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medicinal  preparations,  Azores 237 

nux  vomica,  India 1012 

potasshun  chlorate,  Japan 965 

pyrethrum    exports    and     production, 

Japan 217 

quebracho    plant    construction,     Para- 
guay   643,946 

senna  leaves,  India 1096 

-   sHicatoofsodamanufactiu'ing, England..  1126 

soda,  caustic,  Japan 439 

manufacture  proposed,  Manchuria...  2 

sodium  bichromate  embargo,  France 1041 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JULY,   AUGUST,  AND  SEPTEMBEB,   1916. 


SI 


Page. 
Drugs   and    chemicals,    sodlmn    carbonate 

m-uiulaccurini!  method,  England 1116 

mlpbate  of  aluminum,  Arfrentlna 631 

goJi^iate  of  ammonhim,  Oermanr 441 

sulphite  refuse  utiliiation,  Norway 818 

sumac  cultivation,  Sicilv 1177 

tamiing  company,  China 484 

tanning  bark,  bemlock,  Canada 260 

Dumont,  F.  T.  F.  (consul,  Florence),  trade 

leviev 47* 

Cnnlap,  11.   P.  (consul,  Btavanger),  berry 

exports  to  England 450 

consular  work  results S91 

I>otch  Ea.1t  Indies,  coOee  production 41 

cotton  Hoods  trade  and  opportunitiea 1042 

exhibition,  commercial,  Java 077 

loan 162 

rattan  trade 1065 

rubber  exports,  Java 241 

Sumatra 241 

ships  and  shipping  service,  Japan 998 

sugar,  (actories,  Java 322 

prodnctlon 41 

trade  reviev 93 

]>ntcb  Cuiana.  bauxite,  depostts 1098 

production 92 

eoiKvslon.1,  mining 92 

Oje,  J.  W.  (vice  consul,  Cape  Town),  com 

ciup. ...... 678 

loan,  fajtemal.  South  Africa 213 

trade  review 188, 635 

Dto-,   F.  J.  (consul,  Olba),  trade  review, 

Hoodtiras 651 

Dyes  and  dyestufts,  consimiption  and  Im- 
ports. Netherlands 162 

dyeing  materials,  Philippinee 566 

dyes,  yellow,  use  in  butter,  Ireland 998 

dyestufls,  anificiai,  United  States 1133 

fustic  exports,  Honduras 437 

shortage  and  exploitation,  Brazil 462 

tanning  extracts,  from  hemlock  berk, 

Canada 1133 

turmeric  production  and  trade,  India 1144 

vljaoplant,  Porto  Rico 110 

SanheDware.    Stt  China  and  earthen  ware. 

Ecuador,  agricultural  course  established 185 

cacao  samples 125 

disease,  cacao,  lighting 829 

dynamite  imports 344 

edncation,  agrieultoral,  professorship  es- 
tablished   408 

filing  cabinets 396 

macbines  and  macliinery,  waterworks. . .  817 

mangrove  and  mangrove  bark 73 

petroleum,  crude 397 

development  and  production 186 

prices 873 

raflwaya.conjtructionandimprovements.  1083 

trade  conditions 1051 

trade  review 873 

Education,  agrieuttuTal,  Ecuador 185 

Japan 296 

professorsliip  established,  Ectiador...  408 

college,  engineenng,  Manchuria 101 

technical,  England 233 

conmolsorv,  India 686 

foreign  trade  cotvse,  Philadelphia 1199 

industrial,  CbUe 220 

law  providing  for,  Uruguay 803 

institutton,  agricultural.  New  Zealand. . .  856 

list  of,  Brazil 237 

language,  Russian,  England 635 

Scotland 264 

primary,  Siberia 91 

Mdiool,  commercial  lii^,  Russia 359 

construction,  Panama 715 

plans  wanted,  Chile 591 

proposed,  Sao  Paulo 1103 

construction  plans,compelition,CHiba  978 

elementary,  Nknragua 690 

industrial,  color  chemistry,  England.  233 

Journalism,  Brazil 326 

language,  Hongkong 533 

students,  Russian,  visit  United  States. . .  822 

traininK,  for  commercial  students,  France  515 

tmhrersny ,  Russian  chair,  England 679 

Egg*.    Ste  Poultry  and  e|i!s. 
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Egypt,  cotton  crop 929, 1157 

trade  opporttmities,  results 928 

Electrical    apparatus,    appliances,    Nether- 
lands and  Dutch  Ea.st  Indies 208 

cooking  appliances,  stoves,  Norway 208 

generator  control 779 

unporta,  Indo^^hlna 47 

inductor,  variable  self  and  mutual 806 

ludnstry,  Japan 216 

Nefherlands 492 

United  States 402 

osportiuiltlea,  Venezuela 1192 

See  olra  Machines  and  machinery. 
Electric  fixtures.   See  Gas  and  electric  fix- 
tures. 

Elevator,  grain,  construction,  Canada 100,363 

Embergoea.    See  Legislation. 
Embroideries.    See  Laces  and  embroideries. 
Emigration  and  Immigration,  colonization, 

Russian  emigrants.  South  America 291 

emigration  to  South  America,  Japan 827 

Immigration,  Canada 226 

refugees  from  South  CHiIna 979 

settlement,  Japanese,  Manchuria 1114 

Engineering  supplies,  pocking,  machine.  Im- 
porters, (joteborg 145 

England,  agriculture  cropa 1206 

bank  savings,  municipal,  Birmingham. . .  1212 

boots  and  shoes,  Industr)-.. 132 

prices 132 

bottle  demand  and  opportunities 739 

building  operation  rcstrictkms 693 

capital  subscriptions 4!34 

chamber  of  commerce,  Latin  American. .  248 

chemical  Industry 374 

chestnut  extract  imports  prohibited 737 

doth  trade 126 

committee,  "ool  advisory 1014 

congress,  cooperative 17 

consular-  orkresults 469 

contraband  1 1st 49 

cotton,  gro  ing,  British  Colonies 644 

imparts,  Manchester 806 

customs  revenues,  London  port. 1091 

embargo  on  sheepskins  relaxed 1137 

embargo  list,  amendment 385 

changes 641,961 

enemy  business 787 

employees,  female  In  bakehouses 895 

engineering  advancement 569 

export  prohibition,  changes 66 

to&»ndinavia 977,1105 

federation,  industrial,  organized 967 

ferrotungsten  prices 1090 

fertilizer,  trade 153 

films,  moving-picture  trade 698 

fish,  fresh,  parcel-post  delivery 932 

flax.  Industry 1035 

trade 877 

foodstuff  prices 130 

Ituit,  import  restrictions  relaxed 1057 

Import  requirements  suspended 1041 

garters 531 

gasoline  sales  restrictions 865 

hair  for  mattress  filling 5 

holklays,  Bradford 906 

honey  production,  Yorkshire 1182 

hosiery  trade,  Nottingham 828 

lmp<Tt8  prohibited 65, 

106,129,385,401,497,706 

Insurance,  marine,  contracts 705 

iron  prices 689 

Iron  and  steel  exports 172 

khaki,  Russian  (iovemment  purchases..  1014 

lace  ti^e,  Nottingham 647 

language,  Russian,  teaching  In  schools. . .  535 

teaching  In  university 679 

leather,  govenmient  requisition 97 

trade,  Leeds 864 

license.  Import 801 

Importation,  French  office  opened . . .  1025     ■ 

tobacco. 97 

macblner}',  dairy 490 

milking  machines 490 

mattress  filling 5 

municipal     enterprise    trading    profits, 

Bradford 1221 

oil  seeds 379 
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England,  oil  trade 379 

oranges,  license  required  (or  Importing...  513 

imports    anted £78 

Pacific  coast  products  trade 82 

palm-kernel  industry 330 

parcel-post  rates,  flsb  delivery 932 

passenger  service,  Avonmoutn  to"Nor(oUt  ISl 

peat,  bacteriied,  selling  price Ill 

port,  London  authority 1091 

port  charges,  Manchester 609 

po  erplant 810,1229 

salt  experts 982 

sample,  fair,  Lvon. 841 

school  for  research  at  Huddersfleld 233 

securities,  American,  taxation 403 

forei^,  government  controL 899 

ship  sales„ 791 

ships  and  shipping,  service  establisbed, 

England  to  Australia 126 

Pacific  coast  to  Bristol 82 

statistics 355 

shoe  trade 854 

silicate  of  soda  manutscturing 1126 

silk  Industry,  research  vork 374 

sodium  carbonate,  manufacturing 1126 

sulnidy,  trade  extension. 810 

tavern,  model,  Carlisle 557 

textiles,  industries,  research  work TOO 

textile  mdustry,  wages 433 

tobacco,  cigar,  import  licenses  covering. .  1169 

consignments  to  neutral  countries. . .  737 

importation  licenses  for 97 

trade  review,  Birmingham 353 

Bradford 461,657,1201 

Bristol 172 

Leeds 702 

London 161,635,1011 

Nottingham 680 

Shefll^ .•. 439 

tramways,  profits 632 

wages,  oyers' 683 

wool,  embargo  relaxed 1105 

prices 1014 

scouring 190 

Explosives,  dynamite  imports,  Ecuador 344 

trade,  Guatemala 956 

trade  and  opportunities,  Brazil 954 

Expositions    and    oom-entions,   conference, 
bulkheads  and  load  Ibies,  United 

States 488 

cattle,  Brain 341 

congress,  cooperative,  England 17 

cotton,  Braill 1043 

extra  ses.sion,  Uruguay 829 

conventions,  municipalities,  Canada 182 

exhibition,  Canada 4.W 

commercial,  Java 977 

German      and      Austrian      goods, 

Canada :  1011 

profit"!,  Ciuiada 989 

exposition,  agricultiiml,  Colombia 796 

chemical  industries.  United  States...  1121 

Cuba lis 

prosthesis,  Russia. 801 

San  Diego 1179 

tab,  commercial,  Bordeaux 233 

Lyon       American      representative, 

United  States 799 

sample,  Au.stralia 866 

second,  Lyon 692 

shoe  and  leather,  Boston. 328 

toy,  Canada 603 

show,  agricult'iral,  New  South  Wales 31 

South  Africa 772 

poultry,  Braiil 593 

Feathers.    See  Birds  and  feathers. 

Feedstuffs,  bean  cake  production,  China 8.S6 

control,  Netherlands 162 

hay,  Cuba 151 

exports.  New  Bnmswfcjk 4S6 

prickly  pear,  South  Afrtea 72 

Sfe  aho  .Vgriculture. 

Fertiliiers,  ciicmical  trade,  India 6% 

rommen'Ial,  Germany 440 

company  organized ,  Netherlands 139 

industry.  United  States 70 


Fsge. 

FertUiters,  lime  New  Zealand 355 

marine  kainit,  Spain 1127 

nitrate,  ChUe 316,788,96S 

peat,  bacteriied,  England Ill 

superphosphate,  Japan 1114 

trade,  Bristol 15S 

Japan 972 

use.  New  Zealand 355 

Fibers,flax,  England 877 

grass,  katais,  India 991 

hemp,  Philippines 1057,1090 

ixtle,  Mexico 445 

Jute,  cultivation,  Argentina 254 

production  and  value,  India 183 

bade,  India 11«3 

kapok,  HalU 303 

Piteira,  Braiil 1076 

rope,  Cnbia 672 

Sansevieria,  Porto  Rico  and  Haiti 637 

sisal,  growing,  Philippines 132 

production,  Haiti 1006 

"tucum  "Brain 671 

See  af«o  Bags  and  bagging;  Cotton. 

Fijilslands,  tradereview 301 

Fire  losses.  Colon,  Hepublic  of  Panama 301 

Fish  and  fisheries,  bait,  gravflsh 221 

basin,  retaining,  United  States 402 

biologkal  station,  United  States 419 

bluecrab.  United  States 781 

car,  steel,  distribution,  United  States 94 

catch,  Netherlands 610 

United  States 702 

catch  and  values 260 

ood,  Norway 854 

eggs,  year's  vield 164 

flish,  collection,  United  States 1003 

fresh  parcel-post  delivery ,  Enriand . .  932 

packing,    license    required,    British 

Columbia 87» 

fishing,  game  fi.sh ,  Newfou ndland 196 

fish  offal  utilization,  Canada 647 

grayflsh,    developing    demand.    United 

States 627 

todustry.  United  States 1022 

halibut,  exports  to  United  States,  Canada  287 

landed  by  America  flstiing  vessels, 

Canada 287 

Pacific  catch  Canada 60S 

liatchery,  trout,  United  States 392 

herring,  catch  and  value,  Norway 854 

yields  and  prices,  Netherlands 235 

industo'.  Government  aid,  Australia....  285 

produt  tion  and  value,  Canada 182 

lobsters,  culrh.  New  Brunswhk 19 

Imports  from  Canada 158 

rearing.  United  States 489 

salmon,  Parlfii',  shortagein  pack.Canada.  945 

spawning,  Alaska 1000 

sardines  troae,  New  Brunswi<k 37* 

service,  Prlbilof  Islands 611 

station,  water  supply 471, 473 

terrapin  breeding 218 

tUefish 226,627 

trout  distrihution,  British  (  olumbia 863 

Fleming,  Rufus  (consul,  Edinburgh),  agri- 
culture   7«» 

whiskies,  Scotland  and  Ireland 822 

woolen  goods 666 

Flexer,  F.  J.  (vice  consul.  Port  Klizabetb), 

bu'hu  leaves  and  medicinal  liertie 1207 

freight  rates 454 

petroleum 1084 

sewerage  system 34ft 

Flour,  mUling,' ensue.  United  States 90 

conditions,  Japan 894 

mills,  Turkey  .•. 354 

opportunities,  Canary  Islands 1010 

Jamaica 606 

supply.  Spain 589 

trade,  chbia 888,1015 

\cnciuela 686 

Foodstufls,  twan  milk,  China 468 

bi<.  ults,  Switierland 1086 

canned  good.^,  Canada 1186 

cereal,  (bile 221 

cont  meal,  embargo,  Spain 769 

jelly,  Bar  le  Due,  Fradce 884 
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Foodstofl9,potatae8,  Canada 991 

swet,  Caiiada H16 

trade,  Switzerland 646 


prkes,  export,  Italy 

ini  reased,  Kuglaiid. 


130 

Ru89fs...~. !!!!!!. '.'!.'!  iss 

Spain SOO 

maximuin,  Turke; 3St 

porthaaes,  Norway 102 

rk  *,  exports,  Japan 968 

industry,  Inlted  States 1219 

sitaation,  Swltzerlend 664 

tomatoee,  ramKd,  C  anada 1186 

tomato  product*,  United  States 901 

Ste  alto  Agriculture;  Flour;  Grain;  Can- 
ning anapreeerring. 
Foreign  tmdeopportunities.adding  machines. 
5«Calc«ilatoi8. 

adrertiidiig,  agenry,  Spain 1040 

novelties,  Argentina 367,656, 943 

sen^ilaDes  and  aviation,  aeroplanes  and 

an  essorles.  South  America 864 

hydroplane.  South  America 432 

agricultnral  implements,  Aigenttna 352,480 

Aostr^Ua 1108 

Biaifl 847 

China 25« 

com  huiikers,  .Argentina 496 

com  shellen,  Brazil 1216 

SouthAfrica 592 

com  ahreddera, -Argentina 496 

cultiratora,  com.  South  Africa. 592 

drills,  China 256 

East  Alrira 736,847 

France 96,176,496,719,1168 

pain  mills,  Far  East 176 

harrows,  Chtaa 256 

harvesters,  Argentina 496 

hay  forlo.  South  Africa 448 

boos.  Brain r 224.512 

Greece 1200 

Italy 208 

Norway 1119 

plows.  Argentina 496 

China 256 

Frame 496 

motor,  Franco 176 

Portugal 816 

rakes,  France 736 

reapers,  Argentina 496 

Russia 272,399,928,960 

scythes,  Ra<!^ 464 

South  Atrfca 144,304,928 

South  America 576 

sowers,  Argentina 496 

sptavers.  South  Africa 512 

slackers,  Argentina 496 

•tump  removers.  East  Africa 736 

thrashing  machines.  South  Africa 304 

tractors,  Argentina 496 

.Australia 1108 

China 1040 

East  Africa. 736,752 

Portugal 416 

South  Africa 512 

Spain 800 

West  Indies 256 

aericultare,  castor-oil  plant  cultivatipn, 

Cuba 560 

ODion-s,  Norway 399 

Set  alto  leedstufTs;  foodstufTs:  grain, 
immunitiiin.  See  arms  gihd  ammunition, 
amusements,     playground     equipment, 

Peru 

arms    and    ammunition,    ammtmltion, 

Denmark 1200 

KarEast 32 

South  America 576 

arts  and  artists'  goods,  moldfaigs,  Peru. . .  752 

imitation  oil  paintings,  Argentina. . .  ..960 
automobiles  and  accessories,  accessories, 

Central  America 128 

Cuba 1072 

Norway 6S8 

ambulance's,  Chile iai6 

automobiles,  Argentina 352 

Denmark 367 

electric.  South  Afrka 656 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  automQbiles  and 
acee88ories,automobUes,  insular 

possession 496 

NetherlaU'  s 416 

Norway 656 

Spain ■ 288,736,1008,1152 

track.  Lathi  America 16 

Westlndles 688 

Colombia 7»4 

fire*tmck,  Chile 864 

motor  wagons,  Australia 1103 

street  sweepers.  United  Kingdom 64 

supplies,  VVest  Indies 256 

tax&neters,  Cuba 352 

tires,  Norway 688 

Scandinavia 639 

tracks,  Denmark 367 

electric,  Cuba 975 

awnings  »nd  tents,  awning  and  shade 

materials,  France 1040 

See  alto  cotton  goods. 

bags  and  bagging,  Argentina 353 

bags,  Chile 304 

fish.  Far  Fast 880 

paper,  colonial  possession 320 

France 1168 

Soutli  Africa 624 

Westlndies 7S4 

salt,  Bra2.ii 656 

cotton,  cotTee,  West  India  Islands ...  144 

Jute,  V'eneiuela 1102 

jute  sacks,  Italy 464 

WestAfrica 768 

sugar  sacks,  Cuba 975 

banks  and  banking,  fixtures  and  supplies, 

.  Venezuela 80 

banners.    See  flazs  and  banners, 
baskets,  rattan,  and  willow  ware,  baskets, 

Netiierlands 384 

basketware,  Japan 16 

rattan,  Brazil 399 

Greece 64 

wfcker,  Cuba 160 

See  aim  furniture;  lumber  and  timber 
products, 
beverages.    See  spirits  and  beverages, 
bicycles  and  motorcycles,  motorcycles, 

Denmark 367 

Netherlands 672 

Norway 480 

Netherlands 1200 

th-es  and  rims,  bicycle,  Spain 544 

velocipedes,  Canada 352 

birds  and  feathers,  feathers,  ostrteh,  Cuba.  1072 

South  Airica 272 

boots  and  shoes,  boots,  Spain 1087 

Danish  West  Indies 1102 

Dutch  Guiana 384,960 

East  Airica 847 

France 847 

New  Zealand 1040 

sandals,  Norway 1232 

Scanftinavia 639 

shoes,  Australia 480. 847- 

^   Canada 4S0 

Cuba 1072 

East  Africa .-...  816 

England 384 

FarEast 832 

France "68 

(Jreece 367 

India 320 

Italy 592 

Japan 560 

laces,  Spain 160 

materials  lor  making,  Spain 650 

men's  and  women's,  Spain 160 

Norway 1232 

Persia 592 

PhQinpines 192 

Russia 592,624,849 

S3Uth  Africa 112 

South  America 576 

Wesr  Indies 752 

I                       women's,  Newfoundland 224 

South  Africa 176 

shoe  materials,  Venezuela 432 

slippers,  IluKsia 62< 

I                 Vesiltidls 256 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  boot,  an'!  siine 
flndincs,      Ijwis      Pibbrr, 

.Spam 528 

Venp^iirla J964 

lacos,  insular  possession 719 

nails,  Egypt.. .» 1024 

shoe,  -Argentina 056 

Venezuela 864 

Spain 160 

sundries,  Spain 176 

taclcs,  Italy 240 

thread,  Veneuiela 864 

briquets.    See  coal. 

brushes   and    bristles,    brooms,    Dutch 

Guiana 960 

Ireland 943 

Panama 912 

brushes  Japan 16,32 

Netherlands 1168 

paint,  South  Africa 448 

shaving,  I'eni 1200 

South  Africa 128 

building  materials,  Argentina 624 

cement,  .\rgcntina 3S2 

Brazil %.  224,.'28,1102 

Central  America 399 

(bile 448,992 

Dutch  East  Indies 304 

France 240 

hydraulic,  Portugal 416 

LatinAmerica 608 

Portugal 1024 

West  Africa 768 

West  Indies 816 

corrupted  Iron,  Russia 272 

Ecuador £60 

France^ 992 

Karages,  Franco 240 

hardware  builders',  W^est  Indies 250 

house  llttings,  France 992 

Paraguay 1072 

portable  houses,  France 192,240 

LatinAmerica 608 

Spain 1184 

shingles,  asbestos.  Central  America . .  £12 

South  America 576 

Spata 688 

west  Africa 768 

West  Indies 2£6 

bulbs.    See  seeds  and  bulbs. 

buttons,  Argentina 464, 544, f 60, 656 

Australia 80 

clothing,  men's,  Spain 160 

France 768 

Japan 16 

Netherlands 512 

shell,  Japan 32 

shoe,Spain 160 

Venezuela 864 

Spain 1087 

calculators,  adding  machines,  Cuba 1087 

Brazil 112 

cash  registers,  Brazil 224 

Russia 847 

Spata 1087 

United  Kingdom 608 

canes.    See  uml>rellas  and  canes, 
canning  and  preservtog,  calyces  for  Jelly 

coloring,  Hawaii 672 

capital  and  investments,  capital,  cotton 

Elant.lhile 1200 

img  possibilities,  Spain 1168 

celluloid  articles,  Spain 1087 

Denmark 399 

goods.  South  Africa 832 

Italy 992 

Russia 16 

sheet,  Venezuela 480 

Spata 384,1216 

chemicals.    See  drugs  and  chemicals, 
china    and    earthen   ware,    argillaceous 

earth,  Simta 2:6 

chtaa,  Canada 960 

Newfoundland 224 

chtaaware.  East  Africa 975 

crockery,  Canada 80, 060 

Dutch  Ouiana 384 

India 432 

Newfoundland 224 


Page. 
Foreign  trade  opportunities,  china  and  earth- 
en ware,  crockery,  Paraguay..  448 

Peru 1200 

South  Africa 784 

Spam 1087 

cups,  Northern  .\frica 719 

earthenw  are,  Netherlands 1168 

porcelain  ware,  Canada 960 

France 847 

Japan 16 

Netherlands 1168 

Russfa 272 

vases  or  pots,  Netherlands 384 

cleanstag  and  polishtag  materials,  carho- 

rundnm  paper  and  cloth,  France..  384 

emery  cloth  and  paper,  France 384 

polish,  shoe,  Far  £ast 832 

insular  possession 719 

Venezuela 804 

See  also  polishing  and  grtadtag  mate- 
rials. 

coal,  Argentina 3.''2 

Chile 448 

Oreece 367 

Spain 738 

See  alto  mines  and  mining;  fuel. 

confectionery,  Australia 847 

Canada 703 

candy,  Canada 488 

Central  America 126 

caramels,  Greece 250 

chewing  gum,  Latin  America 692 

Chile 112 

chocolate,  Chile 112 

color,  vegetable,  Australia 960 

East  Africa 544 

Greece 256 

gum,  spruce,  Canada 496 

Kewfoimdland 224 

peppermint  wafers,  Greece 256 

United  Kingdom 96 

cooperage,  barrels,  Argentina 912,943 

Netherlands 1232 

South  Amerira 96 

hogsheads.  Far  East 1200 

shocks,  Argentina 943 

Spain 10S6 

staves,  Cuba 1072 

cordage  and  twine,  cordage,  Canada 544 

Spata 288 

cotton,  for  ash  nets,  Norway 160 

twine,  binder,  Argentina 416 

Canada 816 

Central  America 864 

FarEast 128 

hemp,Norway 64 

hemp  and  flax,  France 1152 

Norway 1152 

United  Ktagdom 1200 

corks,  bottle,  Russia 784 

cotton,  Europe 544 

waste,  Sweden 128 

cotton  goods,  Argenttaa 560,943 

buoys,  canvas,  Norway 112 

calico,  France 560 

Greece 960 

West  Indies 1232 

candlewick,  Greece 496 

canvas,  .\rgentina 416 

Norway US2 

Peru 1216 

.  upholsterers,  .Argentina 464 

canvas  boltmg,  Greece 1200 

canvas  hose,  Greece 1200 

cloth,  France 800 

cottonades,  Canada 384 

Central  America 864 

South  Africa 1024 

cretonnes,  New  Zealand 1024 

Cuba 1072 

drapery,  Norway 719 

drilLs,  Argentina 560 

FarEast 1184 

Norway 719 

South  Africa 1024 

dry  goods,  Chile 48 

Dutch  Guiana 384,960 
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Tatlga  trade  opportunities,  cotton  goods, 

dry  goods,  South  Africa 882 

Uruguay 960,1136 

Vencniela 432 

dry  goods  and  accessories,  Canada...  1119 

labrics,  United  Kingdom 912 

Far  East 1184 

galateas.  South  Africa 1024 

ringhams,  West  Indies 1232 

Greece 367 

insular  possessions. 576 

Ireland 943 

Japan 16 

khald,  .Ajxentlna 560 

knitted,  Persia 502 

Levant 608 

mnslins.  South  Africa 112 

Netberbnas 624 

nets,  fishing,  Norway M,  112, 1152 

tuHse.Cfaile 703 

netting,  Braifl 416 

mosquito,  France MO 

India 1087 

Paraguay 628 

PUIippiiMa. 192 

piece,  .\ustralia. 639 

Cuba 224,464 

India. 432 

insular  possession 496 

Japan 612 

NewZealand 1024 

Norway 416 

Orient 192  I 

Russia 592 

South  Africa 112 

SoathAmerica 864 

Spain 576 

Venezuela 304 

prints,  C  uba 1072 

Greece 48 

Netherlands 624 

Norway 719,736 

SDuth  Africa 112 

rlblxins,  United  Kbigdom •. 912 

sateens,  printed.  New  Zealand 1024 

satin,  Norway 719 

screens,  Japan 16 

sheellDis,  Norway 719 

shirtings.  Far  East 1184 

France 560 

soft.  South  Africa 784 

South  Africa 176 

stamped,  Argentina 928 

thread,  Argentina 416,544,560 

Canada. 480 

Central  America. 1184 

Denmarlc 96 

EastAfrica 496 

Europe 80 

Fiance 384,1152 

machine.  Uruguay 960 

Paraguay 384,448 

Westlndies 784 

tissues.  France 752 

towels.  Central  America 864 

Far  East 176 

trouserings,  Far  East 1184 

twills,  Norway ;.  719 

United  Kbigdom 240 

UnltedStatee 1008 

Uruguay 960 

velrets,  Egypt 660 

yam,  Argentina 387 

Chile 48 

India 399 

Orient 192 

cutlery.    See  hardware  and  cutlery, 
dairies,  supplies  andpsoducts,  Dutter, 

Dutch  East  Didies 304 

Dutch  Guiana 384,900 

Insular  possession 399 

Spain 432 

Venesuela 1102 

casein,  Switserland 880 

dmms,France 48 

67486—16 3 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  dairies,  cream 

separalors,  France 96 

Russia 399 

United  K  ingdom '. 80 

dairy  apparatus.  United  Kingdom. .  80 

farm  implements,  A  rgentina 496 

mailiinery ,  Australia 608 

France U68 

United  Kingdom 112 

milk,  condensed,  Dutch  East  Indies.  304 

PortoRlco 1152 

docks.    See  harbors  and  docks. 

drugs  and  chemicals,  acetate  of  copper, 

Spain 384 

acid,  acetic,  British  Isles 1136 

acetyl-«iiloyli",  Chile 1136 

citric  and  muriatic.  West  Indies. .  688 

citric  and  tartaric,  Russia 784 

nitric,  Cfiile 1136 

oxalic,  France 288 

phosphoric,  Switzerland. 1136 

sulphuric,  Chile 1136 

alkali,  Dutch  East  Indies 304 

alum.  Far  East 176 

ammonia,  anhydrous,  Spain 1200 

Russia 624 

ammonium  sulphite,  Spain 1200 

benzoate  of  soda,  Chile 1136 

bichloride  of  mercurj-,  Argentina 1136 

blearhtag  compounds.  United  States.  928 

l)orax.  South  America 800 

calcium  carbide,  insular  possession. .  960 

caoutchouc,  Spain 1218 

carbonate  of  potassium,  Italy 288 

cau.nic  soda,  Dutch  East  Indies 304 

chemicals,  A  rgentina 352 

Argentina  and  Urugtisy 266 

Brazil 784 

England...- 384 

Europe 544 

fertilizer,  insular  possession 960 

Oree-  e 960 

Levant 608 

Portugal 752 

Russia 176,304 

soap-makbig,  Paraguay 628 

Spain 1200 

Switzerland 1130 

United  Kingdom 516 

We.s t  Ind  ies 682 

chemical  produc  ts,  France 800 

South  America 579 

Spain 1072, 1136, 1152 

Venezuela 480 

Chile 1136 

China 800 

cliloride  of  lime,  Spain 96 

ctachona  bark,  Brazil 1136 

colors,  vegetable,  Russia.. _ 784 

coloring  materials,  cider,  Canscla 1024 

coloring  materials,  Spain 1072 

creolin,  Chile 1136 

cyanide  of  potassium,  Spain 384 

disinfectants,  Uruguay 943 

drugs,  Brazil 448 

Canada 703 

ChUe 192 

Colombia 384 

Cuba 992 

EastAfrioa. 608 

France 1056 

India _ 1008,1232 

Russia 464 

Spain 1152 

UnitedStates 975 

Uruguay 943,1136 

ether,  sulphuric,  Cliile 1136 

fluorides.  Switzerland 1136 

gas,  carlmnic  acid.  Orient 288 

carbon  dioxide,  Russia 784 

ginseng,  China 112 

glycerm,  Chile 1136 

Greece 367 

gum,  spruce,  Canada 496 

tragacanth,  Persia 576 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  drugs  and  cliem- 

icals,herb.lobeUa,Swltterland.  496 

medicinal,  Spain SO 

liTdrata,  aluminum,  Switierland 1136 

India 330,1072 

medicines,  East  Africa 608 

India. 432,1233 

patent,  Argentina 943 

.                 CulM 992 

India 330 

Russia 176 

metol,  Spain 1136 

morphine   hydrocliloride   and   sul- 
phate, Chile 1136 

murueleiro  baric,  Brazil 736 

nitrateofsodlum.  West  Indies 688 

permanganate  of  potash,  Spain 1136 

pest  exterminator,  Australia 512 

pharmaceutical  preparations.  South 

American 128 

pharmaceutlcalproducts,  Australia..  784 

China 800 

France 96 

India 1008 

Portugal 752 

Russia 304 

Spain 847,1136 

pharmaceutical  supplies,  Venesuela..  480 

phosphate,  aluminum,  Switzerland . .  1136 

Spain 1138 

potassium  bisulphate,  Spain 1300 

potassitmi  bromide,  ChQe 1136 

quinine,  ChUe 1138 

quinine  by drobromate,  Spain 1 136 

refining  compounds.  United  States...  928 

resorchi.  ChAe 1136 

root,  senega  and  hy  drastls  canadensis, 

Switzerland , 496 

Russia 373 

salicylateofsoda.Chile 1136 

sassafras  bark,  Switzerland 496 

silicate  of  soda,  Italy 388 

Paraguay 528 

soda,  calcined,  Norway 816 

caustic,  Brazil 224 

Paraguay 528 

Westlndles 888 

Northern  Africa 330 

soda  ash,  Dutch  East  Indies 304 

Paraguay 628 

sodium  bisulphite,  Spahi 1200 

sodium  bromide,  Chile 1136 

Spain 336,847 

sulphate  of  ammonia.  West  Indies 688 

sulphate  of  soda,  Paraguay 528 

sulphoguaiaoolaite  of  potassium,  Chile  1136 

sulphurous  anhydride,  Spain 1200 

sumac,  Levant 606 

superphosphates,  Spain 1136 

superpho^>hate  of  lune,  West  Indies .  688 

superphosphate  of  soda,  Portugal 1034 

tanning  materials,  Brazil 928 

chrome,  Norway 176 

Levant 608 

mangrove  bark,  Venezuela 160 

waterproofing  mixtures,  Paraguay...  1072 

dyes  and  dyestufb,  aniline,  Argentina 367 

salts,  Far  East 176 

bleaching  process,  Switzerland 672, 800 

colors,  amline,  Spain 1102 

and  raw  materials  tot,  Spain .  1152 

Argentina 367 

concentrated,  Spain 639 

powder,  Spain 634 

cutch,  India 1119 

dyestuOs,  Brazil 928 

EastAfrica. 544 

India 1072 

Portugal 768 

Russia 804 

Spain 1087,1138,1183 

Sweden 388 

United  Ktaigdom 613 

dyewoods.  Central  America 288 

divi  divi,  Venezuela 160 

marueleiro  bark,  BrazO 736 

saflran,Spaln 1180 

tannii^  extracts,  Netherlands 1136 


Page. 
Foreign  trade  opportunities,  earthenware. 
See  china  and  earthen  ware. 

eggs.    See  poultry  and  eggs. 

electrical  apparatus,  Argentina 480 

Australia 688 

bell  fixtures,  Spatai 48 

Cuba 1073,1300 

Denmark 367 

fans,  Australia 688 

fittings,  Chile 448 

generators,  Norway 1168 

South  America 578 

household,  ChUe 448 

India 433 

insulators,  Mexico 913,1233 

SouthAmerica 576 

Java 1024 

lighting  plant.  South  America 676 

magnetos,  France 96 

Mexico 912,1232 

Spain 48 

switchboards,  Mexico 912, 1232 

traifsformers,  Cuba 1200 

Mexico 912,1232 

vibrators,  Australia 624 

elevators,  grain,  colonial  possession 18 

Spain 608 

embroideries.  See  laoe  and  embroideries. 

engineering  supplies,  magnets,  Cnba 1072 

paeking,  Russia 373 

explosives,  dynamite,  Brazil 334 

feathers.    See  birds  and  feathers. 

feed3tafls,cottanseed meal, Canada...  693,1316 

linseed  cake,  Europe 644 

See  oteo  agriculture. 

fertilizers,  chemical,  Cuba 384 

dry  Wood,  West  Indies 688 

guano,  West  Indies 688 

products.  West  Indies 688 

pulverized  bone,  West  Indies 888 

fibers,  Argentina 484 

braids,  Australia 839 

BralU 856,786,1056 

China  grass,  Netherlands 288 

flax,  insular  possession  1188 

Ixtle,  Mexico 480 

kapok,  Portugal 48 

rope,  btaider,  Argentina 418 

ferazfl... 1068 

Central  America 864 

FarEast 138 

France 1153 

Norway 84,1182 

Peru... »43,U18 

Spain ; 644 

straw  covers,  bottle,  Anisntlna 48 

Westlndles TO3 

filters,  Chile 4« 

Europe 388 

FarEast 882 

sand.  Far  East 708 

fish  and  fisheries,  fish,  dried  and  canned, 

Cuba 388 

preserved,  Spain 373 

bentog,  pickled,  Iceland,  Scotland...  976 

shellinJirtle,  West  Indies 1218 

sp<nges,  West  Indies 1040 

flags  and  banners,  bunttaig  and  flags,  New 

Zealand 1040 

flavoring  extracts,  Canada 1024 

EastAfrica 888 

essences,  fnilt,  Russia 784 

lemonade,  Chbia 84 

fruit,  Brazil 128 

vanilla,  Russia 831 

flour,  BrazO 804.784 

Central  America. 1184 

Dutch  East  Indies 804 

Europe 644 

Oraece 613 

insular  ponession 399,496,719 

LatinAmerlca 608 

Norway 800 

oat,  pea,  clilck-pea,  vetch,  and  lentil, 

cmt. :. 1008 

wheat,  Venezuela 480,1103 
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Foreign  trade  opportonUies,  (oodstuflg,  ali- 
mentary products,  Venezuela 480 

AiBBntlDS 3(13 

bMns,Greece 499 

Weatlndies 416 

white,  Canada 1102 

India Ill* 

Bolivia 943 

cabbage.  Canada 1102 

canned  goods,  Greece 367 

inmlar  possesion 719 

Paraguay ."...  448 

Spain 432 

cereals,  Europe 544 

Spain 352 

cfaiek-peas,  Spain 362 

cocoa  beans,  A  bica 352 

roraa  butter,  Canada 576 

cod^sh.  Portugal...' 1024 

Spain -^ 1087 

com  meal.  West  Indies 320 

Cora  products,  Greece 367 

eoimtsrch,  Greece 512 

crashed  cats,  .\rgantina 912 

Dutrb  Guiana 384 

fi<h,Cuba 943 

groceries,  Argentina 624,880,912 

Norway 800 

Pora 943,1216 

Spain 288 

lain.  Dutch  East  Indies 304 

lobster,  Argentina 416,912 

UnltedStatee 975 

marfcarine  raw  materials,  Norway ...  800 

oystiers,  canned,  Argentina 912 

peas,  dried,  Cuba 43 

pickels,  Newfoundland 896 

potatoes,  Argentina 416 

potato  flour,  Europe 1072 

preserves,  Spain 432 

provisions,  Bratil 6S6 

Peru 943,1216 

rice,  Argentina 912 

Chhia 1152 

Cuba 943 

Danish  West  Indies 1024 

Greece 496,896 

Venenula 480,1102 

Westlndles 320 

nlmoo,  Argentina 416,912 

sardines.  United  States 975 

shrimp,  Argentina 912 

starch,  Argentina 4l6 

Greece 3*7,612 

veeetables,  Norway 399 

Westlndles 2»6 

8«  oito  agriculture;  canning  and  pre- 
serving: grain, 
fomdries  and  machine  shops,  machine- 

diop  equipment,  Paraguay 896 

fruit,  apples,  Denmark 676 

apricots,  Switierland 768 

bananas.  Central  America 1200 

Venesuela 144 

canned,  BrasO 666 

Norway 399 

currants  and  raisins,  Greece 234 

dates,  Cuba 1152 

dried,  Europe 544 

Spata 240 

Switzerland 768 

evaporated,  Calilbtnla,  Argentina 913 

BACuba 1152 

olives,  Spain 1087 

preserved,  Paraguay 448 

Ste  alto  agriculture. 

fuel,  coke,  Greece 367 

9m  also  coal, 
fmuees.   See  stoves  and  furnaces. 

ftnnitore,  Argentina 352 

Australia 847 

bank,  Venetnela 80 

bedroom  sets,  Peru 752 

bedsteads,  Newfoundland 234,272 

bookcases,  Russia 336 

camp.  South  Africa 448 

chairs,  Australia 847 

Canada 928 

dedt,  France 880 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  furniture,  chair 

seats,  Australia 847 

city  hall,  Canada 928 

clubs  and  bars,  Chile 192 

couches,  Canada 928 

desks,  Canada 928 

Peru 928 

dining-room  sets,  Peru 753 

display  frames  for  windows,  Btatil. .  144 

filing  cabinets,  France 593 

Peru 938 

steel,  Netherlands 1119 

United  Kingdom 608 

ming  devices,  ChUe 320 

Cuba 1087 

France 880 

house,  Newfoundland 324 

Paraguay 448 

ofBce,  East  Africa 847 

France 693 

metal  and  wood,  Peru 753 

Netherlands 1119 

Newfoundland 224 

Peru 938 

Russia. 272 

Spain 176 

T^ted  Kingdom 608 

picture  frames,  Brazil 144 

Russia 373 

school,  Brazil 64,768 

tables,  Canada. 928 

npho  »terlng  materials,  Peru 753 

Westlndles 847 

gas  and  electric  fixtures,  electric,  Greece. .  367 

Mexfcw 913 

mumesia   Tioga   tor   gas    mantles, 

Mexico..'.!.'.'!;!!!."."";.';!!!".";;;  i3a3 

glass  and  glassware,  bottles,  Argenttaia. .  48 

Canada 16,388 

champagne,  France 538 

EastAIrica 688 

France. M 

Switzerland ;;;;;;;  loso 

United  Kingdom 480 

vacuum,  South  AlMca 96 

carboys,  Spain 1316 

'   chimneys,  South  Africa 138 

glass,  Brazil 144,538 

forgreenhouses,  New  Zealand 176 

Netherlands 1168 

plate  and  window,  Latin  America  606 

window.  Far  East 33 

Greece 960 

WestAfrica 768 

glass  articles,  Spain 1316 

glasses,  Ansmlia 634 

glassware,  Brazil 144 

Canada. 04,644,1119 

China 800 

East  Africa. 816,975 

FarEast 176 

France 384 

Mexico 912,1233 

Paraguay 448 

Pern 1300 

SonthAfrica 784 

glass  Imitations,  United  Kingdom ...  16 

globes,  electric,  Japan 384 

lantern,  Ciuiada 64 

Jars,  India 703 

lamp  chimneys,  Africa 513 

Dutch  Guiana. 960 

South  Africa 448 

mirrors,  Brazil 144 

Peru 752 

plate,  Brazil 144 

tumblers,  Africa 512 

vases,  France 96 

Greece 64 

watch  crystals,  France 448 

window,  Brazil 144 

Dutch  East  Indies 304 

grain,  Enrope 644 

wheat,  Greece 496 

See  aim  agriculture, 
greases.   Sec  oils  and  greases, 
grinding  materials.    See  polishing  and 
grlndmg  materials. 
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Torelgn  trade  opportunities,  balr  and  bair 

goods,  manes  and  tails,  Russia 16 

harbors  and  doolcs,  doolc  construction, 

Greece (138 

hardware  and  cutlery,  cocks,  Braxfl 224 

cutlery,  East  Africa 816 

FarEast 176 

France 884 

India 288 

Paraguay 448 

Russu 7S2 

South  Africa 128,176 

South  America 876 

United  Kingdom 112 

East  Africa 97J 

flies,  France 736 

Russia 464 

frames,  hand  bag  and  trunk,  Argen- 
tina       464 

hammers,  France 736 

Greece 1200 

hardware,  Argentina  and  Uruguay.  256,624 

BoUvia 943 

BraiU 304,784 

Canada 644 

Chile 192,1087 

Colombia 384' 

Mdanial  possession 399 

Cuba 992 

Danish  West  Indies 1102 

Denmark 1003,1300 

EastAfrica 847 

Far  East 176 

France 367,736,784,864,992 

India 288 

insular  possession 496 

Ireland 943 

Norway 258 

Orient 64 

Philippines 192 

Ru!«fo 272,464,928,960 

South  Africa 80,144,416,1008 

SoutbAmerica 128 

Spata 160 

I'ruguay 960,1136 

Veneiuola 304 

Weetlndies 256 

hatchets,  France 672 

hinges.  Far  East 128 

hook8,cant,  Brazil 1102 

India 320 

knives,  France 738 

Indto 288 

pen,  Peru 1200 

locks,  France 367,736 

Russia 464 

nails,  Brazil 784 

Chbia 144 

Egypt 1024 

Qreeoe 960,1200 

Portugal 416 

shoemakers',  Venezuela 864 

SouthAtrica 320 

West  Africa 768 

wfre.  Far  East 176,128 

France 480 

novelties,  Colombia 784 

nozzles,  smokestack,  Canada 96 

oil  cups,  Spain 1216 

padlocks,  France 736 

pbicers,  France 736 

rasps,  Russia 464 

razors,  Central  America 128 

Egypt ;...      660 

India 288 

Netherlands   and   Dutch    East 

Indies 208 

PUlippbies 192 

scissors,  East  Africa 496,644 

France 384 

India 288 

screws,  brass,  Portugal 416 

PvEast 128 

sharpeners,  safety-razor  blade,  United 

Kmgdom 399 

shears.  East  Africa 496 

France 736 

shovels,  Oreece 1200 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  hardware  and 

cutlery,  sledges,  Oreece 1200 

tacks,  Venezuela 480 

heating  systems,  dry  kUns,  Australia 912 

South  America '    512 

France 1102 

Mexico 912,1232 

radiatora,  Russia 272 

See  alto  stoves  and  furnaces. 

hides  and  skins,  Brazil 1184 

Canada 512 

hides,  Central  America 1184 

Mexico 480 

Northern  Africa 736 

Russia 16 

Spain 176 

leather,  Argentina  and  Uruguay...  256,352 

Australia 676 

box-calf,  Oreece 612 

Central  America 1184 

ChUe 48 

Denmark 64 

Northern  Africa 736 

Portugal 768 

Spabl 288,816,847,896,1087,1102 

Switzerland 719 

upholstery,  Norway 624 

Levant 608 

skins,  g<»t,  Oreece 144 

Md,  Oreece 612 

Persia 576 

sheep,  Qreeoe 144 

tanned.  Insular  possession 496 

South  Africa 272 

tanning  products,  Spain 816 

hooks  and  eyes.    Ste  needles,  pins,  hooks 

and  eyes, 
horseshoeing  and  supplies,  horseshoes. 

South  .Urlca 448 

nails,  Russia 464 

stock  and  dies,  blacksmith,  South 

Africa 448 

hospitals  and  supplies,  fron  beds,  New- 
foundland    272 

supplies,  France 448 

house-lumlshlng  goods,  aluminum  ware, 

Cuba 384 

France 847 

beds,  ircm,  and  parts,  Oreece 864 

bedspreads.  Central  America 864 

buckets,  galvanized,  Peru 1200 

carpets,  Australia 703 

oolonialpossesslon 304 

England. 384 

Newfoundland 224 

Peru 752.928 

coffee  sets,  France 48 

Denmark 1008 

draperies,  Canada 399 

EastAfrica 847 

enamel  1' are,  Africa 612 

Canada 560,960,1119 

Central  America. 864 

Danish  West  Indies 1102 

DntchOuiana. 384 

France 48 

Netherlands 1168 

Peru 1200 

Russia 272,464,928 

SouthAfrica 448,784 

Ilreless  cookers,  United  Ktagdom 528 

forks,  France 736 

France 96 

hollow  ware.  East  Africa 880 

irons,  electric,  AustPdIa 688 

France 48 

ironware,  Brazil 638 

Dutch  Ouiana 384 

kitchen  utensils,  Russia 272 

SouthAfrica 416 

Spain 528 

United  Kingdom 192 

meat  choppers,  France 48 

rugs,  grass.  South  Africa 448 

Oriental,  Persia 676 

Peru 762,928 

Russia 847 

SouthAlMca 128 
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Fmigii  trade  opportunities,  houaa-tumlshlng 

goods,  tapestries,  Spain SBC 

tea  sets,  France 48 

tin-plate    are,  Netturlsnds 1188 

tin  are,Cana<U. 1119 

France 48 

vacuum  cleaners,  electric,  Australia. .  888 

Roaaia 980 

Spain 544 

WestlndJes 320 

wooden    are,  Netherlands 116S 

United  Kinedom 192 

vood  ntensils,  South  Africa 448 

zinc  ware,  Spain S28 

See  alto  fnmiture. 
insects  and  pests,  exterminators,  Austra- 
lia   1103 

insurance,  China 384 

Philippines 384 

investments.    See    capital   and    invest- 
ments. 

iron  and  steel,  anchors,  Peru 943,1216 

bars.Chile 1087 

STltzerland 784 

Westlndies 784 

beams,  steel,  Paraguay 1072 

Westlndles 784 

bolts,  Russia 464 

cables,  rem 943,1216 

constructioD  materials,  Dutch  East 

Indies 304 

c«nngated,  galvanized,  sheet,  Spain.  176 

eoRUgated  iroD,  Russia. 272 

oonet  steel,  Spafai 304 

fencing  and  gates,  Canada 544 

Sint,  Spain 1087 

forms,  cement  fence  poE^,  Paraguay.  1072 

girders,  BrasU 784 

Paragoar 1072 

hoops,  Far  East 128 

Tndia. 320 

milk  can,  Canada 32 

soft-steel,  Fiance 480 

iron,  bar,  insular  possession 1184 

brsih 628 

corrugated,  Brazil 784 

WestAi^Ica 788 

hoop.Ne-^oundland 128 

pig.  West  Indies 784 

sheet,  galvanized,  Brazil 224 

Dutch  East  Indies 304 

Venezuela .". 480 

iron  goods,  Nor' ay 800 

iron  ores,  chromic,  Canada 608 

nipples.  United  Kingdom 336 

tuts,  Chile 1087 

Russia 464 

plates,  Brazil 656 

shipbuilding,  Portu^ 1024 

prodnds,  Chile 1087 

rods,Chile 1087 

steel.  West  Indies 784 

roof  iron,  Dutch  East  Indies 304 

dBpes,Cliile 448 

sheets,  li«a,  PortugaL 416 

&»fn 628 

steel,  coostruction,  West  IiuUes 688 

forged  and  sheet,  Spain. 367 

magnetic,  Switzerland 992 

plate.  West  Indies 784 

reinforcing,  Chile 448 

•oft.Orient 192 

stroctural,  Argentina 362 

steel  and  steei_producta,  Spain 448 

tanJm,  water,  Chile 448 

tnbes,  gahnuized-iron,  Europe 992 

Spain 975,1119 

ivary,  hams,  deer,  Russia y. 16 

Jewelry,  Argentina 943 

Chile 224 

cloclcs,  Brazil 1216 

Cliina 64 

South  Afrtca 784,800 

Kngland 896 

g(rid-plated,  Philippines 192 

imitation,  Spain ■ . .  176 

plated  J'entral  America 240 

t1ngs,CUna 64 
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articles,  Chile 32 

siiver-plated,  FhiUppbiee 192 

Spain 176,1087,1216 

supplies,  South  Africa 800 

time  recorders,  lAtin  America 288 

Uruguay 1136 

Venezuelk 288 

watches,  China 64 

FarEast 832 

India 432 

SouthAtriea 800 

watch  cliains,  Cliina 64 

knitting  and   knit  goods,   knit  goods, 

France 768 

Norway 1232 

Russia 928 

SouthAIrtca 832 

woolen.Chile 352 

lace    and    embrcdderies,    embroideries, 

Japan 16 

galloons,  Australia 480 

laces,  Argentina 464 

Netherlands 812 

laundries  and  suppUee,  starch.  Insular 

possessions 719 

washing  machines,  France 336,1087 

United  Kingdom 80 

washing  soda,  China 800 

wringers,  France 336,1087 

leather  goods,  bags,  Australia 833 

NewZealand 1072 

traveling,  Chile 32 

belting,  Greece 1200 

India 320 

Netherlands 960 

NewYork 160 

Spain 1008 

Westlndles 656 

Chile 22 

dtmnage 384 

FarEast 128 

•Tips,  New  Zealand 1072 

TnSk 320 

laces,  belting,  Greece 1200 

_  leather,  artiacial,  Spain 1216 

^    .     brasher,  Australia 480 

imitation,  colonial  possession 112 

leather  cloth.  Far  Kast 16 

Persia 892 

pocketbooks,  ChUe 32 

Kgypt 560 

purses,  Australia 832 

Russia 592 

razor  strops,  Peru 1200 

SouthAtriea 784 

Spain 178 

suit  cases,  Chile 32 

IndU 1008 

NewZealand 1072 

See  alio  boots  and  shoes. 

UghtsandUghting,  candles,  Argentina...  416 

Canada 32 

insular  possession 399 

Netherlands 688 

electric,  British  West  Indies 768 

flash  lights  Central  America 128 

lamps,  Africa 612 

electric,  Greece 367 

Mexico 912 

South  America 578,703 

Mexico 1232 

Paraguay 448 

lanterns,  Paraguay 448 

Peru 943,1216 

lighting  apparatus,  France 1102 

linen  and  Unen  goods,  bleaching  process, 

Switzerland 800 

canvas,  Norway 1152 

Unen,  Franco 560 

HaiU 896 

piece  goods,  Norway 416 

thread,  Norway 432 

towels.  Far  East 176 

linoleum  and  oilcloth,  Australia 576 

Greece 612 

linoleum,  colonial  possession 304 

oilcloth,  Argentina 464 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  llncdeuni  and  oH- 

clotb,  Venezuela 480 

lumber  and  timber  products,  cane.  Bra- 

»U 399 

cedar  wood,  U.  8 399 

handles,  Canada 234 

South  Africa 448 

United  Kingdom 708 

lumber,  BraiU 1102 

Danish  West  Indies 1102 

Greece 367 

insular  possession 960 

Spain 736,1232 

mallets,  France 624 

osiers,  Greece 64 

sashes,  F:ast  Africa 847 

sbooks,  Canada 1119 

staves,  Greece 367 

Portugal 1024 

timber,  Portugal 416 

veneers,  Australia 384 

Canada 1152 

wood,  box.  South  Africa il2 

cabinet,  Spain 719 

Venezuela 1216 

wood  articles,  Spain 1216 

machines  and  macblnerr,  aerate  water. 

East  Africa 496 

air  compressors,  South  A  merica 160 

Argentina 943 

air  hammers,  Portugal 1024 

Switzerland 112 

awning-maUng,  France 1040 

bag-making,paper,  British  possession.  97S 

Central  America 16 

ballbearings,  Australia 768 

barrel-making,  Paraguay 896 

binding,  Norway 943 

Russia 847 

block-making,  Latin  America 608 

Norway 32 

Paraguay 1072 

blacks  and  Jacks,  Brazil 1102 

block  and  tackle,  BrazU 1102 

boilers,  Canada 660 

Greece 367 

NewZealand 176 

Paraguay 896 

bolt-m^dng,  Portugal 1024 

bottling,  Spain 432 

UStedKingdom 144 

box-making,  Netherlands 288 

Paraguay 886 

SouthAmerica 3S3 

Venezuela 480 

braid-making,  India 634 

bread-making,  Spain 432 

brewing,  Frtmce 416 

broom-making.  West  Indies 416 

butter-making.  United  Kingdom 113 

button-covering,  Australia 673 

button-making,  Australia 80 

Central  America 178 

buttonhole-making,  Central  America  847 

can-making,  Paraguay 896 

candy-making,  Bolivb 1216 

cap-making,  South  America 3i2 

caramel-making,  Bolivia 1216 

carbonizing.  New  Zealand 832 

carding,  Brazil 639 

case-making,  Mexico S28 

cement-making.  Far  East S28 

check  writing  and  protecting,  Cuba..  10R7 

China 48 

chopping,  meat,  Spain 432 

cleaning,  clover-seed 234 

maize  plant.  East  Africa 7S2 

ooflee  mills.  Far  East 176 

and  roasters,  Spain 432 

France 48 

Spain 768,974 

ooke-maklng,  block,  BrazU 560 

compressing,  bullion  cubes,  Nether- 
lands   1008 

construction,  Switzerland 1024 

copying,  France 602 

cord-making,  Venezuela 1072 

com  shredders,  Africa 240 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  machines  and 
machinery,  corset  steel  and  rib- 
making,  S|nln 304 

cotton,  Kussia 719 

and  equipment,  Chile 1200 

ginning,  Russia 32 

making,  absorbent,  BrazU 639 

Me.\ico 736 

picking,  Australia 208 

spinning  and  parts,  China 48 

tillage,  Rus-sia 32 

crushing,  cane,  West  Indies 688 

rock,  Latin  America 608 

SouthAmerica 496 

cidture,  orange.  South  America 512 

cutting,  card  and  paper,  Norway 943 

marble.Feru 464 

stone,  BrazU 644 

dairy,  France 1168 

decorticating,  fiber.  Insular  possessioD  1168 

dining,  South  America 753 

diuc  stamping.  United  Kingdom 928 

door  hinges,  Latin  America 256 

drilling,  dental,  New  Zealand 1232 

Portugal 1034 

drlUs,rock,  SouthAfrlca 336 

drying,  egg,  China 576 

maize  plant.  Fast  Africa 752 

pnme,  Argentina 1008 

duplicating,  Norway 943 

duster-making,  feather,  South  Africa.  S76 

egg  separatore,  China 576 

electrical,  Argentina 480 

Australia 688 

Brazil 666 

Mexico 913,1333 

electric  tramway,  Ecuador 660 

engines,  Greece 387 

Latin  America 608 

Paraguay 896 

Portugal. 816 

SouthAmerica 576 

envelope-making,  Ncrway 496 

excavating,  Switzerland 1034 

excelaior-making.  Central  America.. .  176 

extracting,  castor-oU,  Cuba 193,560 

iodine  bvm  seaweed.  Far  East.. .  628 

extract-making,  tanning,  Greece 353 

eyeglaas-maUng,  Far  Fast 336 

fastener-making,  Spain 1153 

fertilizer-making,  Paraguay 896 

SouthAfrlca 1087 

fiber,  hemp,  Africa 340 

flaxAMca 340 

fiber-maUng,  coconut,  Porto  Rico ...  480 

fin  extinguuuen,  Latin  America 606 

flourmUl.ChUe 480 

Portugal 1184 

fluting,  U.  S 1056 

frame-making,  picture,  Ftance„ 800 

France 96 

trait-evaporating,  South  Africa 306 

frait-nulping.  South  Africa 334 

gas  plant,  Paraguay 896 

ginning,  BrazU 1184 

grading,  coffee,  Spain 768 

orange.  South  Afilca 613 

prune,  Argentina 1008 

graphic  indusoy,  Italy 880 

grinder,  Spain 1040 

grinding.  West  Indies 340 

hemp,  Africa 340 

hulling  and  sheUing,  Africa 340 

huskB-utUization,  coconut,  Porto  Rico  480 

hydroelectric  plant,  Fcuador 560 

ice-making,  Spain 975 

WeitlndlMr. 416,513 

incandescent  mantle  making,  Nether- 
lands   268 

industrial,  Argentina 480 

Spain 638 

iron-working,  Europe  and  Far  East..  193 

Switzerbnd 113 

lacket-making,  wlieat  straw,  Mexico.  538 

Jewelry-making,  ChUe 384 

knitting,  France 388 

Russia 160,847 

Spain 96 

United  Kingdom 763 
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Foreign  trade  opportantties,  machines  and 

tsaAiafry,  labeling,  Canada 3t7 

lace-maMng,  India 624 

lathes,  England 367 

Portugal lOM 

Switzerland lU 

leather-utilization.  Central  America..  S28 

lighting  plant,  Ecuador S60 

Unen-making,  Argentina 992 

logging  equipment,  Brazil 1102 

looms,  weaving,  Peru 992 

machinerr,  Denmark 144 

malting,  France 416 

manifoldine,  Norway 943 

mantle-making,  Australia 1040 

mstch-maUng,  Brazil 192 

Chile 480 

Mexico 736 

meal-maldng,  West  Indies £12 

meat-pacUi^,  Paraguay %I6 

mtlL  Far  East 128 

Portugal 1024 

Russia 768 

mining,  England 3IS2 

Prance 816 

Spain 1008 

nailing,  shoe  sole,  Spain 1067 

naU-mating,  Prance 943 

Mexico lOM 

Norwav 256 

nnt-hulUng,  Africa. 240 

nut-maldng,  Portugal 1024 

oU-making,  castor,  Chile 656 

South  America 352 

United  States 928 

cottonseed,  West  Indies 512 

oil  prodaction,  edible,  United  King- 
dom,   832 

paddng,  Aigentina 639 

Bmdl 666 

prune,  Argentina 1008 

nibb«,Bpain 1102 

Roasia 272 

Westlndies «6« 

packing  house,  .Argentina 719 

paper-making,  flv,  Australia 1119 

Camida 416 

patented ,  Spain 976 

peg-makmg,  wooden,  Mexloo 1056 

peocO-malctag,  slate.  Far  East 688 

penholder-maSilng,  France 592 

perforating,  Korway 943 

pipe-making,  sewer,  Mexico 736 

jdaners,  Porttigal 1024 

polishing,  marble.  Pern. 464 

porcelain  goods,  Italy 266 

potatoes,  utilization,  Africa 340 

preparing  castor-oil,  Cuba 560 

cotton,  Brazil 1184 

marble.  Pern 464 

orange.  South  Africa 512 

prune,  Aigentina 1008 

rice  <tom  paddy.  Par  East 832 

piestr  ve-makmg,  Spain 432 

ixesses,  cheese,  Canada 660 

oil.Russis 32 

printfaig,  Latin  America 16 

Norway 943 

Rnsda 847 

pulley  blocks,  Spain 1216 

pulverixing.  West  Indies. 240 

pumps,  Argentina 496 

Chile 448 

EastAfrlca 847 

South  Africa 144 

South  America 752 

puriflers,  Austjslla 1103 

quarrying,  Brazil 544 

rallwaT  constmctlng,  Ecuador £60 

recording,  Cuba 10S7 

refining  castor  oil,  U.S 928 

refrigerating,  Paraguay 896 

ribbos-makmg,  fly,  Canada 416 

roastine,  coflee,  Spain 768,975 

root.ina  ing,  cement  tile,  Russia 512 

rape-ma'.ing,  U.  S • 39g 

rubber  article,  Cuba 1102 
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machinery,  Ri;spla 68S.912 

sausage-making,  Spain 432 

saws,  Portugal 1024 

Venezuela 367 

screw-ma'  InR,  Mexico 1056 

sealing,  Spain 432 

seel-ma!  Ing.  lead,  Spain 1152 

seed,  thrashing  and  treating,  .\friia. .  240 

separating,  castor  seed,  ft razil 1184 

serving,  automatli-  Spain 432 

sewing  maclilnes,  A  ustralasia 367 

France 96,128,1103 

South  .\frica 448 

shade-ma!  ing,  window,  France 1040 

shapers,  Portugal 1024 

dilngle-ma'  ing,  asbestos,  Russia 512 

shipbuilding,  insular  possession 1119 

shoema!  ing,  Spain 176 

sieves,  Switzerland 816 

sOo-malcing,  Paraguay 1072 

slaughterhouse,  Argentina 719 

slicing,  meat,  Spain 432 

slot,  Spain 432 

snap  fastener.  Argentina 832 

sorting,  Argentina 1008 

Spain 656.896 

spinning,  Argentina 560 

Netherlands 288 

spinning  frames,  ChUe 96 

spool-maUng,  Brazil 1168 

starch  factory.  Insular  possession 64 

steam  hammers,  Portugal 1024 

Switzerland 112 

steel-working,  Switzerland 112 

sugar.  Far  East 256,272 

westlndies 224,416 

surgical  instruments,  Argentina 943 

tapioca,  Africa 240 

textile,  Europe  and  Far  East 192 

France 816 

Peru 448 

til».making,    cement    roofing,  Para- 
guay   1072 

tir»-maklng,  rubber,  Cuba 1102 

toothpick-making,  Mexico 10(6 

towel-making,  Brazil 1168 

tnbe.msHng,  Spain 528 

turbines,  Norway 1168 

Spoin 192 

twine-makhig,  U.  8 399 

vacuum  cleaners,  Russia 960 

valves,  Argentina 639 

Brazil 224 

Spain 1119 

Tegetabl»«vaporatlng,  South  Africa.  208 

vending,  Latin  Amenca 692 

ventilators,  Spain 1216 

water-distUling,  BrazO 639 

waterworks,  Ecuador 580 

weaving,  Peru 992 

winches,  Brazd 1102 

windiiig  toilet-paper  rolls,  France. ...  1216 

wood-shavings.  Central  America 176 

woodworking,  Europe  and  Far  East .  192 

Portugaf. 1024 

Switzerland 992 

wool-cleaning,  Chtaia 160 

vam-making,  India 624 

marxlng.    See  packing  and  marking. 

matdies,  materials,  Chile 480 

Russia 688,912 

wax,  insulv  possession 960 

measures.    See  weights  and  measures, 
meat  and  meat  products,  Ixmes,  British 

Westlndies 1024 

casings,  Switzerland S44 

fat,  Spain 128 

hams,  Argentina 416 

LattnAmerica 608 

Spain 432 

Venezuela 480 

lard,  Europe 644 

insular  possession 496,719 

Latin  America 608 

meats,  Brazil 666 

Europe 544 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  meat  and  meat 

products,  tallow,  Spain 320 

medical  and  surgical  supplies,  catgut, 

France 224 

dental  supplies,  New  Zealand 1232 

ear  trumpets,  England 144 

East  Africa 808 

false  teeth,  China «4 

laboratory  equipment,  Russia 719 

medical  supplies.  South  America 208 

erthopedic  supplies,  Spain I0S7 

surgical  dressings,  Australia 784 

Russia 272 

surgical  instruments,  Argentina  and 

I  ruguay , 256 

teeth,  New  Zealand 1232 

metals  and  minerals,  aluminum  powder, 

France 448 

antimony,  Uexico 1119 

Spain 1087 

asbestos,  Brazil 056 

brass,  Spain Sfl0,672 

brass  goods.  East  Africa 880 

France 48 

Japan 16 

bronie  powder,  France  /•. 448 

Japan 1184 

bronze  ware,  Japan 16 

canisters,  Australia 480 

caps,  bottle,  Argentina 48 

copper,  bars  and  sheets,  Dutch  East 

Indlos 304 

sheet,  Switzerland 3S3 

Spain 672 

Switzerland 320,752 

copper  thread,  Spain 544 

copper  tubes,  China 144 

fluorspar,  Mexico 1119 

galvanized  sheets,  BraiU 224 

Spain 176 

gold  leaf,  Spain 896,1103 

g<4d  threads,  Japan 1184 

metals,  Denmarli 639 

Europe 544 

Spata 628 

Switzerland 719 

metal  articles,  Spain 1316 

metal  frames,  Brazil 144 

metal  leaves,  Japan 1184 

mica,  Argentina 975 

Brain 672 

Mexico 1119 

molybdenite,  Canada 320 

monazite  sand ,  Netherlands 288 

niclrol,  Switzerland 719 

platinum,  Netherlands 304 

rings,  Canada 560 

salts,  Switzerland 240 

table.Canada 160 

West  Indies 784 

sheets,  corrugated,  Chile 1087 

sheet  metal,  dynamo,  Switzerland. . .  992 

silver,  German,  Switzerland 719 

sliver  thread,  Japan 1184 

tins,  air-tight,  India 703 

tin  bars,  Chile 896 

tin  foil,  Brazil 224 

tin  plate,  Brazil 448,528 

Norway 800 

Portugal 1024 

tubes,  brass,  Argentina 1119 

Spain 975 

collapsible;  New  Zealand 1087 

tubing,  lead,  Brazil 224 

Zinc,  Spain 672 

See  alto  mines  and  mining, 
mines  and   mining,  copper  properties. 

South  .\merica 800 

quartz,  Brazil 913  , 

supplies,  Spain 1168 

See  aim  metals  and  minerals, 
motorcycles.    See    bicycles  and   motor- 
cycles. 

motors,  Argentina 639 

Brazil 639 

Cuba 1072 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  motors,  electric, 

Cuba 120O 

Portugal 1024 

South  America 576 

gas,  Spain 193 

gasoline,  Portugal 1024 

Spain 193 

Switzerland 16 

Greece 367 

Industrial,  Chile 448 

Insular  possession 496 

kerosene,  Argentina 496 

marine,  East  Africa 847 

oil,  Portugal 416 

Spain 193 

South  America 160 

Spain 388 

West  Indies 320 

«        See  alto  automobiles  and  accessories. 

motor  boats,  Colombia 784 

movingplctures.  Alms,  Austria-Hungary.  240 

dnematograpb,  Spain 288 

EastAtrica. 496 

France 96 

United  Kingdom 234 

machines,  East  Africa 496 

municipal    enterprises,    water    filters, 

Europe 288 

musical  Instruments,  chord  pegs,  piano, 

Spain 703 

colonial  possession 416 

harmonicas,  Canada 1102 

mechanical,  Canada 480 

phonogiTOhs,  Canada 176 

Newfoundland 1300 

pianos,  Canada 480 

colonial  possession 176,416 

Spain 784 

pins  and  springs,  gramapbonea,  Man- 
churia   1316 

strings,  Manchuria 1216 

TioUns,  colonial  possession 416 

naval  stores.  Far  East 33 

Pern 943,1216 

needles,    pins,    and    hooks    and    eyes, 

France 768,1056 

needles,  hand-eewing,  Frenoh  Indo- 

Chlna 1152 

hosiery,  India 752 

knitting,  France 388,367 

knitting-machine,  Australia ....  673 

sewing  machine,  France 138, 1103 

novelties,  advertising,  Argentina. .  367,656,943 

Newfoundland 234 

BoUvia 943 

buckles,  Argentina 644 

China 480 

.      Canada. 240,1119 

chemists',  Australia 784 

•Chile 32 

Christmas,  Insular  possession 576 

Cuba 902 

curios,  Japan 16 

Denmark 1008 

dolls,Canada 352 

East  Africa. 880 

electrical,  Denmark 367 

fancygoods,  East  Africa 880 

FarEast 832 

France 752 

India. 432 

South  America 576 

fans,  Argentina. 650 

France 464,752 

hardware,  Colombia 784 

India 1008 

magician's.  Central  America 688 

metel,  Russia 464 

Spain 160 

notions,  Argentina 352,464 

Brazil 1040 

Chile 192 

France 864 

Newfoundland 224 

PhUlpjtoes 192 

South  America 576 
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Janlga  tiad«  opportunities,  novelties,  otnft- 

mmts,  cfanrch.  Fiance 1U3 

furuHure,  Peru .'..  752 

bat.  West  Indies. 1233 

metal  rumlture,  Spain. 1067 

shoe,  Venezuela M4 

play  cards,  Canada 3S2 

nreasstuds,  United  Kingdom.... A..  736 

Russia. 80 

snap  lastenen,  Cential  America. 272 

France 381,7«8,10M 

United  Kfaigdam 736 

Sooth  Africa. 80,176,882 

toys,  Canada 240,352 

Cuba 1072 

France 06 

India. 288 

insular  possesslOQ 576 

Japan 16 

LaUnAmerica. 606 

NewfoondlaDd 224 

Spain. 1216 

trimminin,  Aoattalia 639 

United  Klrmdom 102 

Westlndles 1232 

nnts,  afanoods,  Levant 608 

oona.  West  Indies 703 

(dl,  Braiil 832 

pecans.Uexioo 480 

oDcIoth.    Sa  Unoleam  and  oilcloth. 

oik  and  xnasee.  Argentina 630 

benone,  PcrtDgal 752 

fats,Spain. 224 

^dine,Btaia 666 

crease,  animal,  West  Indies. 784 

lubricatlEC,  Spain 160 

wool,  France 800 

Iceraene,  Brazil 656 

lubricants,  Levant 60S 

Spain. 180,544 

NewMondland 806 

oOe,  Argentina. 352 

Aostialia 102 

Biazn ;  866 

castor,Chile 1136 

Cential  America. 1184 

Chile 448 

ood-jiver,  Scotland 075 

oottcoseed,  Argentina....  416,913,1162 

Netherlands 666 

Sooth  America 768 

essential,  CUna. 800 

EastAMca. 880 

India.. 320 

Europe,.-. 544 

Greece. 612 

hair.  East  Africa. 644 

linseed,  Bnzn 224 

InbrlcMing,  Argentina. %...  480 

lubricatim;  and  manWne,  Qreeoe.  1200 

medleine.Sootland 076 

olive.  France 800 

^ain. 352,448,656 

olive  and  green  sulphur,  Spain...  1087 

palm,Alrim 353 

Beandinavia 639 

seal,  BootlaDd 976 

table,Levant 606 

whale,  Scotland 976 

pacafltai,  Prance... — ..« 64 

Russia. 624 

peooleum.  Central  America IIM 

Spain. 736 

siiq>  stock,  West  Indie* 784 

5w  abo  olbeeds. 

oOseedi,  bean,  castor,  Netherlands 656 

CMtcrseed,  BraaU 1184 

cotton  seed,  BiaiO 1184 

Netherlands 656 

pafaa  kernels,  Africa. 363 

See  sin  oils  and  greases. 

ll«id3,cl^,Aus<naia. 624 

JMa  JVooL* ...••>•*■••••*••••'•••••>•■  990 

bames,India 480 

inMroments,  Argentina. 943 

Isiaas,  Austialik. 624 

pebbles,  India 480 

e748«-16 ( 


Pi(*r 

Foreign  trade  opportunities,  pecking  and 

marUnc,  packing  materials,  Spain 544 

paints  and  vamiabes,  enamels,  Sapeai 1184 

France 1066 

gum,  ghatti  and  khadaya,  India 112 

kadaya,  India 496 

lead.  West  Africa. 768 

Newfoundland 224 

paints,  BraiiL 224,656 

Central  America. 1184 

Chtaa 64 

irco  oxide,  Westlndles 688 

NewZealand 1040 

oil.China 800 

Paraguay 448,1073 

WestAfilca 768 

pitch,  Biasil 304 

Portugal. 768 

nisin,Canada 1087 

Russia 688 

Scandinavia 639 

Russia. 272 

shellac,  Switterland 496 

Spato 160 

stuns,  Paraguay 1072 

tar,  Braiil 334 

turpentine,  Biatil 334 

Scandinavia 639 

Uruguay 943 

varnishes,  Brail] 234 

Japan 1184 

Spain 1102,1153 

paper  and  paper  goods,  boxes,  cardboard. 

United  Khigdom 1184 

cotton  packing,  Chile 1300 

match,Chlle. 480 

calendars,  Argentina 656 

France 1316 

Honduras 367 

LatinAmerica 608 

cards,  Brazil 1333 

India 1008 

cartons,  Argentina 416 

felt,  Switieriand 833 

muslc.Canada 480 

colonial  possession 416 

Netherlands  and  Dutch  East  Indie*.  208 

paper,  Argentina 863,416 

Australia 336 

bag-making,  Central  America 16 

Braiil 309,448,784 

Central  America. 416 

China 64,800 

cigarette,  J^mn 1184 

Russia. 144 

colonialpossesslon 820 

England. 913 

Far  East 96,176,666,833 

France 06,353,384,992,1168 

Greece 960 

newsprint,  Danish  West  Indies. .  1087 

Northern  Africa 710 

Paraguay 80,448 

Peru 1200 

Russia 176 

printing,  Argentina. 160 

Brazil 273 

silver,  South  Africa. 340 

South  Africa. 448,784 

SouthAmerlca 128 

typewriter,  Oiile 882 

waste,  British  West  Indies 1024 

wood,  insular  possession 390 

wrapping,  Canada 816 

Cuba 176 

LatinAmerica 503 

Westlndles 784 

writing,  Argentina 160 

Russia. 634 

parchment,  France 96 

pasteboard,  glazed,  Italy 538 

sandpaper,  France 384 

seed  pockets.  South  Africa 976 

pulp,  Portugal 416 

^paln 388 

pests.   See  Insects  and  pests. 
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Page. 
FOTelgn    trade    opportunities,  photography 
and  supplies,  acce^odes.  United 

Kingdom 288 

cameras,  United  Kingdom 288 

films,  Swlttedand 1162 

plates,  Swltterland 1152 

supplies,  Latin  America 60S 

Russia. 847 

Spain : 1102 

Switierland 1152 

pins.    Ste  needles,  pins,  and  hooks  and 
eyes. 

pipes  and  piping,  copper,  China 144 

ealvanlzed,  Braill 224 

lead,  Braill 224 

pipe,  gas.  United  States 399 

iron  and  fittings,  Greece 1200 

NewZealand 170 

water,  colonial  possession 602 

Norway 16 

wrought-lron,  Paraguay 1072 

tanks,  septic,  Canada 660 

washing,  Brazil 639 

tubes,  seamless  boiler,  Portugal 1024 

tubing.  West  Indies 784 

water  supply  pipes,  Russia 304 

plumbing     and     supplies,     bathtubs,  . 

France 266,1072 

sanitary  fixtures,  France 256 

supplies,  Denmark 367 

Russia 960 

Spain 48 

pollshinE  and  grhidhig  materials,  grinding 

wheels,  dental ,  New  Zealand 1232 

Ste  alto  cleansing  and  polishing  ma- 
terials. 

poultry  and  eggs,  Cuba. 266 

eggs,  Argentina 416 

Incubators,  Australia 144 

South  Africa 592 

poultry  farm  supplies,  Chile 464 

power  and  power  plants,  electric,  British 

West  Indies 768 

windmills, -Argentina 496 

Australia 1103 

Westlndies 240 

precious  stones,  imitation.  Control  Amer- 
ica   240 

England 896 

jiearls,  Russia 18 

preserving.    See  calming  and  preserving. 

printlngandsupplies,blockinglotls,Japan.  1184 

bookbinders'  supplies,  France 144 

Japan 1184 

compostaig  sticks,  France 832 

composhig  galleys,  France 832 

lnk,Norway 943 

printer's,  Braill 272 

inks  and  colors,  Spain 144 

lithographing  machines,  Brasil 224 

llthographbig  supplies,  Japan 1184 

machinerv,  bookbinding,  France. ...  144 

Russia 176 

machinery,  hand  power,  East  Africa  496 

Latin  America 16 

printing,  Russia 176 

Russia 847 

machinery  and  requisites,  Norvray..  943 
photographic    views,    Danish    West 

Indtes 1087 

photogravure  work.  United  States. . .  1216 

picture  frames,  Brasil 144 

pinchers,  France 832 

press,  Braill 272 

printbig  catalogues,  Brazil 736 

supplies.  Far  East 656 

France 832 

Spain 432 

WestAfrica 16 

type,  Norway 943 

profe8U(ms  and  trades,  publishers,  Brazil.  64 

publications,  books,  Colombia 384 

medical,  India 1232 

specimen    printing    type,    West 

Africa y....  16 

Venezuela 112 

catalogues,  steel  furniture,  Peru 928 

jouinais,  trade,  Argantiaa 816 


Page. 
Foreign  trade   opportunities,  publications, 

newsi)apers,  Far  East 800 

United  Kmgdom 847 

public  works,  filtration  plant,  Europe. . .      2K8 

waterworks  supplies,  Chile 448 

waterworks  systems,  ('anada 336 

quarries    and    quarrying,    glass    sand, 

France 1102 

railways,  aerial,  Canada S92 

electric,  Russia 208 

roundhouses,  Mexico 1056 

tramways,  aerial.  Chile ^ .  1040, 1056 

railway  supplies,  axles,  steel,  Spain 608 

cats,  Argentina 352 

Latin  America 608 

refrigerating,  Chile 736 

Westlndies 688 

car  springs  and  wheels.  Spain 608 

locomotives.  Argentina 352 

Westlndies 688 

rails,  Argentina 352 

I)utch  East  Indies 304 

LatlnAmerica 60S 

Westlndies 688 

refrigeration,  cars,  Chile 736 

cold  storage,  equipment,  Argentina..      176. 

'coolers,  Australia 1103 

ice-making  machinery,  Spain 975 

Venezuela 224 

West  Indies 416, 512 

refrigerators,  Australia 847 

roads  and  road  machinery,  machinery, 

Brazil 176 

sweepers.  United  Kingdom 64 

rubber,  Africa 352 

caoutchouc,  Spain 1216 

dental,  New2fealand 1232 

rubber  goods,  Argentina 352 

belting,  Venezuela 1108 

Cuba 1072 

dam,  dental.  New  Zealand 1232 

elastic,  Japan 624 

elastic  products,  Venezuela 1103 

hose,  Brazil 656 

Greece 1200 

India 320 

nipples,  nursing  bottle,  Netherlands.     688 
tubes,  nursing  bottle,  Netherlands. . .      688 

India.  Brazil 654 

Netherlands 1040 

I'ersia 592 

rings,  soda-water  bottle,  China 64 

rubbers,  Greece 367 

Russia 272 

shoes,  Spain 528 

Spata 1087 

stamps  and  accessories,  Far  East 692 

surgical,  France 367 

thread,  northern  Africa 1216 

ties,  Deiunark 367 

tubes,  Suitaerland 16 

sanitation,  appliances,  France 092 

Soutn  America 676 

fixtures,  Paraguay 1072 

sewar  supplies,  Chile 448 

Su  alto  municipal  enterprises;  public 
works, 

scientific  Instruments,  Australia 624 

deaf,  instruments  for,  England 144 

craftsmen's,  Russia. 762, 847, 1087 

electroscopes,  Australia. 624 

field  glasses  J>rismatlc,  China. 64 

laboratory,  Russia. 719 

manometers,  Spain 1103 

microscopes,  Russia 719 

opera  glas3e«,  India. 480 

prlseptometers,  Australia. 624 

protractors,  Canada 1102 

spectroscopes,  Australia 624 

spinthariscopes,  Australia 624 

surgical,  East  Africa 60S 

Russia 710 

surveying,  Canada 1087 

thermometers,  France SSO 

Italy 992 

Russia 624 

Spain 448,628,1216 

United  Kingdom 192 
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Fonign  trade  opportnnitws,  scientific  instro- 
ments,  time  reccrders,  Latin  Amer- 

ioa 28S 

typometera,  France 832 

X-ray  accessories,  Spain 544 

seeds  and  bulbs,  flower,  Greece M 

seed,  canary,  Spain. 1087 

fchina.....\7rn 2M 

dorer,  Caucasus. 80 

cotton.Russia. 32 

U'D, France 367 

onion,  colonial  possession 784 

tobacco,  Nethenands 656 

diips  and  shipping,  boats,  fire,  Canada. .  896 

diving  appaiatus,  Canada 144 

ligfateis,BraxU 1087 

Paraguay. 896 

Ecbooner,  Porto  Rico 432 

dtlpbaildlng  materials.  Insular  pos- 
session   1119 

tra-rler,  Nor- ay 48 

shoe  findings.    Sa  boot  and  shoe  find- 
ings, 
shoes.    Set  boots  and  shoes. 

silk  and  snk  goods,  cloth,  France 800 

ribbons,  Argentina 464 

piece  goods,  Cubs 464 

ribbons.  Central  America 208 

India. 432 

silk,  art,  Australia 672 

silk  goods.  East  Africa. 880 

Japan 16 

lAvant 608 

South  America 128 

Spain leo 

thread,  Netherlands  and  Dutch  East 

Indies 208 

silTem  are,  Chile 224 

Danish  West  Indies 1102 

plated.Canada 644 

Danish  West  Indies 1102 

West  Indies 7S2 

skins.    Ste  hides  and  skins. 

smokers'  articles,  cigar  ligbters,  South 

Africa 128 

cigantte  hddCTS,  China. 64 

soaps,  Argentina 416 

Castite.Spain. 448 

Dutch  ^Emt  Indies 304 

DutdiOulaoa. 980 

Far  East 832 

Greece 367,612 

insular  possession 399 

perfumed,  Egypt S60 

PhiUppfaies '. 192 

porder.Lerant 608 

VenezoMa 480 

q>iees,  cinnamon,  Argentina. 416 

pepper,  Argentina 416 

Sussia 624 

spirits  and  beverages,  aerated  WKter,  Far 

East 832 

alcoh(ri,  Chile 192 

Europe 644 

FarEast 304 

Greece. 896 

insular  poteession. 960 

United  rangdom 11S2 

beo-.  Far  East. 832 

Newfoundland 736 

SouthAmeriea 320 

cacao,  West  Africa. 816 

champagne,  France 880 

cocoa,  West  Africa 70J 

coffee,  fig,  Chile 1008 

Greece 896 

extracts.  East  Africa 688 

liquor,  Chile 112 

Cotombia 884 

Uruguay 1136 

malt,  beer,  Qreere 612 

raw  materials,  hrewhig  and  malting, 

France 416 

soda  watets,  Dutch  East  Indies 304 

spirits.  Far  East 832 

stoat.  South  Amerka 320 

tea,  insular  posseaskm 960 

whisky,  Dutch  East  Indies 304 

wtnes,Chlna • 96 


Page. 
Foreign  trade  opportunities,  spfrits  and  bev- 
erages, wines.  Far  East 832 

Westlndles 800 

winestone  sotir,  Russia 624 

sporting  goods,  besebells,  Braiil 644 

boxing  gloves,  BrazQ 644 

SouthAfrica 96 

Braiil S44 

fishing  lines,  Norway 64,1152 

fishing  tackle,  South  Africa 96 

footbeUs,  Braiil 544 

golf  balls  and  accessories,  Canada 688 

gut,  tennis,  Spata 1168 

UnltedStates 992 

gymnasium  apparatus,  Braiil 544 

skates,  roller,  Canada 976 

tennis  balls,  Spafai 1168 

tennis  rackets,  BraiU 544 

Spain 1168 

stationerr  and  supplies,  books,  account 

and  ledger,  Far  East 656 

carbon  paper,  India 432 

United  Kingdom 608 

clips,  Chile .'. 320 

crayons,  school,  India 288 

envelopes,  colonial  possession 128 

France 1168 

erasers,  rubber,  Spain 624 

ofRoe  equipment,  England 1024 

ofllce  specialties^  South  Africa 128 

office  supplies,  Canada 816 

Chfle 192,320 

Denmark 96,367 

France 592 

India 288 

Russia 847 

pencils,  Denmark 96 

France 384,703 

Peru 1200 

slate,India 304 

Spain *. 624 

pencil  holders,  France 16 

pens,  Denmark 96 

pens,  fountain,  materials  for,  France.     606 

FarEast 160 

West  Indies 624 

point  protectors,  lead  pencil,  £g}'t>t .     464 

punches,  Chile 320 

school  supplies,  Braiil 64,1232 

India 288,847 

slates,lndia 288,304 

stationery,  Canada 816, 1119 

ChUe 192 

Colombia 384 

East  Africa 816,847 

England 1024 

FarEast 176.656,832 

India 288,432,1008 

Japan 16 

Paraguay 448 

Russia 272,304,624,752 

South  America 128 

Westlndles 624 

supplies,  Chile 320 

Russia 847 

typewriters,  Deiunark 367 

EastAtrica 608 

France 304,592 

India 432 

Russia 176 

Spain 112 

typewriter  ribbons.United  Kingdom.      608 
steel.    See  iron  and  steel, 
stoves  and  furnaces,  stoves,  coal-oil,  Can- 
ada       544 

cooking,  oil,  Greece 80 

rln 608 
heating  systems. 

sugar,  Argentina 416 

Bucose,  Greece 612 

Greece 496,896 

insular  possession 676 

Latin  America 703 

Levant 608 

loaf,  Persia 608 

mill  supplies,  West  Indies 688 

molasses,  Canada 1316 
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Page. 
Foreign  tnde   opportunities  sugar,  Fortu- 

pa 1200,1319 

surgical  supplies.    See  medical  and  sur- 

dcal  supplies, 
telephones  and  telegraphy,  cable,  Nor- 
way   975 

Portu^ 1024 

telephones,  Canada 272 

wireless  apparatus,  Ecuador 1072 

textiles,  Argentina 367 

Bolivia W3 

cambrics,  Spain 576 

chUTon  and  georgette,  Australia 832 

cloths,  Brazil 448 

floor,  Kogland 320 

leather,  Far  East 176 

South  Africa 1024 

velvet.  East  Africa 544 

waterproof,  Spain 528 

dress  goods.  Far  East 176 

France 660 

Netherlands 48,512 

South  America...: 864 

dress  materials,  Australia 639 

fabrics,  awning  and  carriage  cover, 

9witierland 1008 

summer, Egypt 464 

white,  Spain 576 

felt.rooflng,  Canada 1087 

saddle,  Swltierland 864 

Are  hose,  Chile ;..  32 

France 560 

India 1008 

linings,  Australia 639 

Netherlands 272 

United  Kingdom 1066 

llnters,  cottonseed,  Russia 32 

Norway 800 

Paraguay 448 

poplm,  Netherlands 48 

satins,  Greece 512 

South  Africa 1024 

South  America 128,576 

tarpaulins.  West  Indlee 367 

United  Kingdom 240 

West  Indies 320 

woven  goods,  Spain 628 

yarn,  ramie,  France 288 

Swltierland 864 

See  alto  cotton  goods;  lace  and  em- 
broideries: linen  and  linen  goods; 
silk  and  sUk  goods;  wool  and  woolen 
goods, 
tobacco  and  products,  clgarettee,  Far 

East....;-. 832 

French  insular  possession 1168 

cigars,Chlna 64 

UnitedStates 399 

smoking  mixtures.  United  States 399 

tobacco,  Chile 448 

cigarette,  United  States 399 

Denmark 496 

FarEast 832 

Insular  possession 399 

Russia 688 

Scandinavia 639 

toilet  articles,  combs,  Egypt 464 

East  Africa 976 

India 320 

Japan 560 

metal  sets.  Central  America 864 

perfumery,  Australia 512 

China 800 

Colombia 384 

FarEast 832 

Oreece 367 

India 320,432 

Peru 1200 

South  America 128 

Spata 64,1136 

Philippines 192 

Russia 272 

shaving  stick,  Netherlands 160 

Spain 64 

talcum  powder,  Netherlands 160 

tooth  paste,  Netherlands 160 

Venezuela 480 


Page. 
Foreign  trade  opportunities,  tools,  Argentina.     488 

Brazil 784 

builders',  Russia 304 

carpenters',  Peru 1056 

Russia 304 

Chile 192 

China 256 

Cuba 992 

Denmark 96,639 

Ecuador 560 

engineerhig,  Russia 304 

gauges,  Brazil 224 

fewelry-maklng,  Chile 384 

joiners',  Russia 304 

machine,  Spahi 528,1216 

mining,  Russia 304 

Norway 256 

Portugal 1024 

restringing,  tennis  racket,  Spain 1168 

Russia 272 

Scandinavia 639 

South  Africa 80,128,176 

Spain 656 

Switzerland 992 

trade  extension,  bottling  supplies,  P  ussia     784 
chemists'  sundries  ana  specialties, 

Australia 784 

decorators'   and   painters'  supplies, 

Spain 624 

druggists' sundries,  Canada 240,703,816 

Denmark 367 

East  Africa 496,688 

general  merchandise,  .\ustrali8 480 

Canada 816 

Colombia 608 

Denmark 367 

Europe 353 

Russia 464 

general  supplies  for  firemen,  Argen- 
tina      560 

grocers' sundries,  Canada 703 

materials,  fence-making,  Australia...    1103 

mantle-making,  Australia 1040 

millinery-making.  United  King- 
dom     1184 

painters'  supplies,  Paraguay 448 

raw  materials,  cotton-maktog,  Chile .    1300 

shoemakers' supplies  A'enezuela 864 

siilng  materials.  Far  East 138 

specialties,  Norway 800 

stationers'^sapplies,  Canada 816 

stmdries,  loom.carding.etc..  Far  East     138 

sundries,  South  Abha 1008 

technical  supplies,  Russia 688 

variety  store  goods,  Canada 1110 

watchmakers'^supplles.  West  Indies .     864 
trade  representatives,  agency,  advertis- 
ing, Spain 1040 

agricultural  implement,  Norway.    1119 

Argentina 496,656,880,912,043 

Australia 784,832,847,1103 

bicycles  and  motorcycles,  Nether- 
lands     1300 

BrazU 340,388, 

693, 784. 880, 1024, 1040, 1119, 1184 

Canada 48,816 

cement.  West  Indies 816 

Central  America 864,1184 

chemical  products,  Spain 1072 

•Chile 336,1087 

China 272,800 

cigarette,  French  Insular  posses- 

sfc>n 1168 

Colombia 688,784 

commission.  Brazil '..     320  - 

Spain 899 

condensed  milk,  Porto  Rico 1153 

construction  I  umber,  Spain 1233 

Co'ta  Hica 304 

cottonseed  meal  and   molasses, 

Canada 1316 

cottonseed-oil,  Argentina 1153 

Cuba 093,1073,1087 

Danish  West  Indies 1103 

Denmark 1008 

drugs  and  chemicals,  Spain 1136 

DutchGulana 960 
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Ptgs. 
Firelgn  trade  vpportanities,  trade  represent- 

aUve3,Ea£t  Atrlca. 847.975 

electrical  apporattis,  Cuba 1200 

Mexico «12 

electric  cable,  Norway 975 

FwEast - 832 

Prance 719,788,832, 

847, 864, 880, 992, 1066, 1152, 1184 

Creece 896,9C0,1200 

Haiti 896 

hardware.  Prance 784 

hardware  and  ammunition,  Den- 
mark     1200 

India 1008 

inaular  possession 208,719,960 

Irvbnd 043 

Italy 943 

LatkAmerica 1216 

leather  {smds,  New  Zealand 1072 

machinery,  France 816 

Mexico 1024,1282 

mioing  supplies,  Spate 1168 

naval  store).  Peru 913,1216 

Netherlands 1040 

NewZealand 1040 

notions,  France 864 

Norway 800,943 

ofllce  furniture,  Netherlards 1119 

oUve  on,  France 800 

Peru 336 

piano,8patn 784 

Portugal 816 

raw  materials,  Norway 256 

Russia 928,960 

South  Africa....  416,784,832,1008,1024 

SouthAmerica 86i 

Spain 448, 

736, 816, 1006, 1087, 1102, 1152, 1316 

stationery,  Eniland 1024 

tjuining  extract,  Netherlands 1136 

tiactor.Spatai 800 

truck,Cube 975 

I'nited  Kingdom 768 

Vruguay 943,960 

vegetable  color,  Australia 960 

Venezuela 80,544,752,1102 

wearing  apparel,  Australia 816 

Westlndles 608,784,847 

woolen  goods,  British  West  In- 
dies      992 

trades.    S<*  professions  and  trades. 
tmnksaiidvsli9es,bap,travellng,Spaln.     176 

tnmks,  Peru 1200 

Spain 176 

twine.    8a  cordage  and  twine. 

nmbrellas  and  canes,  Canada 544 

ombnllas.  Central  America 864 

Peru 1200 

Weetlndies 676 

umbreOalrames,  Russia 464 

Spain 832 

umbrella  ribs,  AiBtralia 480 

oDdertaken  and  suppUee,  caskets,  co- 

lonialpaGseaBicin 399 

coffins;  West  Indies 847 

supplies,  colonial  poasession 399 

%estlndles 847 

Tiilisee.   Su  trunks  and  valises. 
vamiafaes.    Sw  paints  and  varnishes. 
vebide*  and  accessories,  carriages,  baby, 

Australia 847 

go^arts,  South  Africa 96 

rehlclM,  Penia 682 

wagons,  Canada 362 

li^t  motor,  Australia llOS 

wagon  trucks.  South  Africa 592 

wheelbarrows.  South  Africa 144 

wax,  candellBa,  Mexico 480 

eamauba.Canada 1184 

paraffln,  Spain 464 

raw,  Canada 1 184 

wearing  apparel,  aprons,  barbers',  Egypt.     464 

bathing  suits.  Far  East 1168 

caps.  East  Alrica 880 

C«ntral  America 864 

dotbing.  Canada 480,644 

Greece 864 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  wearing  apparel, 

gymnasium,  Bratll S44 

Japan 860 

men's,  Russia 272 

ready-made,  Danish  West  Indies    1102 

Westlndles 1232 

sailors'.  Chile 448 

second-hand.  South  Africa 784 

coats,  leather,  Peru 1200 

rain-proof,  Central  America 864 

collars,  Cimtral  America 864 

Netherlands 272 

corsets,  Australia 432 

•    Egypt 464 

FarEaet 832 

furnishing  goods,  Netherlands 512 

NewZwiland 1024 

garments,  waterproof,  Spain 528 

garters,  Haiti 896 

men's,  Central  America 128 

Venezuela 1108 

gloves,  Canada 480 

France 752 

Russia 752 

silk,  South  Africa 416 

ehmin 528 

imited  Kingdom 768 

haberdashery,  East  Africa 847 

Japan 660 

Spain 1216 

ifiiited  Kingdom 768 

handkerchiefs,  cotton,  Peru 1200 

Egypt 464 

Far  East 176,832 

linen.France 224 

hats,  Chile 352 

Dutch  Ouiana 960 

EastAfrica 880 

FarEast 832 

Greece 367 

Haiti 896 
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scales,  Russia 847 
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fences.  Far  Fast 128 

fencing,  SouthAfrica 144 

netting,  Canada 1168 

Greece 1200 
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sample.  Lyon 841,693 

On  extinguishers,  opportunities 867 
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United  States 980 
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bacco imports  prohibited,  Germany 817 
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cattle 898 
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nople   1060 

publications 499 
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rag  prices 51 
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engineering,  combination 337 

sugar^et  harvesting 17 
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water-supply  plant,  Silesia 86 
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Glass  and  glassware,  bottles,  demand  and  op- 
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Ireland : 710 
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trade,  France 482 
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glass,  breakage,  baity  packing,  India. . .  1117 

factory  control,  India 684 

Industry,  Chile 221 

medical  uses,  South  America 208 

Olue,  Industry  and  trade,  Switterland 1060 

trade.  Italy 1050 

Oodlng,  F.  W.  (consul  general,  Guayaquil), 

agricultural  coarse 185 

cacao IK 

disease,  cacao,  fighting 829 

dynamite 344 

education,  agricultural 4M 

manfl'ove  and  mangrove  bark 73 

petroleum,  crude,  inrports 397 

development  ana  production 186 

railways }^ 

trade  conditions 1061 
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trade 655 

toilet-soap  trade 119 
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cargoes  Interned 134 
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diamonds 936 
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hops 742 

meats 398 
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Ctovemment  activities,  bureau,  export,  or- 

ganiied,  Netherlands 337 
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electric development,  Chile 599 
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States 1218' 

facilities  for.  United  States 453 
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tomato  products.  United  States 901 
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consular  work,  results 1036,1151,1167 
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increased,  Switzerland 904 

barley  crop.  Chosen 269 

bran  prices,  France 673 

cereal  supply,  Argentina K7 

com  crop.  South  Africa 678 

disposition,  Argentina 903 

embargo,  Spain 769 
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supply  available,  Argentina 257 
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unsatisfactory,  China 1016 
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prices,  France 673 
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Sa  aim  Boots  and  shoes. 
LeaveU,  W.  H.  (American  minister,  Ouate- 

mala),  bonds,  interest  paid  in  advance 257 

Ue,  F.  C.  (vice  consid,  Bordeaux),  American 

goods 1202 

port,  river.  Improvements,  Llboume 1182 

wtne  crop,  and  wine  barrel  shortage 49 

Lee,  8.  T.  (consul,  San  Jose),  cottonseed  oil 

trade 549 

sporting  goods 472 

LegUation,  act,  cotton-futures,  t  'nited  States  9M 

egg-mark  requirements,  Canada 770 

employers'  liability  amendment,  Sal- 
vador   723 

ship  registry.  United  States 902 

activitlee,  I'ruguay 1002 

dvil  code,  Venetuete 1181 

contraband  list,  England 49 

decree,    appointing    tariff    commissloa, 

Argentina M,529 

Mpcdnting    commission    to    study 

hydroelectric  development ,  CSiile . .  699 
approving  operation  o(  railway,  Ar- 
gentina   3i» 

approving  railway  contract,  Victoria 

to  Mlnas,  Bratil 467 

apprOTing  railway  station  construo- 

Oon,  Arzenttaia 359 

changing  fiscal  year,  Colombia 1106 

claadfyfflg  flour,  Spain 689 

creating  public  roads  bureau,  Sal- 
vador   1084 

currency,  metallic,  Mexico 798 

declaring  uncompleted  concessian  for* 

teited,  Argenttaia 359 

harbor  fanprovemonts,  French  Indo- 

Chtaa 166 

irrigation  works,  Argentina 100 

proUbitine  transfer  of  ships  to  for- 
eigners, Italy 60 

registration  of  oil  companies,  Mexico.  887 

regulating  coal  consumption,  Spain. .  644 
regulating  merchant  marine  traffic, 

Austria 1143 

regulating  potato  trade,  Swltterland.  646 
renricttng  coaling  of  vessels,  Argen- 
tina   309 

securities,  foreign.  Spate...". 146 

stored  merchandise,  Denmark 273 

drainage  work ,  Canada ISO 

embargo,  on  cheese,  Italy 1169 

CD  com  and  com  meal,  Spain 769 

aa  freight  raised,  Mexico 1041 

on  tan  removed,  Rossta 1137 

en  sheepskins  relaxed,  England II37 

on  sodium  bichromate,  France 1041 

on  tea,  Denmark 801 

on    uranium-bearing    ores,    French 

colonies T.  1183 

on  wool,  France 641 

on  wool  relaxed,  England 1106 

vegetables  and  rice,  Peru 284 

embargo  list,  additions,  Denmark 913 

France .'. 1089 

amendment,  England 385 

changes,  England 041,961 

France 817 

export  prOhlbitians,  England 65 

Ffwioe 401 

Scandtaiavia 977,1106 

awltierland 433 
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L^latian,    (arm    and    Industrial,    Costa 

Rica 489 

fiscal  year  changed,  Colombia 1106 

Import  prohibitions,  England 65, 

106,129,385,401,497,706 

France 305,993 

Scandinavia 977,1009 

land  ownership  corporations,  Haiti 194 

law,  agrarian  pledge,  Argentina 837 

budget,!  rtiguay 810 

corporation  compilation,  Brazil 1077 

effecting  quicker  coal  distribution, 

Bpata 1148 

establishing    maximum    prices    for 

bran  and  wheat,  France 673 

income-tax,  Salvador 1099 

Industrial  education,  Uruguay 863 

inheritance  tax,  Nicaragua 690 

L'ruguay 863 

insurance  covering  foreign  companies, 

Switzerland 090 

land  amendment.  New  Zealand 1030 

llfeinsurance,  small  policy,  Japan...  668 

mortgage  bond,  Venezuela 826 

prohlbittaig      trade      combinations, 

Russia 926 

prohibition  emlssioa  of  bonds,  France  63 
restricting  motor-bus  so-vice,   Ber- 
muda    (175 

standard     basket     and     container, 

InltedStates 883 

tax  on  surplus  profits,  Spain 681 

taxation  wu  profit,  Netherlands 390 

license,  export,  required,  Russia 753 

fish  packing,  British  Columbia 878 

importation,   French  office  opened, 

England 1025 

'  import,  cigar  tobacco,  England 1160 

granted,  England 801 

tobacco  importation,  England 97 

merchant   marine,    foreign    ownership, 

Spata 148 

new,  New  South  Wales 925 

oaths,  export  declaration,  Canada 1071 

ordinancegovemingtbeaters,  Valparaiso.  966 
prohibition  exports  iron  and  steel  waste, 

Spain 214 

regulations,  foreign  companies,  Chile 813 

sample  fair,  France 811 

zinc  mining,  Ton],  in 1224 

special,  Colombia 447 

timechange,  Chile 376 

treaty,    commercial,    Argentina    with 

Uruguay 609 

Leonard,  w.  A.  (consul, Colombo),  automo- 
bile Import  duty 545 

plumbago  (graphite) ,  export  duty  levied .  385 
Leoni,  S.  (J.  (vice  consul,  Florence),  lOod- 

stoit  prices 895 

Levis,  D.  B .  (vice  consul,  St.  Etlenne),  chew- 
ing gum  popular 443 

lire  extinguisher,  and  tuberculosis  dis- 
pensary    1222 

tractors,  farm,  railways  aid  in  piircbase. .  386 

trade  extension  method 1218 

welfare  work 57 

Lewis,  D.  J.  (vice  consul,  Singapore),  motor 

car  trade 792 

Libya,  hosiery  trade 36 

Lignthouses,  depot.   Woods  Hole,   United 

States 377 

light,  Boston,  anniversary 1140 

station.  Kayak  Island 1106 

Lightning  rods,  trees  as  conductors 143 

Lightsand  llghting.companyproflts.Japan..  186 

electric,  company,  Silesia 86 

Installation  in  hospital,  Argentina. . .  1091 

Salvador 723 

plant.  Canada 727 

Colombia 1054 

rowZealand 911 

system  Indo-Chlna 43 

gas,  natural,  Austria-Hungary 389 

service,  affect  of  coal  shortage,  Italy.  336 

lamps,  alcohol 347 

factories,  Netherlands 69 

gasoline,  Honduras 144 
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Lights    and    lighting,    Industry,    Xether- 

lands 493 

lights,  life  buoy.  United  States 1218 

navigation.    United    States 386 

Linen  and  linen  goods,  linen  Industry,  United 

States 938 

linen  trade,  Scotland 605 

Lbinell,  I.  N.  (vice  consul,  Prince  Rupert), 

flsh.hallbut 287 

packing,    license    required,    British 

Columbia 878 

Listoe,  Soien  (consul  general,  Rott«rdam), 

agriculture 908 

Live  stock,  cattle,  breeding,  India 743 

census,  France 1118 

Germany 898 

(Colombian,  for  Panama  Canal 139 

conferenoe,  Bratil 341 

exports,  Honduras 4(« 

mar' ing,  Uruguay 1092 

raising,  Braiil. 104 

Chosen 258 

exhibition,  South  Africa 776 

horses,  native  breeds,  Persia 1066 

Industry,  Switrerland 620 

mules,  native  breeds.  Persia 1066 

raising,  Australia  and  rew  Zealand 614 

Cuba 1079 

sheep  raising.  Chosen 258 

statistics.  Canada 323 

young,  lining,  New7.ealand 613 

See  also  Agriculture. 

Loop,  0.  R.  (consul,  Hamilton),  beer.v 22 

motor-bus  service 127, 675 

tourists  traffic 403 

liOwrie,    W.    L.   (consul  general,   Lisbon), 

carnival  goods 709 

cocoa  exports,  Sao  Thome  and    Prin- 
cipe   642 

hosiery 1107 

loan  and  improvements,  Oulmaraes 346 

Lumber  and  timber  pioducts,  cases,  packing, 

Haiti 229 

containers,  United  States 883 

doordeslgns.  South  America 953 

hardwoods,  Brazil 180, 754 

Slam 994 

lumber,  Cuba 55 

lumber  and  wood  pulp  mills,  (Canada 747 

mangrove,  Ecuador 73 

oars,  boat,  New  Brunswic'- 287 

pine,  white,  yew  Zealand 351 

pulp  wood  and  logs  exempt  Irom  import 

duty,  Spain 641 

quebracho  plant,  Paraguay 643 

rattan,  China 218 

staves,  barrel,  France 54 

old,  use  of ,  Haiti 229 

timber,  experts  to  stndy  foreign  fields. 

United  States. 915,1142 

returns,  British  Columbia 747 

trade,  Norway 918 

trade,  export,  Canada 604 

window  designs,  South  America 953 

wood,  use  (or  fuel,  prohibited,  Norway..  918 

wood  pulp,  imports,  Japan 964 

situation,  Sweden 938 

See  alto  Forest. 
Ltipton,  S.  K.  (consul,  Guatemala  City), 

aeroplane,  Oovemment  purchases 983 

arms  and  anmiunltloD 955 

slDc  trade 262 

tires,  nibber . . .  >. 634 

trade  review 332 

Lyons,  TI.  A.  (vice  consul,  Nice),  olive  crop, 

Riviera 1027 

MoBride,  TI.  A.  (vice  consul,  Boma),  consu- 
lar work  results 452 

mall  orders 449 

trade  review 437 

HcConnico,  A.  J.  (consul,  Trinidad),  dock 

and  workshop.  Government  floating...  889 

harbor  impro vemen  ts.  Port  of  Spain 948 

McCtmn,  J.  N.  (consul,  Glasgow),  railways, 

street 21 

UcQoodwbi,  Preston    (American  minister, 

Caracas),  highway,  interstate,  Veneiuela..  1065 
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Maobines  and  machinery,  abattoir  by-prod- 
uct plant.  South  Africa,  Johannesburg.  1221 

American,  purchased,  Spain 1036 

bakery  installation,  Cuba 414 

carton-making,  fruit.  New  Zealand 593 

cigarette-making,  Tunis 54 

dredging  and  draining.  New  Zealand 918 

electrical,  census  of.  United  States 402 

fiber,  Brazil 1075 

flre  extlnKufahors,  France 867 

flour-mill,  China 1043 

imports,  nnancing  methods,  Russia 951 

industry,  Japan 39 

Netherlands 492 

logging  device,  Canada 747 

mining  imports,  Transvaal 124 

mixing,  douRh,  Brazil 653 

packing  currants,  invention,  Greece 1230 

paper-making,  China 356 

India 084 

penoil-maklnir,  India 657 

publications,  ''Uarket  for  Machinery  and 
Machine  Tools  in  Peru,  Bolivia,  and 

Chile" 351 

pumping  machinery,  Chile 173 

pump.'!,      gasoline-measuring.      United 

States 1214 

rice-milling,  Slam 35 

saw-mill,  Netherlands 189 

sugar,  -Nicaragua 690 

sugar-cane.  Natal 857 

tanning,  Cuba 299 

tobacco,  French  Africa 691 

waterworks,  Ecuador 817 

wood-worklrg,  Netherlands 189 

See  alto  Electrical  apparatus;  Road  and 
road  machiner}-. 
Machine  shops.    See  Foundries  and  machine 

shops. 

Madagascar,  hides.  Government  requisitions.  801 

wax,  vegetable 259 

Magelssen,  W.  C.  (consul,  Melbourne),  auto- 
mobile, electric 386 

Mahln,  F.  W.  (consul,  Amsterdam),  auto- 
mobiles, bicycles,  and  motorcycles 533 

coffee 433 

cotton  for  textile  Industry 81 

crop  prospects 438 

diamond  j)rlces  increased 81 

Qshand  Ibherics  catch 510 

labor 1153 

railways,  Holland 148 

taxes,  war  profit,  law  covering 390 

tobacco  sales,  results 785 

trade  review 438 

trust,  Netherlands  Oversea  surplus  fees..  770 

wood-working  machinery 189 

Malay  Peninsula,  capital  wanted  for  rubber 

industry 616 

metals 1109 

Manchuria ,  barium  cb  lorlde,  barium  sulphate, 

and  caustic  soda 2 

'    bean  mills 1 

building,  repairing.  New  Town 101 

war  museum 101 

chamber  of  commerce,  British,  organized  877 

college  engineering 101 

ginseng  trade,  Mukden 118 

hospitals,  isolation 101 

museum,  commercial 101 

pens,  fountain 1175 

railways loi 

salt  industry ; 6 

settlement,  Japanese,  Harbin 1114 

slaughterhouses 101 

Maps  and  charts,  chart  Florida  waters 932 

Passaic  and  llackeusack  Rivers 1207 

south  shore  Long  Island 1149 

survey 109 

Marking.    See  Packing  and  marking. 

Marsh,  Q.  O.  (consul,  Ottawa), exhibition....  '  460 

German  and  Austrian  goods 1011 

Martinique,  capital  and  investments  oppor- 
tunities   494 

trade  extension 494 

Matches,  industry,  Indo-China 629 

oriental 539 

Measures.   See  Weights  and  measures. 
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Heats  and  meat  products,  beef,  refrigerated, 

BraiU 104 

inrat,  eiport.%  Ai^ntina  and  Uruguay. .  824 

freenng,  Pan^uay 709 

tmea,  BiaiU SS0,871 

packing  company,  Panguay 378 

preservation,  BraxD 398 

nse  restricted,  Roomania 721 

neking  iDdiutry,  United  States 248 

Medkal  and  surgical  supplies,  absorbent  cot- 
ton order 258 

dental  soppUes,  Siara 19 

medical  supplies,  Aiores 237 

surgical  dressingsandinstruments,Canada  303 
Memnunger,  Lucien  (consul,  Madras),  agri- 
cultural implements 916 

bicycles  and  motorcycles 387 

castor  seed  and  oils 1187 

cattle  tmeeding 743 

ooalopeiatlms  resumed,  NoTa  Soot  la 1188 

lertilbers 596 

ginger 1068 

glass  breakage 1117 

gum,  kino.  North  Ualabar 1178 

nospitals  and  dealers  in  drugs,  Madras...  255 

aats,nasber« 1101 

nux  Tomka  product  Ion 1012 

oils,  lemon-erass 1064 

paKQmakmg 657 

pepper,  red 1076 

Mona  leaves 1096 

trade  notes 684 

trade  review 726 

turmeric. 1144 

Mum  smith,  O.  S.,  (consul,  Curacao),  laborer 

shortage 724 

moving  pictures 738 

rates,  Irelitht,  New  York  to  Dutch  West 

Indies 701 

store,  grocery, selling  American  goods  ex- 
clusively   683 

stoves,  kerosene HOC 

Mttils  and  mineTals.  antimony,  deposits 1082 

exiwrts,  Bolivia 485 

antimony  ore  reducing  plant,  Indo.Chlna  778 

•sbestosindustr)-  Russia 342,999 

bauxite  deposits.  Dutch  Guiana...  92,602,1098 

calamine,  Mexico 445 

topper,  electrolytic,  Canada 887 

exportatton  and  importation  agree- 

ment,Norway 887 

lead,  zinc,  tin,  aluminum,  and  anti- 
mony recovered  from  scrap  metals.  75 

exports,  Bolivia 973 

ferrotungsten,  England ,  1090 

gold,  silver,  and  lead,  United  States.... .  403 

specie,Japan 30 

kaolin,  Paraguay 746 

manganese  deposits,  Canada. 68 

source  o(  supply,  Germany 183 

manganese  ore,  India 987 

metals,  export.  Malay  Peninsula 1109 

iitdustry.  Spatai 1028 

trade  and  imports,  Norway 1206 

minerals,  development,  Siberia 985 

production.  New  Zealand. 510 

platinum,  Russia. 999 

plumbago  (graphite),  Ceylon 385 

praductlon,  Alaska 990 

Canada 1147 

Japan 576 

Peru 1141 

pyrite.  production  and  value 285 

sulphuric,  Russia 999 

quidsflver,  Arizona 6 

radium  and  uranium,  Bohemia. 627 

■alt.  exports,  England 982 

Industry,  Chile 220 

Hanehtnla. 4 

BtoPaulo 1030 

production  methods,  China 313 

smalting,  receipts,  Canada 891 

spelter,  Bristol 172 

sulphur,  exports,  Japan 1019 

plant,  Chile 834 

tin  containers,  Haiti 229 

tin  faidustry.trnlted  States 418 
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Metals  and  minerals.  tlnplate,Swltterland..  13S 

tungsten,  deposits,  California 953 

production  and  export,  Japan 741 

wolfram,  exports.  Bolivia 485 

production,  Argentina 163 

zinc,  factory,  Japan 879 

Industry,  Norway 818 

line  oonoentrates,  smelting  of.  United 

Kingdom 898 

Su  d/m  Iron  and  steel;  Mines  and  min- 
ing. 
Meteondogy,  hurricane  damage  to  planta- 
tions. Jamaica 936,1190 

Meters,  electric,  Slam 17 

Mexico,  calamine 445 

companies,  oil,  registration  required ^7 

decree,  metallic  currency 798 

embargo  on  freight.  Vera  Cruz 1041 

Ixtle  exports  to  United  States 445 

monetary,  VeraCruz 1058' 

oil  exports  to  United  States 946,1165 

passports,  arrival  without,  Mazatlan 985 

soaps 1078 

tax  payment  In  metallic  currency  re- 
quired   798 

tramway  routes.  Vera  Cruz 787 

waterfront,  VeraCruz 867 

Miller,  R.  S.  (consul  general,  Seoul),  indus- 
trial development,  Chosen 20S 

notes  from  Chosen 258 

population  census.  Chosen 258 

taxes,  corporation,  income 995 

Milner,  J.  B.  (consul,  Calais),  machine-made 

lace  industry 68 

Minerals.    Stf  Metals  and  minerals. 

Mines  and  mining,  American,  trail  smelter 

gives speetalrate,  Canada 1073 

clav.  eOect  of  war.  United  States 1049 

coal.  New  Zealand 844 

company,  operations,  Siberia , 101 

orgamlzed,  Chile 872 

concession  granted,  Russia 121 

copper,  production.  United  States 173 

proauction  and  prices,  Japan 216 

reopening.  New  Brunswick 683 

diamonds,  taiaustry.  South  Africa 670 

diamond  field,  Transvaal 515 

dividends  paid,  British  Columbia 871 

equipment,  export.  South  Africa 509 

exchange,  openlng.WInnipeg 363 

gold,  Boise  Basin,  western  Idaho 1039 

opjwrtunlties.  South  Africa 1176 

production,  Annam 1189 

India. 685 

WIUow  Creek  district,  Alaska 946 

Wltwatersrand,  South  Africa 125 

gold  fields,  South  Africa 583 

graphite 296 

gypsum,  China 313 

industry,  Brazil 571 

iron,  China 282 

lead  ore  deposit,  Canada 273 

ores,  ircm.  Chosen 206 

production  and  export  regula- 
tion, Spato 214 

production,  Canada  and  United 

States 784 

tungsten,  Chosen 206 

uranium-bearing,  embargo,   French 

Colonies 1153 

rescue  station,  Canada 527 

silver  production,  IndoChlna 1189 

stores  purchases.  South  Africa 122 

tin.  Slam 941 

tungsten,   applications   for   exploiting, 

^rea 1114 

wolfram.  New  Brunswick 970 

zinc,  faidustry.  Tonkin 1224 

ores,  Aostarallan 172 

See  aim  Metals  and  minerals. 

Mitchell,  Mason  (consul,  Apia),  bags,  paper. .  840 

trade 823 

Montavon.W.F.  (commercial  attach^, Lima), 
advertising,  agency,  methods  and  rates, 

Peru 735 

antimony  and  wolfram,  Bolivia 485 

beds,  metal,  Peru 383 
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Montavon,   W.    F.  (commercial    attach^), 

cholera,  hoe,  Peru 778 

club,  automoDlle,  Lima 820 

filing  cabinets,  Peru,  Bolivia,  and  Ecua- 
dor   305 

metals  and  minerals,  Bolivia ^ 073 

representatives,  traveling  expenses  and 

conditions 1116 

shipping  line,  Iqultcs  to  Callao 830 

taxes,  export  and  Income 363 

trade  journals  wanted,  Bolivia 210 

Uoorhead.  H.  K.  (consul,  Swansea),  American 

goo<is,  in  American  ships 707 

coal,  exports. 249 

prices 681 

production  and  trade 24 

Iron  and  steel  products 1021 

trade  review 482,924 

ICorris,  Ira  N.  (American  minister,  Stock- 
holm) mint  report 130 

Uosher,  R.  B.  (consul,  Victoria),  labor  and 

Industries,  Vancouver  Island 520 

loans,  agricultural,  British  Columbia 1013 

for  railway  construction,  British  (Co- 
lumbia    87 

metals  and  minerals 1147 

ICotorcycles.    Stt  Bicycles  and  motorcycles. 

ICotors,  boat,  portable,  Siam 19 

caterpillar  types,  Portuguese  East  Africa  675 
SeeaUo  Automobiles  and  accessories. 
Motorboats.  purchase,  French  Indo-China. .  167 
Uoving  pictures,  films,  educational,  Hondu- 
ras   1093 

trade,  England 698 

league  organised,  Winnipeg 363 

situation  and  films,  China 790 

Dutch  West  Indies 738 

United  Kingdom 748 

theaters  and  film  making,  Hawaii 277 

theater  construction,  Yarmouth 947 

Municipal  enterprises,  building,  Colon 724 

electrical  dam  and  plant,  Canada 727 

improvements,  Tchita 957 

laboratory  research,  dyestufls,  England..  233 

park  construction,  Portugal, 346 

public  utilities.  Flume 137 

sewerage  system,  extension,  Uoncton 1220 

new.  South  Africa 346 

supplies,  Canada 182 

trading  profits,  England 1221 

welfare  work,  France 57 

See  tttto   Building  operations;  Harbors 
and  docks:  Public  works. 
Uunier,  L.  H.  (vice  consul,  Oeneva),  Indus- 
tries   968 

Uurphy,  O.  H.  (consul  general,  Cape  Town), 

blUs  of  lading  deUy 211 

cotton  goods 191,706 

tobacco 805 

trade  opportunity  results 362 

ICuslcal  instruments,  gf  aphophones,  Haiti ...  317 

phonographs,  Norway 1038 

Switzerland 1037 

pianos,  Brazil 696 

Switzerland 1037 

piano  felt,  Switzerland 208 

trade  and  opportimlties,  South  Africa...  1104 

ukulele  production,  Hawaii 1170 

Nabel,  Eugene  (vice  consul,  Amsterdam), 

bank  savings,  postal 941 

failures,  commercial 945 

postal  service  tariff  changes 1074 

post  oflice construction,  Utrecht 1103 

Nathan,    £.    I.    (consul,   Mersina),  cotton, 

Adana 628 

Nelson,  A.  C.  (consular  agent,  Sobevenlngen), 

machines  and  machinery 492 

Netherlands,  agrkulture 908 

approprution  for  Consular  Service 462 

association,  fruit  and  vegetable,  organ- 
ized   877 

automobile  use 532 

bank  savings,  postal 941 

bicycles  and  motorcycles 532 

bleaching  powder 943 

canals 214 

catalogues  and  trade  publications  wanted.  814 
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Netherlands,  coffee » 433 

commercial  attach<;,  visit  to  United  States  944 

cotton  fDr  textile  industry 81 

cotton,  manufacturing  restrictions 577 

crops 238 

diamond  prices 81 

dyestufls  consumption  and  imports 162 

electrfcal  apparatus 493 

expenditures,  war  relief. 433 

export  bureau  organized 337 

failures,  commercial 945 

feodstuns  control 162 

fertilizer  company 139 

fish  catch 510 

herring  fisheries 235 
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foodstuffs 102 

fruit  crops 1156 
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pens,  fountain 1173 

phonographs 1038 

provtsion  department 878 
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Ceylon 1139 
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gum,  kauri.  New  Zealand 64.'>,  845 
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fire  loss.  Colon 301 
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power  and  power  plants,  gas,  Colon 1203 

school.  Colon 716 
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through  canal 401 

service  resumed  through  catial 1089 

resumption,  Colon  to  New  York.  957 
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quebracho  plant 643 

consular  work  results 293 

cotton  goods 540 
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filing  calincts 396 
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motor  fuel,  use  of  molasses  distillate 999 

musical  instruments 1104 

natalite  motor  spirit  company.  Natal 999 

oils,  milling  experiments,  Rhodesia 69 

paints  and  varnishes.  Transvaal 594 

paper,  wrapping,  shortage 584 

periodicfils  devoted  to  fruit  interests 303 

petroleum  and  mining  company 10K4 

petroleum  Investigations 1084 

plant,  natalite  spirit,  Natal 999 

plows,  types  preferred 773 

prickly  pear 72 

railways 655 

rates,  freight 454 

representative  visit  to  U.  S 509 

ribbons,  sUk 565 

sewerage  system.  Port  Elisabeth 316 

shipping  tonnage 269 

shows,  agricultural 772 

sugar,  cane.  Natal 857 

tobacco 805 

trade  opportunity  results 362 

trade  review 188,289,635,1117 

typewriters 765 

water-supply  system 347 

wool  exports 261 

Spahr,  IT.  L.  (consul,  Montevideo),  build- 
ings, bank,  store,  and  warehouse 857 

Spain ,  almond  crop 547 

American  goods,  popular 1167 

sales  and  opportunities 297 

automobile    and    motorcycle    agency, 

Malaga 631 

Bank  of  Spain  gold  reserve 409 

bank  branches  needed,  Barcelona 1110 

bond  issue 561,721 

budget 236 

bunker  coal  and  land  depot  company 706 

butter,  imported ,  popular 678 

trade  and  opportunities,  Andalusia. .  26 

coal,  decree  regulating  consumption 644 

distribution  facilities 1148 

bnports ^ 326 

situation 357 

yards  for  Spanish  port 705 

commission, controlexportsofpaper 600 

technical, study  of  metallurgical  ques- 
tion   1028 

consular  work  results 297, 1036, 1151, 1167 

com ,  embargo "69 

imports 99 

com  meal,  embargo 760 

crops 129 

customs  modircations 600 

customs  revenues 1141 

eyelets,  metal 1167 

flour,  (jo vernment  regulation 589 

foodstuff  prices 600 
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Spain,  freight  rates  on  American  goods 325 

grain  production fi^ 

hardware 1135 

ironfoundry,  Malaga 226 

iron  Industry 103S 

inn  and  steel  Industry  Investigation 214 

leather-working  industry,  Ubrique 779 

loan,  miiniclpal,  Cordoli 557 

machines  and  machlnory 1036 

marine  kalnit  experiments  as  fertilizer. . .  1127 

merchant  marine.  law  regulating 148 

metallurgical  works 1028 

olive  oU 202,378 

oranges 113,951 

paper  shortage 411, 600 

peanut  cultivation 613 

portcharges,  Barcelona 193 

palp,  wood,  and  logs  exemptfrom  Import 

duty 641 

rag  export  restrictions 625 

railway  for  agricultural  district 598 

o  penlng 209 

raisins,  muscatel,  crop 547 

revenues ,  treasury 925 

securities,  foreign 1169 

shipping  line  to  United  States 574 

stock  companies,  foreign  ownership 148 

sugar,  cane,  production 753 

s>-ndicate  promoting  new  enterprises 341 

taxes,  surplus-prol'.t 581 

trade  review 203,1108,1110 

tramway,  electric,  public  sale  of  conces- 
sion   991 

wheat,  imports 99,665 

production 963 

window  display,  American  goods 297 

wool  prices 640 

Spencer,  William  (charge  d'affaires), commer- 
cial center,  Honduras 651 

Spices,  deinitlons  and  standards 1182 

ginger  industry,  India 1068 

pepper,  crude,  ruling  on  imports,  United 

States : •  438 

red,  India 1076 

Spirits  and  beverages,  alcohol,  demand,  Ilong- 

kong 201 

Oovemraent  monopoly,  Swltierland.  806 

trade.  Swltierland 668 

beer,  demand,  Costa  Rica 679 

production,  Urazil 742 

Denmark 116 

trade.  Bermuda 22 

Dominican  Republic 474 

Honduras 475 

Jamaica 23 

brandy  exports  to  United  States 373 

brewery  puri-hased 50 

cacao,  b.cu;idor 125 

carbonated  waters  Jtodia 684 

carbonic  acid  gas,  Hongkong 232 

cocoa  exports,  Sao  Thome  and  Principe.  642 

colIee,crop,  Sah-ador 383 

expsrfa 918 

Niaragua 718 

industry.  Porto  Rico 956 

produ  tion,  Dutch  East  Indies 41 

trade  and  stocks,  Netherlands 433 

Paraguay  tea,  Bnuii 133 

spirits,  Australiii 500 

tea,embargo  Denmark 801 

exprTts,  Japan 1 

planting,  Form'sa 669 

produ  tion  and  trade,  China 1K4 

whisky  prxlu.-tion  restriction, Scotland 

ana  Ireland 822 

trade. imitod,  Brazil 119 

trade  and  prices,  Argentina 477 

wine  crop,  Germany 844 

prospects,  Fran.'e 49 

yerba  mate,  Brazil 133 

Sportinggrads.baseballsupplies,  Honduras.  594 

demand,  Newfoundland 196 

trade,  Fran™ 472 

trade  and  opportunities,  0«sta  Rica 472 

Starrett,  H.  P.  (consul,  Fort  Wi..lam),  cos- 

tomsre^elpts.  Port  Arthur 247 

elevator,  grain,  construct  ion 1(X) 
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Starrett,  H.  P.  (consul.  Fort  William),  grain 

screenings 29S 

lead  ore  deposit,  Ontario 273 

mangiuiese  deposits 68 

Stationery  and    supplies,    office    supplies, 

Nettierlands  and  Dutch  East  Indies . . .  20S 

penril-making  industry,  India 657 

pen-'is,  ink,  Haiti 1174 

pens,  fountiiin,  France , 1174 

Haiti    1174 

Hungary 1204 

Manchuria 1175 

Norway 1173 

school  supplies,  India 685 

typewriter,  invention,  China 20 

South  Africa 766 

supplies,  Greece 345 

NovaS'MjtIa 1026 

Stiles,  O.  K.  (consul,  Tenerifle),  bags,  paper, 

and  f  nil  t  paper 83S 

batter,  Canary  Islands 219 

con.'nilar  work  results 625 

exchange  situation,  Canary  Islands 279 

flour  opportunit  ieji - lOlO 

Irrigation  projetts 1032 

nails,  banana  shook 1111 

onion  seeds    242 

paper,fruit,andpaperbagdealers 963 

potato  crop 957 

trade 278 

Stimson,  F.J.  (American  ambas.sador),  cable- 
grams and  radiograms,  Argentina 290 

tariff  revision,  Argentina 66 

Stores,  grocery  selling  American  goods  exchi- 

slvely ,  Curacao 683 

Stoves  and  fiu-naces,  stove,  electric,  Costa 

Rica 489 

gas,  France 253 

gas  and  oil,  France 253 

kerosene,  Curacao 1100 

oil,  France 2S3 

See  alto  Heating  systems. 

Strai  ts  Settlements,  motorcars 792 

rattim,  Singiipore 716 

Subsidies, shippiiigservlce, Brazil 550 

trade  extension,  England 610 

Sugar,  beet,  harvesting,  Germany 17 

industry,  Sitwria 147 

cane,  industry,  South  Africa 857 

produ  t iou,  Spain 753 

centrals,  Cuba 963 

company  prolits,  Hawaii 260 

crop,  conditions.  A  u-stralia 1165 

Increased,  St.  Croix 498 

prnduHion  estimates,  Dominican  Re- 
public   1149 

duty,  impart  exemption,  Argentina 294 

factories,  Java 322 

industry,  Japan 216 

development  by  Japanese 217 

molasses,  Canada 1054 

molasses  and  sirups,  Canada 497 

prices.  New  Zealand 526 

production,  Cuba 833 

Dutch  Kast  Indies 41 

Formosa 1115 

Taiu-an 881 

reHning  company,  Japan 40 

slior  t  iigc ,  A  rgentina 294 

Nollieriands 162 

trade,  Switzerland 324 

Surgical  supples.   See  Medical  and  surgical 
supplies. 

Sweden, be.tlngimp  rters, Gotcborg 145 

commer  iaipi.i.y 818 

granite  industry 978 

import  prohibitions 977,1009,1105 

milking  machines 1095 

mint 130 

oil  importers,  Ootelwrg 145 

packing  machine  importers,  Goteborg. . .  145 

tobacco  consignments,  N.  O.  T 705 

wood-pulp  situation 938 

Sweet,  E.  F.  (Assistant  Secretary  Commerce), 

lighthouse  employees  commended 858 

Switzerland,  alcohol,  government  monopoly 

and  report.; 806 

trade 868 
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Bwiturland,  sitiflctel  limbs 121 

ispbalt lOM 

aatomobile  indusby 300 

belting,  leather 1094 

bisctdls 1080 

booneg,  oonditions 1073 

conunercial  travelers. 213 

company,  tobacco  export 858 

oonaete  work,   photogrephlng  interior 

stmctore 875 

dairies  and  products. 380 

eoonomic  conditions 514 

esport  prohibitions. 433 

factory,  pencil,  QeneTa teg 

foodstuJEb  situation (MM 

fruit  crops 1026 

glue  Industry  and  trade 1090 

giainacreage t04 

horsehair,  for  mattress  iUllng 6 

lodUEtiies,  Oeneva tOg 

immance,  law  covering  operatioii. 090 

Uve  stock oao 

mattress  fUliiig 5 

museum,  industrial,  Oeneva 968 

{dionognidis. 1037 

pianos. 1087 

potatoes,  acreage DOS 

trade,  decree  regulating. 646 

roller),  lawn ; 664 

rooOng  materials. 1020 

roondnome 866 

sugar 324 

tin  plate,  importation  syndicate 136 

trade  conditions  and  outlook 79 

extension. 866 

opportonity  results. 1086 

trade  review 1186 

vine  cultivation,  St.  OaU 966 

watch  Industry 363 

nggart,  O.  R.  (consul,  Cornwall),  obeeae, 

lemiet,  shortage  and  subsHtote ;...  201 

ice  shortage 917 

dn,   rennet  substitute   for   making 


Bermuda.. 

BiBdl 

British  Honduras... 


400,794,1004,1112 

108,730,1112 

807 

652 

74 


Britlshlndia 662 

Canada. 74,409,730,1004,1180 

dujiges  recommended,  Chile 221 

eommisslon  appointed,  Argentina 629 

Cuba 807 

customs  modifications,  Spain 500 

Gostombonse,  construction,  bids  wanted, 

autoDomingo 732 

customs  receipts,  Cuba 1013 

Port  Arthur,  Canada 347 

St.  John. 350 

ooitoms  letnns,  increased 703 

costoms  revenues,  Bolivia 1198 

ChUe 633 

London  port,  England. 1091 

Paru. 750 

Spain. 1141 

duties,  customs,  Norway 919 

e:qxst,  levied  on  plumbago,  Ceylon. .  386 

Import,  exemption,  sugar,  Argentina.  294 

rmnee 795,807 

(Mgtit  shipping,  Canada. 831 

Oreeee. 731 

Hondoras 1113 

Inenaaed,  Nicaragua 737 

India. : 794 

lodoOiina. 730 

Jamaica 796 

Japan UK 

Hadagasear. 663 

Mezloo 76,410,1180 

New  Zealand 1113 

Nicaragua 796,1180 

Panama 1006 

PariCi»7 796 

Pern. 663,781,1180 
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Tariffs,  Portuguese  colonies 653 

postal  changes,  Netherlands 1074 

revision,  Argentina 66 

Russia. 731,796 

Salvador 653,731 

South  AIMca 109,1005 

Spain 109 

United  Kingdom 808 

Uruguay 410,731,im,1180 

Venezuela liso 

Tasmania,  abattoir,  methods  ol  operation..  614 

hop  production  and  trade 181 

power,  hydroelectric 040 

Taxes  and  revenues,  revenues,  Canada 1313 

tax,  collecting  company,  Peru 327 

export,  Peru 363 

income  corporation,  Chosen 905 

Federaf,  Austrolla 677 

law  governing,  Salvador 1099 

proposed,  Peru 363 

inheritance,  Nicaragua 690 

Uruguay 863 

paymentlnmetalliocurrenoy,  Mexico  798 

receipts,  Hawaii 431 

surplus  profits,  Russia 656 

Spain 681 

tobacco  consumption,  Hongkong ....  835 

war  profit,  Netherlands 390 

tonnage  dues.  United  States 378 

See  alto  Budgets. 
Taylor,  A.    P.    (correspondent,    Bonalulu), 
movlng-plcnue  theaters  and  film  pro- 
duction   277 

pineapplee,  Hawaii 836 

shipping 216 

ships  and  shipping  (aeilities  and  dividend 

payment 104S 

stocks,  industrial 117 

stock-exchange  operations 861 

sugar-company  profits 260 

taxes 431 

ukulele 1170 

TaylOT,  C.  E.  (vice  consul,  Leeds),  boney, 

Yortcahire 1183 

power  plant 1339 

Taylor,  S.  M.  (consul,  Blrmlnghsim),   bank 

savings 1313 

language,  Russian,  teaching  in  university  679 

trade  review 353 

Telephcnes  and  telegraphy,  cable  rates.  New 

Zealand 1041 

cablegram  regulations,  Argentina 390 

rules  aldfiig,  Russia 1009 

radiogram  regulations,  Argentina 390 

radio  service,  naval,  U.  S 863 

regulation,  address 143 

radio  station,  Navassa  Island 408 

radiotelegrapnlc  tariff,  Sodety  Islands. . .  300 

supplies,  Ouatemala 898 

telegraph  supplies,  Colombia 466 

telegraphy  service,  China 659 

telephones,  equIpment,Venesuela 161 

system,  Canada. 363 

Term30foredlt,foreign,AmericaQlnt^re8tin.  118 

rural  funds,  Costa  Rica 489 

Textiles,  doth,  American  cotton,  for  drawn 

work,  Japan 666 

trade,  England 126 

company  formed,  Colombia. 255 

oomierBti ve  association,  Germany 739 

cotton  industry,  Russia 164 

felt-goods  census,  U.  S 958 

industry,  Japan 204 

Netherlands 184 

research  work,  England 700 

wages,  England 238 

llnter  oonsumptlon  and  stock,  U.  S 226 

plant  extension,  Japan S98 

waste  prices,  Germany 51 

8te  ubo  Cotton  goods;  Lace  and  embroid- 
eries; Linen  and  linen  goods;  Silk  and 
silk  goods;  Wool  and  woolen  goods. 
Thackara,  A.  H.  (consul  general,  Paris), bond 

emission  prohibited. 63 

embargo  on  uranium-beming  ores,  French 

ooloniee 1163 
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Thaokara,  A.  H.  (consul  general,  Parts.)  em- 

bargollat 817,1089 

export  probibitkms 401 

import  prohibitions 305 

loons  of  securities  to  Prencb  treasury ....  163 

sodium  bichromate  embargo 1041 

staves,  barrel 54 

tobacoo-export  nstrictioos 545 

trade  review 513, 1187 

wool  embargo 641 

ThommoQ,  G.  W.  (commercial  attach^  The 
Hague),  appropriation   for  extending 

Consular  Service,  Netherlands 453 

oatalogues  and  trade  publications  wanted, 

NeSerlands 814 

oommeroial  attaoM,  visit  to  U.a> 944 

cotton  minufacturing  restrieticms 577 

expenlitures,  war  relief. 533 

expixt  bureau,  central  agricultural 337 

fertllteer  oompanv 139 

fruit  and  vegetable  product  mfr's  asso- 

dation. 377 

herring  fisheries 335 

lamp  factories 97 

loan  ovemibsoribed 481 

peat  prices 503 

ships,  arrival  at  Rotterdam 325 

shipping  line,  Rotterdam  to  New  York. .  923 

societies,  engineering,  Oermany 337 

textile  Industry 184 

tobacco  oomignments  to  N.  O.  T 309 

trade  notes 192 

waterway  improvement 214 

Tobacco  and  products,  tobacco,  importlicense 

covering  cigars,  England 1190 

consignments 200,705,737 

consumption  tax,  C3iina 825 

crop,  Dominican  Republic 913 

Paraguay. 721 

cultivation  and  manufacture,  Argen- 
tina    702 

export,-restrictlons,  France 545 

throughN.O.T 529 

export  company,  Switzerland 850 

foreign  trade.  South  Africa 805 

importatbn  licenses  for  England 97 

import  prohibition.  Germany 817 

qualitv,     RoTemment     regulatians, 

Philippines 521 

sales ,  public ,  results,  Netherlands 785 

Toilet  artlcleSj  bay-rum  Industry,  Danish 

West  Indies US 

industry,  Chile 221 

perfume  (cassle),  Philippbies 146 

Toob,  American,  demand,  Norway 338 

machine,    import    financing    methods, 

Russia •.  951 

Tourists  and  touring,  commission,  American 

Industrial,  visit  to  France 483 

Australian  industrial,  visit  to  U.  S 849 

Colombian  ofDcials  visit  U.S 495 

reprssentative  visit  to  U.S.,  South  Africa.  509 

traffic  fluctuatbns,  Bermuda 403 

traveling  expenses  and  conditions,  Lima 

tolqultos 1119 

Townsend,  R.  8.  (vice  consul,  Carlsbad), 
postal  service,  international  aero,  Ber- 
lin to  Constantinople 1059 

seeds,  flax 1064 

wages,  miners',  new  scale 751 

Toys,   ate  Novelties. 

Tradeextenslon,  agency,  railroad,  Babona..  243 
American,  handicapped  by  short-paid 

postage,  Italy 1229 

trade  gatais  bi  Argentina 177 

American  flrnis,  agencies,  names  wanted, 

Greece 1054 

branch  established,  (Canada 365 

delay  in  filling  orders,  Australia 970 

demand,  Curacao 983 

France 1202 

Imports  on  American  ships,  Wales...  707 

inSpabi 297 

new  brands,  Haiti 487 

opportnnlties,  Haiti 811 

popular,  Spain 1197 

use  increased,  Shanghai 307 
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Trade  extension,  branch  olBce,  cooperative, 

Detroit 690 

established,  Portland 924 

bureau,  information,  Siberia 985 

catalogues,  distribution,  British  enter- 
prise, Chile 483 

wanted  by  New  York  bank  branch, 

Chile 1230 

wanted,  Netherlands 814 

chamber  of  commerce,  Latin  American, 

England 248 

commercial   agent,  to  study  electrical 

goods 699 

to  study  railwav  equipment 702 

to  visit  U.S.,  Chile 999 

oommercialcenter  dovelaping,  Hopduras.  951 

commercial  cooperation ,  U.  5 1192 

commercial  museum,  Peru 293 

commercial  policy,  common  Scandina- 
vian   818 

commission  to  study  Industries,  British 

India 194 

communications,  addressing  to  commer- 
cial attach^ 915 

conference  with  consuls,  U.  S Si, 

207,  U 1, 3  >4, 295, 357, 392, 491 ,  543, 

999,  813,  879,  958, 1103, 1197, 1231 

confidential  circular  results,  Netherlands.  943 

consular  Invoices,  purchase  at  consulates.  153 

required    for    parcel-post   packages, 

Chile 1023 

consular  ofllces,  correspondence 175 

Uanagua  discontinued 895 

consular  work  results,  British  Oulana 693 

Canary  Islands 625 

Denmark 471 

England 499 

France 759.1202 

Greece 643,789 

New  Zealand 697 

Norway 501 

Paraguay 393 

Slam 17 

South  Africa 695 

Spain 297,631,1039,1151,1197 

WestAfrica 452 

correspondence  with  commercial  agents. .  235 

devekipment,  Norway 297 

Russian-Anierk!aii 819 

distrkst  offlce,  results,  U.  S 42,415,990 

domestic,  slogan,  New  Zealand 620 

druggists'  supplies,  South  America 308 

enemy  business  list  discontinued,  Eng- 
land   787 

export  declaration  oath  required, Canada.  1071 

export  development,  Canada  411 

exporters,  su^estlons  to 99,211 

general  delivery,  Canada ., .  349 

goods,  pillaging  regulations,  Australia 913 

mqulries  too  taidelmite 175 

language,  Russian,  teaching 535,979 

Ttu'kish,use 993 

mail-order  opportunities,  Belgian  Kongo.  449 

members  of  agricultural  society,  Chile. . .  366 

methods,  American  consulate,  France. . .  1218 

British,  China 787 

Japanese,  Australasia 1216 

Russia 514 

SouthAmerica 928 

New  Zealand mi 

museum,  commercial,  Uanchuria 101 

industrial,  Switzerland 968 

Netherlands  Oversea  Trust 309 

onicials  visit  U.S.,  Colombia 465 

opportunities,  American,  Australia 671 

Canary  Islands 278 

Chile 986 

MarUnique 404' 

Siberia 586 

Pacific  coast  products 83 

raw  materials,  shortage,  Norway 918 

representative  to  visit  Japan,  IT.  S 800 

requirements,  Switzerland 865 

restrictions,  tobacco,  Netherlands 200 

Russian  goods,  exporting  to  U.  S 713 

salesman  visits  Swltsarland 213 

salesmen,  use  of,  Norway 397 
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Tiade  eztmskm,  samples,  Brazil lU 

(todents,  RussJan,  Tish  IT.  S 832 

subsidy,  Kngland 610 

amdrles,  trade,  China 83« 

teduucsl  trade  supplies,  Italy 95 

trade,  gains  in. 4  tfcntina 177 

trade  jauniBls,  for  legation  in  Bolivia 310 

trade  opportunity,  results,  Canada 10S4 

Fren^Alrica 691 

India 8»S 

Siam 19 

SouthAfrlca 362 

Switzerland m 108S 

Tunis...- M 

fnited  Stotes 884 

World 928 

trade  periodicals  wanted,  Switzerland ...  865 

window  display,  Spain 297 

Trade-marks.    See  Patents  and  trade-marks. 
Trade  organizations,  assoriailon,   breeders', 
growers',  and  Judges',   South  Af- 
rica   772 

British,  trade  extension,  China 787 

commercial,  Norway 818 

cooperative  textile,  Oennany 7J9 

fruit  growers'  federation.  New  Zea- 
land.    593 

fruit  and  TMetable  product  manu- 
facturers, Netherlands 377 

manufacturers',  Uruguay 1092 

Transvaal  fruit  growers 773 

board,  meat  industnr  and  abattoir,  Aus- 
tralia   617 

board  of  trade  Investigations,  New  Zea- 
land   604 

bourses,  Switzerland 1073 

bureaus,  economic  affairs,  Turkey 733 

export,  central  agriciiltural,  Nether- 

land<= 337 

dhamberofcommerce, American,  Brazil..  307 

British,  Hanrhuria 877 

French,  Brazil 959 

G«rman,Cbile 985 

Latin  American,  England 248 

report,  Netherlands 184 

combmations,  trade,  prohibited,  Russia..  926 
commission,    agricultural,    for    loaning 

money,Canada 1013 

American  Industrial,  visit  to  France.  483 

com,  Argentina 903 

food,Narway 102 

indostrial.vlsittoU.S 849 

Investigation  of  grain  markets,  Ar- 

gentiiu 908 

technical,  study  of  metallurgical  ques- 
tion, Spain 1028 

committee,  iron  foundry,  Japan 1022 

wool  advisory,  England 1014 

company,  bunker  coal  and  land  depot, 

Spain 706 

foreign,  regulations,  Chile 813 

meat-xacldng,  Paraguay 738 

matallurgicar,  Siherte 985 

mlnlng,Chile 872 

natallte  motor  spirit,  Natal 990 

naTigation,  ChQe 840 

new,  Argentina 1323 

Japan 38 

Russia 1185 

oO,  expansion,  Winnipeg 363 

organized,  Chile 746 
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exrauknge,  fruit  operations,  Cuba 582 

taflnres,  commercial,  Netherlands 945 

fedaration,  industrial,  England 967 
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syndicate,  asbestos,  Russia 343 

oil,  Chilean-Bolivian 60 
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agriculture,  conditions,  Wales 78, 1306 

American  goods  imported  in  American 

ships,  Wales 707 

coal,  exports  and  prices 249 
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mended   28,436,858 

Steamboat-Inspection  Service 361 
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exposition,  chemical  Industries 1121 
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Commerce  Depatment 1179 
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to  visit  Japan 800 
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materials,  flre-reslstlng 225 
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skins,  fox,  from  Pribilof  Islands 158 

soaps,  exports  to  Haiti 210 

Industry  census 29 

soapstoneahd  talc 223 

spices,  definitions  and  standards 1182 

steamship  service  from  Hongkong 163 
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United  states,  tin  industry 418 
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trade,  development  with  Russia 819 

fsains  in  Arnntina 177 

tnde  opportunity  results 884 
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India 726 
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Santo  Domingo 1165 
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water  supply  >  fisheries  station 471,473 
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Unen  trade 605 
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Veoetoela,  ammunition 130 
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ciTllcode 1181 
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national 771 

railwav  branch  opening 844 

rates,  freight 66 

road  machinery 117 
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velveteen  trade 990 

water  supply,  Caracas 348 

VOladrouin,  St.  C.  (consular  agent,  Jeremie), 

pens,  fountain,  and  pencils.  Ink 1174 
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death  rate,  Vntted  States 1060 

men  of  military  age,  United  States 40 

populatkin,  census,  C^anal  Zone 302 

Chosen 258 

Japan 283 

NewZealand 818 

proposeil,  Honduras 1031 

permanent,  China 979 

statlttlcs,  Kev  South  Wales 289 
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production  and  trade 966 
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Von  Uotz,  F.  B.  (.special  agent),  agricultural 
Implements,  method  of  executing 
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rice  plantation,  Bratil 890 

agriculture,  development,  Uruguay 506 

com  shelters,  Argentina 422 

seed'Oleaningmaohine,  Argentina 340 

seeding  maohinery,  Argentina 360 

Von  Zielinskl,  C.  M.  J.  (vice  consul,  Santo 
Domingo),  ships  and  shipping  service, 

Santo  Dombigo  to  Porto  Rico 769 

sugar  crop 1149 

trade  review 1166 

Vopicka,  C.  J.  (Amerioan  minister),  meat 

restrioted,  Rouraania 721 

Wages.   Sa  Labor  and  wages. 

Waller,  O.  P.,  Jr.  (vloe  consul,  Fatras),  cm> 

rants,  Greece 237 

machines  and  maohinery,  currant  pack- 
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regulatknis,  Denmark 273 

Washington,  H.  L.  (consul,  Liverpool),  milk- 

ing  machines 490 

salt  exports 982 

ships  and  shipping 366 
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shipping 114 

soaps,  wawing 665,734 
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See  aim  Knitting  and  knit  goods. 
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Wire  and  wire  goods,  fencing  shortage,  Uru- 
guay   455 

Wolcott,  H.  M.  (oonsul,  Habana),  bakery 
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fountain 1204 

Young,  W.  J.  (consul,  Carlsbad),  agrteultnral 

crops,  Bohemia 331 

cement  poets  for  hop  gardens 636 

grass  seed 601 

nop  area. SSO 

potato  crop 818 

railway  rates 974 

Zabriskie,  L.  K.  (consul,  St.  Thomas),  auto- 
mobile trade 418 

bay-rum  industry 115 

sugar  crop,  St.  Croix 498 

Zowe,lE.  L.  (vice  consul,  Puerto  Plata),  co- 
conut, copra,  and  oil  trade 1314 
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JAPAN'S  EZPOBTS  OF  TEA  FOB  FAST  TEAS. 

The  Yokohama  and  Tokyo  Foreign  Board  of  Trade  has  pre- 
pared statistics  of  the  export  of  tea  from  Japan  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada  for  the  season  of  1915-16,  including  dates  of  shipments, 
names  of  vessels,  quantities  from  Ydsohama  and  Shimidzu,  and  those 
from  Kobe,  the  quantities  delivered  at  four  destinations  (New  York 
and  the  East ;  Chicago  and  the  West ;  San  Francisco  and  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  Canada)  and  the  total  exports  from  Japan  in  each  cargo, 
and  for  the  entire  period. 

The  total  for  the  period  from  May  1,  1915,  to  April  30,  1916,  was 
39,311,195  pounds,  compared  with  33,783,990  pounds  in  the  period 
from  May  1,  1914,  to  April  30, 1915,  an  increase  of  5,527,205  pounds., 
The  total  for  the  past  year  includes,  besides  those  mentioned,  ship- 
ments from  Yokkaichi  to  the  United  States  amounting  to  2,075,68^ 
pounds,  and  to  Canada  amounting  to  263,755  pounds. 

The  report  has  been  forwarded  from  Yokohama  by  Consul  General 
George  H.  Scidmore. 

UAHCHTTBIAH  BEAN  HILLS  TO  CLOSE. 

[Vice  Consul  E.  B.   Dickoyer,   Datren,  Japanese  Leased   Territory,  May   31.] 

According  to  the  Manshu  Nichi-nichi  Shimbun,  the  violent  fluctua- 
tions of  the  silver  exchange  market  are  causing  considerable  losses 
to  bean-mUl  operators.  The  price  of  bean  cake,  as  quoted  in  Darien 
on  May  3,  was  1.15  silver  yen  per  piece,  or  about  1.23  gold  yen.  The 
price  at  the  Fukagawa  market,  in  Tokyo,  was  1.43  gold,  yen  per 
piece,  and  exporters  found  that  when  the  freight  charges  to  Tokyo 
(about  35  sen,  gold,  per  piece)  were  added  to  the  Darien  market 
price  they  would  be  losing  several  sen  on  every  cake  shipped  to 
Tokyo.  Consequently,  the  bean-cake  manufacturers  were  obliged 
to  await  a  more  favorable  market,  and  in  the  meantime  the  cakes 
were  accumulating  in  the  warehouses.  On  May  5  the  Manchurian 
Daily  News  reported  that  several  minor  Chinese  mills  had  shut 
down  and  the  big  Japanese  mills  were  reducing  their  output,  because 
of  the  unfavorable  conditions. 

The  Kyoto  Shimpo  stated  on  May  31  that  whereas  in  ordinary 
years  the  Dairen  bean  mills  do  not  usually  stop  operations  until  late 
4aw*— la  1 
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in  June  or  July,  this  year  they  will  close  down  for  the  summer  on 
Jime  5.  This  is  because  of  the  unprecedented  dullness  in  the  bean- 
cake  trade,  and  although  the  mills  have  cut  down  their  output  almost 
half,  the  cakes  are  still  being  produced  faster  than  the  market  de- 
mands them.  In  contrast  to  the  Dairen  mills,  the  bean  mills  of 
Mukden,  Harbin,  and  Vladivostok,  either  because  of  better  freight 
rates  or  because  of  the  Russian  Government  subsidy,  are  enjoying 
rather  better  conditions. 

However,  in  spite  of  the  dullness  of  tlie  season,  the  annual  balance 
sheet  of  the  Nisshin  Bean  JMills  (one  of  the  largest  bean-oil  and  bean- 
cake  concerns  in  Dairen)  shows  a  favorable  outcome  of  the  season's 
business,  as  the  company  was  able  to  declare  a  10  per  cent  dividend, 
give  bonuses  amounting  to  $7,500  to  oflBcers,  set  aside  $10,000  for 
further  dividends,  and  carry  $12,900  forward  to  next  term. 

EEEPIlfG  IMPLEHEHTS  IS  STOCK  FOB  AEOEKTIKA. 

[Special  Agent  Frank  H.  Voa  Motz.] 

Argentina  is  an  agricultural  and  pastoral  country  and  its  pros- 
perity is  measured  by  the  abundance  of  its  harvests.  Importing 
houses  in  Buenos  Aires  have  to  place  initial  orders  for  large  numbers 
of  implements  many  months  before  they  are  actually  required. 
They  are  therefore  very  conservative  in  their  estimates  as  to  the 
number  they  will  need,  and  place  initial  orders  on  the  basis  of  what 
they  will  require  in  case  of  a  poor  harvest. 

If  early  reports  indicate  a  good  harvest  they  are  anxious  to  profit 
by  it  and  consequently  send  m  new  orders,  which  must  be  filled  at 
once  or  the  goods  wiU  arrive  too  late  for  the  season  and  have  to  be 
carried  over  for  a  full  year.  , 

The  American  manufacturer  who  has  entered  the  market  of  Ar- 
gentina has  been  successful  in  proportion  to  his  promptness  in  ex- 
ecuting orders.  It  is  particularly  advisable  at  this  time  that  he  carry 
at  least  25  per  cent  of  his  yearly  sales  on  hand  at  all  times,  either 
in  goods  already  made  up  or  in  material  that  can  be  made  up  on 
short  notice.  Sieveral  manufacturers  are  beginning  to  do  this,  and 
if  the  others  do  not  adopt  this  policy  all  the  trade  will  go  to  the 
manufacturer  who  is  never  without  goods. 

It  is  unwise  to  substitute  goods  sold  on  the  Argentine  market  with 
others,  even  though  the  difference  is  hardly  noticeable,  in  order  to 
fill  orders  more  promptly.  Farmers  become  siispicious  if  after  orders 
are  placed  substitutes  are  offered,  and  general^  cancel  their  orders. 
If  the  importer  substitutes  without  previous  advice,  the  implement 
is  returned  in  nearly  every  case.  A  happy  solution  of  the  problem 
and  one  that  will  probably' bring  good  results  is  for  the  manufacturer 
to  ship  initial  orders  promptly  and  be  prepared  to  ship  from  25  to 
50  per  cent  more  within  a  week  or  10  days  after  receipt  of  order. 
Several  factories  can  without  doubt  increase  their  volume  of  business 
in  the  Argentine  50  per  cent  annually  without  any  additional  ex- 
pense, if  they  will  adopt  this  policy. 


Vice  Consul  E.  R.  Dickover  reports  that  the  Solite  Manufacturing 
Co.  (a  concern  that  makes  a  waterproof  and  fireproof  paint)  plans 
to  iii;mufacti"<'  Imriiim  chloride,  barium  sulphate,  and  caustic  soda 

in  its  phuit  t.t  Dairen,  MarclMiria. 
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FOBEiaN  HABKETS  FOB  MATTBESS  FILLINO. 
ABOEimirA. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  Kosarlo,  May  10.1 

laiinal  Hair  and 'Its  Snhstltntes. 

The  consumption  of  animal  hair  for  filler  is  not  large  at  Rosario. 
It  is  usually  replaced  by  wool,  vegetable  hair,  dried  nax  fiber,  and 
various  kinds  of  waste.  The  important  Argentine  live-stock  industry 
offers  an  abundant  supply  of  raw  hair.  Exports  of  hair  (cerda) 
from  Argentina  averaged  5,388,666  pounds  from  1909  to  1913  and 
amounted  to  4546,557  pounds  in  1914  and  5,928,000  pounds  in  1915. 

Considerable  quantities  of  cleaned  and  prepared  hair  for  filler 
were  formerly  imported.  During  recent  years  the  industry  has 
become  fairly  important  in  Argentina,  and  at  present  no  imported 
hair  is  used  in  this  vicinity,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  It  does  not 
appear  at  all  likely  that,  with  present  high  fi-eights  and  lack  of 
shipping,  imported  hair  could  compete  with  the  native  product. 

Hair  is  prepared  by  small  concerns  for  purely  local  consumption 
at  a  number  of  points  in  this  district.  As  a  rule,  little  or  no  effort 
is  made  in  such  cases  to  properly  classify  the  hair,  as  the  producer 
^erally  consumes  it  himself  in  making  harness  and  saddlery. 
There  are,  however,  a  few  important  concerns  which  turn  out  a  good 
grade  of  hair  considered  by  consumers  very  little  inferior  to  that 
prepared  abroad.  Buenos  Aires  is  the  principal  producing  and  dis- 
tributing center.  One  large  producer  m  this  di^rict  has  a  factory 
at  Cordoba  and  a  sales  office  in  Buenos  Aires. 
Meet  Paid  by  Consumers  of  Animal  Hair. 

Animal  hair  prepared  for  filler  is  sold  by  the  10  kilos  (22  pounds) 
and  ranges  in  price  from  12  to  35  paper  pesos  ($5.10  to  $14.8G), 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  23  to  67  cents  per  pound,  according  to  grades. 
These  are  the  prices  paid  by  local  consumers.  The  average  price 
paid  for  grades  used  by  furniture  makers  is  about  38  cents  per  pound. 

The  consumption  or  so-called  vegetable  hair  is  considerably  larger 
at  Rosario  than  that  of  animal  hair.  This  product  is  understood 
here  to  be  a  variety  of  seaweed  Collected  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Vegetable  hair  heretofore  has  been  imported  chiefly  from  France, 
where  Marseille  is  the  principal  market.  Total  imports  into  Ar- 
gentina averaged  about  310,000  pounds  from  1909  to  1913.  Im- 
ports in  1914  were  about  156,000  pounds,  and  in  1915  about  170,000 
pomids.  It  cost  consumers  before  the  war  about  25  paper  centavos 
per  kilo,  which  is  equivalent  to  4.8  cents  per  pound.  The  present 
price  is  40  paper  centavos  per  kilo  (7.7  cents  per  pound),  and  the 
recent  increases  in  freight  rates  from  Marseille  are  considered  almost 
prohibitive.  The  American  consul  is  informed  that  this  product  will 
soon  be  imported  from  Bahia,  Brazil,  a  20,000-pound  order  having 
been  placed  recently  at  90  gold  centavos  per  10  kilos  (3.9  cents'  per 
pound)  c.  i.  f.  Rosario. 
Abnadant  Snpplies  of  Articles  TTsed  for  Filler. 

Other  articles  used  for  filler  are  all  produced  locally,  and  supplies 
are  eo  abundant  and  cheap  as  to  make  competition  practically  out 
of  the  question  for  similar  foreign  products. 
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Argentina  is  one  of  the  principal  flax-growing  countries.  Dried 
flax  fiber  can  be  obtained  by  consumers  at  10  paper  centavos  per 
kilo  (1.9  cents  per  pound). 

A  good  grade  of  wool,  of  which  Argentina  possesses  an  unlimited 
supply,  costs  ordinarily  1.40  paper  pesos  per  kilo  (27  cents  per 
pound),  although  the  present  price  is  2.30  paper  pesos  per  kilo 
(44  cents  per  pound).    This  refers  to  grades  suitable  for  filler. 

Hair  and  its  substitutes  for  filler  are  consumed  at  Eosario  by 
manufacturers  of  upholstered  furniture,  vehicles,  mattresses,  and 
harness  and  saddlery. 

Manufacturers  of  upholstered  furniture  use  dried  flax  fiber  to  give 
the  form,  and  either  animal  or  vegetable  hair  for  a  filler.    At  present 
manufacturers  buy  their  supplies  either  locally  or  in  Buenos  Aires. 
Total  Consvmption  of  Aaimal  Hair. 

The  quantity  of  animal  hair  used  is  not  large  and  would  not  war- 
rant direct  importation.  The  leading  Rosario  manufacturer  of  up- 
holstered furniture  estimates  his  annual  consumpti<Hi  of  animal  hair 
at  1,100  pounds.  He  states  that  he  formerly  used  imported  hair,  but 
that  for  some  years  past  he  has  used  only  the  native  product  which 
he  purchases  in  Buenos  Aires.  This  he  considers  only  slightly  infe- 
rior to  hair  prepared  abroad. 

Hair  is  used  to  a  very  slight  extent  for  mattresses.  For  good  and 
medium  grade  mattresses  wool  is  almost  universally  used,  while 
cheap  mattresses  are  made  of  burlap  and  other  waste.  There  are 
many  small  shops  at  Bosario  which  make  mattresses  to  order. 

Manufacturers  of  vehicles,  as  well  as  harness  and  saddlery  makers, 
use  some  animal  hair,  although  vegetable  hair  is  preferred  on  ac- 
coimt  of  its  cheapness.  They  pur(£ase  locally  or  in  Buenos  Aires 
the  small  supplies  of  both  products  required. 

[Lists  of  manufacturers  of  upholstered  furniture,  manufacturers  of  mat- 
tresses, manufacturers  of  vehicles,  manufacturers  of  harness  and  saddlery,  and 
t^e  names  of  a  manufacturer  of  animal  hair  for  Aller  and  an  Importer  of 
vegetable  hair  at  Rosario  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  of  :^oreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  olDces.  Refer  to  file  Na  77356.  Corre- 
spondence slK>uld  be  in  Spanish.] 

C1TBA. 

.   [Consul  P.  Ucn-lII  Grtffltb,  Santiago  dc  Cuba,  June  6.] 

Classes  of  Material  Used. 

There  is  little  demand  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  or  vicinity  for  shoddy 
such  as  is  used  in  the  United  States  in  the  manufacture  of  mat- 
tresses. Practically  all  of  the  mattresses  and  pillows  of  various  kinds 
here  are  made  of  lana  de  ceiba,  macio,  or  guajaca. 

Lana  de  ceiba  resembles  cotton  and  comes  trom  a  tree  known  in 
the  United  States  as  the  cottonwood.  It  grows  extensively  through 
this  section  of  the  island  and  retails  in  the  market  at  about  25  cents 
a  pound. 

Macio  is  the  blossom  of  a  plant  resembling  cane  and  is  found 
along  the  banks  of  rivers.    It  retails  at  about  15  cents  a  pound. 

Guajaca  is  a  flaxenlike  growth  which  hangs  from  trees  and  is 
found  in  abundance  throughout  tropical  countries.  After  undergo- 
ing a  special  process  of  washing  and  drying,  it  resembles  horsdtiair. 
It  is  used  extensively  among  the  lower  classes,  inasmuch  as  a  large 
bag  can  be  purchased  for  about  50  cents. 
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The  first  two  plants  mentioned  are  indigenous  to  Cuba,  and  the 
dried  products  referred  to  give  greater  satisfaction  than  any  kind  of 
cotton  or  woolen  material  imported,  inasmuch  as  they  are  cooler, 
lighter,  quite  durable,  and  less  expensive. 

Some  Kattresses  Imported  from  ITiiited  States. 

There  are  two  or  three  establishments  here  in  which  mattresses  are 
made  exclusively  by  hand.  They  are  much  thinner  than  American 
mattresses  and  ordinarily  retail  from  $2  to  $4  each.  Some  of  the 
best  qualities  of  native  manufacture  are  received  from  Habana  and 
some  are  imported  from  the  United  States,  but  on  account  of  their 
omiposition,  freight,  and  cost,  the  demand  is  limited. 

[A  list  of  names  of  dealers  in  mattresses  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  dis- 
trict offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77374.] 

EKOXAHI). 
[Consul  R.  E.  Holaday,  Manchester,  Apr.  10.] 
Inports  from  the  IJnited  States. 

The  manufacture  of  hair  and  cotton-flock  mattresses  is  an  im- 
portant industiT  in  the  Manchester  consular  district.  Fillers  for 
mattresses  are  largely  imported  from  the  United  States.  Before 
the  outbreak  of  the  present  war,  materials  were  supplied  from  the 
Continent  of  Europe.  Large  quantities  of  curled  hair  are  used  by 
the  local  makers  of  mattresses,  and  the  general  practice  seems  to 
be  for  them  to  make  their  purchases  in  10-hundredweight  lots  (1 
hundredweight=112  pounds),  through  agents  in  London. 

Imports  of  hair  into  Manchester  from  the  United  States  during 
1915  were:  Cow,  $11,173;  goat's  (other  than  mohair),  $63,848;  horse, 
$3,479;  total  imports  of  hair,  $78,500. 

The  figures  given  do  not  show  the  full  magnitude  of  the  trade 
here,  for  large  importations  from  the  United  States  are  received 
here  through  the  ports  of  London  and  Liverpool. 

[Lists  of  mattress  manufacturers  and  of  curled-hair  manufacturers  at  Man- 
chester may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  75971.] 

SWITZEELAKD. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schuiz,  Berne,  May  27.] 
Svitzerland  Imports  Horsehair  in  Large  Quantities. 

In  Switzerland  horsehair  is  the  chief  material  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  mattresses  and  upholstered  furniture.  The  use  of  sea 
grass  is  largely  limited  to  children's  mattresses. 

Horsehair  is  imported  by  Switzerland  in  large  quantities,  gen- 
erally in  a  raw  condition  from  Argentina  and  Siberia.  About  a 
dozen  mills  buy  the  article,  of 'which  one  is  in  this  consular  district. 
In  normal  times  Switzerland  also  bought  so-called  prepared  horse- 
hair from  France  and  Italy,  but  these  sources  of  supply  are  now 
dosed. 

The  raw  hair  is  prepared  at  Swiss  horsehair-spinning  mills  and 
sold  to  dealers.  Sales  are  also  sometimes  made  directly  to  big  con- 
sumers.   The  terms  are  30  days,  with  3  to  5  per  cent,  according  to 
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the  business  done.    It  is  packed  in  bales  of  about  100  to  200  pounds. 

The  prices  vary  from  $0.50  to  $3,  with  about  26  qualities  on  the 

market.    Prices  are  from  30  to  50  per  cent  higher  than  before  die 

war. 

Sea  Grass  Received  from  Africa. 

Sea  grass  is  imported  by  dealers  from  Africa.  It  is  packed  in 
bundles  from  150  to  200  pounds.  Its  price  varies  from  $4  to  $6 
per  220  pounds.  Prices  have  gone  up  but  10  per  cent  since  the  war 
started. 

A  local  firm,  which  is  perhaps  the  largest  dealer  in  Switzerland 
in  horsehair,  sea  grass  and  similar  articles  for  bedding,  upholstered 
furniture,  etc.,  states  that  the  country  is  by  no  means  able  to  cover 
its  own  needs  at  present,  and  that  the  outlook  for  the  American 
article  in  this  line  seems  promising,  if  freight  and  insurance  charges 
are  not  too  high.  This  concern  is  already  an  importer  of  various 
articles  from  the  United  States.  It  has  arranged  to  pay  for  the  goods 
upon  arrival.  It  desires  similar  arrangem«its  in  the  prospective 
curled-hair  trade.  Shipments  of  from  10,000  to  20,000  pounds  are 
involved. 

[Lists  of  dealers  in  betiding  goods,  of  furnltnre  inanufncturei-s,  of  dealers 
In  horsehair,  and  of  hoi-sehair-spinniug  mills  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bttrean 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
77445.  The  fittn  wiiose  offer  is  mentioned  in  tliis  dispatch  heads  the  list  «f 
dealers  in  horsehair  and  sea  grass.] 


SALT  OTDVSTET  OF  KWAHOnTNG  LEASED  TEBItlTOBY. 

[Vice  Consul  E.  It.  Dlckover,  Duircn,  Mancburia,  China,  Uay  31.1 

The  outlook  for  the  1916  yield  of  salt  in  the  Kwangtung  Leased 
Territory  is  very  good,  as  the  Japan  Salt  Manufacturing  Co.  expects 
to  harvest  about  80,000  tons.  The  Japan  Salt  Manu&ctui-ing  Oo. 
(a  subsidized  combination  of  small  companies)  has  not  found  the 
demand  for  its  salt  in  China  as  lai^e  as  was  expected,  and  conse- 
quently the  governmental  authorities  and  the  company  agents  are 
seeking  a  markrt  for  the  surplus.  A  representative  of  the  Kwangtung 
government  had  made  a  contract  with  the  government  of  the  Dutch 
Indies  for  the  annual  delivery  of  5,000  tons  of  salt,  but  the  scarcity 
of  ships  since  the  outbreak  of  war  has  forced  an  abandonment  of  this 
scheme.  The  autliorities  are  now  trying  to  find  a  market  for  salt 
in  the  South  Seas. 

Another  scheme  is  to  manufacture  soda  from  the  surplus  salt. 
There  are  now  about  70,000  tons  of  salt  annually  available  for  this 
purpose.  This  quantity  could  easily  be  increased  to  over  100,000 
tons.  From  this  amount  of  salt  50,000  tons  of  soda  could  be  pro- 
duced. 

Promoters  are  now  securing  subscriptions  for  stock  of  a  company 
which  will  manufacture  soda  from  salt  by  the  electrolytic  process. 


An  examination  of  the  quicksilver  deposits  of  the  Mazatzal  Hange, 
Ariz.,  has  been  made  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  and  the 
report  published  as  Bulletin  620-r.  A  copy  of  the  report  may  be 
obtained  free  on  application  addressed  to  the  survey  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 
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CEBHilCATEB  UPEBOAT  MEN  ON  POBEIGN  VESSELS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  and  Steamboat-Inspec- 
tion Service  have  jointly  issued  a  department  circular  No.  271  en- 
titled "  Certificated  lifeboat  men  on  foreign  vessels,"  dated  June  12, 
1916,  providing  for  the  number  of  certificated  lifeboat  men  to  be 
carried  on  foreign  vessels  under  the  provisions  of  section  H  of 
the  seamen's  act  and  the  method  of  obtaining  certificates  of  efficiency 
for  lifeboat  men  for  such  vessels. 

It  is  provided  that  there  shall  be  for  each  boat  oi'  raft  a  number 
of  lifeboat  men  at  least  equal  to  that  specified  as  follows:  If  the 
boat  or  raft  carries  25  persons  or  less  the  minimum  number  of  certifi- 
cated lifeboat  men  shall  be  1 ;  if  the  boat  or  raft  carries  26  persons 
and  less  than  41  persons  the  minimum  number  of  certificated  life- 
boat men  shall  be  2 ;  if  the  boat  or  raft  carries  41  persons  and  less 
than  61  persons  the  minimum  number  of  certificated  lifeboat  men 
shall  be  3 ;  if  the  boat  or  raft  carries  from  61  to  85  persons  the  mini- 
mum number  of  certificated  lifeboat  men  shall  be  4;  if  the  boat 
or  raft  carries  from  86  to  110  persons  the  minimum  number  of 
certificated  lifeboat  men  shall  be  5 ;  if  the  boat  or  raft  carries  from 
111  to  160  persons  the  minimum  number  of  certificated  lifeboat 
men  shall  be  6 ;  if  the  boat  or  raft  carries  from  161  to  210  jiersons 
the  minimum  number  of  certificated  lifeboat  men  shall  be  7;  and, 
thereafter,  one  additional  certificated  lifeboat  man  for  each  addi- 
tional 50  persons:  Provided  *  «  *  that  one-half  the  number 
of  rafts  carried  shall  have  a  capacity  exceeding  15  pei-sons. 

Statu  of  Certifleated  Lifeboat  Man. 

By  "  certificated  lifeboat  man  "  is  meant  any  member  of  the  crew 
who  holds  a  certificate  of  efficiency  issued  under  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  Conmierce,  who  is  directed  to  provide  for  the  issue 
of  such  certificates.  In  order  to  obtain  the  special  lifeboat  man's 
certificate  the  applicant  must  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  an  officer 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  that  he  has  been  trained 
in  all  the  operations  connected  with  launching  lifeboats  and  the 
use  of  oars;  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  practical  handling  of 
the  boats  themselves;  and,  further,  that  he  is  capable  of  understand- 
ing and  answering  the  orders  relative  to  lifeboat  service. 

In  accordance  with  the  law  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  has  desig- 
nated the  following  officers  to  examine  applicants  for  certificates 
as  lifeboat  men :  Any  conmiissioned  or  warrant  officer  of  the  United 
States  Navy  who  may  be  detailed  for  such  duty  by  the  commandant 
of  any  navy  yard  or  the  commanding  officer  of  any  vessel  of  the 
United  States  Navy;  commissioned  officers  of  the  line  and  warrant 
officers  of  the  rank  of  boatswain  or  keeper  in  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard;  deck  officers  of  the  vessels  of  the  Lighthouse  Service, 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  and  the  Fisheries  Service;  local  and  as- 
fflstant  inspectors  of  hulls  in  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service. 

Certificate  of  efficiency  for  lifeboat  men  on  foreign  vessels  issued 
bj  competent  authorities  of  the  countries  to  which  such  foreign  ves- 
sels belong  will  be  accepted  as  evidence  that  lifeboat  men  so  certifi-* 
cated  comply  with  the  requirements  of  section  14  of  the  seamen's 
act.  Such  foreign  certificates  should  certify  that  the  lifeboat  man 
has  been  examined  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  seamen's 
act  and  found  competent. 
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AXJSTEAIIA  AS  A  HABEET  FOB  FIIINO  CABINETS. 

[Commercial  Attache  PhlUp  B.  Kennedy,  Melbotirne,  May  29.] 

The  present  situation  in  reference  to  marketing  filing  cabinets  of 
American  manufacture  in  Australia  appears  to  me  after  a  partial 
canvass  of  the  trade  to  be  unsatisfactory.  It  is  unsatisfactory  not 
because  filing  cabinets  are  not  in  general  use  but  because  proper 
effort  does  not  seem  to  have  been  made  to  introduce  the  high-grade 
American  article. 

Firms  here  carry  stocks  of  wood  filing  cabinets  of  local  manufac- 
ture side  by  side  with  wood  and  steel  American  cabinets.  The 
locally  made  wood  filing  cabinets  have  by  far  the  larger  s.ile ;  this  is 
partly  due  to  the  fact  that  these  can  be  sold  at  a  lower  price.  Ameri- 
can filing  cabinets,  both  wood  and  steel,  must  pay  a  duty  of  45  per 
cent  ad  valorem.  (On  British  goods  the  duty  is  35  per  cent;  there 
is  evidently  little  British  competition,  however.)  Freight  also 
figures  rather  high  on  filing  cabmets  because  they  are  bulky.  The 
expenses  of  laying  down  American  cabinets  in  Australia  makes  it 
necessary  to  charge  prices  much  higher  than  is  customary  in  the 
United  States,  especially  for  the  cheaper  grades,  which  are  at  times 
150  per  cent  above  the  usual  United  States  quotations.  On  better 
grades  an  advance  of  at  least  75  per  cent  is  found. 

Dealers  also  have  an  incentive  to  push  cabinets  of  local  manufac- 
ture because  Government  departments  alw^s  purchase  supplies  of 
Australian  manufacture  where  possible.  Prominent  local  dealers 
started  making  their  own  cabinets  to  supply  the  Government  and 
now  push  their  own  make  to  the  general  buyer  to  keep  their  shops 
running. 
Qnality  of  American  Goods  Most  Be  Emphasized. 

If  American  cabinets  are  to  be  more  widely  sold  they  must  be 
featured  on  a  quality  basis.  Since  it  costs  about  as  much  to  bring 
in  wood  cabinets  as  steel  ones,  local  dealers  think  that  steel  cabinets 
may  be  handled  to  better  advantage.  Local  cabinets  are  not  of  very 
good  quality ;  the  wood  from  which  they  are  made  is  seldom  properly 
seasoned,  and  warping  is  common.  Smooth  operation  is  also  lacking 
because  of  inferior  mechanical  ec[mpment.  The  superiority  of  first- 
class  American  filing  cabinets  is  so  patent  that  the  hi^er  price 
could  be  secured  if  their  merits  were  properly  demonstrated. 

Since  no  serious  effort  has  been  made  to  promote  the  sale  of  filing 
cabinets  the  buyer  generally  passes  them  by.  Usually  local  dealers 
who  have  noted  advertisements  in  America  trade  journals  have  in- 
dented a  small  order  through  an  American  export  commission  house, 
sometimes  securing  a  local  agency  at  the  same  time.  The  activity  oi 
the  American  company  has  end&d  with  filling  the  order.  The  local 
dealer  has  sometimes  had  these  filing  cabinets  in  his  showroom  for  a 
long  time. 

There  is  a  palpable  lack  of  enthusiam  among  the  local  agents.  In 
one  store  on  the  principal  business  street  of  Melbourne  I  discovered 
two  steel  filing  cases  of  American  manufacture.  The  shopkeeper  said 
he  doubted  their  being  any  more  fireproof  than  wooden  cases,  and 
that  he  personally  recommended  buying  the  wood  cabinets  made  in 
his  own  factory.  Another  merchant  said  that  he  did  sell  some  wood 
and  some  steel  American  cabinets,  and  that  he  thought  they  were 
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superior  to  his  own  manufacture;  "but,"  he  added,  "most  of  our 
patrons  don't  see  these  points  of  superiority."  Another  dealer,  who 
IS  an  active  agent  for  a  leading  make  of  American  typewriters,  a  few 
years  ago  stocked  some  American  filing  cabinets.  He  made  no  effort 
to  sell  them  and  was  rather  surprised  that  occasionally  a  purchaser 
saw  their  qualities  and  purchased  them. 
An  Efficiency  Expert's  Views. 

If  high-priced  steel  filing  cabinets  are  to  be  effectively  put  on  this 
market,  they  must  have  a  selling  campaign  behind  them.  A  sales 
representative  should  visit  Australia  and  personally  select  the  local 
agents,  and  instruct  them  in  retail  sales  methods  along  lines  fol- 
lowed in  th&  Unit«d  States.  Provision  should  be  made  for  local 
advertising,  and  possibly  for  salesmen  to  personally  canvass  business 
men.  At  intervals  a  representative  of  the  home  office  should  tour 
the  territory  and  keep  alive  enthusiasm  among  the  local  agents. 
The  best  local  agents  in  Australia  could  be  secured  if  a  serious  effort 
of  this  sort  were  attempted. 

In  this  connecti(m  the  views  of  Mr.  Arthur  Burnett,  an  American 
efficiency  expert  who  has  his  headquarters  in  Melbourne,  should  be 
of  special  interest.   Mr.  Burnett  wrote  me,  under  date  of  May  23 : 

What  is  needed  In  Australia  to  develop  the  sale  of  vertical  files  Is  tlie 
edocittion  o£  tbe  buying  public,  which  wUl  not,  under  present  conditions,  be 
dobe  by  tlie  average  stationery  firm  or  printer,  who,  in  tlie  main,  are  the  deal- 
ers in  this  class  of  goods  at  present 

Assuming  that  an  American  manufacturer  of  filing  cabinets  with  large  pro- 
ductive facllitiea  Is  desirous  of  <^)enlng  up  the  Australian  trade,  it  would 
be  essential  for  him  to  select  a  competent  general  representative  In  Australia, 
or,  better  yet,  send  out  from  the  factory  a  general  representative  on  a  "  mis- 
sionary "  campaign  Involving,  say,  12  months,  for  Anstralia  and  New  Zealand. 

Tliis  representative  would  have  to  be  thoroughly  versed  in  his  own  goods, 
including  processes  of  manufacture,  sales  talks,  and  reasons  why  his  par- 
ticalar  line  of  goods  at  his  particular  high  price  should  be  purchased;  and, 
of  big  importance,  with  positive  Information  aa  to  tbe  methods  of  forwarding 
and  pocking,  net  price  at  factory,  al)proximate  delivery  cost,  eta,  at  his  fingers* 
tips,  and  with  some  assurance  of  approximate  dates  of  delivery  from  time 
orders  ore  received  at  tbe  factory. 

This  general  representative  to  select  an  exclusive  selling  representative 
in  eadi  large  center,  such  representative  to  be  required  to  place  an  order  for 
a  sufficiently  large  number  of  files  to  Insure  his  pushing  them.  No  goods  to 
be  sent  on  consignment  and  no  agencies  to  be  placed  with  merely  sample  stock. 

The  gm^ral  r^resentative  to  devote  part  of  his  time  to  a  personal  selling 
ounpoign  in  tbe  main  center  where  each  sales  agency  is  located.  Thus,  for 
instance,  he  might  to  advantage  spend  two  months  In  Sydney,  two  months  in 
Melbourne,  one  each  in  Adelaide,  Perth,  and  Brisbane,  and  two  or  three  months 
in  New  Zealand. 

local  Sepresentatioa  Best— Advertising. 

There  is  no  single  firm  in  Australia  with  facilities  to  properly  represent  a 
large  Une  of  vertical  files  in  every  center.  Some  tliat  miglit  be  very  good 
for  Sydney  would  either  have  no  branch  in  Melbourne,  or  the  branch  there 
wmld  be  one  which  would  not  do  justice  to  the  line.  Therefore,  the  local 
agent  in  eadi  instance  would  have  to  be  personally  selected,  and  this  would 
inyolve  some  shrewd  negotiations,  inasmuch  as  the  lending  stationers  and 
printers  are  already  specializing  on  either  local  or  American  made  goods,  and 
acmetimes  on  botb. 

AdTerOslng  conditions  In  Australia  for  goods  of  this  class  are  very  dif- 
feent  from  those  in  the  United  States,  for  there  are  no  generally  read  or 
"idely  dJstrlboted  monthly  magazines.  A  weekly  publication  of  value  for  pub- 
Jic/ly  of  this  kind  Is  the  Bulletin  in  Sydney,  New  South  Wales;  this  has  a 
large  circulation  throughout  all  of  Australia,  and  Its  rates  compare  favorably. 
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with  tliosp  in  tliP  United  States.  Sucli  advertising  should  be  supplemented  by 
Kood  booklets,  painplilets,  folders,  etc.,  for  direct  mailing  or  other  distribu- 
tion to  tlie  ultimate  consumer. 

With  tlie  liigh  rate  of  duty  placed  on  advertlsiug  matter,  it  is  usually  found 
cheaper,  for  an  extensive  advertising  campaign,  to  have  cuts  sent  to  Australia 
and  the  actual  printing  done  here.  For  a  new.spaiier  advertising  campaign, 
most  articles  of  merchandise  would  be  well  taken  care  of  by  the  use  of  two 
morning  dailies  in  Melliourne,  two  In  Sydney,  and  one  each  in  Adelaide,  Bris- 
bane, and  Perth.  Tlie  average  rate  charged  by  these  would  be  about  $70 
per  issue  for  a  12-inch  double-column  advertisement. 

Supplying  local  dealers  with  catalogues  and  price  lists  and  writing 
them  an  occasional  sales  letter  may  gain  an  occasional  order.  This 
will  not  go  very  far,  however,  because  it  is  the  buying  public  that 
must  be  converted  before  substiantial  business  can  be  done. 

[A  list  of  firms  in  Melbourne,  Sydney,  Adelaide,  Brisbane,  and  Perth  that 
might  take  agencies  for  American  filing  cabinets  will  be  furnished,  upon  appli- 
cation, by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  office.*.] 


INCBEASES  SOAP  FBICES  IN  0EBUAN7. 

[Consul  Uarry  G.  Seltzer,  Brcslau,  May  20.] 

The  average  price  of  ordinary  laundry  soap  .in  Germany  before 
the  war  was  $0.07  to  $0.08  per  pound.  The  present  price  ranges 
from  $0.47  to  $0.83.  Ordinary  soft  soap,  which  was  sold  at  1.9  cents 
a  pound  before  the  war  is  now  difficult  to  get  at  30  cents.  The  retail 
price  of  domestic  toilet  soap  was  2.4  cents  to  11.9  cents  per  piece  be- 
fore the  war.  The  present  prices  range  from  9.5  cents  to  23.8  cents 
per  piece.  Imported  toilet  soaps  have  almost  disappeared  from  the 
market,  and  such  supplies  as  still  remain  in  stock  are  sold  at  an  in- 
crease of  150  to  250  per  cent. 

The  present  scarcity  of  soap  is  fully  realized  by  the  authorities 
who  have  adopted  regulations  governing  its  use. 

German  soap  manufacturers  have  succeeded  in  producing  limited 
(juantities  of  raw  materials  during  the  war,  but  there  is  an  increas- 
ing dearth  of  such  materials  for  the  manufacture  of  soap.  These 
materials  include  especially  tallow,  fats,  vegetable  oik,  and  I'osin. 
Statistics  of  German  imports  show  that  26,824  tons  of  beef  and  sheep 
tallow  were  imported  in  1913,  with  a  total  value  of  $4,341,120,  and 
that  imports  for  the  first  half  of  1914  amounted  to  10,960  tons,  valued 
at  $1,773,814. 

These  imports  came  principally  from  Australia,  Argentina,  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  France,  China,  and  Austria-Hungary, 
with  small  quantities  from  other  countries. 

Import  Dntles,  Etc. 

The  import  duty  ranges  from  $0,476  to  $0,595  per  220.4  pounds. 

Imports  of  bone  fat  and  other  scraps  amounted  to  4,322  tons, 
valued  at  $534,786,  in  1913,  and  1,912  tons,  valued  at  $236,572,  in  the 
first  half  of  1914,  These  supplies  came  principally  from  the  Neth- 
erlands, Belgium,  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  France,  in 
the  order  named. 

The  import  duty  is  $0,476  per  220.4  pounds. 

The  principal  imports  before  the  war  came  from  France,  Great 
Britain,  and  Belgium,  while  the  export  trade  included  the  Nether- 
lands and  colonies.  Great  Britain  and  British  possessions,  A\istria- 
Hungary,  Switzerland,  the  United  States,  Belgium,  France,  Russia, 
Italy,  Turkey,  China,  Japan,  and  the  German  colonies. 
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IJEVELOPMENT  OF  IBBimAirCE  ABBOAD. 
JAPAN. 

[Vice  Consul  Hernr  B.  Hitchcock,  Tokobama,  Majr  24.] 

Piogress  Kade  by  Japanese  Companies. 

In  the  laws  goTeming  insurance  in  Japan,  precise  regulations  are 
kid  down  covering  each  step  from  the  formation  of  the  contract  to 
the  settlement  of  we  daim.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  legal  system  of 
Japan  is  modeled  on  the  systems  of  continental  Europe,  the  insurance 
regulations  were  carefully  drawn  up  to  embody  the  practices  and 
i]sages  of  England,  and  English  precedents  are  followed  in  the  in- 
surance decisions  rendered  by  the  courts. 

No  insurance  busings  has  been  undertaken  by  the  state,  but  in 
October,  1916,  the  Government  is  to  inaugurate  a  grstem  of  cheap 
insurance  for  the  laboring  classes.  No  systematic  Government  aid 
has  been  given  to  insurance  in  Japan.  Since  a  grant  was  provided 
for  the  tost  company  formed,  grants  have  been  made  in  a  few 
instances  to  important  companies  in  order  to  tide  them  over  grave 
crises. 

Ponnation  of  First  Insurance  Company. 

The  first  insiuance  company  in  Japan  was  formed  in  1879  with 
capital  accumulated  by  25  Japanese  of  noble  rank,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
purchasing  from  the  Government  the  railway  line  between  Tokyo 
and  Yokohama.  The  refusal  of  the  Crovemment  to  sell  caused  the 
promoters  to  seek  some  other  way  of  investing  their  money,  and  it 
was  finally  decided  to  form  a  marine  insurance  companjr  to  be  called 
the  Tokyo  Kaijo  Hoken  Kabushiki  Kaisha  (Tokyo  Marine  Insurance 
Stock  Co.).  It  was  capitalized  at  $299,100,  fully  paid  up,  and  was 
granted  a  subsidy  of  $199,400  from  the  Government,  to  be  paid  at 
irregular  intervals  during  the  subsequent  25  years. 

With  Government  aid  and  the  innuei^ial  connections  of  its  stock- 
holders, the  concern  met  with  such  success  as  to  encourage  the  forma- 
tion of  numerous  other  companies — life,  fire,  and  accident,  as  well  as 
marine.  Many  of  these  companies  were  insufficiently  capitalized  or 
managed  by  men  without  the  necessary  technical  knowledge,  and 
were  obliged  to  dissolve  or  divert  their  capital  to  other  business 
oiterprises.  This  naturally  enabled  the  numerous  foreign  com- 
panies maintaining  branches  in  Japan  to  carry  on  a  fairly  lucrative 
Dosiness. 

It  was  not  until  the  period  immediately  preceding  and  following 
the  Eusso-Japanese  war  that  the  domestic  insurance  business  began 
to  assume  noteworthy  proportions.  The  position  of  the  home  com- 
panies was  mudi  strengthened  in  1903  by  the  requirement  of  a  de- 
posit of  $50,000  from  each  of  the  73  foreign  companies  then  doing 
business  in  Japan.  This,  together  with  the  enforcement  of  other 
regulations,  caused  more  than  half  of  the  foreign  companies  to 
withdraw  from  the  field.  A  new  law  was  put  in  force  in  1913,  re- 
quiring foreign  insurance  companies  doing  business  in  Japan  to 
depoidt  with  the  Government  a  sum  equal  to  12  per  cent  of  the 
liu>ility  reserve  fund  in  the  case  of  life  insurance  companies,  and 
ia  &a  ease  of  fire  and  marine  insurance  companies  a  sum  equal  to 
cne-half  of  the  premiums  received  during  the  year.    This  increased 
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the  deposits  about  tenfold  for  many  of  the  companies,  and  other 
withdrawals  followed. 

Bate  Agreements  Amon^r  Home  Companies. 

Competition  among  the  home  companies  has  in  some  cases  been 
avoided  by  rate  agreements.  The  five  leading  fire  insurance  com- 
panies, for  instance,  formed  in  1911  an  agreement  raising  the  rates 
much  above  those  previously  in  force,  in  order  to  compensate  'for 
severe  losses  sustained  in  the  preceding  three  years  from  two  very 
disastrous  fires.  In  general  the  tendency  has  been  to  get  the  business 
conducted  by  the  home  companies  on  a  sound  basis,  with  sufficient 
resources  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  country,  and  it  may  now  be  said 
to  have  approached  close  to  the  limits  of  its  development.  The 
gain  in  the  number  of  policies  in  force  is  slow,  on  account  of  the 
large  number  of  policies  permitted  to  lapse.  In  some  years  the  new 
policies  \yritten  do  little  more  than  compensate  for  those  lost  in  this 
wav. 

Statements  regarding  the  various  classes  of  insurance  in  Japan  up 
to  the  end  of  1914  have  been  prepared.  Among  them  the  life, 
marine,  and  fire  insurance  companies,  both  foreign  and  domestic, 
are  represented  as  follows : 


Classes  of  insuranoe. 


UrS  (DOMESTIC). 

Number  of  companies 

Premiums  receired 

Claims  paid 

Policies  In  force 

Insurance  in  force 

Current  reserves 

Llabilit/  reserves 

Authorized  capita] 

Paid-up  capital 

LITE  (roREION). 

Number  of  companies 

Premiums  received 

l^ossos  paid 

Policies  in  force 

Insurance  in  force 

Current  reserves 

Liability  reserves 

Required  deposits 

MABDiB  (DOMESTIC). 

Number  of  companies 

Premiums  received 

Losses  paid 

Policies  in  force 

Insurance  m  forc« 

Current  reserves 

Liability  roseri-ej 

Authorized  capital 

Paid-up  capital 


1914 


41 

»21.4IM,06O 

J-.,. IS.  790 

I     52,360 

j;io ,^91,615 

8  S9,001 

161,091,046 

tU,i:44,g70 

14,052,182 


$1,526,748 

J375,609 

24,138 

$25,864,791 

135,227 

16,221,206 

13,781,349 


11 

$3,724,686 

$1,362,226 

39,599 

$56,490,106 

$1,124,629 

$5,869,106 

$20,438,500 

$5,299,055 


Classes  of  insurance. 


MARmE   (FOREIGN). 

Number  of  compsDJes 

Premiums  received 

Losses  paid 

Policies  in  force 

Insurance  in  force 

Liability  reserves 

Required  deposits 

HBE   (DOMESTIC). 

Number  of  companies 

Premiums  received 

Losses  paid 

Policies  inforee 

Insurance  m  force 

Current  reserves 

Liability  reserves 

Authoriied  capital 

Paid-up  capital 

miE  (roBEION). 

Number  of  companies 

Premiums  received 

Losses  paid 

Policies  in  force 

Insurance  in  force 

Liability  reserves 

Required  dqxnlts 


1914 


12 
$668,234 
$198,922 
8,7G4 
t9. 609, 734 
$410,500 
$8113827 


20 

$2,907,896 

$1,428,411 

908,841 

$713,315,098 

$41,327 

$4,875,276 

$28,913,000 

$7,567,230 


23 

$1,287,444 

$618,541 

100,830 

$390,419,166 

$722,977 

$1,407,858 


[An  article  on  proposed  postal  insurance  in  Japan  was  published  in  Cou- 
m(:bce  Repobts  for  Apr.  5,  1916.  Other  statements  regarding  the  progress  of 
the  business  appeared  in  the  issues  for  Apr.  10,  May  15,  and  Aug.  3,  1915.] 


DEHHAKK. 

IConsul  General  E.  D.  Wlnslow,  Copenhagen,  Hay  15.] 
Cooperative  Agricaltural  Insarance. 

The  number  of  mutual  cooperative  agricultural  insurance  societies 
in  Denmark  is  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  Kingdom. 
As  the  country  is  primarily  agricultural,  it  is  natural  that  insurance 
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agunst  fire,  windstorm,  hail,  or  death  of  live  stock  should  have 
toade  great  progress,  especially  the  cooperative  system,  as  the 
farmers  are  strong  advocates  of  iMs  method  of  doing  business. 
Conditions  have  been  made  favorable  by  reason  of  the  enormous  de- 
velopment of  Danish  agriculture  since  the  80's  of  the  last  century. 

The  mutual  farmer  insurance  clubs  operate  as  a  rule  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  the  homes  of  the  members.  The  sub- 
scribers are  protected  against  many  forms  of  pecuniary  loss — the 
girdener  from  the  devastation  of  the  hailstorm;  the  cattle  dealer 
from  damage  b^  rail  or  flood;  the  farmer  from  the  inroads  of  disease 
among  his  animals.  These  voluntary  companies  are  not  incor- 
porated. The  State  does  not  investigate  their  affairs.  They  transact 
business  just  as  any  merchant  does,  charging  such  rates  for  insurance 
as  will  yield  a  bonus  sufficient  to  make  reimbursement  certain  in  case 
of  loss.  The  State  has  never  limited  the  work  of  the  cooperative  in- 
surance clubs  by  lavfs  and  regulations,  but  at  the  same  time  has 
never  offered  them  any  protection.  Special  laws  and  regulations 
exist  only  for  the  life  and  chartered  fire-insurance  institutions  in 
Denmark,  and  the  number  of  the  latter  is  therefore  more  limited. 
Varioas  Classes  of  Insuranoe  aad  Amomnts. 

Eight  fire-insurance  institutions  for  farm  buildings  are  operating 
on  the  mutual  plan.  The  total  risks  of  these  institutions  at  the 
close  of  the  financial  year  1914r-15  amounted  to  $1,013,847,484.  There 
are  89  mutual  fire-insurance  companies  for  personal  property,  with  a 
total  amoxmt  insured  of  $951,956,368,  and  1,050  mutual  cattle  and 
horse  insurance  companies,  with  a  total  amoimt  insured  of  $39,- 
396,000  for  horses  and  of  $12,998,000  for  cattle.  The  number  of 
horses  insured  at  the  time  of  the  last  reports  was  312,000;  cattle, 
258,000;  hogs,  20,000;  and  sheep,  2,000. 

The  mutual  hail-insurance  clubs  number  15,  with  a  total  mem- 
bership of  80,673  and  with  a  total  amount  insured  of  $53,158,068. 
The  mutual  windstorm-insurance  clubs  number  7,  with  a  total  mem- 
bership of  86,236  and  a  total  amount  insured  of  $151,778,400.  There  ' 
are  8  mutual  accident-insurance  clubs,  with  a  total  membership  of 
213,600.  . 

It  is  difficult  to  deal  with  the  comparative  merits  of  this  mutual 
or  cooperative  system  of  insurance  as  against  insurance  in  char- 
tered companies.  The  composition  of  the  membership  of  the  mutual 
company  is  the  main  point.  Undoubtedly  mutual  companies  in 
which  the  assured  participate  in  a  part  or  "the  whole  of  the  profits 
have  for  some  years  enjoyed  the  largest  share  of  public  support.  Al- 
though the  lines  of  fire  insurance,  windstorm  insurance,  etc.,  are  not 
founded  upon  such  exact  data  as  are  available  for  life  insurance,  con- 
siderable progress  has  been  made  by  the  mutual  agricultural-insur- 
ance combines  toward  a  correct  classification  of  the  rislts  tliey  nm, 
and  the  rates  of  premium  have  been  very  carefully  adjusted.  The 
Government  levies  no  tax  on  the  risks  of  these  mutual  companies. 

The  coal  production  of  Iowa  in  1915,  according  to  figures  made 
pubUc  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  and  the  geological 
sorvey  of  Iowa,  amounted  to  7,614.143  short  tons,  valued  at  $13,- 
577,608,  an  increase  of  163,121  tons,  and  $213,538  in  value.  It  was 
exceeded  in  only  two  previous  years,  1909  and  1910. 
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jeBOFOSALS  FOE  GOVEBNMENT  SIJFFIIES  AlTD  CONSTSUCTION. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  spedflcatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  tbo  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  woere  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  ask  to  bo  placed  on  the  mallloK  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navi/  Department  supplies,  No.  3418. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
to  which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following :  Schedule  9815,  complete 
exhaust  fan ;  schedule  9816,  expansion  ammonia  colls,  brass  pipe,  and  gal- 
vnnized-lron  Ice  cans ;  schedule  9817,  water  meters  and  watt  hour  meters ; 
schedule  9818,  composition  pipe  fittings,  screw-stem  stop  or  globe  valves, 
and  for  reworking  nonferrous  material ;  schedule  9819,  metal  cabinets  for 
silver  service,  and  3}-foot  sections  ships'  ranges;  schedule  9820,  electric 
deck  winches ;  schedule  9821,  hydraulic  joggling  press ;  schedule  9822,  pipe 
cutting  and  threading  machine,  and  air  compressors ;  schedule  9823,  wheat 
flour  In  exiwrt  baRs,  and  green  coffee;  schedule  9824,  main  circulating 
pumps ;  schedule  9825,  independent  lathe  chucks ;  schedule  9826,  alcohol  in 
barrels ;  schedule  9827,  periscopes ;  schedule  9828,  combined  power  and  foot- 
power  lathe;  schedule  9829,  5-kilowatt  radio  transmitting  set;  schedule 
9830,  navigational  sounding  machines ;  schedule  9831,  pure  sperm  oil ;  sched- 
ule 9832,  lighting  and  power  wire,  telephone  wire,  and  weatherproof  wire; 
schedule  9833,  electrically  operated  ice  cream  freezers;  schedule  9834.  air 
hose,  rubber  lined  cotton  fire  hose,  unllned  fire  hose,  rubber  garden  hose, 
canvas  laid  rubber  suction  hose,  and  rubber  wash  deck  hose ;  schedule  9835, 
coaling  trucks,  worm  geared  chain  blocks,  steel  bolts  and  nuts,  galvanized 
boat  chains,  gauge  glass  cutters,  pipe  cutters,  portable  blacksmiths'  forges, 
cut  copper  boat  nails,  scrapers  for  removing  paint  and  scale,  add  flat  head 
copper  tacks ;  scluxlule  9830,  complete  diving  apparatus,  crockery  for  state . 
and  bath  rooms,  diving  dresses,  tarred  sheathing  felt  32  by  40  inches, 
rawhide  lacing  leather,  oak  tanned  light  rigging  leather,  oak  tanned  me<llutn. 
rigging  leather,  plate-glass  mirrors,  template  paper,  bronze  wire,  sheathing 
soft  sheet  copper,  carbide  calcium,  metallic  brown  In  oil.  tallow,  crash  towel- 
ing, cotton  twine,  and  galvanized-steel  pipe ;  schedule  9837,  packing  for  con» 
denser  tubes,  and  sulphuric  acid  In  carboys;  schedule  9838,  rubber  water 
supply  hose,  rubber  steam  hose,  canvas  laid  rubber  fire  hose,  and  rubber 
engineer  department  hose;  schedule  9839,  W.  T.  annunciators.  Interior 
communication  cable,  transmitting  (jars)  condensers,  rod  fiber,  material 
for  switchboard  panels,  tape  for  electrical  purposes,  and  single  conductor 
wire;  schedule  9840,  rolled  naval  bar  brass,  hard  drawn  bar  copper,  and 
hot  and  cold  rolle<l  sheet  copper ;  schedule  9841,  safety  matches,  portable 
platform  scales,  and  liquid  soap ;  schedule  9842,  pure  sperm  oil ;  scheilule 
9843,  alcohol  in  barrels,  beeswax,  carbld  calcium.  North  Carolina  pine 
pitch,  dry  Venetian  red,  sal  ammoniac,  and  tallow ;  schedule  9844,  air  hose 
and  rubber  garden  hose;  schedule  9845,  coal  baskets,  oak  tanned  pump 
leather,  oak  tanned  light  rigging  leather,  upholstery  leather,  ingot 
aluminum,  spelter  solder,  40-lnch  wide  burlap,  roving  cotton,  36-lnch  wide 
bleached  muslin,  45-inch  wide  unbleached  sheeting,  32-inch  cotton  mattress 
ticking,  and  galvanlzed-iron  or  steel  pipe;  schedule  9846,  plow  steel  wire 
flexible  rope,  copper  wire,  galvanized  boat  anchors,  worm  geared  ctmiu 
blocks,  galvanlzed-lron  or  steel  buckets,  calipers,  1-pint  brass  squirt  cans, 
bronze  hasps  and  staples,  bronze  loose  pin  butt  hinges,  and  rim  locks  for 
wood  doors ;  schedule  9847,  rolled  naval  bar  brass,  commercial  sheet  brass, 
and  hard  drawn  bar  copper;  schedule  9848,  30  by  30  inch  medium 
sheet  rubber,  D  handle  scoop  shovels,  castor  oil,  canvas  laid  rubber  fire 
hose,  and  globe  valves;  schedule  9849,  azimuth  circles;  schedule  9850, 
1-horsepower  electrically  driven  blower  and  22-volt  6-horsepower  motor ; 
schedule  9851,  110-volt  electric  ranges;  schedule  9852,  enlisted  men's  cap 
leathers,  24-lnch  wide  dress  canvas,  IJ-lnch  wide  black  silk  ribbon,  and 
35i-lnch  wide  black  Silesia ;  schedule  9853,  reed,  etc.,  barl)er  chairs ; 
schedule  9854,  glasses  for  air  ports,  deck  lights,  etc;  schedule  9855, 
asphaltum  varnish,  damar  varnish,  interior  varnLsh,  boot-topping  mixing 
varnish,  and  spar  varnish;  schedule  9856,  chemical  thermometers,  ther- 
mometers for  storage  batteries,  mechanical  thermometers,  mercurial  ther- 
mometers, mercury  thermometers,  and  water  thermometers ;  schedule  9857, 
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building  red  brick,  fire  clay,  broken  limestone,  molding  Albany  sand,  car- 
borundum sand,  molding  and  fire  Jersey  sand,  molding  Iiumberton  sand, 
and  white  beach  sand ;  schedule  9858,  Ti-inch  flashlight  batteries  and  flash- 
lights without  batteries;  schedule  9859,  fire  pump;  schedule  9860,  cen- 
trifngal  pump ;  schedule  9861,  complete  hydraulic  accumulator ;  schedule 
9862,  fumishiiig  and  Installing  oil  bnrnlng  forge  furnace;  schedule  9863, 
temparatnre-indicating  syston;  schedule  9864,  4-iDch  hub  connection 
bydrantE  and  cast-iron  pipe  and  fittings;  sdiedule  98G5,  pine  charcoal,  pea 
aotbracite  coal.  Cumberland  coking  coal,  anthracite  Lehigh  coal,  and  gas 
coke ;  and  schedule  9666,  stoim  pressure  gauges. 


AMEBICAH  CONSUIAB  OPFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
conunerd^  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
JQiisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
Teoue. 

Address. 

WaMMd.B.  A 

Port  BIfaatwth,  Sontb 
Airies. 

Kobd,Jspui 

Ctirsc!u>,X)utoii  West 

Petrograd,  Bossla..... 

Ootebon,  Sweden 

P»tns,On«oe 

St.  Joan,  New  Bmns- 

wlelt 
Hodderslield,  England 
TlentatOiCUsa...... 

Durban,  Natal,  South 

Bredau,  Qennany. . . 

July    8 

Aug.  IS 
My    7 

jnly'M" 
Aug.  10 
July     4 

'Ang.'"5' 
Sept.    1 

W«t,  George  N 

Do. 

TmBtroTe,  H.C 

4200  Avenue  B,  Austin,  Tex. 

TinAlp  M^rrth 

BKnaen,  B.  11 

Roland,  Iowa. 

Onto,  A.  b 

121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfollc,  Va. 
Vlneland,  N.  J. 

Cnhet,  Bavy  S 

aii,F.D 

Lunenburg,  Vt. 

n*c,Ft^D 

Albany,  Oree. 
CarroUton,  Ky. 

Gflnattar,  Pa. 

Xartonn,  WiDJuaW 

Stitzer  Harry  G .  *• 

AUTOMOBILES  IN  NEW  BEUN8WICK. 

(Vice  Consul  Alfred  D.  Bailey,  jr.,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  June  22.] 

Thus  far  this  year  nearly  2,000  automobiles  have  been  registered  in 
New  Brunswick,  which  is  far  in  excess  of  the  number  for  any  cor- 
responding period  in  the  history  of  the  Province.  Up  to  June  10 
569  new  machines  had  been  registered,  as  compared  with  331  to  the 
like  date  in  1915. 

Naturally,  the  receipts  from  licenses  have  also  risen  markedly, 
tnd  upward  of  $24,000  has  been  collected,  against  $15,000  last  year. 
In  all  probabili<y  this  influx  of  new  machines  is  attributable  to  the 
improvement  work  that  is  being  done  on  the  New  Brunswick  roads. 


IKatriet  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

>ew  York,  Boom  409  Vnited  States  Cnstomhouse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
TWted  States  CnitoiahOTise;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
VatloBal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  OfBce  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Kbemia  Bank  BnUdlng;  Sen  Francisco,  306  United  States  Cnstomhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Eeniy  Building.  Cooperativv  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
aeree;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  een'l  Trt.  Agt.,  C.  N.  0.  «  T.  P. 
Sy.  Co.,  CtMinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
■eree;  PkUafelyUa,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  ikgent,  Southern 
Xy.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

FOBEION  TBADE  OPPOSTXTNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnremn  and  Its  district  offlcea.  Reqaest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportnnltr  miimber. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratinsa  or  assome  responsibility  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Paper  and  machinery,  No.  21686. — ^An  American  consolar  officer  In  Central 
America  writes  that  descriptive  catalogues  of  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facture of  paper  bags,  commonly  nsed  by  grocers  and  retail  dealers,  are 
desired  by  a  firm  In  his  district.  Catalogues  In  Spanish  are  preferred. 
•  Terms,  cash  against  documents.  Export  quotations  on  large  lots  of  paper 
suitable  for  tbe  manufacture  of  paper  bags  are  also  desired. 

Leather  cloth.  No.  21687. — ^A  firm  of  importers  In  the  Far  East  advises  an 
American  consular  officer  of  Its  desire  to  be  placed  In  communication  with 
American  exporters  of  leather  cloth. 

Printing  material  and  supplies.  No.  21688. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
West  Africa  reports  that  a  printing  and  bookbinding  establishment  In  his 
district  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists,  etc.,  of  printing  ma- 
terials and  supplies;  also  specimen  books  of  type  manufactured  In  tbe  ' 
United  States.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese  or  Spanish. 

Wool,  hides,  pearls,  etc..  No.  21689. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  trans- 
mits the  name  of  a  man  in  Russia  who  is  interested  In  establishing  com- 
mercial relations  with  American  Importers  interested  In  the  purchase  of 
ponrls,  celluloid,  deer  horns,  hides,  wool,  and  horse  manes  and  tails. 

Grain  elevators.  No.  21690. — An  Amerean  consular  officer  In  a  foreign  colonial 
possession  writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  be  placed  in  com- 
munication with  contractors  of  grain  elevators.  The  local  government,  it 
is  statetl,  proposes  to  construct  a  3,000,000-bushel  grain  elevator,  also  100 
smaller  elevators  having  a  capacity  of  30,000  bushels.  The  elevators  are  to 
be  of  concrete. 

Japanese  goods,  No.  21691. — A  commercial  organization  In  the  United  States 
forwards  to  the  Bureau  tbe  name  and  address  of  a  Japanese  firm  of  ex- 
porters which  is  desirous  of  entering  into  commercial  relations  with 
American  Importers  Interested  in  the  purchase  of  .Tapanese  curios,  silk 
goods,  cotton  goods,  hosiery,  toys  of  all  kinds,  screens  and  embroideries, 
porcelains,  bronze  and  brass  ware,  stationery,  brushes,  buttons,  basket 
wure,  and  other  Japanese  articles. 

Glass  bottles.  No.  21692. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  quotations  on  i-ouiice  round  gram 
long  panel  bottles  and  i-ounce  panel  bottles,  to  be  used  for  medicinal  pur- 
iwses.    A  large  number  of  bottles  are  desired. 

Track  automobiles  and  printing  machinery.  No.  21^3. — ^A  commercial  attache 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce  in  a  LAtln  American  country  reports  that 
a  railway  company  has  called  for  bids  on  eight  track  automobiles  and  on 
printing  machinery.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices. 

Rubber  tubes  and  gasoHne  motors.  No.  21694. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Switzerland  reports  that  an  engineer  in  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for 
rubber  tubes  for  vacuum  cleaners.  The  man  Is  also  interested  In  light 
gasoline  motors.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices. 

Pencil  holders,  No.  21695.— The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  France  reports  that  a  firm  In  that  country  is  in  the  market  for 
metallic  pencil  holders,  or  so-called  "  push  pencils." 

Stained  glass  imitations,  No.  21696.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United 

Kingdom  writes  that  a  firm  of  manufacturers  of  wall  papers  desires  to 

get  into  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  stained   glass 

imitations,  a  sample  of  which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 

•    offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  77486.) 

Water  pipes.  No.  21697.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports  that 
bids  have  been  called  for  water  pipes,  with  an  average  diameter  of  1.7 
meter  (5.5774  feet),  for  a  power  plant  to  furnish  electricity  for  a  munici- 
pality. A  blue  print  «lvlng  exact  measurements  and  further  information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
77322.) 
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PROGRESS  OF  COOPEfiATIVE  MOVEHENT  IS  EKOLAIH). 

(Consul  Ro«8  B.  HoUday,  Manchester,  June  13.] 

The  Cooperative  Congress  now  in  session  at  Lancaster  in  the  Man- 
chester consular  district  is  being  attended  by  1,500  delegates  repre- 
senting the  movement  throughout  Great  Britain.  In  his  address  to 
the  delegates  the  president  reported  that  during  1915  the  membership 
increaicd  by  122,584  and  now  stood  at  3,310,724 ;  and  that  the  trade 
done  increased  by  $129,259,933^  and  now  reached  the  enormous  total 
of  $806,058,800.  The  productive  side  of  the  cooperative  movement 
also  revealoi  an  increased  trade.  The  productions  of  the  wholesale 
societies,  federations,  and  copartnership  societies  amounted  to  $99,- 
538,3»4,  or  an  increase  of  30  per  cent  over  1914. 


OIBXAH  PHIZES  FOB  BEET-HABYESTIirG  DfPBOVEHENTS. 

[Consul  Talbot  J.  Albert,  Brunswick,  June  6.] 

The  Association  of  German  Sugar  Manufacturers  has  again  offered 
prizes  for  improvements  in  the  harvesting  and  unloading  of  sugar 
beats,  one  of  them— for  10,000  marks  ($2,380)— being  for  the  best 
process  and  apparatus  for  drying  the  leaves  and  tops  of  sugar  beets. 

Another  prize  is  for  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  a  l^t  lifter 
and  top  cutter.  The  association  has  already  in  the  last  15  years 
awardexl  prizes  of  considerable  amounts  for  the  solution  of  this  ques- 
tion. Every  new  competition  has  produced  technical  improvements 
in  the  existing  implements  used  for  these  purposes,  simplifying  the 
tools  and  reducing  the  costs  of  manufacture.  For  the  year  1918  a 
new  competition  with  a  prize  of  10,000  marks  will  be  instituted. 

For  the  same  year  (1918)  a  prize  of  15,000  marks  ($3,570)  will  be 
offered  for  the  best  mechanical  contrivance  for  imloading  sugar  beets 
in  small  or  large  businesses.  Prizes  have  been  offered  for  this  im- 
provement in  former  years. 


An  American  electrical-supply  firm  has  notified  Vice  Consul  Carl 
C.  Hansen  that,  as  the  result  of  information  supplied  by  him,  a 


V.  xxBiiseii   uiai<,   as   uiv   i^»uit>   ui   uiiuiiiiuLiuii   auppucu    uy    iiiiu,   » 

Ban^<^  company  has  placed  an  order  with  it  for  22  meters,  ac- 
companied by  an  inquiry  for  400  additional  meters. 
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AN  IMPOBTAITE  AAGEHTDIX.  KAKUTACTOBT. 

[Commerctnl  AttacM  An>ert  Bale,  Bmms.  Al>«%  Hbr  i9.l 

Argentina  is  essentially  an  agricultural  and  pastoral  country^ 
The  geographical  situation  lends  itself  most  favorably  to  the  raising 
of  cattle  and  the  production  of  grain,  which  hitherto  have  beea  its. 
sources  of  wealth,  and  will  undoubtedly  cMitinue  to  be  for  years 
to  come.  The  great  factor  that  retards  industrial  development  is 
the  lack  of  metals  and  coal,  which  must  be  imported.  Neverthless 
it  is  an  error  to  assume  that  no  mannfaefeuring  is  carried  on  withia 
the  country,  because  certain  industries  have  been  quite  well  devel- 
oped— for  example,  the  manufacture  of  hides  into  leather  and  of 
leather  into  shoes  and  saddlery,  and,  naturally,  one  great  oppor- 
tunity for  manufacturing  is  found  in  the  production  of  anythiiq; 
Jind  everjrthing  that  goes  to  equip  a  farm. 

That  this  latter  opportunity  has  not  been  neglected  is  well  provea 
by  the  large  manufactory  of  Eugenio  C.  Noe  &  Co.,  in  Avellaneda, 
which  lies  across  the  Kiachuelo  south  of  Buenos  Aires.  Tlie  plant 
covers  about  19  acres,  fronting  on  the  river,  and  logs  from  up- 
country  and  other  raw  materials  are  brought  direct  to  the  private 
docks.  A  railway  spur  entering  the  yards  makes  possible  the  direct 
loading  of  the  finished  wares  for  any  part  of  the  republic. 
Tons  Out  lliearlar  XverytliinK  for  tii»  Xana. 

The  products  of  the  factwy  include  nearly  everything  for  th« 
farm  except  agricultural  implements,  wliich  the  company  imports 
und  distributes.  Wagons  are  made  from  native  woods,  everything 
therefor  being  manu£ictured  in  tlie  shops,  even  to  the  metal  tires 
and  springs.  High-grade  machinery  is  employed  for  finishing  th« 
wood  and  iron,  bprinkling  carts  are  also  turned  out.  As  showing 
the  variety  of  the  farm  needs  which  the  factory  meets  there  can  be 
menti<w.ea  sheep  runs,  d^  houses,  lawn  furniture,  park  bmch<^,  and 
lawn  swing^. 

Another  important  branch  is  the  manufacture  of  corrugated  zinc 
sheets,  which  are  used  extensively  in  Argentina  for  simple  build- 
ings and  particularly  for  storage  warehouses.  This  is  the  only  fac- 
tory in  South  America  that  makes  such  sheets.  Old  zinc  is  pur- 
chased and  worked  over  into  ingots.  The  plain  metal  sheets  are  im- 
ported. 

The  fectories  are  well  bmlt  and  modem,  and  there  is  an  abund- 
ance of  light  and  air.  A  small  emergency  hospital  renders  first  aid 
when  needed.  In  fact,  the  whole  plant  has  a  real  American  up-to- 
dateness  about  it. 

NEW  BECCOI)  nr  COAL  ANI^  COKE  imnrsTBT. 

The  output  of  bituminous  coal  in  the  United  States  durins  the 
first  six  months  of  1916  was  the  greatest  ever  recorded  in  anynalf- 
year  period.  Estimates  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey, 
based  on  returns  from  more  than  100  railroads  originating  coal  and 
coke  shipments,  indicate  that  the  production  during  this  period  was 
261,000,000  tons,  an  increase  of  35  per  cent  over  the  first  six  months 
of  1915  an(i  of  5  per  cent  over  the  last  six  months  of  the  same  year, 
and  greater  by  several  million  tons  than  the  record  established  in  the 
Inst  half  of  191.3.  Compared  with  the  first  half  of  1915,  the  exports 
to  Canada  have  nearlv  doul)Ieil. 
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rOEHTAI.  SUFFUES  AHS  SEHTISTST  DT  SIAK 
(Vice  Consul  In  Charse  Carl  C.  BanBen,  Bangkok,  May  17.] 

Statistics  as  to  the  amount  of  dental  supplies  and  apparatus  im- 
p<»ted  into  Slam  are  not  available  for  the  reason  that  these  goods  are 
listed  by  the  customs  under  the  heads  of  instnunents,  medicines,  or 
cosmetics.  There  are,  however,  good  reasons  for  believing  that  con- 
siderable quantities  of  dental  supplies  and  instruments  are  called  for, 
as  the  care  of  the  teeth  is  receiving  more  and  more  attention  each 
year  from  the  native  and  Chinese  population.  It  appears  that  in  the 
past  dental  apparatus  has  been  supplied  mainly  through  the  United 
Kingdom,  although  a  large  part  of  it  was  of  American  manufacture ; 
but  dental  preparations,  such  as  tooth  pastes  and  powders  and  mouth 
washes,  are  being  largely  imported  from  the  United  States.  At 
present  there  seems  to  be  no  business  house  in  Bangkok  that  keeps  a 
supply  of  dental  instruments  and  apparatus  in  stock,  so  that  what- 
ever is  needed  in  these  lines  has  generally  to  be  ordered  from  abroad 
by  the  dentist  himself. 

The  dental  profession  in  Siam  is  represented  by  two  European 
practitioners  and  about  40  Chinese  dentists,  some  of  whom  have  been 
educated  in  the  United  States.  There  is  no  American  dentist  in 
active  practice  in  this  country  just  now,  but  dental  work  is  done  occa- 
simally  by  a  dentist  who  is  now  engaged  in  other  business,  and  a 
practitioner  located  in  Japan  usually  makes  yearly  visits  of  two  or 
nore  months'  duration.  It  would  seem  that  Bangkok,  with  its  Euro- 
pean population  of  1,600  persons,  should  prove  a  profitable  place  of 
permanent  residence  for  an  American  dentist.  There  is  no  law  regu- 
lating dental  practice  in  Siam. 


HEW  BBirirSWICK  HAY  HAVE  BEGGED  lOBSTES  CATCH. 

(Vice  Consal  Alfred  D.  Bailey,  Jr.,  St.  John,  New  Branswick,  Canada,  June  8.] 

New  Brunswick's  lobster  catch  thus  far  this  season  has  been  ab- 
normally heavy,  especially  along  the  coast  of  Northumberland  and 
Kent  Counties.  In  Miramichi  waters  so  great  has  been  the  number 
of  lobsters  that  boats  have  been  filled  in  one  haul  and  some  could  take 
only  part  of  their  catch.  A  load  of  4,000  lobsters  to  a  single  boat  is 
quite  ordinary,  and  a  few  days  ago  a  record  of  4,575  lobsters  for  one 
boat  was  established.  If  this  rush  keeps  up  the  season  may  well  be 
a  recordj  but  one  of  the  things  to  be  feared  is  a  violent  storm.  Last 
year  a  big  season  was  spoiled  in  this  wa^. 

At  the  pre^nt  time  England  is  admitting  canned  lobsters;  and 
while  France  has  ceased  to  import  since  May  15,  an  effort  is  being 
made  to  allow  the  contracts  now  made  to  go  through,  and  this  will 
greatly  relieve  the  situation.  The  prices  said  to  be  prevailing  at  the 
idiore  are  75  cents  per  100  lobsters.  The  catch  in  other  parts  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces  has  been  very  good  thus  far. 


So  satisfactory  were  the  portable  boat  motors  supplied  by  an 
American  concern  to  a  Bangkok  firm  with  which  it  got  in  touch 
through  the  "  Trade  Opportunity  "  service  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  that  the  Siamese  company  has  ordered  36 
additional  motors. 
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OEIHESE  TmwBiTEs  OT  vxittui  sBsnor. 

[Conaol  Ocnecal  Thomas  BaBmoaa,  Blunghil,  Umj  34.] 

Mr.  Hou  Kun  Chow,  a  graduate  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  who  was  one  of  the  original  Chinese  indemnity  students 
to  be  educated  in  the  United  States,  formerly  aeronautical  engineer 
for  an  American  aeroplane  company,  and  now  mechanical  engineer 
for  the  Commercial  Press  (Ltd.),  or  North  H(nian  Boad,  Shanghai, 
China,  is  the  inventor  of  a  typewriter  which  utilize  4,000  Chinese 
characters. 

The  ordinary  Chinese  printing  office  uses  about  6,000  characters, 
while  a  complete  Chinese  dictionary  may  contain  as  many  as  50,000. 
For  all  practical  purposes,  however,  the  6,000  characters  commonly 
used  in  a  Chinese  printing  office  are  found  to  be  quite  sufficient. 
KaoblAC  Is  Simple  In  SedKn  anA  Portable. 

Mr.  Chow's  inventicn  has  been  exhibited  by  him  at  the  American 
consulate  general  at  Shanghai,  and  was  fojind  to  be  simple  in  design 
and  portable.  •  It  should  be  comparatively  inexpensive.  Obviously, 
however,  no  great  speed  will  be  possible  in  operating  the  machine  as 
now  constructed.  The  4,000  characters  are  distributed  over  an  or- 
dinary metal  matrix  drawn  about  a  cylinder  which  is  approximately 
6  inches  in  diameter  and  has  the  appearance  of  being  about  16  to  18 
inches  in  length.  The  characters  represented  on  the  cylinder  are 
printed  on  a  flat  table  surface  attached  to  the  front  of  the  machine, 
and  by  means  of  a  rod  attachment  to  the  cylinder  it  is  possible  to 
locate  any  character  by  placing  the  pointer  at  the  end  of  the  rod 
above  the  character  on  the  flat  surface.  When  this  is  d(»ie  the  char- 
acter on  the  cylinder  is  in  exact  position  for  securing  an  impression 
by  the  dropping  of  a  hammer  on  the  plunger.  In  this  way  several 
carbon  copies  may  be  secured. 

Mr.  Chow  first  thought  of  the  practicability  of  a  Chinese  type- 
writer while  inspecting  American  typewriters  in  the  MechanicsBuild- 
ing,  at  Boston,  as  a  student  at  the  Institute  of  Technology.  He  has 
met  with  great  obstacles  in  perfecting  the  mechanical  part  of  his  in- 
vention because  of  a  lack  or  technical  assistance  at  Shanghai. 
Improvements  Hay  Kednee  Weight  of  Kaehlne. 

Inasmuch  as  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  construct  a  type- 
writer having  keys  corresponding  to  the  multitudinous  Chinese  char- 
acters, Mr.  Chow  resorted  to  the  device  of  having  the  revolving- 
cylinder  attachment.  The  first  model  of  the  machine,  now  exhibited, 
weighs  about  40  pounds.  By  improvements  which  are  under  way 
the  weight  will  probably  be  reduced  to  30  pounib.  The  foUowing 
statements  are  taken  frcHn  Mr.  Chow's  description  of  his  inventi<»i : 

My  machine  has  an  Indicator,  tiixm  which  are  wrlttea  4,000  charact^s,  each 
occupyiog  predetermined  positions,  or,  in  other  words,  each  has  coordinates. 
Now,  suppose  we  roll  up  the  flat  surface  to  the  cylinder;  the  ralatlve  positions 
of  the  chamcters  will  not  be  changetl.  And  If  we  connect  this  (Tllndrleal  sur- 
face and  the  flat  surface  by  mechanical  means,  as  I  have  done,  we  sbonld  be 
able  to  locate  anything  on  the  cylinder  whilst  we  are  locating  Its  counterpart  on 
the  flat  surface.  This  is  the  whole  secret  of  the  invention,  so  far  as  Its  mechan- 
ical development  Is  concerned.    This  done,  the  rest  Is  easy. 

The  Indicator,  upon  which  are  written  or  'printed  4,000  characters,  has  an 
rjrangement  like  tlie  Kang  Hsl  Dictionary,  1.  e.,  first  according  to  radicals,  and 
among  the  radicals  according  to  number  of  strokes.  Anyone  who  has  had  some 
experience  with  that  dictionary  or  its  equivalent  should  be  able  to  find  a  de- 
sired character. 
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Tbe  line  types  on  the  surface  of  the  cylinder  offer  an  exact  reinrodnctlon  of 
file  characters  on  the  indicator  In  reversed  positions.  The  rotation  of  this 
crlloder  gives  one  motion;  tbe  carriage  which  carries  a  paper  holder,  and 
wblCh  Is  arranged  to  move  transversdy  to  that  of  the  cylinder,  ^ves  the 
other  coordinate  motion.  The  I<«ii(  rack,  which  is  the  moet  essential  part 
of  tbe  whole  machine,  turns  the  cylinder  and  at  the  same  time  moves  the  car- 
riage. The  rack  slides  in  a  direction  transverse  to  the  motion  of  the  car- 
riai^  and  engages  a  pinion  with  a  square  hole,  which  is  rigidly  attached  to 
tbe  carriagre.  The  pulling  in  and  out  of  the  rack  rotates  the  cylinder,  while 
its  imahing  back  and  forth  moves  the  carriage.  The  striking  mechanism 
crasists  of  a  long  square  rod  on  the  back  of  the  rack  and  a  hammer  connected 
by  a  link  and  a  plunger.  As  soon  as  a  character  is  found  a  mere  push  with 
Oe  thumb  operates  the  hammer,  which  first  presses  down  the  plunger  with 
this  s[H4ng  and  then  strikes.  The  spacing  mechanism  is  operated  by  the  same 
force  that  moves  the  hammer. 

The  inventor  of  the  Chinese  typewriter  is  of  the  opinion  that  his 
machine  will  be  extensively  required  in  Chinese  offices  where  several 
copies  of  documents  must  be  made.  Moreover,  he  believes  that  it 
will  be  popular  amone  the  Chinese  in  foreign  countries  where  it 
is  difficult  or  impo^ble  to  secure  the  services  of  a  skilled  Chinese 
writer  who  is  familiar  with  Chinese  characters. 


GLASGOW  STBEET  CAS  REPOBT. 

[Consul  John  N.  McCunn,  Glasgow,  Scotland,  June  3.] 

The  annual  report  of  the  Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  May  31,  1916,  shows  a  marked  increase  in  traffic 
and  receipts  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  Since  July  1,  1894, 
when  the  city  took  over  the  system,  busine^  has  steadily  grown ;  the 
rolling  stock  has  improved,  the  cars  being  large  and  comfortable, 
and  the  facilities  are  such  as  to  constitute  a  service  second  to  none 
in  the  world.  This^  at  all  events,  seems  to  be  the  verdict  of  forei^- 
ers  who  visit  the  city.  The  report  for  1915-16  gives  the  following 
interesting  data : 


Average  track  mileage  oi)en  during  year  (single). 

Oar  mileage 

Increase 


196i 
24,963,309 

748,  849 
$5,  592,  895 
$382, 361 
23  cents. 


Traffic  receipts 

Increase 

Traffic  receipts  per  car  mile 

Passengers  carried 362, 371,  464 

Increase 26, 110,  706 

Passengers  carried  per  car  mile ■ 14, 516 

The  passengers  carried  at  each  fare  numbered: 


Tan. 

1914-15 

1915-16 

M.n 

213,1«5,8I» 

W,8t0,012 

21,384,306 

8,410,027 

2,834,795 

1,285,805 

1.138.895 

153,270 

232,871.380 

.(B 

93,788,871 

.0> 

22,n2,943 
8,913,580 
3,075,567 
1,453,771 

.M 

.« 

.ot 

.07 

1,382.836 
192,956 

.« 

Total 

338,260,758 

362,371,404 

During  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  the  copper  coins  received  in  fares 
weighed  7351  tons;  the  silver  coins,  93^  tons.  Since  July  1, 1894,  the 
passengers  carried  numbered  4,417,319,065;  the  miles  run  361,006^50; 
and  the  car  traffic  revenue  totaled  $78,158,343. 
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[Conanl  Carl  B.  Ixxw,  Baailltao.  Jua«  UJ 
lemrist  8eas««  Jkncnocti  Berantda's  Tliwnafl, 

In  prapGotiaii  to  its  popalati(xi,  Bermuda  f uniiflbes  a  fair  market 
for  the  sale  of  Ijeer,  particularly  of  ih&  light  variety.  "Oie  consump- 
tion, however,  is  greatest  duriog  the  t<mrist  season,  which  extends 
from  Beoember  to  May  of  ea^  year,  when  its  temporary  populatiao 
averages  fron  1,000  to  2,000.  Bermada  has  approximatdy  30,000 
residents,  includiiig  about  12,000  colored  people. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  malt  liquor  imported  during  the 
years  1913  aod  1914  were:  4,992  hogsheads  and  14,202  dozra,  of  a 
total  value  of  $69,114,  in  1913;  4,327  hogsheads  and  10,520  dozen, 
valued  at  $60,296,  in  1914.  The  principal  countries  of  origin  and 
their  amounts  were:  United  States,  $8,842;  United  Kingdom,  $51,454. 
aet  Svttted  Beer  CUeCy  Vnn  Uatted  States. 

By  far  the  greiUer  proporti(Hi  of  the  bottled  beer  consumed  in 
the  idacds  is  imparted  fnnn  tiie  United  States,  whereas  tiiat  im- 
ported in  hogsheads,  especially  ale,  comes  from  the  United  King- 
dom. The  duty  upon  malt  liquor  is  at  tlie  rate  of  $0.24  per  dozen 
or  $4.8G  per  hogamead,  and  the  tariff  provides  that  in  every  case 
in  which  a  specmc  duty  is  imposed  according  to  a  specific  quantity, 
the  duty  is  deemed  to  apply  in  the  same  proportion  to  any  quantity. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  therefore,  that  no  particular  manner  of  packing 
may  be  employed  in  order  to  «©tain  more  favorable  rates  of  duty. 

V  arious  ^ades  of  American  beer  are  imported,  mostly  in  bar- 
i«ls  containiBg  10  doBen  pints.  The  prices  vary  from  $5.50  to  $7.50 
■nd  $9  per  dozen  pints,  r.  o.  b.  New  York.    Hogsheads  of  ale  (54 

fallons  each)  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  now  cost  about 
19.20  landed  in  Beraauda,  without  discount.  Cases  of  ale  (6  doz^ 
per  case)  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  cost  now,  f.  o.  h. 
English  port,  pints,  $1.08;  quarts,  $1.64;  nips,  $0.76;  witb  5  per 
cent  discount.  Some  dra^  beer  is  imported  from  Canada,  and 
there  is  a  ^"obability  ^f  i«ip«rtat»m  of  Canadian  bottled  beer  at 
from  $6.50  to  $7  per  barrel  of  10  dozen. 
OttBnections  of  Xooal  Bealeis  Irf>iig  Estalillshed. 

The  local  <(ealers  are  few  in  number  and  their  connections  have 
been  long  estabti^ted.  Interviews  with  two  of  the  leading  firms  dis- 
dbsed  the  sentiment  on  their  part  that  tjaey  did  not  care  to  form 
new  connections.  No  beers  are  sold  at  present  through  commission 
merchants,  though  in  times  past  beer  has  been  sold  in  this  manner 
on  a  basis  of  10  per  cent.  Advertising  is  more  or  less  extensive 
and  consists  of  the  display  of  cards,  calendars,  and  other  similar 
matter  supplied  by  the  manufacturers,  and  of  newspaper  notices  in- 
serted by  the  local  merchants. 

Bottled  beers  are  packed  mostly  in  barrels  of  10  dozen  eadi,  and 
also  in  cases  of  4  to  7  dozen.  Very  little  pilfCTing  occurs  in  ship- 
ments from  the  United  States,  so  that  ueithw  HUiaufa<^arers  nor 
importers  take  out  insurance  against  theft.  The  bottles  in  each  case 
are  wrapped  in  corrugated  paper.  No  particular  style  or  color  is 
especially  desirable  for  labels,  except  that  such  labels  should  be  in 
good  taste. 

Bermuda  is  so  small  that  one  agent  or  representative  can  easily 
cover  the  entire  district.  There  is  but  one  route  at  present  from  the 
United  States  to  Bermuda — that  is,  via  New  Yorit. 
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I*  Credit  Asked  1>7  I«cal  Importeri. 

It  is  the  custom  of  local  importers  to  remit  upon  the  receipt  of 
invoices.  No  credit  is  asked,  nor  is  any  discount  extended,  except 
in  the  case  of  some  shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Duty  upon  display  cards  and  other  advertising  material  is  at  the 
rate  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  and  10  per  cent  upon  the  normal  rate 
of  duty,  which  in  effect  makes  the  present  duty  11  per  cent. 

Information  as  to  the  financial  responsibility  of  importers  may 
aoubtless  be  obtained  through  American  commercial  agencies,  but 
if  inquiry  is  made  locally  it  should  be  directed  either  to  the  Bank  of 
N.  T.  Butterfield  &  Son  (Ltd.)  or  to  the  Bank  of  Bermuda  (Ltd.). 

As  an  aid  to  the  introduction  of  a  new  brand  of  beers,  it  is  sug- 
ge^«d  that  samples  and  advertising  matter  and  quotations  be  sent 
to  local  firms.  It  is  important  that  finns  seeking  new  business  in 
Bermuda  should  be  particularly  careful  to  prepay  fully  all  postal 
charges  on  matter  sent  by  mail. 

[A  list  of  wine  merchants  and  commission  merchants  In  Hamilton,  Bermuda, 
may  he  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  dls- 
Irict  offices.     Refer  to  file  No.  77705.] 

[Consul  Ross  Baxeltine,  Port  Antonio,  Jamaica,  June  9.] 
Uglit  Beer  Popular  la  Jamaica. 

Light  beer  in  half  bottles  is  preferred  by  the  trade  in  this  section 
of  Jamaica.  It  is  packed  in  barrels  containing  10  dozen.  There  are 
direct  transportation  facilities  from  New  York  and  other  American 
ports.  As  a  rule,  Kingston  agents  cover  the  whole  island,  for  that 
city  is  the  center  of  trade  in  practically  all  lines. 

Satisfactory  credit  terms  could  undoubtedly  be  arranged  through 
either  of  the  two  local  banks — Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Colonial 
Bank — but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  cash  transactions  with  discount  are 
preferred. 

The  logical  place  for  a  general  agency  covering  the  whole  island  is 
at  Kingston,  but  in  case  direct  sales  are  preferred  there  are  several 
local  importers. 

There  is  little  or  no  pilfering.  No  particular  style  or  color  of  label 
is  demanded.  The  trade  here  should  be  addressed,  of  course,  in  the 
English  language. 

Advertising  matter  is  quoted  under  No.  11  on  the  free  list. 

laports  of  Ale,  Beer,  and  Porter. 

During  the  calendar  year  1915,  ale,  beer,  and  porter  were  imported 
to  the  amount  of  243,737  gallons,  valued  at  $210^67.  These  mipor- 
tations  ori^nated  as  follows:  From  the  United  Kingdom,  $131,657; 
from  the  United  States,  $74,629;  from  Denmark,  $3,538;  from  the 
Netherlands,  $243 ;  total,  $210,067.  In  former  years  there  were  con- 
aderable  imports  from  Germany. 

This  class  of  goods  is  subject  to  a  specific  import  duty  amounting 
to  $0.18  per  galh>n  (schedule  I,  item  No.  1,  rated)  and  a  surcharge 
of  $0.06  (33i  per  cent)  on  the  duty  collected.  (This  surcharge  is  a 
temporary  war  revenue  measure.)  American  beer  is  sold  at  $1.34 
dozen  pints;  that  is,  about  double  the  retail  cost  in  the  United 


In  this  district  direct  sales  are  the  rule,  but  in  Kingston,  the  trade 
center,  agencies  have  been  established  covering  the  whole  island. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24  COMMESCB  BBPOSIS. 

There  is  little  or  no  advertising  except  that  of  KngtiiH^  beer  in  the 
Kingston  newspapers  (the  Gleaner  aixd  the  Chronicle).  In  the  case 
of  American  beer,  the  agent's  name  appears  on  the  labc^ 

[A  list  of  Importers  of  beer  at  Port  Antonio  and  Port  Maria,  Jamaica,  wttb 
tlieir  New  York  addresses,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreijpi  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  T7614.] 


FRENCH  TSADE  DT  W£I£H  COAL. 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorbead,  Swansea.] 

Previous  to  the  war  France  v?as  the  fourth  largest  producer  of 

•coal  in  Europe.    In  1913  the  producticHi  of  coal  m  the  principal 

European  coxmtries  was  as  follows:  United  Eongdom,  287,410,000 

tons;  Germany,  273,650,000  tons;  Austria-Hungary,  51,580,000  tons; 

France,  40,190,000  tons;  and  Belgium,  22,500,000  tons. 

Except  on  the  seaboard,  France  depended  largely  on  its  own  mines 
and  those  of  Belgium  for  its  coal  supplies.  After  the  outbreak  of 
war,  that  country  turned  to  the  United  Kingdom  to  make  up  its 
shortage  of  domestic  supplies.  According  to  the  Cardiff  and  South 
Wales  Journal  of  Commerce,  the  normal  pre-war  exports  of  coal 
from  the  United  Kingdom  to  France  were  between  9,000,000  and 
10,000,000  tons  annually.  During  the  quarter  ended  Mai'ch  31, 1916, 
4,031,446  tons  of  coal  were  exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  to 
France,  compared  with  3,919,763  tons  for  the  same  period  in  1915, 
and  1,080,040  tons  were  shipped  to  the  French  colonies,  against 
323,598  tons  for  the  first  three  months  in  1915. 

Exv^s  from  Bristol  ChuuMl  Ports. 

Of  the  total  exports  to  France  during  the  first  quarter  of  1916, 
2^02,026  tons  were  from  Bristol  Channel  ports — Cardiff,  S>vansea, 
Newport,  Port  Talbot,  Uanelly,  Gloucester,  and  Bristol — compared 
with  2,159,318  tons  in  the  1915  p«riod. 

The  total  exports  of  coal  from  Bristol  Channel  ports  during  tbe 
years  1911  to  1916  follow:  1911,  25499,786  tons;  1912,  26^125,744 
toaas;  1913,  29,875,916  tons;  1914,  24,475,651  tons;  1915,  18,602407 
tons:  1916  (four  months),  5,576,416  tons;  and  1916  (ostimated  for 
year),  16,700,000  tons.  The  figures  for  1915  aikd  1916  do  not  in- 
clude coal  shipped  in  requisitioned  tonnage  under  Gtovemmemt 
control. 

Output  of  Coal  la  Sontli  Wales — Ooyemment  Be^Iation  of  Trloos. 

The  output  of  the  South  Wales  coal  field  during  the  pest  three 
years  was  as  follows:  1913,  56,830,072  tons;  1914,  53,880,000  tons; 
and  1915,  50,3*7,000  tons.  The  production  in  1916  wiU  probably 
show  further  decreases,  due  to  shortage  of  labor.  With  a  decreased, 
output,  and  increasing  demands  from  France  and  shortage  of  ships, 
the  trade  with  neutral  countries  has  had  to  be  sacrificed.  Prices 
have  increased  to  unprecedented  figures,  and  freight  rates  have 
reached  almost  prohibitive  figures.  For  these  reasons  the  British 
Government  has  proposed  to  coal  owners  and  shipping  firms  that 
the  price  of  coal  snipped  to  France  be  controlled  by  tne  Government, 
and  that  freight  rates  also  be  fixed  by  regulations. 

The  Government  has  proposed  that  tlie  maximum  price  of  coal 
shipped  to  France  after  June  1,  1916',  shall  be  that  prevailing  oa 
March  8, 1916,  less  20  per  cent.  The  following  table  shows  the  prioe 
I)er  ton  of  principal  coals  in  the  Swansea  market  on  March  8,  1916> 
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tiie  proposed  Grov«imiait  price  to  take  effect  Jnne  1,  1916,  and  the 
market  price  in  Svansea  ob  May  16: 
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It  is  reported  in  the  Cardiff  and  South  Wales  Joamal  of  Com- 
merce  that  the  coffienr  owners  and  exporters  have  come  to  an  agree- 
ment \rith  the  Board  of  IVade  as  to  the  maximumi  coal  prices  in 
respect  to  coal  sold  in  the  United  ^Sngdom  for  export  to  France,  th* 
s^me  to  go  into  effect  on  June  1, 1916. 

Prites  on  the  Swansea  Karket — ndvbt  Bates. 

The  maximum  prices  to  he  charged  on  and  alter  June  1  and 
ctBTent  wices  on  May  27  of  eoals  in  tl^  Swansea  Btarket  are  given 
ill  the  f oUowtBg  table : 
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The  fixing  of  a  maximum  freight  rate  under  Government  con- 
trol  waa  more  difERMilt  even  than  the  regulaticms  of  the  price  of 
coal,  for  the  reason  that  about  80  per  cent  of  the  cargoes  are  flipped 
in  foreign  bottoms.  Dvrii^  the  three  months  ended  March  31,  1916^ 
out  of  a  total  of  649  cargoes  oi  coal  shipped  from  Swansea,  567 
cargoes  were  shif^d  in  neatral  vessels. 

fte  average  freight  rates  from  Swansea  to  representative  French 
rarts  in  March,  1914,  the  rate  on  May  17,  1916,  and  the  proposed 
Gov«-mnent  maxinuua  rate  oa  and  after  June  1,  1016,  are  given  in 
the  following  table: 
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On  May  16v  1916,.  a  French  purchaser  in  Marseille  would  have  had 
to  pay  $8.76  for  a  ton  of  anthracite  and  $23.16  for  freight,  or  $31.9'2 
for  the  coal  delivered  in  that  port.  If  the  (jovernment-controUed 
rates  were  in  force,  the  coal  delivered  in  Marseille  would  be  $li).75. 
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THE  BITTTOK  TSADE  OF  ASDALVSIA. 

(Consl  WUbar  T.  Giacey,  Seville,  Spain,  May  22.] 

An  investigatisn  of  the  butter  situation  recently  made  by  the 
Seville  consulate  disclosed  that  during  1915  555,850  pounds  of  butter 
were  imported  here.  Of  this  amount  418,750  pounds  came  from 
other  Spanish  ports  and  137,100  pounds  from  foreign  countries. 
In  1914  the  imports  totaled  501,460  pounds  (368,868  from  Spanish 
ports  and  132,592  from  abroad). 

These  figures,  however,  do  not  show  the  entire  amount  of  butter 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  as  some  butter  reaches  Seville  over- 
land by  rail  and  does  not  appear  in  the  customs  statistics,  and  some 
of  that  appearing  as  from  other  Spanish  ports  actually  originates 
abroad.  It  is  probable  that  nearly  half  of  the  butter  consumed  in 
Seville  originates  in  foreign  countries. 

Foreign  Sources  of  Supply. 

Seville's  chief  sources  of  supply  of  foreign  butter  are  the  Nether- 
lands, Denmark,  Switzerland,  and  France.  Prior  to  the  outbreak  of 
the  European  war  much  of  the  best  grade  of  butter  was  secured  from 
France,  but  the  increased  cost  of  French  butter  and  the  higher 
freights  demanded  for  the  Dutch  and  Danish  product  have  re- 
sulted in  the  more  general  use  of  Spanish  butter. 

The  principal  reasons  given  for  the  purchase  of  dairy  products 
from  Denmark  and  the  other  countries  named  are  the  bJetter  ship- 
ping facilities,  the  quicker  delivery,  and  the  more  liberal  credits 
allowed  than  those  obtainable  from  American  manufacturers.  But- 
ter is  received  from  Denmark  about  one  month  after  the  date  of 
ordering  by  mail,  which,  with  the  present  difficulties  of  securing 
cargo  space,  would  not  be  possible  from  the  United  States.  There 
is  no  local  prejudice  against  American  butter ;  it  is  simply  unknown 
to  the  trade. 

PaoUnK,  Prices,  and  Terms. 

The  butter  from  abroad  comes  in  tins  and  in  barrels;  the  tins 
containing  |  kilo,  |  kilo,  2  kUos,  5  kilos,  and  10  kUos  (equivalent,  re- 
spectively, to  i  pound,  1  poimd,  4.4,  11,  and  22  pounds),  packed  25 
tms  to  the  case.  The  barrels  hold  10  to  25  kilos  (22  to  55  pounds) . 
The  most  popular  size  is  the  ^-pound  tin,  and  the  variety  most  in  de- 
mand is  that  coming  from  Denmark,  tnough  the  Spanish  butter  is 
cheaper. 

The  cost  at  wholesale  for  the  ^-pound  tins  from  abroad  ranges 
from  1  peseta  to  1.25  (from  $0.19  to  $0.24) ;  for  the  1-pound  tins. 


1.90  to  2.40  pesetas  ($0.37  to  $0.46) ;  for  the  2-kilo  tins,  6.60  pesetas 
($1.25) ;  for  the  S-kUo  tins,  14.50  to  15  pesetas  ($2.80  to  $2.90) ;  for 
the  10-kilo  tins,  from  26  to  27  pesetas  ($5  to  $5.20'^.  The  barrels 
of  10  kilos  cost  24  pesetas  ($4.63),  and  those  of  25  kilos  55  pesetas 
'($10.60). 

Quotations  on  butter  should  be  made,  if  possible,  f.  o.  b.  Seville, 
but  as  this  is  difficult  at  present  some  business  mi^ht  be  done  with 
prices  f.  o.  b.  American  Atlantic  port,  esi)ecially,  if  the  prices  are 
such  as  to  c(Mnpensate  for  the  higher  freight  rat^  charged  on  goods 
from  the  United  States.    Quotations  should  be  made  m  frtincs  or 
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pesetas ;  first,  becatise  these  currencies  are  known  to  the  local  trade : 
and,  second,  because  the  prices  can  then  be  more  easily  compared 
with  those  received  from  other  countries.  Dealers  usually  receive 
discounts  of  8  to  10  per  cent  on  the  regular  catalc^ue  prices.  Com- 
mission merchants  are  allowed  3  to  5  per  cent  additicmal  when  ship- 
ments are  made  through  them,  or  when  they  obtain  the  orders. 

Ki^aatiAK  Xethoda  aad  Oharces. 

The  importation  of  butter  here  is  mainly  in  the  hands  of  two  firms 
that  carry  large  stocks.  These  firms  act  as  agents  for  the  foreign 
sellers  and  are  granted  credits  of  3  to  6  months.  This  gives  them 
an  opportunity  to  receive  the  butter,  place  it  in  stock,  and  fre- 
quently to  sell  it  before  payment  is  made.  Payment,  when  made, 
is  usually  by  draft  through  one  of  the  local  banks. 

Local  grocers  customarily  purchase  direct  from  one  of  the  two 
importing  firms  mentioned,  though  one  of  the  firms  also  has  its  own 
retail  clientele.  Seville  is  the  central  distributing  point  for  butter 
throughout  the  region  known  as  western  Andalusia  and  Estre- 
madura,  embracing  the  Provinces  of  Cadiz,  Huelva,  Caceres, 
Badajoz,  Cordoba,  Seville,  and  Jaen:  The  two  importing  firms  have 
their  agents  or  representatives  in  most  of  the  larger  cities  and  towns 
of  this  district. 

The  only  documents  necessary  for  importation  here  are  certificates 
of  (H-igui.  The  import  duties  are  fixed  according  to  the  weight  of 
oimtainer  and  contents.  The  duty  on  butter  (known  hero  as  cow's 
butter  to  distinguish  it  from  that  made  from  goat's  milk)  is  40 
pesetas  per  100  kilos  ($3.50  per  100  pounds) ,  and  the  other  charges 
(wharfage,  brokerage,  landmg  fees,  delivery  to  warehouse,  etc.) 
approximate  2.75  to  3  pet  cent  of  the  value  of  the  invoice. 

Ko  Cold-Btonge  TacUitie»— Ez«Iii«iTe  Agencies  Best, 

The  price  of  butter  in  Seville  has  increased  considerably  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Butter  of  a  quality  that  retailed  at  33 
cents  a  pound  in  1914  now  sells  at  80  cents,  an  increase  of  142  per  cent; 
ft^  butter,  which  before  the  war  cost  50  cents  -p&c  pound,  now  costs 
97  cents,  an  increase  of  90  per  cent.  As  a  general  rule  the  imported 
butter  in  Seville  is  inferior  in  quality  to  the  American  product,  and 
that  received  from  the  north  oi  Spain  and  known  as  "  fresh  butter  " 
does  not  compare  in  quality  with  fresh  American  butter.  This 
Asturian  butter  has  a  peculiar  flavor  and  smell,  which  probably 
limits  the  sale  somewhat  When  the  French  butter  is  obtainable 
it  has  the  preference,  bat  at  the  present  time  this  can  not  be  secured. 

Foreign  butter  that  is  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  tins  seems  to 
keep  weU.  There  are  no  cold-storage  facilities  in  this  part  of  Spain, 
80  wat  butter  mwt  be  packed  to  withstand  the  excessively  hot  sum- 
mers. The  air  is  dry,  bat  the  temperature  often  goes  as  high  as  120° 
in  the  shade.  Fresh  butter  from  the  north  of  Spain  can  to  brought 
to  Seville  only  in  the  winter  months. 

American  exporters  who  contemplate  entering  the  butter  market  at 
Seville  should  arrange  for  exclusive  agencies  and  grant  credits  of 
60  to  90  days ;  this  would  probably  be  a  sufficient  concession  to  secure 
trade.  It  would  also  be  advisable  to  allow  the  agents  certain  funds 
or  a  certain  percentage  of  the  sales  for  advcrtisii^jr  purposes  in 
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order  (hat  the  butter  may  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  buying 
public.  The  usual  methods  of  advertising  are  in  vogue  there,  sucH 
as  posters,  billboards,  cinematograph  screens,  theater  curtains,  maga- 
zines, and  daily  papers. 

Freight  Difficulties. 

The  present  freight  situation  is  making  it  difficult  to  secure  butter 
from  IXenmark,  Holland,  and  other  customary  sources,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  this  situation  may  be  intensified,  and  that  Seville  will  have 
to  look  to  America  for  its  supply  in  the  near  future.  Freight  ship- 
ments from  Denmark  now  have  to  be  made  through  London  or  other 
British  ports,  with  considerable  delay  and  at  high  prices,  the  present 
rate  being  40  pesetas  per  100  kilos  ($3.50  per  100  poimds)  from 
Danish  ports  to  Seville.  Freight  rates  from  America  are  so  change- 
able that  it  is  impossible  to  secure  quotations  at  Seville  for  goods 
from  the  United  States,  and  shippers  will  have  to  arrange  this  matter 
in  New  York  or  other  Atlantic  snipping  points. 

While  the  quality  of  the  butter  is,  of  course,  taken  into  considera- 
tion, the  Spanish  people  are  not  such  large  users  of  butter  as  are 
Americans,  and  are  therefore  not  so  particular  about  quality,  looking 
more  to  price  and  terms.  The  creamery  or  fresh  butters  are  sold  only 
to  the  highest-class  trade,  and  the  quantities  imported  are  insig- 
nificant as  compared  with  the  cheaper  grades. 

[A  list  of  Seville  butter  importers  and  dealers  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  AsIc  for  file 
No.  77281.] 


UOHTHOnSE  EMFIOTEES  COMHEITSED. 

Several  employees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses 
were  commended  during  the  past  month  by  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce or  the  Acting  Secretary,  for  assistance  rendered  under  difficult 
conditions  in  the  saving  of  lives  or  property.  The  persons  com- 
mended were: 

Laml>ert  R.  Willard,  assistant  keeper,  Oaliland  Harbor  Light  Station,  etc., 
California,  for  assistance  rendered  in  rescuing  a  man  from  drowning  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  light  station. 

William  S.  Denning,  keeper,  and  Samuel  B.  Morris,  assistant  keeper,  of 
Robinson  Point  Light  Station,  Washington,  for  assistance  rendered  by  tliem  on 
May  28,  1916,  to  four  persons  whose  launch  became  disabled  off  Robinson  Point 
Light  Station. 

WiUlam  J.  Tate,  keeper  of  North  Landing  River,  etc..  Lights,  North  Carolina, 
for  assisting  In  floating  the  gasoline  freighter  Oratitude,  which  had  gone  ashore 
near  North  Landing  River  Lights,  and  for  saving  from  stranding  a  raft  of 
timl>er  which  had  broken  from  its  moorings  during  a  heavy  squall. 

Emil  F.  Redell,  second  officer,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Snowdrop, 
for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  him  in  the  moving  of  the  keeper's 
dwelling  at  Georgetown  Light  Station,  South  Carolina,  from  South  Island  across 
Winyah  Bay  to  North  Island. 

Walter  H.  Warnock,  master,  and  Olaf  Peterson,  assistant  engineer,  on 
Boston  Light  Vessel,  Massachusetts,  for  tlie  rescue  on  May  17,  1916,  of  a  seaman 
who  either  fell  or  jumped  overboard  from  Boston  Light  Vessel,  Massachu- 
setts. 

John  K.  Olsen,  master  of  the  lighthouse  tender  Hyacinth,  for  assistance  ren- 
dered the  steamship  QcTtnan,  which  was  ashore  on  a  shoal  in  the  vicinity  of 
Rowley  Bay,  Wis. 
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Hm  total  value  of  the  prodacts  of  the  soap  iodiuitry  ia  the  United 
States  increased  fr<«n  $fl&4&5472  in  1909  to  $135^0^99  in  1914, 
wiiila  the  number  of  establishments  decreased  from  526  to  ^13.  Siub- 
stuatial  increases  in  the  five-year  period  were  reported  for  hard  soaps, 
aooordin^  to  a  statemesit  iaaued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
CcnsusL  The  Quantity  of  soft  soap  manufactured  decreased  5.1  per 
cent,  but  its  value  increased  33.7  per  cent.  The  quantity  of  glycerin 
decreased  3.2  per  cent,  but  its  value  increased  11.8  per  cent. 

Of  the  513  establishments  in  1914,  the  principal  business  of  371  was 
die  manufacture  of  soap  and  142  were  engaged  primarily  in  other 
indostiies,  such  as  slaugntering  and  meat  packing  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  food  products,  cottonseed  products,  and  patent  medicines  and 
ONnpounds,  and  produced  soap  as  a  subsidiary  product.  Of  the 
5S6  establishments  in  1909,  the  principal  business  of  420  was  the 
manuf  actore  of  ^wp  and  106  produced  soap  as  a  subsidiary  product. 

The  total  production  of  glycerin  by  all  establishments  m  1914,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  ascertainec^  not  including  that  made  and  consumed 
in  the  same  establishment,  was  75,218,292  pounds,  valued  at  $13,- 
052,240,  as  compared  with  81,906^15  pounds  in  1909,  valued  at 
$11,752,562. 

The  hard-soap  output  increased  from  1,794,249,000  pounds,  valued 
at  $91,054,466,  in  1909,  to  2,064,228,000  pounds,  valued  at  $104,500,542, 
in  1914.  The  1914  product  comprises  938,447,000  pounds  of  tallow 
soap,  42,524,000  pounds  of  olein  soap,  111,063,000  poimds  of  foots 
soap,  169,926,000  pounds  of  toilet  soap,  367,744,000  pounds  of  pow- 
dered soap,  97,746,000  pounds  of  soap  chips,  and  330,778,000  pounds 
of  other  lands  of  hard  soap.  The  production  of  soft  soap  aa  reported 
in  1914  was  57,002,000  pounds,  valued  at  $1,697,424,  and  in  1909, 
60,037,000  pounds,  valued  at  $1^69,187.  In  addition,  there  were  re- 
PMrted  special  soap  articles,  «ach  as  soaps  for  technical  purposes  and 
hquid  soap,  to  the  value  of  $832,664  in  1914,  and  $706,177  in  1909. 

Of  the  513  establishments  reported  for  1914, 93  were  located  in  New 
York,  58  in  Pennsylvania,  44  in  Massachusetts,  42  in  Ohio,  33  in 
Illinois,  31  in  California,  28  in  New  Jersey,  20  in  Missouri,  18  in 
Rhode  Island,  16  in  Michigan,  14  in  Wisconsin,  13  in  Indiana,  12  in 
Connecticnt,  11  in  Minnesota,  9  in  Iowa,  7  in  Tennessee,  7  in  Texas, 
6  in  Louisiana,  5  in  Kansas,  5  in  Washington,  4  in  Georgia,  4  in  Ken- 
tucky, 4  in  Maine,  4  in  Maryland,  4  in  Oregon,  3  in  (5)lorado,  3  in 
Oklahoma,  2  in  Nebraska,  2  in  New  Hampshire,  2  in  Utah,  and  1 
each  in  Alabama,  Arizona,  District  of  Columbia,  Florida,  Idaho, 
Mississippi,  Montana,  Nevada,  and  Vermont. 


Kstriet  Offiees  of  the  Bweaa  of  Foreign  and  Bomestio  Cosuuerce. 

Hew  York,  Koom  409  Uidted  ttates  Ovstomhonw;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
TTnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Sftttoaal  Buk  BniUtatg;  Atiaata,  691  Pott  Offloe  Bnlldiag;  Rew  OrlouiB,  109» 
Hlberaia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  906  Vnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
84>  Heaiy  Bnlldlng.  Coopenttive  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Cliamber  of  Cob- 
netce;  Cincinnati,  Cftamlier  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  Jt.  0.  &  1.  P. 
Ttj.  Co.,  Ciacinnatt;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
mmt;  PMIadeivlila,  Ohamker  of  Commerce;  Sontk  Amerioan  Agent,  8oa«i»B 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  leas. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


30 


COMMBBCE  BEPOBTS. 


FEWEB  UFE  BT70TS  BEQUISED  OH  VESSELS. 

The  United  States  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  has  issued  a 
circular  letter,  dated  June  22,  1916,  quoting  an  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved June  12,  1916,  which  reduces  the  number  of  life  buoys  re- 
quired to  be  carried  on  certain  vessels  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 14  of  the  seamen's  act.  The  act  of  Jime  12, 1916,  fixes  the  mini- 
mum number  of  life  buoys  with  which  vessels  are  to  be  provided,  as 
follows : 

Vessels  under  100  feet  In  length,  mlalmum  number  of  buoys,  2;  vessels  100 
feet  and  less  than  200  feet  In  length,  mlnimnm  number  of  buoys,  4,  of  which 
2  shall  be  luminous ;  vessels  200  feet  and  less  than  300  feet  in  length,  minimum 
number  of  buoys,  6,  of  which  2  shall  be  luminous ;  vessels  300  feet  and  less  than 
400  feet  In  length,  minimum  number  of  buoys,  12,  of  which  4  shall  be  luminous ; 
vessels  400  feet  and  less  than  600  feet  in  length,  minimum  number  of  buoys,  18, 
of  which  9  shall  be  luminous ;  vessels  600  feet  and  less  than  800  feet  In  length, 
minimum  number  of  buoys,  24,  of  which  12  shall  be  luminous ;  vessels  800  feet 
and  over  In  length,  minimum  number  of  buoys,  30,  of  which  15  shall  be  luminouis. 

All  the  buoys  shall  be  fitted  with  beckets  securely  seized.  Where  two  buoys 
only  are  carried,  one  shall  be  fitted  with  a  life  line  at  least  15  fathoms  in 
length,  and  where  more  than  two  buoys  are  carried,  at  least  one  buoy  on  each 
side  shall  be  fitted  with  a  life  line  of  at  least  15  fathoms  in  length.  The  lights 
shall  be  efficient  self-Igniting  lights  which  can  not  be  extinguished  in  water, 
and  they  shall  be  kept  near  the  buoys  to  which  they  belong,  with  the  necessary- 
means  of  attachment. 

AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nama 

Post 

Pa? 

Address. 

WftkAflAld   E   A 

Port  Elimheth,  South 
Africa. 

KoM,  Jamn 

Curacao,  Dutch  West 
Indies. 

Fetrograd,  Russia. 

Goteborg,  Sweden 

Patras,  Greece 

St.  Jolin,  New  Bruns- 
wick. 

Hnddersfleld,  Englaod 

Tlentsla,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

July    8 

Aug.  15 
July     7 

...do 

July   14 
Auir.  10 
July     4 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C 

Do. 

Von  Sljruve,  H.  C 

WimhiD.  North 

4300  Arenue  B,  Austin,  Tex. 

Roland,  Iowa. 

Cookf   A.  B 

121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Cnlvar  Hadtt  8.............* 

Vineland,  N.  J 

Hale  F  D     

Lunenburg,  Vi 

Plihar.  Fred  D 

Aug.    S 
Sept    I 

Albanv,  Greg. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Fa. 

Uasteraon.  WiUiam  W 

E*:u«r,  Hairy  O 

JAPAN'S  GOLD  SPECIE. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Chronicle,  forwarded  by  Conaal  General  Oeorge  H.  Sddmore,  Toko- 

bama,  May  24.] 

It  is  reported  that  on  the  22d  instant  Japan's  gold  specie  amounted 
to  540,000,000  yen  ($269,190,000),  of  which  170,000,000  yen  ($84,- 
745,000  was  held  at  home,  90,000,000  yen  ($44,865,000  in  the  United 
States,  and  28,000,000  yen  ($13,958,000  in  Europe. 
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HEW  SOTTIB  WAUB  BOTAL  AGSICVIXUBAL  SHOW. 

(Conral  G«a«i»l  J.  I.  Bilttain,  l^daer.  New  Sontli  Wales,  AnstnOte.] 

The  New  South  Wales  Rojal  Agricultural  Show,  which  is  held  at 
Sydney  annually,  had  a  most  successful  week  this  year.  The  recent 
heavy  rains  throughout  the  State,  together  with  abnormal  prices  re- 
ceived by  wool  growers  for  their  season's  clip,  particularly  encour- 
aged exhibitors. 

In  the  horse  section  the  exhibits  of  trotters,  coachers,  Clydesdales, 
saddle  ponies,  Englisli  hackneys,  and  cobs  were  very  creditable.  The 
ediibit  of  cattle  m  the  Shorthorns,  Herefords,  Ayrshires,  Jerseys, 
Guernseys,  Holstein-Friesians,  and  Illawarra  classes  was  one  of  the 
best  ever  seen  in  Sydney.  The  exportation  of  butter,  cheese,  and  meat 
encourages  the  Australian  cattle  raisers  to  obtain  the  most  productive 
breeds.  The  prizes  offered  for  the  best  milk  producers  were  also  a 
grAt  stimulus  to  exhibitors.  A  Guernsey  cow  exhibited  gave  1,400 
pounds  of  milk  in  47^  weeks,  which  produced  727  pounds  of  butter. 
A  Jersey  cow  shown  gave  10,701  pounds  of  milk  in  273  days,  with  a 
butter  yield  of  629  poimds. 

The  sheep  exhibited  were  Britidi  breeds,  such  as  Komneys,  Leices- 
tos,  Shro{^ires,  Southdowns,  and  crossbreeds.  The  Komneys  at- 
tracted ^>ecial  attention.  Through  the  expansion  in  the  frozen  mut- 
ton and  lamb  trade,  Briti^  iMreeds  are  attracting  more  attention  than 
in  former  years.  There  were  about  210  exhibits  of  pigs,  being  50 
more  Uian  at  the  last  show,  comprising  chiefly  Yorkshire,  Berkshire, 
and  Poland  China,  thelast-iuuned  class  being  especially  well  filled. 

SoTenunent  Farticipatioii — ^XaoUnery  Display. 

T^e  Department  of  Agriculture  had  a  good  exhibit  from  the  ex- 
periment farms  showing  how  the  production  of  wheat  can  be  in- 
creased with  the  use  of  manures.  Unmanured,  one  tract  showed  22J 
bushels,  and  with  an  addition  of  28  pounds  of  superphosphate  the 
3rield  "was  29^  bushels,  while  with  56  pounds  of  superphosphate  the 
yidd  was  33^  bushels  per  acre.  There  were  good  exhibits  of  various 
grains,  fruits,  and  grasses.  A  s]^ecial  effort  was  also  made  to  demon- 
strate the  advantages  of  irrigatirai,  as  upon  the  conservation  of  the 
rainfall  in  Australia's  wet  season  must  largely  depend  its  substan- 
tial development  of  the  interior  of  the  country. 

The  display  of  various  kinds  of  machinery  was  a  feature  of  the 
show,  the  exhibits  comprising  road-grading  machinery,  plows,  light- 
ing plants  for  country  houses,  water  carts  to  fight  grass  fires,  wmd- 
muls,  harvesting  machinery,  pumping  engines,  automatic  batn  heat- 
ers, motor  traction  engines,  and  motor  cars,  the  last  named  princi- 
paUy  from  the  TTnited  States.  The  market  for  motor  cars  m  the 
interior  of  New  South  Wales  is  rapidly  increasing,  as  they  are  used 
on  large  sheep  stations  beyond  the  railroad  lines.  There  were  good 
eodubits  of  numerous  lines  of  machinery  from  the  United  States. 

The  attendance  during  the  show  was  256,600,  aiid  at  the  races 
during  the  same  week  14^,000.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  financial 
and  physical  drain  upon  the  country  in  consequence  of  the  war,  busi- 
ness m  Australia  remains  good,  and  the  people  are  hopeful  of  further 
fotttre  devekfNnent. 
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FOSEION  TBADE  OFPOBTUAIiTlES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  its  dlatriet  ofltecs.  Request 
{or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnnlty  nnniber. 
The  Barean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assnme  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  nsnal  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Cotton  machinery,  etc.,  No.  21698. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  of  Russia  informs  the  Bureau  that  a  banking  institution 
desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  cotton-ginning  machinery, 
linters,  oil  presses,  and  cotton-tillage  machinery.  The  bank  is  also  in  the 
market  for  American-grown  cotton  seed.  The  name  of  the  bank,  together 
with  printed  blanks  giving  the  address  in  Russian,  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

Button*  and  bnuhet,  No.  21609. — A  commercial  organization  in  the  United 
States  has  transmitted  to  the  Bureau  the  name  and  address  of  a  brush  and 
button  manufacturing  company  in  Japan  which  is  desirous  of  communicat- 
ing with  importers  and  others  interested  in  the  purchase  of  shell  buttons 
and  brushes  of  all  kinds. 

Window  fflati.  No.  21700. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far  East  reports 
that  a  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  quotations  on  window  glass. 
Full  particulars,  together  with  specifications,  etc.,  are  desired,  to  the  end 
that  Immediate  connections  may  be  made. 

Candle*,  No.  21701. — A  manufacturer  of  candles  In  Canada  writes  the  Bureau 
for  the  names  and  addresses  of  candle  manufacturers  in  the  United  States. 

Canvat  fire  hose.  No.  21702. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  Chile  reports  that  the  agent  in  that  country  of  n  large  Ameri- 
can steel  company  wishes  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of  fire 
hose.  An  order  can  be  placed  immediately,  it  Is  stated,  for  from  5,000  to 
8,000  meters  of  hose  (from  16,404.15  feet  to  26,246.64  feet),  a  sample  of 
which  may  be  insi)eotetl  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  As  the 
demand  for  this  hose  is  urgent,  quotations  are  desired  by  cable,  giving  the 
price  on  board  at  Valparaiso  per  meter,  the  conditions  of  payment,  and  the 
approximate  date  of  shipment     (Refer  to  file  No.  1522.) 

Concrete-block  machinet.  No.  21703. — ^A  commercial  organization  in  the  United 
States  has  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  in 
Norway  which  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  illustrations,  and  prices  of 
concrete-block  machines. 

Wool,  No.  21704. — A  commission  agent  in  Spain,  who  buys  and  sells  Spanish 
wool,  washed  and  unwashed.  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he 
would  like  to  establlsli  business  connections  with  wool  merchants  in  the 
United  States.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    References  are  given. 

Ammunition  and  naval  atorci.  No.  21705. — An  American  consular  officer  in  a 
neutral  country  of  the  Far  East  reports  that  the  Navy  Department  of  that 
country  has  requested  him  to  place  it  in  touch  with  American  manufactur- 
ers of  ammunition  and  naval  stores.  Further  information  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  or  its  district  officers. 

Leather  goods,  novelties,  etc..  No.  21706. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  in  Chile  reports  that  a  firm  of  Jewelers  in  that 
country  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  silver  articles, 
novelties,  etc.  The  firm  also  desires  to  develop  in  connection  with  its 
present  business  a  line  of  leather  articles,  pocketbooks,  traveling  bags 
and  suit  coses,  and  novelties,  etc.  References  are  glvetL  Correspondence 
should  be  preferably  in  French  or  Spanish. 

Hoops  for  milk  cans,  No.  21707. — Supplementing  the  report  contained  In  Oonfl- 
deutial  Circular  No.  911,  issued  under  date  of  May  19,  1916,  an  American 
consular  officer  In  Canada  writes  that  the  firm  wishes  to  receive  quotations 
on  top  and  bottom  hoops  for  dairy  milk  cans.  An  Illustration  showing  the 
hoops  desired,  together  with  dimension  of  cans,  etc.,  may  be  inspected  at 
the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  76716.) 

Fish  nets,  No.  21708. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports  that 
seine  nets  and  ordinary  nets  for  large  Icelandic  herring  are  desired  by  a 
merchant  in  his  district  Definite  offers  are  wanted  at  once  in  English. 
Reference  is  given. 
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AKEBICAH  CONTEACTOSS  CTABT  FAAAOTJAY  POBT  WOBXS. 

[Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  Ma;  20.] 

The  formal  inauguration  of  the  first  section  of  the  new  port  works 
for  Asuncion,  to  be  built  by  a  New  York  company,  took  place  on 
May  27,  1916.  The  ceremony  consisted  of  the  driving  of  the  first 
pile  of  the  new  works,  the  machine  being  started  by  the  President  of 
the  Bepublic  of  Paraguay,  who  received  a  gold  plate  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  event. 

This  is  the  first  construction  work  in  Paraguay  by  an  American 
company. 

(A  previous  article  In  relation  to  the  granting  of  a  concession  for  this  work 
to  American  contractors  was  published  in  Gommece  Reports  for  January  17, 
1916.] 

WAB  MARINE  IHSUEANCE  FIOUBES  FOB  JAPAN. 

lEbctract  from  Japan  Cbronlcle,  forwarded  bj  Consul  Qeneral  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yoko- 

bama.  Hay  24.] 

According  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
find  Commerce,  contracts  made  under  the  war  marine  insurance  com- 
pensation law  amounted  to  87,720,000  yen  ($43,728,420)  at  the  end 
of  April,  showing  a  decrease  of  22,470,000  yen  ($11,201,295),  or  20 
per  cent,  from  the  figures  for  the  preceding  month.  New  contracts 
made  during  April,  excluding  those  on  reinsurance,  amounted  to 
71,080,000  yen  (^5,433,380) ,  or  about  50  per  cent  of  the  month's  total 
foreign  trade,  which  was  put  at  140,840,000  yen  ($70,208,740) .  Of 
this  amount,  claims  made  totalled  5,679,497  yen  ($2,831,229),  of 
which  the  Government  is  responsible  for  4,543,595  yen  ($2,264,982) 
and  has  so  far  paid  3,784,548  yen  ($1,886,597) . 


Conferences  on  Bnssian  Trade. 

Mr.  North  Winship,  American  consul  at  Petrograd,  will  be  at  the 
Hotel  Prince,  Arveme,  Long  Island,  until  July  14.  Appointments 
for  conferences  with  Mr.  Winship  may  be  made  direct  or  through 
the  New  York  District  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce. 
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CAITADIAN  XBASE  FBOOBESS  OF  FBESENT  TEAB. 

[Consul  Jos6  de  Oltrares,  Hamilton,  Ontario,  June  16.1 
Canada  Has  Increased  Foreign  Trade. 

During  the  four  months  ended  April  30, 1916,  the  value  of  imports 
into  Canada  from  foreign  countries  amounted  to  $228,830,856,  repre- 
senting a  gjain  of  $91,8C8,7G4  over  the  corresponding  period  in  1915. 
The  total  import  trade  of  the  Dominion  for  the  12  months  ended 
April  30,  exclusive  of  coin  and  bullion,  amounted  to  $529,539,551, 
an  increase  of  $82,714,253  over  the  preceding  12  months'  period.  Ex- 
ports of  merchandise  to  foreign  countries  during  the  same  months 
aggregated  $803,924,592,  representing  an  increase  of  $329,620,770. 

Heavy  KanufaotnTing  Outpnt. 

Activities  on  the  part  of  manufactories  generally  throughout 
Canada  are  declared  to  be  greater  at  present  than  at  any  previous 
period  in  the  Dominion's  history.  The  output  in  many  cases  has  been 
50  per  cent  greater  and  prices  upward  of  50  per  cent  higher  than  dur- 
ing any  former  year.  The  enormous  increase  in  Canadian  manu- 
factures is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  value  of  the  current  year's 
production  is  estimated  at  $2,000,000,000,  whereas  the  census  of  1910 
showed  a  value  of  $1,164,000,000,  representing  an  increase  of 
$836,000,000  within  six  years. 

Among  the  industries  that  are  being  operated  as  extensively  as  the 
available  supplies  of  labor  and  raw  materials  will  permit  are  manu- 
factories of  textiles  and  shoes,  iron  and  steel  plants,  and  packing 
establishments. 

Sains  Xade  hj  Railway  Compaaies  aad  Banks. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  three  Canadian  railway  systems  operat- 
ing in  the  Dominion,  for  5  months  ended  May  31,  1916,  were  $85,- 
515,138,  compared  with  $59,192,138  for  the  corresponding  period  in 
1915.  The  latter  figures  did  not  represent  the  normal  earning 
capacity  of  the  Canadian  railways,  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
during  the  corresponding  interval  in  1914  the  gross  earnings 
amounted  to  $72,575,131. 

A  general  statement  which  covers  banking  throughout  the  Domin- 
ion mows  that  on  April  30,  1916,  the  total  bank  assets  amounted  to 
$1,825,381,458  and  liabilities  to  $1,809,870,338,  representing  increases 
of  $119,644,743  in  assets  and  $121,206,591  in  liabilities,  over  the 
figures  given  at  the  end  of  March,  and  corresponding  increases  of 
$^1,277,905  in  assets  and  $260,924,176  in  liabilities  over  the  returns 
set  forth  in  a  similar  statement  to  April  30,  1915.  Bank  clearings 
for  the  week  ended  May  25,  1916,  amounted  to  $178,043,817,  repre- 
senting 64.5  per  cent  increase  over  the  corresponding  period  last 
year,  while  the  total  clearings  for  the  year  ended  on  the  same  date 
amounted  to  $3,672,462,983,  an  increase  of  34.6  per  cent  over  the 
preceding  year. 

{Consul  Fi'ed  C.  Sinter,  Sarnlji.  Onlnrlo,  June  28.] 

Trade  for  First  Two  Months  of  Fiscal  Year. 

Canada's  total  trade  for  the  first  two  months  of  the  present  fiscal 
vear,  April  and  May,  was  $284,555,958,  and  for  the  corresponding 
numtlis  of  1915  it  amounted  to  $145,244,352.  The  total  for  May 
WHS  $lT<i.S7n.tC6.  while  for  Mav,  1915,  it  was  $80,023,321. 
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The  exports  of  agricultural  products  for  May  were  $47,433,750, 
an  increase  of  $34,687,623.  The  exports  of  manufactured  articles 
for  April  and  May  were  $49,307,556,  compared  with  $29,342,807  for 
the  corresponding  months  of  last  year.*  Dutiable  imports  in  May 
amounted  to  $39J40,167,  as  against  $19,851,612  for  May  last  year, 
wUle  imports  of  free  goods  rose  from  $14,539,196  in  May  last  year, 
to  $29,857,645  for  May  of  this  year. 


BICE-miLIHO  MACHIHEBT  FOK  SIAH. 

[Vice  Comml  Carl  C.  Hang«n,  Bangkok,  Hay  0.] 

Practically  all  of  the  rice-milling  machinery  imported  into  Siam 
in  the  two  fiscal  years  ended  Marcn  31,  1914  and  1915,  came  from 
Germany,  the  value  of  the  total  imports  being  $89,788  and  $47,288, 
respectively.  For  the  preceding  six  years  the  values  were :  $88,016 
for  1908,  $131,946  for  1909,  $96,561  for  1910,  $114,950  for  1911, 
$108,377  for  1912.  and  $80,438  for  1913.  During  these  six  years 
about  one-third  of  this  machinery  came  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
but  the  chief  share  of  the  remainder  was  supplied  by  Germany.  The 
United  States  sent  $2,600  worth  in  1909,  $211  worth  in  1910,  and 
$609  worth  in  1913. 

Owing  to  the  European  situation  it  appears  that  there  is  at  present 
a  favorable  opportunity  for  United  States  manufacturers  to  make 
another  effort  to  enter  the  rice-milling  machinery  market  of  this 
country ;  but  in  order  to  establish  a  successful  and  permanent  trade 
in  such  machinery  a  resident  American  rice-mill  engineer  should  be 
located  in  Bangkok,  and  a  full  stock  of  machinery  and  spare  parts 
should  always  be  kept  on  hand.  There  are  53  rice  mills  in  Bangkok 
and  5  in  neighboring  cities,  and  with  the  exception  of  2  or  3  mills 
all  are  owned  and  operated  by  Chinese  firms.  These  mills,  besides 
milling  rice  for  home  consumption,  also  supply  yearly  more  than 
1,000,000  tons  of  milled  rice  for  export  to  foreign  countries;  and 
paddj  husk,  the  by-product  of  the  rice  milling,  is  furnished  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  provide  fuel  for  all  the  local  industries  of 
Bangkok. 

UGHTHOUSE  TENDER  "PALMETTO"  lAUNCHED. 

The  twin-screw,  gasoline-propelled  lighthouse  tender  Palmetto, 
under  construction  for  the  Lighthouse  Sen^ice  by  the  Merrill-Stevens 
Co.^  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  was  successfully  launched  on  June  30,  1916. 
l^s  vessel,  when  completed,  will  be  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Sixth 
lighthouse  District  embracing  part  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  coasts  of  South  Carolma,  Georgia,  and  part  of  Florida. 

The  hull  is  of  the  flat-bottomed  type,  constructed  of  steel,  and  has  a 
length  of  90  feet  over  all,  a  molded  beam  of  22  feet,  and  a  depth  of 
hold  of  8  feet  6^  inches.  Its  displacement  at  4  feet  draft  is  approxi- 
mately 170  tons.  The  propelling  machinery  will  be  two  internal-com- 
bustion engines,  using  gasoline  as  fuel.  The  principal  auxiliaries 
conHst  of  one  2-cylinder  gasoline  engine  driving  an  air  compressor,  a 
bitee  and  fire  pump,  and  a  fresh  and  salt  water  sanitary  system. 

The  buoy  deck  forward  is  fitted  with  a  three-drum  gasoline  hoister, 
a  derrick  mast  and  boom  having  a  lifting  capacity  of  3  tons.  The 
living  quarters  of  the  vessel  are  to  be  steam  heated. 
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LIBYA'S  TBASE  IN  HOSIEBY. 

[ConEnI  W.  Eoderlck  Dorsey,  Tripoli,  Haj  19.] 

The  number  of  native  Arj^bs  wearing  hose  is  negligible.  Demand 
for  such  footwear  arises,  therefore,  almost  entirely  from  European 
residents  and  troops.  The  latter  are  Italians,  as  are  most  of  the 
civilians,  who  number  about  15,000.  Imports  are  estimated  at  $40,000 
a  year. 

The  principal  sale — probably  two-thirds  of  the  whole — is  of  men's 
cheap  cream-colored  cotton  half-hose  that  retail  for  3  to  4  lire  ($0.58 
to  $0.77)  a  dozen  pairs.  Better  qualities  bring  8  to  20  lire  ($1.54  to 
$3.86)  a  dozen  pairs  and  range  through  wool,  thread,  and  silk. 
Plain  blacks  are  most  sought  in  these  grades,  but  clocked,  striped, 
and  fancy  embroidered  also  receive  attention. 

Sizes  run  from  9^  to  ll|.  For  women,  plain  black  thread  stock- 
ings at  prices  up  to  15  lire  ($2.90)  a  dozen  pairs  are  most  frejiuently 
called  for.  Some  of  the  fancy  open-work  type  are  worn  in  both 
silk  and  thread,  but  purchases  or  these  more  expensive  styles  are 
not  important.  The  sizes  usually  stocked  for  women  are  8  to  9^. 
Import  Duty — ftnotatlons — Shipping  Boates. 

Hosiery  pays  duty  according  to  material  from  which  knitted. 
Under  gubernatorial  decree  of  December  10,  1911,  silk  hosiery  from 
all  countries  is  taxed  11  per  cent  ad  valorem.  That  manufactured 
from  cotton  or  wool  is  taxed  under  royal  decree  of  November  1, 
1914.  The  former,  when  imported  from  Italy,  pays  8  per  cent  ad 
valorem;  from  all  other  countries,  a  specific  tax  of  40  lire  a  quintal 
($3.50  per  100  pounds)  is  imposed  in  addition  to  the  8  per  cent  ad 
valorem.  The  tariff  on  woolen  hose  from  Italy  is  the  same  as  <m 
the  cotton  article,  but  those  from  foreign  lands  pay  45  lire  a  quintal 
($3.94  per  100  pounds)  in  addition  to  the  8  per  cent  ad  valorem. 
For  both  cotton  and  woolen  hosiery  the  duty  is  assesed  on  gross 
weight  of  package  with  tare  allowance  of  8  per  cent,  which  is  con- 
ceded only  on  goods  arriving  in  wooden  or  metal  containers. 

C.  i.  f .  prices  have  been  customary  here.  The  difficulty  of  makinf 
such  quotations  from  America  at  present  is  recognized.  They  shoul(L 
however,  be  f.  o.  b.  vessel  New  York,  and  a  noncommittal  note  added 
indicating  the  rates  of  freight  and  insurance  that  could  have  been 
effected,  at  the  time  of  writing,  on  a  given  quantity  to,  say,  Genoa 
or  Naples,  Italy.  Without  such  tentative  information  prospective 
Tripoli  buyers  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  form  even  a  reasonably 
approximate  idea  of  what  the  laid-down  cost  will  be. 

New  York  and  Genoa  or  Naples  are  fixed  upon  as  points  between 
which  freight  and  insurance  particulars  are  to  be  given,  as  they 
mark  the  termini  of  the  most  frequented  route  between  the  United 
States  and  Italy,  and  because  regular  frei^t  service  from  Italian 
cities  to  Tripoli  make  them  the  best  transshipment  points  for 
American  merchandise.  For  moderate-sized  orders,  European  ex- 
porters made  use  of  the  international  parcel  postj  which  afforded  an 
expeditious  and  economical  means  of  transportation. 
Kethods  of  Doing  BnslneM. 

Local  merchants  have  been  accustomed  to  the  liberal  credits-  of 
European  exporters,  and  even  now  houses  in  Italy  grant  cash  against 
documents,  Tripoli;  but,  other  things  equal,  it  is  oelieved  less  gen- 
erous terms  would  be  readily  accepted  in  present  circumstances. 
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Sales  were  effected  through  visits  of  travelers  or  by  free  distribu- 
tion of  samples.  Several  stores,  branches  of  larger  institutions  in 
Italy,  receive  supplies  from  their  central  establisluaents. 

Cirrespwndence  should  be  in  Italian,  if  possible,  or  in  French,  as 
^onld  advertising  matter  to  attract  full  interest. 

(A  list  of  hosiery  Importers  In  Tripoli  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  C!ommerce  or  Its  district  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No. 
T7696.] 


EZPOBTS  OF  BSEASSTTTITS,  COTTON,  OILS,  ETC. 

Figures  showing  the  exports  of  domestic  breadstuffs,  cottonseed 
oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cotton,  and  mineral  oils 
fnHn  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  for  May 
have  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce.   Tliey  show  exports  as  follows: 


Itams. 


May- 


1916 


I«15 


11  months  ending  Uay- 


1916 


1915 


EXTOSTS  BT  OBODFS. 

Bradstolb : doUara.. 

<«t«»«<ioa {sXn.: 

Cattle, hogs,  and  sheep do... 

Heat  and  dairy  products do... 

bales. . . . 
Cettn pounds  . 

dollars.. 

eallons.. 
>aollars.. 


MineoloOs. 


Total. 


-do. 


EXPORTS  BY  rBDiCIPAI.   ABTICLE8. 

(\—  /hushels . 

"*" IdoUars.. 

n.^  (bushels . 

•*•» tdollars.. 

™^  Ibusfaels. 

"""^ IdoUara.. 


Ibus 
•tdoU 
/ban 


wi»™.  lusrrols.. 

™" idoUara.. 

B-I-can-d je.: 

**'■'■»'» {§0^.: 

B«'.PickW,ete j§3S^.- 

o'-on telS^.: 

^ {8SiS^'.; 

H«B«rfshoalders l^^  • 

^^ iffi^.: 

N««WI>«1 fe!£^.- 

Pxk,plekl«i,etc p^^_- 

.^«a>pounds {§X?- 

f™*"" te:: 

«>'»»tati»Kon {§?&: 


\dolIars. 

gallons, 
ollars. 

OMoUne,  naphtha,  eto {^^- 

Haildinmi,  tati  oil,  etc . 


uihrieatlngoa {^{""■ 

toll 

'  Idollars . . 

jrallons.. 
'Idollars.. 


39,991,361 
15,951, 742 

1,770,983 

53.469 

27,380,375 

405,7.56 

239,181.139 

30,665,497 

228,478,753 

17,914,240 


45,992,968 

32,309,820 

2,362,272 

31,929 

18,502.132 

615,290 

319,933,953 

29,875,716 

225.951,698 

12,997,458 


389. 72s.  022 
252.7.J4,1S6 
21.21:), 172 
2..'i2S,279 
231..'il)l.s2S 

5.M\.rao 

2,77t)..'<72.(.75 
33:i,4K<.s82 

2.192,.'-«1.U15 
141.Sl'J.r61 


529.8.39,903 

291,735,729 

19,903,909 

428,240 

173,464,598 

8,103,097 

4,235.791,929 

360,370.125 

1,967.0.-.9,031 

118,690,990 


117,775,925 


109,762,475 


1,123,173,844 


1,202,697,765 


4,9:»,262 
4,ai5..-|58 

12,4.W.H57 
Ii.372.ti21 

H,.W9,li99 

18,  Wi),  -286 
1,:)1S.  !83 
7,.W2.:i25 

12, ISO,  (80 
2..f91,a48 

ii.,i!r.a70 

i;sii7,:.i32 

248.478 

5,209,938 

705,242 

87.092,373 

8,017,792 

31,215,921 

4,774,647 

47.784,072 

6,025,749 

1,280,910 

163,163 

7,267,074 

965,636 

4,901,563 

576,739 

13,102.514 

568,777 

73.921,428 

5.005. 868 

25,561.375 

4,223.828 

29,734.701 

5.731,443 

8«,  l.W,675 

2,3^,324 


3,638,044 

3,101,910 
13,028.168 

8,099,084 
14,182,447 
22,980,073 

1,340,493 

9,781,697 

6,656,758 

1,235,171 
19,543,015 

2,500,716 

6,662,432 
694,649 

5,378,626 

645,599 

35,429,453 

4,580,026 
23,498,800 

3,109,493 
22,124,954 

2,330,585 

1,263,397 
136,658 

7,390,634 
711,640 

5,219,231 

437.975 

11,7SI,546 

313,089 

92,632,047 

5,6.36,891 
22,343.382 

2,787.204 
24,555.459 

2.545,007 
74,6:KI,2W 

1,013,707 


31,471,079 
25,268,665 
86,751.42.} 
43,494,720 

166,819,831 

207,357,954 
13,853,451 
77,962,678 
47,270,795 
8,457,386 

191.109,380 
23,707.388 
36.272,910 
3,771.312 
95,091.670 
11.560,717 

534,044,758 
72.860,543 

262,321,158 
37,855,049 

379,701.518 

41,380,876 

30,403.433 

3,457,872 

113,515,928 
12,898,951 
44,984,676 
4,440,751 

145,937,102 
4,957,001 

746,423,780 
46.774.274 

221.621,488 
32.641,410 

252.567.953 
37,7.'a),574 

826,017.590 
22,666.499 


43,718,136 
34,542,492 
86,433,656 
51.669,895 

249,676,459 

319,981,546 
15.077,390 
87,651,616 
65,359,539 
10,708,547 

121,487,671 
15,363,220 
28,622,635 
.3,004,271 
71,691.311 
8,389,725 

304,229,561 
41,294,730 

162,233,167 
23,435,029 

441,702,106 
48,917,033 
24,652,042 
2,856,682 
43,925,398 
4,758,701 
60,613,817 
5,230,270 

127,904,186 
4,173,932 

802.361,014 
48.407,043 

190,213,845 
25,067.512 

213,218,088 
24,001.098 

633.361,898 
17,041,405 
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JAPANESE  CAPITAL  HrYESTHEim. 

[Consul  General  Oeorge  B.  Sddfflore,  Tokotutma,  June  3.] 

According  to  the  monthly  report  of  the  Bank  of  Japan,  on  pro- 
motion of  new  enterprises  during  May,  ll,950j000  yen  ($5,957,075) 
was  subscribed  for  that  purpose.  The  Japan  Times  states  that  the 
figure  is  a  falling  oflf  by  9,650,000  yen  ($4,810,525  compared  with 
the  preceding  month.  The  extension  of  old  enterprises,  however, 
was  carried  out  more  briskly,  with  the  investment  of  29,555,000  yen 
($14,733,168)  for  that  purpose.  It  is  considered  notaole  that  the 
extension  of  old  enterprises  has  been  effected  mostly  by  the  payment 
of  stock  capital  rather  than  by  floating  loans,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
money  has  been  cheap  throughout  the  month.  Of  this  amount  28,- 
415,000  yen  ($14,164,878)  was  for  the  payment  of  stock  capital,  and 
only  1,140,000  yen  ($568,290)  for  loans.  The  total  figure  shows  a 
marked  increase  by  17,355,000  yen  ($8,651,467)  over  the  preceding 
month. 

The  result  of  promotion  for  May  thus  comes  up  to  41,505,000  yen 
($20,690,243)  of  which  40,365,060  yen  ($20,121,953)  goes  for  stock 
capital  and  1,140,000  yen  ($568,290)  for  loans.  The  aggregate  is 
7,705,000  yen  ($3,840,943)  more  than  during  the  preceding  month. 
The  various  classes  were: 


ClassincaUco. 


M«w  enttr- 
pricos. 


OMeoter- 
piisM. 


TotaL 


Banking 

8plimbi£ , 

Eieotrlctty 

Mining 

Fisherie? 

Sails  and  trams 

Manufacturing 

Shipping 

Insurance 

Commercial  and  sundry. . 


$508,500 


tS0S,978 

5,857,075 

249,250 

49S,500 


tS0i,S7B 

6,957,075 
847,750 
49S,800 


2,387,875 


219,340 
7,303,025 


219,340 

9,670,900 


498,500 
2,582,200 


498,600 
2,582,200 


«,  047, 075 


14,733,168 


20,780,243 


Among  the  new  companies  organized  during  the  month  are  the 
Nippon  Electric  Power  Co.,  in  Osaka,  the  Asiatic  Floor  Mill  Oo., 
the  mppon  Explosives  Manufacturing  Co.,  the  Kyudiu  Brick  Tea 
Co.,  the  Osaka  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  ue  Cnemulpo  Dock  Yard  Co., 
and  others,  while  among  the  concerns  extended  are  the  Sakai  Cotton 
Spinning  Co.,  the  Toyo  Spinning  Co.,  the  Kyushu  Tanko  Kisen 
Kaisha,  the  Dai  Nippon  Sugar  Benning  Co.,  the  Osaka  Iron  Works, 
and  several  other  concerns. 
Positioa  of  Japan's  Cotton  Ittduitry. 

The  managing  director  of  the  Kanegafuchi  Cotton  Spinning  Co., 
who  is  one  of  Uie  most  influential  leaders  in  Japan's  cotton  trade, 

Soke  on  the  position  of  Japan's  cotton  industry  in  the  world  market, 
e  is  quoted  dt  the  Japan  Times  as  saying  that  Japanese  cotton  men 
always  claim  that  they  play  a  most  important  part  in  industrial  cir- 
cles, but  that  they  must  not  forget  their  claim  is  good  only  as  com- 
pared with  other  lines  of  industry  in  Japan.  It  was  true,  he  said, 
that  thev  worked  2,800,000  spindles  in  their  mills,  and  consumed 
2,500,000  piculs  of  raw  cotton  (333,250,000  pounds),  valued  at  880,- 
000,000  yen  ($114,655,000) ;  that  their  exports  of  cotton  y»m  and  the 
manufactures  thereof  to  China,  India,  and  other  countries  were 
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valued  at  considerably  more  than  100,000,000  yen  ($49,850,000).  But 
ihe  aggregate  represeaited  only  2  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
spindles.  Even  Russia,  which  was  usually  regarded  as  a  junior  in 
the  trade,  ran  9,000,000  spindles,  about  three  times  the  aggregate 
owned  by  Japan.  British  India  owned  twice  Japan's  number  of 
spindles.    Discussing  the  matter  further,  he  said : 

An  examination  of  the  over-sea  trade  reveals  similar  conditions.  The  imports 
of  raw  cotton  represent  one-third  of  the  country's  wliole  Import  trade,  and  the 
exports  of  cotton  yarn  and  the  manufactures  thereof  amount  to  one-sixtli  of 
Japan's  entire  export  trade.  Tlierefore  it  may  safely  be  said  that  tlie  line  is 
one  of  the  most  important  in  this  country.  But  in  China,  wliich  is  one  of  the 
best  buyers  of  Japanese  cotton  goods,  Japan  holds  only  a  small  part  of  tlie  vast 
trade.  Of  the  whole  trade,  worth  250,000,000  yen  ($124,625,000),  the  British 
hold  100,000,000  yen  ($49,850,000)  worth,  while  the  Japanese  cotton  men  secure 
only  80,000,000  yen  ($39,880,000)  worth.  In  the  Indian  market,  where 
400,000,000  yen  ($199,400,000)  worth  is  consumed  every  year,  Japan's  share  of 
trade  is  only  3  per  cent  of  the  whole,  the  best  being  monopolized  by  English 
cotton  men.  When  all  these  facts  are  well  considered,  It  is  clear  that  Japan's 
cotton  industry  Is  still  in  its  Initial  stage,  and  much  more  development  la 
possible. 

Knst  Seek  Karket  is  China  and  India. 

If,  however,  Japanese  cotton  men  are  desirous  of  attaining  this  development, 
they  most  seek  their  market  in  China  and  India.  In  the  latter  country  Jap- 
anese cotton  goods  are  steadily  gaining  ground,  because  English  goods  have 
been  coming  in  less  owing  to  the  war,  but  it  wholly  depends  on  whether  Great 
Britain  adopts  a  protective  tariff  after  the  war. 

In  China  it  is  possible  that  the  trade  now  built  up  through  the  withdrawal  of 
Manchester  goods  will  be  retained  after  the  restoration  of  peace,  the  only  pre- 
caution necessary  being  that  the  Manchester  standard  of  excellence  should  be 
maintained  by  Japanese  manufacturers. 

The  possible  raising  of  China's  import  duties  is  one  of  the  most  vital  ques- 
tions to  Japanese  cotton  men  who  wish  to  extend  their  trade  In  that  country. 
If,  however,  Cliina  Is  to  be  induced  to  adopt  a  liberal  policy  instead  of 
increasing  import  duties,  an  example  must  be  set  by  Japan.  It  Is  self-rontrn- 
dlctory  on  the  part  of  Japan  If  this  country  asks  China  to  abandon  its  protec- 
tionist policy  while  Japan  Itself  still  adheres  to  protection. 

It  may  be  argued  that  if  China  increases  its  duties  this  may  be  countered  to 
advantage  by  Japanese  cotton  men;  they  can  shift  their  mills  to  China,  and 
thus  escape  the  increased  burden.  But  the  argument  is  unsound,  as  it  does  not 
tolie  into  account  all  the  advantages  derived  from  skilled  labor  and  other 
circumstances. 

Xzports  of  Kachlnery  to  Figure  Prominently. 

Officials  of  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha  are  quoted  in  the  Japan 
Times  as  saying  that  the  exports  of  machinery  are  going  to  figure 
very  prominently  in  Japan's  trade  returns,  partly  l^ause  Japan's 
machine-making  industry  has  lately  achieved  a  striking  development, 
and  partly  on  accotrnt  of  the  influence  of  the  war  on  Europe's  trade 
activities  in  the  east. 

Equipments  for  underwear  factories,  which  have  so  far  been  sup- 

Elied  either  by  Germany  or  America,  it  says,  are  now  being  supplied 
y  Japan.  Spindles  and  linters  are  also  sent  by  Japan  to  cotton  mills 
in  Shanghai  and  elsewhere.  Cotton  spindles  and  looms  are  exported 
to  South  China,  British  India,  and  the  South  Sea  Islands.  Austral- 
asia also  is  sending  inquiries  to  Japanese  machine  shops.  Accord- 
ingly, the  market  for  Japanese  machines  is  wide  enough  even  at 
S resent,  but  the  production  can  not  keep  pace  with  the  increasing 
emand. 

The  Times  says  that  electric  apparatus  made  in  Japan  is  of  excel- 
lent quality  and  every  country  whicli  has  bought  this  line  acknowl- 
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edges  its  superiority.  The  exports  are  accordingly  increaang* 
Lately  Newchwang  and  Hankow  have  taken  Japanese  telephone 
apparatus  in  large  numbers,  and  are  quite  satisfied  with  the  goods 
supplied.  China,  it  says,  may  develop  its  industries  after  tiie  war 
and  then  must  turn  to  Japan  above  all  other  countries  for  the  supply 
of  necessary  machinery. 

Sngar  Company  to  Increase  Its  Capital. 

The  Japan  Daily  Mail  says  that  the  Dai  Nippon  Sugar  Befining 
Co.  has  decided  to  increase  its  capital  by  6,000,000  yen  ($2,991,000) 
to  18,000,000  yen  ($13,473,000)  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  funds 
required  for  the  realization  of  a  scheme  drawn  up  by  ite  president 
on  the  strength  of  his  investigations  during  a  recent  tour  in  China. 
New  shares  representing  6,000,000  yen  ($2,991,000)  are  to  be  issued 
to  the  original  shareholders  of  the  company  at  the  rate  of  one  new 
share  to  every  two  old  shares^  and  during  the  present  business  term  a 
fourth  of  the  increase  in  capital  stock  is  to  be  called  up. 

It  is  reported  that  a  big  mill  for  refining  either  Japanese  or  Java 
centrifugal  is  to  be  established  in  China  for  the  purpose  of  consoli- 
dating the  company's  position  in  China's  sugar  market. 

M£H  OF  MIUTABT  AQE  IN  TTNITEB  STATES. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  estimated  that  there 
are  about  21,000,000  men  of  military  age  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
not  possible  to  make  any  statement  as  to  the  proportion  who  are 
able-bodied,  but  the  figures  given  are  based  upon  an  estimate  of  the 
total  number  of  male  citizens  and  prospective  citizens  (foreign -born 
persons  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens)  18  to 
45  years  of  age,  inclusive. 

This  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
approximately  10  per  cent  in  the  population  of  the  country  since 
the  census  of  1910.  When  that  census  was  taken  the  total  number  of 
male  citizens  and  prospective  citizens  18  years  of  age  and  over  but 
under  46  was  19,183,000.  Of  this  number,  14,224,000  were  native 
whites;  2,857,000  were  foreign-born  whites  who  had  become  natu- 
ralized or  had  declared  their  intention  of  doing  so,  2,052,000  were 
negroes,  and  50,000  were  Indians.  The  num^r  of  foreign-bom 
citizens  is  partially  an  estimate,  since  the  census  enumerators  were 
able  to  obtain  information  as  to  citizenship  from  only  about  seven- 
eighths  of  the  total  number  of  foreign-bom  males.  Native  whites 
thus  represent  about  74  per  cent  of  the  total,  foreign-bom  whites 
nearly  15  per  cent,  negroes  nearly  11  pfer  cent,  and  Indians  about 
three-tenths  of  1  per  cent. 

During  the  Civil  War,  when  the  population  of  the  country,  ex- 
clusive of  the  seceding  States,  was  less  than  one-fourth  as  great  as 
the  present  population  of  the  entire  United  States,  the  total  num- 
ber of  men  serving  the  Federal  armies  at  one  time  and  another  was 
approximately  2,600,000  (due  allowance  being  made  for  duplicate 
eimstments;  that  is,  cases  in  which  men  enlisted  more  than  onoe). 

The  following  table  gives,  by  States,  the  total  number  of  males 
18  to  45  years  of  age  enumerated  at  the  census  of  1910.  The  figureit 
include  approximately  1,796,000  alien  whites  and  92,000  Chincfle, 
Japanese,  and  others,  together  representing  about  9  per  cent  of  the 
total,  who  would  be  ineligible  for  military  service.     The  Census 
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Bnreau  has  not  compiled  the  number  of  these  classes  of  the  popu- 
lation, within  the  given  age  limits,  "who  were  living  in  each  State 
in  1910.  Taking  the  country  as  a  whole,  however,  the  probable  in- 
crease ia  population  between  1910  and  1916  will  approximately  coun- 
terbalance the  number  of  alien  whites,  Chinese,  Japanese,  etc.,  in- 
cluded in  the  figures  for  1910,  so  that  these  figures  may  be  accepted 
as  roughly  representative  of  the  number  of  male  citizens  and  pros- 
pective citizens  18  to  45  years  of  age,  inclusive,  in  each  State  and  in 
the  United  States  in  1916. 
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1,449 
i.321 
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1,131 
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,013 
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;.2r.l 

1,187 
1,829 
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State. 


Kansa; 

Total  (or  North. 

Delaware 

Maryland 

District  ot  Colombia. 

VirgiDia 

West  Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Florida 

Kentucky 

Tenne<we 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

.\rkansas 

Ix)uiaiana 

Oklahahia ;. 


13,094,613 


Number. 


379,730 


40, 139 
179,818 

80,85S 
410,422 
281,179 
401.917 
283,490 
607,688 
177, 152 
469,711 
434,641 
414, 4S4 
354,133 
321,924 
347.  S18 
366,339 


State. 


1^ 


Te.\aF 

Total  for  South. 

Montitna 

Idaho 

Wyoming 

Colorado 

New  Mexico 

Ariiona 

Utah 

Novada .' 

Wa'^IiiiiKton 

Oregon 

Calltomhi 

Total  for  West.. 

AgKre^ato      for 
Unjied  State.'!. 


Number. 


828,756 
6,000,139 


120,862 

88,839 

55,888 

210,637 

75, 371 

00,915 

80,590 

.30,489 

350,748 

196,163 

687,822 


1,970,322 


21,071,076 


PROBxrcnoN  of  coitke  and  sxtgab  nr  betheslanss  india. 

[Concul  B.  8.  Ralrden,  Batavla,  Java,  .\pr.  29.] 

The  production  of  coflfee  in  Netherlands  India  in  1915  amoimted 
to  99,903,696  pounds,  or  7,182,432  pounds  more  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  the  increases  being  in  the  Java  and  robasta  grades. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  production  and  the  yields  of 
private  and  Government  plantations  in  1914  and  1915 : 


Grade 

PrlvaM. 

Oorenunent. 

Total. 

19U 

1915 

19M 

1915 

Pounii. 
1,476,600 

1914 

1915 

]m              

Pouni: 
18, 076, 081 
1^873. 416 
55,098,904 

Poundt. 
30,190,233 

3,an,m 

65,7W,48S 

Poundt. 
5,701,656 
180,112 

1,887,000 

Poundt. 

23,781,010 

4,oe»,<28 

56,985,904 

Poundt. 
31,665,832 

Uberia               

21093,178 

435,266 

66,144,688 

Total 

7T,04»,a04 

•7, 990,808 

7,7*7,768 

1,910.800 

92,721,264 

99,903,606 

Java  produced  1,436,818  short  tons  of  sugar  in  1915,  as  against 
1,580,092  tons  in  1914,  and  1,606,417  tons  in  1913. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vaited  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
■ktlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  921  Post  OfBce  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Etbcmla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  SOS  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Heniy  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
nerce;  Cinclsnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt,  C.  N.  0.  &  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  los  Angeles.  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
■eree;  Ttailadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent.  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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AHEBICAN  CONSULAS  OFnCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCK 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  "will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Explra- 
Uonot 
venue. 

Address. 

Wakefield,  E.  A 

Port  Eliiabeth,  South 

Africa. 

Kot)«,  Japan 

Cinticao,  Dutch  West 

Indies. 

Prtrograd,  Russia 

Gotebor^,  Sweden 

July    8 

Aug.  15 
July     7 

July  H 
..do 

Department  of  State,  Wash  Ington.D.C. 
Do. 

VonStruve,  H.  C 

Wlnshlp,  North 

4200  Avenue  B,  Austin,  Tex. 

Hotel  Prince,  Arveme,  Long  Island. 
Roland,  Iowa. 

Rasniu-seo,  B.  M. ............ 

Patras,  Greece 

St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick. 

Huddersfleld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

Aug.  10 
July     7 

Aug;'^' 
Sept.    1 

121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Vlneland,  N.  J. 

Culver,  Henry  S 

Hale,  F.  D 

Ltmenburg,  Vt 

Fisher,  Fred  D 

CaiTollton,  Kj. 
Gibialtar,  Pa. 

Blasterson,  William  W 

Eeltier,  Harry  G 

NEW  BUSINESS  FOB  AMEBICA. 

The  District  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce in  New  York  City  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
large  exporting  houses  in  that  city  expressing  appreciation  of  the 
service  rendered  by  the  District  Office,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
firm  securing  valuable  foreign  trade.  The  firm  states  that  it  has  sup- 
plied a  merchant  in  Spain  with  a  trial  order  of  soda,  valued  at  about 
$15,000.  The  foreign  Duyer  advises  that  this  will  probably  result  in 
permanent  business  in  American  manufactured  soda.  The  firm  states 
that  it  has  also  placed  a  sample  order  of  logwood  extract  amounting 
to  about  $1,500,  with  the  understanding  that  if  this  sample  is  satis- 
factory, monthly  orders  will  result.  The  firm  explains  that  the  serv- 
ice of  the  District  Office  has  opened  up  two  new  lines  of  business 
for  it. 

BEVENUE  OF  NOBWAY'S  TBAMF  STEAUEBS. 

[Consol  Charles  Forman,  Bergen,  June  3.] 

The  yearbook  for  1915  of  the  Commercial  Exchange  of  Bergen, 
just  issued,  contains  statements  regarding  the  net  profits  of  the  tramp 
steamers  of  Bergen.  The  figures  include  dividends  to  owners,  pay- 
ments on  account  of  debt  and  additions  to  capital.  The  tramp 
steamers  operated  by  the  Bergenske  Dampsskibsselskap  are  not  in- 
cluded. 

The  summary  of  net  earnings  for  the  past  six  years  includes 
$1,206,000  in  1910,  $1,929,600  in  1911,  $3,323,200  in  1912,  $4,020,000 
in  1913,  $2,680,000  in  1914,  and  $12,783,000  in  1915. 
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THE  V8E  0?  ELECIKIdTT  DT  FEENCH  ISDCMJHDTA. 

(ConBol  tAwrcnee  P.  Brlggs,  Balgon,  May  8.] 

EUeciricity  is  not  ext^isivBly  employed  in  French  Indo-China 
eitlier  for  Ugfatinjz  purposes  or  for  motive  power.  Only  the  im- 
portant cities  of  Saigon,  Cholon,  and  Pnompenh  in  the  south  and 
Hanoi  and  Haiphong  in  the  north  are  adequately  provided  with 
electricity.  Here  and  there  a  small  town  is  partly  lighted  by  a 
private  corporation  or  by  a  manufacturing  or  mining  company  op- 
erating a  near-b;^  plant.  Important  cities  like  Hue,  the  capital  of 
Annam  (population  about  85,000),  Namdinh  in  Tonkin  (population 
about  60,000) ,  and  many  others  of  lesser  importance  are  lifted  by 
petroleum. 

A  few  mines  and  manufacturing  plants  employ  electricity  for 
motive  power,  and  a  couple  of  small  mines  have  hydroelectric  plants 
that  furnish  part  or  all  the  power  needed  for  their  operations. 

The  lighting  of  the  principal  cities  of  French  Indo-China  is  practi- 
cally intrusted  to  one  company.  La  Compagnie  des  Eaux  et  Elec- 
tricity de  llndochine,  a  joint-stock  company  with  a  capital  of  5,700,- 
000  francs  ($1,100,000)  with  headquarters  at  3  Rue  de  Stockholm, 
Paris.  This  company  operates  under  its  own  name  the  plants  that 
li|^t  the  cities  of  Saigon  and  Cholon  in  Cochin  China  and  Pnompenh 
in  Cambodia;  and  under  the  name  of  La  Soci^tfi  Indochinoise  d'Elec- 
tricitS  it  famishes  electric  power  to  the  cities  of  Hanoi  and  Haiphong 
in  Tonkin. 
JmttKVaMO*  •{  flaicoa  aad  Otbtr  Ceatcn. 

Cochin  China  is  a  rich  agricultural  region.  Its  chief  port,  Saigon, 
claims  a  population  of  nearly  10,000,  of  whom  about  5,000  are 
Europeans,  mainly  Frendx.  It  has  a  larger  European  population 
Aan  any  other  city  of  IsdorCThina.  Saigon  is  the  chief  port  of 
French  Indo-C^iina  and  the  greatest  French  port  outside  of  France. 

The  neighboring  rice-milling  suburb  of  Cholon,  with  its  more  than 
150,000  native  and  Chinese  inhabitants,  is  the  most  populous  city 
as  well  as  the  chief  industrial  center  of  French  Indo-C!nina.  The 
value  of  the  rice  that  passes  through  these  mills  amounts  to  over  $20,- 
OOOjOOO  annually. 

There  are  many  smaller  cities  in  Cochin  China — of  2,000  to  20,000 
inhabitants — wealthy  agricultural  centers  that  will  some  day  install 
;3mall  electric  lighting  plants.    Electricitjr  will  probably  never  be 
extensively  used  for  motive  power  in  Cochin  Qiina. 
Beetrie  laitaUatioat  ia  C«eUa  CUaa. 

There  are  at  present  two  electric  installations  in  Cochin  China— 
one  at  CSuxpian,  midway  brtween  Saigon  and  Cholon,  for  the  light- 
ing of  these  two  dtaes  and  the  suburban  towns  ot  Giadinh  and 
Govap;  and  the  otl^  at  Mytho. 

lie  motive  power  of  tiie  Choquan  plant  is  furnished  by  four  group 
tmiiin^  with  a  total  of  5^00  horsepower,  as  follows : 

One  grtmp  of  Brown-Boverie-Parsons  turbine  engines  of  2,000 
honepower  at  8,000  revolutions;  one  group  of  vertical,  triple-expan- 
sion, four-cylinder  Boult»-Larbodiere  turbine  engines  of  2,000  horse- 
Kwer  at  8,000  revolutions ;  and  two  groups  of  vertical  Boulte-Lar- 
Jiere  two-cylinder  compound  engines  of  500  horsepower  each  at 
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330  revolutions.  Another  turbo-alternator  group  similar  to  the  first 
has  been  ordered  from  France,  but  will  probably  not  be  shipped  until 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Electricity  for  lighting  and  ventilation  is  sold  to  private  parties 
at  a  price  not  to  exceed  0.65  franc  (12.55  cents)  per  Kilowatt  hour. 
The  Governments  of  Indo-China  and  of  Cochin  China  have  ob- 
tained special  rates  of  0.50  franc,  except  for  lighting  the  palace  of 
the  governor  general,  for  which  0.58  franc  is  paid.  Electrical  energy 
is  sold  to  factories  and  other  industries  at  the  following  rates  per 
kilowatt  hour :  0.44  franc  up  to  300,000  kilowatt  hours  per  year,  0.43 
franc  for  the  next  50,000  Irilowatt  hours,  0.42  franc  for  more  than 
350,000  kilowatt  hours. 

The  Hyt'ho  Installation — Other  Concessions  in  Cochin  China. 

The  electric-light  plant  at  Mytho  consists  of  two  groups  of  gas 
motors,  Charron  system,  each  operating  two  dynamos.  The  power 
of  each  group  is  25  kilowatts,  and  the  plant  produces  a  continuous 
current  of  110  volts.  One  of  these  groups  operates  during  the  day 
and  furnishes  the  necessary  motive  force  for  the  electric  fans  of  the 
city  and  for  a  small  ice  factory  near  the  station.  The  two  groups 
work  together  at  night,  and  the  installation  of  a  similar  third  group 
is  projected. 

The  price  for  public  lighting,  as  well  as  for  lighting  and  ventilat- 
ing the  administrative  buildings,  is  fixed  at  0.55  franc  per  kilowatt 
hour;  but  the  city  guarantees  a  minimum  annual  consumption  of 
current  amounting  to  25,000  francs.  The  price  for  private  lighting 
and  ventilation  can  not  exceed  0.70  franc  per  kilowatt  hour;  that 
foi-  motive  power  exclusively  is  0.30  franc  per  kilowatt  hour. 

Concessions  similar  to  that  of  Mytho  have  been  granted  to  J.  Labbe 
for  the  lighting  of  Sadec  (about  4,000  inhabitants)  and  of  Bentre 
(about  2,000  inhabitants) ;  but  nothing  has  been  done  in  either  case. 
A  similar  installation  is  projected  at  Vinhlong  (about  20,000  in- 
habitants). 
Electric  Systems  in  Pnompenh  and  laos  Protectorates. 

Cambodia  and  Laos  are  commercially  tributary  to  Saigon.  The 
only  electric  installation  of  importance  in  these  protectorates  is  at 
Pnoni))enh ;  although  small  installations  exist  at  Battambang,  Kom- 
pong-Cham,  and  Kratie  in  Cambodia,  and  Ventiane  in  Laos. 

Pnompenh  lias  had  electric  lights  since  1898.  The  present  contract 
is  lield  by  La  Compagnie  des  Eaux  et  Electricity  de  I'Indochine.  The- 
])lant  consists  of  four  alternators  rim  by  Farcot  steam  motors  having 
!•  capacity  of  50,  50,  100,  and  150  kilowatts,  respectively,  and  a  265- 
kilowatt  alternator  operated  by  a  petroleum  motor.  This  gives  a 
total  motive  force  of  615  kilowatts,  which  generates  a  biphase  cur- 
rent of  4,000  to  4,500  volts  with  a  frequency  of  50. 

The  Battambang  plant  consists  of  two  groups  of  dynamos  of  42 
kilowatts  (220  volts)  each,  one  operated  by  a  120-horsepower  Farcot 
steam  engine,  the  other  by  a  35-horsepower  Faulus  Foulon  steam 
engine.  The  current  is  distributed  by  overhead  and  subterranean 
wires.  The  circuit  includes  over  200  incandescent  lamps  for  light- 
ing public  buildings  and  about  800  private  lamps. 

The  city  of  Kompong-Cham  maintains  its  own  lighting  system, 
but  does  not  sell  current. 
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The  Kratie  installation  consists  of  a  Thomson-Houston  dynamo, 
operated  by  a  steam  engine  and  generating  a  current  of  86  volts 
(50  amperes) ,  used  to  light  the  80  or  100  incandescent  lamps  of  the 
Delegation,  or  government  building. 

At  Vientaine  a  small  installation,  located  at  I'Ecole  professionelle 
and  maintained  by  the  government,  furnishes  power  lor  light  and 
Tentilation  to  the  school,  the  administrative  buildings  and  the  Euro- 
pean residences  and  for  the  lighting  of  the  principal  streets,  as  well 
as  power  to  operate  the  water  pumps,  a  small  ice  plant,  and  a  few 
machine  tools  used  by  the  school.  The  motive  power  is  furnished 
by  a  150-horsepower  wood-burning  steam  engme,  operating  two 
dynamos  of  22  and  28  kilowatts,  respectively,  and  one  ^-horsepower 
motor  (120  volts  each). 

Inportaat  C«Bters  la  lonkliL 

TiHtkin  is  the  mining  and  manufacturing  center  of  French  Indo- 
China.  The  most  important  cities  of  Tonkin  are  Hanoi,  Haiphong, 
and  Namdinh. 

Hanoi,  the  capital  of  Tonkin  and  of  the  Union  of  French  Indo- 
CSiina,  claims  a  population  of  about  125,000,  of  which  about  2,500  are 
Europeans.  Next  to  Saigon  it  is  the  chief  center  of  European  popula- 
tion in  Frendi  Indo-Chma.  Haiphong  has  about  45,000  inhabitants, 
including  about  1J$00  Europeans.  It  is  the  seaport  of  Tonkin  and  of 
Ynnnan  and  is  also  an  important  industrial  center.  With  the  de- 
velopment of  the  mineral  and  other  resources  of  the  country,  this 
oty  is  8aire  to  play  a  more  important  role.  Namdinh  is  a  native 
sgricultural  and  industrial  center  of  some  60,000  inhabitants,  located 
in  the  lower  delta  district.  Jt  is  near  the  center  of  the  rice  fields 
and  is  the  center  of  cotton  and  silk  manufacture  and  the  distilla- 
tion of  native  rice  alcohol.  Its  location  in  the  flooded  district  will 
prevent  its  ever  being  an  important  industrial  center. 

The  contracts  for  lighting  Hanoi  and  Haiphong  are  held  by  La 
Soci^t4  Indochinoise  d'Electricit^,  practically  the  same  firm  as  the 
Compagnie  des  Eaux  et  d'Electricit^  de  I'Indochine. 

The  Hanoi  aad  Halpboag  lastallatloas. 

Hanoi  has  been  lighted  by  electricity  since  1896,  but  the  present 
contract  was  granted  in  1912.  The  installation  consists  of  a  group 
of  Boulte  Larbodiere  hi^-pressure,  600  horsepower  steam  engines, 
yritii  a  capacity  of  450  kilowatts  per  hour,  two  Farcot  steam  en- 
gines of  400  horsepower  each,  operating  a  Nancy  dynamo  of  500 
volts  (400  kilowatt  noiirs) ,  and  two  groups  of  two  Farcot  dynamos, 
with  a  capacity  of  600  kilowatt  hours,  making  a  total  generating 
capacity  of  1,000  kilowatt  houre.  Tliei-e  is  also  a  relief  battery  of 
60  volts  (500  amperes)  per  hour. 

The  current  is  continuous  and  is  distributed  by  underground  wires. 
Tbe  circuit  includes  about  21,000  incandescent  lamps  of  all  sizes  and 
abrat  250  horsepower  in  motors. 

Haiphong  was  the  first  city  in  French  Indo-China  to  be  lighted 
hj  electricity.  The  first  contract  for  this  purpose  was  granted  to 
Hermenier  and  Plante  in  1892.  Since  1903  the  contract  has  been 
held  by  the  Soci6t^  Indochinoise  d'Electricite. 

The  motive  power  of  the  present  plant  is  furnished  by  (a)  three 
groups  each  composed  of  a  monocylindric  Farcot  steam  engine  and  a 
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Farcot  dynamo  and  (b)  one  group  consisting  of  a  Corliss  mono- 
cylindric  steam  engine  and  a  Thomson  dynamo.  The  total  motive 
force  amounts  to  about  1^00  horsepower,  each  of  the  former  having 
a  force  of  300-400  horsepower  and  the  latter  a  force  of  175  horse- 
power, 
other  Installations  in  Tonkin. 

Since  1913  Veyrene  et  Cie.  have  held  contracts  for  lighting  the 
cities  of  Dap-Cau  and  Laokay.  The  Dap-Cau  installation  consists 
of  two  50  horsepower  engines  operating  two  dynamos  of  35  kilowatts 
each  of  1,000  revolutions  per  minute,  producing  a  triphase  alternating 
current  of  100  amperes  (200  volts)  with  a  frequency  of  50.  Plans 
are  under  way  for  enlarging  this  plant  to  furnish  light  and  power  to 
the  neighboring  cities  of  Bacninh  (8,000)  and  Phu-Lang-Thiong 
(3,000).    The  Laokay  installation  is  similar  to  the  one  at  Dap-Cau. 

Although  Namdinh  is,  next  to  Hanoi,  the  most  populous  center  of 
Tonkin  and  a  native  industrial,  political,  and  educational  center  of 
great  importance,  it  is  as  yet  unprovided  with  electric  lights.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  war  plans  were  under  way  for  the  installation 
of  an  electric  lighting  plant,  but  nothing  will  probably  be  done  before 
peace  is  restored. 

Nearly  all  the  factories  of  Tonkin  have  their  own  electric  plants 
for  lighting  their  mills  and  the  houses  of  their  principal  employees. 
Some  also  employ  electricity  for  motive  force.  The  motive  power 
of  the  factory  of  the  Societe  des  Ciments  Portland  Artificiels  de 
I'Indochine  at  Haiphong,  as  well  as  the  electricity  for  lighting  the 
homes  of  its  principal  operatives  and  the  little  suburb  in  which  the 
factory  is  located,  is  furnished  by  the  company's  electric  plant.  This 
plant  consists  of  two  electroturbine  groups  of  1,000  and  200  amperes, 
respectively,  and  two  alternators  of  100  amperes  each,  producing  a 
triphase  alternating  current  of  550  volts  at  50  alternations  per  second, 
which  operates  16  motors  of  a  total  capacity  of  874  horsepower.  The 
Society  Francaise  des  Charbonnages  du  Tonkin  has  a  large  electric 
plant  at  Hongay  to  furnish  motive  force  for  its  briquet  factory  and 
sorting  sheds  and  for  lighting  its  sheds,  factories,  offices,  docks,  resi- 
dences of  European  employees,  etc.  This  company  practically  lights 
the  village  and  port  of  Hongay. 

Several  other  mining  companies  employ  electric  power  in  their 
crushing  or  refining  plants  as  well  as  for  drilling.  Among  these  may 
be  mentioned  the  Soci^tfi  Civil  de  la  Mine  de  Trang-da  at  Tuven- 
Quang  and  the  Soci^tfi  Minifere  du  Tonkin  at  Lang-Hit,  near  Thai- 
Nguyen.  The  Soci^t6  des  Etains  et  Wolfram  du  Tonkin  is  now 
installing  a  1,000-horsepower  hydroelectric  plant  at  its  mine  at 
Nguyen-Binh. 

Important  Centers  in  Annam. 

Annam  has  only  one  city  of  any  considerable  size.  Hue,  the  capi- 
tal, with  a  population  of  about  85,000  natives,  but  only  a  few  hundred 
Europeans.  It  is  not  a  seaport  and  has  no  important  industries. 
Tourane,  the  principal  port  (population  10,000),  has  considerable 
commerce,  but  no  industries.  Neither  of  these  towns  has  electric 
lights.  There  are  several  administrative  and  industrial  centers  of 
2,000  to  25,000  inhabitants,  which  will  soon  consider  the  installation 
of  electric  lighting  plants. 
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Vinh,  the  chief  industrial  center  of  northern  Annam  (population 
8,000)  is  lighted  by  a  small  plant  belonging  to  Guichaid  Friires.  This 
installation  consists  of  two  smidl  dynamos,  which  furnish  a  continu- 
ous current  of  115  volts  (96^  amperes).  A  large  installation  is 
under  consideration.  Vinh  is  tixe  only  town  of  Annam  that  has  elec- 
tric lights,  although  its  port,  Ben-thuy,  three  or  four  miles  away,  is 
nearly  as  well  served  by  the  private  plant  of  the  sawmill  which  is 
located  there. 

Tntnie  of  Electricity  in  French  lado-CUa*. 

The  prospect  for  electrical  development  in  French  Indo-China  is 
good.  There  are  some  good-sized  cities — Hue  and  Namdinh — and 
many  smaller  ones  that  are  certain  before  long  to  put  in  electric 
lighting  plants.  With  the  development  of  the  country  the  number 
is  sure  to  increase. 

The  use  of  electric  power  as  a  motive  force  in  manufacturing  will 
develop.  The  native  peculation  (nearly  20,000,000)  is  sufficient  to 
afford  a  good  home  market  for  many  manufactures.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  rich  soil  for  the  production  of  cotton,  silk,  oil  plants, 
and  other  raw  materials  to  supply  their  needs.  Fuel  is  at  hand  at  a 
reasonable  price.  Native  hand  labor,  especially  in  Tonkin,  is  cheap 
and  sufficiently  skillful.  Every  requi^te  for  successful  manufacture 
is  present — an  extensive  market,  an  abundance  of  raw  materials,  an 
abundance  of  cheap  and  skillful  laborers,  and  a  sufficient  supply  of 
good  fuel. 

rmhaainff  Agents — ^Zmportatlpn. 

The  electrical  machinery  of  La  Compa^ie  des  Eauz  et  d'Elec- 
tricite  is  purchased  mainly  by  its  Paris  office.  The  same  is  true  of 
some  of  the  larger  manufacturing  and  mining  firms  that  employ 
ele<^icity.  But  the  madiinery  of  the  smaller  lighting  and  manu- 
facturing firms,  the  smaller  equipment  of  the  larger  firms,  and  the 
incandescent  lamps  and  other  apparatus  purchased  by  the  consumer 
aragenerally  furnished  hj  the  local  dealers. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  electrical  machinery  and 
supplies  imported  into  the  port  of  Saigon  for  each  of  the  past  five 
years.  The  figures  for  the  importation  at  the  other  ports  of  Indo- 
CSiina  are  not  available,  but  more  than  half  of  the  imports  come 
through  th«  port  of  Saigon: 
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Total 


74,318 

234, «75 

112,810 

604 

69 

1> 


•11,781 

43,  IM 

108,490 

9,907 

220 


«2S,4n 

24,fiS6 

143, 1S6 

227 


21 


W,6S5 

80,330 

104,070 

218 


»10,02» 

20,033 

70,623 

884 


t{0,819 


173,532       194,562 


196,766 


102,453 


PracticaUy  all  these  articles  have  come  to  Indo-China  from  France, 
althoagfa  machinery  of  British  origin  is  not  uncommon. 

fA  llBt  of  importers  of  electrical  goods  iu  French  Indo-Cbinn  ctin  be  obtained 
at  the  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Uefer 
to  fUe  No.  77146.] 
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FOBEiaN  TRADE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  he  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  dlatrlct  oflleea.  Beqaest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  mUite  opportvnltr  aumber. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratiiigs  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standlUK 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Leather,  dry  goods,  etc..  No.  21709. — Supplementing  foreign-trade  opportunity 
No.  21117,  published  In  Couuebce  Repobts  of  May  9,  1916,  a  commercial 
agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  the  arrival  In  the  United  States  of  a  business 
man  from  Chile  who  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  firms  deal- 
ing in  shoe  leather;  cotton  and  woolen  dry  goods;  cotton  yarns;  hosiery; 
and  underwear.    References  are  furnished. 

Cotton  goods,  No.  21710. — ^A  firm  in  the  United  States  has  transmitted  the  name 
and  address  of  a  manufacturers'  agent  in  Greece  who  desires  to  be  placed 
In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cotton  prints  simi- 
lar to  a  sample  which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  oflBces. 
(Refer  to  Mlscel.  No.  135.)     Correspondence  sliould  be  in  EYench. 

Kapok,  No.  21711. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  reports  that  an 
American  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations,  c.  I.  f.  port  of 
destination,  on  liapoli.  Samples  should  be  sent  Kapolc  should  be  free 
from  seeds  and  carded,  packed  In  nattes.  Kapok  In  bales  is  not  desired. 
Samples  of  the  luii>ok  submitted  by  the  firm  may  be  Inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  77673.) 

Agency,  No.  21712. — A  man  in  Canada  writes  the  Bureau  requesting  It  to  place 
him  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  who  desire  n 
representative  in  Ontario.    No  particular  line  is  specified. 

Household  requisites.  No.  21713. — ^A  firm  in  France  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  of  its  doslre  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  household 
requisites,  such  as  brass  and  nickel-plated  cofi^ee  and  tea  sets,  brassware, 
wire  and  tinware,  small  churns,  coffee  mills,  meat  choppers,  electric  irons, 
and  enameled  ware,  etc.  The  firm  states  that  it  buys  goods  on  its  own 
account  for  cash  and  sells  through  its  own  agents  and  travelers.  Refer- 
ences are  given. 

Il'irc  lor  needles,  No.  21714. — The  representative  of  a  needle  factory  in  Russia 
asks  an  American  consular  officer  to  place  him  In  touch  with  manufacturers 
of  wire  for  making  needles.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Russian  or 
French. 

Electrical  and  plumbers''  supplies.  No.  21715. — ^An  American  consular  officer  Id 
Spain  reports  that  a  manufacturer  of  electric  materials  and  sanitary 
articles  is  in  the  market  for  electrical  apparatus,  bell  fixtures,  and  plumbers' 
supplies.    References  are  given.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Steam  trawler,  No.  21716. — A  steam  trawler  for  fishing  is  wanted  as  soon  as 
possible  by  a  firm  in  Norway,  according  to  a  recent  report  from  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  In  that  country.  Agent  expects  to  come  to  the  United 
States  to  make  purchase,  but  firm  would  first  like  to  iestablish  connections. 
I{ei>lles  in  English  are  desired  as  soon  as  possible.    Reference  Is  given. 

Bottles,  etc..  No.  21717. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Argentina  writes  that 
n  firm  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  bottles  of  various  sizes  and  styles 
for  beer,  liquors,  and  soft  drinks,  as  well  as  metal  caps  and  straw  covers 
fur  same.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish,  and  prices  should  be 
quoted  c.  1.  f.  port  of  destination,  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  References  are 
Kiven. 

Dress  goods.  No.  21718. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands  re- 
ports that  a  commission  agent  in  that  country  wishes  to  represent  Amerl- 
cuu  manufacturers  of  women's  dress  goods,  such  as.  gabardine,  popUn, 
serge,  etc.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Machinery,  No.  21719. — ^A  man  in  China  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  is  in  the  market  for  additional  cotton-spinning  machinery,  and 
that  he  Is  particularly  interested  In  cotton-spinning  machinery  parts.  The 
consular  officer  further  states  that  the  man  Is  also  Interested  in  machinery 
of  various  kinds. 
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EXTENSION  OF  BBITISH  CONTBABAND  LIST. 

[Telegram  received  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  June  20.] 

Tlie  following  articles  will  be  treated  as  absolute  contraband  in 
addition  to  those  named  in  earlier  proclamations:  Electric  appli- 
ances adapted  for  use  in  war  and  their  component  parts;  bitumen, 
pitch,  and  tar;  sensitized  photographic  films,  plates,  and  paper; 
feldspar ;  goldbeater's  skin ;  talc ;  hamboo. 

[The  most  recent  announcement  in  regard  to  contraband  appeared 
in  CoMMXBcs  Eeforts  for  Apr.  24, 1916.] 


WINE-CBOP  FEOSFECTS  OF  THE  OIBONDE  BISTBICT. 

[Vice  Consul  Frank  C.  Lee,  Bordeaux,  France,  June  12.] 

The  wine  crop  of  1916  in  the  Gironde  district  of  France  promises 
to  greatly  exceed  that  of  1915,  notwithstanding  abnormal  labor  con- 
ditions. The  weather  has  been  favorable  and  the  increase  is  largely 
due  to  this  fact.  In  some  districts  hail  has  destroyed  parts  of  vine- 
yards, but  so  far  the  loss  has  been  inconsiderable. 

Wine  which  before  the  war  sold  for  from  425  to  450  francs  ($82 
to  $86.85)  per  tonneau  (4  barrels  of  225  liters  each)  is  now  sell- 
ing for  750  to  800  francs  per  tonneau.  For  the  same  amount  of 
wine  (900  liters,  or  237  gallons),  not  barreled,  the  former  price  was 
350  francs:  the  price  is  now  from  625  to  660  francs.  These  prices 
are  paid  for  the  ordinary  wines,  of  which  there  is  considerable 
scarcity  at  present  because  of  the  increase  in  the  demand  for  military 
purposes, 
lack  of  Wine  Barrels. 

With  the  prospects  of  a  lai^  wine  production  has  come  the  serious 
question  of  how  to  dispose  of  the  wine,  because  of  the  present  lack  of 
wine  barrels.  It  is  ahnost  impossible  to  obtain  any  barrels,  and 
where  formerly  those  of  225  liters  (59  gallons)  capacity  cost  17 
francs  each,  the  present  price  is  from  25  to  30  francs  each,  depend- 
ing on  the  age  and  condition  of  the  barrels. 

Recently  an  investigation  of  the  matter  was  carried  on  by  the 
Consulting  Committee  on  Economic  Movements  of  the  Eighteenth 
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Begion,  in  connection  with  the  Federation  of  the  Wine  Commerce 
of  the  Gironde,  after  which  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  each 
of  the  Ministers  of  Affairs,  Agriculture,  Finance,  Public  Works, 
and  War: 

We  Imve  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present  situation  concerning 
the  next  wine  crop,  of  as  niticli  import  to  the  fcrowers  as  to  tlie  merchants, 
caused  I)y  tiie  lacli  of  l>arrels.  Tiie  lacl£  of  the  barrels  is  such  and  the  price 
of  new  l)nrrels  is  so  liisli  that  we  are  afraid  that  we  will  not  be  able  to  place 
even  a  small  amount  of  the  crop.  The  disaster  would  be  irreparable  if  the 
efforts  of  the  wine  growers  would  become  futile  because  of  the  lact  of  barrels. 
If  it  is  not  possible  to  put  at  our  disposition  new  staves,  hoop  iron,  and  an 
Increase  of  hand  labor  tiie  tendency  would  be  to  deaden  our  once  lively 
Industry. 

It  seems  that  many  of  the  l)arrels  are  lielng  kept  In  the  war  eone  or  de- 
tained In  certain  other  centers  of  France.  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  return 
them  Immediately  to  this  center,  where  they  could  be  sold?  Is  Is  urgent  that 
imm<Hliute  measures  should  be  taken,  as  it  will  take  a  long  time  to  suppl'y 
the  demand  because  of  the  present  conditions,  and  the  wine  crop  is  something 
that  <-an  not  wait. 

JAPANESE  PIBM  BUYS  TSIHOTATJ  BEEWEBT. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Sctdmore,  Yokohama,  June  4.1 

The  Dai  Nippon  Brewery  Co.  has  purchased  the  plant  of  the 
Tsingtau  Brewery  Co.  The  Japan  Advertiser  states  that  by  this 
transaction  the  former  company  has  eliminated  strong  competition  in 
the  Chinese  market.  The  capacity  of  the  Tsingtau  Brewery  Co.  is  be- 
tween 30,000  and  40.000  koku  (1,429,728  and  1,906,304  United  States 
gallons)  a  year,  and  hitherto  it  has  offered  strong  competition  with 
Japanese  beer  in  North  China  and  Chosen.  It  is  reported  that  since 
the  outbreak  of  war,  the  increase  in  the  demand  for  Japanese  beer 
for  export  has  been  remarkable.  The  Dai  Nippon  Brewery  Co. 
alone  lias  already  exported  this  year  about  80,000  cases  to  China, 
30,000  to  Chosen,  20,000  to  Rangoon,  25,000  to  Calcutta,  60,000  to 
Bombay,  20,000  to  Singapore,  and  20,000  to  Java,  or  more  than 
250,000  cases  in  all  in  the  five  months.  The  figures  this  year  are 
treble  tliose  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and  are  more 
than  eight  times  larger  than  the  amount  in  the  corresponding  period 
the  year  liefore  last.  It  is  also  remarkable  to  note  that  quite  recently 
the  I>ai  Nippon  Brewery  Co.  has  received  an  order  from  Egypt  for 
10,000  cases. 

CHUEAIT-BOIIYIAK  OIL  STNBICATE. 

A  syndicate  known  as  the  "  Sindicato  Petrolifero  del  Oriente  Bo- 
liviano "  has  been  formed  by  Chilean  capitalists  to  exploit  an  area  of 
545,000  hectares  (1,345,1.50  acres)  of  oil-bearing  lands  in  eastern  Bo- 
livia. To  carry  on  the  work  of  exploitation  as  planned,  subscriptions 
for  approximately  $10,000,000  are  to  be  raised,  chiefly  from  the  ni- 
trate producers  in  the  north  of  Chile  who  are  desirous  of  securing  an 
independent  and  eccmomical  source  of  fuel.  A  railway  is  to  be  con- 
structed from  the  oil  fields  in  Cordillera.  Department  of  Santa  Cruz, 
to  Potosi,  or  a  pipe  line  will  be  laid,  to  transport  the  oil  for  the  use 
of  the  mining  plants  and  the  railways  in  Bolivia,  and  for  the  nitrate 
plants,  the  factories,  and  steamers  of  Chile.  The  manager  of  the 
new  company.  Mr.  Luis  Lavadenz,  stated  in  an  interview  for  the 
West  Coast  T^eader  that  a  party  of  engineers  would  begin  work  at  the 
Cordillera  property  on  Aiay  30. 
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ntlCES  OF  BAGS  ABD  TEXTILE  WASTE  IH  OEBHANT. 
[Consol  UUo  A.  Jewett,  Kehl,  May  23.] 

In  Jnne,  1915,  the  stocks  of  rags  in  Crermany  were  sequestrated 
and  they  could  not  be  used  for  textile  industries  or  other  manu- 
factures except  by  permission  of  the  Government.  Two  societies — 
called  the  War  Wool  Supply  C!o.  (Kriegs-Woll-bedarf-Aktiengesell- 
schaft)  and  the  C!ompany  for  the  Utilization  of  Textile  Waste 
(AktiengeseUschaf t  zur  Verwertung  von  Stoffabf alien — ^were  formed 
under  the  Government  for  the  purchase  and  utilization  of  rags. 
The  Government  ha^  fixed  the  maximum  prices  that  may  be  paid 
by  these  two  or^nizations  for  rags  and  textile  waste.  These  prices 
as  published  in  the  Strassburger  Correspondence  (official)  on  May 
16,  1916,  are  arranged  in  20  classes,  with  subdivisions,  the  highest 
and  the  lowest  price  in  each  class  and  subdivision  being : 


Ckssn  and  sabdlvbioos. 

Price  per 
pound. 

Classes  and  snbdlvisicDS. 

Price  per 
pound. 

A.  (<)  Old  wootai  knit  la^ 

White  and  natuial  lepbyrs 

to.  52 
.18 

.19 
.05 

.94 

.a 

.38 
.IS 

.M 
.18 

.78 
.M 

.30 
.11 

.M 
.18 

.27 
.008 

.43 
.08 

.11 
.04 

.31 
.08 

.06 

.28 
.12 

.21 
.13 

H. 
J. 

K. 

h. 
U. 

N. 

O. 

P. 

Q. 

R. 
S. 

T. 

U. 

(o)  Old  woolen  oniXorm  cloth  rags: 

Field-gray  and  gray 

Black 

10.11 
.03 

Colorad  ooarae    

(t)  NewunUonnwoolenelothrags: 
Field.gray    cuttings    and 

(b)  Old  Hut-vool  kDlt  racs: 

Black  and  mixed  colors. .. . 
(a)  Old  mrt-wool  cloth  rags: 

Separated  cloth,  worsted 

and  pilot  cloth..., 

Unseparated  cleth  rags.... 
(6)  New_pBrf-wool  cloth  rags: 

Gray  and  field-gray  cuttings 
Cloth  and  dress  goods  cut- 
tings and  waste 

■  13 

.034 
.02 

Cbtorad,  vests,  sweaters — 

White  wphyrs,  worsteds, 
ft&d  trkxits..... 

fiweetg  waste     

(fi  New  pert-wool  knit  and  woven 
waste: 

.11 
.08 

Sweater  waste: 

(«)  Oldj»rt-wool  dress  eoods  rags: 
Sorted  white  alpaca  and 
sateen 

B.  («)  OM  woolen  Ubct  rags: 

Wbite  muslin 

lit 

Colofwi,«xo4it  muslins — 
(»)  New  woolen  Tibet  rags: 

Ifusltn  ratttngn        

Unsorted  cloth  rags 

(»)  New  part  wool  dress  goods 
rags  and  waste: 

White  alpaca  cuttings 

Colored  alpaca,  luster,  hall- 

ubet,...vrr. 

.02 

Tibet  and  soft  wool  seams . . 
C.  (•)  Old  woolen  Oannel,  Ihma,  and 
•otlwool  rags: 
OiMnalwhita   

.10 

All  lusorted  woolen  and  part- 

Original  oolond 

at)  Kew  woolen  Bannel.Uama,  and 
nit  wool  rags: 

Old  cotton  tags: 

Old  wadding 

13 

Ori^nal  white 

Calico,  blue 

Original  ookn-ed 

New  cotton  rags  and  cuttings: 
White  bleached  cuttings. . . 
If  ull  and  stiffened  cause . . . 
New  cotton  woven  and  knitted 
waste: 
Coors^grade  knitted  cut- 
ting  

D.  (a)  Old  wodoi  blanket,  (riese,  and 
fait  nigs: 
White  blanket  and  trieie. . . 
Old  lelt  bats 

.11 
.02S 

0)  N«wwaolenblanket,triexe,and 
Wtrags: 

38 

Bli&at  and    friese  cnt- 
thipi 

IIIx<kI  glove  cuttings 

Cleaning  rags: 

Old  white  Ihien 

.03 

.10 

waste ~. 

Old  part- wool 

.006 

(c)  Old  part-wool  blanket,  frleie, 
aadlUtracs: 

Old  and  now  linen  lags: 

New  white 

.10 

■White.."' 

Old,  second-quality, gray.. 
Ramie  outtbigs: 

NowIctiIiImI 

023 

Cotaed 

W  Mew  pait-wool  blanket,  trlen, 
•Whlte^^. 

.13 

New  woven 

.048 

Old  and  new  silk  rags: 

New  sUk  and  h2^silk  knit- 
ted wests' 

Cotared  

E.       OId,maortad,aUqmaitie8Taga 

.18 

ewitahilng  not  mon  than~6 
per  cent  part-wocd 

Old  silk  and  ball^iik  rags. . 
Rope,  tow,  etc.: 

Old  and  new  saU   cloth. 

.03 

t.      New,  sorted  wootendoth,  wor- 
steds and  cbeviots: 

.24 

New  wosstedsaad  clwviots. 

Nets..' '.....:::::"": 

.087 

New  wool«n  cloth  without 
'wonrtad 

Old  and  new  Jute  rags: 

New,  Ught,  solt  cutttag. . . . 
Old  lute  rags  and  scrub 

.084 

0.       New  wooim  cloth  rags,  sorted: 
Dress  goods  ana  flaimel 

.015 

(eardedyams) 

Cdored  chariot  and  pilot 
dath 
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TBADE  STATISTICS  FOB  ANTUHG. 

[Consul  John  E.  Davis,  Antung,  Manchuria.] 

The  following  are  preliminary  statistics  of  the  principal  net 
imports  into  Antung  from  foreign  countries  and  Chinese  ports 
through  the  Maritime  Customs  during  the  first  three  months  of 
1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


rOBSION  COTTON  GOODS. 

Shirtings: 

Onj,    plain,    Jspanttw 

pi«c«8.. 

Whlta do.... 

ShMtlngs,  gnj,  plain,  Japa- 
nese  pieces.. 

Drills,  Japanese do 

Jeans,  Japanese do 

T-clotbs,  Japanese do 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and  mns- 

Uns,     white,    dyed,     and 

printed pieces.. 

Chintzes   and   plain    cotton 

prtatts pieces.. 

Ttirkey-red  cottons  and  dyed 

T-cloths pleoBS. . 

Dyed     drills     and     silesias 

pieces. 

FopUns,  figured do... 

Cotton  flannel,  plain,  dyed, 

and    printed,    Japanese 

pitoes. 

Fancy  woven  cottons. .yards. 
Japanese  cotton  crape,  .do. . . . 
Japanese  cotton  dotn .  .do. . . . 
Canon    blankets,    Japonese 

pieces. 

Handkerchiefs,     Japanese 

dotans. 

Towels: 

Japanese douns. 

Other  kinds do. . . . 

Cotton    yam,    Japanese 

pounds. 

Cotton    thread    in    bails 

pounds. 

Cotton  thread   on  spools 

.gross., 

WOOUN  GOODS. 

Cloth,  broad,  mediuiB,  habit, 
and  Russian .yards. 

Woolen  and  worsted  yam 
and  cord pounds. 

MISCKILANEOVS  PIECE  OOODS. 

Silk  piece  goods pounds. 

Silk  piece  goods,  mixtures 
pounds. 

FOREION    METALS. 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old 
pounds. 

Iron  and  steel  manulaetures 
pounds . 


Jan.-lfar. 

ms. 


0,000 
2,611 

Ml.  731 

(A.'iiS 

/3,U0 

250 


23> 


I,0»7 

7,247 


7» 
386,628 
3^0«ft 
305, 4S4 

a,m 

2,525 

1,075 
47,«16 

2,234,533 

9,000 

368 


2,133 


147,600 

52,300 
52,133 


Jan.-Uar. 
1916. 


5,915 
4,661 

132.220 

30,039 

39,050 

1,506 


298 

274 

1,344 

4,321 
1,309 

336 

895,904 

130,500 

10,035,341 

12,880 

3,934 

600 
48.045 

1,922,400 

5,066 

4,306 


30 
400 

18,400 
107,733 

3,733 
7,600 


Articles. 


rOKEION  SUNDRIES. 

Bags  ot  all  kinds pieces. . 

Beans  and  peas pounds.. 

BiobodeUar pounds.. 

Braid,  cotton value.. 

Candles pounds.. 

Cereals: 

Malie pounds.. 

Rice do.... 

Charcoal do 

Chinawaie,  coarse  and  fine 

value.. 

Cigarettes mille.. 

Fish: 

Dried  and  salt .  .pounds. . 

Fresh do 

Cotton  underwear,  Japanese 

dozens. . 

Fruits,  trash pounds.. 

Hair,  pig do 

Hides,  bufialo  and  oow.do 

Hosiery dozens.. 

Matches gross.. 

ICediclnos value. . 

Uflik,    condensed,    in    tins 

dozois.. 

OO: 

Engine .  American  gallons . 

Kerosene,  Japanese. .do . . 

Paper pounds . . 

Seaweed do 

SkIns(furs),UDelassed,pieces.. 
Soap: 

Bar pounds.. 

Toilet doiens.. 

Soy poonds.. 

Sugar: 

Brown do 

White do.... 

Candy do 

Timber: 

Hardwood eublclM.. 

'         Beams,  poles,  and  piles, 
softwood.. sqnare  feet.. 

Planks,  softwood. .  .do 

Tobacco pounds.. 

Umbrellas,  cotton pieces. . 

Wines,  beer,  spirits,  etc.: 

Sak^,  in  banals . .  iwunds . . 

Beorand  porter,  in 
bottles dozens. . 

Spirits  of  wine . .  .gallons. . 


Jan.-)lar. 
1915. 


,139,296 

53.066 

30,668 

35,716 

3,866 

320.866 

3,386,933 

65,200 

*656 

534 

221,466 

278,400 

6,126 
3»,400 
100,066 
50,266 
16,504 
8,883 
124,050 

616 

3,174 


107,600 

16,800 
32,518 

2,033 
20,760 
88,000 


258.400 
25,866 


34,410 

6,»« 

240,333 

166,666 


Jan.-Uar. 

1916. 


820,935 

3,733 

20,333 

$14,722 
2,400 

248,133 

6,715,466 

58,000 

11,786 
17,628 

223,600 
116,133 

47,415 
622.533 

32,133 
160,866 

15,400 

3,131 

111,570 

476 

1,730 
20,540 
83,333 

20,400 
65,317 

1,333 
28,334 


26,666 
145,600 
14,800 

306 

UB,eio 

3,063 

68,666 

800 

203,466 

2,316 
3,170 


Exports  Throngh  the  Marittme  Customs. 

The  principal  exports  of  Chinese  produce,  with  their  amounts, 
excluding  ree.xport.s.  to  foreign  countries  and  Chinese  ports  through 
the  Antung  maritime  customs  during  the  first  quarter  of  1915  and 
1916  follow: 
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Articles. 


IaD.-Uar., 

ins. 


}aii.-lfar., 
1918. 


ArtielM. 


TttL-Har., 
1918. 


TaiL-llar., 
19U. 


Boacak* pounds.. 

Bmds do 

Bcots,  animal do... 

Bckto  and  tUes... pieces. 
CotalK 

liain pounds. 

Mfflet do... 

Coel tons. 

Inn  pans pounds. . 

Iran,    manu&ctures    of, 

n.s.s. pounds. . 

00,  bean do.... 

Suashu do 

Ends,  sasamum do 

BBk: 

Bsw,  wfld,  not  fila- 
tnn .pounds.. 

Cooo(ins,wild...do 


997,333 
690,133 


118.800 

1,480,000 

30,93« 

9,066 

28,000 
20,933 
77,866 
SO,  400 


164,660 
133 


2,382,133 

1,305,066 

134,933 

20,000 

400 

60,000 

47,364 

7,600 

92,133 
60,800 
38,133 
148,266 


211,200 
148,533 


Bilk— Continued. 

Waste pounds.. 

Poiwee do.... 

SllKworms,  dried, 

pounds.. 

Timber: 

Beams,    softwood, 

.pieces.. 

Flanks,  softwood, 

».       sq.ft.. 

Foles,  softwood, 

pieces.. 

T<A)aooo,  leaf  and  stalk, 

pounds. . 

VennloeUi  and  ma«»- 

nmi pounds.. 

Yeast value.. 


268 

3,066 


6,1S8 

601,637 

8,720 

3,133 

3,866 
»I,821 


10,268 
1,733 

37,486 


14,768 

615, 8U 

10,798 


3.600 
32,152 


The  dues  and  duties  collected  by  the  maritime  customs  during 
the  first  three  months  of  1916  amounted  to  $63^46  United  States 
currency,  against  $60,879  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915. 
The  import  duties  under  foreign  flag^  during  the  1916  period 
amounted  to  $54,234,  and  the  export  duties  $7,870. 


OOYEBNlEEirT  FUBUCATIONS  FOE  SAIE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  July  1, 1916 : 

An  Inter-Laboratory  Photometric  Comparison  of  Glass  Screens 
and  of  Twngsten  Lamps,  Involving  Volar  Tests  (Standards  Bureau 
Scientific  Paper  277). — Gives  results  of  cooperative  experiments  con- 
do(4«d  as  a  result  of  an  agreement  between  the  International  Physical 
Laboratory  of  England  and  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards. 
Price,  10  cents. 

Further  Experiments  on  VolaiUization  of  Platinwn  (Standards 
Bureau  Scientific  Paper  280). — Investigations,  consisting  of  a  series 
of  d^rvations  on  the  change  in  weight  of  various  platinum  crucibles 
when  subjected  to  heating  tests.    Price,  5  cents. 

Strength  and  Other  Properties  of  Concretes  as  Affected  by  Mate- 
ritds  and  Methods  of  Preparation  ^Standards  Bureau  Technologic 
Paper  58). — ^Tabulated  and  descriptive  text,  detailing  the  scope  and 
results  of  tests  of  mortars  and  concretes  by  physicists  of  the  Bureau 
of  Standards.    Price,  35  cents. 

Manufacture  of  Nitrate  from  the  Atmosphere  (from  Smithsonian 
Beport,  1913). — Scientific  and  practical  discussion  of  processes  for 
electric  fixation  of  nitrogen,  of  particular  interest  to  ammunition  and 
fertilizer  manufacturers.    Price,  10  cents. 

Production  of  Sulphuric  Acid  and  a  Proposed  New  Method  of 
Manufacture  (Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  283). — Gives  in  a 
classined  and  tabulated  form  all  American  patents  for  the  manu- 
facture of  sulphuric  acid,  and  outlines  new  processes  and  apparatus 
which  is  predicted  will  be  economically  successful.    Price,  10  cents. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54  OOXMEBCE  BEP0BT5. 

'XABZET  JOB  STATES  IH  FBANCB. 

[Consul  General  A.  M.  Thackua,  Furls,  -Jnac  9.] 

If  the  191C  wine  crop  reaches  normal  proportions,  there  appears  to 
be  every  prospect  of  a  crisis  arising  owing  to  the  shortage  of  bands 
IB  which  to  store  the  new  wine.  ITie  American  consul  general  at 
Marseille  reports  that  stocks  of  staves  in  hand  amount  to  1,500  or 
2,000  tons,  but  that  if  a  normal  wine  crop  is  obtained,  the  quantity 
of  staves  required  in  the  Marseille  and  Cette  districts  alone  will  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  20,000  tons.  Unless  it  be  possible  to  obtain  & 
portion  of  these  from  Rusaa — which  seems  highly  problematio — 
they  will  have  to  be  bought  in  their  entirety  from  the  United  States. 

Reports  from  the  American  consul  at  Bordeaux  likewise  indicate 
a  great  scarcity  of  staves,  and  buyers  are  said  to  be  willing  to  pur- 
chase from  500,000  to  600,000  at  least  1  meter  (39.37  indies)  m  length. 
The  prices  at  which  white  oak  staves  could  be  sold  at  Bordeaux  are 
said  to  be  from  100  to  120  francs^  per  101  s4»v«s,  c.  i.  f.  Bordeaux, 
with  3  per  cent  disoonni. 

It  is  stated  tii&t  if  white  oak  staves  are  not  available  in  snffident 
quantities,  Bordeaux  buyers  will  purdiase  those  made  of  dMstnoJL 

Further  inquiries  tend  to  show  a  laige  denumd  for  the  whofe 
barrel  (Imocked  down),  provided  ocean  freight  rates  and  insurance 
can  be  obtained  at  sufficiently  low  terms. 

Demand  for  Old  Bairels — ^Ir«a  Hoeyt. 

According  to  a  prominent  Paris  wholesale  wine  dealer,  in  the 
event  of  a  satisfactory  wine  crop  the  present  price  of  barrels  in  flie 
wine  districts  of  25  francs  may  easily  rise  to  30  francs  and  over. 
The  situation  will  be  partly  met  by  the  use  of  old  barrels,  but  the 
supply  of  these  will  be  auite  inadequate,  as  is  siiown  by  the  sharp 
rise  in  their  prices.  Ola  barrels  a  year  ago  were  worth  about  10 
francs  each,  whereas  to-day  they  are  selling  freely  at  18  francs: 

The  Wine  Merchants'  Federation  of  the  Qironde  (Bordeaux)  dis- 
trict has  recently  taken  up  the  question  of  the  ^lorta^  of  barrels 
with  the  Ministries  interested,  and  has  asked  that,  if  it  proves  im- 
possible to  assist  the  manufacture  of  barrels  by  the  proviskn  of 
staves  and  hoops,  "  of  which  there  is  a  g^^eat  shortage,"  the  Minij^i  j^ 
do  everything  possible  to  place  the  stocks  of  old  barrels  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  wine  growers. 

It  is  also  reported  that  a  good  demand  exists  for  iron  hoops,  which 
before  the  war  sold  for  20  to  23  francs  per  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds), 
but  the  price  for  which  at  the  preset  time  ranges  from  70  to  76 
francs  delivered  Bordeaux. 


RESULTS  OF  FOEEIOV  TRADE  OFPORTTrHITIES. 

A  machine  company  in  New  York  State  writes  ttie  District  Ofioe 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  New  Yoife 
City  that  it  has  secured  an  order  for  cigarette-making  machines 
for  Timis;  and  tliat  the  address  of  the  firm  for  which  tfe  machines 
are  being  made  was  obtained  from  the  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity 
Column  of  Commerce  Reports. 


1  In  this  report  French  currenry  baii  not  been  conrerted  to  United  States  anoner  omUm 
to  the  hlefa  nnd  constantly  yaryint;  rate  at  exctaangc.  At  the  time  of  wrlttnc  tke  dentr  Is 
worth  G.Ol  francs,  n<!  compared  with  5.20  francs  in  times  of  peace.  American  exporters 
before  quotinj;  should  carefully  consult  the  exchange  rates  prevailing  at  the  time  of  their 
offer,  oHpeclally  If  they  quote  in  francs. 
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MASKET  FOB  LTJMBEB  IN  CUBA. 

[Vcekl;  Bulletin  of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Oommerrr.  Ottawa,  June  12; 
from  article  forwarded  by  J.  C.  Manser,  special  representatlre  of  the  NVw  Bninswick 
OOTcmment  In  Habana.] 

Cuba  imports  annually  about  600,000,000  feet  of  lumber.     This 
consists,  for  the  most  part,  of  pine,  spruce,  and  fir,  and  is  imported ' 
in  the  form  of  inch  boards,  running  from  6  to  12  inches  in  width ; 
planks  2  and  3  inches  thick  and  of  various  widths,  and  deals  sawn  to 
various  dimensions  to  conform  to  orders  received. 

The  greater  part  of  this  lumber  comes  from  the  United  States, 
principally  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ports,  but  Canada  supplies  a 
large  quantity.  A  large  part  of  this  lumber  is  brought  on  schooners, 
but  since  the  ferry  service  between  Cuba  and  Key  West  has  been  in 
operation,  considerable  lumber  from  Florida  and  Georgia  is  shipped 
by  rail.  This  liunber,  on  arrival  in  Cuba,  is  taken  direct  from  the 
docks  to  the  mill^,  where  it  is  planed  and  made  ready  for  building 
purposes.    It  is  then  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  island. 

Toe  increasing  prosperity  of  the  island  has  largely  increased  the 
demand  for  lumber  of  all  kinds,  but  lack  of  vessels  has  prevented 
the  necessary  supply  from  being  obtained,  and  consequently  has  cur- 
tailed building  operations. 

The  laborers  in  the  cane  fields,  now  that  they  are  getting  more  pay 
for  their  work,  are  not  content  to  live  in  houses  of  palm  leaves,  but 
are  constructing  more  comfortable  wooden  houses.  The  clerks  in 
the  business  houses,  many  of  whom  have  been  living  in  small,  poorly 
ventilated  rooms  in  the  crowded  parts  of  Habana,  are  now  getting 
building  lots  outside  the  city  and  constructing  houses,  mostly  of 
wood,  where  their  families  can  enjoy  the  fresh  air  and  sunshine. 
The  business  men  also  are  building  residences  in  the  suburbs,  mostly 
of  brick  or  concrete,  but  even  these  require  large  quantities  of  lumber 
fot  doors,  windows,  staging,  molds  for  concrete,  etc.  Spruce,  pine, 
fir,  hemlock,  and  cedar  would  be  suitable  for  all  building  purposes 
in  Cuba. 

Besides  this  class  of  lumber,  Cuba  imports  quantities  of  shingles, 
thousands  of  crates  for  fruit,  shooks  for  packing  cases,  stave  heads 
and  hoops  for  making  barrels,  and  large  quantities  of  broom  han- 
dles. Pine,  spruce,  and  fir  would  be  suitable  for  making  fruit  crates 
and  packing  cases.  These  are  imported  cut  in  exact  lengths  ready 
to  be  nailed  together  and  are  tied  m  bundles.  Birch,  maple,  and  ash 
would  be  suitable  for  barrel  heads,  staves,  and  hoops.  These  arrive 
tied  in  bundles,  and  when  put  together  are  used  for  packing  beer« 
Yellow  birch  and  maple  make  the  best  broom  handles. 

SPANISH  DBUS  FOFULAB  IN  HONDTTBAS. 
[Conanl  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Pnerto  Cortes,  Jane  20.] 

There  is  a  considerable  saje  of  striped  Spanish  drils  in  the  Puerto 
Cortes  district,  the  same  being  popularly  supposed  to  be  made  of 
linen.  Merchants  claim  that  it  is  impossible  to  secure  American 
goods  of  a  similar  class.  A  sample  of  the  most  popular  variety  is  for- 
warded herewith,  the  price  of  which  in  Barcelona  is  0.975  peseta  pet 
m^er  (equivalent  to  17.2  cents  a  yanl).  The  fabric  is  29|  inches 
wide. 

[The  sample  may  be  seen,  upon  req<)est.  at  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  CJommerce  or  Its  tlistiict  olHces.    Ask  for  file  No.  77876.1 
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PMCES  OF  BSTTOS  DT  OEBHANT. 

[ConsQl  Hilo  A.  Jewett,  Kebl,  May  24.] 

The  German  trade  journal  Der  Drogenhandler  recently  published 
.a  comparative  list  of  average  wholesale  prices  of  drugs  at  different 
dates.  In  the  following  table  are  the  prices  on  January  1, 1914, 1916, 
and  1916,  as  given  in  the  publication  referred  to,  and  some  prices  on 
May  15,  1916,  as  quoted  to  me  by  a  local  druggist : 


Articlei. 


A<!etone,  pure 

Acids: 

Acetic,  80% 

Boric,  pure,  cryst 

Carbolic,  crude,  20/25%. . 

Citric,  crvst 

Hydrochloric,  crude 

Oxalic,  crude,  cryst 

Sulphuric,  crude,  60' 

Tartaric,  cryst 

Agar-agar,  extra  line,  white  . 

Alum,  crude,  pulv 

Ammonium: 

Carbonate 

Chlorate,  pure,  cryst 

Starch ,  r  ice 

Beniine,  0.720/40 

Borax,  refined,  pnlverlted. . . 

Calcium  carbide 

Ounphcr,  refined 

Irish  moss,  natural 

Wax,  yellow 

Lead  carbonate: 

Pure. 


In  oil 

Basin,  rod 

Cascara  segrada,  cortex 

Bark: 

Soap  (quillfli) 

Condurango 

Dextrine,  la,  yellow 

Senna  loayes,  medliun 

Anissed  (steUatij 

Olyoarin,  pure,  28 

Omn  arable,  Cordofan,  nature!. 
Potassium: 

Chloride 

BidiTomate,  red 

Nitrate,  refilled 

Fermanganats,  cryst 

Lac,  orange 

Aqua  ammonia,  caustic,  0.910  . 

Lyeopodium,  leOned 

Sodium  hyposulphite,  nflned  . 
BoTgmidy  pltoh 

on: 

Peanut 

Fennel 

Cod  liver,  white 

Linseed,  reflned 

Olive,  fine 

Poppy. 

Fine,  German 

Rape,  reflned 

Castor,  refined 

Sesame 

Turpentine,  American 

Vaseline,  yellow 

Vaseline,  white 

FaiafBn,  white,  tablets 


ywte,  "Muntok"..., 

Black,  "  Singapore  " . . , 

Tamarind  pulp,  Calcutta. . 

Lead  acetate 


Price  per  pound. 

Jan.], 

\%]' 

Jan.l, 

May  IS, 

1914. 

1916. 

1916. 

10.18 

10.23 

10.32 

.09. 

.18 

.18 

tJ.» 

.06 

.26 

.26 

.88 

.015 

.018 

.014 

.45 

.63 

1.60 

.007 

.009 

.016 

.08 

.06 

.09 

.U 

.010 

.OU 

.018 

.27 

.33 

.81 

1.00 

.41 

.51 

1.08 

1.60 

.018 

.02 

.03 

.01 

.08 

.10 

.25 

.05 

.06 

.08 

.03 

.09 

.14 

.■2S 

.04 

.17 

.27 

.04 

.05 

.18 

.04 

.03 

.03 

.01 

.S9 

.91 

1.02 

1.94 

.04 

.08 

.14 

.30 

.35 

.38 

.43 

.07 

.06 

.09 

.OR 

.09 

.13 

.03 

.08 

.30 

.» 

.08 

.15 

.24 

.08 

.17 

.U 

.» 

.00 

.11 

.15 

.03 

.05 

.07 

.U 

.07 

.10 

.38 

.a 

.at 

.41 

.18 

.33 

.81 

.48 

.08 

.15 

.34 

.33 

.00 

.18 

.89 

.07 

.00 

.31 

.05 

.09 

.40 

.09 

.11 

.13 

.21 

.28 

.31 

.4S 

.03 

.03 

.04 

.87 

.51 

.n 

.01 

.0* 

.01 

.08 

.11 

.u 

.11 

.18 

.49 

1.70 

2.50 

2.70 

S.40 

.U 

.14 

.49 

.05 

.U 

.45 

.19 

.22 

.48 

.12 

.18 

.45 

.05 

.12 

.25 

.07 

.17 

.41 

.08 

.35 

.SO 

.11 

.17 

.48 

.07 

.20 

.89 

.48 

.03 

.15 

.» 

.37 

.06 

.18 

.38 

.a 

.08 

.11 

.27 

.« 

.23 

.34 

.48 

.m 

.16 

.23 

.37 

.80 

.04 

.09 

.18 

.08 

.09 

.13 
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Articles. 


Pike  per  pound. 

Jui.  1, 

Jan.  1, 

lULl, 

May  15. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

1916. 

to.os 

».« 

to.  19 

.07 

.10 

.12 

„, 

.09 

.12 

.18 

.18 

.17 

.18 

.12 

.15 

.17 

.14 

.15 

.17 

«0.» 

.0-5 

.06 

.00 

.03 

.04 

.08 

,.....■• 

.03 

.09 

.18 

.0$ 

.11 

.17 

.11 

.17 

.25 

.07 

.10 

.21 

.11 

.18 

.32 

.13 

.38 

.SO 

.19 

.27 

.52 

.88 

.Ot 

.13 

.18 

.» 

l.«2 

4.  SO 

8.64 

.4« 

.50 

.86 

.14 

.27 

.34 

.48 

.14 

.22 

.31 

.45 

3.7S 

S.28 

10.80 

.13 

.23 

.56 

Rooc 

Gcntttn ........... ..  ...,■«•... 

Uewice 

Step,  vhite 

Vateian 

Gtager , 

IDIk  gonr,  white 
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CI7IC  WELFASE  WO£K  IH  ST.  ETIEmTE. 

[Vice  Consul  Davis  B.  Levis,  St.  Etlenne,  France,  June  5.] 

Cooperating  with  tlie  labor  unions  in  order  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
living  for  its  ;nembers  the  municipality  of  St.  Etienne  has  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Exchange  of  Labor  (Bourse  du  Travial)  a  build- 
ing in  which  the  unions  have  installed  a  depot  to  dispense  food  prod- 
acts  to  their  members  as  nearly  at  wholesale  cost  as  possible.  A' 
saving  of  at  least  15  per  cent  has  been  effected.  Tliis  action  is  en- 
tirely apart  from  any  idea  of  cooperative  stores,  of  which  there  are 
many  in  this  district  operated  by  the  employees  of  various  large  en- 
terprises. 

City  and  departmental  officials  have  also  recently  been  in  confer- 
ence with  large  emp>loyers  of  labor  and  imion  officials  regarding  the 
comfortable  and  sanitary  housing  of  workmen  and  the  hygienic  lodg- 
ing of  the  great  influx  of  workers  brought  to  this  city  by  the  exten- 
sitm  and  increase  of  its  manufacturing  institutions.  Plans  pertain- 
ing to  this  project  that  were  about  to  become  operative  at  the  begin- 
ging  of  the  war,  having  been  held  in  abeyance,  will  now  likely  be 
carried  out.  These  measures  are  not  necessarily  the  result  of  pres- 
ent unusual  conditions,  but  are  cited  as  illustrating  the  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  industrial  workers  by  the  civic  authorities. 


Salaries  paid  by  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  Wisconsin 
increased  46  per  cent  in  total  amount  between  1909  and  1914,  accord- 
ing to  a  statement  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
Salaries  and  wages  together  increased  25.2  per  cent.  The  capital 
invested  in  manufactures  in  1914  was  $754,287,000,  compared  with 
|6a->,657,000  in  1909. 
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FBEIOHT  THAFFIC  ON  CANADIAN  BOESES. 

(Consul  Frank  C.  Donlson,  Frescott,  Ontario,  June  8.] 

During  the  month  of  May,  1916,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
delivered  through  the  port  of  Prescott,  via  the  Prescott  and  Ogdens- 
burg  Ferry,  to  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railway,  for 
transmission  to  various  United  States  points,  1^35  loaded  cars  and 
447  empties,  a  total  of  1,682  cars.  Among  the  products  carried  were 
Chinese  dyes,  crude  rubber,  pelts,  and  13  carloads  of  raw  silk.  There 
were  received  from  the  New  York  Central  Railway  during  the  same 
period  754  loaded  and  555  empty  cars,  totaling  1,309,  and  making  a 
grand  total  for  the  month  of  2,991  cars  handled  both  ways. 

During  the  corresponding  period  in  1915  there  were  delivered  to 
the  New  York  Central  Railway  621  loaded  and  478  empty  cars,  a 
total  of  1,099.  There  were  received  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, from  the  New  York  Central  Railway,  659  loaded  and  701  empty 
cars,  a  total  both  ways  of  2,459. 

During  1915  there  were  delivered  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
to  the  New  York  Central  Railway  9,191  loaded  and  4,684  empty  cars, 
and  6,012  loaded  and  8,669  empty  cars  were  received  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  a  total  of  28,556  cars  handled  both  ways  during  the 
year.  During  the  same  period  38,103  boxes  of  cheese  were  received 
from  the  New  York  Central  Railway  for  transportation  fi'om  the 
United  States.  During  1915  there  was  received  at  this  port,  by  barge 
from  the  United  States,  250,485  tons  of  bituminous  coal. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  does  not  have  direct  connection  at 
this  point  with  American  railways. 


SISTBIBTTTION  OF  AMEBICAN  COMMEBCE. 

Examples  of  the  changes  in  international  trade  that  have  been 
brought  about  by  the  war  are  presented  in  a  special  compilation  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  which  shows  the 
distribution  of  American  commerce  by  national  domains.  British 
territory  is  far  in  the  lead,  both  as  the  source  of  our  imports  and 
as  the  market  for  our  exports,  having  supplied  more  than  one-third 
of  the  former  and  having  taken  neany  one-half  of  the  latter  in  the 
calendar  year  1915. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  her  colonies  increased 
from  $572,000,000  in  1913  to  $624,000,000  in  1915,  while  exports  there- 
to rose  from  $1,120,000,000  to  $1,687,000,000.  Other  sections  of  the 
world,  as  a  rule,  show  decreased  imports  in  the  last  two  yearsj  but 
gains  in  exports  have  been  widely  distributed.  To  French  territory 
our  exports  increased  from  $160,000,000  to  $507,000,000,  and  they 
formed  14  per  cent  of  the  total  in  1915,  as  against  6J  per  cent  in 
1913.  There  were  also  large  gains  in  exports  to  nearly  all  Euro- 
pean countries  except  Germany,  Belgium,  and  Austna-Hungary. 
Exports  to  Germany  fell  from  $352,000,000  in  1913  to  $12,000,000 
last  year,  and  those  to  Belgium  from  $64,000,000  to  $23,000,000. 

Foreign  Trade  with  VarioTis  Coxintries. 

In  those  cases  where  foreign  nations  have  colonial  possessions,  our 
trade  is  largely  with  the  home  country,  except  that  we  have  a  vast 
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commerce  with  Briti^  colonies  and  buy  considerable  raw  material 
from  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  Thus  we  bought  from  Danish  colonies 
about  $300,000  worth  of  merchandise  in  1915  and  sold  to  them  a  like 
sum.  French  colonies  sold  to  us  $2,400,000  and  bought  from  us 
$7,100,000.  German  colonies  show  imports  into  the  United  States, 
$200,000;  exports  from  the  United  States,  $100,000.  In  the  case  of 
the  Portuguese  colonies,  our  imports  were  $1,700,000,  our  exports 
$3,200,000;  Italian  colonies— imports  $100,000,  exports  $200,000;  Bel- 
gian colonies — imports  $100,000,  exports  $27,000;  Japanese  colonies — 
imports  $300,000,  exports  $1,800,000;  German  colonies— imports 
$200,000,  exports  $100,000  j  Dutch  colonies— imports  $16,900,000,  ex- 
ports $7,000,000;  and  British  colonies— imports  $366,000,000,  exports 
$495,000,000. 

The  following  table  shows  our  trade  with  national  domains  during 
the  last  three  years,  the  figures  including  not  only  the  trade  with 
eacli  nation,  but  also  the  colonies  and  dependencies  under  the  juris- 
diction of  each : 
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DIEECT  PAYMENTS  BETWEEN  RUSSIA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[AmiMUsador  David  B.  Francis,  Fetrograd,  May  17 ;  summary  from  Rctcb,  May  10.] 

In  commercial  contracts  between  Russian  and  American  business 
houses  it  is  often  provided  that  payment  be  effected  through  London. 
A  drcular  has  been  issued  by  the  British  Government  requesting 
that  all  such  sums  be  transmitted  direct  to  the  United  States,  hecause 
payments  through  London  increase  the  demand  for  drafts  on  New 
York  and  decrease  the  exchange  value  of  the  pound  sterling.  The 
Bussian  Minister  of  Finance  accordingly  recommends  direct  pay- 
ments between  Russia  and  the  United  States. 
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PSOHIBrnON  OF  TBAHSFBS  OF  ITAUAH  SHIPS. 

[Consul  General  David  F.  Wilber,  Genoa,  Ua;  31.] 

La  Finanza  Italiana,  in  the  edition  of  February  5,  1916,  publishes 
a  decree  establishing  the  method  by  which  transfers  of  Italian  ves- 
sels to  foreign  flags  may  be  prohibited.    The  text  is: 

Abticle  1.  The  Minister  of  Marine  has  the  power  of  prohibiting  or  of  sus- 
pending for  the  time  In  which  the  Kingdom  will  remain  In  the  present  condition 
of  war  the  transcription  upon  the  registers  of  the  offices  of  any  harbor  master 
or  offices  at  ports  of  the  Kingdom  or  of  consular  authorities  accredited  to 
foreign  countries  of  binding  contracts  or  of  maritime  changes  which  bind  in 
any  manner  the  property  of  mercantile  vessels  flying  tlie  Italian  flag.  No  (9x>o- 
sition,  appeal,  or  recourse  is  admitted  against  tlie  decision  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine. 

Abt.  2.  In  the  case  in  which  the  minister  of  marine  Intends  to  avail  himself 
of  the  power  accorded  him  by  the  preceding  article,  he  will  Inform  the  au- 
thorities, both  maritime  and  consular,  apprising,  in  tlie  meantime,  the  owner 
of  the  ship.  The  maritime  or  consular  authorities  to  which  the  title  of 
transcription  be  presented  for  binding  contracts,  maritime  changes,  or  others 
which  may  in  any  manner  bind  the  property  of  Italian  mercantile  vessels  must, 
however,  take  charge  of  them,  making  note  of  the  date  and  hour  of  such 
presentation  In  a  special  register,  save  the  transcription  of  such  when  so 
authorized  by  the  minister  of  marine.  According  to  the  last  paragraph  of 
article  675  of  the  Code  of  Ck>mmerce,  in  the  competition  of  several  credits, 
preference  is  determined  according  to  priority  of  the  presentation  of  petition 
of  transcription. 

Abt.  3.  The  minister  of  marine  will  provide  by  special  instructions  for 
the  execution  of  the  present  decree. 

Abt.  4.  The  present  decree  will  go  into  force  on  the  day  of  its  publication 
In  the  Official  Gazette  of  the  Kingdom. 

Italian  Shipbuilding  Dnring  the  Past  Tear. 

The  same  periodical  publishes  a  list  of  vessels  and  their  tonnage, 
built  in  Italian  shipyards  as  well  as  in  foreign  shipyards  during 
the  calendar  year  1915,  with  names,  places  of  launching,  and  ton- 
nage, as  follows:  Givseppe  Verdi,  Riva  Trigoso,  Italy,  9,754;  Citta 
di  TripoUy  Ancona,  Italy,  2,950;  Oitta  di  Trieste,  Palermo,  Italy, 
4,450 ;  San  Gennaro,  England,  10,400 ;  Avsonia,  Hamburg,  Germany, 
tonnage  unknown. 

The  Giuseppe  Verdi  was  built  for  the  Transatlantica  Italiana 
Steamship  Navigation  Co.,  and  will  develop  a  speed  of  16  knots  an 
hour.  It  is  a  sister  ship  to  the  Dante  AUgJueri  of  the  same  company. 
Both  vessels  are  engaged  in  the  passenger  service  between  Italian 
ports  and  New  York. 

The  Citta  di  Tripoli  will  also  average  16  knots  an  hour^  and  was 
built  for  the  Sicilia  Steamship  Navigation  Co.  for  the  Tripolitania 
and  Cirenaica  services,  which  are  subsidized  by  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment. The  Citta  di  Trieste,  built  for  the  same  company,  will  have 
a  speed  of  14  knots  an  hour. 

The  San  Gennaro  was  launched  in  England.  It  is  528.21  feet  long 
and  will  average  18  knots  an  hour.  Tnis  vessel  was  built  for  the 
Sicula  Americana  Steamship  Navigation  Co.,  and  will  engage  in  the 
passenger  trade  between  Naples  and  New  York. 

The  Ausonia  was  built  at  Hamburg,  Grermany,  for  the  Societa 
Italiana  di  Servizi  Marittimi;  its  tonnage  and  velocity  are  not 
known.  The  vessel  was  intended  to  engage  in  the  trade  between 
Venice  and  Alexandria.  Egypt.  It  was  launched  on  October  21, 
1915,  but  has  not  been  delivered  on  account  of  the  war.    A  sister 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


COMMBBOE  BEPOBTS.  61 

stauner  called  the  Eaperia  is  now  being  built  for  the  same  company; 
at  the  ^pjard  of  Biva  Trigoso,  Italy. 

Tetsels  ia  Course  of  Constmotion. 

Vessels  in  course  of  construction  in  Italy  up  to  tlie  1st  day  of 
December  last  represent  a  gross  tonnage  of  82,482,  including  284 
tons  for  the  construction  of  a  wooden  dredge.  Among  the  steamers 
under  construction  at  that  date  was  the  DuiUo,  of  20,000  gross  tons. 
This  vessel  was  laimched  January  9,  191C,  at  tlie  sliipyards  of  Gio. 
Ansaldo  &  Co.,  at  Sestri  Ponente,  near  Genoa,  Italy.  It  is  a  sister 
ship  of  the  GiuUo  Gesare,  now  being  built  in  England  for  the  Navi- 
gazione  Crenerale  Italiana.  Three  other  ships  are  under  oraistruction 
at  Spezia,  Italy.  Their  tonnage  will  be  10,000  each.  Five  steamers 
of  5,500  gross  tons  each  are  bemg  built  at  the  shipyards  of  N.  Odero 
&  Co.  in  this  district  beside  one  of  3,000  tons  being  built  at  Cantieri 
Navali  Riuniti.  The  three  shipbuilding  companies  mentioned  have 
offices  in  Genoa. 

Among  eight  Italian  steamers  which  were  sunk  during  1915  are 
mentioned  tbe  Ancona  and  the  Citta  di  Firenze. 


SIBESIAir  mOH-OBE  BEGION. 

(Couul  John  K.  Caldwtll,  Vladivostok,  AsUtlc  Buuta,  May  12 ;  translation  from  Slblr- 

Bkaya  ZMm.] 

The  iron  deposits  in  the  basn  of  the  Biver  Telbess,  right  tributary 
of  the  River  Kondoma,  flowing  into  Tom  River  opposite  the  city 
of  Kuznetsk,  Siberia,  have  been  known  since  the  last  century,  but 
not  until  recently  was  the  re^on  surveyed.  In  1913  it  was  turned 
over  by  Crown  Land  Administration  to  the  Kuznetsk  Coal  Mine 
Jwnt-Stock  Co.,  which  undertook  a  careful  study  of  the  region  with 
the  view  of  ^tabUshing  a  large  iron  foundry  and  works. 

Prof.  P.  P.  Gudkoff  was  engaged  to  do  the  work  and  some  of  the 
results  are  already  published.  Over  10  independent  iron  deposits 
were  discovered  in  the  region.  The  main  deposit  is  situated  on  the 
ri^t  bank  of  the  Telbess  JRiver,  some  5  miles  from  its  influx  into  the 
Kondoma  Biver;  it  is  of  an  eruptive  nature  and  consists  mainly  of 
granodiorite,  quartz,  porphyrites,  and  melaphyre,  with  secondary 
strata  of  crysAalline  limestone,  hornblende,  slate,  etc.  The  normal 
sedimentary  strata  were  discovered  only  to  the  north  of  the  region, 
where  the  Telbess  iron  region  is  separated  from  the  Kuznetsk  coal 
region. 

The  volume  of  ore  uncovered  at  the  Telbess  deposit  proper  amounts 
to  3,611,412  tons  of  58  per  cent  ore  and  3,069,700  tons  of  poorer  ore ; 
and  at  the  so-called  Temir-Tau  deposit  to  7,222,824  tons  of  54  per 
cent  ore  and  1,305,706  t<His  of  poorer  ore.  Studies  of  other  deposits 
of  the  region  in  1915  indicate  that  the  total  deposit  amounts  to 
27,087,396  tons  of  ore. 

The  quantity  of  gypsum  quarried  in  the  United  States  in  1915  was 
2,447,611  short  tons,  valuea  at  $6,596,893,  about  1  per  cent  less  in 
quantity  than  that  in  1914,  and  a  decrease  in  value  of  about  4  per 
cent.  The  United  States  Geological  Survey  i-eports  that  there  were 
77  active  mines  or  quarries  and  69  plants. 
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PBOFOSALS  FOB  QOVEBHHEirr  SUPPLIES  AHS  CONSTBUCnOIT. 

[Correspondence  sboold  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifleatlona  can  osnally 
be  obtained  at  tbe  polnta  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  snbmlt  tenders,  they 
should  ask  to  t>e  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
fatnre  sapplles  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction,  No.  3419. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  11,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  United  States  post 
office  at  Burlington,  N.  C.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained 
from  the  custodian  of  site  at  Burlington,  N.  C,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

SubHstencc  tuppUea,  No.  3420. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  115  East  Ontario  Street, 
Chi^go,  111. ;  at  the  office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  or  at  the  office  of  tlie  Depot  Quartermaster,  United 
States  Army,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  until  July  7,  1916,  for  furnishing  bacon,  corned 
beef,  fresh  beef,  and  corned  beef  hash. 

Construction,  No.  3421. — Sealed  proposals  will  t>e  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  16,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  United  States  post 
office  at  Newark,  Ohio.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained, 
after  July  15,  1916,  from  the  custodian  of  site  at  Newark,  Ohio,  or  at  the 
nlwve-named  office. 

Portland  cement.  No.  3422. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Room  415  Customhouse,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  until  July 
15,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Ravenna,  Ky.,  about  2,500  barrels 
of  American  Portland  cement,  in  canvas  sacks.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  from  the  above-named  office. 

Lease  of  lighthouse  reservation.  No.  3423. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
by  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  leasing  the  Bloody  Point 
Lighthouse  Reservation,  consisting  of  5  acres  and  good  dwelling  boose, 
ou  Daufuskie  Island,  Beaufort  County,  S.  O.  Further  information  may  be 
obtained  from  the  above-named  officer. 

Dredge,  No.  3424. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Tarda 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  12,  1916, 
for  a  gravity  swing,  1  ton,  bucket  dredge,  for  the  navy  yard.  Mare  Island, 
Cal.  Plans  and  specification  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Tards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Construction,  No.  3425. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  28,  1916,  for  the  extension,  remodeling,  etc.,  of  the  United  States 
post  office  and  customhouse  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Drawings  and  specifica- 
tions may  be  obtained  after  July  15,  1916,  from  the  custodian  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Lard,  No.  3426. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Depot 
Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  115  E.  Ontario  St.,  Chicago,  111.,  at  the  office 
of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Kansas  Cltyf  Mo.,  or  the  office  of 
the  depot  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  until  July  7,  1916,  for 
furnishing  20,000  pounds  of  lard. 

Radio  mast,  No.  3427. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  July  22,  1916, 
for  one  wooden  radio  mast,  at  the  naval  radio  station.  North  Head,  Wash. 
Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  t  Bremerton, 
Wash. 

Subsistence  supplies.  No.  3428. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  115  B.  Ontario  St,  Chicago,  111., 
at  the  office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  or 
at  the  office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  until 
July  11,  1916,  for  furnishing  bacon,  corned  beef,  fresh  beef,  and  corned- 
beef  hash. 

Repair,  etc.,  of  vessel.  No.  3429. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  until  July  14,  1916,  for  docking, 
painting  bottom,  and  repairing  lighthouse  tender  Iris.  Further  Information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  officer. 
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Con*trucUon,  Xo.  3430. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelred  at  the  Office  of  Indian 
Affairs,  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C,  TintU  July  28,  1916, 
tor  famishing  materials  and  labor  for  the  constmctloD  of  a  combination 
stone  day  school  and  quarters  buUding,  at  Camp  Verde,  Axiz.  Plana 
q)Cciflcatlons,  and  instructions  to  bidders  may  be  examined  at  the  United 
States  Indian  warehouses  at  Chicago,  111.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, CaL,  and  tbe  builders'  exchange,  St  Paul,  Minn.,  and  at  the  office  of 
tlie  superintendent  of  the  Camp  Verde  Indian  School,  Camp  Verde,  Ariz. 


AMERICAN  COVSnXAB  OFFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  aire  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  sAiould  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

P«#t 

Explra- 
tieaot 
Teour. 

Addrta. 

WakdMd.B.  A 

Port  EUnbetb,  South 

AHea. 

Kob«,JmB 

CmMao.  Dutch  West 

Indie. 

July    8 

Anc.  U 

July     7 

...do 

Department  o(  State,  Washlngtoa,  D.C. 

W«rt,GM>XBN....            .  . 

Do. 

Ton  StroT^  H.  C 

420O  Avenue  B,  Austin,  Tex. 

vimhlp  North 

«««"n^  B  w 

Ootebwg,  Swedm 

Patns,  weeer 

St.  Jotan,  Nmr  Brm*- 

wlck. 
HiiddMJfleld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 

July  14 
Aug.  10 
Jnly    7 

Rolimd,  Iowa 

CMk*,A.b 

121  West  Cbsiiotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 

CWrcr.HanrS 

VfaMlaDd,  N.  J. 

Hik.F.  D 

Lunenburg,  Vt 

niur,  R«di> 

Aug.    5 
Sept.    1 

Albany,  (Seg. 
CarroUton,  Ky. 

Qlbraltar,  Pa. 

XacKnon,  Wnthin  W 

Bdtac,  Bany  Q 

EMISSION  OF  BONDS  IN  FBANCE. 

[Consul  General  A.  U.  Thackara,  Paris.  Juno  14.1 

By  a  law  dated  May  31.  1916j  published  in  the  Journal  Officiel  of 
June.l,  1916,  the  French  Government  prohilsts  the  emission,  exhibi- 
tioD,  sale,  or  introduction  on  the  French  market  of  foreign  govern- 
ment rentes,  or  loans  and  other  public  securities  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, and  of  bonds  or  securities  of  any  nature  of  cities,  corporations, 
or  companies,  whether  French  or  foreign.  This  prohibition  is  to 
take  effect  trom  the  date  of  the  law  and  until  a  date  to  be  fixed  by 
decree  of  the  Ministerial  Council  after  the  conclusion  of  hostilities. 
Curtain  exceptions  may,  however,  be  made  by  an  order  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Finance. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Forei8:n  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vew  Tork,  Koom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Bostoa,  eighteenth  Hoor 
TTalted  States  Castomliouse;  Clilcago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Iiouis,  402  Third 
latloiutl  Bask  BuUdlnt;;  Atlanta,  521  ?ost  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  102Q 
nbemJa  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  S06  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
8tt  Henry  Building,  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
aeree;  Claeiaiiatl,  Chamber  of  Coauneroe;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  K.  0.  A  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  Ctnoluaatt;  los  Angreles,  Cliaml>er  of  Comneree;  Detroit,  Board  of  C»m- 
aerce;  BUladelphia,  Chaml>er  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Chattaaooga,  Tenn. 
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FOBEIOK  TRADE  OPFOBTUinTIES. 

Beeenred  addresses  may  he  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  and  ita  dlatrlot  o'fllees.  B«qn««t 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  .1  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportunity  nnatber. 
The  Bureaa  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslbilltr  as  to  tbe  standing  of 
foreign  inquirers ;  tbe  nsual  precaotions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Leather  legging*.  No.  21720. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  North  Africa 
reports  that  a  merchant  Is  In  the  market  for  leather  leggings.  B«qaire- 
inents,  about  1,000  pair  a  year.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

School  furniture  and  supplies,  No.  21721. — A  Government  official  in  Brazil  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  obtain,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, descriptive  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  school  furniture  and  school 
supplies  of  all  kinds,  except  books.  Communication  with  publishers  in  a 
position  to  offer  new  methods  of  teaching  Knglish,  French,  and  German, 
adapted  to  Portuguese  students,  is  also  desired.  CSorrespondence  should  be 
in  Portuguese. 

Sole  leather,  No.  21722. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark  reports  that 
a  man  in  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  sole  leather.  The  exclusive  agency 
for  an  American  firm  is  desired. 

Toilet  articles,  etc.,  Na  21723. — A  man  in  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.  (Corre- 
spondence and  literature  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Motor  street  sweepers.  No.  21724. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kingdom  writes  that  a  municipality  contemplates  the  purchase  of  a  vacuum 
motor  road  sweeper,  about  60  horsepower,  driving  a  brush  7  feet  6  Inches  in 
length  and  4  feet  in  diameter.  Additional  machines  will  probably  be  pur- 
chased later. 

Hardware,  No.  21725. — A  firm  in  the  Orient  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  wishes  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  brass 
and  iron  hardware. 

Osier,  rattan,  seeds,  etc.,  Na.  21726. — ^A  flower  merchant  and  manufacturer  of 
wicker  goods  In  Greece  requests  an  American  consular  officer  to  furnish  him 
with  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  exporters  of  osier,  rattan,  seeds 
and  bulbs  for  flowers,  and  flower  vases.  Illustrated  catalogues  and  price 
lists  should  be  sent. 

Glassware  and  lantern  globes,  No.  21727. — An  American  consular  officer  hi 
Canada  reports  that  a  manufacturers'  agent  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  colored  lantern  globes  and  glassware. 

Machinery,  No.  21728. — An  American  consular  officer  in  an  insular  possession 
of  a  foreign  country  reports  that  a  man  contemplates  the  construction  of  a 
starch  factory  and  wishes  to  receive  proposals  for  the  requisite  machinery 
and  equipment. 

Fishing  nets  and  lines.  No.  21729. — ^A  possible  market  for  American  fishing  nets 
and  lines  in  Norway  is  reported  by  an  American  consular  officer  in  that 
country.  The  articles  particularly  in  demand  are  cotton  nets,  hemp  twine, 
fishing  nets  and  lines  made  of  hemp  twine,  and  rope  made  of  Russian 
hemp,  or  manila  rope.  A  list  of  dealers  and  others  interested  In  tbe  pur- 
chase of  these  articles  may  I>e  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  or  its  district 
offices. 

Paper,  jewelry,  paints,  etc..  No.  21730. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  China 
reports  that  a  firm  desires  to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of 
imitation  gold  rings;  gold-filled  watch  chains;  printing  and  colored  papers; 
glazed  papers;  dry  paints;  cheap  oil  paints;  cheap  cigars  (attractive 
make-up  very  Important);  rubber  rings  for  soda-water  bottles;  essences 
for  the  manufacture  of  lemonade,  etc. ;  cigarette  holders  (ambroid) ;  pris- 
matic field  glasses;  false  teeth,  good  and  cheap  qualities;  and  clocks  and 
watches  of  all  descriptions. 

Paraffin,  No.  21731.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  informs  the  Bureau  that  its 
agent  In  France  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  exporters  of  paraffin. 

WASHINGTON  :  OOTBRKHBMT  PBIKTmO  OITICI :  1M« 
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CHANGES  nr  BBITISH  lUPOBT  FBOHIBITIONS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  July  5.] 

Under  Notification  No.  -4  a  general  license  has  been  issued  allowin 
the  unrestricted  importation  of  all  kinds  of  acetic  acid,  brass  an 
wood  screws,  cotton  duck  for  belting  weighing  18  ounces  and  upward 
per  square  yard,  dates,  Italian  pumice  stone  and  powder,  wooden 
pulleys,  and  tool  handles  of  any  wood  of  Canadian  origin.  The 
l^neral  license  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  June  28,  1916)  admit- 
ting tool  handles  of  all  woods  now  covers  only  tool  handles  of  ash 
and  hickory. 

BBinSH  FBOmBinOHS  OF  EXFOBTATION. 

[Tclcsram  from  American  Consul  General,  IJondon,  July  5.] 

Changes  are  made  in  prohibitions  of  exportation  to  all  nonallied 
countries  in  Europe  as  follows:  The  former  item  "  Meat  of  all  kinds 
(except  poultry  and  game),  not  including  beef  and  mutton,  fresh  or 
refrigerated  "  is  replaced  by  "  Fresh  or  refrigerated  meat  of  all  kinds, 
not  including  beef  and  mutton,  poultry  and  game;"  the  item  "  Eesins 
and  resinous  substances,  except  such  as  contain  caoutchouc  "  is  replaced 
by  the  new  item  "  Resins,  resinous  substances,  excepting  such  con- 
taining caoutchouc,  and  articles  containing  resins  and  resinous  siib- 
Btances."  New  items  are  added  as  follows:  Bamboo,  feather.'!  and 
down,  feldspar,  tobacco. 

Reimet  powder,  extract,  and  other  preparations  of  rennet  arc  under 
prohibition  to  all  destinations. 


Tables  of  the  exports  of  woolen  yam  from  Germany  and  from 
France,  by  countries,  for  the  calender  year  1913,  showing  botli 
quantities  and  values,  have  been  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  They  will  be  loaned  on  application  ad- 
dressed to  the  Bureau,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

«»«'-16  65 
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FBOFOSED  TASOT  BEVISIOIT  IS  AB&EimHA. 
[Cablegram  from  American  Ambassador,  Baenoa  Aires,  July  3.] 

On  June  30  there  was  signed  by  the  president  a  decree  prepared  in 
the  Ministry  of  Finance  creating  a  commission  on  the  revision  of  the 
present  tflriff  system.  Before  considering  separately  modifications 
of  the  existing  rates  on  particular  articles  the  commission  will  give 
15  days'  notice  and  will  require  the  resubmission  of  all  represen- 
tations heretofore  made.  It  is  suggested  that  interested  American 
exporters  forward  at  once  briefs  of  their  cases. 

[Memoranda  regarding  reductions  on  particular  products  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
for  transmission  to  the  State  Department.] 


CANADIAN  COHHISSIONEB  ADVISES  EZFOBTEBS. 

[Consul  Ednrard  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Branswicic,  June  24.] 

The  acting  Trade  Commissioner  of  Canada  in  Buenos  Aires,  in 
the  Weekly  Bulletin  of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and 
Commerce,  issue  of  June  19,  1916,  gives  advice  from  which  sugges- 
tions have  been  drawn  to  apply  to  exporters  who  want  to  increase 
the  attractiveness  of  their  products  in  foreign  countries.  Points 
emphasized  are : 

Goods  should  bear  the  mark  of  the  country  of  origin,  and  the  lettering  and 
spelling  should  show  clearly  that  the  exporter  put  the  label  on  before 
shipment. 

Goods,  especially  those  for  Latin-American  countries,  should  bear  labels  In 
two  or  more  colors,  with  nnme  of  the  soods  clearly  set  forth  and.  If  possible, 
a  small  but  attractive  nnd  characteristic  illustration  accompanying  this  name. 

Labels  should  be  prluteil  correctly  in  the  language  both  of  the  exporting  and 
the  importing  country,  and  the  foreign  words  should  be  properly  chosen,  both 
correct  and  Idiomatic  terms  being  desirable. 

As  an  Important  element,  the  trade-mark  should  be  rcgistere<l  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  prevent  the  use  by  others  of  a  well-designed  Jobel. 


SLABITIME  NOTES  FBOII  VENEZTJELA. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Gualra,  June  19.] 

The  third  increase  in  freight  rates  since  the  beginning  of  the  war 
has  been  announced  by  the  Red  "  D "  Line  of  steamships.  After 
July  1,  191G,  the  rates"  on  the  principal  articles  expoi-ted  from  La 
Guaira  and  Puerto  Cabello  to  New  York  will  be  as  follows,  per 
1,000  kilos  (2,204  pounds):  Coffee,  $8.50;  cocoa,  $9.50;  sugar  in 
.sacks,  $8.50;  and  skins  in  baleSj  $16.50.  The  rates  on  dry  hides  will 
be  22  cents  each,  and  green  hides,  35  cents  each.  These  rates  are 
plus  a  5  per  cent  surcharge  and  4  cents  per  100  Irilos  wharf  dues. 

The  American  steamship  Alpha,  of  297  net  tons,  has  been  sold  to 
Venezuelan  owners  and  is  now  at  Carenero  completing  some  slight 
repairs.  "WTien  ready  the  vessel  will  be  placed  on  the  run  between 
Carenero  and  La  Guaira,  duplicating  the  service  now  maintained  by 
the  steamer  Ossun. 

The  Venezuelan  steamer  Condor,  of  180  tons,  has  been  placed  on  a 
run  between  Macuro  and  Puerto  Cabello,  touching  at  La  Guaira 
and  other  points  on  the  coast.  As  several  of  these  points  are  not 
now  visited  by  steam  vessels,  the  new  service  should  prove  of  great 
assistance. 
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GBdWTH  OF  FRUIT  DmXJSTBY  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

[BritUli  and  SooUi  African  Export  Gaiette.] 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  developments  in  the  industrial  histoiy 
of  South  Africa  has  been  the  growth  of  the  fruit  industry,  and  par- 
ticularly the  citrus- fruit  industry,  during  recent  years.  Indeed,  the 
Union  Trades  Commissioner  has  not  hesitated  since  his  return  from 
the  other  side  to  declare  his  belief  that  California  will  be  outrivaled 
within  the  next  few  years,  and  that  great  fortunes  will  be  made  in 
orange  growing. 

FBOSPEBOUS  LAMP  FACTORIES  m  THE  NETHERLANDS. 

A  publication  recently  issued  by  the  N.  V.  Philips  Gloeilampen 
:Fabrieken  of  Eindhoven,  the  Netherlands,  giving  the  history  of  its 
plant  and  elaborately  illustrated  descriptive  material  relating  to  its 
present  equipment,  has  been  forwarded  from  The  Hague  by  Ameri- 
can Commercial  Attache  Erwin  W.  Thompson.  It  is  explained  by 
Mr.  Thompson  that  before  the  war  most  of  the  electric  lamps  used 
in  the  Netherlands  were  imported  but  that  since  the  war  started  this 
importation  has  almost  stopped,  and  that  there  has  been  a  rapid  de- 
velopment of  the  few  factories  in  the  country  that  were  able  to 
produce  incandescent  lamps.  The  Philips  corporation  is  among 
those  that  liave  shared  in  the  prosperity.  The  copy  received  may  be 
inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  1546. 


SHORTAGE  OF  DRESS  ACCESSORIES  IN  HONOKONQ. 

[Vice  Congoi  A.  E.  Carleton,  Ilongkong,  British  CblDa,  May  9.] 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  for  women  in  Hongkong 
to  obtain  many  of  the  ordinary  dress  accessories.  Formerly  these 
lalicles  were  supplied  in  the  main  by  Great  Britain  and  France,  with 
not  unimportant  shipments  from  Switzerland,  but  at  present  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  steady  deliveries  from  any  of  the  coun- 
tries named.  The  participation  of  the  United  States  in  this  trade 
in  the  past  has  been  relatively  small ;  and,  although  more  extensive 
purchases  are  now  being  made  in  America,  it  is  thought  that  present 
imports  could  be  increased  to  a  considerable  extent  if  the  American 
products  were  more  generally  knoAvn  and  appreciated. 

Among  the  articles  reported  as  particularly  in  demand  in  Hong- 
kong are  small  brass  safety  pins  (gold  finish),  small  bronze  hairpins 
(known  as  fringe  pins),  washable  ribbons  for  lingerie,  white  wash- 
able veils,  underve^s  in  thin  Indian  gauze  or  cotton  rib,  dainty  inex- 
pensive novelties  such  as  belts  (not  leather),  washable  neckware,  hat 
frames,  buttons,  fancy  ribbons,  and  the  like.  AVomen  find  some 
difficulty  in  obtaining  boots  and  shoes,  and  during  the  past  season 
it  was  impossible  to  obtain  in  Hongkong  high  cloth-top  boots.  One 
or  two  local  shoemakers  were  able  to  produce  these  boots  from 
samples,  but  the  results  were  not  by  any  means  satisfactory.  Chil- 
dren's shoes  and  sandals,  hats  and  other  headgear,  and  rhildren's 
silk  socks  are  likewise  hard  to  obtain  in  Hongkong  stores. 

[A  list  of  Hongkong  retailers  and  wholesale  Importers  may  be  had  upon  ai> 
plication  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cktmmerce  or  Its  district 
offices.    Ask  for  file  No.  77489.] 
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MACHIlfE-lEADE  LACE  IlfDTJSTBY  OF  CALAIS. 


[Consul  James  B.  Milner,  Calais,  Franc«,  June  16.] 

The  maclune-made  lace  industry  in  the  city  of  Calais,  notwith- 
standing the  European  war,  has  been  proceeding  well  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. The  greatest  difficulty  is  the  loss  of  so  many  of  the 
twist  hands,  who  are  at  the  front.  Older  men  and  boys  have  been 
employed  to  fill  the  vacancies.  The  industry  employs  many  women 
and  girls,  but  the  looms  are  always  operated  by  men.  The  occupa- 
tion of  Caudry  (which  was  an  important  producer  of  lace)  by  the 
German  forces  has  increased  the  demand  for  Calais  laces. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  invoiced  for  the  United 
States  at  the  Calais  consulate  during  the  three  months  ended  March, 
1916: 


Articles, 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

»75 

913,787 
107,090 
10,936 
13,956 

467 

285 

16,936 

678 

Nettings: 

Tinsnl           .                 ,        ■ 

L&C6S: 

$133 

SUk 

Veils: 

Silk 

244 

Tinsel 

Silk  and  cotton 

1,088 
.544 

Nets: 

Total 

silk 

1,072,199 

Silk  and  cotton 

Tinsel 

NEW  SHIPS  FOB  lUMBEB  XBASE. 

[Panama  Canal  Becord,  June  21.] 

Two  new  ships  of  the  American-Hawaiian  Line,  designed  espe- 
cially for  the  lumber  trade,  have  recently  made  their  maiden  voyages 
through  the  Panama  Canal.  Both  are  engaged  at  present  in  carrying 
nitrates  from  Chilean  ports  to  the  United  States;  their  diversion  to 
this  trade,  however,  is  regarded  as  temporary  on  account  of  the  high 
freights  prevailing  on  nitrates. 

The  ships  (the  Artisan  and  the  Arboreom)  are  similar  in  construc- 
tion to  the  type  known  as  the  "  west  coast  lumber  schooner,"  but  their 
size  is  unusual  for  this  type.  Each  is  389^  feet  in  length  by  54^  feet 
beam,  with  a  deptli  of  32^  feet,  and  is  registered  at  5,.550  tons  gross. 
The  essential  feature  in  construction  for  the  lumber  trade  was  the 
placing  of  the  engines  and  most  of  the  housing  well  aft,  leaving  a 
long,  broad  deck  clear,  except  for  the  masts,  for  the  loading  of  lum- 
ber. Each  ship  can  carry  approximately  2,500,000  feet  of  lumber 
on  deck  and  about  an  equal  quantity  in  the  hold. 


BEFOBTS  DISCOVEBT  OF  HAKTGANESE  DEPOSIT. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Stnrrctt,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  Canada,  June  14.] 

A  local  prospector  has  recorded  three  claims  in  the  section  south 
of  Lower  Shebandowan  Lake,  District  of  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario, 
on  which  he  claims  the  largest  deposit  of  manganese  in  the  Domin- 
ion is  located.  An  outcrop  of  this  mineral  on  the  property,  he  says, 
is  50  feet  high  and  nearly  half  a  mile  long.  It  should  be  stated, 
however,  that  as  yet  the  result  of  the  assay  is  unknown,  and  that 
the  value  of  the  discovery  must  be  determined  by  an  analy^  of  the 
sample  ores  and  an  engineering  survey  of  the  property. 
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The  exports  of  crude  rubber  to  the  United  States  from  Para, 
Manaos,  and  Itacoatiara,  Brazil,  for  the  month  of  May,  1916, 
amounted  to  5,693,929  pounds  and  to  Europe  1,403,549  pounds.  The 
exports  from  Iquitos,  iPeru,  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  190,293 
pounds  and  to  Europe  27,055  pounds.  The  following  table  shows 
the  several  grades  of  rubber  shipped  during  the  month : 


Item. 

To  United 
States. 

To 
Europe. 

Item. 

To  United 
States. 

To 
Europe. 

rnm  Fan,  Btaia-. 

Fin 

Foundt. 
1,«61.MI 

128,S39 
1,008,040 

788,701 

Poundi. 

283,304 
34,755 
47,302 

444,846 

From  Itacostlaia,  Brazil: 

Fine 

Pound*. 

Pound*. 
0,687 

Medhim 

Medium 

roaise 

Coarse 

4,620 

Cuicbo 

Caucbo  

5,623 

Total 

To«al 

3,645,721 

810,207 

16,930 

From  Iquitos,  Peru: 

Fine. 

FroiD  Uanaos,  Brazil: 

Fins.                   

885,375 
177,497 
428,401 
5M,a35 

47,732 
«4,4«9 
37,427 
426,754 

14,101 

4,561 

Uedlam 

Uedlum 

Coirw        

Coarse 

9,741 
166,448 

1,238 

Cauctio                   

Caudio 

21,236 

Total 

Total 

2,048,208 

678,413 

100,293 

27,055 

CULTIVATION  OF  SILEWOBM  IN  WEST  INDIES. 

A  possible  new  industry  for  the  island  of  Trinidad  is  suggested  in 
!in  article  quoted  from  the  Bulletin  of  the  Imperial  Institute  by  the 
Textile  Mercury  of  Manchester,  England.  It  is  that  of  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  silkworm.  It  is  stated  that  a  recent  examination  of  Trini- 
dad silk  at  the  Imperial  Institute  proved  satisfactory,  and  that  as  a 
result  of  the  various  experiments  that  have  been  carried  out  it  seems 
possible  that  silkworms  can  be  succes-sfully  reared  in  the  island.  It 
mi^t  be  feasible,  therefore,  to  establish  silk  culture  as  a  village 
industry,  which  could  be  carried  on  chiefly  by  the  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  thus  increase  the  resources  of  the  colony  without  withdraw- 
ing labor  from  other  occupations. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  attention  in  Trinidad  should  first  be  directed 
to  the  mulberry  sUkworm  and  the  Eri  silkworm.  The  respective  food 
plants  of  these  varieties  grow  well  in  the  island  and  could  readily  be 
planted  in  any  desired  quantity. 


on.  UILLINO  IN  SOUTHEBN  BHODESIA. 

The  eyes  of  farmers  in  every  part  of  South  Africa  are  turned  to 
the  experimental  oil  factory  established  at  Salisbury,  according 
to  the  British  and  South  African  Export  Gazette  for  June.  After 
being  in  operation  for  an  entire  year,  it  is  now  possible  to  judge  re- 
salts,  and  these,  the  Gazette  says,  appear  exceedingly  satisfactory, 
rendering  it  clear  that  there  is  a  real  commercial  future  for  many 
similar  enterprises,  either  official  or  run  by  farmers'  associations. 

The  prime  purpose  when  starting  was  the  production  of  various 
kinds  of  commercial  oil,  with  oil  cake  and  other  by-products  as  side 
lines,  and  already  it  has  been  found  that  the  manufacture  of  soaps  is 
likely  to  prove  a  profitable  branch. 
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FEBTIUZEB  IlfDTJSTBY  OF  THE  TTSTTED  STATB3. 

The  quinquennial  census  of  American  manufacturing  industries, 
taken  in  1914,  has  revealed  in  some  cases  notable  advances  in  pro- 
duction as  compared  with  the  output  of  1909.  Few  industries,  how- 
ever, can  equal  in  this  respect  the  manufacture  of  fertilizers.  In  the 
course  of  five  years  it  has  increased  its  output  in  quantity  by  49.8 
per  cent;  in  value,  by  50.5  per  cent.  The  number  of  establishments 
primarily  devoted  to  this  branch  has  grown  from  550  in  1909  to  784 
in  1914. 

A  preliminary  summary  of  the  data  collected  in  this  latest  census 
of  the  American  fertilizer  industry  has  been  prepared  in  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census.    The  most  important  results  are  tabulated  as  follows : 


Materials  or  prodacts 


PEINCIPAL    MATEBI- 
AL3  MED. 

Ammoniates: 

Tons , 

Cost 

Cot  t onseed 
meal- 
Tons 

Cost 

Tankage  and 
ammoniates 
not  eL«ewhero 
specified— 

Tons 

Cost 

Fish- 
Tons 

Cost 

AmmoDium  sul- 
phate: 

Tons , 

Cost 

fyanamid  or  lime 
nitjogen: 

Tons 

Cost 

Nitrate  of  soda: 
For   mixed  (er- 
tiliicrs— 

Tons 

Cost 

For  acid  roanu- 
tacture— 

Tons 

Cost 

Piiosphate  rock: 

Tons 

Cost 

nono  -raw,  ground, 
steamed,  and  bone 
di-card: 

Tons 

Cost 

Pyrites: 

Tons 

Cost 

Sulphur: 

Tons 

Cost 

Basic  slag  or  Thomas 
phosphate  powder: 

Tona 

Cost 

Guano: 

Tons 

Cost 

Kalnit: 

Tons 

Cost 


1909 


1,018.555 
$19,097,415 


84?, 557 
117,200,611 


242,145 
13,066,613 


65.590 
13,732,016 


(«) 
(•) 


89,546 
»3, 910, 320 


1,-549.497 
18, 828,  Ml 


(°) 
(•) 

457,507 
{2,843,543 

4,230 
168,924 


347,104 
t3, 006,183 


1914 


1,463,278 
131,662,516 


325,234 

18,419,383 


887,934 
f20,131,141 

250,110 
13, 111,991 


149,924 
$9,015,163 


25,911 
$1,176,119 


147,150 
$6,807,228 


13,134 
$704,581 

2,080,981 
$11,222,992 


148,191 
$3,410,545 

613,842 
$3,690,235 

2,041 
$12,716 


16,190 
$144,213 

120,128 
$445,416 

448,885 
$3,939,263 


Uaterials  or  prod  acts. 


rniNciru.  matebi- 
ALS  USED— contd. 

Potash  salts: 

Tons , 

Cost 

Muriate  of  pot- 
ash- 
Tons 

Cost 

Stdphate  of  potash- 
Tons , 

Cost , 

Double     manure 
salts- 
Tons 

Cost 

Other  potash  salts- 
Tons 

Cost 

Sulpburfc  acid,  total 
consumption 
(amount  pur- 
chased and  amount 
made  and  con- 
sumed, reduced  to 
50°  DaumCO,  tons.. 
Superphosphates  or 
acid  phospliatos, 
total  consumption 
(amount  pur- 
chosed  and  amount 
made  and  con- 
sumed), tons 


1909 


269,974 
$7,708,544 


(•) 

(•) 
W 


l,462,in 


2,372,075 


1914 


»  529, 073 
$12,774,  U3 


177,372 
$6,497,364 

39,232 
$1,6S4.9I» 


108,580 
$1,740,241 

187,359 
$2,399,277 


1,973.054 


3,7S5,4>S 


PS0DUCT3. 

Total  value 

Fertilizeis: 

Tons 

Value 

Complete  lertiliz- 
ers— 

Tons 

Value 

Ammoniated  fer- 
tUlzers— 

Tons 

Value 

Superphosphates 
and  concen- 
trated phos- 
}>bate  lertil- 
MIS — 

Tons 

Value 

Other  fertHliMS— 

Tons 

Value.... 


Other  products,valae     $11,781,510 


C$111, 871, 481 


5,018,234 
$100,089,971 


3,001,370 
$63,104,917 

522,389 
$11,004,390 


1,494,007 
$10^458,344 

600,378 
$9,522,320 


<  $168,388,405 


8,414,950 

$152,815,786 


4,488,565 
$97,040,825 

1,116,739 
$24,344,271 


1,760,200 
$16,145,650 

1,049,365 
$15,379,081 

$15,672,610 


«  Figurea  not  STaOable. 

6  Includes  17,430  tons,  value  $452,233,  not  distributed  by  kind. 

c  Includes  (ertlliier  product,  valued  at  $15,192,253  In  1914  and  $7,911,268  in  1900,  msdebrestablishmMrtt 
engaged  primarily  In  the  manufacture  of  other  commodities. 
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Vitrogea  Plays  Xore  Important  S41e. 

The  aboTe  table  shows  in  a  striking  manner  the  present  trend  of 
the  fertilizer  movement.  Nitrogen  plays  relatively  a  much  more  im- 
portant role  than  was  the  case  a  decade  ago.  During  the  five  years  in 
question  the  consumption  of  Chile  saltpeter,  or  sodium  nitrate,  has 
increased  81  per  cent.  The  consumption  of  ammonium  sulphate  in- 
creased 128  per  cent,  and  this  enlarged  demand  was  met  almost  en- 
tirely by  the  rapidly  expanding  output  of  the  domestic  by-product 
coke  ovens.  Cyanamid  manufactured  on  this  continent  thus  far  only 
at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  has  become  a  distinct  factor,  and  its  use  is 
steadily  growing. 

The  consuxaption  of  potash  in  the  form  of  the  mineral  kainite  in- 
creased 29  per  cent.  In  the  use  of  more  concentrated  forms,  especially 
the  muriate,  the  increase  Tvas  06  per  cent.  In  contrast  with  these 
figures  stands  the  increase  in  the  consumption  of  raw  phosphate — 
U  per  cent.  The  amount  of  basic  slag  employed  in  the  fertifizer  in- 
dustry, 16,190  tons,  is  much  below  what  would  naturally  be  expected 
in  a  country  possessing  such  highly  developed  iron  and  steel  in- 
dustries. 

In  general  the  movement  toward  a  more  scientifically  balanced 
ration  for  the  country's  crops  is  most  pronounced.  The  consumption 
of  fertilizers  should,  however,  be  increased  manyfold.  American 
farmers  still  harvest  from  their  fields,  after  the  same  expenditure  of 
labor,  crops  of  cereals,  potatoes,  roots,  etc.,  less  than  one-half  in 
amoimt  or  what  equal  areas  of  arable  land  yield  in  Belgium,  Den- 
mark, Germany,  and  Holland. 

The  geographical  location  of  the  industry  is  predominantly  in  the 
South,  harmonizing  with  the  notable  consumption  of  fertilizers  in 
tiiat  section.  Of  the  1,124  establishments  engaged  in  the  industry, 
293  were  located  in  Georgia,  103  in  Alabama,  85  in  South  Carolina, 
69  in  North  Carolina,  66  in  Pennsylvania,  61  in  Virginia,  50  in  Mary- 
land, 31  in  Ohio,  ana  30  in  New  Jersey.  Other  States  contain  less 
than  30  each. 

JAPAHESE  SHIPFIirO  FOB  SOUTH  AMEBICAN  TBADE. 

(Consul  General  George  n.  Scldmore,  Yokohama,  May  31.} 

South  American  shipping  services  arc  either  being  established  or 
improved  by  Japanese  shipping  lines,  the  Japan  Daily  Mail  says, 
with  a  view  to  eradicating  the  remarkable  degree  of  inconvenience 
to  which  Japan  is  subjected  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  trans- 
shipping all  cargo  to  the  Latin- American  Republics  at  either  Lon- 
don or  Marseille.  It  is  true  that  a  service  between  Japan  and  South 
America  has  been  maintained  by  tlie  Toyo  ICisen  Kaisha,  but  that  is 
becoming  insufficient  for  the  growing  trade  Japan  is  building  up  there. 

The  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  has  decided  to  inaugurate  a  service  be- 
tween Japan  and  Brazil  or  the  East  coast  of  South  America,  em- 
ploying five  new  boats  of  7,500  tons  each,  which  will  soon  be  under 
construction.  The  Toyo  Kisen  may,  however,  be  forestalled  by  the 
Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  if  this  line  speeds  up  its  shipbuilding  program. 

The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  has  already  dispatched  a  party  of  ex- 
perts to  the  Latin-American  Republics  to  conduct  preliminary  in- 
vestigations into  trade  possibilities  there,  at  the  same  time  negotiat- 
ing with  the  Communications  Department  respecting  the  new  scheme. 
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nmiZATIOH  OF  FBICELT  PEAB  DT  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

The  utilization  of  the  prickly  pear  in  the  production  of  feeding 
cakes  for  cattle  is  reported  by  the  British  and  South  Afrifcan  Export 
Gazette  as  engaging  the  attention  of  South  African  agriculturists. 
For  this  purpose  it  is  said  to  have  food  values  of  high  quality.  Its 
value  was  demonstrated  during  a  recent  drought  when  only  by  its 
use  were  the  farmers  able  to  keep  their  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  and 
ostriches  alive.  The  result  is  that  many  are  now  actually  planting 
what  they  formerly  tried  to  exterminate. 

The  Export  Gazette  also  states  that  at  the  recent  Port  Elizabeth 
Agricultural  Show  a  public  demonstration  of  the  value  of  the  cactus 
for  paper-making  purposes  was  given.  Continuing,  it  says  regard- 
ing the  food  value  of  the  product : 

The  evidence  that  It  can  be  utilized  as  a  suitable  stock  food  seems  unde- 
niable, judging  from  reports  reaching  us  not  only  from  South  Africa  but  Aus- 
tralia, the  West  Indies,  etc.  The  Onion  Government  Is,  I  understand,  taking 
up  the  matter,  and  In  all  probability  their  experts  will  shortly  be  able  to  de- 
termine the  matter  one  way  or  the  other.  I  suggest,  however,  that  the  scien- 
tific department  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  which  Is  doing  such  splendid  work 
for  the  colonies,  might  do  worse  than  import  some  specimens  of  the  prickly 
pear  from  various  parts  of  the  world  and  submit  them  to  a  critical  analysis  In 
order  that  the  true  value  of  the  cactus,  whether  as  stock  food  or  as  a  possible 
substitute  for  wood  pulp  or  other  purpose,  may  be  definitely  ascertained.  If 
It  possesses  any  value  at  all.  It  should  be  utilized  at  this  juncture,  especially 
bearing  In  mind  that  the  supply  Is  Inexhaustible. 


AMESICAN  CAPITAL  WANTED  FOB  TUBEESTAN. 

[Consol  General  Jolin  H.  Bnodgrass,  Moscow,  Russia,  Apr.  13.] 

To  attract  American  capital  to  investments  in  Turkestan  a  group 
of  business  men  in  Russia  has  organized  special  expeditions  to  Tur- 
kestan, by  means  of  which  they  hope  to  make  American  financial 
circles  better  acquainted  with  the  country.  The  first  of  these  expedi- 
tions is  to  interest  Americans  in  an  irrigation  project  for  8,000,000 
acres.  The  expedition  will  be  organized  with  the  support  of  the 
Russian  Government  but  will  not  be  under  its  direction.  It  will 
bo  composed  of  representatives  of  American  financial  circles;  of 
members  of  the  Russian  Council  of  State,  the  Imperial  Duma,  the 
ministries,  and  representatives  of  various  public  institutions;  and 
authorities  well  acciuainted  with  the  country.  The  expedition  will 
last  four  or  five  wecKs.  The  itinerarj*  is  to  be  worked  out  in  the  near 
future. 

DEMAND  FOB  ENGLISH  E:HAEI  IN  HONDUBAS. 

[Consul  Walter  P.  Boyle,  Puerto  Cortes,  June  20.] 

Although  American-made  khaki  is  sold  in  the  Puerto  Cortes  dis- 
trict to  a  considerable  extent,  persons  desiring  a  superior  grade 
always  insist  on  having  English  khaki.  A  sample  of  the  standard 
high-grade  English  khaki  generally  carried  in  stock  by  the  mer- 
chants of  this  district  is  forwarded  herewith.  This  piece  of  goods, 
which  is  27f  inches  wide,  is  quoted  at  11^  cents  a  yard  in  Man- 
chester. 

[The  sample  may  be  iiupected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  Its  district  offices  upon  asking  for  file  Mo.  77875.] 
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SITPFIIES  OF  KAJTOBOVE  IV  ECTJAOOB. 

[Consul  General  TitieAc  W.  Godlos.  Guayaqoll,  June  1.] 

On  the  Ecuadorean  littoral  straight  mangrove  or  red  mangle  logs 
of  extreme  length  and  diameter  are  plentiful.  They  are  used  in  the 
OMistruction  of  wharves  because  of  their  durability  under  the  water. 
The  specific  gravity  of  the  wood  is  0.98  to  1.15,  depending  upon  the 
locaUtj  where  it  grows  and  the  age  of  the  tree.  An  important  fea- 
ture of  mangle  is  its  power  of  reclaiming  land  from  the  sea,  upon 
which  it  gradually  encroaches,  elevating  the  surface  and  fitting  it 
for  other  vegetation.  Owing  to  this  capacity  the  area  of  the  Gulf 
of  Guayaquil  is  much  smaller  than  formerly. 

The  tree  in  Ecuador  sometimes  reaches  a  height  of  110  feet,  with  a 
straight  trunk  free  of  branches  for  half  its  length  and  a  relatively 
small  crown.  The  circumference  of  matured  trees  is  7  to  10  feet,  but 
it  is  not  rare  to  observe  specimens  of  15  feet  or  more.  These  dimen- 
aons  apply  only  to  the  trees  growing  in  this  country,  as  those  found 
elsewhere  are  described  as  much  smaller.  Most  of  the  large  houses 
in  Guayaquil  and  other  cities  of  the  Ecuadorean  littoral  are  built 
of  mangle,  and,  although  its  consumption  has  been  continuing  many 
years  for  house  construction,  wharves,  fuel,  and  charcoal,  no  diminu- 
tion of  the  source  of  supply  is  to  be  observed.  The  land  bordering 
the  salt  water  bears  a  jungle  of  the  trees  covering  many  hundreds 
of  square  miles.  The  bark  in  some  instances  is  1  inch  thick.  It  con- 
tains great  quantities  of  tannin. 

Trade  Has  Followed  Trial  Shipment. 

A  trial  shipment  was  made  to  New  York  in  January,  1915,  and  it 
sold  for  $15  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Guayaquil,  the  freight  being  $40  per  ton 
at  that  time.  Considerable  trade  has  followed  during  the  current 
year. 

The  mangle,  cut  in  pieces,  is  exported  in  sacks.  The  present  prices 
are  $0.87  to  $0.96  per  quintal  of  100  pounds  f.  o.  b.  Guayaquil.  The 
present  freight  rates  are  approximately  $35  and  $37.50  per  ton  from 
Guayaquil  to  San  Francisco  and  New  York,  respectively.  Unlimited 
quantities  of  the  logs  and  bark  may  be  obtained  if  previously  con- 
h^cted  for. 

COTTOH  EZPOETS  FOB  ONE  WEEK. 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  July  1,  1916,  at  the 
twelve  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  as  follows : 


DlsUids. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Dlstelcts. 

Bales. 

Geoisii.               

Philadelphia 

6,137 

San  Francisco 

1,636 

Vnnicfanwtts 

6,02S 
t,742 

37, sag 

12,706 

South  Carolina 

20,043 

VaiTlnK] 

1  Virginia 

7,067 
47,040 
16,423 

Total 

H«w  York 

1  Galveston 

140,928 

NonhOuotim 

The  export  of  146,928  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  niakes 
the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approximately  5,633,568  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  60,633  l>ales  for  the  week  and  8,312,521  bales  in  the 
cotton  year. 
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FOREIGN  TABIETS. 

BBITISH  EONDTTBAS. 
[Gazette  Extraordinary,  Feb.  21.1 
Export  Duty  on  Loffwood. 

Lo^ood  expdrteiu  from  British  Honduras  is  now  subject  to  an 
export  duty  of  $0.50  per  ton,  according  to  an  order  in  council  of 
February  18,  1916.  The  former  export  duty  on  logwood  was  $0.01 
per  ton. 

CAITASA. 

[Customs  Memorandum  2014B,  Jane  10.] 
Temporary  Admission  of  Tourists'  Xotor  Vehicles. 

The  regulations  governing  the  temporary  admission  into  Canada 
of  tourists'  automobiles,  motorcycles,  and  bicycles  have  been  amended 
as  follows: 

Wlien  a  non-resident  owner  of  an  automobile  or  motorcycle  manufactured 
abroad  desires  to  bring  such  a  machine  into  Canada  for  a  stay  of  not  more 
than  one  month  be  sliall,  in  ail  coses,  report  at  the  customhouse  at  the 
frontier  port  In  Canada  and  present  a  certillcate,  in  form  hereto  appended  (No. 
B.  29}),  to  the  collector  of  customs,  who,  if  satisfied  that  the  machine  Is 
imported  in  good  faith,  may  admit  the  same  without  formal  entry,  and  may 
issue  a  certillcate  in  duplicate  (as  per  form  E.  29i),  the  original  to  be  given 
to  the  owner,  who  shall  present  it  to  tiie  collector  at  the  port  of  departure  from 
Canada. 

The  following  Is  a  facsimile  of  the  certificate  required : 

CERTIFICATE  OF  IMPOBTATION   OF   AUTOMOBILES   AND   MOTOKCYCLES   1X)B  TOWINC 

PUBPOSES  FOB  A  PEBIOD  OF  KOT  OVEB   1   MONTH. 
E.  29}. 


Amended.  No. 

Port  of ifl 

This  is  to  certify  that  tlie  machine  described  below  was  this  day  brought  into 

Canada  from for  touring  purposes  for  a  period  not  exceeding 

one  month;  that  the  o^\-ner  resides  outside  of  Canada;  that  the  machine  Is 
not  to  Yte  used  for  any  commercial  or  business  pursuits  whatever  while  In 
Canada,  and  shall  t>e  e\i>orted  from  Canada  witliin  one  month  from  the  date 
hereof. 

DESCBIPTION. 

Motorcycle Value,  f 

Automobile Value,  $ 

Touring  or  runabout 

(Strike  out  words  not  needed  in  above  description.) 

Manufactured  by ,  at ■_ 

Manufacturer's  No ;  number  of  cylinders 

f5enting  capacity ;  foreign  license  No 

Lieonstd  in ;  equipi)ed  with  wind  shield 

SpeeUoraoter ;  top ;  clock ;  No.  of  extra  tires 

Outfit  and  extra  parts 


(Signature  of  owner.) 


(Street  and  number.)  (Town  and  country.)    . 

Porniisfeion  is  granted  to  use  the  above  aufomobllc-motorcycle  and  outfit  for 
touring  pui-po.ses  in  Canada  under  the  conditions  above  stated. 

Collector. 

Note. — This  certificate  to  be  retained  by  the  owner  and  presented  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  tlie  port  of  exit,  who  will  note  exportation  of  machine 
and  )»'iil  to  collector  of  customs  at  port  of  entry. 
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CEBTIFICATE  SKSFECrraa  EXPOBTATION. 

I, (owner  or  neent),  do  solemnly 

declare  that  the  identical  automobile-motorcycle  and  outfit  hereinbefore  de- 
scribed are  now  presented  for  lnsi)ectlon  and  exportation  at  the  frontier  iK>rt 

of ,  this day  of ,  19 

Signature 

The  above  automobile-motorcycle  and  outfit  have  been  identified  to  my 
satisfaction  and  have  been  exported  through  this  port. 

Signature , 

Customs  Offlccr. 

[For  previous  regulations  regarding  the  temporary  importation  of 
tourists'  automobiles  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes,  No.'l,  p.  21;  No.  3, 
p.  92;  and  No.  19,  p.  60.] 

[El  Paeblo,  Mexico  City,  Mar.  7.1 
ttrifl  Clianges. 

A  decree  of  the  Carranza  Government  publislied  March  6,  1916, 
provides  for  a  number  of  additional  changes  in  import  and  export 
duti^.  The  decree  of  September  29,  1915,  establishing  a  new  sched- 
ule of  export  duties  (see  Commebcb  Reports  for  Feb.  2,  1916) 
has  been  ctmsiderably  modified,  the  changes  consisting  mostly  in 
slight  reductions  in  former  rates.  The  rates  have  been  increased, 
however,  in  the  case  of  a  few  articles,  including  cattle  hides,  cotton 
seed,  muscovado  sugar,  and  sponges,  and  a  number  of  new  export 
duties  were  prescribed. 

The  free  bst  established  by  the  decree  of  September  29,  1916,  has 
been  extended  by  the  addition  of  alimentary  pastes,  lard  compounds, 
and  nails,  and  the  free  admission  of  olive  oil  has  been  discontinued. 
The  provisions  of  the  decree  of  January  8,  1916,  reducing  by  75  per 
cent  the  import  duties  on  certain  articles  of  clothing  (see  CoMMEncE 
Reports  for  Mar.  4,  1916)  have  been  extended  to  the  following 
articles:  Kid  skins  and  other  tanned  skins  not  specified  (tariff  No. 
62),  steel  sewing  needles  (No.  252),  cotton  thread  in  skeins  or  on 
spools  (No.  328),  bed  spreads  and  quilts  of  cotton  not  embroidered 
(No.  351),  and  sewing-machine  needles  (No.  612).  ITie  following 
articles  are  also  to  be  admitted  at  the  reduced  rates  when  made  of 
fabrics  containing  not  more  than  30  threads  in  warp  and  weft  in  a 
square  of  5  millimeters  side :  Woolen  bedspreads,  table  linen,  cotton 
handkerchiefs  (not  cut  or  hemmed),  sheets  and  towels,  and  cotton 
bags  for  use  as  outer  coverings.  Cotton  handkerchiefs,  if  cut  or 
hemmed,  are  dutiable  at  the  reduced  rate,  with  a  surtax  of  25  per 
<»nt.  The  special  reduction  of  75  per  cent  in  duty  has  been  discon- 
tinued in  the  case  of  cotton  fabrics  containing  more  than  30  threads 
in  a  square  of  5  millimeters  (Nos.  333B,  334B,  and  336),  cotton 
hosiery  (No.  345),  cottpn  imderwear  and  shirts  for  men  and  boys 
(No.  347),  and  cotton  knit  goods,  not  specified  (No.  349). 


The  value  of  the  copper,  lead,  zinc,  tin,  aluminum,  and  antimony 
recovered  in  the  United  States  from  scrap  metals,  skimmings,  and 
drosses  in  1915  was  $114,304,930,  against  $57,039,706  in  1914,  a  100 
per  cent  increase,  according  to  statistics  prepared  by  the  United 
States  Greological  Survey. 
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BAILROADS  DT  SIBEBIA. 

[Consul  John  E.  Caldwell,  Vladivostok,  Asiatic  Russia,  May  17 ;  translation  from  Slblr- 

skaya  Zblzn,  Irkutsk.] 

The  Priamurie,  recalling  that  March  17,  1916,  marks  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  since  the  beginning  of  the  construction  of  the  Ussuri  Rail- 
road, gives  the  following  details  of  the  Great  Siberian  Line: 

The  Amur  Railroad,  with  the  exception  of  the  Amur  bridge,  is 
complete.  Its  total  length  from  the  station  Kuenga  to  Khabarovsk 
is  l,'i47;',  miles;  the  brancli  line  from  Bochkarevo  to  Blagovyesht- 
chensk  is  G8  miles  long  (from  Kuenga  to  Blagovyeshtchendr  the 
distance  is  904^  miles)  ;  small  branch  lines — Tchassovinskaya,  Re- 
inovriknya,  Tcherniaevskaya,  Innokentievskaya,  Vladimirovskaya, 
and  others — 118  miles. 

The  Ussuri  Railroad  from  Vladivostok  to  Khabarovsk  is  478 
miles  long;  from  station  Nikolsk-Ussurisk  to  station  Pogranitclinaya, 
of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railroad,  7CJ  miles.  It  has  22$  miles  of 
spur  lines. 

In  the  2a  years  since  the  beginning  of  construction  of  the  Great 
Siberian  Line,  there  have  been  built  in  Russian  territory  alone 
5j2r)r>J  miles  of  railroads,  divided  as  follows:  Samara-Ufa  Tchely.i- 
biiihk  (Samara-Slatoustovskaya  Railroad),  628  miles;  Tchelyabinsk- 
Irkiitsk  (Omsk  and  Tomsk  line),  2,044  miles;  Irkutsk-Kuenga 
(Transbaikal  line),  858  miles;  Kuenga-Khabarovsk  (Amur  line), 
1,247 J  miles;  Khabarovsk- Vladivostok  (Ussuri  line),  478  miles. 

The  distance  from  Samara  to  Vladivostok  via  the  Chinese  Eastern 
Railroad  is  4,692  miles:  Samara-Irkutsk,  2,672  miles;  Irkutsk- 
Manchuria,  948|  miles;  Manchuria-Pogranitchnaya,  926  miles;  Po- 
granitclinaya-Vladivostok,  145J  miles. 

The  following  lines  in  Siberia  are  also  completed :  Altai  Railroad, 
500  miles;  Atchmsk- Minusinsk  Railroad,  287^  miles;  Kolchuginskaya 
Railroad,  139A  miles;  Kulundinskaya  Railroad,  196§  miles  (over  66 
miles  ready) ;  Omsk-Tyumen  line,  354f  miles.  The  Siberian  and 
Transbaikal  Railroads  are  double  tracked  to  a  great  extent.  The 
Usfcuri  line  is  undcrgong  an  almost  entire  reconstruction,  which  will 
be  liiiished  in  a  short  time. 


PACKING  THBEAO  FOB  SALE  DT  OTJATEUALA. 

A  firm  in  Guatemala  City  in  its  correspondence  with  an  American 
exjjortcr  furnishes  the  following  suggestion  relative  to  the  packing 
of  thread  for  sale  in  that  city : 

TIio  limited  sale  of  American  spool  cotton  in  Guatemala  is  due 
to  tilt'  fact  that  the  wooden  spools  on  which  it  is  wound  weigh  about 
44  per  cent  of  the  gi'oss  weight  of  the  spool  and  thread  combined; 
wlioreiis  European  thread  comes  woimd  on  paper  cartons  that  weigh 
from  0  to  33  per  cent.  "Where  the  cartons  carry  more  than  the 
standard  yardage  (200  yards)  the  differential  against  the  American 
product  is  still  greater,  despite  the  fact  that  the  duty  is  50  per  cent 
higher  on  carton-packed  threads. 

Upon  weighing  two  French  cartons  of  thread  and  an  American 
spool  of  thread,  it  was  found  that  the  cartons  alone  weighed  3.95 
grams  and  0.5  gram,  respectively,  the  thread  and  cartons  combined 
weighing  11.65  grams  and  8.2  grams ;  while  the  American  spool 
weighed  6.5  grams  and  the  spool  and  thread  combined,  13.2  grams. 
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UOmWATlOV  OF  OSBMAH  ASS  AVSTSO-EinrOAItlAN  FIRMS. 
(Tlce  Comal  A.  E.  Carleton,  Hongkong,  Maj  29.] 

The  liquidation  of  German  and  Aiistro-Hungarian  firms  in  Hong- 
kong has  been  practically  completed.  The  disposal  of  stocks  has  been 
so  successful  without  the  slightest  dislocation  of  the  market  that  the 
Government  had  in  December  last  fixed  April  30,  1916,  as  the  period 
at  which  it  was  expected  that  all  stocks  would  have  been  disposed  of, 
but  owing  to  difficulties  an  extension  has  just  been  granted  for  two 
months  or  until  June  30.  This  extension  has  been  granted  on  con- 
dition that  50  per  cent  of  the  outstandings  in  each  case  are  paid  for 
and  taken  delivery  of  by  May  31,  1916,  and  that  all  godown  charges 
are  paid  by  the  purchasers,  together  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  1 
per  cent  per  month.  This  order  represents  cargo  sold  but  not  de- 
livered. 

In  reference  to  the  piece  goods  liquidation,  the  liquidators  of 
German  firms  are  now  confronted  with  the  refusal  of  Chinese  dealers 
to  take  deliveries  of  the  remaining  quantities  of  stock,  endeavoring  to 
force  the  sale  of  these  stocks  at  public  auction.  The  Chinese  claim 
that  they  can  not  be  prosecuted  for  nonacceptance  of  their  obligations 
as  the  German  firms  have  no  legal  standing  in  the  colony,  but  this 
contention  can  not  be  determined  until  the  expiration  of  the  Govern- 
ment's notice  of  the  conclusion  of  the  liquidation,  or  on  June  30. 
The  various  liquidators  of  the  German  firms,  and  particularly  those 
dealing  in  piece  goods,  have  been  subject  to  a  large  number  of  petty 
daiffls  of  one  class  or  another  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  dealers,  and 
the  Government  with  the  idea  in  view  of  not  delaying  the  final 
liquidation  through  these  petty  cases  has  included  in  the  bill  entitled 
"An  ordinance  to  amend  further  the  alien  enemies  (winding  up) 
ordinance,  1914,"  the  disclaimer  cause  to  deal  with  just  such  cases. 

In  many  of  the  German  contracts  for  piece  goods  with  Chinese 
dealers,  no  mention  was  made  of  charges  for  insurance,  godown 
charges,  and  other  expenses  after  the  expiration  of  the  date  when 
the  goods  were  sold  but  delivery  not  taken,  and  the  disclaimer  sec- 
tion of  the  ordinance  in  question,  which  will  be  introduced  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislative  council,  gives  power  to  the  attorney 
general  to  waive  these  charges  where  the  contract  is  silent  in  respect 
to  them.  The  disclaimer  is  modeled  on  the  power  of  disclaimer  in 
bankruptcy,  Jnd  any  person  injured  by  the  disclaimer  will  be 
treated  as  a  creditor  of  an  alien  enemy  to  the  extent  of  such  injury, 
and  a  right  to  obtain  the  decision  of  the  court  on  the  amount  of 
damage  is  recognized. 

AN  ELECTfilC  VEHICLE  IN  PANAMA. 

An  electric  vehicle  for  use  by  a  business  concern  in  Panama  has 
been  furnished  from  this  country  by  the  Ward  Motor  Vehicle  Co.  of 
Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  and  is  said  to  be  the  first  one  of  the  sort  to  be 
placed  in  use  in  that  country.  In  view  of  the  purchase  of  this  car, 
a  statement  made  in  a  dispatch  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
June  27,  1916,  is  subject  to  correction.  It  was  stated  that  the  use 
of  electnc  machines  had  not  been  adopted  in  that  country. 
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AOBICULTTrEAL  CONDmONS  IH  WAIES. 

[Consul  Lorlo  A.  Latbrop,  Cardiff,  June  15.] 

Of  the  4,750,000  acres  in  Wales,  2,000,000  are  iinder  permanent 
pastui-e  and  700,000  are  cultivated.  Of  the  cultivated  area,  nearly 
one-tliird  is  annually  planted  to  clover  and  grasses  and  something 
less  than  this  fraction  to  oats.  The  seeding  of  wheat  in  1915  covered 
49,000  acres;  of  barley,  80,000  acres;  turnips,  50,000,  and. potatoes, 
26,000.    These  crops  are  everywhere  doing  well. 

The  pastures  of  Wales  carry  150,000  head  of  horses,  783,000  of 
cattle,  3,700,000  of  sheep,  and  there  are  183,000  hogs.  Its  climate, 
the  contours  of  the  hilly  country,  lack  of  labor,  and  reluctance  to 
break  up  permanent  pastures  prevented  any  general  response  to 
reiterated  official  requests  to  plant  more  wheat  in  the  fall  of  1915; 
the  increase  of  wheat  acreage  was  in  fact  only  11,000  acres.  Its 
horses  decreased  by  10,000  head  in  a  year  because  of  Government 
demands.  Its  cattle  increased  by  25,000  head,  largely  as  a  result  of 
restriction  of  the  sale  of  calves. 
Great  Hay  Crop  Nearly  Beady  for  Cnttintr. 

The  great  hay  crop  is  nearly  readj'^  for  cutting  and  promises  well 
everywhere.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  cost  of  feeding  stuffs  for 
cattle,  fewer  pastures  have  been  used  for  cattle,  and  it  is  officially 
estimated  that  an  acreage  about  5  per  cent  larger  than  the  average 
has  been  reserved  for  mowing.  The  entire  hay  crop  will  be  officially 
controlled,  and  the  Government  will  take  what  it  wants  at  a  fixed 

Srice  approximating  $23  per  ton  for  meadow  hay  and  $26  for  clover, 
[ay  will  be  made  and  grain  harvested  by  labor  obtained  through  the 
exercise  of  ingenuity.  Women  from  the  country  mansions  and  the 
workingmen's  cottages  are  already  in  the  fields  in  organisied  com- 
panies.   Boys  from  the  schools  are  expected  to  help. 


UNITED  KINGSOH'S  EXFOBTS  OF  WOOLEIT  HANUFACTTTBES. 

[Vice  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Bradford,  England,  June  15.] 

Comparative  returns  of  the  exports  of  woolens  and  worsteds  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  foreign  and  colonial  countries  are  given  for 
the  first  five  months  of  1916,  1915,  and  1914  by  the  Yorkshire  Post. 
The  figures  are  taken  from  the  returns  published  by  -the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  exports  of  woolen  tissues  were  53,536,400  yards  in  the 
five  months  of  1916,  compared  with  35,484,600  in  1915  and  38,699,300 
in  1914.  The  exports  of  worsted  tissues  were  21,546,900  yards,  com- 
pared with  24,163,500  in  1915  and  32,313,500  m  1914. 

Of  the  woolen  tissues  the  United  States  received  3,293,200  in 
1914,  1,633,300  in  1915,  and  1,979,200  in  1916.  There  were  increased 
shipments  in  1916  over  1914  and  1915  to  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark, 
Netherlands,  France,  Portugal,  Argentina,  Egypt,  British  South 
Africa,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Canada. 

Of  tlie  worsted  ti.ssues  the  United  States  received  3^967,200  yards 
in  1916,  compared  with  9,362,900  in  the  corresponding  period  of 

1915  and  14,027,600  in  1914.    There  were  increased  shipments  in 

1916  over  1914  and  1915  to  Norway,  Denmark,  Netherlands,  Por- 
tugal, Spain,  Uruguay,  Argentina,  Egypt,  and  New  Zealand. 
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SWISS  OVTLOOE-  TiOi  TS&  CWBXEHT  TEAK. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schalz,  Berne,  June  10.] 

The  business  outlook  of  Switzerland  for  1916  is  not  promising, 
viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  foodstuff  imports,  but  the  satisfactory 
increase  in  the  importation  of  raw  silk,  metals,  and  coal  promises 
well  for  most  of  the  nation's  factories  during  the  year. 

Satisfactory  imports  are  noted  in  wheat,  corn,  leather,  board 
lumber,  raw  silk,  coal,  wool,  iron,  and  calves.  In  the  exports  the 
machinery  and  textile  trade,  both  cotton-  and  silk,  seem  to  be  pros- 
pering. Considerable  increases  in  the  two  articles  are  being  shown ; 
in  some  instance  even  the  1915  exports  are  being  surpassed. 

A  most  striking  increase  is  observed  in  Portland  cement  exports. 
The  shipments  of  this  article  increased  from  1,023,385  pounds  in 
January,  1915,  to  14,994,517  pounds  in  January,  1916,  and  the  Janu- 
ary, 1914,  figures  were  exceeded  by  1,300,000  pounds. 

In  what  great  measure  food  imports  have  been  affected  by  the 
war  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  January,  1916,  figures: 
Osts  declined  from  35,487,587  pounds  in  1914  to  8,611,034  pounds; 
rice  from  17,120,876  pounds  in  January,  1916,  to  2,826,766  pounds; 
raw  and  crystal  sugar  from  39,244,702  pounds  in  January,  1915,  to 
13,534,837  pounds,  and  other  sugar  imports  in  proportion. 

Tlie  imports  of  cattle  decreased  from  2,641  head  in  January,  1914, 
to  4  in  January,  1916;  sheep  from  9,111  to  1;  and  pigs  from  1,521 
to  933.    In  January,  1915,  9,159  pigs  were  impOTted- 

The  decreased  imports  in  foods,  fertilizer,  wood,  and  cotton  are 
natarally  causing  the  principal  concern. 

AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam*. 

Post, 

Expira- 
tion 01 
venue. 

Addr.-ss. 

WBt,G«ora>N 

KoM,  Japan 

Aug.  is 
July   H 
Aug.  10 

Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
Roland,  Iowa. 

Rasinas«i,B  M 

Goteborc,  Sweden 

Patras,  Greece 

Huddersfleld,  England 

Tientsin,  Chins 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Alrka. 

Cooke,  A.  B...                 

121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 

B«k>.D 

FUier.FredD 

Aug.    6 
Sept.    1 

Albany,  Oroj. 
Carrolllon,  Ky. 

Ifaftoson,  William  W 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

lew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Cliicago,  804  Federal  Bnildintr;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
national  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  821  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  308  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Gen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  N.  0.  &  T.  P. 
Ky.  Co.,  Cincinnall;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
aeree;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
Ky.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOREIGN  TBADE  OPPOBTTTHITIES. 

Roserred  addresKPs  may  lie  obtaiDcd  from  the  Barean  and  its  district  olDce*..  Bequest 
for  paeli  opportunity  sliould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportvnltr.niiBalter. 
Tlic  Bureau  docs  not  fumtsti  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing  of 
foreign  inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Bank  fixtures,  etc.,  No.  21732. — An  Americau  consular  oflacer  In  Venezuela  re- 
ports a  pos.slble  opiwrtunity  for  the  sale  of  modern  bank  furniture,  fixtures, 
and  supplies. 

SctciiHi  thread.  No.  21733. — The  Bureau  Is  advised  that  the  department  of  com- 
merce of  a  neutral  government  in  Europe  is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  names 
of  American  manufacturers  of  sewing  tliread. 

Crockery,  No.  21734. — An  Americau  consular  ofBcer  in  Canada  reports  that  a 
firm  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists,  etc.,  of  crockery  w^are. 

Buttons  and  button  machines,  No.  21735. — A  man  In  Australia  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desii-es  to  communicate  wltli  manufac- 
turers of  buttons  of  all  kinds;  also  with  manufacturers  of  machines  for 
making  buttons. 

Oil  stoves.  No.  21736. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Greece  reports  that  a 
man  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  oil  coolcstoves.  The 
two  and  three  hole  burners,  blue-flame  type,  are  desired.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English. 

Clover  seed.  No.  21737. — A  bank  in  the  Caucasus  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  its  desire  to  establish  permanent  relations  with  American  Im- 
iwrters  and  otliers  interested  In  tlie  purchase  of  Turkestan  clover  seed. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Hardware,  novelties,  etc..  No.  21738. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South 
Africa  writes  that  a  firm  is  anxious  to  secure  exclusive  agencies  for  Ameri- 
can products  suitable  for  the  South  African  market,  with  a  preference  for 
tools,  small  hardware,  and  novelties. 

Steel  wire,  No.  21739. — A  merchant  In  France  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  wishes  steel  wire  for  tlie  manufacture  of  beds. 

Paper,  No.  21740. — An  American  consular  officer  in  rnittguay  reiK)rts  tiiat  a  firm 
desires  to  receive  Quotations  on  i)ai)er  of  all  kind?,  i)artlcnlarly  news-print 
paiier,  of  whicli  it  purchases  about  10,000  kilos  (22,046  ik>uiu1s)  every  two 
months.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Buenos  Aires  or  Montevideo.  Cor- 
rospoudonce  should  be  In  Spanish.    Samples  are  desired. 

UediHnal  herbs,  No.  21741. — An  exporter  of  medicinal  herbs  in  southern  Spain 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  communicate  with 
Importers  of  these  pi-oducts  in  the  United  States 

Novelties,  No.  21742. — The  Bureau  Is  informetl  that  a  man  in  Russia  desires  to 
.  be  i)iaced  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  novelties 
of  all  kinds. 

Aycncii,  No.  21743. — According  to  a  reiwrt  received  from  an  American  consular 
ollieer  in  Venezuela,  a  manufacturer's  agent  in  that  country  has  sailed  for 
the  United  States  with  a  view  to  .securing  additional  lines  for  representa- 
tion.   No.particulnr  line  is  si)ecified. 

Cream  separators,  etc..  No.  21744. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kingdom  rei)orts  that  a  flriu  Is  desirous  of  being  placed  in  communication 
with  American  manufacturers  of  cream  separators  and  other  dairy  appa- 
ratus.   Ueferonce  is  given. 

Wasltin!/  maMncru,  No.  21745. — The  owner  of  a  laundry  establishment  In  the 
Far  East  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  ho  desires  to  be  placed 
in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  wasliing  machinery. 


WASHINGTON  :  GOVEnXMBNT  rBINTlNO  OFPICB  :  Itl* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JUL  Jl  I'jio 
PRINCETON.  N.  1 

COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  sak  by  the  Supcriotcndent  of  Docuoieotty  Wa«biiiftoo,D*C.,«tf2^  per  ytu 

No.  159  Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  July  8  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Page. 

Ancrkaii  oottoD  for  Holland's  taztile  industry.  81  American  consular  officers  oh  leave  ot  absence.  91 

Tbe  ineraasing  price  of  diamonds 81      Primary  education  in  Siberia 91 

Bttttdi  market  for  Pacific  coast  products 82  Banxite  production   in   British   and   Dutch 

Aacrianshipbullding  daring  fiscal  year 84         Ouiana 92 

Aaalysis  of  toe  foreiKn  commerce  Ibr  May 85  Exports  from  Dutch   East  Indies  to  United 

Water  and  lighting  enterprises  in  Upper  Silesia  86         States 93 

New  iodine  factory  in  Vladirostok 87     Newcarforfish  distribution M 

~-— •  ~ "  —      Sapplies  for  Italian  technical  trades 95 

Foreign  trade  opportunities 90 


Bfttish  Columbia  loan  to  aid  rallvay 87      Sapplies  for  Italian  technical  trades 9S 

Ttumlng  methods  employed  In  PbiUppiiMs  ....  88      " '    ' ■ '  " 


AMEBICAN  COTTON  FOB  HOLLAND'S  TEXTILE  INDTJSTST. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  June  22.] 

At  a  meeting  this  week  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
facturers of  Enschede,  the  center  of  the  textile  industry  in  this  dis- 
trict, the  situation  regarding  cotton  was  considered.  It  appears  from 
statements  made  that  10,000  bales  per  month  are  required  to  supply 
the  needs  of  the  spinners,  and  that  the  Holland-Amerika  Steamship 
Co.  reports  its  inability  to  transport  that  quantity  from  the  United 
States  unless  it  were  allowed  to  carry  the  cotton  on  deck,  so  far 
as  mijiht  be  necessary.  The  spinners  were  almost  unanimously 
opposed  to  loading  cotton  on  deck;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was 
argued  tliat  unless  the  10,000  bales  per  month  were  supplied  the 
spinning  industry  would  practically  come  to  a  standstill. 

One  of  the  speakers  said  he  had  received  200  bales  brought  from 
the  United  States  on  deck  and  that  20  per  cent  thereof  was  damaged 
by  sea  water,  for  which  loss  the  insurers  would  not  indemnify  him. 

It  was  decided  to  confer  with  Government  authorities  regarding 
ways  and  means  to  obtain  the  necessary  supply  of  cotton.    . 


THE  INCBEASINO  PBICE  OF  DIAMONDS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  June  22.] 

For  some  years  preceding  the  war  the  prices  of  diamonds  steadily 
increased.  The  outbreak  of  the  war  brought  a  decline,  but  it  was 
Mdy  temporary.  The  increase  in  prices  is  again  steadily  main- 
tained, and  the  explanations  indicate  that  the  war  is  the  main  cause. 

According  to  the  London  diamond  syndicate,  the  supply  of  the 
raw  stones  is  reduced  for  lack  of  workmen  in  the  South  African 
mines  on  account  of  the  war;  while  the  demand  is  large  from  the 
United  States  for  the  general  trade,  and  there  is  also  an  unusual 
demand  caused  by  the  purchasing  of  diamonds,  both  by  the  public 
and  by  dealers  in  these  gems,  as  a  safe  and  convenient  form  of 
investment  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  various  securities  in  which 
these  investors  would  ordinarily  place  their  savings. 
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BRITISH  MARKET  FOB  PACIFIC  COAST  PRODUCTS. 

[Consul  I.  S.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  England,  June  6.] 

A  monthly  service  between  Bristol  and  the  Pacific  coast  is  now 
maintained  by  the  Maple  Leaf  Line,  using  the  Panama  Canal.  Sev- 
eral of  these  steamers  are  now  sailing  under  the  American  flag. 
The  inauguration  of  the  service  has  Drought  about  an  increased 
trade  in  such  Pacific  coast  products  as  alfalfa  hay,  barley,  canned 
goods,  dried  fruits,  Oregon  pine,  California  redwood,  and  Puget 
Sound  salmon. 

Although  the  development  of  trade  between  ports  on  the  western 
coast  of  the  United  States  and  the  city  of  Bristol  has  been  prom- 
ising, the  recent  import  restrictions  imposed  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment are  sure  to  have  a  depressing  effect  on  imports  of  some  of  the 
principal  articles  produced  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Principal  California  Products  in  Demand. 

Canned  salmon,  as  a  staple  article  of  food,  is  appreciated  in  this 
district.  There  is  a  good  demand  for  California  evaporated  fruits, 
which  yearly  increase  in  popularity'.  California  redwood  is  used 
for  railroad  ties,  and  this  also  meets  with  a  good  demand.  These 
goods  are  all  imported  direct. 

An  important  California  product  coming  indirectly  to  this  port  is 
the  cinematograph  film.  Picture  theaters  in  Bristol  use  a  great 
many  more  American  films  than  any  other  kind,  and  their  hold  on 
the  public  favor  seems  to  be  constantly  growing.  In  spite  of  the  im- 
port tax  recently  imposed,  motion-picture  producers  find  it  quite  im- 
possible to  compete  with  the  American  product,  partly  because  of  the 
superiority  of  the  California  climate  for  photographic  purposes. 

The  commercial  superintendent  of  the  port  of  Bristol  some  time 
ago  estimated  the  saving  per  ton  that  he  believed  could  be  effected 
on  a  few  of  the  principal  commodities  exported  from  California  to 
certain  British  centers  if  shipped  through  Bristol  instead  of  Liver- 
pool or  London.  He  estimated  the  average  saving  per  ton  on  Cali- 
lomia  produce  via  Avonmouth  Dock,  Bristol,  as  against  London 
to  Birmingham  to  be  $1.59;  as  against  Liverpool  to  Birmingham, 

83  cents;  as  against  Liverpool  to  London,  $1.33;  as  against  London 
to  Cardiff,  $2.88;  and  as  against  Liverpool  to  Cardiff,  $2.70.  The 
average  saving  per  ton  on  exports  to  California  via  Avonmouth 
Dock,  Bristol,  as  against  London  from  Birmingham  is  $1.30;  as 
against  Liverpool  from  London,  $1.38;  and  as  against  Liverpool 
from  South  Wales,  $1.83. 

large  Population  Within  Reach  of  Bristol. 

The  population  within  a  100-mile  radius  of  Bristol  is  10,000,000. 
Passengers  and  mails  can  be  conveyed  from  the  Royal  Edward  Dock 
passenger  station  to  London  or  Birmingham  within  two  hours. 
There  is  a  direct  route  by  rail  or  water  to  the  center  of  England. 
Granaries,  elevators,  cold  stores,  and  cool  transit  sheds  adjoin  the 
quays,  and  the  docks  are  equipped  with  electric,  steam,  and  hydrau- 
lic cranes.  There  are  railway  lines  alongside  steamers'  berths  at 
all  the  docks.  The  graving  docks  can  accommodate  the  largest 
class  of  steamers. 

The  quantities  of  goods  imported  directly  into  Bristol  from  Pacific 
Coast  ports,  from  January  1,  1916,  to  May  30,  1916,  as  shown  by 
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%ures  compiled  at  this  consulate,  and  taken  from  customs  bills  of 
entry,  were:  Canned  fruit,  40,li2  cases;  other  canned  goods,  27,117 
cases;  barley,  44,021  himdredweight ;  dried  fruit,  9,610  cases;  canned 
salmon,  5,950  cases.    Lumber  also  was  received. 

The  Bristol  Chamber  of  Commerce  states  that  local  importers  of 
canned  goods  have  had  to  contend  with  exceptional  difficulties  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  scarcity  of  freight  accommodations  from 
oversea  ports,  and  delays  in  transit  were  among  the  difficulties 
brought  about  by  the  war.  These  were  further  increased  by  the 
breakdown  of  the  Panama  Canal,  a  route  in  which  Bristol  traders 
are  especially  interested.  In  spite  of  these  adverse  influences,  the 
trade  generally  is  reported  to  have  been  able  to  obtain  adequate  sup- 
plies to  meet  the  very  large  and  steady  demand  which  was  one  of 
the  features  of  1915.  The  increased  freights  and  cost  of  handling 
goods  on  arrival  raised  prices,  with  very  few  exceptions,  all  along  the 
une,  and  the  year  1915  closed  with  the  highest  prices  on  record  for 
many  descriptions  of  canned  goods. 
Vp-to-date  Facilities  Rednce  Congestion. 

Although  there  has  been  delay  and  congestion  of  traffic  at  this 
port,  the  up-to-date  facilities  for  discharge  at  the  Avonmouth  and 
Bristol  docks  have  reduced  these  difficulties  to  a  minimum.  Bristol 
has  been  recognized  as  most  conveniently  situated  for  distribution, 
and  local  merchants  have  been  able  to  send  their  goods  over  a  larger 
area  than  in  normal  times,  and  in  distributing  locally  they  have  had 
less  competition  than  usual  from  London  and  Liverpool. 

Considering  the  war  conditions,  tlie  dried-fruit  trade  has  not  been 
unsatisfactory.  The  quantity  is  somewhat  reduced,  but  fruit  usually 
supplied  by  Turkey  has  been  obtained  elsewhere,  principally  from 
Cakfornia.  The  chamber  of  commerce  reports  that  the  total  arrivals 
of  Valencia  oranges  into  Bristol  up  to  April  13,  191C,  were  221,787 
cases,  as  against  188,068  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  The 
trade  in  this  fruit  is  reported  to  have  been  quite  satisfactory  since 
the  beginning  of  the  season,  which  commenced  November  15.  The 
slump  in  prices  which  usually  occurs  during  January  was  avoided 
this  year,  probably  through  an  arrangement  made  among  the  packers 
to  reduce  shipments  duriiig  that  period.  As  a  result  of  the  scarcity  of 
other  fruits,  there  has  been  a  steady  demand  for  oranges  throughout 
the  season. 

The  arrivals  of  Valencia  onions  up  to  March  23  were  104,605  cases, 
compared  with  90,190  last  year.  The  prices  asked  for  them  are  the 
highest  on  record.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  total  cessation  of 
shipments  from  Holland,  which  was  heretofore  Bristol's  chief  source 
of  supply. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  states  that  the  difficulties  of  transit 
have  prevented  any  appreciable  quantity  of  apples  coming  directly 
into  Bristol.  A  few  thousand  boxes  of  Oregon  apples  have  found 
their  way  to  this  market  via  Cardiff  and  Liverpool,  but  only  one 
shipment  is  recorded  to  have  come  direct  to  Avonmouth. 

[A  list  of  firms  In  Bristol,  England,  probably  InteresteO  In  Pacifle  coast 
products  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  77606.  Several  classes  of  goods  men- 
tioned In  this  dispatch  are  on  the  British  list  of  prohibited  imports.  Tliese  are : 
Vegetables  and  fruits,  canneil,  dried,  bottled,  and  preserved.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9V 


COMMEBOB  BEPOSTS. 


AUEBICAir  SHIPBUILDDra  DXTBINO  FISCAL  TEAB. 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  reports 
1,030  vessels  of  347,847  gross  tons  were  built  in  the  United  States 
and  officialljr  nimibered  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916, 
compared  with  1,266  vessels  of  215,711  gross  tons  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1915, 

The  seaboard  yards  have  built  35  large  steel  merchant  steamers 
aggregating  191,859  gross  tons,  the  largest  merchant  steel  output  in 
their  history.  Of  these,  21  steamers  are  each  over  5,000  gross  tons, 
the  largest  being  the  steamer  H.  H.  Rogers  of  10,050  gross  tons,  and 
14  are  between  3,000  and  6,000  gross  tons  each.  The  Newport  News, 
Va.,  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Co.  built  6  of  40,329  gross ;  Mary- 
land Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  !Point,  Md.,  8  of  35,665  gross ;  Union  Iron 
Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  5  of  32,665  gross ;  New  York  Shipbuild- 
ing Co.,  Camden,  N.  J.,  7  of  32,164  gross;  and  Fore  River  Shipbuild- 
ing Co.,  Quincy,  Mass.,  4  of  24,932  gross.  The  Newport  News,  Cam- 
den, and  Quincy  yards  were  also  engaged  in  naval  construction. 

Of  these  steel  ocean  steamers,  24  of  138,858  gross  tons  have  been 
registered  for  foreign  trade,  8  of  34,386  gross  tons  enrolled  for  the 
coasting  trade,  one,  the  steamer  Pacific  of  6,034  gross  tons,  was  sold 
to  Norwegians,  and  up  to  June  30  tne  two  remaining  had  not  been 
documented. 

Of  the  relatively  small  output  of  the  Great  Lakes,  8  vessels  of 
14,775  gross  tons  are  each  under  2,500  tons,  built  for  the  ocean  trade, 
of  which  four  are  for  foreign  trade  and  one  {Morris  Adler,  of  ^,481 
gross)  has  been  sold  to  Norwegians. 

Class  of  Vessels  and  Where  Built. 

Following  is  the  detailed  statement  according  to  material,  power 
(gasoline  included  under  steam),  and  place  of  build  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1916,  compared  with  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1910. 


Atlantic  and 
Gulf. 

Pacific. 

Great  Lakes. 

Western 
rivers. 

Total. 

Num- 
l)er. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Grass, 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cross. 

Wood; 

Sailing 

44 

242 
ISO 

44o 

14,208 
7,107 
49,053 

70. 3BS 

3 
172 

77 

1,879 
8,420 
10,051 

47 
594 
285 

16,087 
18,781 
62,844 

82 
20 

l,3o0 
3,060 

98 
29 

1,S9S 
077 

Unrigged .  

Total 

252 

20,359 

103 

4,410       127 

2,575 

926 

97,712 

Metal: 

Steam 

47 
5 

162,237 
2,723 

6 

32,887 

£3 

7 

48,079 
2,117 

10 
6 

2,009 
83 

86 
18 

245,212 
4,023 

Unrigged 

Total 

52 

164,960 

3 

178 
77 

32,887 

1,879 
41,313 
10,054 

30 

50,196 

16 

2,092 

101 

47 
680 
303 

250,135 

Totals: 

Sailing 

44 
289 
164 

14,203 
169,344 
51,776 

16,087 
283,993 
67,787 

Steam 

105 
27 

49,429 
5,177 

108 
35 

3,907 
780 

Unrigged 

Grand  total 

497 

235,328 

258 

53,246 

132 

54,606 

143 

4,667 

1,030 

347,847 
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Atlantic  and 
Oolt. 

Pacific. 

Great  Lakos. 

Western 
rivers. 

Total. 

Nam- 
ber. 

Oross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Wood: 

SsfllEg 

49 

297 

20S 

2 

7,225 

8,297 

51,515 

585 

1 

237 
101 

16 
13,612 
4,187 

50 

743 

355 

2 

7,241 
27,082 

Bteam 

103 
36 

2,029 
3,727 

106 
14 

3.144 
194 

Uiiri|;ged 

Coocrete 

965 

Total 

553 

67,602 

339 

17,815 

138 

5,756      120 

3,338 

I.ISO 

94  .511 

Vetal: 

SaOtog 

1 

35 

1 

27 

98,332 

283 

1 
68 
7 

27 

Steam! 

8 
1 

16,833 
434 

17 

1 

IS 

4,458 
31 

8 
4 

762 
37 

1M,.1*5 

Unrigged 

TSf 

Total 

37 

98,642 

9 

17,267 

4,492 

12 

799 

70 

121.20) 

Totalr. 
Sailing 

50 

332 

a06 

2 

7,262 
106,629 

51,  nu 

665 

1 
245 
102 

16 
30,445 
4,621 

51 

811 

362 

2 

7.208 

Steam 

120 
36 

6,487 
3,761 

114 

18 

3,906 
231 

147.417 

Unrigged 

CO  411 

Ooncrete 

503 

Gland  total 

690 

166,244 

348 

36,082 

156 

10,248 

132 

4,137 

1,266 

215,711 

AITALTSIS  OF  THE  FOBEIQH  COHMEBCE  FOB  MAT. 

The  following  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States 
for  May  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  CJommerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  .  The  imports  and 
exports  by  great  groups  during  May  and  the  1 1  months  ended  May, 
1916,  follow: 


Groups. 

Month  of  May— 

Eleven  months  ended  May— 

191S 

1915 

1916 

1913 

niFOBTS. 

Crude  materials  for  use  in  manuraeturing 

Foodstuff  in  crude  condition  and  food  animals. . 

Foodstuffs  partlj  or  wliolly  manufactured 

Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing. 

t99,220.34S 
21,649,498 
36,902,951 
40,067,785 
30,084,534 
1,354,901 

$57,274,023 
15,380,775 
30,431,992 
18,051,376 
20,4.34,321 
062,364 

$843,614,704 
229,569,685 
266,932,109 
313,711,237 
281,834,633 
16,425,644 

$613,898,082 
205,708,012 
255, 309.  S~i 
213,33C.2fil) 
312,612,22:! 

Min^llamynp     .  ' 

15,  .590, 113 

229, 188,957 

142,284,851 

1,952,  OSS,  072 

1,516,474,60) 

EXPORTS. 

Grade  materials  for  use  in  manufacturing 

Foodstufls  in  crude  condition  and  food  animals . 

Foodstufls  partly  or  wholly  manufactured 

Uanutactures  tor  further  use  in  manuiacturing. 
Mannfoctures  readv  for  consumotion 

47,917,819 
36,146,874 
62,248,328 
78,011,728 
239,(23,211 
0,130,803 

44,337,493 
38,7.'>2,970 
40,828,391 
36,872,883 
97,540,012 
10,998,443 

479,040,915 
358,241,207 
.542,003,1.5.3 
f,81,028,8e 
1,7(50,195,213 
93,944,781 

4?!,  9.57,  on 
481,110,  .381 
406,,3rj,14t 
317,21(i,K.34 
098,257,553 

70,117,Wi; 

470,078,703 
4,803,492 

209,330,222 
4,881,920 

3,814,4:H,113 
55,700,973 

2,452.033,111 

Foreij^  merchandise  exported ..■>■...... 

48,  OOH, 510 

474,881,255 

274,218,142  s  RTn  Ifii  nsf. 

2,500,011,931 

Exports  of  principal  items  under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous" 
in  May,  1916,  were:  Horses,  $4,049,275;  mules,  $1,887,281,  and 
seeds,  $114,565;  and  for  11  months  ending  with  May,  1916,  horses, 
$69,008,116;  mules,  $21,121,410;  and  seeds,.  $3,406,541. 
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WATEB  AND  UGHTINO  ENTERFBISES  DT  TJPFEB  SILESIA. 

[Consul  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Breslau,  Germany,  June  2.] 
Water-Supply  Plans  for  Indnstrial  District 

About  five  years  ago  the  Continental  Water  Works  Co.  of  Berlin 
proposed  to  erect  a  large  new  supply  plant  in  the  district  of  Lublinitz 
near  Miottek,  where  water  is  plentiful,  and  to  serve  the  whole 
Upper  Silesian  industrial  district.  At  that  time  the  plan  had  to  be 
dropped,  since  the  Koyal  Government  in  Oppeln  in  its  turn  en- 
couraged the  plan  of  erecting  a  new  plant  near  Krappitz,  where 
the  water  should  be  taken  from  the  Oder  and  conducted  by  the 
straightest  way  to  the  industrial  district.  On  account  of  considerable 
technical  difliculties  this  plan  was  also  dropped  and  the  Continental 
Water  Works  Co.  again  approached  the  various  Upper  Silesian 
towns  and  concerns. 

At  present  the  city  council  of  Beuthen  is  considering  a  contract 
with  this  company;  but,  since  the  water  supply  from  three  impor- 
tant works  has  proved  to  be  sufficient  and  healthy,  this  plan  has 
many  opponents.  On  the  other  hand,  account  must  be  taken  of  the 
possibility  that  some  day  these  sources  might  be  endangered  or 
stopped  by  the  mining  industry.  In  that  case,  a  contract  with  the 
Continental  Water  Works  Co.  would  be  desirable,  although  a  cubic 
meter  of  water  would  then  cost  about  2  cents  more.  No  definite  action 
has  yet  been  taken. 
Attention  Qiven  to  Furnishing  of  Supply  in  Fast  Tears. 

The  water  supply  of  Beuthen  in  past  years  has  been  improved  by 
making  various  contracts  with  the  waterworks  Adolf schacht,  Za- 
wada,  and  Rosaliengrube.  In  1884  and  1904  contracts  were  made 
with  the  Adolfschacht,  which  supplied  the  royal  mining  and  railway 
plants  in  the  di-strict  of  Beuthen  and  Hindenburg.  the  city  of  Konigs- 
hutte,  parts  of  Beutlien  itself,  12  villages,  2  farm  districts,  10  indus- 
trial plants,  and  1  hospital,  with  altogether  1G4,300  inhabitants.  A 
contract  was  made  with  Zawada  in  1895.  This  plant  supplied  the 
cities  of  Peiskretscham  and  Gleiwitz  and  parts  of  Beuthen,  the  royal 
mining  and  railway  plants  in  the  district  of  Tost-Gleiwitz,  15  vil- 
lages, 9  industrial  concerns,  5  farm  districts,  and  3  hospitals,  with 
altogether  about  150,000  inhabitants.  In  1899  a  contract  with 
Eosaliengrube  was  made,  to  supply  the  cities  of  Kattowitz,  Myslo- 
witz,  and  Beuthen,  25  industrial  concerns  and  farm  districts.  In 
1900  the  towns  of  Rossberg,  Deutsch-Piekar,  and  Schomberg  entered 
into  this  contract. 
Annual  Report  Submitted  by  Elecirical  Company. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Schlesische  Electrizitats-und  Gas  A-G. 
in  Upper  Silesia,  just  published,  shows  satisfactory  results  for  1915. 
The  number  of  subscribers  has  increased  from  27,057  in  1914  to  35,408 
at  the  end  of  1915,  and  the  total  consumption  of  current  amounted 
to  168,770,971  kw.-hr.  in  comparison  with  145,327,130  kw.-hr.  in  1914. 
Since  only  a  few  new  connections  were  made,  the  augmented  con- 
sumption of  current  was  principally  due  to  the  highly  increased 
activity  of  industrial  life  in  Upper  Silesia.  In  spite  of  some  exten- 
sions and  new  buildings  in  1915,  the  works  can  now  hardly  supply 
the  demand,  and  a  further  considerable  increase  of  their  capacity  u 
planned. 
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The  total  receipts  from  electric  current,  rent  of  meters,  etc., 
amounted  to  $1,571,431  ($1,614,609  in  1914) ;  the  total  expenditures 
for  fuel,  wages,  repairs,  etc.,  amounted  to  $623,595  ($591,460  in 
1914),  and  the  surplus  was  $947,836  ($923,049  in  1914)  for  1915. 

Since  the  available  funds  of  the  corporation  are  low,  the  directory 
proposed  to  increase  the  capital  stock  by  $714,000,  issuing  2,500  shares 
at  ^85.60,  entitled  to  only  half  of  the  amount  of  dividend  for  1916. 
An  investment  of  $3,618  was  made  in  the  Silesian  Narrow  Gauge 
Railway  Co.,  while  $47,600  was  put  aside  for  the  electric  works  at 
Sosnowice,  Russian  Poland. 

NEW  IODINE  FACTOBY  IN  VIASIYOSTOE. 

[Consul   John   K.   Caldwell,   VladiTostok,   Siberia ;    translation   from   Dalekaya   Okratna, 

May  18.] 

Last  year  the  Russian  Colonization  Department  commissioned  Mr. 
Melnikoff,  in  charge  of  drug  stores  at  Tomsk,  to  come  to  Vladivostok 
to  study  the  conditions  of  seaweed  gathering  in  the  Far  East.  Mr. 
Mehiikoff  was  in  Vladivostok  for  over  two  months,  and  during 
that  time  visited  almost  the  whole  shore  line  of  Peter  the  Great  Bay. 
He  considered  the  peasant's  method  of  gathering  the  seaweed,  un- 
productive and  harmful,  the  ses^weed  being  torn  up  by  the  roots. 
The  Colonization  Department  proposed  using  divers  to  cut  the 
Seaweed,  but  that  proved  unnecessary,  because  the  weed  does  not 
grow  farther  than  50  feet  from  the  shore  line. 

Mr.  Melnikoff  has  again  arrived  in  Vladivostok,  this  time  to  erect 
an  iodine  factory,  for  which  the  Colonization  Department  has  as- 
signed $60,000.  It  has  been  decided  to  construct  the  factory  on 
Nahodka  Bay.  Eight  hundred  boats  have  already  been  ordered; 
the  gathering  of  seaweed  will  be  effected  by  means  of  hooks. 

During  the  summer  of  1916  it  is  intended  to  gather  and  work 
not  less  than  8,064  long  tons  of  seaweed. 

Yestei:day  Mr.  Melnikoff  went  to  Khabarovsk  to  procure  permits 
to  gather  seaweed  to  the  north  of  Povorotni  Cape. 

BBITISH  COLUMBIA  LOAN  TO  AID  BAILWAT. 

IConsnl  R.  B.  Moslicr.  Victoria,  June  19.] 

Under  authoi-ity  granted  in  an  act  passed  by  the  last  British  Co- 
lumbia Legislature — ^the  British  Columbia  Loan  Act — which  enables 
the  Province  to  borrow  $10,000,000  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
Pacidc  Great  Eastern  Railway,  bonds  to  the  value  of  $2,000,000  will 
be  floated  at  once,  so  that  this  railway  may  complete  its  line  through 
to  Prince  George,  B.  C.  It  is  stated  that  the  loan  will  be  floated 
at  a  rate  to  cost  the  Province  5.60  per  cent.  The  bonds  are  to  be  sold 
through  eastern  Canadian  houses,  and  in  all  likelihood  will  be  dis- 
posed of  in  New  York. 

The  act  empowers  the  Provincial  Government  to  advance  $6,000,000 
to  the  Pacific  Great  Eastern  Railway  to  complete  work  already  un- 
dertaken. The  acquisition  of  the  $2,000,000  will  permit  work  to  be 
done  on  the  railway  immediately. 

Men  have  been  sent  north  to  Clinton,  B.  C,  and  from  that  point 
tracklaying  will  be  rushed  ahead  along  the  grade.  By  fall  the  steel 
will  be  into  Prince  George.  The  company  will  require  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  for  the  work,  which  includes  bridge  building,  etc.,  and  the 
resumption  of  the  enterprise  will  prove  a  boon  to  the  district  through 
which  the  line  runs. 
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TASSISQ  METHODS  EHPLOTED  DT  PHIIIPPIHX8. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  Ua7  2.1 

The  place  held  by  leather  in  the  trade  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
has  grown  year  by  year.  The  local  tanneries  turned  out  approxi- 
mately $900,000  worth  of  leather  of  all  classes  during  the  past  year. 
At  the  same  time  the  importations  of  leather  amounted  to  $1,27^802. 
In  1914  the  importations  amounted  to  $1,557,324.  The  marked 
annual  increase  in  the  use  of  leather  goods  of  various  kinds  in  the 
islands  has  stimulated  local  interest  in  the  production  of  the  raw 
material. 

Comparatively  speaking,  the  islands  can  not  become  great  pro- 
ducers of  leather  even  with  a  vast  improvement  in  the  methods  of 
tanning,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cattle.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  beef  consumed  in  the  Philippines  is  imported,  and  a  still 
larger  proportion  of  the  imports  comes  in  cold  storage.  This  'situa- 
tion is  likely  to  continue  unchanged  until  some  effective  way  is 
found  to  eradicate  the  cattle  diseases  of  the  country  and  permit  the 
raising  of  beef  cattle  here. 

A  survey  of  the  islands  for  data  relating  to  the  tanning  industry 
has  been  made  recently,  and  this  has  thrown  more  light  on  the  leathei; 
trade's  progress.  The  number  and  distribution  of  tanneries  in  the 
islands  and  their  production  for  the  past  year  were : 


Prorlnces. 


Manlb 

Bolaoan 

Iloilo 

(ebu 

I'angasinan ...... . 

Albay 

I!oco3  Norte 

llocosSur 

.\mb03  Camarioss 

Rlial 

Tayabas 


Tan- 

Number 

neries. 

ol  bides. 

8 

39,050 

11 

36.000 

3 

5,929 

4 

4.401   , 

11 

2,600 

4 

1,320 

37 

1,130 

13 

1,114 

3 

270 

1 

2S0 

2 

250 

Prorinces. 


Batangas... 
Zomboanga.. 
Nuera  Ecija 

Sonoeon 

Antique 

Cavlte 

Cagayan 

Capiz 

Total. 


167 


Tan- 

Number 

neries. 

ol  hides. 

19 

230 

1 

216 

4 

164 

1 

UO 

2 

70 

4 

6S 

17 
22 

u 

98,345 


Boots  and  Shoes  Constitute  Kore  Than  Half  of  Leather  Imports. 

The  annual  imports  of  leather  and  manufactures  of  leather  now 
average  a  little  more  than  $1,000,000  in  value.  Of  this  amount  over 
60  per  cent  is  made  up  of  boots  and  shoes. 

In  the  local  market  the  average  prices  for  leather  in  piece  run  as 
follows:  Leather  from  Philippine  cattle  tanned  in  the  Philippines, 
$6.50  to  $10;  leather  from  Australian  cattle  tanned  in  the  Pnilip- 
pines,  $8  to  $12 ;  leather  imported  for  soles,  $20  to  $50.  Hides  for 
the  manufacture  of  leather  are  usually  sold  by  the  piece  in  the  mar- 
kets. Those  from  Australian  cattle  are  sold,  on  an  average,  for  $8: 
those  from  Chinese  cattle  and  native  cattle  at  an  average  price  of 
$5.  In  many  of  the  Provinces  where  hides  are  available  only  occa- 
sionally, they  may  be  bought  for  $2.50.  In  many  places  no  use  what- 
ever is  made  of  the  hides.  Occasionally  dried  nides  are  shipped  to 
Hongkong  or  India  for  the  manufacture  of  glue.  The  natives  do 
not  understand  the  preservation  of  hides  by  the  use  of  salt  and  brine, 
and  shipments  often  reach  the  tannery  in  a  state  of  putrefaction  more 
or  less  advanced,  through  lack  of  care.  During  the  past  four  or  five 
yeara  considerable  quantities  of  green  or  untanned  nides  have  been 
received,  almost  exclusively  from  China. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMKBCB  BKFOBTS.  89 

Ktaciwe  mad  Camameblle  Barks  TTied. 

The  only  tanning  materials  used  in  the  Philippines  are  the  man- 
grove and  camanchile  barks.  These  are  exceedingly  abundant  at  pres- 
ent and  sell  for  about  $12  per  ton.    The  mangrove  is  not  used  ex- 
tensively outside  of  Manila.    The  Filipinos  generally  seem  to  prefer 
the  camanchile.    The  best  results  are  said  to  be  obtained  by  a  com- 
bination of  the  two.    The  preference  of  the  Filipino  tanners  for 
camanchile  has  caused  a  slight  rise  in  its  price.    Although  the  tree 
grows  in  almost  every  part  of  the  islands,  it  is  not  cultivated.    The 
annual  consumption  of  its  bark  for  tanning  purposes  is  approxi- 
mately 1,500  tons.    The  fear  is  expressed  by  some  that,  inasmuch 
as  no  effort  is  made  to  cultivate  the  tree,  and  it  has  a  tendency  to 
die  when  despoiled  of  a  considerable  amount  of  bark,  the  supply  of 
tan  bark  from  this  source  may  soon  be  exhausted.    The  camanchile 
bark  gives  a  dear  color  to  leather.    An  analysis  of  a  well-dried  speci- 
men shows  the  following  results :  Nontannins,  9.41  per  cent ;  tannins, 
25.36  per  cent. 

In  tne  climatic  conditions  of  the  Philippines  it  is  found  that  solu- 
tions of  camanchile  bark  readily  ferment  and  decompose,  losing  their 
tanning  properties  and  giving  off  an  offensive  odor.  Experunents 
have  shown  that  the  addition  of  a  small  amount  of  carbolic  acid  is 
desirable.  The  camanchile-bark  solutions  contain  an  irritating  mat- 
ter that  appears  to  affect  the  eyes  of  workmen  in  tanneries,  causing 
also  a  swelling  of  the  eyelids.  Many  other  barks  in  the  Philippines 
contain  varying  amotmts  of  tannins,  but  none  in  sufficient  quantities 
to  be  of  commercial  importance. 

Xodem  Kethods  TTsed  in  Attempt  to  Improve  Industry. 

Owing  to  the  primitive  methods  employed  in  Philippine  taimeries 
and  the  poor  results  obtained,  an  effort  is  being  made  to  improve 
the  industry  by  the  introduction  of  modern  methods.  It  is  hoped 
that  by  these  methods  an  improved  output  may  be  obtained  without 
the  investment  of  more  capital  at  present.  An  expert  tanner  recently 
made  a  survey  of  the  tanneries  in  the  neighborhood  of  Meycauayan, 
Bulacan  Province,  taking  thes6  as  typical  of  the  Philippine  plants. 
The  tanneries  of  tnis  region  consume  the  hides  from  the  Government 
slaughterhouse  at  Sisiman,  some  hides  imported  from  Hongkong,  and 
also  some  carabao  hides.  The  last  mentioned  are  very  hard  to  tan, 
owing  to  their  thickness.  Usually  these  are  divided,  the  outer  part 
being  tanned  and  the  rest  sold  for  the  manufacture  of  glue.  Where 
the  hide  as  a  whole  is  tanned,  the  process  is  usually  so  incomplete 
that  the  inner  portion  decays,  giving  the  leather  an  offensive  odor. 
The  leather  so  tanned  is  of  a  very  poor  quality  and  is  not  serviceable 
in  making  shoes. 

When  uie  skins  are  received  in  the  tannery  they  are  allowed  to  stand 
in  the  water  for  about  eight  hours.  The  edge  of  a  small  river  is  uti- 
lized for  this  purpose  at  Meycauayan.  The  skins  are  usually  fastened 
together  in  lots  of  from  17  to  20.  From  the  water  they  are  removed 
to  a  vat  of  lime.  These  vats  are  constructed  in  lines^  with  10  to  20 
in  a  row,  of  ordinary  Guadalupe  stone  and  lime,  without  roofs  or 
other  protection.  Each  vat  is  approximately  6.5  by  3  feet,  with  a 
depth  of  about  2.5  feet.  A  bundle  of  about  20  hides  is  put  into  each 
vat,  which  contains  26  liters  (1  dry  quart=1.1012  liters)  of  lime  and 
sufficient  water  to  jQU  the  vat.    The  lime  and  water  are  mixed,  and 
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the  undissolved  pieces  of  large  size  are  strained  out  by  means  of  a 
cane  sieve.  The  hides  are  put  into  the  vat,  doubled  longitudinally 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  hair  is  on  the  outside.  They  are  laid  one 
upon  another  in  this  way  until  the  vat  is  full,  and  are  left  in  this 
lime  bath  for  10  to  15  days.  During  this  period  they  are  examined 
three  or  four  times  and  moved  about  in  the  vat,  so  that  the  hides  first 
at  the  bottom  are  later  at  the  top  of  the  vat.  The  length  of  time 
for  the  bath  is  determined  by  the  looseness  of  the  hair  and  the  swell-, 
ing  of  the  sldn.    The  lime  water  is  used  but  once. 

After  the  lime  bath  the  hides  are  taken  to  the  river,  where  the  hair 
is  removed  and  the  flesh  side  of  each  hide  is  scraped  with  a  dull 
knife.    To  remove  all  traces  of  the  lime,  the  hides  are  allowed  to 
remain  some  hours  in  the  water. 
Waste  Parts  Sold  for  Kannfactnre  of  Olne. 

The  scrapings  of  flesh,  small  particles  of  the  hide,  and  all  the  waste 
parts  of  the  hide  except  the  hair  are  thrown  into  receptacles  where 
they  are  mixed  with  a  small  amount  of  lime,  pressed  into  cakes,  dried, 
and  sold  for  the  manufacture  of  glue.  These  cakes  are  usually  sold 
for  $4.50  per  picul  (139.44  pounds).  The  receipts  from  this  source 
in  local  tanneries  are  usually  divided  between  the  tanner  and  his 
laborers. 

The  vats  in  which  the  tanning  liquid  is  placed  are  made  of  stone 
and  ordinary  masonry  and  extend  a  short  distance  above  the  ground. 
Over  them  is  a  large  roof  without  walls.  They  are  approximately 
6  by  4  feet  and  3  feet  deep.  In  each  one  20  hides  of  Chinese  or 
Philippine  cattle  or  17  hides  of  Australian  cattle  may  be  placed  at 
one  time  for  tanning  purposes.  For  this  number  of  hides  about 
1,100  pounds  of  camanchile  bark  cut  into  small  pieces  is  soaked  in 
about  400  gallons  of  liquid  for  three  days.  This  liquid  is  usually 
made  up  of  two  parts  well  water  and  one  part  of  tanning  liquid 
once  used.  At  the  end  of  three  or  four  days  the  bark  is  separated 
from  the  liquid  in  which  it  has  been  soaking.  The  bottom  of  the 
vat  is  first  covered  with  a  layer  of  the  bark  that  has  been  soaked. 
Then  a  hide,  doubled  longitudinally,  is  laid  with  the  hair  side  down 
upon  this  layer  of  bark,  the  upper  fold  of  the  hide  being  supported 
in  the  hands  of  the  workman.  Another  layer  of  bark  is  placed  over 
the  half  of  the  hide  that  rests  on  the  bottom  of  the  vat,  and  the 
upper  fold  of  the  hide  is  brought  over  to  rest  on  the  second  layer 
of  bark.  The  process  is  continued  until  the  vat  is  filled.  Then  the 
liquid  is  poured  into  the  vat  until  the  hides  are  submerged. 

Xneading  Employed  as  Part  of  Process. 

During  the  first  four  days  of  the  process  of  tanning,  the  hides  are 
removed  once  a  day  from  the  vat  to  be  kneaded  by  the  process  in 
which  the  workmen  walk  over  them  and  tramp  them  with  the  bare 
feet.  After  each  laieading  period  the  hides  are  returned  to  the  vat 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  first  instance.  The  kneading  is  thought  to 
make  the  tissues  more  susceptible  to  the  absorption  of  the  tannin  and 
to  prevent  putrefaction  in  the  hides.  It  is  sometimes  done  five  or  six 
times  when  conditions  are  thought  to  require  it.  If  the  hides  are 
not  sent  to  the  markets  immediately  after  the  tanning  process  is 
completed,  they  are  usually  left  in  vats  containing  old  tanning 
liquid,  where  they  are  kept  sometimes  for  several  years.  When 
needed  for  the  roprket,  they  are  first  taken  to  the  river  or  other  wash- 
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ing  place  and  cleaned,  and  are  then  stretched  by  means  of  bamboo 
frames  and  left  to  dry.    Once  dry  they  are  sent  direct  to  the  market. 

Experts  who  have  examined  the  tanneries  at  Meycauayan  have 
reached  the  conclusion  that  putrefaction  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to 
improper  care  in  the  matter  of  disinfecting  and  keeping  the  vats 
clean  during  the  process.  It  is  also  believed  that  the  water  used  is 
impregnated  with  substances  which  tend  to  produce  or  hasten  putre- 
faction. Experiments  have  been  made  in  one  of  the  Filipino  tan- 
neries, giving  special  attention  to  the  cleanliness  and  thoroughness 
of  all  the  processes,  and  a  good  grade  of  leather  has  been  produced. 
In  this  experiment  water  from  an  artesian  well  was  used,  and  the 
hides  were  thoroughly  cleaned  after  each  step  in  the  process.  The 
first  application  of  tanning  liquid  to  the  hides  was  weak,  so  that  it 
would  not  tan  the  surfaces  before  the  tannin  had  had  time  to  pene- 
trate to  the  inner  portion. 

Probably  the  quality  of  leather  produced  in  the  Philippines  will 
not  be  iniproved  for  a  long  time  to  come,  and  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  produce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  any  grade  to  supply  the  local 
demand  or  compete  successfully  with  the  imported  article. 

[A  previous  review  of  the  tanning  Industry  of  the  Philippine  Islands  was 
published  in  Coumebce  Repobts  for  June  28,  1915.] 


AITESICAK  COHSULAB  OFFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
iurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Kob^,  Japan 

Aug.  16 
July  14 
Aug.  10 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.O. 

Roland,  Iowa. 

HttnniisATi .  B.  li 

Ooteborg,  Sweden 

Patrs!!,  Greece 

BuddersBeld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

Cooke  A  B                    

121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
J-unenburg,  Vt 

Hftl^  y  p    ,   ,                

Flshw   Fred  D     .            

Aug.    5 
Sept.    1 

Albany,  Oreg. 
CaiToUton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Pa. 

FBIUAIIY  EDTrCATION  IN  SIBEBIA. 

[Consal  John  K.  Caldwell,  Vladiyostok,  Asiatic  Kussia,  May  29 ;  translation  from  Daleliaya 

Olcratna.] 

The  Department  of  Education  at  Petrograd  recently  issued  statis- 
tical tables  which  show  the  status  of  primary  education  in  Euro- 
pean Russia  and  Siberia  at  the  beginning  of  1915.  On  January  1, 
1915,  the  number  of  schools  in  Siberia  was  5,190,  of  which  538  were 
in  towns  and  4,652  in  villages.  The  number  of  schools  in  the  various 
sections  were  as  follows :  2^730  in  the  western  Siberian  district,  1,751 
in  the  eastern  Siberian  district,  and  709  in  the  Priamur  District. 
The  Provinces  with  the  largest  number  of  schools  were  Tomsk 

il35),  Transbaikal   (57),  Akmolinsk  and  Tobolsk   (55  each),  and 
rkutsk  and  the  Maritime  Province  (51  each). 
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BAUXITE  FBODTTCTION  DT  BEITISH  ANB  BUTCH  GUIANA. 

[Consul  George  R  Cbamberlln,  Georgetown,  May  31.1 

Activity  in  exploring  for  bauxite  in  British  and  Dutch  Guiana 
has  been  marked  in  the  past  two  years.  Bodies  of  this  mineral  have 
been  found  in  both  colonies,  and  the  prospects  of  those  engaged  in 
the  industry  are  believed  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  A  syndicate 
which  establishes  a  worldng  agreement  has  been  formed,  from  13,000 
lo  14,000  acres  of  land  have  been  purchased,  mining  rights  over 
6,000  acres  secured,  and  application  made  to  the  Government  of 
British  Guiana  for  the  lease  of  three  tracts  of  Crown  land  of  500 
acres  each.  All  of  these  tracts  are  on  or  near  the  Demerara  River, 
jn  the  vicinity  of  Wismar,  Christinburg,  and  Three  Friends,  from 
05  to  80  miles  above  Georgetown.  Other  deposits  are  known  to  the 
local  government,  and  application  has  been  made  for  particulars 
S.S  to  the  location. 

Active  operations  have  been  commenced  in  Dutch  Guiana,  but  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  the  leases  for  Crown  lands  required  in 
British  Guiana  have  not  yet  been  approved  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, to  which  they  were  referred,  no  active  development  has  been 
undertaken  in  this  colony. 

The  extent  of  the  deposits  of  bauxite  in  Dutch  Guiana  is  not 
known,  but  they  are  believed  to  be  fully  as  extensive  as  those  of 
this  colony.  Some  of  the  known  deposits  are  located  as  follows:  At 
Oncribo,  ±*ara  Creek,  Surinam  Kiver;  at  Eena  Eeu  Creek,  Portorico, 
on  the  Surinam  River;  on  the  Cotteca  River;  on  the  Marechals 
branch  of  the  Surinam  River. 

American  citizens  are  not  prevented  by  the  laws  of  either  colony 
from  acquiring  prospecting  and  mining  rights  for  minerals,  but  in 
British  Guiana  only  British  subjects 'can  acquire  rights  for  min- 
eral oil. 
Regrulations  Governing  Concessions  or  Leases. 

Mining  concessions  or  leases  of  Crown  lands  in  British  Guiana, 
for  99  years  or  under,  may  be  obtained  for  any  area  on  payment  of 
$10  with  the  application  and  an  annual  rental  of  20  cents  per  acre, 
payable  in  advance  on  April  1  of  each  year.  The  concessions  are 
suitable  in  cases  where  the  work  to  be  carried  on  is  of  a  permanent 
nature  and  necessitates  the  expenditure  of  large  capital,  as  they  are 
not  open  to  automatic  revocation  for  nonpayment  of  rental  nor  are 
they  liable  to  be  "  jumped,"  as  an  ordinary  claim  license  is  liable  ' 
every  June. 

The  terms  and  conditions  under  which  mining  concessions  are 
ordinarily  granted  for  gold,  silver,  and  valuable  minerals,  or  of 
precious  stones  are  in  part: 

The  Iiolclor  of  tlio  concession  shall  diligently  explore  such  land  for  gold,  sil- 
ver, etc.,  unless  he  has  permission  to  cease  work  from  the  Coramlssioner  of 
Lands  and  Mines  or  from  the  warden  of  the  district.  He  is  not  allowe<l  to  use 
the  land  for  other  purposes  without  the  \^Titten  sanction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Lands  and  Mines. 

The  holder  of  the  concession  shall,  as  often  as  required,  furnish  true  aud 
proijer  returns  and  statistics  or  other  particulars  of  the  operations  to  be  car- 
ried on  and  the  results  thereof. 

The  boundary  lines- must  be  kept  clearly  marked  and  the  name  boards,  hav- 
ing marked  thereon  the  name  of  the  holder  of  the  concession,  its  number,  date, 
and  area,  properly  pat  up^ 
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Aboriginal  Indians  are  allowed  the  right  to  camp,  hunt,  and  traverse  ttie  land 
of  the  concession.  Acceptance  of  rent  or  royalty  can  not  be  pleaded  as  a 
waiver  of  tbe  right  of  the  Commissions:  of  Lands  and  Mines  to  enforce  the 
obaervance  of  the  conditions  of  the  concession,  or  of  the  right  of  the  Oovernor 
in  Oonncil  to  cancel  the  concession  for  any  breach  thereof. 

FermluiOB  Kay  be  Graated  for  Hallway  Constmctioii. 

Pamlsslon  may  be  granted  to  any  person  or  persons  to  construct  a  railway 
across  or  through  any  portion  of  the  land  comprised  In  the  concession,  without 
any  right  to  the  holders  to  compensation  or  abatement  of  rental. 

It  any  part  of  the  land  is  required  for  the  purpose  of  any  township,  village, 
road,  canal,  railway,  railway  station  and  approaches  thereto,  or  tramways,  etc., 
the  Commissioner  of  Liands  and  Mines  may  give  three  months*  notice  In  writing 
that  such  part  will  be  required,  and  such  part  of  the  land  shall  cease  to  be 
included  in  the  concession,  and  the  holder  thereof  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
any  abatement  of  rent  or  compensation. 

At  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  the  concession  is  granted,  or  sooner  If  tlie 
concession  is  canceled,  he  shall  deliver  peaceable  possession  of  the  land  to  the 
Cofflmissioner  of  Lands  and  Mines,  and  shall  remove  all  tools  and  appliances 
within  a  specified  tUne. 

AH  concessions  have  to  be  surveyed  at  the  cost  of  the  applicant  by  a  qualified 
surveyor.  The  cost  of  €rOvernment  survey  la  10  cents  per  acre,  together  with 
the  actual  cost  of  the  work  and  taking  the  surveyor  to  and  from  the  spot 

All  disputes  arising  under  the  regulations  are  settled  by  the  warden  of  the 
district  in  which  they  arise,  and  only  the  Supreme  Court  has  the  power  to  set 
aside  a  warden's  decision  after  appeal  has  been  made  against  It. 


EXPORTS  FBOM  BITTCH  EAST  UTOIES  TO  TTHITED  STATES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  exports,  with  the  quantity, 
from  the  Netherlands  India  to  the  United  States  during  the  first 
quarters  of  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


Ancamts pounds. 

Bunboo  iaxs niunber 

Cusia pounds.. 

Cassia  vers do.. 

Qmnical  pndocts  . .  .do. . 

doves. do.. 

Ooe« do.. 

Oocoa do 

CdBN do... 

Coin do.... 

ouch  (Manila) do... 

Damar do... 

Damardust do — 

rVbtr do... 

Oambier do 

(Trass  (pandan)  hats,  num- 
ber  

Graandnnts   (peanuts; 
pounds.. 

Qmn  btt^amin do 

Oom  copal do 

Outta  l^niOuing do 

Ontta  peroba do — 

Bides  (buSalo   and    cow) 
pieces.. 

Jdotong pounds. 

Kapok! :..do... 

Kapolc  (Uanfla) do.... 

Maw do... 

Malia do... 

Mats places. 

Nutmeg pounds. 

OB: 

CitrooelU   or    essential 

pounds.. 

Cooonnt do. 


Jan.-Har., 
ItlS. 


301,280 

13,673 

351,512 


e9,;39 


84,844 
2,853,598 


735,586 

24,'!81 

1,  SCO,  058 


229,020 

136,932 
2,080 
277,910 
22,293 
102,637 

19,808 

12,138 

1,470,289 


3,400 
92.178 
50,000 
199,233 


12,024 
178,672 


Jan.-Uar., 
1916. 


67,184 
191,958 
363,702 


1,752 

3,850 

36,585 

79,976 

477,733 

6,800 

2,992 

560,934 

48,962 

1,703,422 

70,298 

99,120 

218,797 

2,011 

430,796 


161,165 

67,439 

1,013,994 

3,100.721 

27,203 

47,929 


53,512 


82,103 
1,407,845 


Articles. 


OOs— Continued. 

Fusel pounds. 

Kaijoepoeti liters. 

BCauanga pounds. 

repner: 

Black do... 

WUto do... 

Potash do... 

Quinine  (Manila) do... 

Rattan do. . . 

Rubber do... 

Sago  Dour do . . . 

Sewing  machines  (Manila) 

number. 

Shells: 

Green  snail... pounds. 

Motlior^)(-pearl .  .do. . . 

Tortoise do... 

Skin.s: 

Deer 

Goat .".do 

Lizard do 

Slieep do 

Enake do 

Tapiora  llake pounds.. 

Tapioca  (lour do  ... 

Tapioca,  pearl do 

Tapioca  residue do 

Tapioca  seeds do 

Tapioca  siftlngs do 

Tea do 

Tin do.... 

Wax,  paraffin do 

Wood: 

Ebony do 

Sandal ...do 


Jan.-Mar., 
1015. 


1,782 
102,272 


1,012 
104,  ns 
703,115 


105 

8,969 


200 
134,683 


32,600 


176,076 
5,586,990 


€9,108 


09,707 

3,134,921 

74,900 


J8n.-Mar., 
1916. 


334,077 
2,550 
1,738 

7,678,n2 
384,891 

■  31,702 
12,228 

1,402,759 

7,171,626 
COS,  200 

714 

46,445 

121,240 

17,680 

2,000 

■;07,826 

5,933 

26,309 

753 

571,948 

12,155,965 

29,493 


43,500 
44,550 

127,679 
6,008,226 

266,560 

€8,816 
€4,480 
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NEW  CAfi  FOB  FISH  DISTBIBUTIOV. 

The  new  Bureau  of  Fisheries  car,  constructed  at  Wilmington,  Del., 
arrived  at  Union  Station,  Washington,  July  1.  The  car  was  deliv- 
ered to  the  bureau  and  accepted  in  May,  but  has  since  been  at  Wil- 
mington for  the  installation  of  special  equipment  preparatory  to 
being  placed  in  commission.  A  crew  of  five  men  has  been  assigned 
to  the  new  car,  transferred  from  one  of  the  old  wooden  cars. 

The  car  is  entirely  of  steel  and  is  thoroughly  insulated  by  the  latest 
improved  method  to  insure  against  heat  and  cold.  It  has  a  length 
of  60  feet  i  inch  over  ends  of  body  plates,  and  a  standard  width  of 
10  feet.  The  weight  of  the  car  with  equipment  is  180,000  pounds  and 
is  designed  to  carry  a  load  of  35,000  pounds. 

The  car  is  specially  designed  for  carrying  live  fishes  long  distances. 
In  the  center,  running  lengthwise  on  each  side,  are  insulated  tanks 
with  a  total  capacity  for  130  ten-gallon  cans  in  which  the  fish  are 
held.  During  transportation  the  fish  will  be  furnished  with  oxygen 
and  fresh  water  by  means  of  air  and  water  pumps,  operated  by  a 
G-horsepower  steam  boiler.  The  boiler  will  also  furnish  heat  to  the 
car,  but  in  addition  to  this  independent  heating  system  the  usual  train 
attachment  for  heating  from  the  locomotive  is  provided. 

Tanks  for  carrying  a  reserve  water  supply  are  located  beneath  the 
car,  and  an  ice  box  of  a  capacity  of  1  ton  of  ice  provided.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  fish  the  car  is  fitted 
with  living  accommodations  for  a  crew  of  five  men,  a  cook's  galley, 
an  office,  and  a  space  for  a  dining  table. 

Fish  are  distributed  by  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  every  State  of 
the  Union,  some  10,000  individual  applications  being  filled  annually 
in  addition  to  the  large  public  plants  of  the  so-called  commercial 
species  in  the  Great  Lakes  and  coastal  streams  of  the  seaboards. 
This  phase  of  the  bureau's  work  has  grown  to  enormous  proportions, 
and  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  49  species  were  propa- 
gated, these  including,  in  addition  to  fishes,  the  lobster  and  several 
species  of  economically  valuable  fresh-water  mussels.  The  total 
output  of  these  was  over  four  and  a  half  billions,  which  were  planted 
in  every  State  and  Alaska.  Some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  of  distributing  fish  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  it  involved 
637,716  miles  of  travel,  of  which  146,544  was  by  the  bureau's  special 
cars  and  the  remainder  by  car  messengers. 

Solely  by  reason  of  these  fish-cultural  operations  and  similar  activi- 
ties on  the  part  of  tlie  States,  the  supply  of  trout  and  other  game  and 
food  fishes  in  streams  and  small  lakes  is  being  maintained  and  in- 
creased, the  whitefish  of  the  Great  Lakes  is  holding  its  own,  the  shad 
in  certain  waters  is  being  saved  from  extinction,  and  the  effects  of 
exhaustive  fisheries  for  the  Pacific  salmon  and  certain  marine  fishes 
arc  being  offset.  As  a  result  of  transplanting,  the  Atlantic  shad  and 
striped  bass  are  abundant  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  former  are 
being  shipped  back  in  large  numbers  to  supply  the  markets  of  the 
East.  Certain  depleted  salmon  tivers  of  Maine  recently  have  been 
planted  with  humpback  salmon  from  the  Pacific  coast,  and  small 
runs  of  breeding  fish  already  have  appeared  in  .several  of  these 
streams,  indicating  that  the  nearly  exterminated  Atlantic  salmon 
may  be  replaced  by  a  worthy  successor,  better  able  to  cope  with  the 
new  conditions  in  the  streams  incident  to  industrial  development. 
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SUPPLIES  FOS  HAIIAH  TECHNICAL  TRADES. 

[Vice  Consul  Ulrases  J.  Bjrwatcr,  Borne,  May  20.] 

Information  has  been  sought  regarding  the  market  in  this  consular 
district  for  electroplating  supplies,  felt  for  washers  and  castings, 
"glassite,"  powdered  glass,  and  steel  wool.  In  general  there  is  not  a 
large  market  in  the  district  for  supplies  for  technical  trades,  as 
Bome  is  not  a  commercial  or  industrial  center.  Local  dealers  obtain 
such  supplies  from  the  large  importing  and  distributing  houses  at 
Genoa,  Milan,  and  Turin,  and  very  rarely  import  direct.  On  ac- 
count of  the  difficulties  in  connection  with  an  attempt  to  deal  direct 
with  a  number  of  small  merchants,  American  manufacturers  would 
probably  find  it  more  satisfactory  and  profitable  to  enter  the  Italian 
market  through  a  general  agent  situated  either  at  Genoa  or  Milan. 

It  would  probably  be  possible  to  find  a  ^ood  market  for  felt  for 
printing  purposes  in  this  district,  as  there  is  a  general  shortage  of 
such  materials.  Although  felt  is  manufactured  to  some  extent  in 
northern  Italy,  the  production  is  insufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
country,  and  considerable  quantities  were  imported  before  the  war. 
Steel  wool  should  have  a  large  market  here  if  properly  introduced, 
as  it  is  an  article  which  can  find  general  use  for  household  and  in- 
dustrial purposes.  Such  household  articles  were  imported  in  very 
large  quantities  into  Italy  before  the  war,  but  the  source  of  supply 
is  now  cut  off. 
Sbonld  Vte  Italian  Language  and  Metric  System. 

In  communicating  with  dealers  here,  the  Italian  language  should 
be  used  and  all  weights  and  measurements  should  be  given  in 
metric  terms.  In  general,  printed  matter  in  English  is  useless  in 
this  country  and  a  short  description  in  the  Italian  language  of  the 
articles  offered  is  worth  far  more  than  booklets  or  catalogues  in 
a  language  which  is  not  understood.  Prices  should  be  quoted  f .  o.  b. 
New  York  or  other  Atlantic  seaport,  as  the  Italian  importer  is  not 
in  a  position  to  ascertain  freight  rates  between  inland  centers 
and  the  seaboard.  If  possible,  it  would  also  be  advisable  to  give 
approximate  but  not  binding  rates  between  the  American  and 
ItaUan  ports. 

At  present,  most  of  the  foreign  commerce  is  on  a  cash  basis  but 
if  much  business  is  desired  in  this  country  Americans  must  be  pre- 
pared in  the  future  to  grant  credit  terms  of  two  or  three  months. 

[Lists  of  electroplating  and  mctal-workinR  plants,  dealers  in  and  agents  for 
automobile  accessories,  dealers  in  and  agents  for  newispaper  and  lithogi'apliers' 
supplies,  and  dealers  in  and  agents  for  household  articles  in  the  Rome  con- 
sular district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77784.] 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hev  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Customhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Balldlng;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Hational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  OiBce  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
aerce;  Ciacinnatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  R.  0.  &  T.  P. 
Ay.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
neree;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
Ky.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOBEIOH  XBASE  OPFOBTTJNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  bo  obtained  from  the  BorMiu  and  Its  dlatrtet  ofllcea.  Reqneit 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportnnUy  namker. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  na  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Paper,  No.  21746. — A  firm  of  dealers  in  tj'pewriters  and  office  supplies  .In  tbe 
Far  East  requests  an  American  consular  officer  to  place  it  In  toucli  witli 
American  manufacturers  of  writing  and  printing  paper,  typewriting  and 
manifolding  paper,  wrapping  and  paclcing  paper,  manila  covers,  etc.,  in 
accordance  with  samples  which  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  77720.)  American  manufacturers  should 
submit  samples  with  their  quotations. 

Barrels,  No.  21747. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  America  reports 
that  a  man  desires  to  receive,  as  early  as  possible,  quotations,  f.  o.  b. 
New  Yorlr,  on  Icnoclidown  barrels,  with  and  without  Inscription,  as 
follows:  1,000  barrels,  capacity  200  liters;  200  barrels,  100  liters;  and  200 
barrels,  50  liters.  (1  liter  equals  .2642  gallon).  Barrels  may  be  consigned 
in  care  of  a  local  bank.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents  at  destina- 
tion. Barrels  are  desired  for  storing  sugar-cane  brandy.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  Spanish. 

Pharmaceutical  products,  machinery,  etc.,  No.  21748. — ^The  representative  of  a 
company  recently  organized  in  France  for  the  purpose  of  developing  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  desires  to  enter 
into  direct  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  pharma- 
ceutical products,  moving-picture  films,  electric  magnetos,  machinery,  etc. 
A  complete  list  of  the  articles  desired,  together  with  further  information, 
references,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 

Chloride  of  lime.  No.  21749. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports 
that  an  importer  Is  in  the  market  for  wholesale  quantities  of  chloride  of 
lime.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.  Cash  will  be  paid  against 
documents.  Commercial  references  will  be  furnished  upon  i-equest.  It  is 
stated. 

Machinery,  No.  21750. — A  firm  in  Chile  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires,  to  receive  catalogues,  prices  and  terms,  on  a  small  spinning 
frame  for  wool  and  necessary  additional  machinery  for  the  needs  of  a 
small  knitting  mill.  Further  equipment  will  probably  be  ordered  later. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Keferences  can  be  furnished,  it  is 
stated.    Shipping  weight  and  cubic  measurements  should  be  given. 

Sctcino  machines,  etc.,  No.  21751. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
writes  that  a  firm  wishes  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  of  household  articles  of  all  kinds,  and  toys;  sewing  ma- 
chines; agricultural  machinery;  separators  for  milk  and  cream;  glass 
bottles  and  vases,  and  paper  and  parclmient  of  all  kinds. 

Confectionery,  No.  21752. — A  retail  dealer  in  confectionery  In  the  United  King- 
dom informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  enter  into  busi- 
ness relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  confections,  such  as  are 
sold  in  the  average  candy  store. 

Offlce  supplies,  etc..  No.  21753. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Denmark  re- 
ports that  a  man  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  pencils, 
pens,  office  supplies,  tools,  sewing  thread,  etc. 

Sportinif  goods,  vacuum  bottles,  etc.,  No.  21754. — A  firm  in  South  Africa  ad- 
vises an  American  consular  officer  tliat  It  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  collapsible  go-carts,  vacuum  bottles,  fishing  tackle,  boxing 
gloves,  etc. 

ShioA-c  stack  nozilrs.  No.  21755. — A  shingle  manufacturer  In  Canada  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manu- 
facturers of  snioke-stnck  nozzles. 

irt'iic.?.  No.  21750. — An  American  consular  officer  In  China  reports  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  exporters  of 
table  wines,  both  red  and  wiiite,  boltle<l  and  in  cask. 
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BRITISH  OOVEBHMEirr  REQUISITIONS  LEATHER. 

(Cablegram  from  .\merican  cooRnl -^nernl  at  London,  dnted  July  0.) 

Notice  is  given  that  War  Office  intends  to  take  possession  of  all 
bends  of  10  pounds  weight  arid  upward  from  English  or  imported 
hides,  all  classes  including  butts,. which  will  be  calculated  as  two 
bends;  all  medium  and  heavy  shoulders,  square  or  witli  cheeks,  from 
Engli&h  or  imported  hides  of  all  classes.  Bale,  removal,  or  secretion 
of  these  materiiils  without  War  Office  consent  constitutes  an  offense. 


DCPORTATIOH  OF  TOBACCO  DTTO  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

ICobleicram  from  .\mericim  Consul  Oeneral,  London,  July  B:] 

A  license  has  b^n  granted  to  the  British- American  Tobacco  Co. 
to  iini>ort  American  tobacco  during  the  year  commencing  June  1  to 
the  extent  of  four  times  the'  quantity  of  such  manufactured  tobacco 
(plus  10  per  cent  for  loss  in  weight)  that  was  exported  from  the 
United  Kmgdom  by  this  company;  during  the  three  months  ending 
March  31,  1916.  A  condition  of  the  license  is  that  leaf  tobacco  shall 
be  imported  in  neutral  ^ips  not  usually  trading  with  United  King- 
dwn  and  that  cargo  space  not  usable  for  tobacco  shall  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  British  Government'  for  carrying  munitions  or  other 
goods  at  current  rates.  A  further  condition  is  that  any  manufac- 
turer of  tobacco  for  export  maV  obtain  siniilar  license  on  furnishing 
to  the  Department  of  Import  "Restrictions  prior  to  July  15  a  state- 
ment showing  the  quantity  of  tobacco  impm'ted  by  the  applicant 
during  the  quarter  ending  March  31  and,  license  having  been  issued, 
the  tobacco  must  be  carried  in  ships  provided  by  the  British-Ameri- 
can Tobacco  Co.  at  the  rate  paid  by  the  company  for  transporting 
its  own  tobacco,  namely  $3.50  per  100  pounds  (in' hogsheads)  and 
$1  per  100  pounds  (in  tiercesT.  These  licenses  are  distinct  from 
hcense  granted  imptM-ters  for  the  importation  of  one-third  of  quan- 
tity imported  during  1915.  The  British- Aiherican  Tobacco  Co.  will 
make  arrangements  as  far  as  possible  to  accommodate  the  goods  of 
other  manufacturers  on  reasonable  notice  in  Jjondon  or  Terminal 
Shipping  Co.,  Baltimore. 

[For  p^ious  notices  regarding  British  Import  restrictions  on  tobacco,  see 
C«MHEBCE  Reports  for  Jan;  31,  Feb.  17  and  19,  Mar.  7,  and  May  19,  1916.] 
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IKPOBTS  Ami   EXPOBTS  BT  COUriBIES  FOB  HAT. 

The  total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to 
each  of  the  principal  countries  during  May  and  the  11  months  ended 
with  May,  1916,  compared  with  corresponding  periods  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  have  just  been  made  public  by  the  bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  as  follows: 


Oraod  dirblon  snd  coOBtry. 


Mootb  of  May— 


19M 


191S 


11  months  ended  with  Uay- 


1M6 


U15 


niFOBTS  noM: 


Grand  dlvtolof 

Europe 

North  Amarkk . 
South  Ameria.. 

Asia 

Oceania 

Africa 


Total. 


Prhiclpal  countries— 

Aostrla-Bongary 

Belgium , 

France , 

Qermany ; , 

Italy 

Natnerlands 

Norway , 

Rosaia  in  Europe , 

Spain , 

Sweden , 

Switierland 

United  Kingdom w 

Canada 

Uexioo 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Bradl 

Chile 

China ; 

British  East  Indies 

Japan , 

Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

Philippine  Islands 

Egypt 


IXPOBTS  to: 


Grand  divisions — 

Europe 

North  Amerca.. 
irouth  America. 

Asia 

Oceania 

Africa 


Total. 


Principal  countries— 
Austria-Hungary . . 

Belgium 

Denmark 

France 

Oermany 

Greece 

Italy 

NetWiands 

Norway 

Russia  in  Europe . 

Spain 

Sweden 

Unitel  Kingdom  . 

Canada 

Central  America . . 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Aigentlaa 

Bracfl 

Cblla. 


tS8, 787,208 
«7, «(»,«» 
36,6118,410 
48,167,49s 
11,031,980 
6,709,965 


ttt,S74,4S2 
60,262,333 
19,084,607 
19,699,682 
8,110,867 
2,863,010 


1648,918,863 

S2I,6UC601 

348,808,099 

381,73»,eei 

89,670,123 

60,406,996 


ta69,7«e,7B 
423,017,911 
286, 279, 174 
221,064,908 
47,006,123 
20,376,703 


229,188,957 


142,284,851 


1,962,088,073 


1,516,474,600 


06.03* 
127,003 
278,739 
463,413 
317,  f85 
£47,665 
584,960 
121,074 
271,296 
845,124 
100,066 
499,416 
923,790 
613,963 
478,087 
462,424 
289,743 
641,869 
093,867 
315,983 
782,161 
809,892 

9fis,ata 

011,U63 


449,926 

117,917 

6,394,430 

3,172,taO 

4,403.833 
2,447,.Si9 

41'.,  348 

1,03»,858 

628, 517 

1,665,456 

21,766,266 

11,603.871 

8,247,684 

25,036,046 

5,047,896 

6,176,708 

2,265,722 

5,262,616 

5,173,343 

7,962,591 

6,523,106 

1..^31.730 

l,9iM.297 


1,389,242 
1,, 326, 126 
91,951,739 
1.1,145,428 
.W,  8,13.703 
31,166.4*8 
0, 452, 368 
3,271.467 
21, 568,  283 
10,072,  ,'iOO 
19,402.123 
275,693,573 
185.148.408 
88,637,400 
195,599,489 
101,100,448 
120,859,788 
54,138,624 
63,540,552 
151,399.400 
131,748,368 
CO,  972, 236 
25, 386, 709 
32,348,527 


9,688.185 
16,171,140 
71,807,011 
89,644,831 

a,ss4,7ai 

29,906,004 

16,366,030 
10,816,088 
17,961,804 
233,217,564 
144,708.832 
09,286,463 
163,6n,607 
06,136,353 
90,673,060 
13,718,000 
36,989,063 
75,171,488 
91,376,816 
24,183,104 
21,797,018 
16,854,318 


330,537,786 
75,610,781 
17,734,454 
38,924,711 
9,662,228 
2,421,295 


201,142,655 
41,829,080 
11,976,058 
9,562,842 
7,426,375 
2,281,132 


2,686,692,437 

657,888,266 

160,664,110 

236,268,786 

91,514,104 

38,263,384 


1,789,947,601 
430,437,742 
85,670,807 
100,823,000 
68,2a,MS 
25,024,680 


474,881,255 


274,218,142 


3,870,161,066 


2,600,041,994 
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2,570,194 

4,465,774 

77,814,417 


2,614,044 

24,164,842 
6,182,133 
4,745,232 

30,768,160 

3,125,371 

2,006,123 

166,840,683 

49,687,105 
4,729,348 
4,660,780 

12^701,000 
6,110,411 
4, 737,  IS 
2,986,066 


18,745 

868,541 

4,935,960 

49,713,434 

400 

787,888 

11,483,346 

13,024,086 

2,072,509 

0,718,538 

6,161,171 

4,343,307 

08,672,348 

25,658,287 

3,M1.1M 

3,010,614 

7,U4,Sa 

t,m,mt 

31186,006 
1,138,136 


152. '129 

18,"33.'.>18 

61.44U,tSl 

665,429,170 
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29,.128,II49 
244,770,172 
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l,38'.,:.ii,-;T7 
«.5,S38,(« 
tS,  481,96 
44,724,113 
115,032,16 
18.469,7110 
»;,029,Sltt 
31,623,411 


1,238,660 
19,078,600 
75,485,701 
326,289,744 
28,861,607 
22,664,611 
169,63^816 
136,U6,2C7 
37,087,485 
13,810^018 
36,006,673 
76,101,110 
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Grand  diTisian  nnd  conntiy. 

Uontb  o(  Uay- 

11  months  ended  with  May— 

1916 

WIS 

1816 

1815 

KxroKTs  TO — coatlnaed. 
FrtDCinl  oountries-CanUnuad. 

82,892, 738 
2,281,814 
8,884,376 

21,248.081 
6,700,764 
2,783.918 
1,400,743 

n,  147. 144 
1,200,125 
3,708,555 
1,174.885 
5.200,402 
2,132,387 
1,518,687 

$21,6,W,(»5 
22,353,286 
65,1B1,W1 

106,330^11 
68,903,'Sog 
21,362,286 
25,346,941 

tl4,522,670 

Brfitfii  Hfin  IiKlhn 

14,331  243 

Jano 

37,007.425 

RnsitetnAste      

19,654,786 

Anstnlteand  New  Ztakuid. 

46,157,701 
22,124,341 

PhmnnhM  I<l«n<1< 

British  AMcB 

15,888,915 

CEHSTTS  OF  FLOVH-MILL  AND  OBISTHILL  INDUSTBY. 

A  summary  of  the  general  results  of  the  1914  census  of  manufac- 
tares  for  the  flour-null  and  gristmill  industry  has  been  issued  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census.  Reports  were  i-eceived 
from  10,787  establishments  which  did  merchant  grinding  during 
1914,  the  products  of  which  were  valued  at  $875,496,013.  At  the  cen- 
sus of  1909  there  were  reported  11,691  establishments,  with  products 
valued  at  $883,584,405.  The  consumption  of  wheat  by  flour  mills 
and  gristmills  increased  from  496,480,314  bushels  in  1909  to  543,- 
970,038  bushels  in  1914,  and  that  of  rye  from  11,503,969  bushels  in 
the  earlier  year  to  12,748435  bushels  m  the  later.  The  number  of 
bushels  of  oats  ground  remained  practically  stationary  at  50,227,050 
in  1914.  In  the  case  of  other  grains  the  figures  show  marked  de- 
clines. The  consumption  of  corn  decreased  &om  209,281,237  bushels 
in  1909  to  180,115,704  bushels  in  1914.  This  probably  may  be  ac- 
coimted  for  by  the  increased  use  of  this  grain,  bv  establishments 
other  than  flour  mills  and  gristmills,  in  the  manufacture  of  break- 
fast foods  and  of  prepared  foods  for  animal  consumption. 

SPABISH  WHEAT  ASH  COBN  IHFOBTS  IN  AFBII. 

ICongnl  General  Car!  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcolonn,  June  12.] 

According  to  statistics  published  by  the  Director  General  of 
Customs,  Spain's  imports  oi  wheat  during  April,  1916,  totaled  38,238 
metric  tons  of  2,204.0  pounds  each,  a  decrease  compared  with  tlie 
previous  month  of  over  9,000  tons.  With  the  exception  of  3,700  tons, 
this  wheat  came  from  the  United  States,  nearly  half  being  from 
Galveston.  About  28,000  tons  were  discharged  at  Barcelona,  the 
rest  going  to  other  Spanisli  ports.  There  were  6,322  metric  tons  of 
com,  chiefly  of  South  American  origin,  received  at  Barcelona  and 
other  Spanish  ports  during  the  same  month. 

BlTOy  LIST  FOB  FIBST  LIOHTHOTJSE  DISTBICT. 

A  buoy  list  for  Maine  and  New  Hampsliire  (First  Lighthouse 
District)  has  been  published  by  the  LTnited  States  Lighthouse 
Service,  corrected  to  May  1,  1916.  The  list  includes  all  aids  to  navi- 
gation maintained  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  service  in  that 
district.  These  aids:  are  lighthouses,  lighted  beacons,  light  vessels, 
lighted  buoys,  fog  signals,  and  unlighted  beacons  and  buoys  of  all 
deaCriptiohs.  A  copy  of  the  publication  may  be  obtained  free  of 
ebarge  by  any  shipmaster  or  pilot  on  application  to  the  Division  of 
PubUcations,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  X^.  i 
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OOHSTBV€TXeH  WQtBK. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosario,  May  31.] 
Irrigtttion  Works  in  Argentina. 

By  a  decree  of  May  19,  1916,  the  Argentine  Gtevemment  has  ap- 

? roved  a  new  project  to  substitute  that  approved  on  June  18,  1914, 
or  the  construction  of  a  dam  on  the  Conlara  River  to  furnish  water 
for  irrigation  works  at  Santa  Rosa,  San  Luis.  The  change  in  plans 
consists  in  the  use  of  masonry  and  concrete  instead  of  metallic  prod- 
ucts, which  it  has  proved  impracticable  to  secure  from  Europe.  The 
decree  mentions  that,  with  the  exception  of  cement,  all  the  materials 
now  required  can  be  procured  in  the  country.  The  new  pr<^ect 
provides  for  an  expenditure  of  approximately  $42,000,  and  is  to  be 
executed  directly  by  the  Direction  General  of  Irrigation  (Direccion 
General  de  Irrigaci6n,  Buenos  Aires) . 

It  may  be  recalled  in  this  connection  that  the  law  provides  that  all 
contracts  for  supplies  must  be  made  after  a  preliminary  call  for 
tenders,  except  where  the  contract  does  not  exceed  1,000  ^<dd  pesos 
($965).  In  certain  cases,  where  it  appears  advisable,  a  di&rent  pro- 
cedure may  be  followed,  but  in  this  case  the  authorization  of  the 
executive  power  eiven  by  the  ministry  as  a  whole  is  required.  On 
account  of  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed  for  presentation  of 
tenders  and  the  necessity  of  familiarity  with  procedure  in  such  cases^ 
it  is  difficult  to  secure  contracts  unless  the  manufacturer  is  repre- 
sented at  Buenos  Aires. 

A  decree  of  April  24,  1916,  authorized  the  Direction  General  of 
Irrigation  to  expend  $4,200  in  drawing  up  plans  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  dam  to  collect  the  waters  of  the  Rio  de  la  Punta,  Depart^ 
amento  de  Castro  Barros,  La  Rioja. 

AV8TBALIA. 

Three  New  Kailways  in  South  Australia. 

According  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  three  new  lines  of  rail- 
way are  projected  in  South  Australia.  The  Hanson-North  Boobo- 
rowie  line  will  be  24  miles  in  length,  of  5-foot  3-inch  gauge,  using 
60-pound  rails.  The  total  estimated  cost  is  $880,000,  of  which  $48,000 
will  be  for  rolling  stock. 

The  proposed  Willunga-Yankalilla  Railway  will  be  23  miles  long, 
of  5-foot  3-inch  gauge,  and  is  to  be  laid  with  60-pound  raUs.  The 
total  estimated  cost  of  construction  is  $1,941,000,  and  rolling  stock 
is  estimated  to  cost  an  additional  $97,000. 

The  Long  Plains-Port  Augusta  line,  145  miles  in  length,  will  cost 
$6,874,000,  of  which  $358,000  will  be  for  rolling  stock.  The  gauge 
of  this  line,  which  will  be  laid  with  80-pound  new  rails,  will  be 
5  feet  3  inches. 

GAHASA. 

[CoDsnl  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  Tune  14.1 

Conitrnctlon  of  a  Grain  Elevator. 

The  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  a 
cooperative  as80ciati<»i  of  western  grain  growers,  intends  shortly  to 
commence  the  c<Histructi<Hi  of  a  modem  grain  elevator  to  be  located 
on  a  site  that  it  purchased  on  the  bay  front  at  P<ni  Arthur,  Ontaim 
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The  total  capacity  is  to-  be  400,000  bushels.  The  storage  house  will 
be  built  of  steel  and  concrete  and  the  workhouse  of  wood.  Electric 
power  will  be  used  in  the  operation  of  the  plant.  The  approximate 
cost  is  said  to  be  around  $160,000. 

At  present  this  company  is  operating  outside  elevators  under 
leases,  and  it  is  planned,  as  these  leases  expire,  to  add  to  the  above 
proposed  initial  plant  until  it  has  sufficient  capacity  to  meet  its 
requirements. 

JTAf  AHESE  lEASXS  TEKKITOKT. 

[Vice  Conmil  E.  R.  Dickover,  Dalren,  Manchnrla,  May  31.] 

BvlUiag  Activity  at  Port  Arthur. 

The  Manchuria  Daily  News  of  May  9  states  that  building  activity 
at  Port  Arthur  Uiis  year  promises  to  be  the  liveliest  yet  known,  as 
the  proposed  operations  amount  to  about  $300,000.  The  principal 
investments  are : 

Completion  ot  half-finished  building  for  use  as  war  museum $50, 000 

Extension  of  «iglneerlng  college 40,000 

Construction  of  commercial  museum ; 30,000 

Construction  of  light  railway  line  between  Port  Arthur  and  Shuang- 

taowan 60, 000 

Repairing  of  buildings  at  New  Town 20,000 

Construction  of  slaughterhouse 15,000 

Extension  of  isolation  hospital ,_  10,000 


SUCCESSFUL  SIBEBIAH  HIHIirO  COMFAHT. 

(Consul  John  K.  Caldwell,  VladlToatok,  Asiatic  Bamla;  traiulation  from  Priamurskaya 
Vedomostl,  KbabarOTSk,  May  21.1 

The  Maritime  Province,  Siberia,  contains  deposits  of  silver,  lead, 
and  zinc,  the  working  of  which  began  in  1909.  A  concentrating  plant 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  $500,000  and  opened  in  1914.  It  proved  a  suc- 
cess, and  in  1914  the  output  consisted  of  90.66  tons  of  lead  concen- 
trates, averaging  about  71  per  cent  of  lead,  4.5  per  cent  of  zinc,  and 
1400  grams  of  sUver,  as  well  as  194.14  tons  of  concentrates,  containing 
33.5  per  cent  of  zinc  and  7  per  cent  of  lead.  According  to  official 
figures,  the  output  in  1915,  from  5  out  of  11  mines  belonging  to  the 
company,  amounted  to  over  30,000  tons  of  lead  ore.  The  undertaking 
is  iaereasing  its  output  each  year;  it  began  in  1909  with  only  97  long 
tons  of  silver-lead  ore  and  increased  the  output  in  1913  to  29,956  tons. 
In  1914  and  1915,  on  account  of  the  war,  the  output  was  smaller. 

The  comjjany  owns  11  deposits,  covering  an  area  of  over  2,635 
acres,  and,  in  addition,  a  gold  deposit,  covering  191  acres;  it  also 
rents  from  the  Government  1,350  acres  of  land  for  various  purposes. 
The  mines  are  equipped  with  180  buildings,  costing  $252,500 ;  a  con- 
centrator, costing  $500,000 ;  a  narrow-gauge  railroad,  23  miles  long, 
costing  $159,000 ;  an  aerii^  cableway,  costing  $29,500 ;  and  conveyors, 
wharves,  wagon  roads,  etc.,  costing  $18,000. 

As  the  greater  part  of  the  capital  invested  in.  this  enterprise  is  Ger- 
man, the  management  of  the  undertaking  is  intinisted  to  a  special 
board  of  temporary  managers. 

[The  name  of  the  mining  company  and  of  one  of  the  board  of  temporarif 
managers  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domeistic  Conimerck 
Mr  its  district  offices;   Refer  to  file  No.  77823.] 
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JTOBWEOXAV  OOVSBBMEn  rUWBBU^aSSQ  OBADT. 

[Cotimii  General  B.  Haldeman  DeanisoB,  ChiisUaaia,  Jane  5.] 

The  Norwegian  Government  at  the  beginning:  of  the  war  recog- 
,Dized  that  difficulties  might  arise  in  securing  sufficient  food  supplies 
for  the  country,  and  that  unless  steps  were  taken  at  once  to  prevent 
it  there  would  be  a  food  shortage  and  an  undue  rainng  of  prices. 
Accordingly,  on  August  18,  1914,  the  Government  authorized  the 
fixing  of  maximum  prices  with  adequate  machinery  for  preventing 
the  adoption  of  excess  prices.  A  special  food  commission  was  ap- 
pointed, with  its  headquarters  in  Christiania  and  branch  offices  m 
various  portions  of  the  country. 

PvnliMei  4rf  Fo«dsta<t — Pri«es  Obtaiaed. 

Idirge  purchases  of  grain,  flour,  sugar,  and  other  necessities  have 
been  made,  and  these  have  been  stored  by  the  commission  and  released 
to  private  dealers  only  when  their  stocks  became  low  or  prices  at 
which  the  articles  could  be  purchased  in  foreign  markets  became 
excessive.  Most  of  these  purchases  have  been  made  in  the  United 
States,  but  several  lar^  lots  of  corn  for  cattle  feeding  were  obtained 
from  Argentina  last  January.  In  all  12,000  tons  were  bon^t,  at 
prices  ranging  from  246s.  to  257s.  per  ton. 

About  hair  of  this  supply  has  been  disposed  of  to  wholesalers  at 
19  crowns  per  100  kilos.  In  other  words,  the  prices  paid  were  from 
2.72  to  2.84  cents  per  pound,  and  the  price  obtained  for  that  part  of 
it  which  was  sold  was  2.31  cents  per  pound,  indicating  that  a  consid- 
erable loss  was  incurred  by  the  commission.  This  loss,  however,  was 
somewhat  reduced  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  goods  were  paid  for  in 
British  currency,  which  at  the  time  was  considerably  below  the 
normal  rate  of  exchange  as  expressed  in  Norw^an  crowns. 

The  commission  carefully  watches  prices  of  grain  and  other  food- 
stuffs in  the  fm^ign  market  and  purchases  when  prices  seem  favor- 
able. It  has  in  ^ck  at  present  from  6  to  9  months'  supply  and 
hopes  eventually  to  increase  this  to  a  12  months'  supply,  althmii^ 
no  definite  decision  on  this  pcHnt  has  as  yet  been  arrived  at.  The 
commission's  powers  are  wide  and  include  the  control  of  coal  and 
coke  and,  in  fact,  any  other  necessary  commodity.  Private  dealers 
may  and  do  import  on  their  own  account,  but  the  fact  that  tha  com- 
missi(m  has  in  stock  such  large  supplies  that  may  be  immediately 
released  tends  to  steady  the  markets  and  kBq>s  prices  within  reason- 
able limits. 

Farohases  of  Ships  for  Transportintr  Food. 

In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  the  recent  purchase  of 
food  ships  by  the  Norwegian  Government.  Although  the  new  ship- 
ping tax  secures  some  compensation  to  the  nation  for  its  contribution 
(in  the  shape  of  high  prices)  to  shipping  profits,  the  tax  does  not 
reduce  freights.  Hence  as  an  alternative  to  requisitioning  ships  the 
Government  is  devoting  the  proceeds  of  the  new  tax  to  the  purchase 
and  maintenance  of  f4X>d  ships.  Three  6,000-ton  motor  ships  have 
already  been  acquired  and  the  18,000  tons  dead  weight  capacity  thug 
available  for  cheap  transport  of  necessities  has  already  done  xaadi 
to  ease  the  food  situation. 
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-  USR  OF  CHEexs  m  FRANCE: 

ICommerclal  Attacb«  C.  W.  A.  Vcditx,  I'arli.] 

The  Banque  de  France  is  urging  a  more  general  use  of  eheclts  in 
France,  where  to-day  the  checking  system  so  well  known  in  the 
United  States  is  hardly  used  at  all.  Practically  all  transactions  are 
settled  by  passing  bank  notes  from  hand  to  hand.  This  practice  has 
led  to  the  issuance  of  both  small  and  large  denominations  of  bank 
notes.  For  ordinary  daily  purchases,  etc.,  there  are  the  5,  10,  and  20 
franc  notes,  and  for  large  transactions  there  are  the  1,000-f ranc  notes. 

In  a  pamphlet  of  explanations  just  issued  by  the  Banque  de  France 
the  difficulties  of  the  present  French  system  are  well  pointed  out^- 
the  risks  of  error  in  counting,  the  risks  of  loss  and  of  theft,  and  par- 
ticularly the  surcharging  of  the  fiduciary  circulation  of  the  country 
jjy  the  fact  that  most  everyone  carries  about  in  his  pockets  either  a 
few  thousand  or  a  few  hundred  francs,  representing  for  the  whole  of 
the  country  a  sum  well  up  in  the  billions  of  francs,  which  is  dead 
capital,  unemployed.  Then  follows  a  full  description  of  the  use  of 
checks  as  known  in  America — opening  of  the  account,  issuance  of 
check  books,  correct  form  of  checks,  etc.  One  feature  described  in 
the  pamphlet  is  somewhat  different  from  the  American  method :  In 
order  to  protect  adequately  the  drawer  of  a  check  that  is  to  be  sent 
through  the  mails  to  another  city,  and  therefore  subject  to  special 
risk  of  loss,  the  drawer  can  trace  across  the  face  of  the  checK  two 
parallel  lines  (barres  transcersales),  by  which  sign,  imder  the  terms 
of  the  new  laiw,  the  check  can  be  made  negotiable  only  at  a  bank, 

which  bank  bec<Hnes  responsible  for  any  payment  to  a  wrongful 

holder. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  French  Minister 

of  Finance  announces  that  hereafter  payment  made  by  the  French 

Government  will  be  largely  by  check,  and  that  arrangements  will  be 

introduced  whereby  private  establishments  can  make  payments  to  the 

Government  by  check. 

BANK  OF  BBAZn  OBAlTrS  LONOES  BISCOUITTS. 

[Commercial  AttacM  WUUam  C.  Downs,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  31.] 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Banco  do  Brasil,  held  at  Rio  de  Janeiro 
on  May  24,  1916,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Federal  Government, 
section  4  of  article  5  of  its  statutes,  granting  power  to  discount  bills, 
was  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

To  discount  bills  of  exchange,  promissory  notes,  and  other  commercial  pai)er 
to  order  and  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fonr  months,  gnaranteed  by  at  least  two 
firms  of  known  responsibility  in  the  marlcet  of  Rto  de  Janeiro  or  the  markets  of 
its  branches  or  agencies.  To  discount  drafts  or  bills  of  tlie  Federal  or  State 
treasuries,  pledges  of  the  mint,  and  drafts  of  fiscal  agencies  payable  in  this 
capital.  Willie  the  Portfolio  of  Emissions  is  not  in  operation,  the  term  of 
fonr  months  of  this  provision  may  be  extended  to  sis  months,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  directorate.  By  exception,  there  may  be  dlscomited  bills  of  excliange 
and  promissory  notes,  guaranteed  by  two  firms,  only  one  being  located  in  the 
place  if  they  are  drawn  on  firms  of  good  repute  against  merchandise  or  against 
confirmed  credits. 

The  amendment  was  oflScially  approved  by  the  President  of  Brazil 
May  31,  1916. 
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BftAZniAN  CATTLE  BABOHO  ABB  UEF  EXPORTS. 

[Consul  Oenetal  Alfred  L.  Moreaa  OottBCfaalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  20.] 

As  mentioned  in  former  reports  from  this  office,  the  questi<»s  of 
the  production  of  cattle  and  exportation  of  refrigerated  beef  ham 
been  the  subject  of  a  general  agitation  throughout  Brazil  for  some 
time  past. 

There  is  a  decided  feeling  in  the  country  at  present  that  its  eco- 
nomic future  would  be  brighter  were  its  interests  more  diversified — 
if  it  did  not  depend  so  much  upon  ruU)er  or  coffee  or  yerba  mat^  or 
some  one  popular  product  which  may  be  a  source  of  much  income  at 

S resent  out  which  is  subject  to  econ<Mnic  disturbances  with  the 
actuations  of  £he  foreign  markets,  and  which  is  always  threatened 
with  the  danger,  at  home,  of  orerconfidence  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
ducers and  of  consequent  overproduction. 

Demand  for  Xefrigerated  Beef — ^Future  Lands. 

The  increased  demand  in  the  world's  markets  for  refrigerated 
beef  at  this  particular  juncture  in  Brazil's  finances  has  been  of  con- 
siderable financial  aid.  The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  availabI^ 
pasture  for  cattle  in  those  countries  where  the  influx  of  iiie  home- 
steader has  greatly  limited  the  range,  the  large  demand  of  the  war- 
ring European  nations  for  refrigerated  meat,  and  otiier  causes  have 
convinced  the  B^^izilians  of  the  fact  that  their  country,  whose  extent 
is  as  great  as  that  of  the  United  States  exclusive  of  Alaska,  pos- 
sesses all  the  requisites  for  the  establishment  of  a  flourisixing  cattle 
industry. 

Vast  tracts  of  land  have  for  many  years  been  devoted  to  cattle 
raising.  Particularly  in  the  more  temperate  south,  a  type  of  Bra- 
zilian has  been  evolved  which  is  in  many  respects  that  or  the  Ameri- 
can cowboy,  and  the  life  of  the  cattle  ranch  makes  a  strong  appeal 
to  many  Brazilian  young  men  of  the  out-of-doors  type. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  cattle  in  Brazil,  but  thus  far  no  com- 
plete census  has  been  made.  Incomplete  figures  were  transmitted 
at  the  close  of  last  year.  [See  Commekce  Eepobts  for  Jan.  24, 1916.] 
The  native  stock,  commonly  known  as  gado  crioulho,  or  **  creole  cat- 
tle," is  said  to  be  excellent,  in  fact,  to  be  as  good  as  if  not  better  than 
the  original  native  type  of  the  Bio  de  la  Plata,  upon  which  the  cattle 
industry  of  Argentina  has  been  built.  The  Brazilian  stock  contains 
a  considerable  influx  of  East  Indian  Zebu  bloody  notably  heavy  im- 
ports of  the  Zebu  having  been  made  at  various  tunes  in  tiie  effort  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the  Brazilian  animal. 

Bales  to  be  Followed  to  Improve  the  Cattle  Industry. 

The  Brazilian  cattle  industry  has  a  bright  future,  provided  the 
proper  attention  is  directed.    Some  of  the  requirements  are: 

1.  Care  in  not  yielding  to  the  incentive  of  making  ready  money 
by  exportation,  and  ther3)y  depopulating  herds  of  the  animals  best 
fitted  for  reproduction.  Legislation  with  a  view  to  conservation  in 
this  respect  is  contemplated. 

2.  Development  of  the  pasture  by  the  introduction  into  the  various 
regions  of  Brazil  of  grasses  suitable  to  the  climate  and  other  condi- 
tions. This  problem  is  a  serious  one  in  a  country  covering  as  maiur, 
degrees  of  latitude  as  Brazil,  and  it  is  probable  considerable  expen- 
m(>nts  must  be  made  before  adequate  pasture  grasses  are  found  for 
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each  and  all  of  tbe  varying  cattle-raising  climates  of  the  country. 
While  the  industry  of  exporting  meat  may  seem  at  present  centered 
in  the  south  of  Brazil,  there  is  no  reason  why,  with  irrigation  and 
the  introduction  of  proper  grass  seeds,  vast  stretches  of  country  in 
the  center  and  the  north  of  the  Republic  should  not  be  valuable 
cattle  ranges,  which  regions,  in  spite  of  the  disadvantages,  have  for 
generations  been  raising  and  are  raising  cattle  in  great  numbers. 

3.  The  occasional  inlmsion  of  foreign  bloods  suited  to  the  various 
latitudes,  climates,  aiid  soils  of  the  country,  and  the  creation  of 
Government  stations  where  stud  animals  could  be  kept  for  the  use  of 
farmers. 

The  Federal  Government  of  Brazil,  although  working  against 
manjr  difficulties,  has  been  able  to  establish  a  Federal  service  of 
cattle  inspection  which,  although  it  is  not  yet  perfect,  is  yielding 
results  and  is  daily  strengthening  its  hold  upon  the  country  at  large. 
Xke  tint  Heat  Shlpmeat — PaoUnff  Xatablislmients. 

The  actual  ezportatitHi  of  refrigerated  beef  from  this  country  be- 
gan in  November,  1914,  with  a  shipment  out  of  the  port  of  Santos  to 
Great  Britain.  It  was  but  a  small  export  of  a  little  over  1,000  kilos 
(2^04  pounds),  valued  at  something  less  than  $300. 

Already  tb/am  are  numerous  meat-packing  establishments  (frigo- 
rificos)  in  the  country.  One  of  these  is  the  Frigorifico  dos  Caes  do 
Porto  in  Bio  de  Janeiro,  ooe  of  the  subsidiary  enterprises  of  the 
Brazil  Railway  System;  another  is  the  Frigorifico  at  Osasco,  a 
Brazilian  enletprise  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo.  There  are  numerotw 
awdler  ones  Ksropping  up.  llie  Continental  Products  Co.,  a  combi- 
natimi  of  the  ^u^birger  interests,  of  Chicago,  and  those  of  tin 
Brazil  Railway,  is  operating  sacce^fuUy  at  Barretos,  near  the  city 
of  Sao  Paulo. 

Exports  of  Sefrlgented  Xeat  in  Four  Xontlis. 

The  refrigerated  meat  exp<«is  during  the  first  four  months  of  1916 
amounted  to  6,228,209  kilos  (1  kilo=2.2  pounds),  compared  with 
345,513  kilos  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915.  The  value  of 
these  shipments  amounted  to  $1,210,005  and  $54,025,  respectively. 
The  ports  of  origin  of  the  exports  and  countries  of  destination  dur- 
ing toe  four  months  were  as  follows: 


QuanUty. 

Voluas. 

Itoi. 

"^«it- 

JVL-Apt., 

1M6. 

Jan.-Apr., 

msT 

Jsn.-Apr., 
lOHL 

roBsa  or  OBom. 
U»d*Jwtim. *.... 

KUot. 
tI5 

KOoi. 
1,6M,188 
4,684,073 

loz 

63,033 

8276,486 
034,619 

8hiw „^ 

Tuttl                                           .   1, 

34i,Sa 

6.2W,a» 

64,026 

1,210,006 

roMS  or  Mtnnunpit. 
Cnftod  BMm „ 

88,' 2m' 

1,1(16,M7 

2,470,746 

2,0»,48> 

681,434 

821,100 
800»07V 
401,000 
136,387 

••MX* ■. _.„. 

8,730 
46,383 
»l«7 

"^•IMWn.. _...  ,,j,,,. 

4n^Mt 

M5,SU 

•,338,300 

64,006 

1,310,006 

[A.  Mvort  <»  this  jerlced4)eefi  industry  of  soatbwn  Brasil  was  published  in 
1  ItBmts  for  Oct  5, 1915.1  r"  I 
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nST  OF  ASTICLES  UNBEB  IMPOBT  FBOHEBITION  IS  OBEAT 

BBITAIN. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  with  reference  to  the  articles  tl^f 
importation  of  which  into  Great  Britain  is  prohibited  at  the  present 
time,  the  following  list,  showing  all  products  now  subject  to  pro- 
hibition, has  been  prepared : 

Manufactures  of  aluminum;  automobiles,  automobile  chassis, 
motorcycles,  and  parts  and  accessories  of  automobiles  and  motor- 
cycles other  than  tires  (except  omnibuses,  ambulances,  and  motor 
vehicles  for  use  in  trade  or  agriculture);  baskets  and  basket  ware 
(except  of  bamboo) ;  metal  baths ;  beer ;  brooms  and  brushes ;  build- 
ing materials;  carpet  sweepers;  cash  registers;  casings,  bladders,  and 
sausage  skins;  cement;  chinaware,  earthenware,  and  pottery  (ex- 
cept cloisonne  goods) ;  cotton  yam  and  piece  goods,  and  other  manu- 
factures of  cotton,  except  hosiery  and  lace  (excluding  knit  under- 
wear);  cutlery;  unset  diamonds;  fatty  acids;  dried,  preserved, 
canned,  and  bottled  fruits;  furniture,  manufactured  joinery  and 
other  manufactures  of  wood,  except  lacquered  wares;  games;  hollow 
ware  and  hardware  (except  awl  blades,  bayonets,  bullet  molds,  caps 
ior  cartridge  making,  cartridge  cases,  hammers  and  hammer  beads, 
horse  clippers,  jacks,  percussion-cap  sliells,  pliers,  pulleys  and"  pul- 
ley blocks,  scythes  and  sickles,  shears,  spanners,  tools  for  carpenters, 
coopers,  joiners,  masons,  and  shipwrights,  edge  tools,  trenching 
struts,  and  brass  or  copper  tubes) ;  hops ;  horns  and  hoofs ;  ice ;  vege- 
table ivory;  lawn  mowers;  manufactures  of  leather  other  than  belt- 
ing, boots,  and  gloves;  machine  tools;  matches;  mangles;  moss  litter-; 
musical  instruments,  including  gramophones,  pianolas,  and  other 
similar  instruments,  and  accessories,  component  parts,  and  records 
therefor;  oilcloth;  paper  and  materials  for  the  manufacture  thereof, 
including  wood  pulp,  esparto  grass,  linen  and  cotton  rags ;  cardboard, 
including  strawboard,  pasteboard,  millboard,  wood-pulp  board,  and 
manufactures  of  paper  and  cardboard;  periodical  publications  ex- 
ceeding 16  pages  m  length,  imported  otherwise  than  in  single  copies 
through  the  post;  plants,  trees,  shrubs,  bulbs,  etc.;  playing  cards; 
salt;  sewing  machines;  soap;  spirits  and  strong  waters  of  ail  kinds, 
except  brandy  and  rum;  stones  and  slates;  stoves  and  ranges;  sugar; 
cigars,  cigarettes,  manufactured  and  unmanufactured  tobacco;  toilet 
articles  containing  glycerin ;  toys;  vacuum  cleaners;  vegetables 
(canned,  bottled,  dried,  and  preserved)  and  pickles;  woods  for  fur- 
niture, hardwood,  and  veneers;  wood  of  beech,  birchj  elm,  and  oak; 
manufactures  of  wool  and  worsted,  except  yams;  wringers;  yeast. 

In  the  case  of  all  the  foregoing  articles,  shippers  should  obtain 
definite  assurance  from  their  agents  or  consignees  in  Great  Britain 
that  the  necessary  import  license  has  been  obtained.  Applications 
for  such  licenses  should  be  made  by  the  British  importer  to  the 
Department  of  Import  Restriction,  64  Victoria  Street,  London,  and 
there  appears  to  be  nothing  which  American  manufactures  and  ex- 
porters can  do  to  facilitate  favorable  consideration  of  such  requests. 
According  to  recent  reports,  there  is  considerable  cbnf ilsiori  among 
British  importers  as  to  the  precise  scope  of  the  various  prohibitions, 
and  where  there  is  doubt  regarding  the  application  of  the  provisigns 
to  particular  articles,  it  is  highly  advisable  that  the  exporter  .bi^{<)re 
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making  shipment  obtain  from  tbe  consigiiee  assurance  that  no  im- 
port license  is  necessary  or  that  one  has  been  issued.  The  same  rule 
IS  to  be  observed  in  the  case  of  consignments  of  prohibited  goods 
which  were  contracted  for  previous  to  the  date  of  the  proclamation 
fortndding  their  importaticm,  but  which  were  not  actually  paid  for 
m  en  route  (i.  e^  delivered  on  board  the  ocean  steamship)  to  tiae 
United  Kingdran  on  that  date.  In  these  cases  a  decision  as  to  the 
admission  of  the  particular  consignment  should  be  obtained  by  the 
importer  from  the  proper  aothorities  before  shipment  can  safely  be 
made. 

[Notices  regarding  prt^bitions  on  qiecified  products  have  ap- 
peared in  CoiiMiBCB  REP(»tTs  from  time  to  time  since  February  15, 
1916,  and  new  provisions  of  this  kind  will  be  published  without  delay. 
As  stated  in  Comkerce  I^^ortb  for  June  18,  1916,  a  list  specifying 
the  articles  which  are  subject  to  the  import  prohibition  an  hardware 
is  OB  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 


7LAHS  TO  BEYEIOP  TTAUAH  KEBCHAITr  HABHTE. 

[Consul  General  David  F.  Wllber,  Qenoa,  June  10.] 

Very  active  interest  is  manifested  in  the  development  of  the 
Italian  merchant  marine.  The  present  inadequate  transportation 
facilities,  the  reduction  in  tonnage  caused  by  the  war,  and  the  large 
demands  for  increased  ocean  carriage  that  will  fellow  the  war  are 
contributing  factors  in  the  present  movement. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  a  limited  company  be  organized  for  seven 
years,  with  capital  of  500,000,000  lire  ($96,500,000),  of  which  two- 
fifths  would  be  subscribed  by  the  Government  and  the  remaining 
three-fifths  be  open  for  private  subscriptions.  The  shares  are  to 
be  divided  into  600,000  of  1,000  lire  each  ($193),  and  the  name  sug- 
ge^ed  for  this  company,  which  will  be  devoted  to  the  transportation 
of  goods,  is  "  Societa  del  Naviglio  Nazionale." 

The  projected  company  would  purchase,  construct,  and  renovate 
vessels  of  the  Italian  merchant  marine,  and  the  total  tonnage  pro- 
posed for  the  fleet  is  1,500,000  tons. 

Terms  of  Fajrmeat  for  Snbscriben  to  Bharet. 

One-fifth  of  the  normal  value  of  the  shares  is  to  be  paid  for  at 
the  time  of  subscription,  the  remainder  in  four  annual  payments, 
i-  e.,  one-fifth  each  year.  The  shares  are  to  be  in  the  names  of  tno 
subscribers.  Cargo  ships  in  private  hands  may  be  acquired  by  the 
company,  the  value  of  which  will  be  duly  considered  as  an  increase 
in  the  capital  privately  subscribed. 

(^  dosing  tike  accounts  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year  there  is  to  be 
no  distribution  of  profit  imtil  the  entire  amount  oi  the  capital  stock 
has  been  paid  in.  For  the  200,000  shares  subscribed  by  the  Govern- 
ment no  interest  shall  be  paid  until  the  private  subscribers  have 
received  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent.  When  all  the  shares  have  re- 
eeived  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent  and  there  remains  a  surplus  for  dis- 
trynition,  this  surplus  will  be  so  distributed  among  the  shareholders 
that  the  j>rivate  subscribers  wUl  receive  double  the  amomit  per 
diare  that  is  received  by  the  Government. 

(An  avtlde  relating  to  tbe  proUbltton  of  the  traasfer  of  Italian  shipo  to 
foKlgn  flags  and  giving  tbe  record  of  Italian  shipbuilding  for  tbe  past  yawr 
was  mibUsbed  in  Couuebce  Refosts  for  July  6, 1916.] 
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FOBEION  TASIFFS. 

ATTBTXAUA. 
Proposed  Tariff  Revision. 

The  Commercial  Attach^  at  Melbourne  has  transmitted  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  Australian  Interstate  Trade  Commission  contaior 
ing  its  recommendations  as  to  tariff  changes.  It  is  stated,  however, 
that  no  action  will  be  taken  on  the  report  imtil  the  return  of  the 
Australian  Prime  Minister  from  England.  As  this  commission  has 
made  an  exhaustive  study  of  various  Australian  industries  •  with 
reference  to  their  claims  for  tariff  protection,  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  its  recommendations  will  have  great  weight  with  tlie  Australian 
Parliament. 

The  report  recommends  the  restoration  of  the  rates  prescribed  by 
the  customs  tariff  of  1908-1911  on  a  large  number  of  products.  In 
very  few  instances  are  further  increases  proposed  in  the  high  duties 
imposed  under  the  new  tariff  provisionally  in  effect  December  4, 
1914,  although  it  is  recommended  that  these  higher  rates  be  retained 
on  many  articles  imported  in  considerable  q^uantities  from  the  United 
States.  If  the  suggestions  of  the  commission  are  followed,  the  new 
tariff  law  will,  therefore,  be  in  the  natui-e  of  a  compromise  between 
the  tariff  of  1908-1911  and  the  high  protective  duties  imposed  under 
the  temporary  tariff  now  in  effect.  [For  a  summary  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  tariff  law,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15, 
p.  39.] 

[The  schedule  of  proposed  duties  Is  oit  file  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Couiinerce,  and  Information  regarding  rates  on  specified  articles  ^vt^l 
be  furnished  upon  request.]  , 

JAPAK. 

[Consul  General  G.  H.  Sddmore,  Tokobama,  Mar.  7.] 
Tariff  Changes. 

A  bill  passed  by  the  Japanese  Diet  and  published  in  the  Japanese 
Official  Gazette  for  March  7,  1916,  provides  for  a  number  of  ttxritf 
changes  which,  according  to  later  information,  were  put  into  effect 
April  15,  1916.  The  following  articles  have  been  ad(kd  to  the  free 
list:  Scrap  ironj  certain  chemical  products,  including  tanning  ex- 
tracts ;  nickel  in  ingots  or  grains  and  nickel  waste  and  scrap ;  linseed, 
hemp  seed,  and  castor  beans.  The  reduced  rates  applicable  to  gas, 
'>.-troleum,  and  hot-air  engines  under  the  former  commercial  treaty 
between  Japan  and  Germany  have  been  restored,  as  have  the  lower 
rates  on  dynamos  combined  with  such  engines  of  total  weight  ex- 
ceeding 10,000  kilos,  also  in  effect  under  that  agreement.  The  duty 
on  glass  manufactures  of  fused  silica  has  been  reduced  from  40  to 
20  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Among  the  products  formerly  subject  to  specific  duties,  which  are 
now  dutiable  ad  valorem,  are  vaseline  in  packages  weighing  not 
more  than  1  kilo,  metal  construction  materials  (other  than  iron)  not 
specified  in  the  tariff,  iron  chains  not  more  than  0.5  kilo  in  wei^t, 
and  milling  cutters,  gear  cutters,  and  saws  for  machinery.  The 
increases  in  specific  duty  are  limited  to  the  following  articles:  Iron 
pipes,  welded,  not  exceeding  0.5  centimeter  in  inside  diameter;  bars 
and  rods  of  brass  or  bronze  for  steam  turbines;  citric  acid  and 
santonin. 
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Artidee  apetafied  in  the  foMowing  tariff  numbers  (as  shown  in 
Tariff  Series  No.  28,  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce)  have  been  affected  by  the  new  law :  Nos.  26,  29,  71,  72, 
78,  98,  113,  128,  181,  139,  141,  154,  160,  170,  181,  192,  208,  209,  211, 
216, 230,  244,  258,  457,  462,  468,  471,  484,  489,  514,  530,  565,  577,  579, 
580, 605,  612,  and  621.  Information  regarding  the  new  rates  on  such 
of  the  articles  grouped  imder  the  foregoing  numbers  as  have  been 
the  subject  of  tariff  changes  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

[An  article  regarding  the  recent  changes  in  the  Japanese  drawback 
srfaedule  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  18,  1916.] 

SPAIH. 
(Cansal  Oeneral  Carl  BaHer  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Apr.  22.] 
Iottpotte«eat  of  Tutf  Xevislon. 

According  to  the  Spanish  law  the  customs  tariff  is  to  be  revised 
every  five  years,  and  as  such  a  revision  took  place  in  1911  and  the 
present  tariff  went  into  force  January  1,  1912,  the  tariff  should  be 
revised  during  1916,  the  new  schedule  becoming  effective  January  1, 
1917.  In  April,  1915,  it  was  provided  by  royal  order  that,  owing  to 
the  oomplicati(«i6  arising  from  the  European  war,  revision  should  be 
postponed  and  that  the  tariff  commission  should  liinit  its  work  to  col- 
lecting information  regarding  classifications  before  the  end  of  1915.  In 
view  of  the  continuance  of  the  abnormal  c<Hnmercial  situation,  how- 
ever, and  the  probability  that  even  fundamental  provisions  may  have 
to  be  modified  at  the  close  of  the  war,  work  <m.  the  tariff  revision 
project  has  been  formally  suspended  by  a  royal  order  published 
April  20,  1916. 

mnOH  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
[Board  o(  Trade  Journal,  Apr.  13.1 
C«atiBaaa«e  of  Tariff  lacrease. 

Tbe  budget  law  introduced  in  the  Union  Parliament  March  31, 
1916,  continues  in  effect  the  increased  duties  on  various  articles  which 
have  been  in  force  since  March  5, 1915  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No. 
17,  p.  127).  The  new  law  provides  for  higher  specific  duties  on  per- 
fumed spirits,  liqueurs,  cordials,  and  niixed  spirits,  and  on  medicinal 
and  toilet  preparations  containing  over  3  per  cent  of  proof  spirits, 
although  the  alternative  ad  valorem  rates  on  these  products  have  not 
been  changed. 

ORAIir  ACBEAOE  IH  CANADA. 

[Uonetary  Times  of  Canada,  Toronto,  June  23.] 
It  is  estimated  by  the  Census  and  Statistics  Office  of  Canada  that 
the  area  devoted  to  oats  for  1916  is  10,499,500  acres,  as  compared 
with  11,365,000  acres  in  1915  and  10,061,500  acres  in  1914.  The 
area  sown  to  barley  is  estimated  at  1,317,500  acres,  as  against  1,509,- 
360  acres  last  year.  The  areas  sown  to  other  crops  are  as  follows: 
fiye,  109,000  acres,  against  1122300  acres  last  year;  peas,  159,200 
acres,  aj^inst  196,210  acres;  mixed  grains,  395,000  acres,  against 
466j800  acres.  The  acreage  under  hay  and  clover  is  reported  as 
7,908,000.  as  compared  with  7,875,000  last  year,  and  the  acreage 
trader  alnlfa  is  88,700,  ts  ciHnpared  with  92,600  last  year. 
(A  fnree— t  vt  the  Oanadlan  wheat  acreage  was  iwblisbed  la  Gommkbck 
for  Time  2T,  1918.]  rn,r^n]p 
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HeN&EONG  SHTPPiNG  BECOED  FOB  HAIF  CElTTtrBT. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Oiirlcton,  Hongkong,  China,  May  30.] 

The  Hongkong  Harbor  report  for  1915  carries  an  interesting 
diagram  of  tonnage  entered  at  Hongkong  from  1867  to  1915j  a  period 
of  48  years.  In  1867  the  entire  foreign  trade  of  the  port,  including 
all  foreign  ships,  junks,  and  steam  launches,  amounted  to  2,375,000 
tons;  in  1877  it  was  4,100,000;  in  1887  it  reached  6,325,000;  in  1897 
was  7,625,000;  and  in  1907  was  11,400,000.  The  highest  tonnage 
ever  reached  in  the  history  of  the  port  was  in  1913,  when  it  rose  to 
12,825,000;  in  1914  it  dropped  to  12,475,000,  and  in  1915  to  11,225,000, 
the  lowest  tonnage  entered  since  1907. 

In  respect  to  British  shipping,  the  tonnage  in  1867  was  700,000; 
in  1904,  6,600,000;  in  1909,  5,675,000;  in  1912  and  1913,  6,200,000; 
and  in  1915,  5,700.000.  The  German  shipping  increased  from  95,000 
tons  in  1867  to  1,300,000  tons  in  1906.  The  first  year  the  Japanese 
shipping  appears  in  the  Hongkong  returns  was  in  1880,  when  the 
tonnage  recorded  was  only  20.000.  For  three  years  the  tonnage  was 
below  20,000,  but  in  1889  it  rose  to  95,000,  and  in  1903  the  record 
shows  a  tonnage  of  925,000.  It  fell  to  35^000  in  1905,  during  the 
Russo-Japanese  War.  From  this  date  there  has  been  a  steady  in- 
crease in  Japanese  shipping,  and  the  maximum  tonnage  was  recorded 
for  1915  with  a  figure  of  2,275,000  tons. 

The  junk  traffic  in  foreign  trade  fluctuates  very  little.  The  ton- 
nage in  1867  was  1,400,000,  and  in  1915  it  was  1,500,000.  The  highest 
tonnage  record  was  1,850,000  in  1883. 

FOBTO  BICAir  PLANT  USED  BT  NATIVES  FOB  BTEINO. 

Samples  of  the  fruit  of  the  "  vi jao  "  plant,  which  grows  wild  over 
a  large  part  of  Porto  Rico,  have  been  forwarded  by  Special  Agent 
Garrard  Harris  of  the  Bui-eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
He  states  that  it  is  used  by  the  natives  as  a  source  of  dye  and  that 
an  ink  which  is  quite  fast  is  made  from  it.  The  vijao  plant  has  been 
identified  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  as 
Renealmia  exaltata  Linn.  f.  The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  reports 
that  the  seeds  of  this  or  a  very  closely  allied  species,  with  the  name 
"  Papatinga  "  attached,  were  received  in  December,  1915,  from  Brazil, 
with  the  information  that  they  were  used  for  purposes  similar  to 
those  noted  in  Porto  Rico.  Consul  General  Gottschalk,  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  also  reported,  in  an  article  published  in  Commebce  Reports 
for  May  1,  1916,  that  the  Uencalmia  exaltata,  known  as  fructos  de 
pacova,  and  furnishing  a  red  dye  of  exceptional  fastness,  was  found 
throughout  Brazil.  The  samples  mentioned  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  905. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Room  400  Vnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  toor 
XTnited  States  Cnstomhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonis,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  7ost°  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  lOflO 
Hibernla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  308  Vnited- States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  .of  .Coni'> 
merce;  Cincinnati,  Ch^imber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Ckn'l  Yii.  Agt,  C.  N.  0.  &  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Cjoiq- 
merce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Soutlieni 
Ey.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  C" r\r\c^\c>'^   '  '' 
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AMIRIITOAW  OeSSULAB  QWlCEMa  <m  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  fi^owing  Amerioui  consular  (^Bcers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  mil  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  nnd 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jvrisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  aA'ailable  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  argent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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SEIUNO  FBICE  OF  BACTEfilZES  FEAT. 

[Coiual  Rom  E.  HoUday,  Uanchester.  England,  June  1.] 

The  first  supplies  of  "  Humi^en,"  or  bacterized  peat,  manufactured 
by  the  miuiicipal  authorities  of  Manchester  under  the  patents  of  Prof. 
W.  B.  Bottomley,  have  just  been  offered  for  sale.  The  selling  price 
oiE  "Humogen"  has  been  fixed  by  the  city  authorities  (who  nave 
sole  control  of  the  output)  as  follows :  25  cents  for  a  3-pound  carton 
(postage  paid),  60  cents  for  28  pounds,  97  cents  for  56  pounds,  $1.82 
for  112  pounds,  $24.33  per  ton  (2,240  poimds),  and  $19.46  per  ton  for 
2-ton  lots  to  4  tons  in  bulk  at  the  works. 

Bemarkable  results  have  been  obtained  by  the  use  of  "  Humogen," 
but  tbe  manufacturers  for  the  present  have  stipulated  that  they  are 
unable  to  give  an  analysis  or  guaranty  of  the  fertilizer  in  any  way. 
They  are  desirous,  however,  of  distributing  "  Humogen  "  over  as  wiie 
an  area  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  be  tried  under  all  conditions  of 
soil  and  temperature. 

(Prerlous  reports  on  this  subject  were  published  in  Commebcb  Refobts  for 
Nov.  27  1915,  nnd  Feb.  12  and  16  and  Mar.  4, 1916.1 


HABKET  FOB  BELTDTO  IN  HABACAIBO. 

(Consul  Q.  K.  Donald,  Maracalbo,  Venezuela,  June  14.] 

There  is  a  market  for  leather  belting  in  the  Maracaibo  district, 
where  it  is  used  by  sawmills,  oil  mills,  electric-light  plants,  etc. 

The  sizes  kept  m  stock  by  the  principal  importers  of  this  article 
are  2  inches,  3  inches,  4  inches,  5  inches,  6  inches,  and  7  inches  wide. 

Imports  for  1913  were  valued  at  $3,714  and  for  1914.  $3,311.  Iii 
1913  the  United  States  supplied  belting  to  the  value  of  $1,813;  tbe 
Netherlands,  $1,874;  and  (Jermany,  ^7.  In  1914  the  purchases 
frwn  the  United  States  amounted  to  $2,906  worth ;  from  the  Nether- 
lands, $224;  Germany,  $47;  and  England,  $134.  For  the  first  six 
moniiis  of  1915  the  United  States  was  the  only  shipper,  supplying 
|S/»4  worth. 

tThe  names  of  the  principal  importers  of  belting  in  Maracaibo  can  be  obtained 
at  tbe  Bnreaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CJommerce  or  its  district  offices.    Befar 
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FOBEION -TBADE  OFPOBTTTHITIES. 

ReserTCd  addrcssis  ma;  be  obtained  from  the  Bmrean  and  Its  diatrtet  oflccn.  .Requeat 
for  each  opportunity  should  l)e  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportunity  mBinber. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  sboold  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Jmitatioti  leather.  No.  21757. — A  manufacturer  of  traveltng  bags  and  leather 
goods  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  informs  an  Americtin  consular  officer 
of  his  desire  to  be  placed  In  direct  communication  with  manufacturers  of 
Imitation  leather  for  traveling  bags.  Samples  of  the  Imitation  leather  may 
be  liLspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  pfllces.     (Refer  to  file  No.  77741.) 

Calculating  iimchines,  No.  21758. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  re- 
ports that  a  firm  representing  a  immber  of  American  manufacturers  wishes 
to  add  to  its  lines  a  moderate-priced  American  calculating  machine  of  the 
so-called  rotary  tyi)e. 

Book»,  No.  21759. — .\  business  man  in  Venezuela  Informs  an  -\nierican  consular 
officer  of  his  desire  to  rei)resent  an  American  publi.<her  of  SpanLsh  Ixmks. 
Cheap  editions  of  paper-backed  novels  are  particularly  desired.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Spanish. 

Cotton  goods,  shoes,  etc..  No.  21760. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  South 
Africa  writes  that  a  man  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  cotton  piece  goods,  prints,  muslins,  gabardines,  and  women's 
hosiery  and  shoes,  etc. 

Chocolate,  liquors,  etc.,  No.  21761. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  In  Chile  writes  that  a  firm  desires  to  be  placed  in  communlca- 
'  tion  with  American  dealers  and  exporters  of  liquors,  chocolates,  and  articles 
usually  handled  by  confectionery  stores. 

Machinery,  No.  21762. — An  American  consular  officer.  In  the  United  Kingdom  re- 
ports that  a  butter  dealer  in  his  district  wishes  to  purchase  a  machine  for 
blending,  salting,  and  rolling  butter.  The  butter  should  issue  from  the 
machine  in  one-pound  rolls  ready  for  marketing. 

Wire  cloth.  No.  21763. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  the  Netherlands  cables  that  a  Arm  in  that  co.untry  desires  to  place  an 
order  for  wire  cloth  for  iiaper  makers,  amounting  to  about  $dO;000.  Fur- 
ther information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Itfi  district  offices. 

TvpeicrUers,  No.  21764. — A  merchant  in  Spain,  handling  relXillt  typewriters, 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  eutpy  into  commerclnl 
relations  with  Arms  In  the  United  States  which  make  u  liusiness  of  export- 
lug  such  machines. 

Own  khadaya  and  gum  ghaiti,  No.  2176.5. — The  representatives  in  the  Unltecl 
States  of  a  firm  in  India  desire  to  get  in  touch  with  importers  arid  users 
of  gum  khadaya  and  gum  ghatti  from  that  country.  Samples  of  the  gum 
may  be  inspected  at  the  office  of  the  firm's  New  York  office. 

HeiTing  nets  and  canvas  buoys.  No.  21766. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Norway  reports  that  a  firm  is  in  the  market  for  herring  nets  and  canvas 
"  bladder  buoys."  Tiie  buoys,  whlcli  are  used  to  hold  the  nets  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  water,  should  be  8.5,  80,  75,  70,  and  65  Inches  In  diameter. 
Catalogues  and  wholesale  prices  are  wanted  at  once.  Correspondence  may 
be  In  English.    Reference  is  given. 

Steel  icirc,  No.  21767. — A  firm  In  France  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
of  its  d(>8lrc  to  ptirchase  steel  wire  to  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  metal 
t'ombs. 

Ginscnn,  No.  21768. — .\ii  American  consular  officer  in  China  reports  that  a  firm 
desires  to  t'stublish  a  direct  trade  with  on  American  exporter  of  giniwng. 
Samples  should  be  sent  with'  quotations. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  21760. — An  engineering  firm  in  Swltzerlaml  luis  requested 
an  American  consular  officer  to  place  it  in  touch  with  American  maaufac- 
turers  of  iron  and  steel-working  machlniery  for  plane  and  circular  grinding 
and  cutting,  revolving  lathes  and  accessories,  compresse*!  air  and  steam 
hammers,  etc.,  with  a  view  to  representing  such  mainifacturers  in  Switzer- 
land on  a  commission  basis.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English,  but  pref- 
erably in  German  or  French.    References  are  given. 

WASBINGTON  :  GOVERMMEM  PatSSINO  OTTXCB  :  UK 
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SHrPMEirrs  asb  fbices  of  Valencia  obanoes. 

[Consol  John  R.  Pntnam,  Valencia,  Spain,  June  13.] 

The  total  shipments  of  oranges  for  the  season  up  to  June  3,  1916, 
amounted  to  4,267,055  cases,  as  against  4,459,446  cases  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  season. 

There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  prices  in  the  British 
markets  during  the  past  month,  with  the  result  that  local  shippers 
are  now  receiving  an  estimated  return  of  $2.75  per  case  f .  o.  b.  Valen- 
cia, or  approximately  $1.75  after  paying  all  packing  and  shipping 
charges. 


nCBEASEB  SmPMEITTS  FBOK  HONGKONG  TO  TTNITEI)  STATES. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Corleton,  Hongkong,  China,  May  22.1 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  first  three  months 
of  the  current  year  have  exceeded  those  of  any  previous  similar 
period  since  1912,  the  nearest  approach  to  the  1916  figure  being  that 
of  1913,  when  the  exports  were  valued  at  $1,959,202.  The  three  lead- 
ing articles  of  exports  to  the  United  States  are  rice,  tin,  and  cassia, 
tiiese  three  amounting  to  $2,004,658  of  the  total  as  regards  the  export 
valuation  for  1916.  The  following  table  shows  the  trade  in  these 
articles  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  years  given : 


ArtldM. 

1»U 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

<Vrti 

t25,764 
350,180 
306,644 

866,446 
578,699 
704,092 

825.746 
490.853 
538,720 

828,717 
548.799 
157,491 

1201.455 

rS!.::::;;::::::::;:;:;;;:;;;;;;:;;;;;;;:;:::;::;;; 

l,0i«.545 

Tin. 

722,648 

The  large  increase  in  the  cassia  exports  is  explained  by  Hongkong 
dealers  as  due  to  New  York  houses  buying  heavily  for  subsequent 
rise  in  prices. 

In  1915  there  were  no  exports  for  the  first  three  months  of  anti- 
mony, but  for  this  year  the  value  shipped  was  $80,771.  Fireworks 
«ut*— u  113 
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increased  from  $3,694  in  1915  to  $18,212  in  1916,  and  meat  and 
dairy  products  show  an  increase  of  $11,000.  In  regard  to  oils,  pea- 
nut has  decreased  70  per  cent,  whereas  aniseed  oil  has  increased  from 
$35,878  for  the  March  quarter  of  1915  to  $46,709  for  the  March  quar- 
ter of  1916.  Cassia  oil's  valuation  for  the  March  quarter  of  1915 
was  $13,505  and  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1916,  $51,364.  As 
a  general  rule  there  have  been  increases  in  practically  every  article  of 
export  for  the  periods  indicated. 

The  exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  have  decreased  by  $150,000 
for  the  period  under  review,  the  most  notable  decrease  being  that  of 
cleaned  rice,  amounting  to  over  $300,000.  There  have  been  increases 
in  the  exports  of  cotton  yam,  eggs,  preserved  fruits,  vegetables,  and 
a  number  of  articles  not  classified,  but  in  general  there  Tias  been  but 
a  slight  variation  in  the  exports. 


STBAWBEBET  AHD  BLTTEBEBRY  HASKET  DEVELOFKENT. 

[Consul  Henry  II.  Balcb,  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  June  27.] 

An  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Dominion  &  Atlantic  Railroad  Co. 
and  the  Boston  &  Yarmouth  Steamship  Co.  to  increase  the  produc- 
tion of  strawberries  and  blueberries  in  Nova  Scotia  by  developing  a 
lai^er  market  for  these  products  in  New  England.  According  to  a 
report  OD.  the  berry  situation  by  the  agent  of  the  Boston  &  Yarmouth 
Steamship  Co.  at  Yarmouth,  118,000  quarts  of  strawberries,  valued 
at  $12,000,  and  800,000  quai-ts  of  blueberries,  valued  at  $75,000, 
were  shipped  from  Yarmouth  to  Boston  last  season.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  215  acres  were  planted  with  strawberries  last  year,  while 
blueberries  are  found  extensively  and  grow  practically  uncultivated. 

Tlie  strawberry  season  begins  about  July  5  and  continues  about 
six  weeks.  The  season  for  blueberries  begins  about  August  1  and 
continues  until  the  last  of  September. 

Berries  are  landed  daily  at  Boston  16  hours  after  shipment  at 
Yarmouth. 

[The  names  of  berry  dealers  in  Yarmouth  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78118.] 


Shipping  Conditioni  at  Aden. 

Vice  Consul  A.  G.  Watson  reports  from  Aden,  Arabia,  under  date 
of  June  2,  that  the  freight  congestion  has  been  relieved  at  that  J^rt 
and  that  more  than  sufficient  space  has  been-  recently  arriving.  This 
relief  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  a  merchant  chartered  a  ship, 
:which,  with  the  regular  tonnage,  cleared  out  all  cargo.  Bates  have 
consequently  become  weaker  and  the  Italian  Line  has  reduced  its  rate 
for  sinus  to  American  ports  from  $129.76  to  $103.80  per  ton.  The 
British  India  Agents  have  not  as  yet  reduced  their  rates. 


The  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  available  for  distribu- 
tion its  anual  statement  on  sand-lime  brick.  During  1915  the  quan- 
tity of  sand-lime  brick  sold  showed  an  increase  of  7,014,000  bride,  or 
4  per  cent,  and  the  value  showed  an  increase  of  $76,592,  or  7  per  cent, 
over  1914. 
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BAY-B,TJ1C  IRDTJSTBT  DT  THE  HASISE  WEST  HTDIES. 

[Vice  Consul  Uother  E.  Zabriskle,  St.  Thomas,  Jane  19.] 

The  cultivation  of  the  bay  tree  and  the  extraction  of  the  oil  from 
its  leaves  provides  for  the  island  of  St.  John,  Danish  West  Indies, 
its  most  important  industry ;  and  the  distillation  of  this  oil  and  its 
subsequent  manufacture  into  bay  rum  furnishes  for  the  sister  island 
of  St.  Thomas  its  only  article  of  local  manufacture  and  the  most 
important  of  all  its  exports.  Approximately  4,000  quarts  of  bay  oil 
are  produced  in  St.  John  annually,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  sent 
to  St  Thomas,  from  which  it  is  estimated  there  is  manufactured  for 
export  purposes  about  60,000  cases  of  12  quart  bottles  each  of  bay 
rum.  The  St.  Thomas  bay  rum,  which  is  considered  the  best  on  the 
market,  is  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  greater  part,  however, 
is  exported  to  Jamaica  and  to  Panama,  whence  it  is  transshipped  to 
the  countries  on  the  West  Coast  of  South  America. 

The  requirements  for  the  extraction  of  the  oil  from  the  bay  leaves, 
and  its  later  manufacture  into  bay  rum,  are  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  warrant  a  special  interest  here  on  the  part  of  manufac- 
turers of  this  class  of  machinery,  inasmuch  as  the  only  important 
appliance  for  which  there  might  oe  a  very  limited  market  would  be  a 
still  that  could  extract  a  greater  quantity  of  oil  from  the  leaves  than 
is  obtained  at  present  by  the  crude  methods  employed,  and  one  that 
would  automatically  separate  the  oil  from  the  water.  For  the  bay 
rum  that  is  exported  from  St.  Thomas,  the  cases,  bottles,  etc.,  are 
all  imported  from  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of  the  corks, 
which  come  from  Spain. 
CvltiTation  and  Tield — ^Frloes  of  leaves.  Oil,  and  Kum. 

Although  bay  trees  can  be  grown  over  the  greater  part  ©f  the 
island  of  St,  John,  only  about  50  acres  are  devoted  to  its  cultivation. 
The  pickings  of  the  first  few  years  should  yield  about  25  pounds  of 
leaves  to  a  tree  annually,  but  after  the  .tree  has  reached  its  maturity 
at  least  100  pounds  can  be  counted  on,  providing  weather  conditions 
are  favorable.  A  bay  tree  reaches  its  maturity  when  about  10  years 
of  age  and,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  will  continue  to  bear  leaves 
for  50,  60,  and  70  years.  According  to  the  opinion  of  experienced 
growers,  three  pickings  a  year  bring  in  the  best  yield  and  create  con- 
ditions that  favor  the  superior  quality  of  the  leaf. 

At  present  bay  leaves  sell  for  1^  cents  per  pound,  but  in  normal 
times  the  price  is  2  cents.  The  price  of  the  oil  ($4.50  per  quart)  is 
considerably  less  than  that  ordinarily  received,  and,  because  of  the 
slack  market  in  St.  Thomas,  where  the  oil  is  usually  sent,  and  the 
failure  to  find  buyers  abroad,  large  quantities  of  the  leaves  arc  being 
allowed  to-  go  to  waste.  The  retail  price  of  bay  rum  in  St.  Thomas 
is  25  cents  a  quart.  No  customs  duty  is  levied  on  any  article  of 
export  from  these  islands. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  operators  In  the  bay-leaf  Industry  In  St.  John 
and  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  bay  rum  in  St.  Thomas  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Eefer  to  file  77898.] 

The  President  of  Cuba  has  sent  a  message  to  Congress  asking  for 
an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  a  national  exposition  to  be  held 
during  1917. 
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FOBEIGV  TRADE  OF  FUlLIfPlME  I8LAX98  FOR  AFUL 

rJ.  F.  Boomer,  correapoadent,  llaalU,  May  24.] 

The  total  trade  of  the  Philippine  Islands  for  April,  1916,  was 
slightly  more  than  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year.  Tim 
amount  was  $7,926,762,  compared  with  $7,713,400  for  April,  1915. 
Exports  represented  $4,548,085,  and  imports  $3,378,677.  The  total 
increase  was  $213,362. 

Cotton  goods  still  lead  the  import  list,  althou^i  the  total  ouantity 
of  cotton  goods  imported  for  the  month  was  somewhat  less  uian  for 
April,  1915.  The  figures  were  $604,666,  representing  a  decrease  of 
$M2,898  in  comparison  with  last  year's  total. 

Manufactured  steel  and  iron  goods  were  second  in  importance. 
Their  value  for  the  month  was  $260,614.  On  account  of  a  shortage 
of  construction  steel,  and  its  consequent  high  price,  resulting  prin- 
cipally from  the  lack  of  transportation,  many  public  and  private 
construction  projects  have  been  delayed.  Among  these  is  the  pro- 
posed new  bridge  over  the  Pasig,  to  replace  the  old  Bridge  of  Spain. 
Other  Important  Imports — Trade  by  Countries. 

The  most  notable  increase  for  the  month  was  in  automobiles  and 
parts.  This  item  was  $188,912,  an  increase  of  $140,610  over  the 
amount  for  April,  1915.  Other  imports  of  special  interest  were: 
Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines,  $135,010;  rice,  $439,954;  wheat 
flour,  $119,032:  dairy  prod«icts,  $103,467;  meats,  $94,014 ;  coal.  $82,424. 

In  the  export  trade,  the  chief  fact  noted  for  the  month,  as  cMn- 
pared  with  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year,  is  a  drop  in  the 
exports  of  copra.  It  was  due  principally  to  tlie  lack  of  transporta- 
tion.   The  decrease  was  $505,072— from  $827,580  to  $322,508. 

Other  leading  exports  for  the  month  were:  Hemp,  $1,217,782; 
sugar,  $2,067,192:  tobacco  products,  $402,683;  coconut  oil.  $81^440; 
maguey,  $51,600:  embroideries,  $55,936. 

Thei-ecord  for  .\pril  shows  ithe  trade  of  the  Philippine  Islands  to 
have  been  distributed  among  the  countries  as  follows: 


Cououies. 


UniUd  SUtas 

Han-all 

Guam 

United  Kingdom — 

Japan  

Fnnch  East  Indias. . 

China 

Uonckoin 

British  East  Indies. 

Italy 

Dutch  East  Indies.. 
France  


Imports. 

Exports. 

ti.rei.m 

$l,4S9.SSri 

8.129 

ll,01fi 

U,294 

«i.253 

l.W.tiOS 

285,830 

577,  M9 

421,400 

24,512 

146,S!*S 

270,726 

7,100 

358,480 

250,  .jas 

62,518 

1,181 

2n,280 

14tj,«»4 

5,453 

21,627 

132,324  '. 

Countries. 


Spain 

Austtslla 

Norway 

Siom..; 

SwJtserlaiKl 

Netherlands 

Denmaric 

Japanese  China. 

Sweden 

Qtrmtay 

Oitn'^dii 

other  countries. 


Imports.      Exports. 


$23,284 

103.285 

66,435 

22,541 

11,  l« 

8,067 

4. 143 

2,743 

426 

353 


$115,203 
6,e$7 


1,568 
I»,S77 
14,483 


i,ns 


150 
18,046 


Production  and  Consumption  of  Hops  in  Denmark. 

Consul  General  E.  D.  Winslow,  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  reports 
that  the  ci-op  of  hops  in  Denmark  for  1915  amounted  to  33,000  pounds 
and  that  the  quantity  of  hops  consumed  in  the  coimtry  for  the  year 
was  851,013  pounds.  The  production  of  beer  upon  which  no  internal 
revenue  tax  was  collected  and  which  contains  less  than  2^  per  cent  of 
alcohol  amounted  to  35,604,703  gallons,  and  the  production  of  beer 
upon  which  an  internal  revenue  tax  was  collected  and  which  contains 
more  tlian  2}  per  cent  alcohol  amounted  to  28,451,096  gallons. 
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TO  nrV^IIGATE  COST  OF  UVIHO  DT  SOTJTE  AFRICA. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  GunaaulM,  Johannesburg,  Ma;  20.] 

The  Government  Gazette  announces  that  the  Deputy  Commissioner 
of  Customs  and  Excise  has  been  appointed  a  commissioner  to  make 
inquiries  with  the  view  to  determining  the  extent  and  causes  of  the 
increased  cost  of  foodstuffs  and  other  necessaries  in  the  Union  of 
South  Africa,  and  also  to  suggest  what  legislative  or  administrative 
action  should  be  taken.  The  points  to  be  considered  by  the  commis- 
aoner  are: 

1.  The  extent  to  which  the  cost  of  foodstuffs  and  other  necessaries  of  life  and 
the  standard  of  wages  and  rent  within  the  Union  have  Increased  since  the 
outbreak  of  war. 

2.  Whether  such  increase  Is  due  to  economic  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the 
agents  of  production,  supply,  or  distribution,  or  can  be  attributed  to  the 
exaction  of  unjustifiable  profit  by  such  agents. 

3.  The  legislatlTe  or  administrative  action  which  should  be  taken  In  order 
to  maintain  the  prices  of  foodstuffs  and  other  necessaries  of  life  at  a  fair  an0 
reasonable  level,  having  regard  to  the  abnormal  conditions  now  prevailing. 

According  to  statistics  prepared  by  the  Johannesburg  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  food  prices  on  articles  consumed  by  the  average  family  in 
Johannesburg  have  risen  almost  14  per  cent  within  the  past  two 
years. 

nrDirsTBiAL  stocks  bise  in  HAWAU. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Honolnin,  Jane  10.] 

In  the  year  that  has  elapsed  since  June,  1915,  market  values  of  the 
Eftocks  li^Led  on  the  Honolidu  Stock  Exchange  have  increased  more 
than  $49,000,000.  On  the.  list  to-day  are  stocks  that  were  not  listed 
a  year  ago,  and  such  securities  are  not  included  in  the  figures  given. 
Neither  are  any  increases  in  values  of  bonds.  This  gain  of  upward 
of  $49,000,000  has  been  made  by  35  companies.  It  shows  an  average 
advance  in  values  of  nearly  $1,500,000  for  each  of  these  35  listed 
stocks. 

Ewa  Sugar  Plantation  shows  an  increase  of  $3,000,000:  Hawaiian 
Commercial  Sugar  Co.,  $6,800,00i0;  Oahu  Sugar  Co.,  $5,187,000;  and 
Pioneer  Mill  Co.  more  than  $5,300,000.  Other  stocks,  almost  with- 
out exception  have  made  advances. 

At  par  values  the  stocks  that  are  included  in  the  figures  given  in 
this  article  rejjresent  an  issued  capitalization  for  the  35  companies 
of  $83,800,000  in  round  figures.  Tnis  means  that  the  gain  in  values 
in  one  year  has  been  60  per  cent  of  such  total  capitalization.  It 
signifies  a  growth  in  values  of  these  island  properties  of  nearly, 
$50,000,000.  ^ 

BOAD  KACHDTEEY  STJFEBSEDES  HAin)   lABOB. 

Consul  Homer  Brett,  at  La  Guaira,  Venezuela,  reports  that  the 
policy  of  the  department  of  public  works  in  its  road  building 
hitherto  has  been  to  use  hand  labor  exclusively,  so  as  to  give  employ- 
ment to  as  many  persons  as  possible;  but  recently  a  number  of 
wheel^  scrapers  were  bought  in  the  United  States,  and  after  they 
had  been  tested  officially  it  was  announced  that  one  man  with  a 
scraper  accomplished  the  work  of  20  men  under  the  old  methods. 
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HEW  AHESICAH  INTEREST  IN  FOREIOF  GSEBITS. 

The  great  volume  of  new  foreign  business  now  coming  to  this  country, 
lias  created  an  intense  interest  in  the  subject  of  foreign  credits.  The 
recent  convention  of  the  National  Association  of  Credit  Men  held  in 
Pittsburgh  gave  special  consideration  to  the  problem  of  extending 
and  safeguarding  credits  in  foreign  countries,  and  the  committee 
on  foreign  credits  in  its  report  to  the  c<mvention  offered  a  resolu- 
tion to  establish  a  central  bureau  to  supply  members  with  foreign- 
trade  information.  This  bureau  will  not  limit  its  work  to  any  one 
feature  of  foreign  trade,  but  special  attention  will  be  paid  to  the 
credit  status  of  foreign  merchants  and  importers.  Lack  of  infor- 
mation on  just  this  point  has  been  a  serious  handicap  to  many 
American  exporters.  It  is  information  that  the  Government  for 
fairly  obvious  reasons  can  not  undertake  to  furnish,  although  it  is 
vitally  necessary  that  American  exporters  have  it. 

The  resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign  credits 
and  adopted  by  the  convention  is  in  part  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  cordially  approves  the  recommendation  of  its 
foreign  credit  committee  that  there  be  established  at  the  national  ofRce  a 
bureau  tlirougfa  which  may  be  obtained  advice  as  to  trustworthy  sources  of 
information  upon  the  kinds  of  goods  required  in  various  foreign  markets,  the 
customs  as  to  packing  and  shifting,  the  terms  employed,  the  local  merchant 
law,  and  credit  status;  and  be  It  further 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  express  its  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  attract  the  attention  of  business  men  to  the  possibilities 
of  foreign  trade  and  Instructs  that  there  be  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  the  special  tbanlu  of 
this  convention,  which  realizes  the  efforts  it  has  made  to  simplify  the  entry 
of  American  goods  and  American  investments  Into  those  foreign  countries  with 
which  we  can  with  greatest  profit  and  safety  do  business. 


GINSENCKKAKKET  CONDITIONS  IX  MANCHUBIA. 

[Consul  General  P.  S.  Helntzleman,  Mukden,  June  1.] 

The  efficacy  of  the  wild  ginseng  is  held  in  such  esteem  by  the 
Chinese  of  the  Mukden  district  that  the  foreign  cultivated  product  is 
not  generally  acceptable.  They  believe  that  the  native  ginseng  has 
far  more  virtues  than  the  best  foreign,  so  that  there  has  Men  little  or 
no  importation  of  the  latter.  During  the  past  few  years  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  has  had  many  inquiries  regarding  this  article,  but  no 
business  has  resulted. 

The  prevailing  prices  here  for  cultivated  ginseng  are  from  $1.80 
to  $3.60  gold  per  pound,  while  the  prices  of  wild  ginseng  range  from 
$21.60  gold  per  pound  to  a  very  much  higher  figure  in  some  instances. 
The  demand  for  ginseng  here  is  not  brisk,  and  the  supply  generally 
exceeds  the  demand.  Each  year,  after  supplying  the  local  market, 
the  dealers  have  large  quantities  left  for  exportation  to  otlier  parts 
of  China.  The  terras  granted  to  the  dealers  by  the  growers  are  16 
days'  credit.  The  local  dealers  in  ginseng  are  natives,  who  are 
unable  to  speak  or  correspond  in  Engfisli. 

[An  article  on  the  Chinese  ginseng  trade  was  published  in  Couuebce  Repobts 
for  Feb.  24,  1910.] 
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TOILET-SOAF  1£A£K£T  DT  DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 

[Tice  Consul  Cbrlstoffel  S.  Gorslra,  Curasao.  May  20.] 

The  declared  imports  of  Curajao  during  1915  amounted  to  $13,651 
for  soap  and  $7,987  for  perfume.  No  statistics  are  available  to  de- 
termine the  quantity  of  toilet  soap  imported,  but  it  is  known  that 
the  figures  are  large,  on  account  of  the  demand  from  passengers  on 
steamers  calling  here.  As  a  rule,  these  passengers  when  calling  at 
this  port  buy  me  little  things  they  need  for  several  weeks  in  their 
own  countries,  as  the  import  duties  here  are  lower  than  on  the  Con- 
tinent. 

The  import  duty  on  toilet  soap  is  3  per  cent  of  the  value  at  port  of 
shipment,  the  same  rate  bein^  applied  on  the  article  if  imported  from 
any  other  country.  There  is  no  conventional  or  preferential  tariff 
on  any  class  of  goods. 

Toilet  soap  is  now  imported  principally  from  France,  although 
other  sources  "were  available  before  the  war.  The  principal  marks 
imported  at  present  are :  Parfumerie  Lubin,  Paul  Profc  &  Cie.,  Succs. 
11  Rue  Roy  ale,  Paris;  L.  T.  Piver,  10  Boulevard  de  Strasbourg, 
Paris;  V.  Rigund,  16  Eue  de  la  Paix  et  8  Rue  Vivienne,  Paris;  E. 
Coudray,  13  Rue  d'Enghien,  Paris;  Roger  &  Gallet,  38  Rue  d'Haute- 
Tille,  Paris. 

leat  PaekinK  Important  Keqnicite. 

A  neat  packing  is  an  important  requisite  for  the  sale  of  toilet  soap. 
Expensive  soap  is  wrapped  in  paper  and  each  cake,  or  sometimes 
three  cakes,  packed  in  a  paper  box  or  an  imitation  leather  box. 
Even  cheap  soap  is  similarly  packed.  The  packing  has  an  inHuence 
on  the  price,  as  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  soap  of  the  same  grade  in 
different  packing  commands  different  prices.  The  weight  of  a  cake 
varies  from  0.1765  to  0.2645  pound. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  footing  in  this  market  for  American  toilet 
soap  it  will  be  necessary  te  bring  the  article  into  use  by  local  means. 
Several  individuals  and  firms  in  Curasao  might  be  interested  in  tak- 
ing up  the  local  agency. 

[A  list  of  persons  and  firms  In  Guragao  available  for  those  seeking  repr'esenta- 
tloD  there  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77414.] 


THE  WHISKY  UABEET  OF  BBAZIL. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  June  5.] 

There  is  no  market  in  Brazil  for  corn  and  rye  whiskies.  Brazilians 
of  the  poorer  class  drink  cachaca  (cane  rum) ;  and  the  better  class 
as  a  nue  do  not  care  for  any  brand  of  whisky,  light  French  and 
Portuguese  wines  and  domestic  Brazilian  beers  being  preferred. 
Practically  the  only  demand  for  whiskies  is  from  resident  foreigners, 
and  it  is  almost  invariably  for  Scotch,  which  has  only  a  fair  market 
in  Sio  de  Janeiro  and  other  large  cities  of  the  Republic. 

Scotch  whisky,  however,  can  not  be  said  to  be  popular  among 
Brazilians,  and  the  chief  consumers  of  it  are  the  foreign  element — •■ 
ikigUah,  Americans,  Giermans,  and  other  European  residents. 
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VEHEZUELAH  trade  in  AHHUNlTIOir. 

I  Consul  llumcr  Brett,  I-a  Guaira,  June  19.  J 

Venezuela's  imports  of  ammunition,  excluding  that  for  military 
purposes  and  loaded  and  empty  shotgun  sliells,  which  are  classed 
with  firearms  and  accessories,  were  valued  at  $85,326  in  1915,  as 
compared  with  $91,127  in  1914  and  $98,895  in  1913.  Cartridges  alone 
formed  more  than  one-half  of  the  total  value  for  each  year,  being 
worth  $43,683  in  1915,  $61,158  in  1914,  and  $56,345  in  1913.  As  im- 
ports of  rifles  and  rifle  ammunition  are  restricted,  practically  all  of 
the  cartridges  were  for  pistols.  The  custom  of  carrying  revolvers 
is  almost  universal,  but  firing  them  for  target  practice  is  not  in- 
dulged in  as  freely  as  in  the  United  States.  American  revolvers  have 
the  market  almost  exclusively,  which  fact  probably  explains  why 
practically  all  the  cartridges  come  from  the  United  States;  in  1913 
it  shipped  $55^7  worth  of  cartridges  out  of  the  total  value  of 
$56,345.  The  United  States  also  supplied  practically  all  the  powder, 
but  in  other  munitions  it  wa$  a  poor  second  to  Germany. 

It  may  be  said  that  there  is  a  lair  market  here  for  powder  and  shot, 
a  good  one  for  pistol  cartridges,  and  a  triflii^  one  tor  other  sorts  of 
fixed  ammunition  and  for  shotgun  shells.  Snipments  to  Venezuela 
are  usually  made  by  vessels  of  the  Bed  "D"  Line  and  the  Royal 
Dutch  W.  I.  Mail  from  New  York  and  by  the  United  Fruit  steamers 
from  New  Orleans,  with  transshipmoat  at  Colon. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  arms  and  ammunition  In  Venezuela  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  77977.]  

WIRE  DRAG  DISCLOSES  DAHQERS  ISTEAR  SALEM  EARBOR. 

Wire-drag  work  in  the  approaches  to  Salem  Harbor,  Mass.,  which 
was  begun  by  a  party  sent  out  by  the  United  States  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey  in  May  of  this  year,  has  resulted  in  the  discovery 
of  a  number  ot  uncharted  and  previously  unknown  pinnacle  rocl^ 
and  shoal  spots  with  depths  less  than  charted,  some  of  which  con- 
stitute serious  dangers  to  navigation.  The  most  important  of  these 
are  a  20-foot  rock  in  the  main  ship  channel,  where  7  fathoms  were 
charted  southward  from  Johns  Ledge,  and  a  24-foot  shoal  east  of 
Newcombs  Ledge,  where  7^  fathoms  were  charted. 

As  it  was  announced  that  the  Navy  Department  intended  sending 
the  battleship  Vermont  to  Salem  on  July  4,  the  results  of  the  wire- 
drag  work  were  furnished  by  the  survey  to  the  Navy  Department, 
the  dangers  discovered  were  buoyed  and  a  safe  anchorage  marked. 
The  dangers  discovered  decrease  the  available  width  of  the  main 
ship  channel  considerably.  The  examination  is  not  rM)orted  as 
completed,  and  additional  information  will  be  furnished,  as  soon 
as  received,  through  the  Notice  to  Mariners. 

The  importance  of  the  complete  development  of  the  channel  was 
shown  on  July  1,  when  the  steamer  Gidf  Stream  of  the  Gulf  Refining 
Co.  went  through  the  channel,  drawing  24  feet,  very  close  to  a  2S- 
foot  shoal  north  of  Bowditch  Ledge.  It  is  stated  by  the  chief  of  the 
wire-drag  party  that  the  dangers  discovered  are  of  such  a  natore 
that  they  could  not  have  been  found  except  by  accident  or  with  the 
drag. 
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MINIirO  COKCESSION  IK  EUSSIA. 

[Consul  John  A.  Ray,  Odessa.] 

A  communication,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translati<m,  has 
been  received  at  this  consulate : 

A  concession  has  been  granted  for  the  extraction  of  Iron  ore  !n  the  bnsln 
of  tlie  Yellow  River,  in  ttie  Bent  Horn  (Krivol  Hog)  district  near  tlie  station 
Zeliooaya  on  the  Kharkof-Nikolaief  Railroad.  The  area  of  tlie  land  comprises 
owr  16,000  acres.  The  concession  is  granted  for  24  years  on  condition  that 
A  <rf  a  Icopeck  is  paid  for  every  pood  of  ore  extracted  and  shipped  (about 
tO.17  per  short  ton),  and  that  the  holders  of  the  concession  must  Kuarantee 
to  extract  enough  ore  to  malce  the  annual  rent  of  the  land  amount  to  6,000 
rabies  (|3,000).  Rent  will  be  charged  from  the  time  of  beginning  of  actual 
extraction  and  shipment  of  the  ore. 

Magnetite  assays  of  the  land  which  have  already  been  made  have  given  very 
good  resnits.  In  the  neighborhood  of  this  concession  are  the  French  "  Yellow 
Hlver"  mines,  which  produce  annually  alMut  364,000  tons  of  iron  ore.  Other 
mines  in  the  same  district  produce  similar  amounts.  Scientific  assays  of  the 
land  in  the  concession  sliow  tlie  presence  of  ore  in  large  quantities,  and  there 
Is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  field  will  prove  as  rich  as  Its  neighbors. 

The  rent  asked  for  ti^e  land  of  the  concession  is  very  low  and  the  location 
is  good,  being  near  a  railroad  and  a  village  of  12,000  inhabitants,  mostly 
peasants  who  can  l>e  employed  in  the  mines.  The  present  holders  of  the  con- 
cenion  had  a  contract  with  English  capitalists  who  si>ent  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  on  assays  but  were  unable  to  carry  out  their  agreement  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Ehiropean  war.  Capitalists  who  might  take  the  place  of  the 
En^lsh  concern  could  make  further  researches  at  much  less  expense  than  that 
iDcurred  by  the  EngUabmen.  In  ease  they  were  satisfied  with  their  finds,  they 
coold  buy  out  the  present  holders  of  the  concession  or  work  in  partnership 
wtUi  them. 

[The  name  and  address  of  the  sender  of  the  foregoing  communi- 
cation may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
C<wunerce  or  its  district  offices.    Befer  to  file  No.  75894.] 


PEW  ABTIHCIAI  LIMBS  IMPOSTED  BT  SWITZEBLAin). 

[CoatuI  Walter  H.  Bcholz,  Berne,  Haj  26.] 

The  market  for  artificial  limbs  in  Switzerland  is  limited.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  Swiss  manufacturers  have  been  supplying 
the  home  demand  and  have  exported  their  surplus  to  France.  It  is 
stated  that  American  artificial  limbs  are  considered  too  expensive 
and  that  persons  using  them,  as  a  mle,  send  their  orders  to  dealers 
in  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  leading  American  articles,  how- 
ever, are  on  sale  in  Switzerland. 

There  has  been  no  demand  from  Germany,  as  one  might  expect. 
Local  dealers  declare  that  the  Germans  are  supplyang  the  Austrian 
and  home  market.  It  is  apparent  that  the  outlook  for  the  American 
article  in  Switzerland  is  not  very  attractive,  especially  in  view  of 
dilEcnlties  experienced  by  importers  in  bringing  goods  from  abroad. 


Baihray  Supplies  Wanted  in  China. 

Consul  Greneral  Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  Hankow,  China,  reports 
that  the  Canton-Hankow  Railway,  Hupeh-Hunan  Section,  is  in  the 
market  for  the  purchase  of  locomotive  stores.  Two  reports  giving 
d^iled  information  may  be  examined  at  the  Btireau  of  Foreign  an<l 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  [Refer  to  file  Nos.  77562 
and  77832.] 
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THE  TEANSVAAI'S  FITBCHASES  OF  MINE  STOBES. 

(Consul  EdwiD  N.  Gunsaulus,  Johannesburg,  Union  of  South  Africa,  May  12.] 

The  mines  of  the  Transvaal  expended  the  sum  of  $55,526,775  for 
stores  during  1915,  an  increase  of  $2,457,585  over  the  preceding  year. 
Of  this  huge  expenditure  the  purchases  of  the  gold  mines  alone 
amounted  to  $52,991,669,  the  balance  being  divided  between  the 
diamond,  coal,  and  other  mines  of  the  Province.  Of  the  total  pur- 
chases by  the  gold  mines,  the  Witwatersrand  was  responsible  for  all 
but  $2,210,131,  showing  the  paramount  importance  of  this  district 
as  compared  with  the  other  mining  districts  of  the  Transvaal. 

In  addition  to  the  value  of  the  stores  purchased  by  the  gold  mines, 
the  combined  expenditures  for  supplies  by  the  reef  and  alluvial  dig- 
gings, metallurgical  works,  and  tailing  works  of  the  Transvaal 
amounted  to  $207,318,  making  a  total  expenditure  of  $53,199,196  for 
stores  for  mines  and  diggings  exclusively  engaged  in  gold  production. 

Stores  Consumed  Last  Year. 

The  following  is  an  oiScial  statement,  furnished  by  the  Department 
of  Mines  and  Industries  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  of  the  stores 
consumed  by  the  mines  of  the  Transvaal  for  the  year  1915 : 


Articles. 


Gold 
mines. 


Coal.dla- 
momd,  and 
other  mints. 


Total, 

Transvaal 

mines. 


Bags 

Belting 

Bolts,  nuts,  washers,  and  rivets 

Brattice  doth 

Bricks 

Brushware 

Candles 

Carbide 

Castings: 

Brass 

Iron 

Cement: 

Casks  

Bags 

Cbarooal 

Chemicals  and  assay  reqoisltes 

Coal-cutting  machhws 

Coal-^uttlng  machine  spares 

Coal: 

Smithy 

Steam 

Other : 

Coke: 

Imported 

Local 

Compressed  air  (porohased) 

Cyanide 

Disinfectants 

Electrical  machinery 

Electrical  maehlneiy  spares 

Electric  power  and  Ught(parehaaed) 

Explosives: 

Blasttaig  gelatine 

Qelignlte  and  gelatine  dynamite. 

Dynamite 

Lygdyn 

Otnerexplcsives 

Detonators 

Electric  detonatois  or  electric  fuses 

Safety  fuses 

Lighting  torches  (Tyisa  sticks) 

Fencing  and  wire  netting 

Fodder  forstables(bran,  ctiafT,  mealies,  etc.). 
Food  and  supplies  for  colored  laborers: 

Beans 

Rfcje 

Meal 


S17,l»7 

<12,1S7 

208,636 

i,Ui 

66,062 

64,280 

1,065,116 

317,140 

168,  SS5 
366,771 

10,010 
168,940 

20,741 
813,778 


134,262 

4,600,126 

«»,126 

U,S21 
2$,4«0 

1,663,031 

3,6111,168 
78,(29 

1,013,711 
247,120 

6,246,633 

3,190,078 

3,446,379 

968 

13,903 

3,693 

339,645 

733,911 

1,380 

72,340 

10,803 

m,147 

151,013 

86,343 

1,616,703 


371,864 
27,213 
14,153 

1,776 
38,698 

3,576 
60,563 
13,317 

4,950 
8,400 

345 
9,870 
75,567 
4,112 
17,991 
24,676 

4,438 
180,975 
56,333 


326 


5,314 
38,380 
22,824 


33,827 
28,912 

925 
129.926 
16,086 
18,036 
67,614 
11,266 

740 
4,493 
15,033 

12,045 

1,990 

142,389 


180,451 

639,370 

223,788 

7,231 

94,760 

56,855 

1,125,679 

320,457 

163,505 
374,171 

10,366 
168,810 

96,308 
816,890 

17,9(1 

24,675 

138,690 

4,790.100 

165,358 

13,321 
36,8I« 

1,653,0*1 

2,619,(58 
84,243 

1,051,((1 
280,944 

6,246,500 

3,223,(05 

3,474,291 

1,893 

143,829 

18,779 

257,681 

781,625 

12,555 

73,080 

15,395 

146,179 

163,(67 

87,334 

1,669,093 
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Artidw* 


Food  and  fopplies  for  oelond  laboros— Contlnotd. 
Matt  («n^  to  bew) 


oil,  ghee,  mdasses,  etc.)  . 
breoid 


Rsh 

adt 

Onioeria  (ooffee, 

SnndiT  (bad, - 

TwMta.. 

KfluicliMB,  etc ........................ 

Oothbig 

Hon  (staun,  suction,  and  rock-drill) 

BMd  toob  (iiiAs,  sboTsii,  mmmers,  etc) 


Bar  and  ancle. 
GahiDind.... 


Timiandapawi. 


amlL.'. 


White. 


loMnants: 

Oils , 

Qnasa  and  tallows 

Maehtoecy  aad  tOQib 

jfacMnety  spares  othv  than  ipaeUled. 


-jj_i(anti«etlo») 

UDanaiingt 

Mator  cars  aad  socessoria* . . 
Ofliotber  than  hihrtcatliv 

Tnnsfarmar 

Other  

Ofcktesnits 

MklBg         

.tarVdrtoa.etc 


Mrai  (gas[)Uii«) 

nna  and  pipe  Bttings 

Baila,ci(ssliics,  sleepers,  etc 

aeekdrtSTT. „... 

K«ck.drlU  spares : 

Bflpasc 

Wire 

CiAton  and  manila 

Scnmhigs  otlier  than  mill 

ScRvs,  nans,  etc 

Etas  and  dies 

SUps  and  spares 

Statlooery 

ateel: 

Bar,  tod,  cast,  etc 

Bhaat 

maUrm 

Bock-drlll 

Other 

Bafldjnc  material  (ceilings,  floorings,  doon,  etc) . 

Oneon,  pitch  pine,  etc 

mntng  poles  and  round  lagging.. 

Deals 

rnel 

TabemUl  requisites: 

Pebbles  and  Bints 

Lkers 

Other  requisites 

Tracks  and  spares 

Waste. 


Wator(ptir<*a3ed).. 
Zinc  and  tine  disks. 
Ailetlar 


Total 52,991, flea 


Gold 
mines. 


Coal,  dia-        Total, 
mono,  and    Transvaal 
other  mhies.     mines. 


tM.S73 

1,967,799 
35,  IM 
10,375 
181,554 
1,015,735 
352,483 
128,801 
59, 181 
336,163 
419,210 

M3,SS7 

54,256 

7,625 

8,779 

69,381 

9,0S« 
2,583 

597,416 
10,314 


K.TM 

154,219 

2.380 

2,068 

21.038  i 

78,580  ' 

22,157 

15.772 

760 

5,767 

29,004 

I4,«96 

14,098 

1,421 

1,148 

2,683 


2,293 
3,1» 


4ae,ii8 

62,888 

329,977 

16,403 

1,364,975 

276,831 

1,167,657 

67,460 

167,577 

95,373 

4,171 

101,135 

6,063 

60,125 

7,426 

12,492 

176 

^•'^ 

3,638 

41,657 
175,447 

778 

8,784 

88,361 

6,783 

•4,940 

<,273 

63,940 

4,229 

l,Sta,H7 

74,857 

951,595 

61,676 

272,426 

2,360 

975,947 

4,331 

fi$7,160 

28,816 

50,825 

6«S 

24,712 

2,9(7 

108,561 

4,1U 

770,459 

2,788 

70,710 

2,112 

251,326 

18,946 

99,354 

6,908 

630,015 

14,419 

328,410 

5,766 

468,736 

3,197 

24,240 

603 

108,766 

14,137 

1,006,844 

42,913 

1,781,658 

24,330 

456,550 

43,740 

3,683 

15,062 

5,348 

486 

239,003 

380 

78,593 

30 

459,548 

53,570 

53,667 

4,550 

703,148 

210 

1,140,366 

1,085,  <97 

117,940 

2,535,106 


•lOe.  167 

2,121.978 

27.5.34 

12.443 

202.592 

1,094.315 

274.640 

144,573 

59.941 

341,930 

448,214 

377,461 

68,354 

9,04« 

9,937 

72.063 

(.144 
3.632 

609,708 
12,336 

483,586 

346,380 

1,641,800 

1,326,117 

167,677 

99,54* 

106,187 

67,531 

13,«S7 

8,936 

42,435 

184,231 

(6,164 

101, 2U 

68,160 

1,667,404 

1,013,171 

374,786 

980,278 

6«S,985 
61,390 
27,709 

112,722 

779,248 
72,822 

270,270 

105,262 
544,434 
334,206 
471,933 
24,843 

122,903 
1,040, 767 

1,785,888 

600.280 

18,746 

5,834 

239,383 

78,623 

613,118 

68,217 

703,358 

1,140,366 

1,203,646 


55,528,775 


Included  in  this  table  are  such  items  as  coal,  compressed  air,  elec- 
tric power  and  light,  lime,  and  certain  articles  of  food  which  are 
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locally  supplied,  but  in  the  main  the  stores  therein  enumerated  em- 
brace imported  materials  which  are  almost  entirely  obtained  from 


oversea. 


Details  of  "  Machinery  and  Hachine-Tool "  Supplies. 

The  various  items  that  go  to  make  up  the  total  of  $1,641,806  for 
"  machinery  and  machine  tools  "  are  enumerated  below : 


Articles. 


Qold  mines 


Coal,  dia- 
mond, and 
otber 
mines. 


Total, 

Transvaal 

mines. 


Water  purMeis 

Bailer  plant,  otber  than  that  of  locomotives,  traction  engines,  and 

St  cam  wagons 

Head-gear 

Steam  engines: 

For  winding 

For  pumping,  including  pumps  if  directly  driven 

For  compressors,  including  compressors 

For  other  purposes 

Pumps: 

Air-driven 

Driven  Indirectly  by  steam 

Driven  Indirectly  by  electric  motor 

Driven  indirectly  by  gas  or  oil  engines 

Steam  locomotives 

Motor  wagons: 

Electric 

OU 


Gas  or  oil  engines 

Uecbanlcal  lifts  and  elevators,  other  than  belt  couTeyors  and  eUva- 

tors 


Belt  conveyors  and  elevators 

other  mechaniCfU  haulage 

Reduction  plant,  excludhig  engines  and  constimable  stores,  such 

as  shoes  and  dies,  screenmgs,  etc 

Washing  plant 

Treatment  plant,  includhig  furnaces 

Workshop  plant,  excluding  engines  and  motors 

Mine  ventilation  plant,  exeiudoig  engines,  compressors,  and  motors . 
Miscellaneous  machinery  n.  e.  s 


tSSl 

24,245 
86,608 

3»,«a) 

633 

18,863 

3,061 

22.930 

1,334 

114,430 

1,168 

27,860 

18,162 
2,401 
12,906 

11,164 
6,667 
20,716 

312,089 


111,616 
12,601 

10,365 

875 
0,008 
1.275 

930 
6,866 
11,281 

583 
32,302 


2,025 


80,631 

76,679 

19,688 

602,213 


14,036 
6,222 

31,666 
34,125 
3,436 
3,641 
3,002 
81,100 


(851 

36,760 
40,287 

60,315 
1,508 

23,761 
5,226 

2»,860 

8,200 

125,711 

1,751 

60,252 

18,1S3 
2,491 
15,020 

11,154 
20,702 
34,937 

344,554 
34,125 
83,066 
70,320 
22.500 

683,313 


Total. 


1,384,076 


276,831 


1,641,806 


Electrleal  Xachinery — Direct  Imports. 

The  principal  kinds  of  electrical-machinery  stores  consumed  by 
the  Transvaal  mines  in  1915 — which,  as  shown  by  the  first  table,  had 
a  value  of  $1,051,991 — are  enumerated  below : 


Articles. 


Gold 
mines. 


Coal,  dia- 
mond, and 
otbermines. 


Total, 
Transvaal 


Electric  ranetators  and  engines  driving  same  If  directly  driven 

Electric  hoists,  including  motors 

Electric  locomotives 

Electric  motors  driving  pumps,  including  pumps  if  directly  driven 

Electric  motors  not  included  above 

Power  lines,  transformers,  etc ■ , 

Electric  bells,  telephones,  and  other  fixtiuvs 

Miscellaneous  machinery  n.  e.  s 

Total 


n2,005 
128,816 
7,372 
130,327 
128,134 
277,667 
106,043 
215,347 


111,250 
4,735 


2,434 
4,609 
6,626 
1,859 
7,767 


«23,2&5 
133,651 
7,372 
141,761 
132,743 
283,293 
106,902 
223,114 


1,013,711 


38,280 


1,061,091 


The  Transvaal  mines  imported  direct  (as  distinct  from  their  pur- 
chases through  South  African  merchants  and  middlemen)  candles 
to  the  value  of  $7,003 ;  chemicals  and  assay  requisites,  $7,553 ;  cyanide, 
$2,214,627;  electrical  machinery  and  fittings,  $7,971:  machinery  and 
machine  tools,  $;^1>,866;  various  machinery  spares,  $4,871;  mercury, 
$205,254;   rails,  crossings,  etc.,  $40,519;  skips  and  spares,  $4,385; 
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trucks  and  spares,  $1,518;  tube-mill  requisites,  $8,086;  xinc  and  zinc 
disks,  $720,923;  sundry  other  items,  $18,670;  total,  $3,283,145,    The 
value  of  the  direct  imports  in  1914  was  $1,682,237. 
Sttttt  CoBSHsed  hj  Satire  Vaioa. 

Tlie  importance  of  the  Transvaal  mines  in  their  relation  to  the 
mining  industry  of  the  whole  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is  ap- 
parent from  a  study  of  the  following  table  giving  the  value  of  the 
mine  stores  consumed  witliin  the  Union  in  1916 : 


ProTinoes. 

Gold  mining 
industry. 

Coal,  dia- 
mond, and 
othtrmlnas. 

Total.  Union 
of  South 
Africa. 

lawml  rWKmtenruid,  tM,781,747:  «ubide  Wltwstew- 
nad,  33,210,131:  ntt  and  anaTtei  diggera,  164,366;  matatl- 
kiiticalandtafliiiigwatts,tl43,se3) 

353, 1»,  196 

4*7 

3,871 

14,S16 

32,734,038 

1,381.460 

345, 147 

1,111,144 

(33,933,284 

1,381,1136 

348,018 

1,125,660 

Ckpe'. ~           .'.  .  .'...; 

HttaT 

Total,  Union  o(  South  Africa— 
IMJ..                      

33,317,040 
30,013,444 
61,746,233 

6,681,818 
0,477,256 
13,284,343 

6B,;W,85S 
69,480,700 

1214 

1M3 

65,030,678 

mw  EainPMEirr  it)£  wrrwATERSsAim  gold  mikes. 

(Consul  BUlwin  N.  Gunsanlos,  J«haiuiesl>urg,  Union  of  South  Africa,  May  22.] 

Among  the  development  work  at  present  taking  place  on  the 
Witwatersrund  gold  fields  [see  Commerce  Reports  tor  June  27, 
WIG]  may  be  mentioned  two  most  important  deep-level  shafts  which 
are  being  sunk  in  the  central  area  of  the  Witwatersrand,  which  will 
be  equipped  with  hoisting,  pumping,  and  other  apparatus.  One  of 
these  is  to  serve  the  deep-level  section  of  the  Crown  Mines  (Ltd.). 
This  will  require  from  three  to  four  years  for  its  completion,  and  will 
inroTve,  in  its  equipment,  electrical  and  mechanical  apparatus  to  the 
extent  of  25,000  to  30,000  horsepower. 

The  other  shaft  is  being  sunk  on  the  property  of  the  Robinson 
Deep  Gold  Mining  Co.  (Ltd.),  not  far  distant  from  the  Crown 
Mine's  shaft.  This  will  also  be  equipped  with  apparatus  similar  to 
that  mentioned  above,  and  of  approximately  the  same  total  horse- 
power capacity. 

The  purpose  of  these  shafts  is  to  make  available  at  an  early  date 
the  large  quantities  of  low-grade  gold  ore  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
mining  engineers,  exists  in  the  far-deep  levels. 

The  mechanical  equipment  for  this  new  construction  will  probably 
be  purchased  some  time  within  the  next  12  months. 

(Consul  Guosaulus  has  transmitted  a  printed  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Mining  Engineer  on  the  Far  East  Rnnd,  which  contains  maps  and 
other  details  In  connection  with  the  gold-bearing  district  of  the  Witwatersrand. 
Tills  copy  can  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No,  78064.] 


Samples  of  the  finest  grade  of  cacao  produced  in  Ecuador  have 
been  forwarded  from  Guayaquil  by  Consul  General  Frederic  W. 
Goding.  They  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77872. 
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EFFECT  OF  NEW  TEBHS  IN  CLOTH  TBASE. 

[Tlce  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Bradford,  Kngland,  June  B,] 

The  recommendations  of  the  general  committee  on  trade  terms, 
representing  the  Yorkshire,  Scotch,  and  West  of  England  associa- 
tions of  cloth  manufacturers,  have  received  the  adherence  of  more 
than  250  firms.  These  concerns  indorse  the  organized  efforts  to 
secure  uniformity  in  terms  of  payment,  measurement,  and  commis- 
sions, and  to  abolish  the  anomalies  and  variations  in  the  trade  to 
the  end  that  competition  may  be  reduced  to  a  question  of  price  and 
quality.  It  is  contended  that  many  of  the  customs  in  the  cloth  trade 
have  been  archaic  and  survived  solely  by  reason  of  tradition  and 
time-honored  observance.  The  elimination  of  much  unnecessary 
clerical  work,  the  more  accurate  costing  of  goods,  and  a  beneficitd 
economy  between  maker  and  purchaser,  it  is  claimed,  will  result 
from  the  observance  of  the  new  terms. 

striking  SurTlval  of  Custom  in  Textile  Trade. 

Among  the  most  striking  survivals  of  custom  and  precedent  in 
the  Yorkshire  textile  industry  is  the  cloth  yard  of  37  inches,  which 
harks  back  to  the  time  when  measurement  by  yard  was  from  the 
chest  to  the  end  of  the  extended  arm,  whereby  allowance  had  to  be 
made  for  the  extra  inch  of  cloth  held  by  the  thumb.  With  the 
advent  of  practical  measurement,  the  rule  of  37  inches  was  still 
retained  and  textiles  are  to-day  computed  in  West  Yorkshire  on  the 
basis  of  37  inches.  It  is  now  proposed  to  measure  every  piece  86 
inches  to  the  yard. 

The  resolutions,  which  were  to  have  been  adopted  July  1,  1916, 
by  the  adhering  firms,  are  not  to  be  acted  upon  until  August,  in 
view  of  the  opposition  of  a  large  number  of  manufacturers  and 
merchants,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  compromise  based  on  the  recent 
resolutions  will  then  be  offered  in  an  endeavor  to  secure  the  support 
of  the  dissenting  firms. 

The  movement  has  been  well  supported  by  the  woolen  trade  of 
Huddersfield,  Dewsbury,  Batley,  and  Halifax,  while  the  dealers  in 
fine  worsteds  in  the  Bradford  district  have  not  been  generally  de- 
sirous of  a  change  in  the  prevailing  credit  terms. 

[The  new  terms  in  full  were  given  in  an  article  published  in  Commerce  Re- 
POBTS  for  June  15,  1916.] 


New  Steamship  Service  to  Australia. 

Consul  General  George  H.  Murphy,  at  Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 
reports  under  date  of  June  2  that  the  Orient  Co.  announces  a  new 
four-weekly  steamship  service  between  England  and  Australia  via 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


A  regular  steamship  service  between  Calcutta,  India,  and  New  Or- 
leans, La.,  is  to  be  inaugurated  by  the  Transatlantic  Steamship  Co. 
of  Goteborg,  Sweden,  offering  facilities  for  direct  shipments.  The 
first  steamer  will  load  at  Calcutta  about  September  10. 
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AXEBICAH  GONSULAB  OFFId^UB  OF  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
tbe  United  States  and  will  be  j|lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
j'urisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
utterriews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  casas  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion 6( 
▼enne. 

Address. 

Wat.  0«sra>N 

Kob<,  Japan 

Aug.  U 
July   14 
Aug.  10 

Roland,  Iowa. 

Kasmasai/B.  M 

Ootebore,  Sweden 

Patnii,  Greece 

Huddersflald,  Enfland 

TientslD,  Ch&a 

Durbui,  Natd,  Boutb 
Alrica. 

Cooke.  A.B 

^i]f  T,  p 

m  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 

HHiv,  TnATO 

Aug.    5 
Sept.    1 

Albanr,  Ofeg. 
Carrolfton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Pa. 

■KtfTwn,  WnUun  W 

Seltier,  Bany  O 

Bakff  K,  CiirHon 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Aug.  30 

Apartment  No.  75,  The   Brumwicb 
Washingtoo,  D.  C. 

FBOPOSES  MOTOB-BTTS  SEBVICE  IH  BEBMUSA. 

[Consul  Carl  R.  Loop,  Hamilton,  June  20.] 

The  legislative  assembly  of  Bermuda  has  decided  to  repeal  the 
present  act  prohibiting  the  use  of  mechanically  propelled  vehicles 
of  all  sorts,  and  has  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  bill  providing 
for  "  a  restricted  motor-bus  service  under  the  control  of  the  local 
government."  It  is  probable  that  a  bill,  drafted  in  accordance  with 
toe  motion,  will  pass  both  the  assembly  and  the  legislative  council, 
in  which  case  a  motor-bus  service,  under  prescribed  restrictions,  will 
be  inaugurated  between  Hamilton  and  St.  Qeorge  and  between  Ham- 
ilton and  Somerset. 

The  coke  made  in  the  United  States  in  1915  amounted  to  41,581,150 
short  tons,  an  increase,  as  compared  with  1914,  of  7,025,236  tons, 
and  within  5,000,000  tons  of  the  record  output  of  1913,  according  to 
tiie  United  States  Geolc^ical  Survey.  The  quantity  of  by-product 
coke  made  in  1915  was  the  greatest  yet  recorded. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vew  Tork,  Boom  409  TTnited  Stat«t  Castomhoose;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vaited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  louis,  402  Third 
Vatl«n«l  Bank  Balldlng;  Atlanta,  531  Post  Office  Btiildiog;  Vew  Orleans,  lOM 
Hlbemla  Bank  Building;  San  Tranoisoo.  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Bailding.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
ment;  Clnolaaatl,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Asst.  Oen'l  Trt.  Agt.,  C.  B.  0.  ft  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  Clnelanati;  lo%  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit.  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OFFOETUHITLUS. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  its  district  offices.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportonltr  Bamker. 
Tbe  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  talten  in  all  cases. 

Envelopes,  No.  21770. — An  American  consular  officer  In  a  foreign  colonial  pos- 
session reports  that  a  firm  is  in  the  market  for  low-priced  commerdal 
envelopes.  Samples  should  be  sent  with  quotations,  which  should  be  f.  o.  b. 
port  of  shipment,  or  if  possible,  c.  i.  f.  destination.  The  first  order  will 
be  for  2,000,000  envelopes,  it  is  stated,  and  if  satisfactory,  further  orders 
will  follow. 

Wire  naili,  scrctcs,  etc.,  No.  21771. — A  firm  of  wholesale  Iron  merchants  in  the 
Far  East  desires  quotations  from  American  manufacturers  on  wire  nails, 
screws,  wire  fences,  hoops  and  hinges,  etc.  Samples  should  be  sent  if  pos- 
sible.   References  are  given. 

Sewing  machines,  etc..  No.  21772. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  re- 
ports that  a  firm  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  sewing  machines  and  needles,  etc.  Correspondence  should  be 
in  French. 

Safety  razors,  etc..  No.  21773. — A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  writes  that  an 
agent  in  Central  America,  who  already  represents  a  number  of  American 
manufacturers,  desires  to  obtain  the  agency  for  a  few  additional  lines. 
He  is  particularly  interested  in  safety  razors,  flashlights,  fancy  candies, 
men's  garters,  automobile  accessories,  etc. 

Hoop  iron.  No.  21774. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Newfoundland  reports 
that  a  merchant  wishes  to  get  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
hoop  iron  for  barrels.  No.  16  gauge,  2  inches  width,  61  inches  long,  splayed 
and  punched  at  one  end.  First  order  will  be  for  two  tons,  and  if  satis- 
factory, larger  quantities  later. 

Textiles,  hardware,  etc..  No.  21775. — A  man  in  South  America  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  textiles,  silk  goods,  perfumery,  small  hardware, 
pharmaceutical  preparations,  paper,  and  other  articles  of  stationery.  Ref- 
erences are  given.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Rope  and  twine,  etc..  No.  21776. — A  firm  in  the  Far  East  desires  to  receive  quo- 
tations on  twine  and  3-ply  and  cotton  rope,  }  Inch  to  li  inches  in  diam- 
eter. The  firm  also  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  exporters  of  sizing 
materials,  leather  goods,  mill  machinery,  and  sundries  for  looms,  carding, 
etc. 

Vegetable  fat,  No.  21777.— A  chocolate  manufacturer  in  Spain  advises  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  import  vegetable  fat  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  chocolates.  References  are  given.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  Spanish. 

Ifovelties  and  specialties,  etc.,  No.  21778. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South 
Africa  writes  that  a  man  who  has  recently  established  an  agency  business 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  office  specialties,  household 
conveniences,  small  tools,  brushes,  lamp  chimneys,  wire  screening,  cutlery, 
and  cigar  lighters  with  cutter  attachments,  etc. 

Fruit  extracts,  No.  21779. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  writes  that 
a  firm  wishes  to  obtain  catalogues  and  price  lists  from  manufacturers  and 
exi)orters  of  fruit  extracts.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese. 

Cotton  waste.  No.  21780. — ^A  firm  In  Sweden  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  its  desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  cotton  waste  (fly  and  strips). 
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CTTSTAILMEIIT  OF  SAITISH  DBIED-FBIFIT  IHFOBTS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  July  7.] 

The  London  representative  of  the  Danish  Merchants'  Guild  an- 
nounces that,  owing  to  heavy  recent  importations  of  dried  fruit  into 
Denmark,  it  is  improbable  that  further  shipments  of  this  commodity 
to  Denmark  will  be  possible  before  the  end  of  the  current  year. 


BBinSH  IHPOET  FEOHIBinON  ON  WOODS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  July  8.] 

By  interpretation  of  an  earlier  order,  the  Department  of  Import 
fiestrictions  decided  on  June  26  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Cot- 
tonwood, chestnut,  cypress,  tupelo,  and  magnolia,  and  also  wood 
grips  for  electric  lamps.  The  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  battens, 
dating,  matchings,  or  sheetings,  unplaned  staves,  and  strips  of  woods 
not  under  prohibition. 

ADVANCE  CBOP  STATISTICS  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  June  15.1 

According  to  forecasts  by  the  chief  engineers  of  the  agronomical 
sections  of  Spain,  it  appears  that  an  increase  of  362,798  acres  has 
l)een  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  cereals  in  1916  over  the  area  seeded 
in  1915,  and  of  this  259j637  acres  more  than  last  year  are  planted 
in  wheat.  Should  no  accident  occur,  the  1916  crops  of  cereals  will  be 
approximately  4,161,827  metric  tons  of  wheat,  1,837,004  tons  of 
tirley,  798,531  tons  of  rye,  and  507,270  tons  of  Ojats.  ,  If  these  results 
are  obtained,  the  crops  will  show  increases  over  those  of  1915  bv 
870,725  tons  of  wheat,  35,036  tons  of  bwley,  135,501  tons  of  rye,  and 
a  decrease  of  29,046  tons  of  oats. 
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DTCSEASED  FOOD  FKICES  Df  ESOLAHII. 

[Consul  J.  S.  Armstrons,  U-,  Briatol,  June  10.] 

The  Board  of  Trade  Labor  Gazette,  in  an  article  <mi  the  retail  food 
prices  in  the  United  Kingdom,  states -that  they  were  higher  b^  aboot 
2|  per  cent  on  June  1,  1916,  compared  with  May  1.  British  and 
imported  meat  advanced  about  8  or  9  per  cent,  and  old  potatoes 
8  per  cent.  Fresh  butter  was  2  per  cent  lower,  and  bread  and  other 
articles  were  practically  unchanged.  Compared  with  June  1  of  last 
year,  the  retail  prices  showed  an  average  increase  of  20  per  cent, 
the  greatest  proportionate  advances  being  in  the  prices  of  potatoes 
and  ^anulated  sugar,  which  amounted  to  60  and  50  per  cent,  re- 
spectively. British  imported  beef  and  British  mutton  were  20  to  25 
per  cent  and  frozen  mutton  nearly  40  per  cent  higher.  Eggs,  cheese, 
fish,  bacon,  tea,  and  milk  rose  about  15  to  20  per  cent,  and  batter 
and  margarin  14  and  12  per  cent,  respectively. 

Bread  and  flour  prices  showed  little  change  compared  with  July, 
1914.  Better  cuts  of  British  meat  showed  a  nse  of  between  50  and  60 
per  cent,  and  cheaper  cuts  of  imported  meat  doubled  in  price. 

Taking  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  average  increase  in  retail  prices 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war  is  put  at  59  per  cent,  redocable  to 
53  per  cent  if  the  increased  duties  on  tea  and  sugar  are  deducted. 
The  average  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  of  the  working  classes  is 
computed  at  about  40  per  cent. 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  SWEDISH  HIST. 

[American  Minister  Ira  N.  Morris,  StockholiB.1 

No  gold  coins  were  made  at  the  Swedish  mint  during  1915,  but 
9,304,841  silver  and  bronze  coins,  with  a  nominal  value  of  1,999,772 
crowns  (1  crown=$0i268)  were  coined  and  issued.  On  the  making 
of  silver  coins  there  has  been  a  profit  of  1,101,077  crowns,  and  on  the 
making  of  bronze  coins  a  profit  of  27,371  crowns.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  has  been  a  loss  of  20,532  crowns  on  the  redemption 
of  worn  and  damaged  coins.  The  accoimts  of  the  mint  show  a  net 
profit  of  983,212  crowns. 

During  the  period  from  1873  to  1915  there  was  coined  at  the  Swed- 
ish mint  20,  10,  and  5  crown  coins  to  the  value  of  85^83,095  crowns. 
It  is  not  known  how  much  of  this  money  is  left.  The  mint  has  re- 
deemed only  15,635  crowns,  but  it  is  known  that  considerable  sums 
are  annually  melted  down  and  used  in  the  industries.  There  has 
been  coined  during  the  period  2  and  1  prown  and  50,  25,  and  10  ore 
coins  to  a  value  of  41,776,210  crowns!  Of  this  amount  the  mint 
has  redeemed  1,558,210  crowns,  leaving  40,218,000  crowns  still  in  cir- 
culation. The  value  of  bronze  money  coined  in  Sweden  is  3,027,069 
crowns.  Of  this  57,997  crowns  has  been  redeemed,  leaving  2,969,072 
crowns  in  circulation. 

Increased  Trade  of  JSeur  Zealand. 

Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  at  Auckland,  New  Tksduai, 
reports  that  of  the  total  value  of  the  imports  into  that  coontrj, 
valued  at  $30,219,291,  during  the  first  three  uiootl^s  of  1916  t& 
United  States  snpi)lied  goods  to  the  value  of  $3,757^17,  compared 
with  ^,842,712,  out  of  a  total  of  $24,434,954,  during  the  corresqpond- 
ing  period  in  1915. 
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IMPOBTS  07  COAL  AlTD  COKE  INTO  CHILE. 

(Consul  General  L.  3.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  June  13,] 

The  Chilean  Government  statistics  give  the  imports  of  coal  into 
that  country  during  1913,  1914,  and  1915  as  1,540,747,  1,257,559,  and 
411,317  tons,  respectively,  received  from  the  following  countries : 


Coontiies. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Countries. 

1913 

1914 

1915  • 

Onst  Britain 

Tons. 
934,430 

45,477 

13,413 

457.873 

98,«79 

Tons. 

sn.sn 

46,157 

17,208 

516,880 

143,404 

Tons. 
201,718 
2,S26 
SO 
155,541 
61,375 

Antntina 

Tons. 

Tans. 

Tms. 
7 

Oennany .... 

Netherlands 

India 

575 

2,621 
3,704 

B<tetom 

An&aUa 

T;nit«l  States.... 

Total 

1,540,747 

1,257,559 

411,317 

The  imports  of  coke  for  the  same  three  years,  with  the  countries 
of  origin,  were: 


Coontries. 

1913 

1914 

i 
1915 

Countries. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Onat  Britain 

Tons. 
13,207 
23,746 

Tons. 
9,588 
20,031 
6,720 
1,885 
4,647 

Tons. 

27,994 

25 

1,960 

20,172 

Netherlands 

Tons. 

2,075 

1 

Tons. 
4,040 

Ton*. 

Qttxnutf 

Uruguay 

Aostnlia. 

Total 

Cnited  States ,.. 

1,000 
6,308 

46,337 

46,911 

80,161 

The  shortage  of  coal  in  Chile  has  been  more  or  less  severely  felt 
since  the  beginning  of  1915.  The  Government  railroads  have  been 
seriously  considering  the  use  of  wood  for  fuel  to  supplement  this 
shortage. 

The  present  price  quotations  on  ooal  indicate  the  scarcity  of  that 
commodity.  Quotations  for  Valparaiso  and  northern  ports  at  present 
are:  Australian,  85  shillings;  American,  75  to  85  shillings;  and 
Chilean,  75  to  85  shillings. 


PASSENOEA  SEBVICE  FBOM  AVOHMOUTH  TO  NOBFOLE. 

[Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  jr.,  Bristol,  England,  June  19.] 

The  management  of  Messrs.  Elders  &  Fyflfes  (Ltd.),  Avonmouth, 
Bristol,  has  mformed  this  consulate  that  their  steamship  department 
contemplates  having  its  vessels  call  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  when  on  the 
outward  voyage  to  Colon.  Owing  to  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient 
sopplies  of  coal  here,  it  will  be  necessary  to  stop  over  at  Norfolk  and 
take  in  sufficient  coal  to  complete  the  voyage  to  Colon. 

Although  definite  arrangements  have  not  yet  been  made,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  company  will  carry  passengers  from  Avonmouth  to 
Norfolk,  thus  opening  up  a  direct  passenger  service  between  England 
and  a  port  in  the  Southern  States.  Passengers  wUl  also  probably  be 
taken  from  Norfolk  to  port  in  Panama  dnd  the  West  Indies. 

The  fleet  of  vessels  owned  by  Messrs.  Elders  &  Fyffes  is  at  present 
enga^d  in  the  passenger  and  banana  carrying  trade,  and  maintains 
fortnightly  sailmgs  from  Avonmouth  to  Colon,  Panama,  via  Kings- 
ton, Jamaica,  and  Port  Limon,  Costa  Rica. 

The  following  steamers  are  engaged  in  this  traffic:  Cavijui,  of 
6,539  gross  tons;  Oamito,  of  6,610  gross  tons;  and  Coronado,  of 
6,537  gross  tons. 
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TSE  BBinSH  SHOE  DIDTTSTBT. 

[CoBBul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  Jane  22.] 
Bristol  and  tlie  Buuian  Amy  Bo«t. 

The  Russian  army  boot  is  being  manufactured  in  large  quantities 
at  some  50  boot  and  shoe  factories  in  Bristol  and  vicinity,  and  it  is 
reported  that  this  is  the  first  time  this  class  of  footwear  has  been 
produced  by  local  manufacturers.  The  result  is  that  the  majority 
of  the  factories  are  concentrating  their  activities  on  the  military 
boot,  and  there  is  such  a  small  percentage  giving  any  attention  to 
the  civilian  trade  that  there  is  already  a  noticeable  shortage  in 
children's  footwear  as  well  as  in  some  grades  of  women's  shoes. 
Owing  to  so  many  men  having  joined  the  army,  the  supply  of  boots 
and  shoes  for  men  is  still  adequate. 

Workmen  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  military  boots  are  re- 
ceiving a  flat  war  bonus  of  85  cents  per  week  in  addition  to  their 
day  or  piecework  earnings,  and  the  ''clickers,"  i.  e.,  the  men  who 
cut  out  the  leather  for  the  Russian  army  boots,  receive*a  bonus  of  53 
or  55  cents,  according  to  the  labor  involved. 

[Consul  Robert  S.  S.  Bergb,  Stokc-on-Treat,  June  13.] 
Staffordshire  Boot  Operatives'  War  Bonus. 

The  retail  selling  price  of  footwear  has  increased  about  40  per  cent 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war  and  the  leather  used  in  its  manufac- 
ture, at  the  present  time,  is  inferior  in  quality. 

The  board  of  conciliation  and  arbitration  for  the  boot  and  shoe 
trade  of  Stafford  and  district  has  given  consideration  to  an  applica- 
tion of  the  operatives  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  war  bonus  agreed 
upon  on  June  18,  1915.  The  board  arrived  at  the  following  agree- 
ment: 

That  a  war  bonus  of  3s.  6(1.  (85  cents)  per  week  be  paid  to  all  male  curatives 
of  21  years  and  iipward,  who  are  at  present  to  receipt  of  up  to  and  including 
3r>s.  ($8.52)  per  weelc,  and  3s.  (73  cents)  per  weeli  to  those  operatives  In 
receipt  of  wages  over  S5s.  ($8.52)  per  w^elc,  other  than  those  in  receipt  of  the 
war  bonus  ou  Government  worli.  The  bonus  to  he  payable  for  the  duration 
of  the  war  and  no  operatives  to  participate  in  the  tmnas  who  have  not  made  a 
full  weel:  of  52J  hours,  irrespective  of  overtime,  when  worl£  is  provided,  unless 
lie  can  show  a  satisfactory  reason  for  absence. 

This  amended  war  bonus  will  become  payable  on  the  23d  or  24th  of 
June,  1916. 

TO  DEVELOP  SISAI  FEODITCTION  IN  THE  FHHIFPINES. 

(J.  p.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  Uay  31.1 

A  determined  effort  is  being  made  to  develop  the  growing  of  sisal 
in  the  Philippine&  Exporters  of  fiber  are  backing  the  project.  It 
has  been  found  that  the  plant  does  exceedingly  well  in  the  islands 
and  that  the  fiber  produced  from  it  here  is  of  excellent  quality. 

The  oflBcials  of  the  Bureau  of  Agriculture  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
are  also  lending  their  support  to  the  propaganda  for  the  cultivation 
of  sisal.  Already  considerable  plantings  have  been  made,  e&pecially 
on  the  island  of  Masbate,  and  it  is  expected  that  within  a  few  years 
th6  United  States  will  become  more  independent  of  tropical  America 
in  obtaining  a  sisal-fiber  supply. 
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BBAZHJAir  TBASE  IH  FARAOITAY  TEA. 

[Consol  General  Alfred  L.  U.  Gottschalk,  Rio  dc  Janeiro.  June  5.] 

Not  a  little  alarm  is  manifested  here  over  the  report  reaching  this 
country  to  the  effect  that  Argentina  proposes  to  encourage  the  plant- 
ing of  the  herb  known  as  yerba  mat6  (Paraguay  tea). 

Until  now  practically  the  monopoly  of  this  product  has  been  with 

Brazil,  whose  southern  States  grow  this  particular  crop  in  large 

quantities.     Cnrytiba  (State  of  Parana)  is  the  center  of  the  trade, 

and  exports  through  its  port  of  Paranagua.    Argentina  has  been  a 

proStable  consumer  of  the  product  until  now. 

The  drinking  of  mate  has  hitherto  been  confined  almost  wholly  to 
Brazil,  Argentina,  and  Uruguay,  with  a  little  consumption  in  Cnile. 
In  some  of  the  other  Latin  Americas  there  is  a  belief  in  the  remedial 
(tonic)  properties  of  the  herb,  and  it  is  occasionally  to  be  seen  there, 
bot  only  as  a  pharmaceutical  product. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  written  and  printed  in  Brazil 
concerning  the  headway  which  mat6  was  making  in  Europe  as  a 
popular  beverage,  and  the  effort  made  to  encourage  its  exportation, 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  product  has  thus  far  achieved  anything 
further  than  a  limited  and  entirely  local  demand,  and  this  only  in 
the  southern  portion  of  this  continent. 

Considerable  dissemination  has  been  given  here  to  a  report  trans- 
nutted  by  the  Brazilian  consul  general  at  New  York  City  regard- 
ing the  possibilities  of  introducing  mate  on  a  large  scale  into  the 
United  States.  The  American  market  has  never  known  much  of 
the  mate,  except  perhaps  as  a  pharmaceutical  product.  Its  imports 
of  the  herb  have  never  been  large,  amoimting  to  nine  tons  in  all  in 
1914,  and  to  only  one  ton  in  1915. 
OestUuitlon  of  Paraimay  Tea. 

The  exports  of  yerba  mate  from  Brazil  during  the  past  two  years 
were  as  follows : 


Coantty. 


19U 


M«trio 

t4BlS. 


Value. 


ins 


Metric 
tons. 


Valae. 


Total 

Unittd  States 
Argentixia . .  - . 

Vragoar 

Chile 


Sa,3H 

9 

44,381 

12,STS 

2,227 


$8,037,025 

1,471 

t,0»,332 

1,720,709 

243,158 


75,885 
1 
58,617 
14,071 
3,145 


18,959,006 

167 

6,961,467 

1,669,280 

299,965 


BVSSIAN  FAPEB-MIII.  PROJECT. 

[W.  Reed  Harrison,  secretary  to  American  commercial  attacli^,  Petrograd,  June  3.] 

Offers  are  requested  of  capital  and  machinery  to  construct  and 
equip  a  paper  mill  on  property  situated  on  the  River  Kama,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  Volga,  in  the  Perm  Government,  Eussia.  In  the  district 
sawmills  are  already  operating,  from  which  could  be  obtained  enough 
sawdust  to  make  20,000  tons  of  paper  pulp  per  annum ;  this  sawdust 
at  present  is  wasted. 

[The  name  and  address  of  the  firm  In  Kief,  Russia,  that  will  supply  particu- 
lars as  to  the  capital  and  machinery  required  may  be  obtalne<1  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  oHlces.    Kefer  to  file  No.  1545.] 
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AHEBICAir  CASOOES  ON  INTESSEI)  YESSEIS  AT  BIO. 

[Consul  (iencral  Alfred  L.  Moreau  UoMschalk,  Rio  de  Jaa^ro,  BraiU,  June  5.] 

The  consulate  general  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  has  on  numerous  occasions 
been  called  upon  to  serve  the  interests  of  American  shippers  of  cargo, 
directed  chiefly  to  African  ports,  and  shipped  from  the  United  States 
via  Hamburg  or  Antwerp  upon  German  vessels  such  as  the  Eiruria, 
Gertrude  Woermann,  and  others  now  interned  in  Brazilian  ports. 
These  ships,  which  belong  to  the  Deutsch  Ost  Afrika  Linie,  or  the 
Woermann  Line,  did  a  considerable  business  in  handling  American 
cargoes  transshipped  at  either  Hamburg  or  Antwerp,  and  sometimes, 
it  is  said,  even  from  English  ports,  for  various  places  in  West,  South, 
and  East  Africa,  and  sometimes  India.  When  the  war  began  they 
voluntarily  interned  themselves  in  Brazilian  ports,  where  a  number 
of  them  now  lie. 

The  problem  of  protecting  the  interests  of  American  shippers  of 
cargo  upon  these  boats  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  the  American 
claimant  often  has  no  knowledge  of  the  particular  ship  that  carried 
his  cargo  after  transshipment  was  made  m  Europe. 
Xethods  of  Oettlne  Amerlean  Cartro  from  Istented  Tessels. 

In  the  beginning  the  German  companies  here  allowed  the  with- 
drawal of  cargo  from  interned  ships  only  when  it  was  stowed  within 
very  easy  reach  and  upon  payment  of  proper  stevedoring  charges. 
Later  there  was  some  talk  of  combining  or  pooling  the  interests  of 
the  claimants  to  the  various  lots  making  up  the  cargo.  To-day  a 
more  practical  solution,  although  one  involving  considerable  ex- 
pense, has  been  reached,  as  follows: 

If  the  claimant  can  present  his  shipping  documents  (triplicate  set 
of  bills  of  lading)  to  the  ship's  agents  here,  the  cargo  may  oe  landed 
upon  payment  to  the  company  of  20  per  cent  of  its  invoice  value. 
Any  other  legitimate  expenses  that  the  shipment  may  have  incurred 
will  also  be  diarged  to  the  shipper.  In  case  the  shipping  documents 
are  not  available  to  the  shipper,  his  only  mode  of  procedure  would 
be  to  communicate  with  the  head  office  of  the  German  steamship  line 
that  did  the  carrying,  state  his  case,  and  request  them  to  authorize 
their  local  agency  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  discharge  the  cargo  and  han"d 
it  over  to  some  appointed  person  in  this  poi't,  subject,  of  course,  to 
the  conditions  above  mentioned. 

The  consulate  general  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  is  prepared  in  all  cases  in 
which  it  is  addressed  on  such  matters  to  hand  over  the  claimant's 
papers  to  some  reliable  customs  broker. 

All  that  is  written  above  refers  to  cargo  still  lying  in  the  holds  of 
interned  German  steamships.  In  some  cases,  notably  that  of  the 
Deutsch  Ost  Afrika  Linie's  steamer  Muansa,  the  vessel  rid  itself  of 
its  cargo  partly  by  transferring  it  to  other  ships  similarly  interned, 
and  partly  by  depositing  it  with  the  dock  company  (Compagnie  du 
Port  de  Rio  de  Janeiro).  Such  portions  of  the  cargo  as  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  port  company  are  subject  to  storage  charges,  to  satisfy 
which  they  may  shortly  be  sold  at  aueticm. 

Consul  John  K.  Caldwell,  at  Vladivostok,  Asiatic  Russia,  reporis 
that  according  to  the  Russian  press  the  Achinsk-Minussinsk  Railroad 
has  been  opened.  On  this  line  th^re  are  no  restric^ons  nor  prohila- 
tions  with  regard  to  the  acceptance  and  transportation  of  goods. 
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HEW  sirssiAK  bahwat  project. 

t^oamal  ot  Bussian-Amerlcan  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Moscow,  April.] 

The  Russian  Council  of  Ministers  has  approved  the  project  of  the 
Minister  of  Finance  and  the  Minister  of  Ways  of  Communica- 
tion concerning  the  construction  of  the  Ob-Ural-Bielomorsky  Rail- 
way. Starting  from  Archangel,  this  railway  will  be  built  to  JPinega 
and  will  traverse  the  Ukhtinsky  district,  crossing  the  River  Petchora 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  vills^ge  Troitzko-Petshersk,  and  will  proceed 
to  the  port  on  the  River  Ob  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Chemashevsky 
settlement  (the  Novitsky  works) .  After  the  line  has  crossed  to  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  Ural  Moimtains,  a  side  line  will  be  built  from 
one  of  the  stations  to  the  station  Nadeshdinsky  Works  of  the  Bogo- 
slovsky  Railway.  The  total  length  of  this  railway  will  be  about 
1,000  miles. 

As  this  projected  line  will  pass  through  the  dense  forests  of  the 
basins  of  the  Mezen,  Pechora,  and  Ob,  it  will  facilitate  the  exploita- 
tion of  these  forests  and  will  thereby  increase  the  revenue  of  the 
Forestry  Department  as  well  as  promote  the  export  trade  in  timber. 
It  wDl  also  provide  a  cheaper  route  for  the  exports  of  raw  material 
from  Siberia,  chiefly  Siberian  grain.  Moreover,  it  will  connect  the 
mining  districts  of  the  northeastern  slopes  of  the  Ural  with  newly 
discovered  rich  deposits  of  iron  ore  and  mineral  fuel.  Finally,  by 
creating  the  means  of  approaching  a  country  rich  in  natural  re- 
sources, but  up  to  now  almost  inaccessible,  this  new  railway  line 
will  make  it  possible  to  establish  factories  in  this  territory,  so  that 
many  articles  formerly  imported  may  be  manufactured  within  the 
district. 

SWISS  TIN  PLATE  IHPORTATIOir  SYNDICATE. 

[Consal  Walter  H.  Sebalz,  Berne,  June  17.] 

The  tin-can  manufacturers  of  Switzerland  have  formed  a  syndi- 
cate to  facilitate  the  importation  of  their  raw  materials,  notably  tin 
plate. 

The  raw  materials  to  be  imported  by  this  concern  include  tin  plate, 
white  metal,  and  so-called  Columbia  plate.  It  is  hoped  in  this  way 
to  ease  imports  directly  from  Italy  or  France,  or  in  transit  from 
these  countries.  The  organization  will  form  a  medium  by  which 
individual  members  will  be  able  to  do  business  through  the  Swiss 
Import  Trust.  Shares  are  fixed  at  1,000  francs  ($193),  as  no  mem- 
ber may  hold  more  than  five.  Members  must  also  furnish  bond  to 
tile  trust,  and  are  obligated  to  pass  in  advance  the  amount  involved 
in  their  purchases,  including  freight  tariff  and  other  charges.  In 
order  to  cover  the  running  expenses  of  the  syndicate,  each  member 
will  be  required  to  pay  a  commission  on  their  respective  purchases, 
the  amount  of  which  is  to  be  fixed  by  a  committee  of  directors.  The 
syndicate  also  obligates  itself  to  meet  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Swiss  Import  Trust  regarding  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  wares 
and  the  purchase  and  sale  of  its  wares.  Membership  may  be  ter- 
minated by  giving  three  months'  notice,  by  death,  by  bankruptcy, 
or  liquidation,  expulsion,  or  failure  to  pay  the  guaranties  required. 

The  address  is:  "Syndicat  des  Fabricants  de  ooites  en  fer  olanc* 
Neuengasse  20,  Berne,  Switzerland." 
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FBODUCnON  OF  SOSA  AND  SODIUK  COMFOUITDS. 

In  the  production  of  soda  and  sodium  compounds  in  the  United 
States,  figures  reported  by  the  TTnited  States  Bureau  of  the  Census 
sliow  that  the  number  of  establishments  was  unchanged  between  1909 
and  1914.  In  each  of  those  two  census  years  the  number  was  68, 
altliou^h  the  output  increase<l  41.7  per  cent  in  quantity  and  12.7  per 
cent  in  vahie. 

Tlie  sodas,  so  ca41ed,  to  which  the  report  i-elates,  are  the  major 
sodas,  comprising  soda  ash.  inchiding  white  alkali  and  refined  alkali; 
sal  soda,  including  natural  soda,  mud  mineral  alkali,  soda  crystals, 
washing  soda,  and  crystallized  sodium  carbonate;  bicarbonate  of 
soda,  including  bread  soda,  saleratus,  and  sodium  hydrogen  car- 
bonate; caustic  soda,  including  soda  lye  and  sodium  hydroxide;  and 
borax,  including  borax  glass,  lime  and  sodium  borates,  and  sodium^ 
bi  borate. 

Reports  for  1914  showed  the  production  of  1,371,105  tons  of  sodas, 
valued  at  $>22.filC).r)90.  The  output  of  these  sodas  in  1914  comprised 
90,169  net  tons  of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  valued  at  $1,439,014;  212,539 
tons  of  caustic  soda,  valued  at  $6,657,514:  106,591  tons  of  sal  soda, 
valued  at  $1,510,449,  including  34,335  tons  of  sal  soda  crj'stals,  valued 
at  $600,240;  935,305  tons  of  soda  ash,  valued  at  $10,937,945;  and 
26.501  tons  of  borax,  valued  at  $2,071,774. 

At  the  census  of  1909  there  wei-e  soda  products  aggregating  967,730 
tons,  valued  at  $20,061,505.  The  1914  output  thus  exceeded  that  of 
1909  by  403,375  tons  in  quantity,  and  by  $2,555,191  in  value. 

In  addition  to  these  sodas,  there  were  manufactured  in  1914  sodium 
products  to  the  value  of  $8,280,572,  not  including  sodium  chemicals, 
which  latter — for  example,  chemicals  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
photographic  materials — are  classified  in  connection  with  other  in- 
dustries. This  production  includes  169,049  tons  of  sodium  silicate, 
valued  at  $1,648,854;  11,824  tons  of  sodium  bichromate,  valued  at 
$1,125,398;  15,397  tons  of  sodium  phosphate,  valued  at  $853,528; 
20,263  tons  of  sodium  sulphide,  valued  at  $516,644:  24,505  tons  of 
Glauber's  sjilt,  valued  at  $316,338 ;  and  concentrated  lye,  the  product 
of  compounders  and  packers,  to  the  vahie  of  $1,5.56,141. 


AHEBICAN  COKSUIAB  GFHCEKS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
tioinmercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  <lirected  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 
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HUHOAKIAB'  dTT'S  FTTBLIC-UTILITIES  PLANT. 
(Consul  B«nj«mlii  F.  Cbate,  Flame,  Hay  9.] 

•  The  plant  of  the  public  service  utilities  of  Fiume  is  in  a  com- 
pact form,  ^tuated  at  the  extreme  northern  end  of  the  city,  between 
a  steep  hill  and  the  river.  Near  it  is  an  ever-flowing  spring  of 
sofficiMit  capacity  for  the  needs  of  a  city  of  800,000  inhabitants, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Giovaimi  Giordano,  who  has  been 
director  of  public  service  utilities  for  the  past  20  years.  The 
water  rises  more  than  50  feet  from  its  exit.  It  is  retained  in  a  pool, 
and  is  of  excellent  quality  and  a  uniform  temperature. 

The  plant  incluaes  the  oMiter  for  electric  lighting  and  street- 
car service,  a  rubbish  incinerator,  and  pumps  for  raising  the  water 
to  reservoirs.  The  buildings  are  all  of  brick  and  well  arranged  with 
extensive  gardens. 

The  water  supply  was  acquired  in  1894,  the  electric  lighting  in 
1907,  the  incinerator  was  erected  in  1904,  and  the  street-car  service 
was  taken  over  in  1906  from  a  private  company.  The  plant  con- 
sumes 30  tons  of  coal  a  day.  American  automatic  stokers,  water 
recorders,  adding  machine,  and  typeSvriters  are  in  use. 

No  statistics  as  to  the  operation  of  the  public  works  are  yet  ob- 
tainable for  1915.  In  1914  a  profit  of  approximately  $80,000  was 
shown  in  the  account.  There  is  but  one  street-car  line,  with  no 
branches.  This  is  being  double  tracked  for  a  great  portion  of 
the  way. 

Description  Qiven  by  utilities  Director. 

The  director,  in  a  discussion  of  the  features  of  tliis  big  city  plant, 
described  the  various  branches  of  the  work  in  detail.  He  said  in 
part: 

The  thermoelectric  central  is  the  heart  of  all  the  communal  estab- 
lishments and  produces  the  energy  which  supplies  all  the  other 
plants.  It  is  composed  of  a  boiler  house,  a  machine  room,  and  a  loca- 
tion underneath  for  the  condensing  apparatus.  In  the  boiler  house 
are  three  water-tube  boilers  of  the  Babcock- Wilcox  system  and  an 
automatic  stoker.  The  stokers  are  operated  by  an  electric  motor  of 
three  horsepower. 

The  coal  storage  place  has  been  constructed,  taking  advantage  of 
the  ramp  which  leads  to  the  plane  whereon  the  refuse  destructors 
are  situated,  at  such  a  height  that  the  coal  reaches  the  grate  bars  by 
gravitation.  The  clinker  and  ashes  are  extracted  from  the  under- 
groimd  clinker  channel  by  small  cars  which  are  raised  by  electric 
elevators.  The  service  of  the  boiler  house  is  completed  by  two  feed 
pumps  and  a  tank  for  the  heating  of  the  condensed  water.  Actually 
the  feed  pumps,  as  well  as  the  tank,  receive  the  necessai^  steam  from 
the  boiler  in  conjunction  with  the  refuse  destructor,  utilizing,  by  such 
means,  the  heat  produced  by  the  burning  of  the  refuse.  This  saves 
6  per  cent  in  the  amount  of  coal  required  for  the  whole  plant. 

The  machine  room,  in  proximity  to  the  boiler  house,  contains  two 
turbine-alternating  current  dyitamos  and  has  room  for  a  third. 
Condensers  are  operated  by  a  30-horsepower  electric  motor  with 
belt  drive. 

The  main  switchboard  is  in  the  machine  room,  upon  which  is 
located  the  necessary  apparatus  for  measuring  and  controlling  the 
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alternating  turbines  and  lines  of  distribution.     For  mounting  and 
dismounting  turbines  there  is  a  20-ton  bridge  crane. 

Current  for  Pnmping,  Street  Cars,  Ll^ht,  and  Power. 

From  the  central  station  the  current  is  conducted  by  three  wire 
cables  separately  to  the  pumping  station  of  the  waterworks  and 
also  to  the  station  of  the  rotating  transformers  of  the  street-car 
system.  From  the  central  itself  four  cables  start.  They  form  a 
double  ring  surrounding  the  city  and  serve,  one  for  the  distribution 
of  light,  the  other  for  the  distribution  of  power. 

The  pumping  station  of  the  waterworks  consists  of  a  single  build- 
ing, a  machine  room,  in  which  are  installed  five  centrifugal  pumps 
of  high  pressure,  directly  coupled  with  two  electric  motors.  Of 
these  j)umps,  which  make  1,200  rotations  per  minute,  two  are  capable 
of  lifting  150  liters  (158  quarts)  per  second  and  another  100  liters 
(106  quarts)  per  second  in  the  inferior  zone  (to  a  manometric  alti- 
tude of  230  feet).  The  motors  coupled  to  these  pumps  are  220- 
horsepowor  and  LSO-horsepower.  One  is  always  in  reserve.  The 
two  other  centrifugal  pumps,  which  have  a  potential  of  50  liters 
(53  quarts)  per  second  each,  raise  the  water  to  an  altitude  of  492 
feet.  Their  motors  have  a  potentiality  of  590  feet.  Of  these  two, 
one  is  always  in  reserve. 

Pumping  Arrangements  for  Various  Sections. 

From  the  pumping  station  the  water  is  carried  by  pipes  of  7.3 
inches  to  a  reservoir  whence  proceeds  the  pipe  which  conducts 
and  distributes  the  water  to  the  section  of  the  city  from  217 
feet  to  492  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  piping  for  the 
inferior  zone,  proceeding  from  the  pumping  station,  traverses  the 
city  by  various  branches  and  distributes  the  water  to  the  section 
between  sea  level  and  216  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  throw- 
ing oflf  the  excess  in  a  reservoir  which  is  about  2  miles  from  the 
pumping  station.  While  this  reservoir  receives  water  when  the 
capacity  of  the  pumping  exceeds  the  requirements  of  consumption, 
it  automatically  supplies  it  when  needed. 

To  supply  water  to  the  highest  section  of  the  city,  toward  the 
west,  a  subsidiary  pumping  station  has  been  constructed  at  this 
reservoir.  It  lifts  the  water  to  a  reservoir  situated  623  feet  above 
sea  level.  This  pumping  station  consists  of  two  centrifugal  high- 
pressure  pumps,  each  capable  of  lifting  15  liters  (16  quarts)  per 
second  to  the  maximum  height  of  492  feet.  In  order  to  avoid  too 
great  a  pressure  in  the  houses,  it  was  necessary  to  couple  to  the  dis- 
tribution apparatus,  for  each  of  the  two  pipes  of  the  hill  upon  which 
the  reservoir  is  situated,  a  walled  reduction  reservoir,  provided  with 
automatic  lever  valves. 

Transformers  and  Accumulators. 

The  transformer  room  of  the  electric  car  system  is  composed  of 
two  machines  each  provided  with  a  triphase  electric  motor  coupled 
directly  to  a  continual  dynamo  and  the  switchboard.  One  of  the 
machines  is  for  reserve.  Besides  the  transformers,  there  is  a  battery 
of  rapid-discharge  accumuhitors.  This  battery,  besides  suppressing 
any  momentary  o\erchnrges  cf  the  transformer,  renders  the  street 
car  service  practically  independent  of  the  electric-generating  center 
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for  some  time,  being  itself  sufficient  to  maintain  the  service  foi-  about 
two  hours. 

The  tram  lines,  starting  in  the  vicinity  of  the  barn,  run  as  far  as 
the  Istrian  Confine,  with  a  total  course  of  3.36  miles.  The  single 
track  has  a  gauge  of  36.88  inches.  The  aerial  track  is  composed  of 
double  copper  wires  of  0.81  inch  diameter.  The  service  is  kept  by  8 
trains,  each  composed  of  one  regular  car  and  one  trailer,  which  start 
at  7|-minnte  intervals. 

The  plant  of  furnaces  is  supplied  for  the  destruction  of  domestic 
and  street  refuse  gathered  daily  in  the  city,  of  a  medium  quantity 
of  25  tons.  It  consists  of  the  furnace  room,  the  rubbish  deposit,  and 
place  for  the  air  compressor.  There  are  four  furnaces  in  a  battery. 
Combustion  is  completed  by  the  reverberation  of  the  heat.  Smoke 
channels  carry  the  combustion  gases  along  the  steam  boilers.  These 
are  finally  di*awn  by  natural  draft  into  the  chimney,  131  feet  high, 
with  a  diameter  of  4.6  feet  at  the  top.  The  iron  deposit  for  refuse 
is  located  at  a  considerable  height  on  the  foremost  platform  of  the 
furnaces. 


mPOSHHO  COIOMBIAH  CATTLE  AT  CBISTOBAI-COION. 

[Consul  JuUus  D.  Dreber,  Colon,  Panama,  June  27.] 

For  some  time  the  supply  department  of  the  Panama  Canal  has 
been  bringing  cattle  from  Colomoia  to  aid  in  meeting  the  demand  for 
fresh  beef  in  the  ccHnmissary  stores  in  the  Canal  Zone.  The  number 
of  such  cattle  slau^tered  at  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  is  now  more 
than  1,000  a  month ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  increase  this  number,  as 
this  beef,  w^tich  is  of  good  flavor  and  popular,  is  cheaper  than  that 
brouglit  in  cold  storage  from  New  York,  from  which  port  the 
supply  department  is  receiving  about  100,000  pounds  a  month. 

Owing  to  pressing  demands  for  carrying  freight  between  Cristobal- 
Colon  and  ^i^ew  York,  the  Panama  B^ilroad  Steamship  Line  could 
no  longer  spare  one  of  its  six  ships  to  bring  cattle  from  Colombia, 
and  hence  it  became  necessary  to  transform  the  seagoing  dredge 
Caribbean  into  a  cattle  ship.  This  vessel  has  already  brought  two 
cargoes  of  about  400  cattle  each  from  Cispata  Bay,  Colombia,  but 
its  accommodations  are  to  be  increased  to  carry  600  cattle  at  a  time. 
Meanwhile  land  has  been  cleared  in  the  Canal  Zone  for  pasturing 
imported  cattle  not  in  fit  condition  to  be  slaughtered  for  beef;  some 
10,000  acres  near  the  Atlantic  end  of  the  Isthmus.  1,500  acres  at 
Empire,  3,000  acres  at  Culebra,  and  2,300  acres  at  Corozai  where  a 
Government  farm  is  maintained.  These  practiciil  measures  for  pro- 
viding a  cheap  supply  of  fresh  beef  for  the  Canal  Zone  promises  to 
be  quite  successful. 

Vew  Bntch  Fertilizer  Company  Organized. 

Commercial  Attache  Erwin  W.  Thompson  reports  from  The  Hague 
that  a  cooperative  fertilizer  manufacturing  company  has  been  organ- 
ised at  Goes,  the  Netherlands,  with  a  capital  stock  of  about  $100,000. 
The  factory  will  prdbably  be  built  at  Middelbiirg  and  will  be  driven 
hs  electric  current  funiished  from  tl^  central  st^ktion  at  Flushing. 
Tm  secretary  of  the  organization  is  G.  van  der  Slikke,  of  Wolf  aarts- 
ijky  the  Netherlands. 
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BXJBBEB  Aim  ITS  VALOBIZATION. 

[Translation  from  Jornal  do  Commerclo,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  19,  submitted  by  Commercial 
Attucbi!  William  C.  Downs.] 

The  local  press  has  again  taken  up  the  question  of  rubber  valoriza- 
tion and  the  projected  law  of  protection  to  articles  made  of  Brazilian 
rubber  which  was  vetoed  by  the  President  of  the  Republic.  [See 
Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  9  and  30,  May  22,  and  June  7,  1915.] 
It  is  pertinent  to  remark  that  this  bill  did  not  influence,  as  many 
suppose,  the  rise  and  fall  in  price  of  this  our  second  most  important 
export,  as  can  be  easily  demonstrated. 

According  to  latest  advices,  Para  Fine  Up-river  was  quoted  in 
New  York  at  74.5  cents  per  pound,  while  a  quality  practically  the 
same  from  the  East  was  offered  at  87.5  cents.  At  first  sight  it  would 
seem  that  manufacturers  would  supply  themselves  with  the  former 
as  its  price  is  lower,  but  because  of  impurities  in  the  Brazilian  prod- 
uct the  expense  of  cleaning  and  the  tare  aggregate  from  20  to  25 
er  cent,  which  causes  that  favorable  price  difference  to  disappear, 
"n  the  rubber  from  the  East  there  is  a  loss  of  only  1  per  cent  and 
sometimes  less. 

Now,  taking  the  first  one  (the  Para)  at  74.5  cents,  and  adding  to 
the  cost  the  expense  for  cleaning  (20  per  cent),  or  14.9  cents,  the 
real  price  to  the  manufacturer  would  be  89.4  cents.  The  one  from 
the  East,  "smoked  ribbed  sheets,"  on  the  same  date  was  quoted  at 
87.5  cents.  Adding  the  cost  of  cleaning  (1  per  cent),  or  0.87  cent, 
the  total  cost  to  the  manufacturer  would  be  88.37  cents,  or  1  cent  per 
pound  less  than  the  Para.  Aside  from  that,  there  are  other  grades 
from  the  East  (such  as  "  first  latex  crepes  ")  which  are  considered  as 
good  as  Para,  and  which  on  the  same  occasion  sold  for  84  cents  a 
pound — 5  cents  a  pound  less  than  Brazilian. 
Plantations  and  Factories. 

All  attempts  to  valorize  Brazilian  rubber  have  proved  useless.  The 
last  one,  in  1909,  was  a  disaster,  costing  vast  sums — and  that  when 
the  total  production  in  the  East  was  8,200  tons  as  against  42,000  in 
Brazil.  Now  the  situation  is  reversed.  Last  year  (1915)  the  produc- 
tion in  the  East  was  nearly  100,000  tons,  and  in  Brazil  the  yield  de- 
clined to  35,000.  The  production  for  the  East  this  year  is  estimated 
at  120,000  tons,  and  in  1920  will  be  300,000.  While  the  production 
in  the  East,  therefore,  increases  very  rapidly,  in  Brazil  the  output 
decreases.  [A  review  of  the  rubber  industry  of  the  Malay  Peninsula 
appeared  in  C!ommerce  Reports  for  June  21, 1916.] 

The  real  valorization  of  Brazilian  rubber  can  be  accomplished  by 
its  cultivation  and  the  establishment  of  factories  to  prepare  it,  the 
same  as  in  the  East,  and  thus  obtain  the  same  or  perhaps  better  prices. 
It  has  to  be  planted  near  the  cities  where  factories  can  be  opened, 
instead  of  searching  for  new  trees  thousands  of  miles  up  the  rivers, 
with  great  expenditure  of  money  and  the  sacrifice  of  many  lives, 
leaving  the  trees  spoiled  and  ruined,  thus  decreasing  the  production. 
In  the  East  the  trees  are  treated  with  the  utmost  care,  enormously 
increasing  the  output,  while  in  Brazil  they  are  drained  to  the  last 
drop  and  devastated,  thus  diminishing  the  yield.  Perhaps  this  idea 
may  be  considered  as  impractical.  It  will,  however,  materialize  in 
the  near  future.  There  is  no  product  so  profitable  as  rubber,  but  it 
must  not  be  obtained  from  such  tremendous  distances,  with  great 
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expenditure,  "where  there  are  no  facilities.  It  should  be  planted 
near  the  cities,  where  these  facilities  are  readily  obtainable,  or  close 
to  factori^  -where  it  can  be  conveniently  prepaied. 

Only  with  the  protection  of  heavy  import  duties  could  a  rubber- 
goods  factory  be  established,  and  it  would  also  be  necessary  to  ex- 
empt from  dut^  scores  of  needed  materials,  among  them  Sea  Island 
cotton,  which  is  considered  superior  to  any  produced  in  Brazil  for 
the  manufacture  of  rubber  hose  and  other"  articles,  and  regenerated 
rubber,  which  is  employed  in  large  quantities.     The  Government 
would  be  the  loser,  as  it  would  be  deprived  of  the  duties  on  nearly 
100,000  tires — which  is  the  annual  consumption  of  this  article — not 
taking  into  account  the  inner  tubes  and  other  goods,  and  of  the 
revenue  from  the  materials  exempt  from  duty.    The  people  would 
also  pay  their  share  in  the  largely  increased  prices  of  rubber  goods. 
And  how  could  such  a  law  be  carried  out  when  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  know  the  origin  of  the  rubber  in  manufactured  goods, 
except  in  a  limited  number  of  articles,  and  then  only  when  they  are 
of  pure  rubber  without  any  mixture? 

Segeneiated  Bnblier  an  Impovtant  Taetor. 

The  decline  in  the  price  of  rubber  is  not  due  to  the  increase  in 
the  world's  production  of  the  raw  material,  but  to  the  increase  in  the 
ontput  of  the  regenerated,  which  is  rubber  extracted  from  old  arti- 
cles, from  a  shoe  to  tires  and  worn-out  inner  tubes.  This  old  ma- 
terial 16  worth  from  1^  to  30  cents  a  pound,  and  the  regenerated 
rubber  from  5  to*40  cents.  The  quantity  employed  is  enormous, 
being  estimated  to  be  double  the  amoimt  of  the  raw  material.  Rare 
indeed  is  the  article  that  has  not  a  goodly  proportion  of  regenerated 
rubber  in  it,  and  there  are  many  that  are  made  exclusively  of  it. 

There  are  no  statistics  of  the  production  of  regenerated  rubber. 
The  first  estimate  which  appeared  this  year  (in  the  India  Rubber 
World  of  April  1)  gives  90,000  tons  for  the  United  States.  It  can 
be  easily  seen  that  tiie  estimate  of  300,000  tons  (twice  the  amount 
of  the  raw  material)  is  not  excessive  for  the  world's  consumption. 
What  will  be  the  oversupply  of  this  material  after  the  war? 


IBON-TBADE  CONDITIONS  IN  CANADA. 

(CoDEul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson.  Kingston,  Jaoe  14.] 

The  Canadian  iron  trade  is  affected  by  delay  in  procuring  skelp 
from  which  pipe  is  made  and  which  is  now  wholly  imported  from  the 
United  States.  It  is  expected  that  a  shortage  in  pipe  will  occur  be- 
ion  long;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  seamless  tubes  in  Canada, 
and  mills  are  refusing  new  business  on  account  of  the  surplus  of  old 
orders. 

Diftrict  OAeet  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  Tork,  Room  40Q  TTnited  States  Cnstomlionse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  501  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Satloiial  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  7ost  Office  Bnilding;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
Ukermla  Bank  BnUttng;  San  Bntaelseo,  S06  United  States  Cnstomhovse ;  Seattle, 
Mt  Wasj  BnlMiBf.  C<Mperattve  Uitrlet  oflees:  Cleveland,  Chanber  of  Com- 
llmtw,  -CUUIaMkU,  Chamber  «f  Commerce.;  Mst  Oenl  Vrt.  Agt.,  C.  B.  0.  «  T.  B. 
Sy.  Co.,  Otaetnnatl;  lo*  Angelet,  Cbambei  of  CMumeree;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
meree;  PUIadelpUa,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Cbattanooga,  Tenn. 
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F0BEI6N  TKAOE  OF  FAKAOTJAY  FOB  THBEE  MOHTHS. 

[Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  Jmic  3.] 

There  was  an  increase  of  $547,795  in  the  value  of  the  imports  into 
Paraguay  during  the  first  three  months  of  1916  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  in  1915,  the  total  value  being  $986,398,  against 
$438,603.  This  increase  was  shared  in  by  all  the  principal  countries 
shipping  to  Paraguay.  The  export  trade,  however,  decreased  in 
value  from  $1,097,447  for  the  first  three  months  of  1915,  to  $858,533 
for  the  corresponding  period  in  1916.  The  following  table  shows 
the  value  of  the  imports  from  and  the  exports  to  each  country  during 
these  periods: 


Countries. 

January-Uarch. 

Countries. 

January-March. 

19U 

1916 

UlS 

I9U 

iMPOBTS  rsoii— 
Arg^tinft             

1145,357 
14,763 
132,862 
31,825 
22,898 
32,492 
58,406 

t3<8,053 
14,627 

378,488 
44,981 
31,602 

110,624 
28,023 

BXPOBTS  TO— 
Argentina 

1677.231 
14,760 
28.511 
71.521 
168,285 
54,223 
92.916 

$715,878 
13,678 
13,438 

Great  Britain 

Itoly 

Netherlands 

29,093 
35,794 

Spain 

Uruguay 

united  States 

United  States 

32.446 

All  other  countries 

AU  other  countries 

Total 

17,608 

Total 

438,603 

980,398 

1,097,447 

8S8,SS3 

The  Principal  Imports. 

Textile  goods,  comestibles,  and  hardware  are  the  principal  im- 
ports into  the  country,  as  shown  by  the  following  table,  which 
gives  the  leading  articles  imported  with  their  value  during  the  first 
three  months  of  1916 : 


Articles. 


Values. 


Articles. 


Values. 


Animals,  live 

BeTerages 

Chemicals  and  drugs. 

Comestibles 

Furniture 

Hardware 

Mercury 


$20,684 
22,781 
36,520 

206.793 
44,946 

159,928 
36,262 


Ready-made  garments  (Includes  ho- 
siery, ludenrear,  etc) 

Textiles 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$44,428 
374,507 
39,6« 


«e6,38t 


GOVEBNMENT  FXTBUCATIONS  FOR  SALE. 

Among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for  sale  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended  July 
8  were  the  following: 

Ooremvtent  Aid  to  Merchant  Shipping  (Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Special  Agents  Series  119). — Describes  merchant-marine  subsidies, 
subventtoBB,  and  other  forms  of  direct  and  Indirect  Government  aid  to  mer- 
chant shipping  as  practiced  by  the  principal  nations  of  the  world.  Price,  ^ 
cents. 

Trust  Laws  and  Unfair  Competition  (Bureau  of  Corporations,  Department 
of  Commerce). — Historical  account  of  antitrust  laws  dealing  principally  wltb 
the  legislation  and  judicial  decisions  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries 
with  respect  to  industrial  combinations  and  unfair  competition,    ^rice,  40  cents. 
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UGHTHDIfi  DAH8EB  OF  TEEES. 

CConsnl  TUbot  J.  Albert,  Brnnswlck.  Qermany,  June  17.] 

Recently  statistics  have  been  collected  in  different  parts  of  GjBr- 
many  as  to  the  danger  of  different  varieties  of  trees  being  struck  by 
lightning.  The  resut  has  been  the  following  percentages :  Oak,  32.1 ; 
larch,  9.6;  fir,  3.8;  pine,  1.8;  scotch  fir,  0.9;  birch,  1.4;  beech,  0.3; 
and  alder,  0.0. 

The  character  of  the  soil  is  an  important  factor  among  others  as 
to  the  lightning  danger.  Trees  growing  in  moist  soils  and  along 
the  courses  of  nvers  and  brooks  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  ponds 
are  especially  exposed  to  the  danger.  Trees  with  deep  penetrating 
roots  are  more  easily  struck  than  those  with  shallow  roots  nearer 
the  surface.  As  proof  of  this  is  the  greater  frequenw  of  the  apple 
tree  being  struck  than  the  pear  in  the  same  orchard.  It  is  also  stated 
that  the  poplar  stands  first  in  danger  before  the  oak,  elm,  ash,  ^m, 
and  pear  tree.  Together  with  the  beech- the  least  attractive  to  hght- 
ning  are  chestnat,  maple,  alder,  and  mountain  ash.  Between  these 
two  groups  stand  the  apple,  cherry,  linden,  and  walnut. 

During  thunder  storms  it  is  advisable  therefore  to  avoid  oaks, 
popkrs,  all  varieties  of  pine,  willows,  elm,  and  pear.  If  shelter  is 
taken  under  a  tree,  which  is  always  dangerous,  it  ^puld  not  be  under 
(me  standing  alone.  The  planting  of  trees  which  attract  lightning 
is  recommended  in  the  neighborhood  of  houses,  especially  poplars, 
partly  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  reboukding  of  the  lightning. 
It  is  well  to  provide  such  teees  with  metallic  rods  to  mak^  them 
reaUy  effective  conductors  of  lightning. 


COTTOH  SHIFMEFrS. 


The  eotton  exported  during  the  week  ended  July  8,  1916,  at  the 
12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States,  was  as  follows : 


Vktikix. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

OHRlt 

8,8W 
1,161 
4,136 
18,343 

VirginlB 

5,081 

"■^iwlmiwitg                            .   . 

Gaivesto^i 

13,209 
24,392 

IbrylaDd 

N«w  Orltans 

NewYork         

San  Franciseo ; 

908 

North  Caiolliia 

16,818 

nOaMnhkt 

654 

Total 

SODthCVDlllB..!. 

93,S50 

NEW  NAVAL  BADIO  SEBVICE  BEOXTIATION. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Radio  Service  has  announced 
that,  effective  after  July  1, 1916,  it  will  be  obligatory  on  the  part  of  a 
sender  of  radiograms  to  be  handled  by  the  Naval  Radio  Service  to 
indicate  in  the  address  of  the  message  the  class  of  vessel  it  is  desired 
to  reach  by  this  service,  such  as  "  SS "  (steamship  or  steamer)  or 
"USS"  (United  States  ship),  as  the  case  may  he.  This  order  be- 
e«ine3  necessary  .on  account  of  the  confusion  in  proper  handling  of 
such  traffic,  inasraodi  as  a  large  number  of  names  of  ships  are  the 
Sabe  as  those  of  cities,  towns,  etc.  The  extra  iftoi'd  will-  lie  charged 
for  and  counted  in  the  check. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OFFOBTVUmiS. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  BarcAv  and  its  district  olBces.    Beqnest 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportnnitT  number. 

The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  talcen  in  all  cases. 

Sheep  and  goat  skim.  No.  21781. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece 
writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  enter  into  commercial  relations 
with  American  Importers  of  sheep  and  goat  skins.    Correspondence  may  be 

In  English. 

Cotton  bags.  No.  21782. — ^A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  a  possible  op- 
portunity for  the  sale  of  cotton  coffee  bags  in  one  of  the  West  India  Islands. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

Diviiw  outfit.  No.  21783. — A  firm  in  Canada  advises  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  is  In  the  market  for  a  diving  outfit 

Printing  inks,  and  colors,  etc.,  No.  12784. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Spain  reports  that  a  merchant  in  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  dry  red 
coloring  materials,  and  Inks  for  printers  and  lithographers.  References 
given.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Instruments  for  the  deaf,  No.  5l785. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  In  England  reports  that  an  established  firm  Id  London 
wishes  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of  Instruments  for  the 
deaf. 

Plate  and  icindow  glass,  etc..  No.  21786. — ^A  firm  in  Brazil  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  Its  desire  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  plate  and  window  glass,  beveled  and  fine  crystal  glass,  glass  for  the 
manufacture  of  mirrors,  colored  and  art  glass,  picture  frames,  and  metal 
display  frames  for  store  windows.    References  given. 

Bookbinding  machinery,  etc..  No.  21787. — An  .\merlcan  consular  officer  in 
France  reports  that  a  firm  Is  in  the  market  for  bookbinding  machinery, 
paper  cutters,  perforators,  etc.  Printed  matter  and  correspondence  In 
French  is  preferred.    References  given. 

Cigarette  paper,  No.  21788. — A  firm  In  Russia  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  is  In  the  market,  for  Immediate  shipment,  for  rice  cigarette 
paper,  similar  to  samples  which  may  be  inspected  at  the  bureau  or  its  dis- 
trict offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  76967.)  Width  and  length  of  paper  should 
be  22  and  22J  millimeters,  respectively,  and  come  in  rolls  of  4,000  meters. 

Bottlers'  tnachincry.  No.  21789. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  machines 
for  putting  on  crowned  corks  for  mineral  waters  and  other  bottles. 

Copper  tubes  and  nails.  No.  21790. — The  purchasing  agent  of  a  dock  company  in 
China  informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  copper  tubes  and  steel  wire  nails.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English. 

Agricultural  machinery,  etc..  No.  21791. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South 
Africa  reports  that  a  manufacturers'  agent  wishes  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  hardware,  agricultural  machinery,  fencing,  pumps,  and 
barrows.    References  given. 

Incubators,  etc.,  No.  21792. — A  man  In  Australia  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  in  direct  communication  with 
manufacturers  of  Incubators  and  appliances. 

Uachinery,  No.  21793. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark  writes  that  a 
firm  is  desirous  of  representing  American  manufacturers  of  machinery. 
No  particular  line  Is  specified. 

Dried  bananas.  No.  21794. — ^A  business  man  In  Venezuela  inquires  of  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  whether  there  is  a  market  In  the  United  States  for 
dried  bananas  of  the  small  varfety,  known  as  "fig,"  "apple,"  or  "cam- 
bure  "  bananas.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 
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COMMEBCIAL  TBA7ELEBS'  SAUFLES  IN  BBAZIL. 

The  consul  general  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  under  date  of  May  20, 1916, 
reports  that  American  salesmen  continue  to  arrive  in  Brazil  without 
the  documents  required  by  the  Brazilian  customs  authorities  in  order 
that  their  samples  UMiy  be  exempt  from  import  duty.  The  provisions 
of  the  new  Brazilian  budget  law  authorizing  the  free  admission  under 
bond  of  travelers'  samples  were  summarized  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  April  i,  1916,  and  it  should  be  thoroughly  understood  that  such 
exemption  is  allowed  only  when  the  traveler  is  provided  with  an 
invoice  certified  by  a  Brazilian  consul  in  the  country  of  shipment 
and  with  a  memorandum  in  addition  thereto,  stating  in  detail  the 
articles  contained  in  the  various  packages.  It  the  salesman  can  not 
produce  these  documents,  the  goods  will  be  subject  to  the  usual 
import  duties  and  no  refund  will  be  gi'anted. 

The  consul  general  also  emphasizes  the  advisability  of  providing 
commercial  travelei-s  with  a  power  of  attorney  from  their  firms, 
which  should  be  translated  into  Portuguese  and  in  all  cases  authenti- 
cated by  a  Brazilian  consul.  While  a  power  of  attorney  is  not  re- 
quired by  the  Brazilian  regulations,  its  production  might  tend  to 
facilitate  customhouse  procedure  in  some  cases,  and  it  would  un- 
doubtedly be  valuable  in  connecfion  with  the  soliciting  of  orders. 

It  should  be  understood  that,  even  where  import  duties  on  com- 
mercial travelers'  samples  are  remitted,  such  articles  are  subject  to 
the  "  e.xpediente "  tax  of  5  per  cent  of  the  official  valuation  of  the 
poods  and  to  the  other  supplementary  charges  imposed  on  all  im- 
ports, namely,  port  tax,  storage  and  handling  fees,  statistical  and 
stamp  taxes.  AH  these  supplementary  charges  are  small,  however, 
in  comparison  with  the  import  duties  applicable  to  most  articles. 

llnformation  concerning  pas-sports  for  Brazil  and  other  countries  may  be 
obtained  from  the  State  Department.] 


The  names  of  the  principal  importers  of  belting,  machine  packing, 
oils,  in  Goteborg,  Sweden,  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  by  referring  to  file  No.  77247. 

«3«'-16  J-'*^ 
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THE  HONGKONG  IHPOBT  TEADE. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  R.  Cnrletoa,  Hoaekong,  Cbtao,  K*r  22.1 

The  recent  sharp  advance  in  the  price  of  bar  silver  has  not  stimn- 
lated  imports  into  Hongkong  and  South  China  as  nu^t  reasonably 
have  been  expected,  for  in  normal  times  a  sliglit  advance  in  thie 
market  value  of  silver  lias  encouraged  foreign  buying  to  a  marked 
extent.  The  reason  why  the  import  trade  has  not  improved  with 
the  advance  in  the  silver  market  is  due  largeh-  to  political  unrest 
in  Cliina  and  the  moratorium  which  is  a  natural  consequence  of  the 
former.  Tliese  two  factors  have  brought  about,  except  on  existing 
contracts,  almost  a  stagnation  of  imports.  It  is  evident  that  the 
native  dealers  are  only  buyers  in  the  most  limited  way,  and  eves 
the  high  rate  of  exchange — an  increase  of  nearly  20  per  cent  since 
October  last — has  n«  apparent  attractions  for  them.  The  banking 
people  and  brdcers  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  serious 
depreciation  of  exchange,  and  whether  a  still  higher  level  will  be 
reached  depends  largely  on  the  course  of  the  war.  The  present 
condition  of  the  silver  market  is  apparently  due  to  the  strong  demand 
and  a  short  supply  rather  than  to  causes  of  speculative  nature. 

A  strong  point  in  favor  of  a  large  increase  of  foreign  goods,  par- 
ticularly j&om  the  United  States,  i.s  the  greater  freight  space  avail- 
able a«  compared  with  two  or  three  months  ago,  or  even  one  month 
ago,  and  it  is  quite  proper  to  assume  that  the  situation  will  become 
easier  still  owing  to  the  coming  into  the  trans- Pacific  trade  of  a  large 
number  of  ships.  The  renewed  shipbuilding  in  the  United  States 
has  an  important  bearing  on  the  lessening  of  transportation  costs. 
The  result  will  be,  it  is  thouglit.  a  gradual  reduction  in  freights, 
providing,  of  course,  that  the  demand  for  bottoms  from  the  allies 
does  not  increase.  The  key  to  the  whole  economic  situation  in  China 
is  centered  around  the  political  conditions  of  the  country,  and  when 
these  are  settled  it  is  fair  to  e.xjject  a  renewed  activity- stimulated 
by  the  high  exchange. 

FEUIFPIirE  SHEUB  SOVKCE  OE  PEBEUHE. 

[J.  p.  Iloomrr,  rorro*pond<>iit.  Mnniln.  Jniw  I.] 

The  perfume  of  commerce  known  as  "  cassie,"  manufactured  for 
the  most  part  in  France,  is  found  in  abundance  in  the  Philippine 
Islands  in  tfie  Acacia  farnothrrui,  a  shrub  which  grows  on  hundr«?ds 
of  acres  of  land  near  Manila  and  throughout  the  dry  parts  sf 
the  Philippine  Islan<ls.  This  shrub  has  small  spiny  leaves  and 
produces  a  short  black  j)od.  The  flower  from  which  the  essence  is 
obtained  is  a  golden  yelloAv  and  abimdant.  It  is  known  locally  as 
"  aroma." 


SPANISH  LAW  PROPOSED  IIMITING  FOEEIGN  SECTrEITIES. 

American  Anibay.sador  Joseph  E.  Willard.  at  Madrid,  Spain,  re- 
])orts  that  the  (Jaceta  de  Madrid  of  June  15  ccmtains  a  royal  decree 
authorizing  the  Minis-tcr  of  Hacienda  to  present  to  the  Cortes  a  law 
prirfiibitinf  the  introduction  into  Spain  of  foreign  securities  without 
the  authoii/atitm  of  the  Spanish  (Tovernment. 
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TO  STUDY  PAFES  KABKETS  IN  SOUTH  AMESICA. 

Every  coontry  in  South  America  is  to  be  visited  by  a  representa- 
tive of  lAie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  a  study 
of  markets  for  paper,  paper  products,  and  printing  supplies  for 
the  benefit  of  manufacturers  and  exporters  in  the  United  States.  A 
complete  report  is  to  be  made  on  the  needs  of  the  southern  Repub- 
lics in  that  branch  of  trade. 

Robert  S.  Barrett,  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  has  been  selected  to  make 
the  investigation.  He  is  the  publisher  of  the  Alexandria  Gazette, 
president  of  the  Virginia  Press  Association,  and  has  had  an  expe- 
rience of  20  years  in  the  paper,  stationery,  printing,  and  allied  trades, 
12  of  which  were  spent  in  Latin  America.  He  was  the  president 
of  La  Compania  del  Libro  Azul  (The  Blue  Book  Store),  stationers, 
paper  dealers  and  printers,  Mexico  City,  and  the  president  and 
editor  of  the  Mexico  City  Daily  Record  and  La  Prensa  de  la  Tarde, 
afternoon  daily  newspapers  in  Mexico  City.  He  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively abroad  and  speaks  Spanish  fluently. 

The  investigation  has  been  under  consideration  by  the  Bureau 
for  the  past  year  and  will  be  one  of  the  most  important  and  far- 
reaching  of  the  15  or  more  the  Bureau  will  conduct  this  year  in 
the  inters  of  American  trade  abroad.  The  work  will  be  divided 
into  four  principal  sections — ^news-print,  book,  and  writing  papers, 
building  and  wall  papers,  and  paper  products.  In  the  last  men- 
tioned are  included  more  than  50  articles  ranging  from  playing 
cards  to  paper  towels.  The  printing  supplies  investigation  will 
likewise  be  divided  into  four  principal  sections — printing  presses, 
type  and  composing-room  machines  and  equipment,  bindery  ma- 
dunery,  and  printing  inks. 

Mr.  Barrett  expects  to  visit  the  principal  cities  of  the  United 
Stat^  during  the  next  three  months  with  the  object  of  meeting  the 
manufacturers  and  ascertaining  how  they  are  prepared  to  handle 
export  business.  He  will  be  glad  to  arrange  conferences  with  manu- 
facturers and  selling  agents  wherever  possible,  and  the  Bureau  will 
be  glad  to  receive  suggestions  from  those  interested.  Correspondence 
should  be  with  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C. 

STABTING  A  BEET-SUOAB  INSTTSTBT  IN  SIBEBIA. 

[Journal  of  Russian-American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Moscow,  April.] 

The  beet-sugar  section  of  the  Society  of  Siberian  Engineers  has 
started  to  organize  trial  sowings  of  sugar  beet  in  Siberia  to  ascertain 
whether  it  is  possible  to  develop  a  sugar  industry  in  that  country. 
It  is  planned  to  make  the  experiments  cover  three  years.  For  this 
purpose  the  best  grades  of  beet  seeds  have  been  obtained  from 
European  Russia  and  instructions  have  been  drawn  up  with  regard 
to  the  sowing  of  the  seed,  the  care  of  beet  plantations,  the  preparing 
of  the  soil  for  this  purpose,  etc.  A  specialist  Avill  be  engaged  to 
look  after  the  trial  plantations  of  sugar  beet,  which  will  be  under  the 
direct  control  of  this  expert  beet  grower  and  his  assistants.  The  trial 
plantations  will  cover  sections  of  240  square  sazhens  (0.27  acre)  each. 
The  entire  organization  of  such  beet  plantations  will  be  imder  the 
supervision  of  S.  W.  Lebedeff,  professor  at  the  Tomsk  Technological 
Institute. 
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roBEiea  ownsbshif  dt  staiqih  kebghakt  makhte. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  June  15.] 

Tlie  Spanish  Government  is  considering  the  enactment  of  a  law 
limiting  foreign  participation  in  Spanish  maritime  entorpriaes.  Ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  laid  before  the  Spanisii  parlia- 
ment, all  maritime  joint-stock  companies  in  Spain  will  be  obliged 
to  have  their  capital  represented  by  noininative  Glares  into  which 
present  Iioidings  to  bearer  will  be  changed  without  revenue  stamps 
or  taxation.  tMienever  stocks  of  these  companies  are  to  be  trans- 
ferred the  Director  General  of  Commerce  must  be  notified,  and  no 
sale  can  be  made  without  his  consult.  The  stock  of  a  maritime  joint- 
stock  company  held  by  forei^ers  shall  not  exceed  25  per  cent  ol 
the  whole  capitaL  Partner^p  maritime  companies  will  be  obliged 
to  submit  to  the  Director  G«neral  of  Commerce  the  names  of  their 
members  with  the  proportion  each  holds  of  the  capital  of  the  coat- 
pany ;  and  that  held  by  foreign  members  shall  not  exceed  25  per  coat 
of  the  whole. 

Pending  the  passage  of  the  bill  tlie  Spanish  Government  virtually 
made  its  provisions  legal  by  means  of  a  royal  order  dated  June  14, 
191G.  A  period  of  two  montlis  from  that  date  is  allowed  for  the 
reorganization  of  the  companies  in  question. 

Tke  7aiat-fltoek  CompKaies. 

Joint  .stock  companies  in  Spain  have  had  liberty  to  issoe  shares  to 
bearer  or  nominatively,  as  they  preferred.  Inasmneh  as  l>oth  classes 
have  the  same  value  in  the  Spanish  commercial  code,  those  issued  to 
bearer  became  generally  adopted  beeause  easier  to  negotiate.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Bank  of  Spain,  the  Compania  Trasatlantiea, 
and  very  few  others,' all  the  joint-stock  companies  in  Spain  hare  their 
capital  represented  by  seeitrities  to  bearer.  Many  reasons  make  it 
desirable  that  the  Spanish  merchant  marine  should  not  pass  into 
ontside  hands,  and  it  is  held  imperative  to  adopt  measures  to  pre- 
vent evasion  of  the  existing  fegal  prohibition  to  sell  vessels  of  over 
500  tons  tonnage. 

[A  report  on  the  prohibiti»Mi  of  the  salp  of  Spunislt  vc-sst^k*  of  over  500  tooB 
wasj  p«Wis4i«V  fn  Commertb  Rbpobt^  for  Frt>.  10,  1916.] 

INCBEASEO  EXFESSBS  W  THE  M&LLAST)  BAILWAT. 

tConsul  Ftirnk  W.  SfabiD,  Amsterdam,  Jwa  IS.} 

The  report  of  the  Holland  Railway  Co.  for  the  year  1M5  shows 
heavily  increased  expenses  over  1914.  Labor,  loci,  taxes,  and  snp- 
plies  gei>erally  were  higlwr.  But  the  total  rereipts  were  20  per  cent 
abore  those  of  1914,  largely ^due  to  lares  of  9old)<:rs  traveling  to  and 
from  their  hcones  when  on  leave.  The  net  resolt,  therefore,  was  a 
dividend  to  stockhc^ders  of  5  per  cent,  against  3  per  cent  in  1914. 

XnflTEB  STATES  PAPER  MUL  FOS  CAKABA 

According  to  the  Monetary  Times  of  Canada,  a  United  States 
paper  company  has  made  plans  for  the  erection  in  Canada  of  a 
news-print  mill  of  200  tons  capacity.  Thb  mill  will  produce  news 
print,  round-wood  pulp,  an<l  a  surplus  production  of  sulphite  puJ^ 
Con.-triuti«ni  will  be  begun  as  soon  as  building  material  can  be  por- 
cli:      i  ii'ivantageously. 
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There  was  an  increase  of  $11^00,000  in  the  value  of  the  imports 
into  Brazil  during  the  first  four  months  of  1916,  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  in  1915,  but  the  total  was  far  short  of  the 
figures  for  1914  and  1913.  In  tixe  exports  from  the  country  there  was 
a  decrease  of  $6,900,000,  compared  with  the  first  four  months  of  1915, 
and  a  still  larger  decrease  compared  with  1914  and  1913.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  trade  for  the  first  four  months  of  the  past 
four  years : 


M<mth. 

Imports. 

19U 

1914 

1915 

1916 

130,300,000 
26,000,000 
30,100,000 
28,600,000 

123,300,000 
18,700,000 
18,200.000 
19,100,000 

$8,000,000 
8,300,000 
12,200,000 
12,800,000 

$11,400,000 

Fdmnr 

13,700,000 

Iteck..:...     . 

13,200,000 
14,300,000 

April : 

Total 

114,900,000 

79,300,000 

41,300,000 

52,600,000 

Month. 

Exports. 

1913 

1914 

I91S 

1916 

Udtuij. 

138,100,000 
27,100,000 
31,400,000 
17,100,000 

(29,700,000 
25,100.000 
22,400.0011 
20,100,000 

$23,300,000 
19,600,000 
26,200,000 
21,400.000 

$19,100,000 

FArawy 

18.700,000 

Mb*.......:::      ::::.............::: 

24,900.000 

Apa ..   . 

20.900,000 

Total 

103,700,000 

97,300,000 

90,500,000 

83,600,000 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  nine  principal  exports  from  Brazil 
fluring  the  first  four  months  of  1916,  compared  witn  the  correspond- 
ing period  in  the  preceding  three  years,  are  given  in  the  following 
table: 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1913 

1914 

1015 

1916 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Cottai tons.. 

SSte::::::::d2:::: 

Ctao do.... 

2S» 1,000  bags.. 

Hltos tons.. 

JWaeco do.... 

Iteto do.... 

SkkB do.... 

14,049 
4,937 
16,766 
8.324 
3.162 
11,533 
12,603 
18,728 
972 

19,613 
7  762 
15,421 

16,229 
4,000 
11,718 
11.577 
18,384 
958 

2,632 
31,561 
14,283 
16,944 

6,270 
11,040 

4,536 
22,375 

1,099 

13 
7,149 
13.363 

13,989 
4.381 

15,074 
5,772 

28,806 
1.580 

$4,100,000 
300,000 

26,500,000 
2,300,000 

M,  300, 000 
3.600,000 
3.500,000 
3,300,000 
1,100,000 

$6,900,000 
300.000 

17,300,000 
4,000,000 

53,400,000 
3,500.000 
3,300,000 

•-'.sottooo 

1,100.000 

$600,000 
2.000.000 
13.  MO.  000 
3,500,000 
59,100,000 
3. MO. 000 
1,300,000 
2,800,000 
900,000 

$5,000 
800,000 
16,500,000 
4,100,000 
42,200,000 
6,400,000 
1.300.000 
3,400,000 
1,400,000 

Total 

99,000.000 

91,600,000 

87,500,000 

76,105,000 

' 

HEW  CANADIAN  TBASE  COHHISSIONEB  AT  BBISTOL. 

Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  jr.,  at  Bristol,  England,  reports  under 
date  of  June  23  that  the  Canadian  Government  has  appointed  Mr. 
Norman  D.  Johnston  trade  commissioner  at  Bristol  and  that  he  has 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  at  that  port  in  the  promotion 
of  Canadian  export  trade. 
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TO  BAISE  FABM  YALUES  IH  FRDfCE  EDWABD  ISLAHS. 

It'onsul  \Vil|in»  .\.  Pl*rcp,  CharlottrtowB,  Printe  Bdwsrd  Island,  Canada,  May  2.1 

The  DrairjHpp  Act,  just  pftssed  by  the  Prince  Edward  Island  Legis- 
lature, is  the  Hi-st  proTJsion  of  the  sort  the  idand  has  had.  Experts 
claim  that  i?4,000,000  will  be  added  to  the  farm  raloes  of  the  Pror- 
ince  by  the  operation  of  the  law.  The  experiences  of  other  Pror- 
inces  in  Canada  have  been  considered  in  framing  the  statute,  par- 
ticularly the  Ontario  Drainage  Code,  consisting  of  the  Drainage 
Act,  the  AVater  Courses  and  Ditches  Act,  and  tlie  Tile,  StODe  and 
Timber  Drainage  Act.  v 

At  the  western  end  of  the  island  are  200,000  acres  of  "  wet "  land 
on  which  crops  have  practically  failed  for  three  seasons.  This  body 
of  good  land  can  be  made  by  drainage  to  prodiice  regular  and  larger 
crops  without  extraordinary  outlay.  No  part  of  this  land  is  far 
distant  from  the  sea,  on  account  of  the  narrowness  of  the  island. 
Thus,  very  deep  ditching  and  exp«isif  e  outlets  will  be  avoided.  The 
soil  is  clay  and  sandy  loam  with  hardpan  bottom.  The  land  now 
.sells  at  $25  an  acre.  '  Estimating  the  cost  of  tile  drainage  at  $30 
an  acre  and  taking  the  market  value  of  land  in  no  w^  superior 
to  this  in  other  Provinces,  after  tile  drainage  is  put  diown,  with 
values  based  on  crop  production,  at  $75  an  acre,  a  net  increase  in 
value  of  $20  an  acre  is  produced.  This  result  of  increased  land 
values  has  always  followed  drainage. 

Land  t»  Be  Asanaed — ^tMuit  to  Karmen. 

The  Drainage  Act  carries  the  usual  provisions  for  survey  by  engi- 
neers, cooperation  among  landowners  in  the  district  benefited,  and 
assessment  of  charges  on  the  lands  affected,  to  reimburse  the  Gov- 
ernment. Money  will  be  loaned  to  farmers  for  specific  drainage 
purposes  at  reasonable  interest,  funds  so  loaned  to  be  raised  by  me 
sale  of  debenture  bonds. 

That  the  drainage  project  is  earnestly  supported  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  a  company  with  $15,000  capital  has  been  incorporated  at 
(liurlottetown  to  manufacture  tile,  brick,  pottery,  and  kindred  prod- 
ucts. The  lack  of  tile  has  heretofore  been  an  obstacle  to  drainage 
operations.  The  cost  of  imported  field  tile  was  prohibitively  high. 
Within  the  last  few  months  a  bed  of  clay  has  been  found  on  the 
island,  and  when  tested  by  the  Mines  Branch  at  Ottawa,  it  was  found 
to  be  "exceptionally  fine  for  field  and  drain  tile"  and  "admirable 
for  art-pottery"  purposes.  This  coinpany  wiU  have  a  plant  in 
operation  turning  out  tile  and  brick.  Prices  of  drainage  tile  to  the 
farmers  are  to  l)e  regulated  by  the  Provincial  Government.  Instead 
of  importing  approximately  2,000,000  brick  annually,  Prince  Edward 
Island  will  manufacture  what  is  needed  at  home.  This  is  in  addi- 
tion to  the  principal  product,  drainage  tile. 

Edncatlonal  Campaign  on  I^aiaag e. 

In  the  farmers'  institutes  and  agricultural  short  courses  conducted 
by  the  Dei>artment  of  Agriculture  during  the  past  winter  tbroagh- 
out  the  entire  Province,  an  effective  educational  campaign  on  drsm- 
age  has  been  inaugurated  among  the  farmers.  Interwt  in  the  matter 
is  very  strong.  The  enactment  of  the  drainage  act  was  in  respcHise 
to  public  sentiment.    Concerted  effort,  it  is  stated,  will  be  made  to 
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give  it  full  eflfect.  Demonstrations  of  drainage  have  been  made,  and 
the  season  will  show  concrete  results  in  this  forward  movement  in 
the  agriculture  of  the  island. 


TEAK'S  FOBEION  T2ADE  OF  THE  TlinTEO  STATES. 

Exports  for  the  fiscal  vear  ended  with  June,  1916,  amounted  to 
$4,345,000,000  and  the  imports  were  valued  at  $2,180,000,000,  making 
a  total  foreign  trade  for  the  year  of  over  $6,500,000,000,  which  is 
much  larger  than  any  previous  total  in  the  history  of  American 
commerce.  These  figures  are  announced  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  with  the  explanation  that  the  figures  in- 
cluded for  June  are  an  estimate  based  on  the  final  May  statistics. 

Thirteen  great  classes  of  exported  articles  yield  a  total  estimated 
at  ^,024,000,000  for  1916,  as  against  $1,321,000,000  for  all  other 
articles.  The  following  table  shows  the  remarkable  increases  which 
have  occurred  in  exports  of  this  group  during  the  last  two  years : 


Classes. 

1916  • 

1»15 

1914 

$618,000,000 
473,000,000 
370,000,000 
314,000,000 
270,000.000 
170.000.000 
165,000,000 
126,000,000 
123,000,000 
123,000,000 
112,000,000 
80,000,000 
80,000,000 

I22f..000,000 
41.000,000 
370.000,000 

42S, 000,000 
206.000,000 

ioy.000,000 

l.il.  000,000 
21,000,000 
6K.  000,000 
40.000,000 
72.000,000 
20.000,000 

■  K..fjOO,000 

1251,000,000 

6,000,1)00 

610,000,000 

EipkBive* , 

Wfcatui(]fl(nir     .              

142,000,000 

Halts 

143,000,000 

146,000,000 

152,000,000 

7,000,000 

33,000,000 

27,000,000 

rr4tnn  nianufftctiiro?             

51,000,000 

Rtfliud  sugar       

2,000,000 

Uab» 

37,000,000 

o  Estimat«d  upon  basis  of  11  months. 


HASKET  FOB  HAY  IN  CITBA. 

[Consul  Kdward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick.  Canada,  July  6.] 

The  following  extracts  have  been  made  from  a  report  written  by 
the  New  Brunswick  representative  in  Cuba  and  published  by  the 
Canadian  Government : 

(."uba  Is  Increasing  Its  hay  Imports,  the  total  augiueuting  from  15,870  tons  la 
1912  to  23,3;il  tons  In  1915.  Nearly  all  of  this  comes  from  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  while  in  1912  Canada  siipplictl  about  tlie  same  share  as  the 
Cnifetl  State?!,  in  1915  the  latter  country  furnislied  21,448  tons  as  against  only. 
1,"17  tons  from  Canada.    The  Canadian  decrca.<e  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  war. 

Cuba  favors  hay  grown  in  northern  climates,  wliore  the  product  Is  said  to 
have  a  better  flavor  when  well  cured.  Jlost  of  (lie  Importation  Is  good  No.  2 
timothy.  Clover  hay  Is  not  In  demand,  and  If  inixed  with  other  kinds  should 
Dot  comprise  more  than  20  per  cent  of  the  mixture.  Transportation  com- 
panies prefer  hay  baled  in  .S-foot  lengths.  17  In-  22  Inches,  bales  weighing 
alKwt  170  itounds  each.  The  bales  sIkhiUI  be  tie;!  with  three  No.  12  wires, 
witli  tags  in.sertetl  showing  weights  and  sliipiilii^  marks.  Due  to  shipping 
conditions,  the  price  of  hay  in  Cul>a  hns  gone  up  to  .%*i4  per  ton  for  No.  2  timothy, 
and  ?40  for  chok«  timothy. 

The  New  Brunswick  Department  of  Agriculture  yesterday  an- 
nounced that  the  hay  crop  is  exceptionally  heavy,  despite  the  recent 
heavy  rains,  which  may  have  caused  .tome  damage. 
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LOAITS  OF  SECUBITIES  TO  FBE17CH  TBEASUBT. 

[Consul  General  A.  M.  Tbackara,  Paria,  June  21.] 

The  conditions  under  wliich  securities  of  neutral  countries  and  of 
companies  operating  in  such  countries  will  be  accepted  as  loans  to  the 
State  are  contained  in  a  notice  of  the  French  Minister  of  Finance, 
and  were  published  in  the  Journal  Officiel  of  May  5, 1916.  The  con- 
ditions are  briefly  as  follows : 

1.  Securities  may  be  loaned-  to  the  State  for  use  In  Its  negotiations  for  the 
regulation  of  the  exchange  rate  or  for  obtaining  credit  in  foreign  countriea 

2.  Only  securities  to  "  bearer  "  and  of  a  par  value  of  500  francs  ($9C.50)  and 
over  will  be  acceptetl. 

3.  The  loans  are  for  one  year,  dating  from  the  16th  day  of  the  month  if  the 
securities  are  delivered  to  the  Government  during  the  first  15  days,  or  from  the 
1st  of  the  following  month  if  they  are  delivered  during  the  second  half  of  the 
month.  At  the  option  of  the  Treasury  the  loans  may  be  extended  yearly  to  a 
maximum  of  three  years.  Lenders  may  demand  certificates  of  the  loan,  which 
are  negotiable  in  the  stock  markets  subject  to  the  conditions  laid  down  In  the 
loan  agi'eenient. 

StMks  Kay  Be  Sold— Interest  and  AUowanee. 

4.  If  the  Treasury  so  desires,  It  may  sell  the  whole  or  part  of  the  loaned 
securities  and  pay  the  owner  the  prices  fixed  in  the  lists  issued  by  the  Min- 
ister of  Finance,  or,  If  the  seller  prefers,  at  the  highest  quotation  reached 
during  the  three  months  preceding  the  notice  given  of  the  intended  purchase. 

5.  Owners  are  entitled  to  the  interest  due  on  the  coujKjns  of  their  securi- 
ties, together  with  the  gain  by  exchange,  if  any.  They  will  also  receive  each 
year  an  allowance  equal  to  one-fourth  (25  per  cent)  of  the  gross  revenue 
from  their  securities,  without  any  gain  by  exchange.  This  extra  allowance 
is  payable,  for  the  first  year,  when  tlie  securities  are  handed  over  to  the 
Treasury,  and  for  each  of  the  other  two  years  when  the  first  ceupon  of  the 
respective  years  falls  due.  In  the  case  of  stocks,  the  extra  allowance  will 
be  one-fourth  (25  per  cent)  of  the  last  dividend  declared. 

C.  The  loan  may  be  liquidated  before  the  expiration  of  tlie  third  year: 
(o)  By  the  rescission  of  tlie  contract,  which  the  Treasury  reserves  to  Itself 
the  right  to  do,  for  the  whole  or  part  of  the  securities  involved  upon, one 
month's  notice  being  given,  the  extra  allowance  paid  remaining  the  property 
of  the  lender;  (6)  by  purchase  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  securities  by  the 
Treasury  at  the  prices  mentioned  above  and  upon  one  month's  notice  being 
given;  (c)  by  the  amortization  or  reimbursement  of  the  securities  according 
to  arrangements  made  therefor  when  they  were  Issued.  The  Treasury  -will 
return  the  securities  or  their  equivalent  witliin  three  months.  The  securities 
may  be  received  by  the  Bank  of  France,  by  brokers,  by  credit  Institutions, 
and  by  the  principal  banks. 

7.  No  charges,  taxes,  or  receipt  stamps  will  be  paid  by  the  lender.  Securities 
will  be  accepted  bearing  the  revenue  stamp  or  not,  but  the  certificates  can  only 
be  negotiated  upon  the  payment  of  the  tax  due,  note  of  the  payment  being 
entered  on  the  certificate  and  when  the  securities  are  returned  to  the  owner 
the  missing  stamp  or  stamps  will  be  affixed  free  of  charge. 

listi  of  Aooeptable  Seonrities. 

The  Treasury  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  to  accept  further  se- 
curities on  the  foregoing  terms  and  to  modify  the  list  of  securities 
acceptable,  as  well  as  the  eventual  purchase  price.  Such  measures, 
however,  will  not  be  retroactive.  The  first  list,  issued  on  May  6, 
1916,  includes  securities,  bondsj  etc.,  of  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden. 
Holland,  Spain,  Uruguay,  Brazil,  Argentina,  Canada,  Egypt,  and 
tlie  Suez  Canal.  On  May  18  a  list  was  issued  giving  tJie  gross  rev- 
enue, the  amount  of  the  allowance,  and  observations  relating  to  the 
par  values,  exchange  rate,  etc. 

On  May  24  another  list  was  published,  which  included  about  150 
American  securities  of  various  classes,  comprising  bonds  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  American  railroads  and  of  a  number  of  the  leading  industrial 
companies.   This  list  gave  merely  the  possible  purchase  price. 

On  May  28  a  fourth  list  was  issued,  giving  the  securities  iistpd 
on  May  24,  their  dividends  in  dollars  and  francs,  the  allowance  ('25 
per  cent*^,  and  par  values  of  the  securities. 

Full  hsts  of  all  the  securities  that  can  be  loaned  to  the  tre.isury, 
together  with  the  possible  purchase  price,  and  tlie  amount  of  the 
allowance  (25  pel*  cent)  made  in  each  case,  will  be  found  in  the 
issues  of  the  Journal  Olficiel  for  May  r>,  18,  24,  and  28,  191G  [  copies 
of  which  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce and  its  district  offices  upon  referring  to  file  Xo.  78189  j. 

(Similar  actiou  on  tlio  part  ot  tlie  Britiiili  <i()venuiu>iit  wax  iw>1(hI  in  C'ou- 
MEBCK  UKTOKTri  for  JtuL  11  i.ud  Juiie  29,  1S16.] 

THE  PERTIIIZER  TBADE  OF  BSISTOl. 

(Consul  J.  S.  .iruistrous.  jr..  lirlHlul.  Kujtland,  Junr-  -jil.] 

The  tiade  in  fertilizers  during  tiic  past  season  ha.s  fallen  off  con- 
siderably. This  has  been  brought  about  by  t  shortage  of  labor  on 
the  land  and,  in  a  less  degree,  by  the  decreased  transportation  facili- 
ties. Thfi  demand  was  also  adversely  affecteil  by  the  abnormally  high 
prices  that  were  made  necessary  by  the  scarcity  of  available  raw 
mtterial. 

Modent  machinery  and  the  more  up-to-date  system  of  manufacture 
adopted  by  the  local  factories  has,  however,  been  of  great  benefit  to 
die  trade  and  has  in  some  measure  made  up  for  the  scarcity  of  labor. 

It  is  reported  that  American  phosphates  are  now  practically  pro- 
hibitire  in  price,  and  supplies  from  North  Africa  are  also  constantly 
becoming  scarcer.    Supplies  of  potash  are  almost  entirely  cut  off. 

Aside  from  the  scarcity  of  raw  materials  used  in  the  making  of 
fertilizens  and  the  shortage  of  labor,  the  output  of  local  factories  is 
farther  restricted  by  the  increasing  demands  made  on  sulphuric-acid 
plants  by  the  British  Government,  and  it  is  predicted  that  British 
lertilizer  manufacturers  will  not  be  in  a  position  for  some  time  to 
meet  tiie  d^ands  of  the  farmers. 


PUBCHASE  OF  INVOICE  BLANKS  FEOM  LATIN  AKEBICAN 

CONSULATES. 

The  consular  officers  of  the  following  Latin  American  countries 
in  New  York  have  recently  stated  that  invoice  blanks  may  be  pre- 
pared by  the  shippers  or  purchased  from  the  consulates,  at  the 
option  of  the  exporter:  Colombia,  Cuba,  Dominican  Bepublic, 
Ecuador,  Haiti,  and  Venezuela.  In  tlie  case  of  shipments  destined 
for  Bolivia,  Chile,  Costa  Kica,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Nicaragua, 
Panama,  Peru,  and  Salvador,  however,  tlie  purchase  of  blanks  from 
the  consulates  is  obligatory.  The  charges  for  invoice  blanks  are  set 
forth  in  Tariff  Series  No.  24  and  24A,  published  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  C/ommerce,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained 
ior  10  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Waslilngton 
or  from  any  of  tlie  district  offices  of  that  Bureau.  It  appears  that 
the  charges  for  invoice  blanks  specified  in  Tariff  Series  No.  24A 
should  be  amended  as  follows:  Panama  (6  copies)  $0.25,  Peru  (4 
copies)  $0.30,  and  Dominican  Republic  (4  copies)  $0.10  or  $0.15, 
according  to  size. 
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BOOM  IN  RUSSIAN  COTTON-TEXTILE  INBVSTBY. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Ilenrj  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  Jane  12.] 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Oryekhovo,  about  60  miles 
from  Moscow,  on  the  railway  to  Nizhni  Novgorod.  This  town,  with 
a  population  of  about  70,000,  is  almost  entirely  given  up  to  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  textiles,  being  one  of  the  largest  centers  of 
this  industry  in  Russia. 

Notwithstanding  repeated  advances  in  wages,  which  have  amoimted 
to  75  per  cent  since  last  October,  the  mills  are  making  enormous 
profits,  the  net  earnings  for  the  last  year  having  been  nearly  equal  to 
the  entire  capital  stock.  The  market  values  of  cotton-mill  shares 
have  been  rapidly  soaring  and  are  now  in  some  instances  double  what 
they  were  a  year  ago.  The  great  gain  in  profits  has  been  accom- 
plished notwithstanding  continuous  advances  in  wages  arid  very 
much  higher  costs  for  fuel,  which  is  three  times  what  it  was  a  year 
ago,  and  for  dyes,  which  are  about  16  times  the  prices  at  which  they 
could  be  bought  before  the  war. 

Increase  in  Wages. 

A  proprietor  of  mills  employing  17,000  people  has  given  the  fol- 
lowing increase  in  wages  during  the  last  few  months :  October,  1914, 
4  per  cent;  Easter,  1915,  5  per  cent;  August,  1915,  10  per  cent;  Octo- 
ber, 1915,  16  per  cent;  March,  1916,  15  per  cent:  April,  1916,  15  per 
cent;  total,  65  per  cent,  or,  including  increments  compounding  on  the  . 
increases  noted,  about  75  per  cent.  A  further  increase  will  probably 
be  made  shortly.  The  mills  could  easily  pay  it  with  their  large 
margin  of  profit,  and  it  is  desirable  to  keep  the  employees  entirely 
satisfied  in  these  times,  when  the  mills  could  ill  afford  to  lose  any 
labor. 

Although  the  employees  are  obliged  to  contend  with  the  constantly 
increasing  cost  of  living,  their  position  as  regards  difference  betwe^ep,, 
cost  of  living  and  wages  is  25  per  cent  better  than  before  the  war, 
and  their  savings  have  increased  about  800  per  cent  since  the  war 
started.  This  huge  gain  in  savings  is  attributable  not  only  to  the 
increase  in  wages  but  also  to  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  vodka. 

Labor  Conditions. 

The  loss  of  men  employees  of  military  age  has  been  met  by  in- 
creased employment  of  women  and  children.  The  law  forbidding  the 
employment  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  has  been  relaxed,  and 
many  children  are  now  being  employed  at  the  age  of  14  years.  Before 
the  war  only  about  half  of  the  employees  were  women  and  children, 
who  now  constitute  about  70  per  cent  of  the  employees.  Notwith- 
standing the  small  proportion  of  men,  the  aggregate  productivity  of 
employees  has  increased,  owing  to  the  extinction  of  the  vodka  habit. 
Except  for  wounded  soldiers,  the  hospitals  at  Oryekhovo  now  average 
only  half  as  many  patients  as  before  the  war.  The  mortality  among 
children  has  dropped  to  half  of  what  it  was  previous  to  the  war. 
The  general  death  rate  of  all  classes  of  people  at  Oryekhovo,  which 
before  the  war  was  34  per  1,000,  is  now  only  20  per  1,000.  The  birth 
rate  has  dropped  from  40  to  34  per  1,000  since  the  war,  but  on  account 
of  the  big  decline  in  the  death  rate  there  is  still  a  net  increase  in 
population. 
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Meet  at  Company  Stores. 

The  largest  mills  m:>intain  company  stoi-es,  whidi  try  to  keep 
down  the  cost  of  living  by  maintaining  prices  as  low  as  possible, 
thns  forcing  outside  stores  to  refrain  from  excessive  advances.  In 
selling  food  products,  for  instance,  a  store  maintained  by  the  man- 
agement of  the  mills  is  now  making  losses  of  over  $10,000  per  month 
in  order  to  keep  down  the  prices  oi  food  and  thus  lessen  the  necessity 
of  advance  in  wages.  The  following  table  shows  the  present  prices 
of  various  food  products  at  the  company  stores  and  at  outside  stores 
and  the  prices  of  the  same  articles  before  the  war.  Conversions 
from  Russian  currency  have  been  made  at  the  normal  rate  of  $0,515 
to  the  ruble : 
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The  cost  of  clothing  has  about  doubled  since  the  war  started,  cot- 
Urn  trousers,  for  instance,  having  advanced  from  $0.93  to  $1.80  per 
pair.  Boots  have  experienced  a  still  greater  advance,  being  now 
$11.85  per  pair,  as  against  $3.35  before  the  war.  Women's  and  chil- 
dren's shoes  have  about  trebled  in  price.  Considerablfe  brass  and 
metal  work  has  gone  up  150  per  cent,  stationery  supplies  have  about 
doubled  in  price,  and  cnildren's  toys  have  gone  up  50  j)er  cent. 

In  considering  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  living,  it  is  difficult  to 
estimate  the  relative  part  played  by  various  causes,  such  as  the  de- 
clining purchasing  power  of  the  ruble,  which,  as  compared  with 
Amencan  dollars^  has  gone  down  from  51  to  about  31  cents;  the 
increased  difficulties  of  transportation  and  importation  of  goods  into 
Russia;  and,  finally,  the  increased  spending  power  of  the  factory 
workers,  due  to  their  higher  wages  and  the  saving  that  has  resulted 
from  the  vodka  prohibition,  "flie  manager  of  the  company  stores 
at  Oyekhovo  stated  that,  notwithstanding  the  great  increases  in 
prices,  the  demand  for  the  goods  was  larger  than  it  had  ever  been 
m  the  history^of  this  factory  town,  and  that  the  greatest  difficulty 
experienced  was  in  securing  sufficient  supplies  to  sell. 

Wk  U  rriees  of  Textile  Prodnets. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  mills  having  their  own  products  to 
sell,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  sewing  threads  (6-cord)  which  before 
the  war  sold  at  $4.64  per  gross  now  sell  at  $10.30  per  gross,  and 
caUco  yams  (34  S  twist)  which  sold  before  the  war  f6r  20.50  rubles 
per  p{K)d  ($29.23  per  100  pounds)  now  sell  at  43.50  rubles  per  pood 
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($62.03  per  iOO  pounds)  for  Government  purposes  and  60  rubles  per 
pood  ($85.57  per  100  pounds)  for  ordinary  commercial  use.  Other 
c«tton  textile  products  are  being  sold  at  corresponding  advances. 

The  mills  producing  textile  goods  are  obliged  to  seU  42  per  cent 
of  their  production  to  the  Russian  Government.  The  Government 
requires  mainly  khaki  drills  and  flannelettes  for  soldiers'  xmderwear. 
The  mills  are  now  working  on  military  underwear  for  the  next  win- 
ter. There  is  also  considerable  manufacture  of  puttees,  or  cotton 
wrapping  for  the  feet,  which  Russian  soldiers  use  instead  of  socks; 
also  aeroplane  cloth  and  sewing  threads,  especially  those  used  in 
reclaiming  old  boots. 

Analysis  of  Increased  Cost  of  Production  of  Cotton  Ooods. 

The  increase  in  costs  incident  to  the  production  of  cotton  goods  in- 
clude labor  cost,  which  has  risen  from  about  $0.52  per  day  before 
the  war  to  $0.90  at  present.  Leather  belting  for  rollers  has  gone 
up  from  36  to  160  rubles  per  pood  ($51.34  to  $228.17  per  100  pounds). 
The  cost  of  peat  used  for  fuel  for  power  purposes,  formerly  10 
kopecks  per  pood  ($2.85  per  short  ton),  has  risen  to  35  kopecks 
per  pood  ($9.98  per  ton).  The  most  serious  advance  has  been  in 
the  cost  of  dyes,  which  before  the  war  cost  about  10  rubles  per 
pood  ($285.20  per  ton),  but  which  can  now  be  obtained  only  with 
difficulty  at  160.30  rubles  per  pood  ($4,571.80  per  ton).  For  khaki 
colors  the  mills  are  using  locally  made  logwood  dyes.  They  have 
abolished  the  use  of  anilme  black  dyes.  For  light  gray,  they  are 
managing  to  get  along  with  about  20  per  cent  less  dye.  Their  blue 
dyes  are  being  made  from  acorns.  The  mills  would  like  to  use  Pe- 
ruvian red  cotton  for  their  khakis,  as  this  cotton,  with  which  they 
have  already  successfully  experimented,  does  not  require  dyeing,  but 
they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  this  cotton  in  commercial  quanti- 
ties. 

The  cost  of  cotton  itself  has  not  gone  up  proportionately  to  the 
advance  in  the  textile  products,  and  this  fact  accounts  m  chief 
measure  for  the  increasing  profits  of  the  mills,  notwithstanding  the 
other  heavy  costs  incident  to  production.  The  Mo.scow  Cotton  Com- 
mittee has  limited  the  selling  price  of  Russo-Asiatic  cotton  to  24 
rubles  per  pood  ($171.10  per  500-pound  bale).  American  cotton  sells 
in  Moscow  for  about  30  rubles  per  pood  ($213.90  per  bale) ;  its  cost 
depends  upon  the  American  market,  plus  the  increased  cost  of  freight 
and  the  increased  duties.  On  application  of  the  Moscow  Cotton 
Committee  to  the  Credit  Chancellery  at  Petrograd,  pounds  sterling 
can  be  obtained  for  financing  cotton  purchases  at  Liverpool  at  spe- 
cially favorable  rates  of  excliange  (at  present  120  rubles  for  £10,  or 
about  2.50  rubles  to  $1).  Every  mill  has  the  right  to  purchase 
American  cotton  to  fill  its  reasonable  requirement  at  this  rate  of 
exchange,  which  is  much  lower  than  that  which  can  be  obtained  for 
less  favored  commodities.  The  Rus.sian  mills  appear  to  be  making 
a  fairly  liberal  use  of  American  cotton,  in  spite  of  the  transporta- 
tion difficulties  incident  to  its  importation.  Practically  all  the  Amer- 
ican cotton  used  in  recent  months  lias  come  via  Vladivostok,  fre- 
Suently  in  a  somewhat  wet  condition,  so  that  it  has  to  be  used  inime- 
iately  to  prevent  deterioration. 
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Kanian  C«ttoa  Cxop — Imports  fi<»  Vaited  States  aad  Their  Uses. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Basso- Asiatic  crop  (ioeluding  the  Cau- 
easas  bvt  esdnding  Persia),  with  the  cotton  harvested  last  Septem- 
ber and  October,  can  proride  about  21.000,00i>  )>oods  (1.516,700 
bales)  of  cotton,  as  against  18,000,000  poods  (1,3(M).10()  bales)  previ- 
oosh'  produced.  The  cotton  department  of  the  Merchants  Bank  at 
Moscow  estinoates  that  aboHt  6,000,000  or  7^)00,000  poods  (433,000 
or  5064)00  bales)  of  American  cotton  will  be  impoi'te<l  this  year  into 
Russia,  chiefly  by  way  of  Vladivostok.  The  cc^  of  bringing  cotton 
in  by  this  route  is  estimated  at  about  $4.50  per  100  pounds.  It  was 
moitioned  that  a  very  serious  loss  of  American  »nd  Egyptian  cotton 
had  occurred  at  Vladivostok  on  May  6,  when  about  4.01)0  bales  were 
destroyed  by  fire. 

The  chief  uses  of  American  cotton  were  explained  by  tlie  outnager 
of  mills  at  Oryekhovo,  for  the  Russian  textile  industry,  to  be  as 
fcOows:  Texas  and  New  Orleans  cottons  2^,  29,  and  30  millimeters 
(LIO',  1.14,  and  1.18  inehes)  in  length  of  fiber,  are  used  for  warp 
yams  in  calicoes,  sa teats,  coarae  plushes,  linings,  raoleskios,  and  tor 
filling  in  mixed  silk  gooiis.  Uplands  cottons  are  used  for  weft  yam 
(filling)  for  calicoes. linings,  Bwleskins.  and  coarse  sateeits.  Benders 
cottons  33/34  miilim^ers  (1.30  and  1.34  inches)  in  kngth  of  fiber, 
are  used  for  finer  warp  and  weft  yarns  in  handkerchiefs,  muslins, 
sateens,  nainsooks,  etc.  Peelers  cottons  are  used  for  finer  yarns  in 
sewing  thread  and  mixed  slk  goods.  Sea  Island  cotttwi  is  used  for 
fine  sewing-thread  yarns. 

An  interesting  feature  in  the  development  of  the  Russian  cotton 
textile  industry  »  the  tendency  to  manufacture  finer  grades  of 
foods,  to  meet  the  eonstantty  increa^ng  standard  of  living.  This 
tendency  has  beoi  esf>ecialty  noticeable  since  the  Russian  peasantry 
has  lost  the  opportonity  to  spend  its  earnings  on  vodka  and  conse- 
quently has  been  able  to  increase  largely  its  expenditures. on  apparel. 
iJiHiows  of  people  in  Sussia  to-day  are  beginning  to  dress  better,  and 
to  make  use  of  such  articles  as  cotton  handkerchiefs,  coDars,  etc., 
which  formerly  had  smtU  use  among  the  peasantry.  Tlie  eeon<Hnie 
significance  of  this  change  is  bound  to  be  felt  in  the  future  with 
orerwhelming  force.    • 

American  Opportonity  in  Devel^meat  of  Rnasiaa  Cotton  Indnstry. 

An  in\estigatioa  of  the  cotton  situation  in  Russia,  however,  does 
not  seem  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  Russia  will  increase  its  pur- 
chases of  raw  cotttm  from  the  Ucdted  States.  In  Turkestan,  in  dis- 
tricts north  of  the  Oxns  River,  there  is  a  greatly  increased  production 
of  cotton.  Large  areas  of  new  country  are  Ving  opened  up  by  irri- 
gation, and  the  rapid  extension  of  the  Bokhara  Railway  system, 
which  new  has  a  terminus  only  abont  500  miles  away  from  British 
Indkk,  at  Peshawur,  has  brought  great  additional  tracts  of  cotton- 
prodncir-g  country  into  easy  communication  with  the  Riissian  market. 
Leading  authorities  in  the  cotton  trade  in  Rus'^i:!  estimate  that  within 
about  10  years  Russia  will  not  need  to  import  any  American  cotton 
at  aU.  American  seed  is  being  rapidly  substituted  for  native  seed, 
and  im{Koved  American  machinery  for  ginning,  etc.,  has  been  exten- 
sively introduced.  There  is  said,  however,  to  exist  a  splendid  oppor- 
tunity fci  American  capitalists  familiar  with  the  cotton  industry  of 
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the  SoutKtm  States  to  go  into  cotton  growing,  cottonseed  pressing, 
etc.,  by  up-to-date  American  methods,  and  to  reclaim  by  irrigation 
considerable  areas  of  country  in  which  cotton  is  not  vet  grown  but- 
which  can  easily  be  opened  up  by  introducing  water  rrom  the  Oxus 
River  or  its  tributaries. 

There  is  also  said  (to  be  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  erection 
of  cotton  mills  at  Bokhara  and  other  parts  of  Turkestan  to  make 
cotton  piece  goods  for  Siberia  and  perhaps  also  for  Mongolia, 
Manchuria,  China,  and  Afghanistan.  At  present  Siberia  obtains 
its  cotton  goods  chiefly  from  Moscow.  This  means  that  cotton  grown 
in  Turkestan  has  to  be  transported  all  the  way  to  Moscow,  or  sur- 
rounding milling  centers,  to  be  manufactured  into  textiles,  which 
in  turn  have  to  be  transported  back  to  Siberia,  the  transportation  cost 
amounting  to  nearly  3  rubles  per  pood  (about  $20  per  bale),  which 
could  be  saved  if  the  cotton  were  milled  in  the  districts  in  which  it 
was  grown.  It  is  believed  that  Russian  Turkestan,  together  with 
the  Caucasus  district,  could,  if  fully  developed,  easily  produce  all  the 
cotton  that  the  Russian  Empire  would  require  for  many  years  to 
come,  notwithstanding  the  steady  increase  in  population.'  This  cot- 
ton, however,  apparently  could  not  compete  with  American  cotton  in 
western  Europe,  which  has  easy  sea  access  to  American  supplies. 


UrCBEASED  AHEBICAN  lOBSTEB  IMPOBTS. 

[Consul  William  A.  Pierce,  CbnrlottetowD,  PrlDce  Edward  Island,  Canada,  July  7.] 

The  records  of  the  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island  consulate 
show  exports  of  351,044  pounds  of  canned  lobsters  to  the  United 
States  during  the  second  quarter  of  1916,  valued  at  $115,957,  com- 
pared with  170,308  pounds  worth  $65,575  during  the  same  period 
in  1915. 

The  lobster  "  pack  "  for  the  season  ended  June  30  was  10  per  cent 
larger  than  last  year.  Prices  for  lobsters  at  the  canneries  ranged 
30  per  cent  higher. 

There  are  4,000  persons  in  this  Province  engaged  in  the  lobster 
industry,  and  lobster  canning  represents  75  per  cent  of  the  total  fish- 
eries of  the  island. 

SHIFlffENT  OF  FOX  SKINS  FBOM  FBIBIIOF  ISLANDS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  announces  that  the  fox  skins 
taken  last  winter  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  were'  shipped  late  in  June  by 
Coast  Guard  cutter  to  Unalaska  and  thence  by  coastwise  steamer  to 
Seattle,  consigned  to  Messrs.  Funsten  Bros.  &  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
The  shipment  was  as  follows:  From  St.  Paul  Island,  211  blue  and  18 
white  skins;  from  St.  George  Island,  209  blue  and  2  white  skins;  or  a 
total  of  420  blue  and  20  white  skins.  It  is  expected  that  these  skins 
will  be  sold  at  public  auction  early  next  fall  and  the  proceeds  covered 
into  the  Treasury. 

This  year's  shipment  is  larger  than  that  of  last  year,  which  con- 
sisted of  173  blue  and  39  white  skins  from  St.  Paul  and  80  blue  and 
1  white  from  St.  George,  a  total  of  253  blue  and  40  white  skins. 
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AUEBICAH  COHSULAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  argent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion of 
Tenue. 

Address 

Wvt.GaornN 

KoM.Hpan 

a«tcbore,  Sweden 

Patrss,  Greece 

BuddersSold,  England 

Tiastein,Cli&itt 

Durban,  Natal,  Sooth 

Afrka. 
Breslau,  Germany 

Ang.  15 
Tolr  14 
A(«.  10 

Departmentof  State,  Washington,  D.G. 

RMnmii  tI  H 

Cooke,  A.  b 

121  WestCfaarlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 

aie>.D 

Fbhrr  Fml  P 

e^i  1 

Albany,  Ore*. 
Carronton,  Ky. 

Gibfaltar,  Pa. 

Ibsto^n,  wmiiun  W 

Mtnr.BunG 

Balor.'E.  Csrlton 

Nagosalci,  Japan ."..... 

Aug.  30 

Apartment  No.  75,  The  BnuBwicIc, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

TO  BEVELOF  BVLOABIAIT  AND  SEBBIAN  SILK  INDUSTBT. 

Further  companies  are  to  be  floated  for  the  development  of  the 
Bulgarian  silk  industn^,  with  the  aid  of  Grerman  and  Austrian  cap- 
ital, according  to  the  Textile  Mercury  of  Manchester,  England.  The 
Mercury  states  that  in  1914  Southern  Bulgaria  alone  exported 
295,791  kilo6  of  cocoons  (kilo=2.2  pounds)  valued  at  1,051,895  leva 
(lev=$0.193).  It  is  now  reported  that  in  Serbia  the  cultivation  of 
silk,  which  so  far  has  yielded  about  400,000  kilos  per  annum,  is 
being  taken  in  hand  by  the  Austrians,  and  a  central  market  for  the 
sale  of  cocoons  has  been  established  at  Belgrade. 


SHOBTAOE  OF  LEATHEB  IN  FHTLTFFINE  ISLANDS. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  corrrspondent,  Manila,  Uay  31.] 

A  shortage  of  leather  has  developed  in  the  Philippines.  It  is  due 
chiefly  to  the  lack  of  ocean  transportation.  The  local  production  can 
not  supply  the  local  demand,  and  manufacturers  of  leather  goods  are 
dependent  upon  imports.  As  a  result,  both  of  the  shoe  factories 
here  are  shut  down  temporarily,  awaiting  a  supply  of  leather.  The 
stocks  here  are  practically  exhausted. 

[A  descriptive  article  relating  to  leather  production  in  the  Philippine  Islands 
was  published  in  Ck>MMEBCE  Bepobx's  for  July  8,  191C.] 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vew  Twk,  Boom  409  United  States  Costomhonse;  Boston,  eigrhteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  -Federal  Building;  St.  lonls,  402  Third 
Vatioaal  Baak  BnUding;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Cifice  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbenda  Bank  Building;  fen  Francisco,  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
818  Eeniy  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Gen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  B.  0.  A  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  Clndnsatt;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
meioe;  Bhlladelphla,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Sou  them 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOSEIGN  TEADE  OPFOBTUMITIES. 

Reseryed  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bar««n  and  Its  dlatrlet  otBeea.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atAte  opportonltr  nnmber. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assoide  responsibility  as  to  the  standing  of 
foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Machinery,  No.  21795. — An  American  consular  officer  In  China  reports  that 

\  ,.     the  tuanager  of  a  carpet  manufacturing  plant  is  in  the  market  for  ma- 

^     ohinery  for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  yarn,  and  appliances  for  cleaning 

and  scouring  wool.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Quotations  should 

be  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Paper,  No.  21796. — A  New  York  commission  house  writes  the  Bureau  that  one 
of  its  clients  in  Argentina  Is  in  the  market  for  writing  and  printing  paper, 
similar  to  sample  which  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
offices.  (Refer  to  Misc.  No.  136.)  Further  information  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

Motors  and  air  compressors.  No.  21797. — The  Italian  agent  of  an  American 
manufacturer  Is  interested  in  sets  of  small  motors  and  air  compressors, 
light  enough  to  be  transported  on  mule  back.  Stilpment  will  be  made  to 
South  America. 

Toilet  preparations,  No.  21798. — A  firm  of  wholesale  Jobbers  in  perfumes  and 
toilet  preparations  in  tlie  Netherlands  desires  to  communicate  with  manu- 
facturers of  tooth  paste  and  shaving  stick  put  up  In  tubes,  also  talcum 
powder.    Correspondence  may  be  In  French  or  German. 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods,  etc..  No.  21799. — ^The  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  a  firm 
In  Norway  desires  quotations  on  dyed  and  printed  cotton  and  woolen 
flannelets,  coatings,  serges,  woolen  yarns  and  hosiery,  and  cotton  pants 
and  vests.    Samples  should  be  sent. 

Fountain  pens.  No.  21800. — The  Far  Eastern  correspondent  of  an  American  firm 
desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  low-priced  fountain 
pons. 

Leather  belts.  No.  21801. — Quotations  are  desired  by  a  New  York  export  agent 
on  leatlier  belts  in  1-lnch,  li-Inch,  3-inch,  3i-incl),  and  4-Inch  widths,  all 
30  Inches  to  38  Inches  long. 

Mangrove  bark  and  dicidivi.  No.  21802. — An  agent  In  the  British  West  Indies 
writes  the  Bureau  that  he  wishes  to  receive  quotations  on  8,000  quintals 
of  divldlvl,  dellveped  f.  o.  b.  Pnmpatar  or  Carupano,  Venezuela;  also  a 
separate  offer  for  200  tons  of  mangrove  bark,  delivered  f.  o.  b.  Cristobal 
Colon,  Venezuela.  (A  quintal  Is  equivalent  to  220.46  pounds.)  Samples 
of  divldlvl  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer 
to  Miscellaneous,  No.  137.) 

Cotton  ttcinc  for  fish  nets.  No.  21803. — ^The  representative  of  a  firm  in  Norway, 
now  in  the  United  States,  Is  In  the  market  for  10,000  pounds  of  cotton  twine 
for  fish  nets.    Terms,  cash  f.  o.  b.  New  York.    Reference  Is  given. 

Table  salt.  No.  21804. — Price  lists  and  samples  of  table  salt  are  desired  by  a 
man  In  Canada,  according  to  a  report  received  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  that  country. 

M'ickcr  baskets.  No.  21805. — A  man  in  Cuba  requests  the  Bureau  to  furnish  him 
the  names  of  American  manufacturei-s  of  fancy  wicker  baskets,  especially 
of  the  variety  used  for  confectionery. 

Knitting  machines.  No.  21806. — A  buyer  from  Russia,  now  In  the  United  States, 
wishes  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers 
of  machines  for  knitting  hosiery. 

Wearing  apparel,  paints,  etc.,  No.  21807. — A  business  man  from  Spain,  now  In 
the  United  States,  wishes  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  manufacturers  of  men's 
and  women's  shoes,  shoemakers'  supplies,  paints  and  varnishes,  lubricating 
oils  and  greases,  men's  neckwear,  metal  novelties,  small  hardware,  buttons 
for  shoes  and  men's  clothing,  silk  and  woolen  goods,  and  shoe  laces. 
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EXPORTS  FEOM  LONDON  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  General  R.  P.  Skinner,  London,  England.] 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  from  London  to  the  United 
States  during  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1916,  amounted  to 
$90,317,801,  as  compared  with  $70,616,024  during  the  first  six  months 
ofi915. 

The  following  are  the  values  of  the  principal  articles  entering  into 
the  foregoing  figures : 


Articles. 


Robber 

Ftacioos  stones. 

Tin 

Hides 

Art 

For  skins 


January- 
June,  1915. 

January- 
Juno,  1916. 

t33,S08,251 
3,476,167 

5,285.902 
2,821,535 
1,758,641 
1,098,702 

$24,556,033 
10,598,389 
5,842,328 
3,426,504 
3,309,613 
3,368,483 

Articles. 


Tea 

Indigo 

Creosote  oQ. 
Platinum.... 

Wool 

Copper 


January- 
June,  1915. 


tl,  507, 059 

205,126 

1,391,686 

80,200 

5,013,100 


January- 
June,  1916. 


12,806,764 
2,213,798 
1,597,040 
1,354,129 
1,214,005 
652,397 


VENEZUELANS  TO  BUY  NEW  TELEPHONE  EQUIPMENT. 

[Consul  Ci.  K.  Donald,  Maracaibo,  June  5.] 

The  local  telephone  company,  a  privately  owned  corporation  oper- 
ating under  the  name  Tel6fonos  de  Maracaibo.  has  a  single  equip- 
ment, of  a  capacity  of  400  subscribers,  but  only  300  telephones  are 
now  in  use.  On  account  of  increasing  business  the  company  will 
soon  purchase  another  switchboard.  The  equipment  now  in  use  was 
made  in  the  United  States.  The  lines  are  single  with  a  ground 
return.    A  battery  system  is  used,  but  calling  is  done  by  magneto. 

The  rate  for  both  business  and  private  telephones  is  16  bolivars 
($3.09)  per  month,  imlimited.  No  telephone  directory  is  issued; 
caUing  is  by  name,  not  by  nunaber.  Private  "  inter- phones "  are 
used  to  some  extent  by  commercial  houses  and  plantations.  These 
are  for  sale  by  local  firms. 

[A  list  of  the  local  finna  mentioned  dealing  In  telephones  may  be  obt.ilned 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  77579.  C!orresi»ndence  with  the  Venezuelan  houses  may  be  In 
English,  bat  Sitaolsh  is  preferred.] 
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NOTES  FBOM  THE  BETHEULAITDS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Srwln   W.  Tlwrnpson.  Tbc  Hague,  Jane   17.1 
Oorernment  Control  of  FeedstnlTs. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  Government  has  had  complete 
control  of  wheat  and  flour,  but  feeding  stuffs  for  animals  have  been 
imported  by  private  interests.  On  account  of  complaints  of  the 
unequal  distribution  and  of  high  prices,  the  Government  has  now 
taken  control  of  all  imported  grain  for  feeding,  and  of  linseed  caice. 
This  caused  some  disturbance  among  the  importers  of  these  articles 
and  they  petitioned  the  Government  to  permit  them  to  act  as  dis- 
tributers under  Government  regulation.  This  petition  has  been 
granted,  so  that  the  distribution  of  these  goods  is  now  conducted  by 
the  same  agencies  as  heretofore;  but  it  is  done  under  Gov«nunent 
regulation,  and  at  prices  fixed  by  the  Government.  The  Government 
purchases  these  goods  in  America  and  elsewhere  on  f.  o.  b.  terms  and 
requisitions  freight  room  from  time  to  time  according  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case.  The  prices  at  which  the  goods  are  sold  are  sup- 
posed to  be  just  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost. 

Scarcity  of  Sugar. 

For  the  past  week  or  two  sugar  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  in 
local  grocery  stores.  In  some  cases  only  half  pound  would  be  sold 
to  each  purchaser  and  at  about  12  cents  per  pound.  The  Netherlands 
produces  about  250,000  tons  of  sugar  and  consumes  less  than  100,000, 
and  usually  has  a  visible  stock  of  about  100,000  tons.  The  exports  of 
all  forms  of  sugar  for  the  first  four  months  of  this  year  were  less  than 
for  correspondmg  periods  of  previous  years,  and  so  there  should  be 
large  stocks  in  the  country;  but  they  have  become  invisible.  Tlie 
Government  asstimes  that  there  must  be  some  hoarding  of  stocks  for 
the  purpose  of  forcing  higher  prices,  and  it  has  announced  that  it 
will  seize  all  stocks  of  sugar  for  equitable  distribution  unless  condi^ 
tions  arc  changed. 

The  Dutch  East  Indian  Xoau. 

The  second  loan  of  $32,000,000  at  5  per  cent  has  been  greatly  over- 
subscribed. The  original  announcement  stated  that  the  intention  was 
to  raise  $20,000,000  in  the  Netherlands  and  the  balance  in  the  colonies, 
but  the  Netherlands  alone  subscribed  about  $50,000,000.  The  first 
loan  issued  three  montlis  ago  wa«  for  $25,000,000  at  5  per  cent,  and 
for  this  loan  the  Netlierlanas  subscribed  $26,400,000  and  the  colonies 
"125,600,000. 

DyestnlTs  for  Holland. 

The  Dutch  minister  at  Berlin  has  recently  arranged  with  tlie  Ger- 
man Government  to  supply  a  greater  amount  of  dyestuffs  for  the 
Dutch  industries.  During  the  past  year  Gex-many  has  permitted  the 
export  of  dyestuffs  for  consumption  in  the  Netherlands  only  to  the 
extent  of  75  per  cent  of  the  normal  consumption  of  each  factory  in 
the  year  1913.  The  present  arrangements  allow  120  per  cent,  which 
is  not  more  than  is  strictly  necps,sary  for  the  existing  textile  indus- 
tries, especially  in  view  of  the  large  demand  for  army  unifonns. 
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HEW  SKRVICE  FOB  TRAH SFAdnC  TRADE. 

'  [Vic«  Consul  A.  B.  Carlton,  Hongkong,  Cblna,  Ha;  31.] 

The  steamship  Floridian  of  the  American-Hawaiian  Steamship 
Co.  has  arrived  in  Hongkong^  with  about  8,000  tons  of  American 
cargo  for  distribution  in  the  Far  East,  and  the  steamship  Georgia 
of  the  same  line  is  due  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  This  company 
has  never  entered  the  trans-Pacific  trade  before,  and  the  trips  of 
these  boats  are  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment.  If  the  resuus  of 
the  two  voyages  and  the  general  conditions  of  the  Far  Eastern  trade 
warrant. the  establishment  of  a  permanent  line,  the  company  pro- 
poses to  place  four  of  their  ships  in  this  service.  These  ships  are 
oil  burners  with  up-to-date  equipment  for  handling  cargo,  ana  have 
a  carrying  capacity  of  10,000  tons  measurement  each.  These  vessels 
do  not  carry  passengers.  They  have  a  speed  of  12  knots,  which 
will^give  an  avenage  of  practically  five  trips  per  year  each.  As- 
suming that  the  company  will  find  that  the  Far  Eastern  market 
is  sufficiently  large  to  warrant  the  establishment  of  a  line,  the  com- 
pany will  be  in  a  position  to  transship  cargo  for  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board on  their  own  ships  at  Sjm  Francisco  under  the  best  conditions 
as  to  through  rates  and  quickaess. 

In  this  connection-  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  a  well-known  ex- 
porter of  rice,  and  Chinese  products  to  the  United  States,  Habana, 
and  the  West  Indies  generally  has  gone  to  the  United  States  to  study 
the  position  of  New  Orleans  as  a  transshipping  point  for  Habana 
and  elsewhere,  particularly  for  rice,  with  the  idea  of  shortening  the 
length  of  time  now  taken  in  delivery  of  cargo  to  Cuba  and  the  pos- 
sibuity  of  lessening  the  freight  charges.  The  Hongkong  dealer  be- 
lieves it  possible  to  establish  direct  steamship  connections  from  Hong- 
kong with  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  making  New  Orleans  a  port 
of  call  for  the  purpose  indicated.  It  is  understood  that  this  proposi- 
tion has  been  favorably  considered  by  steamship  agents  in  Hongkong. 


PEODUcnoN  opVolfram  in  AEGENTINA. 

[Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  May  26.] 

The  Director  General  of  Mines,  Geelogy,  and  Hydrology  of 
Argentina  has  issued  a  report  on  the  deposits  of  wolfram  in  this 
country.  The  writer  states  the  growing  importance  of  this  mineral 
and  the -increased  demand  that  has  been  noted  in  the  past  10  years. 
The  Buenos  Aires  Standard,  in  a  review  of  this  report,  says : 

Of  all  the  prime  mineral  matters  found  In  the  soil  of  the  Argentine  Republic, 
tliose  of  wolfram  (almost  exclusively  wolframite)  have  not  only  been  able  to 
be  compared  in  the  lost  few  years  with  the  other  metals  exploited,  but  tem- 
porarily (In  the  year  1910)  attained  the  greatest  valorization  among  them. 
This  fact,  also,  makes  the  Argentine  Republic  appear  in  the  International 
statistics,  and,  so  far  as -relates  to  the  production  of  the  mineral  of  wolfram, 
as  one  of  the  producing  countries  of  importance. 

The  wolframite  is  found  in  Argentina  almost  exclusively  In  veins  of  quartz 
with  mica.  The  regions  which  present  such  veins  or  where  they  may  be  ex- 
pected to  be  found  belong  to  the  geological  group  of  the  Panqwan  hills. 

The  most  Important  of  all  the  mines  of  wolframite  in  the  Argentine  Republic 
Is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sierra  of  San  Luis,  west  'of  the  village  of 
Dolores,  near  the  Concariln  station  of  the  Pacific  Railway.  This  mine  belongs 
to  a  company  which  for  more  than  10  years  has  been  exploiting  the  wolframite, 
including  small  quantities  of  scheelite. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


164 


COMKKBCB  BKPOBTO. 


COMHISSIOir  TO  SIVDY  DTOTrSTBIES  OF  B1ITI8H  INDIA. 

The  wish  of  the  GoTernment  of  India  to  foster  Indian,  manufac- 
tures and  industries  and  to  aid  in  their  expansion  and  development 
was  voiced  during  a  discussion  in  the  Legislative  Council  in  March 
last,  when  Sir  William  Clark  announced  that  the  Crovemment  had 
decided  tliat^  the  time  had  come  when  this  matter  should  be  tak^i 
up  in  a  more  comprehensive  manner  than  had  yet  been  attempted. 
He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  India  already  possesses  two 
notably  successful  manufacturing  industries  (cotton  and  jute  tex- 
tiles) and  that  others  also  have  reached  some  degree  of  importance, 
and  stated  that  the  Government  of  India  had  strong  hopes  of  placing 
the  industries  of  the  country  on  a  much  firmer  and  more  extended 
basis. 

With  this  end  in  view  a  commission  has  been  api)ointed,  which  will 
be  instructed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  possibilities  of  further 
industrial  development  in  India  and  to  submit  its  recommendations 
with  special  reference  to  the  following  questions : 

(1)  Whetlier  new  openings  for  the  profitable  employment  of  Iiulian  capital 
in  commerce  and  industry  can  be  indicated ; 

(2)  Whether  and,  if  so,  in  what  manner.  Government  can  usefully  give  di- 
rect encouragement  to  industrial  devrtopment — 

(a)  By  rendering  technical  advice  more  freely  available; 

(6)  By  the  demonstration  of  the  practical  possibility  on  ii  commercial  scale 
of  particular  industries ; 

(r)  By  affording,  directly  or  indirectly,  financial  assistaiico  to  industrial 
enterprises ;  or 

(d)  By  any  other  means  which  are  not  Incompittible  with  tlie  existing 
fiscal  policy  of  the  Government  of  India. 

According  to  a  statement  in  the  Indian  Gazette  Supplement  for 
May  20,  the  (iovernment  of  India  hopes  to  have  the  commission's 
report  in  hand  within  12  months  from  the  date  of  its  assembling. 


YEAE'S  EECOED  IN  YIEID  OF  FISH  EGOS. 

Tlie  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  sttbmitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Commerce  a  comparative  statement  of  the  yield  of  fish 
eggs  for  the  fiscal  years  1915  and  1916.  The  total  for  theyear  ended 
July  1,  1916,  was '6,933,805,606,  an  increase  of  941,328,792  over  the 
total  of  5,992,476,814  for  the  year  ended  July  1,  1915.  The  figures 
by  species  are : 


Speciu. 


niueback  salmon 

Humpbock  .salmon. . 

Cbioook  salmon 

Silver  .salmon 

Dog  salmon 

Atlantic  salmon 

lAko  trout 

Whilofish 

Brook  trout 

Rainbow  trout 

Blapkspott«(l  trout. . 

Loch  Le von  trout 

StecII-.Md  trout 

ficotcJisoi  trout. .   . ., 

llyl>riii.s 

Smell 

Graj-lln; 


Year  ended 

July  1,  1915. 


no. 915.900 
19.1IW,(iao 

1U7. 784,703 
:».  242,050 
:is.209,000 
■J.  014,400 
'i:!.n64,540 

.'.117,034,000 
20.  HI.?.  573 

t<,;^.64« 

11. 103.  .500 

107.  finii 

».  17:!.  2M 
.S7.0O0 
2(>.  400 

2i..vio.ono 

3.143.000 


Ye.ir  ended 
July  1,  1916. 


104,595, 

»1,H»7. 

10&087, 

13,404, 

38,903, 

1,9.». 

07,331. 

4S0,U11, 

19.  iK. 

8..»l 

3,.J21 

120 

11,796 


000 
.'00 
990 
605 
.W) 
40D 
.500 
000 
,W!   I' 
2TX  I, 
OOU    , 
400   I 
450    ' 
...   Il 


51  .>0fl,()O(l  ' 
O.JOO.Om)  ' 


Species. 

Year  ended 
July  1,  IMS. 

122.980,000 

14,437 

387.475,000 

37.994.000 

1,674.715,000 

200,093,000 

855.020,000 

Rk«r  herring 

Cod  

HadQock 

Flatfish 

Lobster 

l>olk)Ck 

Ruttorflsh 

1,014,205.000 

2t7.(XW,090 

STv).  050,000 

02. 827, 000 

11,205.000 

S7O,S00 

5.9B2.470,SU 

Yellow  porch 

White  1  o.-eh 

Shad 

Striped  ha.ss 

Landlocked  tilmon  .. 
To(,il 

Yaueiutod 
JnJy  1,  m«. 


m,tl5,0M 
S$7M,0U 

i.n7,«i«,ooo 
i«i,on,ooo 

1,713,730,000 

4.735,000 

«00,000 

1.040,160,000 

31.3,147,000 

154,M10,(iao 

00,124,000 

13,315,000 

1,200,500 

0,033,805,006 
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CHAHO^DSra  FASHIONS  DT  WOMEN'S  DSESS  IH  BUSSIA. 

[Commercial  AtUcU  Bem?  D.  Baker,  PetroKrod,  June  12.] 

A  prominent  cotton-textile  manufacturer  states  that  the  new  fash- 
ions m  wide  skirts  for  women,  approaching  the  crinoline  styles  of 
about  50  years  ago,  are  resultinjg  in  the  use  of  about  two  and  one-half 
times  as  much  cotton  material  m  skirts  and  underskirts  as  before  the 
new  fashion  started.  Since  the  Russian  textile  mills  are  already 
finding  extreme  difficulty  in  keeping  pace  with  all  the  extra  deman(& 
for  piece  goods  for  army  uses  and  are  obliged  to  furnish  for  Govem- 
miint  use  40  per  cent  of  all  the  goods  they  manufacture,  it  is  sug- 
gested, however,  that  the  new  fashion  may  materially  increase  the 
Bussian  market  «f or  American  cotton. 

Another  interesting  fashion  that  has  become  a  feature  of  the  sum- 
mer trade  in  women's  apparel  is  the  wearing  of  bright-colored  shawls, 
made  usually  of  cotton,  but  sometimes  of  si&,  and  fringed  at  the^nds. 
These  shawls  have  tneir  background  colors  in  black,  white,  orange, 
red,  or  green,  with  picturesque  flower  patterns  stamped  on  them,  roses 
being  tne  most  common  flower  used  for  the  purpose.  The  flower 
colors  are  usually  red,  pink,  or  blue,  with  green  for  the  leaves  and 
stems.  The  shawls  are  comparatively  long  in  proportion  to  their 
breadth  and  may  hang  over  tne  slioulders  in  graceful  draping  below 
the  waistline.  They  are  being  especially  used  for  outing  purposes 
and  are  considered  especially  appropriate  at  the  various  country 
resorts.  Their  appearance  is  bright  and  picturesque,  resembling 
somewhat  the  women's  shawls  in  vogue  in  Spanish  countries.  It  is 
understood  that  this  shawl  fashion  has  been  adopted  from  the  cos- 
tumes worn  by  peasants  in  certain  districts  of  Russia;  the  patterns 
are  those  long  known  to  cottage  peasant  industries.  The  material, 
general  finish,  and  prices  are  above  those  of  any  costumes  used  by 
peasants.  The  price  of  the  shawls  may  vary  from  $2  to  $7.  The 
drygoods  shop  windows  in  Petrograd  and  Moscow  are  making  at- 
tractive window  displays  of  these  new  bright-colored  shawls  and 
report  a  brisk  demand  for  them. 

The  shawl  fashion  is  particularly  well  adapted  for  summer  use  in 
Russia,  where  the  climate  makes  protection  from  chills  necessary. 
In  Russia  the  difference  in  temperature  in  the  sliade  and  in  the  sun 
is  considerable,  and  toward  evening  there  is  usually  a  marked  fall 
in  temperature.  Consequently,  people  provide  themselves  against 
sadden  changes  of  temperature  more  than  is  necessary,  in  the  stun- 
mer  time,  in  countries  not  so  far  north. 

[Two  of  these  shawls  are  on  exhibition,  for  a  limited  period,  at  the  New 
York  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 


BIBTH  AST)  DEATH  BEGISTSATION.IH  UNITED  STATES. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  issued  in  pamphlet 
form  a  paper  entitled  "The  Federal  Registration  Service  oi  the 
United  States :  Its  Development,  Problems,  and  Defects,"  prepared  by 
Cresey  L.  Wilbur,  M.  D.,  formerly  chief  statistician  for  vital  statis- 
tics, Bureau  of  the  Census,  and  now  director  of  vital  statistics.  New 
lYork  State  Department  of  Health.  The  publication  sets  forth 
many  interesting  and  significant  facts  in  reference  to  the  growth  of 
birth  and  death  registration  in  this  country. 
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NEW  EBOORAH  OF  IHPEOVEMEIITS  FOS  SAIGOIT  EASBOB. 

[Consul  LawreBce  P.  Brigg»,  Saigon,  French  Indo-CblBa,  May  17.] 

By  a  decree  dated  May  2,  1916,  the  Governor  General  of  French 
Indo-China  has  made  it  known  that  the  following  program  of  im- 
provements of  the  harbor  of  Saigon  has  been  approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council : 

L  Improvements  above  the  Arroyo  Chtnois : 

1.  Repairing  Charner  and  Canton  decks $13,200 

2.  Constructing  a  floating  dock  for  river  craft  t)etween  Charner 

and  Canton  docks 4,850 

3.  Constructing  and  repairing  river  walls  and  quays 14, 000 

Total 32, 050 


II.  Improvement  of  the  quays  of  Khanh-hol : 

(a)   Improvement  of  the  quays  and  surface — 

1.  Improvement  and  repairs  of  inclined  slip  between  Mes- 

sagierles  Marltlmes  dock  and  the  upper  end  of  the  quays.  4,  800 

2.  Widening  and  improving  the  approach  between  the  Nhabe 

road  and  the  upper  end  of  the  quays 28,950 

3.  Finishing  the  leveling  and  grading  of  the  quays,  especially 

filling  in  the  Ban-don  near  the  Canal  of  Derivation 53, 100 

4.  Stoning  and  paving  the  carriage  and  truck  roads  along 

the  quay 12,350 

5.  laqMroving  the  walls  of  the  quay 5,  800 

6.  Installing  water  and  electricity 11, 100 

Total 116,100 

(6)  Warehouses  and  accommodations  for  merchandise: 

1.  Construction  of  warehouse  for  unloading  ships 224, 650 

2.  Construction  of  bonded  warehouses  and  storage 92,650 

3.  Construction  of  baggage  rooms,  customs  offices,  etc ,  101,  350 

4.  Bnlldlng  a  fence  around  quays  and  wardiocises 19,  300 

5.  Constructing  branch  rallvray  lines  to  the  warehouses 43, 400 

6.  Purchase  and  Installation  of  movable  cranes 77,  200 

7.  Installation  of  electric  arc  lamps  and  telephone  service 5, 300 

Total S63.8B0- 

(o)  Works  coimected  with  the  port  service : 

1.  Construction  of  a  signal  tower  at  the  lower  end  of  the 

quay 28,»50 

2.  Construction  of  quarters  for  the  <^cers  and  masters  of 

the  port  near  the  signal  tower 19,300 

3.  Construction  of  au  office  and  watchtower  near  the  signal 

tower 6,  750 

4.  Construction  of  a  coal  shed,  storehouses,  and  yard  for 

equipment 0, 250 

5.  Construction  of  a  dock  with  a  5-ton  hand  crane,  and  slip 

for  taking  up  anchors,  chains,  and  buoys  and  transport- 
ing them  to  thi'  yard,  and  a  quay  for  the  launches  of  the 
port  service 19,  300 

Total 83,560 

III.  Works  of  protection  and  improvement  along  both  banks: 

1.  Works  of  protection  along  the  left  bank  and  along  the  right 

bank  between  the  Cnnal  of  Deiivatlon  and  the  Tac-rol 20, 230 

2.  Construction  and  improvement  of  docks  on  the  left  bank 20,  850 

a.  Installation  of  mooring  iM)sts  along  both  banks  of  the  river 17,  400 

4.  Extending  the  road  on  tlio  left  bank  up  to  a  point  opposite  tlie 

Place  nignnl  do  Gcni.uilly L «,  750 
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HL  Works  of  protection  and  improTement  along  both  bnnk» — Oon. 
5.  Widening  and  stoning  the  road  on  both  banks  and  replacing 

wooden  foot  bridges  wltli  bridges  of  concrete $23,800 

Total 89.050 

IV.  Facilities  for  anchoring  in  the  river : 

1  Replacing  6  mooring  posts  on  the  right  bank,  6  on  the  left 
bank,  and  4  mooring  posts  for  petroleum  boats  with  works 
of  approach ' 308,800 

2.  Construction  of  new  works  of  approach  between  those  already 

existing 67,  550 

Total 376, 350 

V.  Acquisition  of  floating  equipment: 

1.  Acquisition  of  a  pump-boat  tug 38,  600 

2.  Acquisition  of  a  30-tou  floating  crane 74,  300 

3.  Acquisition  of  3  new  launches 42,500 

4.  Acquisition  of  2  motor  boats  for  the  customs  police 7,  700 

Total 163, 100 

VI.  Various  works: 

1.  Construction  of  a  300-meter  (984-foot)  dry-dock  (part  of  the 

expense  to^be  paid  by  the  Administrative  Council  of  the 

Port) 1,  544,  000 

2.  Establishment  of  a  tugboat  service  for  towing  junks  l)etween 

Cholen  and  Saigon  Harbor 96,  500 

3.  Construction  of  a^  motor  ferry  and  transshipping  service  across 

Saigon  River 636,  900 

Total 2,  277,  400 

Grand   total 3, 701, 450 

A  part  of  this  program  has  already  been  discussed  in  Commerce 
Repobts  for  August  9,  1915,  and  in  the  annual  report  for  French 
Indo-China,  published  as  Supplement  54b  on  August  23,  1915.  The 
latter  gives  a  detailed  description  of  the  port  of  Saigon,  which  will 
enable  one  the  better  to  understand  the  character  of  the  proposed 
improvements. 

AMESICAH  CONSTJLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mter\aews.  He  has  limited  "facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  caseiis  letters' should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

West;  Oeorra  N 

KoM,  Japan  . 

Aug.  15 
Aug.  10 

Departnumtof  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt 
Albany,  Oreg. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Pa. 

CooktA.^:..... 

Patn3,Or«eoe 

Hnddcrsfirld,  England 

litntrin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

h«i»,\d :.: 

IMw.FredD 

Aug.    5 
Sept.    1 

ItBtmon,  WUliam  W 

Mtar,  Harry  G 

B«tar,  K.  Carlton 

Nagasaki,  Japan .' 

Aug.  30 

Apartment  No.  7S,  The  Brtmswlck, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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SHIPBUILDIXra  DTTEBEST  SEVIVED  IH  SOVA  SCOTIA. 

[Consul  Charles  M.  Freeman,  Sydney,  Nora  Scotia,  Canada,  Uay  30.] 

Although  the  fisheries  here  constitute  one  of  the  leading  industries 
and  water  transportation  is  an  important  factor  in  the  freight  and 
passenger  traffic,  there  are  no  shipyards  in  this  consular  district 
properly  equipped  to  construct  vessels  of  100  tons  and  upward. 
There  are  several  yards  building  fishing  boats  and  small  pleasure 
craft  up  to  25  tons. 

In  the  past,  when  wooden  sliips  were  the  rule,  shipbuilding  was 
an  important  industry,  but  the  advent  of  iron  and  steel  in  ship 
construction  closed  those  plants.  After  the  establishment  of  the 
iron  and  steel  industry  in  the  district,  several  attempts  were  made 
to  place  shipbuilding  on  the  list  of  local  industries,  but  all  these 
have  failed. 
Karine  Transportation  of  Vital  Importance. 

To  a  small  extent  the  subject  is  now  being  agitated  again.  Marine 
transportation  has  recently  become  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to 
Canada,  with  the  great  transportation  demands  and  conditions  which 
caused  tonnage  rates  for  freight  as  well  as  the  value  of  ships  to  jump 
as  high  as  5  to  15  times -their  ordinary  values. 

In  1911  those  locally  interested  in  reviving  the  shipbuilding  in- 
dustry here  said :  "  Sydney  has  advantages  for  the  establishment  of 
a  shipbuilding  plaqt  not  exceeded  by  any  other  port  in  the  world ; 
it  is  in  the  heart  of  the  largest  coal-producing  area  of  Canada ;  it  has 
a  great  steel  plant  within  its  borders,  with  ores  for  its  use  right  at 
hand,  capable  of  rolling  sheets  of  the  largest  dimensions',  as  well  as 
rolling  channels  and  ordinary  sections  re<iuired  for  the  construction 
of  steel  ships,  and  a  forging  plant  adapted  to  marine  work;  it  is 
located  on  one  of  the  best  harbors  on  the  Atlantic  coast  near  great 
commercial  centers  of  the  United  States,  and  is  nearer  Europe  than 
any  Atlantic  port  on  the  mainland." 
Negotiations  with  British  Shipbuilders. 

Other  advantages  were  set  forth  and  an  association  of  British  ship-, 
builders  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  City  of  Sydney.    TOiese' 
were  carried  on  during  the  first  part  of  1912  with  every  indication 
that  the  hopes  of  the  agitators  would  be  realized,  especially  as  on 
June  4, 1^12,  the  voters  confirmed  the  agreement  entered  into  between 
the  city  and  the  company. 

In  brief,  this  agreement  obligated  the  company  to  spend  $5,000,000 
in  building  a  graving  dock  to  meet  with  the  Dominion  Government's 
specifications,  1,150  feet  in  length,  135  feet  in  width,  and  having  a 
depth  of  water  admitting  the  largest  ships  afloat.  The  company  was 
also  to  spen^  $1,000)000  on  a  fully  equipped  shipbuilding  plant, 
having  electric  cranes,  marine  railways,  shipways,  channels,  wood- 
working and  boiler  shops,  pattern  houses,  and  all  other  equipment 
necessary  for  a  plant  capable  of  constructing  ships  of  20,000  tons 
register,  and  when  in  operation  to  employ  not  less  than  2,000  men. 
City  Totes  Xarere  Anonnt  to  Assist  Enterprise. 

The  city  voted  the  company  $1,000,000,  to  be  paid  in  city  bonds 
bearing  4^  per  cent  interest  and  running  50  years,  with  payments 
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in  four  separate  installments.  The  first  $250,000  was  to  be  paid 
upon  comi^etion  of  the  shipbuilding  plant  and  drv-dock,  with  proof 
that  $6,000,000  had  been  expended;  the  second  $250,000  to  be  paid 
upon  the  launching  of  the  first  ship  built  hy  the  company.  The  two 
other  isistallments  were  to  be  paid  later,  the  last  in  1080,  and  both 
subject  to  the  condition  that  the  plant  had  been  in  continuous  opera- 
tion. The  city  lurther  agreed  that  the  assessment  valuation  of  the 
plant  for  taxing  purposes  should  be  $500,000  for  the  first  10  vears. 

In  addition  to  the  bonus  voted  by  the  city  of  Sydney,  tiie  com- 
pany, by  building  the  graving  dock  agreeably  to  (lovernment  speci- 
fications, was  to  xeceive  a  yearly  subsidy  of  3  j  per  cent  on  $4,000,000, 
to  be  given  for  35  years  by  the  Dominion  of  Caniula.  The  agreement 
called  for  construction  work  to  commence  on  or  before  Jmy,  1913, 
and  the  plant  to  be  completed  before  July  1,  1020.  Work  was  never 
started,  but  with  the  renewed  interest  in  shipping  and  shipbuilding, 
the  project  may  be  revived. 

[A  list  of  ship  brokers  and  boat  builders  in  tlie  Kydliej',  Novii  JSeotiu,  consular 
district  may  he  dbtalne<l  fnmi  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conuneree 
or  its  district  oftices.     Itefer  to  (lie  No.  7(5870.] 


HEW  B£COBI)  HADE  IN  FRODTTGIION  OF  CHABTS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  just  concluded  the  Unite<l  States  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey  printed  162,510  copies  of  charts  for  di.stril)uti()n. 
This  exceeded  the  previous  record  of  143,608  copies  in  1914  by 
18,842.  Notwithstanding  the  increa.sed  outi)ut,  the  survey  is  unable 
to  keep  pace  with  the  demand. 

The  report  for  June  shows  that  12.450  charts,  390  coast  pilots,  and 
260  tide  tables  were  issued  in  the  closing  month  of  the  nscnl  year. 
In  the  preparation  of  publications  for  the  assistance  of  mariners, 
one  drawing  for  a  new  chart  was  completed ;  extensive  corrections 
were  made  on  31  plates;  4  new  charts  and  3  new  editions  of  charts 
were  printed,  and  66  reprints  were  made. 

The  survey  also  reports  work  on  field  revisions  of  coast  pilots.  The 
ofBcer  assigned  to  that  duty,  before  taldng  uj)  the  field  revision  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Pilot,  organized  a  temporary  party  and  chartered 
a  launch  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  proceeding  on  June  5  to  the  entrance  to 
Juan  de  Fuca  Strait  to  make  an  examination  of  a  reported  break 
l{  miles  southwest  of  Tutoosh  Island.  The  rock  was  located,  and 
has  a  least  found  depth  of  45  feet  over  it.  This  depth  accoiints  for 
the  break  seen  in  heavy  weather,  while  present  information  indicates 
that  it  is  hardly  a  menace  to  any  ves-sel  entering  Juan  de  Fuca  Strait. 

A  nautical  expert  commenced  the  revision  of  the  Alaska  Coast 
Pilot  at  Ketchikan  on  June  1.  In  a  letter  this  officer  states  that  he 
has  received  reports  of  a  great  number  of  uncharte<l  rocks  and  has 
already  located  some  of  them. 

Wire-Drag  Party  No.  3  has  continued  wire-drag  work  in  south- 
eastern Alaska  from  Wrangell  as  a  base.  Several  uncharted  rocka 
have  been  found,  and  the  information  was  furnished  to  navigators 
promptly  by  means  of  special  notices  in  Alaska  and  at  Seattle.  Wire- 
Drag  Party  No.  4  has  continued  work  in  Sumner  Strait,  Alaska, 
during  the  past  month.  On  June  1  the  working  grounds  were 
chan^  from  the  nortJieastern  to  the  southern  end  of  the  Strait. 
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PKESS  BEFOBTS  ON  OBIEHTAL  BUSINESS. 

(American  commercial  attach^  Peking,  China.] 
Japan  Xakes  Gains  in  Exports  of  Xarine  Products. 

Japan  has  made  remarkable  gains  in  the  export  of  marine  products 
in  recent  years,  the  amount  exported  last  year,  according  to  the 
Japan  Advertiser,  having  been  22,310,000  yen  (yen=$0.4985).  This 
is  an  increase  of  45  per  cent  over  the  amount  five  years  ago. 

Of  the  exports  of. marine  goods,  41  per  cent  go  to  China,  30  per 
cent  to  Europe,  and  13  per  cent  each  to  the  Unit^  States  and  South 
Sea  Islands,  says  the  Advertiser.  Of  the  various  kinds  of  marine 
goods  the  principal  ones,  the  export  of  which  amounted  to  more 
than  300,000  yen,  are:  Dried  cuttle  fish,  2,678,000;  korabu  (seaweeds). 
1,950,000;  dried  tara  (codfish)^  401,000;  salted  tara,  387,000;  dried 
awabi  (abalone.),  383,000;  hashira  (shell  ligaments),  1,000,000;  dried 
lobster,  481,000;  namako  (sea  slags),  580,000;  isinglasses,  1,706,000; 
tinned  fish,  2,733,000;  iodide  of  potash,  900)000;  fish  oil,  including 
whale  oil,  2,236,000;  shell  buttons,  3,589,000;  coral,  336,000;  others, 
2,851,000  yen. 
Opening:  of  New- Railway  Line  in  China. 

The  significance  of  the  opening  of  the  Hsuchowfu-Kaifeng  sec- 
tion of  the  Limg-Hai  Railway  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fully 
realized,  says  the  North  China  Daily  News.  Since  April  20  last, 
trains  have  been  running  daily  from  Hsuchowfu  to  Chengchow 
without  change  of  cars,  and  Nanking  has  replaced  Hankow  as  the 
fastest  route  for  Shanghai  travelers  to  Kaifeng,  Sianfu,  Lanchowfu, 
etc.  From  Chengchow  construction  is  being  carried  on  toward  Sianfu 
and  trains  are  running  regularly  to  Kuanyintang,  a  9-hour  jour- 
ney from  Chengchow. 

It  is  well  to  know,  says  the  Daily  News,  that  an  all-rail  route 
exists  from  Shanghai  to  Hankow,  little  slower  than  the  usual  steamer 
journey.  Passengers  leaving  Nanking  at  about  i8  a.  m.  on  the  1st 
reach  Hankow  ordinarily  at  about  9  a.  m.  on  the  3d,  the  hour  de- 
pending on  freight  en  route,  and  naturally  also  on  the  speed  of 
the  particular  steamer  employed. 

With  closer  train  connections  and  good  hotel  accommodations  at 
Hsuchowfu,  the  route  should  become  a  popular  one.  If  the  three 
railway  companies  concerned  would  agree  to  make  schedules  fit  in 
moire  closely,  the  great  saving  in  time  over  the  steamer  route  would 
be  an  imdoubted  mdiicement  to  travelers. 

Qovemment  Paper  Kill  to  be  Established. 

The  Minister  of  Finance,  according  to  the  Peking  Gazette,  is  plan- 
ning the  establishment  of  a  Government  paper  mill  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  home  market.  The  projected  factory  will  be  estab- 
lished at  some  place  centrally  located  and  will  be  known  as  the  Cen- 
tral Model  Paper  Mill.  It  will  be  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Minister  of  Finance.  A  prospectus  outlining  the  organization  of 
the  undertaking  has  been  drawn  up,  according  to  which  there  will 
be  a  director,  several  chief  engineers,  and  a  number  of  other  admin- 
istrative officers. 

The  Peking  Daily  News  says  that  it  is  intended  that  there  shall 
be  two  sections  for  the  factory — general  and  technical.    Th©^  gen- 
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eral  section  is  to  have  charge  of  documents,  accounts,  investigation, 
statistics  and  reports,  the  purchase  and  transportation  of  materials, 
tb»  disposal  of  manufactured  gcods,  etc.  The  technical  section  is 
to  have  charge  of  arrangements  for  the  factory,  the  manufacture 
of  paper,  the  management  of  ihe  business,  plans,  and  inspection 
work.    The  chief  of  the  technical  section  is  to  be  a  technical  expert. 


ALCOHOL-BENZOL  MIXTimE  AS  FXTEL  FOR  AUTOMOBILES. 

[C'oDful  J.  E.  lonee,  Lyoa,  France,  June  21.1 

The  following  translation  of  an  article  appearing  in  lie  Progr^s, 
a  daily  newspaper  pufoli^ed  at  Lyon,  may  be  of  interest  in  connec- 
tion with  the  prevailing  high  prices  of  gasoline  in  the  United  States : 

Ajnong  the  many  efforts  made  by  (Jermany  to  counteract  the  effects 
of  a  blockade,  one  of  special  interest  is  the  replacing  of  gasoline  for 
automobiles  by  a  mixture  of  alcohol  and  benzol.  With  the  cessation 
of  imports  of  gasoline  into  Germany  the  supplies  of  petroleum  drawn 
from  wells  in  (ralicia  proved  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  Central 
States.  For  "this  reason  the  German  Government  instructed  the 
technical  department  of  the  transportation  service  to  seek  a  com- 
bustible that  would  effectively  replace  gasoline.  The  outcome  oif 
thes*  experiments  was  tlie  employment  of  a  mixture  of  alcohol  and 
benzol.  A  Mercedes  car  of  the  1914  touring  model,  having  an  ordi- 
nary carbureter,  was  used  for  experimenting  purposes,  with  the  fol- 
lowing results: 


Fuol. 


Diitsnc* 
SpMd    I  eoTcr«d 
per  hour  '  on  1  pint 


(mOes). 


o(  fuel 

(miles). 


Alcobdt-^^anial  mixtan: 

1  pert  bensol,  I  pact  tUoohol  . 
1  put  benzol,  2  parts  alcohol 
1  part  benzol,  3  parta  alookol 
1  fart  benzol.  4  parts  aloobol 
1  pan  beaxoi,  S  parts  aloahol 

Bemol,  puie 

0*Kline,pare 


Eeontmy  of  New  Tttel. 

Even  if  the  alcohol  be  figured  at  before-the-war  prices  the  use  of 
such  a  mixture  is  an  economy.  One  pint  of  gasoline  costs  8.55  cents, 
benzol  8.17  cents,  and  alcohol  7.79  cents. 

There  remained,  however,  a  serious  drawback  in  connection  with 
this  mixture,  and  that  was  the  difficulty  in  starting  the  automobile, 
l^is  was  overcome  by  installing  on  each  car  a  small  supplementary 
reservoir  containing  gasoline,  oenzine,  or  ether,  which  is  drawn 
upon  when  starting  the  car,  and  the  alcohol-benzol  fuel  then  sub- 
stituted. 

Germany  now  makes  current  u.se  of  this  mixture,  which  is  readily 
manuiactared  by  distilling  beets  and  coal  tar,  both  of  which  products 
abound  in  that  country. 

[Earlier  articles  on  tbls  subject  appearetl  in  Dally  Consnilar  and  Trade  Re- 
ports as  follows:  "Alcohol  rersiw  Gnsollno"  (Franco),  Juno  25,  1906;  "Tests 
of  Benxol  as  a  Motor  Fuel"  (Cermany),  Oct.  80,  1913;  and  "  Benrol  as  a 
Motor  Fuel"  (Gcrraauy),  June  8,  1914.] 
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GAIYAinZED-IBOH  EXFOET  TRADE  OF  BBISTOL. 

[Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  jr.,  Bristol,  England,  Jnne  28.] 

One  of  the  most  extensive  plants  for  the  exp<Mt  of  galvanized  iron 
in  the  United  Kingdom  is  located  at  Bristol,  and  a  large  export 
trade  is  done  in  normal  times  with  Canada,  South  America,  Aus- 
tralia, and  South  Africa. 

The  value  of  iron  and  steel  manufactures  shipped  from  Bristol 
is  more  than  that  of  all  other  exports  combined.  According  to  statis- 
tics obtained  from  local  authorities,  the  total  value  of  all  exports 
from  this  port  for  the  calendar  years  1913  and  1914  was  $19,276,342 
and  $17,341,079,  respectively.  The  following  table,  enumerating  tie 
principal  iron  and  steel  products  exported  during  the  years  men- 
tioned, shows  that  the  value  of  these  goods  alone  aggregated  $11,- 
424,713  and  $10,053,246,  respectively.  These  statistics  are  sufficient 
to  indicate  the  comparative  importance  of  this  industry  to  the  city 
of  Bristol. 


Itens. 

1913 

1914 

Items. 

1913 

1914 

Galvanized    sheets    (flat 
or  cormgated) 

15,483,518 

4,372,758 

79,599 

23,111 

747,452 
205,026 
34,362 

29,661 

1 
t5, 448, 0(9 

Chains  (Including  tacUe 
made  of  chain) 

122,522 

185,540 

14,775 

118,679 

11,251 

70,545 
15,918 

«29,404 

121,981 

13S 

65,613 

23,098 

79,784 

Tinned  plates  and  tinned 
slieets 

3,497,163  ' 
74,735 

Tubes,  pipes,  and  fittmgs 

Netting  (except  torpedo 
nets) .-. 

Fipesand  fittings  (cast).. 

Strip,  bridge,  boiler,  and 
other  plates  and  sheets. 

Cast  iron,  and  manafac- 

not  under  J  inch  thiclc.. 

Black    sheets    under    1 

inch  thiclc 

8,935  , 

477,647  1 
144.785  • 
34,649  1 

16,156  : 

Iron  wrouebt    In    ban, 
rods,  angles,  and  shapes 
or  sections    

Black  plates 

Iron  and   steel  rails  tor 
railroad  use   . . 

Hoops  and  strips 

34,211 

ADCbors,    grapnels,  and 
cables 

Total            

11,424,713 

10,063,246 

Sources  of  Steel  Supply. 

It  is  reported  that  had  not  the  local  plants  been  in  possession  of 
their  own  steel  works,  the  shrinkage  brought  about  by  the  war  in 
expert  trade  would  have  seriously  crippled  the  local  industry  as  a 
whole.  Foreign  sources  of  steel  supply,  such  as  Belgium  and  Ger- 
many, were  not  available,  and  the  suppliies  from  the  Unified  States 
were  considerably  restricted. 

Prior  to  the  war  this  country  obtained  the  bulk  of  the  supply  of 
spelter,  also  from  Germany  ancl  Belgium,  and  now  that  these  sources 
are  cut  off  and  the  home  production  is  of  a  negligible  quantity,  this 
country  is  dependent  almost  altogether  on  supplies  from  the  United 
States.  Consequently  the  supply  has  been  inadequate  and  the  price 
has  risen  from  $107  before  the  war  to  approximately  $486.65  per  ton 
during  recent  months.  It  is  understood  that  the  British  and  Aus- 
tralian Governments  have  been  in  consultation  with  a  view  to  divert- 
ing to  this  country  the  trade  in  Australian  zinc  ores,  which  formerly 
went  to  Germany. 

Loss  in  Export  Trade. 

The  reduotion  in  the  export  trade  of  this  jjort  has  been  due  to  the 
largely  increased  cost  of  the  material  used,  advanced  freights,  and 
the  shortage  of  labor.  The  export  trade  formerly  done  with  Canada, 
and  perhaps  in  a  less  measure  with  South  America,  has  been  lost 
for  the  time  being  to  the  United  States,  and  local  manufacturers  do 
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not  anticipate  an  easy  ta^  in  endeavoring^  to  recapture  this  business 
after  the  war. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  steel  in  this  country  and  the  requirements 
of  the  British  Government,  the  amount  available  for  the  production 
of  sheet  iron  for  export  will  most  probably  be  still  further  reduced, 
and  it  is  feared  that  a  large  number  of  Colonial  and  foreign  customers 
will  be  lost  to  Amencan  and  other  competitors. 


USE  OF  FUHPnrO  HACHDfEST  IN  CHILE. 
[Coniul  ThoBus  W.  V«et<er,  .^.Dtofagastn,  May  IS.] 

Tliere  is  very  little  irrigation  by  pumping  in  the  Antofagasta 
district.  The  wells  in  the  pampa  contain  so  much  salt  and  other 
alkahes  tliat  they  are  not  suitable  for  irrigation. 

Tlie  market  for  pumps  in  this  district  is  almost  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  requirements  of  the  nitrate  plants.  In  this,  the  arid 
region  of  Chile,  there  are  some  170  plants  for  the  elaboration  of 
nitrate  of  soda  and  each  has  a  pumpmg  installation  complete.  A 
nitrate  plant  u»s  from  300  to  900  tons  of  water  per  day,  obtained 
usually  at  dug  wells  located  several  miles  away  from  the  plant. 
Xiads  «f  Pninpt  Vact. 

The  classes  of  pumps  and  pumping  machinery  used  by  tlie  nitrate 
plants  are  as  follows : 

Well^. — Power-driven  deep  well  pumps,  usually  single  acting, 
triplex,  »f  bucket  type.    The  depth  of  well  varies  from  60  to  500  feet. 

Surface  force  pumps,  power  driven,  for  delivery  of  water  from 
well  to  nitrate  plants.  Power  is  usually  furnished  from  central 
electric  power  station  at  plant  some  miles  distant. 

Phni. — Boiler  feed  pumps,  almost  exclusively  steam  driven,  as 
also  tlie  oil  pumps  for  supplying  fuel  to  the  furnaces. 

Steam  or  power  driven  pumps  for  transferring  liquors  (agua 
vieja)  from  crystallieation  tanks  to  elevated  storage  tanks. 

From  2  to  10  centrifugal  pun^ps,  usually  6-inch  suction  and  6-inch 
discharge  for  circulating  hot  liquors  (relave)  between  the  boiling 
tanks.  The  average  centrifugal  pump  handles  from  200  to  400 
gallohii  per  minute  against  a  head  of  30  feet. 

Miscellaneous  fire  pumps,  internal-combustion  engine  cooling  water 
pumps,  fuel-oil  pumps,  etc. 

The  general  terms  of  credit  given  by  American  manufacturers  to 
importers  are  cash  against  shipping  documents  on  arrival  of  ship- 
ment in  Antofagasta.  European  manufacturers  extend  credit  of  60 
to  90  days  after  acceptance  of  draft  against  bill  of  lading  on  arrival 
of  goods,  and  in  exceptional  oases  120  days.  Prices  should  be  c.  i.  f. 
Antofagasta  and  not  f .  o.  b. 

[A  Hst  of  the  principal  Importers  of  puinplng  machinery  in  the  Antofaftasta 
consular  district  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  oflicee.    Refer  to  file  No.770e6.] 


The  prodHction  of  copper  during  the  past  six  months  has  exceeded 
that  of  any  equal  period  in  the  liistorv  of  the  industry.  The  Ignited 
States  (ieological  Survey  stutos  that  the  piosperity  of  the  industry  is 
well  as,sured  for  tlie  remainder  of  the  year,  .so  that  lOlC.  will  doubtless 
be  its  most  profitable  year. 
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FOEEian  TASIFFS. 

BRAZIL. 
Increase  in  Consular  Tttt. 

A  Brazilian  decree  of  February  23,  1916^  provides  for  an  increase 
from  2  to  2.50  milreis  in  the  consulaiSifee  for  certifying  bills  of  lad- 
ing [milreis  (gold),  $0.55].  The  charges  for  legalizing  ships'  mani- 
fests have  also  been  somewhat  increased,  the  new  fees  ranging  from 
25  milreis  for  vessels  of  not  more  than  500  tons  to  55  milreis  for  those 
of  more  than  3,000  but  not  more  than  ^,000  tons,  with  an  additional 
charge  of  5  reis  (0.005  milreis)  for  each  ton  in  excess  of  the  latter 
figure.  The  fee  of  3  milreis  for  the  certification  of  invoices  has  not 
been  changed. 

SOHnnCAH  BEPTTBLIC. 
Registration  of  Xedioines. 

The  law  governing  the  importation  of .  pharmaceutical  products 
into  the  Dominican  Eepublic,  which  it  appears  has  only  recently  been 
enforced,  requires  that  all  specifics  shall  be  registered  by  the  Superior 
Council  of  the  Medical  Board,  the  registration  fee  being  $20  for 
preparations  not  patented  and  $10  for  patent  medicines.  According 
to  a  report  from  American  Minister  William  W.  Russell,  Santo  Do- 
mingo, dated  March  27,  1916,  the  Medical  Board  has  now  agreed  to 
consider  preparations  guaranteed  by.  the  United  States  Food  and 
Drugs  Law  of  June  30,  1906,  as  patented,  and  such  products  will  be 
registered  upon  the  payment  of  the  minimum  fee.  Simple  medicinal 
products,  not  compounds,  are  not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Dominican  registration  law. 

GREAT  BRITADT. 

Increase  in  Warehouse  Charges  at  Liverpool. 

Consul  Horace  L.  Washington,  Liverpool,  has  transmitted  a  copy 
of  a  circular  issued  by  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbor  Board  on 
March  23, 1916,  providing  for  an  increase  of  20  per  cent  in  the  ware- 
house charges  at  Liverpool.  The  lighterage  charges  have  also  been 
slightly  increased.  [Information  regarding  the  new  schedule  of  rates 
may  l>e  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.] 

ITALY. 

[Gazzetta  Ufficlale,  Mar.  31.] 
Sanitary  Certificates  for  Canned  Ooods. 

It  is  provided  by  an  Italian  decree  of  March  29,  1916,  that  fresh 
meat,  canned  meat  and  fish,  and  other  animal  products  must  be  ac- 
companied by  a  sanitary  certificate  issued  by  tne  proper  authorities 
of  the  country  of  exportation,  as  well  as  by  a  certificate  of  origin, 
for  both  of  which  consular  certification  is  required.    The  foregoing 

Eroducts  may  be  imported  by  sea  only, through  the  ports  of  Genoa, 
livorno,  Naples,  Catania,  and  Palermo, 

XARTINiaUE. 
( Jouroal  OOlcleU  Apr.  14.] 
Exemption  of  Heavy  Oils. 

According  to  a  French  decree  of  April  4,  1916,  heavy  oils  and 
residues  of  petroleum  and  of  other  mineral  oils  are  to  be  exempt 
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from  duty  upon  importation  into  Martinique.  Such  products  were 
formerly  dutiable  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  French  customs 
tariff. 

tALTASOK. 

(DUrio  OacUU.  Itor.  17.] 

XxeaiptiMi  of  Water  Tanki. 

A  Salvadorian  decree  of  March  16,  1916,  provides  for  the  ex- 
emption from  import  duty  of  wood  or  iron  water  tanks  of  capacity 
of  not  less  than  2,000  liters  (528  gallons).  The  free  admission  of 
such  articles  was  originally  authorized  by  a  decree  of  February  19, 
1914,  but  under  the  new  customs  tariff,  in  effect  January  1,  1916, 
such  tanks  were  dutiable,  those  made  of  iron  being  subject  to  a  duty 
of  $0.02  per  kilo. 

FULL  DIFOBltATIOH  WITH  TBAOE  IHttXriBIES. 

[Consul  William  DawsoD,  jr.,  Kosario,  ArgeDtina,  Ma;  27.} 

The  consulate  at  Rosario  has  recently  received  requests  for  infor- 
matioa  from  two  firms  which  were  already  repi-esented  at  this  port 
and  which,  in  addressing  the  consulate,  made  no  menti(m  of  this  fact. 
The  writer  considers  it  highly  important  that,  when  writing  to 
consular  officers  with  respect  to  trade  conditions  in  their  districts, 
American   firms  include  information  concerning  existing  agency 
arrangements.    In  order  to  furnish  a  report  of  practical  value  it  is 
frequently  necessary  to  consult  local  business  men,  and  it  is  often 
impossible  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  opinion  without  showing  the  lit- 
erature of  the  inquirer.     Where  the  latter  is  already  represented 
and  has  failed  to  note  this  fact  in  his  inquirv,  the  investigation  made 
by  the  consular  officer  may,  through  no  fault  of  his,  result  in  useless 
correspondence  on  the  part  of  other  local  firms  whose  interest  has 
been  aroused,  or  the  matter  may  come  to  the  attention  of  and  be 
resented  by  the  agent.    Unpleasantness,  loss  of  time,  and  ill  feeling 
could  be  avoided  if  the  consular  officer  were  properly  advised. 

Tlkc  failure  to  inform  a  particular  consular  officer  of  agency 
arrangements  in  his  territory'  is  usually,  but  not  always,  due  to  the 
fact'that  circulars  of  exactly  the  same  tenor — including  at  times  a 
general  invitation  for  correspondence  from  prospective  agents — are 
sent  to  all  or  a  large  niunber  of  consular  offices.  This  office  endeavors 
to  keep  itself  informed  as  to  local  representatives  of  American 
firms.  It  must,  of  course,  depend  very  largely  on  the  cooperation  of 
the  interested  parties  themselves. 


District  Office*  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Sew  York,  Boon  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eightee&th  floor 
Tnited  States  Customhouse;  Chlcagro,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  louis,  402  Third 
Bational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  931  Tost  Offlce  Building;  Vevr  Orleans,  1020 
Hibernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt  Agt.,  C.  N.  0.  &  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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F0BEI6H  TBABE  OPPOBTUNITIES. 

Beeerved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  its  dlatrlet  oflleea.  Request 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportunity  muailiier. 
The  Bnreav  does  not  fnnitsh  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslUUty  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Olasg,  boilers,  and  pipes.  No.  21S08. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  New  Zea- 
land reports  tbat  a  firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  glass,  lioilers, 
find  piping  for  greenhouses.  Prices  should  be  quoted  t  o.  b.  port  of  ship- 
ment. 

Agricultural  machinery,  No.  21809. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  that  a  firm  in 
France  desires  to  have  constructed  in  the  United  States  finished  agricul- 
tural machinery,  particularly  small  motor  plows. 

Pianos,  No.  21810. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession 
reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  catalogues  and  price  lists  of 
American  pianos  of  medium  to  first  quality. 

liachinery.  No.  21811. — ^An  import  and  export  agent  in  New  York  City  writes 
that  one  of  his  clients  in  Central  America  Is  in  the  market  for  machinery 
for  the  manufacture  of  shoe  buttons  of  colored  paste;  also  for  making 
excelsior  and  wood  shavings. 

Paper,  No.  21812. — A  firm  In  Cuba  wishes  to  receive  quotations  on  wrapping 
paper  of  cloth-like  texture. 

Phonograph  parts,  etc..  No.  21813. — A  manufacturer  of  high-grade  furniture  and 
wood  products  in  Canada  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  motors  and  metal  parts  for  phonographs  and  talking 
machines. 

Corrugated  iron,  furniture,  etc..  No.  21814. — A  business  man  from  Spain  now 
in  tlie  United  States  desires  to  be  placed  in  toucli  with  manufacturers  of 
galvanized  corrugated  sheet  iron,  trunks  and  bags,  leather  goods.  Jewelry 
and  imitation  jewelry,  office  furniture,  shoe-making  machinery,  and  shoe- 
makers' sundries,  and  hides.    All  business  cash  in  New  York. 

Hardicare,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  21815. — A  commission  firm  In  the  Far  East 
requests  the  Bureau  to  place  it  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
hardware,  including  cutlery,  wire  nails,  coffee  and  grain  mills,  etc. ;  heavy, 
chemicals,  such  an  aniline  salt,  lump  alum,  etc.;  leatlier  cloth;  women's' 
hosiery  and  dress  goods,  towels,  handkerchiefs,  etc.;  glassware,  paper  and 
stationery  goods,  etc.  References  are  given.  The  firm  is  also  in  a  position 
to  export  kapok  and  other  Far  Eastern  products. 

Road  machinery,  No.  21816. — A  Government  official  in  Brazil  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  Is  interested  in  receiving  catalogues  and  price 
lists,  including  discounts,  etc.,  of  road  machinery.  Correspondence  and 
literature  should  be  in  Portuguese. 

Paper,  typewriters,  etc.,  No.  21817. — An. American  consular  officer  in  Russia  lias 
forwarded  to  the  Bureau  a  letter  from  an  import  and  export  merchant  in 
his  district  who  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American 
exporters  of  paper,  old  rebuilt  typewriters,  hosiery  for  women  and  children, 
medicines  and  chemical  goods,  printing  and  bookbinding  machinery,  etc. 
A  complete  list  of  articles  desired  by  this  man  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

Cold  storage  plant,  No.  21818. — 'The  Bureau  is  Informed  that  a  firm  engaged  in 
the  poultry  business  in  Argentina  desires  to  receive  propositions  for  the 
installation  of  the  requisite  equipment  and  machinery  for  a  cold-storage 
plant  for  2,000,000  eggs.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish  or  French. 

Dry  goods,  cutlery,  etc.,  No.  21819. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South 
Africa  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  representing  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  dry  goods,  women's  shoes,  novelties,  cutlery  and  tools; 
etc.    Catalogues  and  price  and  discount  lists,  etc.,  should  be  sent. 

Chrome,  No.  21820. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  rejwrts  that  a 
man  in  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  chrome  for  tanning  leather.  Corre- 
spondence In  Norwegian  is  desirable.  ( 

'    WASHINGTOH  :  QOTBBNHBNT  PBINTINQ  OmCB  :  IMS 
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AMEBICAirS  GET  MOTOB-LINE  FRANCHISE  IN  CHINA. 

l.Vmortcan  Minister  Paul  S.  Relnsch,  Peking,  June  13.] 

Under  the  terms  of  an  agreement  for  road  construction  just  con- 
summated with  the  governor  of  Peking  and  in  return  for  furnishing 
a  loan  of  $100,000  Mexican  ($54,600  United  States  gold  at  present 
exchange  in  China),  an  American  company  has  been  granted  an 
exclusive  franchise  for  20  years  to  operate  motor  frei^t  and  passen- 
ger services  upon  the  road  to  be  constructed.  The  highway  will 
extend  from  the  city  of  Peking  to  the  Western  Hills  (Summer 
Palace)  by  way  of  the  Marco  Polo  bridge,  and  it  is  expected  that 
its  construction,  by  making  the  Hills  directly  and  readily  accessible 
to  Peking,  will  lead  to  the  development  of  suburban  residence  areas 
in  that  region. 

It  is  understood  that  the  building  of  this  highway  is  only  the  first 
step  in  an  extensive  plan  of  puolic-road  construction  in  Chihli 
Province. 

AB6ENTINE  OFFICES  POINTS  TO  AMEEICAN  TRADE  GAINS. 

[Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  Shanghai,  China,  June  15.] 

Upon  the  arrival  at  Shanghai,  on  June  13,  1916,  of  the  Argentine 
Republic's  naval  training  ship  President  tSarmiento,  Commander 
Jorge  Yalour  made  a  statement  with  reference  to  the  increased 
American  trade  in  Argentina.  It  was  reported  in  the  China  Press 
(American),  of  Shanghai,  on  June  15,  1916.    The  officer  said: 

Tlie  foreign  trade  of  the  Republic  has  been  affected  by  the  war,  as  the 
Argentine  can  not  obtain  goods  from  Europe.  But  the  Unlteil  States  is  now 
coTcring  tlie  wliole  field  that  the  Euroi)ean  countries  formerly  covere<l.  The 
friendly  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Argentina  are  increasing  day  by 
<ia.v.  Trade  Is  pouring  In  from  all  parts  of  America,  and  during  the  last  year 
and  a  half  the  number  of  branches  and  establishments  of  American  firms 
founded  all  over  tlie  Republic  has  been  large.  The  exports  of  Argentina  have 
been  very  sucopssful.  Great  Britain  and  France  doing  a  great  trade,  witli 
America  also  couiing  into  prominence.  The  National  City  Banlj  of  New  York  is 
doing  a  great  bu.siness  with  its  clilef  branch  at  Buenos  Aires,  and  branches  are 
also  being  establi.shed  all  over  the  .country. 

The  greatest  quantity  of  imports  during  1014-15,  as  well  as  this  year,  has 
been  supplied  by  the  United  States. 

«»«•— 16  177 
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COMMERCE  THBOUGH  THE  SAULT  STE.  MABIE  CANALS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  through  the  United 
States  and  the  Canadian  Sault  Stc.  Marie  (Soo)  Canals  during  June 
and  for  the  season  until  June  30,  1915  and  1916: 

(From  a  report  of  the  United  States  engineer  in  charge  ot  the  United  States  Canal  at  Sault  Ste. 

Marie,  Mich.) 

FOR  JUNE. 


Articles. 

United  Stales  Canal. 

Canadian  Canal. 

Total,  both  canals. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1910 

KASTDOUND. 

13,216 

1,246,871 

539,574 

5,628,208 

16,684 

5,150,520 

686,606 

6,941,174 

5,923 

47,659 

15,456,845 

19,227 
2,285 

1,938 

1,494,512 

283,320 

125,706 

700 

5,180,888 

364,760 

2,513,492 

15,154 
2,741,383 

827,894 
5,753,974 

17,3&4 

Gram bushels.. 

Flour barrels.. 

Iron  ore short  tons.. 

10,301,414 

1,051,366 

9, 4 j4, oeo 

Plgiron  ....do  ... 

5  923 

Lumber H.It.b.m.. 

Wheat bushels.. 

General    merchandise,  short 
tons 

73,252 
2,807,562 

24,530 
1,969 

7.227 
2,119,229 

16,328 
1,798 

2,192 
10,471,326 

11,935 
2,483 

80,479 
4,926,791 

40,858 
3,787 

49.851 
25,928,171 

31,162 

Passengers number.. 

4,768 

-WKSTBOVKD. 

Coal: 

Bard short  tons. . 

Soft do.... 

Flour barrels.. 

.     288,625 
1,588,235 

236,877 
1,670,847 

12,006 
36,300 

27,500 
120,200 

300,631 
1,624,535 

264,377 
1,791.047 

910 

16,525 

2,047 

103,658 

160,011 
1,754 

910 

Manulacturedlron  .short  tons. . 

23,800 

4,G0t 

3,628 
3,584 
4,550 

43,862 
2,303 

28,304 

20,153 
5,631 

Salt barrels.. 

84,872 

120,482 
2,365 

84,872 

154,113 
3,726 

108,208 

General   mercbandiae, 
short  tons 

33,631 
1,361 

203,873 

rassengers number. . 

4,056 

Total  freight: 

Eastbound,     short 

5,956,517 
2,033,873 

7,683,619 
2,101,871 

284,001 
86,441 

2,975,555 
199,424 

6,240,518 
2,120,314 

10,659,174 

Westbound,    short 
tons    

2,301,295 

Both  ways,  short 

7,990,390 

9,785,490 

370,442 

3,174,979 

8,360,832 

12,960,460 

Vessel  passages number.. 

Bcgistered  tonnage net . . 

2,150 
5,846,330 

2,647 

7,777,476 

431 
684,871 

1,087 
2,229,043 

2,681 
6,531,201 

3,684 
10,008,519 

THREE  MONTHS  ENDING  JUNE. 


EASTDOtJIlD. 

Copper short  tons. 

Grain bushels. 

Flour barrels . 

Iron  ore short  tons . 

Pig  iron do. .. 

Lumber M  ft.  b.  m. 

Wheat bushels. 

General  mdse short  tons. 

Passengers number. 

WESTBOUND. 

Coal: 

Hard short  tons. 

Soft do 

Flour barrels . 

Groin .'...bushels. 

Iron  ore short  tons. 

Manufactured  iron do. . . 

Bolt barrels. 


39,983 
8,332,728 
l,675,4>i7 
10,917,781 


118,350 

28,308,022 

41,047 

2,278 


658,387 

2,941,462 

100 

31,250 


68,780 
218,383 


30,107 

16,178,509 

1,147,776 

14,430,739 

1»,215 

.SI,  300 

54,175,741 

28,170 

2,317 


3,289 

6,056,781 

620,760 

154,826 


19,395 

6,379,490 

53.203 

2.393 


579,258 

4, 125, 197 

205 

1,010 

2,047 

51,681 

265,053 


20,465 
80,975 


6,425 
13,790 


700 

13,535,643 

805.780 

4,043,789 


29,947,750 
27,329 
3,659 


37,300 
247,000 


3,584 
4,689 
23,037 


43,272 
14,389,509 
2,302,247 
11,072,007 


137.745 

34,688,112 

94.250 

4.071 


678,852 

3,022,437 

100 

31,250 


75,205 
232,173 


30,807 

29,714,152 

1,953,556 

18,474,528 

14,215 

S5,898 

84,123,491 

55,499 

5,876 


616,558 

4,372,197 

205 

1,010 

5,631 

56,370 

288,090 
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United  States  Canal. 

Canadian  Cnnal. 

Total,  both  canals. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

VESTBOCNS— continued. 

Ocneial    merchandise,   sliort 
tons 

247,848 
2,401 

303,074 
1,787 

78,421 
1,945 

90,812 
2,966 

326,269 
4.346 

Passengers number.. 

4,753 

Total  freight: 

Eastboond,  short 

12,389,823 
3,949,745 

16,671,208 
a.  lOJ.  D.U 

616,311 

188,256 

5,307,360 
386,676 

13,006,133 

4,138,001 

■ 

21,978,577 
5,490,730 

Westboond,    short 

Both  wa}-s,sbort 
tons     

16,339,567 

21,775,262 

804,587 

5,694,045 

17,144,1%! 

27,469,307 

Vessel  pusengers number. . 

Regtstered  t<nnage net.. 

4,486 
12,293,202 

5,616 
17,153,283 

1,090 
1,518,090 

1,981 
4,372,104 

5,570 
13,811,292 

7,597 
21,525,367 

The  United  States  canal  was  opened  on  April  17,  1915,  and  on 
April  20,  1916.  The  Canadian  canal  was  opened  on  April  13,  1915, 
and  on  April  18,  1916. 


PROFITS  OF  JAPAHESE  STEAHSHIF  CO. 

Tlie  annual  report  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  transmitted  by 
Vice  Consul  M.  D.  Kirjassoff,  at  Yokohama,  annotmces  net  profits 
for  the  half  year  ended  March  31, 1916,  of  10,560,849  yen  ($5,259,303). 
The  report  continues: 

The  directors  now  propose  that  480,712  yen  ($239,895)  be  added  to  the  reserve 
fund  and  that  165,000  yen  ($82,200)  be  allowed  as  directors  and  auditors'  fees, 
and  230,000  yen  (.■5124,500)  for  the  employees  as  a  special  luant  for  their  serv- 
ices in  connection  with  the  war.  From  the  remainder  the  directors  recommend 
a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum,  besides  2  per  cent  as  special 
dividend  and  a  further  10  per  cent  as  extra  special  dividend,  which  three  Items 
together  will  absorb  2,635,600  yen  ($1,312,500),  leaving  a  balance  of  7,029,537 
yen  ($3,.'VJO,710)  to  be  carried  forward  to  next  account. 

The  large  increase  of  earnings  for  the  term  under  review  is  due  to  the 
abnormal  condition  of  the  shipping  trade,  consequent  upon  the  great  war.  On 
the  other  hand,  serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  enormous  risks 
which  are  being  run  by  the  company  In  operating  its  steamers  during  the  war, 
and  the  competition  on  an  unpreceilented  scale  and  business  <lopression  of  a 
nerious  nature,  which  are  sure  to  be  experienced  upon  the  restoration  of  iieace. 
With  these  eventualities  in  view,  and  the  end  of  the  war  being  still  far  from 
^ht,  the  directors  deem  It  appropriate  to  carry  the  greater  part  of  the  profit 
to  nest  account  for  suitable  adjustment  when  an  opportune  time  arrives. 


FLANS  FOB  CES8VS  OF  TBANSPOBTATION  BT  WATER. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  reports  progress  in  the  preliminary 
work  for  the  census  of  transportation  by  water  for  the  calendar  year 
1916.  The  Director  of  the  Census  and  the  Chief  Statistician  for 
Manufactures  will  meet  with  the  American  Steamship  Association 
on  July  18  to  discuss  this  census  and  perfect  arrangements  to  conduct 
it  more  rapidly  and  accurately  than  heretofore.  This  census  will 
give  full  details  of  the  facts  concerning  water  transportation  and 
industries  related  thereto. 
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EXTBOPEAN  UABEET  SOITOHT  FOB  BBAZU'S  HABDWOODS. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  Ij.  M.  Gottsehalk,  Rio  <le  Janeiro,  June  1.] 

Dr.  Aifonso  Costa,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Information  of  the 
Brazilian  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  recommends  to  the  Government 
certain  measures  by  which  he  thinks  that  it  could  develop  the  exports 
of  Brazilian  hardwoods  to  Italy,  a  country  which  finds  Germany, 
Austria-Hungai-y,  Switzerland,  Finland,  the  Balkans,  Sweden,  and 
Russia,  its  old  sources  of  supply,  closed  either  because  of  being 
enemy  territory  or  being  unaule  to  export  largely  on  account  of 
the  war. 

The  Brazilian  forests  are  of  huge  extent  and  traversed  for  the 
most  part  by  inadequate  channels  of  communication.  The  trees 
grow  at  irregular  distances  apart,  so  that  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
assure  the  lumberman,  even  approximately,  how  many  trees  per  acre 
or  hectare  he  may  fell.  Dr.  Costa  recommends  to  the  Government 
measures  which  are  needed  to  increase  the  trade  in  hardwoods  not 
only  with  Italy  but  with  the  rest  of  the  world  as  well.  Among  these 
are: 

1.  To  make  tlie  Brazilian  liardwoods  well  Icnown  by  advertising  their  merits 
and  distributing  samples  abroad. 

2.  To  decrease  tlie  freiglit  rates  now  exactetl  by  tlie  Federal  railroads  of 
Brazil  and  by  those  subject  to  Federal  control  for  tlie  transportation  of  hard- 
woods from  the  forests  to  the  centers  of  industry  and  tlie  seaports. 

3.  To  have  the  individual  States  of  the  Brazilian  Republic  take  Into  account 
the  necessity  of  profiting  by  this  trade,  and  to  Induce  them  to  decrease  the 
State  export  taxes. 

4.  To  strive  to  obtain  from  navigation  companies  favorable  freight  rates 
for  the  carrying  abroad  of  iuml)er  cargoes,  a  matter  that  should  not  be  difficult 
in  view  of  the  need  for  return  cargoes  from  Brazilian  ports. 

Reoommends  Cooperation  of  Brazilian  States. 

It  is  further  recommended  by  Dr.  Costa  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment use  its  influence  with  the  Brazilian  States  of  Parana,  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  Bahia,  and  Espirito  Santo,  the  chief  seats  of  the  business 
in  native  hardwoods,  so  that  these  States  may  cooperate  to  diminish 
the  expense  of  production  and  transportation  and  avoid  undue  com- 
petition W'ith  each  other. 

The  State  of  Bahia  taxes  exports  of  lumber  at  20  per  cent  ad 
valorem,  10  per  cent  additional,  2  per  cent  for  a  statistical  tax,  and 
a  few  other  additions,  says  Dr.  AfFonso  Costa's  report.  In  the  State 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro  the  tax  is  15  per  cent.  Espirito  Santo  levies  4.50 
to  13.40  milreis  (about  $1.12  to  $3.35  U.  S.  currency)  per  ton  on 
all  exports  of  lumber,  with  a  tax  of  1  to  11.50  milreis  per  dozen 
on  railroad  ties.  Parana  charges  10  per  cent  on  the  official  value 
of  exported  woods,  plus  an  additional  tax  of  4  per  cent. 

Brazil's  exports  of  hardwoods  have  varied  in  value  since  1913 
from  approximately  $250,000  to  $500,000  United  States  currency 
in  value,  an  insignificant  amount  when  the  natui'al  wealth  of  the 
Brazilian  forests  is  considered.  The  export  figures,  as  given  in  the 
Official  Gazette,  with  quantities  in  kilos  of  2.2  poun<&  each  and 
\i>liies  in  United  States  currency,  are: 
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Kinds  o(  woods. 


Aonn- 

Ctdar 

Rosewood 

liacsaianduba 

Pao  Bnill 

Pine  (beards) 

Setesuo  de  Aniids. . 
Un^celQed 


Cnepeeified  (pieces).. 


1913 


Qoantities.    Values. 


KUos. 

6,886 

600 

2,463,690 

104,  S42 


414,900 


717.860 
2,298,837 


6,007,32S 
10,93o 


43 

145,388 

3,668 


219,630 


38,52S 

44,668 


124,300 


577,210 


1914 


Quantities.    Values. 


KUot. 


2,799,432 
24,000 


297,258 


33,064 
2,322,334 


5,476,088 
5,121 


tl37,336 
706 


154,173 


1,565 
60,375 


29,960 


384,115 


1915 


Quantities. 

Values. 

KiUa. 
452.085 
1,839.972 
378,600 

$7,101 
82,498 
6,338 

39,600 
1,217.132 
.     28,079 

1,481 

399,755 

24,587 

1,480,929 

15,011 

5,436,297 

485 

4,473 

541,244 

Wood  TiBds  Farticalar  Favoi  in  Tranoe. 

The  wood  known  locally  as  sebastiao  de  arruda  is  exported  from 
Bahia,  chiefly  to  France,  and  is  said  to  find  particular  favor  there, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  easiest  of  all  the  hardwoods  to  work.  A  firm  at 
Bahia  does  most  of  the  shipping  of  this  wood. 

The  American  consulate  general  has  been  asked  to  find  a  pur- 
chaser in  the  United  States  for  a  tract  of  valuable  timberland  of 
large  extent  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  of  Bahia,  near  the  port 
where  the  first  landing  was  made  by  Cabral,  the  discoverer. 

[The  name  of  the  firm  that  exports  wood  from  Baliia  aiu]  the  name  of  the 
New  York  representative  of  the  owner  of  the  timberland  in  Bahia  which  is 
for  sale  may  be  obtalneil  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  77987.  A  previous  report  on  Brazilian 
woods  was  published  in  Coumerce  Kepobts  for  Dec.  24,  191.3.J 


HOP  MABKET  OF  TASMANIA. 

[Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobart,  June  2.] 

Tasmania  is  the  only  State  in  Australia  where  hop  growing  has 
received  any  attention  and  its  normal  annual  yield  is  about  1,600,000 
pounds,  which  is  about  60  per  cent  of  the  total  consumption  of  hops 
in  all  Australia.  This  deficiency  of  1,000,000  pounds  annually  is 
usually  procured  from  England,  the  United  States,  and  New  Zea- 
land, upon  which  imports  there  is  a  duty  of  12  cents  a  pound.  Und^i- 
these  conditions  the  growers  in  Tasmania  have  become  accustomed  to 
high  prices  for  their  hops  and  rarely  have  had  to  accept  les.s  tlian 
30  cents  per  pound.  The  yield  of  hops  this  year  was  unusually 
heavy,  being  estimated  at  2,000,000  pounds.  This  heavy  yield,  in 
conjunction  with  rather  large  imported  stocks,  had  the  effect  of  de- 
pressing the  market  to  an  extent  never  before  experienced  and  prices 
rapidly  fell  from  30  cents  to  about  10  cents  per  pound,  which  quota- 
tion has  been  ruling  for  some  time.  As  it  costs  between  15  and  20 
cents  per  pound  to  get  hops  on  the  market  here,  this  low  price  has 
been  very  hard  upon  growers  and  they  are  making  strong  efforts  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  a  condition  by  inducing  the  Common- 
wealth Government  to  increase  the  import  duty  upon  hops  from  12 
to  24  cents  per  pound,  which  would  make  it  unprofitable  for  dealers 
to  import  hops  oeyond  what  is  absolutely  needed  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency after  the  local  crop  is  consumed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


182  COMMERCE  BEPORTS. 

AMEBICAir  INTEREST  IN  CANADIAN  ENTEBFBISES. 

IConsiil  Kdward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  June  13.] 
Capital  Invested  in  Factories  for  Canning  and  Packing. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  product  of  the  fisheries  of  Charlotte 
County,  in  which  St.  Stephen  is  located,  is  either  shipped  to  New 
England  points  in  a  fresh  state  or  packed  or  canned  at  Canadian 
factories  financed  by  American  capital,  and  nearly  all  of  the  re- 
mainder gees  to  American  factories  like  Eastport  and  Lubec,  in 
Maine,  for  packing  and  canning.  The  condition  of  this  county's  fish- 
eries, thereiore,  is  of  direct  interest  to  American  dealers. 

Canadian  authorities  state  that  the  value  of  the  county's  fisheries 
for  April,  1916,  was  $35,9;{5,  of  which  sardines  represented  $21,584, 
lobsters  $8,582,  and  cod  $3,265.  The  county  showed  a  production 
more  than  half  that  of  the  entire  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  the 
latter's  total  value  for  the  same  period  being  given  as  $67,580. 

Scientific  breeding  is  maintained  by  Dominion  authorities.  New 
stock  is  put  not  only  in  lakes  and  streams  once  well  filled,  but  in 
waters  hitherto  barren  of  fish.  There  are  now  65  Government  hatch- 
eries in  Canada.  They  distributed  during  1915  fish  to  the  number  of 
more  than  1,600,000,000,  an  increase  of  more  than  400,000,000,  or 
about  34  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year.  This  increase  was  largely 
in  whitefish  and  lobsters,  the  latter  coming  in  great  part  to  New 
Brunswick  and  the  other  Maritime  Provinces.  Of  the  total  distribu- 
tion from  the  hatcheries.  New  Brunswick  received  167,061,000,  or 
more  than  10  per  cent.  The  hatcheries  produced  both  commercial 
and  sporting  varieties. 

An  inventor  connected  with  an  American  company  which  has  a 
branch  factory  in  this  district  is  reported  to  have  designed  a  machine 
for  cutting  and  eviscerating  herring  preparatory  to  packing  them. 

Building  and  Improving  Water  Systems. 

The  Canadian  Commission  of  Conservation  has  issued  a  new  edi- 
tion of  a  report  on  waterworks  and  sewerage  systems  in  Canada.  In 
1867  Canada  had  only  7  waterworks  systems;  to-day  there  are  528. 
The  total  cost  to  date  has  been  $123,000,000,  and  the  annual  mainte- 
nance charge  is  $4,500,000.  The  total  dailv  consumption  is  more  than 
425,000,000  imperial  gallons  (510,000,000  United  States  gallons). 
About  three-fifths  of  the  plants  get  the  supply  from  lakes  or  streams, 
and  the  remainder  from  springs  or  wells.  Of  these  plants  396  are. 
owned  by  the  municipalities. 

American  engineers  and  contractors  should  have  a  fair  chance  to 
obtain  some  business  in  building  and  improving  water  systems  in 
Canada.  A  Boston  engineer  planned  the  system  installed  in  St. 
Stephen,  some  j'ears  ago,  with  excellent  results.  Water  meters  and 
similar  articles  of  equipment  are  usually  sent  to  the  United  States 
for  repairs,  and  as  evidence  of  a  field  for  further  business  the  new 
volume  mentioned  states  that  only  72  of  the  528  plants  have  filtering 
systems,  while  meters  arc  used  partially  in  141  cases  and  totally  in 
only  CO  plants. 

Opportunity  for  Sale  of  Municipal  Supplies. 

The  eleventh  annual  convention  .of  the  Union  of  New  Brunswick 
Municipalities  is  to  be  held  at  St.  Stephen  on  August  16  and  17, 1916. 
County  and  city  officials  will  attend,  and  the  usual  discussions  on 
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matters  of  local  government  are  expected.  Dealers  in  municipal  sup- 
plies might  interest  such  officials  by  sending  representatives  to  the 
meeting.  St.  Stephen*  may  be  reached  by  overnight  train  service 
jfrom  Boston,  either  direct  via  New  England  lines  and  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  or  to  the  city  of  Calais,  Me.,  directly  opposite  here, 
via  Maine  Central.  American  manufacturers  desiring  a  list  of  offi- 
cials or  other  information  may  address  J.  W.  McCready,  secretary  of 
the  union,  Fredericton,  Xew  Brunswick. 


VALXTE  OF  JITTE  FBODXTCTIOH  TO  INDIA. 

[Textile  Mercury,  of  Mancheeter,  England.] 

Although  jute  provides  one  of  the  least  of  the  staple  crops,  it  is 
the  most  valuable  in  India.  It  has  perhaps  not  received  the  atten- 
tion it  might  have  received,  but  efforts  are  now  being  made  to  extend 
the  growth  and  improve  the  quality.  The  three  pressing  needs  are 
said  to  be  better  cultivation,  better  transport,  and  unrestricted  mar- 
kets. Compared  with  rice,  wheat,  and  cotton,  the  quantity  of  jute 
produced  would  appear  to  be  insignificant.  Usually  about  75,000,000 
acres  of  rice  are  sown  annually,  32,000^000  acres  of  wheat,  26,000,000 
of  cotton,  and  only  3,000,000  acres  of  ]ute.  But  while  jute  is  worth 
about  145  rupees  per  acre,  the  other  values  are:  Rice,  52  rupees; 
wheat,  36  rupees;  and  cotton,  32  rupees.  Hence  it  pays  the  farmer 
to  devote  as  much  land  as  he  can  to  jute  crops. 

Besides  being  the  most  valuable  crop  per  acre,  jute  also  maintains 
a  greater  population  per  square  mile.  Jute  districts  in  Bengal  main- 
tam  a  population  of  580  to  1,066  per  square  mile;  cotton  growing 
varies  m  Bombay  and  the  Central  Provinces  from  93  to  396,  and 
wheat  from  63  to  500.  As  a  port  Calcutta  is  very  largely  dependent 
upon  jute. 

It  is  felt  by  the  cultivators  that  there  will  not  be  much  encourage- 
ment to  enlarge  the  area  if  prices  remain  as  low  as  they  have  been 
during  the  past  two  or  three  years.  The  Indian  Government  now 
takes  a  closer  interest  in  the  industry;  in  fact,  financially  and  indus- 
trially its  support  has  never  been  stronger.  Growers  welcome  tho 
assistance.  In  jute  production  India  has  a  valuable  assetj  and  there 
is  a  desire  not  merely  to  maintain  but  also  to  increase  this. 


lEON  INDTTSTBY  OF  BEITNSWICZ. 

(Consul  Talbot  .t.  Albert,  Brunswick,  Germany,  June  27.) 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  demand  for  iron  products  h\s 
been  so  great  that  the  industry  in  Brunswick  district  has  been  very 
prosperous.  One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  with  which  the  manu- 
facturer has  had  to  contend  is  the  scarcity  of  manganescj  which  is 
mostly  imported.  The  ore  used  by  the  Ilseder  Hiitte,  an  iron  foun- 
dry in  this  consular  district  near  the  city  of  Peine,  is  so  rich  in 
manganese  that  it  is  now  shipped  to  other  foundries  in  Germany 
as  a  substitute  for  the  imported  mineral.  The  demand  has  been  so 
great  that  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of  Adenstedt  with  its 
church  has  had  to  be  demolished.  The  Ilseder  Co.  has  just  declared 
a  dividend  of  33 J  per  cent,  which  the  annual  report  just  published 
says  was  principally  earned  by  the  sale  of  this  ore,  as  the  sale  of 
the  manufactured  products  of  the  company  has  not  been  more  than 
two-thirds  of  that  in  time  of  peace. 
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TEAK'S  BECOBI)  IN  TEXTILE  INDTJSTBY  OF  NETHEBLANDS. 

[Extract  from  Gazette  dc  Ilollande,  forwarded  by  American  commercial  attach&l 

The  annual  report  for  1915  of  the  Enscliede  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, just  published,  deals  with  the  textile  industry  of  Holland. 
Despite  the  difficulties  experienced  throughout  the  year,  the  report 
says,  the  factories  kept  going,  with  a  few  temporary  exceptions. 

The  weaving  mills  had  to  reduce  their  business  for  want  of  dyes. 
In  some  months  of  the  year  Germany  allowed  absolutely  no  dyes  to 
pass,  at  other  times  only  50  to  75  per  cent  of  the  normal  quantity. 
The  necessary  chemicals  also  were  scarce.  Spinning  mills  encountered 
great  difficulties  in  obtaining  their  raw  materials. 

The  chainber  collected  data  as  to  the  quantities  of  raw  cotton 
normally  consumed  in  the  Netherlands.  It  appeared  that  Holland 
annually  works  143,400  bales  of  500  pounds  each  of  American  cotton, 
16,500  bales  of  Indian  cotton,  and  60,000  bales  of  cotton  by-products. 

Some  cotton  brokers  decided  to  send  a  representative  to  America 
with  various  orders  to  buy  cotton.  This  proved  to  be  a  wise  step 
and  resulted  in  considerable  imports  into  this  country  in  November. 

statistics  of  the  Weaving  Industry. 

The  statistics  of  the  weaving  industry  also  show  plainly  the  in- 
fluence of  the  times,  both  as  regards  the  exports  and  the  home  market. 
Sales  for  the  year  compare  as  follows  with  those  of  the  year  before : 


Countries. 

1914 

1915 

Netherlands  India 

$4,396,600 
4,866,400 
3,339,300 

(3,966,S0O 

Netherlands               .  . 

7,024,800 

2,424,800 

Total 

12,702,300 

13,416,200 

It  is  seen  from  this  list  that  sales  in  the  Netherlands  have  increased 
considerably,  while  exports  fell  off.  This  increase  was  largely  caused 
by  the  reduced  productive  capacity  of  foreign  manufacturers.  Fur- 
ther big  orders  were-  received  for  the  Army,  while  the  rise  in  prices 
did  the  rest.  Imports  of  raw  cotton  for  the  manufacture  of  bleached 
and  mibleached  goods  represented  the  following  amounts: 


From— 


Belgium 

I'nited  Kingdom 

Prussia 

Otiicr  countries . 

Toial 


1913 


siso.moo 

4,so:',.soo 

740.400 
29,600 


1914 


1915 


$101,400  ;  S98.000 

3.222,400  I  1,892,400 

594,800  821,600 

18.400  93,600 


5.72J.O0O  ;  3,938,000  ,  2,907.600 


For  dyed 

or  printed  cottons  the  corresponding  figures  were: 

From— 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Belgium , 

JJ95,«)0 

2.349,200 

2,168,800 

20,800 

t410,000 

1.817,600 

1,748,400 

21.600 

«3S2,S0O 

United  Kingdom 

2.292.800 

Prussia 

1,600,400 

33,600 

Total 

5,134,400 

3,997,600 

4,309,600 
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Betheilands  India  Showed  Hormal  Semand. 

The  position  of  the  export  trade  was  far  from  satisfactory  for  all 
countries  save  Netherlands  India,  which  showed  a  normal  demand 
and  promises  well  for  the  current  year.  The  British  Indian  markets 
proved  a  disappointment,  and  when  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  was 
some  demand  for  prompt  shipments  the  high  cotton  prices  rendered 
transactions  practically  impossible.  Exports  to  China  were  reduced 
to  a  minimum.  Exports  of  printed  cottons  also  remained  far  below 
the  normal,  which,  so  far  as  British  India  is  concerned,  was  largely 
caused  by  the  low  rates  of  the  pound  sterling. 

[An  article  presenting  a  discoslon  of  Dutch  textile  Industries  as  affected 
by  the  war  was  published  In  Goumebce  Reports  for  May  25,  1916.] 


TOKYO  IIOETmO  COUPAinr  HAS  STTCCESSFTJL  TEAS. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Dally  Mall,  forwarded  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore, 
Yokobama,  June  12.] 

The  Tokyo  Electric  Light  Co.  has  decided  on  a  dividend  at  the 
rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum  for  the  first  half  of  the  present  year,  as 
a  result  of  a  meeting  held  by  the  board  on  June  9, 1916.  The  presi- 
dent reported  at  the  board  meeting  that  the  company  had  reaped 
extraordinarily  good  business  results  during  the  past  term.  The  in- 
crease in  receipts  has  been  brought  about,  according  to  the  president's 
report,  principally  by  the  temporary  supply  of  power  to  the  city 
electricity  bureau  when  it  was  short  of  power  on  account  of  the 
breakdown  of  the  Kinugawa  Power  Co.  plant.  Receipts  from  that 
sale  of  power  were  200,000  yen  ($99,700).  There  was  an  increase  in 
the  general  demand  for  light  in  the  city,  showing  that  the  company 
can  afford  to  reduce  its  lighting  charges  without  much  inconvenience. 
The  board  carries  forward  aunost  the  whole  of  the  increased  profit 
to  the  next  term,  together  with  the  usual  balance,  which  also  is  large 
enough  to  prove  the  fact  that  the  business  is  very  profitable.  During 
the  last  term,  65,000  additional  lamps  were  newly  installed, 


fiCUADOK  ESTABUSHES  A  CGITRSE  IN  AGEICULTTJEE. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Godlng,  Guayaquil,  June  IG.] 

An  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  the  intelligent  and  progressive 
element  in  Ecuador  has  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  by  the  council  of  public  instruction : 

Considering  that  the  study  of  agriculture  is  of  great  importance,  especially 
In  Ecuador ;  and  that  the  council  so  considered  it  last  year  when  they  received 
tlie  petitions  from  the  faculty  of  science  and  tlie  Agricultural  .Society  advo- 
catiDg  the  establisliment  of  an  agricultural  class  at  the  Central  University,  it 
Is  resolved : 

1st.  For  the  present  to  establish  an  agricultural  class  connected  with  tlie 
faculty  of  science. 

2d.  The  professor  shall  be  immediately  appointed  for  this  course  and  sliall 
submit  to  the  superior  council  of  public  instruction  for  their  study  and  ap- 
proval the  course  of  study,  the  requirements  necessary  for  the  students,  the 
list  of  elements  Indispensable  for  the  teaching  of  agriculture,  and  the  projects 
for  tlie  development  of  this  course  to  be  submitted  to  the  nest  Congress. 

3d.  The  professor  of  agriculture  shall  direct  and  edit  an  official  bulletin  to 
encourage  the  study  of  agriculture. 

4th.  This  resolution  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  faculty  of  scieuc*>  of  tlie 
Central  University. 
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ECUADOB  DEVELOPING  OIL  INSITSTKY. 

iCoiisul  <!ciioraI  Frederic  W.  Godlag,  Guayaquil,  June  D.] 

The  development  of  the  petroleum  deposits  of  Peru  has  directed 
attention  to  those  at  other  points  on  the  Avest  coast  of  South  America, 
and  the  Ecuadorean  oil  fields  have  been  studied  in  recent  years  by 
promoters  and  engineers.  Bituminous  seams  bearing  small  quan- 
tities of  petroleum  occur  in  various  places  in  the  northern  Provinces 
of  Ecuador,  where  several  claims  have  been  located.  The  seepage 
there  has  been  utilized  by  the  Indians  for  cooking  their  food. 

Petroleum  is  said  to  exist  in  marketable  quantities  in  the  Province 
of  El  Oro  near  Santa  Rosa,  not  far  from  the  oil  fields  of  Peru.  The 
district  comprises  an  extensive  portion  of  the  flat  lands  of  the  Prov- 
ince, which  is  intersected  by  a  number  of  streams  navigable  for 
vessels  of  considerable  draft,  with  an  abundance  of  growing  timber 
in  the  neighboring  mountains  available  for  construction  purposes. 

Known  Deposits  Located  in  Desert  Peninsula. 

The  known  deposits,  where  outflows  are  frequently  found,  occur 
in  the  desert  peninsula,  near  the  port  of  Santa  Elena,  extending  from 
Puntilla,  the  most  western  point  of  Ecuador,  eastward  at  least  to  the 
town  of  San  Vicente.  This  oil  field  is  90  miles  southwest  from 
Guayaquil  and  740  miles  from  Panama.  There  are  telephone  and 
telegraph  services,  and  a  good  automobile  road  between  the  formei" 
city  and  the  oil  field.  The  surface  of  the  country  is  nearly  level, 
with  minor  Undulations,  and  slightly  inclined  toward  the  sea. 

In  this  district  the  layer  containing  the  petroleum,  known  by  its 
black  color,  is  blue  shale  of  unknown  thickness,  superficial  at  some' 
points,  and  elsewhere  covered  with  marine  debris;  is  very  spongy 
and  rests  on  a  ba'se  of  impermeable  sandstone  which  prevents  much 
filtration,  although  it  is  impregnated  with  oil.  It  is  nearly  hori- 
zontal, of  variable  thickness,  about  3  feet  at  the  center,  and  covers 
an  area  extending  6  miles  north  and  south  and  about  20  miles 
inland.  The  presence  of  a  small  oil  fountain,  together  with  con- 
siderable gas,  would  indicate  that  deep  drilling  would  produce 
flowing  wells. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards  on  these  shores  the  Indians 
utilized  the  product,  hardened  by  exposure,  in  water  proofing  their 
water  jars  and  other  utensils.  Since  then  it  has  been  employed  for 
calking  the  seams  of  coasting  vessels. 

The  present  method  of  collecting  the  oil  is  to  excavate  holes  10  by 
10  feet  square  from  10  to  50  feet  down  to  the  impermeable  sand- 
stone; by  seepage  there  is  an  annual  yield  of  about  25,000  barrels. 
The  output  is  limited  to  local  demand.  The  wells  produce  from  three 
months  to  three  years. 

Deposits  Similar  to  Those  at  Lobltos  and  Negritos. 

In  1910  a  well  had  been  sunk  to  about  150  feet  and  another  in  1913 
to  a  similar  depth,  passing  through  several  small  veins  of  oil  and 
strong  gas,  while  a  third  of  1,250  feet  was  nearly  ready  to  begin 
operations,  work  with  them  being  discontinued  on  account  of  lack 
of  funds.  Judging  from  the  depths  at  which  oil  is  found  in  the 
adjacent  Lobitos  field  of  Peru,  it  is  believed  that  oil  in  commercial 
quantities  Avill  be  reached  here  at  about  1,000  feet.  The  deposits 
are  similar  to  those  at  Lobitos  and  Negritos,  which  have  yielded 
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about  70,000  tons  annually  for  some  years.  The  latter  has  been  a 
steady  producer  for  more  than  30  years. 

Drilling,  including  casing,  costs  about  $7.50  per  foot  to  a  depth 
of  1,500  feet,  and  about  $10  per  foot  to  2,500  feet.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  native  labor  costing  50  to  75  cents  per  day ;  the  drillers 
and  mechanics  must  be  brought  from  the  exterior,  with  wages  from 
$100  to  $150  a  month. 

The  petroleum  produced  in  Ecuador  near  the  surface  has  lost 
some  of  its  volatile  constituents,  as  a  result  of  the  method  of  collect- 
ing it.  An  attempt  was  made  at  Santa  Elena  to  refine  it,  but  was 
later  abandoned.  A  small  plant  situated  at  the  beach  near  there 
treats  limited  quantities  for  the  asphalt  only,  no  effort  being  made 
to  save  the  lighter  oils.  An  analysis  made  in  London  gave  the  fol- 
lowing results,  the  specific  gravity  at  60°  F.  being  0.8798 : 


Distflbthn. 

Percent- 
age djs- 
Ulled 
over. 

SpeciOo 
gravity. 

DlstUlatloa. 

Percent- 
age dis- 

dUed 

over. 

Specific 
gravity. 

Below  ISOC 

2.F5 
13.37 
17.49 

0.778 
.797 
.839 

2J0to270C 

9.01 
8.72 

O.SM 

uoto2aoc 

270  to 320  C....... 

.878 

aootoZioc 

Industries  Kaklng  TTse  of  Ecuadorean  Fetroleam. 

The  Ecuadorean  petroleum  is  now  used  for  fuel  at  the  local  brew- 
ery and  the  electric  light  plant,  where  about  25,000  barrels  are 
burned  each  year.  It  is  much  more  economical  than  wood  or  coal. 
The  Guayaquil  &  Quito  Railway  requires  about  32,000  tons  of  coal 
each  year,  at  an  average  cost  of  $10  per  ton.  One-third  of  each  train 
is  composed  of  cars  loaded  with  coal  for  consumption  by  the  loco- 
motive |  and  as  one  ton  of  oil  is  equivalent  to  two  tons  of  coal  for 
producing  steam,  it  is  evident  that  with  the  same  traction  power 
used,  much  more  freight  can  be  handled.  The  price  of  crude  petro- 
leum at  Guayaquil  at  present  is  $12  per  ton  for  the  native  product. 
On  account  of  the  great  saving  in  the  cost  of  traction  to  this  cor- 
poration, its  officials  have  decided  to  change  the  locomotives  from 
coal  to  oil  burners.  A  pumping  and  storing  plant  at  Duran,  with 
tanks  at  various  division  terminals,  and  tank  cars,  have  been  decided 
upon  at  a  cost  of  $75,000. 

A  number  of  other  industries  in  Ecuador  would  use  crude  oil  for 
fuel  if  the  supply  was  sufficient  and  constant.  In  the  near  future 
the  river  steamers,  gas  works,  pumping  stations,  and  various  local 
factories  will  use  oil  fuel  exclusively  for  economical  recsons.  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  if  large  refining  plants  will  be  erected  in  Ecuador 
unless  American  interests  do  so  as  a  part  of  their  systems. 

Gas  from  the  local  petroleum  is  now  being  manufactured  on  a 
small  scale  at  the  local  gas  works,  the  yield  being  1,000  cubic  feet 
to  the  ton,  as  against  300  cubic  feet  from  coal.  The  gas  company  is 
planning  to  provide  for  an  increased  use  of  the  oil. 

Exemption  from  Fiscal  and  Knnicipal  Duties  and  Taxes. 

Becently  a  law  was  promulgated  here  exempting  from  all  fiscal 
and  municipal  duties  and  taxes  the  pfoduction  and  exportation  of 
petroleum  and  its  derivatives  for  a  period  of  20  years.  Some  mineral 
tar  is  exported  each  year. 
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The  import  duty  on  crude  petroleum  and  kerosene,  as  given  in  the 
tariff  list,  class  7,  is  5  centavos  (nearly  2^cents),  and  on  gasoline, 
class  3,  it  is  1  centavo  (nearly  i  cent)  jper  kilo,  g.  w.,  with  125.5 
per  cent  surcharges.  The  properties  are  freehold  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  an  annual  tax  of  8  sucres  ($3.85)  per  20  hectares,  equivalent 
to  about  6.5  cents  per  acre. 

The  imports  of  petroleum  into  Ecuador  during  the  past  five  years 
were: 


Countrtos. 

Crude. 

Gasoline. 

Kerosene. 

19U. 

Pnuntb. 
593,043 

Pounds. 
S93.708 
400,325 
688 

Poundt. 

20.68S 

TTnited  States                     

4.31.';.  551 

09,004 

Total     

593,043 

1,354; 811 

4,335.243 

1912. 

<93,6«4 

1,001,395 

131,208 

176 

85,517 

ITnitAd  States 

5,451,788 

188 

Total        

793,664 

1,132,779 

5,537.493 

1013. 

1,684,133 
43,041 

4,178 

3, 903,  am 

All  others                     - 

62,242 

Total 

1.727,174 

3,969,506 

1914. 

1.495.558 

30,794 

549 

8,554 

TTniteci  States          

4,700.373 

139 

Total     

1,526,901 

4,797,066 

1915.« 

1,745,918 
20,029 

i.323 

15,840 
20,769 

4,743,917 

AU  others                                

Total 

36,609 

1,765,947 

4,745,240 

a  Returns  not  yet  received  from  a  few  small  ports. 

During  the  period  covered,  the  importation  of  crude  petroleum  has 
nearly  ceased,  while  the  source  of  gasoline  has  been  practically 
transferred  from  the  United  States  to  Peru,  and  the- United  States 
has  absorbed  the  entire  trade  in  kerosene.  American  concerns  have 
large  interests  in  the  Peruvian  oil  field  and  use  that  source  of  supi^ly 
when  such  a  course  seems  best. 

The  Ecuadorean  oil-bearing  properties  are  owned  and  controlled 
by  local  syndicates,  but  the  proprietors  are  endeavoring  to  interest 
American  capitalists  in  the  development  of  the  industry,  with  pros- 
pects of  ultimate  success. 


Imports  into  the  XTnion  of  South  Africa. 

Vice  Consul  John  W.  Dye,  at  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  reports 
that  the  imports  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during  May,  1916, 
were  valued  at  $17,580,411,  compared  with  $17,669,303  for  the  pre- 
ceding month.  These  totals  show  a  large  increase  over  the  same 
months  of  1915.  The  port  of  Durban  leads,  with  imports  valued  at 
$5,982,486  for  May  and  $5,988,574  for  April. 
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WOOSWOBEING  MACmHEST  US  THE  NETHEKLANDS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  Amsterdam,  Apr.  22.] 

The  sawmill  and  woodworking  machinery  used  in  Amsterdam 
and  vicinity  has  usually  been  obtained  from  England,  Sweden,  and 
Germany,  thovigh  the  war  has  changed  conditions  somewhat.  In 
saws,  the  preference  is  evidently  for  circular  and  solid  tooth.  The 
ban^aw  machinery  on  sale  is  of  two  general  classes — upright  and 
horizontal.  Gangsaws  are  used  to  some  extent.  Many  other  va- 
rieties of  woodworking  machinery  are  in  use. 

Before  the  war,  conditions  were  not  considered  favorable  for  the 
sale  of  American-made  machinery.  Reasons  given  were :  The  market 
was  too  small ;  the  distance  from  the  United  States  was  too  great ; 
extra  parts  for  repairs  and  improvements  could  not  be  supplied 
quickly  when  desired,  and  the  field  was  not  large  enough  to  warrant 
carrying  full  stocks  for  such  purposes;  American  sawmills  cut  less 
economically  than  European,  as  wood  was  plentiful  in  the  United 
States  and  machines  were  made  large  and  fast,  sacrificing  wood  to 
save  time. 

Piejudice  Against  Light  Construction. 

There  was  a  prejudice  against  the  alleged  lightness  of  construction 
of  American  machines,  and  the  complaint  was  heard  that  American 
makers  refused  to  send  samples  of  their  machines,  and  they  could 
not  be  bought  from  catalogues ;  that  American  machines  were  not  on 
exhibition  in  public  sample  rooms  as  other  makes  are;  that  the 
American  system  was  absolute  sale,  while  the  preference  here  was 
for  consignments. 

Machinery  sales  are  usually  made  through  general  agents,  who 
buy  and  sell  on  their  own  account,  without  commission.  They  have 
the  agency  for  the  whole  country,  usually  including  the  colonies. 
Some  German  agencies  have  also  had  the  Netherlands  in  their  ter- 
ritory, and  generally  whatever  American  woodworking  machinery 
is  used  has  come  through  them.  The  usual  credit  is  three  months, 
by  note,  with  security  when  deemed  necessary.  Generally  2^  pei 
cent  discount  is  allowed  for  cash. 

Bitch  Importers  Tnming  to  United  States. 

The  war  has  had  the  effect  of  practically  eliminating  the  belliger- 
ent countries  as  present  source^  of  machinery  supplies  for  the  Neth- 
erlands. This  may  in  some  measure  offset  the  objections  to  import- 
ing from  the  United  States.  The  opportunity  is  certainly  more 
favorable  than  before  the  war  for  woodworking  machinery.  All 
Dutch  importers  are  turning  to  the  United  States  for  supplies  which 
they  formerly  received  from  countries  now  at  war. 

Besides  noting  the  objections  mentioned,  and  the  usual  terms  of 
sales  here,  it  is  desirable  to  quote  prices  in  Dutch  currency,  c.  i.  f. 
Amsterdam  or  Rotterdam,  when  sale  is  proposed.  Freight  rates  may 
be  learned  from  the  American  offices  oi  the  Holland- American  Line. 

[k  list  of  the  users  of  wooilworklng  machinery  In  the  Amsterdam  consular 
district  may  bo  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  ofTices.    Refer  to  file  No.  70244.] 
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METHODS  FOB  EFFECTIVE  WOOL  SCOUBINO. 

[Extract  from  Yorkshire  Observer,  forwarded  by  American  consulate,  Bradford,  England.] 

The  materials  used  in  wool  scouring  need  some  consideration,  as 
upon  their  effective  and  skillful  use  the  success  and  economy  of  scour- 
ing depend.  Water,  soap,  and  alkali  are  the  agents  employed  for 
cleansing  wool.  The  quality  of  water  is  of  the  utmost  importance, 
as  water  is  used  for  getting  the  other  substances  into  solution,  as  a 
vehicle  for  carrying  them  to  the  wool,  and  also  for  washing  away 
the  impurities.  The  most  common  impurities  in  water  are  salts  of 
lime  and  magnesium.  Carbonates  of  these  bases  are  soluble  in  water 
which  contains  carbonic  acid,  and  sulphates  as  well  as  chlorides  of 
the  same  bases  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  water.  The  presence 
of  these  salts  causes  hardness  in  varying  degrees  according  to  the 
quantity  present. 

The  basis  of  water  testing  for  hardness  is  the  "  number  of  grains 
of  CaCOj  per  gallon,"  carbonates,  sulphates,  and  chlorides  both  of 
magnesium  and  calcium  being  reduced  to  this  base  in  expressing 
hardness.  Waters  containing  less  than  5  degrees  of  hardness  are 
termed  "soft,"  and  those  above  5  degrees  are  termed  "hard." 
Waters  containing  these  salts  have  a  destructive  action  on  soap, 
because  the  fatty  acids  in  soai>  readily  combine  with  calcium  and 
magnesium,  producing  insoluble  soaps  of  no  value  in  scouring.  They 
are  difficult  to  get  rid  of  when  once  they  are  formed,  and  may  easily 
be  the  source  of  a  number  of  defects  in  later  processes.  The  de- 
structive action  of  calcium  and  magnesium  salts  will  be  fully  realized 
when  it  is  appreciated  that  water  of  1  degree  hardness  will  destroy 
one  ounce  of  soap  per  44  gallons,  approximate.  In  other  words,  soap 
is  destroyed  according  to  the  degree  of  hardness  of  the  water,  and 
insoluble  soaps  are  produced  in  the  same  proportion.  It  is,  there- 
fore, obvious  that  measures  should  be  considered  for  preventing  the 
Avaste  of  soap,  and  at  the  same  time  obviating  to  some  extent  the 
production  of  defects  later. 
Both  Hard  and  Soft  Soaps  Employed. 

Hard  and  soft  soaps  are  both  employed.  The  former  is  said  to 
have  a  deleterious  effect  compared  with  soft  soap.  It  is  claimed  by 
some  that  the  potash  in  the  soap,  being  similar  to  the  larger  mineral 
constituent  of  the  wool  yolk,  is  an  indication  that  it  is  more  suitable 
than  hard  soap.  The  fact  that  glycerin  is  present  in  the  soft  soap 
has  also  been  offered  as  an  explanation.  Another  is  that  soft  soap 
is  more  soluble  and  consequently  its  cleansing  properties  are  greater, 
yet  at  the  same  time  it  has  not  that  keen,  harsh  effect  on  wool  pro- 
duced by  the  soda  base  in  hard  soap. 

The  alkalies  most  largely  employed  are  the  carbonates  of  potash 
and  soda.  The  former  is  generally  preferred.  (lood  quality  alkalies 
of  guaranteed  purity  should  always  be  employed  in  scouring  wool. 
Lower  grade  alkalies  contain  more  or  less  caustic  alkali.  This  has  a 
very  destructive  action  even  in  weak  and  hot  solutions.  It  makes 
the  wool  rough  and  harsh  and  impairs  its  luster  and  "  handle." 
Soaps  and  alkalies  should  always  be  tested  for  composition  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  amount  of  caustic  alkali  present.  The  tests  are  not 
difficult  to  make,  and  the  information  obtained  will  enable  the  scour- 
ing to  be  better  controlled. 
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Soap  and  alkali  should  be  skillfully  employed.  Soap  may  be  em- 
ployed in  all  the  bowls  of  a  set  in  diminishing  quantities;  in  some 
cases  the  last  bowl  of  a  four-bowl  set  of  machines  may  have  only 
aboQt  6  or  7  per  cent  of  the  weight  of  soap  in  the  first  bowl.  Alkafi 
generally  is  used  in  the  first  two  bowls,  the  quantity  in  the  second 
Being  considerably  less  than  in  the  first.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  wool  is  less  subject  to  the  action  of  alkali  in  the  first  bowl,  owing 
to  its  coating  of  yolk,  etc.,  but  when  this  is  removed  the  alkali  needs 
to  be  much  reduced  in  quantity  to  avoid  damaging  the  wool. 


AMEBICAH  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  Tlie  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Kame. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion ot 
venue. 

Address. 

W«st.  OeoTM  N 

Koti«,  Japan 

Ang.  IS 
Aug.  10 

Departmentof  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Albany,  Oree. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

OlbraltEu-,  Pa. 

cooie.TB.......::::::::::: 

Patras,  Greece 

Uuddersfield,  England 

Tlontsin,  Cliina 

Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Brcslau,  Germany 

Heh,  F.  D 

Ksker.rtedn 

Aug.    5 
8cpt    1 

Mtslerson,  Wffliam  W 

Seltar,  Harry  G 

B9ker,'E.  Carlton 

Nagasaki,  Japan .' 

Aug.  30 

Washington,  D.  C. 

COTTON-GOODS  OPPOETUNITT  IN  SOUTH  AFMCA. 

Consul  General  Murphy,  stationed  at  Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 
has  transmitted  a  letter  received  from  a  business  man  formerly  con- 
nected with  the  American  consular  service  in  South  Africa,,  from 
which  the  following  extract  is  taken : 

Several  trial  orders  of  American  cotton  goods  have  been  placed  by  an  impor- 
tant firm  of  manufacturers'  agents  in  South  Africa.  If  American  cotton  mills 
have  the  foresight  to  malje  the  comparatively  slight  changes  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  capture  the  native  trade  in  cotton  goods,  and  to  do  this  witii  the 
utmost  promptness  before  the  former  sources  of  supply  now  cut  off  are  re- 
opened, a  very  large  volume  of  business  may  result.  If  tills  opportunity  is 
pas-sed  by  and  tlie  time  frittered  away  in  useless  efforts  to  malie  tlie  native 
alter  ids  tastes  and  preferences  to  meet  the  welglits,  sizes,  and  patterns  stand- 
ardized by  many  American  manufacturers,  tlie  cliance  is  not  liljciy  to  recur. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Room  40D  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Valted  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Katioaal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  308  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Gen'l  Frt,  Agt.,  C.  N.  0.  &  T.  P. 
Ky.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
Hy.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOBEiaN  TEASE  OPPOETUNITIES. 

Reserved  addrcssrx  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  dlatrlct  olllreii.  Reqacst 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportanlty  namnfer. 

'  The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  -    ' 

Machinery,  etc.,  No.  21821. — The  purclm.slng  agent  of  a  Far  Eastern  trading 
company,  with  hendquarters  In  the  Netherlands,  who  is  now  in  the  United 
States,  Informs  the  Bureau  that  lie  contemplates  a  trip  to  Europe,  and 
possibly  to  the  Far  Ga.st,  and  desires  to  form  business  connections  with 
American  manufacturers  intereste<l  in  extending  their  trade  In  those  terri- 
tories. He  Is  Interested  in  machinery  for  the  textile  industry,  and  iron 
and  wood  worlclng  machinery,  such  as  lathes,  planers,  cutters,  drills, 
presses,  etc. 

Cotton  piece  good*  and  yarn*.  No.  21822. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
writes  tliat  a  firm  In  the  Orient  is  In  the  market  for  colored  cotton  yarns 
and  cotton  piece  goods.  Annual  i-equireinents  of  yarn  10,000  Imles  of  one 
hundred  5-pound  bundles  to  the  bale.  Samples  and  further  information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (liefer  to  file 
No.  948.) 

Steel,  No.  21823. — An  exiwrt  conmilsslon  agency  In  the  United  States  wishes  to 
.secure  for  one  of  its  clients  in  the  Orient  steel  suitable  for  enameling  and 
sufficiently  soft  to  be  stamped  into  various  shapes  of  household  utensils. 
The  thicknesses  deslretl  are  gauges  Nos.  26,  28,  29,  and  30.  Requirements 
20  to  50  tons  monthly.    References  given. 

Offlce  supplic*,  drug*,  etc..  No.  21824. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  that  a  firm  in 
Chile  wishes  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  equipment  for  clubs  and  bars,  hardware,  tools,  stationery,  office 
supplies,  notions,  drugs,  and  alcoholic  liquors. 

Machinery,  No.  21825. — A  firm  in  Cuba  requests  the  Bui-eau  to  place  it  in  toucli 
with  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  extracting  the  oil  from  the  reciuus, 
or  castor-oil  plant. 

Thermometert,  hardicare,  etc..  No.  21826. — X  manufacturer's  agent  in  the  United 
Kingdom  wishes  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of 
garden  and  bath  thermometers,  household  and  floating  dairy  thermometers. 
He  also  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of  kitchen  utensils,  hardware, 
domestic  woodenware,  cutlery,  !ioveltie>!,  etc.  I'ages  from  Illustrated  cata- 
logues showing  cla.ss  of  goods  now  handled  may  be  insi)ected  at  the  Bureau 
or  Its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  Mlscel.  No.  138.) 

Portable  liou*c*,  No.  21827. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  In  France  writes  that  a  man  In  that  country  wishes  to  represent 
American  niunufacturers  of  portable  houses. 

Machinery,  No.  21828. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  Brazil  writes  that  a  match  manufacturer  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  quotations  on  machinery  for  making  wootlen  matches,  particu- 
larly machines  for  drying  and  polishing  the  splints  after  they  have  been 
cut.    Corresiwiidence  may  be  In  English. 

Oil,  No.  21829. — A  trading  company  in  Australia  desires  to  represent  an  Amer- 
ican oil  company  located  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  or  on  the  Gulf  of 
Jlexico,  according  to  a  report  received  from  a  commercial  attache  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce.    Reference  is  given. 

Wearing  apparel,  toilet  articles,  etc..  No.  21830. — A  Ann  In  the  Philippine 
Islands  requests  the  Bureau  to  place  it  In  toucli  with  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  shoes,  hats,  iioslery  and  neckwear,  hardware,  razors  and  no- 
tions, perfumes,  .soaps  and  toilet  articles,  dry  gooils,  cotton  textiles,  and 
gold  and  silver  plated  jewelry.  Medium  priced  goods  suitable  for  the 
Philippine  and  Oriental  trade  are  desired.    References  given. 

Turbines, and  motors,  No.  21831. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  an 
Importer  and  manufacturers'  agent  in  Spain  requesting  it  to  place  him  in 
touch  with  manufacturers  of  steam  and  water  turbines,  and  gasoline,  gas, 
and  crude  oil  motors.    References  given. 

WASRINGTOK  :  GOVEU.VMBNT  PBIXTINQ  OrFICB  :  1«1« 
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DUTY  OH  ALCOHOL  IN  FRAHCE. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  Oeneral,  Paris,  July  12.] 

A  French  decree  of  July  11  provides  that  the  duty  ob  alcohol  to  b© 
denatured  shall  be  80  francs  per  hectoliter.  Alcohol,  for  which  the 
contract  was  made  before  April  6  and  for  which  the  importer's  decla- 
ration was  filed  at  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  prior  to  June  2,  is  to  be 
admitted  at  the  reduced  rate  of  300  francs  per  hectoliter,  if  imported 
before  January  1,  1917.  [The  rates  quoted  are  those  of  the  French 
general  tariff,  which  are  appUcable  to  alcohol  imported  from  the 
United  States.  A  notice  regarding  the  prohibitive  rates  imposed  on 
alcohol  by  the  decree  of  June  24,  1916,  was  published  in  Commerce 
Rbpokts  for  June  30, 1916.] 


BABCELOHA  DICBEASES  ITS  FOBT  CHAEOES. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hnrst,  Barcelona,  Spain,  May  27.] 

The  Board  of  Harbor  Works  of  Barcelona  announces  that  owing 
to  the  continued  rise  in  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  local  floating 
dock  anS  tugboats  that  the  hitherto  prevailing  port  charges  will 
be  increased  on  and  after  Juile  1,  1916,  by  22  per  cent  for  vessels  up 
to  1,000  tons  displacement  and  14  per  cent  for  vessels  of  1,000  tons 
di^lacement  and  above;  25  per  cent  extra  will  be  charged  for  tow- 
ing in  addition  to  the  existing  tariff. 


American  Correspondenti  of  Brasilian  Banks. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  exchange  of  credit  information  between 
Brazilian  and  American  firms  Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Grottschalk, 
of  Bio  de  Janeiro,  has  compiled  a  list  of  the  banks  in  that  southern 
capital,  with  their  New  York  correspondents  where  such  connections 
exist  Hiis  Ust  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Fcragn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices;  ask  for  file 
No.  78136. 
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COBPOK&TI(»SS  MAY  OWH  UUTS  DT  HAITI. 

[SpMtal  AxcBt  Ctenmid  Hania,  Jne  IS.] 

The  Council  of  State  of  21  members,  seated  by  the  President  of 
Haiti  from  among  the  progressive  public  men  of  the  country  upon  the 
dissolution  of  the  Ctnigress  in  April,  has  reached  a  conclusion  upon 
the  matter  of  Article  VI  of  the  constitution.  The  chief  duty  of 
the  council,  which  has  been  in  session  continuously  since  dmgnas 
was  dissolved,  has  been  the  revision  of  the  constitution  ancT  the 
recommendation  of  legislation  to  the  next  Congress,  which  will  con- 
vene about  the  last  of  August  or  the  beginning  of  September.  The 
recommendation  of  the  Council  of  State  will  undoubtedly  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  new  Congress. 

Section  6  of  the  constitution  is  an  inheritance  from  the  first  charter 
of  Government  evolved  by  the  Haitians  more  than  100  years  a^ 
The  present  constitution  was  adopted  in  1889.  In  brief,  the  section 
provides  that  no  foreigner  shall  own  land  in  Haiti. 

The  decision  of  the  Coimcil  of  State  maintains  that  time-honored 
principle  as  to  individuals.  Even  the  proposal  to  allow  foreigners 
five  years  resident  in  the  country  to  acquire  land,  or  permitting  those 
who  had  married  Haitian  women  to  become  landowners,  was  voted 
down  overwhelmingly  in  the  Coimcil ;  but  the  section  was  so  amended 
as  to  allow  foreign  corporations,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  agricul- 
ture, mining,  manufacturing,  or  allied  industries,  to  acquire  such 
lands  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  purposes  and  to  h<dd  um»  title  tfi 
same  and  to  transfer  same,  but  not  to  individuals. 

ArmrUiont  Ukelj  to  Be  Adopted. 

The  details  of  legislation  making  provision  for  canying  oat  this 
constitutional  concession  will  be  attended  to  by  the  next  National 
Congress.  The  requirements  will  probably  be  that  any  cortK)rati<xi 
formed  for  any  of  the  above-mentioned  purposes  will  be  required  to 
present  its  evidences  of  due  creation,  corporation,  and  organization, 
by  way  of  certified  cc^ies,  to  the  Department  of  State  of  Haiti,  ac- 
companied by  a  petition  or  application  to  be  listed  aad  recognized 
for  business  in  the  Bepublic,  such  application  to  be  accompanied  hj 
such  registration  or  other  fees  as  may  be  required  by  lti\r.  The  appb- 
cation  will  then  be  considered  by  the  State  Department  and  the  legal 
department,  and  if  the  organization  is  bona  fide  and  its  object  of 
probable  benefit  to  the  country,  it  will  be  admitted  for  business  and 
permission  be  extended  to  acquire  and  utilize  such  lands  as  may  be 
necessary.  The  corporation  can  alienate  lands  to  other  corpora- 
tions, but  not  to  individuals. 

This  concession  is  believed  to  be  suffiei«it,  as  it  is  hardly  likely 
that  individuals  would  care  to  reside  in  the  country  or  to  own  land 
except  for  the  purposes  of  busine^,  and  this  can  be  handled  through 
the  medium  of  a  corporation.  It  is  hardly  possible  that  section  6 
will  be  given  a  further  modification  than  that  mentioned. 
Cause  of  Laws  FoAlddiaff  Allea  Owaership. 

More  than  a  hundred  years  ago,  when  the  Haitians  achieved  tltur 
independence,  they  placed  an  iiuiibition  against  forei|;ner8  living  ia 
the  country  or  owning  any  land  there.  This  was  modified  Gonwwhat 
and  foreigners  were  admitted  finally,  but  not  as  landownexs>    For- 
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eigners  came  in,  and  some  of  them  acquired  land  by  taking  title  in 
the  name  of  a  Haitian  citizen  and  then  having  that  citizen  execute 
•  mortgage  for  far  more  than  the  knd  was  worth. 

In  support  of  the  antilandowning  feature  it  is  argued  that  Haiti  is 
a  anall  country ;  it  has  nearly  2,OW,000  people  now,  and  in  20  years 
the  questi<Hi  of  overcrowding  will  become  a  live  one.  It  is  beheved 
that  not  allowing  foreigners  to  aoqtdre  the  land  will  prevent  large 
tracts  from  f albng  into  the  hands  either  of  speculators,  or  of  ab- 
sentee landlords  wno  might  oppress  the  people,  or  who  might  with- 
draw it  from  settlement  or  cultivation,  -and  thus  make  more  diflScult 
the  proposition  of  furnishing  small  holdings  for  the  natives.  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  leaders  of  uie  country  that  it  shall  be  a  nation  of 
small  landowners  and  home  owners.  The  fertility  of  the  soil  and 
the  climate  make  it  possible  by  intensive  and  intelligent  cultivation 
to  grow  an  astounding  amount  of  produce  on  a  small  area.  Some  of 
the  far-sighted  men  of  the  country  see  that  hj  thus  preserving  the 
land  in  reach  of  the  poor  people,  the  question  of  overcrowding  will 
not  be  one  to' vex  the  governing  powers  inside  of  50  years  or  more. 


CEHSVS  OF  HANITFACTIJIIE  OF  PADTIS  AlTD  YABKISHES. 

A  report  on  the  paint  and  varnish  industry  of  the  country  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  shows  that  the  number  of  estab- 
lishments was  smaller  in  1914  than  it  was  in  1909,  but  that  the  output 
for  the  latest  census  year  was  16.9  per  cent  greater  in  value  than  tnat 
of  1909.  The  paint  industry  embraces  the  manufacture  of  colors  or 
pigments  in  dry  form  as  well  as  in  paste  form  and  already  mixed 
for  use,  and  under  varnishes  there  are  included  japans,  dryers,  and 
lacquers. 

Reports  were  received  from  855  establishments  engaged  in  the 
industry  in  1914,  the  total  products  of  which  for  the  year  were  valued 
at  $149,049,820.  In  618  establishments,  with  a  total  paint  and  varnish 
output  valued  at  $113,953,084,  a  greater  value  of  paints  than  of 
varnishes  was  produced.;  and  in  the  remaining  237  establishments, 
with  a  total  output  of  $35,096,736,  the  value  of  varnishes  produced 
was  greater  than  that  of  paints. 

The  products  in  1914  comprised  colors  or  pigments  valued  at 
$17,407,955;  oil  paints,  $70,582,461;  water  paints  and  kalsomine, 
$2,202,281;  varnishes  and  japans,  $36,061,203;  fillers,  including  putty, 
$3,239,174;  bleached  shellac,  $1,806,802;  and  other  products  to  the 
value  of  $17,749,944. 

At  the  census  of  1909  there  were  reported  863  establishments,  with 
products  valued  at  $127,472,819. 


INSPECTION  OF  FASSENGEB  VESSEIS. 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  reports  that 
during  the  first  week  in  July  in  the  case  of  65  vessels  inyolvmg  66,900 
passengers  the  navigation  inspectors  stopped  the  embarjnng  of  an 
excessive  number  of  pasengers  over  and  above  the  lawful  limit"  pro- 
vided for  the  vessels  concerned.  These  incidents  took  place  In  Balti- 
more, Boston,  Buffalo,  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Indianapolis, 
Dulath,  Louisville,  Rochester,  and  Providence. 
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NEWFOVHDLABB'S  IKTEAEST  HT  SPOBTINO  GOODS. 

[Conaol  James  S.  Benedict,  St  John's,  Jane  2.] 

Fishing  rods  and  tackle  and  all  kinds  of  sporting  and  athletic 
goods  are  on  sale  in  various  shops  throughout  Newfoundland.  Pre- 
vious to  the  war,  a  large  proportion  of  these  goods  was  imported 
from  England,  and  some  from  Germany,  but  since  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  merchants  have  been  looking  to  tiie  United  States  to 
supply  the  demand.  Most  of  the  athletic  goods  displayed  in  the 
shops  are  of  the  higher  grade,  but  it  is  probable  that  ch^per  lilies, 
to  meetthe  requirements  of  the  boys  and  girls,  could  be  istroduced 
to  advantage. 

Athletic  sports  of  all  kinds,  together  with  hunting  and  fishing,  are 
popular  in  ttiis  country.  Quantities  of  salmon  are  taken  in  the  bays 
and  rivers  practically  all  around  the  Newfoundland  coast.  These 
run  in  weight  from  5  to  25  pounds,  and  are  of  an  excellent  quality. 
Fine  trout  are  caught  in  the  numerous  lakes  and  rivers,  including 
several  lake  varieties  and  seat  trout,  the  latter  running  from  ^  to  5 
pounds  in  weight.  The  sea  trout  are  found  in  the  mouths  of  rivers 
during  May  and  June;  in  July  and  Aiigust,  in  immense  numbers, 
they  seek  cleep  pools  far  up  the  river,  remaining  there  until  late  in 
the  fall. 

Veatnres  of  Talne  to  Hnatert  and  FishenneB. 

The  sea  trout,  next  to  the  salmon,  is  the  gamiest  fi^,  and  is.  found 
in  large  numbers  between  Port  aux  Basques  and  Plaoentia,  on  tbo 
south  coast ;  at  Gambo,  North  Harbor,  and  in  many  of  the  rivers  on 
the  northeast  ancf  west  coasts,  and  also  at  Battle  Harbor,  and  in 
various  bays  and  rivers  of  Labrador. 

The  ouananiche  may  be  taken  from  mairv^  of  the  lakes,  but  it  is 
said  that  the  best  place  is  at  the  head  of  Gambo  Biver  and  Terra 
Nova  Lake.  The  tuna  also  comes  to  the  coast  of  Newfoimdland  to 
feed  upon  the  herring,  abundant  at  all  seasons. 

The  grouse,  partridge,  black  bear,  caribou,  deer,  fox,  hare,  and  rab- 
bit are  nunted  here. 

St.  John's  has  fine  athletic  grounds,  baseball,  tennis^  football,  and 
golf  being  the  principal  sports.  Other  towns  in  Newfoundland  also 
nave  athletic  grounds.  There  is  a  rifle  club  in  St.  John's  with  ex- 
cellent ranges  for  target  practice. 

Up  to  four  years  ago  baseball  was  not  played  to  any  extent  in  this 
Colony,  but  through  the  efforts  of  several  Ajnericans  and  Canadians 
it  has  developed  into  a  leading  sport  to  such  an  extent  that  a  base- 
ball league  has  materialized  and  clubs  have  been  organized  in  several 
towns  elsewhere  on  the  island.  This  game,  as  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  is  played  by  boys  wherever  there  is  a  vacant  lot. 

There  are  several  dealers  in  fishing  tackle  and  athletic  goods  in 
St.  John's.  Thes3  firms  probably  would  be  able  to  supply  the  demand 
of  the  outport  merchants  and  individuals,  as  some  of  them  have 
branch  establishments,  and  all  have  traveling  salesmen  vrho  visit 
various  towns  of  the  island. 

(A  list  of  the  Arms  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Fwelm 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  ofikws.    Refer  to  file  No,  TTIMO.J 
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PBOGEESS  OF  AMEBICAN  SHIPBUILDnrO. 

Steel  merchant  vessels  building  or  under  contract  to  be  built  in 

Jrivate  American  shipyards  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  fiscal  year, 
uly  1, 1916,  according  to  builders'  returns  to  the  Bureau  of  Naviga- 
tion^ Department  of  Commerce,  numbered  385  of  1,225,784  gross  tons. 
Since  the  publication  of  the  statement  for  June  1  (Commerce  Re- 
FOBTs  No.  143,  Jime  19, 1916,  p.  1064)  the  Senate  Naval  Committee 
on  June  30  reported  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  now  under  discus- 
sion in  the  Senate.  The  bill  provides  the  largest  naval  building 
program  in  our  history.  The  new  battleships,  battle  ciiiisers, 
scout  cruisers,  and  other  types  of  warships  and  auxiliaries  number 
157  of  approximately  855,000  tons  displacement,  to  be  built  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $588,000,000.  Of  these  66  of  about  382,000  tons 
displacement  are  to  be  begun  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  the  re- 
mamder  before  July  1,  1919.  For  comparison  on  June  30,  1914, 
British  shipyards  were  building  90  war  ships  of  592,545  tons  dis- 
placement, of  which  76  of  458,175  tons  displacement  were  building  at 
private  yards. 
Orowth  During  Twelve  Konths. 

The  usual  growth  of  steel  merchant  shipbuilding  in  the  United 
States  during  the  past  12  months  is  shown  by  the  following  summary 
of  (a)  steel  merchant  ships  building  or  under  contract  to  be  built 
in  private  American  shipyards  on  July  1,  1915,  and  on  July  1,  1916, 
lad  on  the  first  day  of  the  pdst  five  months,  (&)  new  contracts  for 
steel  merchant,  ships  entered  into  during  the  past  five  months,  and 
(c)  steel  merchant  ships  built  in  the  Unitea  States  and  officially 
nnmbered  during  those  months. 


Pwiod. 

Built  or-ondcr  cantnct 

New  contracts. 

Vessels  completed. 

Number. 

Gross  tons.^ 

Number. 

Gross  tons. 

Number. 

Gross  tons. 

Jnlr  1.  ins 

76' 
230 
244 
360 
368 
372 
385 

310,089 
901,371 
945,798 
1,067,856 
1,129,014 
1,147,534 
1,225,784 

iKiimS:::;;;;""::'::::.' 

20 
107 
-    20 
20 
39 

61,136 
151,296 
51,011 
81,470 
114,530 

6 
5 
6 
13 
10 

31,329 

lbt.l,  1916 

23,394 

AV.  1,1916 

12,915 

|&  1,1(16 

53,840 

iKtiSw::::::: ::::.::: 

39,940 

Uir  1,1X6 

Total 

206 

459,443 

40 

161,418 

4 

For  comparison,  on  March  31,  1916,  private  shipyards  in  the 
United  Kingdom  had  under  actual  construction  423  steel  merchant 
ships  of  1,^3,335  gross  tons.  As  British  shipyards  are  almost  wholly 
engaged  in  naval  construction  and  the  manufacture  of  war  muni- 
tions for  the  allies,  merchant  ship  construction  is  slow,  and  during 
the  first  three  months  of  1916.  only  67  steel  steamers  of  80,161  gross 
tons  were  launched.  For  further  comparison,  the  entire  world  dur- 
ing the  calendar  year  1915,  according  to  Lloyd's  Register,  launched 
743  merchant  ships  of  1,201,638  gross  tons,  of  which  84  of  177,460 
groea  tdns  were  launched  iA  the  United  States. 
Two  Tears'  Work. 

The  following  table  shows  first  the  distribution  of  steel  merchant 
shipbuilding  among  the  private  shipyards  of  the  United  States  and, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


198 


COHMEBCB  KBPOBTS. 


separately,  the  number  and  ^ross  tonnage  of  the  ships  building  or 
under  contract  which  the  builders  expect  to  launch  during  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year,  ending  June  30,  1917,  and  those  which  will  not  be 
launched  before  the  fiscal  yea^  ending  June  30,  1918.  These  datoe 
are  subject  to  the  usual  allowances  f«r  delays  due  to  the  several  causos 
which  affect  steel  industries.  The  urgency  of  the  naval  construction 
program  may  also  prove  a  factor  in  the  situation.  Barring  delays 
builders  expect  to  launch  327  steel  ships  of  927,893  gross  tons  daring 
the  current  fiscal  year  and  58  ships  ot  297,891  gross  tens  during  the 
following  fiscal  year. 


Merchant  oonstmo- 
tioa,  Thly  1, 1916. 

To  ba  latmdied  during  Iscal  ymr 
endtaK— 

Shipyards. 

Jane  36, 1917. 

June  30^19111 

Num- 
ber. 

Grass  t<ms. 

Nom- 
bw. 

Graaatons.. 

her.' 

are* 

Kna. 

American  Bridge  Co.,  Ambrldge,  Pa.,  an/i 
Trenton,  N.J.  a ■ 

103 

23 

7 
3 
2 
11 

1 
3 

3 
U 

1 
IS 

15 

10 

M 
34 
16 

7 

6 
3 

6 

5 

1 

3 

4 
0 
31 

' 
12 

49,394 

82,200 

24,500 

»I,600 

375 

63,600 

660 
58 

too 

> 76, 400 
75 

18,940 

360 

63,969 

3,400 

300 

10,700 
58,705 
3,500 
18,000 

111,947 

121,538 

12,006 

42,600 

35,720 
730 

28,800 

S,2U 

2,000 

1,500 

26.000 

22,630 

1 201,153 

28,500 

78,400 

106 
18 

7 

3 
3 
11 

1 
2 

2 

9 

I 

11 

4 

9 

6 

1 

6 

8 
4 
2 

10 
18 
10 

5 

6 
3 

4 

t 

1 

3 
2 
« 

as 

s 

12 

49,394 

56,800 

24,600 

» 1,600 

375 

53,600 

660 

t» 

SOO 
»S4,944 

.75 

43,830 
360 

40,144 

3,400 

SOO 

0,300 
47,646 

2,500 
10,000 

a6,a99 

•        79,835 
3,386 

80,300 

85,730 
730 

19,300 

8,341 

2,000 

1,500 

S:S; 

»1«,9S8 

28,500 
78,400 

American    Stiipbuilding    Co.,    Cleveland, 
Oiiio 

6 

3S.400 

Baltimon  Dry  Docks  &  ShipbainUig  Co., 
Baltimore,  Md 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 



Charles  Barnes' Co.,  ChicinnatI,  Ohto 

Chester  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Chester,  Pa 

Clinton  Shipbuilding  &  Repsiir  Co.,  Phila- 
delphia, Fa 

Cowles  Shipyards  Co.,  Bofialo,  N.  Y 

ElUcott  Uachine  Corporation,  BalUmora, 

** 

Fore    River    ShipbaOdlng    Corporatkm, 
Qulncy,  Mass 

S 

ai,4st 

George  Lawley  &  Sons  Corporation,  Nepon- 

Great  Lakes  Engineering  Works,  Detroit, 
Mich 

4 

15,110 

Great  Lakes  Towing  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio... 
Harlan  &  HoDingswortb  Corporation,  Wil- 
mington, Del!?. „...;..  .... 

0 

33,815 

Howard  Shipyards  Co.,  Je(TersonviUe,  Ind. . 

Tames  Rees  ft  Sons  Co.,  Pittsburgh,  Fa 

llan)towoc  ShlpbulTding  4  Dry  Dock  Co., 
Manitowoc,  Wis 

» 

s 

4kfli 

Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Spamnrs  Point,  Md... 
Merrlll-Sterens  Co.,  Jacksoavllle,  Fla    ... 

i£S 

Moor*  &  Scott  Iron  Works,  Oakland,  Cat.. 

Mawport  News  ShipbuUdIng  d:  Dry  Dock 

Co.,  Newport  News,  Va 

8 

S 
6 
S 

3 

New  York  lUpbuUdinc  Ca.Camdeu.N.  J.. 

Posey  &  Jones  Co.,  WiTmington,  Del 

Seattle  Construction  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Seat- 
tle, Wash  

4i,7n 
9,aoo 

U,880 

Skinner  A   Kddy    Corporation,     Seattle, 

Bpeddeo  Shipbnikllng  Co^  Baltimore,  Md.. 

Standard   Shipbuildiiig  Corporation,  New 

York.N.  Y.  .VT. 

a 

%m 

Statan  Uland  SblpbuUding  Co.,  Port  Rich- 
mond N  Y 

Tampa  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Tampa, 
Fla 

..; 

Tuik-Ship  Bonding    Oorponttlon,  New- 
burgh,  N.  Y 

Texas  Steamship  Co.,  Bath,  He 

s 

3 

a 

!■.«• 

Toledo  Shipbiijiding  Co„  Toledo,  Ohio 

Vnlon  Iroa  Works  Co.,  San  Franclsoo.  Cal.. 
WUlamttte   Iron  &  Steal  Works  &  North- 
west Steel  Co.,  rortiand.  Dreg 

Wm.  Cramp  i  fc'ohs  Ship  &  Knglse  BlMd- 

Ss 

L 

Total 

385 

» 1,225,784 

327 

t927,883 

58 

807^881 

«  DoCaQed  siatemmt  ot  new  eontnots  net  raMl^vd. 
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Details  of  New  Conttmcts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  new  contracts  for  building  steel  ships 
entered  into  during  June,  1916,  so  far  as  reported  by  shipbuilders: 


Vesnb. 

Gross 
ton- 
nage. 

Speed, 

knots. 

Owner. 

Trade. 

Probable  date 
o(  launch. 

Oicot  Lakes  Tawing  Co.: 
No.41 

90 
90 

300 
3,S00 
2,500 
2,2S0 
2,230 

300 

1,000 
l.OOO 

SOO 

300 

300 

300 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

4,800 
4,800 
4,800 

6,380 
6,300 
0,700 
6,700 

7,200 
7,200 
5,9M 

s,<eo 

6,200 
6.200 
3,600 

5,700 

« 
> 

10 
9 
9 

BtiUder's  account 

do 

Towing . 

No.  C 

.do*' 

Ifndtownc    Shipbuild- 
ing &  Dry  Dock  Co.: 
Na84.: 

F.  M.  Dyer 

Trawler 

Oct.  1, 1916. 

No.  90 

Bergbansen 

Cargo 

No.  81 

do 

..  .do 

No.  SI 

Hannerig  &  Johnson . . 
do 

do 

No.  S3 

do 

HerriO-StevemCo-  No. 

7 

Bast(mUolassesCo... 
Wilson  Bros 

Molasses      

January,  1917. 

12. 
Moore  A  Scott    Iron 
Works: 

do 

Pnsey  &  Jones  Co.: 
No.  133a. 

ChristoOer  Hannevig. . 
do 

Cargo 

No.  1336 

do 

No.  1336 

do 

do f 

No.  1336.     .  .. 

....do 

...  .do 

No.  1337 

do 

no 

No.  1337           .     . 

do                   

..     .do 

No.  1338 

do 

do 

No.l33g    

do 

.  ..do 

Nal33« 

do 

do 

KO.U39    

do 

do 

Standard  8IUptmildii« 
Ccrporation: 
Tfy.* 

i 

11 
11 
11 
11 

11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 

1?! 

do 

No.5        

do 

..  .do 

No.6 

do 

do 

Tea*  Steamship  Co.: 
Hal          .:. 

do 

Bulk  oil 

March,  1917. 

Ko.2 

do 

do 

May,  1917. 

No.3 

do 

....do  

October,  1917. 

No.4                   .  .. 

..do 

..  do      

December,  1017. 

Vnloo  Iron  Works  Co.: 
No.l« 

Not  given 

.do      

Jonel,  1917. 

No.l« 

do 

do 

July  1, 1917. 

Ko.lSO    

....do    

Cargo  

May  20, 1917. 

NalSl 

do 

.do 

June  20,  1917. 

N0.1S2        

...  do  

do 

July  31, 1917. 

No  153 

do                  

..do 

Oct.  1, 1917. 

Nal7 

Willy  C.  aUbert 

Jolin  Srland         ...  . 

do 

...do 

Mar.  30, 1017. 

WillBmette  Iron  &  Steel 

April,  1917. 

Worts  4  Northwest 
Steel  CO.:   John    Er- 
kod. 

CoB^leted  Ships. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  steel  ships  completed  during  the  month  of 
Jane,  1916,  by  the  builders  named,  all  of  which  are  steamers,  except  the  MoonliU  and 
Simliu,  schooner-rigged,  with  auxiliary  gasoline  engines: 


Vessels. 

Gross 
tonnage. 

Spe^, 
knots. 

Owner. 

Type. 

Trade. 

.imviem   Bhipbundlng    Co.: 

D.O.Km. 
BHeott  Mariihie  Cotporation: 

P.  B.  R.  No.  6. 
Pora  Birer  Shipbuilding  Cor- 

porstkn;  Sucroea, 
Great  I^kes  Engineering 

WotK  Maitlanf 
Bailm  A  Hc^bigswortfa  Cor- 

untlan:  Oeoiga  E.  Paddle- 

Now  York  BhipbDlldlng  Co.: 

Btndwd  Arrow. 
TtMoBUpboOdlngCo.: 

7,756 
191 
6,788 
J,7S7 
4,787 

112 

7,7»4 

1,930 
1,»30 
6,896 

10 
U 

m 

13 
U 

9 
U 

7 
7 
11 

Pittsburgh  Steamship  Co . . . 

Peoosylvanla  B.  R.  Co 

Cuba  DlstiUlng  Co 

Cargo. 

Towing.... 
Molasses... 
Car  ferry.. 
BulkoU... 

Fire  boat. 

Coasting. 

Do. 
Foreign. 

Toronto,  Hamilton  it  Buf- 
falo Ry.  Co. 

Pan  American  Petroleum  & 
Transport  Co. 

City  of  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Standard  Oil  Co.  of  N.J... . 

.      .(Jn    

DO. 
Do. 

BulkoU... 

...do 

...do. 

Foreign. 
Do. 

niarltts 

Do. 

tJaioa  Inn  Woila  Co:  Acme. . . 

StaoKrd  TransporUtion  Co. 

...do 

Do. 
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SADIOTELEGBAFHIC  TABIFF  FOB  SOdBIT  ISLABD& 

[Consul  Thomas  B.  L.  Larton,  TaUU,  May  17.] 

By  a  decree  of  the  governor  the  radiotelegraphic  tariff  for  the 
Society  Islands  was  proclaimed  on  May  6, 1916. 

The  tariff  now  in  effect  fixes  the  local  rate  at  12  cents  a  word  (10 
cents  radio  charge  and  2  ce»ts  telegraphic  charge  Irom  Papeete  to 
the  station  at  Mahina).  There  is  an  additional  charge  of  1  shilling 
(24  cents)  a  word  for  relaying  via  the  radio  stati(B)s  at  Apia, 
Samoa,  and  Awanui,  New  Zealand  (6  pence  (12  cents)  per  word  for 
each  station).  To  these  rates  must  be  added  the  chai^^  of  other 
systems  for  the  delivery  of  tiie  message*  at  its  final  destination.  The 
cost  per  word  from  Tahiti  to  Washington  works  out  at  $1.11. 
Commnnicatia?  with  Vessels  at  Sea — Registration  of  Cable  Aiddresse*. 

The  tariff  also  fixes  the  rate  between  the  colony  and  vessels  at  sea. 
The  cost  per  word  in  direct  communication  with  a  vessel  within  call 
of  the  stationat  Mahina  is :  Local  charge  12  cents,  plus  ship's  charge 
of  8  cents.  The  cost  per  word  in  communicating  with  a  vessel  by 
relay  through  Apia,  Samoa,  is:  Local  rate  12  cents,  plus  12  tifente 
for  transmission  by  latter  station,  plus  8  cents  vessel's  charge,  or  32 
cents  a  word.  When  the  conununication  reaches  a  vessel  throng 
two  relaying  stations  (Apia  and  Awanui)  the  charge  is:  Local  rate 
12  cents,  plus  1  shilling  (6  pence  for  each  station),  plus  4  pence 
ship's  rate,  or  44  cents  a  word. 

The  rate  of  exchange  from  French  to  English  currency,  and  vice 
versa,  is  fixed  by  decision  of  the  colonial  governor  whenever  required 
and  in  conformity  with  the  international  telegraphic  regulations. 

Under  the  newly  established  radio  service,  the  registration  of  cable 
addi'esses  in  the  colony  is  not  provided  for.  Communications  must  be 
fully  or  sufficiently  addressed  to  permit,  of  the  complete  identifica- 
tion of  the  addressee.  During  the  continuance  of  the  war  the  strict 
censorship  in  New  ZealaiSd,  through  which  all  messa^  for  Tahiti 
must  pass,  will  not  permit  the  transmission  of  communications  whose 
mode  of  address  leaves  in  doubt  the  addressee's  identity,  or  if  the 
langiiage  of  the  message  is  other  than  English  or  Frendi.  Cam- 
munications  in  code  (private  or  international)  will,  therefore,  not 
be  accepted  at  New  Zealand  or  at  Tahiti. 

[Previous  reports  on  the  radio  station  in  the  Society  Islands  were  p«ridished 
In  CoMMEBCE  Reports  for  Nov.  11, 1916,  and  Mar.  14, 1916.1 


BITOT  USTS  FOB  CAUFOBNIA  ABS  ][ASSACHin9EBTTS. 

A  buoy  list  for  California  (Eighteenth  Ligbtkoose  Di^dct)  has 
been  published  by  the  United  States  Lighthouse  Service,  eorrerted  to 
June  1, 1916.  The  list  includes,all  aids  to  navigation  maintjtmed  hy 
or  imder  the  authority  of  the  service  in  that  district.  These  aids  are 
lighthouses,  lighted  macons,  light  vessels,  lighted  buoys,  fog  signals, 
and  unlighted  beacons  and  huoys  of  all  descriptions. 

A  buoy  list  for  the  coast  of  Massachxisetts  (Second  Li^hthoose 
District)  also  has  been  published  by  the  Lighthouse  Semee,  cor- 
rected to  May  1,  1916, 

Copies  of  these  publications  may  be  obtained  free  of  eiiargB  by  anj, 
shipmaster  or  pilot  on  application  to  the  Division  of  PoUicatioBS) 
Department  of  Commexce,  Washington,  I>.  G. 
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BUJtSUTUTB  TOR  BIHHET  IH  CHEESE  KAEDTO. 

[Conral  a.  B.  Tacfart  ComwaU.  Oatario,  Canada,  June  23.] 

Persoens  interested  in  cheese  ranking  in  this  dairying  district  have 
been  trying  to  solve  the  problem  of  uie  i^ortsge  of  rennet  Before 
the  war,  calves'  stomach,  which  are  used  in  the  preparation  of 
rennet,  were  obtained  largely  from  European  countries  with  which 
canmanicaiion  now  is  cot  off.  The  Ontario  iDepartment  of  Agricol- 
tore  tt  HRnding  out  drculars  advising  that  the  ^machs  of  all  calves 
slaughtered  in  Ontario  be  saved,  and  that  those  who  slaughter  com- 
municate with  managers  of  cheese  factories  or  representatives  of  the 
D^artment  of  Agriculture.  The  best  results  are  obtained  with 
rennet  from  the  stomachs  of  calves^ that  have  been  fed  wholly  «i 
milk ;  other  calves  ought  to  have  one  or  two  feedings  of  milk  before 
being  killed. 

Not  anly  is  home  production  of  rennet  being  encouraged,  but  a 
substitute  is  sought.  At  the  Gk>vemment  model  cheese  factory  and 
creamery  of  Finoi,  Ontario  (in  this  district) ,  experiments  have  been 
oonducted  in  the  hope  of  securing  a  substitute  which  will  have  the 
same  effect  as  rennet.  The  experiments  were  conducted  with  .pepsin. 
The  Government  dairy  instructor  for  this  district  announced  to  the 
Cornwall  Cheese  Board  on  June  16  that  the  pepsin  worked  well,  the 
s<ale  pepsin  giving  better  results  than  the  powdered  variety. 
SUfercBce  Between  Xennet  and  Pepiln  Yery  Slight 

The  pepsin  can  be  dissolved  as  required  in  water  at  a  temperature 
of  90  degrees/ although  an  expert  at  the  Guelph  (Ontario)  Agricul- 
tural College  recommends  110  degrees.  At  the  Finch,  Ontario,  fac- 
tory, 4  ounces  of  pepsin  were  ilsed  to  1,000  pounds  of  milk.  While 
b  all  the  tests  at  Finch  the  rennet  showed  superiority  over  the  pep- 
dn,  yet  the  difference  was  so  slight  as  to  be  scarcely  noticeable.  The 
perem  can  be  used  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  the  rennrt. 

Pepsin  is  quoted  in  this  district  at  $3.50  a  pound.  This  is  said  to 
corre^ond  to  a  gallon  of  rennet  The  price  of  the  renn^  ranges 
from  |7.50  to  $10  a  gallon.  Pepsin  is  declared  to  give  as  good  reemts 
•s  rennet,  at  ai>oat  half  the  cost. 

[Ao  artlcie  Od  tbe  scarcity  of  rennet  in  Canada  was  poMidted  in  Ooiuodms 
BiFtass  for  June  IS,  1916L  Other  articles  on  Canadian  cbeeae  w»e  printed  in 
the  iasoea  of  May  24  and  June  2,  1916,  Apr.  5,  June  28,  and  Ang.  24,  1915.1 


HieH-aKADE  ALCOHOL  FOB  HOKGEOHO. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Corleton,  Hongkon;,  Britlsb  China,  June  a] 

Great  Britain  formerly  supplied  practically  all  of  the  alcohol  used 
in  Hon^ong  in  the  hospitals,  drug  stores,  and  in  trades  where  a 
good  alc(^ol  was  required.  When  the  English  supplies  were  cut  off, 
recourse  was  had  to  the  Java  alcohol,  which,  however,  was  not  a  pure 
rectified  product  and  therefore  not  acceptable  for  hospitals  and  drug- 
gists. Small  quantities  of  the  American  94  per  cent  proof  alcohol  has 
already  been  imported,  and  numerous  inquiries  have  been  made  of  the 
American  consulate  general  at  Hongkong  for  a  list  of  American  pro- 
ducers. This  market  can  use  approximately  3,500  gallons  a  year, 
diipments  b^g  desired  in  barrels  of  42  gallons. 

(A  Ust  of  idcobol  Importers  in  Hongkong  may  be  liad  froDfi  the  Bnraan  of 
Itoretgu  and  Domestic  Commerce  op  its  district  offices  upon  rcfenrtng  to  file 
No.  78276a.] 
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COST  OF  BBOAD-OAVOE  KAILWAY  SYSTEM  QT  JAPAN. 

I  Far  Eastern  Review,  Hay,  1916.1 

Tlie  plans  for  making  the  railway  system  of  Japan  a  broad-gauge 
system,  recenHy  announced  by  the  railway,,  board,  it  is  estimated 
will  take  imtil  1943  for  completion  and  will  be  carried  out  at  a  cost 
of  approximately  1,408,000,000  yen  ($701,184,000).  The  outlines  of 
this  comprehensive  project  have  been  sketched  in  a  report  submitted 
by  a  committee  which  has  made  estimates  of  the  outlays  necessuy 
and  has  even  worked  out  the  figures  and  measurements  in  connec- 
tion with  the  tracks  and  rolling  stock  for  the  new  system. 

The  expenses  of  changing  the  main  line  are  estimated  as  follows : 
For  the  period  to  1926  the  outlays  for  railways,  192,625,784  yen; 
for  machme  shops,  5,393,500  yen ;  for  cars,  59,978,565  yen ;  for  elec- 
tricity, 1,639,191  yen;  for  expenses  connected  with  the  railway  tracks 
after  the  change,  4,806,000;  for  cars  in  that  connection,  12,090,000; 
a  total  of  276,533,040  yen  ($137,713,454).  The  disposition  of  dis- 
used rails,  bridges,  sleepers,  and  cars  is  expected  to  bring  in  44,272,- 
770  yen,  and  when  this  amount  is  deducted  the  expenses  will  amount 
to  232,260^70  yen  ($115,665,614).  Between  1926  and  1943  the  ex- 
penses of  the  change,  after  deducting  the  sale  of  disused  property, 
will  be  297,162,450  yen  ($147,986,900).  In  the  business  department 
the  entire  amount  needed  will  be  50,078,713  yen  ($24,939,199). 

[In  a  report  from  Peking,  published  in  Commebcb  Repobts  for  June  26, 
1916,  it  was  stated  tiiat  $5,000,000  would  be  expended  in  connection  with  the 
change  to  the  broad  gauge  on  the  Japanese  railways.  The  writer  evidently 
referred  to  some  limited  portion  of  the  work  and  not  to  the  entire  project] 

DTCSEASED  AHEBICAN  FXTBCHASES  OF  OLIVE  OH. 

[Consul  General  CarJ  Bailey  Hnrit,  Barcelona,  Spain,  June  8.] 

Owing  to  the  efforts  of  Spanish  exporters  and  the  diminished 
shipments  of  olive  oil  from  certain  belligerent  countries,  heavy  sales 
of  Spanish  olive  oil  have  been  made  abroad,  particularly  in  the 
United  States.  On  the  first  three  voyages  of  the  new  Spanish  steam- 
ship line  to  New  York,  nearly  1,000,000  gallons  of  refined  Spanish 
olive  oil  will  be  billed  to  American  consignees.  Unrefined  Spanish 
olive  oil  is  now  in  demand  in  other  countries,  where,  presumably,  it 
will  be  refined  and  blended  to  be  disposed  of  imder  non-Spanish 
labels.  A  movement  is  on  foot,  however,  to  restrict  exports  of  the 
crude  oil  so  far  as  practicable,  because  of  the  ultimate  benefit  to 
Spanish  olive-oil  exporters  in  selling  the  refined  product  under  their 
own  names. 

During  1915  some  326,000  metric  tons,  of  2,204.6  pounds  eadi,  of 
olive  oil  were  produced  in  Spain,  an  mcrease  of  more  than  118,000 
tons  over  the  preceding  year.  This  oil  is  not  of  uniform  grade,  being 
influenced  by  latitude,  soil,  and  climate,  but  in  general  the  olive 
oil  of  the  Peninsula  is  considered  by  Spanish  experts  to  excel  in 
fragrance,  transparency,  and  flavor. 


POPITLATIOH  OF  THE  CANAL  ZONE. 

Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  at  Colon,  Panama,  reports  under  date  of 
Jol^  8  that  according  to  a  census  just  tal^en  by  the  police  and  fire 
division  of  the  Panama  Canal  the  population  of  the  Canal  Zone  is 
now  31,018,  of  whom  14,876  are  Americans. 
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BSAZH.  DCPOSTS  TEW  FAFEK  BAGS. 

[CoDHl  GcDcna  Alfred  L.  M.  Oottacbalk,  Rio  de  Jaaeiro,  May  26.1 

The  paper  bags  used  in  Brazil  appear  to  be  distinctly  of  a  home- 
made tjpe.  There  is  almost  an  utter  absence  of  the  ornamental  and 
hsndsomely  made  paper  bags  that  are  seen  in  so  many  business 
establidiments  in  tiie  United  States. 

The  import  duties  are  almost  prt^ibitive,  so  that  paper  bags  of 
foqr^gn  make  may  not,  except  unaer  unusual  conditions,  be  imported 
into  toe  oouiltry  with  prt^t.  Only  one  American  coneem  ships  paper 
bMS  to  Brazil.  I  am  mf  ormed  t£at  the  quantities  it  sends  are  insig- 
oineant,  and  that  the  bags  are  of  white  paper  of  the  self-opening 
type  and  n^ially  striped  in  colors. 

Vted  tely  1>7  Orocera  and  Confectionen. 

Pap^^  bags  appear  to  be  used  here  onl^  by  the  grocery  and  con- 
fectioners' shops,  although  the  usual  Brazilian  style  of  making  up  a 
small  retail  package  is  to  tie  it  in  a  paper  bundle  with  string,  making 
a  handle  or  loop. 

The  native  paper-bag  industry  consists  of  about  a  dozen  larger 
factojjes  and  15  or  20  smaller  ones  in  the  neighborhood  of  £10  de 
Janeiro.  Ko  official  figures  have  been  published  since  1912  copcern- 
ii^  the  deTelopment  of  any  of  the  native  industries  of  Brazil,  but 
I  am  infonned  that  the  paper-bag  industry  here  has  been  adversely 
afected  by  the  scarcity  ox  paper  sinoe  tne  beginning  of  the  war. 
Tbwe  appear  to  be  no  paper-irag  factories  in  nortiiem  Brazil,  and 
merchants  in  that  part  of  the  country  who  desire  to  use  bags  make 
them  up  in  the  back  of  their  stores: 

Common  bags,  very  small,  are  said  to  sell  here  at  30  reis  apiece 
(about  7|  mills,  United  States  currraicy).  Stout  or  heavy  manila 
bags  holding  from  10*  to  20  kilos  (22  to  44  x^unds)  cost  about  120 
leis  apiece  (3  cents).  I  can  not  find  that  any  European  bags  have 
ever  huaa  wpom  tiie  market  here. 


naoxTS  nrro  ifAiAaA  bt  sea. 

(CoBMil  FerdTal  <3«atett  Ualacti,  Spain.] 

Statistics  of  the  total  amount  of  foreign  goods  imported  into 
Malagia  can  not  be  given,  as  many  articles  come  overland  or  by 
coastwise  vessels  after  having  been  first  entered  at  some  large  dis- 
tributing center,  as  Barodcma  or  Madrid. 

An  idea  of  tiie  forugn  trade  can  be  obtained  from  the  following 
table  lowing  the  quiuitities  of  merchandise  over  100  tons  entering 
Malaga  by  sea  in  1914  and  1915. 
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JAPANESE  TEXTILE  INTEBESTS  HAKE  LAKOE  OAHTS. 

(Consul  General  George  H.  Sctdmore,  Yokohama,  Jane  17.] 

Spinning  Companies  to  fay  Increased  Dividends. 

All  the  spinning  companies,  except  the  Kanegafuchi  Spifiining 
Mill  Co.,  have  finished  their  accounts  for  the  first  semiannual  busi- 
ness term,  and  practically  all  the  mills  have  decided  to  pay  Itirger 
dividends.  The  decisions  of  the  boards  of  directors  regarding  the 
Ijayment  of  dividends  for  the  term  imder  di^ussion,  and  a  compari- 
son with  the  preceding  term,  as  reported  by  the  Japan  Advertiser,  are : 


Companies. 

Previous 
term  per- 
centage. 

Present 
term  per- 
centage. 

Companies. 

Prevkras 
term  per- 
centage. 

Present 
term  per- 
centage. 

Kanegaluchi 

16 
12 
8 
8 
30 
30 
30 
30 

20 
16 
12 
12 
40 
35 
33 
35 

1< 
10 
8 
10 
10 
16 
18 

20 

Full 

14 

Nisshin 

Sanyo 

10 

Carlco 

Ebime 

12 

Amagasakl 

Tenuna. ..,,, 

12 

Fukushuna 

Toyo ....    ... 

20 

Settsu 

Godo 

20 

Kishlwada 

The  increases  in  the  percentage  of  dividends  range  from  2  to  10. 
Such  a  showing  is  unprecedented,  even  in  the  days  of  the  spinning 
prosperity  that  followed  the  Russo-Japanese  War.  Not  only  have 
the  mills  decided  to  pay  increased  dividends,  but  they  are  also  in  a 
position  to  carry  over  sums  larger  than  the  dividends  to  the  next 
term. 

Woolen  Trade  Beaches  XTnpreoedented  Hark. 

The  woolen  mills  in  Japan  have  had  the  best  time  enjoyed  by  them 
since  the  initiation  of  this  industry,  in  the  country,  on  account  of  the 
ever- increasing  orders  from  Russia  and  other  European  countries. 
The  Nippon  Keorimono  Kaisha's  earning  for  the  term  just  con- 
cluded have  amounted  to  more  than  7^00,000  yen  ($3,838,450). 
The  Japan  Times  says  that  this  is  a  record-brealang  fi^re  in  the 
woolen  trade  of  Japan.  It  states  that  the  company  decided  to  call 
an  ordinary  general  meeting  of  shareholders  on  June  26. 

Abnormal  Konssellne  Prices  Affect  Bales. 

Mousseline  was  until  recently  one  of  the  most  important  items  in 
the  stocks  of  dry-goods  stores  in  Japan,  because  of  its  comparative 
cheapness  and  general  use.  The  outbreak  of  war  and  the  high  prices 
of  dyes,  the  Japan  Chronicle  says,  sent  up  prices  of  mousseline  to 
such  an  abnormal  extent  that  there  was  a  large  falling  off  in  demand. 
As  a  result;  prices  declined  to  some  extent,  but  they  still  exceed  nor- 
mal and  are  also  very  high  in  comparison  with  other  dry  goods. 

Prospects  of  an  unrestricted  importation  of  tops,  says  the  Chnm- 
icle,  prc^ibit  optindsm  regarding  the  future,  while  weaving  com- 
panies are  firmly  refraining  from  making  sales  at  any  lower  prices. 
There  are  forward  speculative  transactions  among  dealerSj  which 
are  being  carried  on  without  any  regard  to  the  actual  condition  of 
supply  and  deinand,  with  the  result  that  quotations  are  being  forced 
up.  Mousseline' has  been  (me  of  the  cloths  mo^  widely  used  in  Japan, 
but  it  is  feared  that  if  such  abnormal  prices  continue,  popular 
patronage  will  be  irrecoverably  lost. 
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[ODBaol  Cknena  AlfFcd  A.  Wlnslow,  Aackland,  Jane  12.] 

At  the  last  wool  sale  at  Wellington,  New  Zealand,  there  were 
offered  19^000  bales,  being  a  very  large  quantity  for  any  one  sale  in 
this  Dominion.  Prices  ranged  about  the  same  as  in  February  in 
sofQW  Knes,  while  some  of  the  better  grades  made  good  gains,  as 
shown  by  the  following  table  of  prices : 
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*V»bUt. 

The  last  sale  of  (he  season  in  this  Dominion  was  held  in  Auck- 
land a  few  days  after  <he  Wellington  sale.  Offerings  were  compara- 
tively light  and  the  prices  ruled  about  as  given  above.  So  far  as  I 
am  able  to  learn  there  were  no  American  buyers  in  the  market  at 
either  of  the  sales,  practically  all  of  the  supplies  going  forward  to 
Britidi  destinations. 


FEospscmrG  fob  coal  nr  icelmtd. 

[Consul  Oeneral  E.  D.  Winslow,  Copenliageii,  Denmark.] 

It  has  been  discovered  that  oatcroppine^  of  coal  dejKJsits  are  plen- 
tifol  on  the  west  coast  of  Iceland  at  Staal^eld  Sound  in  Patriksfjord. 
Tlie  fields  lie  near  the  water,  and  at  this  part  of  Iceland  open  water 
is  foond  throughout  the  year. 

Tlie  oYnfeT  of  the  mining  rights  to  this  proi)erty  has  formed  a 
combination  conasting  of  Director  H.  Hendriksen,  Hon.  I.  H. 
Sveinbj0mson,  and  Carl  Zeylner,  who  have  furnished  the  necessary 
capital  to  mase  a  complete  and  satisfactory  investigation  of  the 
deporats.  If  the  coal  is  in  plenty  and  it  shows  good  quality  the 
mining  of  same  will  be  carried  on  extensively. 

American  dealers  in  mining  machinery  should  corresi)ond  with  any 
ol  the  persons  named  above. 


CANAL  BECOIU)  AS  AID  TO  BTTSUnSSS  MEN. 

The  Panama  Canal  issues  a  weekly  publication  called  The  Canal 
Seoord,  which  contains  general  information  concerning  conditions 
OD  the  Isthmus,  the  passage  of  vessels  througji  the  canal,  their  ports 
of  d^arture  and  destination,  nature  and  quantity  of  goods  carried, 
etc.,  which  would  seem  to  be  of  special  interest  to  companies  eon- 
ewned  with  the  shipment  of  goods  via  the  canal,  as  well  as  to  others 
who  are  interested  in  ihe  canal  generally. 

Sample  copies  of  the  Record  and  information  regarding  sul^crip- 
tioa  rates  may  be  obtained  by  communicating  with  the  Chief  of 
(M&oe,  The  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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INDXrST£IAL  NOTES  FBOH  CHOSEN. 

[Consul  General  Rnnsford  S.  MUlcr,  Seoul,  June  16.] 
Projected  Enterprises. 

Several  proposed  new  industrial  undertakings  are  reported  in  the 
local  press,  among  the  more  important  being  a  paint  manufacturing 
company,  a  new  engineering  company,  a  paper  mill,  and  a  porcelain 
factory. 

The  paint  manufacturing  company  is  to  be  a  Chemulpo  enterprise, 
capitalized  at  $150,000.  The  company  will  manufactute  a  paint 
which  has  been  invented  by  the  Central  Laboratory  of  the  Govern- 
ment General,  the  rights  of  manufacture  having  been  transferred  to 
the  proposed  company. 

The  engineering  company  is  styled  the  Toyo  Shoko  Eaisha  (The 
Oriental  Civil  Engineering  Encouragement  Co.)  and  will  have  its 
offices  in  Seoul.  It  is  a  combination  of  some  20  of  the  leading  civil 
engineers  in  Seoul,  and  will  undertake  general  engineering  work. 
The  capital  of  the  company  will  be  $500,000,  divided  into  20,000 
shares. 

The  paper  mill  is  to  be  erected  by  the  Suzuki  firm  of  Kobe,  Japan, 
and  will  be  located  at  a  place  near  Chinhai  in  south  Chosen.  It  is 
reported  that  the  plant  will  be  an  extensive  OQe  and  that  it  holds  out 
every  prospect  of  being  a  great  success. 

Any  revival  of  the  formerly  well-known  pottery  industry  of  Korea 
■will  naturally  be  very  welcome ;  and  the  proposed  establishment  of  a 
porcelain  factory  at  either  Fusan  or  Masau  by  a  prominent  porce- 
lain manufacturer  of  Japan  is  of  interest.  All  the  materials  for  the 
industry  are  available  in  large  quantities  in  Chosen, 
JCinin^  Notes. 

It  is  reported  that  the  firm  of  K.  Okura  and  Co.,  of  Tokyo,  Japan, 
has  decided  to  establish  an  ore  refinery  at  Shinanju,  on  the  Seoul- 
Shingishu  line.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  installation  will  be  $50,000, 
and  the  work  will  be  commenced  within  the  current  calendar  year. 
This  will  be  the  second  large  refinery  of  the  kind  to  be  erected  in 
Chosen,  the  previous  one  having  been  built  at  Chinnampo  by  Messrs. 
Kuhara  and  Co.  of  Osaka,  last  year. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  European  war,  and  the  consequent 
increased  demand  for  tungsten,  there  is  unusual  interest  over  the 
deposits  of  that  ore  which  have  been  discovered  here.  It  is  now  pro- 
jected, according  to  local  reports,  to  form  a  company  of  the  leading 
tungsten  interests  in  the  country,  in  order  that  the  work  may  be 
carried  on  to  better  advantage.  The  new  company  will  have  a  capital 
of  $500,000. 

The  following  regarding  the  deposits  of  iron  ore  in  Chosen  ap- 
peared in  a  recent  issue  of  the  semiofficial  Seoul  Press : 

Mr.  K.  Noro,  advLser  to  the  Government  Iron  Foundry  at  Yawata,  Kyushu, 
has  recently  made  a  tour  of  Inspection  of  iron  mines  In  West  Chosen.  He  Is 
quoted  by  a  Japanese  contemporary  as  having  given  a  very  favorable  opinion 
as  to  the  prospect  of  the  output  of  iron  In  Chosen.  It  Is  his  opinion  that  Iron 
produced  in  Chosen  will  be  able  to  SHpply  completely  home  requirements.  At 
present  the  quantity  of  Iron  produced  In  Japan  Is  500,000  tons  a  year,  while 
that  of  the  mineral  annually  Imported  Is  officially  put  at  800,000  tons,  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  the  actual  quantity  Imported  exceeds  1,000,000  t6ns.  The 
Iron  mines  In  Chosen  are  generally  possessed '  of  very  extensive  veins,  and 
although  the  quality  of  ore  taken  Is  not  Ideal,  as  It  contains  only  50  per  cent 
of  Iron,  the  fact  that  Iron  veins  are  wide  and  numerous  more  than  compensates 
for  the  comparatively  poor  quality  of  ore.    Mr.  Noro  InspecteQ  duriag  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOmCBBCB  SBFOKTS. 


S07 


recent  tonr  a  few  n^nes  near  Ghtmuunpo,  from  wbkA  some  1^,000  tons  of  Iron 
are  easily  obtainable  In  one  year.  C!onsiderIng  that  the  output  from  these  few 
mlaee  ia  so  laic»  in  qwmtt^  and  ttiat  tbere  are  many  ricb  mines  awaitiBB 
deTdHUBOit.  it  is  very  likely  that  befwe  many  years  Clioea)  vrill  be^able  to 
send  anaoally  1,000^000  tons  of  Ijtod  to  tl>e  oiotlter  country. 

IrojMted  XaUvar  XiaM> 

It  is  repcHrted  HtKk  Uie  E»ilway  Bureau  of  the  Grovenunoit  Q«neral 
of  CSxoeen  is  p^aiminff  to  la j  a  branch  railway  from  Kanho,  a  station 
on  the  Seoul-Shingishu  Lane,  to  Kaishu  (Haiju),  the  capital  of  Ko- 
kai  Province.  The  survey  of  the  route  is  being  carried  out  now.  The 
line  will  be  51  miles  in  length  and  will  tap  an  important  section  of 
country. 

It  is  also  reported  that,  as  a  result  of  negotiations  between  the  mili- 
tary authorities  in  Tokyo  and  the  Kailwav  Bureau  in  Chosen,  it  has 
been  decided  Ihat  a  railway  line  shall  be  constructed  between 
Seishin  and  Eanam  in  northeastern  Chosen.  The  necessity  of  this 
line,  which  will  be  only  a  few  miles  in  length,  arises  fitun  the  fact 
that  Ranam  has  been  made  the  site  of  one  of  the  two  new  divisions 
created  for  Chosen  at  the  last  session  of  the  Imperial  Diet,  and  that 
Sdshin  is  its  seaport.  Traffic  between  the  two  places  is  at  present 
handled  b^r  means  of  a  light  railwity^  and  a  scheme  has  been  on  foot 
for  some  time  to  eonstmct  an  electnc  line  to  eare  for  the  increased 
business.  This  scheme  has  now  been  abandoned,  owins  to  the  rise 
m  the  price  of  materials  f<Mr  such  a  line,  and  the  plan  tor  a  regular 
railway  has  been  substituted  therefor, 

AKEBICAK  COHSULAB  OFnCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
tite  United  States  and  will  be  ^ad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
cnnmereial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
Jorisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mterriews.  He  has  limited  fifcilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  liters  shoidd  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post 

Kxpint. 

tloBof 

venue. 

Address. 

W(jt<3«or«K 

Kobt,Jmin 

Al«.  U 

^i 

Aug     I 

Aug.  30 

Stilt.    1 
Oct.     1 

DepartsMntof  State,  Wadil^ttw,  D.  C 
121  West  Charlotte  Street  Nfytolf  Va. 

coSJjTs......."    :  . 

Patras,  Cireece 

Bud<)eTsfield,  Englani) 

TMBISIB,  ColDft 

Sartwo,K»ts),9aath 

Akiea. 
Breslau,  Gernanr. . .. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Bai^^.D 

LnnKtbarz,  VL 

iwi.itid ».;:::::::::::;: 

Albaay,  One. 

Gibraltar,  Pa. 

•eltier,  Hairy  0 

Btte.'E.  Carlton 

ApartmeDt  No.  75.  The  Bnaewlck, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
AT«iHie  A  and  rourtamth  Street,  Bm. 

Department  o(  State,  Wwhingteo,  D.C. 

I*w«il,  lobnT 

IMstriet  Offices  of  the  Bnreaii  ef  Forei^  and  Domestie  Cesuneree. 

Kev  Terk,  Booai  4M  Valted  States  Ovstemkoase;  B««t»B,  cickteeath  floor 
Vnlted  States  CvatoMkosse;  Chleaffo,  B04  lederal  BalNUnr;  St.  L«nis,  409  Third 
Satloaal  Baak  BoUdias;  Atlaata,  581  Post  Office  BnildinK;  New  Orleans,  1030 
BlWnda  Baak  Balldlaff:  Sua  Traaeisoo,  306  TTaited  States  Cnstomboatc;  Seattle, 
HI  Hearr  B«Udlag.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
■eree;  Ctaelanatl,  Chaaber  of  CowneToe;  Asst.  Oao'l  Frt.  A||t.,  C.  H.  0.  A  T.  F. 
Xy.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Aaceles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detrelt,  Board  of  Com- 
■■ne;  PhUadtlphla,  Cbaabei  of  CoBuaexce;  Senth  American  Agent,  Southern 
%j.  Co.,  Okattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOSEION  TBASE  OFFOBTUAITUSS. 

Beserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  dtatriet  oflleea.  Reqaest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportamlty  mnaaker. 
The. Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  {irecantlons  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Electric  tramtoay,  No.  21832. — Supplementing  eonfldentlal  clrcalar  No.  881,  an 
American  consular  ofiScer  in  Russia  has  forwarded  to  tbe  Bureau  a  copy 
of  the  specification  and  estimates  covering  Hie  proposed  tramway  in  bis 
district.  A  copy  of  the  specification,  etc.,  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No  7795L) 

Carpets  and  umbrella  frames,  No.  21833. — ^A  man  In  Spain  asks  the  Bnreaa 
to  place  him  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  velvet  carpets  and 
of  umbrella  frames.    References  given. 

Agency,  No.  21834. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  opportunity  No.  21364,  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Reports  of  May  29,  1916,  an  American  consular  officer 
in  a  foreign  Insular  possession  transmits  further  particulars  in  regard  to 
the  trade  opportunity  in  question,  including  a  list  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  into  that  district,  references,  etc.  A  copy  of.  the  consul's  report 
and  its  enclosures  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  78056.) 

Offlce  supplies,  etc.,  No.  21835.— The  representative  of  an  import  house  in  the 
Netherlands,  with  established. trade  connections  la  the  Dutch  East  Indies, 
who  is  now  In  the  United  States,  wishes  to  enter  into  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  of  offlce  furniture  and  supplies,  household 
utensils,  electric  appliances,  novelties,  dress  fasteners,  thread,  rubber  goods, 
hosiery,  underwear,  gloves,  leather  hand  bags,  men's  shirts,  safety  razors, 
and  {taper  goods.    References  are  furnished. 

Wearing  apparel,  etc.,  No.  21836. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Central 
America  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  children's 
clothing,  ribbons,  embroideries,  laces,  and  women's  waists,  etc. 

Agricultural  macMnery,  No.  21837. — A  man  In  Italy  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  of  his  desire  to  secure  the  agency  for  American  agricultural 
machinery.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Italian. 

Druggists'  supplies,  etc..  No.  21838. — ^The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  firm  in 
South  America  d^ires  to  receive  samples  and  catalogues,  etc.,  of  metal 
boxes  for  drug  stores  and  advertising  purposes,  rubber  goods  for  medical 
purposes,  fountain  syringes,  tin  and  lead  bottles  with  rubber  and  glass  l^s, 
and  glass  articles  for  medicinal  uses. 

Machinery,  No.  21839. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  receiving  catalogues  of  fruit  and 
vegetable  evaporating  machinery. 

Vndertakers'  suppUet,  No.  21840. — ^An  American  consular,  officer  In  Chile  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  descriptive  catalogues 
with  price  Uais,  eta,  of  undertakers'  supplies  of  all  kinds.  Correspondence 
i£:ould  be  in  Spanish. 

itttchinery.  No.  21841. — ^Descriptive  circulars  and  other  information  regarding 
cotton-picking  machines  are  desired  by  the  chairman  of  an  advisory  council 
of  science  and  industry  in  Australia. 

Piano  felt.  No.  '21842. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  reports  that 
a  piano  manufacturer  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  of  piano  felt  Samples  and  quotations  are  de- 
sired at  once.    Correspondence  in  German  or  French  preferred. 

Eleetrio  JStove  accessories,  No.  21843. — A  manufacturer  of  electric  cooking  stoves 
in. Norway  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  .desires  to  be 
pla'ced  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  electric  cooking 
Btove  accessories.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
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SHIPMENT  OF  TOBACCO  TO  NETHEBIAITOS. 

I  Cablegram  from  American  Commercial  Attach^,  The  Hague,  July  15.] 

All  tobacco,  except  that  from  Dutch  colonies,  must  now  be  con- 
signed to  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust.  [The  British  Government 
fdrmerly  made  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  regarding  consign- 
ments tor  the  Netherlands  in  the  case  of  tobacco,  which  was  not 
required  to  be  consigned  to  the  trust,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No. 
n,  p.  70.] 

OOU)  BESEBVE  IN  THE  BANK  OF  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hni-st,  Barcelona,  May  31.1 

4)n  May  20, 1916,  the  gold  reserve  in  the  Bank  of  Spain  amounted 
tc>'2|179.903,160.  According  to  law,  the  bank  is  obliged  to  have  a 
nXfaUic  reserve  of  $102,600,000,  while  the  present  reserve  is  $77,303,- 
IflO  in  excess  of  the  legal  limit. 

Since  1910  the  gold  reserve  of  the  Bank  of  Spain  has  been  continu- 
ously increasing,  but  it  is  only  since  191-4  that  the  amount  has  ex- 
ceeded the  legal  requirement.  During  1914,  1915,  and  the  first  five 
months  of  the  present  year  nearly  $95,000,000  worth  of  gold  was 
acquired.  As  a  result  the  paper  money  in  circulation  is  backed  by  a 
gold  reserve  of  46  per  cent.  This  guaranty  has  increased  by  25  per 
crait  since  December  30,  1910^  when  it  was  21  per  cent.  The  number 
of  bank  notes  in  circulation  m  Spain  amounted  in  1915  to  $360,000,- 
000,  divided  into  denominations  ranging  from  $4.50  to  $180.  Be- 
tween 1911  and  1915  the  notes  in  circulation  increased  by  about  19 
per  cent.  The  issues  of  paper  money  have  been  irregular,  but  the 
uicrease  of  the  metallic  reserve  during  the  past  two  years  has  been 
almost  double  the  value  of  the  notes  issued  during  that  period. 

Consul  Percival  Gassett,  at  Malaga,  Spain,  reports  that  the  first 
section  of  the  projected  railway  from  Malaga  to  Algeciras  and  Cadiz 
was  opened  on  May  27  by  the  passage  of  a  train  from  Malaga  to 
Foengirola,  a  distance  of  19  miles. 

4t34S°— 16  209 
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HAITIANS  COMFLAIIT  07  AHEEICAN  SOAP. 


[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

The  preferred  soap  in  Haiti,  and  the  one  used  generally  by  the 
natives,  is  the  common  yellow  "  turpentine  "  or  laundry  soap  of  the 
United  States,  except  that  for  the  Haitian  trade  it  comes  in  bars 
about  18  inches  long  and  1^  inches  square.  Each  case  weighs  175 
pounds  and  carries  250  bars.  The  soap  is  made  in  this  peculiar  shape 
to  facilitate  cutting  into  the  incredibly  small  pieces  that  are  some- 
times purchased.  When  preparing  to  do  some  laundry  work  the 
Haitian  housewife  buys  only  the  amount  of  soap  she  thinks  will 
be  necessary.  The  long  bars  are  usually  sold  to  small  venders  and 
hawked  about  the  streets,  and  sold  by  the  half  inch,  inch,  or  more, 
as  the  purchaser  may  desire. 

The  Hatians  are  not  pleased  with  the  soap  unless  it  is  a  light,  dear 
yellow.  There  has  been  some  complaint  on  the  part  of  importers 
lately  that  the  American  soap,  after  being  kept  in  stock  a  while,. 
turns  very  dark — almost  black  in  some  instances.  This  causes  pur- 
chasers to  reject  it.  By  careful  attention  to  the  quality  of  the  prod- 
uct and  insuring  its  keeping  the  proper  color,  the  American  hold  on 
the  soap  trade  of  Haiti  can  be  strengthened  and  sales  considerably 
enlarged. 

MAP  SHIPHZHTS  FKOM  Tmrrso  STATES  TO  EAITL 

In  American  official  statistics  soap  exports  are  divided  into  two 
classes,  "  toilet  or  fancy  "  and  "  all  other."  The  United  States  has 
in  the  past  sold  to  Haiti  only  small  amounts  of  fine  soaps,  but  has 
shipped  important  quantities  of  the  common  kinds.  For  the  five 
fiscal  years  ended  June  30,  1915,  the  exports  of  American  soap  to 
that  island  Eepublic  totaled : 


Fiscal  year. 

TolM 

or 
fuicy. 

AUoUmt. 

Founds. 

Valot^ 

lOTl        , 

n.lTS 

3,918 

2,125 

1,549 

740 

7,7*3,203 
8,468,971 
8,904,655 
9,226,300 
6t  710,901 

1388,868 
433,955 

456,  SM 

1912 

1913       

1914 „ 

IMS , 

A  remarkable  increase  in  Haiti's  purchases  of  American  toilet  soaps 
has  occurred  within  the  last  year,  United  States  customs  returns 
showing  shipments  to  that  country  valued  at  $23,548  in  the  11  months 
ending  with  May,  191G.  The  trade  in  "  other  soaps "  was  normal, 
exports  to  Haiti  aggregating  6,091,614  poimds,  valued  at  $337,761. 


AHEBICAH  TRADE  TOUBHALS  WANTED  IN  BOLIVIA. 

A  demand  for  trade  journals  from  the  United  States  at  La  Paz, 
Bolivia,  is  reported  by  American  Commercial  Attache  William  F. 
Montavon,  who  states  that  the  chief  clerk  of  the  United  States  Lega- 
tion at  La  Paz,  Mr.  Joseph  Ponte,  is  very  anxious  to  do  all  he  can 
to  advance  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States  in  Bolivia, 
and  believes  he  could  make  valuable  use  of  a  large  number  of  such 
journals,  as  well  as  of  the  literature  of  American  exporters. 
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VALTTE  OP  WIB£-DBAa  WOBX  SKOWS  AT  SAIEM. 

Tliat  there  were  uncharted  rocks  in  the  approach  to  Salem  Harbor 
which  would  have  proved  a  serious  menace  to  the  battleship  Vci'mont 
on  her  recent  visit  to  that  port,  has  been  determined  by  the  wire- 
drag  survey  of  that  locality  conducted  by  the  United  States  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey. 

Rocks  of  this  character  have  been  found  in  the  entire  approach,  so 
far  as  examined,  and  some  of  them  in  the  main  ship  channel  for  deep- 
draft  vessels.  In  this  channel  depths  from  one  to  two  fathoms  less 
than  charted  were  found,  and  in  consequence  the  channel  for  deep- 
draft  vessels  has  been  narrowed  sufficiently  to  require  careful  pilot- 
ing to  insure  safety.  Fortunately  the  wire-drag  work  was  sufficiently 
advanced  to  enable  the  Coapt  and  Geodetic  Survey  to  temporarily 
buoy  a  safe  channel  and  locate  a  .safe  anchorage  for  the  Vermont. 

Inis  locality  well  illustrates  the  necessity  for  wire-drag  surveys 
where  ledges,  bowlders,  and  coral  heads  abound,  and  the  impossibility 
of  insuring  safety  by  the  previously  used  leadline  surveys.'  Salem 
Harbor  and  approach  had  been  previously  closely  surveyed  by  the 
ordinary  method  of  lead  and  line.  It  is  now  determined  that  the 
bottom  is  exceedingly  broken,  as  shown  by  the  following  extract  from 
the  report  of  the  chief  of  the  wire-drag  party: 

A  shoal  area  about  100  yards  In  extent  was  found  to  be  flat  and  rocky  with 
small  projections.  On  one  side  the  water  deepened  abruptly  from  the  general 
depth  of  26  and  30  feet  to  42  feet,  and  then  abont  50  feet  from  the  shoal  a 
sharp  pinnacle  about  5  feet  across  the  top  rose  suddenly  to  a  depth  of  20  feet 
This  combination  of  a  flat  shoal  with  small  projections  and  sharp,  steep  pin- 
nacles is  unusual,  although  the  individual  characteristics  areoften  found.  The 
presence  of  one  type  would  ordinarily  warrant  the  assumption  of  the  absence  of 
the  other. 

[A  previous  report  regarding  the  work  at  Salem  was  published  in  Commerce 
Reiobts  for  July  11,  1916.] 


AEXEDY  FOB  DELAY  OF  BILLS  OF  LADDTO  TO  AFBICA. 

As  previously  reported  in  Comsiekce  Repokt8,  South  African  im- 
porters are  being  put  to  much  trouble  and  expense  on  account  of  the 
great  irregularity  and  unavoidable  delays  in  the  receipt  of  bills  of 
kding  mailed  from  New  York  via  England.  Consul  General  George 
H.  Murphy,  at  Cape  Town,  reports  that  cases  have  been  cited  in 
which  the  advices  covering  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  have  failed  to 
-arrive  until  several  weeks  after  the  vessels  taking  the  goods  direct 
from  the  United  States  have  reached  the  South  African  port. 

Several  importers  have  requested  the  consul  general  to  bring  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  United  States  exporters,  with  the 
object  of  establishing,  the  practice  of  mailing  letters  that  contain  in- 
voices and  bills  of  lading  upon  the  vessel  carrying  the  goods.  Second 
Asastant  Postmaster  General  Praeger,  in  the  following  statement, 
shows  Q12X  the  rules  of  the  department  permit  documents  to  be  sent 
in  this  numner: 

BlUa  of  lading  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  cargo  of  a  vessel  may  be 
placed  on  board  the  vessel  which  conveys  the  articles  mentioned  In  said  docu- 
ments. In  order  that  the  documents  and  articles  may  be  delivered  at  the  same 
time,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  sections  1291, 1466,  and  1467  of  the  Postal 
Laws  and  Regulations.  If  exporters  would  inquire  of  their  local  post  ofiSces  they 
could  obtain  the  necessary  Information  respecting  the  International  maU  service. 
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ucHES  CKOP  OF  KWnraTuva  psoynrcs. 

(Vice  Consul  P.  R.  Josselyn,  Canton,  China,  May  31.) 

It  is  difficult  to  form  nn  accurate  estimate  of  the  lichee  crop  in 
Kwangtnng  Province,  but  information  received  from  lichee  pro- 
ducers indicates  that  the  total  annual  production  approximates 
20,000,000  to  ;U).000,000  pounds. 

Fresh  lichees  are  sold  at  retail  in  the  season  all  the  way  from  5 
cents  to  40  cents  Mexican  per  catty  of  1^  pounds,  or  from  2\  cents  to 
20  cents  United  States  currency,  according  to  variety  and  the 
abundance  of  the  crop.  The  cheapest  variety  is  known  as  the  "  Wai- 
chi,"  and  the  most  expensive  is  called  "  No-mai-chi."  From  figures 
based  on  the  prices  of  lichees  in  season,  it  is  estimated  that  the  total 
value  of  the  crop  is  between  $2,000,000. and  $3,000,000  Mexican  or 
about  $1,000,000  or  $1,500,000  United  States  currency. 

Dried  Lichees. 

There  are  two  ways  of  drying  lichees — by  sun  and  by  fire.  The 
sun-dried  lichee,  has  a  finer  flavor  and  commands  a  better  price  than 
the  fire-dried  fruit.  There  are  but  two  or  three  species  of  the  lichees 
that  are  suitable  for  drying  purposes,  viz,  the  "No-mai-chi,"  the 
"  Kwai-mi,"  and  the  "  Wai-chi.  The  dried  "  No-mai-dii "  seUs  for 
$1.50  to  $3  local  currency  ($0.75  to  $1.50,  U.  S.  currency)  per  catty, 
while  the  dried  "  Wai-chi "  is  much  cheaper,  selling  for  $0.60  to 
$0.80  local  currency  ($0.30  to  $0.40  U.  S.  currMicy.)  Four  pounds  of 
fresh  lichees  make  one  pound  of  the  dried  fruit. 

The  five  principal  ports  tiirough  which  dried  lichees  are  exported 
are  Canton,  Eowloon,  Hoihow  (Island  of  Hainan),  Pakhoi,  and 
Samshui.  According  to  the  statistics  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Cus- 
toms, the  exports  of  dried  lichees  from  these  five  ports  during  1915, 
were  (values  stated  in  U.  S.  gold) : 


Ports. 

FooBdt. 

Vlhw. 

Canton    .... ...••••.......*.................. 

8C2,S93 
1,061,333 

412  400 
842 
MO 

8148,  H7 

Kowloon.......... 

181,627 

Hoihow r 

7,C2i 

Pakhoi 

•» 

Sanvthui 

« 

Total 

2,827,468 

338,  Ul 

These  lichees  are  exported  to  Hongkong  and  the  other  ports  of 
China,  although  a  considerable  quantity  finds  its  way  to  foreign 
countries. 
Lichees  Preserved  in  Tins. 

The  customs  statistics  do  not  segregate  exports  of  tinned  lichees 
from  other  preserved  fruits.  However,  it  is  estimated  by  dealers 
that  the  annual  export  of  tinned  lichees  from  Canton  is  about  3,000 
boxes,  or  192,000  pounds.  Each  box  of  preserved  lichees  contains 
48  tins,  weighing  1  catty  each.  Each  tin  contains  about  28  Uchees. 
There  are  five  large  dealers  in  Canton  who  make  a  business  of  pre- 
serving these  lichees.  In  addition  to  the  preserved  lichees  exported 
from  Canton,  large  quantities  of  the  fresh  fruit  are  shipped  from 
the  producing  districts  surroimding  Canton  to  Hongkong  and  are 
there  preserved  in  tins. 
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The  customs  statistics  give  no  figures  regardihg  the  export  of 
fresh  lichees.  The  fruit  spoils  so  rapidly  that  it  is  impossible  to  ship 
it  abroad  in  a  fresh  state.  The  only  export  of  the  fresh  fruit  in 
Canton  is  to  Hongk<»ig  and  places  along  the  coast  near  by. 

[An  interesting  article  on  "The  Famous  Lichee  of  China"  appeared  In 
CoKifEBCE  BiiPOBTs  foF  Sept.  24,  1915.] 


A  ITEW  SOUTH  AFBICAN  LOAN. 

[Vice  Consul  John  W.  Dye,  Cai>e  Town,  June  5.] 

The  prospectus  of  an  internal  loan  of  the  Government  of  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  has  been  issued.  Since  the  publication  of 
the  budget  for  the  fiscal  year  April  1,  1916,  to  March  31,  1917,  show- 
ing an  estimated  deficit,  this  has  been  expected.  The  loan  is  to  be 
for  an  indefinite  amount,  subject  to  the  statutory  provision  fixing  the 
borrowing  limit  of  the  Government,  and  the  interest  is  5  per  cent. 
The  bonds  are  to  sell  at  par,  £100  ($486.65),  though  subscriptions 
may  be  for  £20  ($97.33),  or  miiltiples  of  £10  ($48.66)  in  excess  of 
that  amount.  Several  optional  partial-payment  plans  are  offered. 
The  interest  is  payable  semiannually  and  is  to  be  exempt  from  income 
tax  and  supertax  in  the  Union.  Transfers  of  bonds  will  be  free  of 
stamp  duty. 

Ssecess  of  Knnicipal  Loans  AoBurs  Well  for  Xhis  One. 

The  loan  is  to  be  repaid  in  20  years,  but  may  be  repaid  at  any  time 
after  5  years  on  6  months'  notice  by  the  treasury.  The  fact  that 
recent  municipal  loans  on  less  favorable  terms  have  been  successful 
augurs  well  for  this  Government  loan. 

The  Union  floating  debt  on  March  31,  1915,  amounted  to  hearlv 
§100,000,000.  Of  this,  about  $57,000,000  represented  advances  made 
by  the  Imperial  Government,  and  about  $20,000,000  consisted  of  4 
per  cent  debenture  bonds.  The  balance  was  in  treasury  bills  which 
may  now  be  exchanged  evenly  for  the  new  bonds.  The  debt  on 
March  31  of  this  year  had  increased  to  more  than  $150,000,000. 

[A  report  on  the  Sonth  African  budget  was  published  In  Coumerce  Reports 
for  Apr.  26,  1916.] 

COMHESCIAI  lEAVELEBS  IN  SWIIZEBLAND. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schuiz,  Berne,  June  20.] 

Tliat  the  United  States  sends  only  as  many  commercial  travelers 
into  Switzerland  every  year  as  does  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxem- 
burg doubtless  will  excite  no  little  interest  in  American  business 
circles.  Official  Swiss  figures  just  published  show  that  both  coun- 
tries had  three  men  in  this  coimtry  in  1913,  although  in  1912  Lux- 
emburg had  four. 

Whuie  American  business  was  represented  by  3  canvassers,  the 
Germans  had  5j008,  the  French  1,458,  Italians  278,  Austrians  221, 
Belgians  89,  British  72,  Dutdi  45,  and  Spanish  6.  Although  many 
countries,  including  the  French  and  British,  sent  less  men  to  Switz- 
erland than  in  1912,  Germany  increased  its  forces  by  271,  the  Aus- 
trians by  17,  and  the  Italians  by  2. 

The  number  of  traveling  men  visiting  the  trade  in  Switzerland 
■was  estimated  in  1913  as  87,115,  of  which  29,933  were  Swiss. 
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SPAIN'S  IBOH  AlID  STEEL  FBOBIEIL 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  May  16.] 

The  report  of  the  commission  appointed  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  study  the  iron  and  steel  question  in  Spain  [see  C!ommebce 
Reports  for  Apr.  27]  has  just  been  published  m  connection  with  a 
royal  order  based  on  facts  disclosed  by  the  investigating  body. 

It  was  found  that  although  abundance  of  iron  ore  of  excellent 
quality  exists  in  Spain,  iron  manufacturers  have  been  unable  to 
develop  business  as  they  might,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  coal  and 
lack  of  facilities  for  proper  treatment  of  the  ore  at  tlie  blast  fur- 
naces. Out  of  nearly  10,000,000  tons  of  Spanish  iron  ore  mined 
in  1913  only  a  scant  million  was  used  in  the  country,  the  remaining 
9,000,000  being  exported.  The  mines  near  the  coast  furnished  the 
greatest  amount  for  foreign  shipments,  while  ore  from  mines  in 
the  interior  was  held  waiting  a  reduction  in  freight  rates  or  open- 
ing of  neighboring  coal  mines  for  a  cheap  and  adequate  supply  of 
fuel.  The  commission  urges  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  ore 
smelted  and  a  greater  production  of  manufactured  articles  from  the 
metal  obtained  instead  of  exporting  ore  and  importing  manufactured 
iron.  Stress  is  laid  upon  the  necessity  of  making  available  for 
Spanish  metallurgical  industries  the  products  of  the  large  local 
smelting  works. 

Regulations  KegaTding  the  Export  of  Iron  and  Steel  Produets. ' 

The  deliberations  of  tiie  commission  resulted  in  finding  a  solution 
embodied  in  the  r6yal  order  published  on  May  15,  whidi  prohibits 
the  exportation  of  iron  and  steel  waste.  While  present  amditioos 
continue,  the  export  of  the  products  of  iron  and  steel  plants  shall 
only  be  permitted  when  the  domestic  demand  is  supplied.  Neither 
dealers  nor  metallurgists  may  export  metal  except  in  form  of  manu- 
factured goods  promiced  in  their  factories  or  workshops,  and  then 
only  in  case  local  needs  are  covered. 

The  Ministry  of  Public  Works  will  maintain  experts  to  decide 
whether  or  not  the  domestic  supply  is  sufficient  and  to  examine 
petitions  relating  to  tliis  question.  A  board  will  be  appointed  to 
fix  the  maximum  selling  price  of  iron  and  steel,  based  on  wages  paid 
at  different  mines  and  on  conditions  peculiar  to  special  locahties. 
The  prices  to  prevail  during  the  succeeding  month  will  be  published 
monthly  between  the  20th  and  25th. 


PBOFOSE  TO  DISPENSE  WITH  CANAL  LOCKS  AT  YMUIBEN. 
[Commercial  Attach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  The  Hague,  Netberlanda,  Jane  24.] 

Amsterdam  papers  are  discussing  the  question  of  enlarging  and 
deepening  the  North  Sea  Canal  and  dispensing  with  the  locks  at 
Ymuiden,  so  that  there  \vill  be  a  free  waterway  from  the  North  Sea 
to  Amsterdam  without  the  intervention  of  locks.  It  is  said  that  this 
is  the  only  way  in  which  Amsterdam  can  hope  to  compete  with  Rot- 
terdam, which  has  sea-level  canal  connections. 

Rotterdam  has  long  agitated  the  question  of  enlarging  and  deep- 
ening the  Nieuwe  Waterweg,  so  that  the  largest  ocean-going  ships 
can  reach  the  city  more  easily  and  without  waiting  for,  the  tides. 

[Previous  articles  on  port  Improvements  In  the  Netherlands  were  ptibUshed 
In  CoMinsRce  Refobts  for  Aug.  5,  Aug.  18,  and  Dec.  15, 1915w]    . 
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nrcKEASEB  smppnre  at  hawahah  fokt. 

[A.  I*.  Taylor,  correspondent,   Honolulu,  July  3.] 

.  There  were  555  ship  arrivals  at  the  port  of  Honolulu  during  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916.  This  is  12  more  than  the  number 
for  1914-15.    During  the  year  1913-14  there  were  462. 

The  fiscal  year  just  closed  had  the  largest  number  of  vessels  since 
the  United  States  took  over  the  customs  service,  the  preceding  year 
having  been  the  largest  up  to  this  time.  In  volume  and  importance 
of  business  the  year  is  a  record,  although  the  old  whaling-ship  days 
may  have  witnessed  the  arrival  of  more  bottoms. 

The  figures  given  take  no  account  of  vessels  from  island  ports, 
whether  interisland  or  Matson  Navigation  Co.  steamers  returning 
from  Hilo  and  Kahului. 
Keeord  for  Kay  Largest  in  Kecent  Years. 

May,  with  61  ships,  had  the  largest  number  recorded  in  any  month 
in  recent  years.  The  record  had  been  held  by  June,  1915,  when  there 
were  59. 

In  June,  1916,  there  were  5  Japanese  vessels  from  the  Orient  with 
general  cargo,  3  with  coal;  1  transport  from  Manila,  1  from  San 
Francisco,  1  collier  from  Guam,  1  American  and  1  British  vessel  from 
Australia,  2  Japanese  and  7  American  from  San  Francisco,  the 
latter  with  general  cargo;  3  vessels  from  California  ports  with  oil, 
1  steamer  from  San  Francisco  with  lumber,  and  1  lumber  schooner 
from  the  north  coast;  1  steamer  from  Seattle,  1  from  Vancouver, 
1  from  Chile  with  nitrate,  and  1  other;  and  for  bunkers,  5  from 
Panama,  1  from  the  Orient,  1  from  the  Philippines,  and  1  from  Chile. 
The  best  month's  bunkering  business  was  in  July,  1915,  when  there 
were  17  ships. 

Tlie  year  showed  a  big  increase  in  customs  receipts  over  191-1-15. 
Collections  this  year  were  $1,161,051;  last  year  they  were  $1,019,534, 
the  gain  being  $141,517.  The  receipts  are  not  a  record,  that  being 
held  by  1913  with  $1,859,513. 


HAITIAN  FBEPERENCES  IN  ENAMELED  WABE. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

Before  the  European  war  the  enameled-ware  trade  of  Haiti  went 
largely  to  Austrian  and  German  manufacturers.  There  seems  to  have 
b^n  no  particular  preference  as  to  color  or  design,  except  that  toilet 
sets  (pitcher,  basin,  soap  dish,  toothbrush  stand,  and  slop  jar)  were 
wanted  in  white  enamel  edged  with  blue,  and  plates,  cream  pitcliers, 
small  water  pitchers,  milk  pans,  and  the  like  were  also  made  in  the 
white.  Saucepans,  stewpans,  preserving  kettles,  washbasins,  coffee- 
pots, cake  pans,  and  such  were  of  the  familiar  bluish  ware,  or  else 
in  a  marbled  and  mottled  effect. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  several  dealers  that  if  a  decorated  white 
enamel  could  be  produced  in  bedroom  sets,  plates^  dishes,  and  water 
pitchers,  it  would  be  bought  readily  and  that  higher  prices  would 
be  paid  for  the  decorated  goods  than  for  the  plain.  The  Haitian 
trade  also  prefers  the  tops  of  all  such  vessels  as  coffeepots,  sauce- 
pans, preserving  kettles,  and  slop  jars  to  be  made  of  enamel  instead 
of  tin,  as  that  metal  does  not  resist  the  climatic  changes  and  soon 
rusts  and  becomes  unserviceable. 
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BECENT  COMKEECIAI  SEVSLOFMEHTS  IN  JAPAN. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Sddmore,  Tokobama,  June  10,  1916.] 
Copper  Yield  Increased  by  Toreign  and  Domettlo  Demand. 

"  The  yield  of  copper  in  Japan  is  without  doubt  increasing  under 
the  influence  of  the  war  trade,"  says  the  Japan  Times,  "  but  no  ac- 
curate estimate  of  the  increase  this  year  is  yet  forthcoming.  Even 
those  in  the  trade  are  totally  in  the  dark  in  this  respect,  though 
they  definitely  state  that  there  has  been  a  strikingly  large  advance 
in  production." 

The  Times  cited  a  trustworthy  report  that  the  total  yield,  includ- 
ing resmelted  goods,  might  rise  to  the  high  figure  of  50,000  tons  at 
the  end  of  June.  This  is  an  increase  by  7,000  tons,  even  in  compari- 
son with  the  latter  half  of  last  year,  when  the  yield  was  reported  to 
have  been  enormously  increased.  The  comparison  with  the  first  half 
of  last  year  shows  an  advance  of  10,000  tons,  or  25  per  cent. 

Copper  prices  are  steadily  rising,  and  the  ruling  quotations,  which 
have  been  reached  after  a  series  of  relapses,  stand  at  twice  the  normal 
figure.  It  is  believed  that  full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  this  by 
Japanese  mining  operators. 

During  1916  the  consumption  at  home  has  been  heavily  increased. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  the  metal  has  beai  consumed 
at  the  rate  of  5,000  tons  a  month.  '  If  the  total  consumption  for  the 
half  year  is  80,000  toD&,  it  will  represent  an  advance  by  15,000  tons 
over  the  preceaing  half  year. 
Sales  of  Eleotrle  Wire  Qrow — Large  Dynamos  Trodneed. 

A  few  years  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  there  was  a  boom  in 
electrical  enterprises  in  Japan,  and  the  number  of  companies  manu- 
facturing electric  wire  increased  remarkably  as  a  result.  Financial 
depression  supervened,  however,  and  electrical  enterprise  suffered  a 
setback,  says  the  Japan  Chronicle.  The  result  was  a  falling  off  in 
the  demand  for  electric  wire  and  an  overproduction  of  these  goods.' 
The  European  war,  however,  has  had  the  effect  of  increasing  de- 
mands from  China  and  India,  and  also  from  Russia.  This  has 
brought  prosperity  to  the  manufacturing  companies,  according  to 
the  Chronicle.  While  foreign  orders  have  thus  increased,  the  de- 
mand for  domestic  requirements  has  also  developed,  chiefly  as  a 
result  of  a  revival  of  activity  in  general  electric  enterprises  and  the 
Government  extension  of  the  telephone  service. 

In  addition  to  wire,  electrical  apparatus  is  being  manufactured 
very  largely.  Since  the  war  began  it  has  been  very  difficult  to  import 
dynamos,  and  Japanese  manufacturers  have  endeavored  to  make  the 
larger  class  of  dynamos  that  were  formerly  imported.  This  ambi- 
tion has  now  been  achieved. 

flans  (or  Development  of  Sngar  Market  in  China. 

At  a  general  meeting  on  June  15,  the  Dai  Nippon  Sugar  Refining 
Co.  obtained  formal  sanction  of  the  shareholders  for  the  scheme  to 
increase  the  company's  capital  by  6,000,000  yen  (^,991,000)  to 
18,000,000  yen  (|8,973j000).  The  president  of  the  company  is 
quoted  by  me  Japan  Times  as  saying  that  the  sugar  industry  had 
already  reached  the  end  of  the  firet  period  of  devel<^ment,  tiavii^f 
obtained  the  object  of  driving  foreign  goods  from  the  domestic 
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market,  and  now  the  second  period  of  development  was  to  be  i^arted 
by  building  up  a  stable  market  for  Japanese  goods  in  China.  By 
the  present  step,  the  company  plans  to  take  the  lead  in  this  march 
into  China. 

With  the  funds  thus  placed  at  the  company's  disposal  the  mills 
under  its  management  are  all  to  be  reec[uipped  and  enlarged,  to 
enable  the  company  to  begin  its  campaign  in  China.  The"  mill 
equipments  necessary  for  the  realization  of  this  ambitious  scheme 
are  already  at  hand,  having  been  taken  over  from  a  concern  that  was 
voond  up  Borae  time  ago.  The  Grermans  have  so  far  had  under  their 
control  tne  trade  in  rock  candy  and  lump  sugar  in  China. 

Season  for  Inscet-Powder  Cbrysanthemiun. 

The  season  for  new  insect-powder  chrysanthemum  has  opened. 
Last  month  contract  prices  ranged  between  55  and  60  yen  per  100  kin 
(between  $20.66  and  $22.43  per  lOQ  pounds).  The  Japan  Chronicle 
states  that  this  month,  however,  there  have  been  no  British  transac- 
tions, while  American  buyers  are  disinclined  to  purchase  even  at 
50  yen  ($18.69  per  100  pounds).  Lack  of  tonnage  prevents  exports 
to  France.  The  decreased  demand,  the  Chr(micle  says,  is  the  more 
unfortunate,  in  view  of  the  large  increase  in  the  crop  of  insect- 
powder  chrysanthemum,  owing  to  two  favorable  years.  In  1914  the 
crop  amounted  to  no  more  thui  800,000  kin  (1,066,667  pounds),  but 
as  a  result  of  the  good  prices  obtained,  it  expanded  last  year  to 
1,500,000  kin  (2,000,000  pounds).  This  year  it  is  estimated  that 
tiie  harvest  will  not  fall  short  of  2,500,000  kin  (3,333,334  pounds), 
It  is,  therefore,  expected  that,  failing  increased  demands  from  the 
United  States,  prices  will  decline  heavily  as  a  result  of  the  over- 
supply. 

Exports  of  last  year's  crop — that  is,  the  exports  made  between 
Jane,  1915,  and  April  last— amounted  to  1,183,300  kin  (1,577,734 
poimds),  valued  at  634,800  yen  ($316,448).  Roughly  speaking,  40 
per  cent  of  these  exports  were  shipped  to  the  United  States  and  30 
per  cent  each  to  Great  Britain  and  France. 


AKESICAN  COVSVLAS  OFFICERS  OIT  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  or^nizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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CHAHOnrO  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  BATTAN  TBADE  OF  CHINA. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Carleton,  IIoDgkong,  May  26.] 

The  wholesale  price  of  rattans  in  Hongkong  is  now  nearly  three 
times  greater  than  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  and  the  prevailing  high 
rate  of  exchange  militates  against  sales  to  foreign  countriea  Ex- 
ports of  rattan  from  Singapore  practically  ceased  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  the  German  supply  of  rattan  suddenly  stopped,  so 
that  American  consumers  called  upon  China  to  furnish  a  tremen- 
dously increased  proportion  of  the  material.  The  high  freight  rates 
and  later  the  disturbed  conditions  in  Kwangtung  Province  prevented 
the  Chinese  dealers  from  making  future  contracts.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Chinese  apparently  are  not  inclined  to  make  many  forward 
contracts  with  Hongkong  exporters  at  present.  It  is  likely,  however, 
that  a  lessening  of  the  rates  across  the  Pacific  will  have  a  tendency  to 
restore  normal  prices. 

Select  Grade  Chiefly  Demanded  by  American  Firms. 

Last  year  the  value  of  the  exports  of  rattan  core  to  all  countries 
was  estimated  at  $225,000  gold,  representing  25,000  bales.  This  prod- 
uct is  divided  into  three  grades — common,  select,  and  extra  select — 
and  it  is  the  select  that  is  chiefly  demanded  by  American  firms.  Tlie 
quality  used  in  the  production  of  rattan  furniture  is  ordinarily  the 
common,  and  only  about  30  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  is  used  for 
furniture.  The  percentage  of  rattan  used  in  furniture  has  been 
much  reduced  in  recent  years  by  the  increasing  popidarity  of  sea- 
grass  products,  and  imder  normal  conditions  there  is  a  very  fair 
quantity  of  this  material  available  for  export  from  Hongkong  in 
addition  to  what  may  be  needed  for  local  industries. 

[A  review  of  the  rattan  trade  of  China  was  published  In  Coumexce  Repobts 
for  May  12,  1915.]  

BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  IN  AVSTBAUA. 

[Commercial  Attach*  rbllip  U.  Kennedy,  Melbourne.] 

American  bankers  are  now  devoting  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
banking  facilities  in  Australia.  The  details  as  to  local  practice  in 
handling  bills  of  exchange  in  Australia  are  embodied  in  a  compre- 
hensive questionnaire  which  was  sent  out  by  an  important  American 
bank  to  one  of  the  leading  banks  in  Australia.  A  copy  of  the  ques- 
tionnaire and  replies  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C.  [Refer  to 
file  No.  1573.] 

TEBBAPIN  BBEEDXNG  IN  FIFTH  TEAB. 

Reports  from  the  Beaufort,  N.  C,  station  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  establishes  the  fact  that  terrapin  breeding  begins 
in  the  fifth  year.  The  brood  that  hatched  in  1911  began  laymg  this 
season,  and  as  similar  results  were  shown  with  the  broods  of  1909  and 
1910;,  it  is  concluded  that  the  period  has  been  determined  for  the 
species.  The  culture  experiments  at  Beaufort  are  progressing  most 
favorably,  and  the  recent  practice  of  feeding  the  young  on  fresh 
food  during  the  first  winter  is  yielding  excellent  results. 
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CKSAKY  ISIAiraS  HEED  OANlfBD  BTTTTiai. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stllea,  Tenerlffe,  June  3.] 

With  English  canned  butter  practically  out  of  this  market  as  a 
commercial  factor,  an  inferior  grade  of  Danish  tinned  butter  has  se- 
cured this  profitable  trade,  and  as  a  result  the  prices  of  this  article 
have  recently  advanced  to  62  cents  (American  gold)  per  pound  retail. 

No  American  tinned  butter  has  ever  been  brought  into  the  Canaries ; 
but  as  the  American  article  is  undoubtedly  superior  to  the  Danish 
product,  it  seems  probable  that  there  should  be  an  opening  for  it  in 
the  Canary  Islands  under  present  conditions. 

A  decided  point  in  favor  of  this  opportunity  is  the  fact  that  despite 
the  great  increase  in  freight  rates  from  the  United  States  to  Canary 
ports,  the  high  values  of  butter  in  proportion  to  its  bulk  should  still 
permit  of  the  arrival  here  of  tinned  butter  at  a  fair  profit. 

Approximately  $16,000  worth  of  Danish  tinned  butter  was  im- 
ported here  in  1915.  Kecent  shipments  have  caused  complaints  as  to 
quality,  and  the  general  dissatisfaction  with  the  article  offend  a  greater 
opportunity  for  the  better-grade  American  product. 

As  the  refrigerating  conditions  in  these  islands  are  primitive,  half- 
pound  and  pound  cans  are  those  usually  sold.  A  very  few  6  and 
10  pound  cans  are  bought  by  hotels  and  institutions,  such  as  hospi- 
tals and  schools,  but  this  is  an  imimportant  factor. 

lTn»t  Reiffht  dutrgee. 

Danish  canned  butter  at  this  date  is  paying  $4  freight  charges  cm 
100  pounds.  T^iis,  however,  does  not  include  maritime  and  war  ri^s, 
which  are  heavy  on  merchandise  traversing  the  North  Sea. 

A  Danish  canned  butter  having  a  large  sale  in  the  Canaries  at 
this  time  is  the  "  L.  E.  Bruun  "  brand,  which  is  said  here  to  be  fairly 
well  known  to  the  foreign  trade  and  may  therefore  permit  American 
firms  to  obtain  an  idea  of  the  goods  already  on  this  market. 

Freight  rates  at  ijresent  from  the  United  States  to  Canary  ports 
are  very  high,  reaching  $40  per  ton,  which  equals  the  Danish  rate,  as 
above  quoted.  The  superiority  of  American  fine  creamery  butter, 
as  already  canned  for  certain  tropical  countries,  should,  however, 
open  here  an  opportunity  for  American  exporters. 

Credit  Terms. 

Credit  terms  on  the  Danish  article  before  the  war  ran  usually  60 
and  90  days.  At  present  6  days'  sight  or  even  cash  against  delivery, 
of  the  merchandise  would  probably  be  accepted  freely  by  local  com- 
mission houses  prominent  in  the  trade.  Owing  to  the  great  increase 
in  prices,  both  retailers  and  commission  houses  have  been  forced 
recently  to  sell  on  very  small  marginal  profits,  and  unless  American 
QQotations  are  decidedly  below  the  Danish  competition,  f.  o.  b.  New 
York,  might  be  expected  to  make  introductory  sales  most  difficult. 

[A  list  of  firms  handling  butter  and  grocery  supplies  in  the  Canary  Islands 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78287.] 


According  to  the  Russian  press,  the  Russian  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Commerce  has  given  thb  Standard  Oil  Co.  the  right  to  explore  for 
piibroleum  in  Sfberia,  where  there  are  some  indications  of  its  pres- 
ence. 
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FBOMOTION  OF  CHUEAH  IHDTrSTBIES. 

The  thirty-second  annual  report  to  the  Government  of  Chile  of  the 
Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril  is  an  interesting  review  of  the  organized 
efforts  made  by  this  body  for  the  i>romotion  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures. The  headquarters  of  the  association  are  in  Santiago,  in  a  build- 
ing shared  with  the  National  Society  of  Mining.  Among  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril  are  the  publication  of  a 
monthly  bulletin,  the  maintenance  of  an  industrial  library  which  is 
open  to  the  public  every  day,  the  direction  of  12  industrial  schools, 
the  holding  of  industrial  expositions  [notice  of  the  exposition  to  be 
held  in  September  of  this  year  was  puolished  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  Apr.  26, 1916],  the  collecting  and  supplying  of  commercial  infor- 
mation, the  presentation  of  tariff  recommendations  and  other  eco- 
nomic data  to  the  Government,  and  the  general  encouragement  of 
home  industries. 
Twelve  Indnstrial  Schools. 

The  industrial  schools  are  maintained  by  the  association  with  funds 
supplied  by  the  Government.  Five  are  located  in  Santiago,  two  in 
Valparaiso,  two  in  Valdivia,  and  one  each  in  Chilian,  Concepcion, 
and  Vina  del  Mar.  Two  others,  at  Serena  and  at  Tacna,  were  closed 
last  year  for  lack  of  funds,  and  all  the  others  were  placed  on  a  rigid 
system  of  economy,  necessitated  by  the  financial  depression  follow- 
ing the  outbreak  of  the  European  war.  To  save  the  item  of  rent,  most 
of  the  schools  were  given  quartei-s  in  the  public  school  buildings,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction.  In  these  schools, 
botli  day  and  evening  classes  are  held  in  the  various  branches  of 
mechanics,  industrial  and  ornamental  design,  electricity,  and  con- 
struction. Through  the  offices  of  the  association,  students  from  these 
industrial  schools  are  frequently  given  places  in  factories  during  va- 
cations, where  they  can  put  into  practice  their  theoretical  luiowledge. , 

Development  of  New  Indnstrles. 

The  decrease  of  Chilean  imports  as  a  consequence  of  the  changed 
conditions  in  Europe  has  led  to  the  development  of  many  local  indus- 
tries to  meet  the  needs  formerly  supplied  by  goods  of  roreign  manu- 
facture. In  recent  numbers  of  its  bulletin  the  Sociedad  de  Fomento 
Fabril  gives  in  detail  the  home  industries  that  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  present  opportunity.  [Some  of  these  increases  in  Chilean 
manufactures  were  noted  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  17,  1916.1 
The  March  bulletin  contains  notices  of  a  new  factory  in  Santiago 
that  makes  machine  belting  from  waste  pieces  of  sole  leather  sewed 
with  steel_wire.  The  belting  is  said  to  give  unusual  satisfaction,  and 
it  is  sold  at  a  much  lower  price  than  that  asked  for  similar  belting 
of  foreign  manufacture.  Writing  inks,  mannikins,  and  incubators 
are  among  the  articles  which  are  wins  manufactured  with  increasing 
success.  A  manufacturer  of  wooden  shoe  heels  is  finding  a  good  home 
market,  and  the  association  states  that  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining 
more  capital,  so  that  he  may  increase  his  output. 
Salt,  Cereals,  and  Canned  Ooods. 

For  the  first  time  in  Chile  salt  from  the  northern  Provinces  is 
being  refined  and  packed  at  home,  and  it  is  said  to  be  superior  to  the 
imported  article.  The  brands  known  as  "  Gallo  "  and  "  Mylord  "  we 
sold  in  glass  bottles,  and  they  are  advertised  as  purely  native  prod- 
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ucts,  from  the  salt  itself  to  the  glass  containers,  the  labels,  and  the 
shipping  case.  The  firm  refining  this  salt  also  prepares  native  so- 
dium and  refines  the  crude  sugar  of  Peru.  For  about  a  year  a  cereal 
factory  has  been  turning  out  every  month  6,000  tins  of  prepared  foods 
for  infants  and  invalids,  besides  breakfast  foods  and  other  cereal 
products.  These  are  sold  for  at  least  50  per  cent  less  than  foreign 
goods,  are  reputed  to  be  equal  in  quality  and  to  have  the  advantage  of 
reaching  the  consumer  in  fresher  condition.  They  are  exported  from 
Chile  to  oUier  South  American  countries,  and  eflPorts  are  being  made 
to  win  a  permanent  place  fw  them  there.  Recently  a  large  cannery 
has  been  established  in  La  Calera,  with  commodious  buildings  and 
a  modem  equ^>ment  of  machinery  for  canning  all  kinds  of  fruit  and 
vegetables.  The  owner  of  the  cannery  also  owns  500  acres  of  land  in 
fruit,  including  an  orchard  of  alligator  pears  (aguacate)  producing 
half  a  million  pears  a  year.  The  names  of  18  other  canneries  are 
givoa  as  growing  shippers  of  caxmed  goods. 
Wan,  Perfuiery,  Safes,  and  ladnstrlal  Oil 

The  Chilean  glass  industry  is  represented  by  two  large  factories 
located  in  Santiago,  producing  bottles,  vases,  and  plain  hollow  glass- 
ware. One  factory  nas  been  handicapped  by  the  nonarrival  of  an 
order  of  bottle-making  machinery  ordered  from  Germany  before  the 
war.  BecenUy  a  fine  quality  of  quartz  from  the  north  of  Chile  has 
heea  used  in  the  manufacture  of  glass,  in  ^lace  of  the  sand  and  old 
^ass  heretofore  employed.  More  than  800  iron  safes  or  strong  boxes 
were  sold  by  a  domes^c  factory  in  1915,  at  prices  50  per  cent  less 
than  asked  tor  similar  boxes  of  foreign  make.  The  local  manufac- 
turer has  patents  for  using  in  Chile  the  most  improved  locks  and 
»f^  devices.  Tlie  domestic  manufacture  of  perfumeir  has  greatly 
increased  during  the  past  few  months.  One  factory  makes  200  kinds 
of  products  which  are  included  mider  the  classification  of  perfumery, 
b^mg  in  fact  lotions,  powders,  soap,  and  similar  preparations  as  well 
as  perfumes.  The  war  has  prevented  the  usual  importation  of  lin- 
aaed  oil,  and  a  local  inventor  has  offered  a  substitate  in  whale  oil 
treated  with  a  preparation  which  destroys  the  characteristic  whale 
odor.    A  corporation  is  being  formed  to  exploit  this  invention. 

Tnlff  A^vlty. 

The  Sociedad  de  Foment©  Fabril  is  a  firm  advocate  of  protection 
for  home  industries.  As  the  authorized  representative  of  manufac- 
turers in  all  lines,  the  associationpresented  briefs  to  the  tariff  com- 
missions of  botli  Houses  of  the  C^ean  Congress,  and  many  of  its 
recommendations  were  adopted.  Assistance  has  not  been  given, 
however,  to  certain  industries,  including  cement,  bottles,  and  yam 
for  weaving;  but  the  association  hopes  that  through  special  bills 
these  may  yet  be  given  consideration. 


GBATFISH  TESTED  TO  SETEEHINE  FITNESS  AS  BAIT. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  reports  that  on  the  last 
cruise  of  the  Fish  Hawk  in  Chesapeake  Bay  samples  of  grayfish 
meat,  put  up  in  brine,  were  distributed  among  crab  fishermen  and 
dealers,  to  test  out  its  value  and  the  possibility  of  introducing  it  as 
a  substitute  for  some  of  the  baits  now  on  the  market.  Fishermen 
who  have  tried  the  grayfish  state  that  it  is  a  very  good  bait. 
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SHIPPmO  SITUATION  WITH  NEW  ZEAIASD. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wloslow,  Auckland,  June  !3.1 

There  is  still  a  great  shortage  of  shipping  both  ways  for  Mew 
Zealand  cargoes.  Importers'  warehouses  are  scantily  stocked,  and 
exporters'  and  producers'  warehouses  are  crowded  in  the  main;  and 
the  outlook  does  not  seem  promising  unless  the  reported  amalgama- 
tion of  the  interests  of  the  Cunard  and  the  Commonwealth  &  Do- 
minion Lines  comes  to  the  relief  of  tliis  port,  as  is  expected. 

American  interests  are  benefiting  somewhat  because  of  the  reopen- 
ing of  the  Panama  Canal,  but  American  trade  is  suffering  greatly 
because  of  lack  of  shipping  space  and  the  very  high  freight  rates 
charged.  American  manufacturers  could  double  exports  to  New 
Zealand  if  ample  shipping  space  could  be  had  at  the  same  freight 
rate  as  quoted  from  European  ports.  • 

Ooods  KeceiTed  in  Samagred  Condition — Freight  Bate. 

Many  complaints  come  to  this  consulate  general  relative  to  delays 
in  receiving  shipments  because  of  lack  of  sliipping  space,  covering 
many  classes  of  merchandise.  The  following  excerpt  from  an  article 
published  in  the  New  Zealand  Herald  quite  fully  covers  the  conditions 
with  which  the  New  Zealand  importer  must  contend : 

An  Instance  mentioned  by  an  imiwrter  on  Saturday  was  that  of  a  motor  car. 
When  the  case  was  opened  it  was  found  that  the  upholstering  was  saturated,  a 
quantity  of  water  was  collected  In  the  folds  of  the  hootl,  and  In  the  body  of 
the  car,  while  the  metal  parts  were  red  with  rust.  Injury  iSras  assessed  by 
the  customs  officials  at  equal  to  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  ear,  and  the 
department  remitted  £10  (?48.60)  of  the  duty  that  would  ordinarily  have  been 
payable.  A  case  of  apparel  was  found  to  be  saturated,  and  another  Instance 
given  was  that  of  a  case  of  miscellaneous  hardware,  all  of  wlilcb  was  rusted. 
There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  damage  has  been  done  before  the  goods  were 
loaded  Into  the  steamers  which  delivered  them,  for  a  case  of  goods  showing 
injury  of  this  kind  will  be  found  in  a  hold  among  other  goods  in  normal 
condition. 

Merchants  who  have  experienced  this  effect  of  the  shipping  shortage  state 
that  there  Is  little  hope  of  any  redress,  since  the  damage  has  apparently  been' 
caused  between  the  vendor  and  the  shipping  company,  neither  of  them  will 
accept  any  responsibility.  The  only  measure  of  compensation  is  apparently  a 
reduction  in  the  customs  duties,  and  customhouse  agents  have  been  Instructed ' 
to  set  aside  for  examination  any  goods  showing  staining  or  other  signs  of 
exposure  to  the  weather.  In  some  cases  there  is  no  such  external  indication, 
and  the  damage  has  not  been  found  until  delivery  has  been  made  and  the  goods 
unpacked  in  the  warehouse.  Another  cause  of  complaint  Is  that  heavy  bills  for 
storage  accompany  many  delayed  consignments,  one  instance  that  was  given 
being  of  a  motor  car,  on  which  £5  ($24.33)  was  claimed  for  storage  while  the 
crates  were  awaiting  shipment. 

The  steamship  Orari  of  the  American  and  Australasian  Line  made 
the  voyage  from  New  York  via  Panama  Canal  in  34  days,  while  the 
tramp  steamer  Kinross,  loaded  with  kerosene  and  benzine,  was  92 
days  in  reaching  Auckland  from  New  York  via  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
The  Orari  brought  a  cargo  of  general  merchandise,  while  the  Kinross 
brought  155,000  cases  of  kerosene  and  benzine. 

A  freight  rate  of  200  shillings  ($48.66)  was  paid  per  ton  for  gen- 
eral merchandise  that  came  out  by  the  Orari.  and  it  is  expected  this 
wiU  be  increased  soon,  while  rates  from  London  to  New  2^aland  are 
quoted  as  follows,  for  the  dates  given : 


July, 
ltl4. 

March, 
1815. 

March, 
1W8. 

\& 

July, 
1916. 

Dead-weight 

15. 4« 
10.M 

t».42 
15.19 

112.16 
18.24 

*19.46 
St.  91 

$24.13 

29.79 
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HOEWEOIAH  PULP  ASB  PAPEB  HABKET. 

[Week]/  Bulletin  of  the  Canadiaa  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  July  10.1 

The  Norwegian  trade  paper  Tidsskrift  for  Papirindustrie  writes 
in  its  last  issue : 

Norwegian  pulp  prices  continue  to  soar,  and  the  United  Kingdom  pays  fancy 
prices  for  the  odd  lots  available  of  this  year's  production.  Bleached  sulfite  is 
quoted  at  $186.67  per  long  ton,  easy  bleach  at  $160  to  $173.33,  strong  at  $146.67 
to  $160,  and  kraft  soda  at  $133.33,  net  cash  to  makers,  f.  o.  b.  Norwegian  ports. 
In  Sweden  prices  keep  about  $67  lower.  The  United  States  continues  to  keep 
bads  from  the  market,  but  Sweden  claims  to  be  receiving  sufBcient  orders  from 
Germany. 

Dry  mechanical  pulp  Is  firm  and  scarce  at  $40  to  $41.33  f.  o.  b.  per  ton, 
while  that  which  is  50  per  cent  moist  has  advanced.  The  current  value  to-day 
is  $14.67  to  $17.33  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Norway.  Tlie  demand  Is  good,  but  the  stocks 
are  small.  Baltic  mechanical  pulp  mills  seem  to  be  working  at  full  pressure, 
as  it  is  understood  that  40,000  tons  for  prompt  delivery  have  been  taken  up  by 
the  German  market  at  about  $8  f.  o.  b.  per  ton. 

For  the  first  time  in  several  months  the  paper  market  is  not  rising.  There 
is  now  actually  a  stagnation  in  prices,  and  the  market  on  the  whole  is  a  little 
easier.  There  may  be  several  reasons  for  this,  but  it  is  believed  that  it  is 
partly  due  to  the  fact  that  France  does  not  pay  the  prices  lately  demanded. 
The  French  newspapers  have  formed  a  buying  syndicate,  and  it  is  said,  too, 
that  Scandinavian  prices  are  again  considerably  higher  than  those  demanded  by 
CSanadlans.  A  few  varieties  other  than  news  print,  such  as  grease  proofs,  are 
also  a  little  easier,  wtiereas  better-class  papers  are  almost  unobtainable.  Mills 
making  paper  for  the  Chinese  market  are  in  an  awkward  position,  on  account 
of  the  shortage-  of  tonnage.  Large  lots  of  paper  booked  for  March  and  April 
diipmait  have  not  bem  forwarded  by  the  steamship  lines,  owing  to  lack  of 
room ;  thva  the  stocks  of  the  mills  are  large.    Relief,  however,  is  in  sight. 


PEOOBESS  OF  CENSUS  OP  KABUPACTUBES. 

Preliminary  statements  which  give  preliminary  totals  from  the 
census  of  manufactures  taken  as  of  December  31,  1914,  have  been 
prepared  for  all  States  by  industries.  Notices  have  been  published 
girmg  totals  for  644  different  cities  and  48  industries.  Work  is  pro- 
gressmg  on  tables  for  the  final  reports.  Photographic  copies  of  de- 
tailed simimaries  have  been  furnished  to  commercial  associations 
with  request  for  local  publication.  The  work  of  this  census  of  manu- 
factures as  a  whole  is  far  advanced  and  progressing  rapidly. 


The  Geological  Survey  now  has  available  for  distribution  its 
annual  statement  on  talc  and  soapstone  in  1915.  During  the  year 
186,891  short  tons  of  talc  and  soapstone,  valued  at  $1,891,582,  were 
sold  in  the  United  States,  an  increase  of  8  per  cent  in  quantity  and  1 
per  cent  in  value  over  1914. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

Vew  York,  Koom  400  TTnited  {State*  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
ITnited  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
latioaal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Eibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  807  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
Berce;  Clneinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  H.  0.  &  T.  P. 
Sy.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  lbs  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerc;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Itnn. 
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FOSEIOH  TBADE  OEPOBTUMITIES. 

Reservod  addressi  s  may  lie  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  district  offlcea.  Request 
for  each  opiiortunlty  Rhould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportunity  nnmb^r. 
TbeBurean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  stondins 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautionj  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Cotton  piece  goodx.  No.  2184-J. — The  Bureau  is  atlvlse<l  that  a  commission  bouse 
in  Cul)a  desires  to  secure  tlie  exclusive  agency  for  cotton  piece  goods.  Ref- 
erences given. 

Moving-picture  films.  No.  21845. — Xn  American  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  film  producers. 

Machinery,  No.  21846.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  informs  the  Bureau  that  It 
is  in  receipt  of  an  inquiry  from  one  of  its  clients  regarding  dover-aeeO 
cleaning  machinery.    Prices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

Handhcrchiefs,  etc.,  No.'21847. — .\n  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes 
that  a  commission  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  of  catgut,  and  linen  handkerchiefs.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  in  English.    References  giveu. 

So  IP  handles,  No.  21848. — .\n  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
saw  handles. 

Machinery,  No.  21849. — A  man  In  tlie  West  Indies  Informs  the  Bureau  of  his 
desire  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  sugar-mill  machinery.  Ref- 
erence given. 

Vegetable  fat.  No.  21850. — A  commission  merchant  In  Spain  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  Is  in  the  market  for  vegetable  fat  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  chocolate.  Purchases  will  be  made  in  wholesale  quan- 
tities.   References  are  given.    Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Machinert/,  No.  21851. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  obtain  prices,  caltalogues,  etc.,  of  fruit- 
pulping  machinery.  The  horsepower  and  area  covered  should  be  given  In 
regard  to  each  piece  of  machinery. 

Currants  and  raisins.  No.  21S52. — A  firm  in  Greece  informs  an  American  consu- 
lar officer  of  Its  desire  to  communicate  \\ith  American  imiwrters  of  currants 
and  Sultana  raisins.    Corresiwndence  may  be  In  Kngllsh. 

Confectionery,  crockery,  etc..  No.  21853. — An  American  consular  officer  In  New^ 
foundlanii  reports  that  a  Arm  In  his  district  -.vishes  to  be  placed  In  touch 
with  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  confectionery,  china,  and  crockery 
ware,  shoes  for  women,  iron  bedsteads,  house  and  ofBce  furniture,  carpets, 
paints  and  varnishes,  advertising  specialties,  and  toys  and  notions. 

Tar,  varnishes,  oils,  etc..  No.  218.54. — A  firm  in  Bra/,11  advises  the  Bureau  of  Its 
desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  witli  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  tar,  hoes,  caustic  soda,  horseshoe  nails,  paints.  Unseed  oil,  turpentine, 
varnishes,  tin  foil,  metal  valves,  cocks  and  registers,  lead  pipes  and  tubing, 
galvanized  pipes  and  tubes,  galvanized  sheet  Iron,  cement,  dynamite,  or 
any  other  goods  for  which  a  market  in  tliat  country  may  be  found.  The 
firm  also  desires  estimates,  prices,  etc.,  on  niachines  used  In  the  lithography 
business. 

Jeicclry,  No.  21S.")5. — An  .Vmerican  consular  officer  In  Chile  reports  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices,  etc.,  from  American 
manufacturers  of  jewelry,  particularly  moderate  priced  Jewelry  and  silver- 
ware.   Iteference  given.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Ice  machine,  No.  218-50. — A  business  man  In  Venezuela  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  purcha.se  a  small  ice  machine.  Cata- 
logues, preferably  In  Spanish,  of  machinery  of  this  kind,  ore  also  desired 
by  the  -American  consul. 
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MAZIHXJH  SHOE  FBICES  IN  BUSSIA. 

(Cablegram  from  Commercial  Attach^  W.  C.  Huntington,  Petrograd,  July  17.] 

After  one  postponement,  the  law  fismg  masimum  shoe  prices  went 
into  effect  on  July  14  as  follows :  Men's  high  shoes,  colored,  23  rubles 
($7.13  at  the  current  exchange  rate  of  about  $0.31  to  the  ruble) ; 
black,  21  rubles  ($6.51). 

OPEHTNG  OF  ETTSSIAH-DTTTCH  BANK. 

[Rassian-Amerlcan  Journal  of  Commerce,  July.] 

A  Russian-Dutch  bank  has  just  been  organized  in  Petro^ad  with 
a  number  of  prominent  Russian  and  Dutch  capitalists  on  its  board. 
The  object  of  the  bank  is  general  banking,  but  it  is  also  undertaking 
the  placing  of  Russian  Government  loans  in  neutral  countries,  espe- 
cially in  the  Netherlands,  where  there  is  an  excellent  field  for  such 
investments. 

SEEKS  FIKB-BESISTINO  KATEBIALS  FOB  SHIPS'  DECKS. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  in  connection 
with  a  general  study  of  fire-resisting  materials,  is  considering  among 
other  phases  of  the  subject  the  development  of  a  fire-resisting  mate- 
rial for  use  in  constructing,  in  whole  or  part,  the  deck  structures  of 
excursion  and  passenger  steamers.  So  far  as  may  be  applicable,  the 
material  when  developed  would  also  be  considered  in  relation  with 
other  marine  uses. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  would  be  glad  to  receive  from  manu- 
facturers samples  of  such  materials  as  they  consider  suitable  for  the 
purpose,  in  order  that  they  may  be  given  consideration. 


Arrivals  of  ships  at  Rotterdam  between  January  1, 1916jand  June 
24, 1916,  as  reported  by  American  Commercial  Attach^  Erwin  W. 
Thompson,  numbered  1,382,  compared  with  4,828  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1913. 
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KESULTS  OF  BECEIIT  INTEEEST  IH  TILEFISH. 

At  the  beginning  of  July,  1916,  the  tilefish  fishery  was  eight  months 
old.  During  that  period,  much  has  been  done  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  P^isheries  in  its  efforts  to  make  the  American  people  ac- 
quainted with  a  neglected  food  resource.  The  results  are  noteworthy, 
because  prior  to  October,  1915,  this  fish  was  practicaUy  unknown,  in 
the  markets. 

The  fishery  centers  at  New  York,  but  vessels  from  other  ports  as 
well  as  from  New  York  engage  in  it.  The  largest  number  or  vessels 
landing  fish  at  New  York  in  any  one  month  was  13.  From  New  York 
the  fish  are  distributed  over  a  wide  area.  In  June  one  shipment  of 
over  20,000  poimds  was  sent  to  Kansas  City. 

The  extent  of  the  fishery  from  month  to  month  has  fluctuated,  but 
the  general  tendency  has  been  upward.  The  receipts  of  fish  in  June 
were  about  twice  those  of  the  preceding  month,  and  reached  the  very 
considerable  total  of  1,126,000  pounds,  in  26  trips.  The  prices  re- 
ceived by  the  vessels  for  the  eviscerated  fish  have  varied  from  2^  to  7 
cents  a  pound,  averag^g  about  5  cents. 

The  monthly   receipts  at  New   York  were:   November,   156,500 

Sounds;  December,  170,200;  January,  398,000:  February,  468,000; 
[arch,  332,000;  April,  614,000;  May,  594,000;  June,  1,126,000;  total, 
3,858,700  pounds. 

Adding  to  these  the  small  lots  of  tilefish  landed  in  October,  1915, 
during  the  progress  of  the  publicity  campaign  conducted  by  the 
Bureau,  and  the  various  fares  brought  into  Atlantic  City  and  other 

Sorts,  it  appears  that  the  total  quantity  of  tilefish  caught  and  sold  to 
une  30  was  4,030,000  pounds,  with  a  first  value  exceedmg  $200,000. 


DECBEASED  CANADIAN  DOnGBATION. 

(Consul  General  John  O.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  July  11.] 

The  statistics  of  immigration  into  Canada  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31  show  marked  decline  from  the  figures  of  the  previous 
year,  the  total  being  48,537,  as  compared  with  144,789  in  the  previous 
year.  Of  those  arriving  the  past  year,  8,664  were  British,  36,937 
were  from  the  United  States,  and  2,936  from  other  countries.  Of  the 
British  immigration,  5,857  were  English.  1.887  Scotch,  818  Irish,  and 
102  Welsh. 

The  total  number  was  distributed  as  follows :  Maritime  Provinces, 
5,981;  Quebec,  8,274;  Ontario,  14,743;  Manitoba,  3,487;  Saskatch- 
ewan, 6,001;  Alberta,  7,215;  and  British  Columbia,  2,836. 


BEPOBT  OF  LINTEBS  CONSUMED  AND  STOCKS  HELD. 

The  Bureau  of  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  reports  that 
linters  consumed  in  the  United  States  during  June  were  68,098  bales 
in  1916  and  53,903  in  1915 ;  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on 
June  30,  107,361  bales  in  1916  and  199,356  in  1915:  held  in  public 
storage  and  at  compresses  on  June  30,  166,953  bales  in  1916  and 
103,560  in  1915.  Linters  consumed  during  11  montlis  ending  June  30 
amounted  to  847,539  bales  in  1916  and  d62,985  bales  in  1915. 
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AKEBICAH  SHIPS  IS  FOREIOH  TSABE. 

The  American  flag,  ■which  before  the  European  war  was  seldom 
seen  on  merchant  steamers  in  the  harbors  of  South  America,  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa,  and  Australia,  except  on  the  four  American  Line  and 
two  fied  Star  Line  mail  steamships  to  Great  Britain  and  Belgium, 
tiie  five  Pacific  Mail  Line  steamers  to  Asia,  and  the  three  Spreckels' 
Line  mail  steamships  to  Australia,  is  becoming  a  familiar  sight  in 
foreign  over-seas  ports. 

Between  January  1,  1916,  and  May  30  (in  the  case  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  June  30)  the  American  ocean  steamships  named 
below  have  been  engaged  in  overseas  trade  between  the  foreign  coun- 
tries and  American  ports  named.  Repeated  voyages  of  the  same 
^eamship  are  not  noted,  except  when  the  terminal  ports  differed. 
The  net  tonnage  represents  cargo  carrying  capacity,  each  net  ton 
(100  cubic  feet)  sufficing  for  about  2^  tons  weight  of  cargo.  Bulk  oil 
steamers  are  marked  with  an  asterisk. 


Mm*  o(  Tassel  and 
wbanee  arriTCd. 


Sorm   AMEBICA. 

Trom  Arsentinft: 
Lnrb  K.  Tharlow 

AtUntlc 

SmU  Barbara 

I.  L.  Lockmbach 
StepfaeD  R.  Jones. 

Conol 

Edward  Palrce... 

Bylayl. 

Suamaoea 

UoBdale 

CalUbnibn 

CraftcnBall 

Santa  Ceenia 

OregonlaD 

Total  (M) 

From  Brazil: 
Venenwla 

1^ 
Altec 

Mosktcon 

Sanunaeoa  

Fredk.  Lockenbacb 

A.  A.  Raven 

lowan 

Fean^hraoiac 

Mootanan... 

Hawaiian 

£dwardFelTce 

Bt^m  R.  Jones. . 
Ainouan ........... 

Cohmxbian 

Atlantfc 

FeterH.  Crowell... 

Mootara 

Oacique 

Santa  Gnu 

Total (21)  

From  Chile: 

American 

CbuttonHall 

Santa  CeeiUa 

SaataClaia 

Santa  Catalioa 

BanlsOnii 

HatUe  Lockenbacb 

Chlndia 

Bmtn.. 

Aibonan.... ....... 

Sakotan 

Ohten 

Aitisan 


Net  tons. 


2,a)o 

3,394 
4,008 
3,192 
3,112 
1,»<2 
3,228 
1,980 
2,101 
2,071 
3,582 
3,«61 
3,836 
3,535 


42,142 


3,520 
2,800 
2,718 
3,345 
2,127 
2,101 
l,«2t 
l,«0t 
4,004 
4,0«4 
4,124 
3,555 
3,328 
3,113 
6,887 
6,495 
3,394 
2,423 
1,0(5 
4,543 
2,1)84 


60,516 


3,555 
4,999 
4,026 
4,026 
3,857 
3,284 
3,616 
4,001 
2,656 
3,602 
4,008 
4,064 
3,662 


Fort  ofarrlval. 


Boston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
New  York. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
PhiladelphJa. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Baltimore. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
EenJoan,  P.R. 
San  Francisco. 

Do. 


Boston. 

Do. 
New  York. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Fbiladelphia. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Name  ot  vessel  and 
whence  arrived. 


SOUTH  AMEBICA— con. 

From  Chile— Contd. 

Nevadau. 

Pleiades 

Carolyn 

Atteo 

Alaskan „,. 

KentDcklan 

Isthmian .... 

Florence    Lucken* 

bach 

lowan 

Uanitowoc 

Allaguash 

Constitocion 

Cohimblan 

HowlckBall 

Isabella 

Falcon 

St.  Helens 

WUliam  Chatham . 

Fair  Oaks 

Tampico 

Texan  

California 

Coallnga* 

I.aBrea*. 

Bradford* 

DeSoto* 

Stanley  Dollar 

Nann  Smith 

Colombia 

Total  (42) 

From  Colombia: 

Santa  liarta 

Zacapa 

Almlrante 

Carrillo 

Saramaoca 

Neptone 

Total  (6) 

From  other  Sooth  Amer- 
ican ports: 

Solano 

Cashing* 

Do  Soto*. 

Alvarado 

Colosa 

Philadelphia 

Neptone 

Oliver  J.  Olson.... 

Total  (8) 


Net  tons. 


2,824 
2,932 
2,443 
2,345 
5,522 
4,084 
3,463 

3,209 

4,064 

2,901 

2,491 

2,160 

6,495 

3,131 

1,942 

955 

784 

915 

533 

1,654 

5,636 

4,89C 

4,770 

4,237 

3.931 

3,037 

963 

1,270 

1,188 


13-1,831 


3,128 
3,122 
3,120 
3,100 
2,101 
707 


15,285 


525 
4,320 
3,037 

940 
3,022 
1,900 

707 
1,132 


32,068 


Port  of  arrival. 
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PhlUdelphia. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Baltimore. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk. 

Do. 

Do. 
WUmlngton. 
Charleston. 
Savannah. 

Do. 
I.0S  Ango'.es. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
San  Francisco. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Seattle. 
UonoluEu. 


New  York. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


San  Francisco. 
Now  York. 
San  Francisco. 

Do. 
Los  Angeles. 
New  York. 
Philadelphia. 
New  York. 
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Name  of  vessel  and 
whtoo*  arrived. 


EUBOPE. 

From  Oreat  Britain: 

Siberia 

St.  Paul 

Navajo 

Manchuria 

Finland 

Henry  Williams... 

St.  Louis 

Korea 

New  York 

Brynbllda 

Kroonland 

Mongolia 

Yaeuei 

Amazonia 

Cbemong 

Camino 

Onega 

Nebraslcan 

Bouthemor 

Sun* 

Qeoigiana 

VigllanciB 

Westwego* 

Kentis 


Totol  (24) . 


FromFnnoe: 

OoldSbeU* 

Virgiiilin 

ITl^WBMl 

ICiasoiiTlan 

Camino 

M.  B.  Harper... 
Silver  SheQ*.... 

Nevadui , 

Dakotan 

FloridJan 

Doobi* 

Fortliad 

AUantfc)  Sm>*., 

Bnrana , 

Hewitt 


Total  (15)  . 


From  Italy: 

Sepiranca 

Missourlan 

City  of  Macon 

Amazonia 

Chincba 

Georglana 

City  of  Memphis... 
JohnD.Arcnbold*. 

Slbiris 

Nebraskan 

Ruby 

Nevadan 

Muskogee* 

Sun* 

Waverly 


Totol  (15). 


From  Scandinavia: 

Platuria* 

Maumee 

Wlco* 

Petrollte* 

Morenl  • 

Aosablo 

Communipaw  *. 

Wlnneoonno 

Coming 

Pioneer* , 

Polarine* 


Net  tons. 


S,4»3 
5,874 
1,9C7 
8,750 
7.711 
1,392 
5,893 
5,051 
4,643 
1,409 
7,483 
8,750 
1,992 
1,327 
1,818 
2,066 
2,776 
2,824 
2,707 
3,601 
2,846 
2,934 
3.059 
3,020 


95,936 


3,420 
6,077 
5,131 
4,081 
2,086 
1,M6 
3,432 
2,824 
4,068 
4,311 
2,763 
1,81S 
1,797 
8,7tB 
3,194 


60.614 


2,806 
6,077 
3,906 
1,327 
4,064 
2,846 
3,931 
6,864 
2,246 
2,824 
1,603 
2,779 
4,602 
3,501 
2,505 


50,373 


Port  of  arrival . 


2,204 
1,615 
1,715 
2,361 
2,391 
1,957 
2,353 
1,151 
3,036 
3,026 
2,389 


New  York. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Baltimore. 

Do. 
Norfolk. 
Savannah. 

Do. 
New  Orleans. 
Philadelphia. 


Norfolk. 
Boeton. 

Do. 

Do. 
New  York. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
PhlladelpUa. 
Norfolk. 

Do. 


New  York. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk. 

Do. 
New  Orleans. 


New  York. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk. 

Do. 

Do. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 
New  York. 


Name  of  vessel  and 
whence  arrived. 


niBorE -continued. 

From  Scandinavia— Con. 

Brindilla* 

Wlco* 

A.  A.  Raven. 

Total  (U) 

From  the  Netherlands: 

Sherman 

Healdton 

Ecuador 

Total  (3) 

From  Spain  and  Porto- 
gal: 

Amasonls 

Constable  Hook.... 

Itae 

Ruby 

Plymouth 

FrankUn 

Addle  H.  Lawreoce. 

Samia 

Onega. 

Pohtrhie*. 

Total  (10) 

AnacA. 

PetroUU* 

Communipaw* 

Zealandla... ,. 

Qargoytoe 

Zamon 

Tlfton , 

Franklin 

Total  (7) 

ASIA. 

From  China: 

J.  A.  Moflett 

Penimrlvania 

Geo.  W.  Fenwiok... 

Javary 

China 

Yucatan 

Cityof  Puebla 

Total(7) 

From  Japan: 

Seward 

From     other     Asiatic 
ports: 

Honolnlan. 

Santa  Rosalia 

City  of  Memphis 

Total  (3) 

OCEANIA. 

From    Australia     and 
Psciflc  Islands: 

Suruga 

Ventura 

Sonoma 

Sierra 

ChehaUs 

Republic 

Total  (0) 


Net  tons. 


2,659 
1,715 
1,603 


30,167 


3,048 
2,774 
3,617 


9,340 


1,327 
1,302 
1,281 
1,005 
3,365 
3,854 
2,195 
2,167 
2,27« 
2,389 


21,341 


2,361 
2,353 
1,7U 
3.819 
1,969 
476 
3,354 


16,040 


4,012 
2,134 
1,193 
783 
3,186 
2,317 
1,712 


15,336 


2,080 


4,068 
3,488 
3,931 


11,487 


2,727 
3,918 
3,911 
3,760 
421 
3,475 


17,J 


Port  of  arrival. 


New  York. 

Do. 
Philadelphia. 


New  York. 
Do. 
Do. 


DO. 

Do. 

Do. 
Balttanon. 

Do. 

Do. 
NewYoric. 

Do. 

Do. 
Philadelphia. 


New  York. 

Do. 

Do. 
PhiladriphU. 
New  York. 

Do. 
BalUmtfa. 


San  FraDdaoo. 

Do. 
Seattle. 

Do. 
Honotulu. 

Do. 

Do. 


Seattle. 


Do. 

Boston. 
Philaddphfa. 


Boston. 
Honoltdo. 

Do. 

Do. 
San  Francisco. 
HoDolalu. 
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A  summary  of  the  foregoing  statistics  follows: 


tcn^rl^g  front" 

Number 
of  Ameri- 
can 
steamers. 

Met 
tomiaga. 

SOKIM 

81 
7 

11 
6 

»1 

2S7,671 
15,040 
2»,903 

AMa 

Asit „ 

Oeamit 

17,202 
278,  S57 

Sooth  AnMriea 

Total 

196 

S«7,a63 

UTILIZING  OLD  C09TAINEBS  IN  HAITI. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  narris.] 

Haiti  is  one  country  where  almost  everything  is  utilized,  particu- 
larly if  the  substance  be  wood  or  tin.  Lumber  is  $60  per  thousand, 
and  any  substitute  for  it  is  eagerly  welcomed.  For  instance,  a  par- 
tition fence  belonging  to  some  well-to-do  people  on  a  prominent 
street  is  made  of  the  tops,  bottwns,  and  sides  of  packing  Boxes  that 
contained  cans  of  condensed  milk;  two  doors  farther  on  is  a  fence 
made  of  old  barrel  staves;  and  a  combination  of  barrel  staves  and 
packing-box  strips  for  fencing  is  by  no  means  uncommon.  Job  car- 
penter shops  and  manufacturers  of  cheap  handmade  furniture  are 
always  eager  bidders  for  packing  cases.  They  are  utilized  when- 
ever possible  in  building  houses  and  for  interior  work. 

Tin  cans,  with  the  solder  melted  off  and  the  tops  and  bottoms 
removed,  are  flattened  out  and  used  as  shingles,  in  mending  fences, 
patching  holes,  and  for  numerous  other  purposes.  The  5-gallon  oil 
cans,  however,  are  prized  and  cherished  family  possessions.  These 
cans  have  a  regular  market  value  of  15  to  20  cents  gold.  It  is  no 
unusual  occurrence  for  a  woman  to  buy  a  5-gallon  can  of  kerosene, 
hoist  it  to  her  head,  and  tramp  all  day  peddling  the  oil  in  small 
quantities — at  cost,  if  she  can  do  no  better — just  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  the  tin.  These  receptacles  are  used  for  carrying  water, 
boiling  dothes,  and  storing  and  cooking  food. 

The  tins  in  which  5  pounds  of  lard  come  have  a  value  of  10  cents 
gold,  and  are  a  standard  measure,  known  locally  as  a  "mamite." 
ITiey  are  used  as  a  dry  measure  generally  for  com,  beans,  salt,  and 
the  like.  Even  the  square  tins  in  which  matches  are  shipped' are  sold 
at  5  to  10  cents  each. 

TWO  STEAUEBS  BETXTBNED  TO  FACHTC  TBADE. 

[Panama  Canal  Becord,  July  5.] 

The  Siberia,  formerly  of  the  fleet  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Co.  and  sold  last  October  to  the  Atlantic  Transport  Co.  for  service 
between  Great  Britain  and  New  York,  passed  through  the  Panama 
Canal  on  July  1  on  its  way  back  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  under  the  house 
flag  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha.  The  steamer  has  been  registered  in 
Yokohama  and  will  be  operated  in  the  service  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Far  East. 

A  sister  ship,  the  Korea,  is  expected  to  make  the  passage  through 
the  canal  within  a  short  time,  having  likewise  been  sold  to  the  Toyo 
Eisen  Kaisha.  The  price  of  the  two  vessels  in  the  recent  sale  is 
reported  as  $2,000,000  each. 
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THE  SOAP  TRADE  OF  FRENCB.  DTDO-CHIHA. 

(Consul  Lawrence  P.  Brlggs,  Saigon,  Apr.  20.] 

For  several  years  French  Indo-China  has  imported  annually  be- 
tween 800  and  1,100  metric  tons  of  soap,  valued  at  about  $300,000. 
The  imports  at  Saigon  during  1914  were  valued  at  $222,068  against 
$305,010  for  1913,  of  which  perfumed  soaps  made  up  $169,820  worth 
for  1914  and  $269,860  worth  for  1913.  The  imports  into  Haifong 
were  much  smaller,  amounting  to  only  $26,316  in  1914  and  $24,133 
in  1913.  The  imports  into  Tourane  and  other  ports  of  French  Indo- 
China  amount  to  about  $25,000  worth  annually. 

The  customs  statistics  give  the  value  of  the  imports  of  the  differ- 
ent varieties  of  soap  at  the  port  of  Saigon  during  the  years  1913  to 
1915  as  follows : 


Kinds. 

1913 

1914 

19U 

Pcrtomsd: 

Tnuispnnnt     i 

f»3,0M 
ire,  818 

28,340 
S,810 

840,  B» 
128,890 

46, 3U 
6,0» 

tur.sn 

Otl-'i                    .     ,                  

112, 4U 

NonpBrtunuMl: 

«.(■• 

l.m 

Total 

305,010 

222,068 

280,  MS 

The  soap  classed  as  "  perfumed  "  in  the  customs  statistics  includes 
all  brands  that  have  any  artificial  odor.  This  includes,  of  course,  all 
kinds  of  European  hand  and  toilet  soap.  The  so-called  transparent 
soap  includes  glycerin  soaps,  with  or  without  the  addition  of  alcdud 
or  sugar.  All  "perfumed"  soaps  are  given  a  customs  valuation  of 
320  francs  per  100  kilos  (about  28  cents  a  pound).  They  are  gener- 
ally sold  at  retail  in  boxes  of  three  hand  cakes  for  1  to  3  piasters 
(about  50  cents  to  $1.50  United  States  currency)  per  box. 

Sources  of  Imported  Soap. 

Before  the  war  most  of  this  soap  was  of  French  origin  and  came 
directly  from  France.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  however,  most 
of  this  soap  has  been  of  English  origin  and  has  been  imported  from 
Hongkong  and  Singapore.  American  soap  exporters  may  be  able  to 
compete  m  this  trade.  England  has  the  advantage  of  direct  trade 
connections  with  Hongkong  and  Singapore  and  of  the  minimum 
tariff  rates,  while  the  United  States  pays  the  maximum  rates  on 
"  perfumed  "  soaps.  At  present  America's  share  in  the  annual  soap 
trade  of  Indo-China  is  limited  to  a  few  hundred  dollars'  worth  of 
shaving  soap. 

Nonperfumed  soap  includes  soaps  made  of  vegetable  oils,  animal 
fats,  and  other  substances,  without  the  addition  of  perfumery  of  any 
kino.  The  customs  make  two  distinctions  in  this  kind  of  soap. 
Washing  soap  in  double  bars,  of  the  grade  of  our  "  Ivory  "  and  simi- 
lar soaps,  is  given  an  estimated  value  of  60  francs  per  100  kilos 
(about  5  cents  a  pound),  while  coarse  washing  soap  of  the  "Mar- 
seille" variety  is  estimated  at  20  francs  per  100  kilos  (less  than  2 
cents  a  pound) .  Most  of  this  soap  comes  from  France  or  is  manu- 
factured by  the  local  factories.  Although  on  "  nonperfumed  soaps  " 
the  United  States  is  entitled  to  the  same  tariff  rates  as  England  and 
other  foreign  competitors,  there  is  little  prospect  of  being  able  to 
get  any  part  of  this  trade. 
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■uaf  aetnie  vt  Soap  In  iBdo-CUiuL 

The  importance  of  this  market  attracted  the  attention  of  business 
men  at  Saigon  and  Haifong,  and  about  10  years  ago  soap  factories 
were  established  in  these  ports  to  exploit  the  vegetable  oils  that  form 
an  important  product  of  Indo-China.  The  Saigon  plant  produces 
annually  about  200  tons  of  liquid  tar  soap  and  coarse  white  "  Mar- 
seille "  soap,  which  is  sold  in  large  cubes  for  about  1  franc  per  kilo. 
This  factory  also  produces  carboUneum,  paints,  varnishes,  and  many 
kinds  of  vegetable  oils.  In  the  manufacture  of  this  soap  all  kinds 
of  vegetable  oils  are  used,  but  the  principal  ones  are  coconut  and 
peanut  oils,  of  which  about  60  and  40  tons,  respectively,  are  con- 
sumed each  year.  The  value  of  the  yearly  product  amounts  to  over 
^,000. 

The  Haifong  factory  was  rebuilt  and  installed  with  modem 
machinery  in  1910,  but  the  venture  was  not  profitable,  and  after  a 
few  years  was  sold  to  a  company  with  a  capital  stock  of  800,000 
francs  (about  $160,000).  During  the  first  two  years  under  the  new 
management  the  plant  producea  about  600  tons  of  soap  per  year. 
This  amount  was  increased  to  1,200  tons  in  1915,  and  the  indications 
for  1916  are  for  a  production  of  lj500  tons.  The  market  value  of  the 
soap  manufactured  by  this  plant  m  1915  was  over  $180,000,  and  that 
of  the  by-products  was  over  $20,000.  Connected  with  the  plant  is  a 
factory  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  boxes  from  local  paper  and 
another  for  the  manufacture  of  soap  boxes  from  native  lumber  from 
the  sawmill  at  Ben-thuy  in  northern  Annam.  The  entire  plant  gives 
employment  to  4  Europeans  and  about  100  Annamites,  mainly  women 
and  children.  The  machinery  is  French,  except  that  of  the  paper- 
box  factory,  which  is  Grerman.  The  motive  power  is  steam,  and  the 
fuel  used  is  Hongay  coaL 
Baw  Katerials  XTsed. 

The  raw  material  used  by  the  Haifong  plant  in  1915  consisted 
of  the  following  items:  120  tons  of  peanut  oil  from  Quinhon  in 
southern  Annam  and  Fort  Bayard  in  the  peninsula  of  Kwang-Chow ; 
100  tons  of  coconut  oil  manufactured  from  copra  imported  from 
Quinhon  and  Saigon;  50  tons  of  cottonseed  oil  from  the  cotton 
mill  at  Khsach-Kandal  in  Cambodia;  50  tons  of  garcinia  oil  from 
Tonkin;  20  tons  of  camelia  oil  from  Tonkin;  20  tons  of  sesame  oil 
from  Tonkin;  100  tons  of  animal  tallow  from  Tonkin  and  tree 
taUow  from  Hankow,  China ;  120  tons  of  caustic  soda  from  England 
and  France;  and  20  tons  of  potash  of  German  and  English  origin. 
The  potash  was  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soft  soap,  but  this  branch 
of  the  industry  has  been  practically  discontinued  since  the  beginning 
of  the  war  because  of  the  cheapness  of  the  product  and  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  potash.  An  attempt  was  made  a  year  ago  to  use  Manila 
copra,  but  it  was  found  too  expensive  and  the  cheaper  native  product 
was  substituted. 

The  product  of  this  Haifong  factory  includes  soap  of  all  grades 
from  large  cubes  of  "MarseiUe"  washing  soap,  which  retail  for 
about  1  franc  20  centimes  per  kilo,  to  a  fair  perfumed  toilet  soap, 
which  sells  for  about  a  piaster  per  box  of  three  cakes.  Most  of  the 
soap  produced  by  this  factory  is  of  the  cheaper  grades.  Because  of 
the  cheapness  of  native  labor  (5  to  25  cents  per  day,  United  States 
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currency)  and  the  abundance  and  cheai)ness  of  raw  materials,  it  is 
difficult  to  compete  with  this  factory  in  the  local  market  in  the 
grades  of  soap  which  it  produces, 
^-f rodncts  of  Soap  Hannfactore. 

Both  the  Haifong  and  Saigon  soap  factories  have  several  inter- 
esting by-products.  The  most  important  by-product  of  the  Haifong 
factory  is  lye.  About  CO  metric  tons  of  the  product,  valued  at  some 
$8,000,  were  sent  to  France  during  1915  to  be  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  glycerin  for  explosives;  but  high  freight  rates  are  now  di- 
verting this  product  to  Japan.  About  $i,000  worth  of  floor  wax 
and  furniture  polish  was  sold  locally,  and  some  250  tons  of  oil 
cakes  from  the  residue  of  copra  and  other  nuts  were  disposed  of  as 
stock  food  or  fertilizer  at  a  price  of  about  $2,500.  An  interesting 
adjunct  to  this  trade  is  the  manufacture  of  resin  and  turpentine 
from  pitch  obtained  from  Yen-lap  in  northern  Tonkin.  About  25 
tons  of  turpentine,  valued  at  $6,000,  were  sold  in  Tonkin  or  shipped 
to  Saigon ;  while  some  50  tons  of  resin,  valued  at  $3,000,  were  con- 
sumed by  the  paper  mills  of  Dapcau  in  Tonkin  and  Shanghai, 
China. 

The  value  of  the  paint,  varnish,  carbolineum,  and  vegetable  oils 
manufactured  by  the  Saigon  factory  during  1915  represented  nearly 
half  the  value  of  the  entire  output  of  this  factory. 

ExporUtioii  of  Soap. 

Haifong  soap  finds  a  ready  sale  in  Indo-China,  and  is  exported 
to  Yimnan  and  other  parts  o^  China,  to  Hongkong,  Singapore,  and 
other  neighboring  ports.  An  attempt  is  now  being  made  to  intro- 
duce this  soap  into  Manila.  The  war  has  had  the  effect  of  dimin- 
ishing European  competition  in  the  Orient  and  of  increasing  the 
local  sales  and  extending  the  foreign  market  of  the  Haifong  fac- 
tory. This  was  doubly  fortunate  for  this  factory,  for  the  present 
management  has  greatly  improved  the  quality  of  the  product  and 
will  probably  be  able  to  hold  the  trade  thus  gained.  There  is  little 
hope  of  successful  competition  against  this  firm  in  Tonkin,  or  even 
in  Saigon,  in  the  cheaper  grades  of  soap. 


SHOBTAOE  OF  CABBONIC-ACID  GAS  IN  HOlTeEOirO. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Carlcton,  Hongkong,  British  China,  June  8.] 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  present  European  war  practically  all 
of  the  carbonic  acid  gas  used  in  Hongkong,  other  than  that  produced 
locally  by  a  manufacturer  of  aerated  waters,  was  imported  from 
Germany,  and  since  then  dealers  have  fortunately  been  able  to  re- 
plenish their  stocks  from  Manila.  This  latter  source,  however,  has 
temporarily  failed,  and  many  inquiries  for  American  gas  are  now 
being  received  by  the  Hongkong  consulate  general.  The  local  demand 
approximates  100  cylinders  a  year — a  trade  not  large  in  itself,  but 
important  as  opening  up  another  line  of  American  products  in 
Hongkong. 

[The  names  of  two  Hongkong  osers  of  carboolc  acid  gaa  may  be  bad  upoa 
an>Ucatlon  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  it8  district 
olBces.    AA  for  file  No.  78275.] 
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WAGES  ASD  VXSEABCR  IS  BBITI8H  TEXTILE  DiDTTSTBT. 

The  card-room  operatives  in  cotton-waste  spinning  mills  have  been 
granted  an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  which  is  5  per  cent  more  than 
was  awarded  to  cotton  operatives  by  Sir  George  Askwith.  This  is 
dae,  the  Textile  Mercury,  of  Manchester,  England,  says,  to  the  differ- 
eat  conditions  of  work  and  pay.  The  agreement  was  reached  in 
Manchester  at  a  joint  conference  of  representatives  of  the  Card  Room 
Amalgamation  and  the  Cotton  Waste  Spinners'  and  Manufacturers' 
Association.  It  carried  with  it  an  arrangement  that,  in  future, 
advances  or  reductions  should  follow  upon  those  decided  by  the  Fed- 
eration of  Master  Cotton  Spinners  in  conjunction  with  the  Card- 
room  Amalgamation. 

The  agreement  may  be  terminated  by  either  side  by  giving  three 
months'  notice. 

lev  School  of  Xeseareh  at  Hnddenfleld. 

Additional  facilities  for  the  training  of  industrial  chemists  are 
provided  in  a  new  department  for  specialized  study  and  research  in 
coal-tar  color  chemistry,  established  by  the  governors  of  the  Hud- 
ders&eld  Technical  College,  with  the  approval  of  the  Huddersfield 
town  council.  The  department  has  been  placed  under  the  direction 
of  an  expert,  who  has  been  carrying  out  a  series  of  important  inves- 
tigations on  colors  and  plant  pigments. 

The  Textile  Mercury  states  that  work  will  begin  in  September 
and  the  department  will  provide  advanced  teaching  in  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  production  of  dyestuffs,  colors,  and  allied  substances. 
Facilities  will  be  offered  for  research  of  all  kinds  relating  to  the 
diemistry  of  coloring  matters,  and  the  department  will  be  conducted 
in  close  connection  with  the  existing  departments  of  chemistry  and 
dyeing. 

In  addition  to  day  classes  for  students  able  to  devote  the  whole  of 
their  time  to  such  work,  special  attention  will  be  given  to  the  train- 
ing in  part-time  day  and  evening  classes  of  youths  and  men  already 
en^ged  in  the  industry. 

The  directors  of  British  Dyes  (Ltd.)  are  supporting  the  plan,  and 
the  Mercury  states  that  they  are  prepared  to  contribute  substantially 
toward  the  project.  At  Leeds  University  there  is  already  a  depart- 
ment of  color  chemistry  and  dyeing,  the  endowment  of  which  was 
provided  by  the  Clothworkers'  Company. 


COUKEBCIAL  FAIB  IN  BOBDEATJX. 

Consul  George  A.  Bucklin  has  forwarded  copies  of  the  official 
prospectus  of  uie  commercial  fair  that  is  to  be  held  in  Bordeaux, 
France,  from  September  5  to  20.  The  booklet,  which  is  printed  in 
French,  may  be  mspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  78363. 
These  offices  will  also  furnish,  upon  request,  under  the  same  file 
number,  copies  of  blanks  to  be  used  by  intending  exhibitors  in  mak- 
ing application  for  space  at  the  fair.  Previous  notice  of  the  Bor- 
deau  Commercial  Fair  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  on 
April  27  and  June  26,  1916. 
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THE  EMBABOO  AND  AXTSTBAIIA'S  WOOL  SALES. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Pfailip  B.  Kenned;,  Uelboame,  June  IC] 

At  the  so-called  "  off-season  "  wool  sales  which  were  held  in  Sydney 
during  the  week  ending  June  17  and  in  Melbourne  during  the  weet 
ending  June  24  an  export  embargo  was  enforced  against  shipment  to 
countries  other  than  Great  Britain  and  its  allies.  Although  the 
principal  wool  sales  begin  in  Septemberj  the  off-season  sales  are  of 
some  importance,  particularly  tJiis  year,  smce  many  of  the  consuming 
countries  found  themselves  short  of  stocks. 

The  United  States  need  feel  little  grievance  for  the  present  at  being 
excluded  from  these  sales,  since  more  wool  has  beien  secured  for 
American  account  during  the  current  fiscal  year  than  ever  before. 
Through  arrangement  with  the  Textile  Alliance,  wool  which  has 
been  shipped  to  the  United  States  has  been  guaranteed  against  re- 
export to  enemy  countries.  Eaw  wool  exported  to  the  United  States 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1915,  according  to  the  official 
returns,  approximated  66,000,000  pounds.  This  constituted  about 
13  per  cent  of  the  wool  exported  from  the  Commonwealth.  Although 
ofiicial  figures  are  not  yet  available  for  the  current  year,  statistics 
compiled  by  the  wool  trade  show  the  taking  of  the  United  States 
has  vastly  increased.  Dalgety  &  Co.  estimate  that  Australia  ex- 
ported for  the  11  months  ending  May  31,  1916,  1,536,881  bales 
of  wool.  (Bales  average  about  325  pounds.)  Of  this  amount  over 
500,000  bales  is  said  to  have  been  purchased  for  the  United  States. 
This  means  that  the  proportion  secured  by  the  United  States  has 
increased  from  13  per  cent  to  33  per  cent,  in  spite  of  restrictions 
imposed. 
Ofl-Season  Sales  la^ortant. 

When  the  off-season  wool  sales  were  announced  an  embai^  was, 
as  stated,  declared  against  shipment  to  ports  outside  the  Empire. 
The  shortage  of  wool  in  London  and  Bradford  was  given  as  the 
reason.  This  embargo  was  later  modified  so  as  to  allow  shipments 
to  allied  countries,  since  strong  protests  were  received  from  Russia, 
France,  Japan,  and  Italy. 

The  Brisbane  sale,  which  is  the  principal  off-season  sale,  was  post- 
poned until  this  question  was  settled.  The  exclusion  of  foreign 
buyers  caused  alarm  because  resulting  lower  prices  were  expected. 
Finally  the  Brisbane  wools,  which  had  already  been  inspected  by 
buyers,  were  put  up  at  the  Sydney  sale. 

Because  of  the  shortage  of  raw  wool  at  this  time  high  prices  were 
realized.  Yorkshire,  French,  and  Japanese  buyers  were  particularly 
in  evidence.  Fresh  records  were  made  for  greasy  wools.  Scoured 
brought  up  to  $0.47  a  pound,  and  scoured  merino  brought  up  to 
$0.84. 
Belasatlott  of  Emljargo  Highly  Desirable. 

Local  representatives  of  the  Textile  Alliance  and  local  wool  firms 
which  sell  to  American  buyers  are  hopeful  that  the  embargo  against 
neutral  countries  will  be  relaxed  when  the  demands  of  the  allied 
countries  are  somewhat  satisfied.  American  buyers  are  always  wel- 
comed in  Australia  because  their  competition  holds  up  prices.  No 
official  prediction  concerning  the  duration  of  the  embargo  js^pos- 
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sible  in  Australia  because  the  policy  is  largely  determined  by  in- 
structions from  the  Imperial  Government. 

It  is  very  desirable  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  United  States  that 
this  embargo  be  raised  before  the  principal  wool  sales  start  in  Sep- 
tember. This  is  of  concern  to  American  purchasers  of  raw  wool.  It 
also  is  an  important  factor  in  the  shipping  situation,  because  an  ab- 
sence of  return  freights  to  the  Uniteid  States  would  either  increase 
frei^t  rates  to  Australia  or  cause  vessels  to  be  taken  off  the  ro^te.  It 
is  finally  important  in  reference  to  the  exchange  situation,  particu- 
larly if  we  desire  to  inaugurate  more  satisfactory  dollar  exchange. 
Since  there  is  an  embargo  against  the  export  of  gold  from  Australia, 
a  fairly  even  balance  of  imports  and  exports  oetween  the  United 
States  and  Australia  is  necessary  if  settlements  are  to  be  arranged 
without  constant  dependence  upon  London. 


coaonnncATioNS  to  bubeatt's  field  aoehts. 

From  time  to  time  reports  from  the  traveling  field  agents  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  foreign  countries  are 
published  in  CIomscebce  Kepobts  calling  attention  to  promising  new 
openings  for  American  goods.  American  firms  are  naturally  anxious 
to  take  advantage  of  these  opportunities,  and  many  firms  accordingly 
write  at  once  to  the  agent  making  the  report  either  asking  him  for 
additional  information  or  reauesting  him  to  call  the  attention  of 
foreign  buyers  to  their  particular  line. 

These  agents  of  the  Bureau  are  traveling  from  place  to  place,  and 
as  a  rule  they  have  about  finished  their  work  in  a  foreign  city  by 
the  time  a  report  written  in  that  city  is  published  in  Commerce 
Reports.  They  are  accordingly  not  in  a  position  to  give  much  fur- 
ther information  or  other  assistance  to  inquirers  with  regard  to  the 
trade  openings  of  that  particular  locality.  The  agents  endeavor  to 
cover  each  subject  fully  in  each  report,  but  if  American  firms  need 
more  information  to  enable  them  to  get  in  touch  with  the  foreign 
market  it  is  advisable  first  to  write  U>  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  which  may  have  the  desired  data  in  its  files. 
If  the  information  is  not  on  file  here  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to 
obtain  it  will  be  taken. 

As  the  agents  are  traveling  from  place  to  place,  letters  addressed 
to  them  often  do  not  reach  them  for  some  time.  Instances  have  been 
known  where  a  letter  did  not  reach  an  agent  until  six  months  after 
it  was  written. 

DUTCH  USHEKUEV  BEAPINO  BIO  BETUBNS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  The  Ilagae,  June  24.] 

Herring  fisheries  here  are  becoming  more  and  more  profitable. 
Dutch  fi^ermen  are  now  working  in  the  North  Sea  as  far  north  as 
Norway  and  making  enormous  catches.  One  boat,  it  is  reported, 
brought  in  a  sufficient  c[uantity  of  the  fish  to  yield  $14,000. 

FiSiermen  from  belligerent  countries  are  now  out  ox  the  competi- 
Uoa,  and  this  makes  the  work  easier  for  Dutch  fishermen,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  prices  offered  for  fish  for  Germany  are  about  10 
times  the  normal  figure. 
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SFAinSH  BUDaST  ESTDCATES  FOS  1917. 

(L'ficonomlste  Earopten,  June  23.] 

The  Spanisli  Minister  of  Finance  has  presented  to  the  Cortes  the 
proposed  budget  for  1917  as  follows: 


It«ms. 

1916 

1917 

Items. 

»1« 

U17 

BECEIPTS. 
Direct  taxes 

$98,115,000 
70, 675, COO 
61,316,000 
10,943,000 

198,457,000 
80,634,000 
61,8S3,0Q0 
10,623,000 

EXPENOnTBES. 

Public  debt  andCnmn 
expenses 

tries 

199,118,000 
183.970,000 

Ifonopolies 

other 

178,307,000 

Total 

Total 

241,049,000 

251,597,009 

283,088,000 

279,397,000 

SeScit 

42,039,000 

27,900,000 

In  making  these  estimates  the  ministry  has  shown  a  determination 
to  economize.  It  has  reduced  by  $5,597,000  certain  ministerial  ex- 
penses ;  the  additional  $1,972,000  in  the  Crown  and  debt  expenses  is 
due  to  the  increase  in  the  debt.  The  budget  for  .1917  presents  an 
improvement  over  that  for  the  preceding  year  in  that  the  probable 
deficit  is  decreased  by  $14,239,000. 


GOVERNMENT  FTTBIICATIONS  FOE  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing 
Office,  during  the  week  ended  July  15 : 

Lumber  Markets  of  the  West  and  North  Coasts  of  South  America  (Special 
Agents  Series  117). — ^Lumber-trade  directory  and  otber  details  of  forest  condi- 
tions In  Chile,  Peru,  Ecuador,  Ckilombia,  Venezuela,  Trinidad,  and  Curacao,  of 
special  interest  to  lumber  producers  and  exporters.    Price,  25  cents. 

Russia,  a  Handbook  of  Commercial  and  Industrial  Conditions  (Special  Con- 
sular Reports  61). — General  description  of  the  economic  situation  in  Russia, 
of  practical  value  to  those  Interested  In  Us  trade,  Industries,  and  general  devel- 
opment, with  map.    Price,  50  cents. 

Regulations  of  Elcctrotyping  Solutions  (Standards  Circular  52,  2d  edition). — 
A  study  of  the  problems  of  electrotyplng,  especially  those  relating  to  operation 
of  electrotyplng  baths.    Price,  10  cents. 

Teehnical  Control  of  Colloidal  Matter  of  Clays  (Standards  Bureau  Techno- 
logic Paper  23). — Scientific  study  of  the  chemistry  of  colloids,  of  interest 
to  manufacturers  of  cloy  and  other  earthen  wares.    Price,  15  cents. 


BEOPENINO  OF  SPANISH  IBON  FOirNSBT. 

iConsnl  PerclTal  Gassett,  Malaga,  June  3.] 

Los  Altos  Hornos  de  Andalucia,  an  iron  and  steel  foundry  in 
Malaga  which,  two  decades  ago,  was  one  of  the  principal  industrial 
establishments  of  this  district,  but  which  failed  a  few  years  ago  and 
has  since  been  closed,  was  reorganized  last  year  with  Belgian  and 
French  capital  under  the  name  of  La  Sociedad  Metalurgica  y  Minera 
de  Malaga,  and  was  formally  opened  on  April  30, 1916.  The  capacity 
of  the  foundry  is  about  150  tons  of  iron  and  50  of  steel  a  day,  or  a 
combined  output  of  some  75,000  tons  a  year.  At  present,  however, 
production  will  be  kept  down  to  45,000  tons,  15,000  tons  of  which 
must  be  sold  in  Spain.  The  remaining  80,000  tons  wiU  probably  be 
sent  to  France.    The  necessary  coal  wul  be  obtained  tcom  lE^gland. 
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mOE  FKECES  07  MEDICAL  FSEPABATIONS  HT  AZORES. 

[Consul  William  Budel,  St.  HlchaerB,  June  17.] 

The  administration  of  the  City  Hospital  at  Ponta  Delgada,  in  a 
recent  circular,  calls  the  attention  of  the  public  at  large  to  the  diffi- 
cnlty  under  which  it  is  laboring  on  account  of  the  sharp  advance, 
cauaed  by  the  war,  in  prices  of  everythinjg  pertaining  to  the  proper 
conduct  of  such  an  institution.  It  submits  the  following  compara- 
tive statement  of  prices  (per  kilo,  or  2.2046  avoirdupois  pounds) 
for  various  medical  preparations  used  daily  at  the  hospital : 


Artldts. 


Vonan 

Pnseot 

price. 

price. 

tO.64 

U.78 

.OB 

.28 

.66 

.56 

2.33 

S6.60 

2.78 

22.00 

.85 

64.00 

.« 

laoo 

.58 

10.00 

.88 

10.00 

.02 

.16 

8>.00 

ISO.  00 

.37 

1.83  1 

Articles. 


Prawnt 
prio*. 


(artcidd 

Bodoaeid. 

AbaoctxDt  eotton . 


tipyrme 

Bentmaphthot 

Bieoid*  of  ammonia. , 

Bnralde  of  potash 

Btanldsof  soda 

Chloride  of  lime 

Codeine 

camphor 


Hrdrochlotata  of  morphine. 

Chloroform 

Bnlphnrle  etber 

Abaorbeot  gaQie  (44  yards). 

Iodide  of  potash 

Iodine : 

Permanganate  of  potash 

Theobromine 

Veronal 

Vaaeline 

Subnitrsteof  bismath 


n78.00 
15.00 
16.00 

1.45 

9.46 
10.00 

2.60 

33.00 

45.00 

.45 

8.80 


Besides  the  augmentation  in  the  prices  of  all  these  preparations, 
the  administrators  of  the  hospital  report  that  linen,  bedding,  and 
o&er  supplies  have  risen  in  price  from  50  to  100  per  cent.  Ice,  of 
which  they  require  quite  large  ^piantities,  has  gone  up  in  price  since 
Jone  1  fmu  27  to  45  cents  a  kilo;  brown  coaf  costs  now  $25  a  ton. 
iWhile  the  expenses  for  the  conduct  of  the  hospital  are  tremendously 
increased,  the  demand  made  upon  this  institution  by  the  poor  of  this 
city  has  more  than  doubled. 


CXnULAST  SHXFMENTS  FROM  WESTERH  OBEECK 

[Vice  Consul  George  P.  Waller,  Jr.,  Patrns,  June  9.] 

Owing  to  the  cool  and  wet  weather  in  western  Greece,  some  people 
have  perhaps  discounted  to  a  degree  hardly  justified  the  prospects  of 
this  year's  currant  crop.  While  there  was  some  time  ago  reason  to 
fear  much  damage  from  the  philoxera,  the  vigorous  measures  applied 
in  time  eliminated  for  the  present  the  danger. 

The  total  crop  produced  for  the  period  ended  May  31,  1916,  was 
138,600  tons.  Of  this  amount  the  exports  have  totaled  95^65  tons 
and  33,300  tons  have  been  set  aside  in  order  to  uphold  the  price,  leav- 
iflgon  hand  10,055  tons  as  yet  not  exported. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  up  to  May  31, 1916, 
were  11,710  tons,  against  13,225  tons  for  the  same  date  in  1915 ;  to 
GtHit  Britain,  67,900  tons,  against  66,365  tons;  to  France,  3,095  tons, 
against  315  tons ;  and  to  AuS;ralia,  700  tons,  against  460  tons. 


A  list  of  educational  institutions  in  Brazil  has  been  forwarded 
frwn  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk  and 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices.    Kefer  to  file  No.  76928. 
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BE8T0BATI0H  OF  SOHINIOV  PABUAHEHT  ^TTILDIHGS. 

I  Consul  General  John  U.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  Jaly  10.] 

The  Dominion  Government  has  made  an  arrangement  with  the 
Peter  Lyall  Construction  Co.  for  the  restoration  or  the  Parliament 
buildings  which  were  burned  last  February.  The  work  of  clearing 
away  the  debris  preparatory  to  reconstruction  is  now  proceeding 
rapidly,  and  over  1,200  men  are  engaged  upon  the  work.  An  extra 
story  will  be  added  to  the  building  and  the  tower  will  be  made  much 
higher  and  modeled  more  nearly  like  that  at  Westminster. 

It  is  assumed  that  it  will  probably  take  at  least  two  years  to  com- 
plete the  work,  and  the  cost  is  limited  to  $5,000,000. 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  work  for  the  inside  of  the  building, 
such  as  the  construction  of  the  legislative  chambers,  the  plumbing, 
heating,  painting,  and  decorating,  will  be  open  to  competitive  bids. 
The  arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of  joint  committee  of  Parliament 
representing  both  houses. 


CBOP  PEOSFECTS  IN  EOLLAIID. 

[Consul  I-'rank  W.  Mubin,  Amsterdam,  June  15.] 

According  to  the  latest  reports,  the  prospects  for  crops  are,  on  the 
whole,  fairly  good  in  the  Amsterdam  consular  district,  which  com- 
prises the  Provinces  of  North  Holland,  Utrecht,  Gelderland,  Overys- 
sel,  Drenthe,  Friesland,  and  Groningen. 

With  100  as  the  maximum,  the  crops  are  now  ranked  as  follows: 
■\Vlieat,  69.6;  rye,  62.4;  barley,  68.9,'  oats,  69.6;  potatoes,  66.9;  sugar 
beets,  68.9;  other  vegetables  range  from  60  to  70.  Clover  and  hay 
laiids  have  the  highest  marks — from  80  to  87.  As  67  represents  an 
average  crop,  present  prospects  indicate  yields  somewhat  above  the 
average. 

The  outlook  for  fruit  is  not  good,  in  comparison  with  the  great 
yields  last  year.  The  prospect  is  better  for  apples  than  for  pears. 
Apples  are  fairly  good;  pears,  moderate.  The  strawberry  crop  is 
excellent,  and  the  usual  large  quantity  will  be  available  for  export. 


COTTON  EXPOBTS. 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  July  15,  1916,  at  the 
12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  as  follows: 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Philadelphia 

San  Fiaiiolsoo 

7,453 

3.410 

8,086 

23,408 

l>,t35 

Uarylond    .... 

Virginia 

Total 

New  York 

21,6«0 
10,009 

W,<S5 

The  export  of  99,955  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  mak^ 
the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approximatelv  5,827,073  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  44,723  bales  for  the  week  and  8,395,316  bales  in  the 
cotton  year. 
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AMEBICAir  COHSrnJUt  0F7ICESS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  g;lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Noma. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Addres.'i 

WntOeornN 

Ang.  IS 
Aug.  10 
Sept.    6 
Aug.    5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 

Cookt,A.  B 

Patraa,  (freace 

Huddcrs&eld,  England 

Tim  tain,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

Breslau,  Qwmany 

Nagasald,  Japan . . 

Kingston,  Jamaica ... . 

Cbetbo,  Cblna 

121  West  Cluu-lolte  Street,  Norlolk,  Va. 

BdKF.D 

Lunenburg,  Vt. 
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Department  of  Stat«,Waahlngton,D.C, 

EARNINGS  or  KXTSSIAN  EAUEOADS. 

[Bosoian-Amerlotn  Journal  of  Commerce,  July.] 

According  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  the  earnings  of  the  Russian 
railroads  for  the  calendar  year  1915  totaled  1,555,223,507  rubles 
($800,940,106  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble), 
an  excess  of  85,627,685  rubles  ($44,098,258)  over  1914.  The  earnings 
of  the  Qovemment  lines  alone  amounted  to  790,238,566  rubles 
($406,972,861).  The  number  of  passengers  carried  in  1915  was 
227^96,427,  as  compared  with  241,073,661  in  1914.  Freight  carried 
daring  the  year  totaled  13,376,315  poods  (241,528  short  tons),  about 
500,000  poods  (9,000  tons)  less  than  in  1914. 


SHIPPING  CASf  £TS  AND  SUGS  TO  CHILE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Harena,  Santiago,  June  14.] 

In  shipping  carpets  and  rugs  to  Chile  the  best  way  undoubtedly 
is  to  pack  several  m  one  bundle — making  a  package  weighing  up  to 
400  or  500  pounds — and  carefully  protect  them  with  wrappings  of 
heavy  paper  and  burlap  to  avoid  damage  from  sea  water.  To  wrap 
each  carpet  or  rug  separately  in  paper  alone  not  only  makes  the 
likelihood  of  damage  en  route  much  greater,  but  also  entails  con- 
aderable  unnecessary  expense  for  the  importer  through  extra  fees 
for  the  larger  number  of  packages  handled. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

lev  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
latioaal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Pest  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
ffibenla  Bank  Building;  San  Xtanclsoo,  307  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Heaiy  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
aeree;  CUieinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  7rt.  Agt.,  C.  H.  0.  &  T.  F. 
Ky.  Co.,  (Uaefanati;  los  Angeles,'  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
aeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  OhattaBoega,  Tenx. 
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FOUPON  TRADE  OFFOBTirRITIES. 

ReKerved  addrcssrs  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  dl>trlet  oflec>. 

for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnaity  aaail 

.   The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  rntlngs  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  talten  In  all  cases. 

Shoe  tackn.  No.  21857. — A  boot  and  shoe  manufacturer  in  Italy  Informs  an 
Auicric-nn  consular  officer  that  he  is  in  the  marlcet  for  shoe  tacks,  similar 
to  siiiuples  whicli  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  78039.)  Taclcs  should  be  pacljetl  in  boxes  of  500  grams, 
but  luay  be  in  Ij-ounce  boxes,  and  prices  should  l>e  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Qenoa, 
if  possible.    Correspondence  preferably  in  Italian. 

Machinery,  No.  21858. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  the 
director  of  agriculture  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  in  Africa  desires 
to  receive  full  Information  on  machinery  for  treating  flax ;  for  harvesting, 
shelling,  and  hulling  ]x<anuts;  for  thrasliing  and  treating  sunflower  seed; 
for  extracting  tapioca  from  cassava;  for  the  utilization  of  sweet  iwtntoes; 
for  hulling  and  shelling  castor  oil  beans;  for  removing  the  fiber  from 
hemp  (hibiscus)  and  on  corn  (mealle)  sliredders.  The  liiformatlou  Is 
desired  for  small  machines  for  individual  use,  as  well  as  for  large  machines 
for  cooperative  use  on  large  estates. 

Plated  jewelry,  No.  21859. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Central  America 
reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  of  plated  jewelry  of  all  kinds,  imitation  stones, 
etc.    Cash  will  be  paid. 

Portable  houses,  cement,  etc.,  No.  21860. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  in  France  reijorts.  that  a  man  In  that  country 
is  interested  in  the  lm|K>rtation  of  iiortable  houses,  cement,  and  materinls 
for  the  construction  of  garages,  etc.  Catalogues  and  prices,  etc.,  are  de- 
sired. 

Agency,  No.  21861. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  \^-rltes  that  a  man 
in  touch  with  the  wholesale  trade  In  that  country  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  on  a  commission  basis.  No  par- 
ticular line  is  specified. 

Dried  fruits.  No.  21862. — A  man  in  Spain  informs  on  American  consular  officer 
of  his  desire  to  get  in  touch  with  American  importers  of  dried  fmits. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish: 

Druggists'  sutidries,  etc..  No.  21863. — .\n  American  consular  officer  In  Canada 
reiwrts  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placetl  In  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  druggists'  sundries,  toys,  nov- 
elties, etc.    References. 

Textiles,  etc..  No.  21864. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United  King- 
dom reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  securing  an  agency 
for  textiles,  and  of  importing  various  kinds  of  dry  goods.    Reference. 

Silver  paper,  No.  21865. — A  firm  in  Soutli  Africa  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  of  Its  desire  to  receive  quotations  on  silver  paper.  Samples 
of  tlie  paper,  together  with  further  information  as  to  sizes,  etc.,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
78222.) 

M'indmills  and  grinding  machines.  No.  2186C. — A  firm  in  the  United  States 
writes  the  Bureau  that  it  is  in  receipt  of  an  Inquiry  from  the  West  Indies 
regarding  windmills;  also  for  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  grinding 
machines  for  pulverizing  divi  divi  wood. 

Moving-picture  films,  No.  21867. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Austria- 
Uungary  writes  that  a  moving-picture  company  wishes  to  get  into  com- 
munication with  American  producers  of  moving-picture  films. 

Salts  for  nickeling,  etc..  No.  21868. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzer- 
land writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  the  salts  for  nickeling  or  c(^ 
pering  for  use  of  galvanoplastic  baths.    Correspondence  in  English. 

WASHIN-QIOX  :  OOTBBNUBNT  PBINSINO  OVTICI :  IM 
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BUBBEB  TRADE  OF  JAVA  AND  SUMATRA. 

[Consal  B.  S.  Ralrden,  Batavla,  Java.] 

The  United  States  bought  7,486,080  pounds  of  plantation  rubber 
from  Java  in  1915  and  maintained  for  the  whole  year  its  rank  as  the 
island's  best  customer,  which  it  had  won  in  the  January-June  half. 
[See  CoMMEECE  Refobts  for  Nov.  4,  1915.]  Great  Britain  was  sec- 
ond with  purchases  of  4,818,240  pounds,  and  the  NethtTlands  third 
with  2,885,120  pounds.  The  total  exports  for  the  year  were  96  per 
cent  larger  than  in  1914,  as  the  following  table  shows : 


Export  to  — 


1814 


1915 


Flcus. 


United  Statu 

Natberlaads 

Oieat  Britain 

Belgtun. 

Gennany 

Otter  parts   o( 


atnits 'Settlements 
Other  couitiles 


Total. 


Pomtit 
2,240 
44,800 
42,S«0 


6,720 
2,240 


Hevea. 


Pounds. 

434,560 
2,885,120 
4,014,088 

557,760 
80,640 

6,720 
230,720 


Cearaand 
CastUloa. 


Poundt. 


197,120 
71,680 


2,340 


2.246 


Total. 


Ficus. 


47,010 
64,960 


Pwndt.   Pounds. 

436,800 
3,127,040 
4,128,320, 

657,700 
82,880' 


6,720. 
239,680! 


Hevea. 


Poundt. 
7.472,640, 
2,804,480! 
4,e09,930: 


I  Cearaand 
I  CastUloa. 

r 


Pcundt. 
13,440 
33,600 
143,360 


2,240 


22,4031 

8,9«0j 


11,200'. 

l,010,24o{ 
452,480. 


11,20 


t8,560|  8,200,6001         273,28D|  S,581,440|  143,36016,360,960; 


TotaL 


found). 
7.486.0W 
2.885,120 
4,818,240 


11.203 

1,043,840 
461,449 


201,600 16,  lO),  923 


Exports  of  plantation  rubber  from  Belawan,  Deli  (Sumatra  East 
Coast),  in  1915  amounted  to  14,221,760  pounds,  a  figure  84  per  cent 
in  excess  of  the  total  for  1914.  Of  this  gain  4,007,360  pounds  can  be 
credited  to  the  United  States,  which  country  took  60  times  as  much 
Belawan  nibber  as  in  the  preceding  year,  and  5,134.080  pounds  to 
Great  Britain.  There  was  a  decline  of  3,364,480  pounds  in  the  .ship- 
ments to  the  Straits  Settlements.  The  distribution  of  the  year's 
cargoes  was: 


Exported  to- 

1914 

1915 

Exported  to— 

1914 

1915 

Catted  states 

Pouwb. 

67,200 

1, 155,840 

2,049,600 

11,200 

15,680 

Pound). 

4,074,560 
1,892,860 
7, 183,680 

Italy.. 

Pound). 

Poundt. 
22,400 

NaOwtods 

straits  Settlements 

Total 

4,412,800 

1,048,320 

Qnat  RrltAin 

7,712,320 

14,221,700 

Q«"Mn7 

4»4«'— 16 
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OHION  SEED  CHOP  FROSPEOTS  IH  CAHAKT  ISLAITDS. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  TtMrtOb,  Jtne  1«.] 

Onion  seed  constituted  one-fourth  of  all  exports  to  the  United 
States  from  the  Teneriffe  district  in  1915.  The  coining  crop,  which 
should  begin  to  move  next  month,  shows  a  decided  increase  in  the 
amount  of  choice,  expensive  wax  (or  white)  seed.  The  ordinary 
canary-yellow  onion  seed,  however,  has  sufifered  because  of  the  winter 
drought  and  shows  n  loss  estimated  at  40  to  50  per  cent.  The  red 
seed,  which  is  in  less  demand,  also  suffered  from  drou^t,  btit  to  a 
smaller  degree  than  the  yellow. 

Yellow  seed  will  consequcn'.ly  be  scarce,  and  there  may  be  difficulty 
in  filling  contracts  for  this  grade,  whUe  the  stock  of  "wax"  aeea 
will  be  in  excess  of  ordei-s. 
Contract  Prices  for  Onion  Seed — Transportation. 

The  average  contract  prices  are  reported  as  follows,  per  pound : 
Fancy  white  "wax,"  $1.50  to  $2:  yellow,  85  cents  (American  gold) ; 
and  red,  80  cents. 

The  stocks  of  onion  seed  last  year  were  fairly  cleaned  out,  so  that 
this  season  there  appears  to  be  less  probability  of  old  seed  being 
mixed  with  the  new.  Both  adiilteration  and  inferior  quality  or 
onion  seed  are  difficult  to  detect  until  after  sowing.  The  long-eat^- 
lished  firms  here,  however,  can  be  c.unted  on  to  allow  just  claims 
when  made  by  American  buyers,  especially  as  regards  damage  in 
transit. 

As  practically  all  onion-seed  contracts  to  the  United  States  are 
made  on  an  f.  o.  b.  basis  in  a  Canary  port,  the  higher  freights  of  this 
year  must  be  met  by  the  American  buyers.  Last  season  a  number  of 
complaints  of  bad  seed  were  caused  through  long  delays  in  trans- 
shipment via  England.  Owing  to  this  fact  the  Liverpool  route  has 
been  largely  abandoned  this  year,  according  to  statements,  made  by 
prominent  shippers. 

The  larger  percentage  of  the  crop  will  be  routed  via  Porto  Rico 
to  New  Orleans  or  via  Habana  to  New  York.  Freight  rates  are 
estimated  here  as  from  40  to  50  per  cent  higher  than  last  season, 
when  they  were  already  much  higher  than  before  the  war.  As  the 
bulk  of  the  crop  goes  to  southern  destinations,  the  Porto  Rico-New 
Orleans  route  should  prove  decidedly  cheaper  for  most  shipments. 

The  crop  is  slightly  earlier  than  last  year  and  first  shipments  are 
expected  to  be  made  by  July  15  and  should  extend  to  the  end  of 
August. 

Argentine  and  Cuban  buying  of  this  year's  crop  has  fallen  off  as 
compared  with  last  season.  Generally  speaking  prices  may  be  taken 
as  somewhat  lower  and  showing  a  tendency  to  weaknras  this  season. 
In  1915  there  were  more  orders  than  could  be  filled  and  prices 
stiffened  considerably.  It  seems  probable  that  the  values  of  Ameri- 
can purchases  will  show  more  or  less  of  a  decline. 

Onion  Seed  Cnltivation. 

A  statement  of  interest  to  American  onion-seed  growers  is  con- 
tained in  a  report  made  by  two  of  the  larger  dealers  growing  their 
own  seed,  to  the  effect  that  too  intense  a  selection  of  onion  seed  for 
the  points  of  size  and  color  shows  poor  results  ia  the  quantity  of  seed 
obtained  at  the  next  harvest. 
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The' so-called  "select"  stock,  when  used  for  rebreeding,  is  said  to 
produce  less  seed  than  the  more  ordinary  specimens.  In  other  words 
the  plants  producing  onions  less  distinctive  as  to  color  and  size  are 
claimed  to  be  "  hardier  "  and  to  produce  more  and  better  seed  of  their 
respective  classes.  This  will  perhaps  interest  American  specialists 
who  are  growing  onion  seed  for  the  trade. 


APFEOPBIATIONS  FOB  UGHTHOITSE  SEBVICE. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1916  (sundry  civil  act), 
makes  appropriations  for  special  works  in  the  Lighthouse  Service. 
These  works  were  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
3, 191.5,  no  funds  being  appropriated  by  Congress,  however,  at  that 
time.    The  several  items  are : 

A  light  at  or  near  Dog  Island  entrance  to  St.  Croix  River,  Me $3,  500 

Improveiuonts  at  Woods  Hole  Lighthouse  depot,  Mass 50, 000 

Improving  the  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  on  the 

Hudson  River,  N.  Y 100,000 

Improving  the  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  on  the 

Delaware  River,  Pa.  and  Del 80, 000 

Improving  ttie  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  on  the 

St.  Johns  Biver,  Fla.,  below  Jacksonville 66,000 

Additional  lighted  aids  for  Florida  reefs  and  repairs  and  improve- 
ments to  existing  aids 75, 000 

Improving  tbe  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  on  the 

Mississippi  River  below  New  Orleans 50,000 

Constructing  or  purchasing  and  equipping  a  small  tender  and  barge  for 

the  eighth  lighthouse  district,  Texas  and  Louisiana 20, 000 

Light  and  fog  signal  and  improving  the  present  aids  to  navigation  In 

Conneaut  Harbor,  Ohio 03,500 

Improving  the  aids  to  navigation  in  Toledo  Harbor,  Ohio 15,000 

Improving  the  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  in  the 

Fighting  Island  Channel,  Detroit  River,  Mich 25,000 

Light  and  fog  signal  station  at  or  near  Ketlett  Bluff,  Henry  Island, 

Wash.,  or  at  some  point  on  the  west  coast  of  San  Juan  Island,  Wash.  40, 000 
Improving  the  aids  to  navigation  at  or  near  the  entrance  to  CoquiUe 

River,   Oreg 6, 000 

Light  and  fog  signal  station  at  Point  Vincente,  Cal 80, 000 


BAILBOAB  ESTABLISHES  AOENCT  AT  HABANA. 

The  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  Railway  Co.  (Queen 
&  Crescent  Eoute)  has  established  an  agency  in  Habana,  Cuba,  with 
the  object  of  developing  trade  relations  between  that  country  and 
American  manufacturers  in  the  territory  that  is  served  by  the  rail- 
road and  to  enable  it  properly  to  attend  to  the  traffic  handled  by  its 
lines  to  and  from  Cuba.  A  commercial  agent  and  a  soliciting  agent 
are  stationed  at  Habana.  An  experienced  railroad  man  has  been 
selected  for  the  former  post. 

Officials  of  the  Queen  &  Crescent  Route  express  the  opinion  that 
there  is  a  great  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  in  Cuba, 
«nd  that  with  excellent  f aciLties  for  the  delivery  of  goods  they  should 
be  able  to  obtain  and  hold  permanently  a  large  share  of  this  trade. 
The  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  has  rail-and-water 
routes  via  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Key  West,  and  also  maintains 
the  all-rail  route  via  Key  West. 
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THE  MOTHSSOHl  TETE,  OSL  HAITIAF  W&ABKSaaCEOM. 

ISpecial  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

There  are  in  Haiti  probably  900,000  women  and  girls  over  10  years 
of  age,  and  at  least  895,000  of  them  wear  the  "mouchoir  tete,"  or 
headkerchief.  This  is  wound  around  the  head  bandanna  fashion. 
One  of  silk  or  a  mercerized  goods,  with  brocaded  figures  woven  in 
it  and  locally  called  "  foulard,"  is  usually  kept  for  Sundays  and 
special  occasions;  others  of  prints  or  calico  are  used  for  everyday 
wear. 

The  tastes  run  the  whole  gamut  of  colors.  Women  who  are  in 
mourning — and  the  practice  of  putting  on  mourning  for  deceased 
relati%-es  not  of  the  immediate  family  is  common — wear  solid  black, 
or  black  and  white,  or  black,  white,  and  blue  designs.  Black  is  a 
favorite  color  with  the  people  anyway.  Combinations  of  black  and 
red  are  well  liked,  also  stripes  in  blues  and  blacks  on  a  white  ground. 
Yellow  and  red,  black,  red,  and  yellow,  and  blue  and  white  checls 
called  "  madras,  are  very  popular,  particularly  yellows  and  blacks, 
or  a  combination  of  yellow,  black,  and  white,  and  various  other 
startling  color  schemes.  These  hues,  except  the  blacks,  do  not  appear 
to  be  very  "  fast "  colors,  and  it  has  been  suggested  by  a  dealer  that 
more  enduring  dyes  would  soon  find  favor  among  the  buyers,  par- 
ticularly if  some  distinguishing  mark  could  be  put  on  each  kerchief 
by  which  the  desired  brand  could  be  easily  distinguished. 

Supplied  by  Europe. 

The  favorite  size  is  30  by  30  inches,  after  a  hem  has  been  run  by 
the  purchaser.  The  silk  and  imitations  generally  come  ready  henunea, 
but  the  other  fabrics  usually  have  the  selvage  on  two  sides  and  must 
be  hemmed  on  the  other  two  where  cut  from  the  piece.  About  an  inch 
is  allowed  for  the  hem.  Solid  reds,  yellows,  orange,  purple,  and 
blacks,  brocaded,  are  the  favorites  among  the  silk  kerchiefs. 

Practically  the  entire  supply  of  these  kerchiefs  have  conoe  from 
Europe  for  many  years.  The  Manchester  district  supplies  the  bulk 
of  the  cottons,  while  the  others  come  in  the  main  from  Belfast.  ITie 
retail  prices  vary  from  the  equivalent  of  15  cents  gold  each  to  20 
cents  gold,  which  is  1  gourde  Haitian.  Very  few  seU  for  more  than 
a  gourde.    The  prices  to  dealers  range  from  $1.25  to  $2  a  dozen. 

A  full  line  of  these  samples  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  [and  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  and  its  district  offices  upon  asking  for  file  No.  967].  It 
would  seem  that  this  market  has  been  overlooked  by  American 
makers  of  fabrics. 

APFBOPBIATIOirS  FOB  BOAB  BITILDING  IN  BUSSIA. 

[Busalao-.^mcrlcaii  Journal  of  Commerce,  July.] 

The  Russian  Ministry  of  Transportation  has  recommended  to  the 
Council  of  Ministers  an  appropriation  of  6,000,000  rubles  ($3,090,009 
at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble)  to  isemstro  organi- 
zations for  the  construction,  improvement,  and  maintenance  of  cer- 
tain roads  and  highways. 
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coTTOH-anowma  possibilities  of  india. 

[Textile  Merctiry,  Moncbestrr,  England.] 

The  cotton-growing  possibilities  of  India  have  been  repeatedly 
shown,  but  have  never  been  fully  developed  beyond  the  stage  of  dem- 
onstration. The  area  under  cotton  is  immense — 25,000,000  acres  in 
1914,  or  two^thirds  of  the  whole  American  area — yet  the  crop  is 
barely  one-third  of  the  American.  This  very  low  average  yield,  only 
about  80  pounds  of  lint  per  acre,  is  the  first  point  at  which  improve- 
ment could  be  eflfected  by  better  methods  oi  cultivation  and  better 
seed  selection. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  Lancashire  that  the  quality  of  the 
bulk  of  the  Indian  crop  is  very  inferior  both  in  staple  and  condition, 
but  it  is  not  so  weU  known  here  that  this  inferiority  could  easily  be 
removed.  That  India  can  grow  good  cotton  of  about  inch  staple  and 
equal  to  ordinary  American  in  £juality  is  now  amply  proved  by  the 
success  of  such  varieties  in  practically  every  Province,  but  especially 
in  the  Punjab,  in  Sind,  in  Southern  Bombay,  and  in  Madras. 

Already  the  amount  of  such  improved  cottons  in  India  is  some- 
where between  300,000  and  500,000  bales  per  annum,  and  it  could 
very  easily  be  increased  by  methods  similar  to  those  advocated  for 
the  increase  of  the  average  yield.  And  if  the  average  yield  and 
quality,  and  therefore  the  money  value  per  acre,  of  the  cotton  crop 
were  unproved,  the  area  under  cotton  would  almost  necessarily  be 
greatly  increased,  because  at  present  cotton  in  India  has  to  face  the 
competition  of  otner  crops  which  pay  better  than  the  inferior  cotton 
crop,  but  which  would  easily  be  left  behind  by  the  value  per  acre  of 
the  improved  crop. 

Hew  Cotton  Areas  Opened  TTp  TTnder  Irrigation. 

Further,  the  possible  cotton  acreage  is  being  increased  by  the  open- 
ing up  of  new  cotton  areas  under  irrigation — in  the  Punjab,  for  ex- 
ample, where  the  new  triple-canal  system  will  add  at  least  500,000 
acres  of  good  cotton  land  to  the  already  considerable  area  in  that 
Province.  It  is  no  exaggeration,  therefore,  to  say  that  the  Indian 
cotton  crop  could  be  very  largely  increased  and  improved  in  quality. 
and,  what  is  more,  the  increase  and  improvement  could  be  almost 
immediate.  India  could  produce  1,000,000  bales  more  every  year 
progressively,  which  is  what  the  world  wants  just  now,  and  there 
18  no  other  area  in  the  world  where  it  can  be  obtained  so  quickly. 

What  is  most  wanted  is  just  an  all-round  and  synchronized  move- 
ment toward  better  methods,  and  this  would  pay  all  parties  concerned 
handsomely.  It  would  pay  Lancashire,  too,  indirectly  if  not  directly, 
for  we  must  face  the  lact  that  we  are  likely  to  be  short  of  cotton, 
and  every  bale  of  decent  cotton  produced  anywhere  in  the  work! 
always  helps  to  reduce  the  pressure  of  demand  on  the  existing  supply. 
Lancashire  can  not  afford  nowadays  to  take  a  selfish  view  of  the 

auestion ;  she  can  no  longer  pretend  to  be  the  chief  cotton  consumer  of 
lie  world,  as  far  as  bulk  goes,  for  she  now  takes  only  about  one- 
seventh  or  the  world's  total  crop.  There  is  plenty  of  room  in  tlie 
world  for  all  the  cotton  goods  that  all  the  cotton  manufacturing 
conntries  in  the  world,  East  and  "West,  can  produce.  The  one  thing 
essential  is  an  ample  supply  of  the  raw  material,  so  that  the  world's 
price  may  be  kept  at  reasonable  levels. 
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oiirFBODircnro  nuts  asd  seeds  ih  obeat  bbhain. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  SklnBcr,  London,  June  16.1 

A  report  has  been  submitted  to  Parliameat  by  the  Committee  on 
Edible  and  Oil-Producing  Nuts  and  Seeds.  Until  the  outbreak  of 
the  war,  vast  quantities  of  oil-producing  materials  from  British 
Colonies  were  being  received  in  Germany  and  there  converted  into 
merchantable  products.  Since  the  beginnmg  of  the  war,  an  endeavor 
has  been  made  to  extend  British  industries  of  the  same  character 
and  particularly  to  make  it  possible  tc  use  in  manufactures  in  this 
country  the  palm  kernels  hitherto  exported  almost  exclusively  to 
Hamburg. 

The  report  contains  much  material  relating  to  the  various  branches 
of  this  industry,  giving  statements  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the  trade, 
'  its  position  two  years  ago,  the  trade  during  the  war,  conditions  under 
which  the  oil  palm  is  obtained  in  West  Africa,  and  general  conclu- 
sions and  recommendations.  In  the  course  of  its  report  the  com- 
mittee says : 

Enough  inforiimtiou  has  been  collected  to  prove  that  palm-kernel  cake  is  a 
wliolesome  footl.  quite  suitable  for  blending  with  farm  fodders,  and  It  1b  now 
being  extensivelj-  used  by  cattle  feeders,  especially  in  Scotland.  Tlie  com- 
mittee has  recelvetl  evidence  showing  that  palm-kernel  residue,  either  as  cake 
or  meal,  is  a  very  suitable  food  for  pigs.  This  has  an  Important  bearing  on 
its  future  as  a  feeding  stuff  In  this  country,  since  cotton  cake,  its  clilef  com- 
petitor among  the  cheaper  oil  cakes,  is  unsuitable  for  pig  feeding. 

Hot  freTioutly  Appreciated  by  Britisli  Vamters. 

The  committee  bare  had  much  evidence  to  the  effect  that  before  the  war 
palm-kernel  cake  was  not  appreciated  by  British  farmers,  and  that  the  small 
quantity  manufncturetl  In  this  country  found  its  chief  market  In  (Jermany. 
The  reasons  alleged  were  tliat  British  farmers  were  prejudiced,  that  the  cake 
was  not  readily  enten  by  stock,  and  that  it  did  not  keep  welL  While  all  three 
allegations  have  some  foundation,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  none 
of  them  would  seriously  affect  the  future  use  of  the  cake  if  the  crushing  jtrade 
is  established  in  this  country. 

The  conservatism  of  the  farmer  has  not  hindered  the  development  of  a  gr«at 
trade  in  other  oil  cakes,  some  of  which,  for  example  Bombay  cotton  cake,  were 
regarded  with  disfavor  when  first  Introduced.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  with 
large  supplies  of  cottonseed,  linseed,  and  other  cakes  at  his  disposal,  the  insig- 
nificant amount  of  palm-kernel  cake  offered  to  him  by  British  crushers  should 
have  attracted  no  attention  In  the  past,  and  with  well-tested  feeding  stuffs  at 
his  disposal  he  was  not  likely  to  experiment  with  a  new  food  offering  uo  advan- 
tages in  price  over  those  he  already  knew. 

Evidence  has  been  laid  before  the  committee  that  at  the  outset  live  stock  show 
some  reluctance  to  take  the  cake,  but  it  seems  equally  clear  that  before  long 
they  eat  it  readily.  If  therefore  it  will  produce  better  milk  or  cheaper  bacon 
than  competing  foods,  this  objection  is  not  likely  to  prevent  it  from  coming  into 
general  use. 

Keeps  as  Well  as  TJudecortieated  Cotton  Cake. 

As  regards  keeping  qualities,  there  has  been  evidence  that  palm-kernel  cake 
keeps  quite  satisfactorily  and  at  least  as  well  as  undecortlcated  cotton  cake. 
Indeed,  a  progressive  improvement  as  regards  palm-kernel  cake  Is  already 
noticeable.  When  war  was  declared  very  few  English  crushers  had  machinery 
at  their  disposal  which  was  well  adapted  for  crushing  palm  kernels.  But  this 
was  merely  a  temporary  dlOlculty.  Mills  with  suitable  machinery  have  been 
and  are  being  erected,  so  that  a  cake  of  satisfactory  keeping  qnali^  may  be 
anticipated.  The  committee  have  not  met  with  any  evidence  that  Its  leering 
qnalitles  have  given  trouble  to  German  farmers,  with  whom  It  Is  a  very  p<9ular 
feeding  stuff. 

[A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Edible  and  Oil-pro- 
ducing Nuts  and  Seeds  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
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and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  77802. 
Articles  relating  to  the  oil-seed  trade  of  Great  Britain  were  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Kepobts  for  Feb.  8,  Apr.  7,  Apr.  12,  and  May  8, 
1916.] '     ^        '  -^    ' 

BUSSIAH  SILK  DTOirSTBT. 

(London  Times  Imperial  and  Foreign  Trade  Supplement,  July.] 

According  to  the  Torgovo  Promyshlennaya  Gazeta,  Petrograd,  the 
war  has  had  a  particularly  injurious  effect  on  the  Russian  silk  in- 
dustry. Since  exports  were  stopped  a  large  proportion  of  the  cocoons 
from  the  last  crop  have  remained  unsold.  This  means  not  merely  an 
immediate  loss,  but  also  future  detriment  to  the  trade.  The  Govern- 
ment bank  has  increased  its  rate  of  advance  on  dry  cocoons  from  60 
per  cent  of  their  value  to  75  per  cent. 

Silk  weaving  has  suffered  in  respect  of  supplies  of  raw  material 
owing  to  the  difficulties  in  importation  and  the  question  of  exchange. 
For  this  reason  an  abnormal  situation  arose — ^namely,  lack  of  raw 
silk  accompanied  by  an  excess  of  cocoons. 

While  Russia  exports  a  large  quantity  of  silk  in  the  form  of 
cocoons,  it  imports  at  the  same  time  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
raw  silk  required  by  the  Russian  factories.  Notwithstanding  a  de- 
crease in  the  exports  of  silk  during  recent  years,  it  still  remains  at  a 
respectable  total.  In  1914  it  amounted  in  value  to  about  $300,000, 
against  $2^00,000  in  1913.  Imports,  however,  are  rising  annually 
and  greatly  exceed  exports.  In  1914  they  totaled  $11^00,000  in 
value.  A  large  portion  of  exports  consist  of  cocoons  and  silk  waste, 
while  imjwrts  are  made  up  of  a  more  valuable  product. 

In  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  industry  the  cocoons  ought  to 
be  reeled  in  the  country,  so  as  to  limit  the  purchase  of  raw  silk  from 
abroad.  What  has  stood  in  the  way  of  this  hitherto  is  the  lack  of 
experience  in  the  process  of  winding  off  the  cocoons.  In  the  Cau- 
casus, however,  they  are  reeled  locally,  as  also  to  a  small  extent  in 
Turkestan.  There  it  is  generally  preferred  to  ship  the  cocoons  as 
they  are,  and  a  profitable  trade,  amounting  to  about  75  per  cent  of 
the  total  cocoon  crop  of  Turkestan,  is  carried  on  with  Milan  and 
Marseille.  Latterly  Moscow  silk  weavers  have  been  taking  more 
interest  in  dealing  with  the  Turkestan  and  Caucasus  product  and 
have  established  reeling  shops  in  Moscow. 

One  reason  for  the  lack  of  development  of  the  Russian  silk  industry 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  duty  on  raw  silk  is  very  low,  so  that  the 
Bussian  traders  find  it  advantageous  to  obtain  it  from  abroad,  where 
the  winding  off  of  the  cocoons  is  handled  better  than  it  is  in  Russia. 
It  would  seem  that  there  is  room  for  profitable  development  in  this 
industry. 

Increased  Cnstonu  Beeeipts  at  Fort  Arthur. 

Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  at  Fort  William,  Ontario,  Canada,  re- 
ports that  the  total  customs  collections  for  June,  1916,  at  Port  Arthur 
amounted  to  $101,906  as  against  $43,625  for  the  same  month  in  1915 
and  $22,185  in  1914. 
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iMSXLCKS  SLAVOHTEBOrCh  AHB  MEAT  TAJCKSUt. 

A  prelimiiuuy  stat^nent  of  the  general  resalte  of  the  1914  census 
of  manufactures  with  respect  to  the  slaughtering  and  meat-paekmg 
industry  has  been  issued  by  the  United  Stotes  Bureau  of  the  Oensa& 
It  consists  of  a  statement  of  the  numbers  and  kinds  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  food  in  wholesale  establishments  and  the  quantities 
and  values  of  specified  products  manufactured. 

Reports  were  received  from  1^79  establishments  engaged  in 
slaughtering  and  meat  packing  in  1914,  the  total  products  of  which 
for  the  year  were  valued  at  $1,651,766,424.  At  tne  census  of  1909 
there  were  reported  1,221  establishments  with  products  valued  at 
$1,355,544,431. 

The  nimibers  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  quantities  and  values 
of  the  various  products  in  the  two  years  that  are  compared  were: 


Animals  and 
products. 


Nomber  of  establish- 
ments 


ANIMALS  8LAV0B- 
TIBID  (NUMBIB}.< 

Be«V«9 

CslTes 

SbMD   and    lambs 

and  co*ts  ond  Udf . 

Hogs 


raODOCTS. 

Total  valoa.. 

Freahmnt: 
Beer— 

Poonds — 

Value 

Veal— 

Pounds 

Value 

Huttonandlamb 
aud  goat  end 

Pounds 

Value 

Pork- 
Pounds 

Value 

Edible  oOal  and 
all  other  frash 
meat- 
Pounds  

Value 

Cured  meat; 

Beef,  pickled  and 
other  cured— 

Pounds 

Value 

Pork,  pickled 
and  other 
cured— 

Pounds 

Value 


tl,SSS,  $44,431 


1909 


1,221 


8,114,8aO 
2,W4,728 

12,288,725 
33,S70,61« 


11,851,765,434 


1327,583,468 

252,997,078 
*2S,058,885 


485,457,894 
850,735,116 

1,547,494,184 
$158,714,862 


257,809,083 
$16,392,768 


126,477,662 
812,199,152 


2,829,633,008 
8328,130,299 


1914 


1,279 


7,149,042 
2,019,001 

15,061,880 
34,441,913 


8,658,813, 680 
$421, 296,  n4 

104,608,880 
$26,299,446 


629,232,600 

$74,675,627 

1,877,099,071 
e26,53$,7S4 


296.066,701 
$20,576,245 


91,571,752 
$14,195,316 


2,929,309,741 
$393,605,600 


Animals  and 
products. 


FKootrCTS— oontd. 


Canned  goods: 
Fotmds. 

Value... 


Canned- 
Pounds.... 

Value 

AU  other- 
Pounds  ... 

Value 

Lard,  oils,  and  bis: 
Lard- 
Pounds.... 

Value 

lArdoompounds 
and  substi- 
tnt«— 

Founds 

Vahie 

OleooU— 

OaUoos 

Vatoe 

other  <rils— 

Qalloas 

Value 

Tallow  and  oleo 
stock- 
Pounds 

Value 

stearin: 

Pounds 

Value , 

Oleomargarine: 

Pounds 

Value 

All  other  products, 
raiue< 


1909 


111,376,837 
$15,345,543 


453,m7,lS7 
$44,540,912 


1,243,567.604 
$134,396,587 


fei 


i9,en,i72 

$16,475,726 

11,343,180 
$6,350,745 


202,844.139 
$13,499,650 

64,967,997 
$6,871,935 

42,912,406 
$5,963,981 

$193,324,804 


1914 


100,798,981 
CB,  417,614 

74.«04,SA 
•8,845,889 

485,148,1(1 
$68,S4«,86< 


1,119,188,875 


396,387,990 
$33,037,487 

16,501,685 
$11.«15,8S 

6,715,497 
$4,QaO,6U 


309,614,115 

$13, 721,  no 

80,091,991 
$1,751,411 

00,387,881 
$8,818,557 

$185,0»,87< 


1  Exclusive  of  377,937  beeves,  243,360  calves,  795,519  sheep,  lambs,  and  goats  and  kids,  and  2,888,9H 
hogs,  slaughtered  for  others. 

i>  Canned  sausage  was  not  reported  separatefy  at  the  census  of  1909  and  possibly  some  was  included  in 
cannpd  goods. 

c  Not  reported  separately. 

<i  Includes  value  ut  baked  beans,  confectionery,  fettOiiers,  fertiUxer  materials,  glue,  head  cheese,  hides 
and  skins,  hog  hair,  ice,  meat,  puddings,  peanut  butter,  preserves,  sausage  casings,  scrapple,  wool,  etc, 
and  amount  received  for  slaughtering  and  telrigaration  (or  othais. 


A  Latin- American  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  been  formed  in  Eng- 
land to  promote  British  commerce  with  South  and  Central  America 
and  Mexico. 
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COAL  EZPOBTS  JBOK  BBXSTOL  OH&ITHEL  FOBTS. 

(Conanl  M.  K.  Hoorbead,  Swansea,  Wales,  June  22.] 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  trade  of  South  Wales  during 
dte  first  part  of  1916  has  been  the  decline  in  the  quantity  of  coal 
raported.  With  a  diminishing  production  and  an  increasing  homo 
constunptioa,  the  proporticm  left  for  shipment  abroad  is  growing 
less  and  less.  In  the  export  trade  the  requirements  of  the  nations 
allied  with  Great  Britain  receive  first  consideration,  with  the  result 
that  neutral  nations  are  receiving  less  in  proportion  to  the  total  de- 
cease than  are  the  belligerent  nations  allied  with  Great  Britain. 

Of  the  total  of  5,711,770  tons  exported  from  South  Wales  during 
the  four  months  ended  April  30, 1916,  4,644,548  tons,  or  81  per  cen^ 
were  sent  to  France,  Italy,  Portugal,  and  British  and  allied  colonial 
possessions.  During  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  these  coun- 
tries received  5,460,551  tons,  or  77  per  cent,  of  the  total  coal  exports. 
Swansea's  Foreiirn  Trade  In  Coal. 

The  exports  of  coal  from  Swansea  alone  to  foreign  countries 
totaled  889,979  tons,  a  decrease  of  141,593  tons  as  compared  with  the 
first  four  montiis  of  1915,  one  of  149,927  tons  compared  with  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1914,  and  one  of  267,861  tons  compared  with 
January-April,  1918.  (The  figures  for  1916  and  1915  are  exclusive 
of  all  exports  made  on  Government  account.)  Prices,  however,  have 
steadily  risen,  as  the  following  table,  giving  the  average  export  price 
of  large  and  small  steam  coal  m  Swansea  during  the  first  four  months 
of  1914, 1915,  and  1916,  discloses: 


Jan.  1-Apr.  »— 

Avenge  price  per 
ton. 

Large 
steam 
coal. 

Small 
steam 
coal. 

MM 

14.27 
4.57 
6.14 

t2.83 

MS 

3.74 

ms 

3. 45 

ituaatlty,  Yatae,  and  ATtngt  Price. 

The  quantity,  value,  and  average  price  per  ton  of  each  kind  of  coal 
exported  from  Swansea  during  the  first  four  months  of  1916  were : 


Kind  o(  coal. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Average 
price. 

Baulk 

Anthracite 

2(W,80» 

122.677 

2,161 

1,097 

>1, 297,560 

423,660 

7,540 

5,430 

to.is 

Steam 

3.4S 

ate 

3.40 

other  sorts 

4.96 

Total 

335,744 

1,734,180 

5.17 

nuoogh  and  tbroueb: 

Stean      .. ."..".. 

182,445 
495 

761,630 
2,060 

4.17 

Other  sorts 

4.14 

Total       

182,940 

763,680 

4.17 

Anthraeite    

250,576 

92,299 

302 

1,568.800 

566,730 

2,220 

6.26 

Btaaa 

6.14 

Othtriorts 

7.35 

Total 

343,177 

2,137,750 

6.13 

Qitnd  total 

861,861 

4,835,610 

5.38 

In  addition  there  were  ._ 
the  average  price  of  which 


)orted  from  Swansea  28,118  tons  of  coa)> 
lid  not  exceed  $1.46  per  ton. 
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FOBEIGH  TABEFFS. 
AaGEHTnrA. 

[Vice  Consul  Jobn  S.  Culvert,  Buenos  Aires,  Jon.  18.1 
Parcel  Post  Service. 

Parcels  arriving  in  Argentina  from  European  countries  are  sub- 
ject to  a  delivei'y  fee  of  0.25  franc  (about  $0.05),  while  the  delivery 
charge  on  parcels  imported  from  the  United  States  is  0.30  peso 
gold  (about  29  cents).  As  the  parcel  post  convention  between 
Argentina  and  the  United  States  does  not  provide  for  shipments  with 
declared  value  or  for  governmental  responsibility,  the  articles  for- 
warded by  parcel  post  will  usually  be  of  small  value,  and  the  differ- 
ence in  delivery  fee  is  not  a  negligible  matter.  It  should  be  noted 
that  in  Argentina  parcels  arriving  from  abroad  are  not,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  delivered  to  the  addressee,  and  the  charge  for  delivery  is  in 
reality  a  surtax. 
Clearance  of  Parcels. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  a  period  varying  from  several  days  to  a 
week  or  more  after  the  vessel's  arrival,  the  addressee  reeeives  a 
notice  from  the  Post  Office  Department  stating  that  a  parcel  has 
arrived  for  him  by  a  certain  steamer.  No  information  is  given 
other  than  the  number  of  the  parcel.  Attached  to  the  notice  is  a 
receipt,  which  must  be  torn  off,  signed,  and  returned  to  the  mail 
carrier.  The  notice  states  that  the  recipient  or  his  duly  authorized 
agent  should  go  to  the  parcels  post  .section  of  the  general  post  office 
between  the  hours  of  10.30  a.  m.  and  2  p.  m.  and  withdraw  the  parcel 
consigned  to  him,  presenting  the  notice  and  paying  all  charges  that 
may  accrue  thereon.  If  the  addressee  is  engaged  in  business  he  will 
not  be  allowed  personally  or  through  an  employee  to  withdraw  his 
parcel,  but  must  secure  the  services  of  a  licensed  "  dispachante  "  or 
customs  broker.  The  fees  of  this  agent  vary,  but  are  usually  small. 
The  notice  to  be  presented  by  the  addressee  or  his  agent  has  a  space 
reserved  for  affixing  a  fiscal  stamp  of  1  paper  peso  ($0,425),  which  is 
required  in  all  cases. .  In  the  case  of  parcels  from  the  United  States 
stamps  to  the  value  of  $0.30  must  also  be  affixed  to  the  notice.  On 
packages  of  merchandise  not  subject  to  duty  there  is  no  further  ex- 
pense involved.  Tlie  minimum  length  of  time  to  be  spent  in  the 
post  office  awaiting  delivery  appears  to  be  about  2  hours. 

On  parcels  containing  dutiable  merchandise  the  following  pre- 
liminary fiscal  stamp  charges  are  imposed:  (1)  On  an  application  to 
withdraw  packages  on  which  the  duty  is  less  than  $5,  1  paper  peso 
($0.425) ;  (2)  where  duty  is  more  than  $5,  a  stamp  of  2  pesos  ($0.86). 
Duty  is  then  assessed  as  on  other  merchandise,  officers  from  the 
customhouse  being  attached  to  the  post  office  staff  for  this  purpose. 
Fractions  are  not  considered  and  on  packages  of  small  value  the 
relative  duty  is  great.  This  is  especially  true  of  charges  for  ware- 
housing and  handling,  where  the  minimum  cases  for  such  charges 
are  rather  high  when  applied  to  parcels,  being  $100,  100  kilos,  and 
100  cubic  meters  in  the  case  of  charges  based  on  value,  weight,  or 
volume,  respectively. 

The  loUowing  is  a  resume  of  the  charges  imposed  on  dutiable  goods 
imported  by  parcel  post:  Delivery  fee,  $0.29  (for  parcels  from  cer- 
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tain  coontries,,$0^) ;  stamp  oa  nottoe,  $0.42 ;  stamp  or  customhouse 
spplication  for  withdrawal,  $0.42  or  $0.85;  custMUS  charges  proper 
(including  surtax  and  statistical  tax) ;  warehousing  fee  (one  month)  ; 
handling  charge ;  commission  of  ca^ms  broker,  if  employed. 

An  examination  of  the  details  connected  with  the  delivery  of  a 
number  of  parcels  from  the  United  States  indicates  that  the  addressee 
incurs  charges  varying  in  amount  from  100  to  600  per  cent  of  the 
value  of  gooids.  The  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  conditions  are 
not  favorable  for  the  mterchange  of  parcels  of  small  value  under  the 
terras  of  the  convention  between  Argentina  and  the  United  States. 
This  view  is  perhaps  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  before  the  conven- 
tion went  into  effect  small  parcels  came  through  by  ordinary  mail 
without  anjr  charges  whatever  except  the  postage,  and  at  onljr  a 
negligible  risk  of  confiscation.  As  the  agreement  with  Argentina 
does  not  provide  for  declaration  of  value,  insurance,  and  responsi- 
bility for  loss,  etc.,  thus  failing  to  encourage  the  interchange  of  valu- 
able parcels,  it  has  not  as  yet  shown  itself  of  practical  benefit. 

The  United  States  convention  does  not  provide  for  responsibility 
on  the  part  of  the  postal  authorities  in  case  of  loss  or  damage.  The 
British  agreement,  on  the  other  hand,  contemplates  reimbursement 
of  the  injured  party  to  the  extent  of  25  francs  ($4.83),  as  does  the 
convention  with  France  and  Germany.  Furthermore,  in  the  case  of 
these  latter  countries,  a  declared  value  may  be  given  the  merchandise 
and  the  goods  insured  to  the  extent  thereof  by  the  postal  authorities. 
The  Argentine  conventions  with  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Grer- 
many,  also  provide  for  the  notification  of  the  sender  of  failure  to 
deliver  his  parcel  to  the  addressee  and  he  may  give  instructions  as 
to  its  disposition.  The  sender  of  a  parcel  from  Germany  or  France 
may  also  secure  the  return  of  the  addressee's  receipt  upon  payment 
of  a  fee  of  25  centimes  ($0.05).  Parcels  to  the  value  of  1,000  francs 
may  be  sent  from  France  and  Grermany  to  Argentina,  or  vice  versa, 
and  the  postal  authorities  will  undertake  to  remit  the  purchase  price 
from  the  addressee  to  the  sender. 

CANADA. 

[Appraiser's  Bulletin  No.  1320,  June  20.] 
Ciutoms  Classifications. 

A  Canadian  customs  decision  of  July  26,  1915,  states  that  tariff 
No.  120  applies  only  to  whole  fish  preserved  in  tins  and  that  canned 
tmia  fish  would,  therefore,  be  dutiable  under  No.  121  or  123  of  the 
customs  tariff.  Another  ruling  is  to  the  effect  that  tin  cans  contain- 
ing oysters  in  bulk,  if  closed  with  wedge-shaped  cover,  are  to  be  sub- 
ject to  duty,  as  such  containers  are  not  destroyed  in  getting  at  the 
contents.  (Jhristmas  stockings  containing  miscellaneous  articles  such 
as  confectionery,  toys,  manufactures  of  paper,  etc.,  are  to  be  dutiable 
at  the  rate  applicable  to  the  article  of  chief  value. 

[The  gen^^  rate  of  duty  imposed  under  Tariff  No.  120,  applicable 
to  anchovies,  sardines,  sprats,  and  other  fish,  packed  in  oil  or  other- 
wise, in  tin  boxes  "  ranges  from  2^  to  6  cents  per  box,  according  to 
size,  with  an  additional  duty  of  7^  per  cent  ad  valorem,  except  in 
the  case  of  boxes  weighing  over  8  and  not  more  than  12  ounces.  The 
general  rates  under  aoa.  ill  and  123  are  42^  per  cent  and  37^  per  cent 
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ad  valorem,  respectively.    According  to"  Nos.  123-127,  the  duty  on 
oysters  includes  the  duty  on  the  cans.] 

CHILE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Kcena,  Valparaiso,  Jane  14.] 

ProhlUtton  on  Certain  Condensed  Kilk. 

The  importation  into  Chile  of  condensed  milk  made  from  skimmed 
milk  is  prohibited  under  the  provision  of  the  new  Chilean  customs 
tariff  forbidding  the  entry  of  adulterated  food  products  (see  Co3x- 
MERCE  Reports  for  May  29,  1916). 

ITALY. 

[Gnzaetta  Cfflclalc,  June  6.] 

Temporary  Exemption  of  Orain  and  Flonr. 

The  period  during  which  grain,  flour,  and  semolina  may  be  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty  into  Italy  has  been  extended  to  December  31, 
1916,  by  a  royal  decree  dated  June  1,  1916. 

SALVASOB. 

IDLirlo  Oficial,  May  25.] 

Temporary  Bednction  on  Olass  Bottles. 

Vice  Consul  Lynn  W.  Franklin,  San  Salvador,  has  transmitted  a 
Salvadorian  decree,  dated  May  22, 1916,  which  provides  for  a  tempo- 
rary reduction  from  $0.05  to  $0.01  per  kilo  (gross  weight)  in  the 
import  duty  imposed  on  plain  glass  bottles.  The  reduction  is  made 
in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  such  imports  have  recently  been 
greatly  curtailed,  and  the  lower  rate  is  to  remain  in  force  only  until 
the  close  of  the  European  war  or  until  the  demand  for  such  articles 
can  be  supplied  locally. 

T7HI0H  OF  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[Consul  General  George  II.  Mnrpby, -Cape  Town,  Apr.  8.] 

Bestrictions  on  Hineral  Oil  in  Sonthwest  Protectorate. 

The  Government  Gazette  of  the  Southwest  Protectorate  contains 
the  following  notice,  dated  March  24, 1916: 

It  is  hereby  notlfleil  for  the  Information  of  exporters  that  a  regulation  lias 
been  published  In  the  Southwest  Protectorate,  with  effect  from  March  1,  191G, 
prohibiting  the  importation  into  the  Protectorate  of  mineral  oils  and  motor 
spirits,  except  under  pennit  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Protectorate,  Wlndhuk. 
Intending  exporters  of  these  commodities  are  warned,  therefore,  that  in  order 
to  save  themselves  delay  and  inconvenience  such  permit  sliould  be  obtained 
from  the  proper  authority  before  the  exportation  Is  undertaken. 

VENEZUELA. 

[Gaceta  Oflclal,  Apr.  13.] 
Tariff  Classifications. 

According  to  a  presidential  decree  of  April  13,  1916,  steam-boiler 
tubes  have  been  assimilated  to  class  2  of  the  customs  tariff  and  are 
dutiable  at  0.05  bolivar  per  kilo  ($0.69  per  100  pounds,  including 
surtaxes) ;  electric  batteries  and  copying  presses  nave  been  placed 
under  class  3  and  are  subject  to  a  duty  of  0.25  bolivar  per  kilo  ($3.43 
per  100  pounds) ;  pressure  gauges  have  been  assimilated  to  class  4  and 
arc  dutiable  at  0.75  bolivar  per  kilo  ($10.28  per  100  pounds).     •  ■  • 
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ElftH  FBICBS  FOB  GAS  AVO  OIL  STOVES  Dl  FBAHCE. 

[CoDsol  General  A.  OauIlD,  Marseille,  Ua.j  ae.] 

Prior  to  the  war  Eevin,  in  the  Department  of  the  Ardennes,  w«is 
the  center  of  the  cast-iron  industry  in  France.  The  various  parts  of 
ranges  were  manufactured  in  that  region  and  thence  shipped  to 
Pans  or  Lyon,  where  they  were  assembled.  Lack  of  raw  material 
and  the  dispersion  of  skilled  labor  have  had  a  marked  effect  on 

E rices,  which  have  practically  doubled.  Thus  the  principal  dealer 
ere,  the  Compagnie  du  Gaz  et  de  I'Electricite  de  Marseille,  which 
formerly  paid  17  to  18  francs  ($3.28  to  $3.47)  for  the  variety  of 
small  gas  stoves  most  commonly  used,  now  pays  35  francs  ($6.75). 
A  certain  quantity  of  ranges  is  imported  from  Great  Britain.  Both 
in  France  and  Great  Britain  deliveries  are  very  slow. 

The  dealer  mentioned  sold  about  5,000  gas  ranges  in  1913,  the  great 
bulk  of  which  measured  30  centimeters  (11.81  inches)  or  less  in 
height.  In  practically  all  Marseille  kitchens,  in  order  to  save  space, 
the  gas  range  is  placed  on  the  "  potager,''  a  large  range  set  in  brick- 
work. There  exists,  therefore,  only  a  very  limited  demand  for  large 
gas  ranges. 
Cutomary  Terms  of  Payment  and  Packing:. 

Local  dealers  state  that  American  gasoline  and  oil  stoves  of  small 
dimensicHis  could  probably  find  a  profitable  market  in  this  district 
on  account  of  the  high  cost  of  coal  and  the  present  state  of  domestic 
industry. 

The  usual  terms  of  payment  are  30  days  and  2  per  cent  discount  or 
60  dajrs  net.  Cash  on  delivery  would  be  generally  acceptable  for 
American  shipments.  As  a  rule  quotations  c.  i.  f.  Mai'seille  are 
deared.  Stoves  purchased  in  England  are  usually  packed  in  wooden 
boxes,  the  boards  being  2  centimeters  (0.78  inch)  tnick.  The  stoves 
are  thus  protected  from  shocks  and  the  deteriorating  effects  of  salt 
water.  The  French  import  duties  on  these  products  are  as  follows, 
per  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds) : 

Stoves  entirely  of  cast  iron  and  detached  pieces,  with  or  without 
ornaments,  neither  polished  nor  tinned,  nor  decorated  with  enamel 
or  varnish,  gross  weight,  general  rate,  9  francs  ($1.74) ;  minimum 
rate,  6  francs  ($1.16). 

Stoves  made  of  cast  and  sheet  iron,  or  entirely  of  sheet  iron,  and 
(Jetadied  pieces,  with  or  without  ornaments,  neither  polished, 
tinned,  nor  decorated  with  coats  of  enamel  or  varnish,  net  weight, 
general  rate,  14  francs  ($2.70)  ;  minimum  rate,  9  francs  ($1.74). 

Stoves  containing  pieces  of  polished  cast  iron  or  sheet  iron,  tinned, 
varnished,  or  decorated  with  coats  of  enamel  of  only  one  color,  net 
weight,  general  rate,  18  francs  ($3.47) ;  minimum  rate,  12  francs 
($2.31). 

Stoves  containing  pieces  of  cast  iron  or  sheet  iron  bearing  im- 
prints or  designs  or  decorated  by  or  with  coats  of  enamel  of  several 
colors,  net  weight,  general  rate.  29  francs  ($5.60) ;  minimum  rate. 
19  francs  ($3.67).  

The  Geological  Survey's  annual  statement  on  fuller's  earth  is  now 
available  for  distribution.  According  to  this  report  the  productitm 
of  fuller's  earth  during  1915  increased  6,920  short  tons  in  quantity 
and  ^,578  in  value  over  1914. 
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NOTES  FBOK  HOBTHEBH  ABOENTIHA. 

(CcDsul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosar).'>,  .func  0.] 
AsphyxiatiuK  Oases  for  Locusts. 

It  was  recently  suggested  that  asphyxiating  gases  might  be  used 
to  advantage  in  destroying  locusts  in  Argentina.  The  director 
general  of  agriculture  and  agricultural  defense,  charged  with  com- 
bating pests  of  this  kind,  is  opposed  to  the  use  of  gases  for  the 
purpose.  In  his  report  he  states  that  experiments  made  with  as- 
phyxiating gases  some  10  years  ago  showed  that  when  used  in  the 
open  they  did  not  Itill  the  locusts.  Locusts  subjected  to  gases  under 
canvas  or  in  ditches  suffered  comparatively  little,  whereas  the  per- 
sons manipulating  the  gtises  were  in  serious  danger,  and  many  gJises, 
when  condensed,  would  leave  a  deposit  upon  trees  and  fields  which 
was  injurious  to  plant  and  animal  life. 
Enconragring  Cotton  Orowing— Jute  Cnltivation. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  drafted  a  project  for  the  en- 
couragement of  cotton  growing  in  Argentina.  The  project  provides 
for  the  establishment  of  cotton  planters  in  colonies  on  Government 
lands  in  the  Chaco  and  Formosa  Territories.  Each  col<my  would 
have  10,000  hectares  (24,710  acres)  subdivided  into  lots  of  100  hec- 
tares (24:7  acres) .  Planters  would  receive  great  facilities  as  resiiects 
terms  of  payment,  exemption  from  taxation,  free  seed,  and  techni- 
cal instruction.  They  would  be  compelled  to  form  cooperative 
societies.  The  Government  would  secure  cheap  freight  rates  for 
cotton  and  insure  producers  a  ready  market  for  their  product.  It 
would  also  give  premiums  and  prizes  in  money  and  land. 

According  to  press  reports  experiments  in  growing  jute  on  irri- 
gated groimd  are  to  be  made  by  the  agi'icultural  department  oi 
the  Province  of  Entre  Bios.  The  consumption  of  jute  bags  for 
grains,  sugar,  rice,  and  other  commodities  is  large  in  Argentina. 


AHEBICAir  C0N8ULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  perscnnl 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facili"ties  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  sliould  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nome. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

West  Georee  N            

KolM,  Japan 

Aug.  15 
Aug.  10 
Sept.    6 
Aug.     5 
Sept.   1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
8n>t.  10 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Albany,  Grog. 
CaiToUton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Pa. 

Cooke,  A  B 

Fatras,  Greece 

nuddersfleld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

Breslau,  Qermany 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica — 

Hale  F  D      

Fisher,  F'red  D 

Masterson,  WflUam  W 

8oUxer,  Harry  0 

Apartment  No.  76,  The  Brunswick, 

Washington,  P.  C, 
Avenue  a  and  Foucteentb  Street,  Ba- 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State.Waihtngton.D.C. 
Do, 

Uon«g»»ftn,  J,  ^- , 

Kemper,  Orahaiu  U 

Erlort,  Germany 
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{Ttee  CoaaHl  A.  S.  CaHetm,  Honckon^  May  IT.] 

Hie  food  committee  of  the  Hongkong  Government,  e^ablialied  at 
the  opening  of  the  war  to  control  prices  and  prevent  dealers  from 
taking  advantage  of  the  situation,  has  recently  investigated  prices 
of  foods,  and  it  was  found  that  the  cost  had  increased  practically 
25  per  cent  on  accoimt  of  the  war.  The  increase  in  staple  articles 
of  all  kinds  has  been  steady.  Salaries,  on  the  other  hand,  have  not 
been  increased,  with  the  natural  result  that  the  European  employees 
of  the  various  branches  of  the  government,  hongs,  banks,  and  similar 
institutions  are  confronted  with  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  living 
ranging  from  25  per  cent  in  most  lines  of  food  to  40  and  50  per 
cent  in  other  necessaries.  A  fair  average  increase  would  be  approxi- 
mately 33  per  cent 

The  Iccal  merchants  claim  that  the  high  rate  of  exchange  does 
not  and  can  not  lessen  the  i*etail  price  of  any  article.  It  is  ex- 
plained that  they  have  stocks  to  exhaust  which  may  have  been  pur- 
chased months  ago;  that  it  is  impossible  to  buy  abroad  on  a  hand- 
to-mouth  principle;  that  tlie  prices  abroad  are  increasing;  that  the 
difficulties  of  obtaining  reasonably  regular  deliveries  are  enormous.; 
that  the  shipping  charges  have  incresised  by  10  per  cent,  and  that 
the  war  risk  must  be  added  to  the  prices. 


FBOPOSED  TEZTIIE  ENTEKPBISE  F0£  COLOMBIA. 

[Cooaul  Hom^r  Brett,  Ln  Gimirn,  Venczaela,  Jane  19.1 

EI  Nuevo  Diario,  of  Caracas,  announces  that  certain  Venezuelan 
capitalists,  in  cooperation  with  a  Colombian  firm,  are  seeking  a,  con- 
cessidn  f rom  a  city  in  Colombia  for  the  erection  of  a  factory  for  the 
ginning,  spinning,  weaving,  and  knitting  cotton.  The  proposed 
contract  provides  that  modern  machinery  shall  be  used  for  all  pur- 
pose. The  addresses  of  the  promoters  are  forwarded  [and.  may  be 
obtained  frdm  the  bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  offices  by  asking  for  file  No.  77920] .  Correspondence  and 
advertising  matter  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  in  Spanish. 


Addresses  of  Goveriunent  sanitary  departments  in  South  India, 
and  lists  of  hospitals  and  dealers  in  drugs,  medicines,  and  disin- 
fectants in  Madras  have  been  forwarded  from  Madras  by  Consul 
Lucien  Memminger.  They  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  77011.  . 

District  Offices  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Foreigfn  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

lew  York,  Koom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Valted  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
>»ti«Bal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Fost  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hiteraia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  807  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Henry  Bnildlag.  Cooper ative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  CluunheT  of  Com- 
■etw;  CinolaBati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  7rt.  Agt.,  C.  H.  0.  A  T.  P. 
Kjr.  Co.,  Clneluiatl;  tMt  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
autee;  Philade^hia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
>7'  Co.,  Chattaaooga,  Tenn. 
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FOBEION  TBASE  OFFOSTUinnES. 

Reeerred  addressrit  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  district  oflleea.    Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportanltT-  nnokber. 
'  The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  •■  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  talten  in  all  cases. 

Poultry  and  eggs.  No.  21869. — ^The  Bureaa  Is  informed  that  a  man  In  Cuba  de- 
sires to  get  Into  touch  with  exporters  of  poultry  and  eggs. 

Agricultural  implements,  etc.,  No.  21870. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
China  reports  that  a  man  who  has  recently  talcen  charge  of  the  agricultural 
work  of  an  established  Mission  in  that  country  desires  to  receive  Informa- 
tion regarding  plows,  harrows,  drills,  and  hand  tools,  etc.  The  names  and 
addresses  of  dealers  in  seeds  and  farm  machinery  located  in  the  southern 
pert  of  the  United  States  are  also  desired. 

Machinery,  No.  21871. — A  promoter  of  Industrial  enterprises  In  the  Far  East 
advises  an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  receive  price  lists  and 
catalogues  of  the  most  improvetl  cane-sugar  machinery,  capable  of  mauii- 
fncturlng  from  the  cane  aixiut  30  tons  of  sugar  dally.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English. 

Textile  colon.  No.  21872. — The  Bureaa  Is  in  receipt  of  an  Inquiry  from  a  firm 
in  Sweden  requesting  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers* 
of  textile  colors. 

Hardware,  wearing  apparel,  etc.,  No.  21878. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
the  West  Indies  reports  that  a  firm  'in  his  district  desires  t6  be  placed  in 
touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  automobile  supplies,  farming 
implements,  building  materials  and  builders'  hardware,  food  products, 
shoes  and  wearing  apparel,  etc.,  with  a  view  to  securing  the  exclusive 
agency.  A  complete  list  of  tlie  articles  desired,  together  with  further 
information,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 

Confectionery,  etc..  No.  21874. — ^A  commercial  organization  In  the  United  States 
has  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  in  Greece 
which  Is  In  the  market  for  milk  caramels,  peppermint  wafers,  and  other 
confectionery.  Samples  of  the  pepperment  wafers  may  be  Inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  Miscel.  No.  138.)  The  wafers 
should  be  packed  In  boxes  of  48  rolls,  each  containing  7  and  13  wafers, 
weighing  6  and  11  grams,  respectively,  and  in  cases  of  100  boxes.  The 
caramels  are  wante<l  in  boxes  of  480-550  pieces  and  in  cases  of  100  boxes. 
Reference  given. 

Sanitary  flxturet,  etc..  No.  21875. — ^An  American  copsular  officer  In  Prance 
writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  sanitary  fixtures  of  all  kinds,  stationary  washbowls, 
bathtubs,  etc.  Catalogues  and  prices  should  be  In  French,  and  weights 
and  measurements  stated  in  the  metric  system. 

Machinery.  No.  21876. — The  Bureau  is  advised  that  a  Government  official  in 
one  of  tlie  I>atia  American  countries  desires  to  secure  catalogues  and 
prices  of  machinery  usetl  in  the  manufacture  of  door  hinges. 

Machinery,  No.  21877. — A  firm  in  Italy  Informs  the  Bureau  of  Its  desire  to 
obtoin  catalogues  and  quotations  on  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
porcelain  insulators  and  other  porcelain  goods.    References  given. 

Tools,  hardware,  etc..  No.  21878. — An  import  agent  in  Norway  informs  the  Bu- 
reau of  his  desire  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  tools,  hard- 
ware, and  machinery  and  exiwrters  of  raw  materials  of  all  kinds.  Refer- 
ence given. 

Argillaeeovs  earth.  No.  21879. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  writes 
that  a  man  in  ids  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  argillaceous 
earth.  Correspondence  preferably  in  Spanish.  American  references  can 
be  furnished. 

Hardware,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  21880. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  impor- 
tunity No.  21404,  tlie  man  interested  in  securing  exclusive  agencies  for 
Argentina  and  Uruguay  informs  the  Bureau  that  he  particularly  desires  to 
represent  .'Vinericun  manufacturers  of  hardware,  chemicals,  leather  and 
imitation  lentlicr,  ami  surgical  instruinents.    References  glv^i. 

w.^suixcton:  goterxmcxt  rntNTiKO  omca :  i«ie 
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ROGTIEFOET  CHEESE  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  William  n.  Hunt,  St.  Ellennc,  France,  June  27.] 

From  July,  1914,  to  June,  19f5,  inclusive,  about  '2,881,495  pounds 
of  Roquefort  cheese,  valued  at  $591,223,  were  invoiced  through  the  St. 
Etienne  consulate  for  sliipment  to  the  United  States,  while  during 
the  corresponding  period  from  July,  1915,  to  June,  1916,  2,2 11,899 
pounds  were  exported,  valued  at  $777,856. 

The  invoiced  price  of  cheese  during  the  1914-15  season  averaged 
about  20  cents  per  pound,  which  increased  gi-adually  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  and  averaged  about  .'55  centj  per  pound  during  the 
1915-lG  season. 


AKOENTINE  CEEEALS  AVAILABLE  FOE  EXPOET. 

[Consul  Cfcneral  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  .VircB.  June  22.] 

According  to  a  report  recently  issued  by  the  Director  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Rural  Economy  and  Agricultural  Statistics  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  or  Argentina,  there  are  available  for  export  in 
this  country  the  following  supplies  of  cereals:  Wheat,  l.dOO.OOO  tons; 
linseed,  460,000  tons;  oats,  500,000  tons;  and  corn,  l,()no.()00  tons. 
Together  with  the  above  figures  there  was  also  issued  a  statement 
showing  the  exports  of  these  same  cereals  from  Januarv  1  to  June  19, 
1916,  as  follows:  Wheat,  1,380,058  tons;  linseed,  390.109  tons:  oats, 
351,983  tons;  and  com,  851,487  tons. 

The  export  prices  ruling  here  on  June  19,  1916,  per  100  kilos 
(220.46  pounds)  were  as  follows:  Wheat,  $3.01;  linseed,  $4.73;  oats, 
$1,698;  com,  $1,676. 

Interest  Paid  in  Advance  on  Guatemala's  Bonds. 

g  American  Minister  William  Hayne  Ijeavell  reports  that  the  Guate- 
malan Govemnient  has  again  paid  the  interest  one  year  in  advance 
on  the  bonds  of  Guatemala,  which  are  held  by  English  capitalists. 
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NOTES  FROM  CHOSEN. 

[Consul  General  Kansford  S.  MUler,  Seoul,  June  16.] 
Population  of  the  Conntry. 

The  returns  for  the  census  taken  at  the  end  of  December,  1915, 
have  now  been  published.  The  following  clipping  from  the  semi- 
official Seoul  Press  gives  the  general  figures: 

According  to  oflicial  investigation  made  at  tlie  end  of  last  year,  tlie  popula- 
tion and  households  throughout  Chosen  number  10,211,296  and  3,112,103,  respec- 
tively. Compared  with  the  returns  for  1910,  when  Chosen  was  annexed  by 
Japan,  the  figures  show  Increases  of  2,898,279  in  jwpulation  and  208,000  In 
households.  The  number  of  Japanese  and  their  households  are  302,586  (162,060 
males  and  140,517  females)  and  85,595,  respectively.  Compared  with  the 
returns  for  the  prece<ling  year  the  ligures  represent  increases  of  11,216  in  the 
former  and  2,089  in  the  latter.  The  figures  also  show  increases  of  131,043  In 
population  and  34,603  in  household.^  as  against  the  returns  for  1910.  The 
Korean  population  and  households  at  the  end  of  last  year  were  15,891,418 
(8,162,233  males  and  7,729,180  females)  and  3,022,192,  respectively.  The  figures 
represent  Increases  of  2,762,639  In  population  and  272,237  In  households  as 
against  the  returns  for  1910.  As  for  foreigners,  including  Chinese,  the  popula- 
tion and  household.s  number  17,291  (15,543  males  and  1,748  females)  and  4,315, 
respectively.  The  figures  show  decreases  of  4,.59"  in  population  and  234  In 
households  as  compareil  with  the  returns  for  1910. 

Orders  for  Absorbent  Cotton. 

In  April  last  an  order  for  the  manufacture  of  some  $500,000  worth 
<)f  absorbent  cotton  was  placed  in  Japan  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment; $200,000  worth  of  this  order  has  now.  according  to  local 
reports,  been  transferred  to  the  Chosen  Cotton  Spinning  Co.,  of 
Seoul. 

A  Taiku  message  states  that  the  firm  of  Suzuki  &  Co.,  of  Kobe, 
Japan,  has  decided  to  establish  a  cotton  mill  at  that  place.  Some  6 
acres  of  land  have  been  secured,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  factory 
will  be  completed  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  summer.  The  total 
(•est  of  the  installation  is  estimated  at  about  $37,500. 
Afforestation. 

The  Seoul  Press  reports  that,  according  to  a  recent  investigation, 
03,!)OG,000  young  trees  were  reared  in  seedling  nurseries  under  private 
management  in  Chosen  during  1915.  About  half  of  this  number  were 
shoots  which  will  have  to  be  kept  in  the  nur.series  for  another  year. 
The  pine  was  the  tree  most  widely  cultivated  during  tlie  year,  the  num- 
ber reaching  42,000,000.  This  tree  was  grown  in  all  but  one  of  the 
13  Provinces  of  the  country.  Following  the  pine  in  order  of  im- 
portance were  the  acacia,  oak.  chestnut,  larch,  and  poplar. 

Sheep  Saising  in  Chosen. 

According  to  the  .semiofficial  Seoul  Press,  wliich  reprints  an  item 
from  the  Japan  Times,  the  Nippon  Keorimcmo  Kaisha,  one  of  the 
most  important  woolen  mills  in  Japan,  is  reported  to  have  decided 
to  attempt  to  duplicate  the  success  attained  by  them  in  rearing  sheep 
in  Japan  by  undertaking  the  same  venture  in  Chosen.  This  decision 
has  apparently  been  arrived  at  in  spite  of  the  adverse  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  many  people  as  to  the  quality  of  the  fodder  available  for 
sheep.  The  report  further  states  that  an  extensive  tract  of  groimd 
to  the  north  of  Seoul  has  been  purchased  by  the  company,  where  not 
only  sheep  but  also  cattle  and  horses  will  be  raised. 

[A  report  on  sheep  raising  In  Japan  was  published  la  Couuebce  Rrpokts  for 
Feb.  28,  1916.] 
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Barley  and  Wheat  Crops. 

The  crop  estimates  for  1916,  as  compiled  from  conditions  as  of 
June  1,  1916,  and  published  in  the  Seoul  Press,  estimate  that  the 
barley  crop  for  the  year  will  be  29,235,392  bushels  and  the  wheat 
crop  7,093,071  bushel^.  These  figures  represent  increases  in  the  re- 
spective crops  of  2,708,122  and  947,328  bushels,  and  constitute  a  rec- 
ord year  in  this  branch  of  agriculture. 


TBADE  STATISTICS  FOR  NEW  BBTTNSWICK. 

[Consul  Uarry  S.  Culver,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  July  13.) 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  the  exports  from 
New  Brunswick,  domestic  and  foreign,  reached  a  total  of 
$131^41,957,  divided  as  follows:  St.  John,  $120,042,590;  McAdam 
Junction,  $5,388,754;  Campbellton,  $1,128,894 ;  Newcastle,  $1,121,072; 
Chatham,  $937,146;  Moncton,  $651,440;  Woodstock,  $612,274;  Dal- 
housie,  $464,001;  Bathurst,  $357,727;  St.  Stephen,  $337,108;  St. 
Andrews,  $185,073 ;  and  Sackville,  $16,348. 

New  Brunswick  imports  for  the  same  period  were  valued  at 
$14,852,932,  of  which  St.  John  imported  $11,165,463;  St.  Stephen, 
$950,422;  Moncton,  $813,046;  Fredericton,  $596,373;  Woodstock, 
^2,279;  Bathurst,  $272,064;  St.  Andrews,  $200,739;  Chatham, 
$144,295;  Sackville,  $89,930;  McAdam  Junction,  $87,559;  Campbell- 
ton,  $59,712;  Newcastle,  $32,159;  and  Dalhousie,  $8,891. 

A  comparison  of  the  Maritime  Province  exports  and  imports  for 
1916  shows  that  St.  John  led  in  imports  by  $1,291,664  and  in  exports 
by  $93,199,103. 

The  customs  receipts  at  St.  John  for  June  amounted  to  $259,076, 
an  increase  of  $68,188  over  the  corresponding  month  in  1915. 

The  bank  clearings  at  St.  John  for  the  month  of  June  totaled 
$7,403,987,  as  compared  with  $5,755,999  in  June  last  year.  The  fig- 
ures for  the  first  half  of  1916  were  $40,721,984,  compared  with 
$35,799,234  for  the  same  period  in  1915. 


VEGETABLE  WAX  FBOM  HASAOASCAB. 

tLondon  Times  Imporlnl  ami  Foi-elgn  Trade  Sunplcment,  .Inl.v.l 

Increasing  quantities  of  vegetable  waxes  arc  being  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  candles,  boot  and  furniture  polishes,  and  phonogniph 
records,  the  chief  materials  of  this  kind  in  common  use  being  car- 
nauba  wax,  Japan  wax,  and  China  wax;  such  products  realize  iiigh 
prices  and  find  a  good  demand.  A  product  resembling  carnauba  w.ix 
IS  prepared  in  Madagascar  from  the  leaves  of  the  ramp.  pain;,  whidi 
is  the  source  of  the  bass  used  by  gardeners.  The  wax  is  cht  lincd  Tn  ni 
the  residues  of  the  leaves  after  the  bass  has  been  stripped  off:  it  h :  j 
approximately  the  same  melting  point  (83  degrees  centigrade)  as 
carnauba  wax,  and  behaves  in  the  same  way  toward  solvents.  Pro- 
vided that  care  i» taken  in  its  preparation  to  avoid  inclusion  of  gritty 
impurities,  the  wax  should  prove  useful  to  manufacturers  of  boot  and 
furniture  polishes.  It  has  been  estimated  that  raffia  wax  could  be 
produced  for  £80  ($389.32  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $4,806  to 
the  pound)  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Tamatave,  which  compares  favorably  with 
£125  ($608.31)  per  ton,  the  present  price  of  carnauba  wax  in  London. 
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HAWAII'S  STJGAE  PATS  HEAVY  DIVIBENSS, 

(A.  P.  Taylor,  correspoadent,  Honolulu,  Jal7  3.1 

From  January  1  to  June  30,  1916,  the  dividends  paid  by  the  cane 
sugar  plantation  companies,  several  city  industrial  companies,  and 
rubber  plantations  abroad,  the  capital  for  which  was  fumidied 
exclusively  by  Hawaiian  investors,  amounted  to  $6,978,430.  All  these 
companies  were  listed  on  the  Honolulu  Stock  &  Bond  Exchange. 

Disbursements  bv  months  were:  January,  $765,500;  February, 
$765,500;  March,  $842,589:  April,  $1,482,000;  May,  $817,500,  and 
June,  $2,305,341. 

So  far  as  shown  by  the  monthly  summary  of  the  exchange,  the 
dividend  rates  per  annum  on  the  half-year  basis,  for  the  separate 
companies,  are:  Alexander  &  Baldwin,  sugar  company  agents,  14; 
C.  Brewer  &  Co.,  sugar  company  agents,  33 ;  Ewa  Sugar  Plantation, 
20 ;  Haiku  Sugar  Plantation.  28 :  Hawaiian  Agricultural  Co.,  su^ar 
plantation,  28;  Hawaiian  Commercial  &  Sugar  Co.,  24;  Hawaiian 
Sugar  Co.,  35:  Honomu  Sugar  Co.,  24;  Hutchison  Sugar  Plantation, 
17.6;  Kahuku  Sugar  Plantation.  11;  Kekaha  Sugar  Plantation,  16; 
McBryde  Sugar  Co.,  6.25;  Oahu  Sugar  Plantation,  18;   Onomea 
Sugar  Plantation,  30;  Paauhau  Sugar  Plantation,  22;  Paia  Sugar 
Plantation,  28;  Pepeekeo  Sugar  Plantation,  28;  Pioneer  Mill  Co. 
18;  Waialua  Sugar  Plantation,  16;  Wailuku  Sugar  Plantation,  12 
Hawaiian  Pineapple  Co.,  15;  Honolulu  Brewing  &  Malting  Co.,  18 
Honolulu  Gas  Co.,  6;  Honolulu  Rapid  Transit  &  Land  Co.,  8 
Inter-Island  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  9;  Mutual  Telephone  Co.,  10 
Oahu  Railway  &  Land  Co.,  9;  Pahang  Rubber  Co.,  18;  Tanjong 
Olok  Rubber  Co.,  15. 

HEHLOCK-BABK  INDVSTKT  BEVIVED. 

[Consul  Kdward  .\.  Dow.  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  July  14.1 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years  hemlock  bark  is  going  forward 
from  many  stations  in  this  district  both  to  other  points  m  Canada 
!Uid  to  the  United  States  for  use  in  tanning  leather.  The  acids  so 
largely  u.sed  instead  of  the  bark  are  now  almost  impossible  to  get 
on  account  of  the  war,  as  much  of  these  came  from  (iiermany.  It  is 
.stilted  that,  instead  of  being  left  in  the  woods  with  other  bark,  the 
hemlock  strips  are  now  hiuulled  by  big  crews  of  bark  peelers,  and 
the  product  is  bringing  about  $8  per  cord  f .  o.  b.  this  district. 

One  large  tanning  concern  at  Woodstock,  a  town  in  this  district, 
is  importing  leather  partly  unfinished,  and  returning  it  after  tan- 
ning, presumably  with  hemlock  bark  treatment. 


FISH  LANDED  AT  NEW  ENGLAND  POBTS. 

The  fisliing  fleet  landing  fishery  products  at  Boston  and  Glouces- 
ter, Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  June,  1916.  in- 
cluded 274  steam  and  sail  \essels.  These  vessels  landed  at  Boston 
261  trips,  aggregating  8,919,789  pounds  of  fish,  vsUued  at  $304,725; 
at  Gloucester,  144  trips,  aggregating  7,604,028  pounds,  valued  at 
$244,121 ;  and  at  Portland,  350  trips,  amounting  to  4,737,703  pounds, 
valued  at  $51,440.  The  total  for  the  three  ports  during  the  month 
amounted  to  755  trips,  aggregating  21,261,520  pounds  of  fresh  and 
salted  fish,  having  a  value  to  the  fishermen  of  $600,286. 
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DEKAiro  FOB  BEFBIOEBAXIOH  FACILITIES  IN  BITSSIA. 

[London  Times  Imperial  and  Foreign  Trade  Sapplement,  July.] 

During  the  last  few  years  refrigeration  has  steadily  received  more 
and  more  attention  in  Kussia.  It  seemed  that  a  boom  in  cold-storage 
construction  was  about  to  take  place  when  the  war  broke  out.  The 
attention  of  the  Government  had  been  drawn  to  the  subject;  the 
Agricultural  Society  had  for  several  years  influential  committees 
dealing  with  the  matter;  a  number  of  engineers  were  specializing  in 
the  subject ;  and  merchants  and  others  interested  in  storing  perish- 
able products  were  clamoring  for  information. 

After  the  first  months  of  the  war  it  was  seen  that  without  cold 
storage  the  difficulties  of  supplying  the  army,  especially  in  summer, 
were  greatly  increased,  while  the  civil  population  is  greatly  incon- 
venienced by  the  want  of  proper  storing  facilities.  The  Government 
has  therefore  been  forced  to  undertake  the  building  of  a  great  system 
of  slaughterhouses  with  refrigerator  plants  covering  eastern  and 
southeastern  Eussia  and  western  and  central  Siberia. 

A  glance  at  the  map  of  Bussia  shows  the  great  necessity  of  cold 
storage.  The  comparatively  inadequate  railway  system,  the  differ- 
ences of  climate,  the  vast  distances  oetween  the  producing  and  con- 
suming areas,  and,  above  all,  the  surplus  of  every  kind  of  commodity 
at  the  times  of  plenty  and  the  great  want  at  the  time  of  nonproduc- 
tion  make  it  necessary  to  store  all  these  products.  The  importance  of 
cold  storage  is  now  generally  accepted  in  Eussia.  The  Government, 
municipalities,  zemstvos,  railways,  and  individual  merchants  are  only 
waiting  for  opportunity,  such  as  the  end  of  the  war  will  bring,  to 
commence  building  and  equipping  numbers  of  cold-storage  plants. 

The  demand  for  cold  storage  will  be  an  increasing  one,  hence  the 
business  of  supplying  plants  should  be  extremely  lucrative.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  supply  these  complete.  Estimates  or  specifications 
should  be  worked  out  to  the  minutest  detail  and  the  greatest  attention 
paid  to  economical  working.  Fuel  is  dear  in  Eussia,  hence  the  im- 
portance of  producing  the  maximum  cold  calories  for  a  minimum 
expenditure  of  fuel.  Ammonia  plants  are  practically  exclusively  in 
demand.  Previous  to  the  war  Borsig  (Berlin)  and  Humboldt  (Co- 
logne) were  the  two  most  popular  firms.  This  should  give  some  idea 
as  to  Russian  requirements.  But,  above  all,  it  is  necessary  in  dealing 
with  Russians  to  have  a  competent  engineer  on  tlie  spot,  not  only  to 
answer  all  questions,  but  to  make  suggestions  for  more  efficient  work- 
ing by  a  study  of  local  conditions. 


AHEBICAN  FTTBCHASES  OF  SOUTH  AFBICAN  WOOL. 

[Textile  Mercury,  Manchester,  England.] 

In  the  annual  statement  of  the  trade  of  South  Africa  and  of 
Southern  and  Northern  Rhodesia,  issued  by  the  Department  of  Cus- 
toms and  Excise,  at  Pretoria,  it  is  stated  that  exports  of  sheep's  wool 
in  1915  amounted  to  170,003,173  pounds,  valued  at  £5,380,031 
($26,181,921),  and  exceeded  both  in  quantity  and  value  any  pre- 
vious annual  export  except  the  record  totals  for  1913,  to  which  they 
very  closely  approximated.  Large  quantities  were  taken  by  the 
TJmted  States,  which  took  the  place  of  Germany  as  the  purchaser 
next  in  importance  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
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SILK  TSAOE  OF  aUATEaCALA. 

(Consul  Stuart  Lupton,  Guntemala  Clt7,  Jane  13.] 

Silks  are  very  popular  in  Guatemala  among  all  classes,  when  they 
can  be  afforded.  The  business  done  in  hien-class  goods  is  rather 
limited,  however,  and  the  stocks  are  relatively  small  and  the  assort- 
ment poor.  It  seems  that  people  who  would  purchase  fine  goods  of 
this  sort  import  direct — possibly  through  a  purchasing  agent 
abroad — or  else  bring  back  a  full  assortment  of  clothes  on  returning 
to  Guatemala  from  a  trip  to  the  United  States  or  Europe.  The  bulk 
of  the  trade  in  brightly  colored  silks  of  medium  and  cheap  grades. 

The  value  of  Guatemala's  imports  of  silk  manufactures  and  the 
shares  of  the  supplying  countries  in  1913  and  1914  are  shown  by  the 
customs  returns  to  have  been: 


Imported  from— 


1913 


United  States. . . 
Japan  and  China 

Gennany , 

Franco 

England 


$7,539 
H3.790 
35,615 
18,573 
6,071 


1914 


16.715 
149,835 
27.718 
22.423 
9,0)8 


Imported  (rem— 


Spain 

I  itoljr 

All  other  countries 

'  Total 


1913 


n,S97 

934 

30 


263,448 


1914 


tl.OOS 

2,014 

362 


321, 1« 


The  official  statistics  for  1915  are  not  yet  available. 
Imports,  by  Articles  and  Countries. 

The  chief  articles  that  entered  into  this  trade  during  1913  and 
1914  and  the  imports  from  the  United  States  and  from  those  coun- 
tries whose  share  exceeded  $1,000  in  either  of  these  years  were : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

191 « 

Ornaments 

$1,021 
610 

2,090 
1,0.W 

$1,223 

1,505 

.140 

Ribbons— Continued. 

United  States  

$2.->6 
6,483 

21,675 

1.721 

13,913 

2,297 

105 

3,579 

7,002 

467 

637 

2,479 

3,019 

470 

410 

610 

United  Slates 

113 

9,327 

drosses 

Textiles: 
Pure-silk                   

France 

16,932 

926  ,1.103 
.■)2  fiK'l    4S.  I<tt 

United  states 

427 

Readv-made  arlic!e> 

Japan  and  ChJna 

8,737 

3.I1O.I 

447 

.•!9..«1 

5,405 

Japin  and  China 

43,K74 

1,323 

2,773     3.:;9« 
2,532  r  2  l.<W 

1,040 

Mixed  ...  

5,931 

1,723 

1,00» 

Eibbons: 

16,629 

ii,"3i4' 

1,.'').1S 

15,9fi3 

300 

7.901 

1,995 

I'ure-silk  ... 

France.                  

1,771 

United  States 

444 

Germany         .             ... 

Underwear,  knit 

296 

P» 

France 

so      L',444 

i..'>07    i,vm 

l.MK)           »■) 
7.552    10.697 

Wraps                  

3,979 

300 

France 

663 

2,921 

Mi\cJ  .                    

' 

■           1 

Customary  Sources  Closed. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  merchants  have  been 
unable  to  obtain  goods  regularly  from  the  accustomed  sources  of 
supply,  and  their  stocks  are  now  running  low.  (This  applies  least 
to  China,  which  country  does  the  bulk  of  the  business  in  silk  goods.) 
I  understand  that  there  is  an  impression  current  among  the  mer- 
chants here  that  the  United  States  does  not  produce  fine  silk  goods. 
Necessity  is  now  compelling  them  to  open  relations  with  silk  dealers 
in  the  United  States,  but  whether  or  not  this  trade  will  continuQ 
when  access  can  again  be  had  to  the  old  markets,  remains  to  be 
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seen.  It  is  always  a  difficult  matter  to  win  business  men  away  from 
their  allegiance  to  manufacturei-s  who  for  years  have  given  careful, 
prompt,  and  satisfactory  service,  and  who  are  willing  to  sell  what 
the  customer  wants  and  not  to  try  to  sell  him  what  they  may  have 
in  stock  and  desire  to  get  rid  of. 

One  thing  that  merchants  here  always  want  to  know  is  how 
much  a  piece  of  goods  weighs  to  the  bolt.  This  weight  should 
preferably  be  expressed  in  kilos.  (Kilo  equals  2.2046  pounds.)  A 
salesman  has  told  me  that  he  recently  lost  an  order  for  several 
hundred  dollars'  worth  of  dry  goods,  because  he  could  not  give  the 
weight  per  piece. 

Care  In  Haking  Out  Inroices — Terms. 

The  duties  on  silk  and  silk  goods  are  quite  high.  Therefore 
American  sellers  should  be  most  careful  to  follow  instructions  given 
by  buyers  in  this  country.  What  may  appear  to  be  an  insignihcant 
detail  or  mere  whim  of  the  buyer  may  mean  the  saving  of  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  duties.  Great  care  should  be  used  in  making  out 
the  consular  invoices,  which  must  be  in  Spanish.  It  would  be 
well  to  determine  the  various  terms  used  in  the  silk  trade  in  Guate- 
mala, as  each  different  country  of  Latin  America  uses  its  own  pe- 
culiar terms.  Often  the  use  of  one  word  instead  of  another  with 
apparently  the  same  meaning  may  result  in  the  saving  of  much  duty 
and  freight. 

Credits  usually  given  by  American  houses  are  for  60  to  90  days, 
but  European  firms  give  terms  often  as  long  as  six  and  nine  months 
and  sometimes  do  business  on  an  open-account  basis. 

[A  li-st  of  Guatemalan  importers  of  sUk  gooUs  may  be  obtained  from  tl>e 
Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by  aslcing 
for  file  No.  77871.) 

INCOME  TAX  PBOFOSED  FOE  PEBTT. 

[Commercial  .Vttachi  William  F.  Uoataron,  Lima,  June  8.] 

On  June  6  the  Minister  of  Finance  appointed  a  committee  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  investigate  and  report  during  the  next  session  of 
the  Peruvian  Congress  on  the  subject  of  an  income  tax  for  Peru,  with 
recommendations  as  to  the  applicability  of  such  a  tax  to  this  Republic. 

Economic  conditions  resulting  from  the  European  war  were  met 
by  the  adoption  of  emergency  revenue  measures  by  the  Peruvian 
Congress.  Among  them  was  the  export  tax  on  certain  raw  materials. 
This  export  tax  becomes  effective  only  when  the  market  value  of  the 
commodity  against  which  it  is  levied  reaches  a  certain  level.  The 
purpose  of  the  law  has  been  to  fix  this  figure  at  a  point  slightly  above 
the  average  cost  of  production,  and  in  a  certain  sense  the  export  tax 
may  be  said  to  be  an  indirect  tax  on  profits  or  income.  The  export 
tax  has  been  so  successful  that  the  Department  of  Finance  has  felt 
encouraged  to  advocate  an  out-and-out  income  tax.  The  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  study  the  subject  is  but  a  logical  out- 
growth, therefore,  of  developments  of  the  past  few  months. 

The  introduction  of  an  income  tax  in  Peru  will  meet  with  the  cus- 
tomary difficulties  of  prejudice  against  direct  taxes  and  the  lack  of 
any  systematic  organization  for  the  collection  and  analysis  of  exact 
economic  statistics  from  which  accurate  estimates  can  be  made  of 
the  earnings  of  any  given  industrial  enterprise. 
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AMEBICAN  SHIFFIKG  PKOSFECTS  IN  CHILE. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  June  8.] 

Coal  is  still  in  demand  in  Chile,  although  several  vessels  have 
recentlv  brought  cargoes  from  Norfolk  and  Newport  News.  Coal 
from  the  United  States  is  selling  at  75s.  to  85s.  ($18.25  to  $20.65) 
per  ton,  while  the  freights  being  paid  for  bringing  it  out  are  from 
$12.15  to  $15  per  ton.  The  coal  that  has  come  is  Pocahontas  or  New 
River.  For  some  purposes  the  Pocahontas  coal  is  not  satisfactory, 
as  it  is  too  fine ;  a  lumpier  coal  is  desired.  The  users  would  be  willing 
to  pay  a  higher  price  than  the  usual  quotations  if  they  could  obtain 
a  screened  coal  free  of  slack. 

Ships  bringing  coal  here  would  always  be  able  to  load  nitrate  for 
a  return  cargo.  Freights  on  nitrate  from  Antofagasta  to  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  United  States  are  now  about  100s.  ($24.30)  per  ton. 

While  the  center  of  nitrate  production  is  in  the  northern  part  of 
Chile,  the  business  transactions  relating  to  purchases  are  made  and 
shipping  arrangements  are  carried  out  at  Valparaiso.    The  purchase 
and  resale  of  coal  by  brokers  also  take  place  there. 
Kay  Xake  Arrangements  for  Cargoes  in  ITsw  York. 

Owners  of  vessels  are  advised  that  it  would  not  be  impossible  to 
arrange  about  cargoes  in  New  York,  consulting  the  large  coal  mining 
companies  regardmg  shipments  to  this  coast  and  negotiating  for 
return  freights  with  the  large  nitrate  importing  houses  in  the  United 
States,  or  representatives  of  the  larger  manufacturers  of  explosives 
and  chemicals.  Although  some  of  these  firms  have  their  own  vessels, 
they  frequently  need  additional  ships. 

High  freight  rates  in  the  local  coastwise  trade  still  continue,  so 
that  if  a  vessel  is  sent  with  coal  and  no  return  cargo  engaged  it  need 
not  lie  idle  on  this  coast^  but  could  easily  obtain  cargoes  of  barley, 
potatoes,  hay,  beans,  etc.,  in  the  southern  part  of  Chile  to  be  trans- 
ported to  the  nitrate  coast. 

Firms  in  Chile  which  are  interested  in  coal  imports  and  in  ship- 
ping nitrate  may  be  willing  to  act  as  agents  with  more  than  a  per- 
functory service  to  give,  but  their  interest  will  be  temporary,  as  they 
intend  to  import  their  coal  from  England  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over. 


SCOTCH  MILL  IIEN  STABT  BITSSIAN  LANGTTAOE  CLASSES. 

The  tweed  and  hosiery  manufacturers  of  Hawick,  Scotland,  at  a 
recent  conference  decided  to  take  steps  to  develop  direct  trade  with 
Eussia  and  to  start  classes  in  the  liussian  language.  The  Textile 
Mercury,  of  Manchester,  England,  in  reporting  this  fact,  states  that 
textile  manufacturers  are  malcing  preparations  now  to  seize  the 
opportunities  for  increased  business  with  Russia  that  are  expected 
after  the  war.  The  Mercury,  in  commenting  on  the  language  classes, 
adds: 

The  study  of  the  Russian  language  has  received  a  great  flUlp  In  this  country 
recently.  In  Manchester  a  considerable  number  of  persons  Is  receiving  tuition 
in  Russian,  and  it  was  rexwrted  recently  that  the  Burnley  Bklucatlon  Com- 
mittee had  decided  to  make  Inquiries  respecting  the  teaching  of  Russian,  with 
the  view  of  starting  classes  In  the  town  In  the  interest  of  the  commercial 
clasiws. 
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CHIHA'S  SOITKC^  OF  SUPFLT  FOB  BUTTEB. 

[CoDsnl  General  Tbomas  Sammons,  Shanghai,  May  31.1 

The  greater  proportion  of  the  butter  heretofore  imported  into 
China  has  been  from  Siberia,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  not  much 
coming  from  European  countries.  During  1914,  the  latest  year  for 
which  detailed  statistics  are  available,  the  total  importation  was 
about  1,894,000  pounds,  valued  at  $477,598,  of  which  Siberia  con- 
tributed about  771,200  pounds,  with  a  value  of  $183,663,  and  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand  about  511,400  pounds,  valued  at  $135,954, 
leaving  a  balance  credited  to  all  other  countries  of  611,400  pounds, 
valuedat  $157.  '81.  In  the  balance  are  included  2(S8,600  pounds,  with 
a  value  of  $74,807,  imported  from  Hongkong.  This  is  transshipped 
cargo,  a  part  of  which  may  be  credited  to  various  European  coun- 
tries and  to  America.  The  figures  show  that  the  leading  sources  of 
supply  for  Cliina  are  not  such  countries  as  are  most  affected  by  the 
European  war.  Great  Britain,  in  1914,  led  the  countries  of  Europe 
as  a  source  of  butter  supply,  with  about  142,100  pounds,  valued  at 
$39,201,  and  at  the  present  time  is  not  hampered  for  lack  of  shipping 
facilities  to  the  degree  that  certain  Continental  countries  are.  In 
the  same  year  Denmark  was  credited  with  only  about  4,900  pounds, 
valued  at  $1,558,  a  value  slightlv  greater  than  those  for  1912  and 
1913. 

Poreign  Residents  and  Wealthier  Chinese  Chief  Consumers. 

Butter  is  not  in  general  use  among  the  Chine,se  people  but  is 
imported  chiefly  for  consumption  by  foreign  residents  and  by  the 
wealthier  Chinese  in  treaty  ports,  who  have  come  under  foreign 
influence.  The  Chinese  customs  duty  on  butter  is  2  Haikwan  (cus- 
toms) taels  per  picul  (133J  pounds).  The  rate  of  conversion  used  is 
that  set  by  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  current  quarter. 
(Haikwan  tael=$0.7024.) 

[A  report  on  American  butter  In  South  China  was  ptiblisiied  in  Commgrcb 
Repobts  for  July  23.  1915.] 


WOBK  OF  UNITED  STATES  EMPLOYMENT  SERVICE. 

Tlie  United  States  Employment  Service,  tlie  work  of  which  is  per- 
formed under  the  supervision  of  the  Division  of  Information  of  the 
Bureau  of  Immigration,  Department  of  Labor,  bus  completed  the 
first  full  year  of  its  activities,  with  gratifying  results.  During  the 
year  25,645  employers  filed  application  for  107,331  workers.  In  the 
same  period  184,032  persons  applied  for  work,  of  whom  84.963  were 
referred  to  employment  and  75,156  were  actually  employed. 

During  the  year  the  Department  of  Labor,  in  pursuance  of  coop- 
erative arrangements  with  the  Department  of  Commerce,  utilized  its 
employment  service  by  establishing  registers  of  certificated  seamen. 
Through  the  operation  of  this  service  the  employment  officers  of  the 
Department  of  Labor  were  frequently  able  to  secure  for  merchant 
vesels  a  sufficient  number  of  certificated  seamen  to  complete  the 
crews;  and  when  unable  to  do  this  they  ascertained  and  reported  the 
fact  that  no  such  seamen  were  available  in  their  respective  ports. 
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FOBEiaN  TABIPFS. 

BRAZIL. 
Consular  Certiflcation  of  Bills  of  Lading. 

According  to  information  received  from  the  Consul  General  of 
Brazil  in  New  York,  shipment.s  valued  at  not  more  than  £10,  includ- 
ing freight,  packing,  commission,  etc.,  need  not  be  accompanied  by  a 
consular  inA'oice  if  shipped  on  a  parcel  receipt.  In  the  case  of  arti- 
cles shipped  on  bill  of  lading,  however,  a  consular  invoice  is  always 
required,  irrespective  of  the  value  of  goods. 

CANADA. 

[Customs  Memorandum  Xo.  2011B,  May  3.] 

Importation  of  Animal  Products  from  Illinois. 

The  Canadian  regulations  prohibiting  the  importation  into  Canada 
of  certain  animal  products  and  of  hay,  straw,  fodder,  and  manure 
from  the  State  of  Illinois  have  been  continued  in  force  for  a  period 
of  three  months  from  May  3, 1916.  [A  copy  of  the  regulations  is  on 
file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  will  he 
loaned  upon  application.] 

[Customs  Memorandum  2019B,  June  19.] 
Xarkins  of  Egg  Containers. 

Packages  containing  eggs  imported  into  Canada  must  not  be 
branded  or  stamped  with  the  words  "  Canada,"  "  Canadian,"  "  packed 
in  Canada,"  or  with  any  word  which  might  give  the  impression  that 
the  articles  are  of  Canadian  origin. 

OREECX. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  June  22.] 
Tariff  Increase. 

There  has  been  put  into  effect  an  increase  of  10  per  cent  in  the 
duties  on  practically  all  products  imported  into  Greece,  except  those 
admitted  at  conventional  rates  under  the  terms  of  commercial  treaties 
between  Greece  and  other  countries.  The  only  additional  articles  not 
subject  to  the  increase  are  wheat,  flour,  barley,  and  other  cereals  and 
products  of  which  the  State  has  a  monopoly. 

O0ATEIIALA. 

[El  Guatemalteco,  Apr.  28.] 
Export  Duties  on  ^gar. 

The  Guatemalan  Government  has  imposed  an  export  duty  of  $0.10 
per  quintal  (101.4  pounds)  on  brown  sugar  and  sirup  and  of  $0.25 
j)er  quintal  on  other  sugar  by  a  decree  dated  April  27,  1916.  The 
proceeds  of  the  new  tax  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  general  hospital  at 
Guatemala  City. 

ITALY. 

[Gazzctta  UfflclaK*,  Mar.  1.] 

Free  Admission  of  Certain  Kaohlncry  and.Xaterials. 

In  order  to  encourage  new  forms  of  industrial  activity,  the  Italian 
Government,  by  a  decree  of  February  17, 1916,  authorizea  the  esemp- 
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tion  from  import  duties  and  octroi  charges  of  machinery  and  ma- 
terials for  construction  to  be  used  in  new  industrial  enterprises,  such 
free  admission  to  be  allowed  for  a  period  of  5  years.  According 
to  the  decree,  the  exemption  is  to  apply  to  supplies  for  establishments 
manufactiu*ing  articles  not  already  produced  in  the  country,  those 
manufacturing  by  new  processes  articles  formerly  produced  m  Italy 
and  those  producing  supplementary  articles  in  the  nature  of  by- 
products. It  was  further  provided  that  regulations  under  this 
decree  should  be  issued  within  1  month  from  the  date  of  publication. 

NORWAT. 
Expert  Ovttes  on  Flsb. 

Consul  General  E.  Haldeman  Dennison,  Christiania,  has  for- 
warded a  report  dated  April  7,  1916,  giving  the  export  duties  now 
imposed  on  fish  products  shipped  from  Norway,  in  effect  March  30, 
1916.  Information  regarding  these  new  duties  may  be  obtained  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

FORTtrOAl. 

[Consnl  General  W.  h.  Lowrie,  Lisbon,  May  4.1 

Temporary  free  Admission  of  Food  Products. 

A  recent  decree  of  the  Portuguese  Minister  of  Finance,  besides  au- 
thorizing a  continuation  of  the  export  duties  on  various  articles  of 
general  consumption  with  a  view  to  discouraging  their  shipment 
from  the  country,  provides  for  the  free  admission  of  the  following 

Products  from  June  1,  1916,  until  the  end  of  the  war:  Com,  rye, 
irley,  oats,  beans,  forage,  potatoes,  fresh  and  preserved  meat,  cat- 
tle, swine,  sneep,  goats,  horses,  and  mules. 

imiTED  KIKODOX. 

[Consul  Augiutus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Apr.  IT.] 

Wool  Export  Licenses. 

The  War  Trade  Department  has  announced  that  a  new  subcom- 
mittee of  that  department  has  been  formed  to  deal  with  applica- 
tions for  the  issue  of  export  licenses  for  wool  and  wool  manufac- 
tures. Mr.  T.  II.  Jones,  of  the  firm  of  Lucien  Marcan's  Successors, 
wool,  top,  noil,  and  waste  merchants  of  Bradford,  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  subcommittee,  which  invites  the  cooperation  of 
interested  chambers  of  commerce  and  other  recognized  organizations 
connected  with  the  wool  trade.  In  regard  to  this  subcommittee  the 
War  Trade  Department  has  issued  the  following  announcement : 

1.  With  reference  to  the  various  prohibitions  now  in  force  in  the  export  of 
wool  and  animal  hnir  and  tops,  noils,  waste,  yarns,  and  manufactures  of  all 
descriptions  made  therefrom,  a  subcommitttee  of  tlie  War  Trade  Department 
liad  been  formed  to  consider  applications  for  the  issue  of  export  licenses.  The 
subcommittee  will  also  deal  with  wool  sl<ins  and  certain  descriptions  of  hair 
sldns.  Applications  for  crossbred,  East  India,  and  black-faced  wool,  as  well 
as  for  tops,  noils,  and  waste  made  therefrom,  will  continue,  as  at  present,  to  be 
considered  only  when  made  on  behalf  of  an  Allied  Government,  through  the 
Commission  Internationale  de  Ravitaillement,  India  House,  Kingsway,  London, 
W.  C.  Aiqrilcatlona  for  the  export  to  allied  and  neutral  countries  of  strictly 
UiBited  quantities  of  the  following  articles  will  receive  careful  consideration, 
•f  addretased  directly  to  the  War  Trade  Department : 

Woolen  and  worsted  manufactures;  merino  wool;  merino  yarn;  merino 
Bong  and  waste;  and  hair  (mohair,  alpaca,  etc.)  In  the  raw,  semi-manufactured 
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or  manufactured  state ;  shoddies  of  all  descriptions,  If  unsuitable  for  military 
requirements. 

This  intimation  nuist  not  be  taken  to  imply  that  licenses  will  necessarily  be 
granted  for  all  or  any  of  the  above  articles. 

2.  Crossbred  yam. — Applications  for  the  export  of  crossbred  yarn,  contain- 
ing materials  suitable  for  military  cloth  or  hosiery,  will  only  be  considered 
provided  that — 

(a)  The  yarn  at  the  present  time  is  unsuitable  for  military  purposes  in 
count,  color,  or  twist;  (6)  the  manufacture  of  the  yarn  at  the  date  of  this 
notice  has  reache<l  such  a  stage  as  to  render  its  use  for  military  purposes 
impracticable. 

Future  application  will  not  be  considered  for  ony  yarns  containing  crossbred 
wool,  unless  the  yarns  are  required  for  Allied  Governments  and  the  sanction 
of  the  Director  of  Army  Contracts  has  been  obtained  previous  to  their  manu- 
facture. The  attention  of  applicants  is  specially  directed  to  the  necessity  of 
applying  for  licenses  only  in  cases  where  the  quantities  applied  for  do  not 
exceed  tliose  of  normal  orders,  and  where  they  are  absolutely  satisfied  that 
the  consignees  are  in  every  way  trustworthy  and  that  the  material  will  not 
be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  enemy.  Failure  in  this  respect  may  not  only 
involve  a  refusal  of  the  application  in  question  but  may  also  prejudice  further 
applications.  The  subcommittee  invites  tlie  cooperation  of  Interested  chambers 
of  commerce  and  otlier  recognized  organizations  connected  with  the  wool  trade 
in  carrying  out  the  duties  intrusted  to  their  charge.  With  this  object,  they 
are  prepared  to  set  apart  one  day  each  month  for  consultation  with  such 
bodies  on  questions  offecting  the  i.ssue  of  licenses,  but  find  it  essential  that 
the  consultations  shall  be  with  combinations  of  interests  as  far  as  practicable. 


HAITIAN  TASTE  IN  SOCKS  ASH  STOCKINGS. 

[.Special  .\gcnt  Garrard  Harris.] 

There  is  transmitted  herewith  a  sample  collection  of  socks,  stock- 
ings, and  children's  hose  typical  of  the  patterns  that  meet  the  taste 
of  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  Haitian  population.  The  goods, 
which  are  of  almost  every  conceivable  color  and  combination,  are 
from  a  firm  in  Barcelona,  Spain.  The  price  marks  are  in  Spanish 
pesetas,  the  peseta  being  equivalent  to  about  20  cents  United  States 
currency.  The  prices  are  made  on  a  basis  of  three  months'  credit. 
There  is  no  discount  for  cash.  This  firm  has  been  shipping  to  the 
Haitian  market  for  a  number  of  years. 

It  will  be  noted  upon  examination  that  most  of  the  samples  are 
of  heavy  weaves.  One  would  naturally  suppose  that  the  people 
would  want  as  light  a  fabric  as  possible,  but  this  is  not  the  case. 
The  natives  have  an  idea  that  to  be  durable  the  goods  must  be  heavy. 
The  samples  sent  were  selected  from  a  large  assortment  as  being 
about  the  average  of  what  the  people  in  Haiti  want.  The  merchant 
who  assisted  in  this  selection  states  that  he  has  attempted  to  get  this 
&ort  of  hosiery  from  the  United  States,  but  can  not.  He  can  obtain 
very  fair  blacks,  tans,  and  whites,  but  not  the  bright  colors  and  com- 
binations desired  by  the  trade,  and  is  therefore  forced  to  buy  in 
other  markets. 

(The  snmpli's  will  be  on  exhibition  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  and  its  district  offices,  where  they  may  be  inspected  by  interested 
.^niericiin  hosiery  firms.    Ask  for  file  974.] 


Manafactorers  of  Licorice  Boot  and  Extract  in  Italy. 

Consul  General  David  F.  Wilber,  at  Genoa,  Italy,  has  transmitted 
a  list  of  the  more  important  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  licorice 
root  and  extract  in  Italy,  copy  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices 
by  referring  to  file  No.  78350. 
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SHEPpnra  at  south  apbicah  poets  comfabeb. 

(Vice  Consul  Hugh  8.  Hood,  Durban,  N'uta'..  May  11.] 

The  railway  commissioners,  in  a  recent  report,  called  attention  to 
what  they  termed  the  necessity  of  readjusting  the  proportions  of 
trade,  as  between  the  ports  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  after  the 
war.  No  ports  are  spec'fically  mentioned,  but  it  is  evident  from  the 
statistical  returns  dealing  with  January  and  February,  1916,  that 
Durban  is  exceeding  all  records.  In  tonnage  of  cargo  shipped,  this 
port  is  doing  about  twice  as  much  as  the  three  other  principal  Union 
narbors  put  together,  and  in  cargo  landed  has  a  large  preponderance 
over  any  other  port.  Cargo  shipped  oversea  was:  Durban,  271,880 
tons;  Cape  Town,  95,541  tons;  East  London,  34,210  tons;  Port  Eliza- 
beth, 14,453  tons.  Cargo  from  oversea  landed  was :  Durban,  100,462 
tons;  Cape  Town,  83,671  tons;  Port  Elizabeth,  42.122  tons;  East  Lon- 
don, 26,840  tons. 
Onrban  Galalsg  I«ad  in  Imports  and  Exports. 

Figures  relating  to  Delagoa  Bay,  which  is  not  in  the  Union  of 
South  Africa,  are  given  only  in  terms  of  value,  but  in  the  table  of 
imports  and  exports  it  is  manifest  what  a  lead  Durban  is  gaining. 
Imports  through  Durban  for  the  two  months  amounted  in  value 
to  £1,845,644  (|8,981,826) ;  through  Cape  Town,  £1,210,776  ($5,892,- 
236);  and  through  Port  Elizabeth,  £1,132,508  ($5,511,350).  Ex- 
ports (excluding  gold  and  diamonds)  were:  Through  Durban. 
£975^82  ($4,747,183) ;  through  Port  Elizabeth,  £575,476  ($2,800,- 
553);  through  East  London,  £563.019  ($2,739,931);  and  through 
Cape  Town,  £431,158  ($1,660,245), 


BESULTS  OF  MAGITETIC  OBSEBVATIOHS  PUBLISHED. 

The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  has  issued,  as 
Special  Publication  No.  36,  a  volume  containing  the  results  of  mag- 
netic observations  made-  during  the  calendar  year  1915,  together 
with  descriptions  of  the  stations  occupied.  Results  are  given  for 
496  stations  in  397  localities  in  35  States  and  Territories,  including 
about  90  auxiliary  stations  in  areas  of  marked  local  disturbance. 
There  is  presented  in  tabular  form  a  comparison  of  the  declination 
results  at  80  repeat  stations  with  the  results  of  earlier  observations 
m  the  same  localities.  The  horizontal  intensity  results  have  been 
corrected  to  reduce  them  to  the  provisional  international  standard 
of  the  Department  of  Terrestrial  Magnetism  of  the  Carnegie  Insti- 
tution of  Washington. 

HIGH  BATES  FOE  DIEECT  SHIPPING  TO  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Hugh  S.  Hood,  Durban,  Natal,  June  6.1 

Many  customers  in  Durban  are  refusing  to  order  new  lines  or 
repeat  former  deliveries  on  account  of  high  freight  rates  .direct  from 
New  York.  I  understand  that  several  snippers  are  negotiating  for 
shipping  arrangements  to  South  Afi-ica  via  England. 

Good  orders  for  household  soaps,  piece  goods,  stationery,  and 
hosiery  lines,  it  is  reported,  have  been  held  back,  the  smaller  mer- 
chants drawing  from  local  stocks  and  indenting  to  England. 

Similar  conditions  have  been  reported  from  other  districts. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOB  GOVEBNHElfrr  SUPPLIES  ASH  COHSTBUCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  otBces  named,  and  specifications  con  usually 
be  obtained  nt  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malUni;  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Hack  saw,  blades,  hoist,  and  motor.  No.  3431. —  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Chief  Signal  OflScer,  War  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  July  31,  1916,  for  furnishing  1  power  haclf  saw,  48  power  haclf- 
.saw  blades,  1  duplex  hoist,  and  1  2-horsopower  electric  motor. 

Buoy  bodies.  No.  3432. — Sealed  proiwsals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse 
inspector,  TompliinsviUe,  N.  Y.,  until  July  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  and 
delivering  four  acetylene  buoy  IkmIIos,  type  "  L."  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

8t€cl  and  cast-iron  parts.  No.  3433. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlM- 
oifice  of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  V.  C,  until 
July  31,  1916,  for  furnishing  the  stationary  steel  and  cast-iron  parts  for 
the  movable  crest  of  Sherburne  Lakes  spillway,  Milli  River  project,  Mon- 
taiw.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  Recla- 
mation Service  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Denver,  CJolo. ;  or  Browning,  Mont 

Subsistence  supplies.  No.  3434. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  depot  quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  115  East  Ontario  Street. 
Chicago,  III.,  until  July  24,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  white  and 
yellow  corn  meal,  rice,  prunes,  evaporated  apples  and  peaches,  coffee,  granu- 
lated sugar,  cucumber  piclcles,  lemon  and  vanilla  flavoring  extracts,  ciioco- 
iate  candy,  ginger  and  soda  cracliers,  sales  lard,  pineapples,  tomato-catsup 
sauce,  maple  sirup,  cut  loaf  sugar,  and  granulated  smoliing  tobacco. 

Stationery  and  textiles.  No.  3435. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oKcc 
of  the  medical-supply  depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street, 
New  Yorl£,  N.  Y.,  until  July  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  wire  letter  basket.?, 
waste-paper  baskets,  standard  prescription  books,  steel  erasers.  Ink  powder 
or  tablets,  carbon  paper,  manifolding  paper,  writing  paper,  penracks,  perfo- 
rating punch,  office  tape,  mosquito  bars,  bath  robes,  wool  blankets,  cooks' 
caps,  unbleached  muslin,  oilcloth,  pajamas,  cotton  pillowcases,  cotton  slieeti, 
cotton  shirts,  cotton  thread,  and  lettered  bath  towels. 

Chart  paper.  No.  3436. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Superintend- 
ent, Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey  Avenue  SE.,  Washingtois. 
D.  C,  until  July  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  202  reams  chart  paper.  Specifier 
tions  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  oflScer. 

Wire,  No.  3437. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  ("liief 
Signal  Ofllcer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  July  24,  191G,  for 
furnisljing  170,000  feet  of  outside  distributing  wire. 

Locomotives,  No.  3438. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  receivetl  at  the  office  of  ilie 
general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Wa.shington,  D.  ('.,  !i;:(il 
August  23.  1916,  for  the  purchase  of  locomotives  no  longer  nt>ode(l.  (Circu- 
lar No.  1057.) 

Bulhhcail,  rfc..  No.  .34:>9. — Sealed  proposal.s  will  be  received  by  the  lightlidi'f" 
inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  building  an  interlocking  creosoted  sheot-pllo 
l)ulUliead,  etc.,  at  the  New  Canal  Light  Station,  New  Orlean.s,  La.  FurtUw 
information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

Keroxciir  cases.  No.  3440. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse 
Inspector,  Portland,  Oreg.,  imtil  August  1,  1916,  for  the  purchase  of  2,000 
kerosene  cases,  each  containing  two  5-gallon  cans,  delivered  at  Tongue  Point 
Liglitliouse  depot,  Astoria,  Oreg.  Further  information  may  be  oljtained  on 
application  to  the  lighthouse  Inspector,  Portland,  Oreg. 

Beinforcing  material.  No.  3441. — Sealed  projwsals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  tiie  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  August  4,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United  States 
Penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  reinforcing  material  for  roof  of  east  main-cell 
wing.  Copies  of  the  specifications  and  further  information  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
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Spar  buoi/t.  No.  3442. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Ughthouae 
Inspector,  Tompklnsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  August  1,  1916,  for  furnishing  and 
dellyerlns  t.  o.  b.  cars,  place  of  loading,  400  wooden  spar  buoys. 

gxcavation.  No.  3443. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Carlsbad,  N.  Mer.,  until  August  1,  1916, 
for  worlc  involving  the  excavation  of  about  151,000  cubic  yards  of  material 
about  15  miles  northwest  of  Carlsbad,  on  the  Atchison,  Topelca  &  Santa  Fe 
Railway.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  tlie 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Denver,  Colo.,  or  Carlsbad,  N.  Mex. 


AMEBICAir  COirSTJLAB  OFFICEES  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  gjlad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  orpranizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  e.\cept 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nanw. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
vanuf. 

Aug.  li 
Auf.  10 
Sept.    5 
Aug.    i 
Pept.    1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 

Address. 

W«rt,G«orr«N 

Coote.A.  B 

H«!».F.D 

Fidwr.FredD 

ItoJter.^m.  Winiam  W 

E«lUer,  HatTT  a 

B»l«r.  E.  Carlton 

Ho«a?han,J.C 

Jfs«l,Joto  P.". 

Kcopw,  Graham  U 

Department  o(  Stat«,  Wa  Kington,  D.C. 
121  We.n  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Albany,  Orog. 
CarroUton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Pa. 

Apartment  No.  75,  The  Brunswick, 

Wa?hlnston,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Foitrleenth  Street,  Ba- 

vonnc,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State.Washlngton,  D.C. 
Do. 

Palros,  Orcwe 

Tluddorsfleld,  En^and 

Tientsin,  Cbina 

Durban,  Nata),  South 
Airka. 

Brcslau,  Oerman.v 

Nagasalcl,  Japan 

Klnfst:n,  Jamaisa 

ChaJoo.  rhlna 

Erfurt,  Germany 

AITSTSAXIAN  KEBCHANT  SEEKS  AGENCIES. 

The  District  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce in  New  York  City  reports  that  an  Australian  business  man 
called  at  the  office,  stating  that  he  expects  to  return  to  Australia  on 
July  27  and  would  like  td  arrange  to  repre.^ent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  on  an  agency  basis.  He  is  also  in  position  to 
buy  goods  for  his  own  account  and  will  pay  cash  against  shipping 
(iocuments  in  New  York.  The  man's  name  and  address,  togetlier 
with  references,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
antl  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington,  or  its  District  Offices. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Boom  400  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Btiildlng;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
lational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibeniia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  307  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
Itt  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
■eree;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Gen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  IT.  0.  &  T.  P. 
Ky.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
iMree;  PlUladelphla,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Soathem 
tj.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOBEION  TBADE  OFFOBTUmTIES. 

Reserved  addresnoB  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bare^o  and  Its  diatrlet  ofllcea.    Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportmnlty  nninlwr. 

'     The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assame  responalblUty  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Telephone  mouthpieces.  No.  21881. — Au  American  consular  officer  In  Canada 
reports  that  a  local  telephone  company  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  manu- 
facturers of  glass  telephone  mouth-pieces. 

Office  furniture,  hardware,  etc.,  No.  21882. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a 
man  from  Itussla,  who  Is  now  in  the  United  States,  desires  to  enter  Into 
commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  men's  furnisli- 
ings,  rubber  .goods,  furniture,  office  furniture,  hardware,  surgical  appliances, 
corrugatetl  iron  for  building  purposes,  pacl^lng,  drugs  and  chemicals,  sta- 
tionery, kitchen  utensils,  paints  and  varnishes,  tools,  china  and  enameled 
ware,  farm  iniplements,  nidlators,  and  toilet  preparations.  Refcren<-es 
given. 

U'lrc  racks,  No.  21SS3. — Au  American  consular  oflicer  in  tlie  United  Kingdoiu 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  receive  quotations  from  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  wire  racks  for  perforated  music  libraries.  Quota- 
tions should,  if  possible,  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  British  ports. 

Agency,  No.  21884. — A  salesman  with  several' years  experience  in  the  general 
import  business  in  t'iiina,  advises  the  Bureau  that  he  contemplates  re- 
turning to  the  Orient  shortly  and  is  desirous  of  representing  American 
manufacturers  of  goods  suitable  for  the  Chinese  trade.  No  particular  line 
is  specified.    Iteferences  given. 

Machinery,  No.  21885. — An  American  consular  oiflcer  in  the  Far  East  reports 
that  a  plantation  owner  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and 
price  lists  of  sugar  macliincry  for  a  plant  which  will  produce  about  10 
tons  of  sugar  per  day  of  24  hours.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Englisb. 
Catalogues  should  be  sent  In  triplicate  to  the  American  Consulate. 

Preserved  fish.  No.  21886. — ^A  wholesale  commission  merchant  in  Spain  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  represent  American  exporters 
of  preserve<l  fish.  The  merchant  desires  to  make  purcliases  on  his  owu 
account. 

Iron  beds.  No.  21SS7. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Newfoundland  reports 
tliiit  a  firm  In  his  <iistrict  wlslies  to  be  placeil  in  toucli  with  Amerlcnii 
umiiufacturers  of  iron  Ix'ds  for  hospital  purpose.  Quotations  should  In; 
made  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

Hides,  skins,  wool,  etc..  No.  21888. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South 
.Africa  reports  that  a  syndicate  recently  organized  contemplfttes  engaging  In 
export  trade  with  the  United  States,  and  communication  is  desire<l  with 
importers  of  iiides,  .skins,  wool,  mohair,  ostrich  feathers,  etc. 

Men's  funiishinos,  etc..  No.  21889.— The  Bureau  is  Informetl  that  a  firm  m 
Holland  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  tailors'  requisites 
such  as  linings  (horsehair  mixed  witli  cotton,  etc.),  collars,  neckties, 
shirts,  etc. 

Prinlinn  press,  etc.,  No.  21800. — .\  Oovernment  official  in  Brazil  Informs  an 
.American  consular  oflicer  that  it  is  proiwsed  to  purchase  a  printing  pres?, 
and  materials,  such  as  paper,  inks,  etc.,  for  the  purpose  of  printing  all 
official  Government  paiiers.  Correspondence,  and  tlie  printetl  matter,  ctf., 
if  i)ossible,  should  be  in  I'ortiiguese. 

Umip  fasteners.  No.  21891. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Central  America 
writes  tliat  a  firm  in  ills  district  wishes  to  receive  samples,  with  quotations, 
of  snap  fasteners.  A  very  clieap  article  Is  desired,  in  black  and  white 
with  covering  or  i)iain  metal.  They  should  be  packed  one  dozen  to  the 
card  and  one  gross  of  cards  in  a  package.  Cards  sitould  be  of  very  light 
paper  and  packages  should  be  made  as  light  as  possible.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  Kngiish. 

W.ISHIXOTON  :  GOVIBNUBXT  PBIXTING  OFFICl :  1M» 
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SAinSH  DECBEES  BEGASDUTO  STOKED  HEBCHAHDISE. 

[Consul  General  E.  D.  Wlnslow,  Copenbagen,  June  22.] 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  of  Denmark  has  made  known  to  the 
importing  trade  and  merchants  who  have  brought  goods  into  Den- 
mark for  the  purpose  of  stwage  and  on  which  merchandise  an  em- 
bargo exists  or  on  which  restrictions  have  been  imposed  against  re- 
exportation that  these  stored  goods  must  be  sold  to  the  customers  in 
Daimark  if  Danish  merchants  wish  to  purchase  for  absolute  home 
consumption.  This  regulation  it  is  hoped  will  prevent  an  artificial 
scarcity  of  necessaries,  hinder  an  unhealthy  speculation,  and  make 
it  impossible  to  store  goods  for  the  use  of  neighboring  countries. 


BieH  VEIN  OF  LEAB  OBE  IS  ONTABIO. 

(Consul  Henry  P.  Starr«tt,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  12.] 

A  report  from  the  Ontario  Bureau  of  Mines,  dealing  with  lead  and 
zinc  deposits  in  the  Province,  gives  information  relative  to  the 
Lead  Hills  location  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  in  the 
township  of  McTavish,  at  a  distance  of  3  or  4  miles  west  of  the 
shore  of  Black  Bay.    The  bureau  states : 

A  ilch  vein  of  lead  ore  occurs  in  a  pale-red  indurated  marl..  Prof.  Chapman 
says  of  It :  "  The  vein  consists  of  a  gangue  of  quartz,  with  inclosed  portions  of 
wall  rock,  and  some  heavy  spar,  etc.,  carrying  a  very  strong  load  of  Intermixed 
copper  pyrites  and  galena.  The  vein  Itself  appears  to  average  about  10  feet 
in  width,  but  at  present  it  is  to  a  great  extent  uncovered;  •  The  copper  pyrites 
and  galena,  although  scattered  more  or  less  through  tbe  vein,  run  principally 
iB  a  solid  lode  at  least  4  feet  in  width."  In  one  ore  sample  he  found  8.10  and 
in  another  11.62  per  cent  of  copper.  One  of  these  samples  also  yielded  47.56 
per  cent  of  lead.  Anotlwr  gave  35.38  per  cent  of  lead,  nearly  one  ounce  of 
8ilTer,  and  half  an  ounce  of  gold  to  the  ton. 


IBOFOSES  BECONSTBVCnOH  OF  BUSSIAN  WATEBWAT. 

tJonrnal  of  Rusgian-.Amerlcan  Chamber  ot  Commerce,  Moscow,  .April.] 

The  Bussian  Government  has  decided  to  reconstruct  the  Duke  of 
.Wurttemberg  waterway  system,  connecting  Archangel  with  Petro- 
grad,  so  that  it  will  accommodate  vessels  of  large  size.  An  effort 
will  be  made  to  have  the  enlarged  waterway  ready  for  use  in  the  first 
half  of  the  navig{ttion  season  of  1917. 
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HEBCHANT  SHIFBTTILDnrG,  1912  TO  1916. 

At  present  the  United  States  fqr  the  first  time  in  over  half  a 
century  is  not  only  building  more  merchant  shipping  than  any 
other  country,  but  the  American  output  for  the  year  1916  wiu 
probably  exceed  that  of  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  most  complete  records  of  the  world's  shipbuilding,  uniform 
for  a  period  of  years,  are  those  published  by  Lloyd's  Register,  show- 
ing merchant  vessels  over  100  gross  tons  launched  each  calendar  year, 
not  including  vessels  built  for  rivers,  barges,  and  other  unrigged 
craft.  For  this  reason  Lloyd's  figures  are  somewhat  less  than  the 
Government  returns  for  the  United  States,  the  Netherlands,  Ger- 
many, and  other  countries  with  considerable  river  and  canal  naviga- 
tion. Lloyd's  returns  for  the  calendar  "years  1912j  1913,  1914,  and 
1915  are  printed  below  as  the  best  measure  of  the  effect  or  the 
European  war  on  merchant  shipbuilding,  although  changes  in  the 
case  of  the  United  States  are  not  attributable  to  that  cause.  The 
world's  output  of  merchant  shipping  during  the  calendar  year  1913 
was  the  largest  recorded,  and  under  normal  conditions  probably 
would  not  have  been  fully  maintained  for  two  or  three  years  fol- 
lowing. The  returns  below  for  1914  closed  with  the  end  of  July 
so  far  as  Germany  and  Austria  are  concerned,  aS  those  countries 
have  issued  no  shipping  reports  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

HeTchant  Tetsels  Lannohed. 

The  following  table  gives  the  gross  tonnage  of  merchant  vessels 
of  100  gross  tons  or  over  launched  in  the  world  during  the  calendar 
3'ears  1912  to  1915,  inclusive : 


Where  bolK. 

1»12 

1913 

1914 

19U 

No. 

Teni. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tmis. 

United  Kingdom 

712 
84 
12 
22 
80 

165 
27 

168 

112 
S9 
22 

144 
30 
62 

1,738,514 
34,790 
38,821 
26,103 
110,734 
375,317 
25,196 
67,756 
09,439 
60,265 
13,968 

194,273 
89,960 
46,654 

688 
91 
17 
31 
89 

162 
38 

152 
96 
74 
25 

1S3 
23 

83 

1,932,153 
48,330 
61,767 
40,033 
176,095 
465,226 
50,356 
64,664 
104,306 
60,637 
18,524 

228,332 
48,216 
43,465 

656 
80 
II 
25 
33 
89 
47 
32 

130 
61 
26 

84 
10 
35 

1,683,553 
47,534 

o34,335 
32,815 

114,052 

•387,192 

42,961 

85,861 

118,163 
54,204 
15,163 

163, 987 

37,835 

°  36, 148 

327 
31 

% 
6 

% 
26 

1» 
60 
27 

76 
8 
10 

660,  tU 

AUfftrift'Huiigaiy 

'P^jiixifirk    .  r    ' 

26,408 

Oermany  

^^,ir, 

Italy ...". 

Jspon 

40,408 

62;  070 
20^  SU 

is7,isr 

Nethtrlands 

Norway 

Sweden ....•- 

United  States: 

Coast 

Oreat  Vikaa 

so,  an 

■13^641 

Total 

1,719 

2,001,769 

1,760 

3,332,882 

1,319 

'■2,862,753 

743 

•1,901,63» 

a  Betoms  not  complete.  6  Returns  not  available. 

Effect  of  War  on  Bhlpbullding. 

The  first  five  months  of  the  war  did  not  seriously  affect  the  world's 
launching  of  merchant  ships,  outside  of  Belgium,  France,  and  Ger- 
many, although  deliveries  late  in  1914  began  to  oe  slow  in  British 
yards.  In  1914  the  United  States  launched  only  200,762  gross  tons, 
compared  with  276,448  gross  tons  in  1913,  but  the  decrease  was  not  a 
result  of  the  war.  The  world's  total  in  1914,  even  with  the  Central 
Powers  excluded  for  five  months,  was  only  480,000  tons  less  than 
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the  world's  maximum  in  1913  and  was  above  the  recent  average 
annual  output. 

The  belligerent  powers,  which  in  1913  launched  2,798,580  gross  tons 
of  merchant  ships,  launched  only  769,875  gross  tons  in  1915.  The 
neutral  powers,  outside  of  the  United  States,  in  1913  launched  257,844 
gross  tons,  and  in  1915  launched  254,303  gross  tons.  Local  causes  led 
to  a  further  reduction  in  the  American  output  from  276,448  tons  in 
1913  to  177.460  tons  in  1915.  The  total  decline  in  the  world's  ship- 
building for  1914  and  1915,  both  compared  with  1913,  was  1,438 
ships  of  2,611,373  gross 'tons.  To  these  totals  should  now  be  added 
the  decreased  output  in  shipyards  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916, 
which  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  states  would  bring  the  total  since 
the  outbreak  of  tlie  war  in  August,  1914,  up  to  3,500,000  gross  tons, 
notwithstanding  the  present  activity  of  American,  Japanese,  and 
Dutch  yards.  The  loss  to  international  commerce  through  the  de- 
cline in  shipbuilding  thus  has  been  greater  than  the  loss  through  the 
actual  destruction  of  shipping,  although  the  latter  has  fixed  the 
world's  attention  because  of  the  submarine  attaclcs  on  passenger 
steamships.  Eeports  compiled  by  the  Xew  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce (July  5,  1916)  show  that  1,346  ships  of  2,713,996  gross  tons 
were  destroyed  from  the  outbreak  of  the  war  to  June  30,  1916. 
AetiTlty  in  the  United  States,  Japan,  and  the  Hetherlands. 

Late  in  1915  and  early  in  1916  belief  that  the  European  war  would 
hist  three  years  led  to  an  exceptional  development  of  shipbuilding 
by  the  maritime  powers  not  actively  engaged  m  war.  In  the  first 
six  months  of  1916  the  United  States  launched  and  put  into  oi^eration 
192  ships  of  228,016  gross  tons  (each  over  100  tons) — more  than  the 
entire  years  output  for  1914  or  1915.  On  July  1,  1916,  private 
American  shipyards  were  building  or  had  on  order  385  steel  merchant 
ships  of  1,225,784  gross  tons  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  July  17]. 
The  builders'  returns  indicate  that  of  this  tonnage  159  ships  of 
444,090  gross  tons  will  be  launched  before  December  31,  1916,  thus 
indicating  a  total  output  by  the  United  States  for  the  12  months  of 
351  steel  ships  of  672,106  gross  tons.  Various  causes  retard  ship- 
building, especially  in  times  of  high  pressure,  and  the  output  of  steel 
ship  tonnage  during  the  current  six  months  of  1916  may  fall  short  of 
present  indications.  Wooden  ships,  however,  not  included  in  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation's  monthly  returns,  will  help  to  make  good  any 
shortage,  as  wooden-ship  building  has  revived  considerably  under 
the  pressure  of  the  times. 

The  shipyards  of  Japan,  according  to  Commercial  Attache 
Arnold's  recent  report,  are  fully  occupied  with  work  for  two  years 
and  have  reluctantly  been  obliged  to  decline  foreign  orders  in  order 
to  supply  their  own  shipowners.  The  ships  building  for  delivery 
this  year  number  50  of  189,450  gross  tons,  which  will  be  more  than 
double  Japan's  largest  output,  in  1914.  Japanese  builders  have  con- 
tracts for  104  ships  of  464,370  gross  tons  to  be  delivered  in  1916, 
1917,  and  1918,  the  Osaka  yard  contracting  to  deliver  35  of  102.400 
twis.  Japan,  however,  is  obliged  to  import  steel  and  began  negotia- 
tions in  the  United  States  in  January,  which  have  been  carried  out 
successfully  and  extended  considerably  the  market  for  American 
^eel  products. 
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The  shipyards  of  the  Netherlands,  according  to  recent  reports  of 
American  officers,  have  contracted  to  build  merchant  ships  at  ex- 
traordinary prices  practically  up  to  their  capacity  for  1916,  1917. 
and  into  1918.  Ships  thus  buildmg  or  ordered  late  in  1915  were  re- 
ported at  71,  of  251,750  gross  tons.  Delivery,  however,  seems  to  be 
somewhat  slow,  as  during  the  first  three  months  of  1916  only  seven 
new  ships,  of  15,349  gross  tons,  were  added  to  the  Dutch  seagoing 
merchant  fleet,  while  in  the  same  period  the  Tubantia  (13,910  tons), 
the  Palevibang  (6,673  tons) ,  and  others  were  sunk  by  submarines 
and  drifting  mines. 

Output  in  Norway,  Vnited  Kingdom.  France,  Italy,  and  eennany. 

Norway's  output  of  85,000  tons  in  1915  was  the  largest  recorded 
and  will  doubtless  be  exceeded  this  year,  as  over  a  vear  ago  Nor- 
wegians began  to  place  large  orders  in  American  yarcfs,  some  with  a 
view  to  subsequent  sale  to  Americans  or  others. 

On  March  31,  1916,  the  shipyards  of  the  United  Kingdom  had 
under  actual  construction,  according  to  Lloyd's  Register,  423  steel 
steamships,  of  1,423,335  gross  tons,  many  of  which  for  some  months 
have  been  nearly  completed,  but  await  materials.  The  dates  of 
laimch  and  completion  in  British  yards  are  uncertain  so  long  as 
yards  are  employed  fully  on  naval  construction  and  turning  out  war 
munitions  for  the  allies.  During  the  first  three  months  of  1916 
British  yards  launched  only  69  steel  steamers,  of  80,561  gross  tons. 

Frencu  shipyards  also  are  fully  employed  cm  naval  construction 
and  the  manufacture  of  munitions,  and  French  shipowners  have  made 
inquiries  for  tonnage  from  American  builders.  There  is  in  France  a 
considerable  tonnage  of  merchant  steamships  partly  built, 

In  December,  1915,  the  Italian  shipyards  had  12  steel  steamships, 
of  82,482. gjross  tons,  under  construction, but  the  probable  date  of  com- 
pletion is  not  known.  There  are  no  returns  from  Austria-Hungary, 
and  i)resumably  shipbuilding  has  ceased  under  the  Italian  blockade 
of  Trieste  and  Fiume. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Germany  has  printed  no  returns,  and 
is  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  building  submarines  and  on  other  naval 
construction,  repair,  and  munitions  work.  In  December,  1913,  the 
Germanischer  Lloyd  report  showed  499  merchant  vessels,  of  906,851 

fross  tons,  including  river  boats,  canal  boats,  lighters,  etc.,  were 
uilding  in  German  yards,  of  which  up  to  July  30, 1914,  89,  oi  387,lfe 
gross  tons,  had  been  launched,  so  that  in  August,  1914,  about  410 
vessels,  of  520,000  gross  tons,  were  building  or  ordered  in  Gh:rman 
yards.  Cabled  statements  to  the  United  States  in  July,  1916,  from 
Hamburg-American  and  North  German  Lloyd  authorities  indicate 
that  such  merchant  work  as  Germany  has  done  since  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  has  been,  with  few  exceptions,  on  the  ships  ordered  late  in 
1913  and  early  in  1914. 


The  quantity  of  petroleum  marketed  in  1915  from  oil  fields  of 
Illinois,  according  to  statistics  compiled  by  the  United  States  Geo- 
logical Survey,  was  19,041,695  barrels,  which  is  less  by  2,878^W>4 
barrels,  or  13  per  cent,  than  the  corresponding  output  in  1914.  olie 
average  price  received  at  the  wells  was  80  cents  a  barrel,  a  decrease 
of  18  cents  from  1914. 
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THEATERS  AND  EHM  MAKLSQ  IS  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Honolaln,  Jul;  3.] 

The  Liberty  Theater,  of  Honolulu,  has  installed  a  $10,000  Wur- 
litzer  pipe  organ.  The  transportation  charges  from  the  factory  to 
Honolulu  amounted  to  more  than  $1,000.  Motion-picture  theaters 
were  fii-st  established  here  about  10  years  ago  and  were  then  merely 
"  holes  in  the  waU."  With  the  rapid  development  of  the  artistic  side 
of  motion-picture  filming  the  class  of  theaters  in  Honolulu  has  been 
raised  until  at  present  the  city  posse^es  several  first-class  houses,  the 
largest  having  a  seating  cajpacity  of  1,800  persons.  The  architecture 
of  this  place  of  amusement  is  suited  to  the  climate ;  plenty  of  ventila- 
tion is  afforded  through  rows  of  shutter  windows. 

Ten  years  ago  the  highest  price  paid  for  admission  to  motion- 
picture  theaters  was  15  cents,  ranging  down  to  5  cents.  To-day  the 
standard  high  price  is  30  cents  for  reserved  seats,  with  a  50-cent 
charge  for  box  and  loge  seats.  The  Honolulu  public,  with  its  large 
tourist  population,  demands  the  best  pictures,  and  the  leading 
theaters  are  now  on  the  circuits  of  the  foremost  producers  of  New 
York  and  California. 

The  exchange  system  permits  these  same  pictures  to  be  sent  to  the 
outlying  islands^  so  that  even  in  small  plantation  towns  on  the 
Island  of  Kauai,  the  westernmost  of  the  Hawaiian  group,  2,400  miles 
from  San  Francisco,  the  same  pictures  produced  in  the  leading 
theaters  of  Honolulu  are  given  before  an  audience  composed  prin- 
cipally of  Japanese,  Chinese,  Koreans,  Filipinos,  Porto  Eicans, 
Spaniards,  and  Siberians. 
Cirras  Tents  Used  for  Pictures  in  Some  Places. 

Where  no  theaters  have  been  built,  in  some  of  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, enterprising  motion-picture  managers  have  large  tents  of  the 
circus  type  erected.  By  rotation  a  tent  is  seen  in  a  village  about 
every  two  weeks. 

During  the  past  three  years  two  or  three  motion-picture  companies 
have  come  to  Honolulu,  partly  on  vacation  tours  and  partly  to  com- 
plete pictures  which  call  for  a  Hawaiian  setting.  The  result  has 
been  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of  the  Hawaiian  climate  and 
scenery  as  a  foundation  upon  which  to  build  a  motion-picture  colony. 
Negotiations  are  under  way  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  colony. 
At  least  $50,000  of  local  capital  will  be  invested,  the  remainder  com- 
ing from  the  mainland.  An  expert  from  New  York  states  that  while 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  are  admirably  suited  to  the  filming  of  South 
Sea  scenes,  they  are  also  adapted  for  a  New  York  setting. 


President  Appointed  for  Bank  of  ITrngrnay. 

American  Minister  Kobert  E.  Jeffery,  at  Montevideo,  Uruguay, 
reports  under  date  of  June  19,  that  the  President  of  Uruguay  has 
issued  a  decree  appointinjg  Dr.  Claudio  Williman,  president  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Republic.  The  decree  contained  the  appointment  of 
Drs.  Serapio  del  Castillo,  Eduardo  Acevedo,  and  A.  Labadie  as 
directors  of  this  bank.  Dr.  Williman  was  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment president  of  the  University  of  Uruguay,  and  was  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Republic. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.278  COMUEBCE  BEF0BT8. 

CANABIES  E£C£IV£  LABGESI  DIRECT  SHIFHEHT. 

[Consul  George  K.  StUcs,  Tenerlffe,  June  12.]- 

The  largest  and  most  valuable  single  cargo  of  American  merchan- 
dise ever  brought  direct  to  the  Canary  Islands  was  landed  on  the 
new  quay  of  this  port  early  in  June.  The  tonnage  was  2,500  and  th& 
landed  value  of  the  entire  cargo  was  placed  by  the  agents  of  the 
steamship  company  here  at  approximately  $1,000,000. 

Part  of  this  cargo  was  intended  to  be  reshipped  to  Spanish  ports  in 
the  Peninsula,  but  the  quantity  brought  to  the  order  of  Canaiy 
Island  buyers  shows  that  only  a  fair  steamship  opportunity  is 
needed  to  enable  American  business  men  to  obtain  a  splendid  grip  on 
certain  important  lines  of  trade  in  these  islands. 

Flour,  lard,  hardware,  and  canned  goods  led  in  quantities  and 
values  sent.  Drugs,  electric  supplies  (largely  bulbs),  and  cotton 
piece  goods  figured  in  important  amounjts.  A  small  lot  of  windmills 
for  pumping  water,  three  automobiles,  and  a  quantity  of  small  hand 
coffee  mills  made  up  the  machinery  shipments  for  Canary  buyers. 

Kachlnery  Oils  and  Greases  and  Hardware. 

Forty  tons  of  heavy  machinery  oils  and  greases  also  were  landed, 
together  with  4  tons  of  lard.  American  hardware  was  represented 
by  important  shipments  of  wire  nails  for  assembling  fruit  shooks, 
while  there  were  smaller  lots  of  slate-cutting  tools,  wrenches,  rat 
traps,  and  ice  cream  freezers.  Two  tons  of  cotton  piece  goods  for 
Canary  Island  dealers  proved  that  the  long-continued  efforts  of 
certain  American  firms  to  enter  this  market  have  begun  to  produce 
substantial  results.  Four  tons  of  canned  goods  (largely  canned  milk, 
but  including  also  canned  salmon,  froits,  and  meats)  constituted  the 
first  really  large  single  order  of  this  class  of  goods  arrived  in  this 
market  from  American  producers. 

An  interesting  novelty  here  was  the  shipment  of  lard  in  "  cuboSj" 
II  new  form  of  package  sliaped  with  square-cut  edges  and  faces.  This 
saves  an  important  percentage  of  space  in  shipment,  and  has  proved 
rn  important  economy  in  shipping  lard  compared  with  the  pail  lard 
familiar  to  the  trade. 

An  introductory  order  of  American  safety  pins  came  in  this  cargo. 
A  large  shipment  of  drugs  received  was  very  badly  needed  in  this 
market,  where  many  important  articles  of  medicinal  use  have  been 
almost  imobtainable  since  January  1. 

Heavy  Transportation  Charges  AlTect  Tobacco. 

The  quantity  of  tobacco  unloaded  shows  that  the  heavy  transporta- 
tion charges  since  the  first  of  the  year  have  made  tobacco  buyers  here 
extremely  reluctant  to  purchase  until  actually  forced  on  the  market 

There  are  strong  indications  that  at  least  half  of  this  cargo  was 
sold  f .  o.  b.  New  York.  Of  the  remaining  50  per  cent,  it  is  reason- 
ably certain  that  four-fifths  was  shipped  on  payment  against  delivery 
of  shipping  documents.  This  would  leave  approximately  10  per 
tent  as  figuring  on  a  credit  basis,  ranging  from  6  to  60  days. 

While  this  cargo  furnished  an  encouraging  example  of  direct  sell- 
ing from  the  United  States,  two  important  factors  tend  to  show 
tlifficulties  in  the  way  of  maintaining  the  improvement  made  durinj^ 
the  first  half  of  1916.  The  ocean  freight  rate  has  increased  approxi- 
mately 50  per  cent  during  the  past  6  months,  while  apparently 
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credit  of  any  kind  seems  increasingly  diflBcult  to  obtain  from  Ameri- 
can firms.  In  several  important  lines  of  trade  responsible  dealers 
now  claim  tliat  the  combined  freight  and  credit  conditions  have 
probably  reached  a  point  where  a  diminution  in  the  volume  of  Ameri- 
can exports  to  the  islands  might  be  expected.  Of  these  two  depres- 
sing factors,  the  increase  in  freight  rates  is  of  far  greater  importance. 

American  Bank  Heeded  in  Canary  Islands. 

It  is  of  importance  to  American  firms  buying  or  selling  in  these 
islands  to  note  that  the  recent  drop  in  the  exchange  value  of  the 
pound  sterling  here  has  been  accompanied  by  an  equally  strong, 
sympathetic  decline  in  American  exchange.  On  June  5,  both  British 
and  American  exchange  had  fallen  approximately  3  per  cent  over 
night  The  pound  sterling  stood  at  '22.75  pesetas,  equal  to  $4.39  at 
the  rate  of  $0,193  for  the  peseta,  while  the  American  dollar  was 
equivalent  to  only  4.80  pesetas.  Both  are  low  records  and  have  sur- 
prised professional  money  changers  as  well  as  business  men. 

The  decline  in  the  exchange  value  of  the  dollar  is  not  fully  ex- 
plained. These  islands  have  bought  direct  from  American  firms 
more  heavily  than  ever  since  January  1.  Yet  with  the  trade  balance 
heavily  against  the  Canary  Islands  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
the  dollar  within  less  than  6  months  has  fallen  in  exchange  value 
from  5.40  to  4.80  pesetas. 

It  is  probable  that  the  cause  of  the  drop  in  American  exchange 
is  the  fact  that  practically  all  settlements  between  the  United  States 
and  this  market  are  made  through  London.  Since  the  dollar  has 
seadily  lost  exchange  value  in  equal  proportion  with  the  pound 
sterling,  the  need  of  an  American  bank  with  facilities  for  direct 
settlement  seems  clearly  indicated. 

hTorable  to  Canary  Island  Bnyen. 

The  exchange  situation  of  Canary  Island  buyers  ncA-er  was  more 
favorable  than  at  present.  The  disparity  between  Spanish  gold  and 
silver,  which,  dunng  the  entire  latter  half  of  1915,  was  3  per  cent, 
has  now  disappeared.  This  has  been  due  partly  to  the  fact  that 
$4,000,000  in  Spaish  gold  coin  has  arrived  here  since  January  1 
from  Cuba,  on  account  of  certain  changes  in  the  Cuban  currency 
laws. 

A  phase  of  the  exchange  situation  important  to  American  buyers 
is  the  movement  of  the  onion-seed  crop  from  Canary  jiorts  to  the 
United  States  from  July  to  September.  Payment  for  this  crop 
usually  takes  place  during  September  and  October. 

Careful  estimates  put  imports  in  1915  at  approximately  $1,378,141. 
All  estimates  for  the  first  5  months  of  1916  point  to  increased  busi- 
ness, as  direct  buying  has  been  more  pronounced  even  than  in  1915. 
It  seems  possible,  then,  that  a  branch  American  bank  might  find  in 
the  Canaries  a  profitable  opening,  while  the  stimulating  effect  on 
American  trade  should  be  most  valuable.  With  a  direct  New  York 
daily  exchange  rate  on  pesetas,  the  American  dollar  would  prob- 
ably be  less  apt  to  follow  declines  in  the  pound  sterling.  An  effort 
to  establish  such  banking  connections  would  receive  strong  support 
here  from  the  business  men  representing  American  firms  or  buying 
largely  on  .their  own  account.  The  United  States  naturally  has 
financial  prestige  in  mercantile  circles  here. 
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FOBEIGN  lAKTTTS. 
CUBA. 
[Vice  Consul  Ilenry  U.  Wolcott,  Habana,  Apr.  24.1 
Regulations  Affecting  Travelers'  Samples. 

The  attention  of  American  firms  sending  salesmen  to  Cuba  is 
invited  to  the  fact  that  in  order  to  obtain  upon  reexportation  the 
refund  of  75  per  cent  of  the  duties  imposed  on  samples  entering  Cuba, 
they  must  be  imported  by  traveling  salesmen  as  part  of  their  personal 
equipment,  and  not  as  freight,  express,  or  mail  shipments.  Several 
cases  have  recently  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  consulate 
general  in  which  travelers'  samples  have  been  imported  by  freight, 
express,  and  mail,  and  no  refund  of  any  portion  of  the  duties  col- 
lected has  been  allowed  by  the  customs  authorities  of  Cuba  upon  the 
reexportation  of  such  samples. 

BVSSIA. 
[Consul  John  K.  Caldwell,  Vladlrostok,  May  30.] 
Prohibition  of  Importation  of  Books. 

According  to  a  notice  published  February  13, 1916,  the  importation 
into  Russia  of  bound  books  and  books  in  cardboard  covers  is  pro- 
hibited, but  exceptions  to  this  provision  may  be  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Finance. 

SAIVAOOB. 

[Dlarlo  Oflcial,  Jan.  25.] 
XzemptloB  of  XaterlaU  for  Cosorete  CositmetioB. 

Consul  General  Henry  F.  Tennant,  San  Salvador,  has  forwarded 
an  executive  decree  of  January  24, 1916,  which  provides  for  the  free 
admission  into  Salvador  of  cement,  plaster  of  Paris,  and  iron  for  the 
construction  of  buildings  of  reinforced  concrete.  Such  products  will 
be  subject,  however,  to  the  usual  customhouse  charges  other  than 
import  duty  proper.  The  exemption  is  applicable  to  the  following 
kinds  of  iron :  Kods  or  bars  of  iron  from  5  to  30  millimeters  in  diam- 
eter;  hoop  iron  from  1^  to  8  millimeters  in  thickness  and  from  20  to 
40  millimeters  in  width;  rolled  iron  of  various  sections,  such  as  U, 
T,  I,  L,  etc.;  iron  wire,  not  galvanized,  from  1  to  8  millimeters  in 
thickness;  twisted  iron  in  bars;  grooved  and  channeled  iron,  etc; 
prepared  iron,  such  as  expanded  metal,  "  Hy-rib,"  "  Eib-bar,"  and  in 
general  all  iron  deemed  appropriate  for  reinforced  concrete  construc- 
tion. 

[Earlier  notices  in  regard  to  changes  in  the  customs  treatment  of  iron  for 
reinforced  concrete  construction  were  published  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes,  No.  10, 
p.  88,  No.  11,  p.  128,  and  No.  15,  p.  46.J 

[Dlarlo  Oficlal,  Feb.  17.1 
Rednction  in  Snty  on  Halt. 

According  to  information  transmitted  by  Consul  General  Henry 
F.  Tennant,  San  Salvador,  the  duty  on  malt  and  on  barley  has  been 
reduced  to  $0.01  per  kilo.  Under  the  new  tariff,  in  effect  January  1, 
1916,  the  duty  on  the  former  product  was  $0.05  per  kilo  and  barley 
was  dutiable  at  $0.04  per  kilo. 
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ST.  VIHOXST. 
[Board  o(  Trade  Joarnal,  May  11,  1910.] 
Xtdsctlon  in  Surtax. 

An  order  in  council  of  March  17,  1916,  reduces  the  surtax  on  im- 
ports into  St.  Vincent  from  20  to  10  per  cent  of  the  duty  and  provides 
that  a  number  of  articles  of  general  consumption  formerly  exempt 
from  surtax  shall  be  subject  thereto.  The  surtax  on  tobacco,  wines, 
and  spirits  ^except  perfumed  spirits,  including  bay  rum  and  methyl- 
lated  spirits)  is  increased  from  10  to  25  per  cent  of  the  import  duty. 
fA.  list  of  the  products  formerly  exempt  from  surtax  was  published 
in  Foreign  Tariff  Rates  No.  17,  p.  126.] 

tkuhdas. 

[Consul  Andrew  3.  McConnlco,  Trinidad,  May  10.] 
Tariff  Clwiiges. 

A  resolution  of  the  legislative  council  dated  December  10,  1915, 
provides  for  changes  in  the  import  duties  on  motor  vehicles,  bicycles, 
cotton  piece  goods,  and  machinery'  of  various  kinds.  The  specific 
rates  on  bicycles,  motor  cycles,  and  automobiles  of  all  kinds  have 
been  replaced  by  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  10  per  cent.  On  cotton  piece 
goods  (printed,  dyed,  or  bleached)  not  exceeding  in  cost  3  pence  ($0.06) 
ptf  yard  the  duty  is  increased  from  5  to  10  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
tiie  mtter  being  the  rate  applicable  to  more  expensive  cottcm  fabrics. 
Tb»  following  articles  of  machinery  not  imported  for  sale,  formerly 
adsiitted  free,  are  now  dutiable  at  2^  per  cent  ad  valorem:  Appa- 
ratus for  agriculture^  manufacturing,  refining,  sewerage  and  water- 
works (including  pipes,  hydrants,  and  other  fittings),  sawmills, 
foundries,  shipbuilding,  electric  lighting,  private  railways  and  tram- 
ways, mining,  well  drilling,  and  irrigation.  Fire  engines  and  acces- 
sones,  printing  presses,  sewing  machines,  steam  boilers,  steam  rollers, 
and  parts  thereof  have  also  been  taken  from  the  free  list  and  are  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  of  2^  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

UHITED  KINOSOK. 
I^orUtion  of  Canned,  Bottled,  Preserved,  and  Dried  Frnlts. 

The  following  memorandum  has  been  issued  regarding  the  British 
prohibition  of  me  importation  of  fruit : 

A  proclamation  having  been  issued  prohibiting  the  importation  of  preserved 
fruits  after  March  13, 1916,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  having  announced  that  after 
October  31,  1916,  imports  wiU  be  admitted  up  to  50  j^r  cent  of  the  quantities 
Imported  during  the  year  1915,  under  license,  on  conditions  to  be  settled  by  tlie 
Preserved  Fruits  Ciommlttee,  the  committee  has  decided  that — 

(1)  Licenses  will  be  issued  to  two  classes : 

Class  I.  The  agents  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  packers  or  driers  abroad. 

Class  II.  Persons,  firms,  or  corporations  domiciled  in  the  United  Kingdom 
wiio,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  have  received  by  way  of  sale  or  consign- 
ment from  a  packer  or  drier  abroad  goods  for  delivery  during  1915  without  the 
intervention  of  an  agent  in  this  country ;  provided  the  committee  are  satisfied 
that  the  following  conditions  and  regulations  have  been  observed. 

(2)  Such  agents,  i)ersons,  firms,  or  corporations  (hereinafter  called  the 
licensees),  will  be  required  to  sign  and  send  to  the  committee  a  statutory 
dedaratlon  not  later  than  June  8,  setting  out  a  complete  specification  of  the 
qnantltles  and  tonnage  and  countries  of  origin  of  their  importations  effected 
tbroui^  or  by  them,  during  the  year  1915.  This  total  shall  Include  only  goods 
tot  wbidt  customs  entries  have  been  passed  between  and  Including  January  1, 
1016,  and  December  81,  1916.  These  figures  will  be  compared  with  the  Board 
of  Trade  retonu  and  when  approved  by  the  committee  the  licensees  will  be 
entitled  to  obtain  licenses  to  Import  after  October  31,  1916,  80  per  cent  of  etuA 
tonnage  quantities  unless  sufiScient  reasons  are  furnished  to  tlie  committee  for 
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Withholding,  transferring,  or  otherwise  dealing  with  the  licenses  for  the  whole 
•r  any  part  of  such  gomls. 

An  applicant  under  Class  I  would  therefore  declare  the  quantities  Imported 
by  ills  customers  through  his  agency.  An  applicant  under  Class  II  would  de- 
clare only  importations  made  without  the  Intervention  of  an  agent  In  this 
country.    The  two  categories  must  be  kept  distinct. 

(3)  The  licen.sees  shall  offer,  subject  to  usual  contract  conditions,  such  ton- 
nage quantities  to  tlieir  customers  of  tlie  year  1915  to  the  specified  extent  of  50 
per  cent,  and  so  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  trade  and  season  permit  In  the 
same  kinds,  as  such  customers  obtained  during  the  year  1915  by  direct  for- 
ward sale,  from  shipments  arriving  during  that  year.  Such  offers  shall  be  made 
within  three  days  of  the  licensee  receiving  prices  from  abroad  and  shall  remain 
as  an  option  to  the  buyer  for  seven  days  from  the  date  of  the  offer. 

<4)  The  said  goods  shall  be  so  offered  at  prices  which  are  not  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  unreasonably  Inflated  by  reason  of  the  restriction  of  im- 
portation or  otherwise,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  understood  by  all  concerned 
that  the  committee  will  regard  any  proved  breach  of  this  regulation  as 
sufiiclent  to  Justify  the  withdrawal,  transfer,  or  refusal  of  a  license. 

It  should  be  noted  that  clauses  (3)  and  (4)  do  not  apply  to  goods  which  by 
the  custom  of  the  trade  are  sold  after  importation  into  the  United  Kingdom  by 
auction  or  otherwise. 

(5)  Subject  to  the  foregoing  provisions  any  licensee  is  at  liberty  to  dispose 
of  any  balance  not  accepted  by  his  customers. 

(6)  All  goods  from  the  United  States  of  America  must  be  forwarded  by  over- 
land route  to  a  United  States  port  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

(7)  Any  complaints  as  to  the  nonobservance  of  any  of  these  conditions  may 
be  brought  before  the  committee  who  shall  be  entitled  to  withhold,  revoke, 
transfer,  or  otherwise  deal  with  any  license. 

(8)  Should  no  sufficient  reason  have  l)een  sliown  to  the  committee  for  with- 
holding or  otherwise  dealing  with  a  license,  tlie  licensee  will  be  entitled  M> 
apply  for  and  obtain  licenses  up  to  the  agreed  quantity  in  respect  of  eadi 
shipment.  Such  licenses  will  not  be  issued  before  the  1st  day  of  September,  or 
in  the  case  of  Spain  and  Portugal  the  1st  day  of  August,  and  application  will 
only  be  recognized  if  made  uix>u  official  forms. 

.  (9)  .If  tljere  is  under  these  regulations  any  definite  ground  of  complaint 
which  can  not  be  settled  between  the  parties  amicably,  and  It  is  desired  to  ap- 
peal to  the  committee,  it  is  of  the  utmost  Importance  that  such  complaint  should 
be  made  In  writing  at  the  earliest  opportunity  after  the  occasion  arises. 

(10)  Copies  of  the  regulations,  forms  of  statutory  declaration,  and  forms  o< 
applications  for  licenses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  Department 
of  Import  Kestrictions,  22,  Carlisle  Place,  Ix)udon,  S.  W.,  to  whom  also  com- 
plaints and  other  correspondence  should  be  addressed.  Envelopes  should  be 
marked  "  Preserved  fruits." 

The  committee  have  carefully  considered  from  many  iraints  of  view  all  the 
matters  dealt  with  in  these  regulations  and  have  welcomed  representations  from 
the  trades  concerned,  and  their  decisions  have  been  formed  in  the  belief  that 
the  rules  they  have  framed  will  best  protect  tlie  Interests  of  all  concerned  la 
such  a  way  as  to  occasion  the  least  disturbance  of  trade  relations  and  arrange- 
ments In  view  of  a  llmltetf  importation.  They  further  desire  to  express  the  hope 
that  as  far  as  possible  all  sections  of  tlie  trade  not  directly  dealt  with  or  pro- 
vide<l  for  under  these  regulations  will  carry  out  the  distribution  of  goods  on 
similar  lines  to  all  their  customers  at  reasonable  prices. 


JAPANESE  TO  DEVELOP  CUISESE  IltOH  MHIE. 

An  agreement  for  the  development  of  the  Taochime  iron  mine,  at 
Taochung,  Fanchang-Hsien,  Anhui  Province,  China,  lias  been  made 
by  Japanese  interests  according  to  the  Far  Eastern  Review.  This 
mine  is  said  to  contain  60,000,000  tons  of  ore  containing  65  per  cent 
of  pure  iron  against  60  per  cent  usually  contained  in  Taya  ores. 
Negotiations  which  have  been  carried  on  since  1914  with  the  Chinese 
authorities  by  the  Sino-Japanese  Industrial  Development  Co.  have 
recently  been  concluded  and  the  rights  to  work  the  mine  have  been 
definitely  conceded. 
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AmSTlTOATff  COAL  COHPAHY  EKTESS  BBAZH. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  June  20.] 

On  June  11,  1916,  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Brazil,  by  de- 
cree No.  12096,  granted  authority  to  the  Berwind  Terminal  Co.  to 
operate  in  Brazil  in  accordance  "with  the  statutes  presented  by  the 
company,  to  which  statutes,  in  accordance  with  the  decree,  the  fol- 
lowing clauses  must  be  added: 

1.  The  Berwind  Terminal  Co.  is  obllgM  to  have  a  general  representative  In 
Broxil  witb  full  and  unlimited  powers  to  deal  wltb  and  definitely  settle  all 
qaestions  which  may  come  up  either  with  the  Government  or  with  private  In- 
dividuals, and  who  can  be  sued  and  summoned  for  the  company. 

2.  All  its  operations  In  BrnzU  will  be  subject  only  to  the  respective  laws  and 
regulations  and  to  the  judicial  and  administrative  tribunals,  without  at  any  time 
said  company  being  able  to  claim  any  exception  based  on  Its  statutes,  the  articles 
of  wliich  can  not  serve  as  a  basis  for  any  claim  regarding  the  execution  of 
works  or  services  to  which  they  refer. 

3.  Any  change  which  the  company  may  have  to  make  In  its  respective  stat- 
utes will  be  subject  to  authorization  from  the  Government. 

The  aathorization  to  operate  in  the  Republic  will  be  withdrawn  if  this 
dause  la  infringed. 

4.  It  is  hereby  understood  that  the  autliorizatlon  Is  given  without  altering  the 
principle  that  the  company  is  subject  to  the  corporation  laws  of  this  country. 

5.  The  Infringement  6f  any  of  the  clauses  for  which  there  is  no  penalty 
Iirovided  will  be  punished  with  a  fine  of  1  to  5  contos  of  milreis  [$250  to 
|1|250] ;  and,  if  rei)eated,  the  authorization  granted,  by  virtue  of  which  ttiese 
clauses  were  Issued,  will  be  annulled. 

AKthQrlsed  Activities  of  the  Company. 

The  Berwind  Terminal  Co.,  with  head  office  at  Wilmington,  Del., 
was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Delaware  on  March  27,  1916, 
with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  divided  into  5,000  shares  of  $100  each, 
nnd  is  authorized  by  its  charter  to  establish  offices  throughout  the 
United  States  and  its  dependencies  and  in  foreign  countries,  its 
express  intention  being  to  open  branches  in  New  York  City  and  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  The  objects  of  the  company  are  stated  to 
be:  "To  buy,  sell,  and  negotiate  in  coal,  coke,  lumber,  oil,  and  all 
varieties  of  combustibles  and  their  subproducts,  and  manganese  and 
iron  ore,  and  to  export  and  import  these  products." 
.  It  is  authorized  to  acquire  or  erect  sucn  warehouses,  docks,  quays, 
etc.,  as  may  be  necessary  for  its  business  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  other 

S laces;  buy,  charter,  and  operate  steamers  and  sailing  vessels;  to  prp- 
nce,  buy,  transport,  store,  and  sell  crude  oil  and  its  products  and  to 
aid  other  companies  or  persons  in  the  production  of  these  products; 
to  buy  and  dispose  of  lands,  concessions,  rights,  and  privileges  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  company,  can  be  used  to  advantage ;  to  make 
explorations  to  obtain  petroleum  and  other  mineral  oils ;  and  to  mine, 
extract,  manipulate,  and  prepare  for  the  market  metals,  ores,  and 
mineral  and  fluid  substances  of  all  sorts. 

The  exploiting  and  minii^  of  coal  and  oil  is  especially  mentioned, 
and  authority  is  panted  to  iDsrm  subsidiary  companies  and  to  acquire 
existing  corporations  for  this  purpose. 


Census  returns  for  the  six  big  cities  of  Japan  at  the  end  of  last 
Tear,  as-  announced  by  the  Yokohama  municipality,  are  published 
by  the  Far  Eastern  Review  as  follows:  Tokyo,  2,244,796;  Osaka, 
1,460,218;  Kyoto,  639,153;  Kobe,  498,817;  Yokohama,  428,663;  Na- 
goya,  389^2. 
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COMMITTEE  TO  INVESTIGATE  HIGH  FBICES  IN  FESTT. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  F.  MontaTon,  Lima,  June  10.] 

By  Executive  Order  dated  June  6,  1916,  the  Minister  of  Finance 
for  Peru  has  appointed  a  committee  to  study  the  high  prices  of 
necessaries  in  Peru.  The  Minister  of  Finance  is  ex  officio  chairman 
of  the  committee.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  recom- 
mend measures  tending  to  the  increased  importation  of  foodstuffs 
and  to  the  reduction  of  retail  prices. 

Representatives  of  the  most  important  sugar  plantations  were  in- 
vited to  a  recent  hearing  given  by  the  committee.  The  producers 
agreed  to  sell  to  the  Peruvian  Government  current  sugar  at  a  price 
equal  to  the  market  price  less  the  amount  of  the  export  tax,  which 
is  6  pence  ($0,122)  per  quintal  of  101.4  pounds.  Should  the  market 
quotation  rise  to  a  point  in  excess  of  16  shillings  ($3.89)  per  sack  of 
46  kilos  (101.4  pounds),  as  at  present,  the  producers  agreed  to  sell 
their  sugar  to  the  Government  at  a  maximum  price  of  16  shillings 
per  sack. 

At  the  same  meeting  a  resolution  was  passed  calling  upon  the 
Government  to  place  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  fresh  vege- 
tables. The  embargo  placed  recently  on  the  exportation  of  rice 
is  being  criticized  to  some  extent.  It  is  claimed  by  the  critics  that 
the  rice  grown  in  Peru  is  of  a  quality  superior  to  that  imported 
from  China;  that  the  Chinese  rice  normally  sells  at  a  figure  much 
lower  than  that  paid  for  Peruvian  rice,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
wiser  for  the  Government  to  encourage  the  exportation  of  the  higher 
grades  of  Peruvian  rice  and  at  the  same  time  to  permit  the  free  entry 
of  Chinese  rice,  to  supply,  at  a  moderate  price,  the  demand  for  low- 
grade  rice  in  Peru. 

La  Prensa,  commenting  on  the  increasing  cost  of  articles  of  prime 
necessity  in  the  Lima  market,  recommends  that  an  effort  be  made 
to  revive  the  hog-raising  industry  and  advises  the  imposition  of 
protective  tariff  rates  against  imported  lard  and  pork. 


AMEBICAH  CONSITLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion o( 
venue 

Address. 

West.  Georce  N.... 

Kob^,  Japan 

Aug.  IS 
Aug.  10 
Sept.   5 
Aug.    5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

S^t.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 

Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Nmfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt 
Albany,  Oreg. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Fa. 

Apartment  No.  75,  The  Bmnswldc, 
WashhigtOD,D.C. 

Cooke,  A.  B 

Patra.^,  Oreeoa 

Huddersfiold,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  Boutb 
Africa. 

Braslau,  Oermany 

Nagasaki,  Japan...... 

Kingstcai,  Jamaica 

Hiile.F.D 

Fishw  Fred  D 

lCast«rsoii,  WiHiam  W 

Baker,  E.  Carltoo 

Monasban,  J.  C. 

Jewell,  John  F 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  Stet«,Wastaingtan,D.C. 

■  Erfurtj  aermany 
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bahway  gaitoes  of  Australia. 

(Consul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  New  Boath  Wales,  June  20.] 

The  cjuestion  of  standardizing  the  gauge  of  the  railway  lines  of 
Austraha  is  being  freely  discussed,  as  the  people  keenly  realize  the 
great  Iiandicap  under  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  operate  were 
the  country  to  be  involved  with  a  foreign  foe.  It  would  necessitate 
the  transfer  of  troops  and  munitions  from  the  Victorian  railroad 
to  the  Xew  South  Wales  railroad  in  bringing  troops  from  Melbourne 
or  elsewhere  in  Victoria  into  New  South  Wales,  as  the  gauge  of 
the  line  in  the  former  State  is  5  feet  3  inches,  while  that  of  the 
latter  is  4  feet  8^  inches.  Similar  inconvenience  and  expense  are 
encountered  when  transferring  merchandise  from  one  State  into  an- 
other by  rail. 

There  are  many  persons  who  advocate  overcoming  the  difficulty 
by  laying  down  a  third  rail,  while  others  oppose  the  third-rail  prop- 
osition. It  is  stated  that,  in  order  to  imify  the  gauges  between  the 
States  of  Queensland,  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  South  Australia, 
and  Western  Australia,  an  expenditure  of  £37,000,000  to  £47,000,000 
($180,060,000  to  $228,725,000)  would  be  involved,  while  it  is  claimed 
that  a  third  rail  could  be  placed  at  an  expenditure  of  about 
£2,600,000  ($12,165,000). 


Assismra  the  fish  ihbvstbt  of  new  sottth  wales. 

(Consul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  New  Sooth  Wales,  AostraUa,  June  20.] 

About  a  year  ago  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales  purchased 
and  began  operating  a  number  of  deep-sea  trawlers,  and  shortly 
thereafter  four  Government  fish  shops,  rully  equipped  for  handling 
fredi  fish,  were  opened  in  Sydney.  [See  Commehce  Reports  for 
June  5,  Oct.  9,  and  Nov.  3,  1915.]  The  Government  now  intends  to 
more  thoroughly  organize  the  fish  industry,  which  will  involve  the 
construction  of  one  wooden  and  four  neW  steel  trawlers,  alfeo  A 
wooden  fish  carrier. 

In  addition  to  these  expenditures  there  will  be  crtistructed  new 
wharves  and  depots  at  coastal  towns  north  of  Sydney,  also  the  estab- 
lishment of  freezing  plants  where  fresh  fish  can  be  bought  in  quanti- 
ties from  fishermen.  There  the  fish  will  be  cleaned  and  placed  in 
cooling  chambers  whence  they  can  be  transported  to  the  chief  popu- 
lated centers  by  rail  or  water.  There  will  also  be  opened  in  Sydney 
and  suburbs  six  new  Government  fish  shops.  In  all  the  Government 
anticipates  expending  about  $500,000  additional  in  improving  the 
service. 

[Mention  of  flie  proposed  coastal  dei>ot8  was  made  in  Goumkbce  Repobts 
tor  Apr.  18,  1916.]  

The  domestic  production  of  pyiito  in  1915  reached  a  new  high  level, 
due  chiefly  to  the  unprecedented  demand  for  the  mineral  in  making 
sulphuric  acid.  The  production  was  394,124  long  tons,  valued  at 
$1,674,933,  an  increase  of  57,462  tons  in  quantity  and  of  $391^87  in 
Talue  compared  with  1914,  the  United  States  Geological  Survey. 
Kports. 
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TBADE  COHDmOHS  DT  HEW  BBITHSWICK. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Bronswlck,  Canada,  Jane  10.1 
Large  Increase  in  Production  of  Egrgs. 

Largely  as  a  result  of  cooperation  among  farmers,  higher  prices 
have  existed  in  the  egg  market  in  Canada  than  in  earlier  years.  Gov- 
ernment statistics  show  that  during  the  past  20  years  Canada  and 
Cuba  have  received  about  three-fourths  of  the  eggs  exported  from 
the  United  States.  However,  Canada's  importation  of  eggs  decreased 
from  13,240,111  dozen  in  1913  to  only  3,783,952  dozen  in  1915.  On 
the  other  hand  the  Dominion  exported  7,898,322  dozen  in  1915,  as 
compared  with  only  147,149  dozen  in  1913.  Assuming  that  the  local 
consumption  of  eggs  was  the  same  in  both  periods,  a  net  increase  of 
more  than  17,000,000  dozen  in  production  is  shown,  the  exports 
nearly  all  going  to  Great  Britain. 

A  high  level  of  prices  was  maintained  in  the  Canadian  egg  market 
during  March,  April,  and  May,  1916.  For  the  first  three  months  of 
1916  the  price  to  consumers  averaged  4  cents  per  dozen  in  excess  of 
the  price  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915. 

Sale  of  Paints  and  Paint  Katerials. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  most  of  the  paint  sold  in  this  district  is 
made  in  Canada.  It  is  procured  from  regular  Canadian  manufac- 
turers and  jobbers.  Moreover,  most  of  the  larger  American  paint 
manufacturers  have  established  branch  factories,  or,  at  least,  branch 
jobbing  houses,  and  these  do  a  considerable  business. 

American  manufacturers  of  paints  and  paint  materials  should  con- 
fine their  efforts,  first,  to  the  sale  of  raw  materials  to  manufacturers, 
and,  secondly,  to  the  sale  of  so-called  specialties.  Retailers  in  this 
district  say  that  they  have  occasional  calls  for  patent  varieties  of 
floor  varnishes,  furniture  finishes  prepared  for  household  use,  cold- 
water  paints,  etc.  The  demand  for  these  articles  in  many  cases  is 
not  great  enough  to  justify  American  manufacturers  in  establishing 
Canadian  branch  houses.  Meantime,  these  paint  specialties  are  being 
sold  despite  the  duty  and  small  quantities  in  which  they  are  being 
ordered.  Since  this  and  many  other  populous  parts  of  Canada  can 
be  reached  with  as  little  expense  as  many  parts  of  the  United  States, 
American  manufacturers  should  send  salesmen  to  wholesalers,  manu- 
facturers, and  retailers  here. 

Svties  on  Yarions  Classes  of  Paints  and  Paint  Xaterials. 

In  addition  to  the  surtax  of  7^  per  cent  levied  on  practically  all 
kinds  of  goods  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  paints  and  paint  ma- 
terials are  charged  with  the  following  duties : 

Tariff  item  246,  including  oxides,  fireproofs,  rough  stuff,  fillers, 
laundry  bluing,  and  dry  colors,  not  otherwise  provided  tor,  22^ 
per  cent. 

Tariff  item  247,  including  li(}uid  fiUers,  anticorrosive  and  anti- 
fouling  paints,  and  ground  and  hquid  paints,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  30  per  cent. 

Tariff  item  248,  including  paints  and  colors,  ground  in  spirits, 
and  all  spirits,  varnishes,  and  lacquers,  $1.23  per  imperial  gallon 
(containing  20  per  cent  more  than  the  United  States  wine  gallon). 
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There  are  various  other  classes  of  tariflf  items  under  which  such 
materials  may  fall,  but  these  examples  suffice  to  show  the  obstacles 
Americans  must  meet  with  in  this  respect. 

(A  list  of  retail  paint  dealers  in  ttie  leading  towns  in  the  St.  Stephen  con- 
sular district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  ofBces.    Refer  to  file  No.  76631.] 

Kaitet  for  Boat  Oars  in  District. 

Many  rowboats  are  used  in  this  county,  which  comprises  the  greater 
part  or  the  district  devoted  to  fisheries.  The  southern  boundary  of 
the  county  is  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  into  which  flows  the  St.  Croix  River, 
which  is  navigable  the  year  round  down  from  St.  Stephen.  Boat 
oars  are  largely  used  by  fishermen  from  three  Canadian  islands  near 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix  River.  Purchases  for  Grand  Manan  are 
made  at  St.  John,  the  chief  city  of  New  Brunswick,  but  outside  of 
Has  district.  Purchases  for  Deer  Island  and  Campobello  are  made 
from  Eastport,  Me.  St.  Andrews,  an  important  boating  point,  which 
has  a  large  summer-resort  patronage,  has  its  own  dealer. 

On  the  St.  John  River  boat  oars  are  purchased  in  Fredericton. 

It  is  pr(]J)ably  best  to  establish  an  agency  in  St.  John,  from  which 
aU  dealers  in  this  district,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Province, 
may  be  supplied.    Ash  oars  are  the  most  popular.  . 

[List  of  dealers  in  the  several  places  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Borma  of  Foreign 'and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  ofHces.  Refer  to  file 
No.  T7438.1 


AMERICAH  SHIPS  JIT  CANADIAN  FISHIira  STATISTICS. 

(Vice  CoAsul  irrlng  N.  Llnnell,  Prince  Rupert,  Britlsli  Columbia.  July  6.] 
Statistics  recei\tly  prepared  show  the  quantities  of  halibut  landed 
at  Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Canadian  Fisheries  Order  in  Council,  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1916  by  American  fishing  vessels  and  the  declared  values  of 
halibut  shipped  from  Prince  Rupert  to  the  United  States  during  that 
period.    These  figures,  by  months,  are : 


Month. 


American 
fishing 
vwsels. 


Halibut 
sold  by 
vessels. 


Price  re- 
ceived for 
catches. 


Halibut 

shipped 

to  United 

States. 


JaauTf... 
NxtBrT.. 
Mmti..... 

Jum. 

TMal 


805,899 
•57,633 
440,487 
506,608 
727,893 
940,063 


143,325 
51,159 
32,094 
40,241 
39,478 
58,644 


t»2,003 
134,273 

138,429 
107,614 
113,814 
120,894 


241 


4,468,503 


273,941 


707,037 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Mtw  Tork,  Xoom  409  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  408  Third 
Iational3aBk  Building;  Atlanta,  SSI  Post  Offlce  Building;  New  Orleans,  1090 
nbemim  Bank  Building;  San  Tranoisoo,  307  ITnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Henry  Building.  CooperatiTe  distriot  «rflloes:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
Bciee;  Clueinnati,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Asst.  Gen'l  Brt.  Agt.,  C.  IT.  0.  A  T.  F. 
ly.  Co.,  Ciaeiiinati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
Beroe;  Fhiladelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
1^.  Ott.,  Ohattaneoga,  Tean. 
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,  FOBEiair  TRADE  OPFOBTUiriTIES. 

Reserred  addresses  may  be  obtaloed  from  the  Bar««a  and  Its  dlstriet  oSees.  Beqacst 
for  each  opportanity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  onportanltr  Baaalwr. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  talien  in  all  cases.  ■'. : 

Jetcelry,  No.  21892. — The  proprietor  of  a  small  Jewelry  establishment  In  Ven- 
ezuela Informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  price  lists  from  American  esiMrters  of  Jewelry.  Gorrcsptmd- 
ence,  etc.,  preferably  in  Spanish. 

Time  recorders,  No.  21893. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Latin  An]«-ica 
reports  that  a  GoTcrnrntent  lighthouse  inspector  In  his  district  Is  interested 
In  securing  time  recorders  for  lighthouse  keepers.  About  100  such  instru- 
ments will  probably  be  required.  Further  information  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 

Office  tuppliet,  hardware,  etc..  No.  21894. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  oj^r- 
tunlty  No.  20741,  a  firm  in  India  advises  the  Bureau  of  its  desire  to  eskb- 
lish  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  cutlery.  Including  razors, 
scissors,  and  knives;  stationery  and  office  supplies;  slates  and  crayons 
(school  supplies) ;  hardware;  toys;  and  hosiery. 

Chcmicalt,  No.  21895. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  writes  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  saml)les  and  prices  on  silicate  of  soda 
(solid)  and  carbonate  of  potassium.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b. 
New  York,  and  correspondence  should  be  in  Italian  or  French. 

fUachinerv,  etc.,  No.  .21806. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  mann- 
facturer  In  the  Netherlands,  asking  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufac- 
turers of  machinery  for  making  Incandescent  manttea,  the  spinniog  of 
ramie  yarn,  and  the  manufacture  of  incandescent-mantle  boxes;  also  with 
exporters  of  monzonlte  sand  and  Clilna  grass. 

Bottlet,  No.  21897. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  writes  that  a 
bottling  company  In  bis  district  wishes  to  receive  c.  i.  f.  quotations  on 
bottles,  pint  and  quart  sizes,  light  and  dark  colors,  for  soft  drinks. 

Fish,  N6.  21898. — A  firm  in  Cuba  asks  the  Bureau  to  supply  it  with  the  names 
and  addresses  of  packers  and  exporters  of  American  sardines  in  ail  and 
tomato  sauce  d  cans) ;  dry  codfish  in  cases  and  drums;  dry  haddocks, 
hakes,  and  bloaters,  in  drums  of  128  pounds  net  weight 

fhotographie  supplies,  No.  21899. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kin^om  reports  that  a  flcm  in  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  cameras, 
photo  mounts,  and  general  photographic  acce3sorIe&    Reference  given. 

Water  filters.  No.  21900. — ^A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  Europe  reports  tliat  tlie  city  council  of  a  municipality  is  in  the 
market  for  water  filters  to  cost  about  $125,000. 

Duewoods,  No.  21901. — ^The  bureau  19  informed  tliat  a  man  in  Central  America 
desires  to  communicate  with  importers  of  dyewoods. 

Carbonic  acid  f/as,  No.  21002 — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Orient  re- 
ports that  a  large  drug  store  in  his  district  seeks  -direct  connection  with 
American  manufacturers  of  carbonic  acid  gas.  Requirements  about  80 
cylinders  annually. 

Agency,  No.  21908. — ^A  firm  in  Brazil  desires  to  repre^ot  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  American  products.    No  particular  line  is  i^;)eclfled. 

AutomohiXes,  motors,  etc..  No.  21904. — A  merchant  in  Spain  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  Is  in  the  market  for  leather,  clnemutograpb 
films,  cordage,  groceries,  automobiles,  motors,  and  paper  pulp.  References 
given.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Uachinery,  yams,  etc..  No.  21905. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
reports  that  a  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and 
price  lists,  in  French,  of  knitting  madiines,  knitting  needles,  ramie  yam, 
magnesia  rings  for  inverted  gas  mantles,  and  oxalic  acid. 
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BBAZniABT  SECTJSITIES  SHOW  FIBIIEB  TOITE. 

(Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  June  20.1 

Brazilian  papers  draw  favorable  conclusions  from  the  recent  rise 
in  the  quotations  of  all  Brazilian  securities  as  indicating  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  country's  credit  abroad.  This  rise  is  also 
coincident  with  a  firm  tone  in  exchange,  the  milreis  being  now 

Suoted  at  12^  to  12^.  as  against  ll§id.  at  the  end  of  April.  Al- 
lough  none  of  the  securities  have  reached  the  level  at  which  they 
were  quoted  just  prior  to  the  war,  the  recovery  from  the  low  point 
of  September,  1916,  as  revealed  by  the  following  table,  is  quite  re- 
markable: Sept..       May. 

1915.         1916. 

BraiH  41  per  cent,  1883 —  50J  55i 

Brazil  41  per  cent,  1888 49  55 

BrazHSpercent,  1885 59*  61 

Brazil  4  per  cent,  1910 451  52} 

Brazil  5  per  cent,  1913 57  62 

Brazil  5  per  cent  funding,  1914 74  iW  77t'» 

Brazil  Railway  41  per  cent  bonds 29  341 

Brazil  5  per  cent  debentures 281  351 

Leopoldlna  Railway,  ordinary 341  38| 

Sio  Panic  Railway,  ordinary 1781  1851 

Brazil  TracUon  ($100) 56 A  631 

The  better  feeling  has  probably  been  induced  to  a  great  extent  by 
the  emphatic  declaration  of  the  President  that  it  is  a  point  of  honor 
that  interest  payments  be  resumed  at  the  expiration  of  the  morato- 
rium in  1917. 

Aausican  Halted  Milk  for  St.  Pierre  Hospital 

Through  the  efforts  of  Consul  John  J.  C.  Watson,  of  St.  Pierre- 
Miquelon,  a  trial  order  for  an  American  brand  of  malted  milk  was 
placed  by  the  chief  of  the  Colonial  Health  Service  in  that  French 
colony.  The  order  was  sent  through  a  local  firm,  and  so  satisfactory 
did  the  product  prove  on  arrival  that  a  small  but  regular  demand  wiU 
probably  reeiilt. 
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FAVOBABLE  COHBinOHS  AT  ABCHANOEL. 

[Commercial  AttacM  Henry  D.  Baker,  Fetrograd,  Russia,  J<uie'14.] 

Tliere  has  been  a  great  rush  of  steamers  to  Archangel  since  naviga- 
tion opened  last  month.  There  is  said  to  be  still  some  ice  in  the 
White  Sea,  but  not  enough  to  make  any  material  difference.  Up  to 
the  present  time  about  50  large  steamers  have  arrived  at  this  port, 
of  which  3  are  American. 

The  railway  facilities  from  Archangel  are  considerably  improved 
over  last  year.  The  line  is  now  broadgauge  all  the  way  to  Vologda, 
and  it  is  therefore  practicable  not  only  to  use  14-ton  cars  instead  oi 
the  10-ton  cars  that  were  the  largest  possible  on  the  narrow-gauge 
line,  but  also  to  ship  freight  to  all  parts  of  Bussia  without  the 
change  of  cars  at  Vologda  that  was  previously  necessary.  It  is  stated 
that  an  average  of  300  to  400  cars  per  day  is  now  leaving  Archangel, 
but  there  have  been  days  when  as  many  as  1,000  cars  have  gone  out 
of  this  port  for  the  interior  of  Russia. 

There  also  seems  promise  of  considerable  freight  being  moved  from 
two  other  White  Sea  ports,  Kem  and  Soroka,  during  the  present 
season.  These  two  ports  now  have  broadgauge  railway  connection 
with  Petrograd,  and  extensive  improvements  have  been  made  for 
receiving  goods.  It  is  estimated  that  during  the  present  season  about 
150,000,000  poods  (2,708,000  short  tons)  of  cargo  will  be  shipped 
inland  from  Archangel,  20,000,000  poods  (861,000  tons)  from  Sorokt, 
and  8,000,000  poods  (144,000  tons)  from  Kem. 

Owing  to  the  favorable  progress  of  freight  shipments  inland  from 
White  1^  ports,  it  is  anticipated  that  before  the  end  of  the  season  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  private  commercial  goods  will  be  allowed 
to  come  m  throng  these  ports  than  is  now  possible.  Most  of  the 
private  goods  now  coming  m  include  motor  cars,  medicinal  supplies, 
and  goods  that  came  to  Kola  during  the  winter,  but  could  not  be 
shipped  from  there  because  the  railway  was  not  completed. 

The  recent  appointment  of  an  American  consular  agent  at  Arch- 
angel will  prove  of  great  benefit  to  American  business  interests  and 
American  ships  at  that  port. 

AKOENTINE  WUIEIESS  AND  CABLE  BEOULATIOHS. 

[Ambassador  Frederic  Jcsup  Stlmaon,  Buenos  Aires,  June  2.] 

On  May  8  the  Argentinian  Government  promulgated  the  following 
decree  relating  to  pie  transmission  of  cable  and  wireless  messages 
proceeding  from  or  destined  to  Europe,  Airica,  Asia,  or  Oceania: 

Abticle  1.  Cable  and  wireless  messages  from,  for,  or  in  transit  tliroagb  tlie 
Argentine  Republic,  procee<lIng  from  or  destined  to  Europe,  Africa,  Asia,  or 
Oceania,  will  be  accepted  at  the  risk  of  the  senders  and  submitted  to  censorriiip. 

Abt.  2.  Messages  tbe  contents  of  which  might  affect  Argentine  neutrality  shall 
not  be  received. 

Abt.  3.  Any  language  or  speech  is  permitted  for  the  form  of  such  messages, 
bearing  in  mind  tbe  restrictions  Imposed  by  countries  of  transit  and  deetlnatioD, 
and,  with  respect  to  messages  in  secret  language,  those  the  reqtective  codes  of 
wliich  may  have  been  previously  autborieed  by  tbe  management  of  posts  and 
telegraphs. 

It  is  understood  that  the  provisions  of  the  decree  in  no  wise  affect 
messages  to  or  from  the  United  States  nor  messages  in  bransit  fr<ffl» 
South  American  countries. 
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SUSSEAH  EHIGBAirr  COiOHIES  IH  SOUTH  AHEAICA. 

[Comoierclal  Attach^  William  C.  Oown*,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  June  27.] 

According  to  the  Jomal  do  Commercio,  the  Russian  colonizing 
commission  has  returned  from  its  trip  to  the  South.  The  objects  ot 
this  commission,  which  represents  private  companies,  are  to  place  in 
South  America,  i)rincipally  in  Brazil  and  Argentina,  Russian  fami- 
lies left  homeless  in  the  western  part  of  Russia  on  account  of  the  war, 
and  to  establish  a  direct  steamship  service  between  Riga  and  South 
American  ports.  The  members  of  the  commission  state  that  the 
immigrants  would  not  be  undesirable  people,  but  strong  and  healthy 
families  accustomed  to  farm  life,  and  that  most  of  them  would  bring 
money  enough  to  enagage  here  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

As  regards  the  commercial  interchange,  Russia  could  import  from 
Brazil  large  quantities  of  coffee,  fine  woods,  cacao,  tobacco,  and 
minerals,  which  importations  were  made  before  the  war  through 
Hamburg  in  a  very  disadvantageous  manner  for  Russia.  Once  the 
direct  lines  were  opened,  steamers  could  bring  immigrants  and  those 
products  which  Russia  could  furnish,  and  would  return  loaded  with 
coifee  and  other  Brazilian  produce. 
Pares  to  be  Paid  by  QoTernment  or  Kailways. 

In  Sao  Paulo  the  commissioners  had  a  conference  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  with  reference  to  placing  a  large  number  of 
famihes  in  coffee  cultivation,  the  government  of  the  State  paying  the 
fares,  provided  the  immigrants  do  not  come  in  lots  exceeding  500 
at  a  time.  As  far  as  settlement  by  private  initiative  is  concerned, 
tiiey  succeeded  in  closing  negotiations  with  the  Brazil  Railway  and 
the  Norceste  do  Brazil,  the  Sao  Paulo  Government  also  being  willing 
to  pay  the  ocean  fares  of  these  settlers.  The  Brazil  Railway  is  de- 
termined to  continue  the  work  of  settling  the  lands  close  to  its  lines, 
and  will  receive  in  each  settlement  from  50  to  100  families,  giving 
the  immigrants  all  facilities  to  become  independent  and  prosperous. 
In  Argentina  arrangements  were  made  for  placing  settlers  in  the 
Province  of  Mendoza.  In  Chile  the  commissioners  negotiated  with 
thegovemment  for  settling  the  country  south  of  Valparaiso. 

The  Jornal  do  Commercio  adds:  "The  members  of  the  Russian 
commission  know  that  this  is  a  period  of  economies  for  Brazil,  and 
that  their  plans  can  be  carried  out  only  after  the  war  is  over." 

TTHCHABTEI)  DANGEBS  TO  SHIFFING  IN  ALASKAN  WATEBS. 

A  report  of  a  recent  survey  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geo- 
drtic  Survey  Steamer  Patterson,  which  is  operating  in  Kashevarof 
Passage  and  the  northwest  end  of  Clarence  Strait,  Alaska,  indicates 
that  the  channel  between  Blashke  Island  on  the  north  and  Rose 
Rock  on  the  south  is  extremely  dangerous.  Several  dangerous  un- 
charted rocks  have  geen  discovered,  almost  completely  blocking  this 
diannel.  On  the  existing  charts,  which  are  based  upon  a  reconnois- 
sance  made  in  1886,  this  channel  is  shown  to  be  clear. 

These  dangers  were  made  the  subject  of  an  advance  Notice  to 
Mariners,  issued  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Patterson  in 
Alaska  and  by  the  suboffice'of  the  Survey  at  Seattle,  Wash.  The 
I'esults  obtained  this  season  demonstrate  the  necessity  for  a  close 
survey,  supplemented  by  wire-drag  work,  in  these  waters  as  soon 
as  practicable. 
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BEVIEW  OF  FOBEIGH  TKADE  IS  BUTTOSS. 

A  survey  of  button  manufacturing  and  button  markets  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  has  been  prepared  from  consular  reports  by  the  Bureaa 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  as  a  means  of  assisting  in  the 
further  development  of  the  industry  in  the  United  States.  Foreign- 
trade  figures  for  1915  give  evidence  of  the  strides  already  made, 
with  a  gain  in  American  button  exports  of  79  per  cent  over  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Prospects  for  still  greater  expansion  are  seen  in  the 
conditions  described  in  this  review,  "  Foreign  Trade  in  Buttons," 
which  has  been  issued  as  Special  Consular  Imports  No.  75. 

The  material  presented  in  this  publication  represents  207  consolar 
districts  in  56  countries.  Not  all  of  the  consular  reports' received, 
and  in  some  instances  only  parts  of  those  selected,  are  published, 
for  the  reason  that  trade  conditions  within  a  given  country  were 
frequently  found  to  be  so  similar  that  the  reports  would  tie  mere 
duplications.  The  unpublished  statements  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  by  persons  interested  in  particular  districts.  The  Bureaa 
also  announces  that  detailed  information  in  regard  to  the  rates  of 
duty  on  buttons  in  any  foreign  country  may  be  obtained  from  the 
office  at  Washington. 

It  is  shown  that  under  normal  conditions  all  the  T7orld,  except 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  buys  buttons  from  Austria-Hungary, 
Germany,  France,  Italy,  England,  Japan,  and  to  a  small  extent  fitna 
Spain.  The  United  States  manufactures  enough  to  meet  about  nine- 
t^ths  of  its  own  requirements  and  more  than  half  the  supply  of 
Canada,  which  has  some  factories  of  its  own.  Under  present  con- 
ditions, however,  with  the  hitherto  largest  sources  cut  off,  all  the 
button-using  countries  of  the  world,  except  the  central  European 
empires,  must  depend  more  or  less  upon  the  manufacturers  of  the 
Umted  States,  Japan,  Italy,  and  Spain,  among  which  the  United 
States  is  far  the  largest  producer. 

American  consuls  have  studied  the  normal  production  of  the 
countries  in  which  they  are  stationed,  special  conditions  that  have 
changed  the  currents  of  trade,  styles  of  buttons  that  are  in  demand, 
prices  and  terms  that  would  interest  local  dealers,  export  channels 
that  have  been  blocked,  and  the  attitude  toward  American  buttons. 
Lists  of  importing  houses,  agents,  and  dealers  are  printed  in  an  ap- 
pendix to  the  report.  Samples  of  buttons  in  vogue  in  the  respective 
countries  were  also  forwarded  and  are  made  available  for  inspection 
by  interested  firms. 

Special  Consular  Reports  No.  75  may  be  procured  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.  C,  or  from  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  at  10  cents  per  copy. 


AWAED  OF  CONTRACT  FOE  WHAEF  AT  PTTESTO  PLATA 

Consul  Frank  Anderson  Henry,  at  Puerto  Plata,  Dominican  Re- 
public, reports  that  the  Leonard  Construction  Co.^  of  Chicago,  III., 
has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  concrete 
wharf  at  Puerto  Plata  by  the  office  of  public  works  at  Santo  Do- 
mingo.  Its  bid  was  $115,890.    Work  will  probably  commence  Portly. 
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FLAHT  FOB  USma  CANASIAH  OSAIN  SCBEENDTOS. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Btarrett.  Fort  William,  Ontario,  July  12.1 

The  Fort  William  Grain  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  this  city,  has  recently 
purchased  a  local  factory  building  which  is  to  be  converted  into  a 
plant  for  tiie  production  of  grain-screening  products.  Heretofore 
there  has  been  practically  no  market  in  Canada  for  the  residue  from 
the  cleaning  machinery  of  the  grain  elevators.  The  entire  output 
of  the  elevators  of  this  district  has  been  purchased  by  American 
firms  and  shipped  to  Duluth  and  Minneapolis,  with  some  shipments 
to  Buffalo  and  New  York  City.  This  material  is  used  as  the  prin- 
cipal element  in  certain  kinds  of  cattle  food. 

The  shipments  to  the  United  States  from  the  twin  cities  of  Fort 
William  and  Port  Arthur  have  been  valued  as  follows:  In  1912, 
$233,901;  1913,  $401,126;  no  statistics  for  1914;  and  in  1915,  65,900 
tons,  valued,  at  $718,751.  These  screenings  are  usually  sold  here  on 
a  time  contract  running  from  one  to  three  ^ears,  at  a  stated  price 
per  ton  without  regard  to  grade,  prices  being  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the 
elevator  shipping  point.  They  consist  largely  of  wheat  screenings, 
aithoujgh  mijctures  of  oats,  rye,  and  other  grains  are  noticed.  Grades 
mn  from  mere  elevator  grain  dust,  valued  at  $6  per  ton,  to  high- 
grade  ■" scalpings "  (practically  no- grade  grain),  valued  as  high  as 
$30  per  ton.  Prices  for  all  grades  thus  far  this  season  have  averaged 
about  $8.50  per  ton,  with  a  tendency  toward  much  lower  prices  dur- 
ing the  coming  fall  months. 


COHKEECIAI  inrSETTM  IN  PEEIT. 

Notice  has  been  received  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  of  the  establishment  in  Lima,  Peru,  of  a  new  commercial 
museum,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  bring  together  articles  from 
Peru  and  all  other  countries  of  North  and  South  America  which 
would  b«  of  commercial  or  economic  interest.  A  communication 
from  the  founders  of  the  institution  contains  the  following  state- 
ments: 

The  object  of  the  museum  Is  to  secure  by  all  means  In  Its  power  Pan  American 
reciprocity,  not  only  in  the  economic  but  also  In  the  Intellectual  field.  In  order 
to  fulfill  its  mission  properly  the  institution  endeavors  In  every  way  possible 
to  promote  permanent  Pan  American  expositions  which  will  assemble  the  prod- 
ucts of  each  country  on  the  largest  scale  and  In  the  most  graphic  and  definite 
form. 

The  institution  publishes  a  periodical  entitled  "Evolucion  Pe- 
ruana." It  is  understood  that  the  museum  would  be  pleased  to  enter 
into  correspondence  with  American  exporters  who  have  no  other  rep- 
resentatives in  the  field.  Those  who  wish  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
new  institution  can  do  so  by  addressing  the  "  Museo  Comercial  e  In- 
dustrial del  Peru,"  Lima,  Peru.  Five  cents  postage  is  required  on 
all  letters  to  Peru. 

An  order  for  $4,000  worth  of  carbon  paper,  pencils,  inks,  paste,  and 
printing  paper  was  placed  in  the  United  States  by  a  firm  in  Asuncion, 
Paraguay,  after  consultations  with  Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley 
and  an  inspection  of  the  catalogues  and  price  lists  on  file  in  his 
office. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


294  COKMBBCE  BBPOBTS. 

8H0BTAOE  OF  SUGAB  IS  ABOEBTnTA. 

(CoDsal  William  Dawson,  }r.,  Koiarlo,  Jone  6.) 

About  the  middle  of  May  Argentine  sugar  producers  raised  the 
price  of  refined  sugar  from  4.10  paper  jpesos  per  10  kilos  (7.896 
cents  a  pound)  to  4.50  paper  pesos  (8.667  cents  a  poimd),  and  that 
of  lump  sugar  from  4.20  to  4.60  pesos  (from  8.089  to  8.859  centa  a 
pound^.  In  the  case  of  lump  sugar  the  packing  included  in  the  10 
kilos  (22.046  pounds)  reduces  the  quantity  of  sugar  covered  by  the 
price  quoted  to  SJ  kilos  (18.739  pounds).  The  above  prices'are  thoee 
fixed  by  Tucuman  producers  for  sugar  delivered  to  whcJesalere  in 
Buenos  Aires. 

A  high  official  of  the  Refinerla  Argentina  estimates,  in  an  inter- 
view published  in  La  Nacion,  that  the  year  1915-16  (the  sugar  cam- 
paign starts  June  1)  resulted  in  a  shortage  of  64,000  metric  tons 
(metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds),  which  was  more  than  covered  by 
the  stock  remaining  over  from  1914-16.  The  Argentine  market  con- 
sumes annually  some  210,000  tons  of  sugar.  The  stock  on  hand  <m 
June  1, 1916,  is  estimated  at  about  26,000  tons.  Crop  prospects  are  far 
from  favorable,  but  even  admitting  that  production  equals  that  of 
last  year,  the  available  domestic  supply  will  fall  short  of  the  demand 
by  some  38,000  metric  tons.  The  official  quoted  stated  that  last 
year's  poor  crop  and  the  unfavorable  prospects  for  1916  had  com- 
pelled producers  to  advance  prices.  The  high  cost  of  jute  bagging 
and,  as  respects  the  Refineria  Arg;entina,  the  difficulty  of  securing 
coal  were  also  mentioned  as  increasing  the  cost  of  production.  (The 
Refinerla  Argentina  at  Rosario  refines  for  the  account  of  the  Tucu- 
man producers,  few  of  whom  refine  their  own  product.) 

QoTcmment  Suspend*  Import  Duty. 

Law  No.  8877  authorizes  the  Government  to  temporarily  reduce  or 
suspend  the  import  duty  on  sugar  when  the  price  exceeds  4.10  paper 
pesos  per  10  kilos,  and  a  deci-ee  of  May  31,  1916,  authorized  the 
importation,  free  of  duty,  of  30,000  metric  tons  of  raw  or  refined 
sugar  up  to  October  1,  1916.  The  decree  states  that  in  view  of  con- 
ditions in  the  world  market  a  mere  reduction  of  duty  would  not  be 
sufficient.  It  also  states  that  after  the  completion  of  the  present 
campaign  it  will  be  possible  to  estimate  the  shortage  correctly  and 
take  further  measures  to  insure  the  importation  of  the  quantity 
necessary  to  meet  the  demand.  The  decree  prohibits  the  exportation 
of  sugar. 

It  may  be  noted  that  La  Nacion  in  two  recent  editorials  states  its 
belief  that  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  import  doty  will  have  no 
effect  on  the  price  of  sugar  in  Argentina  because  of  the  high  prices 
abroad. 

[An  Interesting  review  of  the  sugar  Industry  of  Tucnman  (Argentina's  lead- 
ing sugar  Province)  appeared  In  Commebce  REyoBTS  for  Sept  21,  1914 ;  a  UBt  ctf 
refineries.  In  the  i-ssue  for  May  20,  1916.] 

I  Supplemental  resrart,  dated  June  19.] 

Sugar  Offerings  Exceed  Aathorlaed  Limit. 

Since  this  office's  report  of  June  5  the  price  of  sugar  has  beoi 
further  advanced.  The  Refinerfa  Argentina  quoted  on  June  19  re- 
fined sugar  at  5.10  paper  pesos  per  10  kilos  (9.822  cents  a  pound). 
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It  is  announced  that  up  to  June  15,  1916,  15  proposals  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Government  for  the  importation  of  sugar  free  of  duty  in 
accordance  with  the  decree  of  May  31.  The  15  proposals  represent 
a  total  of  38,659  metric  tons  of  sugar,  consisting  of  10,859  tons  of 
refined  sugar,  20,240  tons  of  raw  sugar,  and  1,560  tons  without  fur- 
ther specification.  Inasmuch  as  this  amount  exceeds  the  30,000  tons 
authorized  by  the  decree,  the  Government  will,  in  issuing  permits, 
prorate  the  quantity  to  be  imported. 


SHOKEBS'  ABTICLES  DT  DEMAND  IN  HAITI. 

[Special  Agent  Oarrard  Harris.] 

Moderate-priced  cigarette  and  cigar  cases  are  difficult  to  obtain 
in  Haiti.  About  the  only  classes  of  these  articles  to  be  had  are 
unduly  ornate  and  expensive,  made  of  leather  and  manufactured  in 
France.  A  nickeled  cigarette  case  holding  12  cigarettes  which  could 
be  retailed  for  2  gourdes  (40  cents)  would  prove  popular ;  also  a  line 
of  low-priced  imitation  amber  and  silver-mounted  cigarette  holders, 
with  cases. 

Several  varieties  of  automatic  jwcket  cigar  lighters,  operated  by 
pressing  a  spring  or  drawing  a  piston  over  a  flint,  would  prove  a 
taking  novelty,  as  matches  are  somewhat  expensive.  A  line  of  cheap 
pipes  made  to  resemble  the  $1.50  quality,  bowls  of  imitation  brier, 
steins  of  imitation  amber  or  black  rubber,  and  trimmings  of  bronze 
or  nickel  plate,  in  assorted  shapes  and  sizes,  would  find  a  market. 

A  cigarette  and  cigar  factory  at  Port  au  Frince,  owned  by  American 
capital  and  maintaining  numerous  retail  depots  at  various  places 
on  the  island,  is  interested  in  the  foregoing  lines  and  would  be  glad 
to  hear  from  manufacturers  of  the  above.  It  is  preferred  to  deal 
direct  with  manufacturers  rather  than  through  middlemen. 

[The  addresis  of  the  Port  au  Prince  factory  may  be  had  upon  application  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  975.] 

AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
Uie  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
m  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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Kobe,  Japan 

Aug.  15 
Aug.  10 
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Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 
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Eept.  10 
Sept.    1 

Department  ofState,  Washington,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norlolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
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Patras,  Greece 

Hnddersfleld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  Soutb 
Africa. 

Braslau,  Germany 

Nagasaki,  Japa9 

Klnptoo,  Jamaica .... 

Chefoo, China 

Erfnrt,  Germanir 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 

"•%  V  P 

Wiet.Fredb 

Albany,  Orog. 
CarroUton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Fa. 

KnUnoD,  WUIiam  W 

Bktar.K.  Carlton 

Apartment  No.  75,  The  Brunswick, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,  Washhigton,  D.C. 

■''mtrlian  T,  C 

I«««n,}elmF 

Kmncr  Orahom  H    ... 

Do. 

OeodW,' James  H 

27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
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AOBICULTUBAIrMACHimatY  PBOSPECTS  DT  JAPAH. 

[Weekly  BulletiD  of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Conawrcc,  Ottawa,  Jul;  IT.] 

An  article  in  the  Implement  and  Machinery  Review  (British) 
states  that  agricultural-machinery  prospects  in  Japan  are  distinctiy 
good,  not  so  much,  perhaps,  immediately  as  in  the  not  distant  future, 
iind  implement  and  machinery  firms  may  safely  count  upon  Has 
countr}'  becoming  a  market  ot  considerable  importance.  It  is  im- 
possible not  to  be  convinced  of  this  when  one  reads  of  the  great 
efforts  that  the  State  is  making  in  Japan  to  increase  the  agricultural 
education  of  the  people,  and  also  when  inquiry  is  made  into  the 
advances  in  intensive  agriculture  that  are  to  be  observed  in  many 
parts  of  that  country.  Experts  of  long  experience  and  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  agriculture  in  its  highest  branches  as  pursued  in  Great 
Britain  and  on  the  Continent  to-day  are  found  to  pronounce  the 
land  cultivation  of  the  Japanese  as  wonderful,  "even  when  one  has 
seen  the  best  that  Denmark,  Belgium,  and  Holland  can  do." 

Every  year  Japanese  scientific  farming  is  getting  better.  Improved 
varieties  of  seed,  better  cultivation,  and  science,  reinforcing  experi- 
ence and  industry,  are  each  year  producing  bigger  and  better  crops. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Robertson  Scott,  who  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
of  Continental  and  British  agriculture,  has  just  declared  that  the 
efforts  which  are  being  put  forth  in  Japan  by  the  State  to  improve 
the  country's  agricultural  and  rural  conditions  are  "  of  a  surprising 
character."  Whole  legions  of  experts,  official  and  unofficial,  are  at 
work,  aided  by  village  agricultural  associations  and  cooperation 
among  the  farmers.  Mr.  Scott  is  fairly  astounded  at  what  he  has 
found  in  four  journeys  undertaken  throughout  the  length  of  the 
country,  and  he  declares  that  in  England  "  we  have  nothing  which 
rivals  in  the  extent  of  their  influence  the  county  and  prefectural 
agricultural  schools  and  experimental  stations,  higher  agricultural 
schools,  and  national  agricultural  colleges  which  are  to  be  found  in 
Japan."  Xo  more  stimulating  institutions  for  teaching  the  science  of 
land  cultivation  and  the  practice  of  agriculture  exist  to-day,  he  says, 
excepting  only  the  Danish  rural  high  schools.  Mr.  Robertson  adds 
that  the  colleges  are  "  crowded  with  farmers'  sons  who  are  going  to 
remain  on  the  land,"  and  he  was  struck  by  the  close  eye  which  the 
colleges  keep  on  the  most  up-to-date  agricultural  methods  as  practiced 
not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  Continent  but  likewise  in 
America.  Journeys  to  Europe  or  America  to  gain  information  on 
intensive  land  cultivation  are  undertaken  by  the  professors,  and  they 
are  also  well  versed  in  agricultural  practice  in  Argentina  and  other 
parts  of  South  America.  The  precise  financial  conditions  of  many  of 
the  Japanese  farmers  is  difficult  to  ascertain,  but  it  is  well  known  that 
plenty  of  them  are  sufficiently  wealthy  to  carry  out  in  practice  the 
teaching  they  have  received.  For  example,  particulars  are  furnished 
of  a  Japanese  viscount,  who,  having  graduated  at  the  agricultural 
college  of  the  Imperial  University  at  Tokyo,  intends  to  buy  30  acres 
of  pine-covered  upland  and  to  bring  it  into  cultivation  as  an  object 
lesson  to  the  local  villagers.  Sucn  instances  might,  doubtless,  be 
multiplied.  

The  annual  statement  of  the  Geological  Survey  on  graphite  in  1915 
is  now  available  for  distribution.  According  to  mis  report  4,718  Aati 
tons  of  natural  graphite,  valued  at  $429,631,  was  sold  during  the  year. 
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AKEBICAir  GOODS  WIN  HEW  SPAIHSH  CUSTOMERS. 

IConsoI  General  Carl  Ball*7  nurat,  Barcelona.] 

In  a  district  comprising  over  half  of  Spain,  as  does  the  jiu-isdiction 
of  the  Bercel(»ia  consulate  general,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  exactly 
the  quantity  of  goods  purchased  as  a  result  of  consular  trade-exten- 
sion efforts,  but  inquiry  has  developed  some  of  the  returns  that  have 
accrued  within  recent  months.  A  firm  whose  desire  to  import 
surface-coated  paper  was  made  the  subject  of  a  "  Trade  Opportunity" 
has  placed  a  trial  order  with  a  New  York  house  that  entered  into 
oommunicaticMi  with  it  following  the  publication  of  this  notice,  and 
if  the  goods  are  like  the  samples  submitted  further  and  larger  oi-ders 
will  result.  A  local  dealer  whose  need  for  sewing-machine  needles 
and  general  sewing-machine  supplies,  also  published  as  a  "Trade 
Opp(»tunity,"  has  made  a  number  of  purchases,  and  he  has  since 
phuxd  several  orders  for  American  coloring  materials,  printer's  and 
lithographer's  inks,  and  tin  plate.  Considerable  quantities  of  vari- 
ous industrial  and  chemical  products  have  been  imported  by  another 
merchant  who  secured  lists  oi  addresses  from  the  Barcelona  consulate 
general. 

An  American  visitor  recently  stated  that  so  numerous  are  the  lines 
of  American  goods  displayed  m  the  shop  windows  of  Barcelcma  one 
might  almost  fancy  oneself  in  the. United  States.  American  fountain 
pens  fill  one  window,  American  typewriters,  sewing  machines,  and 
cash  registers  others.  One  sees  American  automobiles,  tires,  agricul- 
tural machinery,  photographic  materials,  electrical  goods,  hardware, 
haberdashery^  safety  razors,  notions,  shoe  dreams,  rubber  overshoes, 
soaps,  perfumeries,  proprietary  medicines,  and  many  other  goods. 
American  shoes  are  handled  by  several  stores,  and,  although  the  duty 
brings  up  their  price,  they  are  much  liked  and  sell  well.  On  the 
farms  and  in  the.  factories  and  workshops  American  products  are 
in  evidence. 

DEVELOPIHG  TKADE  IN  SCAITDIHAVIAir  COUHTEIES. 

t  Consul  Charlea  Formao,  Bergen,  Norway,  June  20.) 

The  following  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  advantage  derived  by 
sending  traveling  salesmen  to  develop  the  export  trade. 

An  American  company  manufacturing  a  certain  office  appliance  is 
sending  two  men  through  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark  to  sell  its 
product,  although  the  company  is  already  represented  in  Bergen  by 
a  resident  foreign  agent  wno  has  the  agency  for  all  Norway.  One 
of  the  traveling  men  works  the  larger  cities,  while  his  companion 
visits  the  smaller  towns  in  the  vicinity. 

The  former  visited  this  office  and  stated  that  he  had  called  on  a 
local  merchant  and  inquired  if  he  had  seen  the  machine.  The  mer- 
dunt  had  seen  it  in  the  shop  window  but  had  never  seen  it  work, 
and  on  its  being  demonstrated  to  him  he  gave  an  order  for  one. 

No  matter  what  other  methods  of  selling  goods  may  be  adopted, 
such  methods  may  in  many  cases  be  usefully  supplemented  by  send- 
ing traveling  salesmen  to  foreign  coimtries.  The  Scandinavian  coun- 
tnta  are  prosperous,  and  the  demand  for  American  goods  is  greater 
than  ever.  A  knowledge  of  Norwegian  would  be  useful  in  selling 
goods  in  Norway,  but  is  by  no  means  indispensable.  English  is 
generally  imderstood. 
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CikHADIAN  COMMISSION  GRANTS  BATE  INCBEASES. 

(Consul  General  John  O.  Foster,  Ottawa,  July  12.] 

The  Canadian  Railway  Commission,  in  an  important  decision,  haa 
gi-anted  advances  varying  from  1  to  6  cents  per  100  pounds  on  nearly 
all  eastern  railway  freight  rates  in  "  class  tariffs."  The  railways  had 
asked  for  a  flat  increase  of  5  per  cent,  but  this  was  refused.  In 
addition  to  "class  tariffs,"  various  commodity  rates  were  dealt  with 
on  their  merits,  many  increases  being  allowed. 

The  commission  accepted  the  actual  results  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  earnings  as  the  basis  of  rates,  but  did  not  base  these  rates 
on  the  capital  cost  as  carried  on  the  company's  books.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  increases  made  are  justified  by  the  increase  in  Grand  Trunk 
expenses,  having  regard  to  traffic  of  normal  years.  No  increases 
are  granted  between  Parry  Sound  and  Sudbury,  while  in  the  mari- 
time Provinces,  on  account  of  the  lower  level  of  the  present  rates, 
substantial  increases  are  permitted.  Exception  is  made  in  the  St 
'John  River  Valley,  where  the  rates  instead  of  being  advanced  are 
to  be  lowered  so  as  not  to  exceed  St.  John  rates. 

Increases  Kade  on  Yarioiis  Articles. 

Commodity  rates  have  been  increased  on  iron  and  steel  articles 
by  i  cent  per  100  pounds,  1  cent  on  rates  between  15  and  26  cents, 
and  li  cents  on  rates  over  25  cents.  Pig  iron,  billets,  wire  rods,  rails, 
and  crop  ends  bear  a  rate  increase  of  about  5  per  cent.  Cement  in- 
creases i  cent  per  100  pounds  on  all  rates  under  15  cents  and  1  cent 
on  all  rat3s  over  15  cents.  On  crushed  stone,  sand,  and  gravel  there 
is  a  general  increase  of  about  5  cents  per  ton.  On  lumber  there  is 
J  cent  advance  on  all  rates  under  15  cents  and  1  cent  on  all  rates 
over  15  cents  for  distances  over  60  miles,  with  an  exception  covering 
the  districts  affected  by  the  Ottawa  rate. 

The  authority  of  the  commission  does  not  extend  to  the  Canadian 
Government  roads,  although  it  is  possible  that  the  rates  on  these 
roads  may  be  advanced  so  as  to  conform  with  the  rates  permitted  on 
the  railways  controlled  by  the  commission. 


NEW  BAIIWAY  LINES  IN  BTTSSIA. 

[Ambassador   Darid   R.   FraocU,   Petro^rnd :   translation   from   TorgOTO-Promyshlennaya 

Gi^zetn,  May  26.] 

A  meeting  of  the  Russian  interdepartmental  conference  on  the  plan 
for  railway  construction  in  the  near  future  was  held  on  May  25,  with 
the  Assistant  Minister  of  Ways  and  Communication  as  chairman. 
Several  projects  for  the  first  and  second  series  of  railway  construction 
were  submitted.  After  considering  these  projects,  the  conference  re- 
solved that,  of  the  first  series,  the  following  lines  should  be  built: 
(1)  Polotzk-Novograd-Volynsk,  (2)  Ryazan-Tula-Baranovichi  (for 
conveying  timber  from  Polyesie) ;  (3)  Bala-Ishem-Neftedag  (for 
the  naphtha  district):  (4)  Novobolitzy-Tchernigof -Priluki :  (5) 
Tchernigof-Kief;  (6)  Orsha-Vorogba ;  (7)  Ouman-Nikolaief ;  (8) 
Dolginskaya-Poniotshnaya ;  (9)  Pedorovka-Skadovsk-Tchorly  (lor 
the  beet-sugar  and  agricultural  districts) . 
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CUBAir  TASHSBT  TO  nTOIALL  KOSERF  KACHINEBY. 

[Special  Aeent  n.  G.  Brock.] 

Li  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  there  is  only  one  tiHinery  of  any 
importance.  Sole  leather  and  harness  leather  are  the  types  produced 
by  this  concern,  the  former  being  sent  principally  to  Habana  for  use 
in  the  manufacture  of  cheap  country  shoes,  and  the  latter  being 
distributed  to  saddlery  and  harness  makers  all  over  the  island. 

Mangle  bark  is  the  chief  tanning  material  used,  an  inexhaustible 
snpply  of  this  article  being  found  on  the  shores  and  neighboring 
keys  of  the  southern  coast  of  Cuba.  No  machinery  or  chemicals  are 
employed  in  the  tanning  process,  and  some  idea  of  the  primitive 
methods  in  use  can  be  had  when  it  is  known  that  for  over  a  hundred 
years  all  the  bark  has  been  crushed  by  a  huge  stone  revolved  in  a 
circular  pit  by  mule  power. 

The  process  of  tanning  is  very  slow,  all  work  being  done  by  hand. 
After  linaing  and  drenching,  the  hides  are  softened  in  a  composition 
of  honey  and  water  for  36  hours  before  entering  the  mangle  vat. 
At  the  present  time  the  proprietor  [whose  address  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
<dkes  upon  referring  to  nle  No.  981]  is  in  the  market  for  bark- 
crushing  machinery  to  take  the  place  of  this  ancient  stone  crusher, 
and  it  is  believed  that  gradually  presses  and  other  modern  tanning 
equipment  will  be  installed  in  this  tannery. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  HEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

(Ccnsttl  General  J.  L  Brittaln,  Brdnej-,  New  South  Walea,  Anstralla,  JuBe  20.] 

New  South  Wales  statistics  just  made  public  show  the  population 
ol  the  State  to  be  1,868,644,  an  increa^  during  the  year  of  6,616. 
Owing  to  the  war,  there  was  an  excess  of  emigration  over  immigra- 
tion of  26,659,  which,  however,  was  overcome  by  the  births  exceeding 
the  deaths  by  33,275,  the  birth  rate  being  equivalent  to  28.31  per 
1,000  p<^ulatiofn.    There  were  18,129  marriages  during  the  year. 

A  large  increase  in  immigration  is  expected  after  the  war.  Nu- 
merous inquiries  are  coming  from  the  United  States  as  to  the  condi- 
ti.<>ns  in  Australia,  and  it  would  be  advisable  for  intending  immi- 
grants to  have  a  thorough  understanding  as  to  the  conditions  and 
«npk)yment  here  before  leaving  the  United  States. 


ESTABLISHHEirr  OF  BAHK  AOEHCIES  EN  BRAZIL. 

(Consul  A.  T.  Haeberle,  Femambncio',  June  21.] 

The  Banco  do  Brazil  has  just  established  an  agency  in  Maceio, 
State  of  Alagoas,  the  first  port  south  of  Pemambuco,  and  one  ox 
the  growing  cities  of  this  disferid..  For  collections,  the  agency 
charges  will  be  one-tenth  per  cent,  and  no  charge  for  drafts,  checks, 
or  telegraphic  trarDsfers.  For  discounting  bills  the  charge  will  be 
10  per  cent  per  annum.  The  bank  in  Pernambuco  buys  drafts 
against  American  banks  and  it  is  possible  that  the  agency  m  Maceio 
tiH  make  the  same  arrangement. 

This  bank  has  also  established  an  agency  in  Parabyba,  the  first 
port  north  of  Pemambuco. 
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SWISS  AUTOMOBILE  IBDTrSTBT. 

(Consul  Walter  H.  Bchulz,  Bome,  June  34.] 


Swiss  automobile  manufacturers  closed  the  year  1915  with  exports 
valued  at  $5,Y90,000.  By  weight  the  exports  of  1915  exceeded  those 
of  the  preceding  year  by  over  100  per  cent,  and  by  value  even  a  larger 
gain  is  observed.  Proportionally  the  Swiss  automobile  export  in- 
dustry, it  is  said,  has  mcrcased  at  a  greater  rate  than  that  of  the 
United  States. 

Finished  trucks  and  truck  chassis  formed  the  principal  exports. 
The  former  export  increased  by  more  than  300  per  cent  and  the  latter 
by  100  per  cent.    They  were  sent  largely  to  France. 
Imports  and  Exports  of  Chassis  and  Completed  Vehicles. 

The  imports  and  exports  by  weight  were  as  follows: 


Item. 

Exports— 

Imports— 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Chassis 

Pannd: 

4,0»g,832 

841,»4S 

PautidM. 

7,4S6,8»7 

2,975,137 

Poundt. 
739,209 
1,129,207 

Pvmlt. 
160,008 

406,430 

Total    

4,040,777 

10,462,034 

1,888,410 

671,438 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  how  the  Swiss  automobile 
industry  is  being  developed  by  the  war. 

The  imports  fell  from  1,868,416  pounds  to  571,438  pounds.  Among 
imported  cars  the  American  product  is  only  slightly  represented. 
But  three  American  cars  have  been  seen  in  this  section  during  the  past 
six  months. 

About  750  cars  and  trucks  are  imported  annually.  The  most  popu- 
lar foreign  car  is  the  Fiat.  Small  10  to  20  horsepower  5-passenger 
cars  are  in  greatest  demand. 

Local  automobile  dealers  declare  that  the  absence  of  supply  stations  - 
for  American  cars  is  the  principal  drawback  to  the  sale  or  such  auto- 
mobiles here.    Repairs  under  the  circumstances  are  expensive. 

At  least  two  high-class  cars  are  manufactured  in  the  country,  and 
in  normal  times  these  cars  sell,  even  in  France,  in  competition  with 
famous  French  machines.  The  price  of  these  Swiss  cars  usually  is 
from  $1,660  to  $2,190,  but  15  per  cent  increase  has  been  exacted  by 
the  manufacturers  since  the  war. 

The  Swiss  tariff  on  chassis  is  $4.82  per  220  pounds  aad  on  c<Mn- 
pleted  cars  $7.72  per  220  pounds. 

The  population  of  the  country  is  4,000,000.  There  are  26  towns 
with  populations  of  over  10,000.  The  principal  cities  are:  Ziirich, 
200,000;  Basel,  135,000;  Berne,  100,000;  and  Gfeneva,  60,000.  Zurich 
appears  to  be  the  best  situated  for  general-agency  purposes. 

Commercial  Directory  of  British  Oniana. 

A  classified  commercial  directory  of  British  Guiana,  giving  a  com- 
plete list  of  the  sugar  estates  of  the  colony,  their  locations,  and  owners 
or  agents,  and  the  names  of  business  houses,  has  been  forwarded  from 
Georgetown  by  Consul  George  E.  Chamberlin.  It  may  be  consulted 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78478. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCB  KBPOBTS. 


801 


FOBEIGH  TBABE  OF  TUl. 

[Based  upon  data  in  Board  of  Trade  Jonmal  (or  July  6.] 

According  to  a  report  by  ihe  Acting  Beceiver  General  at  Suva  on 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  Fiji  in  1916,  the  value  of  the  merchandise 
imported  into  the  colony  in  that  year  decreased  by  $278^50  as  com- 
pared with  1914,  the  falling  off  being  due,  to  a  large  extent,  to  the 
difficulty  which  merchants  experienced  in  obtaining  supplies  of  goods. 
Compared  with  1914  the  decline  was  but  $31,475.  The  principal 
articles  imported  into  Fiji  during  the  last  two  years,  in  the  order  of 
their  importance  in  1915,  were: 


AjtjcSm. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Dnpoy 

t«7&,110 
291,860 
291,620 

332.  r20 
140,255 
246.640 
141,0e6 
68,786 
133.140 
108,080 

«4,aoo 

1568,060 
466,290 
224,350 

210,940 
179,125 
165,410 
144,200 
140,636 
117,«ni 
92,530 
81,770 

Ffah 

852,150 
64.940 

88.375 

8»,640 

76,585 

49,035 
1,403,090 

875,645 

BiKoits,  floor,  etc 

I  Vegetables  and  [rait 

75. 175 

Haidwar* 

Meats 

72,745 

liMitin^  (ezcIodiDg  i«rl- 

Iron,  blaek,  and  manohc- 

57,550 

09x ? .■;.;. ".r.;'.; 

Iroo,  galvaniaed,  and  manu- 
factures of 

Tobaooo   (exclndlng    dgais 

Timber 

54,500 

BaBtnd  sads 

k£ : ... 

39,700 

Cod 

Allotber 

1,303,565 

rettilizars 

Total 

Bnttv  and  cheese 

4,347,950 

4,069,700 

The  chief  expo^s  of  the  colony  are  sugar,  copra,  and  green  fruit, 
these  three  articles  accounting  in  1915  for  $6,911^25  of  the  year's 
total  exports  of  $7,168,875. 


BECEHT  FI££  IH  COLON. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  Colon,  Panama,  July  10.] 

On  July  9  a  fire  destroyed  nearly  two  blocks  in  the  business  part 
of  Colon,  Panama,  the  burned  area  being  between  Front  and  Bohvar 
and  Fifth  and  Sixth  Streets.  The  loss  on  the  buildings  burned,  all 
of  wood  except  two,  is  estimated  at  $150,000  to  $200,000,  and  the  total 
loK,  including  stocks  of  goods,  at  $200,000  to  $300,000.  Among  the 
buildings  destroyed  was  that  occupied  by  the  International  Banking 
Corporation. 

As  the  fire-fighting  apparatus  in  Colon  was  destroyed  to  a  large 
extent  in  the  great  fire  of  April  30,  1915,  and  has  not  yet  been 
replaced,  the  city  fire  department  was  handicapped  during  the 
recent  fire. 


HEW  AMEBICAH-OWNEI)  BANE  FOB  PERIT. 

There  has  recently  been  incorporated  under  the  law  of  the  State 
©f  Connecticut  a  new  bank  known  as  the  "  Banco  Mercantil  Ameri- 
cano del  Peru,"  and  having  for  its  purposes  the  development  of  trade 
in  Peru  and  the  promotion  of  trade  between  that  country  and  the 
United  States.  Its  authorized  capital  stock  is  1,000,000  Peruvian 
ponnds,  and  to  c<Mnmence  operations  it  has  a  paid-up  capital  stock 
<rf  100,000  Peruvian  pounds,  which  is  owned  by  the  Mercantile  Bank 
of  the  Americas  (Inc.)  of  New  York.  This  bank  is  entirely  American 
owned,  and  will  have  its  principal  office  in  Lima,  Peru,  One  of  the 
officials  of  the  corporation  is  now  in  Lima  making  arrangemeiits  for 
the  openings  of  its  offices,  which  will  be  located  in  Calle  Filipinas. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  GOVEBNHENT  SUPFUES  AND  CONSTBTTCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  tbe  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  wuere  tbe  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  toer 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  sucb  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  tor 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navp  Department  supplies,  No.  3444. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following :  Schedule  9867,  American 
canned  sardines;  sdiedule  9S75,  Induction  motors;  schedule  9876,  canned 
asparagus,  canned  catsup,  canned  lard,  canned  lard  substitute,  canned  peas, 
salt,  canned  spinach,  sugar,  and  canned  tomatoes;  schedule  9879,  weather- 
proof sockets ;  schedule  9880,  globes  and  prismatic  reflectors ;  schedule  9881, 
magnesia  blocljs,  asbestos  cement,  astyestos  plaster  cement,  magnesia  plastic 
cement,  magnesia  pipe  covering,  asbestos  fiber  felting,  asbestos  *iillboard, 
asbestos  wick  packing,  and  asbestos  paper;  schedule  9882,  Iron  nails  and 
wire  nails;  schedule  9883,  cotton  waste;  schedule  9884,  raw  linseed  oil; 
schedule  9885,  desk  and  bracket  fans;  schedule  9886,  telephones;  schedule 
9887,  binders'  board,  copper  stowage  boxes,  rubber  gaskets,  and  single 
conductor  wire ;  scliedule  9888,  torpedo  bronze,  common  steel  bars,  and  rod 
nickel  steel:  schedule  9889,  metal  filing  cases;  schetlule  9890,  20-quart  ioe 
cream  freezers ;  schedule  9891,  storage-battery  testing  outfits ;  schedule  9892, 
painting  buildings;  schedule  9893,  wing  nuts,  two-wheel  torpedo  trucks,  and 
gyro  wheels;  schedule  9894,  gate  valves  and  buffing  lathe;  schedule  9895, 
torsion  meters ;  schedule  9896,  2-inch  feed  water  i*egulators ;  schedule  9897, 
motors;  schedule  9898,  engine  Inthe;  schedule  9899,  boat  liquid  compasses; 
schedule  9900,  furnishing  and  installing  electric  elevators;  schedule  9901, 
18-inch  afterbody  stands;  schedule  9902,  boring,  drilllBg,  and  milling  ma- 
chine and  printing  machine ;  scliedule  9003,  air  compressors ;  schetlule  9904, 
power  brake;  sclietlule  9905,  sorew-cutting  latiie  and  blue-printing  machine; 
schedule  990C,  creosoted  pine  piles;  schedule  9907,  oak  lumber,  oak  crossing 
plank  lumber,  and  yellow-pine  lumber ;  schetlule  9908,  cypress,  North  Caro- 
lina pine,  yellow  pine.  New  England  spruce,  and  southern  tpruce  lumber; 
schedule  9909,  iron  bark.  Port  Orford  cetlar.  Pouglas  fir,  lignum-vltse,  sugar 
pine,  western  white  pine,  retlwootl,  and  spruce  Iuinl)er;  and  schedule  9910, 
white  ash,  white  hickory,  hackmatack  knees,  laurel.  lignum-vit«e.  Mexican 
or  African  combined  mahogany,  luaplc,  white  oak,  white  pine.  Juniper  poles, 
and  poplar  lumber. 

Lease  of  Ughthovse  reservation.  No.  ,3445 — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by 
the  lighthouse  insiiector.  Key  West,  Fla.,  until  August  8,  1916,  for  the 
■  lease  of  a  portion  of  Captiva  Island,  Fla.,  1-ighthouse  Iteservation,  con- 
taining 38.88  acres,  located  on  the  northern  end  of  said  Island.     Further 
information  may  be  obtalnetl  on  application  lo  tlie  above-named  officer. 

Exeavation,  No.  3446. — Seale<I  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Malta,  Mont.,  until  August  14,  1916, 
for  earthwork,  Nelson  Iteservoir  South  Canal,  Milk  River  I'roject, '  in- 
volving about  017,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation.  The  work  is  located  in 
the  vlcinty  of  Saco  and  Beaverton,  Mont.,  on  the  Great  Northern  Itailway. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  United  States 
Reclamation  Service,  Malta,  Mont. ;  Denver,  Colo. ;  or  Washington,  P.  C. 

Docking  and  repairing  light  vessel,  No.  3447. — Sealed  projwsais  will  be  received 
by  the  lighthouse  inspector.  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  docking  and  reiwlring 
Henid  Bank  I^iglit  Vessel  No.  81.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

Material  for  sleet  hriilge  spans.  No.  3448. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Department  of  the 
Interior,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  7,  1916,  for  furnishing  material 
only  required  for  the  construction  of  two  steel  bridge  spans,  one  2O-f0ot 
span  and  one  60-foot  span.  Plans,  specifications,  and  further  InforuatiOB 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  United  States  Indian  Warehouses 
at  Chicago,  111. ;  St.  I.«uis,  Mo. ;  and  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  and  the  Builders 
Erchnnge,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  and  at  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Klamath  Indian  Agency,  Klamatii  Agency,  Oreg. 
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Extending  and  repairing  tea  waO,  etc,  No.  3449. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  llgbtbonse  Inspector,  Portland,  Oreg.,  until  August  7,  1916, 
for  extemllog  axA  r^tairlng  sea  wall  and  building  small  wharf  at  Mukilteo 
Light  Station,  Waah.  Furtlier  informatiim  may  be  obtained  on  applieai 
tlon  to  the  abore-nained  officer. 


THE  KAB09EM ,  OB  YEGETABLE  WOOL,  OF  HAITI. 

[Special  Agent  Osnard  Harrto.] 

There  are  two  varieties  of  kapok  fibers  to  be  found  in  Haiti,  both' 
prodacts  of  trees  of  the  Eriodendron  family  and  both  of  good  quality. 
llie  local  names  for  the  fiber  vary  according  to  locality ;  "  marodem,^ 
"cotton  mapou,''  and  "  cotton  noir  "  are  those  most  commonly  used. 

Eapok  is  fairly  abundant  all  over  Haiti,  but  no  commercial  use 
has  been  made  of  it.  The  natives  scHuetimes  stuff  pillows  with  it,  and 
occasionally  mattresses,  but  this  is  about  the  extent  of  its  utilization. 
Indeed,  all  over  the  West  Indies  it  is  little  used  and  has  no  fixed 
market  value,  except  in  Cuba,  where  it  is  a  well-defined  article  of 
local  trade,  and  where  considerable  quantities  are  bought  from  the 
Dominican  Republic. 

There  has  been  noted  of  late  senate  interest  in  the  substance  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  being  advertised  under  fancy  trade  names  as 
t  new  discoveiy  for  life  preservers,  cushions  on  steamers,  pillows,  and 
the  like.  As  filling  for  mattresses  it  is  an  ideal  substance,  exceedingly 
Udit,  absolutely  sanitary,  and  possessing  such  resilience  that  even 
after  long  use  it  does  not  liunp  or  pack.  As  a  quilting  material  for 
cfflnforters  and  other  bed  coverings  it  equals  wool  in  warmth  and 
excels  cotton  in  softness  and  lightness.  For  dressing  gowns,  smok- 
ing jackets,  and  other  padded  garments  it  has  much  to  recommend  it. 
For  upholstery  it  is  superior  to  most  materials  now  in  use. 

Kapok  is  used  in  England  to  some  extent  in  the  manufacture  of 
hats,  and  certain  of  the  longer  varieties  are  mixed  with  cotton  to 
impart  a  ail^  luster  to  fabrics.  The  regular  kapok,  however,  has  too 
short  a  fiber  to  spin.  It  is  extremely  innammable,  and  this  is  its  chief 
drawback.  If  the  fiber  could  be  so  treated  with  chemicals  as  to 
eliminate  this  dangerous  quality,  it  would  be  very  much  more  valuable. 

[By  referring  to  file  No.  978  the  addresses  of  three  Port  au  Prince  residents 
who  will  undertake  to  supply  Haitian  kapok  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branches,  at  which  offices  may  also  be 
(sen  samples  of  the  two  grades  of  Haitian  fiber  mentioned  by  Mr.  Harris.  A 
diort  artlde  on  the  American  trade  in  kapok  appeared  in  Commkbck  Repobts  for 
Sept  14,  1915.]  

APBIGAH  OKCHABDISTS  WABT  AXERICAIT  FUBUCATIOHS. 

[Consul  E4wtii  N.  Gunaanlaa,  JobaaBeaburs.} 

The  Transvaal  Fruit  Growers',  Association  of  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  through  its  secretary,  has  expressed  a  desire  to  ob- 
tun  for  its  library  copies  of  American  publications  relating  to 
fmits  and  fruit  growing. 

The  association  especially  desires  periodicals  from  the  United 
States  devoted  to  the  mterests  of  fruit  culture.  It  is  pointed  out  by 
the  secretai^  that  the  receipt  of  such  publications  would  undoubt- 
edly result  in  many  individual  subscriptions  from  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  associatioii  and  promote  trade  in  various  lines. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


304  COMMERCE  BEP0ET8. 

FOBEIGir  TBADE  OPFOBTUinTIES. 

BcserTecl  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareav  and  Its  district  oflleea.    Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  state  opportanlty  maiBl»er. 

Tbe  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  asaome  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

TooU,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  21906. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  opportunity  No, 
21391,  an  American  consular  officer  in  Siberia  writes  tliat  the  secretary  of 
a  commercial  organization  reports  a  demand  in  the  mining  district  of  that 
region  for  steel  water  supply  pipes,  2}  to  S  incites;  tools,  mining,  engi- 
neering, cari)eDterlDg,  Joiners,  and  builders ;  dyes ;  chemicals  and  pharma- 
ceutical products,  and  stationery.  Catalogues  and  samples  are  desired 
for  the  sample  museum  of  the  chamber  of  commerce. 

Typewriters,  No.  21907. — ^A  merchant  in  France  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  his  desire  to  receive  quotations  and  catalogues  from  American 
manufacturers  of  low-priced  typewriters.  Printed  matter  should  be  in 
French. 

Flour,  barbed  wire,  etc..  No.  21908. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  firm  In 
Brazil  desires  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American  manofactorers 
and  exporters  of  flour,  barbed  wire,  pitch,  and  hardware,  etc.  Reference 
given. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  21909. — A  manufacturer  of  metal  corset  supplies  in  Spain 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  desirous  of  receiving  cata- 
logues of  machinery  for  making  corset  steels,  ribs,  etc.  Samples  are  also 
desired  of  covered  steels  ranging  from  8  to  12  inches  in  length.  Reference 
given.    Correspondence  in  Spanish  or  French. 

Agency,  No.  21910. — ^A  man  in  Costa  Rica  writes  tbe  Bureau  that  he  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  No  particular  line  is 
specified.    References  given. 

Alcohol,  No.  21911. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  East  reports  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  alcohol,  94  per  cent  American 
proof,  to  be  shipped  in  barrels  of  42  gallons.  Requirements  about  700 
gallons  annually. 

Platinum,  No.  21912. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  the  Netherlands  reports  that  a  company  offers  for  sale,  at  5.37  florins 
per  gram,  2,500  grams  of  platinum  (1  §orln  is  equal  to  $0.4020).  It  is 
understood  that  this  is  scrap  platinum  gathered  from  various  sources  and 
melted. 

Carpets  and  linoleum.  No.  21913. — An  American  consular  officer  in  a  foreign 
colonial  possession  reports  tliat  a  firm  in  his  district  wislies  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  carpets  and  linoleum. 

Affricultural  maehincry.  No.  21914. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  in  South 
Africa  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  an  old  established  firm  in  that 
territory  which  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  witli  American 
manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery,  including  shelter  oubQts,  thrash- 
ing machines,  etc. 

Bags,  No.  21915. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Chile  reports  that  a  firm  In 
Ills  district  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  bags  of  all  descriptions. 

Clusmicals,  cement,  etc..  No.  21916. — ^A  firm  In  the  Dutch  East  Indies  requests 
the  Bureau  to  place  It  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  heavy  alkali,  48  per  cent  (soda  ashes)  ;  caustic  soda,  60/62  per  cent; 
cement ;  jams ;  condensed  milk ;  butter ;  flour ;  whisky  ;  scxla  water ;  steel, 
including  roof  Iron,  ridgings,  etc. ;  barbed  wire ;  galvanized  iron  sheets ; 
rails;  copper  sheets  and  bars;  window  glass;  and  soap.  Samples,  wliere 
possible,  are  desired. 

Blates  and  slate  pencils.  No.  21917. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  India  has 
been  requested  by  a  commission  agent  to  furnish  him  with  the  names  and 
addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of  school  slates  and  slate  pencils. 

Cotton  goods  and  hardvmre.  No.  21918. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  man 
from  Venezuela,  who  is  now  in  the  United  States,  desires  to  represoit 
American  manufacturers  of  cotton  piece  goods  and  small  hardware.  Ref- 
erence. 
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HAXIKUM  LEATHEB  PBICES  IN  BTJSSIA. 

(Vice  Consul  Felix  Cole,  Petrograd,  June  27.] 

The  Russian  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  has  issued  an  obliga- 
tory regulation  fixing  the  following  prices  on  leather,  with  a  penalty 
of  imprisonment  uj)  to  one  year  and  four  months,  without  fine,  for 
selling  at  higher  prices : 

(1)  Kid,  patent  leather,  chrotne,  boxcalf  (black  or  colored),  whether  of  for- 
eign or  Russlaa  {iroduction,  per  square  foot,  1.50  rubles  (about  $0.47  at  the 
corrent  exchange  rate  of  $0.31  to  the  ruble)  ;  (2)  chevrette,  chrome  horsehlde, 
ring-bos  (binck  or  colored),  whether  of  foreign  or  Russian  production,  per 
square  foot,  1  roble  (about  $0.31). 

These  prices  are  franco  (delivered  free  of  all  charges)  at  the  place 
where  the  goods  lie  within  the  Empire. 


AODinOHAI  FBENCH  DCPOBT  FBOHIBITIONS. 

[Cablegram  from  .\merlcan  consul  general,  Paris,  July  21.] 

A  decree  of  July  18,  promulgated  on  July  21,  prohibits  importation 
into  France  and  Algeria  of  me  following  products,  referred  to  by 
tariff  numbers  as  shown  in  Tariff  Series  No.  25,  Customs  Tariff  of 
France,  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce: 

Woods,  conunon,  of  certain  dimensions,  in  logs,  squared  or  saweil,  even  If  Im- 
pregnated or  chemically  treated  (128) ;  paving  blocks  (129)  ;  splints  (131) ; 
hoop  wood  and  prepared  poles  (132) ;  perches,  pole  and  staffs,  rough,  of  certain 
dimensions  (133)  ;  resinous  woods  In  logs  of  specified  length  (135bls) ;  charcoal 
and  charred  boon  (136) ;  fine  or  tropical  woods  even  If  Impregnated  or  chem- 
ically treated  (138)  ;  platinum,  crude,  In  lumps.  Ingots,  bars,  dust,  or  scrap, 
also  drawn,  roUetl,  or  spun  (ex200)  ;  aluminum  (ex203)  ;  certain  foundry  and 
forge  pig  iron  and  splegel  iron  as  described  (205) ;  ferro  alloys  (205bis) ;  also 
fwro  aluminum  containing  10  per  cent  and  less  than  20  per  cent  aluminum; 
wrought  iron  and  steel,  crude,  in  Ingots  (206)  ;  iron  or  steel,  rolled  or  forged, 
fine  steel  for  tools,  and  special  steels  (207,  207bls,  207ter,  207quat,  207quln)  ; 
iron  or  steel  rods  for  wire  and  nails  (208)  ;  certain  hoop  Iron  or  steel  {209, 
209bls) ;  sheets  of  iron  or  steel  as  describetl  (210) ;  sheets  of  nickel  steel,  cut 
or  not  (210bls) ;  hot  rolled  bands,  " larges  plates"  (210ter) ;  iron  coated  with 
Un,  copper,  lead,  or  zinc  (211)  ;  Iron  or  steel  wire  whether  tinned,  coated  with 
copper  or  zinc,  galvanized,  or  whitened  or  not  (212)  ;  rails  of  Iron,  common 
«S«*-W  305  * 
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steel  or  special  steel  (213) ;  wheels,  tires,  and  wheel  centers  for  railwajr  and 
tramway  cars  and  locomotives  (214) ;  straight  axles  for  railways  and  tram- 
ways and  axles  not  i9)ecified,  of  iron  or  steel  (215) ;  crank  axles  for  locomotiTes, 
of  iron  or  steel  (216)  ;  axles  for  automobiles,  of  iron  or  steel  (217) ;  waste  and 
scrap  iron  for  resmeltlng  (219)  ;  cables  of  iron  and  steel  (561)  ;  barbed  fendng 
wire  (561bis) ;  cement  copper,  copper  cast  In  Inmps,  grain.  Ingots,  or  anodes; 
copper  alloyed  with  zinc,  tin,  alnminnm,  or  manganese,  cast  in  lumps,  crude, 
ingots,  or  plates  (including  aluminum  bronze  containing  not  more  than  20  per 
cent  aluminum) ;  copper  rolled  or  hammered  in  bars  or  plates  and  copper  vrire 
polished  or  not  other  than  gilded,  sIlTered,  or  nickeled,  also  copper  filings  and 
scrap  (ex221) ;  lead  in  crude  lumi>s,  pigs,  bars,  or  slabs;  lead  alloyed  with 
antimony,  in  lumps;  lead  hammerer  or  rolled,  also  filings  and  scrap  (ex222) ; 
tin  in  lumps,  pigs,  bars,  or  slabs  alloyed  with  antimony;  tin  pure  or  alloyed, 
hammered  or  drawn  into  wire  of  any  dimensions  or  in  sheets  (ex223) ;  zinc, 
except  ore  (ei224)  ;  nickel,  not  including  ore  (ex225) ;  native  mercury  (226) ; 
antimony,  sulphurated,  smelted,  metallic,  or  regulus  (ex227) ;  ores  iM>t  speci- 
fied elsewhere  In  the  tariff  (233). 

These  prohibitions  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  shipped  or  ware- 
housed before  July  21  or  to  goods  for  Government  account.  The 
Minister  of  War  may  allow  exceptions  to  the  decree. 

[A  more  detailed  description  of  the  articles  exhibited  may  be  ob- 
tained from  Tariff  Series  No.  25,  Customs  Tariff  of  France,  which 
may  be  purchased  for  10  cents  a  copy  at  the  district  offices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  frwn  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C] 


HHAl  FORECAST  OF  HTDIA'S  WHEAT  CEOP. 

The  final  official  forecast  of  India's  191j>-16  wheat  crop,  based  on 
reports  covering  98.6  per  cent  of  the  total  acreage  under  this  grain, 
places  the  area  sown  at  30,143,000  acres,  as  against  32,475,000  acres, 
the  revised  final  area  of  the  preceding  season,  or  a  falling  off  of  7  per 
cent.  The  total  yield  is  estimated  at  8,518,000  long  tons  (39,751,000 
quarters  pf  480  pounds),  contrasted  with  10,091,000  long  tons  (47,- 
091,000  quarters),  the  revised  final  estimate  of  lasi  year,  or  a  decrease 
of  nearly  16  per  cent. 

The  present  estimate  of  yield  shows  a  decline  from  the  final  figures 
of  1914-15  of  60  per  cent  in  Ajmer-Merwara,  48  per  cent  in  Sind,  47 
per  cent  in  Kajputana,  36  per  cent  in  the  Northwest  Frontier  Prov- 
ince, 33  jper  cent  in  the  Punjab,  18  per  cent  in  Bombay,  and  11  per 
cent  in  the  United  Provinces.  On  the  other  hand,  Bihar  and  Orissa 
shows  an  increase  of  67  per  cent,  Hyderabad  one  of  47  per  cent,  Bengal 
and  the  Central  Provinces  and  Berar  25  per  cent  each,  and  Central 
India  1  per  cent. 

PUBCHASE  OF  HEXICAir  MESCHAliT  VESSELS. 

[Vice  CoDKul  H.  H.  Wolcott,  Habana,  Cu)>a,  July  12.] 

The  following-named  Mexican  merchant  vessels  have  been  pur- 
chased by  a  citizen  of  Cuba,  and  it  is  reported  they  will  be  placed 
under  the  flag  of  Cuba:  Jalisco,  2,557  tons;  Mexico,  2,548  tons: 
Sonora,  1,862  tons;  Sinaloa,  1,865  tons;  Oaxaca,  1,393  tons;  ana 
Tdbaaco,  1,022  tons. 

These  vessels  were  purchased  from  the  Mexican  Navigaticai  Co. 
by  Senor  Carlos  I.  Parraga,  a  citizen  of  Cuba. 
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AHESICAV  CHAUBEB  OF  C0MMI31CE  FOB  BEAZIL. 

There  was  recently  incorporated  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  the  American 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  Brazil,  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States  of  America.  Its  honorary  president  is  the 
American  ambassador,  Hon.  Edwin  V.  Morgan,  and  its  honorary 
vice  presidents  are  Mr.  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  American  consul  gen- 
eral at  Rio ;  Dr.  Lauro  S.  MuUer,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of 
Brazil;  Dr.  Jose  Bezerra,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and 
Commerce  of  Brazil;  Dr.  Domicio  da  Gama,  ambassador  of  Brazil 
to  the  United  States;  Dr.  Amaro  Cavalcanti,  Brazilian  delegate  to 
the  Pan  American  Financial  Conference,  1915 ;  Dr.  H.  C.  de  Martins 
Pinheiro,  consul  general  of  Brazil  at  New  York  City ;  and  Dr.  M.  de 
Barros  Moreira.  Maj.  Charles  E.  Lydecker,  former  comptroller  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  acts  as  national  councilor  in  the  United  States. 

The  Chamber  issues  a  quarterly  magazine,  part  in  English  and 
Mrt  in  Portuguese,  the  subscription  price  of  which  is  $2  per  year. 
The  first  number  (July,  1916),  oesides  an  account  of  the  formation 
of  the  Chamber,  contains  articles  on  steamship  service  between  the 
United  States  and  Brazil,  on  the  Brazilian  tariff  (by  Dr.  Lincoln 
Hutchinson,  late  commercial  attache  of  the  United  States  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro),  on  the  increase  of  American  trade  with  Brazil,  and  other 
subjects  of  interest  and  practical  value  to  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters.  The  Quarterly  makes  the  following  editorial  state- 
ment as  to  the  purposes  of  the  Chamber : 

It  is  the  object  of  this  Chamber  to  create  the  amount  of  organization  necessary 
for  establishing  a  bond  between  the  commercial  body  of  Americans  residing  in 
Brazil  and  their  countrymen  trading,  on  similar  lines,  in  other  foreign  countries ; 
and  to  link  them  more  closely  to  the  great  mass  of  their  countrymen  engaged 
in  manufacturing  and  in  exporting  in  the  United  States.  It  is  also  their  object 
to  recognize  the  valuable  work  done  by  Brazilian  merchants  In  promoting  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Brazil,  and  to  furnish  Brazilian  trade  with  every 
poesible  opportunity  for  closer  association  and  more  Intimate  contact  with 
things  American.  Membership  In  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  for 
Braxil  is  naturally  open  to  Brazilian  houses  and  individuals,  as  well  as  to 
American  houses  and  individuals  in  the  cities,  both  of  our  own  country  and  of 
the  Brazilian  Republic. 

DTCBEASIHO  USE  OF  AHEBICAIT  GOODS  JK  SHANGHAI. 

(Special  Agent  Stanhope  Sams,  Shanghai,  China.] 

Upon  visiting  the  shops  in  Shanghai  I  find  that  there  is  much  more 
business  done  in  American  goods  m  this  city  than  in  Hongkong,  the 
latter  being  strictly  a  British  market.  Nearly  all  the  shops  in  the 
former  city  carry  some  American  merchandise,  and  most  of  them  are 
increasing  the  number  of  lines  handled.  There  is  evident  a  decided 
advance  in  every  class  of  American  goods. 

Exporters  in  the  United  States  desirous  of  marketing  their  wares 
in  the  Far  East  should  certainly  Iceep  an  eye  on  Shanghai,  as  it  affords 
indeed  a  promising  market.  Even  at  present  there  is  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity for  a  numb«r  of  lines,  and  the  field  is  widening  every  hour. 
Some  of  the  articles  that  are  now  in  demand  are  household  utensils, 
small  hand  machines,  toilet  articles,  canned  goods,  especially  provi- 
sions, fairly  cheap  hosiery  for  men  and  women,  lightweight  under- 
wear, garters,  suspenders,  and  belts. 
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mPOBTAHCE  OF  FABCEL-FOST  TSADE  WITH  FEB8IA. 

(Commercial  AttacM  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  Bussia,  Jane  20.] 

While  recently  paying  a  brief  visit  to  Persia,  my  attention  was 
called  to  the  extremely  important  influence  of  the  parcel  post  as  a 
means  to  trade  with  Persia.  Since  the  war  started  the  parcel  post  has 
afforded  almost  the  only  means  by  which  a  large  variety  of  articles 
enter  this  country.  The  British  consul  at  Tabriz  estimates  that  at 
least  half  of  the  imports  into  the  northern  pai-t  of  Persia  fr<HU  Great 
Britain  now  enter  this  country  by  parcel  po^  in  transit  throu^ 
Russia.  Most  of  the  cotton  piece  goods  coming  from  Manchester  are 
sent  to  this  part  of  Persia  by  parcel  post.  It  appeara  to  be  the  prac- 
tice to  ship  such  goods  in  bulk  to  Norway,  whence  they  are  resiiippcd 
in  smaller  packages  to  Persia. 

Advantages  of  7arceI-Po$t  Route— Possible  Vse  by  American  Pimis. 

As  England,  like  the  United  States,  had  no  treaty  arrangements 
whereby  parcels  could  be  shim>ed  to  Persia  in  transit  through  Russia, 
it  was  a  growing  practice  of  British  firms  previous  to  the  war  to  send 
their  goods  in  bulk  to  Germany,  where  they  were  broken  up  and  for- 
warded by  parcel  post  to  Persia.  Now,  however,  Norway  is  used  for 
this  purpose.  For  many  years  the  parcel  post  had  been  growing  in 
favor  with  British  merchants  as  a  means  of  sending  goods  to  Persia. 
All  other  means  of  communication  between  Europe  and  northern  and 
central  Persia  via  Russia  are  handicapped  by  the  fact  that  no  throujgh 
bill  of  lading  can  be  obtained  for  goods  passing  through  Russia; 
moreover,  everything  is  subject  to  the  ordinary  import  duty  for  goods 
entering  Russia,  and,  in  addition,  the  Persian  customs  duties  have  to 
be  paid.  The  parcel  post,  however,  enjoys  special  treatment,  pack- 
ages in  transit  being  exempt  from  the  usual  customs  duty  in  Russia. 
The  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  collects  payment  for  goods  sent  by 
parcel  post. 

The  only  means  besides  the  parcel  post  of  sending  goods  to  the 
northern  and  most  populous  district  of  Persia  has  been  the  long 
caravan  route  from  Trebizond,  in  Turkey,  wliere  duties  were  not 
collected  on  goods  in  transit  to  Persia.  The  cost  of  shipping  piece 
goods  was  lower  via  Trebizond  than  by  parcel  post ;  nevertheless,  as 
there  has  been  an  enormous  saving  of  time  in  the  parcel-pcst  route 
over  the  slow  caravan  route  from  Trebizond,  the  former  method  is 
now  considered  the  more  economical,  since  it  allows  a  far  more  rapid 
turnover  of  the  goods  sold. 

American  firms  have  not  sent  goods  to  Persia  by  parcel  post 
While  the  United  States  has  no  treaty  arrangements  tor  a  direct 
parcel-post  service  with  Persia,  goods  might  be  sent  directly,  as  they 
are  by  British  firms.  The  United  States  might  greatly  extend  its 
trade  with  Persia  by  arranging  with  Persia  ana  with  Russia  for 
parcel-post  service,  allowing  goods  to  go  through  Russia  without 
paying  customs  duties  except  on  arrival  in  Persia. 

Znerease  ia  Persian  Pareel-Post  Business  via  Xnssia — Paekiag. 

The  statistics  of  goods  entering  Persia  by  parcel  post  in  transit 
through  Russia  may  be  given  as  toUows  for  1912  and  1914: 
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1912 

1911 

Countries  of  origin. 

Ordinary 
parcels. 

Parcels  the  value  ol 
which  was  declared. 

Ordinary 
parcels. 

Parce°.s   tbe  value  o( 
which  was  deolarei. 

TottI        

Number. 

276.659 

1,097 

9,975 

16 

Number. 

53,764 

13,238 

3,974 

10 

Value. 

11.649,253 

1,053.231 

41,237 

5S 

Number. 

297.986 

2,789 

7,831 

5 

Number. 

67,970 

25,282 

4,022 

3 

Value. 
t2. 847. 685 

2,133.811 

nniud  KimEdom 

47,252 
113 

tlnited  States     

On  account  of  the  length  of  the  journey  and  numerous  transship- 
ments, parcels  for  Persia  should  bie  packed  in  cases,  preferably  of 
wood,  or  wrapped  in  solid  leather.  If  they  are  packed  in  cloth  or 
similar  material,  the  Eussian  authorities  return  them  to  the  office  of 
dispatch.   They  may  be  packed  in  zinc  or  tin,  hermetically  sealed. 


COALING  IN  ABOENTINE  FOBTS. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosario,  June  14.] 

Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  Argentine 
Government  took  measures  restricting  the  amoimt  of  coal  to  be  taken 
by  vessels  leaving  Argentine  ports  in  the  foreign  trade  to  that  neces- 
sary to  reach  the  first  port  of  call  in  South  America.  The  object 
was  to  protect  the  country  against  a  possible  coal  shortage. 

The  Government  has  now  issued  a  decree  (June  12,  1916)  which 
provides  that  mail  steamers  which  do  not  call  at  South  American 
ports  or  call  at  such  ports  for  the  sole  purpose  of  landing  or  receiving 
passengers  or  mail,  and  other  steamers  which  do  not  call  at  South 
American  ports  or,  in  case  they  do  call  at  such  ports,  carry  Argentine 
products  up  to  at  least  three-fourths  of  their  total  capacity,  may  be 
supplied  in  Argentine  ports  with  the  coal  required  for  the  entire 
voyage.  Such  steamers  can  not,  however,  take  more  coal  than  can 
be  carried  in  their  bunkers,  not  including  reserve  bunkers,  hold,  and 
between  decks.  Steamers  desiring  to  coal  in  Argentine  ports  must 
make  application  to  the  customs  officials  who  are  authorized  to  issue 
permits. 

Ho  Salter  of  Coal  Shortage. 

The  foregoing  change  in  regulations  has  been  made  in  view  of 
present  conditions  as  respects  the  coal  supply  and  in  order  to  afford 
every  facility  possible  to  shipping.  On  May  30,  1916,  two  petitions, 
one  from  coal  importers  and  the  other  from  shipping  circles,  were 
presented  to  the  Government  calling  attention  to  the  advisability  of 
the  action  just  taken.  It  was  pointed  out  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
a  coal  shortage  at  present,  and  that  the  difficulty  of  securing  coal  in 
Argentine  ports  induced  vessels  to  coal  at  Montevideo.  Coal  im- 
porters stated  that  107,500  tons  of  coal  were  imported  in  April  and 
that  numerous  cargoes  were  expected.  Furthermore,  the  high  price 
of  coal  has  considerably  reduced  the  home  demand.  The  high  price 
of  the  product  in  Argentine  ports  precludes  the  danger  of  any  vessel 
bound  tor  Europe  or  North  America  taking  more  coal  than  it  actually 
requires. 

[A  report  on  the  fuel  problem  In  Argentina  was  published  In  Coumebcb 
Befobts  for  Apr.  13,  1916.] 
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AMEBICAH  ASB  OESHAN  SHIFBTTILDIirO, 

The  American  shipbuilding  industry  provides  for  three  distinct 
kinds  of  navigation — ocean  navigation,  navigation  on  the  Great 
Lakes,  and,  third,  on  our  extensive  river  systems.  The  unusual 
increase  of  American  steel  merchant  shipbuilding  at  the  present  time 
is  whoUy  in  the  building  of  ocean-cargo  steamships.  Of  the  385 
steel  vessels,  of  1,225,784  gross  tons,  building  or  ordered  in  American 
shipyards  on  July  1, 1916  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  July  17, 1916), 
195  vessels,  aggregating  1,037,103  gross  tons,  are  ocean  merchant 
steamships  of  1,000  gross  tons  or  over.  While  this  output  is  about 
half  that  of  British  yards  in  times  of  peace,  it  exceeds  the  amount 
of  similar  merchant  shipbuilding  in  Germany  at  the  date  of  the 
greatest  activity  of  the  industry  in  the  history  of  that  Empire,  on 
December  31, 1913.  The  Bureau  of  Navigation  has  prepared  the  fol- 
lowing comparison  of  the  number  and  gross  tonnage  of  ocean  steel 
merchant  steamships  of  1,000  gross  tons  or  over  building  or  ordered 
in  American  yards  on  July  1,  1916,  and  in  German  yards  on  De- 
cember 31,  1913,  the  date  of  maximum  activity  for  the  two  countries 
in  this  form  of  industry. 

American  yards,  July  1, 1916. 


Compsny. 


Groit 
tons. 


Cnioiilron  Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Now  York  SUpbuUding  Co.,  Camdan,  N.J , 

Newport  Naws  Co.,  Newport  News,  V» , 

FonRlvar,  Qiiincy,  Mass.; , 

Cramp  &  Sons,  PhiUidelpbJa,  Pa 

Batten  &  Hollingswortb,  Wllmingtoo,  Del 

Marytaod  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md , 

Chester  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Cbestar,  Pa 

Constmction  A  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash 

Skinner  AEddT,  Seattle,  Wash 

American  SblpDnildlng Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Standard  Shipbuilding  Coip.,  New  York,  N.  Y 

Willamette  Steel  Co.,  Portland,  Oreg , 

Texas  Steamship  Co.,  Bath,  Me , 

Dry  Docks  &  Sbipbuildlne  Co.,  Baltimore,  lid 

Great  Lakes  EngiiieerinK  Co.,  Detroit,  liUch 

Moore  &  Scott  Ironworks,  Oakland,  Cal 

P\isey  &  Jones  Co.,  Wilmington,  Dol 

Manitowoc  Shipbuuding  Co.,  Manitowoc,  Wis 

Toledo  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Staten  Island  Shipbollding  Co.,  Port  Richmond,  N.  Y 
Herrlll-SteTens  Co.,  JaoksonTllIe,  Fla 

Total 


The  New  York  Shipbuilding,  Newport  News,  and  Fore  River  yards 
were  building  also  battleships,  and  tlie  Cramps  destroyers. 

German  yards,  Dee.  31,  1913. 


Company. 

Number. 

Gross 
ittu. 

Blohm  4c  Voffv,  Hamburg . 

3 
14 
12 
U 
14 

U»,«W 

I10>> 

B nmmi  Vnlk«n  Co ,  va^^^^                                                    

VttCm 

n,m 

Plensborg  Co.,  Flensburg 

m,m 

Schichau  Co.,  Dantsic                     .            .           

»^4« 

Uowaldtswerke  Co..  Kiel 

»;«« 

Ne^un  Co.,  Rwtoi 

2},MI 

VuDcan  Co.,  Stettin 

%s 

KookCo.,  tubeck...". 

i^no 

Seebeck  Co.,  Qeestemunde , 

U,MS 
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Gtrman  yard*,  Dec.  SI,  1913 — Continued. 


Compui)'. 


Gross 
tons. 


RjAnun  Rcismahlen  Co.,  BremerhiTtn. 

Belticntiw  Co.,  Hamburg 

Stettin  o£nrerke  Co.,  SMtUn 

FVtridis  &  Co.,  Einswarden 

F.  Ernpp  Co.,  EM 

I/Uxembun  Co.,  Emden , 

Nnsekt  &  Co.,  Stettin 


Total 104        810,030 


The  Weser  Co.,  Hamburg  Vulkan,  Howaldtsworke,  and  Schichau 
jards  were  building  also  battleships;  Blohn  &  Voss,  battle  cruisers; 
and  Vulkan  Stettin,  torpedo  boats. 

American  Cargo  Boats  and  Tankers. 

Only  8  of  the  American  steamships,  aggregating  52,328  gross  tons 
are  for  passengers  and  cargo,  the  largest  being  the  Matson  line 
steamer  Wakiki,  501  feet  long,  twin  screws,  turbine  engines  and 
10,000  horsepower,  of  9,728  gross  tons,  for  the  Hawaiian  and  possibly 
the  trans-Pacific  trade.  Two  8,000-ton  passenger  and  cargo  steam- 
ships of  17  knots  speed  are  building  for  the  Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  West 
Indies  Co.,  one  coastwise  passenger  ship  of  6,000  tons,  14  knots,  for 
the  Mallory  Line,  two  5,800-ton  steamships,  13  knots,  for  the  W.  R. 
Grace  Co.  ior  trade  to  the  West  Coast  of  North  and  South  America, 
and  two  coastwise  steamers,  4,500  tons  each,  12^  knots,  for  the  Sa- 
vannah Line. 

The  remaining  tonnage  is  almost  evenly  divided  between  72  steam- 
ers, of  496,138  gross  tons,  building  especially  to  carry  oil  in  bulk,  and 
115  steamers  of  488,637  gross  tons,  building  to  carry  cargo  generally. 
The  use  of  oil  as  fuel  for  some  years  past  has  been  growing  rapidly 
both  on  sea  and  land.  The  newest  tvpes  of  Annerican  battleships  are 
oil  burners,  and  many  British  warships  use  this  fuel.  Doubts  as  to 
whether  the  advantages  of  oil  as  fuel  on  warships  might  not  be  more 
than  offset  by  the  added  risk  of  explosion  and  fire  in  battle  seem  to 
have  been  dispelled  by  the  results  of  the  naval  battle  of  Jutland  in 
which  British  warships  using  oil  fuel  were  engaged.  The  use  of  oil 
as  fuel  on  American  merchant  steamers,  especially  on  the  Pacific,  is 
becoming  general,  and  in  replacing  merchant  shipping  destroyed  by 
the  war  Both  the  belligerent  and  the  neutral  nations  will  undoubtedly 
use  extensively  oil-burning  machinery.  The  increasing  use  of  oil  as 
fuel  for  power  in  manufacturing  plantis  is  generally  known.  That 
half  of  the  tonnage  of  ocean  cargo  steamers  building  in  the  United 
States  is  made  up  of  "tankers"  is  thus  an  evidence  of  judgment  in 
anticipating  the  lines  of  development  of  American  trade  as  a  pur- 
veyer  of  modem  fuel  and  incidentally  a  provision  for  one  or  the 
greatest  future  needs  of  the  Navy.  The  American  merchant  fleet 
already  includes  102  tank  steamers  of  459,656  gross  tons.  If  the  tank- 
ers now  building  in  the  United  States  sail  under  the  American  flag, 
in  its  oil-carrying  fleet,  the  United  States  will  rank  first,  British  tank 
tonnage  numoenng  208  steamers  of  875,909  gross  tons,  the  next  na- 
tion being  the  Netherlands  with  87,080  gross  tons.  The  ships  for 
general  cargo  building  in  the  United  States  are  adapted  in  size, 
power,  and  construction  to  carry  bulk  cargoes  to  any  part  of  the 
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world.    In  short,  the  steel  ocean  steamers  now  building  in  the  United 
States  are  adapted  not  only  to  present  conditions  but  also  when  com- 
pleted, to  conditions  likely  to  ol  tain  after  the  close  of  the  European 
war. 
(knnan  Tourist  and  Emigrant  Ships. 

In  Germany  '21  steamships,  of  385,000  gross  tons,  nearly  half  of 
the  German  tonnage  building  at  the  beginning  of  1914,  were  pas- 
senger steamships,  including  the  following  Hamburg-American  and 
North  German  Lloyd  liners  for  the  American  tourist  and'  northern 
European  and  Russian  emigrant  trades:  Bismarck,  Tirpitz,  Vater- 
land,  Zeppelin,  Burchard,  Ilindenhurg,  and  Columbus.  These  7 
ships  of  from  18  to  24  knots  speed,  aggregating  236,200  tons,  were 
building  also  as  naval  auxiliaries  and  commerce  destroyers,  but,  so 
far  as  completed,  remain  in  port.  The  totals  include  also  the  Ham- 
burg South- American  liner  and  commerce  destroyer  Cap  Trafalgar, 
sunk  in  battle  by  the  Cunarder  Carmarua,  and  its  sister  sliip  (Jap 
Polonio,  launched  in  March,  1914,  and  reported  still  building. 
Smaller  passenger  ships  were  3  for  the  German  East  Africa  line 
(19,400  tons)  and  5  for  the  Oldenburg  line  to  Portugal  (10,600  tons). 

The  cargo  steamers  building  numbered  83,  of  425,0(K)  gross  tons, 
of  which  6,  aggregating  40,000  tons,  were  to  be  put  in  the  Aus- 
tralian trade  in  1914  by  the  North  German  Lloyd,  and  7,  of  8,000 
tons  each,  in  trade  with  East  Asia,  Japan,  and  Kaiochow.  The 
Deutsch- Australia  Line  was  building  7,  of  36,500  tons  in  all,  the 
Hansa  Line,  for  trade  with  British  India  and  South  America,  14, 
of  92,500  gross  tons,  and  the  Kosmos  Line  7,  of  50,000  gross  tons. 
Seven  oil-tank  steamers,  aggregating  45,600  tons,  were  building  for 
trade  with  America  and  Koumania.  Excepting  small  cargo  boats, 
the  remainder  of  the  cargo  steamers  were  building  for  the  Hamburg- 
American  Co.  Except  the  Vaterland,  Cap  Trafalgar,  and  cargo 
steamers,  completed  before  August,  1914,  ships  building  or  ordered 
in  Germany  on  December  31,  1913,  as  shown  by  the  Germanischer 
Lloyd,  Hamburg-^\jnerican,  and  North  German  Lloyd  reports  for 
1913-14,  were  yet  building  in  Germany  on  June  30,  1916,  according 
to  the  Copenhagen  cabled  interview  or  that  date  with  Herr  Ballin, 
general  manager  of  the  Hamburg- American  Co. 

NEW  WATEB  SUPPLY  PCS  BAHIA  BIANCA. 

[Commercial  Attache  Albert  Hale,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  Jnne  12.] 

The  following  item,  taken  from  a  recent  issue  of  an  Argentine 
daily,  has  an  unusual  importance  because  of  the  scarcity  of  fre^ 
water  in  this  region: 

This  afternoon  woter  was  found  in  the  artesian  well  at  Parqne  de  Mayo, 
demonstrating  conclusively  the  existence  of  an  enomions  subterranean  stream 
which  embraces  the  area  within  the  triangle  formed  by  the  borings  of  Ar^ich, 
Puerto  Mllltar,  and  La  Vlticola.  At  a  depth  of  687  meters  [2,254  feet!  a 
fairly  clear  stream  was  found,  and  at  691  meters  [2,267  feet!  another  stream 
was  found  which  gives  more  than  400,000  liters  [105,700  gallons']  of  water  per 
hour,  with  a  temperature  of  53°  O.  [127°  F.l.  It  is  expected  that  when  tbt 
size  of  the  well  Is  enlarged  a  much  greater  quantity  of  water  will  be  obtained. 

This  is  really  an  Important  event  for  Bahla  Blanca,  wbidi  has  beei  realized 
after  nine  months  of  work  and  after  surmounting  great  dlfficaltles.  Ti^rc 
can  now  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  a  very  great  supply  of  pore  water. 
Municipal  Commissioner  Del  Oaje  will  study  means  for  refrigeration  and  for 
more  conveniently  making  use  of  the  water  of  this  well  (the  largest  In  tliia 
region),  so  great  is  the  need  of  pure  water. 
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CHUn^O:  METHODS  01*  SALT  FBODVCTIOH. 

((.'onsul  General  Kdwin  S.  CiinniDKbnm,  Ilnnkow,  May  18.] 

The  production  of  salt  is  controlled  in  all  parts  of  China  by  the 
Government,  although  actually  in  the  hands  of  private  producers. 
Tliere  is  only  one  producing  center  of  salt  of  great  importance  in  the 
Hankow  consular  district.  That  is  Ying  Cheng  Hsien  in  Hupeh, 
producing  an  estimated  quantity  of  15.000  tons  per  annum.  Ying 
Cheng  lies  north  of  the  Siang  River,  bordering  on  a  number  oi 
diallow  lakes  and  waterways  which  provide  transportation  to  the 
Siang  River.  It  is  about  25  miles  we^  of  the  Peking-Hankow  rail- 
way station  of  Siaokan.  The  district  is  about  13  by  6  miles,  and 
has  produced  ^psum  (selenite)  for  some  200  years.  The  pro- 
ducing strata  he  from  400  to  900  feet  below  the  surface  and  are 
reached  by  shafts  sunk  vertically.  There  are  190  pits,  of  which 
only  12  are  worked  for  brine  in  the  manufacture  of  salt.  The  plan 
is  to  quarry  the  gypsum  and  to  work  each  pit  for  this  article  for  a 
period  of  two  or  three  years,  and  then  close  for  a  year. 

C«mmon  Accompaniment  of  Oypsnm  Deposits. 

Brine  is  produced  by  natural  leakage  or  by  pouring  water  into 
the  galleries  which  probably  follow  the  inclined  gypsum  strata. 
Salt  (sodium  chloride),  being  a  common  accompaniment  of  gypsum 
deposits,  appears  to  be  either  in  solution  as  brine  in  the  pores  of 
soft  rock  which  lie  in  layers  on  either  side  of  the  strata  or  as  natural 
salt  The  saline  substance  is  dissolved  from  the  rock  laid  bare  by 
the  quarrying,  and  after  the  pit  has  been  closed  for  a  year  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  brine  is  obtained  for  working  from  one  to  five  months, 
when  the  gypsum  is  again  worked  and  the  former  process  repeated. 

The  brine  is  brought  to  the  surface  by  a  windlass  and  rope,  in 
wooden  buckets,  and  is  poured  at  the  pit  mouth  into  large  wooden 
reservoirs  sunk  into  the  ground.  From  the  reservoirs  it  is  emptied 
by  buckets  into  mat-covered  wooden  troughs  led  across  country  a  few 
hundred  yards  to  the  furnaces,  where  the  brine  is  boiled  in  pans. 
The  boiling  pans  are  arranged  in  batteries  of  three  to  five  furnaces 
and  are  set  up  under  sheds  having  tiled  roofs  and  open  at  the  sides. 
Boiler-plate  caldrons  of  foreign  manufacture,  3  feet  in  diameter 
and  IJ  feet  deep,  are  arranged  m  sets  of  9  over  each  brick  furnace. 

These  furnaces  are  sunk  in  the  ground  so  that  the  level  of  each 
caldron  is  just  above  the  surface.  Underneath  is  a  fire  box,  pass- 
ing below  each  of  "the  9  iron  caldrons  in  succession  to  two  brick 
chimneys  at  the  end  of  the  furnace.  The  fuel  used  is  slack  coal  pro- 
cured in  the  vicinity  of  Hankow. 

Dittiibntion  to  Coatnmers  by  Small  Sealers. 

The  brine,  stored  in  large  wooden  reservoirs,  is  ladled  by  coolies 
into  the  caldrons,  which  boil  so  incessantly  that  the  water  is  rap- 
idly evaporated.  The  salt  gradually  precipitates  as  the  density  of 
(be  li<|[nid  becomes  greater  and  is  dipped  into  split-bamboo  baskets. 
The  diBtribntion  of  the  salt  thus  produced  is  made  to  the  consuming 
areas  by  small  dealers  from  two  baskets  carrying  about  50  poimds 
slung  at  either  end  of  the  pole.  The  salt  produced  is  snow  white, 
very  fine,  crystallized,  and  of  good  flavor,  though  described  as  having 
a  bitter  taste,  due  probably  to  excessive  magnesium. 

The  190  active  gypsum  pits  are  scattered  over  an  area  of  80  square 
nuW.    Each  furnace  in  the  manufacture  of  salt  is  limited  to  9  iron 
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caldrons,  and  each  of  these  furnaces  has  a  capacity  of  production 
of  ;W.000  pounds  in  24  hours. 

A  classification  of  the  sources  of  production  in  other  parts  of  China 
may  be  made  as  follows : 

1.  Salt  manufactured  from  sea  water :  (a)  By  solar  evaporation  in 
earthen  pans  or  salterns — Newchwang  (southern  Manchuria)  district, 
Tientsin  (Changlu)  district,  Shantung,  North  Kiangsu  Province 
(Huaipei),  Chekiang,  Fukien,  and  Kwangtung;  (&)  by  boiling— 
Kiangsu  seacoast  north  of  the  Yangtze,  where  salt  is  made  by  the 
lixiviation  of  saline  earth  by  brine  or  fresh  w^ater,  and  the  stroi^ 
brine  thus  obtained  is  condensed  by  artificial  heat  until  salt  is 
precipitated. 

2.  Salt  manufactured  from  brine  wells:  (a)  Szechuan  (boiled  in 
iron  pans;  fuel  natural — earth — gas  and  coal);  one  of  the  great 
salt-prcducing  Provinces  of  China;  (b)  Ying  Ch'eng,  Hupeh  Prov- 
ince, brine  boiled  in  iron  pans  (imported  from  Great  Britain) ; 
fuel,  coal. 

3.  Lake  salt:  Shansi  and  Mongolia. 

4.  Eock  salt:  Yunnan. 
Located  All  Along  China's  Seacoast. 

The  Huaipei  salt  works  are  typical  of  those  located  all  along 
China's  seacoast.  They  produced  more  than  500,000  yin  of  440  cat- 
ties each  (catty =1.4  pounds)  per  annum.  Away  from  the  seacoast 
there  are  many  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  .salt  from  brine 
drawn  from  wells.  The  product  is  of  good  color  and  edible,  result- 
ing from  the  condensation  by  solar  heat  of  this  subterranean  brine. 

The  Tientsin  (Changlu)  arrangements  for  the  production  of  salt 
are  as  follows:  There  are  three  large  groups  of  salt  works,  one  on 
each  bank  of  the  Peiho  River  and  one  on  the  Peitang  River.  These 
localities  are  large  mud  flats  commanded  by  the  tides. and  are  very 
favorable  for  salt  manufacture.  The  levels  permit  brine  to  be 
brought  from  the  sea  to  the  works  by  flow  at  spring  tides,  in  canals 
or  channels  dug  for  the  purpose.  Wlien  the  brine  canals  are  full, 
temporary  dams  prevent  any  oversupply,  either  of  brine  from  the 
sea  or  fresh  water  from  the  rivers,  and  keep  the  brine  in  the  canals 
at  the  required  level.  The  brine  is  raised  from  the  brine  canals 
into  the  reservoirs  and  evaporation  pans  by  an -ingenious  system  of 
lifts  operated  by  wind  sails. 
Several  Provlnoes  Produce  Large  ftnantlties.  ' 

Shantung  produces  about  2,125,325  piculs  (of  140  pounds  each) 
per  annum  from  sea  water.  The  Provinces  of  Chekiang,  Fukien, 
and  Kwangtung  all  produce  large  quantities  of  sea  salt. 

Undoubtedly  the  Province  of  Szechuan,  some  1,200  miles  up  the 
lYangtze  River  from  the  sea,  offers  the  greatest  opportunities  for 
the  development  of  the  sale  of  salt-manufacturing  appliances.  Salt 
in  that  Province  is  the  product  exclusively  of  brine  drawn  from 
wells.  The  total  quantity  produced  during  one  year  is  estimated  at 
5,500,000  piculs  (picul='l40  pounds).  In  most  parts  the  wells  are 
few  and  far  between;  at  Tzu  Liu  Ching  a  great  number  is  found 
within  a  small  area.  Szechuan  not  only  supplies  its  own  millions  of 
inhabitants  with  salt  but  some  1,171,000  piculs  (of  140  poimds  each) 
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to  Hup^  Province  annually;  also  to  Yunnan  and  Kweichow,  two 
neighboring  Provinces.  Many  millions  are  invested  in  the  industry. 
The  points  at  which  rock  salt  and  lake  salt  are  produced  are 
remote  places  where  it  is  doubtful  if  modem  methods  could  be 
introduced  at  present. 

Oyf«rtmaities  for  Sale  of  Tans. 

There  is  no  question  that  the  Szechuan  district  furnishes  great 
q)portunities  for  the  sale  of  pans  for  salt  manufacture,  but  freight 
rates  through  the  gorges  ana  rapids  are  so  high  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  deliver  machinery  into  that  district  at  a  reasonable  price. 
It  is  understood  that  a  British  ccHnpany  has  maintained  a  special 
representative  at  Peking,  with  a  view  to  inducing  the  Government 
to  install  modem  salt-manufacturing  appliances.  It  is  not  known 
how  successfjul  it  was,  but  it  is  thought  that  certain  improvements 
at  the  great  Tientsin  saltern  are  now  underway,  and  probably 
some  foreign  machinery  is  being  installed.  Inasmuch  as  salt  produc- 
tion is  everjrwhere  controlled  oy  the  Chinese  Government,  an  at- 
tempt to  introduce  modem  equipments  should  be  made  throu^  the 
Government  at  Peking,  as  it  is  not  likely  that  private  c(»icems, 
although  they  are  the  actual  producers,  would  undertake  any  radical 
changes  without  the  approval  of  the  Government. 

[Statements  regarding  various  features  of  the  salt  administration  of  China 
were  published  in  Commebce  Retostb  for  June  23,  1916,  and  a  report  on  the 
alt  industrr  of  Kwangtung  leased  territory  In  the  Issue  of  July  1,  1916.1 


I£W  METHODS  OF  imilZIira  BABXn  PODS  FOB  lAmnNa. 

I  London  Times  Imperial  and  Foreign  Trade  Supplement,  July.] 

Babul  pods,  obtained  from  the  tree  that  also  produces  the  gum 
arable  of  commerce,  have  long  been  known  to  contain  a  notable 
quantity  of  tannin  (18  to  20  per  cent).  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
tan  liquor  prepared  from  the  pods  rapidly  undergoes  fermentation 
»nd  thus  deteriorates  before  the  hides  or  skins  immersed  in  it  have 
beccHne  completely  tanned,  the  use  of  this  material  has  not  hitherto 
been  adopted  by  tanners.  As  the  result  of  laboratory  experiments 
conducted  by  the  Department  of  Industries  at  Cawnpore,  it  is  claimed 
that  this  obstacle  to  the  utilization  of  the  product  can  be  removed. 
It  is  found  that  by  the  addition  of  a  very  small  quantity  (0.3  to  0.5 
pr  cent  of  the  weight  of  the  pods)  of  crude  carbolic  acid  to  the 
infusion  of  the  pods,  fermentation  is  retarded  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  tan  liquor  can  be  used  with  satisfactory  results.  It  has  also  been 
observed  that  the  tendency  of  the  tan  liquor  to  ferment  varies  with 
its  temperature.  Below  60°  Fahrenheit  babul  pods  may  be  used  with 
a  very  small  addition  of  antiseptic  or  with  none  at  all.  As  an  alterna- 
tive to  carbolic  acid,  phenazole  slightly  acidified  with  acetic  acid 
may  be  used. 

The  pods  can  be  had  in  India  for  the  cost  of  collecting  them. 
From  the  Sndan,  where  they  are  known  as  garad  (or  sunt)  pods, 
there  is  already  a  small  export,  which  could  be  largely  increased  if  a 
sufficient  demand  arose.  The  export  value  in  the  Sudan  is  about  $34 
per  too.  The  same  product  has  also  been  occasionally  exported  from 
.West  Africa  under  the  name  of  Gambia  pods. 
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CHILEAN  EXCHANGE  AND  THE  NITBATE  SIXUATION. 

[Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Ilavcns,  Santiago,  June  9.) 

For  the  11  months  ended  May  31  the  production  of  Chilean  salt- 
peter was  67  per  cent  greater  than  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
the  preceding  nitrate  year.  In  this  fact  lies  one  of  the  chief  explana- 
tions of  the  improvement  in  the  value  of  the  Chilean  paper  peso  and 
also  in  the  purchasing  power  of  the  country. 

No  one  knows  what  the  effect  of  peace  is  going  to  be  on  the  nitrate 
industry,  and  it  would  seem  reasonable  that  when  the  use  of  ex- 
plosives ceases  there  will  be  inunediate  stoppage  in  orders  for  nitrate. 
The  farmers  are  on  the  battle  field,  and  although  they  might  be  re- 
turned to  their  homes  in  time  to  use  nitrate  (nitrate  being  used  in 
the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May  for  fertilizer),  on  the  other 
hand  peace  may  be  declared  later  than  April  and  the  nitrate  industry 
would  receive  a  very  serious  blow,  as  the  use  of  the  material  for  ex- 
plosives would  cease  and  there  would  be  no  agricultural  demand  for 
that  particular  year.  Peace  in  November  or  December  would  mean 
the  immediate  placing  of  orders  for  nitrate  for  fertilizer,  and  the 
market  might  not  be  seriously  affected  except  temporarily. 
Nitrate  Prices  Normal  in  Chile. 

One  of  the  surprising  features  of  the  nitrate  industry,  at  least  to 
a  casual  observer,  has  been  that,  in  spite  of  the  great  demand  and 
the  high  prices  obtained  abroad,  the  price  of  nitrate  in  Chile  has  not 
risen  much  above  the  normal  figure  of  previous  years.  This  is  un- 
doubtedly due  to  the  fact  that  when  the  sudden  stoppage  of  ship- 
ments occurred  and  many  men  were  thrown  out  of  employment  m 
the  nitrate  fields,  thereby  making  it  impossible  for  them  to  buy  the 
agricultural  products  of  the  South,  the  Government  advanced  large 
sums  of  money  to  the  producers  solely  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
their  plants  running.  They,  of  course,  piled  up  an  enormous  supply, 
which,  coupled  with  a  general  resumption  of  work,  meant  that  there 
was  always  more  nitrate  available  than  ships  to  carry  it.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  price  received  for  nitrate  in  Chile  and  that  paid  by 
purchasers  in  foreign  coiutries  has  been  absorbed  in  ocean  freight 
rates. 

Exchange  was  down  when  there  were  no  ships  to  transport  the 
nitrate.  Cargo  space  is  a  little  more  plentiful  now,  and  vast  quanti- 
ties of  saltpeter  are  being  sold.  Gold  is  coming  in,  and,  being  abtm- 
dant,  it  becomes  cheap ;  or,  to  put  it  another  way,  one  buys  dollars 
with  fewer  pesos  than  when  gold  was  dear. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreigfn  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  Hoor 
TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  403  Third 
National  Bank  Bnildlng;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Offloe  Building;  New  Orleans,  1090 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  307  Vnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  N.  0.  &  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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PBOBirCTIOH  OF  ATBOFDVE  POSSIBLE  HT  THE  PHUIPPIIIES. 

13.  F.  Boomer,  oorrespondeot,  Manila,  Jane  1.] 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  plant  Datura  alba,  which  grows 
wild  in  abundance  in  almost  every  part  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
cmtains  a  large  amount  of  atropine,  now  currently  obtained  for  the 
dmg  trade  from  Atropa  Belladonna  L.,  a  plant  of  the  temperate  zone. 
Local  chemists  state  that  Datura  alba  also  contains  in  addition  to 
atropine,  hyoscyamine,  an  alkaloid  now  employed  in  producing 
"  twilight  sleep." 

The  plant  grows  in  practically  all  the  islands  of  the  Philippine 
group.  In  some  localities  it  reaches  a  height  of  6  feet.  It  is  not 
cultivated,  and  no  use  is  made  of  it  commercially.  Consequently, 
should  the  plant  be  needed  for  export,  there  is  no  present  means  of 
collecting  it  in  commercial  amounts.  One  prominent  American  drug 
manufacturer^,  to  whom  samples  of  the  plant  were  sent,  has  ordered 
a  large  quantity  of  the  leaves. 

Business  men  desiring  this  or  any  other  plant  for  manufacturing 
purposes  must  make  arrangements  with  some  local  agent  for  the  col- 
lection and  preparation  for  shipment,  and  count  upon  considerable 
delay.  In  the  case  of  many  valuable  plants,  for  which  the  Philippine 
soil  and  climate  are  peculiarly  favorable,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
wait  until  local  enterprise  undertakes  the  systematic  cultivation. 


OPEHIHO  FOR  OBAHOPHONES  IN  HAITI. 

[Speclnl  Agent  Garrard  Uarrlg.] 

There  is  an  opening  in  Haiti  for  an  inexpensive  gramophone  or 
phonograph.  It  should  be  as  simple  and  durable  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  and  as  near  "  fool  proof  "  as  ingenuity  can  devise.  Wax  rec- 
ords will  not  do,  on  account  of  their  liability  to  breakage  and  also 
because  of  climatic  conditions.  The  flat  rubber  records  should  be 
provided  and,  if  possible,  should  contain  a  selection  on  each  side. 

If  an  agency  could  be  established  to  sell  instruments  on  the  instal- 
ment plan,  the  number  disposed  of  would  be  large.  The  Haitians, 
or  the  vast  majority  of  them,  are  not  able  to  make  purchases  involv- 
ing a  considerable  outlay  at  one  time,  but  on  a  payment  down  and  a 
certain  sum  per  week  will  undertake  and  carry  through  financial  out- 
lays otherwise  impossible.  They  are  very  fond  of  music  and  would 
nndoubtedly  welcome  the  opportunity  to  purchase  gramophones,  of 
which  there  are  very  few,  indeed,  on  the  island.  There  would  be  a 
limited  demand  for  the  more  expensive  kinds  also. 

Records  in  French  would  prove  most  popular.  Representatives 
should  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  and  fluent  in  the  French  lan- 
guage to  be  successful. 

Street  Bepairing  in  Habana. 

The  American  minister  at  Habana,  Cuba,  cables,  under  date  of 
July  19,  1916,  that  he  is  informed  that  the  Cuban  Government  is 
considering  the  issuing  of  a  call  for  bids  for  the  repair  of  streets. 
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FBOPOSALS  FOE  OOVEBHHEITT  STTFPIIES  AHD  COHSTSITCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  witb  tbc  offices  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  usaally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  floods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  snbmit  tenders,  tbtj 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calllns  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Xavy  Department  supplies.  No.  3450. — Sealed  prcqposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  9911,  range 
boilers ;  schedule  9912,  sheathing  sheet  copper  and  yellow  sheatlng  metal ; 
schedule  9913,  garden  hose,  pump  leather,  worm-geared  chain  blocks,  gal- 
vanized-steel  bolts  and  nuts,  l-qnart  brass  oil  feeders,  padlocim,  steel  nuts, 
platform  counter  scales,  long-handle  cast-steel  shovels,  powdered  dry 
aluminum,  calcium  carbide,  and  galvanlzed-steel  pipe;  schedule  9914,  castor 
oil ;  schedule  0915,  hard  and  soft  sheet  brass  and  cold-rolled  sheet  copper ; 
schedule  9916,  Ingot  aluminum,  naval  rolled  bar  brass,  ingot  copper,  fer- 
romangnnese,  foundry  pig  iron,  and  slab  zinc ;  schedule  9917  copper  flexible 
steam  hose,  composition  pipe  fittings,  copper  pipe,  composition  unions,  and 
brass  angle  valves ;  schedule  9918,  canvas-laid  rubber  hose,  hard  sheet 
rubber,  loofa  sponges,  Turkish  toweling,  square-end  scoop  shovels,  castor 
oil,  and  galvanlzed-steel  conduit;  schedule  9919,  1-horsepower  potato 
peelers ;  schedule  9920,  wire  half-and-half  solder,  spelter  solder,  and  wiping 
solder ;  schedule  9921,  burlap,  billiard  cloth,  unbleached  cotton  cheesecloth, 
and  cotton  mattress  ticking;  schedule  9922,  tarred  sheathing  felt,  mbber 
wash  deck  hose,  metal  lockers,  hand  sewing  machines,  spun  oakum,  heaving 
roping  palms,  steel  safes  for  mail  clerks,  galvanlzed-steel  buckets,  sheet 
tin,  and  flexible  brass  voice  tubing;  schedule  9923,  technical  nitric  acid, 
Japan  drier,  yellow  ochre  in  oil,  and  turjjentlne;  schedule  9924,  combined 
hand  and  |x>wer  pipe-cutting  and  threading  machine;  schedule  9925,  lalxir 
and  material  to  reshingle,  Eetin,  and  paint  roof;  schedule  9920,  milling 
cutters,  drills  and  countersinks,  reamers,  etc.,  steel  slitting  saws,  and 
emergency  valves;  sche<lule  9927,  printing  booklet;  schedule  9928,  lumber 
and  millwork,  pine,  cypress,  window  sash,  sill,  etc.;  schedule  9929,  metal 
lath,  etc.,  fittings,  door,  sash  pulleys,  chain,  clips,  etc.,  galvanized  corru- 
gated sheet  steel,  structural  steel,  and  terneplate  tin;  schedule  9930,  clear 
spruce  lumber;  schedule  9931,  steel  boiler  tubes;  schedule  9932.  safety 
valves;  schedule  9933,  raw  linseed  oil;  schedule  9934,  adjustable  tap 
wrenches,  motor-driven  test  purap,  and  sulphur ;  schedule  0935,  steam  tur- 
bine driven  blowers ;  schedule  993iS,  steel  rivets,  boiler  steel  plates,  and  com- 
mon steel  shapes;  and  schedule  9937,  medium  eagle  buttons,  white  watch 
mark  braid,  cotton  handkerchiefs,  black  cotton  socks,  and  light  cotton  under- 
shirts. 

Subsistence  supplies,  No.  3451. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Depot 
Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  115  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  111., 
until  July  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  corned  beef,  fresh  roast 
beef,  and  corned-beef  hash. 

Telephones  and  buzzers.  No.  3452. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  2,  1916,  for  furnishing  camp  telephones  and  service  buzzers. 

Buoys,  No.  3453. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  Inq;>ector, 
TompklnsvUle,  N.  T.,  until  August  4,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  dtiiv«rtng 
two  spherical  mooring  buoys  and  six  cone  buoys. 

Construction  work.  No.  3454. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Powell,  Wyo.,  until  August  18,  1916, 
for  the  construction  of  canals  on  the  Shoshone  project,  Wyoming,  Involving 
about  572,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation.  The  work  Is  located  near  the 
stations  of  Mantua  and  Frannie,  Wyo.,  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Denver,  Colo. ; 
or  Powell,  Wyo. 
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DieUUing  and  tranacriMng  machines,  etc.  No.  845S. — Sealed  proposals  will  be 
received  by  tbe  Chief  Clerk,  Department  of  Commerce,  WashiDgton,  D.  C, 
ontU  Joly  28,  191^  fat  famishing  the  D^Murtment  with  dictating  and 
transcribing  machines  and  necessary  equipment.  Specifications  and  tar* 
tber  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  <^cer^ 

BoMug  and  repairing  lighthouse  tender,  No.  3456. — Sealed  proposals  will  be 
received  by  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  docking,  cleaning, 
and  painting  hull,  and  repairs  to  shaft  and  rudder  bearings  of  lighthouse 
tender  Crocus. 

Conttmctitm  work.  No.  3457. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Fisheries,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C.,  until 
August  18,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  a  retaining  basin  for  fish  at  tbe 
Flslieries  Station,  Gloucester,  Mass.  Further  information  may  be  obtained 
on  amplication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries,  Washington. 


AMEBICAH  COHSTTLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jnrisdictions.  The  consiil's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion ol 
venue. 

Address. 

Test,  GeoneN 

Kob#,  Japan 

Aug.  U 
Aug.  10 
Sept.    5 
Ang.    5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.   1 

Peportmantof  State,  Wasblngton.D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 

C«oke.A.B 

n»le,F.D 

Patras,  Oreece 

Huddersfleld,  Eo^and 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

Bnslau,  (Icrmany 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica. ... 

Chefoo,  China 

Erfurt,  Oermany 

N  iagara  Falls.  Canada . 

Fidwr,  FledD 

Albany,  Or«w. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Qibraltar,  Pa. 

HastoMD,  WiDtam  W 

SeltMr,  HaiTT  O 

B«k»r,  E.  Citflton 

Apartment  No.  75,  The  Bmnsvlclc, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  ana  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

Moaaghan,  J.  C 

JeireU.Johny 

yoime,  N.  J. 
Department  of  8tate,Wasbington,  D.C. 
Do. 

Ooodier,' James  H    

27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

LABOE  INGBEASE  IN  SmPMENTS  FBOH  ALASKA. 

Alaska's  sales  to  the  United  States  in  the  fiscal  year  1916  aggre- 
gated $48,966,000,  which  is  double  the  annual  average  since  1912. 
The  amounts  for  the  fiscal  years  1915  and  1914  were,  respectively, 
$27,039,000  and  $21,480,000.  In  addition  to  domestic  merchandise, 
Alaska  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  1915-16  gold  valued  at 
$16,000,000  and  silver  to  the  value  of  $760,000,  both  from  its  own 
mines. 

The  predominant  feature  of  the  year's  trade,  according  to  an 
analysis  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
was  the  rise  of  copper  to  first  place  among  Alaska's  export  staples, 
thereby  supplanting  salmon  and  gold  as  the  leading  items.  Receipts 
of  copper  in  ore,  matte,  and  regulus  from  Alaska  aggregated  117,- 
000,000  pounds,  valued  at  $26,500,000.  This  is  four  times  the  average 
for  the  preceding  three  years  and  exceeds  the  combined  imports  of 
that  class  from  Chile,  Cuba,  Canada,  and  Mexico,  the  leading  foreign 
soorces  of  this  form  of  copper. 
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FOBEiaN  TRADE  OFPOBTUITITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  mBy  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barean  and  Us  dlatrlct  ofllcea.    Reqacst 
.  for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportanltjr  naml>«r. 

The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
•  of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Copper,  No.  21919. — An  American  consular  oflacer  in  Switzerland  reports  that  a 
man  In  that  country  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can refiners  and  exporters  of  ordinary  copper  In  pigs  for  foundry  puri>oses. 
Correspondence  in  French  or  German.    References. 

Molybdenite,  No.  21920. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  an  Inquiry  from  Canada 
asking  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  companies  In  tbe  United  States  which 
handle  or  use  molybdenite. 

Beer  and  stout.  No.  21921. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  America  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  light  beer  and  stout, 
particularly  light  beer  put  up  in  10}-ounce  black  bottles,  to  cost  f.  o.  b.  New 
York  about  60  cents  per  dozen  bottles.  Commission  allowance  should  be 
stated. 

Drugs  and  chemieals,  cte.,  No.  21922. — A  firm  In  India  requests  the  Bureau  to 
place  it  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  mllllnary 
and  hosiery ;  drugs,  chemicals,  and  rubber  goods ;  perfumery  and  toilet 
articles;  leather  beltings  and  leather  goods;  hardware  and  cutlery;  Iron 
hoops ;  synthetic  and  artificial  essential  oils ;  shoes  for  women ;  and  patent 
medicines. 

Tallotc,  No.  21923. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes  that  a  whole- 
sale lard  merchant  is  In  the  market  for  beef  and  mutton  tallow.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Spanish.    References  given. 

Wire  nnils.  No.  21924. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  In  South  Africa 
writes  that  a  firm  In  that  territory  Is  In  the  market  for  wire  nails  In  li-Inch, 
2)-lnch,  3-lnch,  4-lnch,  5-Inch,  and  6-Inch  sizes,  to  be  packed  In  cases  weigh- 
ing 100  pounds  net,  each  containing  20  5-pound  paper  boxes. 

Offlco  and  stationery  supplies.  No.  21925. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  In  Chile  reports  that  an  agent  In  that  country  de- 
sires to  receive  catalogues  of  office  and  stationery  supplies,  such  as  punches, 
clips,  filing  cases,  and  other  similar  articles. 

Floor  cloths.  No.  31926. — A  man  from  England  who  Is  now  In  the  United  States 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  floor  cloths  for  dusting  and 
cleaning  floors. 

Soda,  No.  21927. — ^The  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  an  established  firm  In  Northern 
Africa  desires  to  r^resent  American  manufacturers  of  soda  tised  in  making 
soap. 

Textiles,  household  articles,  etc..  No.  21928. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  op- 
portunity No.  21241,  a  commission  merchant-  In  the  West  Indies  transmits 
to  the  Bureau  a  list  of  additional  articles,  including  textiles,  household 
articles,  motors,  rice,  and  corn  meal,  etc.  for  which  he  deslrees  to  secure  the 
agencies,  on  a  commission  basis.  References  are  given.  A  copy  of  the  list, 
together  with  further  information,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices. 

Paper  and  paper  hags,  etc..  No.  21929. — An  American  consular  officer  In  a  for- 
eign colonial  possession  reports  that  a  firm  In  bis  district  is  In  the  market 
for  print  and  wrapping  paper  and  paper  bags,  etc.  Prices  should  be  f.  o.  b. 
port  of  shipment,  or.  If  possible,  c.  I.  f.  destination. 

Commission  agent.  No.  21930. — A  commission  agent  In  Brazil  writes  the  Bureau 
that  he  desires  to  represent  a  general  export  commission  house  in  the 
United  States.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English..  References  given. 
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BOHEHIAK  CEOF  CONDITION. 

[ConKul  Wallace  J.  Toong,  Carlsbad,  Bohemia,  Austria,  June  27.] 

Present  indications  are  that  there  will  be  an  exceptionally  good 
crop  of  oats  and  barley  this  year  in  Bohemia.  A  fair  crop  of  wheat 
and  rye,  about  15  per  cent  larger  than  last  year,  is  forecasted.  Much 
depends  on  the  weather  from  now  on.  While  the  overabundant 
rains  have  not  adversely  affected  the  grain  crops,  they  have  seriously 
damaged  hay  and  other  forage  crops. 


FINAL  FORECAST  OF  INDIA'S  OILSEED  CBOF. 

The  final  official  forecast  of  India's  winter  oilseed  crop  (season 
of  1915-16)  is  based  on  reports  that  cover  99.2  per  cent  oi  the  total 
area  under  rape  and  mustard  and  98.9  per  cent  of  that  under  lin- 
seed in  British  India.  Of  the  Native  States,  estimates  are  furnished 
only  for  His  Highness  the  Nizam's  Territory  and  the  States  in  the 
Bombay  Presidency  (including  Baroda). 

The  total  area  under  rape  and  mustard  is  now  reported  to  be 
6,347,000  acres,  which  is  2  per  cent  below  the  revised  final  estimate 
for  the  1914-15  season.  The  total  yield  is  estimated  at  1,081,000  tons, 
as  compared  with  1,219,000  tons,  the  revised  final  figure  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  or  a  decrease  of  11  per  cent. 

The  total  area  under  linseed  amounts  to  3,317,000  acres,  which  is  0.2 
per  cent  below  the  revised  figures  for  1914-15".  The  total  estimated 
yield  is  474,000  tons,  an  increase  of  77,000  tons,  or  19.4  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  the  areas  for  which  particulars  are  given,  the  crops 
are  grown  in  certain  other  tracts  in  British  India,  and  the  average 
areas  so  grown  for  the  last  five  years  have  been  some  50,000  acres  of 
rape  and  mustard  and  some  36,000  acres  of  linseed.  An  addition  of 
approximately  0.8  per  cent  (9,000  tons)  should  be  made  to  the  esti- 
mated total  jaeld  of  rape  and  mustard  and  of  1  per  cent  (4,000  tons) 
to  that  of  linseed,  on  this  account. 

«!«'— 16  321 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


822  COMMERCE  EEPOBTS. 

SOUTH  AMEEICAH  FREIGHT  CHA£0£S  FAVOR  EtTBOPS. 

[Tonsul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  June  6.1 

The  Buenos  Aires  consulate  graieral  has  repeatedly  pointed  out  the 
great  disadvantages  under  which  American  commerce  in  this  and 
other  markets  labor  on  account  of  the  lack  of  American  vessels  in 
which  to  carry  American  products,  or  to  carry  articles  cither  way 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Argentine  Republic.  An  illus- 
tration of  these  disadvantages  is  seen  in  an  item  published  by  the 
Times  of  Argentina.    It  stated : 

It  Is  satisfactory  to  note  that  a  wry  important  contract  has  recently  been 
closed  with  British  manufncturcrs.  Mr.  F.  de  C.  M.  Heriot,  representative  of 
the  Stavcly  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  has  obtained  an  order  for  26,000  tons  of  iron 
piping  for  the  National  Sanitary  Works  Department,  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  ?3,000,000. 

Contract  Oae  of  Oreat  Impertaaoe. 

This  is  possibly  the  most  important  contract  signed  since  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  it  proves  that  British  factories,  despite  the  war,  can  sUU  compete  oa 
favorable  terms  with  neutral  concerns.  There  were  seven  tenders  for  this 
order,  one  being  from  n  combination  of  five  or  six  of  the  most  Important  fac- 
tories of  the  United  States.  We  congratulate  Mr.  Heriot  and  the  Stavely 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.  on  the  success  of  their  efforts.  It  is  probable  that  the  lower 
freights  from  Europe,  as  compared  with  tliose  now  ruling  from  the  States, 
permitted  ilie  British  offer  to  bie  lower  than  those  of  other  competitors. 

The  lower  freights  from  Europe,  as  compared  with  those  now 
ruling  from  the  United  States,  were  responsible  for  the  lower  British 
offer.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  vqyage  from  New 
York  to  Buenos  Aires  is  materially  shorter  in  nautical  miles  than 
that  from  thp  most  southwesterly  port  in  the  British  Isles. 


UABEET  FOB  AMEBICAH  CHOCOLATE*  IN  HAITI. 

[Special  Axent  Oarrard  Harris.] 

In  1913  a  firm  in  Port  au  Prince  was  importing  a  line  of  American 
cocoa,  which  was  sold  in  5-pound  tins  at  $3  per  tm.  Quite  a  business 
was  being  worked  up,  too,  in  S-cent  bars  of  milk  chocolate,  almond 
chocolate,  and  the  like.  The  firm  went  out  of  business  in  the  early 
part  of  1915,  since  which  time  no  one  has  been  hnhdling  the  Ameri- 
can product. 

A  Dutch  make  of  cocoa  and  chocolate  is  being  pushed  vigorously 
and  has  an  extensive  sale.  This  Dutch  cocoa  retails  at  $1  gold  per 
pound  and  $1.80  for  a  2-pound  tin  and,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
has  no  competition  whatever. 

The  ideal  sizes  for  the  Haitian  market  would  be  1,  2,  and  5  pound 
tins  of  cocoa.  There  is  no  demand  for  the  1-pound  cakes  of  bitter  or 
cooking  chocolate;  the  people  employ  the  native  product,  which, 
thougii  badly  prepared  and  containing  an  excess  of  fat,  is  cheap  and 
they  are  accustomed  to  it.  The  various  forms  of  milk  chocolates  for 
eating  purposes  are  popular,  especially  when  put  in  small  packages 
to  sell  at  not  more  than  5  or  Q  cents. 


A  list  of  sugar  factories  in  Java  at  tl>e  close  of  191o  has  been 
forwarded  from  Batnvia  by  Consul  B.  8.  Rnirden.  and  nmy  be  ia- 
.s))ected  at  the  Biirean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce  or  its 
district  ollices.    Kcfer  to  file  Xo.  78552. 
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FBODVCnON  OF  BICE  IN  ABJSfESTISA. 

(CossQl   William   Dawson,   jr.,   Rosarlo,   June   2 ;    gapplementlng   article   in   CouuKBca 
Keposts  for  Aug.  5,  1915.] 

The  Argentine  Ministiy  of  Agriculture  is  continuing  its  efforts 
to  foster  the  domestic  nee  industry.  The  principal  varieties  of 
Chinese,  Japanese,  Italian,  and  Spanish  rice  have  been  experimented 
with,  and  black  vialonne,  kinskiii,  and  Valencian  have  given  satisfac- 
tory results.  The  production  of  tiixese  varieties  has  been  actively 
encouraged  in  the  Province  of  Tucuman,  Salta,  and  Jujuy,  and  on 
a  smaller  scale  in  San  Juan,  Mendoza,  La  Bioja,  Catamarca,  Cor- 
rientes,  the  Chaco,  and  Misiones. 

The  reports  received  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  indicate  an 
excellent  yield  for  1916.  The  area  devoted  to  rice  in  the  three  Prov- 
inces of  Tucuman,  Salta,  and  Jujuy  is  stated  to  be  five  times  that 
under  the  cereal  in  the  same  region  in  1915.  According  to  La  Nacion, 
Bnenos  Aires,  the  output  of  rice  in  the  Province  of  Tucuman  was 
4,190,000  pounds  in  1913,  7,120,000  pounds  in  1914,  and  15,430,000 
pounds  in  1915. 

Eeports  from  Corrientes  indicate  that  rice  can  be  successfully 
grown  in  that  Province,  although  this  year's  crop  was  damaged  by 
droiight. 
XilUn?  the  Native  Product. 

In  order  to  insure  rice  growers  the  maximum  return  for  their 
product,  measures  have  been  taken  to  provide  for  its  milling.  The 
Government  of  the  Province  of  Tucuman  has  contracted  with  a  con- 
cern operating  rice  mills  in  that  Province  to  shell,  whiten,  polish, 
and  classify  Tucuman  rice  under  conditions  considered  very  favor- 
able to  the  grower. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  reached  an  agreement  with  the 

f)roprietor  of  a  rice  mill  at  General  Giiemes,  Salta,  by  which  the 
atter  will  prepare  for  the  market  the  output  of  the  Provinces  of 
Salta  and  Jujuy.  The  agreement  provides  for  a  commission  com- 
posed of  the  manager  of  the  Salta  branch  of  the  Banco  de  la  Naci6n, 
the  agricultural  expert  representing  the  Ministry  in  that  region, 
and  the  proprietor  of  the  mill.  This  commission  will  receive  and 
classify  the  raw  product  and  market  the  milled  rice.  The  grower 
will  receive  the  market  price,  less  the  cost  of  milling.  The  Banco  de 
la  Nacion  will  afford  financial  assistance  to  the  mill  owners  and  rice 
growers.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  organize  cooperative  societies 
among  the  latter. 

CANADIAN  LIVE-STOCK  STATISTICS. 

[Consul  General  John  O.  Foster,  Ottavrn,  July  19.1 

According  to  figures  issued  by  the  Census  and  Statistics  Office 
there  were  m  Canada  on  June  30,  1916,  2,990,635  horses,  2,608,645 
milch  cows,  3,826,619  other  cattle,  1,965,101  slieep,  and  2,814,065 
swine.  As  compared  with  1915  these  figures  represent  decreases  in 
the  number  of  horses  by  5,464,  of  milch  cows  by  63,501,  of  sheep  by 
T3,561,  of  swine  by  297,228,  but  an  increase  of  "other  cattle"  by 
427,364. 

The  decreases  apply  principally  to  eastern  Canada,  while  in  the 
west  all  descriptions  or  animals  show  increases  over  last  year,  ex- 
cept swine  in  all  three  Provinces  and  "  other  cattle "  in  Manitoba. 
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SVGAK  SITUATIOir  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

[Vice  Consul  Tbomas  H.  BeTan,  Berne,  Jane  26.] 

There  is  much  concern  m  Switzerland  over  the  sugar  situation. 
Before  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  country  s  needs  wer» 
supplied  abiiost  entirely  by  the  Grerman  and  Austrian  beet  soffu 
renneries,  but  the^e  sources  have  been  suddenly  closed  to  the  Swios. 
The  Germans  and  Austrians  have  demanded  certain  coounoditiea  in 
compensation  for  their  sugar.  Switzerland  was  therefore  forced  to 
import  sugar  froin  North  and  SouUi  America  at  more  than  double 
the  cost  of  German  and  Austrian  sugar. 

An  embargo  was  placed  on  sugar  by  Argentina,  which  has  further 
restricted  tlie  Swiss  supply. 

Switzerland  began  to  buy  in  trans-Atlantic  markets  first  in  Oc- 
tober, 1915,  when  orders  for  8,000  tons  of  sugar,  valued  at  $225,000, 
were  placed  in  the  United  States.  Since  January,  1916,  large  quan- 
tities, valued  at  more  than  $2,100,000,  have  been  purchased  in  the 
same  market. 

Imports  of  Sagar. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  into  Switzerland  for  1913 
and  1914  of  raw  and  crystalized,  loaf,  and  cut  and  pulverized  sugar 
and  the  countries  whence  imported : 


Kind  ol  sucur  and  ooon- 
tryiH  origin. 


BAW  AMD  CSTSTAUZID. 

Oermanv. 

Austrla-Hungaiy 

Fnmca 

Italy 

Balgiom 

Gnat  Britain 

Russia 

A(rlB8 

other  countries 

Total 


1913 


Psuadt. 

42,211,620 

129,002,500 

S,872,«fiO 

035,900 

880, 2M 

77,000 

1,398,700 

1012,740 

94,880 


180,396,300 


1»14 


Pound*. 

69,473,260 

158,860,520 

1,821,380 

1,701,480 

278,080 


126,280 


217,281,000 


Kind  ol  sogar  and  eoon- 
try  oT  origin. 


LOAF. 

Oermany 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

Italy 

Totol 

CUT  AND  PULVBUnD. 

Germany. 

Aostrla-HuBgary 

France 

Italy 

Total 


1913 


Pound*. 
10,696,400 
22,i»,10D 
9,968,200 
21,780 


43,468,480 


19,975.780 

13,032,980 

2,878,920 

2,429 


35,889,700 


1914 


Potiaii. 

8,980,400 
29,169,400 

4, 728,  MO 
9,240 


42,683,3a 


19,784,191 

14,455,7(0 

I,637,2« 

4,409 


35.881,M 


The  statistics  for  the  year  1915  have  not  yet  been  published,  but  the 
total  imports  for  the  year  have  been  placed  at  267,726,487  pounds,  as 
compared  with  296,025,840  pounds  for  1914.     . 

Sngar  Prodnetioii — Exports. 

Switzerland's  production  of  sugar  is  small.  The  entire  country 
does  not  produce  over  51,744,000  pounds  of  sugar  beets  per  year, 
which  yield  on  an  average  about  5,044,160  pounds  of  sugar. 

The  Zuckerfabrik  &  Kaffinerie  Aarberg,  A.  G.,  is  the  only  sujgar 
refinery  in  Switzerland.  Its  total  output  before  the  war  was  abo[it 
5,000  tons  per  year,  but  at  present  its  production  has  been  reduced  to 
about  one-half,  owing  to  the  embargo  placed  by  Germany  and  Austria 
on  the  exportation  of  the  sugar  beet.  During  1913  there  was  no  sugar 
exported  from  Switzerland,  and  during  1914  but  2,568,359  pounds. 
This  went  to  France,  with  the  exception  of  8,377  pounds  to  Germaiiy. 
It  is  safe  to  say  there  have  been  no  exports  during  1915  and  1916. 
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eoTemment  Control  of  Sngrar  Supplies. 

By  a  law  passed  on  February  8,  1916,  all  stocks  of  sugar  in  the 
country  were  sequestrated  by  the  Government,  and  an  inventory  of  the 
supply  was  taken  and  the  right  of  importation  reserved  solely  to  the 
Government. 

The  maximum  price  for  all  the  diflferent  grades  has  been  fixed  by 
the  Government  on  three  different  occasions,  the  last  being  on  May 
10,  1916.  Up  to  this  date  the  manufacturing  establishments  were 
paying  the  current  wholesale  price  for  their  siigar,  but  the  act  of 
May  10  contained  a  provision  to  the  effect  that  the  prices  there  laid 
down  applied  only  to  that  sold  to  the  retail  trade,  and  that  sugar 
sold  to  lactories  in  wholesale  lots  should  be  sold  for  prices  fixed 
by  the  military  authorities.  This  price  was  fixed  at  90  centimes  per 
kilo  (7-fxi  cents  per  pound).  The  same  grade  of  sugar  before  the 
war  cost  iS-^  centimes  per  kilo  (4 J  cents  per  pound),  an  increase 
of  87  per  cent.  The  factories  are  therefore  forced  to  pay  almost  as 
high  as  the  retail  price  for  sugar,  the  retail  price  being  95  centimes 
per  kilo  (8J  cents  per  pound). 

To-day  Switzerland  is  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  the  United 
States  for  its  sugar  supply,  which  is  being  shipped  here  through 
the  designated  ports  of  Cette  and  Marseille,  in  southern  France. 
However,  if  the  war  should  continue  much  longer  there  is  doubt 
as  to  whether  Switzerland  would  be  able  to  secure  an  adequate 
supply  of  sugar  to  keep  the  big  manufacturing  plants  in  operation. 

Shipping  difficulties,  perhaps,  form  the  most  serious  drawback  to 
the  continuation  of  the  trade.  The  Swiss  are  not  only  having  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  shipping  space  in  New  York,  but  are  also 
experiencing  the  same  troubles  in  securing  the  necessary  rolling  stock 
in  France  and  Italy. 

SPAIN  EEBUGES  SHIFFIKO  COST  ON  AHEBICAN  GOODS. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Batlej  Hurst,  Barcelona,  June  17.] 

The  commission  known  as  the  Junta  de  Transportes  Maritimos 
was  empowered  to  utilize  Spanish  vessels  of  a  total  capacity  of 
100,000  tons  for  the  transport  of  necessaries,  especially  wheat  and 
coal,  for  consumption  in  Spain.  It  fixes,  at  the  end  of  each  month, 
the  freight  rates  that  shall  obtain  during  the  following  month  for 
the  importation  of  merchandise.  This  commission  reports  that,  from 
the  date  of  its  creation  on  March  3,  1916,  until  now,  it  has  utilized 
space  for  138,000  tons  of  commodities  urgently  needed  in  this  country, 
of  which  53,760  tons  have  already  arrived,  47,700  tons  are  now  in 
transit,  and  36,540  tons  are  awaiting  shipment.  There  were  18 
veffiels  that  transported  wheat  and  10  coal.  The  freight  on  the  wheat 
has  been  reduced,  so  that  the  grain  could  be  sold  in  Spain  at  36 
pesetas  ($6.48)  per  220.4  pounds,  a  reduction  of  50  and  60  per  cent 
irom  the  current  price.  The  reduction  on  freight  rates  for  coal  has 
been  uniformly  40  per  cent  of  that  quoted  for  vessels  not  chartered 
by  the  commission.  Nearly  all  of  tne  shipments  of  wheat  and  coal 
are  from  the  United  States. 

[A  statement  of  the  formation  of  the  boani  to  regulate  mnrltime  trnnsportao 
tion  in  Spain,  and  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it,  was  published  in  Cou- 
MERCE  Rkpobts  for  Apr.  28,  1910.] 
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COAL  BECEIPTS  AT  TWO  SPANISH  TBADE  CEITTEBS. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Ilursf,  Barcelona,  June  2.] 

Coal  brought  by  sea  to  the  port  of  Barcelona  amounted  to  237,608 
metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds  each  during  the  first  four  months  of 
1916.  There  were  113,400  tons  of  domestic  and  124,208  of  foreign 
origin.  The  imports  during  April  showed  a  falling  offj  compared 
with  March,  of  14,400  tons,  an  amount  of  considerable  importance 
in  view  of  the  threatened  coal  famine  here. 

Imports  of  foreign  coal  during  1914  averaged  72,326  tons  monthlv, 
and  tne  monthly  imports  of  foreign  coal  this  year  have  averaged  only 
31,052  tons.  Spanish  coal  arriving  here  by  sea  dui-ing  1914  averaged 
16,817  tons  a  month,  but  increased  in  1915  to  an  average  of  33,264 
tons.  The  monthly  average  of  domestic  coal  thus  far  in  1916  has 
been  28,350  tons,  a  decrease  compared  with  1915  of  nearly  5,000  tons 
a  month.  As  this  city  requires  300,000  tons  a  month,  the  scarcity  of 
coal  is  keenly  felt. 
Beeeipts  at  Bilbao  for  First  Four  Honths. 

The  receipts  of  coal  at  Bilbao,  which,  with  Barcelona,  is  among 
the  chief  ports  of  Spain,  amounted  during  the  first  four  months  of 
1916  to  321,852  tons.  Of  this  quantity  155,430  tons  were  Spanirfi 
and  166,422  tons  foreign  coal.  During  the  corresponding  periods  of 
1914  and  1915  there  were  322,639  and  270,700  tons,  respectively, 
received  at  Bilbao.  The  quantity  of  domestic  coal  decreased  and  that 
of  foreign  coal  increased,  compared  with  the  preceding  two  years,  but 
during  April,  1916,  nearly  20,000  tons  more  of  domestic  coal  was 
brought  in  than  during  the  preceding  month.  Supplies  of  domestic 
coal  have  gradually  increased  in  Bilbao  during  the  current  year, 
although  not  at  a  rate  to  replace  foreign  coal,  without  which  manu- 
facturing and  other  interests  in  that  important  center  would  be 
jeopardized. 

I  Previous  disfiisslons  of  tho  Spanish  coal  situation  appeared  in  Commebce 
Kepobth  for  Jan.  17  and  19  and  Feb.  23,  1916.] 


BRAZILIAN  SCHOOL  01*  TOmtlTALISM. 

[Consul  Qeneral  Alfred  L.  Morcan  Gottscbalk,  Rio  d«  Janeiro,  Jane  23.) 

There  is  considerable  talk  in  Kio  de  Janeiro  of  the  founding  of  a 
school  of  journalism  whose  purposes  are  generally  to  train  young 
men  for  newspaper  work  and  inculcate  in  them  the  higher  ideals 
of  that  profession.  The  American  consulate  general  has  been  ap- 
proached with  a  reauest  to  furnish,  if  possible,  some  statement  as  to 
the  studies  covered  oy  the  curricula  of  similar  schools  in  the  United 
States,  together  with  a  schedule  of  the  number  of  hours  of  woik 
exacted  in  the  various  major  and  minor  studies  before  a  degree  ami  be 
obtained.  The  consulate  general  will  be  glad  to  receive,  in  duplicate, 
and  to  transmit  to  the  interested  parties,  any  documents  bearing  on 
this  subject  that  may  be  available. 

Institutions  of  this  sort  in  the  United  States  which  may  desire  to 
exchange  publications  with  the  prospective  school  here  am  ft^Mct- 
fully  requested  to  communicate  direct  with  the  Associa^io  BtasilelMi 
de  Lnprensa,  Avenida  Rio  Branco  131,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 
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FERXT'S  TAX-COLLECTING  COMFANT. 

The  war  with  Chile  in  1879-1883  deprived  P^ru  of  part  of  its 
revenue-producing  guano  and  nitrate  beds,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  create  a  regular  system  of  taxation  of  various  other  articles  from 
which,  with  the  aid  of  customs  duties,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
Government.  Accordingly,  a  local  private  joint-stock  company 
called  the  Sociedad  Recaudadora  de  Impuestos  was  formed  in  1895 
with  a  capital  of  $973,300  its  purpose  being  to  assist  the  Government 
in  the  organization  and  collection  of  the  new  taxes. 

In  1900  this  company  was  succeeded  by  a  similar  private  joint- 
stock  concern,  called  the  Compania  Nacional  de  Recaudacion,  with 
a  capital  of  $1,460,000,  and  this  company  collected  the  greater  part 
of  the  national  income  under  Federal  contract  and  supervision  until 
December  31, 1911,  when  its  contract  with  the  Peruvian  Government 
expired.  In  March,  1912,  the  President  of  Peru  was  authorized  to 
negotiate  a  contract  with  a  new  company,  the  contract  of  the  old 
company  to  remain  in  force  imtil  its  fimctions  were  taken  over  by 
the  new  organization,  and  under  date  of  February  13, 1913,  a  decree 
was  issued  entrusting  the  Banco  del  Peru  y  Londres  with  the  form- 
ation of  a  corporation  to  take  over  the  collection  of  the  items  of 
fiscal  revenue  entrusted  to  the  old  company. 

Statutes  of  New  Company. 

The  capital  of  the  new  company  is  $7,300,000,  and  it  is  authorized 
to  collect  the  taxes  on  alcohol,  matches,  and  sugar;  to  sell  revenue 
stamps,  and  stamped  paper  for  official  use:  to  levy  the  income  tax; 
to  collect  the  opium,  tobacco,  and  denatured  alcohol  taxes,  etc.  Tlie 
company  receives  a  commission  of  1  per  cent  on  the  total  amoimt  col- 
lected after  deducting  running  expenses.  The  management  consists 
of  a  board  of  nine  directors,  six  appointed  by  the  shareholders  and 
three  by  the  Government.  In  sending  a  copy  of  the  company's 
statutes  (as  given  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  West  Coast  Leader), 
Consul  General  William  W.  Handley,  of  Callao-Lima,  remarks : 

Inasmuch  as  at  least  a  part  of  the  revenues  collected  by  this  company  will 
probably  form  the  principal  guaranty  for  the  payment  of  the  Interest  and 
amortization  of  the  loan  of  $15,000,000  which  the  Peruvian  Government  is 
at  present  endeavoring  to  negotiate  in  the  United  States,  I  Iwlleve  a  perusal 
of  this  translation  at  the  present  time  will  be  of  some  Interest  to  American 
banking  and  other  financial  Institutions  who  may  be  interested  In  the  above- 
mentioned  loan. 

[The  translation  of  the  statutes  referred  to  may  be  inspected  at 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Ask  for  file  No.  78585.] 

AMESICAN  TRADE-MABES  AlTD  FATEKTS  IN  FEBU. 

'  According  to  a  report  made  by  the  Ministerio  de  Fomento  to  the 
Peruvian  Congress  in  August,  1915,  the  number  of  trade-marks  reg- 
istered for  the  year  1914-15  was  286,  as  against  406  for  the  year 
1913-14.  Notwithstanding  this  decrease,  the  number  of  marks  ema- 
nating from  the  United  States  increased  not  less  than  50  per  cent. 
The  number  of  patents  granted  during  the  year  was  95,  a  record 
number,  as  against  51  for  the  preceding  year.  More  than  40  per 
cent  of  these  were  for  improvements  invented  in  the  United  States. 
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FOREIGN  BUYERS  AT  SHOE  AIS  LEATHEE  FAIB. 

(Commcroial  Agent  lo  cbarge  of  District  Office  of  Bureau  of  ForelgB  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Boston,  Mass.] 

Buyers  from  foreign  countries  were  largely  represented  at  the 
Eighth  National  8hoe  and  Leather  Market  Fair,  held  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  from  July  12  to  July  19,  inclusive.  Fully  100  were  present 
from  Canada,  Chile,  Netherlands,  Australia,  Argentina,  Brazil,  Pan- 
ama, and  Cuba.  Many  orders  were  placed  by  these  buyers,  one  hav- 
ing a  deal  pending  which  calls  for  27  stitching  machines  and  17  fin- 
ishing niachincs,  which  will  be  shipped  to  European  coimtries. 

The  Department  of  State  had  issued  special  instructions  to  its  vari- 
ous consular  otticcrs  in  foreign  countries  to  bring  the  market  fair  to 
the  attention  of  finiis  in  their  respective  districts. 

The  (Jovernment  was  represented  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  whose  exhibit  consisted  of  samples  of  shoes  col- 
lected in  Argentina  (made  in  Buenos  Aires),  a  number  of  pieces  of 
leather  of  different  kinds,  and  charts  showing  imports  of  hides  and 
skins  and  exports  of  leather  and  leather  boots  and  shoes. 

The  management  of  the  market  fair  considers  it  to  have  been  the 
most  successful  event  of  its  kind  ever  held  in  this  coimtry.  The 
attendance  was  between  50,000  and  60,000  for  the  week.  About 
three-quarters  of  the  number  attending  were  business  men. 

Not  only  manufacturers  of  shoes  but  also  manufacturers  of  lasts, 
shoe  machmery,  tanning  extracts,  imitation  leather,  hides  and  leather, 
shoe  findings,  etc.,  sent  exhibits. 

Approximately  $2,000,000  worth  of  business  was  booked  by  the 
firms  represented,  one  in  particular  disposing  of  every  piece  of  ma- 
chinery at  its  booth. 

TRADE  FRODUCTS  OF  THE  BRITISH  EMFIRE. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  the  recent  reviews  of  British  trade 
is  that  contained  in  a  Special  Supplement  to  the  July  issue  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  Journal,  wherein  the  United  Eong- 
dom's  imports  of  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials  are  discussed  not 
onl^  as  regards  quantities  and  sources,  but  also  as  to  the  extent  to 
winch  these  same  products  are  being  or  could  be  supplied  by  the 
British  over-sea  dominions.    To  quote  the  Supplements  own  words: 

The  aim  and  scope  of  this  Supplement  are  to  present,  in  a  concige  form  for 
rc-idy  and  frequent  reference,  a  statistical  review  of  the  import  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom  tu  food  products  and  raw  materials  tot  industries,  special 
attention  being  given  to  the  trade  sources  of  these  Imports  within  the  British 
Empire.  All  the  foodstuffs  and  raw  products  used  In  manufactures  in  the 
linitcd  Kingdom  which  ore  produced  within  the  Empire  are  reviewed,  either 
in  groups  or  separately,  and  the  latest  available  statistics  of  the  quantities 
(ind  value  of  the  imports  of  these  goods  to  tiie  United  Kingdom  from  «ach 
Ix>ssession  are  shown  in  comparison  with  those  from  foreign  countries. 

The  extent  and  importance  of  the  production  in  each  part  of  the  Empire  arc 
indicated  and  the  condition  of  development  in  such  production  is  mentioned. 
In  this  way  many  (^iportUDities  for  expansion  and  Investmeot  of  capital  in 
Itromising  agricultural,  planting,  aad  mining  niterprisee  or«  iwvMled,  vl)i)e 
attention  is  also  drawn  to  new  sources  of  supply  wltliln  the  Empire  of  prodwb 
in  which  British  Importers,  merchants,  and  manufacturers  are  Interested  and 
(o  directions  in  which  extension  of  business  may  be  posslMe. 
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THE  OBBXAV  SAIIB-LIME  BBICK  INSUSTBT. 

[Consal  QeacnU  Julius  O.  Lay,  Berlin,  July  1.] 

Sand-lime  bricks  are  manufactured  in  65  cities,  scattered  over  the 
major  portion  of  the  German  Empire.  The  most  important  pro- 
docing  sections  besides  the  Mark  of  Brandenburg  (in  wliich  Berlin 
is  located)  are  Mecklenburg,  Pomerania,  East  Prussia,  Anhalt,  and 
Scbleswig-Holftein.  No  recent  official  statistics  are  available  show- 
ing the  total  amount  of  sand-lime  bricks  produced  annually  in  Ger- 
many. In  Berlin  alone  there  are  six  important  factories  manufac- 
turing these  bricks.  One  of  these  factories  has  an  annual  production 
of  approximatel}^  100,000,000  brick.  The  local  industry  has  been 
cripplied  by  the  increased  use  of  concrete  and  cement  products  in 
building  construction.  The  Berlin  sand-lime  brick  manufacturers 
have  generally  entered  into  a  convention  with  their  competitors,  by 
which  prices  have  been  regulated.  In  19X3,  however,  and  at  various 
other  times,  dissatisfaction  has  been  noticed  and  attempts  to  with- 
draw from  the  convention  have  been  recorded. 
Tbcir  TTse  on  Qoverament  Buildings — Effect  of  War. 

Orders  for  municipal  and  governmental  buildings  are  carefully 
placed  between  the  sand-lime  brick  manufacturers  and  their  cora- 
petitm-s.  In  the  building  of  military  barracks  these  bricks  are  espe- 
cially in  demand.  Quite  recently  large  orders  were  placed  in  the 
cxmstruction  of  certain  barracks  in  Berlin,  Spandau,  and  Doeberitz. 
Besides  using  the  sand-lime  products  for  interior  wall  purposes 
tliey  are  often  used  in  municipal  buildings  for  the  face  or  outside 
brick.  So  many  improved  exterior  bricks  are  now  placed  upon  the 
market  that  iha  orduary  sand-lime  product  is  losing  ground  in  this 
respect.  Bough-cast  masonry  is  generally  done  with  sand-lime  brick. 
Some  brick  in  cloister-shapes  are  manufactured  in  Berlin. 

The  sand-lime  brick  companies  have  been  hard  pressed  by  the  war. 
Ifost  companies  clo^d  their  doors  in  August  ana  September,  1914, 
and  have  not  opened  thsm.  Sales  in  Berlin  during  the  war  have 
been  very  sxaaU.  Borne  orders  have  been  placed  by  the  usual  govern- 
mental undertakings,  but  these  have  progressed  so  slowly  that  the 
manufacturers  are  discontented.  In  1914,  oefore  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  the  price  generally  asked  for  "  Berlin "  sand-lime  brick  was 
about  18  marks  ($4.28)  per  tluHisand.  During  the  war  prices  have 
increased  about  <Mie-third,  and  now  24  marks  ($5.71)  to  25  marks 
($5.95)  per  thousand  are  obtained. 


COILECTINO  COHUERCIAL  HABBLES  OF  UNITED  STATES. 

A  o^leetioa  of  eommercial  marbles  which,  when  completed,  will 
embrace  samples  of  all  those  produced  in  the  United  States  and  sev- 
end  impQct&nt  types  from  foreign  countries,  is  being  made  by  the 
Uniied  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  During  the  month  of  Jime,  the 
boreau  prajpsred  i^>eciinens  for  expanai<m  tests  of  50  commercial 
naaM»B.  Freezing  tests  were  made  on  14  of  these.  During  the  prog- 
nsB  of  tills  work,  61  samples  of  polished  marble,  8  by  12  inches,  have 
kam  teaayed  from  various  quarries  in  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
States,  and  i^lans  have  been  worked  out  for  displaying  these  to  per- 
Wt  ptrntms  interested  to  study  and  compare  the  different  types. 
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BEITISH  PLAN  TO  CONTKOL  PALM-KEKNEL  nTOITSTET. 

[(.'onsiil  Clinrlcs  M.  Ilntbaway,  Jr.,  Unll.  England,  June  22.) 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Edible  and  Oil-Producing  Nuts 
and  Seeds,  appointed  by  the  British  Government  in  the  summer  of 
1915,  has  just  become  available.  It  is  practically  a  treatise  on  the 
palm-kernel  industry.  Peanuts,  copra,  shea  nuts,  and  palm  oil  are 
considered  only  with  respect  to  their  effect  on  the  palm-kemel  in- 
dustry. After  showing  statistically  the  magnitude  of  the  trade  and 
the  industries  relating  to  it,  outlining  the  state  of  the  industry  at 
the  outbreak  of  war,  and  stating  probable  demands  for  palm-loemel 
oil  after  the  war  and  its  probaole  competitors,  it  describes  the  de- 
velopment of  the  trade  in  England  since  the  war  and  outlines  the 
conclusions  the  committee  has  reached  as  to  what  measures  are 
necessary  to  retain  and  develop  the  trade  in  the  United  Kingdom 
in  the  face  of  German  competition  after  the  war. 

Supplies  of  Palm  Kernels  and  Methods  of  Vsing  Them. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  export  trade  in  palm  kernels  in  1913 
amounted  to  over  $25,000,000,  and  that  three-quarters  of  the  kernels 
went  to  Germany,  thougli  four-fifths  of  them  were  grown  in  British 
and  nearly  all  the  rest  in  French  colonies.  In  1913,  234,208  tons  of 
palm  kernels,  valued  at  $20,434,434,  were  exported  from  British 
■West  Africa,  and  5,174  tons,  valued  at  $3,289,754,  from  French 
West  Africa  in  1912.  Palm-kemel  oil  is  generally  used  for  making 
soap,  compound  lard,  or  margarin,  and  the  cake  and  meal  resulting 
from  the  manufacturing  process  go  for  animal  feed.  The  kerneS 
may  be  crushed  in  powerful  presses  or  the  oil  may  be  extracted  from 
them  by  a  chemical  solvent,  such  as  benzine  or  trichlorethylene.  The 
extraction  process  is  estimated  to  cost  from  $1.22  to  $2.43  a  ton 
more  than  the  crushing.  On  the  other  hand,  the  crushing  usually 
leaves  as  much  as  6  per  cent  of  oil  in  the  cake,  while  extraction  often 
leaves  not  more  than  1  per  cent.  However,  the  cake  resulting  from 
crushing  commands  a  higher  price  than  the  meal  that  results  from 
extraction.  There  is  also  the  risk  in  extraction  that  a  trace  of  the 
flavor  of  the  solvent  may  prevent  the  product  from  being  edible. 
The  committee  expresses  no  opinion  as  to  which  process  is  more 
satisfactory  commercially.  In  Hull  both  processes  have  been  carried 
on  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  inquiry  from  both  crushers  and  ex- 
tractors fails  to  disclose  any  settled  opinion  that  one  process  is 
preferable  to  the  other.  Indeed,  one  firm  that  is  now  crushing  is 
installing  a  plant  for  extraction  and  apparently  intends  to  carry  on 
both  processes. 

Considerable  space  is  given  in  the  report  to  discussion  of  palm- 
kernel  cake  and  meal  as  cattle  feeds.  Their  tendency  to  increase  the 
percentage  of  butter  fat  in  milk  and  to  impart  a  firmer  texture  to 
butter  is  especially  noted.  In  an  appendix  is  given  an  extended 
summary  of  the  results  of  feeding  experiments  with  palm-kemel 
cake,  coconut  cake,  and  peanut  cake,  drawn  up  by  an  expert  in  ani- 
mal nutrition.  Palm-kernel  oil  as  a  staple  hard  fat  competes  with 
coconut  oil,  with  palm  oil,  with  hydrogenated  soft  fats,  and  with 
the  fat  of  animals.  The  most  serious  competitors,  except  for  the  pos- 
sible introduction  of  new  oil  nuts,  are,  in  the  committee's  opimon, 
the  artificially  hardened  oils,  but  the  probable  future  demands  for 
fats  seem  great  enough  to  take  all  that  may  be  had. 
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Xaropcaa  Itade  im  Palm  KenelB — Traits9«rtati«n,  Tort  C)iarg«s,  Et«. 

The  report  states  that  before  the  war  the  total  European  imports 
of  pahn  kernels  were  about  300,000  tons,  of  palm  oil  some  ^00,000 
tons,  and  of  gnoundnuts  (peanuts)  670,000  tons.  Of  palm  kernels, 
three-quarters  were  crushed  in  Germany  and  only  a  smell  proportion 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  Of  palm  oil,  the  United  Kingdom  took 
three-quarters,  and  the  remainder  was  divided  between  France  and 
Germany  in  almo^  ^ual  proportions.  Of  groundnuts,  Franco  took 
three-quarters,  and  Germany  and  the  Nemerlands  nearly  nil  the 
remainder,  Germany  taking  nearly  100,000  tons  and  the  Netherlands 
two-thinls  of  that  amount.  Thd  European  imports  of  copra 
amounted  to  rather  under  600,000  tons,  and  were  more  evenly  dis- 
tributed, Germany  coming  first  with  a  third  of  the  whole  and  tVance 
next  with  one-fiftn.  Hamburg  wa«  the  only  great  market  for  kernels 
before  the  war,  and  great  quantities  were  regularly  consigned  there 
for  forwai-ding  to  other  ports  as  well  as  for  use  in  the  near-by  nulls 
of  Harburg.  By  reason  of  its  huge  trade  Hamburg  shipments  wero 
generally  made  in  bulk,  while  shipments  elsewhere  were  in  bags  at 
an  added  expense  of  $0.73  to  $1.22  per  ton. 

The  report  considers  at  some  length  various  problems  of  ocean  and 
inland  transportation,  port  chafes,  and  port-delivery  costs,  in  which 
last  item  Bristol,  Hull,  and  Ceith  have  the  advantage  of  other 
British  ports,  with  total  cost  per  ton  from  ship  to  mill  (on  a  prewar 
basis)  of  $0.47,  $0.49,  and  $a51,  respectively  (port  charges  included). 
It  also  discusses  tlie  possibility  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  palm 
•  fruit  by  selective  cultivation  and  the  possibility  of  producing  edible 
palm  oil  by  better  handling  of  the  fruit,  both  of  which  the  committee 
considers  "practicable.  British  developments  since  the  war  are 
summed  up  as  follows: 
Biltiih  Trade  in  falm  Kernels  Since  the  War  Started. 

The  Initiation  of  this  movement  was  undertaken  in  the  first  place  by  the 
West  African  sections  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  London,  Liverpool,  and 
Jianchester,  whose  members  naturally  reallzetl  at  once  the  serious  results  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  closing  of  the  principal  market  for  the  produce  of  the 
West  African  colonies.  The  problem  before  them  was  to  find  a  fresh  outlet  for  ' 
the  crops  of  palm  kernels  and  other  nuts  and  .see<ls  already  awaiting  shipment, 
and  a  new  market  for  the  produce  which  would  be  coming  forward  during  tlio 
war  period.  Efforts  were  directed  to  create  widespread  Interest  in  the  whole 
mbject  througliout  the  country,  and,  in  particular,  representations  wens  made 
to  the  millers  and  crushers,  the  margarin  manufacturers,  and  agriculturists. 

As  a  result  several  of  the  largest  crushing  concerns— more  especially  those  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Hull — took  the  matter  up  from  a  practical  standpoint,  and 
commenced  to  Import  palm  kernels  and  to  crush  them  for  the  first  time  in  tlielr 
mills,  adapting  their  existing  machinery  for  the  purpose.  This  adaptation  did 
not  give  the  best  results  In  practice,  and  a  new  plant  has  been  ordered  to  deal 
with  palm  kernels  by  the  most  up-to-date  methods.  Very  considerable  qunntl- 
tl«B,  however,  have  been  and  are  still  being  dealt  with  by  existing  machinery. 

To  meet  the  new  demand  for  the  delivery  of  palm  kernels  to  Hull,  the  ship- 
ping Interests  concerned  arranged  to  deliver  kernels  at  Hull  at  the  same  oceah 
rate  of  freight  as  to  Liverpool  by  themselves  defraying  the  cost  of  on-earriago 
from  Liverpool  to  Hull  so  as  to  encourage  the  commencement  of  the  new  in- 
Oostry.  Since  the  beginning  of  1016  they  afforded  direct  facilities  trota  West 
Africa  to  Hull.  During  the  year  15  steamers  arrived  at  Hull  direct  from  the 
West  African  coast,  and  these  vessels  dl.scharged  at  that  port  42,549  tons  of 
Mlm  kernels,  Value<l  at  £681,406  ($3,316,072).  In  addition,  three  steamers 
brought  kernels  to  tx»hdon  In  1015,  the  quantity  discharged  being  8,T20  tons, 
tataed  at  £148,M0  ($711,701). 

These  figures  Indicate  the  extent  to  which  palm  kernels  are  now  being 
bandied  in  Hull  and  the  surrounding  district,  although  prior  to  the  war  no 
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palm  kernels  were  delivered  to  this  port  and  none  had  been  crushed  In  that 
neighborhood. 

As  regards  Liverpool,  178,060  tons  were  discharged  In  1915,  compared  with 
73,187  tons  In  1914,  and  36,012  tons  In  1913.  The  figures  for  the  total  Imports  of 
palm  kernels  into  the  United  Kingdom  were  as  follows:  1913,  36,012  tons; 
1914,  74,797  tons ;  1915,  233,249  tons.  At  the  same  time  considerable  quantities 
of  kernels  delivered  at  British  ports  during  the  war  have  either  been  stored  on 
account  of  companies  operating  in  neutral  countries  or  have  been  reshlpped  to 
neutral  ports. 

Since  the  war  palm-kernel  oil,  Instead  of  going  to  soap  makers,  as  the  British- 
crushed  product  formerly  did,  has  been  in  keen  demand  by  the  margarin  manu- 
facturers, to  replace  the  oil  they  formerly  imported  from  the  Continent  More- 
over, owing  to  the  high  price  of  butter,  and  perhaps  also  to  Its  improved  quality 
and  more  attractive  character,  the  popularity  of  margarin  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  the  public  demand  Is  growing.  This  is  encouraging  the  erection  of  new  fac- 
tories which  will  absorb  an  increasing  quantity  of  edible  oil. 

Through  an  organized  effort  of  the  Government  agricultural  au- 
thorities and  the  Imperial  Institute,  favored  by  the  increased  cost  of 
the  cattle  foods  commonly  used  by  the  farmers,  palm-kernel  cake  and 
meal  have  been  widely  introduced  to  farmers  and  the  whole  of  the 
product  has  been  readily  disposed  of. 

Export  Duty  on-  Palm  Kernels  Eecommended  for  West  Africa. 

The  committee  concludes  that  after  the  war  the  bulk  of  the  trade 
Avill  revert  to  Germany  in  the  absence  of  specific  measures  to  the  con- 
trary, and  recommends  that  for  the  period  of  the  war  and  for  five 
years  thereafter  an  export  duty  of  $9.73  per  ton  be  placed  upon  all 
kernels  exported  from  West  Africa,  except  those  dealt  with  in  s(Hne 
part  of  the  British  Empire.  The  committee  also  recommends  further 
experiments  in  the  feeding  value  of  the  palm-kernel  calie  and  meal, 
and  experimentation  in  the  West  African  colonies  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  better  types  of  palm  tree.  It  sees  the  principal  market  for 
palm-kernel  oil  in  margarin  manufacture  and  suggests  that  the  addi- 
tion of  the  Avords  "  British-made  "  on  the  margarin  wrapper  nught 
help  to  popularize  the  British  article.  The  British  Government  has 
recommended  to  the  colonial  authorities  the  imposition  of  the  export 
duty  suggested  by  the  committee,  and  presumably  it  will  shortly  be  in 
effect. 

[A  copy  of  the  committee's  report  (47  pages)  and  a  copy  of  the  committee's 
minutes  (233  pages),  forwarded  by  the  consul,  may  be  examiuetl  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  oflices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
78104.]  

INCREASED  EXPORTS  FROM  OUATEHALA  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Consul  Lupton  reports  that  the  exports  from  Guatemala  to  the 
United  States,  as  declared  at  the  consulate  at  Guatemala  City  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1916,  show  a  marked  increase.  The  total  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1914  was  $766,819;  for  1915,  $1,131,662;  and 
for  1916,  $2,092,653.        

Petroleum  marketed  from  the  "salt-dome"  pools  of  southeastern 
Texas  and  southern  Louisiana,  which  constitute  the  Gulf  field, 
amounted  to  20,577,103  barrels  in  1915,  greater  by  7,459,575  barrels 
than  the  output  from  these  sources  in  1914.  Texas  gained  65  per  cent 
and  Louisiana  24  per  cent,  the  United  States  Geological  Survey 
reports. 
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AMEBICIH  CrareULAR  OYFICBRS  ON  LEAVE  OV  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  {^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
oommercial  arg&nizatioiui  relative  to  conditicois  in  their  respective 
jorisdietioQS.  The  congul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
u^rviews.  He  haa  limited  facilities  for  correepondeoce,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  comulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
Tcnue. 

Addrea. 

WetjGeoreBN 

Kob6,  Japan 

Aug.  16 
Aug.  10 
Sept.    5 
Aug.    S 
Sept.   1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.   1 

Department  ol  State,  WaaUngtoo.  B.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norlbli,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Albwiy,  Oreg. 
CarroUton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar  Fa 

Coeke,  A  S. „ 

Hal^F.D „. 

Fttar  rrr<lT> 

FaXn»,  Qreeoe 

Huddeofleld.  England 

ThBtrtt,  Cbkia 

I>Qrbao,Mftt4l,  South 

Breslau,  Germany 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Eiugston,  Jamaica .... 

Cbefoo,  China... 

IfastinoD,  WilUun  W 

SelUtr,  Harry  0 

B«lar,'E.  Carlton 

Apartment  No.  75,  The  Brunswick, 

Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

yonne,  N.  J.* 
D^iertment  of  State,Washington,D.C. 
Do 

¥"i»gliiv«, },  r.. 

I*irtU,JiilinF 

KMipcr,  Qrahani  H 

ErtnrtI  Qennany 

MUCuaralig,  Canada. 

aeeOr.Jama  H 

27  South  Havk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

SEAMEN  ON  AJfERICAN  SB3P8. 

United  States  Shipping  Commissioners  at  the  12  principal  seaports 
during  the  fiscal  year  eimed  June  30,  1916,  shipped,  reshipped,  and 
discharged  487,524  seamen  on  American  ships  (including  repeated 
voyages  of  the  same  men),  compared  with  410,576  seamen  during  the 
previous  fiscal  year.    The  following  table  shows  the  details : 


Port 

DIs- 
oharged. 

Shipped 
and  re- 
shipped. 

Tottl- 

1915 

1916 

Ballimore 

3,0(0 

10,700 

281 

17,675 

142,243 

2,048 

8, 708 

9(0 

450 

422 

20,068 

26,818 

6,278 

14,422 

911 

18,697 

143,765 

4,604 

10,474 

2,664 

3,519 

1.290 

19,770 

26!  409 

6,591 

19,842 

1,007 

27,687 

247,833 

3,689 

15,117 

3,253 

2,940 

2,069 

29,285 

53,263 

10,226 
25,122 

1,142 
36,372 
285,998 

7  152 

Paeton 

New  Orleans     

NnrYerk 

Ntffglk 

FUaddidiia 

19,182 
3,4»t 
3,969 
1,712 

39,838 

■^Vthimf  If f»    

'''^lfl»B»            

Rftkbml 

%nFFaittkoo 

Seattle 

63,317 

Total  

234,843 

252,681 

410,576 

487,524 

Bistriet  Offices  of  &e  Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domeitic  Commeree. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  TTaited  States  Custoailtouse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vsited  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  403  Third 
Hational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleaas,  IQM 
Ukemia  Baiik  Bniidlj^g;  San  Tranciaco,  397  United  States  CostraUionse;  Seattle, 
Ht  Mel^ry  Bnttding.  Cooperative  district  oQoes:  Cleveland,  Chamher  of  Com- 
fitree;  CiaeiiiBati,  Chamber  of  Cinmneree ;  Asst.  Oen'i  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  n.  O.  ft  T.  T. 
tff.  (!«.,  Cl»rtnmati;  !«•  Angelei,  CShamker  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  ef  C«ai- 
attMi  VhUadoliUt,  ehAvtber  of  Commeree;  South  American  Agent,  Sovtbern 
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BBAZniAN  BTJDOET  ESTIMATES  EOS  1917. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Willlnm  C.  Don-na,  Rto  dc  Janeiro,  June  9 ;  all  values  given  In  United 

States  gold.] 

The  budget  estimate  for  the  fiscal  year  1917,  presented  on  June  5, 
1916,  to  the  Brazilian  Congress  by  the  President  of  the  Bepublic, 
shows  total  expenses  of  $152,400,890,  total  revenues  of  $144,827,395, 
and  a  deficit  of  $7,573,495.  The  general  expenses  are  distributed 
among  the  different  Government  departments  as  follows : 


Ministry. 


Allotment. 


Ulnistry. 


Allotmtnt. 


Justice  and  Internal  Affairs 

Foreign  Relations 

Navy 

War 

Transportation  and  Public  Works . . . 


ill,l«6,965 

I,C7B,005 

9,3S0,0M 

15,912,289 

43.193,599 


Agriculture. 
Treasury 


Total. 


t3,7M,S17 
67,344,421 


152,400,890 


The  estimate  of  the  year's  revenue  is  made  up  of :  Ordinary,  $103,- 
690,090;  extraordinary,  $5,178,315;  special,  $9,817,920;  and  resources, 
$26,141,070. 
Increased  Consnmption  Taxes — Interest  Payments. 

In  his  budget  message  to  the  President  the  Minister  of  the  Treasury 
proposes  to  cover  the  deficit  of  some  $7,500,000  by  imposing  additional 
taxes  on  specified  articles  of  general  consumption  to  raise  the  follow- 
ing amounts:  Tobacco,  $1,703,275;  perfumery,  $121,665;  jerked  beef, 
$1,459,950;  sugar,  $2,189,925;  kerosene,  $243,325;  gasoline,  $437,985; 
roasted  coffee,  $729,975;  butter,  $364,990;  matte,  $364,985;  revenue, 
$243,325 ;  total,  $7,859,400.  A  careful  study  of  the  message,  however, 
reveals  the  fact  that  'in  these  estimated  receipts  the  Minister  has 
included  an  item  of  $1,824,938  that  is  not  based  upon  actual  revenue, 
but  represents  in  the  opinion  of  the  Minister  the  sum  that  can  be 
added  to  the  revenue  by  a  judicious  revision  of  the  freight  tariffs  of 
the  Government-owned  railroads  and  steamship  lines,  taking  into 
consideration  that  the  existing  tariffs  were  framed  when  coal  cost 
only  one-fourth  the  present  price. 

In  his  report  to  the  President  the  Minister  of  the  Treasury  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  moratorium  under  the  funding-loan 
contract  of  October  19,  1914,  suspending  the  payment  of  interest  on 
16  Government  loans  for  three  years  and  providing  for  the  issue  of 
5  per  cent  funding  bonds  to  cover  the  three  years'  interest,  expires  on 
September  1,  1917,  and  that  it  is  a  point  of  honor  with  the  Brazilian 
Government  that  payments  be  then  resumed.  The  amount  outstand- 
ing of  the  16  loans  on  December  31,  1915,  according  to  the  Presi- 
dent's message  of  May  5,  1916,  was  $449,499,918,  the  annual  interest 
service  of  which  would  aggregate  $18,222,365.  (Amortization  of 
these  loans  was  suspended  for  13  years,  beginning  September  1,1914.) 
According  to  the  same  message,  the  amount  of  funding  bonds  issued 
up  to  March  31,  1916,  was  $36,538,695,  and  the  proposed  budget 
under  "Resources"  provides  for  the  issue  of  $16,408,200  more, 
making  a  total  of  $52,946,895. 
Fnndinr  Obligations. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  amount  to  be  provided  for 
the  redemption  of  funding  obligations  should  be  $18,222,365  (resump- 
tion-interest payments),  plus  about  $3,971,065  to  cover  the  interest 
on  $52,946,897,  and  $264,710  to  cover  amortization,  in  all  ^,458,140. 

There  are  also  outstanding  the  funding  loan  of  1898  ($40,725,790) 
and  Rio  Port  Works  loan  of  1903  ($37,463,805),  which  were  not 
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included  in  the  1914  funding,  and  for  which  the  annual  interest 
service  would  amount  to  $3,909,430.  Hence,  the  total  to  be  covered 
would  seem  to  be  $26^67,570.  Under  the  proposed  budget  the 
Minister  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  expend  for  "interest, 
amortization,  and  other  expenses  of  the  foreign  debt"  $35,341,995. 
There  would  appear,  therefore,  to  be  a  surplus  on  this  account  of 
$8,m,425. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  does  not  appear  proper  that  the  $16,408,200 
of  new  funding  certificates  to  be  i^ued  should  be  considered  as  a 
"resource,"  as  tney  do  not  represent  money  received,  but  are  simply 
to  cover  accrued  interest;  hence  there  is  really  a  shortage  of 
$7,438,775. 

All  Mi&Utries  Ask  iMrger  AlloUientf. 

JThe  expense  budget  for  1916  was  $145,915,223,  as  compared  with 
$152,400,890  for  1917.  An  increase  of  expenses  is  shown  in  all  the 
aeren  ministries. 

For  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  the  additional  credits  solicited 
arc  for  the  campaign  against  tuberculosis,  increase  of  the  subventions 
to  the  medical  colleges  at  Bahia  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  to  cover 
the  expenses  of  old  territorial  companies  transferred  to  this  ministry 
by  law. 

The  increase  in  the  Ministry  of  the  Exterior's  allotments  is  due  to 
establishing  a  consulate  at  Panama  and  to  laws  regulating  gratuities 
for  length  of  service. 

In  the  Ministries  of  War,  Marine,  and  Agriculture  the  differences 
are  accounted  for  principally  bv  the  transfer  of  the  accounts  relating 
to  the  cost  of  pensionerSj  etc.,  from  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  larg«rt;  increase  in  the  expense  account  of  the  Ministry  of 
Transportation  and  Public  Works  is  in  the  item  "Inspection  of 
Ports,"  namely,  about  $6,400,000,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  pro- 
vision of  funds  to  pay  the  guaranty  of  interest  and  balance  of  credit 
destined  for  the  Port  of  Becife. 

The  increase  required  for  the  Ministry  of  the  Treasury  is  to  cover 
the  foreign  debt  falling  due  in  1917. 

GAS  SEKVICE  AFFECTED  BY  COAL  SHO£TAOE. 

[Consal  B,  Hdnrej  Carroll,  Jr.,  Vcnlcp,  Italy,  June  28.] 

Shortage  of  coal  has  not  only  diminished  train  movements  and 
increased  greatly  the  price  of  coal  itself,  but  its  effect  is  reflected  in 
4e  increased  cost  of  the  manufacture  of  many  articles,  notably  glass, 
and  in  the  supply  of  gas  in  various  towns  in  the  Venice  consular  dis- 
trict and  especially  in  the  increased  prices  for  gas. 

The  gas  plants  have  been  shut  down  in  Monselice,  Rovigo,  Udine, 
and  Meetre,  no  gas  having  been  furnished  to  the  last-named  town 
since  May  of  this  year.  The  plant  at  Treviso  also  closed  down,  but 
has  resumed  operations  and  expects  to  continue  until  September.  In 
Venice  there  has  been  discussed  the  possibility  of  shutting  down  the 
gas  plant,  but  the  contract  with  the  city  would  endanger  the  charter 
of  tne  company  if  this  Avere  done.  Under  the  same  contract  the  gas 
company  can  only  charge  20  centesimi  (less  than  4  cents)  per  cubic 
meter,  but  the  company  has  served  not'cc  on  consumers  that,  begin- 
ning Julv  1,  the  price  of  gas  will  be  increased  from  20  . )  44  centesimi 
(flpproSiinlately  8  cents)  per  cubic  meter. 
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FOBEION  TBADE  OFFOBTUIHTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  its  diatrlot  olllcea.     Request 
'    for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnnltT  namiter. 
The  Bureau  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  aR^jume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Optical  goods,  etc.,  No.  21931. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far  Bast 
writes  that  an  oculist  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a  small  factory 
and  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  machinery,  etc.,  for  making  eyeglasses,  such  as  are  required 
for  smelting  glass  metal  and  grinding  the  lenses.  The  oculist  also  desires 
to  be  placed  In  communication  with  manufacturers  of  all  lines  of  optical 
goods. 

Agency,  No.  21932. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  Peru  reports  that  an  American  in  that  country  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  No  particular  line  is  specified. 
References. 

Washing  machines,  etc..  No.  21933. — A  firm  In  France  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  Its  desire  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  washing  machines  and  wringers  with  rubber  rollers. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  French,  and  dimensions,  eta,  stated  in  tbe 
metric  system. 

Paper,  No.  21934. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  In 
Australia  reports  that  quotations  are  desired  on  white  and  colored  paper, 
850  tons  (reel)  l}-lnch  core,  4,000  yards  to  reel,  141  Inches  to  30  Incbes. 
Also  on  150  tons  of  other  paper.  Samples  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  1605.)  The  agency  of  a  paper  manu- 
facturer Is  also  desired.    Payment  by  letter  of  credit.    Reference. 

Waterworks  syttcm.  No.  21935. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  writes 
that  a  town  in  his  district  contemplates  installing  a  waterworks  system 
to  cost  about  $60,000.  The  population  is  1,000.  Communications  should 
be  addressed  to  the  town  clerk.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  information 
In  regard  to  this  opportunity. 

Bookcases,  No.  21930. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  Russia  writes  that  the  manager  of  a  company  dealing  in  furniture 
is  interested  In  receiving  catalogues  and  price,  lists  of  wood  sectional 
bookcases. 

Agency,  No.  21937. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  Chile  rejiorts  that  a  man  with  extensive  experience  In  the  Import  and 
dry  goods  business  In  that  country  wishes  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  any  line  for  which  a  market  in  tliat  territory 
is  desired.  References.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

Drugs  and  chemicals.  No.  21938. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  re- 
ports that  a  wholesale  commission  agent  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market 
for  American  drugs  and  chemicals.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
References. 

Rock  drills.  No.  21939. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  In  South  Africa 
reports  that  a  firm  in  that  territory  is  interested  In  rock  drills  ifor  water 
boring,  to  a  depth  of  400  feet,  with  6-lnch  bore.  The  drill  truck  should 
be  strongly  built  and  have  broad  wheels. 

Hexagon  nipples,  No.  21940. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United  King- 
dom writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  quotations  on 
hexagon  nipples  for  use  in  connection  with  gas,  water,  and  steam  pipes. 
Illustration  moy  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer 
to  file  No.  78181.) 
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HEW  KTJS8IAH  NOTE  ISSTTE. 

[Vice  Consul  Felix  Cole,  Petrograd,  June  27.] 

The  Russian  Minister  of  Finance  has  been  authorized  by  an  Im- 
perial ukase  to  issue  new  short-term  treasury  notes  for  3,000,000,000 
rubles  ($1,545,000,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the 
ruble)  for  use  in  Bussia,  and  treasury  notes  for  the  amount  of 
225,000,000  rubles  ($116,000,000)  at  5^  per  cent,  maturing  in  15  years, 
to  be  realized  abroad.  As  the  short-term  notes  become  due  in  Russia, 
new  notes  may  be  issued  to  replace  them,  provided  that  the  general 
sum  of  short-term  treasury  notes  in  circulation  does  not  exceed 
9,000,000,000  rubles  ($4,635,000,000). 


DUTCH  CEITTBAL  AGBICTJLTTTBAL  EXFOST  BUBEAU. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  The  Hague,  July  1.] 

The  Dutch  Government  has  organized  what  is  called  a  Central 
Agricultural  Export  Bureau  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  the 
work  of  numerous  private  organizations  in  the  Kingdom  concerned 
with  the  export  of  domestic  products.  The  Government  restricts 
the  exports  of  all  of  these  articles  in  accordance  with  domestic  re- 
quirements, but  it  has  been  difficult  to  promulgate  to  the  parties 
interested  all  the  various  consents  for  export.  The  new  bureau  will 
make  this  more  convenient. 

The  various  private  associations,  such  as  the  cheese  dealers'  associa- 
tions, will  continue  to  «xist,  but  they  will  report  to  the  central  bureau 
and  receive  instructions  from  it. 


Combination  of  German  Engineerings  SooietieB. 

Commercial  Attach^  Erwin  W.  Thompson  at  The  Hague,  Nether- 
jiuids,  reports,  under  date  of  July  7,  that  the  seven  principal  engineer- 
ing societies  of  Germany  have  combined  in  organizing  into  a  new 
association  called  the  Association  of  German  Scientific  Societies 
(Deutsche  Verband  Technischer  Wissenschaftlicher  Vereine). 
«3«*-l«  337 
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UABEET  FOB  TOOLS  ABD  HABOWULE  DT  HOBWAY. 

[Consul  Cbarlei  Forman,  Bergen,  Jnne  8.] 

There  is  a  good  market  in  the  Berg<m  ccmsular  district  for  tools 
and  hardware.  Although  Grennan  goods  enjoy  an  advantage  in  the 
nearness  of  source  of  supply  and  easy  terms  oi  payment,  yet  Ameri- 
can goods  are  preferred  by  some  dealers.  Many  American  goods, 
such  as  valves,  machine  tools,  other  tools,  and  other  hardware,  are 
sold  in  this  district,  but  more  could  no  doubt  be  sold,  an  increasing 
demand  for  American  goods  in  this  line  having  manifested  itself  in 
recent  years. 

The  latest  available  statistics  of  the  imports  of  tools  and  imple- 
ments into  Norway  are  those  for  the  year  1914.  In  that  year  im- 
ports into  the  Kingdom  amounted  in  value  to  $887,080,  of  which  those 
imjiorted  at  Bergen  were  valued  at  $108,058.  The  value  of  tools 
and  implements  consumed  in  this  district,  however,  is  far  in  excess 
of  the  figure  given,  as  much  of  this  class  of  goods  is  sold  through 
agencies  established  at  Christiania.  There  are  no  statistics  available 
showing  the  countries  from  which  these  goods  were  imported  at 
Bergen,  the  only  figures  available  being  for  the  entire  Kingdom. 

Coaatrlet  Snpplyimtf  Hardware  t«  Vorway— Credits. 

The  value  of  tools  and  implements  imported  into  Norway  in  1914 
and  countries  from  which  received  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Country. 

Value. 

Conntry. 

Valne. 

Country. 

Valua. 

DMrnmy 

$271,993 
341,884 
174,977 
105.  OSS 

178,780 
•.M» 
2,198 
1,796 

Swttnrlmd  

*1,153 
314 

Swtdm 

Netherlands . . 

Austria 

United  States 

France 

ToW. 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 

9ST,tm 

1 

A  credit  of  three  months  is  usually  extended  to  local  firms,  2  or 
2^  per  cent  being  allowed  for  cash  or  payment  in  80  days.  It  is 
preferable  that  prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.,  although  f.  o.  b.  New 
York  prices  may  be  quoted.  As  to  currency,  prices  may  be  either 
in  American  money  or  Norwegian,  but  as  the  rate  of  exchange  lias 
for  some  time  been  unfavorable  to  the  United  States  a  price  quoted 
in  dollars  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  Norwegian  importer. 
How  CtoAdi  are  Haadled. 

The  method  of  selling  goods  by  sample  is  much  to  be  preferred  to 
selling  by  catalogue,  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  that  American 
exporters  of  tools  and  hardware  establish  one  or  two  agencies  in 
Norway.  Dealers  mnch  prefer  to  buy  from  a  salesman  who  can 
show  a  varied  line  of  samples  from  which  they  can  select  exactly 
.what  they  want  and  see  what  they  are  buying,  rather  than  order 
from  a  catalogue  when  only  an  illustration  and  description  of  the 
goods  can  be  seen. 

Bergen  has  direct  steamer  connection  with  New  York  by  the  Nor- 
wegian-America Line,  this  port  being  the  first  in  Norway  touched 
by  that  line.  It  would  therefore  be  a  good  place  for  an  tigency,  and 
should  be  exclusive  for  a  certain  well-defined  territcwy.  An  tgeaey 
might  be  also  established  at  Christiania. 

Ln  some  cases  American  exporters  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  do 
business  through  an  export  commission  house  in  New  York,  who 
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represent  various  manufacturers  of  noncompeting  specialties.  This 
method  of  doing  business  would  be  suitable  for  this  class  of  trade, 
although  some  exporters  would  prefer  to  handle  the  business  them- 
selves. 

Credit  information  may  be  obtained  from  credit  agencies  or  banks. 
Bonnevie  Angells  Bureau  in  Bergen  does  a  business  similar  to  Dun 
and  Bradstreet.  The  leading  banks  of  Bergen  are  the  Kreditbank 
and  Privatbank. 

[A  list  of  agents  and  dealers  in  hardware  in  Bergen  can  be  obtained  at 
tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CJonimerce  or  its  district  ofBces.  Refer 
to  file  No.  78585.] 

DECKEASED  ASEA  TJITDEB  HOPS  IH  AUSTEIA-HTTNGABT. 

[Consnl  Wallace  J.  ToDOg,  Carlsbad,  June  21.] 

Up  to  the  time  of  writing,  the  growth  of  the  hop  plants  has  not 
been  particularly  favorable.  The  present  stand  is  irregular;  while 
some  plants  have  reached  three-fourths  of  their  growth,  others  are 
scarcely  above  the  ground.  A  period  of  warm  and  sunny  weather  is 
very  necessary  for  a  good  crop. 

The  following  shows  the  hop  acreage  of  the  various  districts  of 
Austria-Hungary,  excepting  Galicia,  for  the  past  four  years : 


Yev. 

8aai. 

Aoscha. 

Saube. 

Styria. 

Hungary. 

mz 

Acre). 
29,510 
30,060 
27,198 
22,002 

Am: 
9.600 
6.931 
5,951 
4,571 

Acrtt. 

1,843 

1,290 

LOW 

741 

Am». 
4,21$ 
4,416 
3.783 
2,842 

Acree. 
6,19.5 

7  309 

mi 

»I5 

4.942 

m« 

3,706 

Dealers  report  that  there  is  now  a  good  demand  for  hops,  and  that 
the  stocks  are  becoming  depleted.  This  has  caused  a  market  advance 
in  prices.  During  April  and  May  prices  ran  from  $17  to  $18  per 
zentner  (110  pounds)  for  first  class,  $16  to  $17  for  best  middle  grade, 
and  $14  to  $16  for  middle  grade.  This  week's  prices  are:  Prime, 
$20  to  $21  per  zentner;  best  middle  grade,  $19  to  $20;  and  middle 
grade,  $18  to  $19. 

[A  previous  report  on  the  hop  situation  in  tlie  Carlsbad  district  was  pul>- 
lisbed  in  Ck>MMERCE  Repobts  for  Mar.  27,  1916.] 


EXPEBIMENTS  IN  WATEBFBOOFINO  OF  CONCBETE. 

An  investigation  of  the  integral  method  of  waterproofing  concrete 
has  been  imdertaken  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  in 
cooperation  with  manufacturers  of  compounds,  and  with  societies, 
engmeers,  and  others  interested  in  this  problem.  A  questionnaire 
has  been  addressed  to  more  than  800  architects,  engineers,  con- 
tractors, etc.,  and  the  tabulaton  of  the  replies  received  has  been 
started  by  thei  bureau.  An  important  feature  of  the  investigation  is 
the  project  for  experimental  concrete  tanks  along  the  river  front  of 
the  city  of  Washington.  The  District  Government  has  set  aside  a 
small  piece  of  ground  for  this  purpose,  and  plans  have  been  com- 
pleted for  the  construction  of  the  tanlcs. 
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DEMASD  FOB  SEED-CLEAHIirO  XACHISE  IH  AaJBtEKTIMA. 

[Special  Afent  Frank  H.  Von  Motz.] 

During  a  visit  to  several  of  the  large  houses  handling  agricul- 
tural implements  it  was  learned  that  there  is  a  demand  for  a  machine 
for  cleaning  alfalfa  seed.  The  alfalfa  fields  contain  a  great  deid  of 
wild  mustard,  the  seed  of  which  is  about  the  same  size  and  weight 
as  alfalfa  seed.  Thrashing  machines  equipped  with  screens  do  not 
separate  the  two  kinds  of  seeds,  as  a  screen  that  will  properly  handle 
the  alfalfa  seed  is  about  the  right  size  to  handle  the  mustard  seed, 
which  is  not  wanted. 

Various  methods  of  separating  the  seed  have  been  tried,  but  none 
has  given  satisfaction.  1  saw  in  operation  a  French  machine  that 
had  been  brought  out  for  trial,  but  it  was  not  a  success.  This  ma- 
chine is  made  of  sheet  steel  and  resembles  an  inverted  funnel  with 
a  hollow  stem  about  6  feet  high,  and  at  the  top  there  ia  a  funnel 
right  side  up.  From  the  funnel  at  the  top  of  tlie  stem  there  is  a 
spiral  chute  about  8  inches  wide  running  to  tlie  base  of  the  appa- 
ratus and  terminating  in  four  spouts.  Tlie  mixed  grain  is  poured 
into  the  upper  funnel  passes  through  a  slot  to  the  spiral  chute,  and 
rapidly  falls  into  one  of  the  spouts  at  the  base  of  tlie  chute.  The 
theory  on  which  this  machine  is  built  is  that  the  heavier  seed  will 
gain  moi-e  momentum  than  the  smaller  seed  and  will  fall  toward  the 
outside  edge  of  th^  spiral  pathway,  whereas  the  lighter  seed,  accord- 
ing to  their  weight,  will  naturally  seek  one  of  the  other  spouts. 

The  machine  will  no  doubt  gi^e  good  results  in  separating  grains 
that  vary  materially  in  size  and  weight.  However,  since  tlie  mustard 
seed  about  equals  the  alfalfa  seed  m  these  particulars,  this  macliino 
will  not  separate  them,  and  there  is,  therefore,  still  an  opening  for 
one  which  will  do  the  work  satisfactorily  and  which  can  be  sold  for 
about  the  same  price  as  an  ordinary  fanning  mill  or  winnower. 


FEW  AUTOMOBILES  DT  HAITI. 

(Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

In  IftlS  there  were  some  20  automobiles  in  and  around  Port  au 
Prince.  Most  of  these  were  of  a  cheap  make  and  came  from  the 
United  States.  Perhaps  more  than  half  of  the  number  were  oper- 
ated as  public  conveyances.  The  bad  condition  of  many  of  the  Port 
au  Prince  streets  and  of  the  roads  contiguous  to  the  city  soon  shook 
the  vehicles  loose  in  every  bolt,  with  no  experienced  mechanics  avail- 
able for  making  repairs. 

Further,  the  chauffeurs  were  said  to  be  incompetent  and  earless. 
It  is  related  that  they  would  start  on  a  trip  with  no  knowledge  what- 
ever as  to  how  much  gasoline  was  on  hand.  The  car  would  run  oat 
of  fuel  at  some  remote  place  perhaps  and  the  driver  would  leare  it 
where  it  stalled.  There  it  would  remain  for  possibly  a  wedc,  and 
meanwhile  the  torrential  rains  and  blazing  sun  were  not  helping 
the  general  condition  of  the  vehicle. 

At  present,  outside  of  the  trucks  and  automobiles  used  br  the 
Marine  Corps,  there  are  not  over  four  motor  cars  in  Port  an  Prince 
tiiat  are  running,  and  one  belongs  to  the  American  nunirter.  Gaso- 
line is  60  cents  a  gallon. 
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FBOOSAM  FOS  BBAZZLIAH  CATTLE  COHTEBENCE. 

■  [Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  June  24.] 

At  the  initiative  of  the  National  Agricultural  Society  (Sociedade 
Nscional  de  Agricultura) ,  the  first  conference  on  Brazilian  cattle 
will  be  held  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  next  November.  Among  the  many 
questions  that  will  be  taken  up  are: 

Probable  origin  of  the  different  Brazilian  breeds,  caiises  of  their  degeneration, 
ani  means  of  improving  them.  Mesological  influences  on  the  voriotis  domestic 
animals  In  Brazil.  I»rodnctlve  capacity  of  Brazilian  cattle  with  reference  to  all 
modem  industries  derived  from  it.  World  statistics,  producing  and  consuming 
countries.  Study  of  conditions  of  the  consuming  world  as  to  quality  and 
qoantlty ;  production  and  overproduction,  supply  and  demand ;  tastes  of  the 
consumer  and  the  causes,  whether  permanent  or  temporary.  Direct  and  in- 
direct Federal,  State,  and  municipal  assistance  in  the  development  of  the 
cattle  Industry  and  the  Improvement  of  Its  products. 

Thorough  and  eminently  practical  courses  on  all  subjects  related  to  cattle 
and  snbordlnate  Industries.  Formation  of  a  corps  of  veterinarles,  bacteriologi- 
cal Inspectors,  and  necessary  experts,  to  be  attached  to  all  establishments  ex- 
ploiting the  numerous  secondary  industries. 

Commercial  transactions  in  cattle  and  products ;  large  and  small  companies ; 
cooperation.  Necessity  to  create  standards  according  to  the  requirements  of 
the  consumer.  Elements  that  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  location 
of  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  and  commerce  in  cattle  products;  ap- 
plication of  natural  forces  in  the  operation  of  plants ;  shipping  ix)rts,  docks,  and 
railroad  stations. 

Befilgeration  and  Transportation — Experiment  Farms. 

Selection  of  different  systems  for  the  complete  utillzatiou  of  all  by-pro«lucts. 
Means  of  safeguarding  the  products  for  consumption ;  their  preservation  In  the 
plants,  during  transportation,  and  at  the  distributing  centers.  Preservation  of 
the  various  products  by  artificial  cold,  preserving  substances,  heat,  evaporation, 
etc.   Special  study  of  all  methods  of  refrigeration. 

Organization  of  transportation  service  with  a  view  to  speed,  comfort  of  ani- 
mals, preservation  of  products,  sanitary  requirements,  and  low  freight  rates. 
Direct  Government  supervision  over  transportation,  from  both  industrial  and 
sanitary  points  of  view. 

Study  of  all  cattle  diseases,  local  and  imported,  their  prevention  and  cure. 
How  to  avoid  propagation,  and  the  extinction  of  animals,  parasites,  and  plants 
Injurious  to  cattle.  Improvement  of  pastures,  extension  of  alfalfa  culture,  value 
of  agricultural  snbproducts  as  food  for  cattle. 

Also  the  best  methods  of  raising  full-bred  saddle,  army,  and  truck  horses, 
mules,  donkey.s,  sheep,  goats,  pigs,  and  fowls ;  how  to  Improve  the  breeds ;  and  a 
detailed  study  of  all  the  industries  derived  from  these  animals. 

Establishment  of  zootechnic  stations  and  model  farms.  Practical  and  econom- 
ical means  of  collecting  statistics  of  all  the  animals  of  Brazil.  Necessity  of 
studying  a  progressive  taxation  system  to  assist  the  production,  consistent  with 
the  Government's  Interests.  Legislation.  Uniform  sanitary  Inspection  of  ani- 
mals In  all  the  States.  Prizes  to  raisers  who  introduce  new  processes  to  Improve 
breeding.  Abolition  of  duties  on  any  imported  useful  animals  for  breeding  pur- 
poses.   Genealogical  registers.    Credits  and  banking. 


SFAJnSH  STin)ICAT£  TO  FSOUOTE  NEW  ENTEKPBISES. 

(Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  June  10.] 

Among  the  recent  new  offerings  of  stock  to  the  Spanish  public  was 
that  of  the  Sindicato  de  Promocion  Industrial,  capitalized  at  $45,000. 
Its  object  is  to  study  and  found  industrial  and  miancial  enterprises. 
Those  under  immediate  consideration  by  the  syndicate  are  an  in- 
dnstrial  bankj  which  shall  be  a  bank  of  issue  for  the  companies  it  is 

S reposed  to  finance;  commercial  docks  at  Cartagena,  Spain;  a  zinc 
actory;   an   agricultural   bank   for   Fernando   Po,   Spanish   West 
Africa ;  and  an  agricultural  bank  in  Spain. 
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BVSSIAir  ASBESTOS  IlfBITSTBT. 

[Consul  General  Jobn  H.  Snodgran,  Moscow,  Mar  23.] 

Asbestos  is  found  in  insignificant  quantities  in  the  Caucasus  and 
in  Siberia,  but  about  99  per  cent  of  tbe  Russian  output  is  mined  in 
the  Ural  Mountains.  Some  of  the  best  asbestos  mined  in  the  Urals 
is  produced  at  mines  60  miles  northwest  of  Ekaterinburg,  in  a  zone 
of  serpentine  rocks,  which  extends  about  6  miles  and  is  about  .1,400 
yards  broad.  The  quality  of  this  asbestos  is  believed  to  be  as  high 
,as  that  of  Canada  and  ^Piedmont.  The  veins  are  directly  brok^i 
off  either  by  hand  or  by  a  hard  hammer.  The  operation  of  mining 
asbestos  in  the  Urals  is  of  a  primitive  diaracter,  but  in  some  cases 
the  production  is  being  made  more  systematic. 

Ek«t«rinburg  Asbestos  Hiaes  and  Theli  Ontpat 

The  most  important  of  the  Ekaterinburg  asbestos  mines  are  the 
Voznesensky  and  Zoe-Anonsky  asbestos  mines,  situated  19  miles 
from  the  station  of  Bazhenof,  on  the  Perm-Tyumen  Railway.  A 
third  of  the  asbestos  produced  in  the  Urals  is  obtained  here,  and  all 
the  asbestos  produced  was  dispatched  abroad,  untreated,  through 
Reval.  The  Shchougy  asbestos  mines  in  the  village  of  Mostovsky 
produce  less  than  the  above  mines,  all  the  asbestos  produced  being 
worked  up  in  the  factory,  where  sheeting,  bands,  twine,  insertion, 
thread,  etc.,  are  made.  The  Govorikhinsky  asbestos  mines  lie  in  a 
line  with  the  Voznesensky  mines  and  yielded  3,183  tons  of  asbestos 
in  1911.  Six  miles  from  the  Meivo-Shaitaosk  factory  of  the  Ala- 
pievsky  Mining  Works  are  the  Kirtanovsky  Ksi>estos  mines,  with  a 
sorting  factory  where  2,000  tons  of  asbestos  can  be  sorted  per  an- 
num. Close  to  these  mines  are  tlie  mines  of  the  Russo-Italian 
Asbestos  Co.,  the  N.  V.  Mikhanov  Co.,  the  "Uralite  Co.,"  etc. 
The  following  figures  show  the  output  of  the  Ural  (Ekaterinbui^) 
asbestos  from  1906  to  1913:  1906,  8,001  dwH*  tons;  1907,  8,743  short 
tons;  1908,  10,694  short  tons;  1909,  13,129  short  tons;  1910,  10,986 
short  tons;  1911,  15.872  short  t<»s;  1912,  16,684  short  tons;  1918, 
16,661  ^ort  tons.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  output  was  exported 
via  Riga. 

other  nines  of  the  Bntls — AsbeitM  tyadioate. 

North  of  Ekaterinburg  asbestos  is  found  in  the  Bogolsof  mining 
area,  in  the  Kortiakovsky  mines  (where  tiie  %-ein  is  about 2  feet  thick), 
near  the  Alapievsky  works,  the  Veniansky  wbrks,  on  the  River 
Uktussa,  near  the  Beresovka  works,  etc.  In  the  southern  Urals  a^MS- 
tos  deposits  are  found  at  the  Khristogor  and  Petropavlovsl^  ore 
mines,  near  tlie  Miask  works  on  the  River  Krasnacht,  in  the  Gavri- 
lof  copper  mines  (of  excellent  quality),  in  the  Atliansky  gold  placer, 
near  the  River  Imian  Yurt  (in  talcous  schist);  there  are  veins  of 
asbestos  near  the  Kisnikaievsky  copper  mine  at  the  foot  of  the  Nara- 
linsky  hills :  also  amongst  the  sei-pentine  of  the  River  Kara,  near  the 
Kachinsky  factory,  and  along  the  River  Guberle,  near  the  fort  of 
that  name.  The  best  mineral  is  considered  to  be  that  of  tlie  Ashesto- 
voy  Hill,  on  the  River  Sissert,  and  the  asbestos  deposits  of  the  Shel- 
kovoy  Hill,  on  the  land  of  the  Nidini-Tagil  works,  between  the 
Shouralinsky  and  the  Teploy  Hills.  To  the  south  of  the  Ural  range 
of  hills  in  the  Government  of  Orenburg,  tliere  are  some  exploited 
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asbestos  mines — the  Natalievsky  in  the  Upper  Ural  district,  the  Isser- 
gansky  in  the  Orsk  district,  and  the  Kholmisty  in  the  Troitzk  dis- 
trict. 

The  following  companies  have  joined  the  syndicate  of  Ural  asbes- 
tos producers:  (1)  Voznesensky  Asbestos  Mines,  with  a.i  annual 
output  of  3,106  tons;  (2)  Yakovlev  Succs.,  with  an  annual  out- 
put of  1,806  tons;  (3)  Poklevsky-Kozcll  Succs.,  with  an  annual  out- 
put of  5,416  tons;  (4)  Korievo  Asbestos  Mines,  with  an  annual  out- 
put of  2,709  tons;  (5)  Girard  de  Soukanton,  with  an  annual  output 
of  3,611  tons;  (6)  Busso- Italian  Asbestos  Mining  Co.,  with  an  annual 
output  of  1,806  tons;  total,  18,454  tons. 

Exports  of  Asbestos. 

It  is  stated  that  all  the  companies  operating  in  this  district  are 
privately  owned  and  managed.  The  present  transport  facilities  from 
the  mines  are  confined  to  the  single-track  line  of  the  Perm  Railroad, 
comiecting  with  the  Northern  Railroad  to  Petro^ad.  Asbestos  is 
now  on  the  embargo  list,  but  application  for  special  export  licenses 
may  be  made  to  the  Department  of  Customs,  Petrograd.  Even 
should  such  license  be  granted,  the  great  congestion  on  all  the  rail- 
roads and  in  all  the  parts  of  Russia  makes  transportation  extremely 
difficult.  Under  a  recent  order  of  the  Russian  Government,  no  goods 
other  than  those  approved  by  the  Government  as  being  specially  im- 
ported for  military  purposes  are  allowed  to  enter  Russia  by  any  of 
the  White  Sea  ports.  This,  of  course,  reduces  the  amount  of  avail- 
able tonnage,  as  fewer  ships  will  arrive  than  formerly. 

According  to  official  statistics,  the  exports  of  asbestos  from  Russia 
for  the  last  seven  years  were  as  follows:  1909,  9,160  short  tons; 
1910,  9,689  short  tons;  1911,  13,524  short  tons;  1912,  15,547  short 
tons;  1913,  13,669  short  tons;  1914,  8,577  short  tons;  1915,  975  short 
tons.  These  exports,  before  the  war,  went  to  Germany,  Austria,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  and  the  Netherlands. 

Asbestos  in  the  Cancasns  and  Siberia. 

Asbestos  is  produced  in  the  Caucasus  in  an  insignificant  quantity 
in  the  Sharopan  district  of  the  Kutais  Government  at  the  Vzhinevi- 
asbestos  mines.  In  the  same  Government  of  Kutais  asbestos  is 
known  to  exist  far  from  the  deposits  already  named  to  the  north- 
west, in  the  Lechgoumsky  district  in  the  Savanetsky  police  circuit. 
It  is  also  found  in  the  extreme  southeastern  comer  of  the  Caucasus, 
lot  far  from  the  Persian  frontier,  12  miles  from  the  town  of  Shusha. 

In  Siberia  asbestos  is  exploited  only  in  the  Government  of  Irkutsk 
in  the  Angar  district  at  the  Angar  asbestos  mines.  In  the  Govern- 
ment of  Yenissei  there  are  asbestos  mines  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Biver  Kamuisht,  near  the  Saksar  and  the  Ak-kay  Hills,  near  Bishtak 
Hill  at  a  distance  of  25  miles  from  the  village  of  Askeisk,  and  on 
the  River  Karagan,  on  the  boundary  of  the  Mausky  and  the  Ser- 
vievsky  gold  placers.  In  the  Tomsk  Government  it  is  found  in  the 
system  of  the  River  Katum,  in  the  Semiriechensk  territory,  on  the 
northern  slope  of  the  Dzhigla  Range,  in  the  Dzuban-Arychsky  dis- 
trict, and  in  the  Tran.=baikal  Province,  in  the  serpentine  of  the 
Klinchinsky  ore  mine,  near  the  Shilkinsky  factory,  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  tin  mines  of  the  Nerchinsk  circuit. 

On  the  Mongol-Dabansky  gold  placers  (now  worked  out) ,  which 
belong  to  the  Crown,  very  rich  asbestos  and  mica  mines  have  been 
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discovered.  The  Mongol-Dabansky  ^Id  placers  are  situated  on 
the  River  Mongol-Daban,  which  falls  into  the  River  Didi,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  River  Oka.  The  new  mines  lie  75  miles  from  the  station 
Zima,  on  the  Transsiberian  Railway. 

[The  uiiuics  of  Uussiun  innntifneturers  of  asbestos  goods  may  be  obtaiaed 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices. 
Itefer  to  file  No.  77721.] 


EUITGABIAN  FOBT  TO  MEET  CEANOES  IN  COKHEBCE. 

[Consul  Benjamin  F.  Cbase,  Flume,  Jnne  26.] 

II  Giomale,  a  local  newspaper  of  Fiume,  in  the  Italian  language, 
publishes  an  article  on  "  Fiume  and  the  Problem  of  Central  Europe." 
It  discusses  especially  the  importance  of  ihe  Danube  as  offering  a 
river  route  to  connect  central  Europe  with  the  Orient.  It  expresses 
the  belief  that  in  future  developments  this  river  will  provide  the 
means  of  transportation  to  a  very  large  territory.  "  By  such  means," 
it  says,  "  the  importance  of  the  porte  of  the  Black  Sea,  Bulgarian, 
and  Roumanian  will  increase,  which  will  strongly  influence  their 
traffic,  especially  since  they  are  situated  in  countries  rich  in  products 
for  exportation,  where  every  importing  boat  will  easily  gecure  suffi- 
cient cargo."  In  describing  the  resulting  local  situation  the  paper 
says: 

The  importance  of  Flume,  on  account  of  its  sitnatioD,  wlU  be  gravely  shaken 
by  this  change,  and  Us  port  will  offer  strong  competition,  as  much  to  the 
ports  of  the  German  Empire  as  to  those  of  the  Black  Sea. 

Vaabte  to  Vvniitli  Bxteative  Cargoes  for  Exportation. 

Our  city,  which  Is  only  connected  with  the  economic  center  of  the  mother 
country  by  a  single-track  railway  line,  and  which  does  not  possess  a  rich  back- 
ground, will  not  be  able  to  furnish  conveniently  the  cargoes  for  exportation 
such  as  win  be  required  by  the  rapid  development  of  maritime  commerce. 
Moreover,  It  Is  certain  that  after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  railway  lines  win 
quickly  be  constructed  running  toward  the  Dalmatian  ports,  which  will  nerve 
for  the  central  Balkan  traffic,  and  which  will  also  greatly  divert  a  great  deal 
of  the  commerce  from  our  port.  Such  objections,  however,  would  be  neither 
reasonable  nor  patriotic. 

Therefore  to  maintain  and  Increase  the  importance  of  our  port,  there  re- 
mains nothing  further  than  to  urge  effectively:  (1)  The  construction  of  tbe 
Danube-Adriatic  Canal,  long  since  projected;  (2)  the  construction  of  a  double 
track  on  tbe  railway  line  between  Fiume  and  Budapest. 

Eeoaomte  Bodies  Urged  to  Take  Actioa. 

^Fbat  which  before  the  war  might  have  been  arranged  merely  by  a  seotHid 
railway  line  now  can  not  be  arranged  otherwise  than  with  the  river  consec- 
tlon,  which  would  render  cheaper  the  traffic  and  be  more  adaptable  for  tbe 
merchandise  in  buUc  The  commerce  of  the  Danube  would  becemie,  on  tbe 
whole,  only  for  transitory  traffic,  which  would  award  a  ratbar  dtanlmitlve 
profit  to  the  national  economy  of  our  State.  It  Is  therefore  deirirable  that  all 
econwnic  bodies  urgently  occupy  themselves  in  tills  question  so  as  to  dlaalpate 
the  crises  and  dangers  in  commerce  and  Insure  for  the  future  a  dev^opment 
for  our  port. 

Imports  of  dynamite  from  the  United  States  into  Ecuador  fell 
from  140,789  pounds  in  1914  to  48,438  pounds  in  1915,  according  to 
a  report  forwarded  from  Guayaquil  by  Consul  General  Frederic  W. 
Goding.  The  United  States  was  practically  the  only  source  in  both 
these  years. 
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TUnrSTTAL  OBEEE  DEHAim  FOB  TTFEWRITEB  STTFFLIES. 

(Consul  John  B.  Kebl,  Saloniki,  May  26.] 

An  unusual  demand,  now  existing,  creates  a  good  opportunity  for 
the  sale  of  American  typewriter  ribbons  and  carbon  paper  in  Sa- 
loniki. The  small  supply  of  these  commodities  now  on  hand  is  of 
European  origin,  and,  although  of  very  poor  quality,  the  goods  are 
selling  at  the  following  wholesale  prices  to  local  dealers:  Ribbons, 
$5.25  to  $5.75  per  dozen,  with  3  per  cent  oflf  for  cash;  carbon  paper, 
$1.75  to  $2.50  per  box  containing  100  ^eets. 

Under  the  Greek  customs  tariff  now  in  force  the  practice  has 
Taried  with  reference  to  classifying  typewriter  ribbons  and  carbon 
paper.  The  local  customs  director  states  that  ribbons  are  usually 
placed  under  article  287a,  "typewriter  accessories,"  paying  a  duty 
of  5.80  drachmas  per  oke  "($0.40  per  pound),  the  weight  of  box  and 
spool  not  being  coimted.  Carbon  paper  has  sometimes  been  classified 
under  article  306  as  "  colored  paper,''  paying  2.90  drachmas  per  oke 
($0.20  per  pound) ,  not  counting  the  weight  of  the  container.  It  has 
more  often  been  classified,  however,  unaer  an  omnibus  dause  pro- 
viding that  all  commodities  not  specified  in  the  Greek  customs  tariff 
shall  pay  a  duty  of  20  per  cent  ad  valorem,  the  market  price  in 
Saloniki  serving  as  a  standard  of  value,  after  deducting  20  per  cent 
of  the  price.  £i  addition  to  the  import  tariff  there  is  a  municipal 
tax  of  IJ  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Temii  Keeommeiided  to  Meet  Vreseat  Co&4itioM. 

American  banks  probably  would  be  able  to  obtain  from  Saloniki 
banks  information  as  to  the  financial  standing  of  local  firms.  Under 
normal  conditions,  terms  of  sale  in  the  wholesale  market  are  from 
2  to  4  months'  credit,  with  a  discount  of  2  to  5  per  cent  for  cash.  In 
view  of  present  local  business  conditions  and  lack  of  transportation 
facihties,  it  is  recommended  that  American  firms  quote  prices  cash 
f .  o.  b.  New  York  at  tiie  pier  of  the  National  Navigation  Co.  of  Greece. 

[Lists  of  dealers  In  typewriters  and  dealers  In  stationery  In  Saloniki,  and  the 
name  of  a  possible  local  agent  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  ofHces.  Ref^  to  file  No.  78113,  In  the  liat 
the  name  of  the  typewriter  handled  by  each  individual  dealer  is  given.] 


COTTOH  EXPOBTS. 


The  cottoB  exported  during  the  week  ending  July  22,  1916,  at  the 
12  ]Nrincipal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  as  follows: 


DkUicts. 

Bain. 

Slstrieta. 

Batai. 

Districtg. 

Bate. 

Onnta      

31, 1» 

411 

25,430 

PhUadalpUft . 

1,4U 

SanFraaetaco 

WashtngtoD  ...  . 

4,032 

Wnmirhnrintti 

Senth  Carolina 

11,884 

1|HTtw4     

Vfrfrtnb 

Total 

NeirYork 

Oalveston 

S,<10 
10,633 

95.392 

North  Carolina 

■  New  Orl^Ans . 

The  export  of  95,392  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  makes 
the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approximately  5,922,466  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were  reepectivdy  46,712  bales  for  the  week  and  8,441,028  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 
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CONSTBTJCTION  WOBE. 

FRANCB. 

[Consul  Kcnnctli  Stunrt  Patton,  La  nochellc,  Jane  28.] 
Improvements  for  the  Fort  of  La  Fallice. 

As  a  result  of  the  increase  in  the  activities  of  the  port  of  La  Pallice 
and  of  the  installation  there  of  several  manufacturing  plants  requir- 
ing large  quantities  of  raw  materials,  the  trafiSc  of  the  port  has  so 
augmented  that  the  quays  and  docking  facilities  are  now  regarded 
insufficient.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  as  many  as  20  vessels 
at  a  time  have  been  held  in  the  roads  awaiting  their  turn  to  enter 
and  discharge  their  cargoes.  The  tonnage  handled  in  1915  totaled 
more  than  1,000,000  tons,  whereas  the  normal  capacity  of  the  port  is 
only  800,000  tons.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce a^  La  Rochelle,  noting  that  the  enlargement  of  the  port  of 
La  Pallice  as  provided  for  by  the  law  of  April  21,  1914  [see  Com- 
merce Reports  for  May  12, 1914]  can  not  possibly  be  completed  for  a 
long  time,  has  asked  that  the  inner  harbor  be  lengthened  toward  the 
east  by  150  meters  (166.82  yards).  This  would  permit  the  establish- 
ment of  four  new  docking  places.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
arranging  the  railway  lines  so  as  to  serve  this  addition  to  the  harbor. 
The  expense  is  estimated  at  2,500,000  francs  ($482,500),  of  which 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  proposes  to  assume  two-thirds.  The  Minis- 
try of  Public  Works  considered  that  this  project  to  increase  the 
facilities  of  this  port  so  as  to  be  able  to  handle  the  increased  traffic 
was  of  the  highest  interest  inasmuch  as  this  undertaking  will  in  no 
way  interfere  with  the  present  activities  of  the  port  and  he  conse- 
quently recommended  that  an  inquiry  be  made  as  to  the  public  utility 
of  such  an  undertaking. 

The  commission  named  to  make  this  inquiry  has  reported  favor- 
ably upon  the  matter. 

PORTUGAL. 
[Consul  General  W..L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  June  8.] 
Municipal  Improvements  of  Oulmaraes. 

A  decree  of  the  Portuguese  Government,  signed  June  6,  authorizes 
the  municipality  of  the  town  of  Guimaraes  to  contract  a  loan  of 
400,000  escudos  (about  $280,000),  which  will  be  employed  in  mu- 
nicipal improvements,  as  follows :  Installation  of  an  electric  railway 
line  between  Guimaraes  and  Braga  (10  miles) ;  construction  of 
economical  houses;  construction  of  a  park  about  the  old  castle  of 
Guimaraes  and  the  palace  of  the  Dukes  of  Bragan<;a ;  and  increasing 
the  water  supply  of  Guimaraes  and  Visela. 

The  loan  must  be  made  at  a  maximum  of  6  per  cent  interest.  Braga 
and  Guimaraes  are  about  25  miles  northeast  of  Oporto. 

Inquiries  with  reference  to  the  projected  improvements  or  loan 
should  be  addressed  to  the  "Camara  Municipal,"  Guimaraes, 
Portugal. 

SOVTH  AFRICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Fayette  L.  FIcxcr,  Port  Blizabetb,  May  16.] 
Fort  Elizabeth  Drainage  Scheme. 

The  Port  Elizabeth  Town  Council  has  decided  to  commence  the 
construction  of  the  main  outfall  of  the  new  sewage  system,  as  soon 
as  del  ails  can  be  arranged. 
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It  has  been  decided  to  let  the  work  on  contract,  with  the  munici- 
pality appearing  as  an  active  competitor.  In  order  to  secure  a  uniform 
ezceUence,  all  materials,  whether  for  private  connections  or  main 
"worte,  will  be  furnished  by  the  municipality  at  cost. 

The  portion  under  consideration  will  be  laid  down  with  salt-glazed 
pipe  as  provided  for  in  the  original  specifications.  Owing  to  the 
oiiBcnlty  in  securing  shipping  space  from  England,  the  engineer  has 
recommended  an  investigation  of  small  concrete  pipe  and  the  locally 
made  salt-glazed  product. 

The  bond  issue  of  $1,460,000  to  cover  this  construction  has  been 
80  per  cent  subscribed.  Plans  for  the  remainder  of  the  system  will 
be  completed  in  six  months,  and  it  is  hoped  that  operations  will  be 
recommenced  immediately. 

[A  previous  report  on  this  project  was  publislied  la  Commerce  Rbpobts  for 
Nov.  10,  1915.] 

(Consul  Edwta  N.  Gaasaaliu,  Jobaonesburg,  May  22.] 
SKteaslon  of  Band  Water-Supply  Systein. 

Immediate  steps  are  to  be  taken  by  the  Rand  Water  Board  of 
Johannesburg,  which  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  supplying  water 
for  Johanne^urg  and  outlying  Rand  districts,  for  the  completion  of 
a  scheme  to  gi-eatly  increase  the  water  supply,  a  step  which  has  been 
made  necessary  by  the  growing  demands  and  also  by  the  uncertainty 
of  the  present  supply. 

It  was  decided  a  few  years  ago  by  the  Rand  Water  Board  that  the 
most  practicable  means  of  obtoining  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
was  to  take  it  from  the  Vaal  River,  at  a  distance  of  about  60  miles 
from  Johannesburg,  sanction  to  this  scheme  having  been  obtained  in 
1914.  The  outbrei^  of  war  and  the  consequent  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  financing  the  venture  necessitated  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  original  proposal,  but  the  needs  of  the  situation  requiring  sopoie 
inunediate  steps  to  be  taken,  it  was  recently  decided  to  proceed  with 
the  scheme  in  a  modified  form.  Originally  the  proposal  involved  the 
impounding  of  20,000,000  gallons  of  water  in  a  great  barrage,  and  the 
provision  of  a  plant  capable  of  daily  pumping  10,000,000  gallons  to 
the  Rand. 
The  Kodlfle4  Soheine — Cost  of  Trojoct. 

The  modified  scheme  provides  for  the  erection  at  Lindeques  of  the 
barrage  as  originally  designed.  The  barrage  will  be  composed  of  36 
gates,  each  25  feet  high  and  having  a  ^an  of  30  feet.  It  will  im- 
pound altogether  18,633,000,000  gallons,  of  which  the  board  will  be 
at  liberty  to  abstract  annually  7,300,000,000  gallons,  or  20,000,000 
gallons  per  day.  The  remaining  6,333,000,000  gallons  are  made  up 
as  follows:  Evaporation,  3,382,000,000;  storage  for  riparian  owners, 
12660,000,000;  water  in  river  bed  Ijring  below  suction  of  pumps  at 
Vereeniging,  1,391,000,000. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  whole  scheme  is  £770,843  ($3,751,308), 
but  this  includes  pipes  to  the  present  value  of  about  $63,265  now 
in  stock,  which,  deducted  from  the  first  figures,  reduces  the  actual 
amount  of  cash  required  to  complete  the  scheme  to  approximately 
$3,688,043.  Of  that  amount  about  $204,393  has  already  been  ex- 
pended on  preliminary  surveys,  the  collection  of  data,  legal  and 
parliamentary  expenses,  the  erection  of  weirs,  and  other  minor 
works  classified  imder  the  head  of  preliminary  expenses.    The  chief 
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engineer  estimates  that  the  whole  scheme  can  be  completed,  and 
water  from  it  brought  into  service,  in  three  years  from  the  date  on 
which  the  construction  work  is  actually  commenced. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  estimates  prepared  by  the  chief 
engineer,  showing  the  cost  of  the  scheme  under  certain  main  head- 
ings, but  e-xclusive  of  interest  on  cost  during  construction : 

Barrage,  uieasurlug  weirs,  etc $1,124,400 

River  pumping  station,  Vereeniging,  Including  Intake 43, 798 

Main  pumping  station,  Vereeniging 291,990 

Quarters  for  men,  Vereeniging 29, 199 

Sundry  station  buildings,  Vereeniging 19,466 

I'reclpitation  tanks,  filters,  and  sterilizing  plant 267,657 

Service  reservoirs  and  basin 194,660 

Laying  out  ground,  boundary  walls,  etc 19, 466 

Railway  siding,  Vereeniging 7, 300 

Pipe  lines 1, 085, 775 

Extensions  and  new  plant  at  Zwartkopjes  station 158, 161 

Telephone  lines 19, 466 

Land,  wayleaves  and  legal  cxiieuses 224, 054 

Expenditures  for  preliminary  expenses 204, 393 

[Previous  reports  on  the  Rand's  water  supply  scheme  were  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  4, 1913,  and  Apr.  14,  1915.J 

VENEZUELA. 
[Consul  Ilomcr  Brett,  La  Gualrn,  Jane  28.] 
Additional  Water  Supply  for  Caracas. 

The  Ministry  of  Public  Works  publishes  an  order  directing  its 
engineers  to  proceed  with  the  survey  of  the  south  slope  of  the  Avila 
watershed  with  a  view  to  impounding  the  run-off  and  conducting  all 
or  the  largest  possible  amount  of  it  to  the  tanks  which  now  supplv 
the  northern  and  upper  part  of  the  city  of  Caracas.  The  work 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  done  directly  by  the  Department  of  Public 
AVorks. 


AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  4}FFIC£fiS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Tost. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

West,  QeorgeN 

Aug.  IS 
Aug.  10 
Sept.   S 
Aug.    S 

Sept.   1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 

DepartmentofState,  Washington,  D.a 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Albany,  Oreg. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Pa. 

Apartment  No.  TS,  "Hm  Brunswick, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avoine  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

Coolie,  A.  B 

Patras,  cTreece 

Huddersneld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Alrlca. 

Bres  au,  Oermany 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica.... 

ChebD,  China 

Erfurt,  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 

Hale,  F.  D 

Fisher,  Fred  D 

Mastirson,  WlUiam  W 

Seltzer,  llarrv  0 

Baker,  E.  Carlton 

Honaghan,  J.  C 

Jewell,  John  F 

Xonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State.Washington,  D.C. 

Kemcer,  nrafaam  H 

Good;er,  James  H 

27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
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THEMAJSm  FOB  ALCOHOL  LAMPS  IV  PKn.TPrDTES. 

American  manufacturers  who  are  able  to  produce  an  alcohol  lamp 
of  simple  constructicm  adapted  to  conditions  m  the  Philippines  would 
find  a  good  market  in  those  islands,  according  to  a  report  received 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  from  Collector 
of  Internal  BeTenue  James  J.  Bafferty  of  the  Philippine  Islands. 

The  use  of  alcohol  as  an  illuminant  in  the  islands  has  greatly 
increased  since  1909,  when  the  local  internal-revenue  law  was 
amended  by  providing  for  the  tax-free  removal  of  denatured  alcohol. 
During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1915,  712,829  proof  liters  of 
distilled  spirits  were  removed  as  denatured  alcohol  for  industrial  pur- 
poses, principally  for  lighting,  which  is  nearly  double  the  quantity 
used  during  the  fiscal  year  1911  and  almost  four  times  as  much  as 
was  used  during  the  fiscal  year  1910.  The  1915  figures  represent 
roughly  1,300,000  gauge  liters.  Considerable  impetus  has  been  given 
to  the  use  of  denatured  alcohol  as  an  illuminant  during  the  past  eight 
months,  when  the  price  of  kerosene  has  largely  increased. 

There  have  been  many  complaints  that  the  alcohol  lamps  available 
in  the  Philippine  marl^,  wlule  they  give  a  very  satisfactory  light, 
are  not  simple  enough  in  construction  for  use  in  remote  provincial 
towns  where,  if  they  get  out  of  order,  it  is  expensive  to  send  them  to 
Manila  for  repairs.  Mr.  Rafferty  suggests  that  there  may  be  in  the 
American  market  alcohol  lamps  which  might  better  suit  conditions 
in  the  Philippine  Island&  Pi-actically  all  of  those  now  in  use  are  of 
European  manufacture.  It  is  suggested  that  it  might  be  advan- 
tageous for  American  manufacturers  to  look  into  the  market  with  a 
view  of  introducing  their  lamps. 

CANADA  Films  ASYAHTAGES  IN  OENEBAL  DELIVERY. 

[<:on!iiil  Fred  O.  Slater,  Sariila.  Ontario,  July  18.] 

Among  merchants  in  Ontario  there  has  been  a  growing  tendency 
during  recent  years  to  favor  the  general  delivery  system  in  filling 
wders  for  their  customers.  This  method  of  delivering  goods  seems 
to  have  strong  advantages,  and  is  particularly  applicable  to  smaller 
citie.s  and  towns.  One  firm  makes  deliveries  for  all  the  grocers  and 
many  other  merchants  of  a  town.  From  two  to  four  trips  a  day  are 
made,  with  an  additional  one  on  Saturdays  and  days  preceding  holi- 
days. In  Sarnia  the  wagons  gather  up  packages  and  take  them  to 
•  central  building,  where  they  are  sorted  according  to  districts  and 
each  wagon  sent  to  a  particular  district.  The  method  employed  is 
similar  in  principle  to  the  city  mail  delivery. 
Ib  line  with  Xodem  Xetheds  of  Eliminating  Waite. 

Tills  practice  eliminates  the  expense  of  maintaining  separate  horses 
and  wagons  for  individual  merchants.  The  development  is  in  line 
witli  modem  methods  for  the  elimination  of  waste.  One  merchant 
stated  recently  that  where  the  average  merchant  paid  $20  a  week  to 
the  general  delivery  it  would  cost  twice  that  amount  to  maintain  a 
separate  delivery.  Another  advantage  was  that  the  general  delivery 
was  more  satisfactory  and  systematically  covered  the  whole  city.  So 
far  as  known,  it  has  also  given  satisfaction  to  the  public.  It  has 
induced  housewives  to  send  in  their  orders  with  greater  regularity, 
knowins  that  they  must  be  given  by  a  certain  time  to  be  filled  by  a 
certain  delivery. 
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CONDITIONS  IN  OBIENTAL-BITO  MABEET. 

The  following  information  with  regard  to  conditions  in  the 
oriental-rug  trade  was  obtained  by  letter  from  five  large  oriental-rug 
dealers  in  the  United  States : 

Three  firms  state  that  they  have  been  unable  to  get  rugs  from  Asia 
Minor  or  even  to  communicate  with  that  district.  One  firm  is  of 
the  opinion,  from  what  little  information  it  has  received,  that  ori- 
ental rugs  from  this  section  will  be  much  higher  in  price  after  the 
war,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labor  and  of  wool.  Wages,  it  is  stated, 
have  mutiplied  nearly  threefold,  and  wool  is  very  scarce  and  very 
high. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Persian  rugs  declined  sharply  in  price, 
and  the  exchange  value  of  the  silver  kran  dropped  from  $0.0875  to 
$0.07.  There  has  since  been  a  gradual  improvement  in  prices,  and  the 
exchange  value  of  the  kran  has  gone  up  to  $0.11,  which  makes  the 
goods  cost  considerably  more. 

Most  of  the  dyes  used  in  Asia  Minor,  one  dealer  states,  came  from 
Germany ;  but  Persia  uses  its  own  dyes  as  well  as  its  own  wool.  Rugs 
are  still  being  woven  in  Persia,  according  to  two  dealers,  but  not  m 
the  numbers  that  were  customary  before  the  war,  for  exporting 
houses,  owing  to  the  risks  of  shipment,  are  not  ready  to  make  the 
necessary  advances  in  money  to  the  weavers.  The  markets  were 
well  stocked  in  1915,  but  subsequent  purchases  by  American  import- 
ers and  the  shortage  of  new  rugs  have  made  present  stocks  much 
lower.  The  diminution,  according  to  one  firm,  is  noted  particularly 
in  the  very  popular  small  rugs  that  came  from  the  Hamadan  district. 
This  firm  adds  that  the  most  disturbed  carpet  center  in  Persia  is  the 
Kirman  district,  from  which  no  goods  have  been  shipped  for  some 
time. 

Difficulties  B«s:ardiiiK  SUpment 

The  chief  obstacle  at  present  in  the  Persian  rug  business  is  the  diffi- 
culty of  shipment,  which  tends  to  keep  prices  lower  in  Persia.  It 
has  been  almost  impossible  to  ship  goods  from  Persia  by  the  usual 
routes  through  the  Persian  Gulf  or  the  Black  Sea.  Shipments 
through  Russia  are  difficult  and  subject  to  delays,  if  not  impossible, 
as  one  firm  believes.  Any  rugs  received  under  present  conditions  will 
cost  more  delivered  than  they  did  before  the  war,  on  account  of  addi- 
tional charges  for  insurance,  freight,  etc. 

One  dealer  tells  of  his  personal  experience  in  the  rug-manufactur- 
ing districts  as  follows : 

A  little  over  a  year  ago,  while  I  was  in  Persia  and  Asia  Minor,  tlie  market 
was  very  much  depressed.  Buyers  were  scarce  and  transportation  facilities 
were  lacking.  I  managed,  however,  to  bring  my  goods  within  Russian  borders 
and  from  there  to  Russian  ports.  The  merchandise  that  I  bought  has  been  on 
the  way  for  over  a  year.  I  understand  that  at  present  it  Is  impossible  to 
secure  transportation  from  Persia  and  Asia  Minor  through  Russian  ports.  I 
would  not  recommend  anyone  to  purchase  goods  and  send  them  over  the  route 
that  mine  are  taking. 

Market  conditions  may  differ  now  from  what  they  were  a  year  ago.  Since 
my  return  two  months  ago  I  have  been  informed  that  many  American  Import- 
ing houses  have  sent  representatives  to  Persia,  the  Russian  Caucasus,  and  the 
Asia  Minor  frontier  to  take  up  all  available  goods  and  store  them  there.  As 
soon  as  they  reach  these  Interior  points  a  considerable  rise  in  prices  may  be 
expected. 

Tliere  is  available  a  considerable  quantity  of  inferior  and  undesirable  goods, 
formerly  shipped  to  Europe,  but  very  little  of  the  best  quality,  such  as  Is  pur- 
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cbased  by  the  AmerlcftB  market.  No  maim&fltBrlng  has  been  done  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  owing  to  lack  of  labor,  material,  yarns,  dyes,  and  finance, 
ncfc  tr*  OB  the  was  to  New  YoA  S,900  to  5,000  bales,  which  we  sold  at  Basra 
and  Tiiloas  Peniim  sectloiis. 


WEUE  PIHE  HEEDED  F0£  HEW  ZEAIASD  BVTTEE  BOXES. 

[Consul  General  Aitrod  A.  Winslow,  AucliUuid,  Jtinc  14.1 

ITiere  is  a  large,  demand  in  New  Zealand  for  white-pine  lumber 
for  batter  boxes,  and  the  demand  seems  to  be  growing  every  year, 
with  the  result  that  the  New  Zealand  farmer  is  showing  anxiety 
about  the  local  supply.  American  interests  should  investigate  the 
opoiing  for  shipments  of  white  pine  here.  I  understand  that  a 
limitea  amount  of  excdl^it  white  pine  is  grown  in  New  Zealand,  but 
that  at  the  present  rate  of  consumption  it  will  last  but  a  few  years 
l(Higer,  and  the  Government  has  been  asked  to  prohibit  any  exports 
of  Uiis  lumber,  and  to  see  that  it  is  as  thoroughly  conserved  as 
possible. 

Figures  showing  the  amount  consumed  in  the  way  mentioned  are 
not  available,  but  judging  from  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cases 
flipped  annually  to  the  United  Kingdom,  it  must  be  a  considerable 
quantity,  and  when  the  local  supply  is  cut  off,  it  is  probable  that 
Um  United  States  would  be  the  (mly  convenient  source. 

lA  report  on  New  Zealand's  Increasing  demand  for  lumber  was  published  In 
OmnmcE  Rkfo«ts  for  Jan.  22,  lOM.] 


MACHIHERY  HAKKETS  IH  PE&U,  BOLIVIA,  AND  CHILE. 

A  report  on  machinery  markets  in  P&riL,  Bolivia,  aiul  Chile  has 
been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeixe.  The 
poUicatiou  is  based  upon  investigations  made  in  those  countries  by 
Special  Agent  J.  A.  Massel.  of  the  Bureau,  and  it  reviews,  for  the 
benefit  of  American  manufacturers,  the  general  conditiwis  found 
there  as  affecting  the  use  and  purchase  of  machinery.  It  gives,  with 
some  fullness,  the  latest  available  statistics  for  the  imports  of  ma- 
chinery and  related  classes  of  manufactured  products,  discusses  the 
character  and  methods  of  the  machinery  trade,  and  describes  in  de- 
tul  the  equipment  of  the  chief  plants  and  establishments  in  the  pre- 
domiaaiit  indastry  or  industries  of  each  market. 

Copies  of  Special  Agents  Series  No.  118,  "  Markets  for  Machinery 
and  Machine  Tools  in  Peru,  Bolivia,  and  Chile,"  may  be  procured 
from  the  superintaid«»t  of  documents,  Government  I*rinting  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  C<nnmeroe,  at  10  cents  each. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Toreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ttw  Teik,  >«oai  4M  United  States  Cnstomheuse;  Bosten,  ei^teenth  floor 
Vailed  State*  Cestwailiovse;  €hiceco,  i04  Fedeiml  Bolldli^;  St.  LeuU,  402  Third 
tattamU  Beak  BviUUnc;  Atlaata,  Ml  Feet  Office  Building;  Sew  Oxleasi,  1020 
ffibemia  Bank  Bnilding;  Saa  IVmiieiBce,  807  United  States  Cnstombonse;  Seattle, 
SM  Henry  Bvlldinr.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
a«w;  CfaHtanatt,  Chawfcer  «t  Oesmeroe;  Asst.  Qeni  Frt.  Agt,  C.  H.  0.  A  T.  P. 
ty.  Ce.,  CfeMtaaati;  Let  Aaffelet,  Chamber  •(  Comnteree;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
meiee;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Sonthera 
ly.  Ooi,  Cfcatlaauoga,  TnoL. 
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FOKEiaN  TRADE  OPPOBTUinnES. 

Beeerved  addressvs  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  B«re«a  and  Its  dUtrlet  oBeea.  Beoaeat 
for  eacb  opportunity  Bbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportnnltr  aivnabra. 
The  Bureau  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precantions  should  be  taken  in  ali  cases. 

Foodstuffs,  furniture,  automobiles,  etc..  No.  21941. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  that  a  business  man  from  Argentina  Is  now  In  this  country 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  agencies  for  Chile  and  Argentina  from  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  foodstuffs,  oils,  paper,  chemicals,  furniture,  bags  and 
bagging,  notions,  leather,  coal,  cement,  agricultural'  machinery,  automo- 
biles, structural  steel,  rails,  locomotives,  railway  cars,  and  rubber  goods. 
References. 

Sheet  copper,  No.  21942. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland  r^wrts 
that  a  manufacturer  of  household  and  kitchen  utensils,  bath  stoves,  sani- 
tary Installations,  etc.,  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities 
of  sheet  copper.  Cable  quotations,  c.  1.  f.,  port  of  entry,  in  francs,  are 
desired.    Reference. 

Cereals,  etc.,  No.  21943. — A  man  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  exporters  of  cereals 
and  Importers  of  olive  ol),  chick-peas,  etc.  Correspondence  preferably  In 
Spanish. 

Taximeters,  No.  21944. — A  firm  In  Cuba  writes  that  It  desires  to  purchase  taxi- 
meters for  use  on  ordinary  taxicabs. 

General  merchandise.  No.  21945. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  a  Arm  having  offices  In  Scandinavian  cities  and  New  York  City  deelres 
to  represent,  on  a  commission  basts,  American  manufacturers  of  general 
merchandise,  with  a  view  to  Introducing  their  products  In  all  European 
countries.     References. 

Machinery,  No.  21946. — A  man  In  the  Uiilte<l  States  writes  that  he  has  an 
inqtilry  from  South  America  for  inochinery  for  making  tin-foil  bottle  caps 
for  wine  bottles,  machinery  for  making  castor  oil,  and  machinery  for 
making  cardboard  boxes  for  the  druggist's  trade. 

Dolls,  toys,  etc..  No.  21947. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  writes 
that  he  has  received  Inquiries  regarding  American  manufacturers  of  dolls, 
toys,  play  carts,  wagons,  velocipetles,  etc.,  with  a  view  of  purchasing  for  the 
Christmas  tjrode.  Catalogues  and  wholesale  price  lists,  f.  o.  b.  New  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  or  place  of  manufacture,  should  be  sent  to  the  con- 
sulate. 

Coal  mining  machinery.  No.  21948. — A  man  In  England  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  sf»ecialties  suitable  for  the  large  colliery  engineering  firms  in 
the  coal-iuining  districts  of  England.  Quotations  may  be  c.  I.  f.  destination 
or  f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment.    References  furnished  on  request 

Cocoa  beans,  rubber,  etc..  No.  21949. — A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  that 
a  man  In  Africa  desires  to  communicate  with  American  importers  of  cocoa 
l)eans,  palm  oil,  palm  kernels,  rubber,  etc. 

Paper,  No.  210r)0. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that  n  firm 
ill  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
of  i)aper  for  printing,  paraffin  paper,  and  sulphurized  paper.  Correspond- 
ence In  English. 

Hals  and  woolen  knit  goods.  No.  21951. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  In  Chile  writes  that  a  firm  In  that  country  desires 
to  be  placed  in  toucli  with  American  manufacturers  of  hats  and  woolen 
knit  goods.    Correspondence  preferably  in  Spanish. 

Machinery,  No.  21952. — A  man  in  Greece  desires  to  receive  Immediately  cata- 
logues and  price  lists  from  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for 
making  tanning  extract. 
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EXFOBTS  FBOM  BIEUflHGHAH  TO  XmiTED  STATES. 

I  Consul  i^jimacl  M.  Taylor,  Birmingham,  Kngland,  July  13.1 

A  comparison  of  the  value  of  exports  from  the  Birmingham  con- 
sular district  to  the  United  States  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1915,  shows  an  increase 
of  $244,371.  The  gain  was  largely  in  carpets,  glass  manufactures, 
filling  tackle,  needles,  rabbit  skins,  and  golf  balls. 

The  total  value  of  the  shipments  for  the  first  half  of  1916  was 
$1,801,771,  against  $1,557,400  for  the  first  half  of  1915. 

ACTIVITT  OF  THE  SWISS  WATCH  IHDUSTBY. 

(Consul  Walter  H.  Schuiz,  Berne.  July  7.] 

Surprising  activity  in  the  Swiss  watch  industry  is  revealed  by 
the  country°s  export  returns  for  the  first  three  months  of  1916. 
Almost  every  branch  of  the  industry,  according  to  the  figures  at 
hand,  show  good  increases.  In  every  instance  the  1915  figures  are 
exceeded  from  00  to  300  per  cent.  The  trade  appears  not  onfy  to  have 
resumed  normal  proportions,  but  promises  to  establish  a  new  record 
for  the  industry,  as  the  following  figures  show : 


Watches. 

1914 

Xumbtr. 
328,880 

f45.22S 
71,951 
28.103 

1,805.370 
730.894 
211,402 
5,591 
551, «»l 
099,607 

1915 

yumbfT. 
250.932 

415.283 
13. 125 

5,870 

1,751,980 

450.550 

73,707 

2,747 

51,105 

<>  06,882 

1916 

FinislMd  movements 

.Va»>6<r. 
456,938 

506  766 

Cases: 

Nickel 

Silver 

.%376 

Oold ■. 

10,869 

Watdies: 

or  base  metal               

SOvar 

771  312 

Gold 

169,450 

4.937 

145,349 

a  80,159 

Chrooographs 

Pinhlnd  mrti 

a  Founds. 

The  Swiss  assay  office  announces  that  156,220  gold  watches  were 
assayed  during  the  June  quarter  of  .1916,  as  compared  with  59,916 
during  the  same  period  last  year;  silver  watches,  694,257,  as  com- 
pared with  291,816;  and  platinum  watches,  802,  against  170. 
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TTJBSISH  ATTTHOHmEa  T^IlEE  CHAEfflB  OF  BAKEBIES. 

[8ecretai7  to  Embassr  Hoffman  PhUlp,  Constantinople,  Jone  7.] 

An  Ottoman  law  proyides  for  the  management  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  local  authorities  of  flour  mills  and  bakeries ;  for  maximum 
prices  of  all  food  supplies ;  and  for  the  punishment  of  all  persons 
who  may  fail  to  comply  with  the  regulations  established  in  regard 
to  the  distribution  of  K)od  supplies  to  the  population  of  cities  and 
towns.  An  incidental  provision  is  that  this  law  shall  be  in  force 
only  so  long  as  the  extraordinary  situation  caused  by  the  present  war 
shall  continue.    Among  the  articles  in  the  law  are  the  following: 

Those  who  persist  In  hiding  foodstuffs  nnd  articles  of  first  necessity,  or  who 
close  their  shops  or  the  places  where  such  articles  are  stored  with  the  Idea  of 
not  selling  them,  shall  In  addition  to  being  punished  by  Imprisonment  or  fine, 
have  their  property  seized  by  the  prefecture  of  tlie  city  or  by  the  municipalities 
and  have  It  sold  at  auction,  the  proceeds  being  turned  over  to  the  owner. 

Heads  of  families  who  show  more  than  the  number  of  persons  In  tiieir 
families,  and  those  persons  who  unknowingly  supply  mistaken  information  to 
the  questions  asked  by  the  authorities  and  who  do  not  give  notice  within  tliree 
days  of  any  discrepancies  entered  in  the  "  vessikas,"  shall  be  condemned  to  a 
fine  of  from  1  lira  to  5  liras. 

In  case  bakers  do  not  use  the  flour  whicli  has  been  distributed  to  them  for 
the  preparation  of  bread  and  sell  the  same,  or  in  case  they  use  it  or  mix  it 
in  a  manner  improper  for  the  preparation  of  bread,  they  shall  be  punished  by 
a  fine  of  from  5  Itras  to  100  llras,  or  by  Imprisonment  from  one  month  to  one 
year,  and  in  case  they  repeat  the  offense  the  shall  be  prevented  from  carrying 
on  their  trade. 

Those  persons  who  do  not  follow  the  regulations  which  shall  be  establislied 
by  the  officials  charged  by  the  prefecture  of  the  city  or  by  the  municipalities 
with  distribution,  or  those  who  oppose  or  ridicule  the  recommendations  of  such 
officials,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  from  1  to  10  liras,  or  by  Imprisonment  of 
24  hours  to  1  week. 


SHIFBITILBING  PLANT  ON  THE  BBISTOL  CHANNEL. 

(Consul  Lorin  H.  Lathrop,  CardllT,  Wales,  Jaljr  0.] 

Tlie  Bristol  Channel  has  not  developed  a  shipbuilding  industry, 
although  many  thousands  of  vessels  are  annually  repaired  in  the 
numerous  dry  docks  and  pontoons  of  the  Welsh  ports.  A  heavy  coal 
production,  a  developed  steel  industry,  and  cheap  waterside  sites 
are  conditions  that  invite  shipbuilding;  but  capital  has  not  been 
forthcoming  because  of  the  difficulties  in  attracting  skilled  labor 
from  the  Clyde  and  other  shipbuilding  districts.  A  company  has  now 
been  formed,  however,  to  build  ships  at  the  meeting  of  the  waters  of 
the  Severn  Kiver,  the  Wye  River,  and  the  Bristol  Channel.  Al- 
though its  capital  is  only  $1,460,000,  the  project  is  especially  interest- 
ing for  several  reasons.  It  will  build  standardized  ships,  thus  insur- 
ing economy  of  construction  and  rapid  production.  It  will  endeavor 
to  train  a  special  class  of  labor. 

It  will  almost  certainly  be  followed  by  other  shipbuilding  plants 
in  the  future,  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  beginning  of  an  im- 
portant Bristol  Channel  industry.  In  full  operation,  the  Standard 
Shipbuilding  and  Engineering  Co.,  whose  secretary  is  Mr.  John 
Paterson,  112  Fenchurch  Street,  Londoni,  E.  C,  expects  to  employ 
2,000  workingmen,  and  to  turn  out  steel  freight  steamers  of  a  mini- 
mum dead-weight  capacity  of  5,000  tons.  Foundation  work  will 
begin  immediately,  and  a  dozen  building  slips  will  ultimately  be 
laid  down.    The  time  of  construction  is  estimated  at  three  years. 
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1TSE  OF  imtE  AHD  FEBTIUZEBS  IH  NEW  ZEALAND. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  A,  Wiusloir,  .Vuckland,  June  20.1 

The  agricultural  interests  of  New  Zealand,  backed  by  the  Xe\v 
Zealand  Government,  arc  devoting  much  attonti(  n  to  the  study  of 
the  treatment  of  various  soils  in  order  to  get  the  best  possible  re- 
sults. Tlie  soils  of  Xew  Zealand  vary  materially  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  Some  lack  sufficient  quantities  of  lime,  contaming 
too  much  acid,  and  must  be  treated  before  nonio  of  the  more  at- 
tractiAo  crrpj  crnbc  grown.  For  liming  ii:c  ,.,.1  laif;i>  lime.stone- 
grinding  plants  are  located  in  many  sections.  The  soils  demanding 
it  are  treated  by  spreading  from  500  j^ounds  to  4  tons  j)er  acre,  ac- 
cording to  the  quality  of  the  soil.  This  is  dene  by  machinery  with 
excellent  results. 

FertiUzers  of  Various  Sorts  Extensively  TTsed. 

Fertilizers  also  are  extensively  used,  the  imports  for  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1916,  amounting  to  134,002  tons,  against  130,599 
tons  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  Imports  of  fertilizers  of 
various  sorts  during  these  two  years,  from  the  chief  sources  of 
supply,  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds,  were :  Bone  dust,  9,424  in  1915  and 
11,688  in  the  year  ended  March  31,  1916;  superphosphates,  50,743 
and  58,088;  rock  phosphate,  23,934  and  51,510;  basic  slag,  29,165 
and  10^79;  nitrate  of  soda,  33  and  50;  iron  sulphate,  21  and  155. 

Lime  is  classified  under  New  Zealand  tariff  Item  No.  271  and 
enters  free  of  duty  from  all  countries,  excejiting  a  war  tax  of  1 
per  cent  ad  valorem.  Fertilizers  are  classified  under  Item  No.  462 
and  also  enter  free  from  all  countries,  with  the  exception  of  the 
special  1  per  cent  war  tax. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  fertilizers  In  New  Zealand  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  I>omestlc  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
ffle  No.  78549.] 

SHIPPING  AT  LIVEBPOOL. 

[Consul  Horace  Lee  Wnahingfon,  Liverpool.  Knglaud,  July  ILJ 

Comparative  statistics,  showing  the  number  and  tonnage  of  ves- 
sels that  have  paid  rates  to  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbor  Board, 
together  with  the  amount  of  rates  and  dues  received  on  vessels  and 
goods  for  the  past  two  years,  are  now  available.  From  these  it  a\> 
pears  that  the  number  or  vessels  paying  tonnage  and  harbor  rates  for 
the  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  was  18.742  as  against  22,562  in  the 
previous  vear,  a  decrease  of  3.820.  The  total  tonnage  of  these  ves- 
sels in  1916  was  15,679,943,  as  compared  with  18,980.!)!  3,  a  decreiisc 
of  3,300,970  tons.  These  figures  represent  the  total  net  register  ton- 
nage of  vessels  paying  rates  to  the  board  inward  or  outward,  as  the 
case  may  be.  To  arrive  at  the  total  tonnage  that  entered  and  the 
total  tonnage  that  left  the  River  Mersey,  it  is  necessary  to  double 
the  figures.  The  approximate  total  tonnage  inward  and  outward 
for  the  year  just  ended  would,  therefore,  be  31,359,886  tons.  The 
aggregate  rates  and  dues  received  on  vessels  and  goods  are  given  as 
$7,245,137  for  the  year  just  ended,  as  against  $8,196,252  for  the 
previous  year,  showing  a  decrease  of  $951,115. 
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nrcBEASE  nr  bitssian  ihpoets  fboh  tjhited  states. 

[Compiled   in   tbe   Burcaa   of   Foreign   and   Domestic   Commerce,   from   auaslan   official 

staUstica,] 

Imports  into  European  Russia  from  the  United  States  amounted 
to  $28,000,000  during  the  first  three  months  of  1916,  as  against  $902,- 
000  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  The  following  table  shows 
the  principal  articles  imported  into  European  Russia  from  the 
United  States  during  the  two  periods  mentioned : 


Articles. 

Ian.1- 
Apr.1,1915. 

Jan.  1- 
Apr.  1,1918. 

Articles. 

Ian. 1- 
Apr.  1,1915. 

Jan.l- 
Apr.l,  19K. 

Hides  and  skins,  dressed. . 
Nitrate  o(  soda 

$26,000 

$1,174,000 
1,443,000 
6,329,000 
515,000 
1,204,000 
1,074,000 

882,000 
1,121,000 
3,788,000 

Various  metal  manubc- 

t.'iOO 

133,000 
33,000 

$813,000 

18,000 

Uachinerv  of  iron  and 
steel..... 

Nickel 

680,009 
1,153,000 

Lead 

SOO 
4,000 

1,000 

Automobiles 

Zinc 

Motor  trucks  and  auto- 
mobile chassis. 

2,958,000 

378,000 
303,000 

1,854,000 

Iron  and  steel  wire 

All  otiMt  articles 

4,091,000 

Wire  manolaotures 

1,000 

Total  

9oa,ooo 

28.078,000 

Exports  to  the  United  States  from  European  Russia  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1916  were  valued  at  $146,000,  of  which  $141,000  worth  were 
bristles.  There  were  no  exports  from  European  Russia  to  the  United 
States  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1915. 

During  the  first  two  months  of  1916  the  total  import  trade  at 
Vladivostok  amounted  to  $55,169,000,  as  against  $10,636,000  in  the 
first  two  months  of  1915  and  $1,627,000  in  the  first  two  months  of 
1914,  Exports  were  valued  at  $1,633,000  in  the  1916  period,  $261,000 
in  the  1915  period,  and  $84,000  in  the  1914  period.  In  the  import 
trade  at  Vladivostok  for  the  first  two  months  of  1916  the  share  of  the 
United  States  was  about  50  per  cent.  The  principal  articles  imported 
from  the  United  States,  and  their  value,  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

Jan.  1  to 
Mar.  1, 1910. 

Articles. 

Jan.  1  to 
Mar.  1,1916. 

Steel  in  bars,  rails,  etc 

$3,539,000 

3,571,000 

3,308,000 

631,000 

790,000 

3,422,000 

Frelffht  cars  and  tank  cars 

$3,000,001 
4,761,000 
3,080,000 
2,434,000 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures 

Woolen  textiles 

Barbed  wire  and  wire  nails 

All  other  articles    

Machines  of  iron  and  steel 

Total 

27,485,000 

CHUirESE  TBADE  SCHOOL  TO  HAVE  PAPEB  FLAirC. 

American  machinery  manufacturers  may  be  able  to  obtain  orders 
for  paper-making  equipment,  as  a  result  of  a  visit  to  this  country  by 
the  director  of  the  industrial  department  of  the  Chinese  Y.  M.  0.  A. 
at  Chengtu,  West  China.  This  institution  proposes  to  teach  paper 
making  to  the  natives  in  the  large  trade  school  and  it  is  planning  to 
put  in  a  complete  plant  large  enough  to  produce  paper  for  the  use  of 
the  school  and  give  practical  instruction  on  the  subject  to  the  pupils. 

The  director  of  the  industrial  department  on  his  visit  to  this 
country  inspected  the  paper  laboratory  of  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Standards,  and  the  bureau  has,  in  turn,  been  interested  in  bringing 
the  opportunity  presented  to  the  attention  of  American  machinery 
manufacturers. 
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THE  COAL  SITTJATION  IN  SFAIH. 

(Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  June  20.] 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  distribution  of  coal  throughout  Spain, 
a  royal  decree  was  published  on  June  17  authorizing  the  presenta- 
tion to  the  Cortes  of  a  biU  by  which  coal  will  be  included  in  the 
materials  referred  to  in  the  law  of  February  18,  which  empowers 
the  Government,  whenever  exceptionnl  circumstances  render  such 
8  course  necessaiy  in  the  interest  of  the  national  food  supply  or 
the  maintenance  of  industries  or  agriculture,  to  adopt  measures  for 
the  adequate  provisioning  of  the  country.  The  Government  is  now 
putting  into  practice  all  means  practicable  to  obtain  the  rapid  de- 
velopment of  Spanish  coal  mines.  The  project  to  construct  sec- 
ondary lailroads  is  hoped  to  help  in  bringing  to  the  mines  new 
transjjort  facilities.  Other  plans  arc  under  consideration  for  the 
intensification  of  mining,  which  will  require  some  time  to  put  into 
execution,  while  the  proposed  law  is  directed  to  the  needs  of  the 
moment,  particularly  in  creating  a  national  board  to  cooperate  in 
providing  necessary  supplies  of  coal. 
Suppress  Tremituiu  on  CoaL 

Another  royal  decree,  also  published  on  June  17,  authorizes  tlic 
presentation  to  the  Spanish  Parliament  of  a  bill  to  suppress  pre- 
miums on  coal.  By  a  law  of  June  14, 1909,  a  premium  of  30  centimes 
($0,054)  a  ton  was  allowed  for  maritime  sliipments  of  domestic  coal 
for  export  or  coastwise  distribution.  This  was  done  to  encourage 
mining  then  suffering  from  competition  with  foreign  coal.  Whet 
the  law  was  enacted  in  1909  coal  cost  $3.96  to  $4.32  a  metric  ton 
of  2,204.6  pounds,  whereas  now  the  price  is  two  to  three  times  higher, 
in  fact  sufficiently  remunerative  for  the  State  to  withdraw  its  assist- 
ance. The  amount  distributed  by  the  Government  in  premium - 
annually  was  about  $65,000  up  to  1915,  in  which  year  it  increased  to 
$70,567. 

AMEBICAIT  COHSVLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respecti-io 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  persc.nul 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  .for  correspondence,  and  excejn 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Port. 

Expira- 
tion ol 
venue. 

Address. 

Aug.  li 
Aug.  10 
Sept.    5 
Aug.    a 
Sept.    1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.   1 
Oct.     1 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  T>  c, 
121  West  Cliarlotto  Street,  Norfoll,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Albany,  One. 
CarroUton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar  Pa 

Cooke  A   B       

Patras,  Greece 

nuddersfieM,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  SouUi 
Atriea. 

Breslau,  Qermsny 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica.... 

Hale,F  D 

Fisher  Fred  D  

Uasteraoo,  William  W 

Sdtzir  HarrrO 

Btker,  E.  Carlton 

Apartment  No.  75,  The  Brunswlcl>-, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue   A   and   Fonrteooth   Street, 

Bayonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
Do 

T«w«U,JoluiF 

Ecnipflrf  Orftbam  H... ....•*. 

Erfurt  Germamr 

Niamia  Falls/ciJiada. 
Fort  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Qooifier,  Jamas  B ».. 

Haselthie,  Ross  

27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
DepartmentoC  State,  Washington,  D.a 
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BAIISOAD  COHSTBirCTKHr  IN  ABaSHTIHA. 

(Consul  Wtllinm  Dawson,  Jr.,  Bosarlo,  June  0.] 

The  Administration  of  State  Railways  is  at  present  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  six  lines  in  this  district.  According  to  a  recent  re- 
port, the  situation  of  these  lines  was  as  follows  on  April  1, 1916 : 

The  branch  from  Pichanal  to  Oran,  Province  of  Salta,  will  hare 
a  total  length  of  17.4  miles.  (It  should  be  noted  that  sections  of  this 
as  well  as  some  of  the  other  lines  named  below  have  already  been 
provisional!}'  opened  to  traffic.)  The  roadbed  has  been  completed 
and  the  track  laid  for  the  entire  line.  Lifting  is  also  practically 
completed.  The  telegraph  line  is  ready.  Of  60  oridges  and  culverte 
with  a  clear  span  of  less  than  10  meters  (32.8  feet),  36. have  been 
finished.  A  bridge  with  6  spans  of  60  meters  (164  feet)  each  is  being 
built  over  the  Colorado  River.  Excavating  for  the  foundations  of 
two  abutments  and  a  pillar  has  been  completed. 

Branch  from  Hari  to  San  Javier — Catamarea  to  Tncuman. 

The  branch  line  from  Nare  to  San  Javier,  Province  of  Santa  Fe, 
will  be  45  miles  in  length.  The  roadbed  has  been  completed  and 
entirely  fenced  in.  Forty-one  miles  have  been  boxed  in  and  bal- 
lasted. A  two-wire  telegraph  line  has  been  completed,  as  well  as  28 
out  of  58  cidverts  and  bridges  with  a  clear  span  of  less  than  10 
meters  ([32.8  feet). 

The  line  from  Catamarea  to  Tucuman  will  have  a  total  length  of 
115  milea  Thus  far  the  construction  of  only  7.5  miles  has  been 
authorized.  The  roadbed,  track,  fencing,  and  telegraph  have 
been  completed  on  this  section.  Of  13  culverts  and  bridges  with 
a  clear  span  of  less  than  10  meters,  10  have  been  built. 

A  bridge  with  three  spans  of  50  meters  each  is  being  constructed 
over  the  River  del  Valle.    The  pillars  and  abutments  are  ready  and 
the  girders  are  being  prepared. 
Branch  from  Talapampa  to  Alemania. 

The  branch  line  from  Talapampa  to  Alemania,  Province  of  Salta, 
will  be  6.8  miles  long.  The  roadbed  has  been  completed  and  the 
track  laid.  The  telegraph  line  is  also  ready  and  5.6  miles  of  road 
have  been  fenced  in.  The  ballasting  of  6.2  miles  has  been  completed. 
Plans  call  for  61  culverts  and  bridges  with  a  clear  span  of  less  than 
10  meters,  of  which  40  have  been  finished.  Seven  works  with  a  span 
of  over  10  meters  are  under  construction.  These  include  a  bridge 
with  a  span  of  30  meters  (98.4  feet)  over  the  Ayuco  River,  another 
with  three  spans  of  50  meters  (164  feet)  each  over  the  Guachipas 
River,  and  a  third  with  a  span  of  30  meters  over  an  arm  of  the 
Alemania  River.  Work  on  a  bridge  with  three  spans  of  50  meters 
each  over  the  Alemania  River  itself  has  not  yet  been  commenced. 
Branch  from  Metan  to  the  East — ^Kilagro  to  Quines. 

The  branch  from  Metan  (Province  of  Salta)  to  the  East  will 
have  a  total  length  of  150  miles,  of  which  37.3  miles  are  being  built 
at  present.  The  roadbed  is  ready  up  to  28.6  miles  and  12.4  miles  of 
track  have  been  laid.  A  little  less  than  2  miles  of  track  have  been 
lifted  and  boxed  in.  Fencing  has  been  completed  for  11.2  miles  and 
the  telegraph  line  for  21.7  miles.  Forty-one  culverts  and  bridges 
with  a  clear  span  of  less  than  10  meters  have  been  finished. 
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This  branch,  when  completed,  will  meet  the  liiie  running  west- 
ward through  the  Chaco  from  Resistencia. 

The  branch,  from  Mi^agro  (La.  Rioja)  to  Quines  (San  Luis)  will 
have  a  total  length  of  85.6  miles,  divided  into  two  sections  of  31 
miles  and  54.6  nules,  respectively.  Plans  for  the  first  section  have 
been  approved,  and  nearly  4  miles  of  roadbed  have  been  completed. 
As  soon  as  the  remaining  plans  are  approved  work  will  be  com- 
menced on  the  second  section. 


RAILWAY  NOTES  FOB  NOBTHEEN  ABGENTINA. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  ]r.,  Rosarlo,  Jane  0.] 

The  Government  has  approved  the  budget  of  the  Central  Norte 
and  Argentino  del  Norte  (State)  lines  for  1916.  The  estimates 
provide  for  a  total  expenditure  of  $6,767,818,  of  which  $4,562,955 
IS  for  salaries  and  $2,204,863  for  general  expenses.  The  estimates 
represent  an  economy  of  $634,284  as  compared  with  those  for  1915. 

By  a  decree  of  May  20,  1916,  the  Argentine  Government  has  de- 
clared forfeited  the  uncompleted  section  of  the  conces.sion  granted 
to  the  Argentine  Northeastern  Railway  Co.  for  a  branch  line  giving 
access  to  Concepcion  del  Uruguay,  Entre  Rios. 

By  a  decree  of  May  20,  1916,  the  National  Government  has  ap- 
proved the  plans  for  a  new  railway  station  to  be  erected  at  Con- 
cepcion del  Uruguay  by  the  Argentme  Northeastern  Railway  Co. 

By  a  decree  of  May  26,  1916,  the  National  Government  has  ap- 
proved the  agreement  by  which  the  Entre  Rios  Railways  Co.  will 
operate  under  a  three  years'  lease  the  section  of  the  Diamante- 
Curuzii  Cuatia  (Stiate  in  part)  line  from  Puerto  Diamante  to  Kilo- 
meter 4.  The  section  covered  by  this  decree  had  not  been  included 
in  a  previous  working  agreement  on  account  of  the  necessity  of 
making  certain  repairs. 

BITSSIAH  COHMEBCIAI  HIGH  SCHOOL  IN  MONGOLIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Felix  Colo,  I'ctrograd,  June  27.] 

A  Russian  commercial  high  school,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Ministi'v  of  Trade  and  Industry,  has  just  been  foimded  at  Urga, 
the  capital  of  Mongolia,  which  city  will  soon  be  connected  with  the 
Transsiberian  Railroad  by  a  branch  line  from  A'^erkhne  to  Udinsk 
in  the  Transbaikal  Territory.  The  following  subjects  will  l)o 
taught:  Orthodox  religion,  Russian  language  and  literature,  iiis- 
tory,  geography,  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry,  an- 
ahtical  geometry,  cosmography,  natural  history,  physics,  comme:*- 
cial  arithmetic,  bookkeeping,  commercial  correspondence  in  Rus- 
sian and  foreign  languages,  political  economy,  Russian  commercial 
and  industrial  law,  chemistry,  analysis  and  classification  of  goods 
and  samples,  and  the  MongoUan,  English,  and  French  languages. 

The  school  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  320  students.  It  is 
open  to  boys  only,  and  the  attendance  of  Mongolians  is  specially 
encouraged.  The  entrance  age  is  fixed  at  10  to  12  years.  Graduates 
receive  the  usual  honorary  titles  and  the  rights  in  regard  to  en- 
tering the  Imperial  services  that  are  allowed  graduates  of  other 
commercial  institutions. 
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SIXinHO  ICACHIHEBT  DT  ASGESTDTA. 

[Special  Agent  Frank  H.  Voo  Hotx.] 

About  1906  an  extensive  campaign  for  the  sale  of  grain  drills 
was  inaugurated  by  the  large  importing  houses  in  Buenos  Aires. 
This  lead  was  followed  by  houses  of  lesser  importance  in  Buenos 
Aires  and  also  by  houses  in  Rosario.  The  farmers  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  sow  their  crops  with  broadcast  sowers  or  by  hand  and 
were  slow  to  adopt  the  grain  drill.  However,  after  a  few  drills 
had  been  sold  in  each  important  agricultural  district  and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  farmers  had  been  attracted  to  the  neatness  of  the  work, 
the  general  evenness  of  the  resulting  stand,  and  the  fact  that  the 
seeds  were  sown  to  an  imiform  depth  and  immediately  covered  so 
that  the  birds  coidd  not  eat  them,  a  demand  for  variotis  kinds  of 
drills  arose,  which  increased  by  leaps  and  boimds  until  1912.  In 
some  years  more  than  5,000  drills  were  sold,  90  per  cent  of  them 
coming  from  the  United  States  and  the  remainder  from  Canada. 

The  unsettled  conditions  that  have  prevailed  since  1912  in  many 
parts  of  the  country^  the  partial  crop  failures  in  some  districts  for 
two  or  three  successive  years,  and  the  return  of  much  land  to  pas- 
ture as  the  result  of  crop  failures  have  all  had  an  adverse  effect  on 
the  sale  of  grain  drills,  and  orders  to  American  manufacturers  have 
become  smaller  and  smaller.  The  amalgamation  of  a  number  of 
independent  American  factories  and  the  sale  of  others  to  large 
manufacturing  interests  have  also  affected  the  trade.  Now,  how- 
ever, the  large  stocks  that  have  been  carried  over  by  some  firms 
have  been  greatly  reduced,  and  it  is  the  concensus  of  opinion  that 
the  stocks  on  hand  will  be  entirely  exhausted  during  the  present 
season. 

Xlad  of  Drills  Used. 

The  majority  of  the  drills  sold  in  this  market  are  equipped  with  a 
well-trussed  square  pipe  frame.  There  is  a  tendency  to  make  the 
machines  lighter,  and  it  has  been  stated  that  several  manufacturers 
will  design  new  angle-iron  frames  to  take  the  place  of  those  now 
used.  Double-run  feed  is  preferred  in  nearly  all  districts,  but  many 
fluted  force-feed  drills  have  been  sold  and  will  continue  to  be  sold 
in  the  southern  and  southwestern  districts  of  the  country.  The  most 
popular  opener  is  the  single-disk  type,  and  much  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  construction  of  sand  and  dust-proof  disk  bearings. 

Shoe  drills  are  popular  in  two  sizes  only — 17  and  22  furrows. 
Hoe  drills  and  double-disk  drills  are  not  popular.  Drills  are  used 
only  for  sowing  small  grains,  and  therefore  do  not  have  to  be  con- 
structed to  handle  corn,  beans,  or  other  large  seeds.  Wide-tire 
wooden  wheels  with  large  hubs  and  hard-oil  grease  cups  are  in 
general  demand.  Simple  change-speed  gear  drives  are  essential  to 
the  success  of  a  drill,  and  the  parts  must  be  combined  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  wiU  not  wear  quickly  or  be  easily  broken.  The 
construction  of  a  very  simple,  thoroughly  efficient,  change-speed 
gear  is,  next  to  a  no-sag  frame,  the  point  requiring  the  greatest 
attention  in  designing  a  drill  for  this  country. 

The  grain  hopper  should  be  so  constructed  that  it  can  be  used  for 
sowing  alfalfa  by  the  simple  addition  of  the  proper  size  cups  inserted 
into  one-half  of  the  stationary  seed  cup,  the  other  half  being  closed 
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with  a  gate.  Auziiiaty  hoppers  for  sowing  alfalfa  at  the  same  time 
that  the  grain  is  soTm  should  also  be  furnished  when  requested. 
Many  taiants  rent  a  tract  of  land  for  growing  small  grain  for  a 
period  of  fire  years^  with  the  understanding  that  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  they  will  return  the  land  to  the  owner  sown  to  alfalfa. 
"Dierefore,  in  the  fifth  season  they  want  to  sow  the  principal  grain 
and  tiie  alfalfa  seed  at  the  same  time. 

Zqvipineiit  of  ItaiUs — Broadcast  Sowert. 

The  usual  equipment  consists  of  eveners  of  the  proper  size,  spiral 
ribbon  grain  tubes,  and  covering  chains.  Both  6  and  7  inch 
feeds  are  used,  but  the  former  is  preferred.  The  large  importers 
generally  confine  their  purchases  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  sizes 
to  simplify  repair  stocks.  Each  drill  should  be  supplied  with  a 
comfortable  seat.  The  drills  in  demand,  in  addition  to  the  shoe 
drills  mentioned,  are  14,  17,  20,  22,  and  24  furrow  single-disk  drills. 
There  is  no  market  for  one-horse  or  fertilizer  drills,  and  only  an  oc- 
casional call  for  gang  press  wheel  attachments. 

There  is  an  annual  demand  for  about  1,500  broadcast  sowers  in 
this  country,  the  wide-track  14-foot  force-feed  sower  with  steel  wheels 
being  the  most  popular  style.  An  auxiliary  grass  seeder  for  sowing 
alfalfa  is  much  in  demand.  A  two-horse  evener  is  regularly  sup- 
plied with  all  sowers.  The  markings  on  land  measures  and  feed 
gauges  for  grain  drills  must  be  in  metric  units. 


ABDinOHS  TO  STEAKBOAT-IHSPECTIOH  8EBVICE. 

The  following  additions  were  made  in  the  inspection  force  in 
the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  on  July  1, 1&16 :  At  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
Tver  Rolseng  and  John  A.  Connelly,  assistant  inspectors  of  hulls, 
and  John  W.  Mark  and  William  T.  Smith,  assistant  inspectors  of 
boilers;  at  Chicago,  111.,  Peter  Larson,  assistant  inspector  of  hulls, 
and  Walter  Greenwood,  assistant  inspector  of  boilers ;  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  William  H.  Stern  and  Frank  J.  McCarty,  assistant  inspectors 
of  hulls,  and  Albert  C.  Brockner  and  Everett  D.  Butler,  assistant 
inspectors  of  boilers ;  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  John  H.  McDonald,  assistant 
inspector  of  hulls,  and  William  H.  Dungan,  assistant  inspector  of 
boilers;  and  at  Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  Dennis  T.  Sullivan,  assistant 
inspector  of  hulls,  and  Abraham  Auld,  assistant  inspector  of  boilers. 
This  makes  a  total  addition  to  the  force  of  assistant  inspectors 
on  the  Great  Lakes  of  14. 


Foreign-Built  Ship  Admitted  to  American  Begistry. 

The  steam  screw  vessel  CUnchdale,  formerly  the  Mexican  steamship 
Pwbla,  has  been  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of 
August  18, 1914.  It  has  been  awarded  the  signal  letters  LGDR  and 
the  official  nomber  214273.  It  was  built  at  Sandef  jord,  Norway,  in 
1902,  and  has  a  tonnage  of  1,430  gross  and  969  net.  Its  home  port 
^  be  New  York.  The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  ad- 
tutted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18, 1914,  is  187 
of  fl23,717  gross  tons,  and  the  number  admitted  since  June  30, 1916,  is 
3  of  1,646  gross  tons. 
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FOBEiaH  TRADE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  estimate  of  6^  billion  dollars  as  the  value  of  American  foreign 
trade  in  the  fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30, 1916,  recently  announced 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of 
Commerce,  is  confirmed  by  complete  returns  which  have  just  been 
tabulated  by  that  office. 

The  year's  exports  aggregated  4,334  million  dollars,  exceeding  by 
more  than  1^  billion  the  huge  total  for  1915  and  by  more  than  2 
billion  dollars  the  annual  average  from  1911  to  1914.  June  alone 
gave  a  total  of  465  million  dollars,  being  slightly  less  than  the  record 
total  of  475  million  for  May,  but  practically  200  million  more  than 
in  June  last  j'ear. 

The  year's  imports  amounted  in  value  to  2,198  million  dollars, 
exceeding  by  524  million  the  1915  total  and  by  476  million  the 
annual  average  from  1911  to  1914.  June  imports  totaled  246  million, 
the,  largest  figure  ever  shown  by  a  single  month.  It  was  17  million 
dollars  larger  than  that  for  May  and  88  million  larger  than  that  for 
June  last  year. 

The  year's  export  balance  reached  the  unequaled  total  of  2,136 
million  dollars,  being  practically  double  that  for  1915  and  more 
than  four  times  that  of  1914,  which  were  1,094  million  and  471 
million  dollars,  respectively.  The  month  of  June  contributed  219 
million  dollars  to  the  favorable  trade  balance  of  the  year,  which 
compares  with  an  export  balance  of  111  million  in  June,  1915,  and 
less  than  a  half  million  dollars'  import  balance  in  June,  1914. 

Of  the  year's  imports  68  per  cent  entered  free  of  dutjjf,  compared 
with  approximately  62  per  cent  in  1915.  Of  the  June  imports  62.<» 
per  cent  were  free  of  duty,  as  against  62.9  per  cent  in  June,  1915. 

The  net  inward  gold  movement  amounted  to  114  million  dollars 
for  June  and  404  million  for  the  year  ending  with  June.  The  pre- 
ceding fiscal  J'ear  showed  a  net  gold  import  of  25  million,  while 
1914  showed  a  net  gold  export  of  45  millioR  doUare.  The  year's 
imports  of  gold  amounted  to  494  million  dollars,  compared  with  172 
million  in  1915  and  67  million  in  1914;  the  year's  exports  of  gold, 
90  million  dollars,  as  against  146  million  in  1915  and  112  million  in 
1914.  Gold  imports  averaged  58  million  dollars  per  month  for  the 
period  from  August  to  December,  1915,  averaged  less  than  13  million 
per  month  for  the  period  from  January  to  May,  1916,  but  in  June 
rose  to  123  million  dollars.  June  exports  of  gold  amounted  to  8^ 
million  dollars,  or  about  3  million  less  than  the  monthly  average 
since  December,  1915. 

Trade  Results  of  Ag^ency  Connectioiis. 

Consul  General  Georgp  H.  Murphy,  at  Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 
is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  that  city  stating  that  as  a 
result  of  agency  connections  made  with  American  houses  following 
the  publication  of  a  notice  in  Commerce  Reports  in  1914,  the  agency's 
sales  of  American  goods  amounted  to  over  $150,000  in  one  year.  The 
principal  articles  were  boots  and  shoes,  underclothing,  wearing  ap- 
parel, dry  goods,  pianos,  electrical  appliances,  shorels,  and  hardware. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBXS.  368 

BOTES  PKOX  WIUJilPEO. 

[Constil  General  Frederick  M.  Eyder,  Wlnnlpee.  Canada,  July  11.] 
SoTcrnment  Orain  Elevator  for  Winmipeg — JCining  Ezchantre. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  railway  department  to  erect 
a  modem  grain  elevator  in  Transcona,  a  suburb  of  Winnipeg,  this 
summer  in  connection  with  the  recently  opened  line  between  Win- 
nipeg and  Moncton,  New  Brimswick  (the  eastern  portion  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Transcontinental  lines),  which  was  recently 
taken  over  by  the  Government  The  cost  of  erection  will  be  about 
$500,000. 

Manitoba  mining  exchange  was  opened  in  Winnipeg  July  1.  Here- 
tofore mining  stock  operations  have  been  transacted  on  the  Montreal 
and  Toronto  exchanges.  The  facilities  include  a  leased  wire  to 
Toronto  and  Montreal  for  the  accommodation  of  dealers  in  eastern 


Kanitoba  QoTemment  Telephones — ^Motion-Plctnre  League. 

Net  earnings  of  the  Manitoba  telephone  system  for  the  first  half 
of  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31  totaled  $242,155,  or  the  equivalent 
of  practically  5  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  Government  investment 
of  $10,761,025.  The  total  revenue  for  May  was  $151,599  and  expenses 
$112,015,  leaving  the  net  for  the  month  at  $39,581. 

An  organization  known  as  the  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors'  League 
is  in  process  of  formation.  It  will  take  in  every  theater  manager  in 
Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta,  the  head  office  being  located 
in  Winnipeg. 

The  association  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  certain 
rights  from  municipalities  and  the  provincial  governments  which 
the  theater  proprietors  consider  they  are  entitled  to.  An  effort  will 
be  made  to  have  a  representative  of  the  organization  on  the  board 
of  censors,  and  also  to  seek  a  reduction  in  excessive  taxes  and  licenses. 
Caaadlam  Snbtidlary  of  Standard  Oil  Co. 

The  phenomenal  expansion  of  the  Imperial  Oil  Co.  has  progressed 
without  attracting  a  great  deal  of  public  attention.  The  original 
capital  was  $1,000,000,  which  was  increased  later  to  $6,000,000; 
about  three  years  ago  the  capital  was  increased  to  $15,000,000,  and 
last  year  the  company's  authorized  capital  was  increased  to  $50,000,- 
000 ;  the  amount  outstanding  at  present  is  $22,000,000.  Last  Decem- 
ber a  stock  dividend  of  100  per  cent  was  declared,  the  dividend  rate 
now  being  12  per  cent  and  the  stock  quoted  at  212  per  cent. 

The  company  has  nearly  600  "  marketing  stations  "  and  owns  tank 
ships,  barges,  and  100  tank  cars,  with  two  up-to-date  refineries  and  a 
third  in  course  of  construction  at  Halifax.  During  the  last  two 
years  about  $1,000,000  has  been  expended  in  completing  its  Van- 
couver plant. 
Snrgioal  Dressings  and  Instrnments — Wool  Crop. 

Wiimipeg  has  been  selected  by  a  representative  of  a  British  con- 
cern as  the  location  of  a  branch  manufactory  of  surgical  dressings 
and  instruments  which  will  give  employment  to  about  600  workers. 

The  proviiicial  minister  of  agriculture  says  that  the  wool  crop 
is  practically  harfested  and  expects  the  Dominion  officials  to  grade 
and  sell  the  product,  realizing  an  average  of  about  30  cents  per 
pound. 
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BATTAN  TSADE  OF  CAHTOir. 

[Tlce  Consul  P.  R.  Josselyn,  Canton.  Cblna,  Mar  26;  see  also  Couubbcb  Bbports  for 

May  12,  1915.] 

According  to  the  best  information  obtainable,  there  is  no  rattan 
grown  in  the  Canton  section  of  southern  China.  The  rattan  used 
here  is  imported  to  a  large  extent  from  Singapore,  but  whether 
it  is  grown  in  the  district  surrounding  Singapore  or  is  imported 
from  other  districts  I  am  unable  to  state  definitely.  I  am  informed, 
however,  that  a  certain  quantity  of  rattan — or  "bejuco,"  as  it  is 
known  in  the  Philippines — is  shipped  from  the  Philippines  to 
Hongkong  through  Singapore  by  Chinese  dealers. 

The  importation  of  rattan  into  Canton  and  Kowloon  during  the 
four  years  1912-1915,  was  as  follows: 


YOiT. 

Canton. 

Kowloon. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Founds. 

Value. 

1912 

5.23fl.0S6 
0,234,833 
5,279,206 
7,906,400 

fH2.467 
ira,3S0 
141, 3S3 
247,687 

742.433 
1.624.833 
2,022,400 
(•) 

121.951 

1J13 

43.82] 

1914      

47, 12.) 

1916. 

(•) 

«  No  retunis. 
Preparation  and  Uses. 

Upon  its  arrival  here,  the  rattan  is  peeled,  split,  and  cored.  This 
work  is  all  done  by  the  Chinese  in  the  villages  in  the  vicinity  of 
Canton.  The  peeling  is  done  by  hand  with  a  sharp  knife,  and  the 
coring  is  accomplished  by  running  the  rattan,  after  being  peeled, 
through  a  perforated  steel  plate  which  rounds  it  to  the  size  desired. 

The  rattan  shavings  (the  small  fibers  coming  out  of  the  perforated 
steel  plate  through  which  the  rattan  is  passed)  are  sold  to  the 
Chinese,  who  use  them  extensively  for  scrubbing  floors  and  cleaning 
windows,  as  well  as  for  stuffing  mattresses  and  chairs.  The  rattan 
peel  is  much  employed  locally  by  the  Chinese  as  a  substitute  for  rope. ' 
It  is  used  to  bind  boxes,  cases,  and  packages  of  all  serts,  also  as  a 
means  of  binding  together  the  bamboos  used  in  scaffolding.  The 
better  grade  is  used  also  in  the  manufacture  of  chairs,  stools,  and 
furniture  of  all  kinds. 

Rattan  core,  or  China  reed,  as  it  is  called,  is  not  used  to  any  great 
extent  by  the  Chinese,  but  is  exported  abroad  in  considerable  quan- 
tities.   This  core  for  the  American  market  is  sorted  on  the  American 
gauge  size ;  the  most  common  sizes  are  Nos.  4,  4^,  6,  5^,  6,  6J,  and  7. 
Prices  and  Exports. 

The  present  prices  of  rattan  core  per  100  pounds  are:  Common, 
$11.25  to  $11.70  gold;  selected,  $20.70;  split,  $24.85.  The  price  has 
risen  enormously  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war.  In  July, 
1914,  rattan  core  sold  at  about  $0.07  gold  per  pound,  c.  i.  f.  New 
York,  while  a  year  later  the  price  ha4  risen  to  $0.18  gold  per  pound. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs,  there 
were  exported  from  Canton  in  1914  383,866  pounds  of  rattan  core, 
pith,  pulp,  and  skin,  valued  at  $25,676 ;  in  1915,  424,533  pounds, 
value,  $21,765.  In  1914  there  was  also  $7,065  worth  of  rattan  ware 
shipped  from  Canton,  but  this  item  does  not  appear  separately  in  the 
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1915  returns.  Howerer,  much  of  the  rattan  sold  here  goes  by  junk, 
hence  is  not  entered  in  the  customs  records  as  exported  from 
Canton.  The  invoices  certified  at  the  Canton  consulate  general 
show  that  in  1914  1,275  bales  (weighing  110  pounds  each)  of  China 
reeds,  valued  at  $20,191,  were  shipped  from  this  district  to  the 
United  States;  in  1915, 11,235  bales,  valued  at  $117,405. 

AHEBICAir  BBISGES  FOB  CHINA. 

[Far  Eastern  Review.] 

Several  new  bridges  have  been  erected  recently  in  Shanghai  and 
its  immediate  neighborhood,  four  being  for  the  Shanghai-Hangchow- 
Ningpo  Railway,  Junction  Line,  including  a  145-foot  span  across 
the  Soochow^  Creek  at  Jessfield.  Another  of  auite  a  new  type  to 
China  is  an  American-design  highway  bridge  wnich  spans  the  same 
creek  in  the  Chapei  district  on  the  Stone  Bridge  Road. 

Less  than  a  year  ago  the  Shanghai-Hangchow-Ningpo  Railway, 
Junction  Line,  placed  an  order  with  the  United  States  Steel  Products 
Co.  for  four  bridges  to  be  made  in  the  shops  of  their  constituent 
cotapany,  the  American  Bridge  Co.,  at  Ambridge,  Pa.  The  com- 
pletion oi  these  bridges  on  schedule  time,  notwithstanding  difficulties 
Drought  about  by  the  war,  has  been  most  gratifying,  for  they  were 
made  in  America,  shipped  to  China,  and  erected  within  11  months 
after  the  order  was  cabled  to  America.  The  accuracy  with  which  all 
the  parts  of  these  bridges  fitted  when  assembled  in  the  field  has  been 
another  source  of  gratification. 

Providons  for  Heavy  Vntnre  Traflo. 

In  anticipation  of  heavy  traffic  in  the  future,  which  may  demand 
a  double  track,  provision  has  been  made  for  carrying  the  second  track 
by  making  one  girder  in  each  bridge  heavier  and  stronger  than  the 
other.  English  practice  rather  than  American  practice  has  been 
followed  in  regard  to  the  height  of  the  truss,  which  is  comparatively 
low,  and  the  panel  length,  which  is  somewhat  shorter  than  customary 
in  America. 

The  new  type  of  bridge  erected  across  Soochow  Creek  connects 
Stone  Bridge  Road  with.  Chapei.  This  is  a  typical  American  high- 
way bridge,  a  substantial  rigid  steel  structure,  but  having  light 
graceful  lines.    The  length  is  200  feet  3  inches. 

This  bridge  was  purchased  under  an  order  from  the  Chapei 
(Chinese)  Municipal  Council,  and  was  manufactured  by  one  of  the 
constituent  companies  of  the  United  States  Steel  Products  Co.  of 
New  York  and  Shanghai.  The  ease  and  rapidity  with  which  it  was 
erected  speaks  well  not  only  for  the  skill  of  the  Chinese  erectors,  but 
also  for  the  type  of  the  structure  and  the  manufacturer's  work. 
It  was  not  assembled  prior  to  shipment,  but  the  accuracy  with  which 
aU  the  parts  came  together  when  assembled  in  the  field  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  It  is,  therefore,  a  good  example  tending  to  illus- 
trate that  American  bridge-shop  methods  insure  accuracy  or  fit  in  the 
field,  even  though  the  bridges  are  not  completely  shop  erected. 

An  American  firm  has  rented  a  factory  building  in  London,  On- 
tario, as  a  Canadian  branch  establishment.  The  company,  which 
manufactures  silk  and  chamoisette  gloves  and  lisle  thread,  will  next 
year  build  a  factory  at  London  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $25,000. 
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WHEAT  HAEVEST  OF  NEW  SOTTTH  WALES. 

[Consnl  General  3.  I.  Brittaln,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Australia,  June  15.] 

The  Compilation  of  the  returns  of  the  actual  results  of  the  1915-16 
wheat  harvest  of  New  South  Wales  is  almost  completed.  AVliile 
estimates  have  been  included  for  several  districts,  the  returns  for 
which  are  not  yet  in,  it  is  ejcpected  that  the  particulars  now  given, 
which  were  made  public  recently  by  the  Government  statistician,  will 
not  be  aflFecte<l  materially  in  the  final  revision. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  results  of  the  harvest  in  the 
previous  season,  the  farmers  sowed  with  wheat  an  area  of  4,190,800 
acres,  against  2,758,025  acres  in  101-1-15  and  3,205,400  acres  in  1913- 
14.  The  grain  production  for  the  season  is  placed  at  67,323.400 
bushels,  contrasted  with  12.830,530  bushels  in  191-1-15  and  38,020.380 
bushels  in  1913-14 ;  or  an  average  yield  of  16  bushels  per  acre,  against 
4.7  bushels  and  11.9  bushels,  respectively,  in  the  two  preceding  years. 
Allowing  15,330,000  bushels  for  local  consumption  and  seed  i-equire- 
ments,  there  will  be  available  nearly  52,000,000  budiels  for  export 
either  as  wheat  or  its  equivalent  in  flour. 


TO  ESTABLISH  LIGHT  AT  ENTEANCE  TO  ST.  CEOIX  EIVEE. 

Several  wrecks  which  have  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Dog  Island, 
at  the  entrance  to  St.  Croix  River,  Me.,  emphasized  the  danger  to 
navigation  existing  there,  and  the  Lighthouse  Service  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Commerce  will  acc[uire  a  site  and  establish  a 
light  for  the  better  guidance  of  shipping  in  that  vicinity. 

As  CcMsiERCE  Reports  has  already  published,  the  Sundry  Civil  Act 
approved  July  1, 1916,  appropriated  $3,500  for  establishing  a  light  at 
or  near  Dog  Island.  The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  at  that  point 
is  about  18  feet.  About  125,000  tons  of  freight  are  carried  annually 
by  this  locality,  in  addition  to  frequent  passenger  service  daily.  The 
light  will  have  acetylene  gas  as  an  illuminant,  with  a  colored  sector, 
on  an  ironwork  structure.  Instructions  have  been  given  by  the 
Lighthouse  Service  that  the  work  be  proceeded  with  as  promptly  as 
possible. 

Members  of  Agricaltnral  Society  of  Chile. 

A  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  members  of  the  Agricultural 
Society  of  Chile  has  been  forwarded  from  Santiago  by  Commercial 
Attache  V.  L.  Havens.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  of  special 
interest  to  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery  and  publishers 
of  farm  periodicals.  The  list  may  be  insi>ected  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.    Refer  to  file  No.  1641. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreigfn  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ITew  Tork,  Koom  400  TTnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  eighteentli  floor 
Vnited  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Pederal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Kational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1090 
Hibernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  307  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Building.  CooperatlTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  K.  0.  A  T.  P. 
Ey.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Son  them 
Ry.  Co.,  Chattsnoogra,  Tenn. 
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FOBEIGir  TBAOS  OPPOBIUBITIES. 

BMcrred  taJwwco  mar  be  oMaliMd  (torn  the  B«rea«  and  Its  dlstrlet  oMeea.  BeqDest 
(or  eadi  opportnnlty  shoald  be  on  a  eeparate  abeet  and  state  opportvnttr  anatlmr. 
Tbe  Bureau  does  not  (nmiab  credit  ratings  or  assnme  responsibility  as  to  tbe  atanding 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Automobile*,  tirei,  plumbitig  rupplie*,  etc..  No.  21953. — A  commercial  agent  of 
tbe  Bureau  reports  that  a  business  man  from  Denmark  Is  now  in  this 
country  for  tbe  purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  wltb  American 
manufacturers  of  plumbing  supplies,  rubber  ties,  automobiles,  auto  trucks, 
motorcycles,  electrical  apparatus,  electrical  novelties,  typewriters,  ofBce 
supplies,  druggists'  supplies,  and  general  merchandise.    References. 

lI'aM  catendar*,  No.  21054.^-An  American  consular  officer  In  Honduras  reports 
that  the  commercial  d^artment  of  a  local  bank  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch 
with  American  manu&cturers  of  wall  calendars  of  the  cheaper  grades. 
Samples  and  price  lists,  with  and  without  printing,  are  desired. 

Textiles,  yam,  colors,  etc..  No.  21955. — A  man  in  Argentina  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufnctiu*ers  of 
advertisiug  novelties,  textiles,  cotton  yarn,  and  aniline  and  other  coloring 
substances  for  the  textile  Industry.  Correspondence  in  Simnlsb.  References. 

Lathes,  No.  21956. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Cktmmerce 
In  England  writes  that  a  firm  in  that  country  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  of  watchmakers'  lathes. 

Lflicn  seed.  No.  21957. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  exporters  of 
grass  seed.  Terms  desired  are :  Se«l  subject  to  examination  as  to  purity  and 
thrift  In  a  municipal  laboratory  before  acceptance ;  payment  to  be  made  on 
receipt.  Quotations  should  be  In  French  ctirrency  and  correspondence  In 
French  language. 

Cotton  goods,  coal,  coke,  shoes,  etc..  No.  ^1958. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  transmits  a  communication  from  a  firm  lu  New  York  City,  with 
offices  In  Greece,  stating  that  a  representative  will  leave  for  that  country 
within  a  short  time  and  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
drugs  and  chemicals,  soaps,  perfumery,  rubbers,  men's  underwear,  cotton 
goods,  shoes,  starch  and  other  corn  products,  electric  lamps  and  fixtures, 
canueil  goods,  hats,  wood  staves,  lumber,  coal,  coke,  boilers,  motors,  and 
engines.    References. 

Forged  and  sheet  steel.  No.  21959. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  forged  and  sheet  steel  for  use  in  connection  with  the 
manufacture  of  boilers  and  foundry  work. 

ilachineru.  No.  21960. — A  firm  In  Canada  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
labeling  machines  for  cans  and  bottles. 

Ketcing  machines.  No.  21961. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Australasia 
writes  that  a  man  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  American  sewing 
machines.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  I.  f.,  If  possible,  or  at  least  f.  o.  b. 
port  of  shipment,  with  the  latest  Information  as  to  cost  of  freight,  in- 
surance, etc. 

yaehinery.  No.  21962. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Venezuela  reports  that 
a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  from  American  manu- 
facturers of  machinery  for  sawing  marble.  Correspondence  In  Spanish  or 
English. 

Hardware,  rubber  goods,  etc..  No.  21963. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
rqwrts  that  a  business  man  from  France  is  now  in  this  country  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers 
of  light  hardware,  such  as  locks,  etc.,  surgical  rubber  goods,  knitting 
needles,  etc.    References. 

Tarpavlins,  No.  21964. — ^A  man  In  the  West  Indies  writes  that  he  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  tarpaulins.  He  states  that 
the  sizes  required  at  present  are  18  feet  6  Inches  by  6  feet  10  Inches,  and  18 
feet  6  Inches  by  13  feet  6  Inches,  of  best  quality  either  waterproof  or  of 
canvas  material  to  be  rendered  waterproof  by  the  application  of  Unseed  oil. 
About  100  of  these  are  required. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBmEBHT  SUFFUES  AND  QOVSTRVCTIO'E. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offlee*  named,  and  speelflcatloiiB  can  osaally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  wbere  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the-  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. .  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  sbort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  u'ejr 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  callins  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Riprap,  No.  34.58. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
spector, Philadelphia,  Pa.,  until  August  7,  1916,  for  furnishing  and 
depositing  800  tons  of  large  riprap  at  Ship  John  Shoal  ]L,Ight  Station, 
Delaware  lUver.  Kurtlier  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  above-named  officer. 

fihells,  No.  34.59. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receivetl  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Augu.st  10,  1916, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  cast-iron  shells,  f.  o.  b.  contractors'  works. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance. 

Ice-making  and  cold-storage  plant.  No.  3460. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  September  2,  1910,  for  an  ice-making  and  cold-storage  plant  for  the 
United  Stntfts  Marine  Barracks,  Peking,  China.  Plans  and  spe<-iflcation8 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Kerosene  and  gasolitie.  No.  3461. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receive<l  at  the 
office  of  the  (Jeneral  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  August  10,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  fi-ee  of  all  charges, 
on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  Port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  Port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  kerosene  and  gasoline.  (Cir- 
cular 1066.) 

Oil  engine.  No.  3462. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tlie  lighthouse 
inspector,  Boston,  Mass.,  until  August  10,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  de- 
livering one  horizontal  oil  engine.  Further  information  may  be  ob- 
tained on  application  to  above-named  office. 

Dental  supplies,  No.  3463. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  U.  S.  A.,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
August  1,  1916,  for  furnishing  acid,  mercury,  sodium  ond  potassium,  syr- 
inges, drills,  forceps,  scissors,  absorbent  cotton,  etc. 

Coal,  No.  3464. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Fisheries,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  22,  1916,  for  fur- 
nishing 3.50  tons  of  anthracite  coal,  delivered  as  follows:  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  175  tons;  Boothbay  Harbor,  Me.,  175  ton.s.  For  blank  pro- 
posals, particulars,  etc.,  address  Commissioner  of  Fisheries,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Door  and  tcindow  hardware.  No.  3465. — Sealed  projKwals  will  be  received  at 
the  office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  August  11,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of 
all  charges,  on  dock  at  eltlier  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon 
(Balboa,  Canal  7An\e)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  sash  lifts,  ball- 
liearing  axle  pulleys,  transom  catches,  dumb-waiter,  steel  cable,  refrig- 
erator, bone  black,  and  spud  thnbers.     (Circular  No.  1067.) 

Cords,  No.  3406. — Seaieti  proposals  will  be  receiveil  at  the  Office  of  Chief  Signal 
Officer,  War  Deimrtment,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  2,  1916,  for 
furnishing  rubber  insulated  cords,  in  accordance  with  specification  of  April 
12,  1916.    For  further  Information  apply  to  above-named  office. 

ilarine  boilers,  No.  3467. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  Charleston,  S.  C,  until  August  22,  1916,  for  constructing  and 
delivering  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  two  marine  boilers  of  the  gunboat  type. 
Information  upon  application  to  above  office. 

Bras*  and  steel  rods,  etc..  No.  8468. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
.\ugU8t  3,  1910,  for  brass  and  steel  rods  of  various  diuiensions.  Furtlier 
information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Cable,  No.  3469. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  Chief  Signal 
Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  9,  1916,  for  fur- 
nishing 21,500  feet  of  cable.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  on 
application  at  the  above-named  office. 

W.\SH t .\CT0N  :  GOVKUNyiNT  rillNTI.N'G  OrriCB:   IMS 
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GEBHAH  CBOP  OUTLOOK. 

[Consul  General  Julias  G.  Lay,  Berlin,  July  11.) 

The  Office  for  the  Distribution  of  Food  Products  (Krieffs- 
Ernahrungsamt) ,  which  has  been  organized  in  Germany  during  the 
war,  piibhshed  the  following  official  statement  on  July  10  concern- 
ing the  crop  outlook  for  the  current  year : 

The  reports  concerning  the  condition  of  the  crops  from  the  different  parts 
of  the  Empire  are  exceedingly  favorable  The  weather,  which  in  general  was 
highly  propitious  for  the  development  of  cereals,  has  almost  counterbalanced 
the  detrimental  efl'ect.'!  resulting  from  the  lack  of  horses  and  fertilizers.  Unless 
the  weather  at  harvest  time  fails  to  meet  expectations  we  are  Justified  in 
antldpattng  an  ample  middliug  crop — at  any  rate,  one  that  will  to  a  con- 
sldemble  degree  oxccetl  the  bad  crop  of  1915  as  far  as  rough  fodder,  bread- 
stnfls,  and  cattle  f«t>«l  arc  concerned.  If  the  nest  few  weeks  in  which  the  old 
sopplies  Deces.sarlly  are  running  low  can  be  passed  over,  o  coasiderable  im- 
provement ill  tlio  entire  supply  of  provisions  can  be  expected. 

Tlie  most  dlflicult  pi-obleni  in  regard  to  the  new  oi-op  year  will  be  the  supply 
«f  nioat  and  fat.  but  all  ix)s.slhle  measures  have  Ikhmi  taken  In  order  to  provide 
consumers  with  the«»  products  more  regularly  an<l  with  less  difficulty  by  dls- 
trllmtidg  (lie  iiv;nl>'l>li>  <|uiintilii>s  nion*  (Npiitiibl.v.  On  the  other  hand,  n  de- 
cmiHi'  in  the  prUe  v.f  focKlstulTs  is  naturally  do.slnible  and  will  have  to  Ihj 
effected  wherever  It  Is  practicable. 


mCEEASED  DEMAND  FOB  AVTOHOBILES  IN  BESOEN. 

{Consul  Chnrirs  Formnn,  Bergen.  Norway,  June  2'.] 

The  prosperity  now  prevailing  in  Norway  is  reflected  in  the  in- 
creased use  of  automobiles.  A  local  firm  is  (][iioted  as  stating  that 
the  demand  for  automobiles  in  Bergen  is  considerable,  not  only  for 
pleasure  cars  but  foi  cars  for  hire,  taxis,  and  motor  trucks.  The 
dealer  further  states  that  it  is  not  correct  to  suppose  that  America 
is  the  only  source  of  supply;  there  is  also  an  extensive  importation 
from  Italy.  A  consignment  of  14  cars  from  Turin  is  shortly  expected 
to  arrive  m  Bergen.  The  United  States,  however,  furnishes  most  of 
the  cars  now  imported.  The  same  firm  expects  in  the  near  future 
about  50  automobiles  from  the  United  States. 

(Reports  on  the  automobile  market  In  Norway  were  published  in  Commebce 
Rnwrs  for  Feb.  2,  Apr.  21,  and  May  12, 1916.] 
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COMMEBCE  KEP0BT8. 

HOVEXEHT  OF  COAL  AlB  COKE. 


The  moTement  of  coal  and  coke  over  12  leading  eastern  railroads 
during  April  and  fotir  months  ending  April,  1915  and  1916,  foUoTTB*. 


APRIL. 


Classes  and  railroads. 

Originating  on  Una. 

ReoeiTed  b«ai  coo- 

necttcns. 

Total. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

FOB  BBTXinnt  OHLT. 

Antbradta: 

B  &0   

SIlOTttOIU. 

Siortloni. 

Skat  una. 

91,601 

26,506 

918 

1,205 

79,032 

39 

538,511 

1,544 

26 

35,393 

Short  tont. 

125,682 

10,066 

337 

622 

U4,0B3 

38 

348,838 

533 

148 

16,425 

SlUTltont. 

91,501 

26,606 

918 

1.461 

771,682 

39 

1,120,690 

1,544 

138 

35,393 

Sluitttm. 
136,61) 

B.  R.  *P 

10,066 

Si 

C.  40 

246 
692,550 

""ai,m' 

83 

(95,808 

""HY.im 

m 

Erie        

7W,M1 

H.&B.T.M 

Penn       .,,.,-'.- 

n 

766,540 

p  8  &  N            

533 

Virginian              .  .. 

U2 

148 

yf  Md 

16,425 

Total 

1,281,067 

1,013,592 

774,675 

616,721 

2,055,762 

1,6)0,313 

Bitamlnous: 

B  4  0 

2,191,502 

626,970 

76,823 

1,560,234 

11,566 

52,613 

456,531 

1,713.497 

3,047,760 

149,354 

291,567 

230,273 

1,822,  US 

641.06B 

94.843 

1.968,914 

15,930 

65,780 

535,124 

2,046,720 

3,415,385 

213.372 

334,179 

293,409 

470,202 
6,856 

482,26! 
5,084 

2,661,704 

533.826 

70,823 

1,667,628 

423,325 

71,119 

456,531 

1,939,591 

3,358,062 
150,368 
334,753 
658,915 

3,104,446 

B.  R.  4  P 

647,063 

B.  4  Susq 

94,811 

C.40 

Erto 

96,t94 

411,780 

18,506 

190,070 
661,985 
30,401 

2,158,964 
677,914 

B.4B.T.M 

H.  Y.  C.  (Bnflklo  and  east). . 

96.181 
533,114 

226,094 
310,312 

1,014 

43,186 

428,642 

670,843 
463.885 

384 

44,078 

392,631 

3,6i7,HI 

V^nm 

3.S7t,nV 

pT4n::::::::;:::::::;:: 

213;  W6 

VlTiInhin   ,  

378,155 

W.lld 

688,040 

TotoJ 

10,317,670 

11,447,817 

2,014,975 

2,841,622 

12,332,645 

14.280,430 

rOB  COMTAKT  f  DBL. 

iVnthraclte: 

B.4  O 

Erie 

22,607 
6,605 

7,779 
16,513 

100 
19,485 

22,607 
24,750 

7,879 

13.145 

35,0)8 

Total 

29,212 

24,292 

18,145 

19,585 

47,357 

43.877 

Bituminous: 

B.  40 

467,000 
40,791 

8.000 
173,726 
129,779 

2.289 
168,850 
202,716 
581,278 

IS.  52-2 
44,U92 

375,679 

63,651 

5,056 

165.812 

110,103 

3,141 

175,932 

198,351 

687,507 

8,242 

20.224 

43,911 

14,171 

11,330 

481,771 
40,791 

8.000 
173,726 
196,122 

2,289 
168,856 
227,778 
581,307 

5,641 

18,620 

.44,692 

387,009 

B.,  R.  4  P 

53,661 

5,056 

C.  4  0 

165,812 

Erie 

66,343 

98,196 

208,208 

H.  4  B.T.M 

3.141 

N.  Y.  C.  (Buffalo and  oast). 
N.4W.. 

175,932 

25,063 
29 

sa.iss 

76 

234,500 

6e7,58> 

P.,  8.  4N 

8,242 

Virginian    

98 

»,a* 

W.'Md 



8,108 

53,019 

Total 

1,843,890 

1,827,609 

106,703 

153,867 

1,949,593 

1,081,476 

COKB  rOB  BEVINITB  AfD  ItJEl. 
B.  4  0 

265,096 

32,717 

44,300 

7,265 

211,673 
30,699 

32.899 
39.003 

93,741 
10,814 

80, 6U 
15,982 

358,837 
43,531 

**,am 

21,421 

103,327 

6.435 

77,672 
832,437 

23,226 

90,1)6 

B.,  R.  4  P 

46,  tn 

B.  4  Susq 

a,m 

C.  4  oTT! 

14.156 
103,327 

11,713 

63,737 

446 

7,103 

301,004 

11,066 

51,  tU 

Erie 

63, 7R 

B.4B.T.M 

5.436 

75,371 

623.008 

4.791 

6.296 
182,277 
953,408 

9.307 

6^M1 

N.  4  W 

2,201 

209,419 

18,435 

UO^DO 

1,364,411 

W  Md 

10,M) 

Total 

1,0S7,«83 

1,«6,16» 

452,  m 

4n,«S3 

i,m,n» 

>,9l7,n7 
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rhss83  and  railroads. 

Originating  on  line. 

Received  from  con- 
nections. 

To 
Wli 

tal. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

lUlO 

FO«  BZinCNCE  ONLT. 

Antbzaelte: 

B.&O 

Short  tont. 

Sliort  lotu. 

ShortUnu. 

430.594 

64.809 

2,«l> 

3.076 

456,333 

103 

1,638,914 

4,809 

26 

103,090 

Short  tofu. 

.'i70.4t0 

;9.965 

2,ra* 

3,400 

641,509 

135 

1,885,241 

4,829 

649 

115,056 

Short  lotu. 
4J0.5e4 

64. Hog 

a.  585 

3,Gfi3 

2,850,389 

102 

3,598,968 

4,809 

249 

103,090 

Short  tom. 

,170, +» 

59  965 

B.R.&  P 

B.  *  Sujq 

2,624 

C.&O 

617 
2,394,157 

376 
3,nK.S20 

Erie 

3,347,329 
135 

H.  A  B.  T.  M 

1,960,054 

2,109,817 

3,995.058 
4,829 

P.,  8.4  N 

virjinhm   

223 

186 

735 

W.Md 

115,056 

ToUl       

4,355,061 

4,816,199 

3.704,237 

3,283,814 

7,059,288 

8,100,013 

R  ttl  1  HI  Itwi^— 

B.40 

7,984,449 
2,301,163 

322,863 

5,838.453 

60,549 

317,971 

1.953.764 

6,967.973 

U,829.0«2 

719.616 
1.070,313 
l,0n,3U 

7,790.130 
3,202.461 

504. 2C3 

7,917.663 

86.76B 

277,354 
3,854.735 
8,241,733 
14,252.609 

868.065 
1,554.664 
1,166,474 

3,237.858 

9,600 

119 

343,649 

1,916,384 

89,528 

3,347,090 

12,491 

86 

789,819 

3,160.067 

136,530 

M,i.;l>.:.<»7 

3.L'iii,v«2 

;ij-J,'«3 

6. ih2. loa 
l.uTe.'jM 

i.o'.2.:i64 
6,i-.r,,(e3 
13, 1--,). 333 
T2l.:<M 
1,213.S00 
3,538.088 

10,137,220 
3,214,952 

504,289 
8,707,481 
3,355,836 

413,884 
3,854.785 

B.  R.  &  F 

B.  ASnaq 

C.  4o77?. 

Krie          

H.AB.T.M 

N.  Y.  C.  (Boflalo  and  «ait). 

N.*W... 

647,090 

1,300.281 

1.831 

143.488 
1,460.777 

1.445,948 

3,345.741 

3,060 

355.386 

1.457,000 

9,687.670 
16,698,440 

P.  8.  &  N 

871.115 

virrintaii 

1,810.060 

Wimu:::.:::.:::::::::::. 

3,623,404 

Total 

39,313,314 

48,716,938 

8,140,694 

11.963.328 

47,353,008 

60,679,166 

FOE  COHPANT  TCBL. 

.\nUiracttc: 

B.40 

73 
■■■■78,'449' 

73 
90,128 
133,705 

Erie 

90.138 
45,356 

62,859 
55,783 

145 

73,783 

63,001 

138,546 

Totol 

l.-»,3S4 

118,643 

78,521 

73,908 

213,905 

192,550 

BHimiiDoiis: 

B.40 

1,616,920 
178.122 

33,804 
684,660 
520.730 

10,311 

865.829 

771.551 

2,513,613 

29,350 

79,660 
183,043 

1, TBS, 039 
253.369 

44,583 
779,680 
496,435 

12,876 

873,813 

938,943 

2,928.563 

51,301 

82,730 
186,010 

46,826 

44,692 

1,663,746 

178,123 

33,804 

684,660 

1,073,331 

10,311 

865,829 

848,336 

2,513.618 

29,350 

79,805 

183,153 

1,812,631 

B.  R.  &P 

253,369 

B.  &  Sou 

44,593 

c. 40  ..:::::::!:.::.::". 

779,680 

Erie 

552,591 

753,221 

1,247,656 
13,876 

B.4B.T.M 

N.  Y.  C.  (BaflUo  and  east). 

873,813 

N.&W.. 

76,785 
105 

159.751 
486 

1,089,694 

Penn            

2,929,049 

51.301 

P.8.4N 

VliriniaD 

145 

110 

27,226 
33,794 

109  956 

W.MdT. 

219.801 

Total 

7,487,493 

8,406,352 

676,562 

1,018,070 

8,164,055 

9,424,422 

COUC  FOB  KEVENVK  AND  rVBL. 
B.40 

040,134 
133.141 
194,354 
30,337 

1,003,418 
141,507 
166,265 
143,715 

286,940 
49,072 

316,411 
54,328 

1,227,074 
182,213 
191,954 
05,440 
348,587 
8,369 
287,496 
3,134,194 

1,319,829 

B.R.iP            

'195^835 

B.  4gii5q 

166, 2K 

c.4o!?;      ::::::     : 

35,103 

348.587 

389 

2,350 

819,488 

43,655 

337,665 

3,756 

37,312 

1,112,039 

70 

72,762 

187,370 

Eri« 

337,665 

n:Iw.^- ":::::::::::::::::• 

7,983 

285,146 

3,314,706 

26,233 

076,223 

3,820,712 

29,989 
713, 535 

4,932,751 

p.  8. 4  N 

V.'^i.V/"".""".. .......... 

15,  H4 

33,846 

71,089 

86,633 

106,608 

Total 

8,921,945 

6,011,919 

1,613,015 

1,977,998 

5,534,960 

7,989,917 

Son.— Totals  do  not  Inolnde  amonnts  of  coal  received  by  the  N.  Y.  C.  Railroad  from  oonnectloos. 
Tbe  BoQtliam  Railroad  transported  from  the  Tennessee  and  Alabama  districts  293,862  short  tons  in  April, 
UU,  and  374,123  short  tons  fii  AprU,  1915. 
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GIHSENO  MABKET  COHSITIOHS  IH  SWATOW. 

[Consul  Oeorge  C.  Hanson,  Swatow,  CUna.] 

Ginseng  is  used  in  China  as  a  tonic.  It  is  the  root  of  a  species 
of  Panax  {P.  ginsenp),  indigenous  to  Manchuria  and  Korea  and 
belonging  to  thie  native  order  Araiiacese.  Other  roots  are  substi- 
tuted for  the  true  variety,  notably  that  of  Panax  guin^uefolia,  dis- 
tinguished as  American  ginseng,  and  imported  into  China  from  the 
Umted  States.  At  one  time  the  ginseng  obtained  from  Manchuria 
was  considered  to  be  the  finest  quality,  but  at  present  Korean 
ginseng  is  the  most  esteemed  variety.  The  root  of  the  wild  plant  is 
preferred  to  that  of  cultivated  ginseng,  and  the  older  the  plant  the 
better  is  the  quality  of  the  root  considered  to  be.  Great  care  is 
taken  in  the  preparation  of  the  drug. 

Ginseng  of  good  quality  generally  occurs  in  hard,  rather  brittle, 
translucent  pieces  about  the  size  of  the  little  finger,  and  varying  in 
length  from  1  to  4  inches.  It  is  mucUaginous,  sweetish  vet  sli^tly 
bitter  in  taste,  and  aromatic.  The  root  is  frequently  forked,  and 
it  is  probably  owing  to  a  fancied  resemblance  to  the  human  body 
that  medicinal  properties  were  in  the  first  place  attributed  to  it. 
Hongkong  the  Dittrlbutliig  Center. 

The  dose  of  the  root  is  60  to  90  grains.  During  the  use  of  the 
drug  tea  drinking  is  forbidden  for  at  least  a  month,  but  no  other 
change  is  made  m  the  diet.  It  is  taken  in  the  morning  before 
breakfast,  from  three  to  eight  days  together,  and  sometimes  it  is 
taken  in  the  evening  before  going  to  bed.  There  is  no  evidence, 
however,  that  it  possesses  any  pharmacological  or  therapeutic  prop- 
erties. 

As  far  as  South  China  is  concerned,  ginseng  is  dealt  in  by  firms 
especially  engaged  in  the  business  and  is  imported  through  Hong- 
kong. The  Hongkong  distributing  firms  have  branch  <^ces  in  New 
York,  where  their  buyers,  thoroughly  acquainted  witli  ginseng, 
make  purchases  of  the  American  article.  After  arrival  at  Hongkong 
the  ginseng  is  there  sorted,  classified,  and  sent  to  Chinese  ports. 
Each  locality  in  China  has  its  own  peculiar  requirements.  When 
native  wholesale  druggists  wish  to  purchase  ginseng  they  buy  from 
stocks  kept  at  Hongkong,  whence  the  goods  can  be  secured  within 
a  week's  time.  It  is  not  the  custom  of  the  trade  to  place  long- 
time orders. 
Swatow's  Imports  for  Half  Decade. 

Like  the  markets  for  other  goods  in  China,  the  ginseng  market 
was  depressed  by  the  conditions  immediately  following  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  in  Europe  and  not  by  any  falling  off  in  the  native  demand 
for  the  drug.  Of  course,  the  size  of  the  native  crop  affects  the 
amount  of  roreign  ginseng  imported.  As  American  dealers  in- 
variably demand  ca£  and  as  the  outbreak  of  the  war  caused  a 
breakdown  of  the  bank-credit  system  and  a  tight- money  market, 
Chinese  dealers  were  reluctant  to  buy.  Nevertheless  Swatow's  im- 
ports of  cultivated  American  ginseng  were  larger  in  1915  than  in 
any  year  since  1911,  as  the  following  table  discloses: 
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Kinds  of  ginseng. 

Iftll 

19U 

1913 

1914 

1915 

American 

Pound*. 
8,133 
4,880 
3,253 
57,612 
1,227 

Ponndi. 

2,710 

6,629 

188 

60,183 

5,521 

44 

1 

Pound*. 

2,464 

5,067 

159 

65,009 

7,332 

4 

16 

Pound*. 

3,769 

7.771 

256 

52,321 

10,740 

1 

Pound*. 
6,595 

Kocean 

i;421 
61,882 
5  916 

Native 

Batrd,  catting,  root,  etc 

WUd: 

Foreign 

KaUve 

Total 

75,105 

75,282 

80,051 

74,848 

77,969 

The  market  prices  of  ginseng  vary  from  about  $-20  U.  S.  per  pound 
for  the  best  quality  of  the  wild  variety  to  about  $3  U.  S.  for  the 
poorest  cultivated  root.  No  dealer  is  willing  to  quote  a  price  until 
the  actual  goods  are  examined  by  him.  American  quotations  are 
$9  per  pound  for  the  best  wild  and  about  $3  for  good  cultivated. 

Obttades  in  the  Way  of  Direct  Trade. 

With  one  exception,  no  Chinese  dealers  in  Swatow  import  ginseng 
direct  from  the  United  States.  Aside  from  the  fact  that  Chinese 
merchants  can  not  correspond  in  English  and  do  not  imderstand 
foreign  business  methods,  the  length  of  time  required  to  secure  a 
sappfy  is  a  strong  drawback  to  their  doing  a  direct  trade.  As  a  rule, 
Chinese  merchants  can  not  give  foreign  bank  references,  as  they 
generally  have  financial  transactions  omy  with  native  banks. 

Interested  growers  desirous  of  doing  business  in  this  market  might 
diip  by  parcel  post  one  pound  of  each  kind  of  ginseng  to  a  Swatow 
merchant  who  is  willing  to  quote  prices  [and  whose  address  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  offices  by  asking  for  file  No.  78262]. 

[Numerous  discussions  of  tfie  Chinese  trade  In  ginseng  liave  been  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Repobts,  among  tliem  the  articles  in  the  issues  for  Nov. 
11,  1913,  Mar.  19,  1914,  May  13,  1915,  and  Feb.  24  and  July  11,  1916.] 


BABB  GOLD  MINES  CLOSE  COirTSACT  FOB  CYAHIDE. 

(Conmii  Edwin  N.  Gnnsaulus,  Jolianncsburg,  Union  of  Soutli  Africa,  June  13.] 

It  is  learned  on  good  authority  that  a  contract  has  been  entered 
into  whereby  a  majority  of  the  Witwatersrand  gold-mining  groups 
will  draw  all  of  their  cyanide  supplies  during  the  period  or  the  war 
and  for  five  years  thereafter  from  the  Cassel  Cyanide  Co.,  of  Glas- 
gow, a  minor  portion  of  this  supply  to  be  furnished  by  the  British 
Cyanide  Co.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  Bhodesian  mining  companies 
will  probably  enter  into  a  similar  contract  for  their  cyanide  supplies. 

South  Africa's  imports  of  cyanide  of  sodium  for  mining  uses 
amounted  in  1913  to  $1,931,075;  in  1914,  to  $1,812,430;  and  in  1915, 
to  $2,453,015. 

Increased  American  Parchases  of  Brandy. 

Consul  Jenneth  S.  Patton,  at  La  Rochelle,  France,  reports  that 
the  brandy  declared  for  shipment  through  that  consulate  for  the 
United  States  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  was  valued  at  $999,- 
299  compared  with  $371,672  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915, 
and  $675,788  in  1914. 
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TEXTILE  BESEABCH  IK  GSEAT  BBITAIF. 

[Textile  Mercury,  Uanchester,  England.] 
Besearoh  la  the  Silk  Industry. 

For  many  years  past  silk  has  been  subjected  to  scientific  investiga- 
tion in  France,  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan,  while  in  this  country 
little  or  nothing  has  been  done  to  assist  a  branch  of  the  textile  trade, 
which  has  been  engaged  in  a  long  struggle  with  adverse  fortune.  The 
result  is  that  in  the  various  processes  of  manufacture,  particularly 
those  of  de-gumming,  dyeing  and  finishing,  British  manufacturers 
have  been  handicapped  econoraically  and  have  fallen  behind  foreign 
competitors  in  the  quality,  color,  and  general  appearance  of  goods  at 
equal  prices. 

For  some  time  past  the  need  for  undertaking  research  work  has 
been  fully  realized,  and  a  few  months  ago  it  was  decided  to  approach 
the  Advisory  Council  for  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  which 
has  been  constituted  by  the  Government  to  give  financial  aid  to  in- 
vestigations for  the  benefit  of  industry^  with  the  object  of  obtaining 
a  grant  to  assist  work  in  the  directions  mdicated.  It  was  understocxL 
in  making  the  api>lication,  that  those  engaged  in  the  silk  trade  wovild 
also  make  a  contribution  toward  the  cost  of  the  work. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  negotiations  with  the  advisory 
council  have  resulted  in  a  grant  which  will  be  paid  in  two  install- 
ments to  sover  a  period  of  two  years,  research  at  the  Imperial  College 
of  Science,  at  a  cost  not  exceemng  £1,000  ($4,866),  toward  which  the 
Silk  Association  has  agreed  to  provide  £400  ($1,947),  an  amount  that 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  m  obtaining  from  the  influential  in- 
terests represented  in  the  association,  more  particularly  as  the  inves- 
tigation to  be  undertaken  is  of  a  sufficiently  general  nature  to  in- 
fluence in  one  way  or  another  all  branches  of  the  silk  industry. 
fto«m  toi  Oerelopmeat  In  Irish  Flax  ProAuetloB. 

The  report  of  the  Flax  Millowners'  Association,  adopted  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  Belfast,  stated  that  subscriptions  had  been  re- 
ceived from  277,  and  that  hundreds  of  new  growers  had  been  obtained 
this  year.  Last  year  the  association  estimated  that  50,000  acres  under 
flax  in  Ireland  would  yield  more  than  £1,500,000  ($7,299,750) ;  this 
year,  with  increased  acreage,  the  estimate  was  for  at  least  £2,00*0,000 
($9,733,000).  The  area  now  covered  would  be,  however,  less  than  9 
square  miles,  which  was  only  a  fractional  portion  of  the  land  that 
could  be  grown  with  flax  in  this  country,  so  that  there  was  room  for 
great  development.  It  was  suggested  tnat  greater  interest  should  be 
taken  in  reviving  competition  in  the  markets.  It  had  been  shown 
that  where  the  markets  got  the  whole-hearted  support  of  the  mill 
owners  keener  interest  was  manifested  by  the  growers. 
Chemical  Trade  Developments  of  Importance.  « 

Further  evidence  of  the  remarkable  activity,  and  development  of 
the  British  chemical  industry  is  afforded  hj  the  news  that  a  leading 
Yorkshire  firm  has  just  completed  negotiations  for  the  acauisition  oi 
land  at  Cadishead,  near  Manchester,  at  which  new  chemical  works  are 
to  be  built,  which  will  provide  employment  for  700  to  1,000  workers. 
No  industry  in  this  country  has  developed  so  extensively  as  the 
chemical  industry  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  it  may  be  taken 
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as  fairly  certain  that  farther  important  developments  are  due  in  the 
near  future. 

It  is  understood  that  a  contract  has  already  been  placed  for  the 
construction  of  large  tanks  of  reinforced  concrete,  and  the  erection 
of  the  works  and  offices  will  be  carried  through  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble. A  housing  scheme  is  also  in  contemplation,  and  altogether  the 
projected  new  works  should  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  village. 


I 


BOYAL  COMMISSION  TO  STITSY  CAKADIAK  RAILWAYS. 

[Consul  General  John  G.  Foster,  Ottawa,  July  17.] 

A  Royal  commission  was  appointed  last  week  by  the  Canadian 
Government  to  inquire  into  the  general  railway  situation  in  Canada. 
On  account  of  the  involved  condition  that  has  resulted  from  the 
rapid  and  extensive  railway  construction  in  the  Dominion  during 
thepast  few  years,  great  interest  is  attached  to  this  work. 

The  commissioners  appointed  are:  Alfred  H.  Smith,  president  of 
the  New  York  Central  Lines,  who  will  act  as  chairman ;  Sir  Henry 
Drayton,  chairman  of  the  board  of  railway  commissioners  for 
Canada;  and  Sir  Bobert  Paish^  editor  of  the  London  Statist 

The  primary  object  in  view  is  to  find  a  way  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity for  subsidies,  bond  guaranties,  land  grants,  or  other  forms  of 

ublic  assistance,  which  have  been  furnished  repeatedly  to  the  lines 
ly  the  Dominion  and  Provincial  Governments. 
Scope  of  the  Inquiry  Summarised. 

The  nationalization  of  the  three  transcontinental  roads  will  be, 
perhaps,  the  most  important  question  to  be  investigated.  The  scope 
of  the  inquiry  has  been  summarized  under  the  following  heads: 

1.  The  general  problem  of  transportation  in  Canada. 

2.  The  status  of  each  of  the  three  transcontinental  railway  systems — the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  system,  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  system  (including 
the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway),  and  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  system. 

S.  Special  examination  will  be  given  to  the  following  considerations: 
0.  The  territories  served  by  each  system  and  the  service  which  It  Is  capable 
of  performing  In  the  general  scheme  of  transportation. 
h.  Physical  conditions,  equipment,  and  capacity  for  handling  business. 

c.  Methods  of  operation. 

d.  Brimch  lines,  feeders,  and  connections  in  Canada, 
a  Connections  in  tho  United  States. 

/.  Ste.iniship  connections  on  botli  oceans. 

ff.  Onpltallzntion,  fixeil  charges,  nnd  net  earnings,  Iiavin-;.  regard  to  present 
conditions,  and  probable  future  developirtent  with  increase  of  population. 

4.  The  reorganization  of  any  of  the  railway  systems  or  the  acquisition  there- 
of by  the  State,  and  in  the  latter  case  the  most  effective  sj'stenx  of  operation, 
whether  In  connection  with  the  Intercolonial  Railway  or  othenvlse. 

3.  Generally  speaking,  all  matters  which  the  members  of  the  board  may  con- 
sider pertinent  or  relevant  to  the  general  scope  of  the  inquiry. 


Inspection  of  Vessels. 

The  traveling  inspector  of  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  on  the 
eastern  coast,  Charles  Thompson,  is  now  engaged  in  the  inspection 
of  vessels  while  in  service  in  Boston  and  vicinity.  The  traveling  in- 
spector on  the  Pacific  coast,  Cecil  Brown,  is  now  engaged  in  the  in- 
spection of  vessels  while  in  service  in  southern  Califorma. 
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WAS  iMLXAes  TO  BuiLDnros  nr  tbavcs. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Vedltz,  Parts,  July  8.] 

M.  Malvy,  Minister  of  the  Interior,  has  to-day  made  public  the 
results  of  an  official  investigation  undertaken  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  the  damage  done  to  propertj^  in  the  invaded  portions  of  France. 
This  investigation — ^which,  obviously,  relates  solely  to  those  parts 
of  France  that  were  subsequently  evacuated  by  enemy  troops  and  to 
those  regions  within  the  field  of  actual  hostilities — covered  only  the 
damage  done  to  real  property,  and  attributable  to  the  war,  in  the 
Departments  of  Nord,  Pas-de-Calais,  Somme,  Oise,  Seine-et-Mame, 
Aisne",  Marne,  Aube,  Meuse,  Meurthe-et-Moselle,  and  Vosges. 

The  communes  (towns  and  villages)  in  these  departments  for 
which  the  reauired  data  were  obtained  numbered  754  (23  in  Nord,  71 
in  Pas-de-Calais,  34  in  Somme,  59  in  Oise,  35  in  Seine-et-Mame,  51 
in  Aisne,  258  in  Marne,  2  in  Aube,  59  in  Meuse,  109  in  Meurthe-et- 
Moselle,  and  53  in  Vosges),  and  in  then)  16,669  edifices  were  entirely 
destroyed  and  25,594  partially  wrecked.  In  the  Department  of 
Marne  15,106  structures  were  damaged,  of  which  8,499  were  com- 
pletely ruined;  in  Pas-de-Calais,  13,452  buildings  were  injured, 
6,660  of  them  oeing  completely  razed;  in  Meurthe-et-Moselle,  4,930 
buildings  were  destroyed,  1,684  of  them  being  completely  demolished. 
In  148  communes  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
edifices  within  their  limits  were  destroyed;  in  74  communes  the 
wrecked  buildings  formed  80  per  cent  or  more  of  the  total ;  in  606 
communes  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  edifices  were  damaged,  this 
number  including  256  communes  wherein  the  buildings  demoli^ed 
formed  less  than  I  per  cent  of  the  total  nimiber  of  edifices  within  iiieir 
limits.  Most  of  the  communes  wherein  the  investigation  was  con- 
ducted are  predominantly  agricultural. 

Buildings  used  for  public  purposes  or  belonging  to  the  Grovemment 
were  wre^ed  in  428  communes.  The  damaged  public  edifices  in- 
cluded 221  city  halls  (mairies),  879  schools,  331  churches,  306  other 
structures  of  a  public  or  quasi-public  character,  and  60  monuments 
or  works  of  art.  Fifty-six  of  the  wrecked  buildings  were  classed  as 
''  historical  edifices,"  the  city  hall  and  the  departmental  archives  of 
Arras,  the  cathedral,  archbishop's  palace,  the  Church  of  St.  R6my, 
and  the  city  hall  of  Rheims  heading  the  list. 

The  number  of  factories  or  indiStrial  establishments  more  or  less 
damaged  is  reported  as  330.  These  buildings  are,  of  course,  of  varied 
character,  but  the  minister's  report  notes  that  in  normal  times  tiiey 
furnished  employment  for  approximately  57,600  persons  (including 
the  families  of  the  workmen). 


CHANGE  OF  IIHE  IN  CHILE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J,  Keena,  Valparaiso,  June  26.] 

By  decree  dated  June  20, 1916,  the  time  officially  used  throughout 
Chile  wQl  be  regulated  from  Jiily  1,  1916,  in  accordance  with  the 
meridian  of  the  National  Astronomical  Observatory  (Obsemtorio 
Astrondmico  Nacional)  at  Santiago  instead  of  by  the  meridian  76'' 
west  of  Greenwich  as  established  by  the  decree  of  December  24, 
1909.    The  advance  in  time  will  be  approximately  16  minutes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMHEBOB  VEPCfKHB.  377 

nCFBOVXMERTS  AT  WOODS  HOLE  UOHTHOITaE  DEPOT. 

To  avtsroacaa  the  handicap  under  which  the  work  has  been  con- 
ducted at  the  Woods  Hole,  Mass.,  lighthouse  depot.  Congress  has 
•ndionzed,  and  the  Lighthouse  Service  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  €k>mmerce  will  proceed  to  make,  important  improve- 
mfflits  at  that  point  As  already  stated  in  Commerce  Reports,  the 
sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1,  1916,  appropriated  $50,000  for 
this  work.  The  depot  is  well  located  and  protected  in  all  weathers, 
bat  there  is  a  serious  handicap  in  the  lack  of  a  sufficient  depth  of 
water  for  li^liiouse  tenders  and  deep-draft  light  vessels.  IJnder 
present  conditions  the  lighthouse  tender  Anemone  requires  a  supply 
of  buoys  on  the  dock  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  and  on  the  wharf 
at  New  Bedford,  thus  having  the  supplies  located  in  three  different 
places.  The  lighthouse  ten<fer  Azalea  is  required  to  tend  and  wait 
on  the  Anemone  when  anything  is  required  from  the  depot's  stock. 
The  present  storehouse,  which  is  of  wood,  is  not  adapted  for  the 
work,  and  is  too  small  to  accommodate  the  ECtock  in  a  proper  manner. 

Instructions  have  been  given  by  the  Lighthouse  Service  to  proceed 
as  promptly  as  pebble  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
appropriati<m.  It  is  planned  to  dredge  the  channel  and  badn 
aroand  the  wharf  to  a  depth  of  17  feet,  and  build  a  brick  store- 
house 85  by  80  feet,  two  stories  hig^. 


lEW  ZKAIAlfD'S  BITDOET  SHOWS  DTCBEASED  BEVENTTE. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  WInslow,  Anckland,  June  20.] 

Estimated  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1917, 
in  New  Zealand  total  $70,031,981,  which  is  about  $9,783,000  in  ex- 
cess of  tile  expenditures  tor  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916. 
The  estimated  receipts  for  1917  are  $71,009,053,  against  actual  re- 
ceipts of  $70,613,582  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916.  Dur- 
ing the  year  a  loan  of  $9,733,000  was  made  for  general  purposes. 
Since  the  middle  of  1914  authority  has  been  given  to  place  loans 
to  the  amount  of  $48,665,000,  and  now  the  Government  has  been 
asked  to  authorize  the  i>lacin^  of  loans  for  $58,398,000  additional. 

The  proposals  for  raising  increased  revenue  consist  of  a  special 
income  tax  of  5  per  cent  on  all  incomes  over  £300  ($1,460)  and  a 
levy  of  45  per  cent  on  all  war  profits,  or  all  profits  in  excess  of  the 
average  profits  of  different  businesses  for  the  past  few  years.  It  is 
expected  that  about  £2,000,000  ($9,733,000)  additional  revenue  will 
be  raised.  There  is  no  change  in  the  maximum  income  for  ex- 
emption from  income  tax,  which  remains  at  £300  ($1,460)  per  annum. 
The  increase  in  the  income  tax  is  the  second  since  the  war  began. 
Last  jrear's  increase  was  about  83^  per  cent. 

It  IS  recommended  that  the  Government  fix  the  legal  rate  of  in- 
terest for  the  next  year  at  5i  per  cent  and  take  other  steps  to  con- 
serve the  resources  of  the  country  until  after  the  close- «f  the  war. 


Oommercial  Attach^  Erwin  W.  Thompson  reports  the  organization 
of  the  Netiierlands  Association  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Product 
Ifsnufactorers  at  Amsterdam,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  larger 
industry  in  canning  and  preserving  native  products. 
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DTCSEASE  nr  lOHHAOE  DTTES  BECEIFTS. 

Tonnage  dues  collected  on  entry  of  American  and  foreign  ships  in 
foreign  trade  at  ports  of  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1916,  as  returned  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation, 
amounted  to  $1,454,641,  compared  with  $1,815,425  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30  1915.  The  receipts  from  this  source  during  the  fiscal 
year  ]ust  closed  are  the  largest  in  our  history,  exceeding  those  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  just  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
European  war,  by  $143,882,  although  German  and  Austrian  ships, 
•which  that  year  paid  $200,402,  paid  nothing  this  year.  During  the 
past  year  tonnage  dues  were  collected  on  17,346  entries  of  ships,  com- 
pared with  13,760  entries  in  the  fiscal  year  1914.  The  differences  in 
entries  and  receipts  are  due  to  the  enormous  increase  in  the  export 
trade  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  substitution  of  slower  cargo 
steamers  for  fast  passenger  and  immigrant  steamers,  which  comprised 
a  large  part  of  taxable  tonnage  in  1914  and  a  small  part  in  1916. 

The  receipts  from  ships  in  trade  with  Europe  (ezcludinjg  BeLnum, 
Austria,  Germany,  and  Black  Sea  ports),  Asia,  Ainca,  South 
America,  and  Australia  amounted  to  $1,322,441,  or  over  90  per  cent  of 
the  total,  on  8,390  entries,  as  compared  with  $1,165,568  on  5,589  entries 
in  the  fiscal  year  1914  from  all  Europe  and  other  continents  named. 
The  receipts  from  ships  in  trade  with  Central  America,  Mexico,  West 
Indies,  and  Canada  for  the  past  year  were  $124,245  on  8,450  entries, 
compared  witii  $143^86  on  8,084  entries  in  1914,  ships  from  these 
zones  paying  only  2  cents  per  ton,  while  ships  in  over-seas  trades  pay 
6  cents. 

The  receipts  at  New  York  were  $512,018,  an  increase  of  $19,938 
over  1914.  Norfolkj  Va.,  which  in  1914  was  the  ninth  port  with  re- 
ceipts of  $45,377,  this  year  ranks  second,  with  $196,918  receipts,  and 
Baltimore  third,  with  $118,681.  Philadelphia's  receipts  were  $99,878, 
virtually  stationary,  while  San  Francisco,  with  $40,735  receipts, 
shows  a  decrease  of  $11,115,  all  in  over-sea  trade.  New  Orleans  col- 
lected $75,967  on  769  entries  in  1910,  compared  with  $84,164  on  741 
entries  in  1914.  The  Sabine,  Tex.,  receipts  were  $48,405,  more  than 
double  those  of  1914.  The  Massachusetts  district  receipts  were 
$85,250,  a  loss  of  $21,900  in  over-seas  trade. 

The  general  total  includes  $4,623  penal-tonnage  taxes  and  $3,330 
collected  for  the  Philippine  Islands  fund. 


Production  of  OUve  Oil  in  Madrid  District. 

Consul  Robertson  Honey,  at  Madrid,  Spain,  reports  that  of  the 
349,719  tons  of  olives  produced  in  that  consular  district  in  1915, 
all  but  846  tons  was  used  in  the  making  of  olive  oil.  This  crop 
produced  28,412  tons  of  oil. 


A  buoy  list  for  the  seventeenth  lighthouse  district,  Oregon  and 
Washington,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  has  been  issued  by  the  United 
States  Lighthouse  Service.  It  is  corrected  to  June  1, 1916.  A  copy 
may  be  obtained  without  charge  by  any  shipmaster  orpilot  from 
the  Division  of  Publications,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington, 
D.C. 
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£IIX  KOHTHT  on  AHS  SEES  TBAlffi  AT  HULL. 
[Consal  Cbaries  U.  BatlMirar,  U-  Hull,  England,  July  e.] 

Imports  of  oil  seeds  for  the  26  weeks  ended  July  4, 1916,  compared 
mth  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  were,  according  to  the  Hull 
Chamber  of  Commerce  figures,  as  follows : 


KfDdBofoOsMds. 

vns 

UK 

Elada  o(  oilseeds. 

1»I£ 

1916 

Linseed  {qaart«n) 

620,  «83 
M,341 
74,646 

136,338 

722,864 
122,246 
140,754 
72,300 

Cotton  seed,  other  (tons) 

SoTB  beAns  (tons) 

18,967 

88,224 

•  20,821 

17,681 

S6,1S5 
SO  178 

KMwseed  Cananvs) 

CMtolMtiuCqasrtan) 

Oottoo  sMd,  Esrptiui  (torn) . 

Ffthn  kernels  ftoos) 

n,673 

on  cake  (tons) 

20,383 

•Figorn  of  HOU  Eastern  Homing  News. 

Unseed  in  quarters  <t  UO,  at^and  424  ponnds:  rapeseed,  qnarten  of  416  and  434  poonds;  castor  seed, 
<Iiartcaa(  about  416  pomub.    The  ton  is  unUOrmlr  2,240  pounds. 

Exports  of  oil  for  the  same  period  were :  Linseed,  18,094  tons  in 
1915  and  581  tons  in  1916;  cottonseed,  4,286  in  1915  and  320  in  1916; 
soya,  1,974  in  1915  and  none  in  1916.  Prices  are  somewhat  down 
from  the  high  levels  maintained  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Bom- 
bay linseed  advanced  slightly  from  the  opening  to  $21.53  per  quar- 
ter of  416  pounds  on  February  16,  dropped  sharply  at  the  beginning 
of  April  to  $16.55,  and  remained  a  little  above  that  figure  untu 
July  4,  when  it  stood  at  $17.03.  River  Plate  linseed  rose  slightly 
from  the  opening  to  $19.47  per  quarter  of  424  pounds  on  February 
1,  dropped  steadily  to  $15.45  on  March  28,  and  did  not  again  get 
above  $17.03 ;  the  fast  transaction  was  at  $16.67  on  June  20.  Egyp- 
tian cottonseed  opened  at  $75.43  per  long  ton,  went  to  $76.05  the 
next  week,  fluctuated  steadily  downward  to  $62.05  on  April  4,  and 
varied  between  $69.35  and  $63.26  until  July  4,  when  it  was  $63.26. 
Bombajr  cottonseed  on  January  18  was  $71.17  per  ton,  fell  to  $53.53 
on  April  11,  and  then  kept  iJetween  that  and  $65.70  until  July  4, 
when  it  was  $53.53  again. 

Linseed  oil  rose  slightly  from  the  opening  to  $10.71  per  hundred- 
weight of  112  pounds  on  February  15,  from  which  it  ranged  down- 
ward to  $7.79  on  Jime  27,  and  $8.15  on  July  4.  Refined  cottonseed 
oil,  at  $12.10  on  January  18,  reached  $10.71  on  March  28,  and  after 
some  recovery  in  April  and  May,  dropped  to  $10.34  on  July  4, 


A  Year's  Excavation  from  Oaillard  Cut. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1916,  excavation  from  the  Gaillard 
(Culebra)  Cut  totaled  11,660,351  cubic  yards.  Of  this,  10,280,371 
cubic  yards  were  removed  from  Culebra  slides;  and  as  between 
earth  and  rock,  the  quantities  were  1,637,985  and  10,022,366  cubic 
yards,  respectively.  Excavation  therefore  averaged,  says  the  Pan- 
ama Canal  Record,  971,696  cubic  yards  per  month  or  31,922  per  day. 


Sardine  Trade  Promiting  in  New  Brtinswick. 

A  member  of  a  large  sardine-caiming  firm  in  Saint  Stephen,  New 
Brunswick,  informs  the  American  consul  at  that  place  that  4^e 
business  outlook  this  season  is  good,  and  that  the  catch  is  large. 
Prices  remain  at  $10  to  $12  per  hogshead  (900  poimds). 
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DAiBTiiro  nr  swiizeblabb. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Scbulz,  Bente,  June  16.1 

One  of  the  principal  industries  of  Switzerland  is  dairying,  and  the 
industry,  especiaUy  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese  and  condensed  milk, 
has  reached  proportions  scarcely  seemed  possible  in  so  small  and 
mountainous  a  country. 

There  are  no  less  than  2,100  cheese  dairies  in  operation  in  Switzer- 
land at  present,  with  796,909  cows. 

The  annual  cheese  exports  alone  are  valued  at  more  than  $13,000,000 ; 
condensed  milk,  including  sterilized  and  powdered  milks,  $10,000,000 ; 
milk  and  cream,  $675,000;  and  butter,  $35,000.  The  figures  given 
are  for  the  year  1914,  the  latest  av&ilable.  But  little  change  has 
taken  place  and  the  1915  figures,  under  the  circumstances,  will  be 
much  the  same,  except  in  milk,  cream,  and  butter,  because  of  the 
embargo.  The  1915  census  of  cows,  it  is  understood,  will  show  an 
increase  of  from  4  to  5  per  cent  over  the  1914  figures. 

Milk  ITsed  In  SalrylnK  Products — Arerage  Yield  Per  Cow. 

It  is  said  that  of  the  2,500,000,000  liters  (660,449,000  gallons)  of 
milk  obtained  in  Switzerland  in  1911,  40  per  cent  was  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  dairy  products,  and  m  the  following  proportions: 
Cheese,  approximately  25  per  cent ;  condensed,  sterilized,  and  pulver- 
ised milkj  and  children's  flour  chocolate,  15  per  cent ;  of  the  residue  43 
per  cent  is  used  by  the  people,  who  are  great  milk  drinkers,  and  17 
per  cent  for  cattle  feeding  on  the  country^s  stock  farms. 

Swiss  milk  production  remains  stationary  despite  the  absence  of 
concentrated  foods  (oil  cakes,  etc.)  since  the  war.  It  is  true  that  a 
slight  falling  off  in  the  yield  per  cow  has  become  noticeable  lately, 
but  the  increase  in  the  herds  has  offset  the  loss.  In  1913  the  average 
yield  per  cow  in  Switzerland  was  3,300  liters  (872  gallons)  a  year. 
While  no  grains  and  cereals  are  available  for  cattle  feeding,  hay  is 
abtmdant,  out  the  price  is  34  per  cent  above  normal. 

Milk  is  now  selling  at  27  centimes  ($0,052)  per  liter  (1.06  quarts) 
retail,  an  increase  of  about  5  centimes  ($0.01)  since  the  war. 

The  Cheese  Industry. 

The  cheese  trade  of  Switzerland  is  essentially  an  export  industry. 
As  early  as  1773  shipments  of  "  Emmenthal "  cheese  were  sent  to 
Germany  and  France,  and  it  was  from  these  countries  that  the 
renown  of  Swiss  dairy  products  spread  to  the  United  States.  Since 
then  America  has  grown  into  the  greatest  importer  of  Swiss  dairy 
produce.  In  1914  about  76,720,000  pounds  of  Emmenthal  cheese, 
valued  at  $12,700,000,  and  Bellelay,  Vacherin,  and  other  soft  cheese 
products  to  the  value  of  $14,000  were  exported. 

The  export  of  cheese  from  Switzerland  is  in  the  hands  of  an  asso- 
ciation composed,  with  few  exceptions,  of  aU  the  large  cheese  mer- 
chants of  the  country.  This  syndicate  comprises  about  50  .exporters 
and  was  originated  in  September,  1914.  It  has  met  with  great  success 
not  only  in  extending  the  Swiss  cheese  trade,  but  also  in  furthering 
the  technical  development  of  the  industry.  Dairy  and  stable  inspec- 
tions were  also  inaugurated  by  this  organization.  Its  principal  func- 
tions, however,  may  be  divided  into  the  following  categories: 
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(1)  Stndy  of  export  trade,  transportati<Mi  conditions,  and  credit  conditions 
in  all  countries. 

(2)  Oonfldential  conununications  to  its  members  as  to  personal  experience 
and  information  of  all  kinds,  especially  as  to  ttie  liabilities  and  trustworthiness 
of  clients  and  agents. 

(3)  Furthering  the  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  the  manufacture,  arrang- 
ing lectures,  recording  prices,  instructing  through  the  press,  etc. 

(4)  Making  binding  rules  concerning  the  sale  (and  exceptionally  also  con- 
cerning the  price)  of  cheese,  business  methods,  conditions  and  terms  of  pay- 
ment, and  by  (q[>posing  dislionest  competition. 

(5)  Making  contracts  which  are  of  service  to  the  syndicate,  especially  those 
regarding  shipping  agreements. 

(6)  Taking  part  in  enterprises  (syndicates,  companies,  etc.)  on  the  lines  of 
the  clieese  export  trade. 

Kinds  of  Cheese  Exported. 

The  principal  kinds  of  cheese  exported  are  Gniyere,  Spalen,  Belle- 
lay,  Vacherin,  Tilsit,  Herbs',  and  Emmentiial,  the  so-called  king  of 
Swiss  cheese,  manufactured  in  the  Emmenthal  and  Bernese  Oberland. 
Formerly  this  soft  cheese  was  produced  only  in  the  mountains.  Now 
it  is  made  in  large  quantities  even  in  the  valleys  of  the  country. 
This  cheese  weighs  from  110  to  330  pounds,  and  the  principal  con- 
sumers are  Americans,  Germans,  French,  and  Austrians,  in  the  order 
named. 

Gruyere  cheese  (soft)  is  principally  exported  to  France  and  Italy. 
It  i»  noanuf actured  lareely  in  the  Cfanton  of  Fribourg,  and  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Vaud  ana  Keuchatel.  This  is  also  of  mill8t(»ie  shape 
and  weighs  about  65  to  99  pounds. 

A  hard  cheese  is  Spalen  cheese,  known  also  as  Swiss  Parmesan 
cheese.  It  is  made  principally  near  Lucem.  Italy  buys  most  of 
Has  product.  It  is  hard  and  fat  and  made  in  loaves  weighing  fnnoi 
S9  to  66  pounds.  It  closely  resembles  Italian  Parmesan  cheese.  This 
product  requires  three  years'  aging  before  it  is  marketable.  Its  name 
IS  derived  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  packed,  usually  in  small 
barrels  or  casks,  or  in  German  "  spalen." 

The  Bellelay  is  a  fat,  soft  cheese,  exported  to  France  and  made 
in  casks  of  from  11  to  13  pounds.  Its  aromatic  taste,  it  is  claimed, 
can  best  be  enjoyed  by  shaving  or  scraping.  This  cheese  should  not 
be  cut. 

Battlematt  cheese  is  produced  near  the  Italian  frontier,  and  be- 
sides its  sale  in  Italian-speaking  sections  of  the  country,  it  is 
exported  to  Italy.  It  is  a  fat,  round,  sweet  cheese  of  slight  salty 
taste,  and  made  in  sizes  varying  from  44  to  55  pounds.  It  is  son 
and  doughy  and  ripens  withm  uiree  months. 

Besides  Emmenthal  cheese,  Vacherin,  Herbs',  Tilsit,  Urseren, 
Goms,  Appenzell  Bass^  and  Valais  are  made  principally  for  the  home 
market.  Of  these,  Tilsit,  Vacherin,  and  Herbs'  are  the  most  im- 
portant. 

Vacherin  cheese  is  said  to  be  the  only  big  soft  cheese  made  in 
Switzerland.  There  are  two  kinds,  one  of  loaves  of  from  6^  to  11 
pounds,  used  in  fresh  xwnditiouj  the  other  in  the  form  of  Gruyere 
cheese.  A  sort  of  Welsh  rarebit  is  made  with  this  cheese  among 
the  French  Swiss  of  Fribourg  and  the  Vaud  sections,  in  which  this 
cheese  originates. 

Herbs'  cheese  c<Mnes  from  near  the  Austrian  frontier.  It  is  green 
in  color  and  veiy  aromatic.    A  clover  {Melitofus  coeruled)  is  pul- 
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verized  and  mixed  with  it  and  thus  produces  its  g^n  color  and 
aromatic  flavor.  Its  spicy  flavor  and  digestive  qualities  have  added 
greatly  to  its  popularity.    A  similar  cheese  is  made  in  America. 

The  Condensed-ICiUc  Industry  Started  by  an  Amerioan — Xilk  Powder. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  Swiss  condensed-milk  industry 
owes  its  birth  and  progress  to  an  American.  George  H.  Page,  of 
Palmyra,  organized  at  Zag,  Switzerland,  in  1867,  the  first  con(knsed 
milk  company  under  the  name  of  "Anglo  Swiss  Condensed  Milk 
Co."  This  company  was  afterwards  absorbed  by  a  famous  Swiss 
concern  at  Vevey,  which  has  to-day  no  less  than  six  factories  of  its 
own  in  operation  in  Switzerland,  and  18  in  foreign  countries.  Other 
concerns  operating  in  condensed  milk,  both  sweet  and  unsweetened, 
may  be  found  at  Staldeii  near  Berne,  at  Hochdorf,  near  Lucerne, 
and  at  Epagny,  near  Fribourg, 

Only  within  recent  years  have  the  Swiss  occupied  themselves  with 
the  manufacture  of  pmverized  milk.  This  industry  is  situated  prin- 
cipally at  Thun  and  Steffisburg,  in  the  Berne  consular  district  The 
factory  near  Lucerne,  however,  is  also  engaged  in  producing  pul- 
verized milk.  Unskimmed  and  skimmed  milk  is  used  in  these 
f>rocesses.  Milk  powder  is  used  in  large  measure  in  the  milk  choc.-)- 
ate  factories  and  confectionery  shops  of  the  country. 

The  so-called  children's  powder  is  also  made  near  Lucerne,  as  are 
certain  other  articles,  known  as  milk  albumin  preparations,  which 
also  have  won  for  themselves  a  place  in  the  Swiss  export  trade. 
These  may  be  described  better  as  casein  products 

Of  the  total  Swiss  condensed-milk  export  business,  amounting  to 
89,416,171  pounds  in  1913,  about  86,980,000  pounds  represents  the 
over-sea  trade.  Large  quantities  are  sent  to  England  for  the  use  of 
the  British  Admiralty,  to  India,  the  Philippines,  and  the  Tropics 
generally. 

The  extraordinary  development  of  the  Swiss  exjiort  trade  in  con- 
densed and  sterilized  and  powdered  milk,  exclusive  of  quantities 
absorbed  in  children's  flour  and  chocolate  industries,  is  es^blished 
by  official  figures,  which  show  that  the  industrv  has  grown  from  an 
export  output  of  9,396,658  pounds  in  1870  to  89;416,171  in  1913. 

Milk  for  Condenseries  and  Chocolate  Kannfacture — Shortage  of  Tin  Plate. 

As  previously  stated,  about  15  per  cent  of  all  Swiss  milk  reaches 
the  condenseries  and  chocolate  manufacturers.  The  Swiss  conden.sery 
pays  at  present  an  average  of  about  20J  centimes  ($0,039)  per  liter 
for  its  raw  product.  At  Berne,  where  milk  is  somewhat  dearer,  con- 
densers are  paying  from  21  to  24  centimes  per  liter.  About  2  per 
cent  of  the  Swiss  condenseiy  products  is  coiisumed  at  home.  The 
exports  in  1013  were  83,315,269  pounds;  in  1914,  100,070,764j)ounds; 
and  for  the  first  11  months  of  1915,  91,636,656  pounds.  The  1915 
figures  are  estimated  at  97,864,178  pounds. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  hardship  suffered  by  the  Swiss  condenser  is 
the  shortage  in  tin  plate.  This  commodity  has  risen  in  price  from 
$7.72  to  $22.20  per  220  pounds^  and  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
obtaining  orders  even  at  this  figure.  After  much  effort  orders  have 
been  placed  lately  in  America,  but  considerable  time  will  doubtless 
elapse  before  the  goods  will  become  available. 
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AKEBICAN  GOVSITLAB  OFnCEIU  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officei^  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  gjlad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
conunercial  orgaimations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
JAterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Num. 

Post. 

Hi 

Address. 

West.  GeonaK 

KoM,  7iwfln 

Aug.  15 
Aug.  10 
Sept.    5 
Aug.    6 
S^t.    1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     I 
Bept.  10 

^■\ 

Department  ot  State,  Woablngton,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
AlbNvr,  Oreg. 
CarroUton,  Ky. 

Olbraltar,  Pa. 

Cooke,  A.  B. 

Patras,  Oreeoe 

Hndderafleid,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

Breelau,  Germany 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Chefoo,  China  

Bile,?  D         

Ffabw,  Fredb 

Mutsjon,  WOiiam  W 

Settnr.HvrrO    

Belnr,  E.  Carlton 

Apwtment  No.  75,  The  Bnuuwiclc, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Umi^nn  I  r 

JeweQ.Johu  F    

Tonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,Washington,D.C. 
Do 

Kemper,  Giafaam  H 

Erfnrti  Oermany 

NiaguaFaUa,  Canada. 

Oee(lW,'Janise  H 

27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 

Hanltlnej  Roes 

FEBIT'S  TBABE  IN  UETAI  BEDS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  F.  Montavon,  Lima,  June  20.] 

During  1913  (the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available) 
metal  beds  of  an  appraised  value  of  $48,785  were  imported  into  Peru. 
The  business  went  to  the  following  countries  in  the  proportions 
stated:  Great  Britain,  $44,000;  United  States,  $2,035;  Gfermany, 
$1,250;  France,  $1,200;  other  countries,  $300. 

Stocks  are  at  present  much  reduced,  and  it  would  seem  that  the 
present  might  be  an  excellent  time  for  American  manufacturers  to 
mcrease  their  share  of  this  trade.  Three  catalogues  which  I  am  for- 
warding with  this  report,  and  which  were  obtained  the  other  day 
in  a  local  retail  store,  give  some  idea  of  the  styles  of  the  metal  beds 
most  favored  in  Peru. 

[The  three  catalogues  may  be  Inspected  by  Interested  American  niannfacturers 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  upon 
asking  for  flie  No.  1610.] 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreij^  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  Tork,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
ITiiited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnildlng;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
lational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Sibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  307  ITnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Eenr7  Building.  Cooperative  district  olBces:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  7rt.  Agt.,  C.  H.  0.  A  T.  P 
Sy.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
■eree;  FhiladelpUa,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
Sy.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Teaa. 

Vice  Consul  Lynn  W.  Franklin,  at  San  Salvador,  Salvador,  re- 
ports that  from  present  indications  the  1916-17  coffee  crop  of  that 
country  will  be  large. 
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FOBEIOH  XBASE  aPFOBTUIUTIES. 

Reseired  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  district  office*.  Eeonett 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atrnte  opportnaltT  nambcr. 
The  Bureau  does  not  famish  credit-  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standiiic 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Butter,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  etc.,  No.  21965. — A  firm  In  Dutch  Guiima 
writes  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manirfactarers  of 
butter,  dry  good.s,  boots  and  shoes,  foodstuffs,  ironware,  enamel  ware, 
croclvery,  etc. 

Cotton  goods.  No.  21966. — A  man  in  Canada  writes  that  he  desires  to  com- 
municate witli  American  manufacturers  of  napped  cottonades,  made  in 
imitation  of  worsted  patterns  for  Iwys'  clothing,  27  inches  wide. 

Baskets  and  blankets,  etc.,  No.  21967. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  man 
in  Holland  desires  to  import  artistic  baskets,  especially  those  known  as 
"Hopi",  artistic  iwts  or  vases,  and  Indian  blankets.    Reference. 

Scioing  thread,  snap  fasteners,  etc..  No.  21968. — A  man  in  France  writes  that 
he  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  American  manufacturers 
only  of  sewing  thread,  snap  fasteners,  cutlery  and  scissors,  pencils,  and 
glassware.    Reference. 

Insurance,  No.  21969. — A  man  in  the  Philippines  desires  to  represent  American 
insurance  companies  in  those  islands  for  Are,  motor  car,  accident,  earth- 
quake, and  typhoon  insurance. 

.ituminum  ware  and  fertilisers.  No.  21970. — A  coniuierclal  agent  of  tlie  Bureau 
reports  that  a  man  in  Cuba  desires  to  communicate  witli  American  manu- 
facturers who  do  an  export  business  in  aluminum  goo<ls  for  kitchen  use 
and  manufacturers  of  chemical  fertilizers  for  sale  In  Spain. 

Hardware,  stationery,  drugs,  etc.,  No.  21971. — ^A  man  in  Colombia  writes  that 
he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  from 'American  manufac- 
turers of  hardware,  dunnage,  stationery,  books,  perfumes,  liquors,  and 
drugs. 

Electrie  globes.  No.  21972. — ^A  man  in  tlie  United  States  writes  that  he  has  an 
inquiry  from  a  firm  In  Japan  for  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  tungsten 
filament  electric  globes. 

Sandpaper,  emery  cloth,  etc.,  No.  21978. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  in  France  reiwrts  that  a  man  in  -his  district 
desires  to  receive  samples  and  quotations  from  American  inanafacturers 
of  sandpaper,  emery  paper  and  cloth,  garnet  and  ruby  paper,  and  car- 
borundum i>ai)er  and  cloth. 

Hosiery,  chemicals,  carpets,  slutcs,  etc..  No.  21974. — .\  man  In  England  writes 
that  he  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations,  acting  ns  shipper  or 
buyer  on  commission  for  Arms  on  the  Continent,  with  Aiiierieiin  manu- 
facturers of  hosiery,  chemicals,  carpets,  shoes,  etc. 

Tencers,  No.  21975. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  Australia  reports  that  n  firm  In  that  country  desires  to  purchase  three- 
ply  veneers  In  oak,  ash,  mahogany,  and  other  woods.  Samples,  prices,  and 
discounts  are  de-sired  by  mail.  Payments  to  be  made  as  mutually  agree<l 
upon.    References. 

I  n-iiirancr,  No.  21976.— A  commercjal  agent  of  the  Bureau  transmits  an  Inquiry 
from  u  uiiin  in  China  who  desires  to  secure  tlio  agency  for  American  marine 
and  fire  insurance  companies.     Reference. 

Celluloid,  acetate  of  copper,  etc..  No.  21977. — An  American  consular  officer  iu 
Spain  reports  that  an  agent  for  motion-picture  films  in  his  district  deshres 
to  purcliase  celluloid  in  slieets,  chemically  pure  acetate  of  coroer,  and 
cyanide  of  potassium.    Correspondence  In  S|>anlslt.    References. 

Cotton  thread,  No.  21978. — A  firm  In  Paraguay  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  purchase  white  cotton  sewing  thread,  six  cords, 
Nos.  20  to  60,  in  spools  of  1.50  yards  or  greater  lengths.  Cash  paid  with 
order. 

ilachinery,  tools,  etc..  No.  21079. — ^An  American  consular  ofilcer  in  Chile  writes 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full 
information  from  American  manufacturers  of  machinery,  tool.s  etc.,  for 
making  all  kinds  of  jewelry.  Quotations  are  desiretl  a  I.  f.  destlnatloa 
Cash  paid  against  documents.    Correspondence  in  Spanish. 

WASHiNOTO.x  :  covEHNMiRXT  riiiXTiso  opric«:  1»1« 
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FBOFOSED  MOBIFICATION  OF  BSITISH  tlUPOBT  FBOHIBITIONS. 

[Cablegram  from  consul  general,  London,  July  26.] 

The  Controller  of  Import  Bestrictions  will  recommend  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  the  granting  of  immediate  relief  to  American  shippers  of 
prohibited  goods^  whereby  goods  ordered  prior  to  the  date  of  procla- 
mations prohibiting  their  importation  and  shipped  before  October  1, 
1916,  may  be  forwarded  if  the  freight  situation  continues  favorable. 
The  controller  promises  to  examine  all  specially  meritorious  cases. 


EXPOET  DUTY  ON  PLTrMBACM>  IN  CEYLON. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consulate,  Colombo,  July  2T.1 

The  Ceylon  Government  in  a  proclamation  issued  to-day  proposes 
to  levy  an  export  royalty  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  plumbago. 
The  former  duty  is  to  be  imposed  in  the  case  of  contracts  antedating 
July  "22.  [The  former  royalty  on  plumbago  was  0.25  rupee  per  hun- 
dredweight (rupee=$0.3244;*hundredweight,  112  pounds).] 


AMENDMENTS  TO  BBITISH  EMBABGO  UST. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  linden,  July  27,  191(1.] 

The  proclamation  of  May  10,  prohibiting  certain  exports,  has  been 
farther  amended. 

The  classes  of  prohibitions  are  indicated  as  follows:  A  signifies 
prohibition  to  all  destinations:  B  to  all  destinations  abroad  other 
than  British  possessions  and  protectorates;  ('  to  all  foreign  countries 
in  Europe  and  on  the  Mediterranean  and  Black  Seas  other  than 
France,  Russia  (except  through  Baltic  ports),  Italy,  Spain,  and 
Portugal. 

The  following  headings  are  deleted:  C — Absinthe;  C — Arrack: 
C — Black  plates  and  black  slieets  under  one-eighth  inch  thick ;  A — 
Cape  garnets  or  rubies;  A — ^Anthracene  oil;  A — Coal  tar,  all  prod- 
ucts (except  creosote)  obtainable  from  and  derivaitives  thereof  suit- 
able for  use  in  manufacture  of  dyes  and  explosives,  whether  obtained 
«M6°— 1»  385 


Digitized  by 


Google 


886  COMKEBOE  BEFOBTS. 

from  coal  tar  or  other  sources,  and  mixtures  containing  each  products 
or  derivatives ;  C — Creosote:  A — Green  oil;  A — Sulphuric  acid; 
B — Files;  A — Jute  piece  goods;  A — Steel  plates  and  sheets one-ei^lli 
inch  thick  and  over;  C — Oils,  creosote,  except  wood-tar  oil ;  C— Pitch, 
coal  tar ;  C— Pitch,  rosin ;  C— Pitch,  wood ;  B — Pitches  derived  from 
fats,  greases,  oils^r  fatty  acids;  C — Food  syrups,  and  molasses  from 
cane  sugar;  C — ^Kum  and  imitation  rum;  C — Iron  plates  and  sec- 
tional materials  for  shipbuilding;  B — Stockinette. 

The  following  heading  are  added :  A— American  cotton  ties  var- 
nished or  blacked;  C — Black  plates  for  tinning  exported  in  boxes; 
A — Cast-iron  pipes;  C — Anthracene  oil  and  mixtures  and  prepara- 
tions containing  anthracene  oil ;  A — Coal  tar,  all  products  obtainable 
from  and  derivatives  thereof  suitable  for  use  in  manufacture  of  dyes 
and  explosives,  whether  obtained  from  coal  tar  or  other  sources,  and 
mixtures  and  preparations  containing  such  products  or  derivatives 
(except  anthracene  oil  and  green  oil  and  mixtures  and  preparations 
containing  these  oils)  ;  C — Creosote  and  creosote  oils  (except  wood 
tar  oil)  and  mixtures  and  preparations  containing  such  creosote  or 
creosote  oils;C — Green  oil  and  mixtures  and  preparations  containing 
green  oil ;  A — Sulphuric  acid  and  mixtures  containing  sulphuric  acid ; 
A — Galvanized,  corrugated,  and  galvanized  flat  sheets;  A — Iron  and 
steel  plates  and  sheets  (except  black  plates  for  tinning  exported  in 
boxes,  tin  plates,  terneplates,  and  lead-coated  sheets) ;  C — Japanese 
tissue  paper ;  A — Jute  piece  goods  and  piece  goods  mainly  composed 
of  jute ;  A — Molasses ;  A — Motor  plows  and  motor  tractors  for  agricul- 
tural use ;  B — Pickled  grains  and  fleshes  (sic) ;  C — Pitches  and  all 
mixtures,  preparations,  and  commodities  of  which  pitch "  forms  an 
ingredient ;  C— -Potable  spirits  of  a  strength  of  less  than  43  degrees 
above  proof;  B — Quercitron-bark  extract ;  C — Sectional  materials  for 
shipbuilding ;  A — Small  tools  as  follows :  Boring  cutters,  chucks,  files, 
hacksaws,  lathe  tools,  measuring  tools,  milling  cutters,  reamers, 
screwing  tackle,  slitting  saws,  tnread  milling  hobs,  twist  drills; 
B — Stockinette  composed  wholly  or  partly  of  wool ;  C— Sirups  which 
mav  be  used  as  food  for  man. 


UEIBOUBNE  OPENS  CHARGmO  STATIONS  FOB  ELECTBICS. 

[Consul  William  C.  Magclsspn,  Melbourne,  Auatralla,  June  8.1 

The  city  electrical  engineer  of  the  municipal  electric  supply  de- 
partment advises  the  Melbourne  consulate  as  follov  s : 

I  liave  pleasure  In  Informing  you  that  this  department  has  decided  to  open 
a  charging  station  for  electric  vehicles  at  our  power  house,  Spencer  Street, 
Melbourne.  This  charging  station  will  be  open  day  and  night  to  receive  and 
charge  vehicles,  but  we  shall  not  undertake  any  repairs  or  cleaning. 

The  cost  of  current  for  charging  will  be  Id.  ($0.02)  per  unit  between  the 
hours  of  10  p.  m.  and  8  a.  m.,  and  during  other  hours  will  be  l}d.  ($0,035) 
per  unit. 

A  charge  of  10s.  ($2.43)  per  vehicle  per  week,  or  2s.  ($0.48)  per  24  hours, 
will  be  made  for  accommodation. 

The  absence  of  electric  vehicles  from  the  streets  of  Melbourne  is 
largely  due  to  the  lack  of  charging  stations,  and  the  establishment 
of  the  one  referred  to  will  do  much  to  create  a  demand  for  American 
electric  vehicles  of  aU  kinds. 
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TO  IMPROVE  AIDS  TO  NAVIGATION  IN  HUDSON  BIVEB. 

Improvements  in  aids  to  navigation  on  the  Hudson  River,  N.  Y., 
are  to  be  made,  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  present  lighting  is 
obsolete,  and  because  of  the  poor  condition  of  many  of  the  existing 
aids  to  navigation  while  they  are  so  constructed  that  it  is  impossible 
to  keep  them  in  operation  when  the  ice  commences  to  move.  Tlie 
plans  for  improvements  include  a  modem  system  of  flashing  lights, 
on  concrete  foimdations  so  as  to  resist  ice  damage.  This  is  required 
on  acoimt  of  the  large  freight  and  passenger  traffic.  The  sundry 
civil  act  appi-oved  July  1, 1916,  appropriated  $100,000  for  improving 
the  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  on  the  Hudson. 
Instructions  have  been  given  by  the  Lighthouse  Service  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Commerce  that  the  work  proceed  as  promptly 
as  possible. 

The  work  contemplated  to  carry  out  tlie  provisions  of  tliis  ap- 
propriation consists  of  rebuilding  the  light  and  fog  signal  at 
Stony  Point;  improving  existing  aids  at  Staats  Point,  Lamp- 
here  Dock,  Four  Mile  Point,  West  Flats,  and  Con  Hook,  by  providing 
brighter  and  flashing  lights;  increasing  candlepower  and  providing 
fog  bell  at  Jeffreys  Hook ;  rebuilding  decayed  foundations  and  pro- 
vimng  new  towers  and  brighter  lights  at  Bear  Island,  Cow  Island, 
Nine  Mile  Tree,  Eoha  Hook,  Fife  Hook  Island,  New  Baltimore, 
Fitchs  Wharf,  Percy  Reach,  Catskill  West  Flats,  Livingston  Creek, 
Upper  Coal  Beds,  and  Esopus  Island ;  rebuilding  tower  and  fog-bell 
house  and  improving  light  at  West  Point,  and  establishing  new  lights 
at  Van  Wies  Point,  Barytown  Bluffs,  Magazine  Point,  and  Anthonys 
Nose,  improving  in  all  20  existing  lights  and  establishing  4  new 
lights. 

USE  OF  BICTCLES  AND  MOTOBGYCIES  IN  INDIA. 

[Consul  Ludcn  Mcmmlnger,  Madras,  June  IC] 

Many  bicycles  are  in  use  in  the  Madras  Presidency.  Custom- 
house returns  show  that  in  the  flscal  year  ended  March  31,  1914,  a 
prewar  year,  4,763  bicycles,  valued  at  $94,340,  were  imported  into 
the  various  parts  of  the  Madras  Presidency  (principally  Madras), 
and  that  4,600  bicycles,  valued  at  $93,336,  were  imported 'in  191-H5. 
The  figures  for  motorcycles  imported  in  these  respective  years 
were  312  and  279.  This  indicates  to  what  a  large  extent  cycle  con- 
veyances are  in  use  in  Madras  and  in  the  principal  towns  of  this 
region. 

Distances  between  residences  are  great,  roads  are  good,  and  there 
are  many  persons  who,  unable  to  afford  a  motor  car  or  horse  and 
carriage,  find  it  necessary  or  convenient  to  have  bicycles  or  motor- 
cycles. Nearly  all  the  cycles  come  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
in  the  1914-15  year,  during  the  period  prior  to  the  war,  75  bicycles 
were  received  from  Germany. 

It  has  become  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  to 
supply  the  demand.  Prices  for  a  standard  make  which  a  few 
months  ago  sold  at  $39  have  now  gone  up  to  $47,  and  dealers  have 
all  consignments  sold  out  before  the  goods  arrive  in  port. 
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BEDirCED  OUIFITT  OF  CABPETS  AHD  SUSS. 

A  report  on  the  1914  census  of  manufactures  for  the  carpet  and 
rug  industry  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  including  a  comparison  of  the  figures  with  those  of  the 
censiis  of  1909.  The  total  value  of  products  reported  in  1914  was 
less  by  $2,059,967,  or  2.9  per  cent,  than  the  corresponding  total  for 
the  preceding  census. 

The  report  does  not  include  statistics  for  establishments  which 
manufacture  carpets  in  which  rags  or  jute  or  other  vegetable  fiber 
constitutes  the  sole  or  principal  material.  The  number  of  carpet 
factories  declined  from  139  in  1909  to  97  in  1914.  Several  went  out 
of  business,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  lessened  demand  for  ingrain 
carpets  and  rugs,' due  to  a  change  in  styles.  Eight  establishments 
manufacturing  jute  carpet  were  classed  in  this  industry  in  1909,  but 
are  included  in  the  "jute  and  jute  goods"  industry  in  the  1914 
census.  The  value  of  the  products  of  these  concerns  was  $736,769 
in  the  earlier  and  $823,798  in  the  later  year. 

The  chief  constituent  material  of  the  carj>et  and  rug  industry  is 
wool,  either  in  raw  or  in  partially  prepared  form.  The  raw  wool 
used  in  1914  amounted  to  52,552,449  pounds  and  cost  $10,493,743 
as  compared  with  64,135,020  pounds,  costing  $11,752,396,  consumed 
in  1909.  Woolen  and  worsted  yarns  also  constituted  important  ma- 
terials. Of  woolen  yarn,  21,626,360  pounds,  costing  $5,821,848,  was 
used  in  1914.  Worsted  yarn  to  the  amount  of  9,267,278  pounds, 
costing  $4,592,906,  was  used.  Of  materials  other  than  wool,  yarn 
made  of  jute,  ramie,  and  other  vegetable  fiber  is  of  greatest  im- 
portance, this  being  the  only  material  extensively  used  in  the  in- 
dustry which  in  1914  showed  a  gain  as  compared  with  1909.  The 
amount  consumed  in  the  later  year,  59,148,206  pounds,  costing 
$6,040,186,  represented  an  increase  of  6.4  per  cent  in  quantity  and 
53.8  per  cent  in  value  in  comparison  with  the  1909  figures.  Cotton 
yarn  to  the  amount  of  24,619,137  pounds,  costing  $4,637,673,  and 
linen  yarn  amounting  to  7,602,200  pounds,  costing  $1,414,924,  were 
the  other  important  materials  used. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  various  products  of  the  industry 
were: 


Products. 


1909 


1914 


Total  value i  »7l.I88,152 

.\xinimterandMoquetlo , 
carpets  and  rugs :  I 

Square  yards '    lj,fi91.3iS 

Value I  117.372, 70a 

Wilton  carpets  and  rugs:  1 

Square  yards '      5,  .■J43,  Cli; 

Value ■  III).  1 19, 330 

Body   Brussels    corf.cu  ' 
and  ruRs:  t 

Sciuare  j-ards '     4. 4!fi.  4.^7 

Value J5.  .1.7).  l>i) 

Tapestry  velvet  cjrprls 
and  ruRS : 

Square  vards 10.  ma.  170 

Value '    19.027.193 

lapei;  ry  Brussels  carpet.; 
and  ruzi : 

t><]uare  j'ards 17,078, 47i> 

V;'.U;e ;  112.909.333 


i  tee.  128.185 


13.742.S3S 
118,578,003 


5,016.263 
111,929,805 


2.(«l.840 
f3. 993. 626 


13.227.819 
H2, 867, 635 


13.(il4.354 
!  9. 832. 647 


Products. 


Ingrain  carpets  and 
rugs: 

Square  yards 

Value , 

Sm.vmarugs: 

Square  yards 

Value 

Colonial  or  rag  rugs: 

Squire  yards 

Value 

Wool  and  paper-flher 
rugs: 

Square  yards 

Value 

Other  wool  rugs : 

Square  yards 

Value 

All  other  products.value. 


1909 


23,931.024 

19, 158,632 

1.400,233 
11.660,322 

474,631 
$250,503 


(•) 
(") 

2.202.31C 
1828.040 

$1,231,814 


m* 


8,973,Sn 
$3,40(^381 

822,150 
tsm,  891 

719,732 
«530,2S» 


4,l«8,g6i 
$1,543,079 

096,957 
$1,108,506 

$4,444,86$ 


o  Not  reported  separately. 
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CHUEAF  BUDOET  FOB  1917. 

[Ambassador  Joseph  H.  Shea,  Santiago,  June  20.] 

The  budget  for  the  year  1917,  submitted  to  the  Chilean  Congress 
on  June  14,  carries  appropriations  aggregating  194,284,356  paper 
pesos  and  70,825,014  gold  pesos  of  18  pence.  As  compared  with  the 
budget  of  1916  the  amounts  are  less  By  13,727,472  paper  pesos  and 
3,895452  gold  pesos. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Government's  receipts  from  all"  sources  dur- 
ing 1917  will  be  128,550,000  paper  pesos  and  81,540,000  gold  pesos. 

The  statement  accompanying  the  budget  points  out  that  the 
amounts  required  for  the  several  departments  or  the  Government  in- 
clude 3,84:6,000  paper  pesos  and  22,463,000  gold  pesos,  which  have 
already  been  provided  by  special  legislation  and  loans.  This  will 
reduce  the  actual  amount  it  is  proposed  to  appropriate  to  190,438,356 
paper  pesos  and  48,362,014  gold  pesos.  It  is  assumed  that  55,000,000 
^uintaLs  (1  quintal =101.41  pounds)  of  nitrate  will  be  exported  dur- 
ing 1917,  and  that  the  export  duties  on  this  amount  will  be  77,770,000 
gold  pesos.  This  is  slightly  more  than  53  per  cent  of  the  entire  esti- 
mated receipts. 
Amouts  Kequlred  for  Departments. 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  amounts  required  for  the 
several  departments: 


Departments. 


Interior 

ronlgn  Relations,  etc. 

Instlce 

Pabilc  Instruction 

Treasury 

War 


Paperpesos.*  Odd  pesos.' 


47,(IM,819 
2,828,Stf 
10, 734,  MB 
31,741,263 
15,181.099 
43,437,<68 


4M,240 
1,036, 8fiO 


246,313 

49,040,S66 

507,702 


Departments. 


Navy 

Industry  and  Publio 

Works 

Railways , 

Total 


Paperpe80s.>  Oold  pesos.' 


17,741,448 

16,219,318 
9,345,233 


194,284,356 


19,486,283 

41,217 
1,833 


70,825,014 


■  According  to  tbe  United  States  Treasury  statement  dated  luly  1, 1916,  the  value  of  the  Chilean  paper 
M80  is  t0.14  and  that  of  the  gold  peso  tO.365. 


HVNGABIAH  NATUBAL-GAS  CONTBACT  HADE. 

IConsul  General  William  Coffin,  Budapest,  June  23.] 

The  fii-st  general  meeting  of  the  Hungarian  Natural  Gas  Co. 
(TJngarische  Erdgas  Aktiengesellschaft)  was  held  June  20,  1916. 
The  capital  stock  is  27,000,000  crowns  (crown=$0.2026  United  States 
currency),  of  which  the  Ministry  of  Finance  has  received  shares  to 
the  amount  of  4,000,000  crowns  in  return  for  the  gas  fields  turned 
over  to  the  company  and  the  investments  thereon.  The  balance  of  the 
stock,  23,000,000  crowns,  has  been  taken  over  against  a  payment  of 
30  per  cent  by  the  syndicate  formed  under  the  direction  of  tlie 
Deutsche  Bank  of  Berbn. 

At  the  first  meeting  a  long-term  contract  for  the  supply  of  nat- 
ural gas  to  the  Hungarian  Nitrogen  Artificial  Fertilizer  Factory 
(Ungarische  Nitrogen  Kunst-Dunger-Fabriks  Aktiengesellschaft) 
was  ratified.  This  company  will  obtain  its  entire  supply  of  natural 
^s  from  the  Hungarian  company.  Work  has  been  begun  on  the 
sinking  of  wells. 

[A  previous  report  on  the  plans  for  supplying  natural  gas  In  Hungary  was 
published  In  Comheece  Reports  for  May  20,  lOlC] 
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NETHESLAVSS  LAW  TAZnra  WAB  FBOFITS.       . 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amaterdam,  Jane  27.] 

From  a  brochure  just  publi^ed  at  Haarlem  giving  the  text  of  the 
Dutch  law  taxing  war  profits,  with  copious  notes  and  comments  by 
a  member  of  the  commission  that  framed  it,  the  following  facts  are 
extracted : 

The  war  greatly  increased  Government  expenses  through  mobiliza- 
tion. At  the  same  time  it  disastrously  a£fected  many  Dutch  indus- 
tries, but  augmented  the  profits  of  others.  Thus  on  one  side  were 
industries  less  able  to  pay  taxes  than  before  the  war;  on  the  other, 
industries  whose  tax-paying  ability  was  much  increased.  Exact  jus- 
tice demanded  that  the  Government  should  ask  more  from  one  than 
from  the  other. 

QoTemment  CommlsBion  Appointed. 

In  November,  1914,  the  first  steps  were  taken  toward  a  war-profit 
tax,  but  the  measure  proposed,  which  levied  export  duties  only,  en- 
countered such  wide  objection  that  it  was  withdrawn.  However,  as 
sentiment  in  general  favored  a  war-profit  tax,  discussion  of  ways  and 
means  continued  with  growing  force  and  interest  as  the  Scandinavian 
countries  and  also  the  countries  at  war  enacted  laws  imposing  such 
taxes.  Furthermore,  those  laws  gave  suggestions  and  served  as 
models  for  a  similar  law  in  Holland. 

Discussion  and  consideration  finally  culminated  in  October, 
1915,  in  the  appointment  of  a  Government  commission  of  32 
members,  empowered  to  investigate  and  ascertain  by  what  method 
a  temporary  tax  could  be  collected  upon  increases  of  income  or  of 
possessions  directly  or  indirectly  resulting  from  the  war,  and,  with 
their  report  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  to  present  drafts  of  the 
laws  which  they  considered  necessary.  Half  of  the  commission  were 
members  of  the  Dutch  Parliament ;  representatives  of  the  Department 
of  Finance  and  of  large  banking,  shipping,  and  commercial  interests 
composed  the  other  half. 

The  appointment  of  this  commission  was  universally  approved  by 
the  country.  In  February,  1916,  after  four  months'  work,  its  report 
was  presented  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  with  the  draft  of  a  pro- 
posed law.  The  bill  went  through  the  usual  stages  in  Parliament, 
and,  without  great  change,  became  a  law  June  21,  1916.  The  law  is 
retroactive,  taKing  effect  with  August  1,  1914 — the  beginning  of  the 
war. 
"  Increases  "  as  Defined  by  the  law. 

All  increases  of  incomes  or  profits  directly  or  indirectly  resulting 
from  the  war  are  taxed ;  and  all  increases  are  presumed  to  result  from 
the  war  unless  the  contrary  is  shown.  The  law  specifies  that  it  ap- 
plies to  residents  of  the  Netherlands  and  to  nonresidents  who  have 
real  or  personal  property  in  this  country,  and  that  it  applies  to  all 
business  corporations  established  within  this  country,  to  domestic 
shipping  companies,  to  domestic  institutions  of  all  kinds  which  con- 
duct a  pursuit  or  a  business,  and  to  all  corporate  bodies  not  estab- 
lished in  this  country  which  have  real  or  personal  property  here. 

As  defined  by  the  law,  "  increase  "  of  income  or  profit  means  the 
amount  thereof  above  the  average  income  or  profit  in  1911, 1912,  and 
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1913.  In  certain  exceptional  cases  the  basic  income  or  profit  is  only 
that  of  the  year  1913.  Of  corporations  or  other  associations  of  per- 
sons that  began  business  in  or  after  1913  the  clear  profits  of  any  year 
above  5  per  cent  interest  on  the  capital  stock  are  considered  increased 
profits. 

In  the  application  of  these  general  principles,  exceptional  or 
possible  cases  are  provided  for  by  further  articles,  and  certain  de- 
ductions are  allowed  in  calculating  incomes.  Increased  pay  or 
salary  for  work  done,  if  it  does  not  exceed  what  is  usual  in  the 
particular,  occupation,  is  not  subject  to  the  tax.  Increased  or  de- 
creased income  of  a  married  woman  is  considered  to  be  that  of  her 
husband. 

Kate  of  Taxation — ^Penalties. 

Taxable  war  profit  or  income  is  divided  into  two  classes:  If  this 
profit  or  income  is  annually  under  $1,000  a  tax  of  10  per  cent  is 
levied  on  aU  above  $400;  if  $1,000  or  more,  the  tax  is  30  per  cent  on 
all  above  $800. 

Whoever  is  subject  to  the  war-profits  tax  must  make  a  declaration 
upon  a  prescribed  form  and  must  return  it  to  the  designated  official 
within  20  days  after  receiving  it,  though  longer  time  may  be  allowed 
in  exceptional  cases.  Failure  to  make  this  declaration  subjects  the 
delinquent  to  an  increase  of  100  per  cent  in  the  tax  levied  on  him. 
(^e  who  deliberately  makes  an  incorrect  or  insufficient  declaration 
is  liable  to  imprisonment  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  mcmths.  A 
false  declaration  deliberately  made  subjects  the  offender  to  im- 
prisonment for  two  years  or  less.  Other  offenses  and  shortcomings, 
mvolving  neglect,  evasion,  etc.,  are  punishable  by  fines  ranging  from 
$40  to  $400,  in  some  cases  with  the  alternative  of  imprisonment  for 
(me  to  six  months. 

Half  the  tax  must  be  paid  within  three  months  and  the  remainder 
within  six  months  after  it  is  duly  assessed. 
Correcting  Previous  Returns — Repeal  After  War  Closes. 

The  law  makes  detailed  provisions  for  the  hearing  and  decision 
of  complaints  regarding  assessments,  the  use  of  experts  in  examining 
books  and  records,  the  guidance  of  tax  officials,  and  fior  all  con- 
ceivable emergencies  and  contingencies  that  may  arise.  The  hiw 
also  provides  that  if  it  appears  from  the  declaration  of  any  person 
that  he  had  understated  his  income  in  the  years  1911,  li)12.  and 
1913  tlie  penalty  prescribed  therefor  will  not  be  inflicted,  but  lie  will 
be  required  now  to  pay  the  tax  on  the  amount  of  income  which  he 
did  not  then  report.  The  operation  of  this  provision  may  be  thus 
illustrated :  If  a  person  in  1911,  1912,  and  1913  declared  his  income 
at  $4,000  but  now  declares  it  to  have  been  $8,000  in  those  years,  he 
will  be  required  to  pay  income  tax  on  the  additional  $4,000  per  year, 
but  will  be  pardoned  for  the  offense  he  then  committed.  It  is  ob- 
vious that  a  person  would  now  be  inclined  to  state  his  full  income  in 
those  three  years,  because  the  higher  the  average,  which  is  the  basis 
of  <Jie  war-profits  tax,  the  less  would  be  the  amount  of  his  tax.  The 
general  pardon  in  the  new  law  encourages  him  to  rectify  any  past 
error. 

The  Government  estimate  of  the  annual  amount  which  will  be 
realized  from  the  war-profits  tax  is  stated  to  be  $34,170,000.    This  is 
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described  as  very  conservatiye  by  Amsterdam  buaoxeBS  men,  who  in- 
form me  that  in  their  judgment  the  amomit  yrill  be  at  least  twice  that 
fig[ure.  It  is  miderstood  that  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  will  be  applied 
cmefly  to  pay  the  cost  of  mobilization. 

The  law  provides  that  within  a  year  after  the  close  of  the  war  a 
proposal  to  repeal  it  shall  be  presented. 

VALTTABLE  GIFT  TO  TEE  GOVESNHEirT. 

On  July  28,  1916,  the  President  afiSxed  his  signature  to  a  joint 
resolution  of  Congress,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  to 
accept  from  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Scully,  of  Massachusetts,  the  gift  of  a 
trout  hatchery  located  about  seven  miles  from  Great  Barrington, 
Mass.  The  property  comprises  about  135  acres  in  the  beautiful 
Berkshire  Hills  region,  and  all  buildings,  ponds,  and  other  struc- 
tures constituting  a  going"  hatchery.  The  establishment  was 
foimded  and  operated  by  Mrs.  Scully's  husband,  the  late  Mr.  John  S. 
Scully,  who  was  interested  in  fish  cvuture  for  its  own  sake,  but  whose 
business  ability  enabled  him  to  make  even  of  his  means  ot  recreation 
a  highly  efficient  organization. 

Mrs.  Scully's  munificent  gift  was  prompted  by  the  desire  to  have 
the  property  maintained  perpetually  for  the  purpose  to  which  it 
was  dedicated  by  her  husband.  It  will  pass  mto  the  care  of  the 
Bureau  of  Fisheries,  and  officials  of  that  service  who  have  examined 
it  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  trout-hatchery  sites 
in  the  East,  and  that  the  character  of  the  water  supply  and.  the 
topography  and  arrangement  of  the  plant  will  make  it  one  of  the 
most  efficient  owned  by  the  Government. 

Although  formal  possession  will  not  be  taken  for  some  time,  it 
is  the  purpose  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  to  assume  immediate  charge 
of  its  operations. 

AMEBICAN  CONSXFIAB  OFFICEKS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion ot 
venue. 

Address. 

Kol)^,  Japan 

Aug.  15 
Aug.  10 
Sept.    6 
Aug.    5 
Sept.   1 

Aug.    1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  80 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  V». 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 

Cooke  A   B 

rntras,  Greece 

Iluddersfleld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

Breslau,  OermBny 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica .... 

Cheffoo,  China 

Eriurt,  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
Fort  Antonio,  Jamaica 
Karachi,  India 

Ha!«  F.  D 

Fisher  Fred  D 

Albany,  Oreg. 
CarroUtoD,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Pa. 

Masterson,  WiUiam  W 

Seltzer  Harrv  G 

Apartment  No.  75,  The  Brunswick, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Bft. 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.a 

Monaehan.7.  C 

Jewell,  John  F 

Goodiert  J&mos  H 

27  Sooth  Hawk  Street.  Albany,  N.  T. 
Deportmtet  of  State, WashJngton,D.C. 
C/o  University  aab,  Kansas  City,  ilo. 
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FOBEIOH  MASXE7S  FOS  HLQrO  CABIHET8. 

B&AZU. 
tCommerclal  AttacM  Lincoln  Hutcblnson,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Apr.  80.] 

Filing  cabinets  of  wood  or  steel  are  not  so  commonly  used  in 
Brazil  as  in  the  United  States,  but  all  the  larger  and  better  equipped 
business  offices  have  them  and  their  use  is  increasing.  Both  kinds 
are  employed,  the  metal  ones  being  almost  wholly  of  foreign  origin, 
vhile  the  wooden  are  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  manufacture. 
Brazil  aboimds  in  hardwoods,  which  are  unsurpassed  for  cabinet 
and  furniture  work,  and  nearly  every  town  has  its  expert  cabinet- 
makers who  turn  out  work  of  excellent  quality.  In  addition,  in  the 
larger  cities,  are  to  be  found  furniture  factories,  which  likewise  do 
excellent  work  in  larger  quantities,  by  machineir  and  bv  hand.  These 
concerns,  both  large  and  small,  are  making  filing  cabinets  more  or 
less  similar  to  the  unported  ones  and,  in  competition  with  the  latter, 
have  two  great  advantages,  which  in  most  cases  give  them  the  pref- 
erence: (1)  The  imported  article  is  subject  to  a  customs  duty  equiva- 
lent to  iibout  100  per  cent  ad  valorem;  and  (2)  several,  at  least,  of 
the  Brazilian  hardwoods  are  immune  from  the  attacks  of  the  white 
ant,  which  frequently  destroys  in  a  few  years  furniture  of  foreign 
manufacture. made  of  less  resistant  wood.  Steel  filing  cabinets,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  not  made  in  Brazil ;  the  increasing  number  in  use. 
are  entirely  of  foreign  origin. 

The  matter  of  preference  of  one  or  the  other  sort  seems  to  be 
chiefly  an  affair  or  personal  taste.  Many  men  who  have  in  recent 
years  been  using  steel  furniture  seem  greatly  to  prefer  it  to  any  other 
for  such  a  climate  as  this.  It  does  not  warp,  is  viery  durable,  and  is 
not  subject  to  attack  from  ants.  Compared  with  imported  wooden 
cabinets,  there  is  the  added  reason  for  preference  that  the  import 
duty  is  lower,  amounting  to  about  1  mureis  per  kilo,  or  approxi- 
mately 40  per  cent  of  the  selling  price  here.  On  the  other  hand, 
many  men  prefer  the  wooden  cases,  if  well  made  of  ant-resisting 
wood,  partly  because  thejr  are  of  better  appearance  and  harmonize 
better  with  their  other  office  furniture,  which,  in  most  instances,  is  of 
Brazilian  wood.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  the  use  of  steel  is 
increasing. 

Opinions  of  Brazilian  Sealer. 

The  following  information  was  obtained  from  the  only  extensive 
dealer  in  filing  cabinets  in  Bio: 

Wooden  filing  cabinets  (archives)  ore  in  little  use  and  their  use  is  not 
tacreasing,  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  the  locally  made  article  and  the  high 
flnty  on  imports.  Steel  is  preferable  to  wood,  aside  from  being  cheaper,  because 
It  lasts  longer  and  is  easier  to  keep  in  order.  The  principal  make  sold  by  this 
house  comes  from  the  United  States.  The  three  styles  that  have  the  preatest 
sale  in  Brazil  are  the  following:  (1)  Four-drawer  letter  or  legal  size,  17  inches 
wide  by  25  Inches  deep  by  50  inches  high,  selling  for  $C8.75  (conversion  at  the . 
rate  of  $0.25  to  the  paper  mllreis) ;  one-drawer  letter  or  legal  size,  25  inches 
deep,  17  inches  wide  $18.75;  (3)  size  for  card  index,  cards  3  by  5  inches,  17 
deep,  17  inches  wide  and  12  Inches  high,  selling  for  $22.50,  and  17  by  17  by  12 
inches,  selling  for  $18.75;  (3)  size  for  card  index,  cards  3  by  5  Inches,  17 
taches  deq),  selling  for  $6.25  with  one  drawer  and  for  $10  with  two  drawers. 
One  of  the  four-drawer  cabinets  weigtis  65  kilos  (143  pounds)  net  and  110  kiloa 
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(243  pounds)  gross.  The  frel^it  charged  on  gross  weight  was  |8  on  the  latest 
lot  Imported.  Sometimes  the  freight  is  charge  according  to  space,  sometime? 
according  to  weight. 

[A  list  of  Eio  dealers  in  office  supplies  who  might  be  interested  in 
filing  cabinets  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  1444.] 

CHILE. 

[R.  De  F.  Boomer,  clerk  to  commercial  attacbj,  Santiago,  May  16.1 

It  can  hardly  be  said  that  filing  cabinets,  in  the  American  sense  of 
the  term,  are  in  common  use  in  Chile.  Different  business  houses, 
the  Government,  etc.,  have  so-called  filing  cases,  but  they  follow  no 
standard  design  as  to  size  or  construction  and  are  made  by  local 
carpenters  to  fit  some  particular  need.  Many  of  the  large  houses 
still  file  their  correspondence  in  the  cardboard-box  letter  files  that  one 
buys  for  $0.25  in  tne  United  States,  and  practically  all  of  them  use 
bound  ledgers  for  accoimting,  lists,  etc.,  the  card-index  systems  being 
practically  imknown.  This  condition  may  be  attributed  to  the  cheap- 
ness of  clerical  labor,  its  ignorance  of  up-to-date  office  methods,  and 
the  comparative  smallness  of  most  businesses  coupled  with  the  liigh 
initial  cost  of  imported  filing  cabinets.  There  are  certain  houses, 
especially  branches  of  American  firms,  and  banks  that  are  equipped 
with  filing  cabinets,  but  their  number  is  very  small.  There  is  only 
one  bookstore  in  Santiago  where  one  is  able  to  buy  plain  library  cards. 
The  firms  that  have  card  indexes  have  to  order  the  cards  made  espe- 
cially for  them  or  import  them  from  abroad.  Plain  library  cards, 
made  locally,  cost  about  $0.90  a  hundred. 

Gradually  Inereating  Sale  of  Cabinets — ^Dutie*. 

This  condition,  however,  is  changing  and  within  the  last  few 
months  filing  cabinets  have  been  seen  on  sale  in  three  stores  in  Santi- 
ago. The  wooden  cabinets  are  made  locally  of  imported  American 
oak  and  are  but  little  inferior  to  the  American  article.  The  duty  on 
finished  cases  of  common  wood,  under  which  is  included  oak,  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  new  tariff  just  passed,  $0.18  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds), 
gross  weight.  The  duty  on  pine,  oak,  and  other  common  woods  is 
$0.11  per  square  meter  25  millimeters  thick  ($10.17  per  1,000  board 
feet),  when  imported  in  the  rough.  Fine  cabmet  woods,  such  as  ma- 
hogany, lignum-vitse,  walnut,  rosewood,  ebony,  etc.,  pay  a  duty  of 
$0.;i«5  per  square  meter  25  millimeters  thick  ($33.92  per  1,000  feet). 
A  locally  made  upright  cabinet  with  four  letter-filing  drawers  and 
two  card-index  drawers  with  two  compartments  each,  made  of  Amer- 
ican oak,  is  on  sale  in  Santiago  for  about  $85.  One  steel  case  of 
American  manufacture  has  also  been  seen  on  sale.  It  consisted  of  an 
upright  cabinet  with  four  letter-filing  drawers  and  sold  for  $109.50. 
It  is  believed  that  the  duty  on  such  a  case  under  the  new  tariff  would 
be  $0.18  per  kilo,  gross  weight. 
Prospects  and  Hethods  of  Developing  Chilean  Karket 

The  development  of  a  market  for  filing  cabinets  would  seem  to  be 
«  possibility,  but  one  that  would  require  considerable  educative  prop- 
aganda. It  would  seem  difficult  for  American  wooden  cabinets  to 
compete  with  the  locally  made  wooden  cabinets  because  of  the 
cheapness  of  carpenter  labor  and  the  high  import  duties  and  freight 
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charges  oa.  such  bulky  articles  as  cabinets.  If,  however,  steel  cabi- 
nets could  be  shipped  knocked  down  and  thus  occupying  compara- 
tively little  space,  they  should  find  a  market  here  without  local  com- 
petition and  should  appeal  because  of  their  durability  and  solid  con- 
struction. 

It  would  seem  to  the  writer  that  some  one  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  methods  of  using  filing  'and  card-index  cabinets  who  could 
give  a  practical  demonstration  to  local  business  houses,  Government 
offices,  etc.,  should  be  able  to  create  a  demand  in  Chile,  particularly 
in  Santiago  and  Valparaiso.  Such  a  person  should  be  able  to  speak 
Spanish  fluently  and  should  be  sociaUy  acceptable  to  the  Chileans. 

[The  names  of  firms  handling  filing  cabinets  and  of  firms  that  might  be 
interested  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  1491.] 

[Commercial  Attaclit  William  F.  Montaron,  Lima,  July  3.] 

The  only  filing  cabinets  in  common  use  in  Peru,  Bolivia,  or  Ecua- 
dor are  wooden.  Although  there  may  have  been  imported  a  few 
pieces  of  metal  furniture  by  private  persons,  these  articles  seem  never 
to  have  been  offered  for  sale  here.  In  order  to  decide  which  style  of 
cabinet,  steel  or  wood,  is  preferable  in  this  district,  it  is  necessary  to 
take  into  consideration  more  than  the  needs  of  the  local  omcea 
Freight  rates  are  very  high,  and  the  disturbed  conditions  have  made 
it  impossible  for  the  Panama  Canal  to  affect  them  as  it  probably  will 
in  normal  times.  Steel  furniture  with  welded  joints  is  bulky  and 
pays  a  correspondingly  high  freight.  Freight  rates  to  Bolivia  or  to 
interior  points  in  Peru  and  Ecuador  are,  of  course,  much  higher  even 
than  those  to  Peruvian  ports.  Lumber  can  be  shipped  cheaply,  and 
has  this  advantage  over  steel  or  any  other  kind  of  manufactured 
furniture. 

It  is  customary  in  these  countries  to  assess  the  customs  duty  against 
gross  weight,  and  steel  furniture,  being  bulky,  would  pay  a  heavier 
duty  than  wooden  furniture  even  if  the  rates  were  the  same.  In  Peru 
the  tariff  on  steel  furniture  not  specified  is  22  centavos  per  kilo 
($0,049  per  pound),  while  on  corresponding  wooden  furniture  it  is 
only  13  centavos  per  kilo  ($0,029  per  pound)  gross  weight, 
frospect  of  Success  with  Steel  FiUng  Cases. 

Practically  no  timber  is  produced  in  Peru,  and  that  which  is  pro- 
duced in  Ecuador  and  Bolivia  is  very  expensive  because  of  the  crude 
processes  employed.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  if  steel  furniture 
can  compete  in  price  with  wooden  furniture  anywhere,  it  should  be 
able  to  do  so  in  these  countries.  The  fact  that  steel  is  less  perishable 
than  wood  would  give  a  special  advantage  in  these  countries,  where 
there  are  various  wood-eating  insects.  It  is  thought  that  most  of  the 
disadvantages  to  which  steel  furniture  is  subject  in  this  market  can  be 
removed  and  that  a  serious  attempt  to  introduce  it  would  meet  with 
some  success. 

An  American  firm  is  in  a  position  to  handle  this  class  of  merchan- 
dise at  Lima  (Peru),  La  Paz  (Bolivia),  or  Guayaquil  (Ecuador). 
The  manager  of  a  Lima  firm  that  has  several  American  agencies 
stated  that  he  had  ordered  some  American  safes  on  trial.    A  firm  in 
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Trujillo,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Chicama  district,  handling  fumi- 
tare,  especially  steel  beds,  might  likewisebe  interested  in  this  matter. 

[The  names  of  the  firms  referred  to  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  1646.] 

B,JKSfA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  Hay  29.] 

Steel  filing  cabinets  are  apparently  almost  unknown  in  Russia,  and 
even  wooden  cabinets  of  modem  design  are  not  much  used.  The  best 
of  the  latter  sort  appear  to  be  imported  from  Sweden,  and  are  appar- 
ently modeled  to  a  great  extent  on  American  cabinets.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  any  import  trade  in  such  articles  is  very  difficult,  owing  to 
the  high  freights  and  scarcity  of  cars,  so  that  most  of  those  being 
sold  now  are  from  stocks  bought  before  the  war. 

I  wrote  to  the  various  American  consuls  in  the  Russian  Empire, 
asking  for  information  about  the  use  of  office  cabinets  in  their  respec- 
tive districts.  With  the  exception  of  the  consul  at  Vladivostok,  who 
reports  that  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  steel  cabinets  in  his  dis- 
trict, the  various  consuls  report  that  wooden  cabinets  are  preferred, 
and  steel  cabinets  are  apparently  almost  unknown.  The  reports  from 
the  American  consuls  at  Moscow,  Riga,  Odessa,  Tiflis,  and  Vladi- 
vostok are  appended. 

[Consul  William  L.  Jenkins,  detaUed  as  vice  consul  at  Moscow,  May  S.] 

Ovtlook  is  HoMow  District  Unpromising. 

No  steel  filing  cabinets  are  used  in  this  district;  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt was  made  to  introduce  them  about  five  years  ago.  The  wooden 
cabmets  in  use  are-made  in  either  Finland  or  Sweden,  after  American 
patterns.  It  is  claimed  that  a  firm  in  Reval  also  manufactures  these 
cabinets  in  considerable  quantities.  It  would  seem  to  be  the  general 
opinion  that  owing  to  the  high  price  of  first-class  American  cabinets, 
the  chances  of  introducing  these  goods  into  Russia  at  present  are  very 
small. 

[Consul  Douglas  Jenkins,  Riga,  May  3.] 

American  Competition  with  Russian  and  Finnish  Finns  I>iffi.calt. 

Neither  wooden  nor  steel  filing  cabinets  of  modem  design  are  in 
general  use  in  this  district,  though  wooden  cabinets  are  gradually 
growing  in  popularity.  Steel  cabinets  are  apparently  unknown  in 
the  trade  here. 

What  demand  there  was  for  modern  office  furniture  before  the  war 
was  met,  to  a  large  extent,  by  the  output  of  a  factory  at  Reval  and  by 
a  manufacturer  in  Finland.  Both  of  the.se  concerns  had  well-estab- 
lished selling  branches  in  Riga  and  supplied  office  furniture  after 
American  designs.  This  office  reached  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  American  makers  to  compete  with 
them. 

Some  of  tlie  dealers  in  office  furnishings  in  Riga,  who  may  be  in- 
terested in  American  filing  cabinets,  have  suspended  business  tem- 
porarily, while  others  have  moved  to  the  interior.  It  is  impossible  to 
say  what  they  will  do  after  the  war.  However,  they  can  be  reached 
through  the  addresses  given  on  the  list  sent  with  this  report. 
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[Consul  Jobn  A.  Bay,  Odessa,  Ifsy  18.] 

Advertisiiif  CunyaifH  Veoessary  to  Create  Xarket. 

Filing  cabinets  are  not  in  c(»nmon  use  in  Russia,  and  are  very 
seldom  to  be  found  in  Russian  offices.  They  are  almost  unknown 
here.  However,  a  market  can  be  created  for  filing  cabinets  in  Russia^ 
for  use  not  only  in  business  offices  but  also  in  the  offices  of  physicians 
and  lawyers.  It  is  thought  that  the  wooden  cabinets  would  be  pre- 
ferred. In  order  to  build  up  a  market  for  filing  cabinets  in  Russia, 
it  would  be  advisable  to  carry  out  an  energetic  advertising  campaign, 
which  would  show  business  men  by  means  of  samples  the  big  advan- 
tages of  such  equipment  and  the  superiority  of  American  makes. 

[Consul  F.  Wlllougbby  Smltb,  Tlflls,  May  IT.] 
firowing  Demand  in  the  Caucasus — Imports. 

The  demand  for  wooden  and  steel  filing  cabinets  in  the  Caucasus 
district  is  limited.  Wooden  cabinets  are  preferred  because  they  are 
dieaper. 

The  importation  of  cabinets  to  the  Caucasus  is  of  very  recent 
growth,  dating  not  further  back  than  1908.  No  statistics  are  avail- 
able, and  the  data  on  hand  are  insufficient  even  for  an  estimate. 
However,  in  the  large  towns,  such  as  Baku  and  Tiflis,  the  demand  is 
notably  increasing  and  is  merely  temporarily  checked  by  war  condi- 
ti<ms.  Some  of  the  wooden  cabinets  are  made  locally  and  are  very 
clumsy  affairs;  the  better  types  were  brought  from  Warsaw  or  im- 
ported from  Finland,  Sweden,  and  Germany.  A  few  were  imported 
from  the  United  States  and  were  received  with  great  favor,  though 
the  price  was  considered  too  high  for  the  general  trade.  The  high 
price  was  due  partly  to  high  freight  charges  and  partly  to  the  big 
margin  of  profit  that  the  miporters  were  obliged  to  allow  because 
they  had  to  pay  cash  with  order  and  assume  the  entire  risk. 

Steel  cabinets  would  be  very  favorably  received  for  the  use  of 
banks  and  notarial  and  Government  offices,  but  the  duty  on  such 
articles  is  prohibitive. 

[ConsDl  John  K.  Caldwell,  Vladivostok,  May  10.] 

Steel  Cabinets  Preferred  in  Siberia. 

Filing  cabinets  are  not  used  to  the  same  extent  in  the  business  houses 
in  the  Vladivostok  consular  district  as  in  similar  houses  in  the  United 
States,  but  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  this  class  of  goods,  which 
dould  be  of  steel  rather  than  wood,  owing  to  the  very  severe  climate. 
The  American  oak  filing  cabinets  in  use  in  this  office  are  ^ving  good 
service  and  are  standing  the  climate,  but  unless  the  cabinets  are  of 
the  very  best  quality  of  wood,  steel  would  be  preferable. 

[The  catalogue  of  a  Swedish  flrm  that  now  .<<upplies  flUtiR  cabinets  to  Russia 
may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices,  which  will  also  furnish,  on  application,  tlie  names  of  Arms  in  Russia  wlio 
might  be  interested  In  selling  American  cal)inets.    Refer  to  file  No.  l.'ilS.] 


Ecuador  imported  15,840  poimds  of  crude  petroleum  from  the 
United  States  in  1915.  although  it  received  no  shipments  of  crude 
oil  from  this  country  during  the  preceding  year,  according  to  a  re- 
port sent  from  (iuayaquil  by  Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Goding. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


398  COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

BRAZniAir  COMFAFZ  TO  DEVELOP  MEAT  FSE8EEYDI0. 

[Consal  General  Alfred  L.  U.  Gottscbalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  June  23.] 

At  a  meeting  of  business  men  held  in  this  city  on  June  20, 1916,  a 
company  yvas  formed  for  the  exploitation  of  a  process  for  preserving 
meats  without  the  use  of  refrigeration.  The  Brazilian  people  con- 
sume relatively  very  large  quantities  of  beef  and  have  shown  great 
interest  in  the  process  to  be  employed  by  the  new  company. 

Most  of  the  meat  consumption  of  Brazil  is  in  the  form  of  "  xarque  " 
(jerked  beef  or  "  biltong"),  and  the  new  process  is  said  to  produce 
results  almost  equal  to  those  of  the  ordinary  refrigerating  methods, 
which  are  much  more  costly. 

The  treatment  consists  of  boning  the  meat  and  putting  it  through 
a  certain  slight  process  of  salting;  then  immersing  it  in  special  tanks 
containing  a  pickled  preparation  formed  of  meat  juices  and  melted 
salt,  where  it  is  left  for  10  days.  It  is  claimed  that  meat  so  treated 
is  preserved  indefinitely,  whether  exposed  later  to  air,  heat,  moisture, 
or  extreme  cold.  It  is  said  that  the  meat  thus  prepared  has  a  dark- 
ish appearance,  similar  to  that  of  dried  meat,  but  that  once  dipped 
in  water  it  resumes  its  original  appearance. 

Process' Becently  Patented  in  Brazil. 

The  process  has  recently  been  patented  here.  It  has  been  tried 
for  some  years  on  a  small  scale  in  Ceara  and  other  places.  In  190S 
there  was  a  small  factory  at  Quixada,  and  in  1910  a  much  larger  in- 
stallation was  put  up  at  Estacao  de  Junco.  From  1908  to  1914  the 
company  manufactured  and  sold  meats  in  cases  of  12  tins  of  4  kilos 
(8.8  pounds)  each,  which  were  sent  to  Para  and  Manaos  for  con- 
sumption on  the  upper  Amazon.  The  product  sold  per  kilo  at  Para 
from  32^  to  39^  cents  United  States  currency  (kilo=2.2  pounds). 

Those  interested  in  the  process  lay  stress  upon  its  usefulness,  in 
view  of  the  enormous  difficulties  and  cost  which  attend  the  installa- 
tion of  refrigerating  plants  in  this  country.  The  company  starts 
with  capital  of  100  contos  of  reis  ($25,000  United  States  currency), 
divided  into  1,000  shares  of  100  milreis  each. 

[The  name  of  the  company  mentioned  and  the  list  of  officers  may  be  obtalnetl 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Us  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  78575.] 

JAPANESE  TEXTILE  PLANT  TO  BE  ENLABGED. 

[Vice  Consul  Henry  B.  Hitchcock,  Nagasaki,  June  30.] 

Announcement  is  made  in  the  Nagasaki  Nichi  Nichi  Shinbun  of 
June  28,  1916,  of  proposed  extensions  to  the  mills  of  the  Nagasaki 
Spinning  &  ^\  eaving  Co.  The  American  consulate  is  informed  by  a 
representative  of  the  company  that  the  new  machinery  will  add 
40,000  spindles  to  the  capacity  of  the  mills.  AH  of  the  machinery 
was  purchased  in  England.  This  is  but  one  example  of  Japanese 
business  men  seizing  the  opportunity  created  by  the  war  to  expand 
their  trade  with  China  and  other  countries  of  the  Far  East.  The 
Nichi  Nichi  Shinbun  says: 

Bids  for  the  contract  for  building  tlie  extensions  to  the  mills  of  the  Nagasaki 
Spinning  &  Weaving  Co.  were  due  a  month  ago.  This  month  the  work  of 
preparing  the  ground  is  to  be  undertaken.  In  August  the  work  on  tlie  buildings 
themselves  will  be  commenced.  It  is  planned  to  have  them  entirely  completed 
by  March  of  next  year,  when  the  new  machinery  is  to  arrive. 
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FOSEIGH  IBADS  OPPOBTUJiiTlKS. 

Btwnred  addiccM*  may  be  obtained  from  the  B«ve*v  and  tta  dtatrlet  oAeea.  Eeqnest 
for  each  opportonltj  ihonld  be  on  a  separate  abeet  and  mtrnta  opnortiiBftT  namber. 
Tbe  Bareaa  does  not  fomlab  credit  ratings  or  aaeume  reeponalbllTt;  as  to  the  standing 
«t  foreign  inquirers ;  tbe  nsoal  precaotlona  sbonld  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Cotton  nam.  No.  21980.— An  American  consnlar  officer  in  India  reports  that  « 
firm  in  Ills  district  is  in  tlie  market  for  cotton  yarn  in  cops.  Further 
InformaUon  may  be  obtained,  and  samples  of  the  yarn  inspected,  at  the 
Burean  or  its  district  offices.    (Befer  to  file  No.  78406.) 

8afetv-mor  blade  sharpenerg,  No.  21981. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  a 
firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  safety-razor  blade  sharpeners. 

CeHuloid,  No.  21982. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Denmark  writes  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  la  In  the  market  for  5,000  kilograms  (11,023  pounds)  cel- 
luloid In  plates  140  by  60  cenUmeters  in  size (75.118  by  23.622  inches) and  4} 
to  10  millimeters  (0.27716  to  0.3937  Inch)  in  thickness.  Offers  may  be  made 
on  from  500  to  1,000  kilos  for  one  shipment  Terms  to  suit  seller.  An- 
nual consumption  about  10,000  kilos.  Samples  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.     (Befer  to  file  No.  78474.) 

Commitsion  merchant,  No.  21983. — ^The  Bureau  is  advised  that  a  commission 
merchant  in  Spain  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  and  exporters.  No  particular  line  is  specified.  Refer- 
ences can  be  furnished  it  is  stated. 

Paper,  No.  21984.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  that  it  is 
in  receipt  of  an  inquiry  from  one  of  Its  clients  in  Brazil  for  printing,  writ- 
ing, and  tH>ok  paper,  in  different  qualities.  Samples  of  the  paper  may  be 
be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  Hefer  to  Miscellaneous, 
No.  140.) 

Affricultural  machinery,  etc..  No.  21985. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in 
Russia  writes  that  a  firm  in  bis  district  is  In  the  market  for  agricultural 
machinery  and  milk  separators.    Correspondence  in  Russian  and  German. 

Vndcrtakcrg'  supplies,  etc..  No.  21986. — A  firm  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession 
advises  an  American  consular  officer  of  its  desire  to  communicate  with 
manufacturers  of  casket  hardware  and  undertakers'  supplies. 

Portland  cement.  No.  21987. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Central  America 
writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  1,000  to  1,500  barrels 
of  Portland  cement    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Cane  atid  rattan.  No.  21988. — A  firm  in  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  its  desire  to  secure  cane  and  rattan  for  the  making  of  furniture. 
Samples  of  the  material  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  78577.)  Quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York  with 
counter  samples  desired. 

Flour,  tobacco,  soap,  etc..  No.  21989, — A  man  in  an  Insular  possession  of  a 
foreign  country  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exiwrters  of  stearine  candles,  soap,  butter,  flour,  to- 
bacco, and  wood  paper.    References. 

Fruits  and  vegetables.  No.  21990. — A  man  in  Norway  wishes  to  communicate 
with  producers  and  exiwrters  of  canned  fruits,  onions,  and  vegetables  of 
all  kinds. 

Machinery,  pipe,  etc..  No.  21991. — A  firm  of  Importers  and  exporters  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  engaged  in  trade  with  the  Orient,  writes  the  Bureau  that  it 
desires  to  handle  for  American  manufacturers,  as  manufacturers'  agents  or 
upon  a  commission  basis,  small  gas  pipe,  rope  and  twine  making  machinery, 
cedar  wood  for  use  In  the  manufacture  of  lead  pencils,  tobacco  for  ciga- 
rettes, smoking  mixtures,  and  cigars.    Iteference. 

Draperies,  No.  21992. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  writes  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  desires  quotations  on  drapery,  similar  to  sample 
which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  The  firm  Is 
in  the  market  for  5,000  yards  of  this  material  In  five  different  shades  In 
two  designs,  one  like  the  sample  submitted,  and  the  other  "  Roman  stripe." 
(Refer  to  file  No.  78324.) 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOR  OOYEBNHENT  OUFFLJES  AND  COVSTBUCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  sboald  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifications  can  nsnally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  tney 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  maillDg  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Hat^ji  Department  supplies,  No.  3470. — Senled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  T>.  C, 
to  whicli  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following :  Schedule  9938,  switches, 
frogs,   etc.,   railroad   crossings;   schedule  9939,   clinometers,   boat  clodis, 
transparent  protractors,  and  binocular  uecli  straps;  schedule  9940,  appa- 
ratus for  manufacturing  oxygen  and  hydrogen ;  schedule  9941,  primer  brass 
rod;  schedule  9942,  steel  flasks  and  white  paper  for  blue-print  coating; 
schedule  9943,  water  meter  and  vibrating  W.  T.  bells  and  buzzers ;  schedule 
9944,  7-ounce  blue  flannel  and  54-lnch  wide  navy-blue  worsted   serge; 
schedule  9945,  chemical  sound  tubes ;  schedule  9946,  J  by  12  Inch  arc-lamp 
carbons,  and  12  by  10  Inch,  110  V,  A.  C.  fans ;  schedule  9947,  half-and-half 
solder,  spelter  solder,  and  wiping  solder;  schedule  9948,  water  heaters,  ship 
lavatories,  bathtubs,  and  individual  urinals;  scheilule  9949,  27-lnch  wide 
flax  ravens,  cotton  machine  thread,  four-ply  flax  twine,  and  flax  mattress 
twine;   schedule  9950,  rubber  ferrules,   flexible  steel   galvanized   fuel-oil 
hose,   galvanized  buckets,  wax-burning  bunker   lamps,   motor-boat    range 
lights,  ash  oars,  2-lnch  hexagon  white  tile,  bibb  cocks,  and  steel  tubing; 
schedule  9951,  strip  phosphor  bronze,  bar  monel  metal,  boiler  zinc,  aud 
slab  zinc;  schedule  9952,  water-gauge  glasses,  fire  rubber  hose,  brass  wire, 
cotton  rags  for  wiping  machinery,  square-end  scoop  shovels,  11-lnch  oil 
syringes,  telephone  cord,  past  form-cutting  compound,  castor  oil,  mineral 
lard  oil,  and  composition  unions ;  schedule  9953,  white  bone  buttons,  stay 
binding,  and  cotton  cloth  for  mattress  covers;  schedule  9954,  No.  1  new 
pattern  safes,  chlnaware  for  oflicers'   mess,   and  sliver-plated  ware  for 
officers'  mess;  schedule  9955,  steel  angles,  carbon  (special)  steel,  hot  rolled 
or  forged  carbon  steel,  and  steel  plates;  schedule  9956,  steel  angles,  steel 
half-rounds,  black  and  galvanized  sheet  steel,  and  hull  steel  plate ;  schedule 
9957,  gold  leaf,  20  books  to  a  package,  sulphuric  acid,  alcohol,  beeswax, 
chrome  green  in  oil,  lampblack  In  oil,  petroleum,  sal  ammoniac,  strained 
crude  turpentine,  and  whiting;  schedule  995S,  hickory  ax  and  hammer 
handles,  differential  chain  blocks,  spur-geared  chain  blocks,  worm-geared 
chain  blocks,  brass  squirt  cans,  brass  jack  chains,  brass  steamboat  chain, 
galvanized   ^-inch  boat  chains,   gnlvanized-wire  screen  cloth,   soapstone 
crayons,   breast  drills,  J-inch  portable  electric  drills,  brass  eyelets   and 
grommets,  hasps  and  staples,  1-pound  scaling  hammers,  fast-pin  brass  but- 
hinges,  two-pronged  coat  and  hat  hooks,  hydraulic  Jacks,  shutter  lanterns, 
combination  locks  and  latches,  brass  chest  locks,  drawer  locks,  locks  for 
metal  and  wood  doors  and  drawers,  reversible  mortl.se  locks,  padlocks,  rim 
locks,  wardrobe  locks,  caliper  micrometers,  brass  nuts,  soapstone  pencils, 
pliers,  reamers,  galvanized  hammock  rings,  machinists'  combination  set«. 
1-quart  gasoline  torches,  vises,  and  pipe  wrenches;  schedule  9950,  steel 
angles,  bar  steel,  galvanlzed-steel  clianneKs,  billet  nickel  steel,  rivet  steel, 
and  black  and  galvanized  sheet  steel:  sche<lule  9960.  acetone,  dry  lamt)- 
black,  dry  red  lead,  and  mixing  varnisli ;  schedule  9961,  porcelain  w^ater- 
closet  bowls,  whisk  brooms,  charcoal,  rubl>er  fire  hose,  ship  lavatories, 
upholstery  leather,  bulkhead  and  hand  billy  pumps,  2-lnch  hexagon  white 
tiles,  and  galvanized  malleable-Iron  pipe  fittings;  schedule  9962,  hatchet- 
hammer  handles,  etc.,  auger  bits,  saw  miter  boxes,  micrometer  calipers, 
chisels,   hand   files,   portable  blacksmith   forge-s,   grindstones,   machinists' 
chipping  hammers,  hydraulic  jacks,  drawer  locks,  etc.,  padlocks,  rim  locks, 
4-inch  cut  boat  copper  nails,  brass  nuts,  steel  nuts,  planes,  pliers,  steel 
rivets,  all-metal  ship  scrapers,  brass  machine  and  w^ood  screws,  shears, 
roun<l-polnt  long-handle  shovels,  steel  and  woven  measuring  tapes,  1-quart 
gasoline  torches,  vises,  iron  or  steel  washers,  engineers'  wrenches,  pipe 
wrenches,  and  6-lnch  screw  wrenches;  schedule  9963,  Turkish  toweling, 
amorphous  lubricating  graphite,  composition  pipe  fittings,  tubing  for  con- 
denser ferrules,  and  gate  globe  and  check  valves ;  schetlule  9964,  high  shoes ; 
schedule  9965,  rubber-covered  wire;  and  schedule  90C6,  Interior  communi- 
cation cables,  double  conductor  bell  wire,  double-conductor  wire,  single- 
conductor  wire,  and  twin-coiuluctor  wire. 
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FRENCH  EZFOET  FBOHIBITIONS. 

r  Cablegram  from  American  consulate  general,  Paris,  July  31.] 

A  decree  of  July  28,  effective  July  29,  prohibits  the  exportation  of 
beeswax,  raw  or  manufactured,. coffee  extracts,  monazite,  tea,  menthol, 
acetones,  and  raw  or  refined  materials  used  in  their  preparation. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  is  authorized  to  grant  exceptions  to  this 
decree. 


FUSTHEB  BBITISH  lUFOBT  FBOHIBITIONS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Tice  consul,  London,  July  29.] 

A  royal  proclamation  prohibits  the  importation  into  the  United 
Kingdom  oi  the  following  articles  except  under  license :  Cocaine  and 
all  preparations,  salts,  derivatives,  or  admixtures  prepared  therefrom 
containing  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent  of  cocaine  or  opium,  raw  or  granu- 
lated, or  prepared  for  smoking  (including  any  solid  or  semi-solid 
mixture  containing  opium) ;  air  guns  and  rifles,  sporting  guns,  car- 
bines and  rifles :  oranges  not  produced  in  the  British  Empire. 

NEW  LINE  THBOTTGH  THE  CANAL. 

[Panama  Canal  Record,  July  19.] 

The  passage  through  the  Panama  Canal  on  July  15  of  the  pas- 
senger steamship  Remuera  of  the  New  Zealand  Shipping  Co.,  on 
the  way  from  Wellington  to  London,  marks  the  establishment  of  this 
importont  line  through  the  canal.  Its  route  has  formerly  been 
around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  outward  voyage  from  Great 
Britain  and  aroimd  Cape  Horn  on  the  homeward  lap,  the  vessels 
going  completely  around  the  world  on  each  voyage.  It  was  intended 
to  make  use  of  the  canal  route  some  time  ago,  but  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  in  Europe  and  the  closing  of  the  canal  by  slides  deferred 
the  adoption  of  this  route  until  now.  The  company  has  reported 
its  intention  of  building  new  ships  especially  for  the  canal  service. 

The  old  route  totaled  12,216  miles;  the  new  route  will  approximate 
11490  miles  via  Tahiti  and  Colon,  or  11,450  miles  if  the  steamer  sails 
direct  to  Balboa  from  Wellington  and  goes  by  Norfolk  on  the  way 
from  Colon  to  Plymouth. 

HOW*-!*  «>l 
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AHEBICAH  EI20TBI0AL  MACSHSKT  AXD  APPAAATITS. 

The  total  value  of  products  of  the  dec^ical-machinery  indus^  i> 
tiie  United  States  increased  practically  60  per  cent  between  VM 
and  1914.  A  snnunary  of  the  q^isns  of  manafactores  for  that  in- 
dustry in  1914  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
Census.  The  total  number  of  establi^nients  decreased  by  30  in  the 
5-year  period,  from  1,151  to  1,121 ;  but,  eliminating  those  which  make 
electrical  machinery  as  a  subsidiary  product,  the  total  number  oi- 
gaged  primarily  in  this  industry  increased  by  21. 

Of  the  1,121  establishments  reported  for  1914,  234  were  located  in 
New  York,  151  in  Illinois,  129  in  Ohio,  114  in  PennsylTania,  100  in 
Massachusetts,  83  in  New  Jersey,  46  in  Connecticut,  46  in  Indiana,  80 
in  California,  19  in  Missouri,  18  in  Minnesota,  17  in  Khode  Island,  8 
in  Colorado,  7  in  Maryland,  6  in  New  Hampaiire,  5  in  Iowa,  4  eaoi 
in  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Washington,  and  West  Vir- 
ginia, 3  in  Kentucky,  2  each  in  District  of  Colimibia,  Louisiana.  Ne- 
braska, and  Vermont,  and  1  each  in  Alabama,  Kansas,  Oregon,  South 
Carolina,  Texas,  (Uid  Virg:inia. 

The  comparative  statistics  for  1914  and  1909  are  summarized  in  the 
following  statement  of  values  of  products : 


FRkhtoU. 

im 

1914 

Products. 

1808 

18M 

Dynamos 

117,231,804 

10.612,470 

1,934,884 
1.706,9W 

886,  S74 
15,714,808 

4,«21,72» 

823,233,437 
13,120,065 
44,I?>.235 

23,402.455 

3,602,741 
742,143 

3,081,545 
17,350,386 

5,512,600 

1 

i  Electric  Ugbtingfbctures. 

TelegTaph  apparatus 

Talnb«ne  appontos. . . . 
Elearlc  heaflng  appan- 

82,200,668 

1,057,432 

U,a»,357 

1,964,  m 

7,800,00 

51,834,737 
66.604,153 

83,383,165 

Transformers 

2,248,375 

a,m,m 

4,034,435 
8,788,505 

Motors 

Batteries,    parts    and 
suppliftt    

Carbons  (including  fur- 
iiaee,Ugbting,  brusbas, 
battery,  etc^ 

Electrie  measuring  In- 
[     Rframeots 

,'  Insolatad  wire  and  «•■ 
1     bla 

Ato  lamps    ,      , 

a8,flOikfl3 

SeanUighti,  projectors, 
and  focufliiic  tatiBps. . . . 
Twfainlier  intlaTnptf .  . 

115,416iI77 

1 

Total 

340,037,478 

358, 412,  IX 

Sogkati,      taoapbdtt, 

bUM,  ItP     . 

1 

BETAININa  BASIN  FOB  BBOOD  FISH  AT  aLOlTCESTEB. 

The  authorization  by  Congress  of  an  expenditure  of  $3,000  has 
made  possible  an  important  improvement  in  the  (ish-cultural  methods 
employed  at  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  hatchery  on 
Ten-pound  Island  in  Gloucester  (Mass.)  Harbor.  With  this  appro- 
priation a  retaining  basin  of  ccmcrete  or  masonry  will  be  erected  for 
(he  retention  of  brood  fishes,  the  fish  being  permitted  to  extrude 
their  eggs  under  natural  conditions  instead  of  being  stripped  by 
hand,  as  is  the  present  practice  at  that  place. 

The  method  projected  has  been  practiced  for  many  years  in  N<»- 
yray  and  has  been  given  a  thorough  test  at  Woods  Hole,  where  it  has 
heea  demmstrated  that  it  is  not  only  cheaper  than  Uie  old  system, 
but  more  efficient  in  securing  a  higher  percentage  of  fertilization. 
The  eggs  as  discharged  float  to  the  surface  of  the  pool  and  are  carried 
by  a  water  current  into  a  flume  and  deposited  on  screens.  The 
arduous  work  of  the  spawn  taker,  handling  the  fish  often  in  freezing 
weather,  is  supplanted  by  an  almost  automatic  operation. 
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TAXATION  OF  AMEBICAK  SECUltlTIES. 

(Consul  General  Bobert  F.  Skinner,  London,  England,  July  12.] 

The  special  income  tax  of  2  shillings  in  the  pound  sterling  ($0.^6 
in  each  $4.86,  or  10  per  cent)  on  certain  listed  American  securities 
ovned  by  persons  resident  in  Great  Britain  has  already  been  briefly 
rqwrted  np<»a.  [See  Cohhsrcx  Repobts  for  June  29,  1916,  p.  1201 ; 
also,  as  of  interest  in  this  connection,  the  issues  for  Jan.  11  and  May  26 
of  this  year.]  Referring  to  the  position  of  American  citizens  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  regard  to  this  tax,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer makes  the  following  statement : 

As  consideration  of  the  bill  lias  not  yet  been  completed  by  Parliament,  the 
dauae  which  provides  for  the  taxation  of  American  securities  has  not  neces- 
sarily reached  its  final  form,  and  information  respecting  the  effect  of  the 
IHwposed  tax  can  only  be  given  snbject  to  this  reservation.  Generally  speaking, 
tbe  incidence  of  the  additional  duty  will  follow  that  of  the  ordinary  Income 
tax  (except  that  tihere  will  be  no  exemptions  or  abatements  other  than  those 
which  may  be  provided  in  the  present  finance  bill).  The  additional  duty,  like 
the  ordinary  income  tax,  will  not  apply  to  income  from  foreign  securities  belong- 
ing to  persons  not  resident  within  the  United  Kingdom.  No  exemption  is  pro- 
posed for  residents  of  foreign  nationality  as  such,  but  subclause  3  (e)  contains 
an  exemption  for  persons  who  are  not  domiciled  in  the  United  Kingdom  in 
req>ect  of  income  derived  from  securities  held  abroad,  if  the  securities  were  so 
held  before  May  29,  1916.  The  expression  "  domiciled "  is  of  course  to  be 
understood  in  its  legal  sense. 

Many  American  citizens  in  Great  Britain  have  been  particularly 
disturbed  because  their  American  stocks  are  controlled  by  trustees 
or  are  subject  to  testamentary  restrictions  of  various  kinds.  To  meet 
their  special  situation  a  clause  has  been  inserted  in  the  bill  entitling 
to  relief  from  the  additional  taxation  in  respect  of  income  derived 
from  any  American  securities  held  by  trustees  those  persons  "who 
are  prevented  by  the  terms  of  their  trust  from  placing  their  securi- 
ties at  the  dispel  of  the  Treasury  and  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  any  indemnity  conferred  by  act  of  Parliament  in  respect  of  the 
contravention  oi  those  terms,  if  the  securities  were  so  held  before 
the  29th  day  of  May,  1916."  Relief  is  also  granted  in  respect  of 
income  derived  from  securities  deposited  with  persons  outside  the 
United  Kingdom  as  security  for  a  loan  from  those  persons. 

Flactiutions  in  Bermada's  Tourist  Traffic. 

Unofficial  figures  obtained  by  Consul  Carl  R.  Loop  from  a  Hamil- 
ton steamship  agency  show  that  the  number  of  first-class  passengers 
arriving  in  Bermuda  during  1915  was  10,511,  a  decrease  from  the 
total  for  1914,  which  was  14,773.  The  largest  number  of  passengers 
arriving  in  Bermuda  in  any  one  calendar  year  was  27,045,  in  1911. 
The  total  number  m  1912  was  22,918,  decreasing  to  21,595  in  1913. 
B^linning  with  August,  the  tourist  traffic  was  greater  in  1915  than  in 
1914.  Consul  Loop  states  that  this  was  due  to  more  settled  condi- 
tions and  to  tibe  greater  popularity  of  the  islands  as  a  summer  as  well 
as  a  winter  resort. 

The  value  of  the  gold,  silver,  and  lead  produced  in  South  Dakota 
in  1915  amounted  to  $7,507,782,  compared  with  $7,43]L343  in  1914, 
as  reported  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey.  The  gold  out- 
put in  1915  was  valued  at  $7,406,305. 
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The  merchant  diippiii£,  American  and  foreign,  cleared  from  . 
ports  of  the  United  Stales,  2((,475,108  net  tons  for  Bvrape,  Soatk 
America,  Asia,  Africa,  Australia,  and  OcMnia  daring  the  nseal  j^tmr 
ended  June  30,  1916,  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  th«  United 
States  notwithstanding  the  European  war,  the  capture  of  tha  pott 
of  Antwerp,  and  the  dosing  of  the  Black  Sea,  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  the  Central  Powers,  the  withdrawal  of  German  and  Aus- 
trian merchant  ships  from  trade,  and  the  dangeirs  of  submarines 
and  mines  cast  adrift  in  the  rout^  of  ocean  conuneroe. 

Up  to  the  year  just  closed  the  greatest  volume  of  dearanioefS  from 
the  tJnited  States  for  the  overseas  continents  named  was  S4^S,40S 
net  tons  during  the  year  ended  June  80,  1914,  just  before  we  ooA- 
break  of  the  European  war.  Much  of  the  net  tonnage  in  thai  ywr 
was  space  for  passengers  (tourists  and  immigrants)  on  ocmhi 
steamers,  while  during  the  fiscal  year  just  closed  such  Hst  sleaneis 
to  a  great  extent  have  bew  withdrawn  from  trade  to  serve  as  allied 
transports  and  hospital  ^ips  or  held  in  port  to  avoid  capture,  and 
their  place  has  been  supplied  by  cargo  steamers.  (A  nei  t<»  is  100 
cubic  feet  of  ship's  closed-in  space  available  for  cargo  or  passengws). 

OTen«as  Shipping. 

American  shipping  cleared  for  the  overseas  continents  during  the 
year  just  closed  was  more  than  threefold  that  in  1914  so  deared — 
2,448,305  net  tons,  compared  with  745,242  n^  tons  for  the  flstml  year 
1914.  The  American  net  tonnage  cleared  from  the  United  Sntes 
for  these  continents  in  the  years  ended  June  30,  1914  and  1910,  fiw 
foreign  net  tonnage  so  cleared,  and  the  combinea  American  and  for- 
eign tonnage  were  as  follows,  American  tonnage  more  than  dodbling 
in  each  case  and  foreign  tonnage  showing  a  decrease,  except  to  Asia: 


Clttironcfti  tor— 

Amerkeai. 

Vanlga. 

TotaL 

1914 

ISU 

1*14 

UW 

IIM 

IM 

Tonnaae. 
4477647 
102,479 
72,218 
28,  US 
4:283 

Tanrntge. 

1,134,962 

946,363 

131,198 

167,390 

79,412 

TuUMC 

19,50B,&4 

2,aS7,I71 

1,166,083 

734,189 

402,  IM 

Totauue. 

18,79ir?l» 

1,»«.1» 

1,489,196 

696  486 

384,681 

Ttmnaae. 
2O,04M«l 

Tonrnf. 

3, 710,  on 

Asia      

''is 

Awtnlto,  ttc 

Africa      '.  

Xotal  

746,349 

2,448,306 

34,127,161 

23,026,798 

24,873.40} 

te^tHfita 

supping  Bonnd  for  Europe. 

During  tlie  past  fiscal  yenr  our  shippins:  facilities  (net  toimag*) 
for  the  export  trade  to  Eiirope,  have  been  the  greatest  in  our  histoiiy. 
Although  the  net  tonnage  in  1914  was  a  trifle  larger — half  of  1  p«r 
cent — much  of  that  net  tonnage  in  1914  was  for  the  passengar  tnlae, 
as  stated,  which  in  191()  was  relatively  small,  and  cargo  spa<^  in 
1916  was  supplied  to  help  to  meet  tlie  great  volume  of  our  exports. 
During  1914  the  American  Line  mail  £team^%  to  Sottthamptmi  and 
the  Eed  Star  Line  passenger  ships  to  Antwerp  were  virtual^  the 
only  American  ships  in  trade  with  Europe;  in  1916  Amarioan  ships 
traded  with  the  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  except  Belgium  and  toe 
blockaded  Central  Powers.    The  total  tonnage  clearances  to  France 
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tnd  Italy  almost  doubled,  the  clearances  to  Norway,  Denmark,  and 
Sweden  more  than  doubled,  and  to  Greece  increased  over  threefold. 
The  foUowing  summarizes  the  net  tonnage  clearances  to  European 
conntries: 


Dotination. 


AnMrican. 


ISU 


1916 


Foraign. 


ISM 


1916 


Totol. 


1914 


»1« 


Amtiii-Hniiguy 

Bfll  jhnn. ........,...,.,., . 

TMnee. 

Gtnnany 

Otett  Britain  and  Irdand . 

GntM 

Italy 

Ntthtriands 

BoBslA  In  Eorope... 

Beandlnarla 

Sntln 

Otiur  Europe 


Totuiatt. 


Ttmnate. 


187,966 


8,408 
341,006 


184,140 


8,838 


764 


604,  S04 
5,727 

135,116 
10,014 
23,635 

114,693 
11,464 
45,769 


Tonnage. 

517,963 

943.789 

1,763,808 

8,893,067 

7,3ol,796 

93.203 

1,893.916 

1, 7.51,756 

157,434 

881,393 

422,571 

127. 249 


Tormofe. 


3,463,667 


7,700,103 
346,865 

3,444,597 

1,366.129 
197,906 

1,483,153 
647,177 
265,228 


Tonnate. 

617,963 

1,131,734 

1,763,808 

3,902,073 

7,583,402 

93,203 

1,893,915 

1,760,682 

157,434 

681,393 

422,571 

128,013 


Tmnaie. 


3,(36,707 


8,304,707 
351,582 

3,579,713 

1,366,143 
221,441 

1,696.746 
638,641 
310.986 


Total. 


447,667      1,134,932     19,698,524 


18,791,713 


20,046,191 


19,926,666 


Clearanees  for  South  America  and  Africa. 

American  shipping  in  trade  with  South  America  has  developed 
more  rapidly  in  the  past  fiscal  year  than  in  any  other  direction.  The 
American  tonnage  cleared  was  almost  five  times  greater  than  in 
1914,  and  in  trade  with  Argentina  particularly  the  increase  is  nota- 
ble. The  withdrawal  of  foreign  ships  has  been  made  good  by 
increased  American  tonnage.  The  increase  in  total  clearances  is 
partly  due,  of  course,  to  improved  financial  conditions  in  those 
countries,  except  Peru,  and  to  the  removal  of  the  risk  of  destruction 
which  checked  trade  with  South  America  for  some  months  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  war.    The  clearances  for  South  America  follow : 


Destination. 

Anurican. 

Foreign. 

Total. 

1914 

1916 

1914 

1916 

1914 

1916 

Algnt  Iti^  .  ,         . .          

Tonnage. 

631366 

44,886 

286 

48,467 

7,310 
33,066 

i;863 

Tonnaot. 
191.436 
259,619 
236,578 
109.197 
82,386 
64,667 
62;38e 
9,195 

Tonrufe. 
611,360 
648,345 
482,377 
271,804 
42,961 
93,069 
29,800 
67,466 

Tmnace. 
575,842 
548,880 
355,547 
74,319 
60,704 
121,743 
13,357 
34,338 

Tonnant. 

616,1)' 

710,70- 

526,76" 

272,089 

91,408 

100,379 

53,886 

59,308 

767,278 

Bntil       

808.499 

CUe 

692.135 

Oolnnbia 

183.516 

Sm!?."::;::;:::;:;::::::::::::::; 

83,179 

ITnmiaT    

178,400 

vSSSt 

65,  M3 

Otiwr  Ftonth  Ainerif*.     . 

33,433 

Total 

Its,  47V 

946,363 

2,237,171 

1,761,720 

2,429,650 

2,710,073 

The  clearances  from  the  United  States  for  Africa  on  both  oceans 
and  on  the  Mediterranean  increased  from  406,457  net  tons  in  1914,  to 
464,093  net  tons  in  1916.  In  1914  the  American  shipping  thus  cleared 
was  insignificant,  only  4,263  net  tons,  while  in  the  past  year  it 
mounted  to  79,412  net  tons,  of  which  over  half,  in  spite  of  submarine 
warfare  in  the  Mediterranean,  was  cleared  for  Egypt  and  Algiers. 

The  foreign  net  tonnage  clearances  decreased  from  402,194  in  1914 
to  384,681  in  1916. 

Xrant-PaeiSo  Voyagei. 

The  total  tonnage  clearances  from  the  United  States  of  ships  on 
trans-Pacific  voyages  to  ports  in  Asia,  Australia,  the  Philippines,  and 
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foreign  islands  of  the  Pacific  incr^asfed  ftom  1^MO,106  Mk  tons  in  th« 
fiscal  ^ear  of  1914  to  2,374^72  net  t(His  in  191^and  of  ihan  aBMOBtt 
American  net  tonnage  increased  from  100,833  n«t  tons  in  1914  to 
288,588  net  tons  in  1916.  The  table  below  ^ows  that  the  gains  luii« 
not  been  uniform,  but  there  have  been  marked  increases  and  de- 
creases in  shipping  facilities  between  the  United  States  and  the  coun- 
tries and  colonies  comprised  within  the  limits  luimed.  Clearances  to 
"other  Asia,"  diow  tne  greatest  increase  from  89,176  net  tons  in 
1914  to  618,610  net  tons  in  1916.  During  the  past  year  "  other  Asia" 
has  meant  mainly  Vladivostok,  and  the  toimage  increase  ^ows  dus- 
ping  facilities  provided  for  the  export  of  locomotives,  cats.^  raiJb, 
motor  trucks,  and  stedl  products  generally  to  Kussda  throii^  Iberia, 
Russian  Black  Sea  ports  being  dosed  and  Btdtic  ports,  espedally 
Riga,  partly  closed  during  the  year.  The  effect  of  the  withdrawal  w 
the  Pacific  Mail  sliips  to  Hongkong  is  to  be  noted  and  clearances  to 
the  Philippines  also  show  a  marked  decrease.  The  Philippine  figures 
do  not  include  Government  transports. 


SeitinoUon. 

Amarlcaa. 

Foreign. 

Totol. 

Mil 

»!< 

1914 

I9M 

isi,sn 

343,816 
869,  «1 

UU 

1916 

ASIA. 

China 

4^ 

13,402 
61,131 

uo,m 

76,372 
t31,8«a 
88,4tS 

Tommm. 
iso,8n 

n,8T9 
088,415 
80, 1» 

"S!16 

BrnbhliMltt 

154,  ni 

263,208 

Tapain..  .T 

W,«1S 
«61 

181,148 

Ounr  Asb 

6U,W 

T«»l 

72, 2» 

Ul,l« 

1,165,4113 

I.M,19t 

1,217,311 

I,gaBhlM 

OCKAtnA. 

Austnlia 

14,213 
3,051 
12,321 

138,173 

1,181 

20,  OM 

492,119 
143,946 

88,125 

431,164 
86,407 
78,725 

506,463 
145.9M 
100,346 

flB," 

PhfliDDilM  IslBnds  .           

tff.m 

»,ta 

Total 

2S,ei9 

157,390 

724,189 

696,486 

763,804 

la.at 

Shipping  to  Kear-By  Foreign  Ports, 

The  gain  of  602,700  net  tons  in  export  clearances  of  shipping  from 
the  United  States  across  the  seas  and  into  waters,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  the  zones  of  naval  and  submarine  operations  and  of  war 
risk  has  been  offset,  however,  by  decreased  clearances  to  foreign 
seaports  on  or  near  the  coasts  of  North  America.  In  1914  these 
amounted  to  14,750,083  net  tons;  in  1916  to  13,420,158  net  tons.  The 
principal  decreases  have  been  in  clearances  to  the  British  West 
Indies,  preoccupied  with  war,  738,649  net  tons,  and  to  Mexico,  Haiti, 
and  the  Domini<»n  Republic,  disturbed  bv  internal  dissensiona, 
688,717  net  tons. 

In  North  American  waters  the  foreign  clearanoes  of  American 
diips  show  n  large  gain,  but  proportionately  not  so  great  as  in  over- 
seas trade,  from  4,;i9r).()82  net  tons  in  1914  to  7,296,777  net  t<ms  ia 
1916.  While  the  figures  are  larger,  they  represaupt  a  much  smaller 
numljer  of  ships  and  these  of  less  tonnage  than  the  figures  for  over- 
seas trade,  because  the  voyages  in  American  waters  are  relatively 
short  and  the  same  ship  dears  often  during  the  year.    To  CiAa, 
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Panama,  and  Central  America  the  American  tonnage  more  than 
doubled  in  the  year. 


Cloiances  (or— 

American. 

Foreign. 

Total. 

1914 

1916 

1914 

1916 

1914 

1916 

Hon  Scotia  and  British  Co- 
tanbti. 

Ttnnf€. 
1,854,058 

138,073 
8n,506 
Sm.009 

964,553 

66,883 

Totmate. 
1,998,805 

366,163 
1,810,358 
1,139,889 

1,691,412 

390,190 

Totmaae. 
2,855,943 

1,520,591 

1,738,337 

838,007 

2,203,413 

1,198,620 

Toimage. 
2,733,882 

653,852 

1,257,096 

84,518 

787,837 

606,197 

Totituae. 
4,710,001 

1,658,664 
2,609.843 
1,338,106 

3,167,966 

1,265,503 

Tonttaje. 
4,732,687 

920,016 

Brttisb  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda   

Catia 

3,067,453 

Piaama 

1,224,407 

Mexico,  Baiti,and  Dominican 
Republic 

2,479,249 

Caotral  America  and  Wast 
Indies,  except  British 

896,347 

Total 

4,395,082 

7,206,777 

10,356,001 

6,123,381 

14,760,063 

13,420,158 

Out  of  38,895^61  net  tons  of  shipping  cleared  on  ocean  voyages 
to  foreign  ports  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  20, 1916,  9,745,082 
net  tons  were  American,  or  25  per  cent;  in  the  fiscal  year  1914,  out 
of  39.622,486  net  tons  only  5,141,324,  or  13  per  cent,  were  American. 

XoTt. — Including  frequent  but  short  fresh-water  foreign  trips  to  Canada  acroas 
the  Urcat  I^ilcea  and  St.  Lawrence,  American  tonnage  In  191(3  was  34  per  cent  of 
the  total.  Detailed  Sgnres  will  be  printed  In  the  Monthly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  June,  1916,  to  be  Issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  alKtut  the  middle  of  Anguat. 


FEiriTSYLVAinA  ASD  DELAWASE  AIDS  TO  NAYIGATION. 

The  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1,  1916,  appropriated  $80,000 
for  improving  the  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  on 
the  Delaware  Kiver,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware. 

The  United  States  engineers  have  dredged  a  new  35-foot  channel 
in  the  vicinity  of  Schooner  Ledge,  Delaware  River,  which  requires 
two  ranges  or  lights  in  place  of  the  present  Schooner  Ledge  range. 

The  work  contemplated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  appro- 
priation consists  of  establishing  new  ranges  as  follows:  Chester 
(upper)  Eange,  oil-vapor  rear  light  on  the  present  reservation, 
acetylene  front  light  in  the  water,  out  of  the  way  of  heavy  ice; 
electric  fog  bell  U>  be  provided  at  the  front  light;  Marcus  Hook 
Hower)  singe  to  be  similar,  except  that  a  site  will  be  reciuired  for 
tne  rear  light  and  no  fog  bell  will  oe  needed  at  the  front  light  The 
towers  for  Chester  Range  (front  and  rear)  and  Marcus  Hook  (rear) 
will  be  upon  pile  and  concrete  foundations. 

In  connection  with  the  Chester  front  light,  the  old  light  will  have 
to  be  removed  and  a  temporary  light  displayed.  There  will  also 
be  elevated  walks  on  pile  foundations  at  this  light.  At  the  Marcus 
Hook  rear  light  an  oil  house  and  outbuildings  are  to  be  erected,  roads 
mded,  fences  built,  etc.  At  both  of  the  rear  lights  dwellings  will 
be  provided  for  the  keepers.  Both  of  the  front  light  structures  will 
require  riprapping. 

Prompt  action  in  providing  the  new  aids  or  making  improvements 
has  been  ordered  by  the  lighthouse  service  of  the  Umted  States 
Department  of  Commerce. 
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AaRICULTUBAL  EDVOAnOlT  QT  K^ASOK: 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Oodlng,  Ouayaqnil,  Jnae  24.] 

A  very  general  interest  is  being  awakened  in  Ecuador  relative  to 
the  study  of  scientific  agriculture^  culminating  in  the  establi^unent 
of  a  professorehip  of  that  branch  in  the  Cen^u  University  at  Quito, 
which  doubtless  is  the  first  step  toward  the  organization  of  an  agri- 
cultural college.    The  course  includes: 

Introductory  features. 

The  study  of  prehistoric,  liistoric,  and  naodern  agriculture. 

Meteorology  and  climatology ;  atmosidiere  In  relatton  to  plant  and  animal  lUe. 

Aqueous  phenomena ;  dew,  frost,  clouds,  fog  and  hall,  and  water  as  a  plaat 
nutritive. 

Winds ;  general  causes  and  character  of. 

Light ;  Its  Influence  and  aptflicatlon  in  agricoltura 

Blectrical  and  thermal  phenomena  is  agriculture. 

Heat  from  the  sun;  distribution  of  temperature  on  the  eartta^s  surface;  in- 
fluence of  latitude,  altitude,  seas,  winds,  rains,  etc. 

Ecuador,  its  climate  and  seasons ;  altitude  (ocean  influence,  and  winds ;  expla- 
nation of  luxuriant  veg^ation  «ind  oboDdant  rainfall  compared  wldi  tbe  bwr«n- 
neas  and  dryness  of  Pern,  Bolivia,  and  OfaUe.  Particular  studteii  on  the  teai- 
perature  and  other  £oroes  in  the  various  portions  of  the  country,  iadodisg  tiie 
paramos  (bleak  elevated  plains)  where  cereals  can  not  be  grown.  ftiUy, 
monthly,  and  annual  variations. 

Ecuador  requires  onl^  the  appiicati<Hi  of  the  prui«ipl«s  of  modem 
agriculture  to  develop  into  a  magnificent  gar^n. 

ABGENTDTE  HAinKWEAVnTG  INBXrSTBT. 

{ConnA  WUUoa  Dawson,  pr^  S«urt«,  Ivac  14.] 

According  to  La  Nacion,  a  Government  official  who  recently  in- 
vestigated conditicns  in  the  Pons  de  Jujnj,  and  particularly  in  tbe 
Humahuaca  region,  found  the  hand-weaving  industry  in  a  state  of 
complete  decadence.  This  he  attributes  lar|^ely  to  the  fact  that  in  (he 
Puna  de  Jujuy  weaving  is  done  by  men  instead  of  by  women,  as 
in  the  Provinces  of  Salta  and  Catamarca.  Spinning  is,  however,  dooe 
by  women.    . 

The  official  recommends  tliat  the  Government  open  a  schod  for 
hand  weavers  in  the  Puna  de  Jujuy.  He  also  recommends  the  use  for 
dyeing  and  fixing  of  "  algarrobina,"  extracted  from  ttoe  "■alambo" 
or  c«ut>b-tree  whidi  abounds  throughout  the  region.  H«  fuiwer  calls 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  vicuna  and  gnanaco,  tbe 
herds  of  which  are  said  to  be  diminishing  in  the  Province  of  Jujny. 
Among  the  products  of  tilie  region  he  mentions  a  good  grade  of  ches^ 
blanket. 

The  Governor  of  the  Andes  Territory  is  reported  to  have  requestoi 
that  a  similar  investigation  be  made  with  respect  to  weaving  in  his 
Territory.  He  pointe  out  that  tiie  local  industry  would  have  th« 
advantage  of  abundant  water  power, 

BAOIO  STATIOS  ZSSTAILEI)  AT  NAYA8SA  ISXABS. 

A  radio  station  has  been  installed  and  is  now  in  operatiiia  at 
NavasBa  Island  Light  Station,  West  Indies,  now  under  constmotion. 
The  call  letters  «re  WQN.  This  radio  station  is  operated  at  ptemtt 
by  the  contractors  for  the  erection  of  the  li^it  station,  and  it  wiU  be 
operated  by  the  United  States  Lighthouse  Service  when  the  light 
station  shall  have  been  completed. 
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ABOEVTXVA. 
[CvttMl  WlUian  Dawaon,  Jr.,  Bosario,  June  2.1 
Wonmilag  Samplct  am<  CAtalofiies  to  ArrcmtUia. 

A  leading  importer  of  Rosario  reports  that  tlie  .sending  of  United 
Stktes  catalogues  to  Ar^;entine  firms  by  parcel  post  should  be  dis- 
coBtinued  and  such  articles  should  be  forwarded  by  regular  mail 
and  registered  if  desired.  WhOTe  catalogues  are  sent  by  parcel  post, 
the  addressee  receives  an  official  notice  from  the  customhouse  that 
a  parcel  has  arrived,  but  he  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  con- 
tents of  the  packa^  except  after  the  payment  of  stump  taxes  and 
otiter  fees  amounting  to  from  3  to  4  paper  pesos  (from  $1.28  to 
$1.70) .  These  expenses  having  been  paid,  tlie  addressee  frequently 
finds  that  the  catalogue  is  of  absolutes  no  interest  to  him. 

It  is  hishly  important  that  samples,  as  vrell  as  catalogues,  be 
fouffimitted  by  parcel  post  only  wmn  the  addressee  has  expressly 
requested  it.  As  articles  stibject  to  import  duty  may  not  be  sent 
to  Argentina  by  parcel  post  and  as  practicall}'  all  sample  articles 
would  be  dutiable  unless  mutilated  or  otherwise  rendei-ed  unsalable, 
the  <mly  practical  means  of  forwarding  samples  to  Argentina  and 
certain  otaier  Latin- American  countries  appears  to  be  to  send  them 
by  express,  arranging  with  the  express  companj'  for  customs  clear- 
aaee,  or  to  consign  tnem  in  bulk  to  an  agent  and  have  him  attend 
to  their  clearance  and  distribution  to  prospects.  [An  article  de- 
scribing the  operation  of  the  parcel-post  service  in  Argentina  ap- 
peared in  Commerce  Reports  tor  Jiily  20,  1916,  p.  250.  ] 

tmntting  ef  Saivles  to  C«B«iiUtes. 

Gondii  G««eral  W.  Henry  Roberttwn,  6)i«noK  Aii-es.  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  samples  and  oilier  articles  riiould  not  be  forwarded  to  the 
consulate  general  by  parcel  post.  As  reported  above,  such  packages 
are  subject  to  heavy  charges  apart  from  whatever  customs  duty  may 
be  collected,  and  it  is  seldom  that  the  senders  remit  funds  to  cover 
these  expenses.  Even  should  the  necessary  funds  be  sent,  however, 
•ai  the  postal  description  of  the  parcel  given,  it  is  very  difficult  for 
tike  addressee  to  identify  the  padcafe  from  the  notice  issued  by  the 
Axgentine  post  office.  In  other  words,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
him  to  t^  in  advance  whether  or  not  the  stamp  taxes  and  other  fees 
aie  being  peid  on  the  parcel  for  which  funds  have  been  forwarded. 
TW»  Consul  General  at  Buenos  Aires  has  tor  this  reason  beoi  com- 
plied to  leave  «  nundber  of  packages  undaimed  in  tiie  post  office, 
bung  unable  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  senders  without  first 
peyiag  these  charges. 

CAXAMA. 

[Appraisers'  Bulletin  No.  1280.  Mar.  16.] 

BattaUe  Value  Qf  ttwtn  ripe. 

A  mesnorandum  issued  by  tiie  Canadian  Department  of  Customs 
specifies  the  discounts  from  list  prices  of  sewer  pipe  and  Hue  lining 
imported  into  Canada  from  the  United  States  which  will  be  deducted 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  feiir  market  value  upon  which  duty  is 
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leviable.  Information  regarding  discounts  on  the  various  classes  of 
these  articles  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

[Articles  imported  into  Canada  are  liable  to  anti-dumping  duty 
when  the  invoice  price  is  less  than  the  fair  market  price  to  a  similar 
class  of  purchasers  in  the  country  of  exportation,  except  where  the 
difference  does  not  exceed  5  per  cent.  The  Canadian  anti-dumping 
regulations  are  set  forth  in  Tariff  Series  No.  24,  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

XEZICO. 

[Consul  William  W.  Canada,  Vera  Cniz,  June  8.] 
Payment  of  Import  Duties  In  Oold. 

A  decree  of  the  Carranza  Government,  which  was  published  in 
El  Dictamen,  Vera  Cruz,  April  17,  1916,  and  went  into  effect  April 
1  30,  1916,  abrogates  the  decree  of  September  18, 1915,  which  provided 
that  import  duties  should  be  payable  20  per  cent  in  gold  and  80  per 
.cent  in  Mexican  paper  currency.  According  to  the  new  order,  the 
'import  duties  on  all  articles  are  payable  entirely  in  Mexican  gold. 
It  is  stated  that,  in  spite  of  the  reductions  in  duty  resulting  from  the 
former  method  of  part  payment  in  paper,  merchants  have  for  some 
time  been  quoting  prices  in  Mexican  gold  and  the  consuming  public 
has  consequently  failed  to  benefit  by  the  change.  It  is  also  pointed 
out,  in  justification  of  the  new  decree,  that  most  articles  of  necessity 
are  at  present  exempt  from  duty,  and  that  a  limitation  for  the  present 
on  imports  of  articles  of  luxury  would  not  be  inadvisable,  ["ftie 
effect  of  the  new  decree  is  to  increase  the  value  of  the  Mexican  peso 
for  customs  purposes  from  about  $0.16  to  $0,498  (par  value).  Notices 
regarding  recent  tariff  changes  in  Mexico,  containing  lists  of  ex- 
empted articles  and  of  those  subject  to  special  reductions  in  dufy, 
were  published  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  19,  p.  48,  and  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  Mar.  14  and  July  7, 1916.] 

-  TrxvoTrAT. 

[Dlarto  Oflcial,  May  6.] 
Certifleates  of  Origin  for  Shipment!. 

An  Uruguayan  decree  of  May  13,  1916,  requires  that  certificates 
of  origin  accompany  all  shipments  and  provides  that,  beginnkig 
October  1, 1916,  goods  shall  not  be  cleared  through  the  customs  uidbss 
the  importer  presents  such  a  document.  This  decree  abrogates  the 
provisions  of  the  decrees  of  September  13,  1915,  and  January  25, 
1916  (see  Commerce  Beforts  for  Apr.  22,  1916),  which  stated  that 
the  furnishing  of  certificates  of  origin  was  not  obligatory.  The  cer- 
tificates, whiox  may  be  written  in  either  Spanish  or  French,  must 
be  presented  in  duplicate  for  consular  certification  and  should  q)6cify 
the  kinds,  numbers,  and  quantity  of  packages,  the  gross  and  n^ 
weight  or  the  measurement  of  each  package,  origin  or  nationality  of 
goods,  total  value  in  Uruguayan  currency,  name  of  consignee,  and 
the  ports  of  shipment  and  of  destination.  The  fee  for  consular  cer- 
tification is  $0.50  in  the  case  of  articles  shipped  on  bill  of  lading 
or  parcel  receipt  and  $0.20  in  the  case  of  goods  sent  by  parcel  post 
The  new  decree  also  changes  somewhat  the  requirements  for  ship's 
manifests,  as  established  by  the  decree  of  September  13, 1915. 
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tIMkrI*  Ofltftel,  lUt  ta.] 

IroUUtioa  «b  Ocrt&lm  U^von. 

An  Uruguayan  decree  of  May  2S,  1916,  prohibits  the  importation 
after  July  1,  1916,  of  alcoholic  beverages  of  strength  exceeding  46 
d«grmB.  The  same  decree  forbids  the  manufacture  of  such  oer- 
engM  in  Uruguay  and  allows  a  period  of  1  year  for  the  disposal  of 
existing  stocks. 

GAHABIAVS  nTTESESTED  Dl  EZFOBI  TRADE  SZTENSIOV. 

[Conaul  Edward  A.  Dow,  Bt  Stephen,  New  Bnintwlck,  July  8.1 

The  Canadian  press  is  giving  much  attention  to  Canada's  share  of 
future  export  trade.  Among  the  points  emphasized  in  an  extended 
article  on  the  subject  were  the  following.: 

Now  that  development  of  railway  syi^ems  and  other  large  under- 
taJdngs  are  practically  completed  for  some  years  to  c<Hne,  Canada 
wil|  Cave  more  time  to  devote  to  facilities  lor  international  trade. 
The  Export  Association  of  Canada,  already  having  a  membership  of 
104k  is  expected  to  be  a  factor  in  this  movement. 

One  Canadian  corporation  is  given  as  an  example,  in  discussing 
foreign-trade  methods.  Ixutead  of  the  old  plan  ot  exhibiting  a  few 
samples  at  agricultural  fairs  and  national  exhibitions,  and  waiting 
for  a  demand  for  goods  to  follow,  this  concern  has  organized  regu- 
lar districts  in  Europe,  Argentina,  and  Australia,  with  staffs  of 
Sjjents,  salesmen,  and  mechanical  experts  at  work  even  more  aggres- 
sively than  at  home. 
XnuBples  of  Vonlsa  Competttion  Vaeefl  by  Exporters. 

As  examples  of  foreign  competition  faced  by  exporters  on  this 
continent,  attention  is  culed  to  the  foreign  trade  of  Russia  in  rail- 
way cars,  Spain's  production  of  shirting  for  Indian  markets,  and 
J^>an's  efforts  in  the  Orient.  The  advantage  of  cheap  labor  in  such 
ooontries  can  be  met  here,  it  is  claimed,  only  by  increased  efficiency 
in  well-equipped  factories  in  this  country. 

Manufacturers  are  urged  to  start  export  efforts  by  a  study  of  com- 
mercial geography  in  its  widest  sense,  and  by  conferences  with  expe- 
tisttced  exporters.  Markets  abroad  shduld  be  selected  only  aner 
foreign  correspondence  direct  with  proposed  customers,  advertising, 
and  survey  of  proposed  fields  by  an  advance  sales  force.  The  advan- 
tages of  the  assistance  offered  by  the  country's  commercial  service, 
including  the  Empire's  consular  service,  are  mentioned.  Young  men 
ottering  foreign  trade  are  especially  urged  to  study  the  Spanish  and 
Bossian  languages  and  to  obtain  at  least  some  knowledge  of  export 
technique. 

SHOftTAOE  OF  PAPEB  IH  SFAlflSH  CAPITAL. 

In  f<wwarding  a  list  of  the  principal  newspapers  of  Madrid 
Craisul  Bobertson  Honey  states  that  the  Spanish  press  has  been 
commenting  lately  on  the  shortage  of  paper  in  the  Kingdom  and  the 
hi^  prices  asked  for  the  visible  supply.  Various  committeeSjhe 
1XMS,  nave  been  formed  to  examine  ana  report  on  the  situation.  The 
list  referred  to  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce ;  ask  for  nle  No.  78641. 
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COST  OF  AOVEETISmO  DT  TONKIH  USD  AHNAM. 

[Consul  Lawrence  P.  Briggs,  Saigon,  French  Indo-Cblna,  Apr.  19.] 

Three  French  newspapers  are  published  in  Tonkin — ^L'Avenir  du 
Tonkin  and  L'Independance  Tonkinoise  at  Hanoi,  and  the  Courrier 
d'Haiphong  at  Haiphong.  No  European  papers  are  published  in 
Annam,  but  Tonkin  newspapers  are  in  general  circulation  there. 

L'Avenir  du  Tonkin  appears  six  times  a  week  with  six  pages,  and 
devotes  about  one-third  of  its  space  to  advertising.  This  is  a  semi- 
official paper  and  has  a  larger  circulation  than  any  other  paper  in 
Tonkin,  although  its  local  circulation  is  probably  less  than  that  of  the 
Courrier  d'Haiphong.  The  latter  is  published  six  times  a  week, 
prints  four  pages,  and  devotes  about  the  same  proportion  of  space 
to  advertising.  L'Independance  Tonkinoise  is  less  pretentious  in 
size  and  circulation.  It  appears  three  times  a  week,  with  four  pages, 
of  which  about  one  and  one-half  are  devoted  to  advertisements. 

The  advertising  rates  of  L'Avenir  du  Tonkin  and  the  Courrier 
d'Haiphong  are  practically  the  same.  Those  of  the  other  paper  are 
a  little  lower.  The  rates  are  quoted  in  piasters  per  year  for  space 
8  centimeters  wide  and  3  centimeters  deep  (3.15  by  1.18  inches) 
for  the  third  and  fourth  pages  and  6  by  3  centimeters  (2.36  by  1.18 
inches)  for  the  fifth  and  sixth  pages.  A  piaster  is  generally  worth  a 
little  less  than  50  cents,  U.  S.  currency.    The  L'Avenir  rates  are : 


Place  of  advertisement. 


Third  page. 
Foortbpage 
Fifth  page.. 
Sixth  page.. 


Number  of  inser- 
tions per  week. 


Three. 
Six... 
Three. 
Six... 
Tluee. 
8te... 
Tliroe. 
Six... 


Number  of  spaces. 


PUuurt. 

to 

90 
45 
80 
30 
70 
20 
50 


HitUri. 
ISO 
230 
120 
200 

80 
140 

70 
100 


Piasters.    Plmttri. 


235 
425 
200 
330 
ICO 
280 
100 
140 


ISO 

sai 

300 

MS 
240 
4W 
IM 


Iiarge  Adverttsements  Subject  to  Special  Kates. 

For  six  months,  the  rates. are  about  70  per  cent  of  those  given  in 
the  schedule.  Advertisements  larger  than  12  spaces,  and  especially 
full-page  advertisements,  are  subject  to  special  rates,  which  vary  from 
time  to  time.  The  charges  for  locals  are  60  cents  a  line  for  announce- 
ments appearing  once,  45  cents  a  line  each  for  eight  or  more  inser- 
tions, and  30  cents  an  insertion  for  a  month  or  more. 

An  organization  known  as  the  Bibliothfeque  de  Vulgarization  pub- 
lishes six  periodicals  in  Annamite  or  Chinese,  which  together  offer 
perhaps  the  best  advertising  medium  for  articles  of  native  consump- 
tion. 

The  Dong-Dnong-Tap-Chi  is  a  semiofficial  weekljr  review  pub- 
lished at  Hanoi  and  circulating  throughout  Indo-China,  especially 
among  native  officials  and  schools.  It  has  a  circulation  ot  about 
6,000.  The  Cong-Thi-Bao  is  a  biweekly  newspaper,  published  in 
Chinese  characters  at  Hanoi,  with  a  circulation  in  Indo-China  of 
about  12,000.  The  Phap-Viet-Thong-Bao,  printed  at  Hue,  is  the 
official  organ  of  the  native  empire  and  French  protectorate  of  Annam, 
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and  k  fonudMd  bj  the  Govenunent  to  the  council  of  notables  of 
«Mh  village.  It  has  »  oizeaktioii  of  about  8,000  in  Annam.  The 
Pliap^Yi^Thong-Bao  of  Hanoi  is  the  offidal  native  publication  of 
Tonkin  and,  like  the  periodical  of  the  same  name  at  Hue,  addressee 
Hself  to  the  mralpopulation.  It  has  a  circulation  of  about  10,000 
in  T<mkin.  The  Trung-Bac-Tan-Van,  a  triweekly  newspaper  pub- 
lished at  Hanoi,  has  a  local  circulation  of  about  6,000.  The  Luo- 
Tinh-Tan-Van  is  a  weekly  newspaper  published  at  Saigon,  with  a 
local  circulation  of  about  5,000. 

Mat  Bate*  Mer«4  for  Stvatal  IhtbUaatloiM. 

The  publishers  offer  the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  annual  con- 
tracts for  one-column  advertisements  of  75  lines  (25  centimeters,  or  a 
little  less  than  10  inches),  with  the  amounts  in  francs  (franc= 
$0.193) : 


FvlodlnL 


Koatklr  rat*. 


IiMrtkHi 


Tnwiftli 

intrtcy 

Inoai. 


PMladlatl. 


Uonthly  rat*. 


InMTtioo 

OOMS 


iQsertloa 
tDSTary 

Issu*. 


SoDt-Zhianc. 

CoDg-Thl-Bto , 

raap-VM  OniiHa). 
Ftep-Vat  (T«Bkfa)- 


97.50 

«i.m 
n.3s 


ma  t  Tnmc-Bio . 
V7.W  I  uHnh.. 
ei.00  Q  AUitx. 
n.28  r 


Franet. 

4».n 

40.11 

373.78 


Frauu. 
Ut.M 

turn 
sas.1t 


Hie  pnblidiers  of  the  triweekly  Trung-Bac  agree  to  run  a  notice 
in  the  focal  columns  calling  attention  to  tliese  adrertisements  for  an 
annual  cost  of  560.6S  francs. 

]U(asiae  aad  Book-Advertidag. 

The  leading  printing  bouse  of  French  Indo-China  publishes  a 
monthly  magazine,  La  Revue  Indochinoise,  and  an  annual  book, 
L'Annuaire  GeneraJe  de  I'Indochine. 

Xarazine  Devoted  to  lado-China  Afttin. 

La  Revue  Indochinoise  is  a  literary  and  historical  magazine  de- 
voted to  Indo-China.  It  sells  in  France  and  Indo-China  for  21 
fraAcs  and  in  foreign  countries  for  28  francs  per  year.  Since  the  war 
ataf^ted.  it  has  been  issuing  6  double  nimibers  a  year  instead  of  13 
ain^e  numbers.  It  generaUy  has  from  1  to  20  colored  pages  in  front 
or  oack,  or  both,  (fevoted  to  advertising,  at  the  following  yearly 
tatra:  Full  page,  60  piasters;  half  page, .85;  quarter  page,  18;  eighth 
pMpe,  10. 

L'Annuaire  Generaie  is  a  commercial  and  political  annual  direc- 
tory of  French  Indo-China.  It  gives  a  list  of  all  public  officials,  aa 
well  as  a  commercial  directory  of  each  city  or  village.  Persons  or 
firms'  may  secure  the  insertion  in  ordinary  type  of  their  names,  pro- 
fessions, capital  stock,  business  addre.ss,  and  list  of  European  em- 
ployees free  of  charge.  If  they  desire  larger  type  they  must  pay 
from  0.50  to  4  piasters  a  word.  Scattered  through  the  commercial 
directory  are  colored  leaves  devoted  to  advertismg.  Yearly  rates 
on  tbese  pages,  in  piasters,  are:  One  case,  or  one  thirty-seccmd  page, 
fi;  2  cases,  or  one-sixteentn  page,  9;  4  cases,  or  one-eighth  page,  15; 
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8  cases,  or  one-fourth  page,  26;  16  cases,  or  one-half  page,  40;  32 
cases,  or  one  page,  70 ;  entire  page  illustrated  in  photogravure,  design 
furnished,  90;  entire  page  illustrated  in  similigravure,  design  fur- 
nished, 70. 

Film  Advertising  at  Picture  Theaters. 

The  rates  for  projecting  a  film  on  the  screen  at  the  mo^dng-picture 
theater  of  Hanoi,  the  advertiser  to  furnish  the  film,  are:  Every 
evening  for  a  year,  48  piasters;  every  evening  for  six  months,  27; 
every  evening  for  three  months,  14;  every  evening  for  one  montn,  5; 
Tuesday  and  Thui-sday  evenings  for  <Mie  month,  3.  The  film  remains 
the  property  of  the  advertiser  and  may  be  used  in  other  towns.  It 
is  probable  that  the  company  would  give  similar  rates  for  the  other 
theaters  of  the  Path6  circuit  in  Indo-China. 


CUBAN  BAK££IES  MITST  INSTALL  HACHINEBT. 

K'onKul  IleniT  M.  Woloott,  detailed  aa  vice  connol,  Babana,  July  10.] 

The  Department  of  Sanitation  of  Cuba  has  issued  a  decree  order- 
ing nil  bakeries  in  the  Republic  to  install  suitable  bread-making 
machinery  before  July  10,  1917.  The  decree  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved by  the  National  Board  of  Health,  which  declared  that  the 
system  employed  in  the  majority  of  bakeries,  of  mixing  bread  dough 
by  hand,  Avas  a  danger  to  public  health. 

"  For  about  a  year,  the  Sanitary  Department  of  Habana  has  re- 
quired that  breai  served  in  restaurants  be  wrapped  in  paper  or  other 
suitable  covering,  and  that  bakery  deliveries  be  made  in  closed 
vehicles  and  covered  baskets. 

It  is  stated  that  the  local  sanitary  department  will  soon  issue  an 
order  that  Habana  bakeries  install  machmery  as  soon  as  possible. 

Many  bakeries  are  conducted  throughout  tne  island,  and  the  decree 
mentioned  should  create  a  large  demand  for  machinery  used  in  such 
establishments. 

(liists  of  bakeries  and  ol  manufacturers'  agents  who  handle  machinery  at 
Habana  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78660.] 


American  Oasoline  Lamps  for  Honduras. 

The  accuracy  of  the  oft-heard  statement  that  American  goods  fre- 
auently  need  only  to  be  seen  to  sell  themselves  has  received new'con- 
nrmation.  Under  date  of  July  15  Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  of  Puerto 
Cortes,  Honduras,  writes  that  a  gasoline  lamp  purchased  for  use  in 
his  office  was  so  well  liked  by  visitors  to  the  consulate  that  several  of 
them  ordered  similar  lamps  from  the  United  States,  and  now  a  busi- 
ness house  in  that  city  is  preparing  to  carry  them  in  stock. 

IKstriot  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Poreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Koom  400  United  State*  Cnitomhonse;  Boston,  eightoeBth  toor 
United  States  Cvstomhonse;  ddcago,  S04  Federal  Bnlldlnr;  St  Lonls,  4M  Tbird 
national  Bank  Bnildlnr;  Atlanta,  SSI  Post  Ollloe  Bvlldli^;  Hew  Orleans,  lOSO 
Hihemla  Bank  Bvlldlnc;  San  Traneisoo,  307  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
S48  Henry  Bvlldlns.  Cooperattve  dlstrlet  ollloes:  Clerelaad,  Chamber  of  Coa- 
merce;  Cinoinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst  Oeni  Trt.  A^,  C.  V.  0.  A  T.  P 
By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia.  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Sonth  American  A(ent,  Sonthen 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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AXESICAH  OmnULAB  OfflCnS  OH  JJSAYE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  fbUowinf  American  eonsnUr  offioen  aro  <»i  Imve  of  abeesoe  in 
ti»6  United  Stales  ajid  will  be  ^Ud  to  confer  with  boobeaB  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relatire  to  conditions  in  their  respectiye 
inRadiction&  The  eonnd's  time  is  available  primarily  for  penKnoal 
mterriewB.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  oorre^ondence,  and  except 
in  nrgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Explis- 
tlonot 


Address. 


W«t,  0«are*M 

Cooto.  A.  B 

HBle,F.D 

n^r.VteAD 

MMtmoB,  WBiain  W. 

SsKar.HarryO 

Bakar,  E.  Carlton 

i,».C 

ll,JoknF 

V,  OcabamH... 

r.  Jams  B 

bia.  Bon 

Lainc,  James  Ollrar. . . 


KaM,Jn«B 

Patras,  Grteoe 

BoddtnOdd,  EngUnd 
TtaMD,a£ia...... 

DutbaD,  Natal,  Saoth 

Alrica. 
Bnslaa,  Gfiuumy. . . 
Napaaki,  Japan 


Klacsha,  Jamaica. 


Oiatao.aiiBa. 
Eitert.Oermai 
Ntaeos  Falls, 
BortAitfaaisJaaaiea. 
Karachi,  India. 


Aug.  U 

Aug.  10 
8q)t.  S 
Aug.  fi 
Bapt.    1 

Ang.    1 

Aug.  10 

6^>t.    1 

Oct.  1 
Bept.  10 

Smt.    t 

oeL    1 

Sept.  30 


D«DartmiatolState,  Waddngtoo,  D.O. 
121  WaatCbarietto  Strtat,  NorfoU,  Va. 
Loneaborg,  Vt. 
AiliaBT,  Orw. 
CaiTDlltoo,  Kr- 

Olbnitar,  Pa. 

Aputmsot  No.  Tf,  The  Brunswick, 

Vasbington,  D.  C. 
Annua  A  and  FotHtacath  ftnst.B^ 

yoBOd,  N.  I. 
I>cpartmaiit  of  Stata.Wasbington,  D.a 

Do. 
S7  Satrtb  EaiA  Stnst,  Albanjr,  K.  T. 
DlfiaUutmtotai»t«,Waahlngtan,D.a 
C/o  UnlTarslty  Club,  Kansas  Citjr,  Uo. 


BECSEASES  VASEDrO  BSMASD  FOB  IMPOKIED  OnrSEHO. 

[Tlce  Consul  AlTln  W.  Gilbert,  Nanking,  China,  June  0.3 

As  a  result  of  the  in<a«ased  consumption  of  the  native  product  the 
demand  for  foreign  ginseng  in  the  Nanking  district  has  been  declin- 
ing for  the  past  three  years.  None  has  been  imported  into  Chinldang 
ance  1913,  wh«i  <mly  20  pounds  were  consumwl.  The  importers  are 
owners  of  small  memdne  shops  and  obtain  the  product  from  Shang- 
hai.   None  is  imported  direct  fi-om  foreign  countries. 

The  American  product  has  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the  past, 
but  is  ^ving  way  to  ^e  cheaper  native  and  Japanese  products.  He- 
tail  pnoee  as  reported  are:  Fii-st  quality,  from  Kirin,  $130  per  ounce; 
second  quality,  $45.50  per  ounce;  first  quality  Korean  wild  ginseng, 
$67.20  per  1^  p<HiBds;  second  quality,  $26 ;  first  qaali<7  Japanese  M 
ginseng,  $3.05;  aec<»d  quality,  $2.60;  first  quauty  Korean  planted 
^liseng,  $2.45;  second  quality,  $L30;  first  quabty  Japanese  new 
ginseng,  $L82;  second  quality,  $1.17;  first  quality  ginseng  from 
America,  $18.20;  second  quality,  $16.90;  third  quality,  $15.60;  fourth 
qu^ity,  $14.30;  ginseng  roots,  $0.58. 

tPrevious  articles  on  the  ginseng  market  In  China  were  publislied  in  <Joic- 
ICEBCK  Repobts  for  Feb.  24  and  July  11,  1916.1 


TBADE  FBQMOTIOK  WOBE. 

The  Commercial  Agent  in  charge  of  the  District  Office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Doine.stic  Commerce  in  San  Francisco  has 
received  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  that  city  stating  that  as  the  result  of 
assistance  rendered  by  the  San  Francisco  District  Office  it  has  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  trial  orders  valued  at  about  $8,000,  and  that  it 
believes  permanent  business  will  result.  The  goods  were  sold  to  firms 
in  Shanghai,  Saigcm.,  and  Sangooo. 
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FOBEIOF  XBASE  OPPOBTUBITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  ma;  be  obtained  from  the  Bsreav  and  Its  dlatrlot  oflleea.  Eeqoest 
(or  each  opportunit;  sbonid  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportanlty  mvmber. 
The  Bnrean  does  not  famish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslbUlty  as  to  the  standlnf 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

ProviHons,  paper,  »oap,  etc..  No.  21903. — ^A  representattre  of  foreign  mana- 
facturers  in  Argentina  desires  to  represent  American  producoti  and  ex- 
porters of  cottonseed  oil,  starch,  sugar,  canned  salmon  and  lobster,  eggs 
in  cases,  bams,  potatoes,  candles,  soaps,  paper,  cartons,  canvas  for  awnings 
and  footwear,  binding  twine  and  rope,  sewing  tbread,  black  pepper,  and 
cinnamon.    References. 

Machinery,  No.  21994. — The  representative  of  a  firm  in  the  West  Indies,  who 
is  now  in  the  United  States,  is  in  the  marlcet  for  an  ice  machine  of  10  tons' 
capacity,  also  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  brooms,  and  sugar  ma- 
chinery.   Reference. 

Cotton  netting.  No.  21995. — An  .American  consular  ofScer  In  Brazil  transmits 
the  name  of  a  man  In  his  district  who  is  in  the  market  for  18,000  yards 
of  cotton  netting,  similar  to  sample  which  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau 
or  Its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  77927.) 

Cement,  nails,  tractors,  etc..  No.  21906. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
reports  that  a  man  from  Portugal,  wlio  Is  now  In  the  United  States,  wishes 
to  get  into  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hy- 
draulic cement,  timber,  nails,  iron  sheets,  paper  pulp,  heavy  oil  motors, 
tractors  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  brass  screws  for  electrical  fixtures. 
Reference. 

Motor  cars,  No.  21997. — ^A  firm  in  the  Netherlands  requests  the  Bureau  to  place 
it  in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  motor  cars  In  the  United  States. 

Machinery,  No.  21998. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  receive  quotations,  catalogues,  etc.,  from 
American  manufacturers  of  brewing  and  malting  machinery.  Raw  ma- 
terials used  in  tlie  brewing  and  malting  industries  are  also  required. 
Correspondence  in  French. 

Hardware,  wearing  apparel,  etc..  No.  21999. — ^A  man  from  South  Africa,  now 
in  the  United  States,  desires  to  represent  on  a  commission  basis  American 
manufacturers  of  hardware,  kitchen  utensils,  women's  hosiery  and  under- 
wear, and  silk  gloves  for  women.    References. 

Musical  instruments.  No.  22000. — A  firm  In  a  foreign  colonial  x)OSsesslon  In- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  of  its  desire  to  communicate  with 
American  music  houses  handling  music,  pianos,  player  pianos,  violins,  and 
musical  instruments  of  all  kinds. 

Paper,  No.  22001. — ^The  Bureau  is  Informed  that  a  firm  In  Central  America 
desires  to  represent  an  American  paper  company  manufacturing  white 
crimped  tissue  paper,  known  as  "  Rep  Sliver  Tissue."  Samples  and  quo- 
tations, f.  o.  b.  New  York,  are  also  desired  on  a  general  line  of  white  and 
colored  tissues  and  wrapping  papers  In  light  weights.    Reference. 

Hosiery  and  piece  goods,  No.  22002. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway 
writes  that  a  merchant  In  his  district  desires  samples  and  quotations  on 
American  stockings  (wool,  cotton,  and  silk)  and  on  white  piece  goods 
(linen,  etc.)     Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

Beans,  No.  22003. — ^A  firm  in  the  West  Indies  requests  the  Bureau  to  fornlsh 
it  with  the  names  of  exporters  of  beans  in  the  United  States. 

Agencies,  No.  22004. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  writes  that 
a  manufacturers'  agent  In  his  district  desires  to .  communicate  with  ex- 
porting firms  acting  as  agents  for  American  manufacturers. 

Machinery,  No.  22005. — A  manufacturing  company  In  Canada  requests  the 
Bureau  to  place  It  in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making 
sticky  fly  ribbons  and  fly  papers. 
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INCBEASED  iXEmCAN  SHIPPING  TO  PARA. 

(Consul  George  H.  Plckerell,  Para,  Brazil,  .Inly  11.] 

More  vessels  flying  the  American  flag  entered  Para  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1916  than  during  any  previous  year  since  1893.  The 
number  vras  15,  as  compared  with  13  during  the  entire  year  1915,  1 
in  1914,  and  2  in  1913.  The  schooners  are  chartered  to  bring  coal  from 
Norfolk  for  the  use  of  the  Lloyd  Brazileiro,  the  Amazon  River  Steam 
Navigation  Co.,  and  other  transportation  concerns,  and,  after  dis- 
diarging  here,  proceed  to  Jamaica  or  Haiti  to  load  logwood  for 
America. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  practice  may  be  discontinued  and  that,  instead 
of  proceeding  to  the  above-mentioned  places  in  ballast,  they  will  carry 
cedar  and  logwood  from  this  region  to  the  United  States.  This, 
besides  being  more  profitable,  would  be  a  great  relief  to  local  exporters 
who  are  sometimes  nandicapped  by  the  lack  of  transportation  facili- 
ties for  their  lumber. 

PASCEIrPOST  CONVEKTIOH  WITH  CHINA. 

Parcel-post  rates  between  this  country  nnd  China,  under  the  con- 
vention recently  concluded  by  the  two  countries  to  take  effect  August 
1,  1916,  have  been  announced  by  the  United  States  Post  Office  De- 
partment. 

Parcel-post  packages  exchanged  between  these  countrie,s  must  not 
weigh  more  than  11  pounds  or  measure  more  than  3  feet  C  inches 
in  length,  and  6  feet  in  length  and  girth  combined,  and,  in  the  case 
of  parcels  for  or  from  nonsteam-served  places  in  Cliina,  imi.st  not 
exceed  25  cubic  decimeters  (1  cubic  foot)  in  volume. 

Postage  on  parcels  sent  from  the  United  States  to  China  is  at  the 
rate  of  12  cents  per  pound  or  fraction  of  a  pound ;  and  from  China  to 
the  United  States  at  the  rate  of  35  cents  (Chinese  currency)  per  pound 
or  fraction  of  a  pound,  except  that,  on  parcels  for  or  from  nonsteam- 
served  places  in  China,  an  additional  Chinese  domestic  parcel  postage 
may  be  levied  and  collected  by  the  Chinese  service.  Parcel-post  pack- 
ages for  China  may  be  registered. 

54099»-ie  ^17 
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MABKET  FOB  AFTOKOBIISa  IH  DAMra  WEST  IHDIE& 

[Vice  Coaml  Lnthw  K.  Zabrlskie,  St.  Tkomaa,  June  2.] 

The  recent  introduction  into  St.  Thomas.  Danish  West  Indies,  of 
two  low-priced  American  automobiles,  which  are  the  first  seen  on  the 
island,  except  at  two  or  three  brief  exhibitions  in  years  past,  appears 
to  have  aroused  interest  in  the  project  of  extending  and  improving  the 
roads  here.  The  total  length  of  the  St.  Thomas  roads  does  not  exceed 
15  miles,  and  consequently  any  idea  of  adding  to  the  present  small 
number  of  motor  cars  is  quite  out  of  the  question  for  the  time  being. 
Both  of  the  machines  mentioned  are  hired  from  time  to  time  by  local 
residents  or  by  tourists,  and  one  of  them,  owned  by  the  St.  Thomas 
Ship  Brokers'  Association,  is  employed  by  its  owners  in  connecticm 
with  large  shipping  interests. 
Better  Boads  on  St.  Croix — Customs  Charffes. 

In  the  neighboring  island  of  St.  John  there  are  hardly  anj-  good 
carriage  roads.  In  St.  Croix,  however,  the  carriage  and  automobile 
roads  are  said  to  total  about  100  mUes  in  length,  and  there  are  19 
automobiles  on  that  island.  The  first  of  these  was  imported  4^  years 
ago.  One  large  motor  truck  in  St.  Croix  is  employed  in  carting 
sugar  from  a  sugar  factory  to  the  wharf  at  Frederiksted. 

The  customs  duty  on  automobiles  imported  into  St.  Thomas  is  C 
per  cent  ad  valorem,  while  the  duty  levied  in  St.  Croix  on  automobiles 
and  their  accessories  amounts  to  12^  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

The  St.  Croix  roads  are  not  especially  good  for  automobiling,  and 
the  machines  usually  desired  are  those  of  a  light  make.  The  planters 
and  others  who  might  become  purchasers  can  not  be  styled  wealthy, 
and  cheapness  is  another  important  consideration.  Tliere  should  be 
an  opportunity  in  the  near  future  to  increase  the  number  of  auto- 
mobiles in  St.  Croix  to  a  limited  figure,  provided  the  present  high 
prices  paid  for  sugar  continue  until  the  entire  crop  is  sold. 

SUCCESS  OF  NEW  AHEBICAN  TIN  INBUSTBT. 

.Officials  of  the  American  Smelting  &  Refining  Co.  state  that  the 
company's  new  plant  at  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  for  the  smelting  and 
i-efining  of  tin  (see  Cobisierce  Retokts  for  Jan.  6,  1916)  is  being 
operated  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  The  product  began  to  be 
put  on  the  market  about  May  1,  approximately  3  tons  per  day  of 
refined  tin  being  turned  out  at  that  time.  This  has  been  steadily 
increased,  until  the  present  figure  is  about  10  tons  per  day.  It  is 
hoped  before  long  to  reach  15  tons,  the  largest  possible  output  with 
the  present  equipment.  When  that  point  is  reached,  it  is  quite  likely 
that  the  company  will  augment  the  capacity  of  the  plant. 

This  tin  is  produced  from  the  smelting  of  Bolivian  ore,  the  smelted 
product  being  refined  clectrolytically.  It  is  believed  that  the  plant  is 
turning  out  tin  of  unequaled  quality.  The  fineness  runs  about  0.994. 
The  only  impurity  of  any  consequence  is  lead,  and  in  a  recent  week's 
production  this  ran  only  0.0025.  The  tin  is  being  sold  to  manu- 
facturers of  tin  foil  (requiring  a  particularly  even  quality  of  tin), 
as  well  as  to  firms  producing  tin  plate  and  tin  salts.  All  have  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  the  metal. 

This  represents,  in  the  opinion  of  competent  observers,  the  intro- 
duction of  an  entirely  new  industry  in  the  United  States  and  one  that 
is  capable  of  marked  development. 
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ABffBSnSE  TRADE  STATISTICS. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  imports  into  Argentina  during 
the  first  three  months  of  the  current  year,  according  to  Argentine 
official  statistics,  while  the  exports  from  the  country  show  a  consider- 
able decrease.  The  imports  were  valued  at  52,401,534  gold  pesos 
(peso:=$0.965),  compared  with  49,297,625  pesos  for  the  correspond- 
ing period  in  1915.  The  exports  decreased  from  166,748,965  pesos 
for  the  first  three  months  of  1915  to  127,142,050  pesos  for  the  1916 
period.  The  following  table  shows  the  principal  coimtries  sharing 
in  the  trade  of  Argentina  for  these  periods,  the  values  being  given 
in  Argentine  gold  pesos. 


Conntiies. 


nCFOBTS  FBOM' 

B«lghim 

Bnuil 

Biitisb  posscasians. 

Cuuda 

Cnlia 

Fisnce 

Qtnaaay 

Italy...: 

MCDcieo 

Nttharlands 

Norwajr 

Fuaguay 

Spatn 

SwedAO ............ 

SaitnrlBnd 

Unjwd  Kingdora... 

United  StaUB 

Vragnay 


Jui.-Uar., 
U15. 


QtU  pMM. 

417,908 

3,344.331 

l,»M,ill 

.207,109 

222,150 

2,S«6,359 

2,772,283 

6,826.460 

1,602.292 

418,410 

323,871 

412.713 

2,739.734 

470.478 

207,019 

18,296.533 

7,  EOS, 189 

464,805 


Jan.-Mar., 
1910. 


OMpaot. 

79.396 

2,537.S32 

aor,.  973 

230.391  I 

3,876,150 

M6,368 

6,3»I,429 

1,884,782 

668,834 

228,230 

498.674 

3,395.067 

356,598 

659,200 

14,910,143 

14,491,389 

628,663 


Countries. 


EXPOETS  TO— 

Africa 

Australia 

Brasil 

British  possessions.. 

Chile 

Denmark 

France 

French  possessions. . 

Italy 

Norway 

Paraguay 

Portugal 

Spain 

Sweden 

Netherlands 

United  Kingdom. . . 

1,'nited  Stales 

Uruguay 

For  orders 


Jan.-Mar. 
1913. 


Oold  petal, 

361,682 

701.999 

5,790.392 

32,'-,.  420 

270.876 

266,834 

9,482,197 

567,648 

16,367,369 

1,126,341 

339,498 

706,192 

1,710,948 

1,705,308 

6,128,915 

2,014,466 

25,132,319 

1,706..'!OS 

47,544,800 


Jan.-Mar., 
1916. 


Qoldvttoi. 
123,572 


5,407,491 

143.079 

266.696 

1,244,897 

9,900,385 

18.920 

6,136,399 

1,112.236 

666,076 

1,015,445 

1,742,156 

1,166,934 

4,086.364 

1,647.629 

29, 728, 301 

l,iri«,934 

25,517,180 


Articles  Exported. 

There  were  exported  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  15,634 
head  of  cattle,  6,490  horses,  10,762  sheep,  90,223  tons  of  frozen  beef. 
3,173  tons  of  chilled  beef,  12,805  frozen  carcasses  of  wethers  and 
lambs,  15,761  tons  of  salted  ox  hides  and  4,207  tons  of  dry  hides, 
72,829  kilos  of  salted  horse  hides  and  353,623  kilos  of  dry  horse 
hides,  39,741  tons  of  wool,  and  2,692  tons  of  butter,  of  which  latter 
all  but  34  tons  went  to  Great  Britain. 

The  exports  of  grain  were:  Oats,  1-30.554  tons;  barlcv,  19,277;  lin- 
seed. 279,807;  maize,  455,298;  flour,  27,983;  wheat,  669.330;  que- 
bracho extract,  25,656  tons,  quebracho  logs,  56,745. 

TO  bttud  biological  station  at  key  west. 

An  appropriation  for  $25,000,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
balance  from  a  previous  appropriation,  became  available  on  July  1 
for  the  construction  of  a  biological  station  for  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  at  Key  West,  Fla.  The  site  at  the  eastern  end 
of  the  island,  which  was  donated  by  the  Key  West  Realty  Co.,  has 
been  filled,  graded,  and  otherwise  improved,  and  the  plans  for  the 
laboratory  building  are  now  being  prepared. 

This  station  will  be  provided  with  a  smaU  permanent  staff,  includ- 
ing a  scientific  director  and  an  assistant,  and  facilities  will  be  fur- 
nished for  a  number  of  investigators,  who  will  be  employed  from 
time  to  time  for  the  study  of  fishery  problems,  and  for  students  of 
marine  biologjr  who  desire  to  carry  on  research  under  the  very 
favorable  conditions  obtaining  in  the  vicinity. 
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SWATOW^  DSAWV-WOBX  DTOTrSTRT. 

(Consul  George  C.  Hanson,  Swatow,  China,  June  15.] 

While  Swatow's  export  trade  in  drawn  work  had  begun  to  decline 
before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe,  the  present  war  on  the 
Continent  has  f-.eriously  affected  the  local  industry,  for  Europe  was 
Swatow's  best  customer  for  drawn  work,  and  it  was  but  natural  thai 
the  demand  therefor  (such  goods  being  in  the  nature  of  a  luxury) 
should  fall  off  sharply  in  the  belligerent  countries.  Recently,  how- 
ever, the  industry  has  shown  signs  of  recovering. 

In  1911  the  value  of  Swatow's  exports  of  drawn  work,  stated  in 
United  States  gold,  was  $38,864;  in  1912  it  was  $31,975;  in  1913, 
$22,789;  in  1914.  $23,287;  and  in  1915,  $30,107.  These  totals  are 
misleading,  as  the  figures  given  are  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  valu- 
ations, and  the  Customs  place  the  value  of  such  work  at  10  taels 
per  catty  (about  $5.25  \J.  S.  gold  per  pound),  which  approximates 
that  of  the  coarser  grades.  The  finer  grades  are  worth  two  or  three 
times  this  nominal  valuation.  Dealers  estimate  the  value  of  the 
annual  export  to  be  over  $50,000  gold. 

First  Tangrht  by  Kissionarles — ^Wages. 

As  the  term  signifies,  draw-thread  work  is  openwork  done  on 
grass  or  other  cloths  by  drawing  out  threads  or  by  cutting  holes  in 
the  cloth  and  then  working  the  open  spaces  with  cotton  thread  into 
floral  or  other  designs.  The  manufacture  of  drawn  work  was  first 
taught  to  native  women  in  this  district  by  missionaries  some  25 
years  ago,  and  the  industry  has  flourished  ever  since.  It  is  believed 
that  the  patterns  and  designs  originally  came  from  Europe  and 
Mexico. 

In  the  beginning  the  output  was  insignificant  and  the  wages  small, 
each  female  worker  earning  about  10  cents  gold  per  day.  Gradually 
more  women  took  up  the  work,  new  patterns  were  introduced,  and 
the  sldll  of  the  workei"s  became  greater,  some  of  them  earning  as 
much  as  25  cents  gold  per  day.  The  work  was  first  done  in  Swatow, 
but  as  it  was  such  that  it  could  be  done  in  the  homes  women  in  the 
interior  took  it  up.  Naturally,  the  output  increased  and  competition 
followed,  with  the  result  that  the  workers'  wages  fell.  A  first-class 
worker  now  receives  only  $1.50  to  $2.50  gold  per  month.  The  work 
is  at  present  carried  on  chiefly  in  the  neighborhood  of  Swatow  and  in 
the  Kityang  district. 

Cloth  Used— Pieces  Also  Embroidered. 

The  grass  cloth  that  is  used  locally  for  drawn  work  is  made  from 
ramie  grown  in  the  Yangtze  River  Valley.  There  are  two  kinds,  the 
finer  of  which  is  produced  in  Hsin  Huei  and  exported  from  Canton, 
and  the  coarser  quality  is  manufactured  in  Kityang.  The  Canton 
cloth  is  woven  on  foreign  looms  and  comes  in  bolts  of  32  inches 
by  20  yards  or  16  inches  by  40  yards.  The  Elityang  cloth  is  made 
on  Chinese  looms ;  the  bolts  measure  15  to  22  inches  by  20  yards.  The 
cotton  thread  used  in  working  up  the  designs  is  foreign  spool  thread 
(chiefly  J.  P.  C'oats)  and  crochet  thread  in  balls. 

Most  of  the  drawn  work  exported  is  embroidered.  Embroidery 
is  an  old  native  industry,  but  the  methods  now  in  use  are  modem. 
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This  work  is  done  exclusively  at  Chaochowfu,  a  large  city  about  25 
miles  from  Swatow.  The  thread  used  is  either  plain  or  mercerized 
cotton.  The  natives  engaged  in  embroidering  receive  very  scanty 
wages — 2i  to  5  cents  gold  per  day. 

[A  list  of  Swatow  exporters  of  drawn  work  may  be  obtained  from  the  Burenu 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck>mme'rce  and  its  district  offices.  Ask  for  file  No. 
78676.1 

CBOP  ABEA  Df  AIBEATA. 

[Consul  tTarold  D.  Cluni,  Calg.Trj-.  .\lberta.  Canadn,  July  20.] 

The  following  figures  showing  the  estimated  acreage  of  various 
crops  in  the  Province  of  Alberta  this  year,  compared  with  the  final 
figiu-es  for  1915,  have  just  been  issued  by  the  Provincial  (Jovernment 
flt  Edmonton. 


Crop. 


^ringwbeat.. 
Winto:  vbwt. 

Otts 

Bariqr 

nax.. 

Rj«. , 

^Is 

Total... 


Final  figuns, 
191d. 


J.cret. 

1,827,123 

31,9M 

1,S70,S96 

374,062 

41,243 

12,067 

1,194 


3,668,238 


Estimated, 
1916. 


Aert$. 

1,439.871 

46.000 

1,590,635 

297,211 

45,120 

10,044 

•73 


3,429,054 


Inenan  (-I-) 

or  da- 
crease  (-). 


Aera. 
-197,251 
+  13. 016 
+  20,639 

-  76,851 
+    3,877 

-  2,023 

-  221 


-239,184 


The  decrease  in  the  total  acreage  is  accounted  for  partly  by  the 
fact  that  less  fall  plowing  was  done  and  partly  by  the  high  wages  for 
farm  help  this  year,  togewer  with  the  late  spring. 

Reports  from  all  parts  of  the  Province  indicate  that  conditions 
are  favorable  for  a  large  crop  this  year. 

The  wheat  is  practically  all  headed  out,  and  the  crops  generally 
are  now  considered  to  be  as  well  advanced  as  they  were  at  this  time 
last  year. 

FUBUC  DOCUMENTS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  are  among  tlie  publications  received  in  stock  for  sale 
by  the  superintendent  of  documents  at  Washington  during  the  week 
ended  July  29: 

Foreign  Trade  in  Buttons  (Special  Consuinr  Report  75). — (Jiv«>s  ;ippn>x:i::;'.t  ■ 
size  and  requirements  of  the  markets  in  prnrticaily  ail  tlie  iniportittit  buiion- 
nsing  countries  of  the  world,  together  with  lists  of  importers,  agents,  and  whofc- 
sale  and  retail  dealers  In  buttons.    Price,  20  cents. 

Lime,  Its  Properties  and  Uses  (Standards  (Mrcular  30). — General  metluxls  of 
testing  and  description  of  the  manufacture  and  uses  to  wlilch  limostone,  linio. 
and  liydrated  lime  are  put  In  the  various  Industries.    Price,  0  cents. 

Poliomyelitis,  What  is  Known  of  Its  Cause  and  Modes  of  Transmission  (Pul)li<- 
Health  Reprint  350).— Summary  of  Imowledge  concerning  infantile  paralysis  of 
Interest  in  view  of  the  present  outbreak  in  New  York  City.    Price,  5  cents. 

Sensitivity  and  Uoffnetic  Shielding  Tests  of  a  T?iom.son  Galvanometer  for  I  *c 
<»  Radiometry  (Standards  Bureau  Scientific  Paper  282). — Describes  results  of 
various  experiments.  Including  the  investigation  of  the  force  exerted  by  various 
galvanometer  coils  as  compared  with  a  set  of  three  colls  used  as  standards. 
Price,  10  (ients. 
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C0B3S!  OTTW.T.ETUt  IV  ASOSKTISA. 

(Special  Agent  Fmnk  H.  Von  Uotz.]' 

The  most  popular  type  of  small  com  sheller  used  in  Argentina  is  a 
one-hole  hand  machine,  making  300  to  370  revolutions  per  minute, 
and  equipped  with  a  fan,  feed  table,  and  irons  for  handling  small 
com.  An  economical  method  of  paclcing  is  to  place  five  complete 
machines  in  one  strong  case,  the  case  strapped  with  iron,  and  the  ma- 
chines braced  in  such  a  way  that  none  of  the  castings  will  be  broken. 

Another  sheller  that  is  in  high  favor  is  a  somewhat  larger  machine, 
with  a  capacity  of  880  to  1,500  pounds  of  shelled  com  per  hour.  This 
is  a  two-hole  hand  or  power  sheller,  and  should  have  a  velocity  of 
350  to  410  revolutions  per  minute  of  the  flywheel  and  80  to  110  revo- 
lutions per  minute  of  the  flywheel  shaft.  Its  regular  equipment 
should  consist  of  crank,  fan,  feed  table,  and  a  10-inch  by  3-inch  power 
pulley.  This  machine  is  used  either  with  a  one-horse  down  power  or 
with  a  gasoline  engine  of  two  horsepower.  The  macliine  must  be 
capable  of  perfectly  shelling  and  cleaning  short  ears  of  smooth- 
grained  com,  rather  large  in  diameter  at  the  butt  and  small  and 
pointed  at  the  tip.  This  sheller  is  often  used  with  a  double-sacking 
attachment,  but  never  with  a  long  wagon-box  elevator.  In  order  to 
avoid  expensive  construction  cleaning  screens  of  zinc  or  wire  should 
not  be  used,  but  special  attention  should  be  given  to  the  construction 
and  location  of  the  fan,  so  that  the  blast  created  by  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  free  the  com  of  small  pieces  of  cobs. 
Prices — other  Types  in  Demand. 

There  is  an  annual  sale  of  more  than  5,000  shellers  of  the  one-hole 
and  two-hole  types  described  above.  Nearly  all  of  them  come  from 
the  United  States.    The  retail  prices  of  these  shellers  are : 

One-hole  shellers,  with  fan  and  feed  table $15 

Two-hole  shellers,  wltli  crank,  fan,  table,  and  drive  pulley 43 

Above  machine,  with  double  sacking  elevator 60 

Above  machine,  with  double  sacklug  elevator  and  l-borse  down  power,  com- 
plete with  rods  and  couplings 125 

It  is  thought  that  on  account  of  the  existing  high  freight  rates 
these  prices  will  now  have  to  be  increased.  Agents  and  dealers 
throughout  the  country  receive  a  discoimt  of  15  per  cent,  with  an 
additional  discount  of  5  per  cent  for  cash  in  30  days. 

Another  type  of  sheller  for  which  there  is  considerable  demand  is 
a  two-hole  self-feed  sheller,  equipped  with  a  10  by  6  inch  pulley, 
double  sacking  elevator,  cob  stacker,  and  fan.  This  type  of  machine 
has  a  capacity  of  1,700  to  2,200  pounds  of  shelled  corn  per  hour,  is 
provided  with  zinc  screens  for  cleaning,  and  is  supplied  either  with 
or  without  a  2-horse  down  power.  When  used  with  a  gasoline  engine, 
a  3-horsepower  engine  gives  sufficient  power,  and  the  most  satisfac- 
tory flywheel  speed  is  ^tween  590  and  600  revolutions  per  minute. 
The  price  of  the  sheller  with  2-horse  down  power  is  $230;  without 
the  horsepo\\(er,  $135.  The  terms  of  sale  and  discounts  to  agents  are 
the  same  as  for  hand  shellers. 

Another  sheller  in  great  demand  is  a  machine  having  the  same 
general  construction  as  the  one  just  described,  but  with  a  capacity 
of  2,200  to  3,000  pounds  of  shelled  com  per  hour.  This  sheller  has 
a  flywheel  speed  of  735  revolutions  per  minute  and  is  somewhat 
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heavier  in  construction,  and  more  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
finish  of  ite  different  parts  and  equipment.  The  machine,  complete 
with  .fan,  self  feeder,  10  by  6  inch  pulley,  cob  stacker,  and  adjust- 
able zinc  screens  sells  at  retail  for  $160.  A  two-horse  down  power 
is  supplied  at  an  extra  charge  of  $95,  and  parts  for  using  the  power 
for  $10. 

The  two  machines  last  described  are  also  sold  as  mounted  shellers, 
without  powers,  at  prices  ranging  from  $275  to  $300. 

So  XMl  for  Shuck  Shellers. 

As  most  of  the  com  is  husked  there  is  no  demand  for  n  shuck 
sheller.  The  winters  here  are  very  mild  and  the  rainfall  greater 
during  that  season  than  in  summer,  and  on  this  account  the  cobs  are 
nearly  always  soft  and  often  quite  damp.  As  a  rule  the  com  farmer 
confines  himself  exclusively  to  the  raisii^  of  com  and  seUs  all  his 
crop  except  what  he  requires  for  seed.  Only  a  few  milch  cows  are 
kept,  and  therefore  the  cornstalks  are  not  used  for  stock  feed  as  in 
the  United  States. 

More  than  9,240,000  acres  of  land  are  devoted  to  com  cultivation 
in  Argentina  at  the  present  time,  and  there  is  a  tendency  to  increase 
this  acreage.  An  overwhelming  percentage  of  each  year's  crop  is 
exported  in  the  form  of  shelled  com.  Therefore,  the  demand  for 
shellers  will  continue  to  grow.  It  would  be  worth  while  for  the 
American  manufacturer  who  is  prepared  to  get  into  the  business 
by  establishing  a  sales  organization  in  Buenos  Aires  to  send  a  rep- 
resentative to  this  country  to  study  the  sheller  situation.  Established 
houses  repiTsent  the  factories  supplying  the  types  of  machines  cov- 
ered by  this  report  and  it  is  doubtful  if  they  would  consider  a  change. 
The  com-shelling  season  begins  in  March  and  lasts  several  months. 


AMEBICAN  CONSTTLAB  GFFICESS  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nome. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 


Addrc«. 


West,  George  N 

Cooke,  A.  B 

Hale,  F.  D 

Fisher,  Fred  D 

Masterson,  WiUJam  W.. 


Seltier,  Harry  O... 
Baker,  E.  Carlton. 


Uona^ban,  T.  C 


Jewell,  John  F 

Kampar,  Onham  H. 
Ooodlar,  James  H.... 

Bazrttins,  Boss 

lalng,  James  OliTer. 


KoM,  Japan 

Patras,  Cfreece 

Hudders&eld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Dnrban,  Natal,  South 
Africa. 

Breslan,  Germanj' 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Chefoo,  China 

Erftu^,  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
PartAntonio.Jamaica. 
Karachi,  India 


Aug.  15 
Aug.  10 
Sept.  5 
Aug.  5 
Sept.   1 

Aug.  1 
Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.  1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  1 
Oct.  1 
Sept.  30 


Department  ofStatc,  Washington,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Albany,  Oreg. 
CaiToUton,  Ky. 

Gibraltar,  Fa. 

Apartment  No.  7.%  The  BrunswiCA, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,Washlngton,D.C. 

Do. 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  otSta  to,  Washington,  D.C. 
0/0  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Uo. 
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PSSSIAN  HABXET  FOB  BOS.  QOODB. 

[Vice  Consul  Ralpb  H.  Bader,  Tebenm,  June  8.] 

Up  to  this  time  France  has  been  an  importaat  supplier  of  silk  goods 
to  Persia.  This  merchandise  is  manufactured  almost  exclusively 
by  the  mills  at  Lyon,  shipments  being  generally  made  to  Persia  by 
parcel  post.  [Persia's  parcel-post  trade  was  discussed  in  Comuxbce 
Reports  for  July  25,  1916.]  It  should  be  noted  that  much  of  the 
silk  cloth  credited  to  England  and  Russia  by  the  Persian  customs 
statistics  is  of  French  origin.  Very  little  silk  cloth  has  been  imported 
since  the  beginning  of  hostilities  in  Europe,  consequently  prices  have 
increased  enormously.  This  appears  to  be  an  opportune  time  to 
introduce  American  silk  goods  into  Persia. 

With  the  exception  of  the  black  robe,  or  "  chador,"  worn  by  Persian 
women,  the  darker  shades  are  not  so  much  in  demand  as  sky-blue,  rose, 
red,  yellow,  and  flesh-color.  In  addition  to  pure  silk  fabrics  a  con- 
siderable, quantity  of  cloth  made  of  silk  and  cotton  mixed  is  also 
sold. 
Sonrces  of  Imports. 

In  1912-13  Persia  imported  silk  froods  valued  at  $576,589;  in 
191S-14,  to  the  extent  of  $815,873;  and  in  1914-15  a  total  of  $467,257 
worth,  receiving  these  supplies  from : 


Coontrtes. 

1912-U 

1913-14 

1914-16 

Countries. 

1913-13 

1913-14 

1914-lS 

AmtrlA-Htmgary .. 

$43,729 
80.098 

224.722 
44,071 
82.071 
68.625 

(29,808 
88.224 

404.353 
73.623 
30.001 

100,972 

$31,146 
68,017 

184.240 
47.970 
17.775 
66,773 

Russia. 

$48,323 

7.S09 

26,060 

1.361 

$56,650 

7.954 

23,699 

689 

9,093 

Switzertend 

Turkey 

(ivfvnmy 

16.137 

Oreat  Britain 

Allotber 

1.66t 

TnHdL 

Total 

Italv       

576,589 

815,873 

467,267 

Terms — Shipping  Koutes. 

Persian  merchants  generally  order  silk  goods  by  sample,  direct 
from  the  manufacturer.  Some  of  the  smaller  merchants  buy  from 
wholesalers.  Before  the  war  it  was  customary  to  make  shipments  to 
Persian  merchants  against  documents,  although  some  of  the  better- 
known  merchants  were  granted  three  to  six  months'  credit.  No  credit 
is  allowed  at  present.  [A  list  of  Teheran  importers  of  silk  goods 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  78519.] 

As  already  stated,  importations  of  silk  goods  from  France  are 
generally  made  by  parcel  post,  thereby  avoiding  the  heavy  Russian 
transit  duty.  Since  there  is  no  parcel-post  convention  between  Persia 
and  the  United  States,  shipments  of  silk  goods  from  America  to 
this  country  should  be  made  by  freight  to  a  forwarding  agent  in 
Europe,  thence  to  be  sent  to  Persia  by  parcel  post. 
Exports  of  Native  Fabrics. 

Persia  is  a  seller  as  well  as  a  buyer  of  silk  textiles.  Considerable 
quantities  of  durable  silk  cloth  are  woven  on  handlooms  at  Yezd, 
Kerman,  Kashan,  and  Resht,  and  silk  thread,  lac^  fringe?^  and 
cords  are  also  made.  Only  silk  of  native  production  is  used,  tn  the 
fiscal  years  1913-14  and  1914r-15  the  value  of  the  goods  exported  and 
their  destinations  were : 
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Cotutrtos. 

IMS-U 

ISU^IS 

ConntrlM. 

NIS-U 

W14-15 

•39.130 

(0,703 

I.(SOO 

3(7. 890 

tecogs 

89.128 

2,677 

I»,C3S 

$G6,930 
l.US 

337,670 

Inate 

Another 

662 

Iltamt 

Total 

Rmrtt  , , 

»7,3;s 

828,  SM 

The  unit  of  measure  used  in  Persia  is  the  "  zar "  (Teheran  zar= 
40.95  inches).  Of  foreign  measures,  the  meter  (1.0936  yards)  is 
generally  understood.  Persian  weights  are  the  "man"  (6^  pounds) 
and  the  "khavar"  (650  pounds).  The  money  of  Persia  used  in 
foreign  exchange  is  the  silver  "ki-an,"  ordinarily  worth  $0,087, 
present  value  about  $0.11.  Correspondence  with  Persian  merchants 
Aould  be  in  the  French  language. 

[Eighteen  samples  of  the  French  silk  and  lui^ced  goods  sold  In  Teheran  may 
be  inspected  nt  Uie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
offices.    Ask  for  file  No.  78519.] 


OEBXAir  CITY  FSESEirrS  STSEET  eauway  befobt. 

[Vice  Coiuml  H.  B.  CarlsoB,  FnnUort-on-Maln,  July  10.1 

The  annual  statistical  report  of  the  city  of  Frankfort-on-Main,  Ger- 
many, states  that  104,731,494  persons  were  carried  by  the  municipal 
street  railways  during  the  fecal  year  1914-15.  lliis  number  in- 
cludes 5,000,000  military  persons,  who  were  carried  for  half  fare. 
The  mileage  for  the  city  lines  is  92.05  kilometers  (57.19  miles). 
The  total  number  of  miles  covered  during  the  year  was  15,330,060 
(24,671.^88  kilometers).  The  incomes  from  the  ordinary  fares 
amounted  to  $1,620,607.  The  income  derived  from  the  sale  of  weekly, 
monthly,  and  school  children's  tickets  amounted  to  $471,071.  From 
the  line  operated  jointly  between  Frankfort  and  Offenbach  $57,552 
was  realized.  The  t<^  income  from  all  sources  amoimted  to 
$2449,468. 

Tares  ArranKed  Aceordlngr  to  Zone  BTitein. 

The  fares  are  charged  in  accordance  with  a  zone  system,  the  most 
common  charge  being  0.10  mark  ($0,023).  A  reduction  is  now  made 
in  the  case  of  military  persons,  who  are  being  carried  for  0.05  mark 
($0,011).  Special  inducements  are  offered  to  persons  who  purchase 
tickets,  of  which  there  are  two  general  kinds — for  one  week  and  for 
one  month.  The  former  are  chiefly  for  workmen  and  may  be  used 
only  before  7.30  a.  m.  and  after  4  p.  m.  They  are  not  valid  on  Sun- 
days or  holidays.  They  are  sold  to  be  used  either  once  or  twice  daily. 
The  cost  of  this  ticket  depends  on  the  distance  traveled. 

A  ticket  good  for  one  month  and  valid  on  all  lines  wittiin  the  city 
proper  at  all  times  is  sold  for  $4.38. 

t  or  persons  who  wish  only  to  ride  over  one  special  route,  a  some- 
what complicated  system  of  tickets  has  been  arranged,  the  price  de- 
pending upon  the  distance.  A  schedule  on  file  at  the  general  ticket 
office  of  the  company  enables  the  person  desiring  such  a  ticket  to 
ascertain  the  price  for  the  route  chosen.  A  reduction  is  made  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  disabled  persons. 

Tickets  for  sdiool  cnildr^  are  sold  each  month  at  prices  varying 
from  $0.71  to  $1.07. 
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[Consul  B.  Harvey  Carroll,  jr.,  Venice,  Hay  24.] 

The  Italian  Government  has  recently  decided  to  buy  labor-saving 
agricultural  machines  on  a  large  scale — some  200,000  pieces — to  over- 
come the  difficulties  caused  by  the  lack  of  farm  hands.  No  definite 
information  as  to  the  kinds  of  implements  the  Government  will 
purchase  has-been  given.  This  marks  a  new  departure,  as  in  past 
years  the  use  of  hand  labor  has  been  preferred  to  machinery  on 
account  of  the  abundance  of  laborers. 

Because  of  the  geographical  and  physical  peculiarities  of  Venice, 
a  city  built  on  the  lagoons  of  the  Adriatic,  there  are  no  lawns  and 
but  few  gardens  here,  and  indeed  but  few  lawns  in  the  vicinitj*. 
The  greater  part  of  the  Veneto  is  a  rich  alluvial  plain  with  alter- 
nate zones  of  sand  and  clay  undersoU  in  veins.  The  field  croi)s 
are  wheat,  Indian  corn,  oatSj  barley,  and  broom  com,  and  there  is 
an  extensive  cultivation  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  especially  on  the 
islands  of  the  lagoons.    Artichokes  are  raised  in  abundance. 

Where  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  are  raised,  a  second  harvest  is 
usually  obtained  of  a  kind  of  maize  called  "  cinquantino,"  so  named 
because  it  matures  in  about  50  days.  It  is  inferior  in  quality  to 
other  Indian  com.  Chemical  fertilizers  and  manures  are  used  in 
large  quantities,  especially  phosphates  and  scoria  Thomas. 
Umited  TTse  of  XotOT  Tiaetloii  at  Fretent. 

There  is  at  present  no  motor  traction  for  agricultural  implements 
except  for  wheat  thrashers.  Com  is  shelled  by  hand-power  ma- 
chines where  the  more  primitive  methods  of  rubbing  the  ears  to- 
gether or  pulling  them  through  an  iron  hooj)  do  not  prevail. 

Either  English  or  French  may  be  used  in  correspondence  with 
firms  here,  but  a  decided  advantage  is  enjoyed  by  those  American 
manufacturers  who  can  correspond  in  the  language  of  the  country. 
Even  more  important  than  the  language  is  the  quoting  of  weights, 
measures,  and  prices,  the  first  two  according  to  the  metric  system 
and  the  last  in  the  money  of  the  country. 

As  Venice  is  now  closed  as  a  port,  and  as  even  in  ordinary  times 
most  importations  from  America  for  this  district  arrive  at  Genoa, 
prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Genoa.  Success  in  selling  agricul- 
tural implements  of  American  make  in  Italy  may  come  to  those 
firms  which  establish  general  agencies  in  some  one  of  the  larger 
cities  of  Italy — Genoa,  Milan,  or  Eome,  with  subagencies  in  the 
smaller  towns. 
Customary  Terms  of  Credit. 

A  credit  of  90  days  on  agricultural  implements  is  customary,  and 
if  owing  to  delayed  mails  and  tardy  means  of  transportation  a 
longer  credit  could  be  extended,  it  would  be  desirable.  One  to  2 
per  cent  is  allowed  for  cash  payment,  and  that  term  is  taken  to 
include  .30  days  from  invoice  date.  At  this  time  it  ordinarily  takes 
a  letter  30  days  to  come  from  America  to  Venice. 

Plows  with  wheels  and  rollers  (not  steam)  are  classified  under 
No.  310,  f2,  of  the  Italian  tariff.  The  United  States,  by  reason  of 
the  favored-nation  clause,  enjoys  the  advantage  of  Italy's  prefer- 
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ential  tariff,  bat  for  plows,  as  abore,  the  general  and  preferential 
tariff  is  tha  same,  namely,  9  gold  lire  per  quintal  (220.46  pounds). 
Duty  is  levied  on  the  gross  weight,  including  packing,  on  all  goods 
when  the  duty  to  be  paid  for  them  does  not  exceed  20  gold  lire 
per  (]uintal.  All  other  agricultural  machines  not  moved  by  me- 
chanical motors  follow  this  treatment  (except  plows  without  wheels). 

[A.  list  of  Importers  of  agrlculturni  Implements  In  the  consular  district 
of  Venice  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77407.] 

WALES. 
[Consul  Lorin  A.  Latbrop,  Cardiff,  Uay  12.1 
Coaslderable  Beauuid  la  Cardiff  District. 

The  Cardiff  demand  for  lawn  rollers,  land  rollers,  and  pulverizers 
is  considerable,  although  the  district  is  mainly  industrial,  and  the 
land  surface  so  hilly  as  to  be  most  profitably  devoted  to  sheep  runs. 
In  the  thickly  populated  industrial  areas  there  are  many  market  gar- 
dens, golf  links,  lawn-tennis  courts,  bowling  greens^  and  football  and 
cricket  grounds.  Each  of  the  towns  and  larger  villages  has  one  or 
more  parks  and  recreation  grounds,  and  there  are  many  country  seats 
whose  wealthy  occupants  maintain  extensive  parks,  gardens,  orna- 
mental grounds,  and  farms  on  model  lines.  Climatic  and  economic 
conditions  direct  the  commercial  farmer  toward  stock  raising  rather 
than  grain  growing. 

The  numerous  lawns  and  sporting  grounds  are  maintained  in  first- 
class  condition,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  have  been  constructed 
according  to  the  most  improved  methods  to  secure  proper  drainage 
and  the  necessary  conditions  for  perfect  maintenance.  Sea-waahed 
turf,  from  mud  flats  on  the  seashore,  is  largely  employed  in  making 
or  reinvigorating  lawns  where  fine  short  grass  is  particularly  desired. 
City  authorities,  the  principal  sporting  dubs,  and  wealthy  country 
dwellers  usually  retain  the  services  of  gardening  specialists. 
Dealers  Supplied  by  Importers  at  Trade  Centers. 

It  has  not  been  the  practice  hitherto  to  import  agricultural  imple- 
ments direct  into  this  district  from  overseas.  Dealers  are  supplied 
by  importers  in  Bristol,  Liverpool,  or  London. 

Lawn  rollers  are  usually  of  the  iron  double-cylinder  type,  weigh- 
ing up  to  about  6  hundredweight,  but  water-ballast  rollers  giving 
weights  up  to  14  hundredweight  are  frequently  employed  on  the 
larger  lawns  and  sporting  grounds.  The  larger  sizes  are  fitted  for 
animal  traction,  and  in  a  lew  instances  motor  rollers  are  employed. 

For  pulverizing  the  soil  after  plowing,  spring-tine  cultivators 
are  commonly  employed.  The  older  types,  with  solid  tines,  are  still 
manufactured,  but  the  lighter  spring-tine  machines  fitted  with  high 
iron  wheels  and  seats  are  growing  in  favor.  A  spring-tine  cultivator 
with  17  tines  and  working  width  of  7  feet  6  inches,  with  pole  for  two 
horses,  sells  at  £13  13s.  ($66.42) ;  the  smaller  sizes  are  proportionately 
cheaper.  A  spring-tine  cultivator  on  low  iron  wheels,  without  seat, 
sells  at  £7  ($34.06).  This  cultivator  has  no  pole,  the  horses  being 
attached  to  whiffletrees,  while  the  driver  walks  behind. 

Various  forms  of  harrows  are  made.  A  pair  of  zigzag  drag  har- 
rows, fitted  with  handles,  80  tines,  with  whiffletree  7  feet  6  inches 
wide,  iron  teeth,  weighing  about  2|  hundredweight,  sells  at  £6 
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($24.33).  Lighter  seed  harrows  are  fitted  with  60  to  72  teetii,  and 
the  sets,  with  whiffletrees  for  two  or  three  horses,  sell  at  prices  from 
£2  15s.  up  to  £4  10s.  ($13.87  to  $21.89) . 

Lever  scarifiers  fitted  with  nine  solid  tines  mounted  on  four  low 
wheels  and  a  lever  for  lifting  the  scarifier  put  of  service  sell  from  £8 
($38.93)  upward.  Numerous  types  of  horse  hoes,  for  hoeing  roots 
and  grain,  sell  recording  to  the  number  of  teeth  and  capacity  at 
prices  from  £2  12s.  6d.  ($12.77)  up  to  £15  ($73). 

Various  Classes  of  Field  Boilers  in  TTse. 

Field  rollers  are  chiefly  of  the  smooth  iron  cylinder  or  ringed 
Cambridge  type.  Another  form  of  clod  crusher  is  made  of  narrow 
plain  rings,  alternating  with  notched  rings.  The  plain  type  of  ring 
rollers,  7  feet  wide,  rings  of  26-inch  diameter,  sells  at  £14  10s.  ($70.56) . 
Smaller  sizes,  down  to  those  with  roller  5J  feet  wide  and  15  inches  in 
diameter,  sell  at  £8  10s.  ($41.36).  The  notched  rollers  are  $2.50  to  $5 
higher,  according  to  size.  These  are  fitted  with  steel  shafts  for  one 
hoi-se.  The  plam  field  rollers,  with  three  cylinders,  28  inches  in 
diameter  and  7  feet  wide,  sell  for  £10  10s.  ($51.09).  They  are  fitted 
for  one  horse,  drivers'  seats  costing  from  $2.50  to  $3.75  extra. 

The  usual  terms  between  dealer  and  farmer  are  quarterly  accounts 
net  or  5  per  cent  discount  for  cash  in  a  month,  prices  including 
delivery  to  the  nearest  railway  station.  Betail  dealers  require  a 
profit  of  from  30  to  40  per  cent  and  three  to  six  months'  credit. 

The  Koyal  Agricultural  Society  of  England  will  hold  its  annual 
show  at  Cardiff  in  1917.  This  is  the  most  important  of  the  Britisli 
societies  of  the  kind,  and  its  annual  exhibitions  are  indispensable 
mediums  for  advertising.  Any  determined  effort  to  secure  an  open- 
ing in  Great  Britain  for  agricultural  implements  must  include  an 
exhibit  at  the  annual  shows  of  this  society  and  at  that  of  the  Bath 
and  West  of  England  Agricultural  Society. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  agricultural  implements  In  the  consular  district  of 
Cardiff,  Wales,  niny  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Us  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77125.] 

HOBWAT. 

[Consul  Charles  Forman,  Bergen,  May  27.] 

Karket  Limited  in  Mountainous  District. 

The  Bergen  consular  district,  which  comprises  the  aints  of  Bergen, 
Nordre  Bergenhus,  and  Sondre  Bergenhus,  is  very  mountainous. 
The  farms  are  small  and  the  soil  is  usually  sandy  and  rocky.  The 
market  for  agricultural  implements  is  therefore  limited,  when  com- 

?iared  with  the  other  parts  of  Norway,  in  which  conditions  are  more 
avorable  for  agriculture. 

The  principal  cereal  crop  is  oats,  as  in  Norway  generally.  Barley, 
with  some  rye  and  a  little  wheat,  is  also  grown.  Between  14  and  15 
per  cent  of  the  hay  and  potato  crops  of  Norway  are  produced  in  the 
Bergen  district,  but  it  yields  less  than  6  per  cent  of  the  cereal  crops, 
while  the  district  comprises  a  little  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the  total 
area  of  Norway. 

To  sell  agricultural  implements  in  Norway,  the  American  manu- 
facturer should  establish  an  agency  in  Christiania  and  supply  the 
needs  of  the  local  market  through  a  subagency  in  Bergen. 
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The  city  of  Bei^pen  occupies  a  restricted  area.  It  is  closely  shut 
in  by  the  mountains  and  is  compactly  built,  with  small  lawns.  Com- 
paratively little  space  is  available  for  lawn- tennis  grounds  and  none 
for  golf  courses.  The  market  for  appliances  for  the  care  of  lawns 
is  therefore  quite  limited.  Bergen  is  the  only  important  town  in 
the  district. 
Tariff  ProvlsioB  Selating  to  Farm  Kaohines. 

Under  No.  393  of  the  Norwegian  import  tariff,  machines  or  appa- 
ratus for  industrial  or  farm  use  are  free  of  duty  if  the  same  kind 
of  article  is  not  manufactured  in  Norway;  otherwise  they  pay  a 
duty  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Ocean  freights  are  now  very  high,  presenting  an  obstacle  to  im- 
porting bulky  and  heavy  goods  from  the  United  States  when  the 
same  kmds  of  goods  can  be  imported  from  nearer  countries.  Sweden 
is  a  very  large  exporter  of  agricultural  implements  to  Norway. 

[Lists  of  dealers  in  agricultural  macdiinery  and  liordware  and  of  nia- 
cliinery  agents  at  Bergen,  Norway,  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  77402. 
Eoglisti  may  he  usetl  in  correspondence  wltli  these  firms,  altiiougli  it  is  possi- 
ble that  letters  in  Norwegian  iniglit  receive  a  little  more  favorable  attention.] 


EXPOSTS  OF  dtUBE  ST7BBEB  FROM  BRAZIL. 

(Consul  G«oi9  H.  PIckntll,  Para.) 

The  exports  of  crude  rubber  to  the  United  States  from  Para,  Ma- 
naos,  and  Itacoatiara.  Brazil,  for  the  month  of  Jime,  1916,  amounted 
to  2,084,448  pounds,  and  to  Europe  1,052,711  poimds,  compared 
with  3,088,112  and  2,104,145  pounds,  respectiTcly,  for  the  same 
month  last  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  several  grades  of 
rubber  shipped: 


nem. 

To  trnltad 
States. 

To 

Europe. 

Item. 

ToCnitol 

States. 

To 
Europe. 

From  Para: 

FlllB 

Pound*. 

503,647 

41,238 

312,583 

335,664 

Pounit. 

100,067 

1,873 

29,237 

14S,  171 

From  Itacoatiara: 

Fine  

Peunit. 

Pounda. 
2,204 
3^ 

Mediom 

Medium 

2,362 
610 

Caufthn      

Caucho  

Total 

Total 

1,193,133 

276,34$ 

5,675 

Fromltonaos: 

Fine 

601,425 
54,082 
170,255 
165,653 

112,343 

133,707 

19,918 

604,760 

Mediuin      

Coars*  

Caucho        

Total 

891,315 

770,788 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Customlionse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Cnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Rational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Ofiice  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Tranclsco,  307  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
S48  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; ClnolBnatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  7rt.  Agt.,  C.  H.  0.  A  T.  f 
£y.  Co.,  Clnoinaati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
aerce;  PUladelpMa,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
Sy.  Co.,  Chattaaooga;  Tenn. 
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FllICES  O:^  COTTOH  SE£D  IN  DTOIA. 


[Consul  Oeneral  James  A.  Smltb,  Calcatta,  May  24.] 

Tlie  crushing  of  cotton  seed,  as  an  industry,  is  still  in  its  infancy 
in  this  country.  Although  an  increasing  quantity  of  the  seed  is 
being  exported,  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  Indian  product 
is  given  as  food  to  cattle. 

Four  factories  are  engaged  in  making  cottonseed  oil  in  India. 
These  are  the  Punjab  Ou  &  Flour  Mills,  at  Lahore,  the  Berar 
Oil  Works,  at  Akola,  the  Indian  Cotton  Oil  Co.  (Ltd.),  at  Navsari, 
Bombay,  and  the  Premier  Oil  Co.,  at  Cawnpore.  Figures  showing 
the  output  of  cottonseed  oil  are,  however,  not  available  at  present- 
Annual  Averagre  Wholesale  Prices  for  Tliree  Tears. 

Statistics  have  been  prepared  showing  for  the  past  three  years 
the  annual  average  wholesale  prices  of  cotton  seed  in  the  districts 
of  India  in  which  it  is  sold.  Imports  of  cotton  seed  into  India,  in 
the  aggregate,  vary  from  12  to  25  tons  annually.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  average  quantity  of  seed  available  in  India  is  more 
than  1,000,000  tons,  the  quantity  imported  is  neglible. 

The  annual  average  prices  of  cotton  seed  in  cotton-producing 
districts  of  India  during  the  three  years,  with  the  rate  given  per 
maund  of  82f  pounds,  as  compiled  from  the  fortnightly  returns 
of  wholesale  prices  furnished  by  local  governments  and  adminis- 
trations, were : 


Districts. 

1913 

1914 

ItlS 

Districts. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

United  Provinces: 

10.75 
.85 
.77 
.74 

.97 
.89 
.91 
.85 
.84 
.81 

.87 

t0.7S 
.87 
.78 
.79 

.95 

.90 
.92 
.83 
.St 
.83 

.82 
.82 
.77 
.87 

to.  65 

.«a 

.66 
.74 

.84 
.87 
.83 
.84 
.79 
.78 

.73 
.61 
.87 
.53 

Bombay,  etc.— Contd. 
Dhuiis 

10.77 
.77 
.87 
.95 
.90 

.73 
.79 
.67 
.65 

1.18 

.74 

1.01 

».5t 
.00 
.80 
.83 
.81 

.72 
.76 
.61 
.60 

1.24 
.76 
1.83 

10.19 

Jhftn«l                     

Surat 

.62 

Agra 

Abmadsbad 

Karachi 

.It 

Shabjabanpur 

Punjab: 

Foroxopore         

.76 

Shlkarpur 

Central  Provinces  and 
Berar; 
NaEDizr , 

.77 

XAbore 

Amrltsar            .  ... 

.64 

Juboulpore 

.67 

Multan  

AkolB.TT. 

.53 

Delhi 

Amraoti 

.54 

Bombay^  including  Slnd: 
Bombay      

Madras: 

Colmbatore 

1.14 

Bellarr 

.77 

.79 
.79 

Uadras 

1.H 

MAITUFACTUBE  OF  WOOL  SHODDT  IN  UNITED  STATES. 

A  summary  of  the  general  results  of  the  191i  study  of  the  wool- 
shoddy  industry  in  this  country  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States 
Biireiui  of  the  Census.  The  total  value  of  products  in  1914  was 
!i!7.7(M),843,  an  increase  of  12.4  per  cent  over  the  1909  figure,  $6,854,993. 
More  than  three-fourths  of  the  1914  total  represented  the  value  of 
recovered  wool  fiber,  of  which  the  production  in  that  year  amounted 
to  43,156,037  pounds,  valued  at  $5,977,284. 

The  principal  materials  used  in  the  wool-shoddy  industry  are  raffs, 
tailor's  clippings,  etc.,  of  which  there  were  consumed  in  1914,  67,- 
367,962  pounds,  at  a  cost  of  $3,103,864,  representing  an  increase  of  32.5 
per  cent  in  quantity  and  17.4  per  cent  in  cost,  compared  with  tiie  con- 
sumption in  1909—43,296,261  pounds,  costing  $2,644,570.  In  addi- 
tion 6,879,366  pounds  of  noils  and  waste,  at  a  cost  of  $863,633,  were 
consumed  in  1914. 
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HOHOLirLirS  TAX  BECOXPTS  HEATT. 

[A.  P.  Tajlor,  oorreapoadent,  Honolulu,  Hawaii.] 

The  srand  total  paid  by  taxpayers  of  the  island  of  Oahu,  Terri- 
tory of  Hawaii,  into  the  treasury  of  the  first  territorial  taxation  dis- 
trict for  the  fiscal  year  from  July  1,  1915,  to  June  30,  1916,  was 
$2,118,967.    The  preceding  year  it  was  only  $1,678,073. 

Figures  completed  by  t£e  tax  office  show  Honolulu  district  to  have 
wiid  $1,656,673.  The  other  districts  paid  as  follows:  Ewa,  $263,447; 
Waianae,  $15,101;  Waialua,  $92,749;  Wahiawa,  $18,357;  Koolauloa, 
$36,296;  Koolanpoko,  $46,341. 

For  the  half  year  from  January  1  to  Jime  30,  1916,  total  receipts 
from  all  sources  from  Oahu  were  $1,246,041,  against  $986,954  for 
the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.  Of  this  half-year's  taxes, 
Honolulu  district  paid  $968,521.  The  other  districts  paid  as  follows: 
Ewa,  $153,198;  Waianae,  $8,976;  Waialua,  $55,890;  Wahiawa, 
$11,528;  Koolauloa,  $20,630;  Eoolaupoko,  $27,295. 


COTTOV  EXPOBTS. 


The  coiton  exported  during  the  week  ended  July  29,  1916,  at  the 
12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  as  foUows: 


DbtriBts. 

Bain. 

DJstriot*. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

OtoEis 

8,(H5 

181 

3,601 

a0,2fi6 

FhOadelphla 

289 

4,. 326 

8,972 

13,980 

58,345 

San  Franolflco.     . 

BoDth  Carolina 

Virginia 

Washington 

5,938 

llarTland 

Total 

H«w  York 

aalvestin 

121,931 

1 

The  export  of  121,933  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  makes 
the  total  since  Augu.st  1,  1915,  approximately  6,044,398  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  perioib  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  69,539  bales  for  the  week  and  8,510,567  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 

TO  IMPROVE  AIDS  TO  NAVIGATION  IN  FLOEIDA. 

A  rearrangement  and  improvement  of  the  system  of  aids  to  navi- 
gation marlnng  the  St.  Johns  River,  Fla.,  is  necessitated  by  the 
new  30-foot  low-water  channel  from  the  sea  to  Jacksonville,  carried 
out  by  the  United  States  Engineers.  Vessels  of  increased  size  will 
now  use  this  port.  The  present  post  lantern  lights  are  confusing  and 
inefficient  by  reason  of  their  low  intensity  and  fixed  characteristic 
and  the  large  number  visible  at  one  time. 

The  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1,  1916,  appropriated  $66,000 
for  improving  the  aids  and  establishing  new  aids  on  the  St.  Johns 
below  Jacksonville.  The  work  contemplated  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  this  appropriation  consists  of  the  establishment  of  26 
range  lights,  14  post  lights.  16  lighted  buoys,  and  5  unlighted  buoys. 
The  Li^thouse  Service  or  the  United  States  Department  of  Com- 
merce is  preparing  to  proceed  with  the  work  promptly. 
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FOBEIOV  TBADE  OFPOBTUHITIES. 

BMcrred  addreaim  may  be  obt^oed  from  the  Bwe««  and  ita  dlatrlet  oSeea. 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  oo  a  Kparat«  sheet  and  stote  •p>*rt«BttT  naih, 
The  Boreao  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  aasame  responsibility  as  to  the  stand 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  < 


Printer's  tupplies,  No.  22006. — An  American  consalar  officer  in  Spain  writes  tliat 
a  publisliing  flrui  in  liis  di.strict  is  desirous  of  placing  large  orders  for  sup- 
plies required  in  its  ostablisliment  Catalogues  of  type  foundries,  printing 
machinery,  printer's  inli,  parier,  cardboard,  and  binding  supplies,  etc,  dioold 
be  sent.   Correspondence  in  Spanish.    Beferences  are  giTen. 

Byiroplanc,  No.  22007. — It  Is  reftorted  by  an  American  consular  officer  that  a 
commission  lias  collected  and  deposited  the  sum  of  $7,054  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  a  hydroplane  to  be  presented  to  the  navy  of  a  South  American 
ooontry.  Interested  ninnufacturers  should  send  complete  Information,  plans, 
specifications,  prices  of  machine  and  accessories  and  time  required  for  de- 
livery. Correspondence  and  literature  may  be  in  English,  though  Spanish  is 
preferred.    Prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

Tinned  butter.  No.  22008. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  a  pos- 
sible market  for  the  sale  of  butter  in  tins.  Samples  and  quotations,  c.  i.  f. 
destination  should  be  sent  at  once.  Names  and  addresses  of  Jobbers  hare 
been  transmitted. 

Electrical  tupplies,  watches,  etc..  No.  22009. — A  firm  In  India  writes  that  it 
wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  etc.,  from  manufacturers  of  dectrical  supplies, 
sporting  goo<l8,  watches,  medicines,  etc. 

lAnen  thread.  No.  22010. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports  that 
a  merchant  in  his  district  wishes  to  purchase  linen  thread  for  mannfactnr- 
ing  shoes.  He  will  purchase  from  1,000  to  10,000  pounds  according  to  price 
offered.  The  thread  should  be  in  one-pound  balls,  a  packet  containing  only 
12  balls.  C.  I.  f.  quotations  preferred.  Correspondence  In  English.  Ref- 
erence. 

Rebuilt  tvpewriters,  stationery,  etc..  No.  22011. — A  firm  in  India  writes  that  it 
desires  to  repre.sent  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  rebuilt  typewriters,  sta- 
tionery, perfumery,  piece  goods,  fancy  goods,  crockery,  carbon  paper,  rib- 
bons, etc.  The  firm  is  also  In  position  to  supply  raw  products  from  India, 
Burma,  and  Ceylon. 

Dry  goods  and  shoe  materials,  No.  22012. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Venezuela  r^rarts  that  two  firms  in  his  district  have  combined  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ot)erating  a  small  shoe  factory  and  dealing  in  dry  goods  at  whole- 
sale.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Corsets,  No.  22013. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  Australia  reports  that  a  firm  In  that  country  desires  to  secure  the  sole 
agency  for  an  American  corset.  The  firm  has  branch  houses,  and  employs 
a  large  number  of  women  as  travelers.  It  Is  stated  that  cash  will  be  paid 
on  arrival  of  goo<ls.     Ueference  is  given. 

Coffee  milli,  roaslcrx,  meat  sliccrs,  etc..  No.  22014. — An  American  consular 
officer  In  Spain  writos  that  n  wholesale  and  retail  commission  merchant  in 
his  district  is  desirous  of  Importing  hand  and  motor  coffee  mills,  hand  and 
motor  coffee  roostcr-s,  mechanical  meat  sllcers,  machinery  for  sausage  malj- 
Ing,  meat-chopping  machinery,  bread-making  machinery,  automatic  ap- 
paratus for  serving  beer  and  other  drinks,  bottling  and  scaling  apparatus, 
raw,  smoked,  and  boiled  hams,  and  machinery  for  making  preserves,  slot 
machines  of  various  kinds,  and  all  kinds  of  preserved  and  canned  goods. 
Ileferences.    Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  Spanish. 

Schooner,  No.  2201.".— A  firm  In  Porto  Rico  writes  that  it  wishes  to  purchase 
a  secondhand  uchooner  capable  of  carrying  300  M  feet  of  yellow-pine  lum- 
ber. A  representative  of  the  firm  is  now  in  New  York  City.  The  firm 
wishes  to  receive  duplicate  copies  of  all  letters,  literature,  etc.,  sent  to  the 
representative. 

T<r.tsniKaTON  :  covern'mknt  rniNTisc  omcc:  i»i« 
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SWISS  EZPOBI  FBOHIBinOirS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Conaal  General,  Zurich,  July  31.] 

The  following  additional  export  embargoes  were  enforced  July  28 : 

All  tobacco  products;  alcohols,  liqueurs,  liqueur  wines,  other  aromatic  or 
sweetened  alcohols,  vermouths;  wax  wastes;  leather  and  hide  cuttings  for  glue 
stock,  horn  shavings,  tendons,  hoofs,  and  other  animal  wastes ;  leather  l)elts ; 
vineyard  staiies,  hoops,  staves;  tissue  paper  weighing  25  grams  or  less  per 
square  meter ;  raw,  cleaned,  and  spun  horsehair  and  buffalo  hair,  also  bundles 
of  other  animal  hair ;  rattan,  raw,  peeled,  split,  colored,  etc. ;  electric  carbons, 
mounted  and  unmounted  electrodes;  paper  insulating  pipes  with  sheet-iron 
cover ;  day,  fire,  and  acid-proof  brides,  pipes,  plates,  etc. ;  day  crucibles ;  muffles, 
evaporators,  drainage  pipes,  etc.,  of  ordinary  or  fine  pottery  or  porcelain,  Includ- 
ing sinks  and  bathtubs;  ceramic  chemical  lal>oratory  utensils  and  apparatus; 
glitss  wastes;  joiners',  painters',  and  plasterers'  glue,  gelatin,  and  fish  glue; 
isinglass ;  all  needles  and  pins  except  those  combined  with  predous  metals,  stones, 
or  pearls ;  i>octcet  igniters  and  parts  thereof  and  patent  fasteners  of  nonprecious 
metals.  

COFFEE  TBADE  AHB  STOCKS  IN  HOLLAND. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabln,  Amsterdam,  July  8.] 

An  important  feature  of  the  Dutch  coffee  trade  is  the  great  de- 
crease in  the  arrivals  during  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  in 
comparison  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  -This  year  the 
imports  totaled  861,400  bags;  in  1915,  2,361,500  bags;  in  1914, 
936,700,  which  was  fairly  normal  for  peace  times.  The  deliveries 
this  year  were  157,017  bags  more  than  the  arrivals,  while  last  year 
the  deliveries  were  254,148  less  than  the  arrivals,  which  would  indi- 
cate that  the  suri>lus  stock  in  Holland  is  being  reduced  this  year. 

The  reduction  in  imports  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  was  in 
Brazilian  and  Central  American  coffee.  The  receipts  from  Brazil 
this  year  were  only  one-sixth  those  in  1915,  and  lower  than  in  corre- 
sponding periods  before  the  war — less  than  half  those  in  the  similar 
period  of  1914.  While  the  total  of  the  arrivals  during  the  past  six 
months  was  about  the  normal  of  peace  times,  it  reached  that  point 
aaW  because  of  increased  imports  from  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 

The  total  stock  on  hand  in  this  country  on  the  1st  of  July,  1916, 
1915,  and  1914,  respectively,  was  208,000  bags,  554,500  bags,  and 
703,300  bags. 

t4aS9°— 16  433 
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CAPITAL  SUBSCBIFnOHS  IH  LOHDON  UAEKET. 

In  its  issue  for  July  15  the  Statist  presents  its  customary  half- 
yearly  review  of  tiie  new  stock  offerings  in  the  London  market 
Very  naturally,  the  vast  sums  subscribed  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1916  went  mainly  for  Government  securities  (Treasury  bills,  Ex- 
chequer IxHids,  war  loans,  etc.),  municipalities  figuring  to  the  ex- 
tent of  only  $2,408,920,  railways  $9,338,600,  and  industrials  and  other 
private  stocks  $10,665,490,  out  of  public  subscriptions  totaling  $3,- 
374,755,065.  How  these  amounts  compare  with  similar  subscriptions 
during  the  first  half  of  each  of  the  preceding  nine  years  is  shown  in 
the  table  that  follows: 


Cbas  of  sacority. 

January-Jane  - 

QoYttnment. 

MunldpaU- 

BaOwmys. 

lodnstrials, 
•to. 

Total. 

1907 

181,928,450 

111,948,860 

234,442,750 

14.5,844,150 

97,057.775 

68,832,270 

216.038,1185 

346. 617, 365 

2,234,142.000 

3.352,342,055 

130, 677,975 
71,670,100 
74,119,150 
46,903,200 
35. 529.. 576 
07,440.860 
6S,7U5,500 
96,525.150 
1,701.276 
2,408,920 

381,511,376 
268,197,676 
163,895.000 
193,284.350 
lOiJ.iOO  1150 
14S.12S. 175 
214.3o3..n0 
189.707.945 
61,739,840 
9,338,(100 

3170,454,425 
1.37,253,150 
ITS.OCl,  150 

s-  ■'■■■  -^ 

2  05 

3  125 

24,,irj,i,.;i5 

217,353.. 580 

19,738,0(6 

10,665,490 

$367,4n,335 

1908         

574,069,775 

1909 

645,466,050 

1910 

770,155,426 

1911    

592,038,225 

1913 

588,751,620 

1913 

738,183,010 

1914 

8aO,3a3.9W 

1916 

2,307,323,  an 

1916 

3,374,765,011 

Amount  Snbscrilied  tot  Badi  Class  of  Security. 

The  purposes  for  which  this  capital  was  subscribed  in  the  June 
half  of  each  year  since  1912  are  given  in  more  detail  in  the  statement 
below : 


Class  of  security. 

1913 

19U 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Government: 
United  Kingdom 

814,495,880 
13,577,535 
13,874,555 
16,884,300 

824,055,200 

829,819,476 

4,m7,840 

201,646,205 

110,333,086 

82,033,528,645 

83,320,335,080 

Indian       ..                     .      . 

Colonial 

72,761,535 
119,221,960 

79,196,200 
121.419,175 

29,ioi,tis 

Foreign 

2,805,300 

Total 

68,832,370 

216, 038, 686 

346,617,266 

2,234,143,(00 

3,362,343,055 

Hunlclpallties: 
United  Kingdom 

1,818,865 

12,701,506 

2,408,9» 

TfUll^UI 

0>lf<nH  , 

JO.  907. 145 
44,714,850 

43,768,900 
15,006,600 

35,210,086 
48,612,900 

1,703,275 

..< 

Foreign 

Total '. 

67,440,850 

58,765,500 

96.525,150 

1.703,275 

2,408,9» 

BaQwayx 
United  Kingdom 

4,650,176 

4.933,415 
14,356,175 
108,861,276 
86,204,446 

9,270,685 
9,489^675 
70,902,786 
09,984,800 

8,526,320 
]£  883, 436 
12.044.685 
14,307,6M 

8,in,Mi> 

Indian. ..iTT 

Colonial 

49,656,240 
94,019,060 

Foreign 

i,iw,w 

Total 

148,125.475 

214,355,310 

150.707,945 

61,739,840 

»,J38,« 

Banla 

14,606,830 
1,306,636 

"84|697;536" 
23,419,325 

33,988,730 
5,3117,860 
2,037,845 
29,000,330 
15,508,675 
«U,46S 

9,465,175 

"m',6i9,'m 

12,180,965 

30,465,710 

4,342,916 

887,800 

20,218,185 

11,503,450 

3,303,135 

6,888,025 
4,435,816 

"'62,'234|o66' 
20,386,485 

38,416,680 
4,357,200 
1,075,065 

15,417,  ITO. 
5,473,600 
7,331,380 

620,700 



Canals  and  docks 

Commercial,  Industrial,  etc 

Eleetrleli^t  and  power 

Financial,  land,  investment,  and 
trust 

9,aa,"io6' 

2,661, 72J 

219,010 
97,339 
101,860 
831,SN 
102,200 

^as 

Qas  and  water 

afejij 

364,W 

Iron,  coal,  steel,  etc 

2>Mfi 

Mines.... 

»s 

Motor  traction 

1,«M,«» 
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ClBS  of  s«RnTlt7. 

1012 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Nttnt* 

S875,S7S 
15,398,330 
4,400,205 
10,424,000 
757,960 
3,880,970 
17,490,200 

81,386,960 
0,090,025 
2,350,250 

20,020,660 

576,850 

1,187.426 

18,521,100 

on 

810,452,175 
8,250,210 
39,017,880 
764,525 
12,725,750 
32,261,160 

8121,605 

949,940 

2,311,590 

$249,415 

30,175 

4,319,015 

ftnblMr 

fnifFpinz       

TeauMrooSas 

Taltiaplu  and  tetopbanes 

Tnmva  js 

2,102,325 

Total 

314,352,935 

247,023,515 

217,353,580 

19,738,065 

10,065,490 

Onnd  total 

588,751,530 

730,183,010 

820,203,940 

2,307,323,200 

3,374.755,065 

[For  earlier  reviews  of  the  new  stock  offerings  in  the  London 
market  see  Commebce  Kepobts  for  Feb.  5  and  July  19,  1915,  and 
Feb.  3,  1916.] 

AGSICirLTVBE  REPOBT  COHMEHSS  IIOHTHOUSE  OFFICEBS. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Bedfield  has  received  a  letter  from  ti^e 
Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture  commending  the  oiBcers  of  the 
United  States  Lighthouse  Service  for  rescue  work  done  during  the 
recent  storm  off  the  Carolina  coast,  and  quoting  the  following  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  official  in  charge  of  the  Weather  Bureau  office 
at  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Great  credit  Is  due  Gapt.  Johnson  of  the  lighthouse  tender  Cypres*  for  mak- 
ing n  perilous  trip  to  SulliTans  Island  during  the  night  of  the  13th  at  the 
request  of  this  office  to  bring  back  those  who  wished  to  come  to  the  city.  The 
Cvprcss  and  the  tug  Wellington  also  performed  heroic  rescue  work  in  saving 
all  on  board  the  naval  auxiliary  Hector,  which  was  wrecked  about  8  miles 
north  of  Cape  Romain  gas  buoy. 

Head  of  Department  Commends  Employees. 

During  the  past  month  several  employees  of  the  Bureau  of  Light- 
houses have  been  commended  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  for 
assistance  rendered  when  ships  were  in  peril  or  for  rescues  from 
drowning.    The  men  who  received  this  special  recognition  were : 

Henry  C.  Pierottl,  commanding,  and  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  Blunts 
Reef  Light  Vessel,  Cal.,  for  assistance  rendered  the  passengers  and  crew  of  the 
shipwrected  steamer  Bear,  comprising  about  160  persons,  who  were  received 
on  board  Blunts  Reef  Light  Vessel  on  the  night  of  June  14,  1916. 

Oscar  P.  Olsen,  assistant  keeper  at  Baltimore  Light  Station,  Maryland,  for 
assistance  rendered  the  yacht  Lola,  which  had  run  ashore  at  the  mouth  of 
Magothy  River,  Md. 

Oliver  C.  Midgett,  lattorer  at  Portsmouth  Lighthouse  Depot,  Virginia,  for 
the  rescue  from  drowning  of  a  young  woman  who  fell  overboard  from  the 
Chestnut  Street  ferry  bridge.  The  Secretary  of  Commerce,  on  July  20,  1916, 
recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  Midgett  be  awarded  a  live- 
saving  medal. 

Je^e  T.  Brown,  keeper  of  South  Haven  Pierhead  Liglit  Station,  Michigan, 
for  assisting  In  rescuing  two  women  who  were  in  danger  of  drowning  in  Lake 
Michigan  near  the  South  Hoven  Pierhead  Light  Station. 


Copra  Plant  in  Fnerto  Cortes. 

Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  at  Puerto  Cortes,  Honduras,  reports  that 
a  small  plant  for  the  production  of  steam-dried  copra  is  nearing  com- 
pletion in  that  city.  This  is  the  first  experiment  in  the  production 
of  copra  from  the  coconuts  grown  en  the  coast. 
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CONSTBTJCTIOir  MATESIALS  HT  SOUTH  AXEBICA. 

In  preparation  for  an  exhaustive  report  on  mai^ets  for  construc- 
tion materials  and  machineij  in  South  America,  a  repreeentative  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  to  spend  the  next 
three  months  visiting  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States  and 
conferring  with  manufacturers.  He  will  then  make  a  tour  of  all  tho 
Southern Jlepublics  for  a  thorough  study  of  conditions  in  this  branch 
of  trade. 

The  Bureau  intends  to  offer  for  the  benefit  of  American  business 
men  such  information  and  recommendations  as  will  lay  a  substan- 
tial foundation  for  trade  extension  in  the  lines  mentioned.  For  the 
important  work  to  be  done  it  has  selected  William  W.  Ewing,  wIm> 
has  had  27  years  experience  in  engineering  and  construction  work, 
four  of  which  were  spent  in  foreign  countries,  and  who  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  and  the  American  So- 
ciety for  Testing  Materials.  Mr.  Ewing  was  chief  engineer  of  the 
Compania  General  de  Asfatos  y  Portland,  Barcelona,  Spain;  «i- 
gineer  of  tests  in  the  New  York  Department  of  Buildings  for  six 
years,  and  engineer  in  charge  for  a  number  of  years  with  sonva  of 
the  largest  international  engineering  coni^ruction  and  equipment 
companies. 

In  investigating  construction  materials,  attention  will  be  given  to 
markets  for  products  used  in  building  work,  heavy  engineermg  con- 
struction, and  port  and  road  projerts,  while  the  construction  ma- 
chinuBry  on  which  information  is  desired  includes  devices,  equipment, 
and  apparatus  usually  employed  in  such  work.  This  is  one  of  20 
important  investigations  to  be  conducted  this  year  by  the  Bureau 
in  the  interest  of  American  foreign  trade. 

During  Mr.  Ewing's  preliminary  tour  of  the  United  States,  con- 
ferences with  him  may  be  arranged  and  suggestions  are  invited. 
Correspondence  should  be  directed  to  the  Division  of  Commercial 
Agents,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department 
of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C. 


BETTEB  PSOTECnON  FOB  SHIPS  AT  FZ.OBIDA  BEEFS. 

Additional  lighted  aids  for  Florida  Reefs,  and  repairs  and  im- 
provements to  existing  aids,  are  provided  for  in  the  sundry  civil  act 
approved  July  1,  1916j  which  appropriated  $76,000  for  that  w<wrk. 

A  large  commerce  is  carried  on  through  the  Straits  of  Florida, 
and  numerous  strandings  and  wrecks  have  occurred  near  the  Florida 
Seefs,  which,  owing  to  their  nature,  are  a  grave  danger  to  naviga- 
tion. Tliey  rise  steeply  from  the  deep  channel  of  the  straits  and  lie 
far  from  shore,  so  that  the  mariner  at  night  must  rely  almost  entirely 
upon  artificial  aids  to  guide  him  clear. 

The  work  contemplated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  appro- 
priation consists  of  the  establishment  of  lights  on  Molasses  Reef  and 
Facific  Reef.  These  will  have  iron-pile  foundations  and  suitable 
illuminating  apparatus.  Gas  buoys  will  be  established  oo.  Coffins 
Patches  and  Looe  Key.  It  is  also  proposed  to  repair  and  improve 
the  existing  aids  on  the  Florida  Reefs,  to  bring  them  to  a  high  steta 
of  efficiency. 
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EXPOBTS  OF  I70BT  COAST  PBODTTCTS. 

[Tlce  Consul  Ilarry  A.  HcBride,  Boma,  Kongo,  June  7.] 

According  to  the  Journal  Officiel  de  la  Cote  d'lvoire,  certain  ex- 
ports from  the  Ivory  Coast  during  1915  fell  oflF  considerably  as  com- 
pared with  1913,  the  last  normal  year,  whereas  slight  gains  are  re- 
corded in  others. 

For  instance,  lack  of  transportation  facilities  and  wood  cutters 
is  said  to  have  caused  a  decrease  in  the  export  of  timber  from 
93,834,004  pounds  in  1913  to  39,308,216  pounds  in  1915.  The  sta- 
tistics also  give  further  evidence  of  the  effect  of  the  crisis  of  1912 
in  the  rubber  gathering  industry,  previous  to  which  rubber  was  one 
of  the  chief  exports  of  the  colony.  In  1912,  the  exports  of  rubber 
reached  3,027,383  potmds,  but  in  1913  the  amount  had  fallen  to 
2,114,021  pounds,  whereas  in  1914  a  still  greater  decrease  was  re- 
corded, the  shipments  aggregating  only  298,584  pounds.  Although 
the  figures  for  1915  are  not  yet  published,  it  is  thought  that  the  ex- 
ports wiU  be  even  less  than  in  the  foregoing  year. 

Exports  of  Paljn  frodvots. 

With  the  exception  of  timber  and  rubber  the  shipments  of  tropical 
products  from  the  Ivory  Coast  show  better  results.  In  the  palm 
products  trade  decreases  are  recorded,  but  not  of  so  serious  a  natui*e 
as  in  the  timber  and  rubber.  In  1913,  for  instance,  the  Ivory  Coast 
exported  11,831,630  pounds  of  palm  oil,  whereas  in  1915  the  amount 
shipped  was  9,863,583  pounds.  The  decrease  in  exports  of  palm 
kernels  was  proportionally  less,  the  amount  shipped  in  1915  being 
13,469,744  pounds  against  13,565,431  pounds  in  1914. 

Hamburg  was  the  principal  market  for  West  African  palm  oil  and 
kernels,  and  the  outbreak  of  war  with  the  consequent  closing  of  the 
chief  outlet,  demoralized  the  trade  for  several  months.  The  United 
Kingdom  is  now,  however,  consimxing  large  quantities. 

Cocoa,  Coffee,  and  Other  Exports. 

Cocoa  production  is  rapidly  increasing  in  importance  in  all  of  the 
colonies  on  the  Gulf  of  Guinea,  and  agriculturists  in  the  Ivory  Coast 
are  also  turning  their  attention  to  this  product  with  a  considerable 
degree  of  success.  In  1913,  102,652  pounds  of  cocoa  were  exported, 
and  in  1915,  250,727  pounds ;  thus  the  shipments  more  than  doubled 
in  two  years,  and  the  greatest  increase  in  exports  was  in  this  product. 
Coffee  raising  is  more  or  less  stationary,  the  shipments  having  been 
23,349  pounds  in  1913  and  23,591  pounds  in  1915. 

With  the  increased  European  demand  for  oleaginous  products,  the 
shipments  of  kola  nuts  increased  from  42,220  pounds  in  1913  to 
72,028  pounds  in  1915,  and  copra  from  only  5,467  pounds  in  the 
former  year  to  17,527  pounds  in  the  latter.  Ivory  Coast  is  not  a  large 
producer  of  gum  copal,  such  as  Kongo  and  other  more  southern 
colonies,  and  the  exports  were  only  3,518  pounds  in  1913  and  3,839 
pounds  in  1915. 

The  statistics  show  that  139,319  pounds  of  hides  were  exported  in 
1915,  as  compared  with  102,034  pounds  in  1913. 

The  cargoes  of  Honduran  fustic  invoiced  at  the  Puerto  Cortes  con- 
sulate for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in  the  June  quarter  of  this 
year  were  valued  at  $12,120. 
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EXPORTS  FHOH  AMSTERDAM.  DISTBICT  TO  TJHITED  STATES. 

(Coniul  Frank  W.  Mahfn,  Amsterdam,  NeUmlands,  Joly  8.] 

The  declared  value- of  the  exports  from  the  Amsterdam  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  was 
$21,522,542,  compared  with  $8,625,449  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1915,  $12,772,059  m  1914,  $15,973,817  in  1913,  and  $14,293,021  in  1912. 

The  total  declared  value  of  diamonds  exported  to  the  United 
States  in  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  was  $10,166,915,  about  the 
usual  total  annual  value  before  the  war:  of  tobacco,  $6,991,627.  The 
totals  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  years  were: 
Diamonds,  $2,844,372  in  1915,  $4,035,331  in  1914,  $7,632,066  in  1918, 
and  $5,652,996  in  1912;  tobacco,  $3,446,636  in  1915,  $3,893,306  in  1914, 
$5,201,355  in  1913,  and  $4,822^78  in  1912. 

Ineteased  Prices  of  Xzpiirts. 

The  increased  value  of  the  expcHrts  this  year  is  due  to  both  gre^itcr 
quantities  and  higher  prices.  For  instance,  prices  of  diamonds  are 
about  10  per  cent  higher  than  before  the  war  and  25  to  30  per  oeot 
higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  the  extincti(m  of  the  export  from  Ant- 
werp, has  materially  increased  the  export  from  Amsterdam.  The 
prices  of  diamonds  are  still  advancing,  and  it  is  predicted  that  they 
will  soon  be  as  mach  as  40  per  cent  above  those  of  a  year  aga  The 
prices  of  tobacco  sold  tJus  year  were  from  20  to  25  per  cent  hi^er 
than  last  year  for  the  varieties  (mostly  wrappw)  taken  by  American 
buyers,  because  of  the  superior  quality  of  the  cnxp  vhiph  was  mar- 
keted and  of  the  lively  competition  at  the  sales.  German  buyers  were 
active  this  year,  and  this  CMisulate  is  informed  that  the  varieties 
(mostly  filler)  taken  by  them  were  from  200  to  230  p«r  cent  higher 
in  price  than  last  year.  Tobacco  from  the  United  States  sold  in 
this  market  at  about  100  per  cent  advance  on  last  year's  price. 

The  prices  of  raw  materials  for  medicines  and  colors  have  in- 
creased considerably  because  of  the  war,  and  most  other  articles  of 
export  have  advanced  in  value. 

Other  important  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  period 
were  hides  and  skins,  cocoa  and  its  products,  cinchona  tmrk,  quinine, 
spices,  liqueurs,  seeds,  paint,  and  potash. 


Sin.III6  (US  DCPOBTS  Of  CSIJBE  PEPPE&. 

The  United  States  DepartmoEit  of  Agriculture  has  defined  its 
views  with  relation  to  the  application  of  the  Federal  food  and  drugs 
act  to  importations  of  crude  pepper.    Its  stat^nent  is  in  part : 

The  dqwrtmcnt  will  not  recommend  the  detention  of  crude  \fepper  offered 
for  entry  on  account  of  the  presence  tfaertin  <tf  light  berries  in  the  anMnints  ta 
whtdk  they  are  customarily  pr^ent  In  cmde  pepper  of  recogniaed  conmierela] 
grades.  On  the  other  hand,  the  department  will  continue  to  recommend  to 
customs  officials  that  importations  of  crude  p^>per  be  detained  if,  upon  exanlna- 
tion,  they  ore  found  to  contain  pepper  shells  or  other  adulterants,  or  to  be 
wormy  or  otherwise  to  consist  in  whole  or  in  part  of  a  filthy,  decomposed,  or 
putrid  substance,  or  In  anywise  to  be  injurious  to  health. 

Ground  peppers  wlU  be  regarded  as  adulterated  and  misbranded,  if  i9on 
examination  they  are  found  not  to  comply  wltii  the  standards  in  Gtrcolar  1^ 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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nrCBEASBD  JAPANESE  EZPOETS  OF  CAUSTIC  SODA. 

(Kctnct  from  Japan  Chronicle,  forwarded  bj  CoDsnl  General  George  H.  Scldmore,  Toko- 

bama,  June  29.] 

In  September,  1914,  the  GoTemment  placed  an  absolute  embargo 
<Hi  exports  of  caustic  soda.  In  November  of  the  same  year,  however, 
the  authorities  practically  permitted  the  export  of  home  products. 
Imports  subsequently  fell  off  in  a  large  measure,  and  prices  advanced 
rapidly.  As  a  means  of  preventing  an  undue  appreciation,  the  Gov- 
ernment again  placed  all  exports,  with  a  few  exceptions,  under  em- 
bargo, in  September  of  last  year.  Special  permission  for  export  was 
granted  in  cases  where  it  was  certified  that  exports  were  mtended 
for  Japanese  in  Japanese  colonies  or  for  scientific  purposes. 

Meanwhile  the  output  of  caustic  soda  in  Japan  had  largely  in- 
creased, and  the  authorities  saw  the  advisability  of  permitting  a 
conditional  export.  In  October  last  the  Government  accordingly 
permitted  the  export  of  all  qualities  of  caustic  soda  except  imported 
caustic  soda  and  the  home  products  of  60  per  cent  quality  or  over. 
Since  April  the  restriction  has  been  somewhat  relaxed  in  practice, 
and  there  has  been  an  increase  in  exports. 

In  Japan  the  principal  producers  of  caustic  soda  are  the  Osaka 
Seimi  and  Kwanto  Sanso  Companies,  their  products  being  chiefly 
exported  to  China,  the  South  Seas,  and  Russia.  From  October  to  the 
end  of  May  the  Osaka  Seimi  exported  125,130  pounds,  while  the 
Kwanto  Sanso  exported  183,700  pounds  between  November  and 
March.  Since  May  there  has  been  increased  activity  in  the  export 
trade,  single  transactions  being  concluded  on  100  tons  and  even  200 
toaa. 

EZPOBTS  FROM  SHEFFIELD  TO  TTNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  John  M.  Savage,  Sheffield,  England,  July  18.] 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  value  of  articles  certified 
at  the  American  consulate  at  Sheffield,  England,  for  the  United  States 
during  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1916,  as  compared  with  the 
same  period  in  1915.    The  following  were  the  principal  articles : 


Articles. 

Jan.-Jan*, 
ItlS. 

Jsn.-Jone, 
1910. 

Articles. 

Jan.-Jane, 
1015. 

Jan.-June. 
1916. 

Acrieoltaral  Implemoots. . 
rH«nVwl9                  

$4,(32 
C,lt5 
17,331 
10,003 
9,881 
042,237 
78,853 

15,028 

16,007 
14,728 
35,021 
20,453 
9,0)7 
990,943 
98,030 

30,085 

Qrlndstones 

$4,741 

587 
5,853 
7,582 
15,041 

$1,798 

Electro  plate  and  sUvar- 

840 

Pearl 

1.174 

Thir  ...         

Platinum 

2,023 

Steel       

All  other  articles 

9,210 

Total 

All  othAT  mani^actures  of 

825,545 

1,220,527 

Iron  ftnd  steel 

New  Cement  Factory  in  Argentina. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  Portland 
cement  factory  in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires,  according  to  the 
Eiver  Plate  Review  of  Jime  16.  A  group  of  New  York  capitalists 
have  furnished  a  fund  of  about  $2,0(X),000  and  have  obtained  a  six- 
year  concession  for  the  exploitation  of  certain  land  in  the  Sierras 
Bayas  district.  It  is  expected  that  cement  will  be  produced  by  the 
latter  part  of  1917.  Dr.  Ricardo  C.  Aldao  is  president  of  the  new 
company. 
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COHHEECIAL  FEBTIUZEBS  DT  OEBKAirY. 

[CoDsal  General  H.  W.  Harris,  Frankfort-on-the-Maln,  June  3.1 

As  is  well  known,  the  tise  of  commercial  fertilizers  in  Grermany  in 
recent  years  has  greatly  increased  and  has  been  one  of  the  (Mef 
causes  of  the  relatively  large  yield  of  crops  throu^ont  the  Empire, 
thus  haying  direct  bearing  on  the  country's  food  supply  for  seyend 
^ears  past  and  furnishing  an  object  lesson  that  should  be  of  Tahie 
in  other  agricultural  countries. 

A  semiofficial  German  publication  gives  a  table  showing  the 
yield  of  certain  crops  in  various  coimtries.  The  figures,  which  are  in 
part  for  1912  and  in  part  for  1913,  reduced  to  the  United  States 
equivalents — ^that  is  to  say,  to  bushels  per  acre — are  as  follows: 


CounbT  and  y<ar. 

Bnahab  per  acre. 

Wheat. 

Bye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Potatoti. 

Gennflny,1913 .                .                         ............. 

86.0 
10.1 
22.1 
18.8: 
20.6 
30. 3 
16.1 
13.8 

30.4 
14.3 
».I 
18.4 
U.4 
19.1 
U.2 

40.S 
K.I 
20. 7 
26.8 
28.0 
31.0 
23.7 

<1.0 
23.0 
3t.l 
28.9 
36.0 
41.7 
29.5 
30.2 

216.4 

Russia,  i9I2 

131.3 

Aastrla,1912 

148. 7 

pimgnry,  19J2 

I2S.3 

France,  1912 

142.7 

(Vkivuln,  19H                       

m.0 

United  Slates,  1913 

«a2 

Anrnitins  iai9.1!l 

liberal  Vte  Xade  of  Fertilizers. 

A  review  of  Germany's  manufacture  of  commercial  fertilizers  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  the  consequent  interruption  of  imports 
of  Chilean  saltpeter,  appeared  recently  in  the  Frankfurter  Zeitung 
and  throws  interesting  light  on  the  use  of  these  fertilizers  in  the 
country  as  well  as  upon  the  much-discussed  subject  of  taking  nitrogen 
from  the  air  for  their  manufacture. 

The  writer  of  the  newspaper  article  referred  to  states  that  30 
years  ago  the  soil  of  Germany  and  of  France  was,  as  revealed  by  crop 
statistics,  about  equally  productive,  but  that  during  the  three  dec- 
ades Germany's  crop-yield  per  acre  has  nearly  doubled  while  that 
of  France  has  increased  but  a  tenth.  Figures  are  quoted  giving  the 
average  yield  of  wheat  per  acre  in  Germany  as  19  bushels,  and  in 
France  as  18  bushels  in  1881-1886,  with  33  bushels  for  Germany 
and  20  bushels  for  France  in  1911-1913.  This  favorable  showing  in 
the  case  of  Germany  is  said  to  be  due  partly  to  the  effect  of  cooperar 
tive  agricultural  societies  and  schools  together  with  the  technical  im- 
provement in  agriculture,  but  above  all  to  the  increased  use  of 
commercial  fertilizers. 

Comparing  Germany  and  France  as  to  the  last-mentioned  item  it 
would  appear  that  in  recent  years  the  average  amount  of  potash  and 
saltpeter  used  per  acre  in  the  two  countries  has  been:  In  Germany — 
potash  10.7  pounds,  saltpeter  7  pounds;  in  France — potash  0.7  pound, 
saltpeter  3.6  pounds. 
Imports  of  Chilean  Saltpeter. 

Potash  salts  in  whatever  quantities  desired  are  at  Germany's  dis- 
posal through  large  native  deposits,  but  for  nitrogen  fertilizers  the 
country  was  dependent  upon  Chilean  saltpeter,  except  for  sach  sop- 
plies  as  were  obtained  through  plants  which  assimilate  nitrogen  aod 
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from  nataral  manures.  The  imports  of  Chilean  saltpeter  have  in- 
creased rapidly  in  recent  years,  although  1918  fell  somewhat  behind 
1912  in  both  quantity  and  valne,  as  the  following  table  shows : 


Y«r. 

T«as. 

VahM, 

Year. 

Tons. 

Vataa. 

lan 

SU,107,a7S 
18,511,185 
81,770,«2O 

Mil 

730,938 
812,898 
774,318 

882,183,310 
42,563,445 
40,911,960 

iwo 

1912 

MIO. 

1913 

Ananonlvm  Snlpliate  Tersns  Cklleas  Sal^ter. 

Ammonium  sulphate  obtained  as  a  by-product  from  coke  ovens, 
and  to  a  less  extent  from  gas  plants,  has  in  recent  years  partly  taken 
the  place  of  Chilean  saltpeter.  Ammonium  sulphate  was  for  a  time 
imported  from  Great  Britain,  but  has  lately  beccHne  an  article  of 
much  commercial  importance  in  Germany  with  a  considerable  export 
as  well  as  import  trade.  The  total  domestic  output  in  recent  years 
is  stated  to  have  been:  1900,  104,000  tons;  1909,  281,000  tons;  1910, 
313,000  tons;  1911,  418,000  tons;  1913,  601,000  tons.  Exports  for 
1910, 1911,  and  1913  exceeded  imports  by  almost  50,000  tons  a  year. 

In  1913  it  is  said  460,000  tons  of  ammonium  sulphate  were  used 
for  fertilizer  purposes  as  against  about  750,000  tons  of  Chilean  salt- 
peter. Beckoning  the  fertiuzer  value  of  ammonium  sulphate  as  com- 
pared with  Chilean  saltpeter  at  4  to  3,  the  first-named  product  would 
be  equivalent  to  610,000  tons  of  the  latter,  showing  that  the  two 
articles  had  become  close  rivals  in  Grermany. 

Frodaetton  of  Synthetic  Ammoniiun  Sulphate. 

In  1914  synthetic  ammonium  sulphate  came  into  competition  in 
a  practical  way  with  Chilean  saltpeter.  The  possibility  of  producing 
ammonia  synthetically  had  long  been  known  and  had  played  an  im- 
portant role  in  chemical  literature.  For  a  time  tiie  well-known  Nor- 
wegian process  was  carried  out  in  large  factories  in  which  the  Ger- 
man chemical  industry  was  interested,  the  scarcity  of  water  power 
making  it  difficult  to  carry  on  this  manufacture  in  Germany.  When 
later  the  Badische  Anilin-  und  Sodafabrik,  working  in  conjunction 
with  Prof.  Haber,  discovered  an  extraordinarily  satisfactory  and 
epoch-making  process  for  obtaining  the  product,  connection  with  the 
Norwegian  plants  was  severed  and  efforts  were  centered  upon  the 
Haber  process.  By  the  time  war  broke  out  the  total  output  reckoned 
for  a  single  concern  was  large,  but  naturally  did  not  approach  a 
quantity  sufficient,  even  when  added  to  other  nitrogen  compounds,  to 
offset  the  imports  of  Chilean  saltpeter.  As  a  result  during  the  first 
year  of  the  war  there  was  a  scarcity  of  fertilizers,  which  was  made 
the  more  acute  by  the  heavy  demands  of  the  military  authorities. 

Manufacture  promptly  adjusted  itself  to  the  new  demand,  how- 
ever, and  would  now  be  able,  if  need  be,  to  furnish  larger  supplies 
than  are  required  in  time  of  peace.  Under  the  Haber  process  the  out- 
put for  1913  was  approximately  30,000  tons,  which  in  1914  was 
increased  to  60,000  tons,  and  by  the  middle  or  1915  the  capacity  of 
the  original  factory  was  150,000  tons,  while  for  1916  the  estimated 
output  will  be  300,000  tons.  It  is  said  to  be  no  secret  that  the 
Badische  Anilin-  und  Sodafabrik  is  now  erecting  large  additional 
factories  and  that  as  a  result  the  output  by  1917  will  greatly  exceed 
the  present  production.    Assuming  that  500,000  tons  of  nitrogen  fer- 
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tilizers  can  b'i  produced  by  the  Haber  process  annually,  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  total  approaches  that  of  the  former  Chilean  saltpeter 
imports.  Reckoned  en  the  basis  of  $60  per  ton,  this  would  mean  a 
yearly  business  of  about  $30,000,000.  Through  other  processes, 
assisted  by  governmental  aid,  large  supplies  of  nitrogen  were 
obtained  in  forms  available  for  agriculture,  so  that  the  country  is  at 
present  secure  so  far  as  fertilizers  are  concerned.  . 

Consuirption  and  Output  of  Nitrogen  Fertilizers. 

Recent  developments  in  the  German  coal  industry  indicate  that 
more  and  more  the  tendency  will  be  to  utilize  bjr-products.  Unless 
all  signs  fail,  in  the  near  future  the  direct  burning  of  coal  will  be 
looked  upon  as  wholly  uneconomical.  This  will  mean  increasing 
many  times  the  production  of  ammonia  from  coal.  Assuming  that 
the  by-products  were  saved  from  double  the  amount  of  coal  now  so 
utilized,  there  would  be  a  further  gain  of  around  450,000  ton.s  of 
ammonia,  and  German  agriculture,  without  any  imports  of  Chilean 
saltpeter,  would  have  at  its  disposal  more  nitrogen  fertilizers  than 
before  the  war.  Taking  together  the  three  native  sources  of  nitro- 
gen, namely,  ammonia  Irom  coke,  ammonia  from  the  Haber  process, 
and  nitrates  of  lime,  the  total  output  of  which  is  not  definitely  known 
at  present,  and  comparing  them  with  the  like  products  available  in 
1913,  the  results  are  approximately  as  follows: 


Fertilizen. 

Tons. 

Nitroein 

equivalent, 

tons. 

COMSVUPTION,  1813. 

4«o.oeo 

35.000 
30,000 
20.000 
7».000 

92,  OW 

Norwegian  s&ltpstor 

4^909 

Nitrate  of  lime 

6,008 

Ammonia,  HalMir  proems.  , , 

4,  ON 

M. 

116,009 

Total  nitrogen 

222,S(» 

PEODUCnoN,  1917. 

Sulptiflte  of  ammonia . . 

700,000 
400,000 
«IO,000 

140,009 

Nitrate  of  lime 

89,009 

199,009 

Total  nitrogen 

Chemical  Industry  Kay  Furnish  Comhined  Fertilisers. 

Even  if  these  estimates  be  onljr  approximately  correct,  they  show 
that  in  1917  considerably  more  nitrogen  fertilizers  will  be  available 
through  home  production  than  the  amount  used  before  the  war, 
including  the  large  imports  from  Chile ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  in 
case  of  necessity  the  imports  of  Chilean  saltpeter  could  be  dispensed 
with  altogether  and  the  nitrogen  supply  still  exceed  the  pre-war 
consumption.  It  is  not  to  be  assumed,  however,  that  Chilean  salt- 
peter is  superfluous  or  not  to  be  desired.  For  certain  purposes  it  will 
remain  a  desirable  import,  and  agriculture  will  gladly  avail  itself  of 
it  in  so  far  as  prices  arc  in  some  measure  competitive,  especially  W 
much  German  capital  is  invested  in  the  saltpeter  industry. 

Now  that  new  synthetic  processes  htive  furnished  nitrogen  at  rea- 
sonable cost,  the  chemical  manufacturers  may  be  expected  to  turn 
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their  attention  to  tk*  famishing  of  oomhined  fertilizers  and  b}[  so 
doing  fiirth.er  revolutionize  the  industry.  It  is  thus  not  impossible 
that  Germany  may  become  an  earporter  of  nitrogen  fertilizers.  The 
diief  concern,  however,  must  be  that  of  increasing  the  productivity  of 
&e  soiL 


AMSSaCAK  CEEWrSG  GUH  POPTTLAS  IS  FRAITCE. 

.  [Vlea  Coi»iI  BKWia  B.  LeTis,  St.  BUeBDe,  Julr  5.1 

Til©  successful  introduction  of  American  chewing  gum  in  St.  Eti- 
enne,  where  apparently  it  has  a  large  sale,  has  been  accomplished  by 
methods  frequently  suggested  to  American  manufacturers  of  special- 
tks  and  pvoprictary  iuiides  as  a  means  of  reaching  retailers  and  job- 
bers here. 

The  gam  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  dealers  by  a  wide-awake 
Fren<^  salesman,  working  mader  the  direction  of  a  central  agency 
in  Paris.  The  goods  were  jdaced  with  many  tobacconists,  druggists, 
and  others,  possibly  on  consignment  to  those  most  skeptical  of  results. 
The  dealers  were  instructed  liow  to  display  them  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, and  attractive  lithographed  figures  with  placards  in  French, 
setting  forth  the  use  and  qualities  of  the  gum,  were  supplied.  The 
product  is  labeled  in  French  and  inclosed  in  waxed  or  oiled  paper 
to  retain  the  original  properties  and  freshness,  and  the  retail  selhng 
{wioe  is  tiie  same  as  in  the  United  States. 
AJieiUslag  GnapalgK  MmptSly  iBnMisea  Demand. 

The  entire  selling  campaign,  no  doubt  on  the  same  plan  in  other 
parts  of  France,  snows  a  careful  study  of  the  requirements  for 
gaining  a  foo^old  in  this  field.  The  demand  for  chewing  gum  is 
rapidly  increasing  as  a  result  of  the  advertising  campaign. 

The  methods  employed  ^ould  succeed  with  any  specialty  of  merit 
intended  for  general  consumptitHi  in  such  a  community  as  St. 
Etienne,  where  the  population  nas  tastes  and  habits  similar  to  those 
in  American  industrial  cities.  To  attempt  to  sell  such  goods  direct 
to  dealers  through  correspondence  or  circulars  is  osuaily  a  misdi- 
rected effort.  Maehinery  and  certain  specific  articles  may  be  intro- 
duced in  this  way,  but  for  the  side  of  specialties  over  the  connter, 
merchants  generally  have  several  articles  of  the  same  class,  all  with 
more  or  less  popularity  and  advertising,  to  compete  with  the  Ameri- 
ean  goods.  Sconetimes  these  cost  less  and  are  obtained  without 
vexatious  customs  and  import  troubles. 


FKELGHT  IHCOBBECTIY  BOITTED  FOS  SOYA  SCOTIA. 
[Coaaol  Bauy  B.  B»lch,  Yumaatb,  Nava.  Scatla«  Canada,  Jul;  2.4.]. 

Meat^ants  continue  to  complain  to  the  Yarmouth  consulate  of 
delay  in  the  arrival  of  freight  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
bceaflse  of  having  been  incorrectly  routed.  Several  cases  have  been 
reported  where  cargoes  were  routed  by  transportation  companies 
eontrary  to  directions  that  the  shipments  should  be  forwarded  by 
rail  to  Boston  and  thence  by  steamer  to  Yarmouth.  Merchandise 
coming  all  the  way  by  rail  requires  from  two  to  four  we^s  lon^r  to 
reach  its  destination  than  if  sent  by  steamer  from  Boston. 
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OUTPUT  OF  INDIA'S  COTTOH  MULS. 

Figures  compiled  by  the  Indian  Department  of  Statistics  from 
accounts  rendered  by  mill  owners  and  covering  the  output  of  cotton 
spinning  and  weaving  mills  in  British  India  and  the  Native  States 
show  an  11  per  cent  increase  in  the  amount  of  yam  spun  during  the 
twelvemonth  ended  March  31,  1916,  ^s  compared  with  the  produc- 
tion in  the  fiscal  year  1914r-15,  and  one  of  27  per  cent  in  the  quantity 
of  the  woven  goods  manufactured.    In  pounds  the  output  was: 


Yam  and  woven  goods. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1915-18 

Poundt. 
682,777,000 
274,389,000 

Poundt. 
661.985,000 
277,006,000 

Poundt. 
722,425,009 

Wovan  goods  manufactu 

red 

352,255,000 

The  quantity  of  coarse,  medium,  and  fine  yams  produced  in  Indian 
mills  is  compared  below  with  the  quantity  imported  by  sea  during  the 
last  three  fiscal  years : 

Counts. 

1913-14 

1914-lS 

1915-16 

Production. 

Imports. 

Production. 

Imports. 

Production. 

Imports. 

Nos.  1  to25 

Poundt. 
616,688,000 
62,711,000 
2,608,000 

Poundt. 

2,1S0,000 

27,343,000 

7,858,000 

Poundt. 
590,829,000 
58,447,000 
2,233,000 

Poundt. 
813,000 
28,842,000 
7,021,000 

Poundt. 
600,688,000 
89,123,000 
1,963,000 

Poundt. 
1,338,000 

No3.26to40 

25,613,000 

Abova  No.  40 

7,513,000 

The  production  of  coarse  yams  (Nos.  1  to  25)  increased  by 
69,859,000  poimds  and  the  medium  (Nos.  26  to  40)  by  676,000  pounds, 
but  the  output  of  fine  yams  (above  No.  40)  was  270,000  pounds  less 
than  in  1914-15.  As  regards  imports,  coarse  and  fine  counts  showed 
gains  of  525,000  and  491,000  pounds,  respectively,  whereas  the 
medium  numbers  (26  to  40)  fell  3,229,000  pounds  below  the  imports 
in  the  preceding  year. 
Data  for  Woven  Ooods. 

The  excise  duty  of  3J  per  cent  ad  valorem  realized  on  woven  goods 
in  the  fiscal  year  1915-16  amounted  to  $1,658,500,  as  compared  witii 
$1,678,600  in  1914-15  and  $1,841,800  in  1913-14.  The  value  of  the 
goods  woven  in  Indian  mills  is  thus  roughly  estimated  at  $47,400,000 
in  1915-16,  against  $47,906,000  and  $52,623,000  in  the  two  preceding 
years,  respectively.  The  quantities  produced  during  the  last  three 
fiscal  twelvemonths  were : 


WoTon  goods. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1915-16 

Gray  and  bleached  place  goods: 

Poundt. 

66,458,000 

29,733,000 

59,132,000 

23,673,000 

68,829,600 

26,564,000 

Poundt. 

75,520,000 

30,815,000 

57,400,000 

22,796,000 

61,007,600 

29,406,000 

Pomdi. 
100,006,00) 

T  cloths,  domestics,  and  sheetings , 

35,an^ooo 

Dhnties.' .' '. 

70^037  000 

Otiadftn?  

26^054IM 

81^604,009 

sim,'» 

Total 

274,389,000 

277,006,000 

352,255,000 

Estimated  from  the  poundage  on  a  conventional  basis,  the  fore- 
going figures  represent  an  output  of  gray  and  colored  piece  goods 
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of  1464^1,600  yards  in  191&-14, 1,136,707,950  yards  in  1914-16,  and 
1^41,514,550  yards  in  1915-16;  and  of  905,050  dozen  in  19ia-14, 
691,850  dozen  in  1914r-15,  and  874,100  dozen  m  1916-16  of  gray  and 
colored  goods  other  than  piece  goods  and  of  hosiery. 
Prodnetton  by  Prorlneet. 

TTie  cotton-manufacturing  industry  centers  in  British- India,  th€ 
Native  States  (including  one  mill  in  the  French  dep^idency  of 
Pondirfierry)  producing  less  than  6  per  cent  of  the  yam  and  less 
than  7  per  cent  of  the  woven  goods.  The  distribution  of  the  output 
daring  the  last  three  years  was: 


Frarineas  and  StaUs. 


Yamapoo. 


1«1»-I4 


1914-15 


1*15-16 


Woven  goods  ptodooed. 


»1S-U 


1(14-15 


1)05-16 


BiitHi  India: 

BomtjaT 

liadias 

BeDSd 

United 

Pni()abai>d  Delhi 

Cential  FioTincesand 
Betar 

Total 

NatiT*  states  and  Fon- 
dtdMRy 

Grand  total.. 


Ptymis. 

479,683,0(10 

44,673,600 

83,aao,ooo 

44,468,S00 
6,274,8)0 

86,532,900 


PoiHidt. 
448.556,500 
43,031,700 
31,706,800 
50,381,200 
6,813,600 

34,565,300 


Pomnit. 
500,770,900 
44,303,300 
32,096,500 
51,(ee,200 
7,641,000 

S7, 443,300 


Powxb. 
218,042,700 
9,358,400 
3,487,100 
10,949,600 
1,073,500 

13,494,700 


Po%mi*. 
222.159,900 
8,992,300 
2,708,000 
11,764,300 
578,700 

11,987,380 


Pomndt. 
287,487,300 
11,959,000 

2,680,100 
13,200,700 

1,297,300 

14,227,700 


644, 852,  an 

37,924,200 


614,957,000 
37,028,000 


683,155,000 
39,270,000 


256,406,000 

17,983,000 


258,180,500 
18,825,600^ 


330,853,000 
31,402,000 


683,777,000 


651,985,000 


722,425,000 


274,389,000 


277,006,000 


852,255,000 


<  Flgotts  ait  for  Unitad  Prarloees  ol  Agra  and  Ondb  and  AJmer-Uerwaia. 


lEEWASD  ISMNSS  lELEGBAFH  UOITET-OBDEB  SEBVICE. 

From  an  announcement  in  the  Dominican  Official  Gazette  of  July 
10,  1916,  it  appears  that  the  Postmaster  Greneral  at  London  has 
under  consideration  the  extension  to  certain  British  dominions  and 
possessions  of  the  system  of  telegraph  money  orders  at  present  in 
operation  between  tiie  United  Kingdom  and  Canada,  Newfoundland, 
Egypt,  Japan,  and  various  countries  of  Europe.  It  is  proposed  to 
utilize  the  existing  machinery  to  embrace  Antigua,  Domimca,  and 
St.  Kitts. 

Senders  may  take  advantage  of  the  "  deferred  "  rate,  but  such  tele- 
grams must  be  in  plain  language,  and  in  whichever  direction 
Sioold  contain  the  amount  of  the  order  stated  in  sterling,  the  neces- 
sary conversion  to  local  currencies  being  made  at  the  receiving  point. 
"  Mandat "  may  be  employed  in  lieu  of  "  money  order  "  and  "  post 
office"  and  "postes"  omitted.  The  usual  pre&K  "L.  C.  O."  must, 
however,  be  paid  for. 

Increased  Pnrchases  of  Calamiae  and  Ixtle. 

Vice  Consul  William  P.  Blocker,  at  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico,  re- 
ports that  according  to  invoices  certified  at  that  consulate  9,186  tons 
of  calanune,  valueaat  $273,264,  were  exported  to  the  United  States 
during  the  period  from  April  1  to  June  30, 1916,  an  increase  of  3,932 
tons  over  the  first  three  months  of  the  year.  The  exports  of  ixtle  also 
continue  to  increase,  the  quantity  invoiced  for  the  ITnited  States  for 
the  second  quarter  of  1916  amounting  to  2,705  tons,  valued  at  $203,684. 
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FBOPOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBUMEHT  SUPPLIES  ABD  COHSTBVCTIOH. 

[Coirespondcoce  sboold  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  apedficatloiu  can  usuall/ 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  wcniE  Is  to  be  pa- 
formed.  In  canca  nrnere  the  time  limit  la  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  snbmit  tenders,  tbey 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  recelre  notices  calling  Iw 
tatare  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Fire  protection,  No.  3471. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  ol 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  12, 
1916,  for  the  installation  of  the  pnmp,  motors,  piping,  distributing  connec- 
tions, etc.,  for  a  foam  fire  protection  system  for  fuel  oU  and  gasoline  tanks 
at  the  naval  station.  Key  West,  Fla.  Plans  and  speclflcatlons  may  be  ob- 
tained on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  naval  station  named. 

Cartridge  cloth,  No.  3472. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Plcatinny 
Arsenal,  Dover,  N.  J.,  until  August  7,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
at  that  arsenal  extra  heavyweight  silk  cartridge  cloth  In  accordance  with 
the  specifications  which  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  Plcatinny  Ar- 
senal. 

SfisceUaneout  work.  No.  3473. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  7, 
1916,  for  performing  the  following  miscellaneous  jobs  during  the  period 
ending  November  30,  1916:  Electrical,  carpentering,  cabinetwork,  cement 
finishing,  gardening,  plastering,  bricklaying,  excavating  by  hand,  lawn  mow- 
ing, grading  by  band,  moving,  cleaning,  excavating  and  grading  with  teams, 
plowing,  carting  and  the  like,  plumbing,  steamfittlng,  blacksmlthlng,  stone 
setting,  and  painting,  etc. 

Wire,  No.  3474. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  9,  1916, 
for  furnLshlng  the  Signal  Corps  with  25,000  feet  of  phosphor-bronze  wire. 

Pipe  line.  No.  3475. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  26,  1916, 
for  furnishing  4-incb,  flexible-Joint,  submerged  pipe  line  at  the  naval 
training  station,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the 
Commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard,  Mare  Island,  Cal. 

Message  books.  No.  3476. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Slgnol  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  8, 
1916,  for  furnishing  the  Signal  Corps  with  25,000  field  message  books. 

Fence  trimmings,  No.  3477. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  light- 
house inspector.  Charleston,  S.  C,  until  August  15,  1916,  for  furnishing 
an  iron  and  brick  fence  with  stone  caps,  copings,  and  trimmings  at  the 
lighthouse  depot  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Aeroplane  hangars.  No.  3478, — Proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  furnishing 
steel  hangars  for  aeroplanes,  equipped  with  wire  glass  metal  windows  and 
ventilators,  and  to  be  furnished  with  doors  across  one  56-foot  front,  f.  o.  b. 
place  of  manufacture. 

Boilers,  No.  3479. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lilghthouse  In- 
spector, Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  new  boilers,  boiler  circulators,  and 
sludge  removers  for  lighthouse  tender  Crocus.  Information  furnished 
upon  application  at  above  office. 

Filters,  No.  3480. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  26,  1916, 
for  furnishing  two  500,000-gallon  rapid  sand-filter  units  at  the  Naval  Train- 
ing Station,  Great  Lakes,  111.  Plans  and  speclflcatlons  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant 
of  the  naval  station  named. 

Live  stock.  No.  3481. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  Indian 
Affairs,  Woshington,  D.  C,  until  August  25,  1916,  for  furnishing  and 
delivering  100  rams  tor  the  Leupp  Agency,  Leupp,  Ariz.;  130  rams  t<x 
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the  Mescalero  Ageacj,  Mescalero,  N.  Mex. ;  60  rams  for  the  Moqul  Agency, 
Seams  Canyon,  Ariz.;  and  250  rams  for  the  San  Juan  Agency,  Shipro<!^ 
N.  Mex.  Specificationa  will  be  fnmlshed  on  application  to  the  Washington 
office. 

Flag  ca»e».  No.  3482. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofSce  of  the 
Chief  asnal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Angast  10, 
1916k  for  famishing  5,000  flag  cases.  Specifications  and  drawings  may  be 
obtained  aa  anpUcatkm  to  the  above-named  office. 


AXEBICAH  COirSTTLAB  OFUCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  foUowing  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
flic  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


NameL 

Port. 

Ezplra- 
ttaiof 

Address. 

West.  QaorceN 

Aug.  15 
Aug.  10 
Sept.   5 
Aug.    S 
Sopt.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.   1 

Oct.    1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oc^.     1 
8<«rt.30 

S^artnunt  ot  State,  Washington.  D.C. 
131  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Albany,  Orer. 
Carrolltan,  Ky. 

Apartment  No.  75,  Tlio  Brunswick, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

coS.a!^.v....::.:::::::; 

Fatn*,Qnaoe 

Huddersfleld,  Englaiid 

TlentsiD,  China 

Diirban,Matal,  South 

Airica. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica. . . 

Chafoo,  CSiina... 

Beto,^  JD 

vmiHT,  Vnnl  P 

Hartmon,  Wmiam  W 

Baker,  E.Carlton... 

Jewdl,  JohnF 

yoone,  N.  J. 
Department  ot  State,  Wasblngton,D.C. 
Do. 

Konper,  GraluunH 

Erfurt,  Germany 

Niagara  Tails,  Canada. 
Fort  Antonio,  Jamaica. 
Kaiaelii,  India 

Oecxfier,  James  H 

27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Departmentof  State,  WashiDgton,  D.C. 

<f«ii«ltfim,  Rn^ 

lajng,  Jainas  OUrw 

C/o  UnlTenity  Club,  Kansas  City,  Uo. 

SPECIAL  LEGISLATION  IN  COLOMBIA. 

The  President  of  Colombia  has  called  an  extra  session  of  Congress 
to  consider  certain  measures  which  the  administration  regards  as  of 
pritne  importance.  Among  the  measures  urged  for  discussion  at  this 
time  the  Diario  Oficiai  of  June  19  names  the  following :  Changes  in 
the  preparation  and  checking  of  the  national  budgets,  order  and 
method  of  meeting  national  obligations,  new  banking  law,  coinage 
and  recoinage,  official  paper  and  stamp  regulations,  public  highways, 
and  completion  of  the  Tolima  railway. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  408  TTalted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Valted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Xoiils,  40S  third 
Bational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Sbemla  Bank  Building;  San  Brandsco,  807  United  States  Customhonse;  Seattle, 
StS  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com* 
meree;  Cineiniiatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  IT.  0.  &  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  Cinebuiatl;  £os  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; miadelphla.  Chamber'  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Sovthem 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tean. 
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FOBEIGN  TBABE  OFPOBTUHITIES. 

Eeserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Boremn  and  Its  district  olllces.  Bequest 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet -and  state  opportnnltT  mvnliwr. 
The  Barean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standins 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  Should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Sanitary  and  marine  suppliet,  No.  22016. — ^An  American,  consular  officer  In  CJhlle 
reports  that  a  business  man  in  bis  district  wishes  to  secure  agencies  for 
the  sale  of  sanitary  supplies  and  fittings;  marine  supplies,  such  as  oil  for 
cylinders,  machines,  and  for  lighting;  coal;  clothing  for  sailors;  cement; 
reinforcing  steel;  steel  shapes  for  small  bridges  and  buildings;  smoUng 
and  chewing  tobacco;  electric  fittings  and  household  electric  articles; 
small  industrial  motors  for  110  volt,  two-phase,  alternating  current ;  water- 
worlcs  and  sewer  supplies ;  water  tanks  and  towers ;  filters  and  pumps  for 
waterworks,  etc.  Some  of  the  goods  will  be  carried  in  stock.  Catalogues, 
etc.,  should  l>e  sent.  Ck>rrespondence  should  l>e  in  Spanish,  though  English 
may  be  used. 

Tin  plate*.  No.  22017.— Supplementing  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  21854, 
the  firm  is  now  in  the  market  for  tin  plates.  Sizes  wanted  are :  28  by  23, 
and  I.  C.  28  by  21.    Prices  are  desired  on  100  of  each  sisse.    Beferencea 

Olive  oil,  No.  22018. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a 
manufacturer  in  his  district  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  im- 
porters of  olive  oil  and  Spanish  castlle  soap.    C!orrespondence  in  Spanish. 

Blanket*,  tctoing  machine*,  etc..  No.  22019. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of 
the  Bureau  reports  that  a  representative  of  a  South  African  firm  is  now 
in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  securing  agencies  for  Indian  blan- 
kets, sewing  machines,  enamel  ware  In  general,  horseshoes,  paint  brusliee, 
lamp  chimneys,  wall  paper,  wrapping  paper,  wood  utensils,  hay  forks, 
wooden  shovel  handles,  cheap  blacksmith  stock  and  dies,  grass  rugs,  and 
camp  furniture.    References. 

Machinery,  No.  22020. — ^A  manufacturer  of  cotton  goods  in  Peru  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  Increase  the  capacity  of  his 
mill  and  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  etc.,  of  machines  for  making  cotton 
textiles,  such  as  unbleached  cloth,  drills,  shirtings,  sheetings,  etc.  Cata- 
logues, etc.,  should  be  in  Spanish ;  weights  and  measurements  in  tlie  metric 
system;  and  prices  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  Tork. 

Aluminum,  bronze  powder,  and  toatch  cry*tals.  No.  22021. — ^The  commercial 
attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  business 
man  In  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  aluminum  in  powder  form,  bronze  pow- 
der, and  watch  crystals. 

Drug*,  paper,  etc..  No.  22022. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports 
that  a  commission  merchant  In  his  district  wishes  to  receive  catalogues, 
etc.,  from  manufacturers  of  drugs,  paper  of  all  kinite,  and  clotlis  and 
woolens  for  the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel  for  men.    References. 

Thermometer*,  etc..  No.  22023. — ^A  wholesale  commission  merchant  in  Spain 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  desirous  of  importing  clini- 
cal thermometers,  steel,  and  steel  products.  Correspondence  In  English. 
References. 

Ola**ware,  paint,  etc..  No.  22024. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Paraguay 
writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  represent,  on  a  com- 
mission basis,  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  glassware,  paint  and  paint- 
ers' supplies,  crockery,  lamps  and  lanterns,  cutlery,  thread,  paper  and  sta- 
tionery, canned  goods  and  preserved  fruits,  textiles,  wire,  and  boose 
furniture.    Correspondence  in  English. 

HoBpUal  *uppliea.  No.  22025. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  commission  firm  in  that  country  wlslies 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hospital  supplies. 

Oen^ral  repre*entation.  No.  22026. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain 
reports  that  a  manufacturer  In  his  district  wishes  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  or  exporters.  He  does  not  speclftr  any  particular  line.  Ref- 
erences. 

WASBINOTON  :  OOVIBKliaNT  PBINTINO  OIVICi:  <*■* 
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AMESICAir  MAUrOBDEB  OFFOBTVinilES  IK  KONGO. 

[Vice  Consul  Harry  A.  McBrlde,  Bomn,  June  5.] 

The  large,  well-illustrated  catalogues  of  American  mail-order 
houses  received  in  Boma  have  met  with  very  favorable  comment. 
Persons  in  this  district  state  that  the  prices  are  satisfactory,  and 
that  if  American  exporters  would  distribute  these  catalogues  more 
liberally  in  West  Africa,  a  larger  business  would  undoubtedly  result. 
In  practically  every  store  and  office  in  the  principal  towns  of  Kongo 
and  Angola,  the  large  catalogue  of  a  big  French  mail-order  house  is 
found  on  file  and  considerable  use  is  made  of  it. 

Only  necessaries,  as  a  rule,  are  found  in  the  stores  along  the  West 
Coast,  and  whenever  a  person  wants  a  camera,  a  pair  of  shoes  of  the 
latest  style,  any  new  office  appliance,  or  some  new  article  for  the 
household,  the  mail-order  catalogue  is  referred  to.  Since  the  war, 
even  greater  use  has  been  made  of  it  because  of  the  increased  retail 
prices  of  foods,  canned  goods,  etc.  This  has  increased  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  mail-order  field. 

Catalornes  on  VUe  at  Consulate  CkneraL 

The  American  consulate  general  has  American  mail-order  cata- 
logues on  file,  and  they  are  constantly  referred  to  by  interested 
personsf.  When  two  or  three  catalogues  are  furnished,  the  extra 
copies  are  sent  to  the  persons  most  liRely  to  order  American  goods. 
American  missionaries  in  Kongo  also  have  catalogues,  but  apparently 
no  effort  has  been  made  to  interest  the  Belgian  residents. 

The  occasional  direct  steamers  from  New  York  to  Kongo  (Elder 
Dempster  &  Co.,  Mr.  Daniel  Bacon,  agent,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  N.  Y.)  have  greatly  facilitated  this  trade,  and  as  the  ship- 
ments increase,  better  service  will  probably  be  offered.  Another  way 
of  shipping  to  Kongo  is  via  Bordeaux,  whence  steamers  of  the 
Chargeurs  R6unis  ply  every  month  to  Boma  and  Matadi.  Shipments 
to  Angola  should  be  made  via  either  Lisbon  or  Cape  Town  when  no 
directs  steamer  is  available. 

It  is  suggested  that  copies  of  the  most  recent  American  mail-order 
catalogues  be  sent  to  each  of  the  local  dealers  as  soon  as  possible. 
si/m'-w  449 
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In  the  transmitting  letters,  which  should  be  in  French,  mention 
might  be  made  of  the  occasional  facilities  for  direct  shipment 

[A  list  of  possible  Kongo  purchasers  from  mail-order  bouses  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  (Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  78774.] 


WESTERN  HOBWAT  EXPORTS  BEBBIES  TO  ENOLABD. 

[Consul  Maurice  P.  Dunlap,  Staranger,  June  27.] 

The  season  for  berries  in  the  Stavanger  district,  in  the  south- 
western part  of  Norway,  is  verj'  late.  Strawberries  are  not  obtain- 
able before  the  last  week  in  June  and  may  still  be  had  in  September. 
The  cool,  late  summers,  however,  seem  particularly  favorable  to  the 
production  of  good  berries  and  currants.  Black  currants,  gooseber- 
ries, and  raspberries  thrive  here,  often  having  a  size  and  flavor 
rarely,  if  ever,  found  in  the  United  States. 

The  northern  towns  of  England,  in  recent  years,  have  come  to 
appreciate  berries  grown  on  Norway's  western  coast.  Stavanger 
has  been  the  headquarters  for  regular  exports  to  these  towns.  The 
berries  can  be  sent  to  England  more  cheaply  than  to  Christiania. 
More  than  152,000  kilos  (about  335,000  pounds)  of  berries  went  from 
Stavanger  to  the  British  Isles  in  1914,  the  last  year  for  which  sta- 
tistics are  available. 

CUsatle  Conditions  Especially  Favorable. 

It  is  believed  that  climatic  conditions  in  this  section  are  as  favor- 
able as  anywhere  in  the  world  to  the  production  of  fine  berries.  The 
warmest  month  in  Stavanger — July — has  a  mean  temperature  of 
about  55"  F.  (colder  than  October  in  Washington,  D.  C).  The  win- 
ters, however,  are  warmer  than  the  winters  in  our  capital.  There  is 
little  snow,  but  a  good  deal  of  rain  the  year  round.  The  Pacific  coast 
climate  of  Washington  and  Oregon,  in  the  United  States,  probably- 
most  nearly  approximates  weather  conditions  here. 


CENTBAL  CANADA  EXHIBIT  AT  OTTAWA. 

fConsuI  O.  Gaylord  Marsb.  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Ottawa,  July  25.] 

The  Central  Canada  Exhibition  is  to  be  held  in  Ottawa  September 
9,to  IG,  191G.  The  fair  is  intended  primarily  for  the  display  of  agri- 
cultural, horticultural,  dairy,  domestic  science,  and  manufactured 
products,  and  live  stock.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
customs  authorities  for  the  free  entry  of  foreign  exhibits;  the  exhi- 
bition buildings  are  constituted  customs  warehouses  for  that  pur- 
pose. Forms  for  exhibitors  and  information  as  to  fees,  reservations, 
Srizes,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from  the  manager  and  secretary,  Mr. 
ames  K.  Paisley,  City  Hall,  Elgin  Street,  Ottawa. 

The  annual  paid  admissions  to  the  exhibition  have  been  about 
100,000.  A  large  attendance  is  expected  this  year,  notwithstanding 
conditions  caused  by  the  war.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
special  excui'sions  from  all  parts  of  the  Dominion  and  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  United  States. 
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AMEBICAN  PITRCHASES  FROM  BSADFOBD. 

[Consul  Aueustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  luly  20.] 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford 
consular  district  durinjg  June,  1916,  amounted  to  $1,073,257,  as  com- 
pared with  $1,249,972  in  the  previous  month  and  $1,182,109  in  Jime, 
1915.  Owing  to  the  embargo  there  were  no  shipments  of  raw  wool 
and  wool  tops;  and  only  a  small  quantity  of  certain  fancy  lines  of 
wool  yam  was  shipped.  The  exports  of  worsteds  and  woolen  cloths 
likewise  fell  off  considerably,  while  in  wool  dress  goods  and  linings 
the  decline  was  still  more  marked,  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  deliveries.  On  the  other  hand,  the  exports  of  mohair 
cloths  increased  to  $117,784,  while  cotton  cloths,  chiefly  linings, 
increased  to  $448,908,  as  compared  with  $162,797  in  June,  1915. 
Spun-silk  yarns  continued  in  strong  demand  from  the  United  States, 
the  shipments  during  the  month  amounting  to  $75,202. 

Export*  for  Six  Xontht. 

For  the  six  months  ended  June  80,  1916,  the  declared  exports  to 
the  United  States  from  Bradford  amounted  to  $7,384,742,  as  com- 
pared with  $7,624,463  in  the  same  period  in  1915  and  $17,494,869  in 
1914.  Among  the  striking  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  exports 
during  those  periods  the  following  may  be  noted : 


Artielex 


Wool: 

Class  1.. 

Class  2.. 

Class  3.. 
Wool  noSs  and 

mstes 

Wool  tops.... 
Wool  yam... 
Mohair,  etc.. 


1914 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Uobalr  yam 

8229,745 

878,148 

$125,  «S1 

1 

U,1I4,3«4 

}SSI,7M 

Ifobalrtops 

8,302 

30,124 

58,534 

ie,223,270{ 

11.101 

155,471 

Worstod  cloths.. 

1,T92,886| 

842,967 

346,464 

1 

291,301 

93,269 

Woolen  cloths.... 

213,074 

387,283 

Mohair  cloths.... 

1 

404,855 

660,576 

481, SZ3 

463,886 

289,184 

Wool  coat  linlnp. 
Wool  dress  goods. 

2,977,903! 

610,967 

319,886 

1,186,291 

178,886 

77,417 

I 

732,767 

258,796 

743,423 

188,570 

9,G23 

SUkyam 

443,467 

343,591 

580.396 

141,848 

419,757 

157,819 

Cotton  cloths.... 

1,828,181 

892,941 

2,278,239 

The  embargo  is  responsible  for  the  large  reduction  in  the  ship- 
ments of  raw  wool,  and  also  in  wool  tops  and  wool  yarn,  which  latter 
were  lines  of  export  from  this  district  developing  under  the  new 
tariff.  The  decline  in  the  total  value  of  shipments  in  all  classes  of 
wool  fabrics  and  especially  worsteds,  wool  dress  goods,  wool  (stuff) 
linings  is,  despite  the  advance  in  prices,  also  very  marked  owing 
partly  to  the  embargo,  and  more  particularly  to  the  advance  in  price 
and  the  difficulty  now  of  obtaining  deliveries  from  the  manufacturers, 
who  are  overrun  with  orders.  The  only  line  of  wool  goods  in  which 
a  slight  increase  of  shipments  can  be  noted  is  that  of  woolen  cloths, 
which  consist  of  fancy  Avoolens  suitable  for  women's  costumes,  cloaks, 
etc.  The  increase  in  spun  silk  yarn  is  due  to  the  strong  demand  from 
plush  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  which  yams  have,  like 
everything  else,  been  steadily  advancing  in  price.  The  striking  in- 
crease in  shipments  of  cotton  cloths  is  due  to  that  fact  that  the  high 
price  of  wool  has  caused  a  much  larger  demand  for  cotton  linings, 
which  class  of  goods  also  show  an  advance  in  prke  of  fully  33  per 
cent.  There  has  consequently  been  a  corresponding  falling  off  in  the 
shipments  of  wool  coat  linings,  a  large  trade  having  previously  been 
done  in  colored  brilliantines. 
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TSADE-EZTENSIOH  WOBK  IV  WEST  AIBIGA. 

(Vice  Consul  Harry  A.  McBrldc,  Boma,  Kongo,  May  29.] 

Owing  to  the  vast  area  of  Kongo  and  to  the  slow  means  of  com- 
munication it  is  generally  several  months  after  trade  opportunities 
are  reported  by  the  Boma  consulate  that  results  are  obtained,  and  it 
is  usually  several  weeks  more  before  this  office  is  able  to  discover 
whether  or  not  its  efforts  to  assist  in  the  introduction  of  American 
products  were  successful.  Information  has  now  been  obtained  show- 
mg  that  the  reports  sent  during  1915  and  the  information  given 
Kongo  merchants  about  American  manufacturing  and  exporting 
firms  have  resulted  in  the  purchase  of  two  large  American-made  re- 
frigerators for  the  storage  of  meat,  of  about  19  tons  of  American 
flour,  60  cases  of  leaf  tobacco,  25  cases  of  lanterns,  240  cases  of  Amer- 
ican sugar,  1  barrel  of  lamps  and  lamp  supplies,  and  a  small  ship- 
ment of  American  office  furniture,  including  a  typewriter.  All  these 
were  imported  by  merchants  of  Boma,  Matadi,  and  Kinshasa. 

It  is  even  more  difficult  to  follow  up  the  trade  opportunities  re- 
ported in  Angola  and  Sao  Thome,  but  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
the  firm  in  Benguella  interested  in  pitch  pine  is  about  to  order  a  ship- 
ment, but  has  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  a  vessel 
and  that  one  cargo  of  American  lumber,  the  purchaser  of  which  ob- 
tained his  information  from  the  Boma  consulate,  recently  arrived  at 
Loanda.  This  cargo  was  valued  at  $14,000,  and  it  is  understood  that 
another  is  now  on  the  way. 

American  firms  often  write  to  consular  officers  for  information  re- 
garding the  market  for  their  products  and  for  lists  of  names  of 
merchants  likely  to  be  interested  therein.  If  those  manufacturers 
and  exporters  who  receive  orders  as  a  result  of  such  information 
would  notify  the  consulate  to  this  effect,  it  would  be  a  great  aid  both 
in  recording  the  concrete  results  of  commercial  work  and  in  ascer- 
taining which  firms  in  the  consul's  district  are  most  interested  in 
American  goods. 

PORT  IMPROVEHENTS  IK  THE  HAODALENA. 

Plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  port  of  Girardot,  in  the  Magda- 
lena  Kiver,  are  to  be  put  into  execution  in  accordance  with  a  law 
enacted  in  1913.  The  JPresident  of  Colombia  has  appointed  an  hon- 
orary board  in  the  city  of  Girardot,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
qualified  engineer,  will  supervise  the  port  works  in  conformity  with 
plans  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  A 
fund  for  the  improvement  of  this  port  and  others  in  the  upper 
Magdalena  is  provided  by  a  special  assignment  of  20  per  cent  of  the 
fluvial  tax,  which  was  authorized  in  1881,  according  to  the  Diario 
Oficial  of  June  19. 

Girardot  is  of  particular  importance  as  a  shipping  point,  because 
it  is  the  only  port  connected  by  rail  with  the  citv  of  Bogoti,  and, 
moreover,  it  connects  with  the  Tolima  Eailway,  which  runs  to  Espi- 
nal.  In  the  event  of  the  realization  of  Colombia's  plan  to  join  uie 
Tolima  and  Pacific  Railways  by  a  line  across  the  Andes,  Girardot 
would  have  the  distinction  of  connecting  the  capital  of  Colombia 
with  Buenaventura  on  the  west  as  well  as  with  Barranquilla  on  the 
north,  and  it  would  be  a  distributing  port  for  imports  from  two  seas. 
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TESTS  KASE  AT  BIHELEAU  OF  STAVSABDS. 

The  facilities  offered  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standunls 
for  testing  a  wide  variety  of  articles  have  been  of  increasing  value  as 
demands  leading  to  their  employment  have  grown  in  recent  months. 
A  report  showing  the  activities  during  June  gives  a  review  of  the 
work  that  has  been  done  in  this  line. 

A  six-cylinder  automobile  engine  has  been  installed  in  the  gas- 
engine  testing  laboratory  at  the  bureau,  to  investigate  the  merits  of 
materials  that  are  being  marketed  with  tlie  claim  that  when  added  in 
small  quantities  to  gasoline  they  produce  increased  efficiency,  to- 
gether with  freedom  from  carbonization. 

Bailroad  track-scale  tests  have  been  conducted  in  Minnesota  by 
Test  Car  No.  1,  cooperating  with  the  railroad  and  warehouse  com- 
mission of  that  State.  During  June,  29  railroad  track  scales  were 
tested.  Test  Car  No.  2  has  been  operating  in  the  States  of  Maryland, 
West  Virginia,  and  Kentucky  and  tested  38  railroad  track  scales 
during  June. 

A  manila  rope  9  inches  in  circumference  was  submitted  by  the 
Panama  Canal.  It  was  tested  in  the  large  Emery  machine  and 
failed  at  a  load  of  57,800  pounds. 

The  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Army  submitted  about  100  pieces  of 
aeroplane  structural  material,  representing  wood  and  metal  to  be 
used  in  building  12  military  reconnoissance  aeroplanes  for  the  Signal 
Corps.  This  material  includes  spruce,  mahogany,  basswood,  walnut, 
and  ash  woods,  cold-rolled  steels  (flats,  weld^  and  brazed  test  speci- 
mens), and  wire  and  cable  with  tumbuckles  attached. 
XlscellsLneous  Tests  of  Yailons  ICaterials. 

Miscellaneous  testing  included  rubber  and  leather  goods  for  the 
Panama  Canal,  and  samples  of  miscellaneous  materials  submitted 
by  manufacturers  to  the  general  supply  committee  in  competition 
for  Government  contracts.  During  June  73  samples  were  tested. 
In  addition  to  these,  292  samples  of  paper  were  tested,  170  of  whicli 
■were  for  the  PabUc  Printer  and  118  for  other  executive  depart- 
ments. 

A  women's  novelty  store  in  Washington  was  given  assistance  in 
determining  the  fiber  content  of  a  shipment  of  women's  veils  or  nets. 
A  New  York  dealer  in  spool  thread  submitted  two  spools  of  differ- 
ent makes  which  were  marked  1,200  yards  to  the  spool.  Examina- 
tion showed  that  one  was  20  yards  short  and  the  other  72  yards 
short.  This  kind  of  tliread  is  employed  in  garment  making  and  in 
sewing  on  buttons.  If  3  inches  or  thread  is  allowed  to  each  button, 
72  yards  would  sew  on  864  buttons. 

Special  assistance  was  given  to  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs  in 
making  awards  on  large  quantities  of  uniform  and  other  cloths. 
Spedfications  were  preparea  for  prison  cloths  for  the  District  Com- 
missioners.   Tests  were  made  upon  441  samples  of  textiles. 

Price  of  "Foreign.  Trade  in  Buttons." 

The  price  of  "  Foreign  Trade  in  Buttons,"  Special  Consular  Re- 
ports No.  75,  recently  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  is  20  cents  per  copy.  It  was  erroneously  stated  in  Com- 
icERCB  Reforts  fot  July  24, 1916,  that  the  price  was  10  cents. 
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MAKKEI  FOB  POCEETKHIVES  DT  JOISBUL 

[Consul  William  L.  Jenkins,  detailed  as  rice  coasol  at  Moscow,  Uar  3.] 

The  pocketknives  in  greatest  demand  in  Moscow  are  those  of 
medium  price,  wholesaling  at  $5  to  $10  per  dozen;  they  are  3  to  3| 
inches  long,  both  with  and  without  corkscrews,  and  with  2  and  3 
blades.  The  wholesale  prices  of  knives  in  general  range  from  $2^ 
to  $25  per  dozen,  and  the  retail  prices  are  about  50  per  cent  higher 
than  the  wholesale. 

It  is  stated  that  90  per  cent  of  the  knives  on  the  market  are  sup- 
plied by  Russian  manufacturers.  Most  of  them  are  simply  and 
strongly  made,  and  are  cheaper  than  those  of  foreign  origin.  A.  few 
knives  are  purchased  from  England,  but  most  of  those  from  abroad 
came  from  Germany.  A  large  firm  in  Moscow  states  that  it  would  be 
glad  to  receive  illustrated  price  lists  from  American  knife  manu- 
lacturers.  This  firm  suggests  that  inasmuch  as  the  simplest  and 
cheapest  knives  are  of  Russian  manufacture,  it  would  be  advisable 
to  send  quotations  particularly  on  medium  and  high  priced  knives, 
such  as  those  with  horn,  tortoise-shell,  mother-of-i>earl,  and  ivory 
handles.  The  annual  turnover  of  podcetknives  is  estimated  at 
$25,000  to  $150,000  annually. 

[The  names  of  Moscow  dealers  with  whom  It  Is  snggested  that  American 
flrras  communicate  may  be  obtained  from  the  Burean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Ck>mmerce  or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77453.] 


INCBEASED  EXPORTS  IBOH  VEITICE  TO  TTNITEO  STATES. 

[Consul  B.  Harvey  Carroll,  Jr.,  Venice,  Italy;] 

There  was  an  increase  of  nearly  $90,000  in  the  value  of  the  articles 
invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Venice  for  the  United  States 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  compared  witii  the  corresponding 
period  in  1915.  The  shipments  of  linen  lace  and  embroidery  in- 
creased from  $72,601  to  $131,204.  The  principal  items  and  their 
value  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

.1915 

vm 

Art: 

Antique,  wcrks  of 

»10,967 
870 

7,106 
3,124 
6,471 
4,589 
12,882 
1,699 
21,307 
35,864 

13,578 

T  AMt  and  eaibitdderr 

Cotton 

'«24 
72,601 

127,656 

Painting,  oU  and  water. . 

Beads    ana    spangles,    not 

threaded 

U1,«M 

42, 7M 

<1,2S9 

{82 

18,070 

lace: 

Cotton,  handmade 

Linen, 'ban  dmade 

Uarble  and  stone,  carved  .... 

49,408 

•m 

3,025 
2,187 
35,224 

Ctittlefisb  bone 

13,487 

28S 

3,382 

1,274 

25,073 

Olass,  mosaic  cubes,  on  paper. 
Hats,  straw,  unblocked 

Woden  docbs 

S,S07 
54,680 

All  other  articls 

Total        

Hides  cattle.  Ereen 

267,106 

355,911 

mOHEB  FBEIOHTS  FBOM  SOUTH  AFBICA  TO  AMEBICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Fayette  J.  Flexor,  Port  Elizabeth,  South  Atrlca.] 

The  leading  shippiiig  company  engaged  in  the  American-South 
African  and  the  Bntish-Soutn  African  trade  has  given  notice  of  a 
general  increase  of  25  per  cent  of  its  rates  to  and  from  America. 
Rates  for  wool,  mohair,  and  dry  hides  will  be  increased  a  half  cespt, 
and  buchu  leaves  1  cent  a  pound.  The  new  rates  became  effective 
July  1,1916. 
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BEVIVAL  OF  SHIFBtrnJ)IirO  tS  YABHOITTH  DI8TBICT. 

[Consal  Henry  H.  Balcb,  Yarmouth,  Nom  Scotia,  Canada,  Jaly  20.1 

There  is  a  marked  revival  of  the  wooden-ship  building  industry 
in  the  Yarmouth  consular  district ;  29  sailing  vessels,  averaging  about 
250  tons  each,  have  either  been  constructed  the  present  year  or  are  in 
course  of  construction,  which  is  about  double  the  tonnage  built  in 
any  recent  year.  Shipbuilding  of  this  consular  district  for  many 
years  has  been  confined  to  the  yards  at  Shelbume,  in  Shelbume 
County,  and  Liverpool,  in  Queens  County,  but  several  new  yards 
have  tieen  opened  recently  in  Digby  County,  where  at  least  eight 
vessels  are  being  constructed.  The  scarcity  of  bottoms  and  the 
prevailing  high  freight  rates  are  the  immediate  causes  of  the  present 
activity  in  shipbuilding.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  construction 
has  advanced  40  per  cent  over  what  it  Avas  five  years  ago.  The 
majority  of  the  vessels  being  built  are  for  general  trade;  the  re- 
mainder, however,  will  be  used  in  the  fisheries. 

Previous  to  1907  the  shipbuilding  industry  of  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  greater  than  that  of  any  of  the  other  Provinces  in 
the  Dominion.  Since  1907,  however,  Ontario,  Quebec,  and  British 
Columbia  have  each  furnished  a  greater  number  of  vessels  and  ton- 
nage than  Nova  Scotia.  According  to  an-  official  report  of  the 
Department  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  there  were  2,098  vessels  owned 
in  Nova  Scotia  on  December  31,  1914,  measuring  a  total  of  135,053 
tons,  which  is  only  about  26  per  cent  of  the  total  registered  tonnage 
owned  in  the  Province  40  years  ago.  The  registered  tonnage  at  the 
port  of  Yarmouth  alone  in  1874  was  131,723,  which  is  greater  than 
the  total  present  tonnage  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  shipbuilding  industry 
of  Yarmouth,  however,  has  entirely  disappeared.  Much  of  the  pres- 
ent wealth  found  in  Nova  Scotia  was  accumulated  through  the  ship- 
building and  shipping  of  former  years. 
Prlaeipal  Bhlpbnllders  in  Hova  Scotia. 

The  following  are  the  principal  shipbuilders  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
the  number  of  vessels,  with  the  total  tonnage,  being  constructed  by 
each  the  present  year: 


Finn. 


n.  C.  Uulball,  Liverpool 

Sootbera  Salvag*  Co.,  Ltvor- 

pool 

J.  S.  Oardoer,  Llvvpool , 

Josepb  McOdl  Estata,  Sbd- 

bome. , 

W.  C.  McKay  &  Son,  8h«l- 

bonia , 

George  A.  Coz,  Shelbume . . . 


Nomber 

ofachoon- 

ers. 


Total 
tonnage. 


KO 


860 
TOO 


840 


780 
«0 


Finn, 


Number 
of  schoon- 
ers. 


Innocent  Comuu,    Little 

Brook 

John  Deveau,  Uetegban 

Dr.  UcDonald,  lleteghan .... 
A^pit   Comeau,   lleteghan 

Benjamiii  BeiilTeau,  Beiii- 

veausCove 

H.  T.  Le  Blanc,  Wedgepoit . . 


2 
"1 


Total 
tonnaga. 


300 
400 
SOO 
2S0 


JOO 
2S0 


'Steamer. 


Wire  Fencing  Heeded  in  XTrngnay. 

A  scarci^  of  wire  fencing  in  Uruguay  is  noted  in  the  South 
American  Journal  of- July  1.  Wire  netting  of  the  kind  most  used 
was  formerly  imported  chiefly  from  Germany,  and  though  shipments 
have  been  received  from  England  and  the  United  States  since  the 
war,  the  supply  is  inadequate,  and  prices  of  this  fencing  are  said  to 
have  advanced  50  per  cent.  r^^^^I^ 
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FREHCH  USE  KEPOBTS  OH  SKBYIOE  DlTBarft  WAB  fEBIOD. 

IConsnl  John  B«U  Osbone,  Hanc,  Jidy  S.} 

The  Compagnie  6£n6rale  Transatlsntique  (Frendi  line)  held  its 
annual  general  meeting  on  June  20,  1916.  A  report  aa  its  trans- 
actions in  1915  was  presented. 

While  Bordeaux  has  been  substituted  temporarily  for  Havre  as 
the  European  terminus  of  the  passenger  and  postal  service,  since 
April,  1915,  the  freight  movement  of  the  line  between  Havre  and 
New  York  has  continued  to  be  extensive.  The  company's  own  fleet 
has  been  augmented  by  several  chartered  steamers,  which  have  aided 
greatly  in  developing  the  trade  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  France. 

The  annual  report  states  that  on  December  31,  1915,  the  regular 
fleet  of  the  Compagnie  G^nerale  Transatlantique  comprised  85  ves- 
sels, valued  approxmiately  at  142,000,000  francs  ($27,406,000).  The 
total  assets  amounted  to  245,000,000  francs  ($47,285,000),  The 
gross  receipts  in  1915  were  111,000,000  francs  ($21,423,000)  and  the 
general  expenses  76,000,000  francs  ($14,668,000),  indicating  a  bal- 
ance of  35,000,000  francs  ($6,755,000).  After  payment  of  interest, 
repayment  of  loans,  and  deduction  made  for  the  amortizati<m  or  re- 
serve funds,  the  net  profits  were  reduced  to  2,500,000  francs 
($482,500),  permitting  the  distribution  of  a  dividend  of  9  francs 
($1.74)  per  share. 
Tear'*  Conditions  Produce  Special  Interest 

The  report  is  of  unusual  interest  because  of  the  war  conditicms  that 
confronted  the  company  throughout  the  past  year.  The  following 
extracts  are  translated  from  it: 

Our  normal  traflic,  which  comprised  the  transportation  of  both  cabin  pas- 
sengers and  emigrants  and  merchandise,  now  consists  mainly  of  the  single 
element  of  merchandise.  Nevertheless,  we  liave  maintained  all  our  regular 
and  postal  lines,  the  Government  having  manifested  a  desire  to  see  maritime 
relations  preserved  with  the  different  countries  with  which  service  was  main- 
tained before  the  war.  It  was  our  duty  to  exert  ourselves  to  realize  this  wish, 
although  the  principal  units  of  our  fleet  were  requisitioned  for  the  needs  of  the 
Goverument,  and  tlxere  remained  at  our  disposal  only  a  limited  number  of 
passenger  steamers. 

Nearly  all  the  steamers  tlmt  we  have  been  able  to  utilize  have  had  to  cover 
new  routes.  The  postal  line  to  New  Yorlc  has  l)een  operated  with  La  Tourainc. 
the  Rochambeau,  the  Chicago,  and  the  Espagne.  On  the  line  to  Mexico  we  have 
employed  La  Navarre,  and  those  of  our  passenger  steamers  still  available. 
On  the  lines  to  Colon,  the  Puerto  Rico,  the  Haiti,  the  Venezuela,  and  the  P^ou 
have  been  used.  The  Quebec  and  the  Montreal  have  resumed  their  former  serv- 
ice on  the  line  to  Haiti. 

Kovement  of  Travelers  Constantly  Declines. 

The  movement  of  travelers,  already  considerably  slackened  after  the  exodus 
at  the  outset  of  the  war,  has  been  constantly  declining.  There  was,  however, 
a  stream  of  emigration  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  Spanish  ports  to  Cuba. 

In  the  Mediterranean  all  the  lines  have  been  maintained,  but  the  frequency 
of  departure  has  been  necessarily  reduced  by  reason  of  the  insuiHcIent  number 
of  units. 

The  subsidized  postal  lines  have  thus  continued  to  play  one  of  the  principal 
rOles  for  which  they  were  intended-rthe  maintenance  of  r^ular  and  frequent 
communication  under  the  French  flag  with  the  various  countries  beyond  the 
seas. 

Our  cooperation  has  been  given  to  the  Oovemment  to  aid  it  in  meeting  the 
constantly  increasing  transportation  requirements.  Not  only  have  all  <rar 
freighters  been  devoted  to  these  services,  but  we  have  not  hesitated  to  charter 
nnmerons  vessels  since  the  early  months  of  last  year. 
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COHTBACT  OF  THE  YICTOBIA-TO-HDrAS  BAHWAT. 

[Commercial  Attacbi  William  C.  Downs,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  June  26.] 

By  executive  decree  No.  12094,  signed  by  the  Prwident  of  Brazil 
on  June  7, 1916,  the  contract  consolidating  and  revising  the  previous 
(Mmtracts  between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  Companhia  Es- 
trada de  Ferro  Victoria  &  Minas  (Victoria  to  Minas  Railway  Co.) 
was  duly  approved. 

The  concession  of  the  Companhia  Estrada  de  Ferro  Victoria  & 
Minas  is  governed  by  contract  drawn  in  accordance  with  decree  No. 
4337,  of  February  1,  1902,  and  its  modifications  arising  from  decrees 
Nos.  7455,  of  July  8, 1909;  7773,  of  December  3, 1909;  and  10986,  of 
July  8,  1914;  and  covers  a  period  of  60  years  from  the  date  of  the 
first  decree,  the  company  undertaking  to  build  a  railroad  from  the 
city  of  Victoria,  State  of  Espirito  Santo,  to  Diamantina,  State  of 
Swias  Geraes,  at  the  rate  of  at  least  100  kilometers  (62.14  miles) 
per  year  after  the  second  year.  The  Government  guaranteed  interest 
at  6  per  cent  for  30  years  on  the  capital  expended  in  construction  up 
to  the  maximum  sum  of  30,000  gold  milreis  (about  $16,400)  per  kilo- 
meter, as  well  as  the  admission  of  materials  and  coal  free  of  customs 
duties  and  a  grant  of  national  lands  not  to  exceed  an  average  of  10 
kilometers  (6.21  miles)  on  each  side  of  the  entire  line.  The  decree 
of  December  30,  1909,  stipulated  that  the  line,  stations,  and  all  fixed 
and  rolling  stock  should  revert  to  the  Government  at  the  end  of  90 
years  from  that  date. 

Hew  Contract  Vecessary. 

The  company  having  failed  to  carry  out  its  contract  to  construct 
100  kilometers  a  year,  a  revision  of  the  contract  was  requested  and 
granted  by  the  decree  of  June  7, 1916,  above  meptioned. 

Under  this  new  contract  the  terms  of  the  concession  are  consider- 
ably modified.  In  the  first  place  the  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  guaranteed  6  per  cent  interest  is  definitely  fixed  as 
referring  only  to  the  sum  of  32,272,662  gold  milreis  ($17,621,000) 
already  actually  expended  on  construction  or  set  aside  for  works  in 
the  process  of  construction  or  for  plans  and  surveys,  thceguaxanty  to 
cease  on  the  following  dates:  Line  from  Victoria  to  Itabira — On 
$1,064,700,  February  4,  1933;  on  $2,384,752,  March  5,  1933;  on 
$739,811,  March  14, 1935;  on  $1,638,000,  January  18, 1936;  on  $3,276,- 
010,  November  5, 1936;  on  $1,638,000,  August  18, 1939;  on  $2,457,000, 
October  27, 1940;  on  $1,638,000,  December  5, 1940;  on  $764,400,  June 
1,  1944;  a  total  of  $15,600,673.  Line  from  Curralinho  to  Diaman- 
tma— On  $1,638,000,  November  3,  1939;  on  $819,000,  April  23,  1940; 
a  total  of  $2,457,000.  Line  from  Pecanha  to  Araxas— On  $655500, 
February  1,  1918. 

It  is  also  provided: 

When  the  dividends  of  the  company,  calculated  on  its  present  capital  stoclc 
«t  14,000,000  gold  milreis  (abont  $7,644,000),  exceed  8  per  cent,  whether  or  not 
socb  dividends  l>e  dlstrlbated  the  excess  will  be  divided  equally  between  the 
company  and  the  Government  until  the  latter  be  reimbursed  of  the  total  amount 
whidi  it  may  have  paid  as  Interest  guaranty. 

AimuliBeiit  of  Concesdon. 

Clause  Vll  of  the  contract  provides: 

The  company  is  obliged  to  finish  within  the  period  of  five  years  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line  as  far  as  Itabira  do  Matto  Dentro,  in  better  technical  conditioa 
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tban  the  section  already  in  operation  as  far  as  Gacboeira'  Escura,  and  must 
open  to  trnfflc  tlie  mlniniuiu  of  30  l^ilometers  during  eacli  of  the  first  four  years. 

Tlie  perimls  stated  in  tills  clause  can  not  be  taken  Into  account  as  long  as 
the  present  financial  crisis  lasts.  As  soon  as.  In  tlie  opinion  of  the  Ooreroment, 
the  crisis  is  over,  it  will  notify  the  company,  at  least  six  months  in  advance, 
of  the  date  on  which  said  jieriods  will  commence. 

Clause  VIII. — The  concession  will  cea.se  as  regards  the  sections  of  tlie  liiiP 
trom  Cuchoeirn  Escura  to  Itabira  which  at  tlie  expiration  of  the  time  stipulatwl 
in  Clause  VII  may  not  be  fully  constructed  and  open  to  traffic. 

1.  The  annulment  of  the  concession,  as  per  terms  of  tills  clause,  will  Iks  rande 
by  means  of  a  Government  act,  independently  of  any  courts,  and  will  not  affect 
the  sections  of  the  Hue  already  constructed  at  the  end  of  that  period,  the  com- 
pany retaining  during  the  period  of  the  concession,  besides  the  sections  open  to 
traffic,  tiie  worI<s  on  tlie  unfinished  sections,  the  Government,  however,  having 
the  right  to  expropriate  said  worljs  when  it  may  deem  It  convenient. 

2.  After  annulment  the  company  will  pay  every  six  months  to  the  National 
Treasury  25  per  cent  of  the  gross  receipts  of  all  Its  lines  in  operation  exceed- 
ing the  average  of  6,000  gold  mllrels  ($3,275)  per  kilometer,  until  all  tlic 
amounts  expended  by  the  Government  from  January  1,  1916,  to  June  1,  1944, 
are  fully  reimbursed,  together  with  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  capital  cor- 
responding to  tlie  sections  not  constructed.  Tills  without  aifectlug  C1au.se  VI 
of  the  present  contract. 

3.  The  capital  alluded  to  In  the  preceding  paragraph  will  be  equal  to  tlie 
difference — not  to  exceed  37,000  gold  mllrels  ($20,200)  per  kilometer— betw»4^i 
6,085,171  gold  mllrels  ($3,322,500)  and  the  cost,  duly  verified,  of  tlie  sections 
of  the  line  from  Cachoeira  Escura  to  Itabira,  which  may  be  fully  constructed 
and  open  to  service  within  the  period  stipulated  In  Clause  VII. 

The  company  is  further  obligated  to  (a)  make  the  necessary  modi- 
fications in  the  plans  of  its  line  from  Victoria  to  Itabira  do  Matto 
Dentro,  not  only  on  the  section  open  to  traffic  but  also  on  the  con- 
structed section  and  the  one  to  be  built,  in  order  to  better  the  techni- 
cal conditions  and  reduce  the  transportation  cost  to  a  maximum  of 
8  reis  per  ton-kilometer;  (()  to  establish  electric  traction  on  all  that 
line;  and  (c)  to  equip  the  line  with  all  the  necessary  rolling  stock 
to  transport  an  average  of  3,000,000  tons  per  year.  To  make  these 
improvements  a  period  of  three  years  is  allowed,  to  begin  from  the 
date  stated  in  Clause  VII  for  the  termination  of  the  construction  of 
the  line  from  Victoria  to  Itabira. 
Other  ProTlsioBs  of  the  Hew  Contract. 

The  company  must  also  construct  at  its  own  expense,  without 

Siaranty  of  interest,  lines  from  Barra  do  Rio  Santo  Antonio  to 
iamantina,  passing  through  Guanhaes  and  Serro  Frio^  and  from 
Bai'ra  do  Rio  Gunhaes  to  Sant'  Anna  dos  Ferros,  within  15  years 
from  the  end  of  the  financial  crisis,  as  previously  provided. 

Under  Clause  XI  of  the  new  contract  the  exemption  of  duties  on 
material  is  canceled,  and  in  compensation  the  company  is  granted 
special  duties  of  12  per  cent  ad  valorem.    Further : 

The  Government  will  have  the  right  to  purchase  the  railways  referred  to 
In  this  contract  after  the  1st  of  June,  1944,  the  price  to  be  determined,  on  a 
failure  to  reach  an  agreement,  by  the  average  net  revenue  of  the  lost  quin- 
quennium, and  taking  Into  consideration  the  condition  in  which  the  works, 
material,  and  dependencies  may  l>e  at  the  time.  Said  price  can  not  be,  bow- 
ever,  less  than  the  guaranteed  capital  if  the  purchase  is  made  before  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1962. 

If  the  purchase  Is  made  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  In  wliich  the  con- 
cession Is  in  force  (February  1,  1962),  the  Government  will  pay  to  the  com- 
pany only  the  value  of  the  works  and  material  in  the  condition  in  which  they 
may  be :  Provided,  The  sum  to  be  expended  does  not  exceed  the  amount  em- 
ployed In  the  construction  of  the  railways. 

The  purchase  may  be  paid  with  securities  of  the  public  debt 
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Ibfi  present  clanse  Is  an^caUe  only  to  ordinary  cases,  the  GoTernment  not 
revoking  its  right  to  expropriation  for  tlie  benefit  of  tlie  people. 

Tlie  railways,  including  tlie  stations,  sbops,  warehouses,  and  improvements, 
and  all  the  fixed  and  rolling  material  will  revert  to  the  Union,  without  any 
iodemniflcation,  after  the  period  of  90  years  from  December  30,  1909. 

The  nUlways  and  their  dependencies  must  be  in  good  condition  at  the  time 
they  rev^  to  the  nation. 

The  company  is  granted  the  right  of  constructing  at  its  own  ex- 
pense a  modern  metallurgical  establishment  to  use  the  minerals  of 
the  country  and  with  an  average  monthly  output  of  at  least  1,000 
tons  of  iron. 

LOBSTER-BEAIIIHO  PLAHT  OH  NEW  EHGLANI)  COAST. 

The  sundry  civil  appropriation  act,  approved  July  1,  provides 
$5,000  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  a  lobster-rearing  plant 
on  the  New  England  coast.  The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries 
is  now  making  investigations  to  determine  the  best  available  location. 

The  bureau  hatched  128,700,000  lobsters  in  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts during  the  year  ended  June  30,  but  owing  to  the  character  of 
the  facilities  available  at  the  hatcheries  it  was  necessary  to  plant  than. 
almost  immediately  after  they  had  issued  from  the  egg.  At  this 
stage  they  swim  near  the  surface  of  the  sea  and  are  particularly  sub- 
ject to  destruction  by  fishes.  The  new  plant  will  make  possible  the 
rearing  of  a  considerable  number  of  them  to  a  stage  at  which  they 
acquire  the  habit  of  seeking  safety  among  the  rocks  and  in  the  cran- 
nies of  the  sea  bottom.  It  is  especially  designed  to  prevent  the 
practice  of  cannibalism,  which  produces  a  situation  similar  to  that  of 
the  Eolkenny  cats  when  large  numbers  of  the  little  lobsterlings  are 
confined  in  a  small  space  and  which  defeats  attempts  to  rear  them  in 
the  existing  plants  of  the  bureau. 

It  is  expected  that  the  plant  will  be  ready  to  take  care  of  part  of 
the  brood  of  1917. 

AHESICAH  CONSTTLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAYE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  or^nizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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COTTON  SITUATIOlf  IN  BBAZH. 

[Consul  (JcncrAl  Alfred  L.  Moreau  Gottscbalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  June  20.1 

A  great  deal  of  correspondence  has  been  received  at  the  Rio  de 
Janeiro  consulate  general  during  the  last  several  months  concerning 
the  possibility  of  selling  American  cotton  in  Brazil.  The  tenor  of 
the  replies  to  these  letters  has  been  that  while  Brazil  was  tem- 
porarily—and only  temporarily — in  the  market  to  purchase  Ameri- 
can cotton,  two  things  should  be  carefully  borne  in  mind;  first,  that 
Brazil  is  itself  a  cotton-producing  country,  and  whatever  demand 
there  may  be  for  American  cotton  here  is  purely  adventitious  and 
simply  the  result  of  a  prolonged  drought  and  a  failure  in  the  year's 
cotton  crop ;  and,  second,  that  cotton  can  not  be  sold  here  by  "long- 
range  "  methods  any  more  than  any  other  article  could  be. 

Such  American  cotton  as  has  been  sold  has  been  disposed  of 
either  through  the  efforts  of  commission  houses  or  by  the  direct  rep- 
resentatives of  American  concerns  who  visited  Brazil  and  learned 
conditions  at  first  hand.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  nearly  $3,000,000 
worth  of  American  cotton  has  been  received  here  since  the  first 
enormous  rise  in  the  price  of  domestic  cotton  occurred. 
Lack  of  Statistics — American  Xint  Imported. 

It  was  difficult  for  many  months  to  draw  any  very  definite  picture 
of  the  true  situation.  It  was  known  that  the  drought  had  been  ex- 
cessive in  the  north;  that  it  had  caused  famines,  emigration  from 
the  stricken  districts,  and  a  jump  of  more  than  100  per  cent  in  cotton 
prices  on  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  market.  It  was  also  clearly  evident 
that  certain  persons  were  speculating  on  those  conditions,  and  that 
the  northern  cotton  planters  were  being  advised  to  hold  back  their 
crop  in  order  to  meet  a  still  better  market.  Never  before,  perhaps, 
was  the  great  lack  of  accurate  statistics  as  to  the  production,  con- 
sumption, and  prices  of  past  years  so  keenly  felt  in  the  general  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  (The  total  normal  crop  of  the  Republic,  accord- 
ing to  one  authority,  is  about  1,000,000  bales  of  the  80-kilo  [176.37- 
pound]  type  common  in  Brazil.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  principal  cotton  brokers  held  some  time  ago 
the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  market  was  being  juggled  with; 
that  tliere  were  enormous  hoards  of  cotton  lying  idle  in  the  north; 
and  that  the  first  cargo  of  imported  foreign  cotton  to  reach  Brazil 
would  break  the  mancet  and  cause  prices  to  fall  with  dangerous 
rapidity.  This  was  in  the  beginning  of  tb»  difficulty,  when  no  one 
had  as  yet  grasped  the  situation  in  full.  Just  about  that  time  two 
American  commission  houses  made  importations  to  the  extent,  it  is 
said,  of  nearly  10,000  bales  each.  To  everycme's  surprise,  prices  did 
not  fall,  and  importations  continued. 

It  is  (»timatea  tiiat  in  all  some  30,000  bales  of  American  cotton  have 
been  sold  here  this  season  at  an  average  of  17|  cents  a  pound.  The 
sales  were  effected,  as  usual,  through  brokers  and  not  direct  with 
the  consumer. 

The  Export  Trade. 

The  history  of  cotton  growing  in  Brazil  is  to  be  had  only  in  the 
nature  of  fragmentary  data,  but  these  show  clearly  that  the  country, 
with  its  vast  area  and  favorable  climatic  conditions,  has  grown  cotton 
systematically  at  least  since  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
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The  exploitati(Ht  ofthis  great  source  of  natural  riches  reached  its 
apogee  toward  1850,  when  coffee,  cacao,  and  sugar  cane  began  to 
attract  the  attention  of  planters.  The  exports  to  England  alone,  I 
am  informed,  were  approximately  as  follows  during  the  past  century : 


Y«ar. 

BahB. 

Yeat. 

Bales. 

Year. 

Bales. 

1810 

142,846 
ISO,  086 
101,468 
85,360 
171.800 

I860    

102,900 
402,750 
123,300 
150,130 
146,610 

1892 

74,010 

1830 

1870 

1  1893 

270,660 

IS30 

1880 

1894 

177,453 

iste 

1890 

1  1895 

67,050 

USO 

1891 

1 

The  exports  to  other  countries  of  Europe,  taken  togetherj  are  said 
to  have  been  approximately  one-half  of  what  England  received. 

In  the  beginning  the  type  of  cotton  exported  was  the  Gossypium 
religiosum  or  G.  acuminatum,  known  to  the  markets  as  Pemambuco, 
Maranhao,  Ceara,  or  Bahia  cotton,  this  species  being  the  favorite 
until  the  introduction  of  seeds  from  Louisiana.  Several  varieties  and 
subvarieties  of  this  cotton  are  known  locally  by  the  names  of  "  Se- 
rid6  "  and  "  Moc6."  The  type  known  as  "  Santos "  is  from  the  spe- 
cies G.  Tterbaceum,  G.  hirantum,  and  G.  harbadense.  The  develop- 
ment of  the  spinning  and  weaving  industry  of  the  country  naturalij' 
caused  a  gradual  diminution  in  the  exports. 

Tbe  Spinning  Indnstry. 

From  information  recently  gathered  by  the  Centro  Industrial,  a 
commercial  association  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  whose  work  at  supple- 
menting Government  statistics  in  many  lines  of  industry  is  deserving 
of  very  high  credit,  it  would  seem  that  Brazil  possesses  in  its  well- 
developed  local  spinning  industry  not  less  than  the  49,648  looms  and 
1,464,218  spindles  which  are  reported  as  working  activelv  to-day. 
[A  review  of  the  Brazilian  textile  industry  appeared  in  Commerce 
Beforts  for  Apr.  18, 1916 ;  that  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  in  the  issue 
for  Apr.  4, 1916.1  The  annual  consumption  of  cotton  per  spindle  is 
estimated  at  40  kilos  (88.18  pounds),  from  which  it  is  deduced  by 
the  Centro  Industrial  that  not  less  than  58,568,720  kilos  (129,121,900 

?ounds)   of  cotton  are  consumed  annually  by  the  native  industry, 
here  are  estimated  to  be  250  mills  in  Brazil.    In  yams  thej'  use 
Nos.  2  to  100  (English  standard  numeration). 

That  the  cotton-textile  industry  is  not  only  a  valuable  asset  in  the 
prosperity  of  Brazil  but  also  a  growing  factor  in  its  economic  devel- 
opment is  evident  from  the  following  interesting  data  compiled  by 
Senhor  Cunha  Vasco  in  recent  investigations  of  the  cotton-textile 
industry : 


1905 


1916 


Nnmber  offaetorlas  vorUng  r^ularly 
Number  of  spiiuUes  worUng  rMolarly. 
Number  of  looms  working  regularly... 
Number  of  bands  employed  r^uIarV- 

Capital 

Value  of  output , 

Annual  prodoctioii,  in  yards 


110 

734,928 

26,420 

39,159 

$48,427,000 

130,260,750 

264,749,000 


250 

1,464,218 

49,648 

72.  M3 

$78,756,000 

$59,783,750 

261,520,700 


In  1866  there  were  only  9  textile  mills  in  the  Republic,  but  the 
number  had  increased  to  30  ten  years  later ;  there  were  51  in  1885  and 
134  in  1895,  of  which  16  were  in  Maranhao,  12  in  Bahia,  14  in  the 
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State  of  Kio  de  Janeiro,  15  in  the  Federal  District,  10  in  Sao  Paulo, 
37  in  Minas  Geraes,  and  30  in  the  remaining  Statea  of  the  Brazilian 
Union.  From  these  figures  there  was  a  steady  growth  np  to  the 
point  wliere  the  industry  is  to-day,  the  States  of  Minas  (Jeraes  first 
and  Siio  Paulo  second,  promising  great  things  for  the  future  in  re- 
spect to  growth  of  botli  the  spinning  and  weaving  industries. 
Lack  of  Byestnffs  Felt. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  European  war  there  was  constematioii 
among  tlie  textile  mills  over  the  possibility  of  a  coming  lack  of  dyes, 
(lermany  having  gradually  grown  to  be  the  chief  supplier  of  the 
Re])ublic  in  the  matter  of  aniline  dyes.  The  worst  predictions  weiv 
verified  after  a  few  months;  but,  fortunately,  Brazil  turned  to  its 
own  forests  and  its  own  small  and  struggling  domestic  industry  in 
vegetable  dyes  to  supply  the  want.  The  result  has  been  gratifying 
in  that  the  domestic  industry,  small  and  struggling  as  it  was,' has 
effectually  supplied  the  mills  with  enough  dyes  to  continue  operating 
for  tlie  present. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  what  the  local  supply  is.  These 
Brazilian  vegetable  dyes  are  manufactured  at  Pirapora  and  Cur- 
vello.  in  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes,  and  in  the  city  or  Sao  Paulo  by 
very  small  local  factories  which,  until  the  ^esent  stringency,  had 
never  been  much  advertised  in  the  country.  The  dyes  are  known  by 
such  names  as  "  Inglotina  "  and  "  Ouromina." 
Exploiting  Brasil's  Yegetable  Dyes. 

There  is  much  that  has  militated,  until  now,  against  the  pro^)er 
exploitation  of  these  dyes,  which  are  all  products  of  the  extensive 
Brazilian  forests  [see  article  on  Brazilian  tanning  and  dyeing  ma- 
terials in  CoMMEBCB  Reports  for  May  1,  1916],  the  chiei  obstacles 
being  that  the  interior  of  the  country  lacks  means  of  communication, 
and  that  the  person  who  would  try  a  systematic  exploitation  of  anv- 
thing  connected  with  timber  felling  could  on\j  with  enormous  diffi- 
culty obtain  data  as  to  the  number  of  trees  of  a  given  sort  within  n 
specified  area.  The  work  of  timber  felling  and  dye  extracting, 
therefore,  has  tlius  far  been  unsystematic,  and  prices  have  been  ir- 
regiilar. 

Because  the  Brazilian,  market  still  lacks  aniline  comparatively  few 
of  the  numerous  offers  from  the  United  States  of  aniline  oil  and 
other  chemicals  used  in  conjunction  with  aniline,  but  useless  withoiU 
it,  have  been  accepted.  I  mention  the  fact  because  numerous  Ameri- 
can firms  have  asked  me — sometimes  by  cable — ^to  offer  such  articles 
on  the  market  here.  The  need  most  severely  felt  in  Brazil  is,  first, 
for  aniline,  and,  second,  for  logwood  dyes,  preferably  of  the  solid 
(not  liquid)  type. 

(A  sample  of  the  Bnusiliau  vegetable  dye  locally  known  as  Pinna  and  a  cawl 
of  cotton  thread  showing  the  results  obtained  from  Ouromina  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C!ommerce  or  its  district  oflBces.  Ask 
for  file  No.  78582.] 

Commercial  Attach^  Erwin  W.  Thompson  reports  that  a  bill  has 
been  introduced  into  the  Ne^erlands  Parliament  asking  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  $20,000  for  use  in  tlie  remaining  six  months  of  1916  in 
extending  the  activities  of  the  Dutch  consular  service,  especaally  for 
providing  funds  for  traveling  and  acquiring  information  in  foreign 
countries. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C0M1C3EBCE  BBPOBTB.  463 

OBOWTH  OF  CANADA'S  WATEK  AHS  SEWEKAQE  STSTEHS. 

[Consul  FeUz  8.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Jalj  24.] 

The  Tery  great  development  of  the  waterworks  systems  of  Canada 
is  represented  by  an  increase  in  number  of  plants  from  7  in  1867  to 
528  in  1916.  These  have  been  bnilt  at  a  total  cost  of  $123,725,633,  and 
entail  an  annual  maintenance  charge  of  $4,558,539.    There  are  206 

Ebtnts  supplied  from  springs  or  wel£,  and  322  from  lakes  or  streams. 
a  72  of  them  the  water  is  filtered  and  in  21  it  is  treated  with  hypo- 
chlorite. The  municipally  owned  plants  number  396.  Flat  rates  are 
offered  in  209  cases. 

There  are  279  sewerage  systems  in  Canada,  having  an  aggregate 
mileage  of  4,223.  They  were  built  at  a  total  cost  of  $75,504,418.  In 
only  75  municipalities  is  the  sewerage  treated.  Proportionately  to 
population,  the  West,  with  28  treatment  plants,  makes  a  much  better 
showing  than  the  East,  with  47.  The  total  cost  of  the  treatment 
plants  is  $3,218,935. 

TO  IMFBOVE  l^AVIQATIOir  AIBS  BELOW  NEW  OBLEANS. 

The  need  of  an  efficient  lighting  system  on  the  Mississippi  River 
below  New  Orleans  has  been  recognized  by  Congress,  which,  in  the 
sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1,  1916,  appropriated  $50,000  for  im- 
proving the  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  in  that  part 
of  the  river. 

The  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  is  large  and  important,  about 
3,700  vessels  annually  entering  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  with  a  value 
of  incoming  and  outgoing  sliipments  amountig  to  more  tha  $300,- 
000,000.  The  work  contemplated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this, 
appropriation,  under  the  supervision  of  the  United  States  Lighthouse 
Service,  consists  of  establishing  about  22  acetylene  lens-lantern  lights 
on  skeleton  steel  towers  to  take  the  places  of  the  inefficient  oil  post- 
lantern  lights  now  shown  from  wooden  posts.  The  towers  will  be 
about  30  feet  high  and  set  on  concrete-block  foimdations. 

The  work  will  receive  immediate  attention. 


Portugal's  Budget  Estimates  for  New  Year. 

According  to  data  supplied  by  American  Minister  Thomas  H. 
Birch,  of  Lisbon,  Portugal's  budget  for  the  fiscal  year  191G-17  shows 
a  deficit  of  $1,411,970.  Receipts  are  estimated  at  $60,270,165  (ordi- 
nary $54,417,635,  extraordinary  $5,852,530),  and  expenditures  at 
$61,682,135  (ordinary  $54,433,900,  extraordinary  $7,248,235). 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  400  United  States  Customhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
XTnited  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnllding;  St.  Lonls,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bnilding;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Eibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Prancisco,  307  Vnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
aerce;  Cinclnmati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  7rt.  Agt.,  C.  N.  0.  A  T.  P. 
By.  Co.,  CiBoiaaati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
Beroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOBEION  TSADE  OFPOBTUBITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  and  Its  dlatrlet  oflicea.  Beqaeit 
for  each  opportunity  Kbould  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnnltir  nmber. 
The  Bureau  dors  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibUlty  as  to  the  staddiBf 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usuiil  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

ilachhtery.  No.  22027.— The  owTier  and  operator  of  a  marble  works  In  Peru 
informs  an  American  cousular  ofBcer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  machinery 
used  In  polishliijr,  cutting,  and  preparing  marble  slabs  and  blocks.  Corre- 
spondence in  Italian  or  Spanish.  Weights  and  measurements  in  metric 
system. 

Xovcllics,  Xo.  22028. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  France  writes  that  a  business  man  in  France  is  in  the  market  for 
novelties  such  as  are  sold  in  department  stores,  especially  goods  in  leather, 
imitation  leather,  iron,  and  tin. 

Hosiery,  Xo.  22029. — An  American  consular  oflScer  in  Cuba  writes  that  a  firm  in 
his  district  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  hosiery  of  all 
grades. 

Parafflu  icax,  Xo.  22030. — A  firm  of  general  commission  merchants  In  Spain 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  Is  desirous  of  Importint; 
wholesale  quantities  of  parafflne  wax.  Corresiwndence  in  English.  Refer- 
ence. 

Laces,  ribbons,  etc.,  Xo.  22031. — An  American  consular  officer  In  .\rgenlimi 
writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district,  now  representing  Xew  York 
firms,  Is  desirous  of  obtaining  agencies  for  tlie  sale  of  laces,  ribbons,  hosiery, 
underwear,  buttons,  and  notions.    References.    Correspondence  in  Engtlsb. 

Canvas,  buttons,  oiMoth,  etc..  No.  22032. — A.  company  in  Argentina  writes  that 
It  wishes  to  represent  manufacturers  and  e3:i)orters  of  materials  used  by 
upholsterers,  such  as  canvas,  buttons,  oilcloth,  hand  bag  and  trunk  frames, 
fiber,  etc.    The  company  Is  now  representing  a  number  of  American  firms. 

Hardware,  drugs,  etc.,  Xo.  22033. — ^The  representative  of  a  Russian  wholesale 
and  retail  firm,  who  Is  now  In  the  United  States,  informs  the  Bureau  that  be 
expects  to  return  to  Russia  soon  and  desires  to  form  commercial  relatlODS 
with  firms  which  are  desirous  of  doing  business  in  that  country.  He  Is  par- 
ticularly Interested  In  hardware,  drugs,  and  general  merchandise.  Refer- 
ences. 

Piece  goods,  Xo.  22034. — A  business  man  from  Cuba  Is  now  In  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  siecurlng  agencies  for  the  sale  of  cotton,  woolen,  and  silt 
piece  goods  In  Cuba.    References. 

Poultry-fartn  supplies,  etc.,  Xo.  22035.— The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  In  Chile  reports  that  n  man  In  tliat  country  desires  to 
equip  a  poultry  farm  with  up-to-date  equipment.  Catalogiies,  etc.,  shouM 
be  in  Spanish. 

Hardware,  trunk  locks,  etc.,  Xo.  22036. — Supplementing  ForelfOi  Trade  Oppor- 
tunity No.  19521,  one  of  the  commercial  agents  of  tiie  Bureau  reiiorts  that  a 
representative  of  the  firm  is  now  In  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  secur- 
ing agencies  for  the  sale  in  Russia  of  hardware  and  metal  novelties,  Inclml- 
Ing  enamel  ware,  bolts,  and  nuts,  horseshoe  nails,  trunk  locks,  umbrella 
frames,  files  and  rasps,  scythes,  etc.    References. 

Jute  sacks,  No.  22037. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  that  n 
firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  purchase  1,000,000  jute  sacks,  measuring  70 
by  40  centimeters  and  weighing  250  grams  each.  If  ready-made  sacks 
can  not  be  delivered,  the  Inquirer  desires  to  buy  Jute  doth.  The  cloth 
should  be  closely  woven,  weighing  350  grams  to  the  square  meter,  and 
must  be  73  centimeters  In  width.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  I.  t  Genoa, 
preferably  destination.  Early  date  of  delivery  is  important  Corre- 
spondence in  Italian  or  French. 

Textiles,  corsets,  etc..  No.  22038. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  In  France  writes  that  a  firm  In  Egypt  wishes  to  purchase 
hosiery  of  all  kinds,  shirts,  corsets,  neckties,  sunuHer  fabrics,  barbers 
aprons,  handkerchiefs,  combs,  and  point  protectors  for  lead  pencils. 
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TELEOBAFH  SUPPLIES  FOB  COLOMBIA. 

The  President  of  Colombia  has  appointed  Mr.  Adolfo  Concha, 
technical  telegraph  inspector  in  Colombia,  and  Mr.  Satumo  Zapata, 
chief  of  inspection  in  tne  zone  of  Bogota,  to  visit  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  some  needed  telegraph  material.  The 
Diario  Oficial  of  June  30  states  that  these  officials  will  make  a  care- 
ful study  of  the  American  telegraph  apparatus  which  appears  best 
adapted  for  use  in  Colombia. 


PBENCH  HAT  DTDUSTBY. 

[Consul  William  II.  Hunt,  St.  Etlenne.] 

The  manufacture  of  hats  at  Chazelles-sur-Lyon  (Loire)  is  a  flour- 
ishing industry  in  the  Loire  Department,  furnishing  in  peace  times 
employment  for  800  or  1,000  workmen.  The  output  of  these  estab- 
lishments includes  straw,  felt,  and  plush  velvet  hats,  about  60  per 
cent  of  which  are  exported  to  England  and  the  French  colonies. 

Figures  furnished  by  the  Syndicate  of  Hat  Manufacturers  indicate 
that  the  total  production  of  hats  of  all  kinds  in  1915  was  600,000, 
valued  at  $579,000.  Out  of  13  hat  factories  established  at  Chazelles, 
8  were  closed  down  during  1915  on  account  of  the  shortage  of 
workmen. 

BEVIVAL  OF  CATTLE  SHIPMENTS  FBOM  PUEBTO  COBTES. 

(Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Puerto  Cortes,  Honduras,  July  21.] 

The  shipment  of  700  head  of  cattle  from  Puerto  Cortes  to  Habana 
on  the  Mexican  steamship  Oaxaca,  during  the  early  part  of  July, 
and  arrangements  for  additional  shipments  witnesses  the  revival  of 
a  business  that  has  been  dormant  for  several  years. 

The  buyers  of  cattle  for  these  shipments  have  placed  800  pounds 
as  the  minimum  weight  for  accepted  cattle,  good  beef  cattle  m  this 
district  ranging  from  800  to  900  pounds  in  weight. 

This  district  has  great  possibilities  as  a  cattle  country,  but  owing 
to  the  lack  of  a  market  for  animals  during  the  past  few  years, 
little  attention  has  been  given  to  the  raising  of  cattle  and  the  supply 
has  diminished  considerably. 
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FOBEIOH  SEMAKDS  FOB  BEADY-MASE  CLOTHINO. 

CHUB. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keeaa,  ValparelM,  May  13.] 

Imports  of  men's  and  boys'  ready-made  clothing  into  Chile  in 
1913  were  valued  at  $287,208,  and  in  1914  were  valued  at  $207,169. 
More  than  half  of  these  imported  goods  were  entered  at  Punta 
Arenas,  which  was  the  one  duty-free  port  of  Chile.  It  is  stated  by 
the  trade  that  the  imports  of  men's  clothing  comprise  two  general 
types — semifitting  clothing  such  as  sports  suits,  flannel  trousers, 
riding  trousers,  etc.,  and  overcoats;  and  clothing  made  to  measure  for 
men  resident  in  Chile  who  have  left  their  measure  with  some  tailor 
abroad,  particularly  in  London.  The  customs  duties  levied  on  im- 
portations of  ready-made  clothing,  in  United  States  currency  per  net 
Irilo  of  2.2  jKJunds,  are :  Schedule  No.  806,  men's  and  boys'  ready-made 
clothing,  cotton,  $1.19 ;  No.  884,  men's  and  boys'  ready-made  clothing, 
linen,  $1.83;  No.  962,  men's  and  boys'  ready-made  clothing,  wool, 
$2.55;  No.  1049,  men's  and  boys'  ready-made  clothing,  cammere, 
$4.74;  No.  1050,  ready-made  clothing  containing  silk  in  proportion 
of  less  than  90  per  cent,  $9.12.  s 

The  average  price  for  made-to-measure  suits  in  Chile,  imported 
materials  only  being  used,  is  about  $34.50,  United  States  currency 
(200  pesos).  The  Chilean  is  a  particularly  well-dressed  man,  and 
requires  clothes  made  of  good  and  fashionaole  material,  with  a  per- 
fect fit. 
Distribution  of  Booklets  tot  Trade  Extension. 

The  distribution  of  booklets  illustrating  styles  and  materials,  such 
as  are  used  in  soliciting  mail-order  made-to-measure  tailoring  trade 
in'  the  United  States,  might  be  a  successful  method  of  obtaining  busi- 
ness here,  provided  the  oooklets  were  printed  in  Spanish  and  were 
distributed  frequently  enough  to  keep  them  up  to  date,  but  that 
metiiod  wotdd  encounter  several  difficulties.    These  are : 

First.  American  tailoring  is  unknown  in  Chile  and  has  no  estab- 
lished reputation. 

Second.  Clothes  would  have  to  be  ordered  and  paid  for  three 
months  in  advance  of  receipt.  We  have  no  parcel-post  coUect-on- 
delivery  service  with  Chile  and  any  other  type  of  shipment  and  col- 
lection would  be  too  expensive  on  parcels  or  that  value.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  all  parcel-post  packages  sent  to  Chile,  valued 
at  more  than  $25  United  States  currency,  must  be  accompanied  by 
a  Chilean  contnilar  invoice. 

Third.  A  practical  working  list  of  customers  or  of  possible  cus- 
tomers would  be  difficult  to  compile  and  a  large  amount  of  adver- 
tising matter  would  probably  be  wasted  in  obtaining  orders  in  the 
first  mstance.  A  list  of  possible  purchasers  might  be  c(»npiled  itota 
tiie  Anuario  Zig-Zag,  published  by  R.  Benavides  Hnoe,  Casilla  1903, 
Santiago,  Chile;  price  30  pesos' (about  $5.50,  United  States  cur- 
rency, with  postage). 

Font  of  Chumtmty  Keqnired  to  Keet  Conditions. 

Biiying  made-to-measure  clothing  by  mail  without  having  the 
measure  taken  by  a  tailor  probably  would  be  an  innovation  and 
wDuKl  l)e  correspondingly  difficult  to  start. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


467 


Bank  references,  if  given,  should  be  references  to  banks  estab- 
lished in  Chile.  A  guaranty  of  "  money  back  if  you  are  not  satis- 
fied" would  not  be  sufficient.  To  be  complete,  and  to  leave  the  obli- 
gation of  satisfying  the  customer  entirely  with  the  manufacturer, 
the  guaranty  should  offer  to  refund  the  money  paid  for  the  clothes, 
and  the  duties,  etc.,  paid  by  the  purchaser,  as  the  duties  paid  will 
not  be  returned  to  him  on  reexportation  of  the  goods. 

Statistics  of  ready-made  clothing  for  men  ana  boys  imported  into 
Chile  in  1913  and  1914  are  given  with  countries  of  origin,  and  quan- 
tities as  well  as  value.    These  are : 


Countries. 

Cotton  clothing. 

Woolen  clothing. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

mum 

Pounds. 
13,552 
28,354 
38,645 
12,600 
2,820 

$11,780 

23,035 

30)720 

10,333 

2,670 

Pounds. 

2,921 
16,654 
22,374 
11,662 

3,283 

12,553 

12,280 

19,444 

9,724 

2,710 

Pounds. 

18,189 

42,629 

84,189 

532 

4,228 

126,756 

S9.296 

116.490 

803 

5,410 

Pounds. 

10, 298        XIR  rja 

OflrmaDT.... 

36,178 

60,720 

1,549 

2,655 

52  322 

United  Kingdom.... 

United  States 

©ther  countries 

86,637 
2,197 
3,817 

Total 

93,vn 

78,453 

53,774 

40,691 

149,767 

208,755 

111,401 

160,478 

CAKASA. 

[Consul  Henry  H.  Balcb,  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  June  17.] 
American  Styles  Popular  In  Yanuoath  District. 

There  is  considerable  demand  for  men's  and  women's  ready-made 
woolen  clothing  in  the  Yarmouth  consular  district,  although  this 
trade,  particularly  in  women's  coat  suits,  is  much  more  restricted 
than  in  the  United  States.  Those  found  on  the  market*  are  of 
Canadian  manufacture,  because  it  is  claimed  that  the  price  of  Ameri- 
can ready-made  clothes  is  too  high  after  paying  the  Canadian  duty. 
Because  of  the  popularity  of  American  styles,  however,  many  per- 
sons prefer  to  order  their  suits  from  responsible  American  clothing 
houses,  paying  the  regular  duty. 

There  would  undoubtedly  be  a  demand  for  American  ready-made 
clothes  in  this  consular  district  if  they  could  be  sold  at  prices  ap- 
proximating those  of  Canadian  goods,  which  have  now  greatly 
advanced. 

Local  dealers  state  that  they  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  having 
orders  for  hosiery  filled.  Hosiery  stocks  carried  have  hitherto  been 
largely  of  European  manufacture.  The  Canadian  plants  are  wholly 
unable  to  meet  the  present  demand,  and  if  orders  can  be  filled  by 
United  States  manufacturers  their  trade  in  hosiery  will  at  once 
increase  in  this  consular  district.  Stocks  are  very  low  and  many  of 
the  varieties  formerly  carried  have  entirely  disappeared. 

The  duty  on  ready-made  clothing  and  hosiery  is  35  per  cent, 
plus  7i  per  cent  war  tax. 

(Lists  of  dealers  In  clothing  and  hosiery  in  Yarmouth  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  77725.] 

The  production  of  lignite  in  North  Dakota  in  1915,  according  to 
the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  amounted  to  528,078  tons,  an 
increase  of  21,393  tons  compared  with  1914.  The  output  of  1915 
was  valued  at  $766,072. 
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MAinTFACTUBE  OP  BEAK  ISHX.  AT  CEKSQBSA. 

[Consul  Nelson  Truster  Johnson,  Cbuigsha,  China,  June  19.] 

A  firm  composed  of  Chinese  from  the  Province  of  Chekiang  has 
recently  opened  a  small  factory  at  Changsha  for  the  manufacture  of 
milk  from  beans.  This  bean  milk  has  long  been  known  to  the 
Chinese  under  the  name  of  to  fu  chiang  or  bean-curd  sauce.  Tliis 
is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  product  known  as  chiang  yu,  a  fer- 
mented sauce  made  from  beans  which  is  well  known  both  as  the  soy 
of  the  Japanese  and  as  one  of  the  constituents  of  some  of  the  famous 
sauces  of  Europe. 

Bean  milk  is  made  from  the  small  yellow  beans,  the  same  variety 
from  which  the  Chiuese  bean  curd  and  chiang  yu  or  soy  are  made. 
The  process  appears  to  be  a  very  simple  one.  The  beans  are  soaked 
and  then  crushed  between  two  ^ones.  The  crushed  mass  is  allowed 
to  run  off  into  a  tub  and  is  then  strained  throu^  cheesecloth  and 
diluted  with  water  and  boiled.  After  boiling,  it  is  again  strained 
and  the  white  milk  run  off  into  bottles  and  sc^d  to  the  factory's 
customers. 

An  analysis  of  the  bean-curd  milk  ^ows  that  it  has  a  specific 
gravity  of  1.020  and  a  fat  content  of  3.125,  contrasted  with  a  specific 
gravity  of  1.029  and  a  fat  content  of  3.9  for  good  average  cows'  milk 
m  America. 

No  Complicated  Uachinery  Needed. 

The  factory  is  a  very  small  one.  The  proprietors  informed  me  they 
did  all  of  their  work  at  night,  in  order  to  have  their  milk  fredh  for 
delivery  the  following  morning.  They  hegax  their  work  aboat  10 
o'clock.  The  milk  is  ready  and  bottled  by  daylight,  when  it  is  sent 
out  by  coolie  to  the  various  ciistomer& 

The  room  where  the  milk  is  made  shows  that  no  complicated  ma- 
chinery is  necessary  in  the  manufacture  of  ihe  milk.  At  one  end  of 
the  room  were  found  two  of  the  small  stone  mills  in  which  the  beans 
were  ground.  Large  numbers  of  bottles  were  arranged  on  a  rack  near 
the  wall,  clean  and  ready  to  receive  the  morning^  supply  of  milk. 
At  the  opposite  end  of  ^e  room  there  were  three  wooden  vats  boilt 
into  a  concrete  foundation,  which  proved  to  be  a  f tumace.  The  pre- 
pared product  is  poured  into  these  vats  and  boiled,  the  furnace  bong 
supplied  with  fuel  from  a  hole  in  the  outside  wall.  On  either  side 
were  two  earthenware  jars  into  whi<^  the  boiled  product  is  poored 
and  from  which  it  is  allowed  to  run  through  stop  cocks  into  the 
bottles. 

The  manufacturers  of  this  milk  seem  to  be  endeavoring  to  condoct 
their  factory  along  hygienic  lines.  They  invited  inspection  of  Hhtir 
factory  and  e.xpressed  a  desire  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  made  by 
the  inspecting  physician.  These  suggestions  related  fmncipally  to 
the  sterilization  of  the  bottles  before  allowing  the  milk  to  mn  into 
them.  The  whole  room  was  very  clean. 
PoMtUe  Opealng  for  Xilk-B^Ic  Xaavfaetwcn. 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  this  milk  appears  to  be  a  new  enter- 
prise in  Changsha,  although  I  am  informed  by  natives  of  Shanghai 
and  its  neighborhood  that  it  is  an  old  and  well-known  product  in 
that  part  oi  the  country.    To  the  eye  the  product  lo<^  exadly  like 
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nnskimmed  cows'  milk.  It  has  an  odor  of  raw  beans,  and  is  said  to  be 
not  unpleasant  to  the  taste.  I  am  informed  that  a  member  of  the 
family  of  Li  Hung  Chang  is  now  engaged  in  manufacturing  the 
various  products  of  beans  in  Paris,  his  factory  turning  out,  among 
other  things,  this  bean  milk. 

The  product  is  very  cheap  compared  with  cows'  milk.  The  factory 
undertakes  to  supply  one  pint  each  morning  for  approximately  50 
cents  gold  a  month.  If  this  industry  proves  a  success,  manufacturers 
of  milk  bottles  and  patent  milk-bottle  tops  should  find  a  market  for 
their  wares  here  at  Changsha,  if  they  could  be  brought  in  cheaply 
and  without  too  much  trouble  to  the  Chinese  manufacturer  of  milk. 
The  milk-bottle  manufacturer  will,  of  course,  have  to  compete  with 
the  enormous  numbers  of  empty  bottles  discarded  by  families  who 
use  aerated  waters  and  wines.  These  bottles  are  sold  by  the  servants, 
and  are  purchased  for  use  in  just  such  factories. 


ITEW  AMEBICAN  BUSINESS  IN  BBADFOBD  DISTBICT. 

New  business  for  American  firms  to  the  extent  of  $20,000  worth  of 
logwood  and  hematines,  $3,500  worth  of  electrical  supplies,  and  50 
to  100  tons  of  ground  oyster  shells  resulted  in  the  June  quarter  from 
the  trade-promotion  work  of  Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  of  Brad- 
ford, England.  Further,  the  Bradford  firm  that  received  its  initial 
shipment  of  glass  states  that  the  quality  and  packing  of  American 
sheet  and  plate  glass  are  so  excellent  that  further  orders  will  be 
placed.  Other  transactions  under  way  failed  of  culmination  because 
of  excessive  freight  rates,  import  prohibitions,  and  other  reasons. 
On  this  point  Consul  Ingram  remarks: 

The  greatest  single  deterrent  to  trade  exteiisiou  here  has  been,  and  stiU  la,  the 
high  cost  of  ocean  carriage.  In  which  are  Included  the  items  of  war  risk  and 
marine  Insurance.  Often  the  f.  o.  b.  quotations  are  entirely  satisfactory,  but 
the  delivered  price  Is  above  that  quoted  by  competing  English  firms.  In  addi- 
tion to  Insurance  and  freight  charges,  the  many  recent  prohibitions,  restric- 
tions, and  enactments  curtnillng  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise  have 
had  a  detrimental  effect  on  trade-extension  work. 

Although  many  firms  are  prevented  from  importing  at  present,  the  informa- 
tion received  by  them  In  response  to  "  Trade  Opportunities  "  has  proven  good 
advertising  for  numerous  American  exiK>rters;  and  the  statement  has  been 
made  generally  by  Bradford  merchants  that  connections  would  be  established 
as  soon  as  more  normal  commercial  conditions  prevailed. 


TENSEB  AND  BABGE  FOB  EIGHTH  LIGHTHOUSE  DISTBICT. 

An  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  constructing  or  purchasing  and 
e(^uipping  a  small  tender  and  barge  for  the  eighth  lighthouse  dis- 
trict, Texas  and  Louisiana,  was  provided  in  the  simdry  civil  act 
approved  July  1, 1916. 

The  small  tender  and  the  barge,  to  be  equipped  with  derrick  pile 
driver,  neither  to  exceed  3  feet  draft,  are  necessary  for  establishing 
and  maintaining  lights  and  daymarks  along  the  intercoastal  canals 
and  other  shallow  waters  of  the  eighth  liglithouse  district. 

It  is  contemplated,  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  appro- 
priation, to  construct  or  purcnase  a  motor  laimch  about  65  feet  long, 
and  a  barge  as  described,  and  provide  such  necessaiy  equipment 
as  may  be  practicable  with  the  funds  available. 
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OEBXAN  OBEASE-FBOOF  FAPEB  nTDUSTBT. 

[Consul  General  JuUos  Q.  Lay,  Berlin,  July  18.] 

With  the  cessation  of  Germany's  importation  of  cotton  and  otiier 
fibers  upon  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  demand  for  wood  pulp  and 
cellulose  for  the  manufacture  of  explosives  greatly  increased,  and 
consequently  the  supply  of  pulp  available  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  was  much  smaller  than  usual.  Wood  imports  from  Russia 
and  other  belligerent  countries  have  stopped,  thus  making  the  situa- 
tion on  the  German  market  more  difficult.  The  Swemsh  export 
embargo  upon  wood,  waste  paper,  and  cellulose  (chemical  wood 
pulp)  products  has  also  had  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  production  of 
paper  m  Germany. 

Permits  to  cut  down  large  portions  of  the  local  forests  and  to 
utilize  wooded  sections  of  the  occupied  territory  in  Eussian  Poland 
have  been  issued,  but  these  have  proved  insufficient  to  satisfy  the 
existing  demand.  Conditions  had  oecome  so  serious  on  the  German 
paper  market  during  the  early  part  of  1916  that  a  prohibition  against 
the  export  of  practically  all  paper  from  Germany  was  intrcSuced 
on  April  27  last. 

Falling  Off  in  Production. 

Besides  the  scarcity  of  wood  and  cellulose,  which  affected  paper 
making  generally,  the  dearth  of  wax,  fats,  and  oils  in  Grermany  has 
specially  hindered  the  production  of  glassine  or  grease-proof  paper," 
and  the  supplies  on  hand  at  the  various  factories  have  been  growing 
smaller  and  smaller  until  now  large  quantities  can  not  be  obtained 
at  any  price.  Berlin  retail  houses  can  only  refer  inquirers  to  the 
manufacturers,  and  the  manufacturers  themselves  will  only  guarantee 
to  furnish  small  amounts  at  prices  100  per  cent  to  300  per  cent 
higher  than  those  of  normal  times.  If  the  present  conditions  con- 
tinue for  another  year  no  genuine  glassine  paper  can  be  purchased 
here.  Substitutes  are  being  used  more  and  more,  but  they  are  gener- 
ally of  admittedly  inferior  quality. 

The  manufacture  of  glassine  paper  did  not  cease  all  at  once  upon 
the  outbreak  of  the  present  war.  The  production  became  gradually 
less  as  the  scarcity  of  raw  materials  became  more  evident.  Three 
months  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  factories  began  one  by  one 
to  close  their  doors.  The  calls  upon  Germany  by  its  allies  for  paper 
of  all  kinds,  particularly  grease-proof  and  printing  paper,  have 
been  so  heavy  tnat  the  Government  was  a^ed  to  protect  the  interests 
of  domestic  consumers.  By  limiting  the  export  and  instituting  eco- 
nomic measures,  the  situation  was  alleviated. 

Collection  of  Old  Paper — Outlook  After  the  War. 

Old  and  used  paper  was  S3'stematically  collected.  In  Berlin  alone 
there  are  450  receiving  offices  where  supplies  of  used  paper  are  col- 
lected. The  total  number  of  receiving  offices  in  the  Kingdom  of  Prus- 
sia is  about  2,000.  School  children  are  the  best  collectors  and  oon- 
tribute  vast  amounts  of  old  paper  to  the  depositories.  The  paper  is 
then  sorted  and  sent  to  the  mills,  where  it  is  reduced  to  pulp  and 
used  a^in.  Iron  rings  are  offered  as  rewards  for  large  contribu- 
tions. In  this  and  other  ways  the  public  interest  is  stimulated. 

As  already  stated,  if  the  war  lasts  another  year,  there  is  reason  to 
suppose  that  genuine  glassine  paper  can  not  be  obtained  in  Ger- 
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many  at  any  price,  for  the  old  supply  will  then  be  entirely  exhausted. 
Although  plans  are  now  being  made  for  resuming  the  manufacture 
upon  the  conclusion  of  peace,  these  plans  must  of  necessity  be  more 
or  less  vague.  The  madiinery  and  spare  parts  can  be  collected  and 
placed  ready  for  use,  but  raw  materials  and  the  proper  kind  of  labor 
can  not  be  obtained  until  some  months  after  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities. It  is  even  intimated  in  some  quarters  that  for  a  time  (Ger- 
many may  be  an  importer  of  grease-proof  paper  rather  than  an 
exporter. 

EFFECTIVE  TEADE-PEOMOTION  WOEK. 

Connections  opened  up  through  the  use  of  "  Trade  Opjiortunities  " 
or  by  correspondence  with  firms  whose  names  were  supplied  by  Con- 
sul General  E.  D.  Winslow,  of  Copenhagen,  resulted  m  much  new 
Danish  business  for  American  exporters  during  the  quarter  just 
ended.  "Trade  Opportunities"  sold  $6,000  worth  of  miscellaneous 
goods  for  one  New  York  company,  $5,000  worth  of  egg  products  for 
another,  and  1,177  pounds  of  corsets,  18,000  pounds  of  leather,  75,000 
pounds  of  tobacco,  and  $4,500  worth  of  electrical  supplies  for  still 
other  concerns. 

Correspondence  between  firms  that  had  been  placed  in  touch  with 
each  other  by  the  Copenhagen  consulate  general  resulted  in  the  sale 
of  45,000  pounds  of  American  asbestos  paper,  2,000  pounds  of  var- 
nish, and  $9,000  worth  of  carbon  products  to  Danish  customers,  and 
the  Danish  Government  itself  bought  240,000  bushels  of  rye  from  the 
United  States.  One  New  York  house  sold  $250,000  worth  of  ma- 
chinery to  a  single  Danish  firm. 


WATEB  SXTPFLT  AT  MINNESOTA  FISfiEBIES  STATION. 

Lester  Park,  the  beautiful  recreation  ground  at  Duluth,  Minn., 
is  benefited  by  the  fact  that  Congress  has  made  provision  for  the 
removal  of  the  unsightly  wooden  flume  that  traverses  the  resort 
and  supplies  water  to  the  hatchery  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries.  This  aged  and  leaky  wooden  box  is  to  be  replaced  by  a 
10-inch  iron  pipe,  buried  in  the  earth,  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000,  the 
amount  appropriated.  One  of  the  engineers  of  the  bureau  is  now  on 
the  ground  establishing  the  lines  and  grades,  and  the  work  will  be 
completed  before  cold  weather  arrives. 


■    Loans  to  Uruguayan  Hunicipalities. 

Municipalities  in  Uruguay  may  contract  loans  with  the  Bank  of 
the  Republic  for  five-year  terms  and  police  and  district  officials  may 
contract  such  loans  for  two-year  terms,  according  to  a  law  in  the 
Diario  Oficial  of  June  23.  These  loans  must  be  made  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Executive,  and  the  total  amount  that  the  Bank  of  the 
Republic  may  so  loan  is  limited  to  300,000  pesos  ($310,200). 


The  report  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  on  the  pro- 
duction of  alums  in  the  United  States  shows  that  the  total  output 
for  1914  was  313,712,000  pounds,  valued  at  $3,467,969,  compared  with 
276,294,000  pounds,  valued  at  $3,022,355,  in  1909. 
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MASEETS  FOB  SPOBTDTG  GOODS. 

COSTA  BICA. 
[Consul  Samuel  T.  Lee,  San  Jose,  June  19.) 

Most  of  the  cartridges  sold  in  Costa  Rica  are  for  revolver  shooting. 
The  importation  of  high-power  rifle  cartridges  is  prohibited,  except 
with  special  permission  granted  by  the  Minister  of  War.  Revolver 
cartridges  of  calibers  .32  and  ;38,  long  and  short,  S.  &  W.  design, 
are  in  greatest  demand,  and  a  smaller  quantity  of  the  C!olt  design  is 
imported.  The  Government  of  Costa  Rica  imports  Colt  cartridges, 
but  these  shipments  are  not  included  in  the  trade  statistics.  Shot- 
gun shells  of  16  and  20  gauge  are  the  most  popular.  Both  brass  and 
paper  shells  are  used.  There  is  also  a  smaller  dranand  for  .22  caliber 
short  and  long  rifle  cartridges  for  gallery  practice. 

The  United  States  is  the  chief  country  of  origin  for  tJiese  goods, 
and  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  Boston,  or  New  Orleans  prices  in  United 
States  currency  are  customary  and  well  understood. 

friees  of  Goods  Shipped  i*  Previews  Tears. 

A  leading  American  manufacturer,  under  date  of  July  22,  1914, 
invoiced  loaded  rifle  and  revolver  cartridges  to  a  local  buyer  at 
the  following  net  prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  terms  cash  on  receipt  of 
goods  (smokeless  powder,  per  thousand) :  Caliber  .32,  Colt,  new 
police,  metal  point,  $7.83 ;  caliber  .38,  Colt,  new  police,  metal  point, 
$8.91;  caliber  .32,  Colt,  new  police,  $6.48;  caliber  .32,  S.  &  W.,  diort, 
metal  point,  $7.02;  caliber  .32,  S.  &  W.,  long,  metal  point,  $7.83; 
caliber  .30,  Remington  rifle,  smokeless,  $23.94. 

An  invoice  dated  January  15, 1915,  shows  the  following  net  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  prices  for  shotgun  shells  (smokeless  powder,  per  thousand, 
16  or  20  gauge,  3  wads,  9  shot,  f  oimce  lead  per  shell) :  Brass  shells, 
$19.74;  paper  shells,  $11.69.  Latest  (]|uotations  show  an  advance  of 
approximately  10  per  cent  on  these  prices. 

lioaded  shotgun  shells,  brass  or  paper,  pay  duty  at  the  rate  of  1 
colon  per  kilogram  gross  weight  ($0.21  per  pound).  Loaded  revolver 
and  rifle  cartridges  of  .22  caliber  or  less  pay  2  colones  per  kilogram 
gross  weight  ($0.42  per  pound) ;  and  Uiose  of  caliber  greater  than 
.22  pay  3  colones  per  kilogram  gross  weight  ($0.63  per  pofond). 
There  is  also  a  surtax  of  2  jier  cent  or  5  per  cent  of  the  duty,  depend- 
ing on  the  Province  for  which  the  goods  are  intended. 

During  1914  and  1915  Costa  Rica  imported  revolver  and  rifle 
cartridges  and  shotgun  shells  valued  as  follows  (in  United  States 
currency) : 


CartTldcBS. 

SMtte. 

TeW. 

UM 

1>U 

1M4 

tta 

ttu 

na 

United  states 

I2,7W 

am 

WB 

"'^ 

Another 

Total 

2,999 

1,652 

i,as7 

SOJ 

4.246 

2,U7 

AdTertising  literature  ia  Spanish  Laagvage. 

The  leading  American  exporters  to  this  market  are  fumi^ng  the 
and  other  advertising  literature  in  Spanirfi, 
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accompanied  by  separate  export  price  lists,  also  in  Spanish.    These 

!>rice  lists  are  amended  from  time  to  time  by  multigraph  circular 
etters  in  Spanish,  and  in  this  way  the  importers  are  promptly  noti- 
fited  of  changes.  The  circulars  do  not  change  the  printed  price-list 
items,  but  simply  give  notice  of  changes  in  export  discounts  allowed. 
The  Spanidi  language  is  necessary  for  all  literature,  circulars,  and 
correspondence. 

The  vessels  of  the  United  Fruit  Co.,  sailing  regularly  from  New 
York,  Boston,  and  New  Orleans  furnish  ample  service  between  the 
United  States  and  Port  Lim6n,  Costa  Kica.  The  minimimi  bill  of 
lading  costs  $5,  and  30  cents  per  $100  of  value  is  usually  charged  for 
marine  insurance. 

[A  list  of  importers  of  sporting  ammunition  In  the  San  Jos^,  Costa  Rica,  con- 
salar  district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C!om- 
meree  or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78063.] 

FBAHCE. 
[Consul  Ecnnetb  S.  Patton.  La  Rochelle.  June  21.] 
Kaay  Pnrehmset  Hade  Tkrongrh  Paris  or  Bordeacx. 

The  market  for  tennis  rackets  and  balls  and  other  i^orting  goods 
in  the  La  Bochelle  district,  which  comprises  the  Departments  of  th« 
CSiarente,  Charente-Inferieure,  and  Deux-Sevres,  is  very  small  and 
frholly  retail.  No  stores  are  devoted  solely  to  the  sale  of  such  goods. 
The  department  stores,  which  are  invariably  links  in  a  series  of  sudi 
houses,  having  headquarters  and  purchasing  offices  at  Paris  or  Bor- 
deaux, are  perhaps  the  largest  handlers  of  sporting  goods.  In  some 
instances  a  member  of  a  club  is  an  agent  for  some  manufacturer,  and 
the  club  members  purchase  from  him.  It  is  not  infrequent  for  players 
desiring  superior  articles  to  purchase  directly  from  a  supply  house 
in  Bordeaux  or  Paris. 

Nearly  all  the  sporting  goods  sold  in  this  district  are  of  British 
origin.  The  bulk  of  these  goods  are  furnished  by  an  English  firm 
which  maintains  branches  at  Paris  and  Bordeaux. 

Backets  retail  here  at  prices  ranging  from  7  francs  to  40  francs, 
and  tennis  balls  from  18  francs  to  22  francs  a  dozen.  (The  rate  or 
exchange  is  now  about  6  francs  to  the  dollar. )  There  are  tennis  clubs 
at  Cognac,  Royan,  La  Rochelle,  and  Angouleme,  but  none  of  these 
maintain  their  activities  during  the  war: 

[A  list  of  department  stores  and  other  dealers  in  .sporting  goods  In  the  I>a 
Bochelle  consular  district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Burenn  of  Foreign  and 
Donestlc  Commeree  or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  6lo  No.  7815)8.] 


WATER  SUPPLY  FOB  XICHIOAS  FISHEBIES  SIATIOir. 

Congress  has  appropriated  ^,000  for  tlie  replacement  of  the  old 
tem-<xitta  pipe  at  the  Northville  (Mich.)  hatchery  of  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  with  an  iron  pipe  of  sufficient  size  to 
insure  a  reliable  water  supply.  Freshets  have  so  damaged,  the  origi- 
nal line  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  replace  portions  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  remainder  is  now  in  so  precarious  a  condition  as  to 
jeopardize  the  work  of  the  station.  The  new  pipe,  which  will  be  16 
inches  in  diameter  and  about  800  feet  long,  will  be  put  in  place  during 
the  fall.  «  1  1 
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BEEB  Airo  WHISKY  IN  lATIir-AHEBICAH  TBADE. 

DOMIKICAH  BEFTTBLIC. 
[Consul  Frank  Anderson  Henry,  Puerto  Plata,  June  39.] 

Beer  is  popular  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  as  shown  by  total 
imports  amounting  to  $147,182  in  1913  and  $105,079  in  1914.  Con- 
sumption in  the  Puerto  Plata  consular  district  is  more  than  40  per 
cent  of  the  total.  During  1915  imports  into  its  four  ports  were: 
Puerto  Plata,  $22,084;  Sanchez,  $19,239;  Samana,  $2,994;  Monte 
Cristi,  $1,694;  total,  71,611  gallons,  valued  at  $46,011. 

There  are  no  breweries  in  the  country,  so  that  all  supplies  have 
to  be  imported.  Before  the  European  war  the  greater  part  of  the 
beer  consumed  came  from  Germany,  although  the  United  States  had 
been  furnishing  small  but  anually  increasing  quantities  during  recent 
years.  The  situation  is  now  entirely  changed,  and  nearly  all  supplies 
are  received  from  the  United  States.    Light  beers  are  preferred. 

Prices  at  present  are  from  $6  to  $7  f.  o.  b.  New  York  per  barrel, 
containing  10  dozen  12-ounce  bottles.  The  local  selling  price  is  from 
$15  to  $18  per  barrel,  and  a  single  bottle  retails  at  25  cents  in  the 
hotels  and  cafes.  This  high  price,  which  naturally  restricts  con- 
sumption, is  partly  due  to  the  import  tariff  and  other  taxes  which 
are  levied.  According  to  paragraphs  1040  and  1041  of  the  Do- 
minican customs  tariff,  beer,  malt  extract,  and  all  similar  beverages 
pay  $6  per  hectoliter  (22.71  cents  per  gallon) ;  when  packed  in  bottles 
or  receptacles  other  than  wood,  the  rate  is  $8  per  hectoliter  (30.28 
cents  per  gallon).  There  are  also  consumption  taxes  charged  by  the 
different  municipalities. 

Host  of  Imported  Beer  is  Bottled. 

The  beer  imported  here  is,  with  negligible  exceptions,  bottled. 
These  bottles  are  packed  10  dozen  in  a  barrel.  The  bottle  is  usually 
protected  by  straw,  which  is  said  to  give  better  results  than  cor- 
rugated paper.  Barrels  should  be  firmly  closed  to  prevent  pilfering. 
As  the  customs  duties  are  assessed  by  measurement,  the  style  of  pack- 
ing would  not  affect  these  charges.  Insurance  of  all  kinds  is  desirable 
and  is  usually  assumed  by  the  exporter,  who  charges  it  in  his  price. 

Shipments  from  the  United  States  are  all  made  from  New  York 
by  steamers  of  the  Clyde  Steamship  Co.  Present  rates  on  beer  are 
60  cents  per  100  pounds  or  20  cents  per  cubic  foot,  plus  20  per  cent 
for  the  ports  of  Puerto  Plata,  Samana,  and  Sanchez,  and  plus  30  per 
cent  for  Monte  Cristi.  Steamships  leave  about  every  two  weeks  for 
Dominican  ports. 

Beer  is  imported  by  general  merchants  through  commission  houses 
in  New  York,  as  one  of  various  lines  of  their  regular  business.  In 
addition,  many  business  houses  have  agencies  for  well  known  and 
advertised  brands  of  American  beer.  Some  of  these  agents  merely 
take  orders,  while  in  other  instances  large  importing  houses  have 
exclusive  agencies  for  the  entire  Republic,  and  import  and  distribute 
on  their  own  account.  Some  of  the  large  firms  do  considerable 
advertising  in  the  local  newspapers,  and  are  liberally  supplied  with 
advertising  material  by  the  manufacturers.  Names  of  some  agents 
are  printed  on  the  labels,  but  usually  this  is  not  done.  No  particular 
color  or  style  of  label  is  necessary.    According  to  paragraph  1162 
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of  tiie  Dominican  customs  tariff,  lithographs,  posters,  calendars,  and 
folders  for  advertising,  haying  no  commercial  value  and  destined 
for  free  public  distribution,  are  imported  free  of  duty. 
Cieflit  Terns  amd  Locations  for  Agencies. 

Credit  terms  usually  vary  from  30  to  60  days  in  this  trade.  Com- 
misaons  differ  accorcung  to  circumstances,  but  in  the  case  of  agents 
who  merely  take  orders,  2  per  cent  is  sometimes  given.  Agencies 
are  sometimes  given  for  the  entire  Bepublic,  and  sometimes  they  are 
granted  for  the  northern  and  southern  halves  of  the  Republic.  In 
this  consular  district,  Sanitago  and  Puerto  Plata  are  the  principal 
towns,  and  would  probably  be  the  best  locations  for  agencies,  al- 
though there  are  other  places  of  some  commercial  importance.^  In 
introducing  a  new  brand,  difficulty  might  be  met  with  at  first  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  niunber  of  brands  already  represented,  but  a  good 
product,  backed  by  energetic  initial  efforts,  would  no  doubt  be  able 
to  secure  a  foothold. 

[A  list  of  bosineBB  houses  which,  so  far  as  Is  known,  have  not  already 
established  agencies,  but  would  be  Interested  in  sales  of  American  beer,  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices.    Refer  to  file  Na  78208.] 

H0SD11&A& 
[Coaaul  E.  IL  Lawtoo,  Tesudgalpa,  June  10.1 
Aaerteaa  Bottled  Beer  Feature  of  Trade. 

American  bottled  beer  is  imported  into  Honduras  in  gradually  in- 
creasing (quantities.  During  the  fiscal  year  1914-16,  $44,810  worth  of 
beer  was  imported,  of  whi<£  $42,091  represented  shipments  from  the 
United  States. 

Beer  is  usually  introduced  into  this  consular  district  through  ex- 
porting agents  in  New  York,  acting  either  in  conjunction  with  local 
commission  firms  here  or  on  direct  order  to  New  York  from  the 
dealer.  All  the  larger  dealers  here  are  importers.  The  most  popular 
method  of  packing  is  in  barrels  of  10  dozen  half -bottles,  with  prices 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  from  $6  to  $8.75  per  barrel.  Perhaps  one-sixth  of 
all  the  imports  of  beer  are  in  quart  ootUes. 

Light  beer  is  usually  preferred  here.  On  account  of  conditions  in 
this  climate,  bottles  of  dark  brown  or  green  glass  are  preferred. 
Labels  with  garish  colors  are  usually  preferred,  but  popuTar  brands 
always  bear  5ie  regulation  label.  Some  German  brands  in  the  past 
have  also  had  a  small  additional  label :  "  Importado  por  John  Smith 
y  Cia.,  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras."  American  manufacturers  have 
never  adopted  this  plan. 
XetlMds  of  Advertiaing  Em]M«y«d. 

The  brewery  here  carries  a  small  display  advertisement  in  the  local 
daily  paper,  but  foreign  beers  have  never  advertised  except  by  dis- 
play cards,  calendars,  or  similar  matter.  No  duty  is  assessed  on  ad- 
vertisements of  this  class  when  sent  by  mail  in  small  quantities.  By 
freight,  the  customs,  port,  and  municipal  charges  are  about  1  cent 
per  pound  in  American  currency.  Modest  display  cards  are  pre- 
ferred to  large  framed  lithographs,  as  the  latter  are  often  used  for 
home  interior  adornment  and  fail  of  their  intended  purpose.  It  is 
not  objectionable  to  place  a  small  amount  of  advertising  matter 
under  the  barrel  heads  of  bottled  shipments. 
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Packing  in  straw  is  satisfactory,  although  the  breakage  on  such 
packages  is  no  less  than  when  bottles  are  placed  in  individual  corru- 
gated-pn})er  cartons.  German  beers  were  usually  sent  here  in  boxes, 
but  American  boxes  of  5  dozen  half-bottles  usually  weigh  as  much  as 
German  boxes  of  66  or  72  bottles,  so  that  the  accepted  American 
packing  is  in  barrels  of  10  dozen  lOJ-ounce  bottles,  or  6  dozen  quart 
bottles.  The  average  breakage  is  about  6  small  bottles  to  the  barrel. 
There  is  seldom  any  serious  loss  from  pilfering,  and  no  system  of 
packing  seems  to  have  any  advantage  over  another  for  protection 
against  theft. 

The  import  tariff  on  beer  is  5  cents  silver  per  half  kilo,  or  at  the 
present  rate  of  exchange  (Honduras  peso  worth  40  cents  U.  S.  cur- 
rencgr)  2  cents  gold  for  1.1  pounds.  In  order  to  better  understand  the 
cost  of  a  shipment  from  New  York  to  Tegucigalpa,  there  is  given 
below  an  actual  case  of  a  shipment  of  10  barrels  of  beer,  weighing 
2,131  pounds:  Ocean  freight  to  Amapala,  $37.50;  customs  duty, 
$38.76;  customs  surtaxes,  $6.78;  road  and  warehouse  tax,  $3.87;  har- 
bor tax,  $7.74;  receiving  charges,  $3.24;  commission,  $4;  lighterage 
to  mainland,  $6.50;  customs  policies,  checking,  etc.,  $2.70;  commission 
charges  at  subport,  $0.80;  freight  to  Tegucigalpa,  $25.50;  munici- 
pal tax  (Tegucigalpa),  $8.52;  total  $145.91. 

To  this  must  be  added  the  cost  of  consular  invoice  and  any  broker- 
age charges  at  point  of  shipment,  besides  deducting  for  breakages, 
deterioration,  etc.    A  half  bottle  usually  retails  in  this  city  for  30 
cents. 
Xereliaiits  Have  Braaoh  Stores  In  Smaller  Towns. 

Merchandise  of  this  sort  is  not  handled  by  distributing  agents, 
but  as  most  of  the  more  important  merchants  here  have  from  1  to  20 
branch  stores  in  smaller  towns  throughout  this  consular  district,  the 
imports  received  here  are  distributed  to  the  several  branch  stores. 
Merchants  here  usually  buy  for  cash,  or  their  orders  are  financed 
by  local  banks  or  through  exporting  houses,  so  that  credit  matters 
are  not  usually  considered,  but  when  credit  terms  are  extended,  the 
usual  time  is  four  months  from  date  of  invoice.  The  more  important 
houses  are  quoted  by  Dun  and  Bradstreet  and  the  Banco  de  Comer- 
cio  or  Banco  Atlantida  in  this  city  will  answer  inquiries  on  financial 
responsibility. 

Merchandise  must  be  routed  via  Panama  from  New  York  or  New 
Orleans,  or  direct  if  coming  from  San  Francisco.  Importers  al- 
ways expect  goods  to  be  insured  against  damage  and  theft  to  Teguci- 

The  popular  bottled  goods  sold  in  this  district  are  only  those 
brands  manufactured  by  firms  which  send  traveling  salesmen  to 
Central  America.  A  few  years  ago  a  certain  well-faiown  whisky 
was  sold  here.  The  visits  of  the  traveling  agent  ceased,  and  within 
two  years  sales  of  that  brand  had  ceased.  The  traveling  representa- 
tives unquestionably  control  the  trade  in  this  line  of  goods. 

[A  list  of  Importers  of  beer  In  the  Tegucigalpa  conerolar  district  may  be 
obtained  from  tbe  Biirenn  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78103.] 
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AB&KHTIHA. 
[Conavl  WllUam  Dawson,  Jr.,  Rosarlo,  Jane  2.] 
iMrease  is  Prlee  of  WUiky  Suriag  fkst  Two  Years. 

Hie  price  of  whisky  in  Argentina  has  increased  considerably 
daring  the  past  two  years,  as  a  result  of  the  war  and  internal  taxa- 
tion. This  is  shown  by  figures  representing  the  prices  paid  to  im- 
porters, generally  exclusive  agents,  by  wholesale  grocery  dealers  at 
Sosario  lor  cases  of  twelve  l-quart  bottles,  including  import  duty  and 
internal  revenue  and  stanu)  ta!xes.  There  is  a  discount  of  5  per  cent 
for  cash  within  30  days.  These  prices,  for  July,  1914,  and  May,  1916, 
reepectively,  are:  White  Horse,  $15.29,  increased  to  $18.89;  Old 
Smu^er,  $15.29  to  $17.28;  Antiquary,  $19.43  to  $22.08;  Johnnie 
Walker— White  label,  $15.29  to  $18.89;  red  label,  to  $22.29;  black 
label,  to  $24.84;  Dewar— Blue  label,  $12.74  to  $19.53;  white  label,  to 
$24.20. 

The  rise  in  price  of  different  brands  depends  largely  on  demand 
and  stocks  on  hand.  Dealers  state  that  the  price  is  rising  steadily, 
and  that  -whisW  imported  now  could  not  be  sold  at  the  prices  quoted 
in  May.  Wholesalers,  in  selling  to  retailers,  make  a  profit  ot  from 
2  to  5  paper  pesos  ($0.88  to  $2.20)  per  case,  according  to  the  size  of 
the  order  and  the  standing  and  importance  of  the  customer. 

A  certain  demand  in  Argentina  for  whisky  is  largely  explained  by 
the  conaderable  number  of  Englishmen  resident  in  Argentina  and 
the  important  English  flipping  in  Argentine  ports.  The- demand 
xaum^  natives  and  foreigners  of  Latin  origin  is  small.  Very  little 
American  whisky  is  consumed  in  this  district.  It  is  used  at  Rosario 
for  mixing  American  cocktails,  which  seem  to  be  losing  favor. 
Whisky  is  takeix  here  with  soda,  and  the  demand  is  for  Scotch 
whisky.  The  principal  club  attended  by  f oareigners  at  Rosario'  has 
four  or  five  brands  of  English  and  only  one  American  whisky,  the 
last  mentioned  being  used  exclusively  for  cocktails. 
H«mdled  by  EzclnslTe  Agencies  ia  Bueaos  Aires. 

Hiis  <^ice  knows  of  no  firms  at  Boeario  which  would  be  likely 
to  be  interested  in  importing  American  whisky.  Alcoholic  beverages 
as  a  rule  are  handled  by  exclusive  agents  in  Buenos  Aires,  who  place 
subagencies  at  points  where  they  have  no  branches.  If  American 
whisky  could  be  introduced  successfully  at  any  point  in  Argentina, 
tiiis  would  be  Buenos  Aires,  where  American  interests,  shipping,  and 
travel  are  growing  in  importance.  A  Buenos  Aires  agent  could 
handle  the  limited  demand  at  Rosario  himself,  or  place  a  subagency 
if  necessary.  The  leading  English  brands  of  whisky  are  very  exten- 
sively advertised  by  posters,  in  cafes,  bars,  and  magazines,  and  on 
theater  curtains. 

•  Cheap  whisky  is  made  to  a  limited  extent  in  Argentina.  Distillers 
not  infrequently  improve  their  pi-oduct  by  mixing  it  with  imported 
whisky. 

Whisky  in  bottles  of  a  strength  not  exceeding  50°  C.  per  liter  is 
classified  under  paragraph  802  of  the  Argentine  import  tarifP,  and 
is  subject  to  a  specific  duty  of  30  gold  centavos  (28.95  cents)  per 
bottle.  To  tills  must  be  added  a  surtax  of  2  per  cent  assessed  on  all 
imports  the  duty  on  which  is  10  per  cent  or  over,  thus  making  the 
import  duty  in  reality  29J  cents  per  bottle.    Whisky  in  casks  or 
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demijohns  not  exceeding  50°  0.  per  liter  is  classified  under  para- 
graph 301  of  the  import  tariff,  and  is  subject  to  a  specific  duty  of  30 
gold  centavos  per  liter  (0.2641T  gallon),  which,  with  the  usual  surtax 
of  2  per  cent,  is  equivalent  to  $1.12  per  gallon.  In  addition  to  tJie 
foregoing  import  duties  the  Argentine  tariff  prescribes  certain  of- 
ficial charges  for  customs  handling,  storage,  and  statistics  which 
amount  to  a  trifle  less  than  1  per  cent  of  the  value  of  merchandise. 

Internal-Bevenne  Tax  Kodlfled. 

The  internal-revenue  tax  on  imported  whisky  was  modified  in 
February,  1915,  and  is  now  1  paper  centavo  (0.424t>  cent,  or  4J  mills) 
per  degree  of  alcohol  (centigrade)  per  liter  (1.05668  quarts,  or  0.26417 
gallon).  This  is  practically  equivalent  to  a  tax  of  4  mills  per  quart 
for  each  degree  of  alcohol  (centigrade).  Whisky  is  further  subject 
to  a  stamp  tax  (estampillado),  which  was  increased  in  Februa^, 
1915,  from  30  to  42  paper  centavos  (12.7  to  17.8  cents)  per  liter.  In 
the  case  of  bottled  whisky,  the  full  rate  for  1  liter  is  levied  on  bottles 
containing  from  one-hali  liter  to  1  liter. 

[An  article  on  wines  and  liquors  in  Argentina  was  published  in  Coumesck 
Reports  for  May  25,  1915.] 


AMEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspoiidence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
Tenue. 

Address. 

KoM,  Japan 

Aug.  1.5 
Aug.  10 
Sept.   6 
Aug     5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 

Department  of  Slate,  Washington,  D.C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street  Norfolk-  Va. 

Cooke,  A.  B 

Patras,  cfreece 

HuddersReld,  England 

Tientsin,  China 

Durban,  Natal,  South 

Alrlca. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Chetoo, China 

Erfurt,  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
PortAntonlo.Jamaics. 
Karachi,  India 

Hale,  F  D 

Lunenburg,  Vt 

Fisher  Fred  D  

Albany,  Greg. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Apartment  No.  7.5,  The  Bnmswlek, 

Washington.  D.  C.    . 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  B»- 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,Wa3hlngton,  D.C. 
Do. 

Masterson,  William  W 

Honaghan,!.  C 

Jewell,  John  F 

Komper,  Cfmham  H 

27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Ho. 

HatoUine.  Ross 

LalDg,  Jam«s  Oliver 

Ihstrict  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Castomhonse;  Boston,  elgrhteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Baildintf;  St.  Loais,  408  Third 
Kational  Banlc  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Bnildln;;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  307  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Bnllding.  Cooperative  district  offices:  CleTcland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Qen'l  7rt.  Agt.,  C.  K.  0.  A  T.  F 
By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Sonth  American  Agent,  Southern 
By.  Co.,  Chattacooga,  Tenn. 
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EZFOBIS  FROM  FLOEElfCE  TO  UHITEI)  STATES. 

[Oomsa!  F.  T.  V.  Doaaat,  Florence,  Italy,  Jnly  IS.] 

Tl»  declared  exports  frran  tbe  consular  district  of  Florence  for 
the  United  States  during  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1916,  -were 
the  heaviest  in  the  history  of  this  office,  their  total  value  being 
$3,001,995,  compared  with  $1,380,140  and  $1,577,757  during  similar 
pmods  in  1915  and  1914,  respectively. 

Heavy  increases  are  shown  in  exports  of  antiquities,  clover  seed, 
raw  hemp,  straw  braids,  hats,  printing  paper,  wine,  etc.  Special  per- 
mits are  required  by  the  Italian  Government  to  export  foodstuffs,  and 
only  such  quantities  as  are  not  needed  within  the  country  can  go 
oat.  Tlie  exports  of  such  articles  have  been  affected  accordingly. 
The  export  of  metals  is  forbidden ;  special  licenses  were  required  for 
the  small  quantities  shown  in  the  list  of  exports.  The  increase  in 
exports  of  antiquities  is  likely  to  continue,  as  many  dealers  are 
removing  their  entire  stocks  to  the  United  States.  The  silk  crop 
was  bought  by  speculators  from  northern  Italy,  and  in  consequ^ice 
mme  was  exported  from  this  di^rict.  High  exchange  has  had  much 
to  do  with  promoting  increased  exports. 

Trlncipal  Articles  and  Their  Value. 

Hie  following  table  siiows  the  articles  and  their  value  invoiced  for 
the  United  States  at  the  Flmr^ice  consulate  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1914,  1916,  and  1916: 


Articles. 


Jan.^Jtma, 
1914. 


TaiL-JaiM, 
1915. 


Taii..Ian«, 

191«; 


AaUqoitiM. 
BaSa. 


OMen 

CtovvrMed 

BBbndderiu  imd  laees. 
Fmittiu*.. 


138.140 

110,400 

7,115 

«,«98 

t7,S8S 


ne,407 

81.98S 

7,847 

7,108 

136,376 


HcDq>,  law.  Til  aids,  or  plstBaux. 

nnmiinoldtfeete 

IIij<dlcas 

IbrUes,  worked , 


OitveoO. 


Fuer, 
Pastes, 
ParoelaiDS 


SBc,IBV 


Stnwtnids: 

NetUeadied 

BkMbed 

Straw  bats: 

Kot  blocked 

Blocked  

I^Kn  coltas 

'Nf'^"  piMrtfB  ■ 

VesetakHs,  pnMtTed . 

wSe.stDl 

All  oUier  articlei 


28,345 
33,451 
S(B,337 

3,985 

5,000 
72,082 

3,176 

1,982 
60,366 

4,426 
18,013 
(•) 

1,583 
73,971 

4,111 

»  111,733 


6  275,838 

12,566 
»,7»7 


19,214 

14,129 

276,318 

4.289 

5,300 
35,769 
4,138 
8,565 
10,161 
12,072 
13,414 

3,850 


131,514 

648,797 

11,883 

2,911 

64,208 

240,707 

33,357 

17,204 

887,631 

580 

12,809 

43,518 

9,512 

88 

7,049 

24,288 

14,051 

3,829 


9,(37 
» 242.047 

»  395,365 

3,908 
17,  IM 


29,192 
51,416 


27,629 
24,549 


2,516 

244,175 
74,490 

463,288 

161,603 

4,3a 

863 

8,919 

81,167 

56,708 


Total „ 1,677,757 


1,380,140 


3,661,995 


■  Included  with  nwjolicas  in  1914  and  1915. 
*  Not  eeparated  Ib  1914  end  IIU. 


Exports  to  the  island  possessions  of  the  United  States  are  not 
included  in  the  above  totals.  In  the  first  six  months  of  1916  cigarette 
paper  to  the  value  of  $1,621  was  invoiced  for  the  Philippines. 
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FOBEIOH  TBABE  OFFOSTUIHTIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrea.ii.  and  Ita  diatrlet  olllcea.  Reqaest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atiite  opportnoltr  muBbeir. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  reBponBiblUty  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Shoet,  umbrella  rtbe,  etc.,  No.  22039. — ^The  representative  of  an  Australian  firm 
is  in  tbe  United  States  with  a  view  to  purchasing  and  arranging  agencies 
for  shoes,  brasher  leathers  for  hats,  galloons  (outside  bat  bands),  can- 
isters, umbrella  ribs,  and  general  merchandise.  Goods  will  be  paid  for 
t.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment.    References. 

Food  products,  etc.,  No.  22040. — The  representative  of  a  Venezuelan  firm  Is  in 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  for  exclusive  agencies,  on 
a  commission  basis,  in  Venezuela,  for  wheat  flour ;  rice ;  hams ;  alimen- 
tary products  in  general ;  cliemical  products ;  sheet  iron ;  pharmaceutical 
supplies;  soap,  machinery  for  mailing  soap  boxes,  and  tacks;  toilet  ar- 
ticles ;. cotton  and  silk  hosiery  ;  slieet  celluloid ;  and  llnoleuriis  and  oil  cloths. 
References. 

Machinery,  No.  22041. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Chile  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  man  wlio  desires  to  get  Information  relative  to 
machinery  for  tlie  manufacture  of  safety  matches ;  also  prices,  etc.,  of  all 
materials  used  in  making  matciies,  boxes,  etc.  He  also  desires  catalogues, 
etc.,  of  macliinery  for  equipping  a  small  flour  mill.  Correspondence  in 
Spanish.    Reference. 

Fiber,  hides,  etc..  No.  22042. — A  representative  of  a  Mexican  import  and  export 
firm  informs  the  Bureau  that  his  firm  is  in  a  position  to  export  ixtle 
fiber,  hides,  wool,  pecans,  and  candelelia  wax  from  Mexico.    Reference. 

Uachincru,  No.  22043. — A  merchant  in  Porto  Rico  desires  to  communicate  with 
manufacturers  or  selling  agents  of  machines  for  the  utilization  of  coconut 
husks  and  for  the  manufacture  of  coconut  fiber. 

Pianos,  clothing,  etc.,  No.  22044. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  re- 
Ijorts  that  a  woman  who  contemplates  a  trip  to  Russia  desires  to  be  placed 
in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  the  following  lines  for  representation  in 
that  country :  Pianos,  women's  clothing,  shoes,  gloves,  thread,  candy,  music, 
and  mechanical  musical  instruments. 

Motor  cycles,  No.  22045. — A  motor  cycle  dealer  in  Norway  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  motor  cycles.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Quo- 
tations f.  o.  b.  New  York.    Cash  against  documents  will  be  paid. 

Macliinery,  electrical  supplies,  etc.,  No.  22046. — An  established  merchant  and 
electrical  engineer  from  Argentina,  who  is  now  In  the  United  States,  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  electrical,  agricultural,  and  in- 
dustrial machinery,  tools,  lubricating  oils,  and  electrical  supplies. 

Optical  goods.  No.  22047. — A  firm  in  India  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
of  its  desire  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers 
of  optical  goods,  such  as  pebbles  for  spectacles,  spectacle  frames,  opera 
glasses,  etc.  Illustrated  catalogues,  prices,  discounts,  and  terms  of  sale 
should  be  sent.    Prices  sliould  be  quoted  c.  I.  f.  destination. 

Belt  buckles.  No.  22048. — An  American  consular  officer  in  China  reports  that 
a  tailor  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  high  grade  sliding  belt  buckles.    Reference.    Terms,  cash. 

Utecl  hoops  and  wire  nails,  No.  22049. — ^A  commission  merchant  In  France  asks 
the  Bureau  to  furnish  him  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  soft-steel  hoops 
for  casks  and  cases,  and  of  wire  naila. 

Glass  bottles,  No.  22050. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom 
writes  that  a  firm  of  wholesale  manufacturing  chemists  and  perfumers 
desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  white  flint 
and  opal  glass  bottles. 
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BISCOVEBT  OF  OH  OH  HAULLAOA  BIVEB,  FEEIT. 

tConsnl  George  H.  Plckerell,  Para,  Brasll,  July  15.] 

An  American  citizen  who  has  just  arrived  in  Para  after  complet- 
ing a  transcontinental  trip  from  Lima,  Peru,  states  that  while  he 
wa's  in  Iquitos  reports  were  current  of  the  discovery  of  oil  on  the 
Hnallaga  River,  about  two  days'  journey  from  a  small  town  in  Peru 
known  as  Yurimaguas.  Samples  of  this  oil  have  been  secured  and 
found  to  be  of  good  quality,  with  the  result  that  various  investiga- 
tions concerning  the  value  of  the  discovery  are  under  way. 


BUSINESS  CABS  FOB  BTTSmESS  MEN. 

[Consul  Talbot  J.  .\lb«rt,  Brunswick,  Germany,  July  13.] 

Great  business  activity  is  expected  in  Germany  after  the  war,  and 
the  question  is  being  discussed  in  the  Brunswick  press  as  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  having  special  compartments  in  the  cars  of  express 
trains  for  business  men.  It  is  suggested  that  these  compai-tments 
be  fitted  up  with  a  table  covered  with  green  cloth,  suitable  chairs, 
writing  materials,  and  other  appropriate  articles,  this  special  service 
being  analogous  to  sleeping  and  dining  car  service.  It  is  believed 
that  there  will  be  a  demand  for  such  cars,  and  that  business  men  will 
gladly  pay  an  extra  fare  for  the  conveniences  furnished. 

The  chambers  of  commerce  of  two  cities  have  already  sent  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works  petitions  for  the  introduction  of  this 
improvement,  the  railroads  being  under  national  control. 


Botterdam  Hniiicipal  loan  Oversubscribed. 

Commercial  Attach^  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  at  The  Hague,  reports 
that  the  recent  municipal  loan  of  the  city  of  Rotterdam  of  $2,400,000, 
at  4i  per  cent,  was  oversubscribed  20  times.  There  is  an  abundance 
of.  money  in  the  Netherlands;  the  State  Bank,  for  example,  has 
$230,000,000  in  gold,  and  against  that,  the  outstanding  note  issue  is 
only  $262,000,000,  which  amounts  to  a  cover  of  «bout  88  per  cent. 
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BECIASEB  IMPOSTS  FSOM  SWAHSEA  TO  UHITED  STATES. 

[Consul  H.  K.  Moorhead,  Swansea,  Wales.] 

There  was  a  decrease  of  $84,850  in  the  value  of  the  articles  in- 
Yoioed  at  the  American  consulate  at  Swansea  for  the  United  States 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1916,  compared  with  the  same  period 
in  1915.  The  following  were  the  articles  invoiced,  with  their  value: 


Articles. 


Jan.-June, 
1«15. 


Jan.-Iune, 
1»1«. 


Artldes. 


Jan.-Jum, 
1915. 


Jan.-IaniL 

vna. 


Abrasive  materiala:  Rot- 
ten stone 

Animate,  for  breeding 
porpoees: 

Hoists  (one) 

Dogs  (two) 

Chemicals: 

Aetds,  oxalic 

Salts,  nickel 

Copper 

Regulusot 

Copper  scale 


t230 


1100 
1,4«0 


4,030 
13,720 


Hides  and  skins:  Sheep- 
skins  

Iron  and  steel: 

Ladles,  inm,  (Or  tap- 

persinelteis 

Tin  plates 

Total 


$138,330 


100 
25, 3» 


««2,ll0 


183,  < 


1OS.8I0 


23.940 


54,610 
9,980 


NEW  AIDS  TO  HAYIGATIOir  US  OHIO. 

Improvements  at  Conneaut  Harbor,  Ohio,  carried  out  by  the 
United  States  Engineers  necessitate  a  rearrangement  of  the  a  ids.  to 
navigation.  Included  in  the  operations  is  the  removal  of  the  break- 
water picfhead  on  which  the  present  Conneaut  Harbor  light  and 
fog  signal  are  situated.  The  commerce  of  Conneaut  Harbor  is  ex- 
tensive, the  number  of  vessels  entering  and  departing  being  about 
3,000,  with  a  total  registered  tonnage  of  about  9,000,000. 

An  appropriation  of  $63,500  for  a  light  and  fog  signal  and  improv- 
ing the  present  aids  to  navigation  in  Conneaut  Harbor  was  provided 
in  the  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1,  1916. 

The  work  consists  of  building  a  suitable  structure  for  the  main 
light  (an  oil-vapor  light)  on  the  new  west  breakwater  pierhead,  and 
replacing  the  present  fog  bell,  which  is  inadequate,  by  a  modem 
compressed-air  siren.  Construction  will  include  a  concrete  base  and 
the  superstructure  and  riprapping  of  the  foundations.  The  changes 
are  to  be'made  under  instructions  from  the  United  States  Lighthouse 
Service. 

OLASS-BOTTLE  TBADE  OF  lOIBE. 

ICoasul  William  B.  Hant,  St.  Etlennc,  France.] 

Rive  de  Gier,  St.  Romain  le  Puy,  and  Veauche  (Loire)  are  the 
recognized  centers  for  the  manufacture  of  glass  bottles  in  the  Loire 
basin,  the  greater  part  of  the  production  being  consumed  by  the 
mineral  springs  in  the  region.  The  production  of  bottles  in  1915 
is  estimated  at  30,000,000.  compared  with  62,000,000  in  1913. 

The  wholesale  prices  of  bottles  increased  about  30  per  cent,  ad- 
vancing from  $2.89  per  100  in  1914  to  $3.86  per  100  in  1915.  The 
scarcity  of  skilled  labor  greatly  decreased  the  output.  There  were 
only  950  workmen  employed  in  bottle  making  in  1915,  compared 
with  2,400  during  the  preceding  year,  while  50  per  cent  of  the  oveiis 
were  shut  down. 
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DATE  FCZED  FOB  COKIOSSIOFS  TBIP  TO  FBAITCE. 

The  American  Industrial  Commission  to  France  will  start  from 
New  York  at  a  somewhat  later  date  than  was  originally  planned.  It 
h$s  been  decided  that  the  party  will  sail  Saturday,  August  26,  on  the 
steamer  Lafayette. 

The  commission  has  been  organized  by  the  directors  of  the  Ameri- 
can Manufacturers'  Export  Association,  and  the  postponement  of 
the  time  of  departure  was  suggested  to  enable  the  French  officials 
to  give  additional  time  to  the  perfection  of  their  arrangements  for 
receiving  the  commission.  These,  it  has  already  been  announced, 
.are  to  be  of  an  elaborate  and  unusual  nature.  They  have  also  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  the  American  visitors  should  enjoy  the  greater 
comforts  of  the  premier  vessel  of  the  line  on  which  they  are  to  sail. 

The  change  in  date  makes  possible  the  participation  of  several 
important  representatives  who  would  have  been  unable  to  make  the 
trip  at  an  earlier  time.  An  official  announcement  of  the  personnel 
is  to  be  made  a  few  days  before  the  sailing.  The  export  association 
states  that  the  utmost  interest  in  the  commission  has  been  displayed 
by  many  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  all  sections  of  the  United 
States. 

BEITISH  EHTEBPSISE  IK  CATAIOaTJE  DISTBIBUTION. 

[Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Haveng,  Santiago,  June  20.] 

English  manufacturers  are  cooperating  in  the  publication  of  a 
series  of  uniform  catalogues,  printed  in  English,  French,  and  Span- 
ish, which  are  to  be  distributed  gratuitously  to  importers  in  all  nai'ts 
of  the  world.  Circulars  sent  to  a  firm  in  Santiago  sliow  these  Eng- 
lish catalogues  as  cloth  bound,  in  volumes  according  to  the  classi- 
fication of  the  merchandise  listed,  and  so  arranged  that  any  article 
or  any  manufacturer  can  be  easily  found.  The  general  classifications 
4>f  textiles,  hardware,  drugs,  construction  materials,  etc.,  are  sub- 
divided, and  importers  are  asked  to  mark  on  application  blanks  the 
special  lines  in  which  they  are  interested,  when  the  volumes  con- 
taining these  sections  will  be  forwarded.  The  cost  of  publishing 
these  catalogues  is  estimated  at  $250,000,  and  in  addition  to  this  the 
English  exporters  offer  to  pay  freight  and  duty  on  them  in  the 
distribution  to  prospective  customers. 

NEW  STEEL  FISH-DISTBIBirTING  CABS. 

In  conformity  with  the  policy  of  "  safety  first "  which  the 
Department  of  Commerce  has  adopted,  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Fisheries  is  making  an  effort  to  replace  its  wooden  cars  with  those 
of  modern  steel  construction.  One  has  just  been  placed  in  service, 
and  Congress  has  appropriated  $40,000  for  the  construction  of  tw  o 
others. 

The  six  cars  in  use  traveled  149j954  miles  during  the  past  5'ear 
and,  although  they  met  with  no  accidents,  the  danger  to  which  they 
are  subjected  when  used  with  heavy  up-to-date  rolling  stock  makes 
it  necessary  that  the  Government  should  itself  use  the  same  improved 
equipment  which  it  requires  of  others.  These  cars  carry  the  little 
fish  from  the  bureau's  hatcheries  to  the  waters  in  which  they  are 
to  be  planted,  a  service  which  covers  every  State  in  the  country. 
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EXPEBIEVCE  OF  TAHHUO  deMPAlTT  IV  OBDTA. 

[Coniul  Oeneral  Thomas  SammoBa,  Bhanghal,  liar  25.] 

Imports  of  various  kinds  of  leather  into  China,  amounting  ap- 
proximately to  $4,000,000  annually,  are  sufficiently  liu-ge  to  have 
caused  tentative  proposals  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  for  the 
est«^Ushment  of  tanneries  at  Shanghai  to  meet  local  market  de- 
mands. As  the  affairs  of  the  Shanghai  Tannery  Co.  are  being  liqui- 
dated, details  of  the  tmdertaking  from  its  inception  may  prove  of 
value. 

The  Shanghai  Tannery  Co.  (Ltd.)  was  formed  in  1906  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  100,000  taels  ($76,000).  The  paid-up  capital 
was  70,000  taels  ($53,200),  with  stock  of  5,000  taels  ($3,800)  face 
value,  presented  to  one  of  the  persons  interested  as  compensation 
for  work  in  promoting  the  formation  of  the  company  and  superin- 
tending the  construction  of  the  plant. 

At  the  outset,  it  was  intended  that  the  principal  product  should  be 
sole  and  harness  leather,  but  the  limited  amount  of  available  work- 
ing capital  was  inadequate  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  slow 
"pit"  process  that  had  been  installed.  Moreover,  it  is  stated  that 
too  much  of  the  available  capital  was  laid  out  in  the  construction  of 
the  plant. 

The  pits  were  constructed  in  the  wrong  proportions  for  the  tanning 
of  sole  and  harness  leather.  Some  of  the  machines  that  were  ordered 
were  in  excess  of  the  requirements  and  were,  in  fact,  never  used.  It 
is  also  stated  that  the  quantity  of  leather  produced  did  not  justify 
an  input  of  more  than  200  hides  a  month  and  the  overhead  diarges 
were  disproportionate  to  the  production. 
Kanagement  Chantres  Hands  Several  Times. 

The  management  of  the  tannery  changed  hands  several  times,  but 
despite  the  changes  the  physical  and  financial  conditions  of  the  com- 
pany grew  steadily  worse  until,  in  1900,  some  new  capital  was  ob- 
tained and  it  was  decided  to  enlarge  the  plant  so  as  to  enable  it  to 
use  600  hides  a  month.  But  during  this  year  a  fire  of  unknown 
origin  badly  damaged  the  tannery.  The  insurance  company  paid 
75,000  taels  ($57,000),  and  it  was  decided  to  rebuild. 

Operations  were  commenced  immediately,  and  again  the  plant  was 
ready  for  work.  However,  the  company  was  soon  deeply  in  debt. 
In  1914  a  new  tanning  expert  was  secured,  and  he  substituted  the 
"drum"  system  for  the  antiquated  "pit"  process,  shortening  the 
time  required  for  tanning  from  six  or  eight  months  to  two  months. 
The  hides  are  kept  in  motion  by  means  of  a  moving  drum.  The 
motion  is  said  to  cause  them  to  absorb  the  tanning  material  much 
more  rapidly. 

After  this  change  in  method  the  condition  of  th  ^  company  im- 
proved. The  book  returns  obtained  by  the  "drum"  system  were 
quite  satisfactory.  It  is  said  the  tanmng  expert  in  charge  at  this 
time  was  using  quebracho  and  chestnut  extracts  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  material,  and  the  leather  obtained  by  this  process  was  good 
in  appearance  and  quality. 
Enters  into  Contract  with  Bussian  Oovernment 

In  October,  1914,  negotiations  were  commenced  W'th  the  object 
of  furnishing  boots  to  the  Russian  Government.    Subsequently  the 
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Shanghai  Tannery  CJo.  -  (Ltd.) ,  under  an  agreement  with  Russia, 
entered  into  a  contract  for  the  manufacture  of  100,000  pairs  of  boots 
a  month  for  10  months.  At  this  time  the  output  of  the  company 
ran  from  20,000  to  30,000  pounds  of  leather  a  month,  but  arrange- 
ments -were  made  to  increase  this  output  to  about  100,000  pounds  a 
month.  Seventeen  additional  drums  were  installed  and  great  quan- 
tities of  hides  especially  suited  for  the  contract  requirements  were 
fiurchased  at  prevailing  high  prices.  The  company  also  provided 
or  its  needs  in  tanning  extracts,  etc.,  for  10  months  ahead. 

One  mishap  after  another  is  said  to  have  interfered  with  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  tannery.  Shipments  of  supplies  were 
not  made  as  promised,  but  finally,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties, 
a  total  of  61,700  pairs  of  boots  were  shipped  to  Vladivostok.  The 
whole  shipment  was  refused.  The  resulting  loss  is  said  to  have  com- 
pelled the  company  to  liquidate  its  affairs. 

Had  Been  Able  to  Show  Profit  for  Tear. 

The  managers  of  the  Shanghai  Tannery  Co.  (Ltd.)  stated  that 
during  the  year  preceding  the  work  on  the  contract  the  company  had 
been  able  to  show  a  profit  for  the  first  time  since  its  inception. 

The  duty  on  sole  and  cow  hides  imported  into  China  amounts  to 
about  $1.87  per  133J  pounds,  and  on  calfskins,  kid,  patent,  and  col- 
;6red  leathers  approximately  $5.25  per  133J  pounds.  The  ad  valorem 
duty  on  other  kinds  of  leather  is  5  per  cent. 

[Articles  on  the  Chinese  market  for  leather  were  published  In  Couuebce 
Refokts  for  Jan.  21  and  Feb.  29,  1916.] 


EXPORTS  OF  WOLFBAH  AITD  ANTXHONY  FROM  BOLIVIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  F.  Montavon,  Lima,  Peru,  June  14.] 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  present  year  Bolivia  exported 
through  the  ports  of  Antofagasta,  Arica,  and  Mollendo  11,950 
Spanish  quintals  (1,211^730  pounds)  of  wolfram.  The  average  price 
for  this  wolfram,  cotataming  65  per  cent  tun^ic  acid,  was  approxi- 
mately $160.  Of  the  total  amount  exported  75  per  cent  went  to  the 
United  States  and  25  per  cent  to  Europe. 

Oruro  has  enjoyed  preeminence  among  the  centers  of  production : 
69.52  per  cent  of  the  wolfram  was  produced  in  the  Oruro  field,  19.14 
at  La  Paz  and  the  remainder  at  Potosi.  The  bulk  of  the  shipments 
were  made  from  the  port  of  Antofagasta  because  of  its  direct  com- 
munication with  Oruro. 

The  above  data  refer  only  to  the  exportation  and  do  not  indicate 
the  amount  of  production.  It  is  said  that  considerable  quantities 
of  the  ore  are  being  purchased  and  stored  until  the  close  of  the  war 
in  Europe. 

Although  antimony  had  always  occupied  a  place  of  secondary  im- 
portance in  Bolivia,  in  the  first  three  months  of  191^  the  exports  of 
this  mineral  amounted  to  approximately  $1,500,000.  The  custom- 
house records  show  an  exportation  during  tnis  period  of  6,524,000 
kilos  (14^82,950  pounds)  of  sulphate  compound,  whereas  during 
January-March,  1915,  the  production  was  only  462,000  kilos  (1,018,- 
535  pounds). 
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FOSEIOV  OOKMEBCE  OF  THE  UVITED  SIA^  FOE  JUME. 

A  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  for  June 
has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  impcvts  and  exports,  by 
great  groups,  auring  the  month  and  the  12  months  ended  June,  are 
presented  m  the  foUowing  statement: 


Qroups. 

Month  of  JOM- 

12  months  ended  June— 

1016 

191S 

1916 

191$ 

niFOKn. 

Grade  materials  for  use  in  manutacturing 

Foodstufb  in  erode  condition  and  food  ani- 
mt^ljf                                                    

«100,270.030 

22,264,109 
42,776.548 
45,769.329 
33.700,430 
1,014,092 

181,347,388 

18,079,203 

20,558,073 

24,690,096 

21,651,230 

460,190 

1944.105,228 

251,833,794 
309,708,717 
369,441,601 
315,353,634 
17,440,636 

8575,367,^44 

223,9»^SM 
285.735^ 
237,i;«,Ca2 
3SS,8n,«i 

Foodstuffs  partly  or  wholly  manufactured 

Manufoctures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing. 

16,104,791 

Total  imports 

245,795,438 

157,006,140 

2,197,883,510 

1,674,169,740 

EXrOBTS. 

Crude  materials  for  use  In  manulactiiTiiig 

Foodstofb  in  crude  condition  and  food  animals. 

FoodstoHs  partly  or  wholly  manulkctured 

Uanufactuns  for  further  use  in  manufacturing. 
Manufactures  ready  for  consumptton 

57,162,830 
22,805,895 
M,063,S43 
81,217,782 
237,515,050 
5,474,137 

30,47S,«41 
25,964,226 
46,304,685 
40,079,374 
110,539,947 
10,608,378 

686,180.712 
380,710,902 
516,071,8(2 
682,640,838 
1,116,367,492 
100,418,908 

510,455,540 
507,008,179 
454.  its,  «M 

365, 863, 33* 

lliscelUmeoiLi           

Total  doramf  iv.  eicports 

450,239,938 
5.544,382 

264.145,051   4,272,397,774 
4,402,366        61,261,091 

2,716,178,46s 

S2,4I0,Sn 

Total  exports 

464,784,318 

288,547,416 

4,333,658,865 

2,788,589,340 

Exports  of  principal  items  under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  in 
June,  1916,  were:  Horses,  $4,523,030;  mules,  $1,824,902;  and  seeds, 
$87,655;  and  for  12  months  ending  with  June  1916:  Horses, 
$73,631,146;  mules,  $22,946,312,  and  seeds,  $3,494,196. 


EZFOKTS  OF  HAY  FBOK  ITEW  BBTTNSWICE. 

(Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Canada.] 

The  Order- in-Council  passed  at  Ottawa  on  June  1,  lifting  the  pro- 
hibition of  exporting  liay  to  various  countries,  has  had  some  eiffect 
on  the  hay  market  in  this  district,  and  probably  throughout  the 
Province.  Shipments  for  which  invoices  were  certified  at  the  St. 
Stephen  consulate  during  the  last  week  of  June  were  valued  at  the 
rate  of  from  $16  to  $18  per  short  ton.  The  local  price  paid  by 
dealers  was  $18  and  they  were  selling  to  small  consumers  at  $20. 

The  Department  of  Apiculture  writes  from  Fredericton  that  there 
will  probably  be  "a  sufficient  amount  of  hay  in  the  Province  this 
season  "  and  that  "  large  quantities  of  old  hay  are  held  by  the  ship- 
pers and  farmers,  who  have  been  imable  to  ship  to  the  United 
(states "  on  account  of  the  Dominion's  order  forbidding  its  exporta- 
tion to  certain  countries  since  December,  1915. 

A  Light  List  for  the  upper  Mississippi  River  and  tributaries, 
Thirteenth  Lighthouse  District,  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States 
Lighthouse  Service.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Division  of 
Publications,  Department  of  Commerce,  iWashington,  D.  C,  or  from 
the  lighthouse  inspector  at  Rock  Island,  HI. 
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IHTSOBTTCIKG  HEW  BSABBS  IN  HAITI. 

[Special  Ageat  Qarrard  Darrls.] 

The  problem  of  how  to  introduce  a  new  brand  of  goods  into  the 
markets  of  tropical  America  has  often  caused  much  worry  to  the 
United  States  exporter  and  has  frequently  resulted  in  much  needless 
expenditure  of  money.  The  best  method  to  use  depends,  of  course, 
largely  upon  the  article  to  be  introduced.  In  the  case  of  staples,  and 
as  regards  the  Haitian  market,  newspaper  advertising  is  inadvisable, 
since  the  newspaper  readers  of  Haiti  constitute  an  exceedingly  small 
proportion  of  the  Republic's  1,750,000  population. 

If  the  article  to  be  introduced  is  a  staple,  it  is  best  to  adopt  some 
easily  remembered  device  as  a  trade-mark,  and  then  to  devote  the 
money  that  would  ordinarily  be  spent  in  advertising  to  the  lowering 
of  the  introductory  price  of  the  goods.  If  the  article  be  of  a  better 
quality  than  is  usually  sold  at  that  figure,  its  fame  will  spread  by 
word  of  mouth  and  a  demand  be  thus  created.  Once  firmly  intro- 
duced, and  the  quality  faithfully  maintained,  the  price  can  gradually 
be  raisedj  for  after  the  Haitian  is  won  over  to  a  particular  brand,  he 
will  persist  in  buying  it  even  at  a  higher  price. 

Haitians  Loyal  to  Trade-Karks. 

Illustrating  the  tenacity  with  which  the  Haitians  cling  to  an  article 
once  established  among  them  and  to  a  trade-mark  witn  which  they 
are  familiar,  may  be  cited  the  experience  of  a  certain  merchant  of 
Jeremie.  He  ran  out  of  a  machete  long  popular  in  the  country, 
which  was  manufactured  in  England  and  bore,  stamped  upon  the 
steel,  the  device  of,  say,  an  alligator.  The  merchant  knew  of  another 
merchant  over  at  Aux  Cayes  who  had  received  a  shipment  of  machetes 
from  the  United  States,  so  sent  over  and  bought  a  half  dozen  cases 
of  them.  Not  a  one  could  he  sell.  The  natives  would  examine  the 
blades,  and  look  for  the  alligator  on  the  metal.  Not  finding  it,  they 
would  not  buy.  They  did  witliout  until  some  alligator  machetes  were 
obtained  from  England,  and  it  entailed  an  eight  or  nine  months'  wait. 
The  merchant  has  those  other  machetes  yet.  He  can  not  get  rid  of 
them  at  any  price. 
Tlctciiil  Aids — Introducing  Specialties. 

It  is  possible  to  assist  the  sales  by  some  advertising  matter;  for 
instance,  in  the  case  of  flour,  by  attractive  pictures  of  loaves  of  bread 
or  of  pastry,  with  the  device  under  which  the  floui-  is  sold  as  pnrt  of 
the  picture.  The  advertising  must  be  so  simple  and  obvious  as  to 
need  no  written  explanation.  Small  cards  or  pictures  which  tiie 
people  can  put  up  in  their  houses  are  of  value,  but  posters,  bills,  large 
lithographs,  and  the  like  with  much  printing  on  them  are  of  litt'c 
or  no  account. 

In  the  case  of  certain  articles  not  staples,  which  appeal  to  tli? 
class  able  to  read  and  write  (who  are  financially  better  off  than  the 
majority  of  people),  newspaper  and  pictorial  advertising  may  have 
some  effect,  but  practically  all  of  those  staples  that  have  become 
firmly  established  in  general  favor  in  Haiti  have  followed  the  lines 
herein  indicated,  yiz,  making  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  dealer  to 
push  the  goods  and  selling  cheap  to  start  with.  Once  established, 
the  brand  sells  itself  and  the  dealer  is  then  compelled  to  carry  it  or 
lose  trade. 
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BITLKHEASS  AlTD  LOAD  UMEB. 

Secretary  Redfield  has  asked  about  40  of  the  leading  American 
shipbuilders,  presidents  and  seneral  managers  of  principal  Ameri- 
can steamship  companies,  and  best-known  naval  architects  to  meet 
at  his  ofBce  Wednesday,  September  27,  for  an  exchange  of  views  on 
the  subject  of  load  lines  and  bulkheads,  and  on  other  phases  of  the 
construction  of  steamers  on  the  ocean  and  the  Great  Lakes  as  related 
to  those  subjects. 

The  United  States  is  almost  alone  among  maritime  nations  in 
having  no  regulations  governing  load  line.  Our  fleet  of  ocean  cargo 
carriers  is  growing  so  rapidly  that  this  subject  can  not  longer  be 
postponed — indeed  already  during  the  European  war  American 
miips  have  been  saved  from  embarrassment  ana  delays  to  commerce 
for  lack  of  load-line  regulations  <Mily  by  resort  to  temporary  ex- 
pedients. 

The  subject  of  bulkhead  and  hull  construction  was  carefully  c<m- 
sidered  at  the  London  International  Conference  on  Safety  of  Life  at 
Sea,  and  the  American  delegates  had  an  important  part  in  framing 
the  chapters  of  the  international  convention  on  that  subject  The 
United  States  has  as  yet  taken  no  steps  to  give  effect  to  these  portions 
of  the  international  convention.  The  subject  is  difficult  and  our 
future  as  a  shipbuilding  and  maritime  nation  is  involved  in  a  right 
beginning  along  the  lines  indicated  by  the  convention. 

Those  Invited  to  the  Conference. 
Among  those  asked  to  the  meeting  are  the  following : 

Alfred  Gilbert  Smith,  president  New  York  and  Cuba  Mall  Steamship  Co., 
Pier  14,  East  River,  New  York;  P.  A.  S.  Franklin  (receiver),  Intematloiial 
Mercantile  Marine  Go.,  9  Broadway,  New  York;  George  J.  Baldwin,  president 
Pacific  MaU  Steamship  C!o.,  Room  110,  65  WaU  Street,  New  York ;  Andrew  W. 
Preston,  president  United  Fruit  Co.,  131  State  Street,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Franklin 
D.  Mooney,  president  American  SteamsUp  Association,  11  Broadway,  New  Yortt 
(also  president  New  York  and  Porto  Rico  Steamship  Co.) ;  H.  H.  Raymond, 
president  Clyde  and  Mallory  Lines,  Pier  36,  North  River,  New  York;  J.  H. 
Jenkins,  president  Merchants'  and  Miners'  Steamship  Co.,  Light  and  German 
Street,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Capt.  C.  W.  Jungen,  manager  Southern  Pacific  Steamship  Co.,  Pier  49,  North 
River,  New  York ;  W.  H.  Pleasants,  vice  president  and  general  manager  Ocean 
Steamship  Co.,  Pier  35,  North  River,  New  York;  Joseph  P.  Grace,  William  B. 
Grace  &  Co.,  Hanover  Square,  New  York. ;  Mr.  J.  Piuymert,  technical  adviser, 
Standard  Transportation  Co.,  26  Broadway,  New  York;  George  F.  I>earlx>rn, 
president  American-Hawaiian  Steamship  Co.,  8  Bridge  Street,  New  York;  Edgar 
F.  Luckenbach,  Luckenbach  Steamship  Co.,  8  Bridge  Street,  New  York ;  William 
Livingston,  president  Lake  Carriers'  Association,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Mr.  Homer  L.  Ferguson,  president  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry 
Dock  Co.,  Newiwrt  News,  Va. ;  Mr.  Samuel  M.  Knox,  president  New  York  Ship- 
building Co.,  Camden,  N.  J.;  Mr.  J.  W.  Powell,  president  Fore  River  Ship- 
building Corporation,  Qulncy,  Mass. ;  Mr.  M.  E.  Farr,  president  American  Ship- 
building Co.,  foot  of  West  Fifty-fourth  Street  NW.,  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Mr.  Antonio 
C.  Pessano,  president  Great  Lakes  Engineering  Worlw,  Detroit,  Mich. ;  Mr.  J.  V. 
Paterson,  president  Seattle  Construction  and  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash.'; 
Mr.  M.  A.  McGregor,  president  Union  Iron  Works,  San  Francisco,  CaL;  Mr. 
Frederick  W.  Wood,  president  Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md.; 
Mr.  Henry  S.  Grove,  president  Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship  and  Engine  Building 
Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Mr.  W.  G.  Coxe,  president  Harlan  &  Hollingswortb 
building  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Chief  Constructor  David  W.  Taylor,  United  States  Navy,  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction and  Repair,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  O. ;  Chief  Constructor 
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W.  L.  CSapfM,  United  States  Navy.  Bureau  of  Coostmctton  and  Repair,  Navy 
D^Murtment,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Mr.  Stevenson  Taylor,  president  American 
Bnriean  of  Shining,  66  Beaver  Street,  New  York ;  Prof.  O.  H.  Peabody,  Massa- 
chn^tts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Prof.  H.  C.  Sadler,  University 
of  Mlcblgan,  Ann  Artwr,  Mich. ;  Frank  K.  Kirby,  Blddle  Avenue,  Wyandotte, 
MldL :  W.  U  Babcock.  17  State  Street,  New  York ;  Irving  Cox,  15  WlUlam  Street, 
New  York ;  Theodore  B.  Ferris,  30  Church  Street,  New  York ;  Dr.  S.  W.  StrattoB, 
director.  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C; 
H.  B.  Walker,  president  and  general  manager  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Co^ 
Pier  25,  North  River,  New  York;  Geo.  Uhler.  supervising  Inspector  general 
Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  0.; 
B.  T.  Chamberlain,  Commissioner  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce, 
Wadkington,  D.  C. ;  E.  F.  Sweet,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce,  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  N.  Sumner  Myrlcic,  Barristers  Hall,  Pemberton  Square,  Boston,  Mass. ; 
Mr,  Chas.  B.  Oalder,  vice  president  and  general  manager  Toledo  Shipbuilding 
Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio;  Mr.  Charles  West,  vice  president  and  general  manager 
Ifataltowoc  D.  D.  and  S.  B.  Co.,  Manitowoc,  Wis. ;  Mr.  John  S.  Ashley,  chairman 
Advisory  Oommlttee,  Great  Lakes  Protective  Association,  Leaders  News  Build- 
ing, Clerdand,  Ohio. 


FABM  Ain>  IHDUSTIUAL  LEOISLAHOXT  IH  COSTA  BICA. 
Bwal  Credits. 

The  International  Bank  of  Costa  Kica  has  30  rural  credit  brandies, 
which  in  the  past  year  have  loaned  money  to  fanners  with  a  success 
that  has  more  than  justified  their  existence.  In  view  of  the  crop 
results  made  possible  by  these  farm  loans,  the  International  Bank 
is  planning  to  increase  its  mral  credits  fund,  if  this  is  approved  by. 
Congress,  and  to  establish  more  branches.  A  department  of  mort- 
gages is  also  planned  by  the  International  Bank.  The  President 
Eas  authorized  the  issue  of  99,000  bank  notes  of  100  colones  each 
(colon=46.53  cents)  and  100  oi  50  colones  to  replace  a  like  amount 
of  bank  notes  of  20  colones  each  that  have  been  retired  from  circu- 
lation. 

Proposed  Cetient  Paotory. 

The  President  has  submitted  to  Congress  for  approval  a  proposal 
from  Guillermo  de  la  Guardia  for  the  manufacture  of  Portland 
cement.  The  applicant  asks  the  exclusive  right  to  the  exploitation 
of  this  industry  for  30  years,  and  he  offers  to  sell  the  cement  in 
Costa  Sica  at  15  per  cent  less  than  the  cost  of  the  imported  article 
for  the  first  five  years  and  at  26  per  cent  less  during  the  remaining 
25  years  of  the  life  of  the  concession.  Permission  is  also  asked  of 
Congress  for  the  establishment  of  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  bags  and  paper  boxes.  In  addition  to  these  proposed  factories 
the  Centro-America  states  that  large  pottery  works  are  to  be  estab- 
lished in  San  Jose. 

Zlectrical  Activity. 

A  large  electric  plant  is  to  be  established  in  San  Bamon  and  elec- 
tric lighting  in  Alajuelita,  SabaniUa,  and  Turrialba.  The  Electric 
Co.  of  Cartago  is  about  to  increase  its  capital  and  to  amend  its 
^tutes.  A  large  order  of  electric  light  bulbs  for  the  Government 
has  arrived  at  San  Jos6.  In  the  Province  of  Alajuela  contributions 
are  being  taken  for  the  purchase  of  an  electric  stove  for  use  in  sup- 
plying food  to  the  children  of  the  poor. 
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BAIBY  HACHDrEBY  IXT  EITKOPEAN  COUNTBIES. 

TnnTES  KnTODOK. 

[Consul  Horace  Lee  Washington,  Liverpool,  England,  June  10.] 

According  to  a  report  from  the  health  officer  for  the  city  of  Liver- 
pool, there  are  between  6,000  and  7,000  milch  cows  within  the  city 
area.  Before  the  war  a  milking  machine  of  a  continental  make 
was  placed  on  the  market.  A  representative  of  the  American  con- 
sulate has  been  informed  by  the  secretary  of  the.  Liverpool  Cow 
Keepers'  Association  that  this  machine  proved  very  successful,  ami 
that  it  won  several  prizes  at  agricultural  shows  here.  Since  the 
outbreak  of  hostilities  sales  of  these  machines  have  ceased. 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  milk  contractors  in  thid 
district,  a  firm  which  is  generally  known  throughout  England,  says 
that  if  machines  of  this  description  were  pushed  at  the  present  time 
there  would  be,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labor,  a  good  market  for 
them. 

Asks  for  Information  About  American  Kilking  XacUnes. 

The  secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Cow  Keepers'  Association,  175 
Walton  Lane,  Liverpool,  has  expressed  a  desire  to  be  supplied  with 
full. details  of  the  manufacture  of  American  milking  machines,  in 
order  that  he  may  place  them  before  the  association.  He  states 
that  if  it  appears,  on  investigation,  that  the  American  article  could 
be  used  to  advantage  there  would  probably  be  a  very  good  trade  here. 

The  consulate  is  informed  by  the  trade  that  the  price  of  milk 
delivered  to  householders  has  increased  from  8  to  10  cents  per  quart. 
Becently  there  has  been  considerable  comment  in  the  press  as  to  the 
price  of  12  cents  being  charged  in  certain  parts  of  England. 

[A  list  of  milk  dealers  and  contractors  in  Liverpool,  England,  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.     Refer  to  file  No.  78174.] 

[Vice  Consul  Ripley  Wilson,  London,  England,  May  17.] 

Should  be  Adapted  to  TJse  by  Inexperienced  Persons. 

With  inexperienced  hands  and  many  women  working  on  the 
farms,  machinery  of  a  simple  nature  is  important.  It  is  believed  that 
one  of  the  best  selling  points  points  now  for  a  cream  separator  would 
be  ease  of  operation  and  the  possibility  of  keeping  it  in  order  where 
a  pei"son  is  unfamiliar  with  such  apparatus. 

In  the  past  Sweden  and  Germany  have  supplied  this  market  with 
separators,  and  a  few  have  been  imported  from  the  United  States 
ancl  from  Fiance.  The  manufacture  of  such  machinery  in  England 
has  been  limited.  Part  of  this  supply  is  now  cut  off.  It  is  especially 
difficult  to  obtain  containers  and  pasteurizers. 

Very  little  butter  is  manufactured  in  England,  by  far  the  greater 

Sart  of  what  is  consumed  here  coming  from  Denmark,  Russia,  France, 
lolland,  and  other  countries.  Denmark  furnishes  three  times  as 
much  as  Russia  and  nearly  twice  as  much  as  the  total  from  all  the 
other  foreign  coimtries. 

.  [A  list  of  dairy  macliinery  dealers  and  suppliers  In  London  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Re- 
fer to  file  No.  77071.] 
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XXAXT. 

(Tlce  Consul  Ulrsses  J.  Bywater,  Rome,  June  S.] 
Italian  CooperatlTe  Sooletiet  Acttve  ia  Introducing  Xaohinery. 

'nie  dairying  industry  is  extensively  developed  in  many  parts  of 
Italy,  with  the  chief  centers  at  Milan  and  Florence.  The  Introduc- 
tion of  modem  methods  and  machinery  is  only  beginning,  and  the 
greatest  difficnlty  to  be  overcome  in  marketing  American  products 
here  would  be  the  initial  cost  of  installing  the  machines.  It  is  prcb- 
ably  only  a  matter  of  time,  however,  until  the  employment  of  such 
machinery  will  become  quite  general. 

Agricultural  and  dairy  machinery  is  usually  bought  and  brought 
into  this  country  by  the  agrarian  cooperative  societies,  which  exist 
in  almost  every  Province.  Headquarters  for  these  societies  are  main- 
tained in  this  city,  under  the  name  of  the  Comitato  Agrario  Na- 
zicmale,  at  48  Via  Fontanella  di  Borghese.  American  manufacturers 
should  correspond  with  this  committee  in  the  Italian  language,  de- 
scribing the  machinery  they  manufacture  and  giving  terms  and  con- 
ditions of  payment  and  delivery.  This  will  serve  to  put  their  names 
on  the  recoros  for  reference  whenever  the  societies  are  purchasing. 

The  Institute  Nazionale  di  Credito  per  la  Cooperazione  has  aiao 
been  formed  in  Bome,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, with  the  purpose  of  supplying  credits  to  legally  regi^^r^ 
cooperative  societies  m  Italy.  This  company  is  in  the  market  for 
a^cultural  machinery  of  all  kinds.  It  may  be  addressed  at  52 
Piazza  Barberini,  Bome. 

In  seeking  to  introduce  American  products  it  is  advisable  to  use 
local  dealers  or  these  cooperative  societies  rather  than  export  houses. 
It  is  better  also  that  the  main  agency  should  be  located  in  one  of  the 
large  commercial  centers,  such  as  Milan,  Genoa,  or  Turin,  rather 
than  in  Bome,  where  there  is  little  direct  importation. 

[A  list  of  general  agents  for  agrlcaltural  machinery  at  Rome  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  N&  T7818.]        

AHEBICAN  CONSTTLAE  OFFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nams. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Address. 


West,  GeorgaN 

Cooki).  A.  B 

Hale,F.  D 

Uasterson,  WiUism  W 

Baker,  E.  Carlton 

Uonaglian,  J.  C 

Jewell,  John  F 

Kemper,  QiBham  H .. . 

Goodier,  lames  H 

Baidtbie,  Boas 

Laing,  Jamee  Oliver. .. 
Leonard,  Walter  A.... 


Kobe,  Japan 

Fatras,  Greece 

Hnddersfleld,  England 
Durban,  Matal,  Soutli 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kington,  Jamaica 

Cliefoo,  China 

Eifort,  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
For(  Antonio,  Jamaica. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 


Aug.  15 
Aug.  10 
Sept.  5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.  1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  1 
Oct.  1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 


Department  of  Stale,  Washington,  D.  C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk  Va. 
I^onenborg,  Vt. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Apartment   No.    75,    The   Brunswick, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
27  Sooth  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washin^on,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Uo. 
Essex,  Iowa. 
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KAinJFACTiniE  OF  UACHHTEBT  IN  THE  HETHEBLAHSS.     ' 

[Consular  Agent  A.  C.  Nelson,  Scbevenlngen.] 

Several  letters  have  been  received  from  American  machinery  manu- 
facturers requesting  information  regarding  tlie  introduction  of  their 
eroducts  in  the  Netherlands.  As  many  are  not  conversant  with  the 
igh  standard  of  this  branch  of  Dutch  industry,  it  may  perhaps  be 
opportune  to  give  a  general  review  of  the  industry  for  the  benefit  of 
those  wishing  to  compete  in  the  Dutch  market. 

There  are  now  in  the  Kingdom  190  plants  (excluding  repair  shops 
for  boilers  and  machinery)  that  furnish  employment  for  about  26,- 
500  hands.  Many  have  their  own  foundries  and  several  are  engaged 
in  structural  work  for  bridges,  lighthouses,  roofs,  etc.  Some  make 
a  specialty  of  railway  materials,  while  others  are  also  connected 
with  the  shipyards.  Exact  figures  as  to  the  number  of  workmen  em- 
ployed in  each  branch  can  not  be  obtained. 
Xooation  of  Plants. 

The  Province  of  South  Holland  contains  the  largest  number  of 
works  (62)  and  employs  the  largest  number  of  men  (10,770).  Tlie 
shores  of  the  Nieuwe  Maas  (Meuse),  between  Schiedam  and  Rotter- 
dam, and  of  the  Noord,  between  the  latter  place  and  Dordrecht,  arc 
the  principal  centers  of  the  engine-making  industry.  In  North  Hol- 
land, which  ranks  next,  with  32  works  and  about  4,460  hands,  the 
manufacture  of  machinery  is  mainly  at  Amsterdam  (where  one  of 
the  works  employs  not  less  than  2,500  hands) ,  Alkmaar,  and  Haarlem. 
Important  plants  are  also  found  in  most  of  the  provincial  capitals 
and  in  such  industrial  sections  as  Twente  (the  one  at  Hengelo  has 
1,150  hands),  the  "Groningen  Veenkolonien "  or  peat  districts  of 
southwest  North  Brabant,  and  the  Zaanland. 

Branches  of  Kaehlnery  Industry — Kotors  Find  Large  Karket. 

The  Dutch  market  is  too  restricted  to  specialize  in  the  mf.n«- 
facture  of  one  particular  kind  of  machinery  or  tool,  yet  a  few 
manufacturers  have  succeeded  in  finding  an  adequate  market  for 
certain  special  articles.  Several  works  build  ship's  engines,  a  branch 
in  which  as  regards  quality  the  Netherlands  is  not  surpassed  by 
other  European  countries;  others  make  plants  for  sugar  mills; 
others  machinery  for  transporting  and  hoisting  heavy  loads,  and  for 
turn  bridges,  lock  gates,  etc.  Another  branch  makes  pumps;  a 
fourth  dredges,  excavators,  etc.;  a  fifth  locomotives  and  other  rail- 
way plant,  while  others  supply  the  necessary  equipment  for  dairies 
and  oil  mills. 

Great  success  has  been  achieved  in  the  construction  of  motors  for 
cars  and  boats — boats  driven  by  petroleum  motors  are  used  in  the 
Netherlands  more  than  in  any  other  country — and  for  supplying 
power  in  factories  and  workshops.  Several  plants  are  engaged  solely 
in  the  manufacture  of  these  articles,  which  find  a  large  market  in 
all  countries. 

Products  of  the  foundries. 

Some  of  the  foundries  produce  cast-iron  articles,  such  as  stoves, 
heating  apparatus,  furnaces,  rice  stoves  (a  specialty  of  a  few 
foundries  that  finds  a  market  in  all  parts  of  the  world),  building 
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msberulB,  etc,  aad  -an  in  most  cases  combined  with  enamel  works. 
!%««  are  also  copper,  bronze,  brass,  and  lead  factories,  while  others 
deal  with  amalgams  and  alloys  that  are  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  a  great  variety  of  technical  and  domestic  articles. 

The  most  important  iron  foundries  are  at  Almelo,  Amsterdam, 
Bergen-op-Zoom,  Bois-le-Duc,  Breda,  Haarlem,  Kampen,  Maastricht, 
Middelburg,  Oosterhout,  Prinsenhage,  Rotterdam,  I^eelen,  Tilbura^, 
and  Vaassen.  They  employ,  in  all,  about  1,200  peopk.  Nearly  all 
the  iron  and  steel  used  in  the  Netherlands  comes  from  abroad.  Cast 
steel  is  produced  only  from  time  to  time  and  in  small  quantities  in 
a  few  engineering  works  for  their  own  use,  though  the  plante  at 
£de,  Hoogezand,  Ridderkerk,  and  Rotterdam  also  supply  it  to 
others. 

Straetwal  Iroa  Works— Xailway  KoUlntr  Stook. 

Some  30  structural  iron  works  are  filling  important  orders  for  the 
State  Engineering  Department,  the  railroads,  etc.,  turning  out 
bridges,  lock  gates,  landing  stages,  viaducts,  petroleum  tanks,  light- 
houses, gasometers,  installations  for  water  supply,  roofings,  turn- 
tables, and  switches.  These  articles  are  also  oiten  made  for  expdrt 
to  foreign  countries  and  to  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 

Railway  cars  and  trucks  are  constructed  principally  at  Amster- 
dam, Haarleni,  Rotterdam,  The  Hague,  Delft,  Utrecht,  and  Nyttk- 
Wegen.  The  works  at  Amsterdam  and  Haarlem  make  passenger 
coaches,  while  those  at  Nymwegen,  Delft,  and  Utrecht  make  jprm- 
cipally  freight  and  cattle  cars  and  trucks.  Tramcars  are  bunt  at 
Rotterdam  and  The  Hague. 

At  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam  works  are  engaged  in  making  ma- 
terisd  for  narrow-gauge  lines  (Decauville's  system),  and  are  supply- 
ing rails,  switches,  etc.,  for  factories,  etc. 

Bagiae  amd  B«iler  Fittings — Electric  Bnpplies. 

Among  the  most  important  industries  connected  with  the  ma- 
chinery trade  is  the  manufacture  of  engine  and  boiler  fittings  an^ 
of  articles  used  in  the  electro-technicar  industry  (electric  motors, 
dynamos,  converters,  accumulators,  carbureters,  measuring  instru- 
ments, telephones,  Rontgen-rays  apparatus,  electric  timepieces,  and 
incandescent  lamps).  The  Netherlands  has  over  50  important  elec- 
tric-supply works. 

Dynamos  and  electric  motors  are  made  at  Slikkeveer,  near  Rot- 
terdam, while  other  manufacturers  of  electrical  apparatus  are  found 
at  Hengelo,  Utrecht,  Alkmaar,  Gilze  Ryen  (near  Breda),  de  Bilt, 
Rotterdam,  and  Dordrecht. 

Five  establishments  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  metallic 
and  carbon  filament  lamps;  the  one  at  Eindhoven  employs  about 
3,000  operators.  The  others  are  at  Venlo,  Tilburg,  Nymegen,  and 
Boxtel.  These  lamps  find  a  ready  market  all  over  the  world,  es- 
pecially in  England,  Denmark,  Germany,  Russia,  Sweden,  Norway, 
France,  Belgium,  Spain,  Switzerland,  and  Italy.  A  factory  at  Mid- 
delburg that  makes  brass  fittings  for  incandescent  lamps  (employ- 
ing about  400  hands)  produced  64,000,000  fittings  in  1910. 

At  Vaals,  in  the  Province  of  Limburg,  is  found  an  arc-light  plant, 
and  at  Amsterdam  a  factory  that  produces  cables  and  wires  of  all 
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sorts  for  telephones  and  bells,  as  well  as  for  submarilie  purposes. 
Hengelo  has  an  important  establishment  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  engine  and  boiler  fittings  (taps,  valves,  etc.). 
Anchors,  Chaios,  Bolts,  Bivets,  Huts,  Etc. 

Closely  connected  with  the  machinery  trade  is  the  manufacture  of 
ship  ancnors,  chains,  bolts,  rivets,  etc.  This  branch  occupies  a  promi- 
nent place  in  the  Dutch  industry,  although  circumstances  are  not 
absolutely  in  its  favor.  Although  the  products  are  by  no  means  infe- 
rior to  the  imported  articles,  the  small  output  and  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion make  it  difficult  to  compete  in  prices. 

Bolts  and  nuts  of  every  description,  screws,  rivets,  and  all  kinds  of 
railway,  tram,  and  fence  fastenings  are  manufactured  in  large  quan- 
tities by  several  well-equipped  establishments  that  furnish  employ- 
ment to  over  1,050.  These  firms  are  engaged  in  a  considerable  export 
trade  with  England,  the  Dutch  Indies,  Africa,  and  other  countries. 
Some  make  a  specialty  of  the  heavy  material  used  in  the  building  of 
engines,  bridges,  ships,  railroads,  and  the  ironwork  for  telegraphs 
and  telephones,  while  others  specialize  in  less  heavy  material  in  steel 
and  copper  intended  for  the  manufacture  of  motor  cars,  bicycles, 
instruments,  and  lighting  apparatus.  The  former  have  works  at  Hel- 
jnond,  Slikkeveer,  and  tftrecnt ;  and  the  latter  at  Nymegen  and  Yssel- 
monde. 
Dutch  Dredges  Have  Wide  Sale — Other  Kachinery  Exported. 

The  machinery  trade,  as  well  as  the  industries  connected  with  it, 
has  been  developed  in  the  last  few  years  and  has  achieved  notable 
successes  in  entirely  new  fields.  The  plants  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  dredging  materials,  in  particular,  have  gained  a  world- 
wide reputation,  the  development  ot  this  branch  of  industry  being  due 
mainly  to  the  activity  of  the  Dutch  civil  engineers  and  contractors 
for  large  undertakings,  who  found  a  field  for  their  enterprise  in 
nearly  every  country. 

Sugar-mill  machinery  is  largely  exported  to  the  Dutch  Indies  and 
to  South  America ;  machinery  for  margarine  factories  to  all  countries 
of  the  world ;  brick-making  plants  to  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Russia ; 
cranes  to  Belgium ;  machine  tools  for  working  sheet  iron  to  the  Dutch 
Indies,  Germany,  and  Belgium ;  and  pumps,  to  Italy.  In  fact,  during 
recent  years  the  Dutch  machinery  trade  has  been  fully  able  to  com- 
pete in  various  fields,  not  only  at  home,  but  also  in  the  colonies  and 
in  foreign  countries. 

BUSINESS  OPENINGS  IN  MARTINIQTTE. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris,  Port  de  France,  July  8.) 

If  there  were  a  branch  of  an  American  bank  here  most  of  the 
greatly  increased  business  now  done  with  the  United  States  would  be 
permanent,  even  after  the  war. 

At  present  there  is  a  good  chance  to  get  the  lighting  franchise, 
erect  a  hydroelectric  plant,  and  sell  electricity  for  cooking  as  well  as 
lighting.  The  price  of  household  fuel  is  lugh.  There  is  also  the 
possibility  of  a  paying  investment  in  an  electric  tramway,  provided 
the  franchise  can  be  secured  and  the  enterprise  econonucally  man- 
aged. Indeed,  the  two  might  be  advantageously  combined.  There 
is  an  abundance  of  water  power. 
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TEAB'S  EXPOBTB  OF  DOMESTIC  BSEADerniFFS,  OILS,  ETC. 

Hie  enporte  of  domestic  Iweadstuffs,  cottonseed  oil,  food  animals, 
meat  ana  dairy  products,  cotton,  and  mineral  oik  from  the  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  during  June,  according  to  sta- 
tistics completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
Department  of  Ck)mmerce,  follow: 


Itona. 


June— 


mo 


191S 


12  months  endJng  Joiw— 


1«16 


1915 


BXroBU  BT  QBOVFS. 


BrKidstoOs  . 


.doUan. 


<^»«^"« {SSIS?: 

OUIa,  hoKS, and ahaep do... 

Meataod  dairy  products do... 

bales... 
Cotton pounds. 

dollars . 

«'-»'<>='» {fo& 


Total do. 


EXPORTS  BT  PBIHCIFja  ABTICLBa. 


Com... 
OaU... 
Wbmt. 
Floor.. 


B«'.cannel., &"; 

B*-.!™* te: 

w.pickurf,,tc {§xJ: 

*"«> {SolSrs; 

B«on {^: 

Hams  and  shoulders {SoiSra 

^ {^: 

Neatn^llard fe: 

Pork,  pxklcd,  etc {S^"^; 

I^ard  compounds fc^- 

<-™«K""i te:: 

Dluminatiag  oU IffiS;; 

Lubricating  oU ^^Mk^'.. 

Gasol  ine,  naptha,  etc {§Slto  [ '. 

Kesidaum   fnel  oil,  etc ffl^' 


36, 280,  AM 

11,315,063 

1,272,546 

100,890 

23,67B,«7S 

540.926 

284,230,702 

37,504,120 

220,963,989 

19,414,857 


108,142,086 


4,370,231 
3,609,960 
8,794,907 
4,310,375 
5,903,365 
7,475,866 
1,380,009 
7,611, 3S6 
3,624,740 
858,056 

40,037,431 

6,176,790 

2,067,097 

250,083 

7,140,589 

938,393 

37,811,803 
5,142,781 

17,891,631 
2,672,831 

45,40i,C43 
6,044,693 
4,229.531 

:.<.>2,  so. 

5.75S,805 

7(0, 017 

3,7ai),lU8 

4I1,J03 

15.990.S59 

7,V-',(I35 

7.5,  lie.  JH 

.'■>,3riS.:il8 

2tl,.WJ,743 

31, 651, MOO 
(i, 911, 581 

C,S,,»J,:i43 
1.97>(,:i61 


28.823,576 

36,156,688 

1,853,035 

446,880 

26,718,074 

323,140 

167,768,309 

15,844,362 

210,368,30i 

13,351,634 


41S,9S9,iH6 

2ft4, 149,  ^9 

22,515,718 

2,6.'(S,  169 

2.54, 941.  S(07 

.5,''ii,  156 

3,ni,i.  i!i;,:i77 

370,  Vii,  002 

2,4I3,6(i3,901 

164,234,018 


87,037,561 


1,231,315,930 


3,723.381 

3,151,981 
10,322,707 

5,709.068 

9, 395,. 520 

12,9(Ki,962 

SD0.96S 

.5,UZi,564 

9,831,730 

1.250,510 
47,981,"J89 

0,255,924 

3,107,701 
372, 183 

8,7;KI,fl35 

9.51,473 

42,005,154 

5,752,063 
39,143,120 

.5. 275,  .573 
:'"  :i:,il22 

;,L'iv!r74 

1,  V  (112 
I'.   ,39 

5,  1  r.,  i40 
i*>i,:88 

5,024,494 

426,089 

21,318,076 

634,385 

81,669,232 

5,002,270 
23,109,407 

2,944,461 
27,790,218 
3,102,403 
56,471,371 

1,668,115 


35.841,310 
28,878,025 
y5,,510,:l30 
47,a'.'j.l)95 

172,72;',,  196 

214,833,820 
15,233,460 
85,574,064 
50.895, .535 
9,313.443 

231,206,811 
28,884,178 
38,340, 007 
4,021.395 

102,232,250 
12,619,110 

571,850,561 
78,003,324 

279,212.787 
40,528,480 

425, 165, 161 

47,431,,'">89 

:(4,6::2,064 

'."■",:|94 

!!'i,J7;,-'33 
i;;,|'j7.',I68 

•18,715,  J94 

4,8SI,  154 

101,927,  .161 

5, 71)1), '159 

S21,S2S,'r24 

52.132,592 
218,511,231 

37,022.072 
287,219,755 

41,725.135 
891,370,933 

24,041,860 


658,663,479 

317,882,417 

21,756,944 

875,120 

200,182,672 

8,428,237 

4,403,560,238 

376,214,487 

2,177,417,335 

132,042,624 


1,289,735,326  • 


47,441,517 
37,604,473 
96,756,363 
67,438,963 

258,971,975 

833,868,498 
15,968,335 
93,575,180 
76,191,209 
11,965,057 

169,469,660 

21,619,144 

31,790,336 

3,376,454 

80,481,946 

9,341,198 

346,734,715 
47,047,383 

201,376,287 
28,710,602 

472,243,128 
52,166,007 
26,121,054 
3,022,321 
49,070,938 
5,322,887 
65,638,311 
5,653.359 

149,222,262 
4,808,317 

8*4,030.245 
53,409.313 

213,323.252 
28,011.973 

241.008,303 
27,103,501 

689,833,  ^OO 
18,709,520 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Xouis,  402  Third 
Vattonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  307  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
848  Henry  Building.  CooperatiTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Asst.  Oen'l  Frt.  Agt.,  C.  H.  0.  &.  T.  ?. 
£7.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  £os  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Com- 
merce; Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent,  Southern 
X7.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


496  COMMBKCE  BEPOBTSi 

FOSEIOH  T&ASE  OFPOBTTTSITIES. 

Re«erTed  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  dlatrfet  oMeea.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atete  opBortvnlty  mmaaiMr. 
The  Bareaa  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  sbonld  be  taken  In  all 


Shellac,  No.  22051. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  manufacturer  who  is  in  the  marlcet  for  shellac. 
Corresiwndence  in  German  preferred.  Quotations  should  be  c.  I.  f.  port 
of  entry. 

Moving  picture  nuichines,  etc.,  No.  22052. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
East  Africa  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  catalogues 
.  and  prices  on  moving-picture  machines  with  films,  hand-power  printing 
machinery  with  accessories,  sewing  thread  of  various  grades,  shears  aud 
scissors,  and  supplies  for  small  motor  garages.  The  cheaper  grades  of  these 
articles  are  desired.    Correspondence  in  English. 

Crusher,  No.  22053. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  man  in  South  America 
desires  to  purchase  a  small  rock  crusher  or  stamp  mill  for  use  in  crushinf; 
quartz  of  II  very  hard  gi-ade,  to  be  operated  by  a  21-horsepower  stationary 
oil  engine.    Quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

Food  products.  No.  22054. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  reports  that 
an  institution  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  large  quantities  of  beans, 
sugar,  rice,  wheat,  and  cotton  candlewick. 
■  Hardware,  flour,  etc..  No.  22055. — A  merchant  in  an  insular  possession  of  a 
foreign  country  writes  tlie  Bureau  that  he  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware,  flour,  tanned  skins,  lard,  cotton 
piece  goods,  motors,  automobiles,  etc. 

Agricultural  machinery,  No.  22056. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  agricultural  machinery,  particularly  plows.  Correspondence  and 
printed  matter  should  be  In  French. 

Roots  and  herbs.  No.  22057. — A  dealer  in  botanical  roots  and  leaves  In  Swlt7.er- 
land  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  Is  In  the  market  for 
sassafras  bark,  senega  root,  hydrastis  canadensis  root,  and  lobelia  herb. 

Tobacco,  No.  22058. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Denmark  reports  that  a 
manufacturer  of  tobacco  products  wishes  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  Ameri- 
can exporters  of  raw  tobacco. 

Qvm  kadaya.  No.  22059. — ^A  Ann  in  India  advises  an  American  consular  officer 
of  its  desire  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  .\merican  Importers  of  gum  kadaya. 

Agrimtltural  machinery,  No.  220C0. — Supplemeuting  foreign  trade  opportunity 
No.  21661,  for  exclusive  agencies  in  the  Argentine  Itepiiblic,  the  man  now 
informs  the  Bureau  that  communication  is  particularly  desired  with 
manufacturers  of  plows  of  all  kinds;  harvesters  for  wheat,  corn,  beans,  and 
alfalfa ;  corn  buskers  and  slireilders ;  reapers,  stackers,  sowers,  etc. ;  dairy 
farm  implements;  windmills  for  pumping  water;  water  pumps  (hand  ami 
power) ;  kerosene  motors  for  pumps,  and  steam  tractors  with  furnace  fitted 
for  burning  woo<l.     Reference. 

Hachiturii,  No.  22061. — .\n  .\iiierican  consular  officer  In  Norway  writes  that  a 
linn  in  his  district  contemplates  erecting  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
envelopes  and  desires  to  receive  quotations  for  the  requisite  machinery. 
Corrosix>ndeuce  may  be  in  English. 

Spruce  ijuin,  No.  22062. — A  man  in  Canada  requests  the  Bureau  to  place  him  In 
touch  with  Importers  and  users  of  spruce  gum,  of  which  he  is  able  to 
supply  large  quantities. 

Uachincry,  No.  22063. — A  producer  of  aeratetl  water  in  East  Africa  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  receive  catalogues,  with  prices 
and  discounts,  of  machinery  used  In  that  buslneas. 

Qeneral  representation,  No.  22004. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  commission  agent  in  Argentina,  who  represents  a  number  of  EunH**" 
manufacturers  and  exporters,  requesting  it- to  place  him  in  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exiwrters  who  desire  to  establish  agencies 
for  their  products  In  that  country.    References. 

WASHI.NGTON  :  GOVERKUK.NT  PBINTINQ  onrUB:  1»1« 
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BBinSH  DIPOBT  PROHIBITIONS. 

(Telegram  received  from  American  consul  general,   London,  Aug.  4.] 

From  and  after  August  7  the  importation  of  airguns  and  rifles, 
sporting  guns,  carbines,  rifles,  and  oranges  is  prohibited.  The  pro- 
hibition on  oranges  does  not  apply  to  fruit  from  Briti^  territories 
or  to  oranges  carried  in  specially  licensed  ships.  From  and  after 
July  28,  the  importation  of  opium  and  cocaine  products  is  pro- 
hibited. [The  import  probihition  on  the  above  products  was  an- 
noonced  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  1, 1916.] 


OFPOBTXnnTY  FOB  AMEBICAN  HOLASSES  IN  CANADA. 

(Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  June  13.] 

That  there  wiU  be  a  demand  in  Canada  for  American  molasses 
and  sirups  seems  certain.  Great  difficulty  is  now  experienced  in 
obtaining  molasses  from  Barbados,  and  the  price  has  risen  from  47 
to  59  cents  because  of  increased  freight  charges.  By  a  preferential 
agreement  sirups  and  molasses  from  the  British  West  Indies  enter 
Canada  free  of  duty,  whereas  from  other  countries  the  rate  of  duty 
is  ii  cents  per  imperial  gallon  for  tested  cane  molasses  of  not  less 
than  20°  nor  more  than  35°.  There  is  levied  as  well  a  war  tax  of  7^ 
fee  cent  ad  valorem.  To  comply  with  the  trade  requifements  it 
iwold  be  necessary  for  American  firms  to  put  up  their  product  in 
2. and  3  pound  tins,  as  these  sizes  take  well  with  the  people. 

The  demand  for  molasses  is  greatest  in  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
for  which  reason  American  exporters  should  investigate  market 
conditions  at  Montreal,  Quebec,  Three  Rivers,  and  Sherbrooke.  In 
the  Province  of  Ontario  scarcity  prevails  at  Ottawa,  IQngstbn,  and 
Toronto.  [A  list  of  interested  Kingston  firms  may  be  obtamied,  upon 
request,  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
di^rict  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  77388^  Shipments  from  the 
Southern  States  ^ould  be  made  to  New  York  by  water,  and  then 
by  rail  toi  Canada. 
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UrCBEASED  SUOAB  CROP  OF  ST.  CROIX. 


'  [Vice  Consul  Luther  K.  Zabrlskle,  St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  Indies,  Jaly  M.] 

This  year's  sugar  crop  of  St  Croix,  Danish  West  Indies,  prom- 
ises to  be  the  largest  this  island  has  yielded  since  1903,  and  in  ^ite 
of  the  labor  troubles  and  the  consequent  increase  in  wages  and  the 
exceedingly  high  steamship  freight  rates,  the  cane  growers  are  antici- 
pating greater  net  profits  than  they  have  enjoyed  for  a  number  of 
years.  Estimates  place  the  probable  output  at  30,000,000  Danish 
pounds  (100  English  pounds  equal  90.72  Danish  pounds).  Approxi- 
mately 50,000  gallons  of  rum  will  be  produced,  but  none  of  the 
St.  Croix  factories  are  at  present  manufacturing  molasses.  The 
larger  part  of  this  sugar  is  sold  c.  i.  f.  New  York,  whence  it  is 
resold  to  Canada,  and  the  March  prices  of  sugar  in  St.  Croix,  whidi 
might  be  taken  as  the  average  for  the  season,  were  about  $90  per 
ton.  All  the  rum  is  shipped  to  Copenhagen,  and  has  been  selling  at 
$0.50  per  gallon,  including  the  packing. 

Exports  of  Sugar. 

The  following  figures  show  the  amounts  of  sugar  exported  from 
St.  Croix  during  the  past  16  years: 


Yesr. 

Amoont. 

Yssr. 

Amount. 

TSM'. 

AmoBot. 

1(00 

DsiiUn*. 

20,387,779 
18,785,3(0 
as,455,<91 
34,709,480 
23,331,374 
27,712,849 

1(0« 

1(07 k 

1(08 

2>MMa>. 
12.361,030 
24,381,683 
23,335,(00 
8,036,618 
23^021,804 
21,338,418 

1912 

Dmblka$. 

1(01 

1913 

12^UI^<M 

IMM 

1014 

1013(3,711 

MOt 

1(09 

1915 

tWm 

1(04 

1910 •... 

1(05 

1911 

The  amount  of  sugar  that  is  annually  consumed  in  St.  Croix  is 
600,000  to  650,000  Danish  pounds.  The  export  duty  on  sugar  is  6 
per  cent  nd  valorem,  which  approximates  $0.20  per  100  Danish 
poimds. 

Sngar  Cane  the  Principal  Agricaltnral  Product 

The  growing  of  sugar  cane  is  the  most  important  agricultural  in- 
dustry m  St.  Croix  at  present,  there  being  13,000  acres  of  land  under 
cultivation  for  this  purpose.  In  1913,  2,147  acres  were  planted  in 
cotton,  but  on  account  of  destructive  insect  pests  and  the  varioofe 
,  difficulties  encountered  as  a  result  of  the  war  the  cultivation  of  cot- 
ton has  almost  ceased  on  the  island.  Approximately  30,000  acres  are 
devoted  to  other  products,  of  which  grass  for  pasturage  constitutes 
the  most  important  item. 

For  the  sugar-cane  crops  the  land  is  fallow  plowed  and  is  fer- 
tilized with  from  20  to  30  tons  of  pen  manure  to  the  acre. 

The  Colonial  Government  owns  a  gasoline  motor  plow,  which  is 
imder  the  management  of  the  director  of  the  agricultural  experiment 
station  and  is  rented  out.  In  addition,  the  West  India  Sugar  Factory 
possesses  a  fuel-oil  motor  plow  (English  "  Fowler ")  wnich  is  em- 
ployed by  the  factory  on  its  own  estates. 

The  Sngar-Caiie  Zsterefti. 

Formerly  there  were  approximately  100  sugar  estates  in  St.  CrtHZ, 
but  in  recent  years  many  of  these  have  been  merged  into  lurge  holid- 
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ings.  The  sugar-cane  interests  are  now  controlled  by  the  following : 
The  Danish  Plantation  Co.,  which  has  no  factory  of  its  own;  the 
West  India  Sugar  Factory;  the  St.  Croix  Sugar  Factory;  the  Ln 
Grange  Sugar  Factory;  and  eight  small,  individual  concerns,  six  of 
which  have  factories  on  their  estates. 

The  Danish  Plantation  Co.  is  a  joint  stock  company  with  head- 
quarters in  Copenhagen,  and  was  established  in  1903  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  out  the  Danish  West  Indies  when  their  affairs  were  in  an 
unsatisfactory  state.  The  company  has  proven  of  great  benefit  to  St. 
Croix,  but  as  a  paying  proposition  for  its  promoters  the  results  have 
not  been  so  satisfactory.  The  company  owns  a  number  of  estates 
which  were  large  producers  of  cotton  up  to  the  time  the  war  started. 
Now  the  greater  portion  of  these  are  employed  for  cattle-raising  pur- 
poses. The  cane  grown  by  the  Danish  Plantation  Co.  is  delivered  to 
different  factories,  the  so-called  Bethlehem  factory  taking  the  larger 
amount. 

The  West  India  Sugar  Factory,  which  is  generally  known  as  "  the 
Bethlehem  concern,"  because  the  factory  is  situated  at  Bethlehem, 
operates  23  estates,  20  of  which  are  growing  sugar  cane.  On  the 
remaining  three  cotton  is  grown,  and  cattle  raising  is  carried  on  to  a 
small  extent.  The  sugar  factory  is  comparatively  new,  and  is  fitted 
out  with  Austrian  machinery.  In  addition  to  utilizing  the  output 
from  its  own  estates,  about  10  per  cent  additional  stock  is  bought 
outside.  The  management  calculates  to  make  at  least  7,000  tons  of 
sugar  this  year. 

The  West  India  Sugar  Factory  is  a  stock  company,  with  domicile 
in  St.  Croix  and  its  directorate  in  Copenhagen. 

One  half  of  the  St.  Croix  Sugar  Factory  is  owned  by  the  Danish 
Government  and  the  other  half  belongs  to  the  Danish  Sugar  Fac- 
tory (of  Copenhagen).  The  factory  is  located  just  outside  of  Chris- 
tiansted,  and  has  machinery  that  was  installed  40  years  ago.  Vari- 
ous improvements  have  been  added  from  time  to  time.  This  concern 
owns  but  three  plantations,  its  business  being  principally  to  purchase 
canes  from  near-by  estates,  which  constitute  about  three-quarters  of 
its  total  crop.    Its  estimated  output  of  sugar  in  1916  is  3,000  tons. 

The  Jji  Grange  Sugar  Factory,  owned  by  a  resident  of  Denmark, 
is  fitted  out  with  up-to-date  machinery,  brought  from  Glasgow,  and 
is  capable  of  turning  out  30  tons  of  sugar  daily  (24  hours).  Two 
thousand  tons  are  counted  on  by  this  factory  for  1916.  On  January 
1,  1916,  the  entire  concern,  including  machinery  and  other  comple- 
ments, was  offered  for  sale  for  $300,000. 

Of  the  e^ht  individual  concerns,  the  following  are  the  most  im- 
portant: "Concordia,"  "Whim,"  '' Hogensborg,'^  " Diamond,"  and 
"  Clifton  Hill."  Rum  alone  is  made  by  several  of  these  individual 
concerns,  and  the  combined  output  from  them  for  1916  is  estimated  at 
2,000  tons  of  sugar,  or  its  equivalent  in  rum. 


A  collection  of  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Central  Food  Distributing 

Department  of  Germany,  giving  instructions  on  the  utilization  of 

food  materials  in  war  time,  has  been  formarded  from  Berlin  by 

I  Consul  General  Julius  G.  Lay.    They  may  be  inspected  at  the 

I  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 

I  Eefer  to  file  No.  78527. 
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SFAHISH  CUSTOMS  H0DIFICATI0V8  AHB  T&ADE. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Harst,  Bercelon*.  June  2.] 

The  results  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Spanish  Government  in 
regard  to  recent  customs  modifications  are  reflected  in  the  export 
statistics.  During  the  latter  half  of  1914  the  Spanish  Government 
restricted  the  exportation  of  live  animals,  and  in  consequence  the 
number  of  horses  exported  in  1915  amounted  to  418,  compared  with 
3,681  in  1913:  mules,  413,  compared  with  11,177  in  1913;  and  cows, 
4,506,  compared  with  32,916  in  1913.  On  January  2,  1916,  restric- 
tions on  the  export  of  live  animals  were  removed,  but  a  heavy  export 
tax  was  imposed,  with  the  result  that  during  the  first  three  months 
of  1916  the  export  of  horses  and  cows  decreased  by  a  few  head,  but 
18,262  mules  were  exported  in  contrast  to  67  during  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1915. 

The  duties  on  exports  and  imports  of  wheat  have  undiergone  numer- 
ous variations,  depending  on  the  domestic  harvest  and  other  con- 
siderations. The  annual  consumption  of  wheat  in  Spain  is  calcu- 
lated at  4,200,000  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds  each,  of  which 
3,600,000  tons  are  for  bread  and  600,000  for  seeding  and  the  manu- 
facture of  macaroni,  etc.  The  domestic  crop  of  1915  not  being  suffi- 
cient for  this  demand  and  importation  in  1915  having  been  less  than 
during  1914  owing  to  transportation  difficulties,  the  duty  on  wheat 
was  removed,  so  that  imports  of  wheat  during  the  first  three  months 
of  1915  were  over  five  times  those  of  the  corre^onding  period  of 

Increase  In  Prices  of  Staple*. 

Since  July  31,  1914,  the  prices  of  many  staple  articles  of  food  have 
increased,  varying  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  but  those  charged 
in  Barcelona,  Spain's  largest  city,  may  be  taken  as  an  example. 
Wheat,  which  on  July  31,  1914,  cost  $2.16  for  a  Spanish  bushel  or 
f  anega  of  96  pounds,  is  now  quoted  at  $2.88  a  bushel.  Other  articles 
have  risen  since  July  31,  1914,  until  the  present  time  per  100  kilos 
(220.46  pounds)  as  follows:  Com,  from  $3.60  to  $6.21;  potatoes, 
$1.80  to  $4.73;  beans,  $9.81  to  $11.34;  eggs,  $0.23  per  dozen  to  $0.26; 
white  coconut  oil,  $20.70  to  $31.50;  raw  linseed  ofl,  $15.84  to  $25.20; 
rice,  $12.42  to  $12.69;  hemp,  $20.70  to  $28.80;  oats,  $4.14  to  $5.40; 
and  barley  from  $4.01  to  $5.22.  Cardiff  coal  has  increased  in  price 
from  $8.37  a  ton  to  $27.90,  and  Spanish  Asturias  coal  from  $8.64 
to  $19.53. 

Prices  of  industrial  products  and  materials  used  in  industries  and 
manufacture  show  a  corresponding  increase,  and  an  upward  tendency 
is  manifest. 

SUKVilY  OF  OTTAWA-FSESCOTT  HIOHWAT  STABTED. 

[Consul  Frank  ('.  Dcnison,  Prescott,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  24.] 

The  movement  for  an  up-to-date  road  from  Prescott  to  Ottawa, 
as  reported  a  year  ago,  has  produced  results.  Ontario  Government 
surveyors  have  begun  the  locating  of  the  highway,  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  will  be  late  in  the  season  when  their  work  is  completed. 

Newspapers  report  that  it  is  expected  the  work  of  bnilmng  will 
begin  as  early  as  possible  in  1917,  and  that  very  sub^ntial  progress 
during  the  coming  year  is  anticipated. 
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BT-FBOSVCTS  FBOH  COKE-OVEIT  OPEBATIOITS. 

The  value  of  by-products  recovered  from  American  coke  manufac- 
ture in  1915  was  nearly  $30,000,000,  a  large  increase  over  the  previous 
high-water  mark  of  $17,500,000  in  1914.  Although  there  were  mate- 
ria increases  in  the  output  and  value  of  gas,  tar,  and  ammonia, 
which  was  to  be  expected  with  a  greater  output  of  by-product  coke, 
the  increase  in  benzol  products  presented  the  most  interesting  feature 
of  the  year  in  the  coke  industry.  The  value  of  these  products  rose 
from  less  than  $1,000,000  in  1914  to  more  than  $7,760,000  in  1915,  ac- 
cording to  the  United  States  Greological  Survey.  Benzol  has  been 
recovered  in  this  country  from  coke-oven  gas  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  prior  to  1915  the  market  was  small  and  prices  were  low. 

In  1914  there  were  14  benzol  plants  in  the  United  States,  but  they 
were  all  controlled  by  one  company,  and  therefore  it  is  not  feasible  to 
publish  the  statistics  of  their  production  for  that  or  previous  years. 
Last  year  16  additional  coke  plants  were  equipped  with  benzol  appa- 
ratus, and  the  output  was  very  greatly  increased. 

The  benzol  products  obtamed  in  1915  amounted  to  16,600,657 
gallons.  More  than  13,000,000  gallons  of  the  total  output  was  re- 
ported as  crude  light  oil  and  had  an  average  value  of  33  cents.  Some 
of  the  plants  have  their  own  stills  and  refineries,  and  the  pure  benzol 
reported  from  those  sources  amounted  to  2,516,483  gallons,  with  an 
average  value  of  nearly  67  cents,  at  least  three  times  the  value  of 
crude  benzol  before  the  war,  and  623,506  gallons  of  toluol)  with  an 
average  value  of  $2.45  a  gallon.  Crude  Mnzol,  which  in  1914  was 
used  to  some  extent  for  motor  fuel,  contained  the  toluol,  which  is 
now  separated  out  and  sold  at  fancy  prices. 

Quantities  and  values  of  by-products  from  coke-oven  operations  in 
1915  were: 


Fradact. 


Qaantlty. 


Value. 


Tar  obtained  and  sold - gallons. 

Ammonia  obtained  and  sold: 

8alpbate pounds. 

Llouor gallons. 

Annrdrous pounds. 

aasproaneed IC  cubic  feet. 

Soiwiis  gas  sold  or  used: 

Illuminating do... 

Domestic  Inel do... 

Industrial  fuel do... 

Benxol  products: 

crude  light  oils gallons. 

Second!^  light  oils do... 

Beniol do... 

Toluol do... 

Solvent  naphtha do... 

Naphthaline pounds. 

Other  products  • 


138,414,901 

1S0,WO,4«7 
10,62e,«U 
30,003,lte 

213,067,614 

17,196,426 
37,n0,«34 
3»,5«g,864 

13,082.67S 
182.039 
2,516.483 
623,303 
196.1.;i 
405,865 


$3,568,331 

5,648.958 
1.240.473 
2,978,0lt 


3,0S3.3I1 
3.I.'W.I29 
2,381.4.50 

4,.10l.2Sl 

2.S.r)l 

1.42S  3J1 

l.iLO   .); 

4(1.2  it 

W.ili} 

379  491 


Total  by-products 

Coka. short  tons. 


14,o;3,8»5  I 


29.a;i.:,:» 

48.;.5<..ti> 


78,  .382. 99 1 


a  Indudes  breeze,  retort  carbon,  domestic  coke  and  coke  dust,  and  anHlne  oO. 


The  total  production  of  the  cyanide  industry  in  this  country  for 
1914  was  16,450,225  pounds,  valued  at  $2,398,674,  compared  witli 
13,291,080  poun(k,  valued  at  $1,941,893,  in  1909,  according  to  figures 
reported  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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KE0I8T&ATI0N  OF  COMPAHIES  DT  GAJTAOA. 

[Consul  General  John  G.  Foster,  Ottawa.] 

The  Dominion  of  Canada  Companies  Act  (sec.  17)  authorizes 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  any  company  in- 
corporated under  the  laws  of  any  of  the  Provinces,  or  of  the  United 
ICingdom,  or  of  any  foreign  country,  incorporating  the  shareholders 
as  a  company  under  the  act.  Practicallj'  no  use  is  made  of  this 
authorization,  however,  it  being  regarded  as  much  better  practice  to 
incorporate  a  subsidiary  company. 

Section  5  of  the  act  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  State  by  letters 
patent,  under  his  seal  of  office,  to  grant  a  charter  to  any  nimiber  of 
persons  (not  less  than  five)  who  apply  therefor,  constituting  such 
persons,  and  others  who  have  become  subscribers  to  the  memo- 
randum of  agreement,  and  who  thereafter  become  shareholders  in 
the  company  thereby  created,  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  for  any 
of  the  purposes  or  objects  to  which  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
Parliament  of  Canada  extends.  Exceptions  to  this  authority,  under 
the  act,  are  the  construction  and  working  of  railways,  or  of  tele- 
graph or  telephone  lines,  the  business  of  insurance,  loan  companies, 
and  banking,  and  the  issue  of  paper  money. 

AppUeatloiu  for  B«glstnitioB. 

The  applicants  for  such  letters  patent  must  file  in  the  Departmoit 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  an  application  setting  forth  the  following 
particulars : 

•  (o)  The  proposed  corporate  name  of  the  company,  which  shall  not  l)e  that 
of  any  other  known  company.  Incorporated  or  unincorporated,  or  any  name 
liable  to  be  confounded  therewith,  and  shall  not  be  otherwise  oa  public  grounds 
objectionable;  (b)  the  purposes  for. which  its  incorporation  is  sought;  (c)  the 
place  within  Canada  which  is  to  be  its  chief  place  of  business;  (d)  the  pro- 
IHJsed  amount  of  Its  capital  stock;  (e)  the  number  of  shares  and  the  amount 
of  each  share;  (/)  the  names  in  full  and  the  address  and  calling  of  each  of 
the  applicants,  with  special  mention  of  the  names  of  not  more  than  15  and  not 
less  than  3  of  their  number  who  are  to  be  the  first  or  provisional  directors  of 
the  company;  {g)  the  amount  of  stock  taken  by  each  applicant;  the  amount, 
if  any,  paid  in  upon  the  stock  of  each  applicant,  and  the  manner  In  which  the 
same  has  been  paid  and  is  held  for  the  company. 

Bcglstratioii  Feet. 

The  fees  provided  are  the  same  for  an  original  incorporation  or 
for  reincorporation  and  are  as  follows :  When  authorized  capital  is 
$50,000  or  less,  $100 :  when  authorized  capital  is  more  than  $50,000 
and  not  more  than  $200,000,  $100  (and  $1  for  every  $1,000  or  frac- 
tional part  thereof  in  excess  of  $50,000)  ;  when  authorized  capital  is 
more  than  $200,000  and  not  more  than  $500,000,  $250  (and  $0.50  for 
every  $1,000  or  fractional  part  thereof  in  excess  of  $200,000) ;  when 
authorized  capital  is  more  than  $500,000,  $400  (and  $0.20  for  every 
$1,000  or  fractional  part  thereof  in  excess  of  $500,000). 

All  fees  must  be  paid  in  cash  or  by  an  accepted  check  made  pay- 
able to  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  should  be  transmitted 
to  him  by  registered  letter.    The  application  for  incorporation  must 
be  in  accordance  with  a  prescribed  form. 
ECeet  of  DomiBloa  Ke^stratton. 

For  several  years  there  has  been  a  le^al  dispute  as  to  the  respec- 
tive jurisdictions  of  Dominion  and  Provincial  Govenunents  ccmcem- 
ing  the  incorporation  of  companies.    All  the  Provinces  have  enacted 
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statutes  providiiig  for  the  incorporation  of  companies,  and  in  all  the 
Provinces  except  Quebec  the  acts  are  intended  to  apply  to  Dominimi 
corporations  as  weU  as  to  those  companies  which  have  received  incor- 
poration under  foreign  or  British  laws.  The  most  drastic  of  these 
Srovincial  acts  is  that  of  British  Ck>lumbia,  which  came  into  force  in 
ulj,  1910.  This  law  resulted  in  a  suit  brought  by  the  John  Deere 
Plow  Co.,  a  company  incorporated  under  Dominion  charter  and  au- 
thorized to  carry  on  business  in  agricultural  implements  throughout 
Canada.  The  case  was  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  British  Co- 
lumbia adversely  to  the  company,  but  was  appealed  to  the  Imperial 
Privy  Council,  which  has  rendered  a  decision  to  the  effect  that  the 
British  Columbia  act  can  give  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  powers 
conferred  upon  the  company  by  the  Dominion  Parliament.  This  j  udg- 
ment  affects  the  companies  acts  in  force  in  Ontario,  Manitoba,  Al- 
berta, Saskatchewan,  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Yukon. 
The  act  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  specifically  excepts  Dominion 
companies  from  its  provisions,  and  is  therefore  unaffected.  The 
act  of  Prince  Edward  Island  is  of  different  character  and  is  like- 
wise not  affected  by  the  decision. 

The  ruling  in  this  case  assei-ts  the  paramount  jurisdiction  of  the 
Dominion  over  trade  and  commerce,  and  is  generally  interpreted  to 
mean  that  a  company  incorporated  under  the  Dominion  act  to  do 
business  throughout  Canada  may  disregard  the  provincial  acts,  so 
far  as  incorporation  is  concerned.  Such  companies,  although  incor- 
porated with  full  powers  to  trade,  are  subject,  however,  to  pro- 
vincial laws  of  general  application.  Thus,  although  a  company  may 
have  capacity  to  hold  land  it  can  not  refuse  to  oSsy  the  laws  of  the 
Province  in  which  the  land  is  situated,  as  to  mortmain,  nor  can  it 
escape  the  pajmient  of  provincial  taxes,  even  though  these  may 
assume  the  form  of  requiringj  as  the  method  of  raising  of  revenue,  a 
license  which  affects  a  Dommion  company  in  common  with  other 
companies. 

In  view  of  the  John  Deere  Plow  Co.  decision  and  the  policy  of 
the  Canadian  Department  of  State,  it  is  believed  that  it  would  be 
advisable  for  all  companies  intending  to  do  business  throughout 
Canada  to  seek  incorporation  of  a  subsidiary  company  under  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  Companies  Act.  A  considerable  number  of 
provincial  companies  have  sought  Dominion  incorporation. 

[The  registration  of  foreign  corporations  is  of  special  importance  In  BrItlMli 
Columbia,  where  commeroial  travelers  representing  companies  not  registeretl 
under  the  provincial  act  (or,  according  to  the  above  decision,  under  tlie 
Dominion  Companies  Act)  are  subject  to  fine.  In  the  other  Provinces,  iiow- 
ever,  it  is  understood  that  the  soliciting  of  orders  for  corporations  not  reKi.-> 
tered  under  provincial  or  Dominion  laws  is  not  penalized.  Previous  noti<vs 
on  this  subject  were  published  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  2,  pages  ."iT-SS; 
No.  12,  page  176;  and  No.  15,  page  55.] 

Dutch  ITaxiinTim  Prices  for  Feat. 

Commercial  Attach^  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  at  The  Hague,  reports 
that  the  Netherlands  Government  has  established  maximum  prices 
for  peat  on  account  of  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  coal.  The 
development  of  jjeat  beds  is  becoming  quite  extensive,  and  the  estab- 
l^ment  of  maximum  prices  was  for  tne  purpose  of  protecting  the 
poorer  people  against  exorbitant  prices  in  this  good  substitute  for 
coal. 
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WORK  OF  HEW  ZEALAITO  BOARD  OF  IXABE. 

(Consul  Oeneral  AJfred  A.  Winslow,  Aackland,  June  29.] 

About  the  first  of  the  year  the  New  Zealand  Government  organized 
a  Dominion  Board  of  Trade,  consisting  of  three  members  and  a 
secretary,  to  investigate  the  commercial  and  industrial  conditions 
growing  out  of  the  European  war,  with  authority  to  sit  in  different 
parts  of  tiie  Dominion  and  summon  individuals  and  representatives 
of  commercial  bodies  and  industries  to  appear  before  it  and  answer 
question  relative  to  their  interests. 

This  Board  of  Trade  has  now  visited  the  important  centers  of  the 
Dominion  and  has  guite  fully  studied  industrial  conditions,  espe- 
cially as  regards  their  bearing  on  the  cost  of  living,  with  the  result 
that  it  has  made  recommendations  to  the  New  Zeamnd  Government 
relative  to  the  control  of  certain  products  and  wholesale  and  retail 
prices  at  which  they  shall  be  sold. 

Beoommendations  Coverinr  Wheat,  Tlonr,  aad  Bread. 

According  to  the  New  Zealand  Herald,  a  leading  daily  paper  of 
AucklandTthe  board  offered  the  following  recommendatiMis  regulat- 
ing the  wheat,  flour,  and  bread  trade : 

We  feel  that  the  distribution  of  the  food  supply  of  the  Bominlon  can  not 
safely  be  left  In  a  time  of  crista  to  the  working  of  an  unr^ulated  system  of 
supply  and  demand,  and  we  consider  that  the  sitnation  as  regards  prices  of 
flour  and  by-products  of  wheat  should  be  closely  and  continuously  watched,  with 
the  aid  of  returns  periodically  furnished  to  the  Board  of  Trade  throu^  tlie 
Government  statistician.  We  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  enacted  ibat 
millers  and  recognized  dealers  in  grain  should  be  registered  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  should  furnish  from  week  to  week  the  quantities  of  wheat  pur- 
chased and  the  prices  paid.  Appropriate  penalties  should  be  provided  for  omit- 
ting to  furnish  or  for  furnishing  false  returns.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
board,  In  conjunction  with  the  Government  statistician,  to  collate  the  informa- 
tion thus  supplied,  and  weekly  to  furnish  an  official  quotation  of  the  actual 
market  prices.  At  present  the  leading  newspapers  publish  weeldy  market  qno- 
tatlons,  and  we  are  in  possession  of  evidence  that  the  publication  of  unreliable 
information  by  speculators  has,  on  occasions,  artificially  raised  the  price  <rf 
wheat  to  genuine  dealers  and  detrimentally  affected  the  industry  generally. 
We  further  recommend  that  threshing-miU  proprietors  be  required  to  register 
with  the  Board  of  Trade  and  send  weekly  returns  of  quantities  of  grain 
threshed  to  the  Government  statistician.  Appropriate  penalties  should  be  pro- 
vided for  failure  to  comply. 

We  have  considered  the  question  whether  the  fixing  of  a  maximum  price  for 
wheat,  flour,  and  breads  by  legal  enactment  or  by  the  method  of  "  recommended 
prices  "  adopted  In  England  would  be  best  suited  to  the  conditions  here.  There 
are  difficulties  under  both  systems,  but,  on  the  whole,  we  pref«:  the  latter 
method. 

The  majority  of  master  bakers  discourage  over-the-counter  sales  of  bread 
by  charging  the  customer  in  the  shop  the  same  price  as  for  delivery.  It,  th«e- 
fore,  is  recommended  that  a  relative  over-the-counter  price  be  made  compulsory, 
and  that  It  be  at  least  3  cents  less  than  the  price  for  delivery.  This  provision 
should  ai^Iy  to  the  four  main  centers  and  the  secondary  towns. 

Beneficial  Kesnlts  of  Board's  Action. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
has  to  some  extent  influenced  prices  in  New  Zealand,  and  that  it  may 
have  material  beneficial  results  when  additional  legislation  and  r^^- 
lations  have  been  put  in  force.  The  cost  of  food  products  and  house- 
hold necessities  for  this  Dominion  have  increased  20  to  30  per  cent 
since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  which  has  made  it  almost  imperative 
that  wages  be  raised,  and  in  many  cases  a  war  bonus  has  been  allowed 
even  in  the  case  of  civil  servants. 
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AQUCULTUBJJL  SEVELOFMEBT  DT  UBUOITAT. 

[Special  Axent  F.  H.  von  Hotz,  June  4.] 

Although  Uruguay  is  essentially  a  cattle  country,  much  encour- 
agement has  been  given  to  agriculture  by  the  GoTernment  and  the 
railways.  [See  report  on  s^  distribution  in  Uruguay  in  Com- 
MBBCE  Refobts  f or  Apr.  1 ;  also  report  on  Government  experimental 
farm  in  Uruguay,  Apr.  21.]  The  cultivated  area,  although  still 
small,  is  increasing,  and  everything  points  toward  improved  agri- 
cnltural  conditions.  With  carefully  selected  drought-resisting  seeds 
and  modem  methods  a  much  better  ^ield  is  expected.  When  this 
transpires  agriculture  will  receive  an  impetus  and  farmers  are  likely 
to  turn  from  cattle  raising  to  farming,  thus  opening  up  an  increasing 
market  for  implements. 

A  prominent  firm  remarked  on  the  small  attention  given  by  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  to  the  Uruguayan  market  and  mentioned  that  the 
sale  of  implements  might  l^  easily  increased  by  sending  well- 
informed  traveling  salesmen,  as  is  now  done  in  Argentina,  who  can 
give  actual  demonstrations  of  harrows,  plows,  seeding  machinery, 
•nd  especially  com  planters,  cultivators,  and  sAiellers.  A  long  stay 
in  Urugmy  i«  not  necessary  to  get  the  business,  but  to  make  sales  edu- 
eationu  work  among  the  farmers  is  imperative  in  cooperation  with 
the  small  dealers  and  large  importers  with  a  view  to  establishing 
better  selling  <M*ganizatioiis  in  the  farming  districts. 


mnai-TBASE  cobsitiohs  dt  Scottish  icabket. 

[Consnl  Howard  D.  Van  Sant,  Dunfermline,  July  18.1 

Attention  is  given  to  conditions  in  the  linen  trade  here  in  recent 
pidolications  issued  in  the  Dunfermline  district.  The  Edinburgh 
Scotsman  in  a  review  of  the  trade  states: 

The  movonent  in  llnena  Is  not  expanding.  AU  tbe  present  conditions  are  con- 
ducing to  B  careful  policy  on  the  part  of  bnyers.  In  some  of  tlie  important 
directions  demand  la  much  quieter,  though  at  distributing  centers  there  is  no 
sorplns  of  linen  goods.  There  are  various  grades  of  linens  which  New  York  is 
tiiort  of,  and  it  is  admitted  that  cotton  substitutes  are  employed  only  when  the 
orlg^inal  fabric  is  unobtainable.  In  the  matter  of  price,  no  relief  has  come 
tlirongh  large  stiipments  of  the  raw  material.  Values  of  the  fiber  are  strongly 
maintained,  and  there  is  only  one  source  of  supply  as  regards  tbe  better  quall- 
tiecL  Spinners  are  going  along  carefully  and  making  only  occasional  purchases, 
as  the  situation  scarcely  warrants  tbe  carrying  of  large  stocks  at  the  prices 
being  charged.  It  la  even  argued  that  the  matter  of  supply  will  be  smaller  in 
tbe  next  season.  Qood  tows  are  wanted,  and  of  tows  in  general  there  is  now  a 
mfOderate  supply  at  long  prices.  Yarns  are  not  meeting  with  the  activity  of 
many  past  months.  Finished  yarns  have  been  going  at  something  less  In  certain 
qualities. 

akebican  fetbolexjh  bseaes  all  SECOSDS. 

The  petroleum  marketed  in  the  United  States  in  1915  amounted 
to  281,104,104  barrels,  valued  at  $179,462,890.  The  United  States 
Greological  Survey  reports  that  more  cmde  petroleum  was  marketed 
in  the  United  States  in  1915  than  in  anj  previous  year  in  the  history 
of  the  industry — ^nearly  a  6  per  cent  mcrease  over  that  credited  to 
1914j  and  about  6  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  estimated  total  made 
public  by  th«  Geological  Survey  on  January  1.  The  average  price 
received  at  the  well  for  this  output  was  64  cents  a  barrel. 
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FOBEIOH  COHMEBCE  OF  PHIIJPFIirES  STTSIHO  MAT. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correfpondent,  Manila,  ]une  20.] 

The  feature  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
for  May,  1916,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  month  of  last 
year,  is  an  increase  of  nearly  100  per  cent  in  the  value  of  exports. 
iTie  figures  are :  For  May,  1916,  $7,437,497 ;  for  May,  1915,  $4,027,.338; 
balance  in  favor  of  May,  1916,  $3,410,159. 

Many  commodities  have  shown  substantial  increases,  and  several 
new  articles  of  export  which  appeared  in  the  commerce  for  the 
month  were  not  represented  a  year  ago.  The  remarkable  showing, 
however,  is  accounted  for  principally  by  the  increases  shown  in 
the  staple  products  of  the  islands.  Some  have  resulted  from  marked 
development  in  local  production,  others  are  due  to  transportaticHi 
and  foreign-trade  conditions. 

Coconut  oU  is  a  commodity  whose  increased  exportation  seems  to 
be  accounted  for  principally  by  development  in  production,  though 
affected  to  some  extent  also  by  ocean-traiuq>ortation  conditions.  The 
production  of  coconut  oil  for  export  originated  in  a  desire  to  prepare 
the  salable  portion  of  the  coconut  for  the  foreign  market  in  the 
smallest  possible  bulk  to  reduce  the  cost  of  transportation.  With 
this  object  in  view,  one  fairly  large  oil  mill  has  been  established  in 
Manila  and  is  being  run  successndly,  while  another  is  now  being 
established  in  Cebu.  The  total  value  of  the  coconut  oil  exported 
during  May,  1916,  was  $340,766,  as  against  $144,000  for  May,  1915. 
It  is  expected  that  an  increasingly  large  proportion  of  the  coconuts 
produced  in  the  islands  will  be  marketed  as  oil  in  the  future. 

Sednced  Quantity  of  Copra  Exported.  ,  .,, 

Wliile  the  expansion  in  the  foreign  trade  in  coconut  oil  was  being 
registered,  there  was  a  marked  famng  off  in  the  quantity  of  copra 
exported.  The  total  value  of  this  commodity  sold  abroad  durmg 
May,  1915,  was  $1,131,424,  while  that  for  May,  1916,  was  only 
$151,565.  Not  all  of  this  difference  was  due  to  the  fact  that  more 
copra  is  being  rendered  into  oil  in  the  islands  now,  but  a  considerable 
part  of  it  may  be  attributed  to  that  fact. 

A  fivefold  increase,  approximately,  is  noted  in  the  exports  of 
embroideries  over  those  of  the  corresponding  month  last  year.  The 
value  was  $75,670,  as  compared  with  $15,305  for  May,  1915. 

Among  the  more  important  staples,  sugar  showed  the  greatest 
increase.  This  was  due  to  two  principal  factors.  The  tonnage  avail- 
able during  the  month  was  greater  tlian  in  May  of  last  year,  and 
there  was  an  advance  in  price.  If  figures  were  available  they  would 
probably  show  also  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  sugar  harvested. 
The  total  value  of  this  commodity  shipped  during  the  month  was 
$2,460,863,  a  great  advance  over  $659,810  in  the  corresponding  month 
last  year.  This  is  obviously  due  in  a  large  measure  to  temporary 
conditions,  although  there  nas  been  also  an  expansion  in  uie  in- 
dustry. 

The  figures  for  Manila  hemp  reflect  the  larger  tonnage  available 
in  Mayj  1916,  as  well  as  a  healthy  condition  of  the  export  trade  in 
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that  cofomodity.    The  values  for  hemp  in  May,  1915  and  1916,  re- 
spectively, were  $1,464,480  and  $3,113,137 
laigelj  Increased  Trade  In  Kaguey  Fiber. 

Trade  in  maguey  fiber  increased  more  than  500  per  cent,  from 
$47,833  to  $314,566.  The  production  of  this  fiber  has  increased  very 
materially  during  the  year,  largely  because  the  plantings  heretofore 
made  have  just  reached  the  harvesting  stage.  Much  has  been  done 
to  spread  the  cultivation  of  maguey,  and  planting  has  been  imder- 
taken  in  many  communities.  Unless  some  setback  is  experienced, 
the  exports  oi  the  fiber  may  be  expected  to  increase  materially  in 
the  next  few  years. 

Shipments  of  various  tobacco  products  were  greatly  in  excess  of 
the  corresponding  shipments  for  May,  1915,  a  result  of  improved 
shipping  facilities.  The  figures  were:  May,  1915,  $358,457;  May, 
1916,  $601,561. 

'  A  notable  increase  was  registered  by  several  of  the  less  important 
articles  of  export,  which  in  the  aggregate  helped  materially  to  swell 
the  total  of  foreign  trade.  The  value  of  Philippine  hats  exported 
was  $35,256,  as  compared  with  $10,827  for  May,  1915.  A  similar 
increase  was  noted  in  knotted  hemp,  the  value  of  the  exports  of 
which  was  $46,214,  compared  with  $10,436  for  May  of  last  year. 

Philippine  rope  to  the  value  of  $10,240  was  exported,  a^inst 
$4,912  last  year.  A  modenl  rope-making  plant  has  been  established 
in  Manila  recently,  and  is  able  to  meet  more  than  the  local  demand 
with  rop>e  of  a  good  grade.  Several  old-style  ropewalks  are  in  opera- 
tion, but  the  quality  of  their  product  does  not  compare  well  with 
that  made  by  modem  machinery. 

Demand  for  Syewoods  Disclosed  by  Export  Flgrnres. 

Dyewoods  were  exported  to  the  value  of  $5,505.  These  shipments 
are  due  to  the  shortage  of  dyestuflfs  in  the  world's  markets.  Prac- 
l^cSlly  none  of  this  wood  had  been  exported  heretofore.  Exports  in- 
cluded an  unusually  large  amount  of  old  scrap  copper,  valued  at 
$1J,1(>6,  compared  with  #,842  for  May,  1915. 

'  The  value  of  the  imports  for  May  was  slightly  more  than  for  the 
corresponding  month  last  year.  The  figures  for  May,  1915,  were 
$5j404,579  and  those  for  May,  1916,  $3,613,811. 

A  small  increase  was  shown  in  the  value  of  cotton  goods  im- 
ported. For  May,  1915,  it  was  $676,526,  and  for  May,  1916, 
$706,351. 

There  was  a  slight  decline  in  imports  of  several  food  articles,  in- 
cluding wheat  flour,  which  fell  from  $279,061  to  $199,284.  This  dif- 
ference probably  does  not  indicate  any  considerable  variation  in  the 
amount  consumed,  but  rather  is  the  result  of  circumstances,  such  as 
the  arrival  of  cargoes,  or  the  failure  to  arrive  within  the  period 
under  consideration.  A  similar  decrease  in  the  value  of  meat  prod- 
ucts was  noted,  from  $165,807  to  $119,116.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
value  of  dairy  products  increased  to  $56,607  from  $43,081  for  May, 
1915. 

The  value  of  the  rice  imported  during  May,  1916,  was  consid- 
erably lower  than  that  for  the  corresponding  month  last  year.    The 
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amount  was  $346,954,  compared  with  $540,550.  The  difference  is 
probably  accounted  for  by  the  improvement  in  the  domestic  rice 
crop. 

Nearly  half  the  total  trade  of  the  islands  for  the  month  was  with 
the  United  States.  The  foreign  commerce  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
for  May,  by  countries,  was : 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  tiada. 

United  States 

81,714,489 
17,686 

83,463,823 

13,450 

91585 

2,112,823 

152,690 

164,963 

282,063 

453 

184,646 

235,840 

63,462 

112,520 

12,032 

244,620 

7,500 

3,621 

328 

I0,5M 

15,178.311 

Hawaii 

31,13i> 

9,583 

United  Kingdom 

208,233 

354,202 

221,863 

78,744 

343,945 

120,974 

6,618 

142,347 

72,919 

154,300 

11,877 

34,281 

19,867 

20,747 

10,016 

15,444 

l!ll8 

3,520 

3,064 

981 

691 

30 

406 

2,3Z1,IK 

505,901 

ca^:::::;:::::::::::::::;;::""""!":::::":::::;;:::::::::: 

38t,82t 

Spain 

366,807 

rtench  East  Indies ......... 

345,388 

Australasia 

306,530 

Hongkong 

243,458 

British  E^t  Indies 

206.  S09 

185,439 

Dutch  East  Indies 

1G6.332 

294,497 

Switzerland 

41, Wl 

Slam 

23,488 

21,075 

Italy 

K.sn 

Norway 

15,444 

3,210 
65 

4,«S 

Canada 

3,oK 

Germany ...........••«•. 

3,0C1 

BelKium : 

Wl 

aa 

AMStrift-P""gaTy     

■■"'ioiiai" 

30 

201,6«2 

Total,  1916 

8,558,863 
3,40i,6<9 

7,279,381 
4,027,338 

10,837.744 

7,431,917 

AMEBICAN  PBODUCnON  OF  COTTON  GOODS. 

The  growth  of  the  cotton-goods  industry  in  the  United  Str^es 
between  1909  and  1914  is  shown  by  the  1914'census  of  manufactures, 
a  summary  of  which  has  been  made  public  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census.  Although  only  one  additional  establishment  was  reported 
at  the  end  of  the  five-year  period,  the  total  value  of  the  products 
increased  11.6  per  cent,  and  the  total  cost  of  the  principal  materials 
used  increased  18.3  per  cent.  The  industry  has  been  studied  in  reln- 
tion  to  three  branches — cotton  goods,  cotton  small  wares,  and  cotton 
lace  goods. 

The  quantity  of  raw  cotton  consumed  in  the  three  branches  of  this 
industry  in  1914  was  2,523,500,837  pounds,  as  compared  with  2,333,- 
344,906  pounds  in  1909.  The  cost  of  cotton  consumed  during  the  later 
year  was  $330,315,223,  representing  an  increase  of  20^  per  cent.  The 
proportion  which  the  quantity  of  foreign  cotton  formed  of  the  total 
was  3.6  per  cent  in  1914  and  3.3  per  cent  in  1909.  The  amount  of 
cotton  waste  purchased  as  such  for  use  decreased  from  80,044,061 

?iounds  in  1909  to  54,116,105  pounds  in  1914,  and  the  cost  decreased 
rom  $4,225,790  to  $3,542,631.  Cotton  yams  purchased  for  consump- 
tion showed  an  increase  from  126,707,003  pounds,  at  a  cost  of  $34- 
384,791,  in  1909  to  139,482,027  pounds,  at  a  cost  of  $39,793,131,  in 
1914.  The  quantity  of  yams  other  than  cotton  purchased  for  con- 
sumption decreased  from  5,605,522  poimds  to  3^09^77  pounds,  or 
by  41  jjer  cent,  but  the  consumption  of  fibers  other  than  cotton  in- 
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creased  ft-om  1,627,189  pounds  to  4,276,476  pounds,  or  by  162.8  per 
cent,  indicating  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  mills  to  spin  their, 
accessorjr  yams  instead  of  purchasing  them. 

Quantities  and  values  or  the  various  products  for  the  two  years 


were: 


Products. 


19(» 


1914 


Total  Talas. 


(828,391,813 


4701, 152, 268 


Wov»  goods ISZ'y^ 


Vvalue  . 


T>^^ PT '"'''•■ 


Gi'>eb«'» lvalue 

rancy  wwres,  total fJlta."*"''* 


rsquaro  j-ards . 


Tahi« 

Drills /square  jrards.. 

\value 


Twins,  sateens,  etc {?5jSP  *'"*'* 

All  other  fancy  weaves {vaiST '^'''' ' ' 

Napped  fabrics (vlSSr'*''^ 

Velvets,  corduroys,  plushBS,  etc {JSS*^'*^" 

Toweling  and  teny  weaves {^SlSr '^'^*' 

UoKiuito  netting  and  similar  kbrks j^JiSo''"'^ 


Bags  and  bagging '^^^  ^"^ ' 


Tapestries {ratoe*™"''" 


AU  other  woven  goods {?i'JJJ* '™^*' ' 

Yams  manubctured  (or  sale I''??"'''  " 

pounds  . 
value  ... 
pounds  . 
lvalue  . 


Thread 
Tvtoe. 


C«*««»««>drope {^^.■ 

C«ttiB  waste  not  used {vSS^ 

Ail  4(lier  products,  value 


«,  267. 581.279 

r447, 167,319 

162,476,322 

»27,485,892 

537,430,463 

137.939,040 

1.318,765,235 

$128,873,133 

238.868,407 

117,750,151 

388,314,961 

134,274,107 

691,580,867 

874,848,875 

305,655,864 

*2S,6aS,367 

19, 706, 438 

16,965,634 

52, 778, 170 

18,037.075 

59,100,819 

82,108,560 

63,107,568 

84,862.451 

10,657.385 

14.723. 907 

1,737,883,015 

1201,481,260 

470,370.995 

8109. 314. 963 

2^  -(^  157 

t2'V    !-,.169 

■  i.i.;i.',.,7i 

t2.417,:Mll 

7,f.n3,H07 

$1,104,  .'06 

310.513.348 

810,874.386 

i36.g3(>,g(9 


6,815,545,683 

$488,728,051 

248,539,379 

$47,911,989 

489,661,133 

$36,706,542 

1,422,787,368 

$131,813,609 

289,969,885 

$21,256,093 

392, 108, 735 

$32,891,854 

740,708,748 

$77,605,057 

263,862,227 

$24,352,020 

29,128,703 

$8.  ,540, 143 

75; 732. 241 

$9,805,232 

97,981,783 

$2,820,524 

129,3.57,002 

$9,703,616 

10,137,710 

$5,411,592 

4,048,458,137 

$211,650,787 

497,986,999 

$127,363,952 

26.507.023 

$22,917,099 

13,2,84.875 

$2,792,125 

5.515,6.58 

$891,223 

317,360,019 

$14,421,923 

$44,037,886 


a  In  addition,  cotton  goods  to  the  \'alDeof  ta,S38,I30  were  produced  In  ISM  by  eetabUsbments  engaged 
priicf -ily  in  other  lines  o(  faidustry. 

TO  EXPEDITE  BASH  MINmO  SHIPHENTS. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Gungaulus,  Johannesburg,  Union  of  South  Africa,  June  28.1 

The  Transvaal  Chamber  of  Mines,  with  headquarters  at  Johannes- 
burg, has  dispatched  to  the  United  States,  on  oehalf  of  certain  of 
the  mining  groups  who  are  members  of  the  central  buying  committee, 
a  representative  of  the  chamber  with  a  view  to  expediting  shipments 
of  mining  machinery  and  other  materials  ordered  from  that  country, 
this  precaution  being  taken  on  account  of  the  danger  of  delayed  ship- 
ments due  to  the  abnormal  conditions  prevailing.  It  is  not  intended 
that  any  direct  purchases  shall  be  made  through  this  representative, 
so  long  as  the  mines  are  able  to  obtain  the  stools  necessary  for  their 
requirements  through  local  merchants  and  the  usual  agencies  em- 
ployed, his  mission  being  primarily  to  facilitate  shipment  generally. 

[The  name  and  address  of  this  representative  in  the  United  States  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  ForelKn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
oOfees.    Refer  to  file  No.  78965.] 
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imiEKAL  PBODircnOH  IN  ITEW  ZEAUUtD. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Aackland,  July  1.] 

According  to  statistics  given  out  by  the  Department  ol  Mines,  there 
was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  mineral  production  in  New  2^1and  dur- 
ing 1915,  which  is  attributed  to  the  shortage  of  miners,  caused  by 
emistments  in  the  army. 

The  value  of  gold  and  silver  produced  during  1915  amounted  to 
$6,562,422,  as  compared  with  $7,799,291  for  1914.  The  value  of 
bullion  obtained  from  quartz  mines  was  $5,015,045  as  a  result  of  treat- 
ing 484,029  tons  of  ore,  and  $746,326  from  alluvial  claims,  as  com- 
pared with  $765,612  for  the  year  1914. 

The  output  of  coal  last  year  amounted  to  2,208,624  tons,  compared 
with  2,275,593  tons  during  1914,  the  latter  being  a  record  production. 

The  value  of  gold  exported  during  1915  amounted  to  $8,246..542. 
as  compared  with  $4,357,304  for  1914.  This  large  increase  in  cxi>ortp 
is  accounted  for  because  during  quite  a  portion  of  1914  and  some  of 
1915  there  was  an  embargo  placed  on  the  exportation  of  gold,  which 
resulted  in  quite  an  accumulation  of  b'llion  that  foimd  a  market  in 
the  latter  part  of  1915,  much  of  it  going  to  the  United  States. 


BBANCH  OF  BANCO  HACIONAL  UITRAMABINO  FOB  PAHA. 

[Consul  George  IT.  Plckerell,  Para,  Brazil,  July  11.] 

The  Banco  Nacional  Ultramarine,  the  strongest  Portuguese  finan- 
cial institution,  with  headciuarters  in  Lisbonj  will  open  a  branch  in 
Para  next  September.  This  baiik  has  offices  in  Rip  de  Janeiro,  San- 
tos, and  Sao  Paulo  and  another  is  about  to  be  opened  in  Pemambutfo.- 
The  operations  of  the  bank  were  extended  to  Brazil  only  about  two 
years  ago  and,  owing  to  its  efficient  management,  it  has  been  able 
to  secure  a  commanding  position  in  the  Brazilian  exchange  market. 
With  a  Portuguese  colony  in  this  city  of  over  25,000,  comprising  a 
most  active  and  enterprising  merchant  class,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  bank  in  Para  will  do  an  important  business  and  contribute  ma- 
terially toward  the  development  of  Portuguese  trade  with  northern 
Brazil.  The  writer  is  informed  that  it  is  also  proposed  to  open  a 
branch  in  Manaos  later. 

American  banks  doing  business  in  Brazil  should  be  encouraged 
by  the  success  that  has  accompanied  the  activities  of  the  Banco 
Nacional  Ultramarino. 

mCBEASEI)  BETUBNS  OF  DTTTCH  FISHEBIES. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  July  8.] 

The  catch  of  fish  brought  into  Ymuiden,  the  market  at  the  entrance 
of  the  North  Sea  Canal,  realized  in  June  this  year  the  equivalent  of 
$1,150,000,  against  $275,000  in  June,  1915,  and  $202,000  in  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  1914.  Tlie  total  for  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year  was  the  equivalent  of  $4,640,00,  against  $2,108,000  and  $1,450,000 
in  the  like  periods  of  1915  and  1914,  respectively. 
.  The  great  increase  this  year  is  due  mainly  to  a  larger  catch,  but 
higher  prices  (20  to  30  per  cent  above  those  of  1915)  have  also  con- 
tributed to  the  augmented  returns.  • 
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AHEBIGAN  COBSULAA  OiTICESS  OH  ISAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
j'urisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mter\-iews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion ol 
venue. 

Address. 

KoM.  Japan 

Aug.  IS 
Aug.  10 
Sept.    5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.   14 

Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
121  West  Charlotte  Street,  Norfolk.  Va. 

Coobe,  A.  e. 

Patras,  Greece 

Buddersfleld,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nggasald,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Ohftfoft,  China 

Hater.  D       

Lunenburg.  Vt. 

Hasterson,  William  W 

Carrollton,  Ky. 

Apartment   No.    75,    The    Brunswick, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

UiaiOfhiin,  J   r.. 

Jewell,  JobnF 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  O, 

Do. 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Kemper,  Graham  H 

Gooller,  James  H 

Erturt^  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
PortAntonlo.JamaIca. 

Karachi,  India... 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Baaeitine.  Boss. 

Department  ot  State,  Wadibnton.  D.  0. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Uo. 

Lalng,  Junes  OUv«r 

BETTEB  FACILITIES  FOB  FISHEBI^  SEBVICE  IH  ALASKA. 

An  appropriation  of  $20,000,  granted  by  Congress  in  the  sundry 
civil  appropriation  act,  wUl  enable  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  to  construct  some  badly  needed  houses  for  the  natives  oi> 
0)6  Pribilof  Islands.  The  houses  now  on  the  islands  are  relics  of  the 
time  before  the  Government  took  direct  charge,  and  in  many  cases  are 
in  at  depl<v{d>le  condition  and  unfit  for  habitation.  It  is  proposed  to 
bnild  6  dwellings  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  5  on  St.  George,  each  to 
consist  of  4  or  5  rooms.  Some  of  the  dwellings  whose  condition  war- 
rants the  expenditure  will  be  repaired  and  enlarged,  more  sanitary 
outbuildings  will  be  provided,  additional  storehouses  and  workshops 
will  be  constructed,  water  will  be  supplied  to  each  village,  the 
hospital  on  St.  Paul  will  be  repaired,  and  various  other  much-needed 
improvements  will  be  imdertaken. 

,Another  item  of  interest  in  the  bill  is  an  appropriation  of  $10,000 
f oi:  the  purchase  or  construction  of  two  motor  boats  for  the  fisheries 
inspection  service  in  Alaska.  The  acquisition  of  these  boats  will 
very  materially  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  bureau  in 
that  Territory. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BITBEAU  OF  FOBEIQK  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 

DIBTBICr  OFnCES.  COOPEBATFTS  OFnCES. 

nW  TOBK:  Koom  40t,  CotoakMie. 

BOSTOHt  18ik  floor,  Gnrtomkon*. 

CmCiflOt  Mi  Fe4enl  Balldlag. 

n.  LOVIBi  408  Third  NaUoaal  Bank  Balldlag. 

UUKTA:  »<1  F«ft  Omee  BUldUg. 

nnr  <ttUi]IB<  lOSO  ailwraU  Bank  BalMlag. 

UX  rmtMCaCOx  t07  OntoBkeue. 

SUTTLB:  648  Heary  BllMIaf. 


CUTELAKD:  Ckamber  of  Goaacree. 
GUiCnNlTI:  Oaaber  of  Commeree. 
aHCUfflAII:  C  N.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  Go. 
IiOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  ot  CoBBeree. 
BETBOITi  Board  at  Commere*. 
FBILlBEtPHU:  Cka«ker  of  Commerce. 
CBiTTlROOtUt  Soatt  Imerleam  Igeat,  8o«tk> 
era  By.  C». 
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FOBEIGN  TKADE  OFFOBTURITIES. 

Reserved  addreBsos  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bare«a  and  its  dtatriet  oBeea.    Seqoeit 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  state  opportnnltjr  BinaMr. 

The  Bnreau  dOFs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  alt  cases. 

Uaehincry,  No.  220G3. — .\  firm  In  Russia  desires  to  commanicate  with  mana- 
facturers  of  nuK-binery  for  making  a8l>est08  shingles  and  cement  tile 
rooHiig. 

Enameled  ware,  fflassicare,  etc.,  No.  22066. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Africa  writes  that  a  firm  in  liis  district  is  in  the  market  for  enameled 
kitchen  ware  and  plates,  a  clieap  line  of  glass  tumblers,  and  lamps  and 
lamp  chimneys.    Cable  address  should  be  given. 

Ohemieals  and  dyestuffn.  No.  22067. — A  chemist  in  the  United  Kingdom  asks  the 
Bureau  to  place  him  in  communication  with  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  chemicals  and  dyestuffs,  with  a  view  to  securing  the  general  representa- 
tion. 

Machinery,  No.  22068. — -Vn  .\iu<n-iciin  consular  officer  in  the  West  Indies  reports 
that  n  company  in  his  district  contemplates  installing  some  new  ice-mnliing 
machinery  and  entering  into  the  business  of  manufacturing  cottousoed 
meal  and  cottonseed  oil.  Communication  with  manufacturers  of  ....» 
requisite  machinery  and  equipment  is  desired. 

Pc»t  exterminator,  etc..  No.  22069. — .\n  American  consular  officer  in  .\ustruUa 
transmits  the  name  of  a  man  In  his  district  who  Is  desirous  of  entering 
into  commercial  relations  with  .\inerlcan  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
an  effective  pest  exterminator,  and  also  of  perfumes.    References. 

Boes,  No.  22070. — An  American  consular  ofBcer  in  Brazil  reports  a  possible 
market  in  his  district  for  two,  two  and  a  half,  and  three  pound  hoes.  The 
name  and  address  of  an  Interested  firm  and  furth«:  information  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  Samples  of  the  hoes  may 
also  be  Inspected  at  those  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  77500.) 

Wearing  apparel,  etc..  No.  22071. — A  commercial,  agent  of  .the  Bureau  reports 
that  a  business  man  from  Greece,  who  is  now  In  the  United  States,  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  satins,  underwear, 
hosiery,  cotton  oils,  oleo  oil,  corn  oil,  cornstarch,  starch,  glucose,  flours, 
beer  malt,  box-calf  leather,  kid  skins,  soap,  linoleums,  and  oilcloth.  Ref- 
erences. 

Roofing  materials.  No.  22072. — .\n  -■Vmerlcan  consular  officer  In  Central  America 
writes  that  a  man  in  his  'district  desires  inforuintion  and  quotations  on 
asbestos  shingles.    CorresiK)iideiice  in  Spnnisli. 

Uachincry,  etc..  No.  22073. — A  commercial  agent  of  tlio  Bureau  in  South  Africa 
writes  that  a  large  corporation  In  that  territory  desires  infommtlon  am! 
prices  on  orange-grading  machines,  small  gas  tractors  for  orchard  cultiva- 
tion equipped  to  burn  alc<>liol,  si>rayei'8  for  orange  orcliards,  boxwood  to 
pack  oranges  for  export,  and  any  mjioliinery  suitable  for  orange  culture  and 
for  tiie  preparation  of  tlio  crop  for  export. 

Drying  kiliiit,  etc..  No.  22074. — A  comniissiou  merchant  in  South  .Vmcrlca  re- 
quests tlie  name  of  a  manufacturer  of  a  kiln  for  drying  a  ton  of  copra  In 
six  hours  or  less.  Connminlcation  Is  also  desired  with  contractors  or 
direct  purchasers  of  coconuts. 

Ticre  goods,  No.  22075. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  In  Japan  writes  that 
u  tailoring  establishment,  using  American  styles,  desires  to  receive  samples 
of  piece  goods. 

Hides  and  skins.  Mo.  22076. — A  broker  in  Canada  handling  hides  and  calfskins 
requests  the  Bureau  to  place  him  In  touch  with  American  firms  interested 
in  extending  their  business  In  that  country.    References. 

Ifabcrdashcry,  etc.,  No.  22077. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Uie  Nether- 
lands reports  that  an  agent  in  that  country  wishes  to  represent,  on  a  com- 
mission basis,  American  manufacturers  of  women's  cotton  and  woolen  dress 
goods,  hosiery,  underwear  of  all  kinds,  buttons,  cotton  laces,  men's  fur- 
nishings, etc.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

WAsni.NCTox:  covKRN'uiiNT  rt:i:.-TiMQ  oppica:  me 
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LICENSES  TO  IHPOBT  OBANGES  DTCO  GBEAT  BBITAIH. 

(Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Aug.  7,] 

Owners  and  charterers  of  ships  who  desire  to  forward  oranges 
from  the  United  States  to  the  United  Kingdom  should  apply  tor 
license  not  later  than  August  25. 

[A  notic^  regnr^Uig  the  iniport.restrlctions  on  oranges  in  Great  Britain  was 
pnblishc-d  in  Commesce  Heports  for  Aug.  8.] 


FBENCH  XBASE  FOB  SIX  MONTHS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consulate  generaj  at  Paris,  dated  Aug.  7.] 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  France,  exclusive  of  gold 
and  silver,  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  was  $1,192,104,451,  against 
$963,31.5,496  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915.  The  imports 
were  valued  at  $860,598,194,  compared  with  $690,079,799,  and  the 
exports  amounted  to  $331,506,257,  against  $273,235,697.  The  imports 
and  exports  were  as  follows,  by  classes : 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Artlelai. 

Jan.-June, 
1915. 

J.ai.-Jons, 
1916. 

Jao.-June, 
1915. 

Jaa.-}nn^ 
1910. 

IUe,IM0,3M 
278,667,615 
213,861,980 

8233,119,103 

378,372,833 
249,106,258 

t66.««5,710 
58,697,300 

144,443,323 
15,099,383 

843,660,974 

Tnii^M  materiab 

67,116,136 
199,078,319 
22,7S3,9M 

Postal  nackases 

Total 

600,079,799 

809,698,191 

273,235,097 

331,503,267 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1916  was  $232,188,264  against  $201,631,153  for  the 
corresponding  period  in  1915,  and  the  exports  to  the  United  States 
were  valued  at  $47,696,669  against  $37,483,302. 
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ECONOMIC  COHDinOVS  19  9WITZERL&HB. 

[Consal  Walt«r  H.  Sehnlx,  Berae,  loir  12.] 

The  commission  charged  by  the  Swiss  Govermnent  to  render  a 
n«>ort  on  the  economic  situation  of  the  countr}[  has  finished  its 
labors.  It  reports  that  the  ixoportation  of  grains  in  1915  was  satis- 
factory and  praises  the  Swiss  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  the  foodstuff  situation  has  been  handled 
throughout  the  country. 

Little  or  nothing  is  said  of  the  1916  situation  and  prospects,  but 
during  the  debate  in  Parliament  that  followed  the  preseatatifHi  ot 
the  committee's  report  it  was  shown  that  in  the  first  quarter  of 
1916  there  was  a  deficit  of  80  per  cent  in  the  importati<m  of  food- 
stuffs as  compared  with  January-March,  1913.  Meat  imports  de- 
clined from  2,480  short  tons  to  2,314,  while  imports  of  cattle  and 
dieep  ceased  altogether.  Fodder  declined  from  71,650  duH-t  tdos 
to  11,574 ;  receipts  of  fats  were  00  per  cent  less. 

Oraia  a>d  Sugar  Imported. 

The  high  level  of  imports  was  reached  in  August,  1915,  but  by 
December  the  nation's  supply  of  grain  had  dwindled  by  half,  despite 
constantly  arriving  shipments  at  French  and  Italian  ports.  The  ab- 
sence of  rolling  stock  in  the  latter  countries  was  responsible  for  this 
decline,  it  is  declared.  From  August,  1914,  until  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber, 1915,  it  is  shown  that  the  Swiss  bought  117  steamer  loads  of 
whea^,  19  of  oats,  18  of  corn,  3  of  bai;]ey,  and  2,500|,cars  (10  tons 
each)  of  oil  cakes.  Until  the  end  of  .December,  1915,.  tl^e  Swiss  ha4 
paid  $48,057,000  for  grain.  In  the  interval  between  November,  1914, 
and  December,  1915,  the  price  of  wheat  rose  from  $2,65  to  $3.30  pet 
100  pounds;  flour,  from  $3.56  to  $4;  clover,  from  $l!05  to  $1.40;  and 
corn,  from  $2  to  $2.25. 

In  the  spring  of  1916,  8,270  carloads  of  sugar  wpre  bought  in 
Austria  in  anticipation  of  a  sugar  shortage  in  this  coyntry,  but  thns 
far  only  one-half  has  been  delivered,  as  Austria  is  withholding  the 
balance  until  certain  goods  are  exchanged  by  Switzerland  in  com- 
pensation for  the  sugar.  Owing  to  the  unstable  character  of  the 
world'6  sugar  market  and  the  indisposition  on  the  part  of  Swiss  sugar 
dealers  to  buy,  the  Government  entered  the  market  and  bought  con- 
siderable quantities  in  Holland,  America,  and  the  Dutch  Indies. 


JAPANESE  CAMPAIGN  TO  WIN  BXTSSIAN  MABEETS. 

[American  Ambasgador  D«vld  B.  Francis,  Petrograd,  Russia,  July  1.] 

An  article  has  been  published  in  the  Novoe  Vremya  cm  "  JapaneBe 
goods  for  the  Russian  market,"  and  a  traiidati<Hi  of  this  article  hts 
been  prepared.    The  writer  states : 

Japanese  merchants,  adapting  their  merchnndlae  to  the  demands  of  the 
Russian  traders,  are  studying  the  Russian  household  in  every  detail.  A  few 
days  ago,  for  instance,  some  Ixwts  appeared  on  sale,  of  RosslaB  attape,  for  the 
use  of  the  populace,  accompani«d  by  a  bottle  of  shoe  polish. 

Now  the  Japanese  are  selling  harmoniums  of  hand-made  Nafaaaki  manatkc- 
ture. 

There  Seems  nothing  more  remaining  fOr  tbe  Japanese  to  manafMtare  ttr  tlw 
Russian  market. 
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AHEBICAH  TSADmrG  FOS  FSEHCH  COKMEECIAL  STTTDENTS. 

[CommereUI  Attache  C.  W.  A.  Vedlts,  Paris,  France,  Julr  14.] 

It  is  generally  recognized  in  both  France  and  the  United  States 
that  one  of  the  greatest  needs,  in  the  development  of  foreign  trade, 
is  that  of  providing  commercial  education  which  not  only  shall  be 
sound  pedagogically,  but  in  which  emphasis  shall  be  placed  upon 
practical  usefulness.  With  a  view  to  discussing,  in  a  preliminary 
way,  the  possibility  of  devising  a  practicable  scheme  for  the  inter- 
change of  students  of  commerce  between  France  and  the  United 
Stat^  I  last  week  called  a  meeting  of  persons  (both  Frenchmen  and 
Americans)  interested  in  the  subject  of  commercial  education. 
Among  those  present  were  the  Paris  representatives  of  some  of  the 
largest  exportmg  and  importing  firms  of  the  United  States  and  the 
representatives  of  several  Frcfnch  organizations  of  manufacturers 
and  merchants  and  of  the  University  of  Paris  and  other  educational 
institutions. 

It  was  suggested  at  the  conference  that,  while  the  two  countries 
now  exchange  professors,  possibly  greater  benefits  would  accrue 
from  an  exchange  of  students  who  intend  to  make  foreign  trade 
their  career.  A  committee  representing  both  countries  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  a  tentative  plan ;  and  this  tommittee  desires  most 
earnestly  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  or 
dealers  actively  interested  in  this  question,  and  especially  with  trade 
organizations  likely  to  give  serious  attention  to  the  general  subject 
pf  training  young  men  along  practical  lines  in  connection  with  the 
promotion  of  'fdreign  trade.  '  For  the  present  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  is  the  Commercial  Attache  of  the  United  States  (address : 
36  Avenue  de  I'Opera)  at  Parig. 


DISCOVEBY  OF  NEW  DIAHOim  FIELDS  IN  TSANSVAAL. 

[Consal  Edwin  N.  Gunsaulus,  Johannesburg,  Transvaal,  TJnIon  of  South  Africa,  June  19.] 

Considerable  interest  is  manifested  in  a  report  of  the  discovery  of 
a  new  diamond  field  in  the  Transvaal,  about  6  miles  distant  from 
the  famous  Premier  diamond  mine  and  18  miles  from  Pretoria.  It 
is  stated  that  the  initial  finds  were  exceptionally  good,  and  there 
has  been  a  rush  'Of  diggers  to  this  nkw  diamondiferous  ground,  which 
is  on  the  farm  Kamselfontein.  One  of  the  owners  has  cut  up  his 
section  into  plots  15  by  20  feet,  which  he  lets  out  to  diggers  at  $10 
per  month  each. 

De  Volkstem,  published  at  Pretoria,  states  that  in  the  course  of 
three  weeks  a  few  diggings  have  sold  $1,500  worth  of  diamonds.  It 
is  said  that  one  man  brought  to  light  31  diamonds  in  two  washings, 
and  as  far  as  known  only  one  washing  thus  far  has  produced  a  blank. 
About  40  acres  of  ground  have  been  wired  in  and  given  out  in  claims. 
During  the  week  just  passed  40  claim  licenses  have  been  issued. 

The  Government  mining  engineer  has  not  yet  visited  the  ground, 
and  it  will  likely  be  some  time  before  anything  official  can  w  made 
public.  iWhile  diamonds  are  admitted  to  have  been  found,  there  are 
at  present  no  data  as  to  the  extent  or  payability  of  the  diamond- 
bearins  area.  The  undertaking  as  it  stands  to-day  is  described  as  of 
a  purely  private  and  speculative  character. 
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AimtniAy  CinTAi  fovoBt  fos  malat  bvbbii. 

[Consul  UaiTj  Campbell,  detailed  m  Vice  Ooaml,  Hncapert,  MnUta  tMUwunta,  Jane  ».] 

A  Briti^  minrng  engineer  employed  in  tin  mines  of  the  Federated 
Malfiy  States  csUm  at  the  American  ocMisulata  to  diaoiss  the  poed- 
bility  of  interesting  American  capital  in  tiw  rubbv  indo^ry  of  the 
Malay  Peninsula.  la  view  of  the  large  profits  tiiat  are  now  being 
earned  by  the  rubber  plantations,  and  the  strtmg  optimism  of  planten 
generally  as  to  the  future  of  the  industry,  the  engineer  noentioned 
earnestly  desires  to  ccMumonicate  wit^  any  persons  in  iha  United 
States  who  might  be  interested  in  a  nibber-piaatation  project  Qm 
of  the  leadin|r  rubber-manufacturing  companies  of  the  United  States 
has  already  invested  large  sums  in  plantations  in  this  vicinity. 

Shows  Seme  B«eeat  Teadeaeiet  la  Xadnitiy. 

Besides  seeking  to  get  in  touch  with  American  investors,  tiiis  min- 
ing engineer  has  sent  to  the  American  consulate  a  statement  on  the 
subject  of  rubber  planting  in  the  Malay  Peninsula,  in  which  he  sltows 
some  I'eccnt  tendencies  in  the  industry.    In  part  he  stated : 

Fonnetiy  as  many  trees  as  poaaible  were  aramnted  Into  an  acre.  It  is  now 
realized  that  it  costs  ns  much  to  tap  a  small  tree  as  a  large  one.  but  that  to 
the  latter  case  more  rubber  is  <d)tained  from  the  expenditure.  The  older  estates 
are  now  q^endins  money  In  removing  rubber  trees  from  their  overcrowded 
ptautatlons.  The  main  effect  in  tlie  futni-e  of  wide  planting  will  be  a  dlmimi- 
tion  of  producing  costs. 

In  future  estates  with  less  than  100  trees  per  acre  will  be  planted.  It  is 
anticipated  that  a  lower  number  of  trees  per  acre  will  not  dtminish  the  yield 
per  acre.  The  yield,  hidependent  of  the  sixe  and  condittoo  rtf  the  trees,  is 
modified  by  the  tapping.  Without  overtopping,  this  yield  may  be  estimated  as 
200  pounds  per  acre  in  the  fifth  year,  increasing  cMisklerably  in  subsequent 
years.  The  capital  required  to  bring  an  estate  into  bearing  is  not  required 
all  at  once.  About  40  x>er  cent  is  needed  In'  the  first  year,  th^'remainder  being 
spread  over  the  last  three  years. 

The  selliug  value  of  rubber  in  five  years  t^ne  Is  an  unknown  quantity  and 
Is  the  factor  of  uncertainty  in  the  lnvestm«it.  A  figure  of  2  shillings  ($0.49) 
a  pound  seeius,  however,  a  rational  one  to  assume,  as  the  Brazilian  supply  can 
not,  It  is  understood  be  produced  for  a  lower  figure,  and  this  price  Is  a  suffi- 
ciently low  ooe  to  increase  Vae  demand. 

The  engineer  mentioned  may  be  communicated  with  through  the 
consulate'  general  at  Singapore. 

The  Federated  Malay  States  Government  Gaxette  of  June  9,  1916, 
gives  comparative  figures  of  the  exportation  of  cultivated  rubber 
ifom  the  Federated  Malay  States  for  May,  1916,  for  five  months  of 
tlie  year,  and  for  a  similar  period  in  the  preceding  year.  These  fig- 
ures are: 


Destinatioo. 

Exported 

FNTlsiuly. 

Total 
•xBortdarH 

Ttt- 
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Tkatyrn. 
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4,U1.» 

Tim. 

tS:S 
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m 

31.  «3 
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2N.«r 
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3,»U.W 

i8,aii.n 

32,«77.n 

ii,ia.» 

Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


517 


Othei  Products  of  Federated  Xalay  States. 

Figures  relating  to  other  exports  from  the  Federal  Malay  States 
are  given  in  the  Government  Gazette  for  May  19,  1916.  Those  for 
tin  cover  the  month  of  April  and  the  period  from  January  to  April, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  the  preceding  year. 
Exports  of  gold  and  wolfram  also  are  shown. 

The  exports  of  tin  during  April  in  piculs  of  133^  pounds  each 
were:  Block  tin,  5,629,  compared  with  4,743  in  April,  1915;  tin  ore, 
47,737,  compared  with  56,063;  total  tin,  53,366,  compared  with  60,806. 
The  statement  for  January  to  April  was :  Block  tin,  26,188,  compared 
with  24,097;  tin  ore,  218,438,  compared  with  235,411;  total  tin, 
244,626,  compared  with  259.508. 

The  exports  of  wolfram  for  April  amounted  to  495  piculs,  and  for 
four  months  to  1,899  piculs,  compared  with  1,106  piculs  in  the  cor- 
responding period  last  year.  The  exports  of  gold  were  1,199  ounces 
for  April,  and  5,762  oxmces  for  four  months  of  the  year. 

[A  comprehenslre  report  on  the  rubber  Industry  of  the  Malay  Peninsula  was 
pnbUsbed  in  Coumerce  REM>itTS  for  June  21,  1916.] 

DELAY  IN  ^ATT.  FBOH  UNITEI)  STATES  TO  CHILE. 

[Consul  Geoerel  L.  1.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  July  8.} 

There  has  been  serious  delay  in  the  arrival  of  mail  from  New 
York  ever  since  the  middle  or  May.  Letters  dated  in  New  York 
as  late  as  May  16  were  received  in  V  alparaiso  on  June  16 ;  the  next 
mail,  which  arrived  July  1,  brought  letters  dated  May  27;  but  to 
date,  July  8>  no  letters  have  been  received  from  the  United  States 
which  were  mailed  after  May  28. 

A  New  York  mail  is  due  to  arrive  in  Valparaiso  to-morrow,  and  the 
fact  that  a  goodly  proportion  of  this  mail  has  been  40  days  or  more  in 
transit  has  given  rise  to  many  complaints  on  the  part  of  local  business 
houses  trading  with  the  United  States.  They  suggest  that  if  mail- 
carrying  arrangements  could  be  made  with  some  of  the  freight  steam- 
ers which  are  now  reaching  Chilean  ports  in  16  to  18  days  from  At- 
lantic ports  of  the  United  States  American  mail  could  be  landed  in 
Chile  with  a  great  saving  of  time.  The  present  average  time  for  mail 
from  New  York  to  Valparaiso  is  26  to  28  days. 

COTTON  SHIPMENTS. 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ended  August  5,  1916,  at  the 
12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  as  follows: 


Distriots. 


Geofgi* 

MasMdiosetts.. 

Maiylaiid 

NnrYork 

North  OaioUoa. 


BalM. 


1.455 

1,04» 

600 


Distllcts. 


Philadelphia... 
Sooth  Carolina. 

Virginia 

Oalveston 

New  Orleans... 


Bales. 


32 


6,335 
16,118 
27,258 


Districts. 


SanFranolsoo. 
WastUngton... 


Total. 


Balej. 


829 
20,831 


M.30) 


The  export  of  94,309  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  makes 
.ue  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approximately  6.138,707  baleo.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  37,484  bales  for  the  week,  and  8,548,051  bales  ia 
the  cotton  year. 
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UAXDnJU  SHOE  FEI0E8  IK  RtTSSIA. 

[Commercial  Attacb^  W.  B.  Huntingtoii,  Petrocrad.] 

The  following  table  ^ows  the  maximum  prices  in  Ruaeia  for  the 
retail  sale  of  footwear,  machine  and  hand  made.  The  sixes  are  fmm 
according  to  the  French  system.  The  current  exchange  valtie  m  the 
ruble  is  about  $0.31 ;  at  par  the  value  is  $0,615. 


ElBds  of  aboes. 


Uenli 
39-48, 

*  miB. 

bJgb. 


11}  in. 


Won* 


Chit- 
(Irak's, 
27-30. 


23-as. 


l^a. 


■H^Aom: 

0(  oolorad  kM,  ehrom«,  gralnM 
etU,  patent  iMther,  otianiols, 
black  or  colored,  and  othor  simi- 
larly prked  materials  not  S€p»- 
lately  mentioaed,  with  leather 
or  nil  ber  sol«,  laoad,  battened, 
dasped,  etc.— 

Welted 

Nailed 

Of  black  kid,  chrome,  grained  call, 
patent  leather,  ana  other  simi- 
larly priced  materials  not  c^m- 
rately  mentioned,  with  leather  or 
rubber  soles,  clasped,  buttoaed, 
etc.— 

welted 

Nailed 

Of  morocco,  calf,  grained  horsehlde, 
and  other  similarly  priced  mate- 
rials not  separately  mentioned, 
With  leather  ot  rubber  soles, 
dasped,  buttoned,  <tc.—  . 

Welted 

•Nailed 

Of  canvas,  torpatilin,  and  other 
dliiilar  materials,  with  leather 
or  rubber  soles,  laced,  buttoned, 
dasped— 

Welted  or  nailed 

Mw  shoes: 

Of  colored  kid,  chrome,  grained  calf , 
patent  leather,  chamon ,  and  other 
similarly  priced  materials  not  sep- 
arately mentioned,  with  leather 
or  rubber  soles,  laced,  buttoned, 
clasped,  etc. — 

Woltod 

Nailed 

Of  block  kid,  chrome,  grulned  call, 
patent  leather,  and  otherslmllarly 
priced  materials  not  Separately 
mrntloned,  with  leathoror  rubber 
soles,  clasped,  buttoned,  etc.— 

Wcllod 

NtUed 

Of  morocco,  ooU,  grained  borsehide, 
and  other  shninrlv  priced  m». 
tarlali  not  separately  mentioned, 
with  rubber  or  leather  soles, 
elasped,  buttoned,  etc — 

Welted 

NaUed 

Of  canvas.  wnMOllB,  pmnella 
doth,  and  slmlur  materials,  with 
leather  or  rubber  soles,  laoed, 
buttoned,  clasped,  etc.— 

Welted  or  nailed 


MaUn. 
23.00 
83.00 


n.ao 
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1T.09 
18.00 


M.00 


31.80 

30.se 


W.S0 
18.10 


IS.  so 

14.  so 
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30.00 

n.oo 


18.31 
17.  to 


18.3} 
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0.00 


18.  so 
17.  SO 


10. 7S 
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}   U.7S 
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^    11  SO 
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17.30 
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U.3> 


8.00 


j'    U.7S 


M.7S 


•.SO 


RuUf. 
r    U.00 


11.00 
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8.80 


11.  SO 


10.  SO 
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<.tO 


SuiUt. 
10,00 


1.00 


8.00 


8.80 


•.10 


Jilitbt. 
7.» 


S.IO 


t.10 


«.« 


T.« 


8.  SO 


7.80 


*.m 


8.10 


(.» 


in 


•  S1M33.S4,  and3S,with  hiih  b«*l<  (not  lower  tlum  8)  oanUiiMMri),  wOl  be  anuldMed  traont 
dies;  with  lower  beeb,  missee'  siiM. 

Xazlmuii  Prieei  for  BMts  mA  gUppen. 

The  maximum  prices  of  boots  are  fixed  as  follows:  Ifoi's  lli^ 
.boots,  of  kid,  chrome,  patent  leather,  grained  kid,  and  other  mmiltfy 
priced  materials  not  separately  mentioned,  36  rubles  if  nailed  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS.  519 

88  rubles  if  welted ;  of  dressed  calfskin  and  other  similarly  priced 
materials  not  separately  mentioned,  25  rubles  if  nailed  and  26  rubles 
if  welted;  of  cow  or  horse  hide,  welted  or  nailed,  14.60  rubles;  of 
horsehide  with  horsehide  soles,  welted  or  nailed,  12.50  rubles ;  men's 
short  boots,  two-seamed,  of  all  sorts  of  leather,  welted  or  nailed, 
17  rubles;  boys'  high  boots,  of  kid,  chrome,  patent  leather,  grained 
kid.  etc.,  24  rubles  if  nailed  and  26  rubles  if  welted;  of  dressed 
calrskin,  etc.,  16.50  rubles  if  nailed  and  18  rubles  if  welted ;  boys' 
high  boots  of  cow  or  horse  hide,  nailed  or  welted,  and  of  horsehide, 
with  horsehide  soles,  nailed  or  welted,  and  boys'  short  boots,  two- 
seamed,  of  all  sorts  of  leather,  nailed  or  welted,  are  to  be  sold  at 
prices  not  higher  than  those  of  shoes  of  corresponding  qualities. 
Women's  and  children's  boots  are  to  be  sold  at  prices  not  higher  than 
those  of  shoes  of  corresponding  qualities.  Open  slippers  are  to  sell 
at  1  ruble  per  pair  less  than  low  shoes  of  corresponding  qualities  and 
sizes. 
Details  of  Regn^latlons. 

The  price  of  footwear  of  different  materials  is  governed  by  the 
price  of  footwear  of  the  inferior  material.  The  regulations  quoted 
apply  both  to  domestic  and  imported  footwear,  llie  sale  of  foot- 
wear, of  any  description  whatever,  at  prices  higher  than  those  pre- 
scribed by  the  regulations  is  prohibited,  and  a  copy  of  the  regulations 
must  be  posted  in  every  establishment  trading  in  footwear.  Indi- 
viduals guilty  of  violating  these  regulations  are  subject  to  penalty 
provided  for  by  article  6  of  the  laws  of  October  19,  1915,  and  may 
be  imprisoned  for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  year  and  four  months. 


FEBNAMBUCO  NEEDS  HONEY  FOB  PUBLIC  WOBES. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.] 

The  annual  message  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Pernambuco, 
Brazil,  calls  attention  to  urgent  need  of  the  employment  of  capital 
in  improving  the  conditions  of  some  of  the  suburbs  of  the  capital. 
The  following  are  extracts  from  his  message : 

This  city  demands  Improvements  indispensable  for  its  liygiene  and  its 
habitability.  Large  suburbs  are  swampy  and  unliealthy,  and  in  these  localities 
surrounded  by  water  are  innumerable  houses  occupied  by  an  enormous  popula- 
tion of  poor  people  who  live  there  and  create  a  generation  which  from  the 
beginning  is  weak  and  condemned  to  death  by  the  unsanitary  conditions  in 
which  It  is  born  and  lives.  Laws  must  be  enacted  conferring  on  those  who 
flu  up  these  swamps  and  build  on  the  ground  favors  beyond  the  exemption 
from  building  taxes  and  grants  of  property.  Other  concessions  must  be  granted 
for  a  certain  period,  such  as  the  water  supply  and  drainage.  Laws  mu.st  be 
considered,  therefore,  to  protect  the  rights  of  owners,  to  facilitate  the  collec- 
tion of  rents,  dispossession  of  negligent  tenants,  and  likewise  protection  against 
damage  to  property  by  careless  occupants. 

The  realization  of  these  material  Improvements  will  not  be  possible  with  tbe 
proceeds  of  the  State  revenue.  Our  present  situation  is  as  follows:  The 
revenue  we  collect  amounts  to  14,000  contos  (about  $3,360,000),  out  of  which 
nearly  12,000  (about  $2,880,000)  are  for  paying  government  employees  and 
Interest  on  the  Internal  and  external  debts.  The  remaining  2,000  (about 
$480,000)  are  expended  In  material  for  public  works,  etc.,  and  will  be  totally 
absorbed  by  the  small  difference  in  exchange  with  which  we  have  to  count 
when  remitting  funds  to  Europe.  This  is  our  actual  position.  At  the  present 
time  we  collect  taxes  and  give  the  money  to  the  government  employees  and  to 
tbe  holders  of  our  securities.  The  Government  will  have  to  negotiate  a  loan 
guaranteeing  the  Interest,  if  it  wants  to  make  these  improvements,  or  else  it 
will  have  to  levy  a  new  tax. 
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lABOS  AHD  immSTlT  OS  ▼ASGOITTEB  1SLAX9. 

[Consul  K.  9.  Uocher,  VictorU,  BHtiab  CelvaMa,  OaBo^s,  Jolr  28.} 

Labor  conditions;  in  the  baildiug  trades  aod  unskilled  brajxcfaes  on 
Vancouver  Island  continue  unchaagied)  while  in  nearly  all  tiie  metal 
trades  work  is  brisk,  with  fair  proBpects  for  tiie  inuaediate  future. 
All  outside  employees  of  the  city  will  be  placed  on  full  time,  and  iiie 
alternative-shift  system,  which  has  been  in  foroe  since  last  Septenab^, 
luis  been  abolished.  The  Saanidb  municipal  council  has  i-efused  the 
request  of  the  outside  laborers  for  an  increase  in  wag^  from  $2.25 
to  $2.75  per  eight-lwur  day.  The  latter  figure  was  the  rate  paid  prior 
to  the  war.  Wholesale  and  retail  mermants  report  business  very 
quiet,  with  little  demand  for  anyt^ung  except  the  actual  necessaries 
of  life. 

The  salmon-canning  industry  will  soon  be  in  full  swinx  on  tbe 
northern  British  Columbia  coast,  and  indications  are  that  there  will 
be  increased  activity  this  year,  as  at  least  two  canneries  which  have 
been  idle  for  two  years  are  to  resume  operations. 
Nanaimo  Ceal  Kiaes  Wwldac  r«U  Tim*. 

The  coal  mines  at  Nanaimo  have  been  working  full  time,  but  eke- 
where  on  the  island  conditions  are  less  favorable,  eepeciallj  at  Cum- 
berland, wliere  provision  was  made  several  years  ago  to  increase  the 
output.  Fuel  oil  fiHHn  California  has  reduced  the  local  sales  of  Van- 
couver Island  coal  considerably.  Less  bunker  coal  for  deep-sea  ves- 
sels is  sold,  because  fewer  ships  are  calling  and  because  vessels  sail- 
ing through  the  Panama  Canal  can  get  better  bonkecooal  at  better 
prices  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  of  the  United  States. 

The  saAvmills  of  the  district  are  working  steadily,  but  not  to  capac- 
ity. Logging  camps  are  for  tlie  most  part  running  lat  full  time.  The 
domestic  demand  for  lumber  is  better  than  was  expected.  Deep-sea 
ordei-s  can  not  be  filled  on  account  of  lack  of  tonnage  and  exorbitant 
sliipping  rates. 

In  British  Columbia  agricultural  districts  operations  jare 'fa vorable 
on  the  whole,  although  the  season  was  considerably  later  than  last 
year.  No  serious  shortage  of  labor  was  reported.  Ine  Pi-airie  Prov- 
inces are  calling  on  this  Province  for  ra«i  to  harvest  Hub  wheat  erop. 

" EXPIBil-lUDE  GOODS"  THE  SLOaAJT  Of  ABCKLASD. 

[Consul  G«a«flil  Alfied  A,  WindMr,  AucUood,  Kay  Zptlaad.  fvlr  3.] 

.  A  campaign  for  Empire-made  goods  for  this  country  has  been 
statted  in  tlus  part  of  New  Zealand,  and  is  likely  to  spread  all  oyer 
the  Dominion.  It  may  have  far-reaching  effects,  if  it  meets  witix 
sufficient  encouragement. 

The  Auckland  Provincial  Industrial  Associaticm  has  taJc^  Hie 
matter  in  hand,  and  a  comnuttee  has  been  appointed  to  oi;^aaizB  the 
work  in  Auckland,  with  the  idea  of  securing  the  eooperatioii  of  all 
merchants,  manufacturers,  stor^eepere,  and  others  in  cmrrjiag  into 
effect  an  attractive  demonstration  in  favor  of  Em^re-made  prc^hiote. 
It  is  proposed  to  distribute  patriotic  poflters  empbasiziiig  the  need 
for  patric^c  purchasing,  and  dL^laying  nuniatwe  pcNtecis  sad  mdr 
vertisements  in  shop  windows,  and  distrSmtinjg;  them  to  the  houM  ct 
the  city.  The  financing  of  this  scheme,  whidi  is  expected  to  eoit  trom 
$4,000  to  $5,000,  is  to  be  taken  over  by  the  oMtdMuatii  Mid 
facturers  of  the  city. 
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PBnipninES  to  suaxd  avAUTT  of  tobacco. 

13.  F.  Boomer,  corre(pond«nt,  UaoUft,  June  27.] 

TiM  coUectoT  of  internal  revenue  for  the  Philippine  Islands  post- 
ptmed  until  August  1,  1916,  the  date  on  which  the  regulations  gov- 
Mning  the  inspection  of  tobacco  in  the  islands  should  become  ef- 
fective. The  law  was  passed  by  the  last  legislature  and  provides  for 
an  official  inspection  of  all  tobacco  to  be  exported  from  the  islands. 

Improvement  of  the  methods  of  production  and  the  quality  of  to- 
bacoo  in  the  Philippines  and  development  of  the  export  trade  are 
aou^t  hr  this  law.  The  enforcement  of  its  provisions  is  placed  in 
ihi  hands  of  the  collector  of  internal  revenue,  but  it  is  provided 
also  that  the  Director  of  Agriculture  shall  cooperate  with  the  col- 
lector in  all  that  relates  to  the  production  of  tobacco  and  the  im- 
provement of  its  quality. 

To  promote  the  growing  of  a  better  grade  of  the  product  and 
more  of  it,  the  Director  of  Agriculture  is  given  the  power  to  regulate 
the  planting,  the  kind  of  se^  to  be  used,  and  the  methods  of  culti- 
vation and  curing. 

The  Director  of  Agriculture  may,  whenever  he  deems  it  necessary, 
order  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  seed  from  well-developed 
tobacco  plants.  This  seed  must  be  thoroughly  cleaned,  and  must  be 
distributed  gratuitously  by  the  agents  of  the  Bureau  oi  Agriculture, 
care  being  taken  that  the  distribution  is  made  impartially  and  pro- 
portionately among  the  growers. 

All  curing  of  the  leaf  must  be  done  in  a  building  or  curing  shed  con- 
structed in  accordance  with  specifications  issued  by  the  Director  of 
Agriculture.  This  provision  is  applicable  only  to  growers  who  raise 
tobacco  for  the  market,  and  not  exclusively  for  their  own  constmip- 
tion.  To  facilitate  compliance  with  this  provision  the  Director  of 
Forestry  is  obliged  to  issue  free  of  charge  to  any  tobacco  producer 
a  license  to  cut  tmiber  of  the  first  group  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing drying  or  curing  sheds  in  conformity  with  the  official  specifica- 
tions. This  provision  for  gratuitous  license  to  cut  timber  is  to  last 
for  three  years. 

ip«oiaI  Inipseton  to  Iw  Cbosan  from  Trovlaoei. 

To  comply  with  the  obligations  laid  upon  it  by  this  act,  the  Bureau 
of  Agriculture  is  provided  with  special  inspectors  for  the  tobacco 
Provinces.  They  are  not  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  civil  service, 
and  shall  not  receive  more  than  $50  per  month,  with  the  provision 
of  $1  per  day  for  service  outside  the  municipalities  in  which  they 
may  be  officially  stationed.  Such  inspectors  are  to  be  chosen,  so  far 
as  possible,  from  the  Provinces  in  which  they  are  td  serve,  and  must 
be  persons  of  "great  influence  and  proven  knowledge  in  matters 
relatfaig  to  the  planting  and  production  of  tobacco."  Their  pay  will 
also  inclade  their  actual  and  necessary  traveling  expenses, 

As  a  further  means  of  stimulating  the  production  of  the  best 
tobaeco,  the  Director  of  Agriculture  is  authorized  to  classify  planters 
as  first  and  second  class,  and  to  grant  diplomas  to  growers  for  the 
exeeUenee  of  product. 

In  order  to  find  means  for  combating  the  pests  and  diseases  that 
afflict  the  crowing  plants  and  the  harv^ed  product,  the  collector  is 
aathorizea  to  annoimce  contests  for  the  discovery  of  remedies  for 
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disenses,  and  methods  of  eradicating  the  pests,  and  to  pay  out  of  a 
special  fund  rewards  to  discoverers  of  inventors  of  such  means. 

The  hiw  also  provides  that  no  leaf  or  manufactured  tobacco  siiall 
be  exported  from  the  Philippines  to  the  United  States  until  it  shall 
have  been  inspected  by  the  collector  of  internal  revenue  or  his  agents 
and  found  to  be  of  the  standard  established  for  export.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  law  are  not  applicable  to  waste  and  refuse  tobacco  when 
it  is  invoiced  and  marked  as  such.  The  act  seems  to  be  directed 
primarily  toward  giving  Philippine  tobacco  a  good  standing  in  the 
market  of  the  United  States,  for  the  section  prohibiting  exports  of 
tobacco  that  shall  not  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  the  col- 
lector of  internal  revenue  specifically  mentions  the  United  States  as 
the  place  of  destination,  although' a  provision  forbidding  collectors 
of  customs  to  permit  the  exportation  of  tobacco  uninspected  is 
general  and  mentions  no  destination. 

Authority  Covers  Tobacco  for  Domestic  Sale. 

The  collector  of  internal  revenue  also  has  authority  to  make  regu- 
lations governing  the  classification,  marking,  and  packing  of  the 
product  for  domestic  sale.  He  may  require  mspection  of,  and  the 
affixing  of  inspection  labels  to,  tobacco  before  it  can  be  removed  from 
the  Province  of  its  origin  to  another  Province. 

To  inake  the  inspections  and  classifications,  special  agents  may  be 
employed  or  the  ordinary  agents  of  the  bureau  may  be  used.  A 
schedule  of  fees  for  the  work  is  established,  and  it  is  provided  that 
these  fees  shall  constitute  funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  in- 
spection, for  promoting,  in  various  ways,  the  production  of  better 
tobacco  in  the  Philippines  and  for  providing  prizes  and  rewards  to 
be  given  those  who  discover  means  of  eradicating  tobacco  pests. 

To  promote  trade  in  Philippine  toba<ico  in  and  with  the  United 
States,  it  is  provided  in  the  law  that  the  collector  of  internal  revenue 
shall  appoint  not  more  than  two  agents  in  the  United  States,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inspect  shipments  of  tobacco  upon  their  arrival  in 
that  country,  when  required  or  requested  so  to  do,  and  to  assist  man- 
ufacturers, exporters,  and  dealers  in  tobacco  in  disseminating  infor- 
mation regarding  the  Philippine  product.  Such  agents,  when  re- 
Juested,  are  also  to  act  as  arbitrators  between  the  exporters  in  the 
*hilippines  and  the  importers  in  the  United  States  in  disputes  aris- 
ing between  as  to  quality,  sizes,  classes,  or  shapes  shipped  or  received. 
iWhen  acting  as  arbitrators,  the  agents  are  to  oe  governed  by  the  law 
relating  to  arbitration  and  award  in  the  locality  where  the  dispute 
arises. 

Whenever  cigars  or  cigarettes  bearing  the  standard  inspection  label 
required  by  the  law,  arrive  in  the  United  States  in  a  worm-eaten, 
musty  or  moldy  condition,  or  become  worm-eaten  within  60  days 
after  arrival  in  the  United  States,  the  agent  is  to  inspect  such  cigars 
or  cigarettes  at  the  request  of  the  importer  or  dealer,  and  cause  them 
to  be  reconditioned  if  practicable;  if  not,  and  the  importer  or  dealer 
so  desires,  they  ai"e  to  be  returned  to  the  Philippines.  The  expenses 
incurred  in  reconditioning  the  shipment  or  in  transporting  back  to 
the  Philippine  Islands  is  to  be  borne  by  the  Insular  Government  out 
of  the  fund  created  by  the  fees  charged  for  inspections. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMBSOB  BBPOBTB.  523 

Claniled  tty  Pr«vlMM  tad  tfra4«t. 

The  regulations  provide  thftt  all  tobacco  shall  be  first  classifiecl 
accerding  to  the  Province  of  its  origin.  That  from  the  Province  of 
Isabela  aiall  be  known  as  "  Isabela  tobacco,**  and  so  on  throughout 
the  Provinces  on  the  Island  of  Luzon.  The  tobacco  grown  or  pro- 
duced south  of  the  San  Bernardino  Strait  shall  be  known  as  "  tobacco 
of  the  Visayaa"  This  classification  designates  the  groiips  to  which 
the  tobacco  belongs.  Within  each  group  there  are  six  classes — first, 
second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth.  All  except  the  sixth  are  de- 
termined by  two  tests— the  length  of  the  leaf  and  its  soundness. 

Leaf  tobacco  to  be  classified  as  first  class  must  be  not  less  than 
41.5  centimeters  in  length  (centimeter=0  39  inch) ;  that  of  the  second 
daas  not  less  than  32.5  centimeters;  of  the  third  class  not  less  than  23 
centimeters;  and  of  the  fourth  class,  not  less  than  16  centimeters. 
Leaf  tobacco  having  a  length  less  than  16  centimeters  shall  be  classi- 
fied as  fifth  or  sixth  class.  A  margin  of  one  centimeter  is  allowed 
for  each  class. 

From  the  standpoint  of  soundness  no  tobacco  shall  be  classified  as 
first  class,  no  matter  what  the  length  of  the  leaf,  if  the  leaf  is  broken 
or  worm-eaten  to  the  extent  of  more  than  10  per  cent;  tobacco  of  the 
length  for  second  class,  if  broken  or  worm-eaten  to  the  extent  of  more 
than  15  per  cent;  that  of  the  third  class,  if  broken  or  worm-eaten 
more  than  20  per  cent.  Tobacco  having  the  requisite  length  for  first 
or  second  class,  and  too  much  broken  or  worm-eaten  to  be  passed 
under  either  first  or  second  class  may  be  classified  under  No.  4,  if 
it  be  not, broken  or  worm-eaten  more  than  50  per  cent.  Tobacco 
that  may  ridt  be  placed  under  any  of  the  classes  mentioned,  no  matter 
what  its  length  of  leaf,  may  be  classified  as  No.  5,  if  it  be  not  broken 
or  worm-featen  more  tnan  id  per  cent.  It  is  presumed  that  tobacco 
of  the  fifth  class  will  be  made  up  principally  of  suckers.  Class 
No.  6  will  include  all  other  tobacco  that  may  not  be  included  in  any 
of  the  higher  grades.  The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  classes 
only  -will  be  regarded  as  standard  and  permitted  to  be  exported  to  the 
United  States. 

The  regiilations  provide  a  procedure  by  which  the  person  present- 
ing tobacco  for  inspection  may  protest  against  anything  that  he  con- 
siders injustice  or  error  in  making  the  inspection. 

[A  brief  statement  of  tbe  Philippine  tobacco-liiq)ectlon  law  was  published 
In  €k»iMiaicE  Reposts  for  Feb.  14,  1016.] 


NUHBEB  OF  JAPANESE  HEBCHANT  SHIPS. 

[Vice  Conaal  U.  D.  Elrjnssoff,  rolcobaiiu,  July  0.1 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Imperial  Japanese  Department  of 
Communications,  as  published  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  July  2, 1916, 
gives  tbe  number  of  seaworthy  vessels  in  Japan  as  2,146,  wi^  a  totftl 
tonnage  of  1,627,103.  Of  these,  431  are  ocean  traders  of  more  than 
1,000  tons  each.  The  numbers  according  to  tonnage  are:  Above 
10,000  tons,  6;  between  9,000  and  10,000,  6;  between  7,000  and  9,000, 
IS;  between  6,000  and  7,000, 12;  between  6,000  and  6,000,  80;  between 
4M0  and  5,000,  28;  between  3,000  and  4,000,  86;  between  2,000  and 
^000, 126;  between  1,000  and  2,000, 126;  total,  431. 
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CONSTSXrCTION  WOKE  IN  ABOENTIVA. 

(Consul  Wllltnm  Dawson,  }r^  Roaario,  Jane  7.] 
Water  Supply  at  Catamarca. 

The  Direction  of  Sanitary  Works  has  approved  a  project  for  im- 
proving the  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Catamarca. 

At  present  the  water  is  brought  from  the  intake  in  the  Arroyo 
del  Tala  at  a  distance  of  4.7  miles  by  means  of  an  intake  conduit 
550  millimeters  (21.C5  inches)  in  diameter  and  2.5  miles  in  length 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Quebrada  del  Tala,  and  from  there  by  a  direct 
supply  conduit  175  millimeters  (6.89  inches)  in  diameter  and  2.2 
mues  in  length.  The  distribution  system  at  Catamarca  consists  of 
an  open  deposit  with  a  capacity  of  916  cubic  yards  and  17.4  miles  of 
pipe  supplying  94  blocks.  This  system  has  certain  defects  which 
make  the  supply  irregular  and  maintenance  costly.  The  principal 
defect  is  the  intake,  which  consists  of  a  gallery  367  feet  long  at  a 
depth  of  13  feet.  In  the  river  bed  are  two  artificial  filters  which 
are  usually  choked  up  by  the  spring  torrents,  thus  limiting  the  water 


supply  during  the  summer. 

The  new  pre .       _         " 
water  is  to  oe  carried  to  a  clearing  chamber  constructed  of  masonry 


le  new  project  provides  for  a  superficial  intake  from  which  the 


with  a  capacity  of  490  cubic  yards.  A  new  filtering  plant  and  de- 
posit will  be  constructed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city.  It  will  have 
three  filters  with  718  square  yards  of  filtering  surface,  two  of  which 
will  suffice  to  furnish  6,540  cubic  yards  of  filtered  water  in  24  hours. 
The  third  will  be  held  in  reserve  for  use  while  the  others  are  being 
cleaned.  From  the  filters  the  water  will  be  carried  to  a  reservoir 
having  a  capacity  of  6,540  cubic  yards  which  will  regulate  the  dis- 
tribution and  feed  the  existing  deposit  mentioned  above.  By  forcing 
the  filters  a  supply  of  over  10,000  cubic  yards  in  24  hours  could  be 
obtained.  The  distribution  system  will  be  extended  to  70  blocks  not 
included  at  present. 
Ports  and  Inland  Waterways — Commissions  of  Upper  and  Lower  Parana. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  has  approved  the  general  plans 
submitted  by  the  Director  General  of  Hydraulic  Works  covering 
its  principal  activities  in  1916.  The  plans  comprise  the  following 
work  in  the  Rosario  consular  district : 

In  addition  to  their  usual  duties  as  respects  hydrographic  studies, 
publication  of  notices,  and  maintenance  of  existing  waterways  and 
improvements,  these  commissions  are  charged  with  the  following 
works : 

Preparation  of  plans  for  canalizing  the  Victoria  and  San  Javier 
Rivers  and  various  works  in  the  ports  of  Diamente,  Victoria,  Paran&, 
Villa  Urquiza,  Curtiembre,  Pueblo  Brugo,  Esquina,  and  Corrientes. 
Dredging  work  in  the  ports  of  Bella  Vista  and  Empedrado  and  at 
Rosario;  appropriation,  $6,369.  Completion  of  the  building  of  the 
commission  of  the  Lower  Parana  and  erection  of  a  warehouse  for 
storing  iron  at  Parana;  appropriation,  $29,722.  Additional  works 
in  port  of  Paran&;  appropriation,  $12,738.  Port  of  Corrientes: 
Completion  of  25  meters  (82  feet)  of  dock  under  construction  and 
construction  of  10  meters  (32.8  feet)  in  addition;  erection  of  a  shed; 
execution  of  sanitary  works  and  foundations  of  a  building  for  the 
commission ;  purchase  of  a  pile  driver ;  total  appropriation,  $42,460. 
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Canal  Piaggio  and  Diamante:  Maintenance  of  a  depth  of  4  feet  in 
the  entrancti  to  Victoria;  repairing  docks  at  Diamante;  appropria- 
tioD,  $25,476. 
CoMwltriw  o<  the  VnifWky  Miwn. 

Owing  to  economies  introduced  in  the  budget,  dredging  -work  will 
hare  to  be  redoced.  In  addition  to  hydrographic  studies  of  a  general 
natnre  and  maintenance  work,  the  program  of  the  commission 
includes  the  following:  Port  of  Gualeguaychu :  Purchase  of  a  crane 
(for  which  a  tender  has  already  been  accented) ;  laying  of  track 
for  same;  repairing  existing  tracks;  paving  operation,  $8,492. 
This  will  complete  all  port  works  authori^  at  Colon.  Port  ojf  Con- 
cordia :  Laying  railway  tracks ;  paving  streets ;  miscellaneous  details ; 
appropriation,  $12,738.  This  wul  complete  all  port  works  authoriaed 
at  Concordia.  Port  of  Concepcion  del  Uruguay:  Work  on  streets 
and  power  plant ;  putting  up  a  warehouse  (413  by  49  feet)  furnished 
by  toe  Ministry  ot  Finance  from  the  port  of  Buenos  Aii'es;  appro- 
priation, ^9,722. 

Commission  of  the.  Bermejo  Birer, 

Owing  to  economies  introduced  in  the  budget,  the  personnel  under 
the  commission  of  the  Bermejo  River  has  oeen  r^uced.  Among 
other  duties,  this  commission  is  regularly  charged  with  clearing  the 
banks  of  the  Bermejo  River  and  extractmg  from  the  river  bed  roots 
and  logs  which  ob^ruct  navigation.  It  maintains  workshops  and 
deposits  where  vessels  can  secure  wood  fuel.  Of  its  four  telegraph 
ofitces,  only-lfbose  at  Puerto.  Bermejo  and  Kilometer  300  will  be  kept 
open  this'yfear.    The  new  work  of  the  commission  during  1916  is 

1>ractically  confined  to  the  construction  of  steel  bodies  for  two 
ighters  and  the  surveying  necessary  foi*  an'  agricultural  colony 
projected  at  Kilometer  467  of  the  Bermejo  River. 


SIAMESE  OOVEBNHEBT  SAVIKaS  BANK. 
I  vice  Consul  Carl  C.  U«iuen,  Bangkok,  Jose  B.) 

Annual  ceports  of  the  Siamese  Treasury  Savings  Bank  for  the 
fiscal  years  1914  and  1915  have  recently  been  issued  and  show  that 
fair  progress  has  been  made  in  a  line  of  economics  quite  new  to  the 
people  of  Siam  as  a  whole.  During  1914,  the  year  of  the  bank's 
opening,  the  total  number  of  depositors  was  634.  By  March  31, 
1915,  the  number  had  risen  to  1,380,  with  total  deposits  of  375,614 
ticals  ($138,977),  an  increase  of  177  per  cent  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  During  1915  the  interest  paid  to  depositors  amounted 
to  6,682  ticals  ($2,472).  Of  the  1,880  depositors,  1,113  were  Gov- 
ernment officials,  99  students,  16  traders,  4  farmers,  and  3  gardeners, 
and  of  the  whole  number  of  depositors  146  were  women. 

The  deposits  are  guaranteed  by  the  Government,  and  interest  is 
paid  thereon  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent  for  money  on  call  and  3  per 
cent  for  money  at  6  months'  notice.  The  depositor's  maximum  in- 
vestment is  fixed  at  $1,110,  but  opportunity  is  given  to  purchase 
Siamese  Government  securities  through  the  agency  of  the  bank. 
Tlie  head  oiSea  is  at  the  Royal  Treasury  at  Bangkok,  and  there  is 
ft  twandi  c^loe  at  the  customhouse,  with  c^her  branches  at  the  various 
Government' treasuries  throughout  the  Kingdom. 
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NEW  ZEAIAITB  FIXES  UAXZMUIC  FBICE  FOB  STTGAS. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  June  30.] 

As  a  result  of  the  inquiry  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  New  Zealand, 
the  wholesale  price  of  sugar  in  this  Dominion  has  been  fixed  for  the 
12  months  begmning  July  1, 1916,  at  not  more  than  $102.20  per  ton 
of  2^0  poimds,  and  this  in  face  of  the  fact  that  freights  have  quite 
materially  advanced,  that  a  war  tax  of  1  per  cent  has  been  imposed 
upon  sugar,  and  that  an  export  tax  of  $1.21  per  ton  on  sugar  shipped 
from  the  Fiji  Islands  (which  is  the  source  of  practically  all  of  the 
sugar  consumed  in  New  Zealand)  has  affected  the  cost.  It  is  claimed 
that  this  is  as  cheap  as  sugar  is  sold  anywhere  else  in  the  world  at 
this  time.  It  is  retailed  at  $0,055  per  pound  for  granulated  and  $0.07 
for  cube  or  loaf  sugar. 

The  annual  consumption  of  sugar  in  New  Zealand  amounts  to 
about  60,000  tons,  or  about  112  pounds  per  capita. 

The  only  duty  collected  on  sugar  coming  into  New  Zealand  is  the 
1  per  cent  war  tax,  which  applies  equally  to  sugar  from  all  countries. 


BEITEB  AIDS  TO  NAVIOATIOir  IN  DETBOIT  £IV££. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  lower  Detroit  River  under 
the  United  States  Engineers  is  now  about  completed.  This  contem- 
plates a  straight  channel  after  leaving  the  Grassy  Idand  Nordi 
Channel  Range  to  the  turn  on  to  Grosse  Isle  South  Channel  Range, 
a  distance  of  5  miles.  This  will  necessitate  a  rearrangement  of  uie 
system  of  aids  to  navigation  maintained  by  the  United  States  Light- 
house Service. 

The  sundry  civil  act,  approved  July  1,  1916,  appropriated  $25,000 
for  improving  aids  to  navigation  and  establishing  new  aids  in  the 
Fighting  Island  Channel,  Detroit  River.  The  work  contemplated 
consists  of  the  establishment  of  separate  ranges  for  up  and  down 
bound  vessels  and  of  two  or  more  side  lights  at  about  the  present 
locations,  on  the  west  side  of  Grassy  Island  South  and  Mamajuda 
Ranges.  This  will  involve  the  establishment  of  new  range  lights  as 
well  as  the  side  lights  mentioned,  and  moving  the  present  range 
lights. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEAU  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 

DISTBICT  OFFICES.  COOPEBATITB  OFFICES. 


NEW  lOBK:  Boom  lOS,  Cntomkoue. 

B08T05:  16th  Imt,  Cutoakoise. 

CBICiCIOi  S04  Federal  Balldlag. 

ST.  MUIS:  408  Third  K«Uoul  Bank  Billdias. 

ATLANTA:  681  Fott  Otte*  Bulldlag. 

NEW  0BLEAN8:  1020  Hlbenla  Baak  Batldlas. 

SiN  FBANCI8C0:  S07  Cutoahene. 

SBATTLEi  848  Hearr  Billdlas. 


CLETELAND:  Chaitfeer  of  CoBmeree. 
CINCINNATI :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANCBLES:  ChaMber  of  Oemmeree. 
DETBOIT:  Board  of  ComaMtee. 
PHIIiADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOflA:  Soith  Amerleaa  Ageat,  Soath< 
era  Br.  Co. 


Increased  Exports  from  Femie  to  United  States. 

Consul  W.  E.  Alger,  at  Fernie,  British  Columbia,  reports  that  the 
value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  that  consulate  increased  from 
$797,392  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  to  $2,257,254  for  the  same 
period  in  1916. 
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AHEBICAN  00B8UIAB  OVFZCEBS  OH  UULVX  OF  ABSENCK 

llie  following  American  oonsalar  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  moi  and 
oommercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdiotions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Num. 


Tost. 


Expln- 
tlonof 

VMMM. 


Address. 


LaT".v.::::: 

HBle,F.D 

MastenoD,  WBltem  W. 

Bakar,  E.  Cvltoi 

Mmrnetuin,  J.  C 

J«v*U,MuiF 

KMwtr,  Orahaai  B . . . 

Oaomr.JtoMcH 

Bueitte*,  Ron 

Le£a(,  AuDcs  0Ut«r. . . 
LMOBid,  WaUor  A.... 


EoM,}im«a 

Fstiu,  OrMM 

Hiidd<nfl«M,  Ei«luid 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Kicinkt,  Japan 


Kingston,  Jamaica. 


ClM<oo,  CaUna 

ErIUrt,  Oermanr 

Niacara  Falls,  Canada. 
PortAntonlo.Jamaka. 

Katachl,  India 

CokMBbo,  Cajriso 


Aug.  IS 
Aof.  10 
8«pt.  5 
Sept.    1 

Aog.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.  1 
B«pt.  10 
Sept.  1 
Oct.  1 
Sept.  M 
Oct.    14 


Dapartmant  of  State,  Wasblncton,  D.  C. 
131  W«(t  Oiarlotta  Btrnt,  NorlUk,  Va. 
Lunenbargtyt. 
CarroUton,  Ky. 

Arartment   No.   75,   Tb«    Brunswick, 

Wsstilngton,  D.  C. 
Avtniw  A  and  Fonrtatntii  Straat,  Ba- 

yonne,  N. }. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  Btate,  Washiniton,  D.  0. 
C/o  Unireraity  Club,  Kansas  City,  Uo. 
Essex,  Iowa. 


TO  nCPBOVE  NAVIOATION  AIDB  IN  TOLEDO  HASBOB. 

Needed  improvements  in  the  aids  to  navigation  in  Toledo  Harbor, 
Ohio,  are  made  possible  by  an  appropriation  of  $15,000,  which  is  to 
be  expended  under  instructions  from  the  United  StRtes  Lighthouse 
Service. 

The  Manhattan  Range  Lights,  marking  the  Axis  of  the  MaHmee 
Bay  straight  channel  leading  to  Toledo,  should  be  clearly,  visible 
after  passing,  the  Maumee  Bay  Kange  Lights  for  a  distance  of  about 
5  miles.  The  present  lights  are  too  low  r.nd  frequently  obscured  by 
smoke;  they  are  also  sometimes  blanketed  by  vessels  mooring  in  the 
lagO(Hi 

The  work- contemplated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  appro- 
priation consists  of  raising  Manhattan  Range  Lights  in  order  to 
give  them  greater  efficiency.  Steel  towers  on  concrete  foundations 
will  be  substituted  for  the  present  wooden  towers  which  are  not 
structurally  adapted  for  raising. 

The  sundry  civil  act,  approved  July  1,  1916,  appropriated  the 
amount  needed  for  this  work. 


FEBNIE  HIKE  BESCTTE  STATION. 

[CoDsal  W.  E.  Alger,  Fernle,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Aug.  l.I 

The  mine  rescue  station  at  Femie  is  well  equipped,  most  of  the 
supplies  being  furnished  by  a  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  firm.  The  number 
of  persons  trained  in  the  use  of  apparatus  up  to  January  1,  1915, 
WAS  109,  for  the  entire  district.  During  1915  over  700  miners  attended 
first-aid  lectures,  the  net  results  showing  that  801  men  passed  final 
examinations  in  first-aid  work.  The  number  of  men  finishing  the 
coarse  was  450. 
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FOBEION  TKADE  OPPOBTUJilTIlSS. 

B«serred  addresBes  may  be  obtained  from  the  BareM  and  Its  district  oMeea.  Beqoeat 
(or  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  «tate  opportniUtT  maaaDer> 
ne  Bareaa  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  reaponslbiUty  as  to  the  standlic 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Machinen/,  No.  22078.— A  government  official  In  the  Far  East  asks  the  Bureau 
to  place  him  in  tQuch  with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  the 
extraction  of  iodine  from  seaweeds,  and  of  macliinery  for  the  manufactoie 
of  from  30,000  to  40,000  tons  of  Portland  cement  annually. 

Fireless  cookers,  No.  22079. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  King- 
dom reports  a  possible  market  in  bis  district  for  low-priced  fireless  cookers. 

Paper,  No.  22080.— The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  firm  in  Italy  is  in  the  market 
for  25,000  sheets  of  glazed  past^>oard  ("patlnato")  for  cbromolith<«- 
rapliy;  the  size  to  be  82  by  62  centimeters  and  of  a  weight  of  240  kilo- 
grams for  every  1,000  sheets.  Sample  of  the  paper  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  Miscellaneous  No.  141.) 

Uaehineri/,  No.  22061. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Central  America  writes 
that  a  manufacturer  In  bis  district  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices 
of  machinery  for  utilizing  scrap  leather. 

Waterproof  cloth,  rubber  thoet  and  Keels,  'etc..  No.  22082. — ^An  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a  business  man  In  bis  district  desires 
to  represent  American  manufactures  and  exporters  of  industrial  machinery 
of  all  kinds,  as  well  as  accessories  and  tools;  steel,  iron,  and  metals  In 
bars,  sheets,  wire,  and  waste  metal  material ;  iron  utensils  for  kitchen  and 
household  use;  waterproof  cloth  in  the  piece  and  waterproof  garments; 
rubl>er  shoes  and  heels;  and  woven  goods  of  all  kinds,  including  gloves. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  The  man  proposes  to. travel  through- 
out Spain,  Morocco,  and  Portugal.    References. 

Glass,  No.  22083. — A  firm  in  Brazil  writes  an  American  consular  officer  tluit 
it  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  quotations,  etc.,  on  window  and  other  flat 
glass.  Deposit  of  purchase  price  In  local  banli,  to  be  paid  on  receipt  of 
goods.  Quotations  should  be  made  in  American  currency  c.  1.  f.  Brazlltan 
port  if  possible.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Spanish  or  Portuguese.  The 
consular  officer  transmits  the  names  and  addresses  of  other  importers  of 
glass  and  glassware  in  his  district 

Bottles,  No.  22084. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  France  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  in  tliat  country  which 
desires  to  purchase  champagne  Ixittles. 

Thermometers,  No.  22085. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes  that 
a  merchant  in  his  district  Is  desirous  of  importing  guaranteed  clinical  ther- 
mometers.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    IleferenceQ, 

Iron,  cement,  etc..  No.  22086. — A  business  man  in  Brazil  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  Iron,  ironware,  Portland  cement,  tin  plnte, 
zinc  ware,  etc.  He  desires  sole  agencies.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Eng- 
lish, preferably  in  Spanish.    References. 

Machinery,  No.  22087. — ^The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business 
man  In  Mexico  stating  that  he  desires  to  receive  full  information  relative 
to  machinery  for  making  I)ottle  cases  or  jackets  of  wheat  straw  for  the  pro- 
tection of  bottles.  He  states  that  cash  will  be  paid  through  any  designated 
bank. 

Textile  and  chemicals,  No.  22088. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Paraguay 
reports  that  a  business  man  in  bis  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cotton  goods,  chemicals  for  soap  manufac- 
ture (caustic  soda,  soda  ash,  silicate  of  soda,  and  sulphate  of  soda). 
Catalogues,  etc.,  should  be  in  Spanish  or  French.    References. 

Uaohinerv,  No.  22069. — A  manufacturer  of  paper  tut>es  for  use  in  spinning 
writes  an  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  that  lie  desires  to  import 
machinery  and  apparatus  for  making  these  tul>es.  Correspondence  should 
be  In  Spanish.    References. 

WASBIKOTON  :  OOVMNUBXT  PBtNTIKO  OIVtCB  :  1*M 
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EXFOBTATION  OF  COPEA  FfiOU  AUSTRALASIA. 

The  Department  of  State  has  been  informed  by  the  British  am- 
bassador at  Washington  that  the  exportation  of  copra  from  the  Fiji 
Islands,  Samoa,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand  to  the  United  States 
is  now  permitted  without  the  condition  that  the  glycerin  content 
of  this  copra  be  re^pped  to  Great  Britain  at  the  prevailing  English 
price. 

SHIPMENT  OF  TOBACCO  TO  THE  NETHEBLANDS. 

The  Department  of  State  is  informed  in  a  cablegram  dated  August 
5,  1916,  from  the  American  ambassador  at  London  that  the  require- 
ment that  tobacco  shipped  to  Holland  be  consigned  to  the  Nether- 
lands Oversea  Trust  will  not  be  insisted  upon  in  the  case  of  Ameri- 
can tobacco  now  on  the  high  seas  or  loaded  under  bona  fide  contracts 
entered  into  under  the  arrangement  now  suspended  and  awaiting 
shipment  at  the  present  time. 


ABOEirriNE  TABIFF  COMMISSION. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Albert  Bale,  Buenos  Aires,  July  6,  1916.] 

On  June  30, 1916,  the  President  of  the  Argentine  Republic  signed  a 
decree  submitted  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  creating  a  commission 
whose  function  will  be  to  study  the  entire  tariff  problem  and  to  sug- 
gest such  modifications  in  the  way  of  valuations  and  classifications 
based  upon  the  present  tariff  schedules  as  may  be  desirable.  They 
are  also  to  incorporate  into  the  tariff  whatever  new  articles  have 
been  introduced  since  the  preparation  of  the  tariff  of  1906. 

This  commission  is  composed  of  the  Director  of  National  Statistics 

(Sr.  Kleine  Samson),  the  Inspector  General  of  Revenues  (Dr.  Keigel 

Monoz),  the  Chief  of  the  Customhouse  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 

Finance   (Sr.  Covache),  the  administrator  of  the  customhouse  at 
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Buenos  Aires  (Sr.  Caprile),  the  chief  of  inspection  of  the  cu^m- 
house  at  Buenos  Aires  (Sr.  Abella),  the  Director  of  the  Division  of 
Commerce  and  Industry  of  the  Department  of  Aericulture  (Dr. 
Pillado),  the  head  of  the  Division  of  Instruction  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  (Dr.  Amadeo),  and  some  official  from  the  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Aifairs  not  yet  designated. 

There  will  be  later  aaded,  in  an  advisory  capacity,  representatives 
from  the  Industrial  Union,  from  the  Argentine  Rural  Society,  and 
from  the  Bolsa  de  Comercio  (Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Buenos 
Aires).  It' is  also  proposed  that  experts  from  business  circles  be 
asked  to  give  advice  on  each  schedule  and  article  under  consider- 
ation. 

The  commission  will  collect  trustworthy  data  concerning  cost  prices 
and  transportation,  which  will  allow  its  members  to  iarm  a  just 
basis  for  tariff  valuations,  in  accordance  with  article  12  of  Law  Na 
4933  (the  customs  law  now  in  effect),  which  provides  for  a  schedule 
of  valuations  based  on  the  price  of  the  merchandise  as  delivered  at 
the  warehouse. 

Diplomatic  and  consular  representatives  abroad  and  other  officials 
of  the  Argentine  Government  will  from  time  to  time  transmit  to  this 
committee  data  which  they  may  think  of  value  for  its  studies.  The 
commiasion  will  be  empowered  to  seek  technical  infonnation  in  any 
direction  it  may  wish. 

The  commission  will  announce,  not  less  than  15  days  in  advance, 
the  section  of  the  tariff  which  is  to  be  taken  under  consideratioii,  as 
well  as  the  list  of  new  articles  which  are  to  be  included  in  the  new 
tariff.  When  the  tariff  schedules  and  duties  have  been  agreed  oa 
thejr  will  be  published  for  a  term  of  30  days,  after  which  all  claims 
which  may  have  been  presented  during  that  time  will  be  carefully 
examined  for  any  correction  which  may  seem  advisable.  When  any 
I'evision  of  this  character  is  made  the  schedules  will  th^i  be  sent 
with  all  details  to  the  Minister  of  Finance.  The  valuations  for  new 
articles  which  are  not  included  in  the  present  tariff  will  take  effect 
three  months  after  the  date  of  final  approval  by  the  Exeoutive. 

A  few  remarks  on  this  decree  were  added  by  the  Preeidaat  when 
he  signed  it.  He  states  that  valuations  established  by  the  Law  Na 
4933  in  1906  have  changed  considerably  during  the  lasrt)  10  years, 
while  1,500  new  articles  not  hitherto  classified  have  been  added  to  the 
3,700  in  the  original  schedule.  These  changes  have  essentially  modi- 
fied the  existing  law,  so  that  the  interpreteticm  as  now  put  upon  it 
does  not  really  correspond  to  the  law  when  it  went  into  effect.  In 
appointing  this  commission  the  President  follows  a  resolution  passed 
by  Congress  in  1915. 

With  the  appointment  of  the  tariff  conunissioia  tha  mbjeet  of 
tariff  revision  will  receive  considerable  attenti(»i.  All  au^BokioBS 
from  American  exporters  in  regard  to  desirable  modifioattins  in  the 
onatoms  tariff  of  Argentina,  intended  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  diplo- 
matic representation,  dlould  be  formulated  with  as  moch  detail  as 
possible  and  sent  either  to  the  Department  of  State  or  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Departntoit  of  CoBUB«ree, 
which  will  be  g1a<l  to  transmit  them  to  the  Departmwtt  of  Staia  with 
sucli  recommendations  and* supplementary  inforraation  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable. 
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CUBAH  EQO  AHD  BTTTTEB  FUBCHASES  IN  IFKITED  STATES. 

[Conaol  Henry  If.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Habana,  Cuba,  June  16.] 

Cuba  imports  annually  from  5,000,000  to  6,000,000  dozens  of  eggs, 
nearly  all  of  which  come  from  the  United  States.  Butter  importa- 
tions in  the  fiscal  year  1915  were  valued  at  $408,185,  compared  with 
$367,675  in  the  preceding  year.  Fresh  butter  is  all  imported  from  the 
United  States,  but  there  is  a  large  consumption  of  tinned  butter  which 
comes  principally  from  Denmark,  Spain,  and  Holland.  Of  this 
product,  in  1915  Denmark  furnished  873,613  pounds,  valued  at 
$241,841 ;  Spain,  272,252  pounds,  valued  at  $57,131 ;  and  Holland, 
149,082  pounds,  valued  at  $40,337.  The  imports  of  butter  of  all  kinds 
from  the  United  States  in  the  same  period  were  valued  at  $60,264,  the 
quantity  being  206,450  pounds. 

Preferential  Kednctions  for  Products  of  TXnited  States. 

Eggs  are  classified  in  the  Cuban  import  tariff  under  No.  252,  and 
with  the  20  per  cent  preferential  reduction  allowed  to  the  product  of 
the  United  States,  are  dutiable  at  the  rate  of  $5.20  the  100  kilos 
(220  pounds).  There  is  an  allowance  of  25  per  cent  for  tar  in  com- 
puting the  weight.  Butter  is  classified  under  No.  244  of  the  tariflf, 
and  deducting  the  preferential  allowance  of  30  per  cent  to  the  prod- 
uct of  the  Umted  States,  is  dutiable  at  the  rate  of  $6.37  per  100  kilos. 
Oleomargarine,  when  the  product  of  the  United  States,  is  dutiable  at 
the  rate  of  $7.28  per  100  kilos.  The  tare  allowance  on  butter  and 
oleomargarine,  in  ordinary  boxes,  tierces,  cans,  etc.,  is  12  per  cent;  in 
brine  or  otherwise  packed,  with  wooden,  glass,  or  tin  receptacles  com- 
bined, provided  this  does  not  exceed  the  actual  tare,  is  35  per  cent. 

The  question  of  credit  terms  with  well-established  houses  is  easily 
arranged  at  present,  as  money  is  plentiful  in  Cuba,  and  most  firms 
are  ready  to  take  advantage  of  cash  discounts.  Shipping  and  bank- 
ing facilities  are  excellent. 

[A  list  of  Importers  of  butter  and  eggs  In  Habana,  Cuba,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bnreati  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  77597.  Articles  on  poultry  and  dairy  products  In  Cuba  were 
pabllsbed  In  Coumebce  Kepobts  for  Dec.  14, 1915,  and  May  15, 1916.] 


LONDON'S  TBASE  DT  COTTON  ANS  SHE  OABTEBS. 

[Consular  Assistant  £.  Harrison  Yelverton,  London,  England,  June  29.] 

The  making  of  clip  ends  of  garters,  for  both  men  and  women,  is 
a  business  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturers  of  the 
United  States.  The  ends  and  clips,  however,  are  sent  to  this  country 
and  the  making-up  is  done  here.  The  necessary  webbings  to  com- 
plete the  garters  are  manufactured  in  Great  Britain.  [The  ad- 
dresses of  several  houses  in  London  which  make  these  garters  up 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices  upon  asking  for  file  No.  78265.]  Prior 
to  the  war,  French  garters  were  imported  into  this  market,  but  this 
trade  has  now  almost  entirely  ceased.  Official  statistics  present  no 
separate  figures  regarding  the  importation  of  garters  into  the 
United  Kingdom. 
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PB07II8  OF  SHZFUSID  fiOBPfKBATIOH  IMhMWhJfk 

[Consul  Jobs  M.  Savags,  ShefSeld,  BagUtnd,  July  17.1 

A  report  dealing  with  the  working  of  the  Shield  Corporation 
tramways  and  motor  (nnnibuses  discloees  that  during  the  year  ended 
March  25, 1916,  in  its  car  section  $8,340  was  written  off  for  deprecia- 
tion on  account  of  the  old  horse-traction  system  and  $49,060  added 
for  improvements,  making  the  capital  expenditure  at  the  end  of  the 
year  stand  at  $6,910,650.  The  total  income  was  $2^17,220,  the  groaa 
profit  $844,140,  and  the  net  profit  $466,110. 

Out  of  the  gross  profit,  in  additi<Hi  to  interest  on  loans  and  other 
charges,  $229,770  was  added  to  the  sinking  fund  and  $5r6,490  was 
paid  in  allowances  to  dependents  of  employees  who  had  joined  the 
colors.  From  the  net  profit  (which  exc^ded  that  for  the  preceding 
year  by  $125,750)  $24,335  went  in  special  grants  to  the  Pure  Science 
and  Applied  Science  Departments  of  Sheffield  University,  $39,700 
was  assigned  for  street  improvements  (proporticm  of  service  of 
debt),  $146,555  to  the  renewals  fund,  $39,170  to  the  accumulatcd- 
Burplus  fund,  $9,735  to  special-purposes  fund,  $2,925  to  capital  ac- 
count, and  $203,690  was  transferred  to  the  general  district-rate  ac- 
count. Of  the  1,800  employees  in  the  tramway  department,  700 
are  women,  the  great  majority  of  whom  serve  as  conductors  and  the 
others  as  car  cleaners. 

In  the  motor-omnibus  section  the  total  income  for  the  vear  was 
$134,150,  the  expenditure  $107,300,  leaving  a  gross  profit  of  $26,850 
and  a  net  profit  of  $18,570.  This  entire  amount  was  transferred  to 
a  special-reserve  account  to  meet  future  contingencies  on  the  motor- 
omnibus  account,  and  this  fund,  after  deducting  the  cost  of  addi- 
tional omnibuses  purchased  during  the  year,  had  to  its  credit  $17,385. 


AUTOMOBILES  AND  CYCLES  IS  THE  SITESSLAinB. 
[Consal  Fraok  W.  MaUn,  Aniatvnilua,  July  8.] 

The  number  of  automobiles  in  the  Netiierlands,  while  still  r^- 
tively  small,  has  doubled  in  the  last  four  years.  It  is  now  7,000— 
not  large  for  a  population  of  6,000,000,  but  the  increase  is  note- 
worthy. It  would  have  been  still  greater  had  not  the  war  caused 
serious  difficulties,  especially  in  importing  tires.  Many  people  refrain 
from  buying  autoinobiles  simply  because  no  guaranty  can  be  fur- 
nished tfiat  they  will  have  a  continuous  supply  of  tires. 

The  number  of  motor  cycles  in  the  Netherlands  is  7,500,  but  of 
bicycles  there  are  850,000,  or  practically  one  to  every  seven  persons. 
The  flat  country  and  Uie  general  use  of  bicycles  for  delivering  meat, 
groceries,  dry  goods,  etc.,  account  for  the  great  number. 

There  is  a  promising  market  in  the  Netherlands  for  American 
automobiles.  Several  agencies  in  Amsterdam  have  done  good  busi- 
uess  in  them,  and  will  cK>ubtless  do  still  better  when  the  cloee  of  tiie 
war  removes  present  obstacles.  As  to  bicycles,  however,  it  is  aU^ied 
that  once  upon  a  time  some  very  poor  American  machines  w«» 
sold  in  this  market,  and  the  prejudice  then  created  still  exie^  Only 
very  wilful  and  jiersistent  effort,  coupled  witii  visible  denMHastm- 
tions  of  the  superior  quality  and  durability  of  Araerican  madiines, 
can  remove  the  prejudice. 
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THE  FBOPOSED  HONGEONO  SCHOOL  OF  LAHOUAOES. 

(TIce  Consnl  A.  E.  Carleton,  Hongkong,  Brltisli  China,  supplementing  report  published 

June  3.  1016.] 

In  a  previous  report  from  the  Hongkong  consulate  general  in 
regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  teaching  the  Chinese  lan- 
guage to  Europeans  employed  by  the  British  firms  in  this  port,  it 
was  stated  that  the  subject  had  been  discussed  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce  and  that  a  committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  consider  ways  and  means  for  establishing  such  a  school. 
This  committee  has  now  presented  its  report  in  the  form  of  nine 
suggestions,  which  are  tentative  only,  but  form  the  basis  for  the 
proposed  language  school. 

Tlie  third  suggestion  is  significant  in  that  it  predicts  that  Man- 
darin will  be  the  future  language  of  China,  and  that  it  is  therefore 
best  that  the  European  assistants  should  be  taught  this  language  in 
preference  to  the  Cantonese  dialect.  The  prospective  Hongkong 
school  will,  however,  teach  the  Cantonese  dialect  in  connection  with 
Mandarin,  the  students  having  the  privilege  of  electing.  Hongkong 
firms  have  been  circularized  to  ascertain  whether  sufficient  support 
will  be  given  the  scheme  to  justify  further  consideration  or  the 
matter. 
Committee's  Tentative  Suggestions. 

The  preliminary  conclusions  reached  by  the  committee  are : 

1.  A  working  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  language  Is  essential  for  the  future 
devdopment  of  business  relations  with  China. 

2.  A  scheme  for  the  successful  teaching  of  the  language  to  European  as- 
sistants must  be  practical,  comprehensive,  and  assured  of  sufficient  financial 
support. 

3.  So  far  as  regards  Hongkong  the  scheme  should  be  restricted  to  the  teach- 
ing of  Mandarin,  which,  it  Is' believed,  will  be  the  future  language  of  China,  and 
the  Cantonese  dialect. 

4.  The  course  should  cover  two  or  three  years. 

5.  Each  student  should  have  Individual  instruction  by  native  teachers  in 
addition  to  his  supervised  studies  and  lectures  in  the  proposed  school,  the 
native  teachers  to  be  approved  by  the  director  of  the  school. 

6.  The  student  should  be  encouraged  to  pursue  these  studies  by  grants  of 
increased  salary  at  different  stages  of  certified  proficiency,  by  having  the 
school  fees  paid  by  his  employer  (if  not  his  private  tuition  fee  as  well),  and 
by  being  allowed  to  attend  lectures  and  classes  In  his  employer's  time. 

7.  The  students,  or  the  firms  contributing  to  their  dues  could  elect  to  take 
either  the  Mandarin  or  the  Cantonese  course. 

8.  The  school  should  be  under  the  direction  of  a  foreign  supervisor  of  the 
highest  qualifications. 

9.  It  is  known  that  the  university  can  make  use  of  the  services  of  such  a 
man  as  above  indicated,  and  it  is  considered  desirable  that  the  Government 
should  be  approached  with  the  Idea  of  the  school  being  administered  by  the 
University  Itself,  but  in  a  central  position  easily  accessible  to  the  European 
business  quarter  of  the  city. 


Dutch  war  relief  expenditures. 

The  Dutch  Minister  of  the  Interior  announces,  reports  Commercial 
Attache  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  that  during  1915  there  were  paid  out 
by  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands  $1,700,000  for  refugee  camps 
where  temporary  homes  have  been  made  for  impoverished  Belgians, 
$1,770,000  for  relief  to  Belgian  refugees  outside  the  camps,  $36,000 
for  the  education  of  children  of  the  refugees,  $98,000  for  assistance 
in  emplojrments  outside  the  camps,  and  $44,000  for  relief  to  the 
families  of  interned  soldiers. 
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INBITSI^RIAI  FUTT7EE  OF  lA  FAUICE  AUB  LA  BOCEELLE. 

[Consul  EcDDCth  Stoart  Patton,  Ia  Bocbelle,  France,  Jaly  10.] 

At  La  Pa  11  ice  there  is  gteater  industrial  actirity  than  ever  before. 
The  efforts  to  properly  equip  the  port  [see  Commssce  Retorts  for 
July  27, 1916J  are  having  effect,  new  cranes  and  other  equipment  be- 
ing steadily  added.  The  railway  line  betwewi  La  Rodielle  and  La 
Pallice  is  being  double-tracked,  and  this  needed  improvement  will  be 
shortly  completed. 

Just  back  of  the  port  of  La  Pallice  a  large  new  chemical  plant,  said 
to  have  cost  about  $200,000,  is  ready  for  operation.  This  is  the  larg- 
est and  most  modern  plant  of  its  kind  in  this  whole  section.  The 
Delaunay-Belleville  Co.  of  Paris  has  purchased  the  marine  repair 
shops  (Ateliers  at  Chantiers  de  La  Pallice)  and  expects  to  enlarge 
them  materially.  Once  this  plant  is  modernized,  it  is  estimated  that 
4,000  workmen  will  be  employed  there. 

It  is  also  expected  that  the  sardine  industry  of  La  Eochelle  will 
take  on  new  life  and  that  the  sardine  will  become  one  of  the  im- 
portant resources  of  the  district  Recently  this  industry  has  declined 
from  its  former  inmortanc^  from  lack  of  proper  attention  and  up-to- 
date  equipment.  If  the  proposal  to  establish  a  modern  fishing  port 
at  La  Rochelle  becomes  a  reality  [see  Coumebck  Repokts  for  Jan.  25, 
1916],  the  importance  of  this  city  will  increase  materially. 

Well-informed  persons  believe  that  the  population  grouped  around 
the  port  of  La  Pallice  will  increase  in  a  rew  vears  from  the  present 
estimate  of  4,000  persons  to  at  least  20,000  inhabitants,  and  that  La 
Eochelle  will  double  its  present  population  of  38,000  within  the  next 
half  decade. 

EXPEDITING  SHIFPINO  DOCUMENTS  IN  TTNIHB  KDKSOIL 

[Brtthih  Board  at  Trade  Josmal,  Jnly  37.1 

The  Port  and  Transit  Executive  Cffloamittee  notify  tliat,  in  order 
to  obviate  tlie  delays  there  have  been  in  the  removal  of  goods  traai 
docks,  wharves,  and  warehouses  by  reason  of  the  late  delivery  of 
shipping  documents  sent  through  ttie  post  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  following  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  committee  with, 
the  British  Postal  Censors'  DepartmMit: 

If  shipplnp  rtocwnents  that  nrc  being  sent  through  the  mall  to  the  United 
Kingdom  art'  posted  in  envelopes  marked  "  Shipping  docntnents "  by  means 
of  a  rubt>er  stamp  ami  not  by  handwriting,  the  Postal  Censors'  Department  will 
endeavor  to  dpul  with  such  enw^lopes  with  special  expedition. 

The  only  shipping  documents  that  may  be  Included  in  an  envelope  thtis 
marlced  are:  (1)  Bills  of  lading,  wHh  or  without  drafts;  (2)  Invoices;  (3) 
specifications;  (4)  manifests;  (5)  parcels  receipts;  (6)  certificates  of  origin, 
destination,  inspection,  weight,  or  analysis;  (7)  Insurance  policies  or  certifi- 
cates; (8)  sclKMlules  of  InstractloflB,  subject  to  the  information  contained  la 
such  schedules  beitig  limited  to  an  identification  of  the  other  documents  In- 
closed In  the  envelope,  and  to  the  instructions  being  limited  to  ordinary  instnic- 
ti0D8  as  to  the  delivery  oC  such  other  documents  as  against  acceptance  or 
cash.  (Note:  Iiistnirtlons  or  letters  of  advice  as  to  delivery  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary course  must  not  be  inclosed  in  an  envelope  marked  "  Shilling  documents.") 

The  inclosure  of  any  letters  or  documents  other  than  those  above  specified  ia 
an  envelope  marked  as  above  is  forbidden,  and  It  Is  essential  that  thU  dlrec- 
ttoa  Bhoald  be  strictly  obeyed.  Any  departure  from  this  rule  will  asmnedljr 
cause  greater  delay.  The  envelope  containing  dipping  documents  should 
be  posted  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 
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BUSSIAN  TO  B£  TAUGHT  IN  ENQUSH  SCHOOLS. 

(Commercial  Attach^  Pierce  C.  Williams,  London,  July  21.1 

British  efforts  to  increase  trade  with  Russia  after  the  war  are 
taking  the  extremely  practical  shape  of  encouraging  the  study  of  the 
Russian  language  by  young  men  training  for  coinmercial  life.  At 
Leeds  University  a  chair  for  the  study  of  Russian  has  recently  been 
created  through  the  generosity  of  Sir  James  Roberts,  Bart.  In  his 
letter  to  the  university  offering  £10,000  ($i8,700)  for  the  foundation 
and  maintenance  of  a  professorship  of  Russian  language  and  litera- 
ture the  donor  said :  "  It  would  be  an  illusion  to  expect  that  adequate 
advantage  could  be  taken  of  Russia  as  an  outlet  for  British  manu- 
factures unless  we  can  be  represented  there  by  our  own  countrymen, 
equipped  with  a  knowledge  of  the  Russian  language." 

Stirred,  apparently,  by  the  success  of  Leeds  University,  Manchester 
University  recently  made  an  appeal  for  £15,000  ($73,000)  for  the 
establishment  of  a  chair  in  Russian,  and  it  is  to-day  announced  that 
£6,000  (^9,200)  of  the  required  sum  has  been  contributed.  It  is 
hardly  possible  that  the  appeal  will  fail  in  a  community  where  the 
business  imagination  is  so  highly  developed  as  in  Manchester.  The 
suggestion  that  exchange  professorships  be  established  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  has  also  been  warmly  received. 
Progress  Already  Kade — Study  BuKgested  for  TTnited  States. 

That  there  is  much  popular  appreciation  of  the  value  of  a  knowl- 
edge of  Russian  is  evidenced  by  the  prompt  and  enthusiastic  accept- 
ance of  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  London  County  Council.  In 
its  school  in  Bolt  Court,  London,  classes  in  Russian  are  being  eagerly 
attended  by  young  journalists.  In  the  City  of  London  College  Rus- 
sian has  been  taught  with  success  in  the  evening  classes  for  some 
time,  and  it  is  to  be  taught  next  session  in  the^technical  schools  at 
Newport  (Monmouthshire).  [For  earlier  mention  of  Russian 
language  study  in  England  see  Commerce  Reports  for  May  12, 1915, 
and  July  21, 1916.] 

The  time  is  ripe  for  introducing  the  study  of  the  Russian  language 
into  the  commercial  life  of  the  United  States.  If  this  be  done 
promptly  there  will  be  available  within  a  few  years  a  corps  of  young 
Americans  speaking  some  Russian  and  capable  of  taking  important 
positions  as  representatives  of  American  houses  in  Russia. 

[The  need  for  a  knowledge  of  the  Russian  language  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are  to  represent  American  commerce  In  Russia  when  a  return  to  normal  condi- 
tions mokes  possible  a  resumption  of  trade  propaganda  was  clearly  set  forth 
by  Commercial  Attache  Henry  D.  Baker  in  Commerce  Repobts  for  June  26, 
1915,  and  was  also  brought  out  in  an  article  on  "  Methods  of  extending  Russian- 
American  trade  "  in  the  issue  for  May  6,  1915.] 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEATJ  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 

DISTBICT  OFFICES.  COOPEBATITS  OFFICES. 


KKW  TOBKt  Boob  4M,  Cutomkoine. 

BOSTOR:  18th  loor,  Cntomhoue. 

CnCiOOi  S04  Federal  Billdlng. 

n.  M1II8:  4M  TUrd  NaUoiul  Bamk  Balldlag. 

ATUBTA:  (81  Port  Omee  Biildlac. 

HBir  0BLBAK8:  1020  HlberaU  Bask  BsHdlns. 

g&n  FBA5CI8C0:  S07  Cutoakone. 

gUTTLE:  848  Btmrj  BiIIdlKg. 


CI.ETET.AND:  Ctaabtr  of  Coaatree. 
CINailNATI :  dumber  of  Coaaerce. 
CWajmATl:  C,  N.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  AKeELES:  Chaahtr  of  Coauacree. 
DETBOIT:  Board  of  Comatree. 
rHILAUELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerte. 
CHATTANOOGA:  Soath  AmerleaB  Aseat,  8oatk- 
er>  B)t.  Co. 
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mPOBTS  AND  EXPOBTS  BT  GBAITD  DIYISIQITS  AND  COUNTBIES. 

The  total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to 
each  of  the  principal  countries  during  .fune  and  the  12  montns  ended 
with  June,  1916,  compared  with  corresponding  periods  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  have  jxist  been  made  pubUc  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  as  follova: 


Uonth  ol  Jun»— 

12  montbs  eaded  with  Job*— 

1916 

191S 

1916 

1915 

IMPORTS  FROM— 

Onnd  divisions— 

867, 303, 806 

60,280,542 

42,753,919 

65,442,463 

0,065,868 

4,358,750 

844,613,023 

50,061,885 
28.210,380 
26,715,195 
5,516,429 
4,577,319 

8616,252,740 
I»l,8e5,543 

301,502,018 

437,181.461 

06,225,991 

M,76>,745 

1814,^4,645 

North  America           

473,070,703 

261, '^a.  563 

Asia..           

247,770,103 

82,522  552 

Africa 

24,a63.0Sl 

Total 

245,795,438 

157,605,140 

2,197,883,510 

1,674,  ICO,  7«) 

PriDolpel  countriea: 

Austria-HuDgary 

42,323 

152,454 

10,12.5.S90 

8U0,ai5 

0,578,733 

7,368,061 

399, 446 

342,, M9 

3,2<J.-|,h37 

1,174,291 

2,3-3,200 

32,740,050 

18,669,810 

9,039,144 

33,378.079 

11,411,972 

11,801,190 

10.016.235 

8,111,493 

28,023,946 

15,875,860 

3,581,205 

2W,233 
51.717 

5,350,919 
1.8^7.880 

5,300,982 

2,010,206 

402.  S71 

14K.180 

1,701,1162 
.M.-.,ai» 

1,373,(170 

23.134,111 

14,862,8tB 

8.320.238 

22. 1,')0.:«4 

7,039,905 

8.605.078 

3,001,000 

4,llii,276 

12,005. 7W 

7,, 10.5. 792 

.•!,000,33S 

2..'.'.'  ;lll 

i.:u-,,.B6 

1, 1..1..'i70 

l,47-i..5J» 

102,077.1120 

15,940.74* 

.'^7, 432. 486 

3i..634,.J0O 

0,.S:-.1,714 

3.011. '.«» 

27.^.1,130 

ll.%lh,H81 

21,77.^.,  as 

30S.44:i.',aa 
201,01S.J*7 
U7.1i7(;,.« 
228,977.  W 
112,512,  120 
132.0^.1. '.81 
64,1.54.HB» 
71,05.5  iMo 
177,421,  146 
U7,W4,-fl» 
04,,w:i.  141 
■■^,J,J  .140 
:...:•:  '143 

8, 794.418 

10,222,860 

France 

77,158,740 

flerniany ...              . .       

81,372,710 

Italy.,.'. 

54,073,726 

Nrtherlands 

32,518,890 

Norway J 

10,068,864 

2.512,381 

Rpnin , , , 

18.027,402 

Sweden , 

11,061,!»7 

Switzerland 

18,335,483 

TTnited  Kingdom., ..,-,. 

^,351,875 

Conadft.  ...'. 

150,571,712 

n,ei2,a»i 

Cuba.         

185,766,1(11 
73,776,  Si 

Brazil      

BO,  178,  TO 

Chile 

China  

40^  06^  130 

British  East  Indies 

8?,  177  317 

at.  0*0^  160 

Aii^tmlia  and  Nfiw  Zealand 

EsvDtt 

)7,S7i,9aa 

EXfOBTS  »). 
Qruid  divisions— 

812,661,127 

75,045,538 

20,792,445 

42,196,442 

7,737,4ii 

6,361,315 

}81,4S7,OM 
46,637,085 
13,744,090 
18,041,403 
•,184,777 
3.4»5,0t5 

2,090,188,420 
732,800,098 
180,356,555 
»78,470.«28 
09,241,«S 
a,517,0?0 

1,971,434,  <S7 

North  Amerln 

4n,on,7Si 

90,323,867 

AbI» 

'\^.^*^ 

Alrica 

».mm 

Total  . 

404,784,318 

286, 547, 416 

4,338,658,865 

8,786,589,340 

Principal  countries— 

Austrla-Hungarj'                              

152.920 

21,818,038 
.V>,  002. 411 

030,072..»4 

2S-S,S51 

4.:i3.1,.'93 

U/0. 4851,022 
<.lil.2;!2.'.l30 
53.678,126 

lS3,2o'J,005 

52,771.052 

■■.raw,  182 

l,.^is,  1110. 263 

4tV'i.VSl.US 
41,752.081 
4S.;.1«.,t12 

127.040,067 
ll,'..tW,bll 
41.202,277 

1,886,118 

Belgium 

3.110,720 
4,212,730 

7i,222,8S4 

5,406 

1,496,314 

25,669,750 
0,642.248 
6,328,019 
8,141.562 
6,779,180 
3,449,149 
165,751,631 

51,069.831 
3,270,788 
3,581.429 

11,957.283 
7,523.871 
5,172.714 

1,583,746 
4,338.687 

43,107,426 

1,767 

035,035 

15,183,878 
7,651,762 
1,107,816 

13,014,3U 
2,024,3»7 
2,019,448 

88,181,M5 

29,iei,783 

6,«8S.a«7 
5, 250, 300 
3,213,0« 

20,662,315 

79,824,478 

Fnuuje 

ISiSiS: 

Greece 

3,49»,«7S 

Italy 

184,819,688 

Nclberlands 

fi!oM.fii 

Russia  is  Europe 

tt  tfH  HF 

Spain 

&^7i«'Bb 

Sweden 

lEfliv  ■■ 

m^Mi  llfa 

Canada 

4A4''«&*aB 

rentrol  Amorica 

im'BPBb 

Mexico 

V'Wlar 

Cubo 

Sl^S'&i 

Argentina 

ffr  IM'fi* 

BraiU 

25)  ^Cm 
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Giand  dlrislons  and  oountriea. 

ICootbofJime— 

12  mooths  ended  with  June— 

1916 

191S 

1916 

1915 

KXPOMS  To-eontlnned. 

Frincjpal  countries— Continued. 

caie 

t2,7S6,ia6 
3,4Gg,8S7 
2,343.749 
9,933,147 

23,925,348 
fi,5(iO,300 
2,063,713 
4,09I,8a« 

tl,f>St>..'«B 
1,S?J.>«) 
1,549.191 
4,511], :JM 
3.          65 
6           48 
2  '  .)    '79 

3,.m.iao 

t2'l  "SO  {-.SJ 
a    :  '     96 
'2,             » 

71         sa 

131              59 
7-     .        D8 

a,  ...h,i,09 

fc,J40,U48 

111.377,181 

China 

British  Eait  Indies 

lfi,4nJ.47o 
l,5,USO,734 

nn«!A  fn  Acta     . . 

23,.V):t,lSl 

Austrollaaod  New  Zealand 

S1,U!M,649 

-phillpplnaTnlntvta 

24.755,330 

Brltisfi  Africa 

18,271,069 

TO  ESTABUaS  AIO  TO  PVOST  SOTrHS-ALASKA  SBIFFING. 

The  greater  part  of  the  commei'ce  between  Puget  Sound  and 
Alaska,  and  between  Cape  Flattery  and  points  on  Georgia  Strait, 
will  be  benefited  by  the  estabUaliing  of  a  light  and  fog-gignal  stution 
for  which  the  sundry  civil  act,  approved  July  1,  lOlG,  appropriated 
$40,000.  The  act  provides  that  the  station  shall  be  at  or  near 
Kellett  Bluff,  Henry  Island,  Wash.,  or  at  some  point  on  the  west 
coast  of  San  tTuan  Island,  Wash.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  best 
location  for  the  proposed  light  is  at  the  Lime  Kiln,  on  the  west  const 
of  San  Juan  Island. 

Vessels  proceeding  to  the  northward  after  leaving  Point  Wilson 
have  a  run  of  about  38  miles  before  reaching  the  proposed  location, 
with  no  fog  signal  on  the  American  side.  Tne  depths  are  too  gi'eat 
for  soundings,  and  there  are  strong  tidal  currents  of  uncertain  direc- 
tion to  contend  with. 

The  work  contemplated  by  the  United  States  Lighthouse  Service 
to  carnr  oai  the  provisions  of  this  appropriation  consists  of  erecting 
the  light  tower,  log-aignal  building,  and  dwellingrs  for  two  keepers, 
the  installation  of  the  illuminating  apparatus  which  will  produce  a 
flashing  light,  and  the  fog-signal  apparatus  of  the  reed-horn  variety. 
A  derrick  and  hoisting  engine  are  also  needed,  and  the  construction 
of  an  oU  house,  out  bmldingfl,  walk,  purchase  of  boat,  etc,,  will  com- 
plete the  station. 

There  is  a  reservation  of  land  for  lighthouse  purposes  on  the  west 
coast  of  San  Juan  Island  at  the  point  where  it  is  proposed  to  estab- 
lish this  station. 


dOVIDlNMSHT  rUBUCATIOHS  TOU  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
aftl9  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  at  Wasliington,  during 
tl^  week  ended  August  5 : 

Tariff  Slv*tem»  of  South  American  Countries  (Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Ito- 
aieatk:  Oommerce,  TariS  Series  84). — Supplies  iuformatlon  that  wiU  serve  oa 
^  ttftaUi  for  underatauding  tiie  tarifls  and  methods  of  ciustoins  procedure,  iictual 
practice  of  entering  goodB  and  penaltios  Imposed.    I'ricp,  25  cents. 

Ueat  Situation  in  the  United  Hiatca,  Part  1  (Agriculture  Department  He- 
pert  109). — Statistics  of  live  stock,  meat  production  and  conHUiiiption,  prlceti, 
and  International  trade  for  many  countries.     Price,  35  cent.s. 
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EECENT  CEAITOES  IS  JAPANESE  HASEETS. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scidmore,  Tokohama,  July  10.] 
large  Increase  in  Exports  of  Kaw  Silk. 

The  volume  of  exports  of  raw  silk  during  the  season  ended  June  30 
amounted  to  198,159  bales  (foreign),  against  166,491  bales  in  the  pre- 
ceding season,  a  gain  of  41,668  bales,  or  27  per  cent.  Even  compared 
with  the  season  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the  de- 
crease is  only  3,114  bales.  This  has  been  brought  about  principally 
by  a  very  large  increase  in  demand  frcHn  the  United  States  during 
the  season  just  concluded,  the  Japan  Daily  Mail  says.  According  to 
the  returns  available,  purchases  by  the  United  States  for  the  season 
reached  a  total  of  169,808  bales,  while  shipments  to  Europe  amounted 
to  only  28,351  bales.  Compared  with  the  preceding  season,  America's 
buying  shows  a  gain  of  39,282  bales,  or  fully  80  per  cent,  while  the 
purchases  for  Europe  present  an  improvement  by  10  per  cent — 2,386 
bales.  In  comparison  with  the  season  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  Europe's  share  in  the  trade  shows  a  decrease  of  more  than  50 
per  cent,  while  America's  has  increased  17  per  cent. 

The  trade  results  for  the  past  three  years,  as  given  by  the  Daily 
Mail,  to  show  the  ruling  tendency  in  the  market,  are : 


Years. 

Exports  to 
United 
States. 

Exports  to 
Europe. 

Total. 

1913-14 

Btlet. 
143,929 
130,526 
ia,808 

Bait*. 
57,344 
25,965 
28,351 

Bala. 
201,273 

1914-15 

158,491 

1915-16 

188,  U9 

"  The  striking  record  for  1914  and  1915,"  says  the  paper,  "  is  obvi- 
ously due  to  the  European  war.  The  output  of  raw  silk  in  Italy, 
France,  and  other  European  countries  showed  a  grave  falling  off, 
and  Japan  was  the  only  country  that  could  meet  all  the  increase  in 
American  demands.  At  the  beginning  of  the  new  season,  standard 
goods  changed  hands  at  750  yen  ($374)  per  picul  of  133J  pounds. 
In  the  beginning  of  November,  last  year,  a  level  of  1,000  yen 
($498.60)  per  picul  was  reached.  In  the  middle  of  March,  this  year, 
the  level  of  1,350  yen  ($673)  per  picul  was  attained,  that  figure 
being  the  highest  point  reached  since  1911.  Since  then  the  level  of 
1,000  yen  ($498.50)  per  picul  has  been  very  well  maintained,  though 
sometimes  there  have  been  sporadic  relapses." 

Increase  in  Supply  of  Chlorate  of  JPotash. 

War  conditions  have  caused  the  manufacture  of  chlorate  of  potash 
in  Japan  to  undergo  a  rapid  development.  There  are  about  33 
factories,  and  the  total  output  is  put  by  the  Japan  Chronicle  at 
7,000  barrels  a  month,  the  list  being  headed  by  the  Nihon  Kag^&ku 
Kokyo  Kaisha,  which  turns  out  3,000  barrels  a  month.  The  domestic 
consumption  is  about  7,000  barrels  in  normal  times ;  but,  at  present, 
owing  to  a  general  decrease  in  demands,  it  is  not  expected  to  exceed 
6,000  barrels.  The  supply  of  chlorate  of  potash  is  tnus  in  excess  of 
the  demand  by  about  1,000  barrels,  and  a  further  increase  in  the  out- 
put is  expected.    When  the  present  extension  of  the  operations  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS.  539 

the  factories  are  completed,  it  is  expected  that  the  total  monthly  out- 
put will  exceed  10,000  barrels. 

Stocks  now  on  the  market,  both  of  imports  and  home  products, 
and  also  including  the  holdings  of  the  Nihon  Kagaku  Kokyo  Kaislia, 
are  estimated  at  30,000  barrefi,  a  quantity  which,  the  Chronicle  says, 
is  large  enough  to  meet  aU  the  domestic  consumption  for  about  5 
months.  It  is,  therefore,  likely  that  the  oversupply  will  rather  in- 
crease than  decrease  for  some  time  to  come.  The  Chronicle  con- 
tinues: 

The  increase  In  supply  has  natoraUy  led  to  a  decline  in  price.  It  Is  true 
tbat  an  Improvement  has  set  In,  bnt  it  is  argued  tliat,  irrespective  of  tlie  length 
0*  the  war,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  price  of  chlorate  of  potash  Is  In  the 
neighborhood  of  40  yen  (i^lftdl),  which  represents  the  cost  of  prodiwtlon. 
If  this  is  the  case,  the  majority  <3t  manufactorers  will  not  be  able  to  continue 
the  business.  It  is,  therefore,  expected  that  even  before  the  end  of  the  war 
the  less  substantial  of  the  Japanese  manufacturers  of  chlorate  of  potash  will 
hare  to  close  down. 

Or»wlag  Semaad  for  Oriental  Hatches. 

The  demand  for  Japanese  matches  has  risen  in  India  and  in  the 
South  Pacific  countries,  which  hitherto  have  been  importing  Swedish 
matches.  The  exports  of  Japanese  matches  during  the  first  half  of 
this  year,  according  to  the  Japan  Advertiser,  amounted  to  8,665,000 
yen  (^,319,503),  an  increase  of  1,368,000  yen  ($fi8l4>48)  as  compared 
with  the  corresp<»uling  period  of  last  year.  India  is  the  principal 
market. 

The  amounts  exported  to  various  countries  were:  India,  3,000,000 
yen  ($1,495,500);  China,  2,200,000  yen  ($1,096,700);  Hongkong, 
l»700,000yen  ($847,450). 

The  South  Pacific  countries,  Straits  Settlements,  Dutch  Indies, 
Kwangttmg,   and   the   Philippines   are   also   importing   Japanese 
matches. 
iMce  9e«rMM  is  Jttmtmt  Ua  trnprnt  fnlf . 

With  a  weak  market  for  paper,  the  demand  for  pulp  has  largely 
decreased,  and  holders  are  apparently  trying  to  dispose  of  their 
holdings,  the  Japan  ChPOTiicle  says.  While  all  the  paper  mills  have 
re«dy  sufficient  stocks  of  p«lp  to  last  this  year,  those  offered  on  the 
iBa^et  amount  to  about  8,000  tons.  When  the  pulp  market  was  very 
Strang,  some  time  ago,  orders  were  sent  to  Sweden  and  America,  and 
^{Mnents  are  now  arriving.  The  Toyo  Shokai  has  imported  about 
IjmO  Urns  a  month  since  the  end  of  last  year,  while  about  5,000  tons 
hsTe  been  imported  by  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year.  In  Japan  pulp  is  produced  to  the  quantity  of  about  20,000 
tons  in  Saghalien,  and  the  output  is  expected  to  imdergo  a  consid- 
erable increase  next  year  on  the  completion  of  extensions  now  being 
imdartaken  by  pulp  manttfacturers.  In  these  circumstances  it  is 
not  expected  that  the  palp  nttrket  will  improve  very  rapidly. 


The  production  of  glass  sand  in  this  coimtry  in  1915  was  1,884,044 
sbmrt  tons,  valued  at  $1,606,640.  This  is  the  largest  quantity  ever 
reported  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  which  has  just 
issued  a  report  on  sand  and  gravel.  Molding  sand  also  was  produced 
in  very  much  greater  quantity  in  1915  than  in  1914. 
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PABAGTTATAN  UABEET  FOS  COTTON  GOODS. 

[Consul  Samuel  Ilnmilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  June  14.] 

The  value  of  Paraguay's  purchases  of  foreign  textiles  generally 
exceeds  that  of  any  other  line  of  imports.  In  1912  Paraguay  im- 
ported $1,462,367  worth  of  textiles;  in  1913,  $2,183,714  worth;  in  1914, 
$980,838  worth,  and  in  1915,  $771,267  worth,  and  cotton  manufactures 
formed  fully  80  per  cent  of  these  cargoes. 

The  great  drop  in  imports  during  the  past  two  years  from  the 
values  m  1913  perhaps  needs  a  word  of  explanation.  During  1913 
the  importers,  anticipating  a  season  of  prosperity  and  influenced  by 
the  long-credit  terms  allowed  by  European  exporters,  laid  in  large 
stocks  of  textiles.  When  the  expected  season  of  prosperity  turned 
out  to  be  one  of  crisis,  with  buying  at  the  lowest  possible  ebb,  Asun- 
cion merchants  found  themselves  with  large  stocl^  of  goods  and  few 
calls  for  them.  The  result  has  been  that  practically  no  textiles  have 
been  imported  for  two  years. 

As  there  are  no  textiles  manufactured  in  Paraguay,  and  as  this 
line  is  one  for  which  there  is  always  a  demand,  there  is  a  shortage 
now  of  practically  all  kinds  of  fabrics.    In  cotton  goods  this  short- 
age is  especially  noticeable. 
Opening  for  American  Fabrics. 

The  countries  which  have  supplied  the  greater  part  of  the  cotton 

foods  imported  into  the  Asuncion  district  in  the  past  were  Great 
Iritain,  Germany,  and  France.  There  is  some  difficulty  in  securing 
certain  lines  of  cotton  ^oods  from  Great  Britain  at  present;  red  and 
black  prints  and  khaki  (for  which  there  is  a  considerable  demand 
here)  can  not  now  be  had  at  all  from  this  source.  Prices  have  risen 
^arply — from  25  per  cent  on  some  goods  to  75  per  cent  on  others — 
the  increase  on  the  whole  line  of  British  cotton  goods  averaging  about 
40  per  cent.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  goods  from  Grermany,  and 
practically  impossible  to  obtain  any  textiles  from  France. 

Asuncion  importers  are  beginning  to  turn  their  attention  to  the 
United  States  as  a  market  for  the  purchase  of  cotton  manufactures. 
If  an  earnest  and  intelligent  effort  is  made  at  this  time  by  American 
exporters,  there  appear  to  be  no  serious  obstacles  in  the  way  of  secur- 
ing a  large  part  of  the  Paraguayan  cotton-goods  trade.  It  must 
always  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  European  exporters  have 
been  supplving  cotton  goods  in  a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the 
importers  for  a  long  while.  To  make  permanent  customers  out  of 
those  Asuncion  dealers  who  now  buy  from  the  United  States  through 
necessity,  it  wiU  be  necessary  for  American  manufacturers  to  cater 
to  local  tastes  and  customs. 
Classes  of  Qoods  in  Demand. 

It  may  be  said  in  general  that  there  is  a  considerable  call  in  the 
Asuncion  district  for  cotton  goods  of  all  kinds,  but  the  greatest  and 
steadiest  demand  is  for  such  staples  as  percales,  unbleached  white 
shirtings,  prints  of  all  kinds,  unfinished  gray  cloth,  ducks,  calicoes, 
ginghams,  oxfords,  drills,  khakis,  and  muslins.    There  is  also  an  im- 

Eortant  trade  in  cotton  cashmeres,  trouserings,  crSpe,  cretonne,  bom- 
azine,  and  mercerized  dress  goods.  The  importers  here  like  to  have 
percales  in  bolts  of  30  yards,  unbleached  white  shirtings  in  bolts  of 
20  yards,  drill  in  bolts  of  30  to  40  yards,  and  muslins  and  other 
fabrics  for  women's  garments  in  bolts  of  40  yards.  Most  white  goods 
are  preferred  in  book  fold. 
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TheM  &3M>aIid  be  »  fair  deoaand  ior  th«  Taxious  classes  of  wash 
smkiacs  lo«  mea  now  so  eistensiTelj  used  in  the  United  States.  Suit. 
iagfi  oi  this  kind  have  not  as  yet  been  introduced  here.  The  cheap 
ami.  medium-priced  grades  would  find  the  uaost  ready  acceptance  in 
Aaiacion.  Wash  clothing  is  woim.  by  all  classes  for  (Jie  greater  pajt 
of  tka  yeajr,  and  by  the  poorer  people  during  the  entire  year.  As  the 
duty  ott  rettdy-oaade  dothing  is  high,  the  material  for  clothing  is 
iaaported  and  made  up  here. 

There  is  a  large  deaaand  for  cotton  blankets  here,  especially  in 
dteap  grades.  These  blankets  are  used  by  the  poorer  people  as  oc*h 
b«d  corering  and  wearing  apparel.  As  most  of  these  blankets  sold 
here  are  of  the  cheapest  possible  material^  mftuy  of  them  being  made 
from  cotton  waste,  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  new  blankets,  the 
wearing  qualities  not  beis^  their  strcmg  point.  The  favorite  ^bzes 
are  from  125  by  175  centimeters  (49  by  GO  inches)  to  140  by  200 
c^itimeters  (55  by  79  inches). 

tmuUag  Ibz»acb  Xzffovt  Cwniaiwtwi  Kmuws. 

As  regards  methods  el  introdueiag  cottoa  goods^  F^saguay  is  a 
laarket  for  export  commissi<»  houses  and  manufacturers'  agents 
rather  than  for  the  atanufaeturers.  In  the  first  place,  an  importer 
iMve  can  buy  from  as  exp<Nrt  commdssioQ  hoyse  his  whole  line  of 
cotton  goods.  There  is  th«a  but  one  order  to  make  out,  one  pay- 
BM«t  to  arrange  for,  asd  one  shipment  toi  attend  to.  Whea  buying 
from  the  manufacturer  who  specializea  in  a  single  article^  the  im- 
ptwter  is  otdiged  to  place  a  great  Bumber  of  SBftaU  orders  and  attend 
to  a  great  number  of  shipments.  Fttrtheir,  the  expense  is  i«cre«0ed> 
to  a  coBsiderable  extent.  Imp<»rters  here  also  have  an  idea  that  in 
erderinff  a  large  supply  of  goods  throt^h  an  expert  commission 
koase  they  will  receive  better  terms  than  in  ordering  s«aali  lots 
from  manufacturers. 

AsaoBg  other  reaseos  that  iiBeliike  hniMMrt^rs  here  to  favor  buying 
tlifroa|>h  export  conuutission  hetues  rather  than  direct  frem  laaBU- 
jhetiirers  is  the  general  rehtetance  oi  manufacturers  to  allow  credit, 
while  export  commissioit  heuses  in  mmay  cases  give  cre(^  or  at  least 
do  not  ^mand  cash  with  order.  Most  of  the  large  intporting  firms 
here  are  also  exporters,  their  trade  in  a  measure  being  a  barter  of 
CMnmodities.  Expert  ccwornksioB  houses  are  prepared  to  dispose  of 
the  efHnmoditi^  exported  by  merchants  here  and  arrange  settl^aoent 
fer  goods  imported.  While  cotton  goods  constitutethe  principal 
line  of  many  of  the  Asuncion  import  bouses,  all  engage  in  general 
iaqporting,  and  they  purchase  their  stocks  of  other  conrnuMlities 
tkrough  the  export  commissioB  houses  that  handle  their  cotton-goods 
erders. 

lAlaradnctonr  MetlMtAi. 

There  are  three  general  methods  of  getting  in  touch  with  the 
cotton-goods  importers  of  this  district:  through  traveling  salesmen 
sent  from  the  United  States,  tlirough  local  representatives,  and 
Uttough  c<^respo&dence.  The  best  way  to  obtain  and  then  hold  the 
Paraguayan  trade  in  cotton  goods  would  be  by  a  combination  of 
th«  first  two  methods — that  is,  introduction  of  the  goods  by  a  trav- 
^Oke  salesman  who  would  appoint  a  local  representative  here. 

If  a  travrfing  salesman  is  sent  to  this  district  there  should  be  a 
clear  understanding  between  the  salesman  and  his  principal  as  to 
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the  extent  of  the  salesman's  authority.  This  is  mentioned  here  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  a  salesman  representing  American  cotton- 
goods  houses  recently  visited  this  market  and  succeeded  in  booking 
orders  for  a  considerable  amoimt  of  goods.  In  several  cases  he 
allowed  terms  of  30  to  60  days  to  large  and  reliable  firms.  These 
firms  have  since  received  notice  from  this  salesman's  principals  that 
they  are  unwilling  to  comply  with  the  terms  allowed  by  their  rep- 
resentative and  request  cash  in  advance.  Incidents  like  this  cause 
very  unfavorable  criticisnj  of  American  business  methods. 

Great  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  choice  of  a  local  agent,  as 
the  selection  of  the  wrong  man  -will  be  harmful  to  his  principal 
and  to  American  business  in  general.  Cases  have  come  to  the  atten- 
tion of  this  consulate  of  agencies  offered  to  persons  here  where  no 
investigation  of  their  standing  or  ability  had  been  made. 
The  Need  for  Samples. 

In  regard  to  the  introduction  of  cotton  goods  through  correspond- 
ence direct  with  Asuncion  importing  firms,  one  fact  should  be  borne 
in  mind — ^it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  send  samples  of  the  goods 
whose  sale  is  desired.  The  importers  here  buy  European  goods, 
with  which  they  are  familiar,  only  from  sample.  It  is  therefore 
more  essential  to  supply  them  with  samples  of  American  goods, 
with  which  they  are  wholly  unacquainted.  Local  merchants  are 
also  unfamiliar,  in  most  cases,  with  the  trade  names  used  to  desig- 
nate cotton  fabrics  in  the  United  States.  A  letter  giving  a  list  of 
names  of  fabrics  with  prices  thereof,  unaccompanied  by  samples, 
would  only  bewilder  its  recipient. 

Samples  for  importers  here  should  have  attached  a  card  or 
"  sticker "  giving  the  following  information :  Number,  for  reference 
to  accompanying  letter  or  price  list;  width  (in  terms  of  the  metric 
system,  or  the  metric  equivalents  of  American  measurements  should 
hie  given) ;  length  (should  also  be  given  in  metric  terms  or  the  metric 
equivalents  should  be  stated) ;  weight  (in  kilos  of  2.2046  pounds) 
per  piece;  price;  minimum  number  of  pieces  which  will  be  sold;  and 
weight  in  grams  per  square  meter.  This  last  is  very  important  to 
the  importer  here,  as  the  rate  of  import  duty  varies  with  the  weight 
per  square  meter.  (Gram=0.03527  avoirdupois  ounce;  square 
meter=1.196  square  yards.)  The  rate  of  import  duty  on  some 
goods  weighing  less  than  a  certain  number  of  grams  per  square 
meter  is  nearly  double  that  on  the  same  kind  of  goods  weighing  more 
than  the  specified  number  of  grams  per  square  meter. 

In  the  case  of  pattern  goods  it  is  the  custom  of  European  export- 
ing houses  to  send  one  sample  full  width  of  each  fabric,  with  smaller 
samples  attached  showing  the  different  designs  of  the  fabric.  When 
an  importer  here  buys  goods  of  a  certain  design  from  an  exporting 
house  he  expects  that  no  goods  of  that  design  will  be  sold  By  that 
house  to  other  importers  in  this  market. 
Terms  and  Packing — Case  Lots. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  importing  firms  here  received  very 
long  terms  on  cotton  goods  from  European  exporting  houses — rang- 
ing from  60  days  after  arrival  of  goods  to  6  months  after  accept- 
ance of  draft.  Most  of  the  large  importing  firms  bought  on  open 
account.  These  long  credits  have  been  cut  off  entirely  or  greatly 
restricted.    While  importers  do  not  regard  the  terms  of  "  caai  with 
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order"  favorably,  "cash  agaioENi  shipping  documents  on  arrival  of 
goods "  will  be  acceptable  to  most  of  the  strong  importing  firms  in 
this  district. 

In  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  to  the  contrary,  it  is  not 
advisable  to  pack  cases  of  cotton  goods  for  shipment  to  Asuncion 
to  weigh  more  than  600  pounds.  Transshipment  in  Buenos  Aires 
or  Montevideo  is  necessary,  and  the  facilities  for  unloading  heavy 
cases  are  inadequate  at  Paraguayan  ports.  Besides,  the  importer 
often  wishes  to  deliver  an  entire  case  of  goods  to  a  customer  in  the 
raral  districts,  and  the  transportation  facilities  of  the  rural  districts 
an  not  equal  to  handling  cases  heavier  than  400  or  500  pounds. 

(^  reason  given  by  importers  in  this  district  against  buying 
American  cotton  goods  is  the  custom  of  American  exporters  of  offer- 
ing assortments  of  case  lots  only.  The  importers  here  prefer  to 
m^e  up  their  own  assortments^  many  of  the  goods  which  must  be 
taken  in  the  case  lots  offered  by  exporting  firms  being  unsalable  in 
this  market. 

(A  Hst  of  Asuncion  Importers  of  cotton  goods  and  of  manufacturers*  repre- 
sentatives In  that  city  may  be  had,  upon  request,  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Ita  district  ofiSces.    Itefer  to  file  No.  77463.] 


AMEXICAir  C098U1AK  omCIBS  OK  UIATE  07  ABSEKCS. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
c(»nmercial  or^nizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
ia  urg«at  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam*. 


'VM<,0«a(S»N 

H»le,l'.D 

Ibstaaon,  William  W 

B«kar,  E.  Carlton 

Monagban,  J.  C 

JvrM,MmT 

KMn«r,  OnlMUit  H . . . 

Ooadiar,  Jamn  H 

Hftteltine,  Boas 

Laing,  James  Oliver. .. 
Uoufd,  Walter  A.... 
OtlMnM,  Jobs  Ban... 


Kobe-Jraan 

Huddersfleld,  Englasd 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Klnistea,  Jamaica 

Cbetoo,  China 

Eiftirt,  Germany 

Niagara  Fidb,  Canada. 
Fort  Antonio,  Jamaica. 
KaiacU,  India.. 
Caloatbo,  Caykai, 
HaTie,  Fiance.. 


Expini- 
tionot 

Tenue. 

Aug. 

Sept. 
Sept. 

19 
5 

1 

Aug. 

30 

Sept 

> 

Get.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  3© 
0«*.   14 
Oct.  21 

Addreis. 


Departmeat  of  State,  WaAii^tett,  D.  C. 
Lunenburg,  VL 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Apartment    Mo.    75,    Tlw    Bruasivicic, 

WasblngtOB,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

yomw.  N.  J. 
Galena,  lU. 

Departmeat  «t  State,  Washtagton,  D.  c. 
27  Sooth  Hawk  Street,  Albaor,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  washinftoo,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Ctab,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Essex,  Iowa, 
Department  of  State,  WashlngtoB,  D.  C. 


FOBTO  mCO  TO  HAVE  NEW  FASSENGEB  SEBYICE. 

[Commercial  Acent  Rarwood  Hall,  Son  Juan,  Aug.  2.1 

Beginning  with  August  10  the  Brazilian  Steans^p  Line  (Lloyd 
Bfa^«iro)  annouitces  a  passenger  service  between  han  Juan  and 
Para,  Pernambnco,  Bahia,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  Santos.  There  will 
b«  two  sailings  each  month,  on  the  10th  and  25th.  For  the  present 
no  arrangement  has  been  made  for  accepting  maiL 

Four  steamers  of  this  line  plying  between  Brazil  and  New  York 
baTe  beeft  st(^>ping  at  San  Juan  for  coal  and  supplies  for  several 
months.  The  sounibound  passenger  service,  however,  is  just  an- 
HiOHBced. 
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POEEIGBT  TRADE  OPPOETTTNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  its  dlvtrlct  ofltces.  Beqaest 
for  encb  opportunity  should  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  state  opportaalty  nvatker. 
The  Bureau  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standins 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Sporting  goodt.  No.  22090. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  writes  that 
the  physical  culture  instructor  of  a  Government  institution  in  that  country 
wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  lists,  etc.,  of  athletic  and  sporting 
goods,  such  as  baseballs,  footballs,  gloves,  clothes,  tennis  racliets,  light 
gymnasium  equipment,  etc.  It  is  desired  to  transact  business  on  a  "  cosh 
with  order  "  basis. 

General  repreientation.  No.  22091. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Venezuela- 
reports  the  organization  of  a  firm  of  manufacturers'  agents  in  his  district 
for  the  purpose  of  Importing  American  manufactured  goods.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  in  English. 

rtre«  and  rims.  No.  22092. — A  manufacturer  of  athletic  goods  and  traveler's 
supplies  In  Spain  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  desirous 
of  importing  tires  for  bicycles  and  wooden  finished  rims.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  Spanish.    Reference  is  given. 

Catingt,  No.  22093. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Gommoroe 
in  France  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  an  abattoir  in  Switzerland 
who  desires  to  purchase  fresh  and  dried  Intestines  of  beef,  sheep,  and  hogs. 

Clothino,  glatstcare,  hardtoare,  etc.,  No.  22094. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
Canada  reports  that  an  exporting  and  importing  firm  in  his  district  wishes 
to  secure  selling  agencies  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
clothing,  silver-plated  and  glass  ware,  canes,  umbrellas,  cordage,  hardware, 
etc.    References. 

Fiber,  copper  thread,  etc..  No.  22095. — ^A  firm  of  manufacturers  of  electric  medi- 
cal apparatus  advises  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  wishes  to  import 
electric  measuring  apparatus,  sheets  and  bars  of  fiber,  copper  thread  cov- 
ered with  silk.  X-ray  accessories,  etc.   Correspondence  in  Spanish. 

Buttons,  thread,  etc.,  No.  22096. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Argentina 
writes  that  an  Importing  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  buttons,  bucldes,  sewing  thread,  etc.  Correspond- 
ence in  English.    Reference. 

Stoves,  No.  22097. — A  business  man  In  Canada  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  wishes  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  coal-oil  stoves. 

Tacuum  cleaners.  No.  22098. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  forwards 
the  name  and  address  of  a  business  woman  In  his  district  who  would  like  to 
purchase  vacuum  cleaners.    Reference. 

Machinery,  No.  22099. — A  man  In  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular  <MScer 
that  he  is  interested  in  obtaining  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  machinery  for 
quarrying  granite  and  cutting  stone  into  blocks  for  paving  streets. 

Dpestuffs,  hair  oils,  etc..  No.  22100. — ^A  firm  In  East  Africa  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  wishes  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  on  dyestuffs,  con- 
fectionery, hair  oils,  scissors,  and  velvet  cloth.  The  cheai>er  grades  are  de- 
sired.   Correspondence  in  English. 

Lubricants,  packing  materials,  etc..  No.  22101. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Spain  reports  that  an  Importer  and  exporter  in  his  district  wishes  to  im- 
port lubricants,  packing  materials,  etc.  Correspondence  in  English. 
References. 

Ornamental  fencing.  No.  22102. — ^A  business  man  In  Canada  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  correspond  witli  manufacturers  of 
ornamental  fencing  and  gates. 

Grains,  cereals,  cotton,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  22103. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Europe  reports  that  a  neutral  Government  desires  to  make  con- 
nections with  American  firms  with  a  view  to  getting  quotations  on  grains, 
cereals,  fiour,  meat,  lard,  oils  for  foods  and  industries,  alcohol,  dried  fruit, 
wool,  cotton,  linseed  cake,  metals,  and  chemicals.  Prices  should  inglnde 
agent's  commissions  and  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  port  of  entry.  Quantity  available 
for  Immediate  shipment  should  be  stated,  also  shipping  space  obtainable  and 
charter  prices.  Metric  system  should  be  used.  Correspondence  sliould  be 
in  French  or  German. 
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nrCBEASED  DITTT  ON  AUTOKOBILES  DT  CETLON. 

[Cablegram  from  the  Afnerlcan  vice  consul,  Colombo,  Aug.  10.1 

The  duty  on  automobiles  (excluding  trucks)  imported  into  Ceylon 
has  been  increased  to  33J  per  cent  ad  valorem,  the  increase  being 
effective  August  2. 

[The  former  rate  on  automobiles  imported  into  Ceylon  was  &J 
per  cent  ad  valorem.] 

FBEHCH  KESTBICTION  OF  TOBACCO  EXFOBTS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consulate  general,  Paris,  Aug.  0.1 

A  decree  of  August  7  published  to-day  prohibits  the  exportation 
of  tobacco.  A  subsequent  order  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  dated 
August  7,  modifies  the  decree  by  allowing  exportation  to  England, 
British  dominions  and  protectorates,  Belgium,  Japan,  Russia,  and 
the  United  States,  without  special  authorization. 

UOHTHOUSE  SEBVICE  CHAITOES  DT  OBEaON. 

Improvement  of  aids  to  navigation  at  or  near  the  entrance  to 
Coquille  River,  Oreg.,  is  planned  by  the  United  States  Lighthouse 
Service.  The  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1,  1916,  appropriated 
$6,000  for  this  work. 

Maritime  interests  have  petitioned  for  the  removal  of  the  present 
station  to  a  more  advantageous  locality,  as  it  is  now  of  no  great  benefit 
to  commerce,  and  the  fog  signal  would  serve  its  purpose  better  if  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  south  jetty.  More- 
over, the  station  is  on  ai  point  of  land  which  is  being  encroached  upon 
by  the  Coquille  River. 

The  work  contemplated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  appro- 

Eriation  consists  of  establishing  an  occulting  electric  light  and  a  fog 
ell  operated  by  an  electric  motor.  This  will  require  the  erection 
of  a  tower,  fog-signal  building,  and  keeper's  dwelling  and  the  in- 
stallation of  the  necessary  illuminating  and  fog-signal  building, 
electric  wiring,  with  poles,  etc.  These  improvements  will  effect  an 
economy  in  maintenance,  as  only  one  keeper  will  be  required  instead 
of  the  present  number  of  two. 
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CANADA'S  HESCHASDISE  ZBASS  OKOWZHG  BAFIDLT. 

(Conaol  Oeaenl  lAa  G.  Faster,  OttB««,  Aaf.  B.1 


The  total  merchandise  trade  of  Cuiada  for  the  year  ended 
30, 1916,  amounted  to  $1,469,241,986,  an  increase  of  more  than  68  per 
cent  over  the  preceding  year.  The  imports  inaeutd  nearly  40  par 
cent,  but  the  domestic  exports  were  more  than  95  per  cent  m  exoefls 
of  the  domestic  exports  of  the  piecedis^  12  months. 

The  merchandise  entered  for  consaaiption  amounted  to  $595,828,534. 
The  domestic  merchandise  exported  was  $878,418,4^  Coin  and 
bullion  imported  amounted  to  $34^8,309,  and  eoia  and  buUioa  ex- 
ported to  $80,287,037.  Hie  foreign  merchandise  expoied  amoasled 
to  $96,101,389.  The  grand  total  of  Canadian  trade  was  $L,679,«S9,721. 

The  dutiable  goo£  exported  wece  valued  at  $337^^044.  Goads 
imported  free  of  duty  amounted  to  $2584^^490.  Hie  amoimt  of 
customs  duty  ooUectea  during  the  year  was  $118,9©6,847,  or  neatly 
$40,000,000  mcrease  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  followiDg  is  a  classincatioB  of  dom^tic  mercnaBdiae  exported 
during  the  years  ended  June  30, 1915  and  1916 : 
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[Canadian  trade  %ures  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  were 
published  in  Comhebce  Reports  for  May  4,  1016.] 


PnrEARLS  EZPOSTS  7S.0M  SABASA. 

[Conral  Henry  M.  Woloott.  drtallcd  Ad  vico  contiul,  UsfaaDa,  Coba,  Aug.  4.] 

The  total  exports  of  pineapples  from  tliis  port  to  the  United 
States  during  the  shipping  season,  wliich  is  at  its  height  in  the 
months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  were  89:i.505  crates,  the  declared 
value  being  at  the  rate  of  $1  a  crate. 

The  exports  for  1915  were  1,674,449  crates,  tJie  decrease  "in  the 
present  year  being  attriinited  to  tlie  extreme  drought  of  the  winter 
months  and  the  inerensed  cane  p^bntings  on  lands  formerly  devoted 
to  pineapples. 

While  the  declared  value  of  the  pineapple  fw  export  to  tiie  United 
States  is  placed  at  the  uniform  figure  of  $1  a  crate  for  the  esrtire 
season,  the  actual  averaj^  value  in  this  market  is  estimated  nt  about 
$1.60  a  crate,  which  would  make  the  total  recMi'ed  by  ihe  ejqwiters 
for  the  crop  of  1916  approximately  $1,500,000.  As  ihsn  is  «  large 
local  consumption  of  this  fruit,  it  is  probable  that  the  total  value 
of  the  crop  produced  in  western  Cuba  was  in  excess  of  '^,000,000. 

Now  that  the  pineapple  powers  is  Ciiba  are  cosning  to  realiase 
the  importance  of  coaf>eratK»i  in  the  raaticetuig  of  th«r  prodtut, 
and  of  more  modem  metbodb  of  culture,  inchidii^  pi'^P^  sartiliza- 
tion,  the  financial  returns  are  much  better  than  herrtofore.  It  has 
been  proven  that  proper  fertilizaticm  has  the  greatest  influence  on 
the  flavor  of  the  fruit  and  its  shipping  qualities,  and  tnder  favogMe 
conilitiuiis  it  has  been  demonstrated  Ant  as  fine  a  quality  of  fruit 
may  he  jiiow  n  in  Cuba  as  is  produced  anywhere  in  the  worM. 
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AIMOSD  AKD  SAISIN  CBOF  FBOSPECTS  DT  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Percival  GMsett,  Ualaga,  July  15.] 
AlnoBdt. 

Beports  recently  received  from  the  chief  almond-producing  dis- 
tricts of  the  south  of  Spain  state  that  the  Jordan  crop  will  be  much 
smaller  this  year  than  was  expected.  Adverse  weather  conditions 
in  March  and  April  practically  destroyed  the  yield  in  some  exposed 
sections;  a  short  output  is  noted  in  most  places. 

Abundant  Crop  of  Yaleneias  Asinred. 

No  damage  was  done  to  Valencias,  and  an  abundant  crop  of  this 
sort  is  assured  in  all  southern  districts.  In  some  places  in  northern 
Spain  the  estimate  is  for  a  yield  a  little  less  than  last  year. 

Prices  have  not  yet  been  spoken  of,  and  probably  several  weeks 
will  pass  before  quotations  are  made  for  new -crop  goods  of  either 
variety.  Jordans  remain  and  probably  will  continue  on  a  level  of 
high  values  throughout  the  coming  season,  as  the  diminished  pro- 
duction, in  connection  with  the  practical  certainty  of  heavy  Ameri- 
can and  British  consumption,  will  hold  up  the  market.  In  the  face 
of  Italy's  abundant  crop  and  the  large  Spanish  yield  it  is  expected 
that  Valencias  may  be  cheaper  than  last  year.  Exports  of  almonds 
from  Malaga  have,  as  is  usual  from  March  to  June,  diminished 
from  month  to  month,  and  this  market  is  now  practically  bare  of 
old-crop  goods. 
Larger  Kuscatel  Kaitin  Crop  Expected. 

At  this  writing  (July  15)  prospects  are  that  the  new  crop  of  mus- 
catel raisins  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  the  production  of  1915, 
which  was  estimated  at  1,000,000  boxes.  Practically  all  of  last 
year's  crop  has  been  shipped,  and  there  is  very  little,  if  any,  old 
stock  to  be  carried  over  into  the  new  season.  Stocks  in  London, 
however,  are  much  larger  than  for  many  years  past  and  will  un- 
doubtedly have  some  adverse  effect  on  this  year's  sales  to  that  market. 

Prices  for  new-crop  muscatels  have  not  yet  been  made,  but  it 
seems  to  be  generally  believed  that  they  will  be  about  the  same  as 
those  of  previous  years.  Packing  boxes  and  dressing  materials 
(fancy  papers  and  ribbon)  have  greatly  advanced  in  value,  but 
notwithstandii^  this,  exporters  will  hardly  ask  higher  figures  for 
their  goods.  Exports  to  certain  European  countries  may  be  cur- 
tailed on  account  of  the  blockade,  and  shipping  facilities  are  so 
irregular  and  uncertain  that  most  shippers  here  will  probably  take 
the  opportunity  to  sell  whenever  possible  at  reasonable  prices  rather 
than  attempt  to  uphold  prices  in  expectation  of  a  rising  market. 

NEW  BUDGET  IN  VENEZUELA. 

The  Venezuelan  budget  for  the  year  beginning  July  1, 1916,  has  been 
passed  by  the  Congress,  and  appears  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial  for  July 
1.  The  total  estimated  expenditures  of  44,180,000  bolivars  ($8,526*- 
740)  are  fully  covered  by  the  estimated  revenues.  The  chief  source 
of  revenue  is  the  tariff  on  imports,  esti^lated  at  $2,026,500  for  the 
coming  year.  The  next  largest  revenue  items  are  profits  from  the 
salt  mcHiopoly,  and  taxes  on  cigarettes  and  liquors.  The  sum  of 
$1,600,000  is  assigned  to  the  payment  of  interest  and  amortization  on 
the  six  national  debts.  The  appropriations  for  public  works  cover 
only  the  amounts  required  for  salaries  and  maintenance. 
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JAFAF8  MAKEET  FOB  mPOKTg  &SOWS  mnTAYOlABLE. 

I  Extract  from  Japan  Cbronlele,  forwarded  by  CodroI  General  George  H.  Bddmoie,  Xoko- 

bama,  July  7.] 

The  market  for  imports  has  been  increasingly  unfavorable  lately. 
This  is  generally  attributed  in  part  to  &e  subsidence  of  the  specula- 
tion fever  that  was  responsible  for  the  recent  abnormal  b)oom,but  there 
seems  to  be  another  cause.  When  the  market  was  unreasonably  high 
it  was  impossible  to  get  sufficient  imports  owing  to  the  pressure  on 
freight  space,  scarcely  a  tithe  of  the  quantity  ordered  being  imported. 
Japanese  importers  therefore  sent  orders  abroad  for  quantities  far 
greater  than  were  actually  wanted.  It  was  not  long,  however,  heion 
the  pressure  on  shipping  was  relaxed  and  conditions  became  favorable 
for  European  and  American  exporters  to  make  shipments  to  Japan. 
The  result  has  been  a  great  influx  of  imports  into  the  country. 

To  cite  an  instance,  stocks  of  pulp,  of  which  there  was  such  a  deurth 
some  time  ago,  now  amount  to  as  such  as  8,000  tons  in  Osaka,  Kobe, 
Tokyo,  and  Yokohama.  In  addition,  imports  are  arriving  to  the 
quantity  of  about  3,000  tons  a  month.  As  the  price  has  fallen,  the 
loss  to  miporters  must  be  very  considerable. 

Of  more  serious  consequence  is  the  fact  that  as  importers  ordered 
larger  quantities  than  were  actually  necessary,  which  are  now  arriv- 
ing, they  are  compelled  in  not  a  few  cases  to  convert  their  holdings 
into  casli.  This  conversion  naturally  takes  the  form  of  dumping, 
which  has  been  necessary  not  onlj'  with  pulp  but  with  all  other  com- 
modities which  recently  underwent  an  abnormal  boom,  such  as  iron, 
chemicals  and  medicines,  etc. 

[.\rticles  oil  the  pulp  Rltuntion  (n  .lupnn  were  published  in  Commektk  Rctobts 
for  Feb.  9  aud  June  14,  191 C] 


ATTSTBIAN  SHIPS  IN  SHAVGHAI  IB  DEKAVD. 

[Coiixul  (iencral  TbomaH  Sammoiia,  Sbanshal,  China,  Jnly  14.] 

A  number  of  offers  have  been  made  during  the  course  of  the  Euro- 
pean war  for  the  purchase  of  three  Austrian  steamers  that  are  tied 
up  at  Shaiifrhai.  The  chief  difficulty  arising  has  been  that  the  owners 
have  baseil  their  prices  on  war-time  conditions,  whereas  it  has  gen- 
erally been  accepted  that  the  vessels  were  not  to  be  delivered  until 
after  peace  is  declared  and  the  valuation  thereby  reduced. 

The  latest  offer  has  been  made  to  the  China  Mail  Steamship  Co., 
$500,000  gold  being  asked  for  each  diip.  This  company  has  but  out 
steamer,  the  China,  formerly  of  the  Pacific  Mail,  and  every  effort  is 
being  made  to  secure  additional  tonnage.  On  the  last  trip  of  the 
China  to  this  port  Capt.  T.  D.  Dobson  and  Mr.  G.  J.  Petrocelli,  the 
local  agent  of  the  line,  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  Austrian 
Lloyd  steamers  and  reported  favorably  in  r^srd  to  the  Bohemia 
to  ^e  San  Francisco  office.  The  local  office  is  now  awaitiiig  further 
instructions,  and,  should  the  owners  of  the  Bohemia  be  inclined  to 
consider  a  reasonable  price,  negotiaticms  will  no  doubt  be  entered 
into  for  the  purchase  of  the  boat. 

As  this  ship  and  the  two  other  interned  steitmers  are  part  of  the 
Austrian  naval  reserve,  the  consent  of  the  Oovemment  would  have 
to  be  obtained  before  the  sale  could  be  made. 
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LilTm-AMEBICAN  TEASE  IN  COTTONSEED  OH. 

COSTA  RICA. 

[Consvl  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  June  22.] 

The  quantity  of  cottonseed  oil  consumed  per  annum  in  the  Port 
Limon  district  gives  the  best  proof  that  there  is  no  strong  prejudice 
against  its  use.  To  the  contrary,  the  working  people,  both  white 
and  black,  composing  over  90  per  cent  of  the  population,  use  no  other 
table  or  cooking  oil.  The  other  10  per  cent,  composed  of  natives  and 
white  foreigners,  use  it  for  cooking,  but  use  olive  oil  for  the  table. 
In  fact,  it  might  be  safely  stated  that  every  house  in  this  district 
uses  cottonseed  oil  for  some  purpose. 

The  seven  principal  importers  of  cottonseed  oil  in  the  district  re- 
ceive about  37,200  gallons  per  annum. 

The  duty  on  refined  cottonseed  oil  is  $0,042  per  pound,  and  on 
crude  cottonseed  oil  $0,006  per  pound. 

[A  list  of  the  importers  referred  to  al)ove  can  be  obtained  at  tlie  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices.  Uefer 
to  file  No.  78252.] 

(Consul  Samael  T.  Lee,  San  Jose,  June  20.1 

American  cottonseed  oil  has  been  well  and  favorably  known  in 
this  market  for  years,  and  is  used  extensively  as  an  article  of  food. 
It  is  sold  under  its  correct  name  and  is  used  mostly  for  cooking.  A 
considerable  amount  is  used  for  floating- wick  lamps  by  the  churches 
and  the  poorer  people. 

There  are  no  oflScial  statistics  covering  amounts  imported,  for  the 
reason  tliat  until  now  the  statistical  office  has  combined  entries  of 
this  article  with  industrial  oils.  However,  a  leading  importer  esti- 
mates the  consumption  to  be  60,000  gallons  per  year  for  the  entire 
country,  which  has  some  400,000  inhabitants.  Many  native  families 
never  use  lard  for  cooking  and  prefer  cottonseed  oil  for  this  purpose. 

[A  list  of  importers  of  cottonseed  oil  in  the  San  Jose  consular  district  can  l>e 
obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and 
cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78054.] 

CITBA. 
[Consul  R.  M.  Bartleman,  denfugos,  Jane  21.] 

The  following  information  has  been  secured  from  local  importers 
regarding  the  market  for  cottonseed  oil  in  the  Cienfuegos  district: 

Olive  oil  is  preferred  to  cottonseed  oil  even  at  a  slight  increase  of 
cost.  It  can  hardly  be  claimed  there  is  a  prejudice  against  the  latter, 
rather  a  preference  for  the  former,  and  while  it  may  be  fostered  by 
its  long  and  accustomed  use,  there  seems  to  be  a  settled  belief  in  its 
superiority.  However,  it  is  an  understood  fact  among  the  trade 
that  when  the  price  of  cottonseed  oil  is  well  below  that  of  olive  oil 
the  two  are  mixed  and  sold  as  olive.  At  present  prices  are  about 
equal,  notwithstanding  the  preferential  duty  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  writer  is  informed  there  is  little  importation  of  the 
cottonseed  oil  for  that  reason. 

Imports  for  the  calander  year  1915  were:  Cottonseed  oil,  2,150 
cases;  olive  oil,  8,133  cases. 

[A  list  of  Importers  of  oils  in  Cienfuegos  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices.  Refer 
to  file  No.  77868.] 
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STTKSinr  IQB  TflAimAW  OQASTWm  SATISAXmH. 

[Commercial  Attacb«  WiUiaak  C.  Dowas,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jnly  6.] 

According  to  the  new  c<mtnu^  between  the  Federal  Government 
oi  Brazil  and  the  State  of  Bahia,  approved  by  the  Preeldent  of  the 
Braublic  ou  May  31,  1916,  an  annual  subsidy  of  270,000  paper 
miu'eis  (about  $61,500  United  States  gold)  is  granted  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  coastwise  steamer  services  Irom  the  port  of  Bahia.  This 
subsidy  is  divided  as  follows: 

(1)  For  two  round  voyagges  per  month  between  Bahia  and  Per- 
narabttco,  with  stops  at  Estaoeia,  Aracaju,  Villa  Nova,  Poaedo,  and 
Maceio,  131,588  milreis  ($32,89T)  for  22,224  miles. 

(2)  For  one  round  voyage  j>er  month  between  Bahia  and  Bel- 
monte,  stopping  at  Marahu,  Kio  das  Contas,  Ilheos,  and  Canna- 
vieiras,  31,832  milreis  ($7,958)  for  5,376  miles. 

(3)  For  two  round  voyages  per  month  between  Bahia  and  Mucury, 
stopping  at  Ilheos,  Cannavieiras,  Porto  Seguro,  and  other  small 
ports,  10G,.')«0  milreis  ($26,645)  for  18,000  miles. 

This  service  will  be  maintained  by  seven  steamers.  Frei|dit  and 
passenger  rates  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

C0]?G£SaiOB&  FOB  FAPEB  FACTOSIES  IH  SALYAOOK. 

[Vice  Cauul  hpat  W.  VBukHs,  San  Satrador.  July  IS.] 
Concessions  have  recently  been  granted  in  Salvador  for  the  estab- 
lif^ment  of  a  paper  faetory  by  Joan  Bonilla,  Jose  Tmnas  Miron, 
Weoeei^o  Alarcia,  Caiios  Qu^l,  and  Alfredo  .A^uilar,  and  iot  a 
paper  and  novelty  factory  by  Job&  March  Seuss.  The  second  conces- 
sioB  is  for  the  manufacture  not  Mtly  of  paper  but  of  papw  goods, 
cardboard,  boxes,  toys,  waterproof  and  fireproof  tiles,  oesides  hcnm 
and  rubber  wares,  sn<^  as  etHitbs,  buttons,  and  various  articles  of 
imitation  ivory  and  tortoise  shdJ. 

Each  factory  is  to  use  (mly  native  raw  materials  fcH-  the  manufac- 
ture of  its  products.  The  concession  in  each  case  is  for  a  term  of 
15  years,  and  the  privileges  granted  can  not  be  transferred  to  oti^ers 
without  the  approval  of  the  Gov»nment.  A  reduction  of  25  per  cent 
from  regular  market  prices  must  be  made  on  all  Government  orders 
for  the  products  manufactured  under  these  concessions.  The  facto- 
ries mast  be  e^ablished  within  one  year  from  July  3,  1916,  or  the 
cimcessions  will  be  forfeited. 


EBOZEB-KEAT  EXPOBTS  OF  BBAZH. 

[Conmmctal  AttacM  WIBtaK  C.  Downs.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  18.] 

Thti  volume  of  exports  of  frozen  meat  from  Brazil  continues  to 
^ow  a  large  increase,  the  total  quantity  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1916  bemg  27,259,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  2,100,000  pounds 
in  Jannar\'-June,  1915,  nnd  18,730,700  poimds  for  the  entire  calendar 
year. 

Of  this  total  of  27,259,000  pounds  there  were  shipped  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  about  9,000,000  pounds  and  from  Santos  about  18,200,000 
poonds,  the  destinations  being:  United  States,  5,100,000  pounds; 
France,  5,400,000  pounds:  Great  Britain,  6,500,000  pounds;  and 
Italy,  10,200,000  pounds. 
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TSADE  IN  FAPEB  AND  FAFEB  QOODS. 

7KEHCH  HfrSO-CHINA. 

[Consul  lAwrence  P.  Brlggs,  Saigon,  Mar.  30.] 

Paper  and  paper  goods  constitute  one  of  the  leading  imports  of 
French  Indo-China.  Besides  books  and  printed  matter,  playing 
cards,  fans,  and  similar  articles,  the  paper  in  use  here  may  be  con- 
sidered as  of  four  kinds:  (1)  Paper  used  in  religious  worship;  (2) 
paper  used  in  Chinese  and  native  commerce;  (3)  paper  used  in  Euro- 
pean commerce;  and  (4)  printing  and  correspondence  paper. 

A  large  quantity  of  colored  paper  is  burned  by  natives  and  Chi- 
nese at  the  altars  of  their  ancestors  and  in  forms  of  religious  wor- 
ship. This  paper  comes  mainly  from  China,  and  there  is  little  chance 
for  European  or  American  competition.  There  has  been  a  gradual 
decline  in  imports  of  this  class. 

Chinese  and  native  commercial  paper  is  the  most  important  item 
in  the  list  of  these  imports.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  much  of  it 
is  correspondence  paper  and  how  much  is  coarse  wrapping  paper  of 
the  kind  used  by  the  Chinese  and  natives.  It  comes  from  China  and 
there  is  little  chance  for  American  competition. 

Village  Devoted  to  Paper  Xakinff. 

In  some  parts  of  Indo-China  the  natives  employ  various  fibers 
in  the  attempt  to  supply  their  own  paper.  The  Village  du  Papier, 
a  suburb  of  Hanoi,  owes  its  name  to  the  fact  that  most  of  its  2,000 
or  3,000  inhabitants  make  paper  from  the  bark  of  a  small  "  paper- 
tree,"  a  species  of  mulberry,  found  on  the  Black  River  in  upper 
Tonkin.  This  bark  is  soaked  in  lime  made  from  the  limestone  of  the 
village,  heated  by  crude  furnaces  fashioned  by  hand  under  natural 
limestone  vats,  pounded  by  pestle  into  a  fine  mash,  then  dissolved  in 
•water  until  a  thin  paste  is  reached.  This  paste  is  dipped  by  bamboo- 
screen  sieves,  about  12  by  24  inches  in  dimensions,  until  a  slight 
film  covers  the  screen.  This  film  is  spread  on  top  of  others  and  each 
is  taken  separately  or  several  together  and  spread  with  a  brush  on 
cement  radiators  to  dry.  A  single  sheet  of  paper  is  almost  as  thin  as 
tissue ;  but  the  desired  thickness  may  be  obtained  by  spreading  sev- 
eral films  on  the  radiator  and  drying  them  together,  or  by  pasting 
the  requisite  number  of  sheets  together,  after  drying. 

Prices  of  Wrapping;  Paper  and  Cardboard  Rising. 

The  paper  used  in  European  commerce,  in  addition  to  correspond- 
ence and  printing  paper,  includes  packing  and  wrapping  paper, 
cartons,  and  all  kinds  of  cardboard.  Paper  of  this  group  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  obtain,  and  the  price  is  rapidly  rising.  Ordinary  cardboard 
for  binding  and  white  cardboard  for  printing  have  doubled,  while 
colored  cardboard  for  printing  has  tripled  in  price  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war.  The  present  wholesale  prices  of  thcfce  three  grades 
of  paper  are  about  35  francs  ($6.75),  100  francs  ($19.30).  and  200 
francs  ($38.60),  respectively,  per  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds).  The 
new  paper  mill  at  Dap  Cau,  in  Tonkin,  is  doing  its  best  to  supply  the 
demand  for  cardboard  as  well  as  for  all  kinds  of  wrapping  paper. 
This  mill,  established  late  in  1914,  has  been  making  paper  at  the  rate 
of  about  100  tons  per  month.     It  manufactures  several  grades  of 
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cardboard  and  coarse  paper  out  of  rice  and  other  straws,  mulberry 
bark,  mulberry  branches,  bamboo,  rags,  and  combinations  of  two  or 
more  of  these  materials.  The  plant  makes  a  somewhat  brittle,  but 
serviceable,  light  cardboard,  and  is  attempting  to  meet  the  demand 
for  heavy  cardboard  by  pasting  together  at  the  mill  several  Ebeete  of 
li|^t  cardboard  or  heavy  paper.  Txke  cheapness  of  native  hand  labor 
makes  it  possible  to  supply  this  cardboard  for  40  francs  per  100 
kilos.  (A  franc  is  worth  nominally  19.8  cents;  a  kilogram  is  2^ 
pounds.) 

Produces  Low  ftud  Xedium  Orade  Wrapping  Vapen. 

Tlie  Dap  Cau  mill  makes  several  grades  of  wrapping  paper,  which 
it  sells  locally  at  prices  varying  from  30  to  60  francs  per  100  kilos. 
During  the  early  days  of  the  war  the  price  of  caustic  soda  threat- 
ened to  interfere  with  the  operations  ot  this  mill,  but  a  cheap  sub- 
stitute was  found  in  native  quicklime.  The  products  are  low  and 
medium  grade  wrapping  papers. 

The  mill  at  Vietri,  in  Tonkin,  which  for  several  years  had  been 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  a  good  grade  of  paper  pulp  out  of 
bamboo,  closed  late  in  1914,  partly  bemuse  of  the  high  price  of 
caustic  soda.  There  are  reports  that  this  mill  is  to  be  purchased, 
refitted  with  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  paper,  and  put  in 
operation  soon.  The  capital  of  tiie  Vietri  mill  is  partly  English,  and 
it  is  fitted  with  English  machinery. 

The  leading  Chinese  merchants  are  beginning  to  import  baled 
American  newspapers  for  use  as  wrapping  paper.  So  far  these  ship- 
ments have  come  from  Hongkong  and  Singapore,  but  Chinese  im- 
porters wish  to  receive  quotations  direct  from  An^rica. 

Better  Orades  Impcrted  from  Fraaoe. 

European  correspondence  paper  and  envelopes,  writing  tablets, 
printing  paper,  carbon  paper,  blotting  paper,  and  other  paper  of  the 
better  grades  have  been  imported  from  France.  Since  Uie  outbresic 
of  the  war  these  classes  of  paper  have  been  very  difficult  to  obtain. 
The  attempt  of  Japan  to  supply  this  trade  has  not  been  at  all  satis- 
factory, and  most  of  the  paper  of  this  class  is  still  obtained  from 
France,  though  at  a  greatly  increased  price.  Correspondence  paper, 
envelopes,  and  carbon  paper  have  risen  at  least  50  per  cent,  while 
printing  paper  which  before  the  war  was  purchased  at  wholesale  at 
40,  55,  and  75  francs  per  100  kilos,  now  costs  95,  110  and  160  francs, 
respectively.  There  is  almost  a  famine  here  in  paper  of  the  bdter 
grades. 

Local  dealers  desire  to  receive  quotations  from  American  exporters 
of  these  classes  of  paper,  especially  colored  printing  paper,  card- 
board, correspondence  paper  in  boxes  and  tablets,  and  envdopes. 
French  envelopes  are  generally  larger  than  Uiose  of  American  manu- 
facture. They  are  nearly  square  and  always  double.  The  thin  inner 
envelope  is  almost  invariably  colored,  and  the  outer  one  is  often 
slightly  colored  or  checkered.  The  ordinary  American  style  of  en- 
velopes could  not  be  sold  in  this  market. 

Typewriter  Paper  of  Amerloan  Xanufaotnre. 

Typewriting  paper,  although  imported  from  France,  is  principally 
of  American  manufacture.    The  price  has  more  than  doubled.    The 
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iMding  importers  quote  their  wholesale  purchase  rates  at  70  to  90 
francs  per  100  kilos  in  July,  1914,  and  170  to  190  francs  in  Mardi, 
1916. 

The  chief  users  of  high-^ade  paper  are  the  printers  and  the 
Government.  The  largest  printing  company,  which  handles  most  of 
the  Government  publications,  maintains  at  Hanoi  one  of  the  largest 
printing  presses  in  the  Far  East.  The  plant  employs  about  300  native 
workmen  and  has  installed  the  most  modern  machinery,  so  far  as  it  is 
adapted  to  the  native  labor  of  Tonkin.  This  company  maintains,  in 
ooonection  with  its  plant  at  Hanoi,  the  largest  retail  book  and  sta- 
tioBtfy  store  in  Frendi  Indo-China.  It  has  also  a  similar  bat  smaller 
establishment  at  HaiplMo^. 

The  newspapers,  LXDpimon  and  Le  Ck»urrier  Saigonnais  of  Saig<ni ; 
Lb  Courrier  d'Haiphong,  and  L'Avenir  du  Tonkin,  Hanoi,  some- 
times buy  of  local  dealers  and  sometimes  import  for  themselves. 
Cfetef  Obftaeles  t*  Aawrioaa  Trade. 

The  Government  purchases  by  sealed  bids  at  public  auction  from 
time  to  time.  The  chief  obstacles  to  American  trade  in  paper  are 
the  usual  ones  of  price,  due  to  high  freight  rates ;  high  rates  of  ex- 
change, due  to  lack  of  direct  commerce;  ^lay,  due  to  insufficient  ton- 
nage and  lack  of  direct  transportation;  unfamiliarity  with  the 
market;  unsatisfactory  terms,  especially  in  matters  of  shipment  and 
credit;  and  import  duties. 

In  the  matter  of  import  duties,  America  is  handicapped,  in  com- 
petition witii  such  nations  as  Great  Britain  and  Japan,  by  the  fact 
that  these  nations  are  entitled  to  the  minimum  tariff,  while  paper 
from  the  United  States  is  subject  to  intermediate  rates,  which  are 
higher  than  the  minimum,  although  not  so  high  as  the  general  rates. 

[Lists  of  the  leading  Chinese  merchants  In  Prencli  Indo-Chlna,  of  printers, 
stationers,  and  book  dealers,  and  otlier  importers  of  paper  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CJommerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  75068.] 

BUM. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Haj  4.] 

Balk  of  Imports  froa  United  Kiaffdoai  and  China. 

There  are  no  paper  or  pulp  mills  in  Siam  and  the  quantity  of 
paper  produced  by  hand  is  insignificant.  The  total  value  of  Siam's 
imports  of  paper  and  manufactures,  bod^,  etc.,  for  the  fiscal  year 
mded  Mardi  31,  1915,  was  $836,228,  against  $424,396  for  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  bulk  of  these  imports  came  from  the  United  King- 
dom and  China.  Hue  share  of  the  United  States  was  $3,942  worui 
for  1914  and  $2,633  for  1915. 

Roughly  estimated,  about  150  tons  of  news-print  paper,  medium 
fini^,  weighing  about  50  pounds  to  the  ream,  is  used  yearly  by  the 
Bangkok  newspapers,  which  in  ix  ral  are  issued  as  22  by  32  inch 
aingfe  or  double  sheets.  The  newspaper  printing  presses  require 
that  the  paper  should  be  packed  in  flat  bales.  Daily  newspapers 
issued  in  Ban^c^  are  the  Bangkok  Times,  the  Siam  Observer,  the 
Ban^ok  Dally  Mail,  the  Chino-Siamese  Daily  News,  and  the  Nang- 
sue  Phim  Thai. 

It  is  estimated  that  only  about  350  tons  of  book  paper  is  needed 
yearlj-,  as  book  printing  i.s  practically  confined  to  sclioolbooks  and 
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a  few  of  the  cheaper  classes  .of  magazines.  Writing  and  typewriting 
paper  of  the  usual  size  may  be  required  yearly  to  the  amount  oi 
about  400  tons.  Wrapping,  tissue,  and  cardboard  papers  are  re- 
quired in  moderate  quantities,  principally  because  the  local  industries 
are  undeveloped. 

rCAXT. 

(Consul  Jobn  H.  Groat,  MUan,  May  0.] 
Good  Xarkct  if  Beqnirements  are  Xet 

Provided  American  manufactureres  can  meet  the  requirements, 
there  ought  to  be  a  good  market  in  Italy,  and  especially  in  the  Milan 
consular  district,  for  American  cellulose,  ruled  and  unruled  paper, 
manufactured  stationery,  card  and  box  stock,  and  certain  grades  of 
wrapping  paper.  There  has  been  a  rapid  and  continual  decrease  in 
paper  stocks  of  all  classes,  and  as  war  conditions  continue,  this  state 
of  affairs  is  not  being  relieved  by  imports.  It  is  stated  that  the  pres- 
ent stocks  on  hand  are  only  one-third  of  the  normal  supply.  Prices 
have  been  increased  several  times,  and  now  range  from  60  to  75  per 
cent  above  those  of  peace  times.  The  demand  for  stationery  of  the 
highest  quality  is  comparatively  small.  Medium  grades  are  sold  ex- 
tensively. Although  the  paper-making  industry  is  well  developed  in 
Italy,  only  inferior  grades  are  produced,  because  these  can  be  manu- 
factured so  cheaply  that  competition  is  almost  out  of  the  question. 
Among  manufacturers  here  there  is  a  demand  for  cellulose,  most 
of  which  before  the  war  came  from  Sweden.  Lack  of  this  material 
is  seriously  interfering  with  production.  Most  of  the  medium  grades 
of  stationery,  card  and  box  stock,  and  wrapping  paper,  before  the 
war  came  from  Germany  and  Austria. 

Imports  of  Various  Classes  for  Three  Tears. 

Imports  of  unruled  paper  for  three  years  up  to  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  in  quintals  of  220  pounds  each,  and  their  values  were :  Year 
1913,  total  of  35,615  quintals  valued  at  $481,158;  1914,  36,806  quin- 
tals, $518,559;  1915,  13,571  quintals,  $191,201.  These  figures  include 
wrapping  paper,  but  statistics  of  imports  of  card  and  box  stock  are 
not  avaiuiDle.  Imports  of  ruled  paper,  principally  stationery,  dur- 
ing 1913  were  463  quintals,  valued  at  $5,184;  in  1914,  340  quintals, 
valued  at  $6,768,  and  in  1915,  217  quintals,  valued  at  $4,352. 

A  prominent  dealer  in  Milan  states  that  American  dealers  make 
it  hard  for  Italian  business  men  to  deal  with  them.  The  American 
house  demands  payment  with  order.  The  German,  French,  and  often 
the  English  seller,  will  give  credit,  while  German  sellers  before  the 
war  frequently  gave  six  months,  a  discount  of  3  per  cent  being  al- 
lowed on  payments  made  30  days  after  receipt  or  the  goods.  The 
Italian  dealer  has  to  find  the  market  and  distribute  the  goods,  besides 
attending  to  collections. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  there  is  likely  to  be  a  great  demand  for 
paper  stocks  of  all  kinds,  including  cellulose,  and  unless  we  are 
willing  to  compete  with  Germany,  Austria-Hungary,  and  other 
countries  in  the  matter  of  terms,  they  are  likely  to  regain  their  old 
trade.  This  is  a  market  worth  studying  and  should  be  investigated 
by  personal  representatives  on  the  spot.    One  dealer  here  believes 
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ii  might  be  p<»sible  to  introduce  American  high-grade  stationery 
here. 

[A  list  of  firms  in  the  Milan  consular  district  Interested  In  manufacturing  or 
dgallng  In  poper  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Oommerco  or  its  district  <^ce8.    Refer  to  file  No.  T6S40.] 

DTFTCH  WEST  HTSIES. 
(Vice  Coosul  C.  S.  Oorslra,  Curacao,  Juoc  11.] 
War  CoacUtloni  Hare  Affected  Importt. 

The  war  has  affected  Curasao's  imports  of  paper  bags.  Gradually 
the  facilities  for  obtaining  them  have  been  curtailed.  Formerly  all 
groceries  and  some  drug  stores  imported  paper  bags  from  Germany. 
Holland  has  been  sending  a  good  substitute,  and  the  prices  quoted  m 
Holland  vary  little  from  those  previously  prevailing  in  (Jermany. 

The  material  that  was  used  in  Germany  for  bags  is  descried  as . 
fine  yellow  paper,  very  strong.    Samples  of  German  and  Dutch  bags 
accompany  this  report.    The  principal  sizes  used  here  are  marked 
on  these  exhibits.    Liarger  and  intermediate  sizes  are  also  used. 

The  prices  quoted  per  tJiousand  for  German  bags  by  the  lot  of 
10,000,  in  marks  of  $0.24,  are:  Size  1, 1.50  marks;  size  2, 1.70  marks; 
size  3,  1.80  marks;  size  i,  1.95  marks;  size  5,  2.25  marks;  size  6,  2.50 
marks;  size  7,  2.90  marks;  size  8,  3.10  marks;  size  9,  4  marks;  size  11, 
5J25  marks  I  size  12,  6.29  marks. 

A  sheet  mdicating  these  sizes  accompanies  tliis  report  [and  with 
the  exhibits  already  mentioned  may  be  inspected  at  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices,  by  referring  to 
jfile  No.  77718].  Orders  for  less  than  10,000  bags  are  quoted  aboiit 
7  per  cent  higher  if  for  5,000  bags  or  more,  and  about  12  per  cent 
higher  if  for  less  than  5,000  bags. 

Names  are  usually  printed  on  bags,  as  in  the  case  of  the  samples 
that  are  forwarded.  The  printing  charges  for  a  thousand  bags  are : 
Sizes  1  to  4,  1.50  marks;  sizes  5  to  8,  1.70  marks;  sizes  9  to  10,  2 
marks;  size  11,  2.30  marks;  size  12,  2.60  marks.  Charges  on  larger 
bags  are  in  proportion. 

If  printing  is  done  on  a  large  scale,  the  charges  are  reduced  b 
33.3  per  cent  on  3,000  bags  or  more,  40  per  cent  on  5,000  or  more,  ani 
50  per  cent  on  10,000  or  more. 

The  import  duty  paid  here  on  paper  bags  is  3  per  cent  of  the 
value  at  port  of  shipment;  the  same  duty  applies  to  bags  from  all 
countries,  as  there  is  no  conventional  or  preferential  tariff  on  any 
kind  of  goods. 

In  groceries  and  retail  shops  bags  of  larger  sizes  are  used.  They 
are  of  American  manufacture. 

[A  llBt  of  firms  at  Curacao  which  might  be  interested  in  imports  of  paper 
iiags  may  be  obtained  £rom  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77718.] 

CVBA. 

(Consul  H.  U.  Wolcott,  Habana,  June  10.] 

Aaerieaa  ttaadard  Stock  Siset  sad  Weights  TTted. 

Book  papers  commonly  used  in  Cuba  are  the  American  standard 
stock  sizes  and  weights.    Those  in  most  general  use  are :  Size  25  by 
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36,  weight  40  pounds:  size  28  by  42,  weight  50  pounds;  size  25  by  38, 
weight  CO  pounds;  size  32  by  44,  weight  70  pounds.  The  units  of 
measure  are  the  same  as  in  the  United  States. 

Paper  pulp  and  books  and  similar  printed  matter  are  dutiable  on 
the  gross  weight,  including  coverings  and  receptacles.  Other  paper 
of  all  kinds  is  dutiable  on  the  gross  weight,  less  an  allowance  of  10 
per  cent  for  tare  when  packed  m  cases,  and  3  per  cent  when  packed 
in  other  receptacles  or  in  bales.  Packing  should,  therefore,  be  as 
light  as  possiole  consistent  with  safety  in  carriage.  All  special  in- 
structions given  by  the  customer  should  be  closely  followed,  even 
though  there  may  not  be  an  apparent  reason  therefor. 

The  paper  trade  in  Cuba  is  well  established.  Stationers  and  printers 
buy,  in  some  instances,  direct  from  foreign  mills,  but  more  generally 
from  branches  of  large  foreign  houses  and  manufacturers'  agencies 
in  Habana. 
Some  Schoolbooks  from  Europe  and  United  States. 

Many  of  the  schoolbooks  used  in  the  lower-^ade  schools  of  Cuba 
are  prmted  locally.  Books  for  use  in  the  higher  grades  and  the 
University  of  Habana  are  imported  from  the  United  States  and 
Europe.  About  70  daily  and  weekly  publications  are  issued  in  the 
city  of  Habana,  17  of  which  are  dailies,  including  1  in  the  Chinese 
language. 

Electrotypes  used  here  are  generally  imported  from  the  United 
States,  but  there  are  a  few  local  photo-engraving  plants.  In  general, 
the  attitude  of  Cuba  inclines  toward  the  American  graphic  arts. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  various  kinds  of  paper  imported  into 
Cuba  in  1914  were:  Paper  in  sheets,  5,488,283  pounds,  $304,348; 
wrapping  paper,  paper  sacks,  etc.,  3,411,720  pounds,  $105,102;  wall 
paper,  12,194  pounds,  $1,121 ;  other  paper,  17,813,973  pounds,  $872,654; 
blank  books,  306,030  pounds,  $43,974;  headed  paper,  381,171  pounds, 
$106,413;  books  and  other  printed  matter,  $120,813;  lithographs, 
stamps,  maps,  etc.,  $116,278.  The  quantities  and  values  from  the 
United  States  were:  Paper  in  sheets,  4,570,806  pounds,  $241,414; 
wrapping  paper,  paper  sacks,  etc.,  2,855,798  pounds,  $91,309;  wall 
paper,  4,129  pounds,  $462;  other  paper,  7,798,853  pounds,  $408,779; 
blank  books,  202,646  pounds,  $27,840;  headed  paper,  267,650  pounds, 
$77,656 ;  books  and  other  printed  matter,  $36,691 ;  lithographs,  stamps, 
maps,  etc.,  $12,162. 

SITEFLUS-PBOFITS  TAX  DT  BITSSIA. 

A  Russian  imperial  decree,  dated  May  13/26,  imposes  for  1916  and 
1917  a  temporary  tax  upon  tne  surplus  profits  of  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial undertakings  and  personal  industrial  emoluments.  The  tax 
on  surplus  profits,  which  amounts  to  more  than  8  per  cent  of  the 
authorized  capital  in  respect  of  undertaldngs  which  are  subject  to 
publication  or  accounts,  and  for  those  subject  to  the  supplementary 
industrial  tax,  is  a  progressive  one,  ranging,  according  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  Journal,  from  20  per  cent  on  profits  between  8  and  9  per 
cent,  to  40  per  cent  on  profits  exceeding  20  per  cent.  Other  under- 
takings, personal  indu.strial  avocations,  and  emoluments  of  company 
directors,  etc.,  will  be  taxed  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent  on  all  increase 
that  exceeds  500  rubles  ($257.50  at  normal  exchange). 
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BIITAIirS  FIB8T  OOTSRNlIEFr  MODEL  TAVSBIT. 

[Consul  Ansostna  B.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Jul;  17.] 

The  Central  Control  (Idquor  Traffic)  Board  has  opened  at  Car- 
lisle the  first  Government  model  refreshment  room.  It  is  called  the 
jSretna  Tavern  and  Coffee  House  and  is  located  in  the  building  for- 
merly uaed  as  the  Carlisle  post  office.  Lord  D'Abemon  stated  at  the 
opening  that  the  board's  object  was  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
taverns  and  the  replacing  oi  small  and  unsuitable  premises  where  a 
lar^  trade  in  liquor  was  done,  necessarily  without  adequate  super- 
visum,  by  more  commodious  premises  where  refreshment  might  be 
obtained  amid  healtiiful  surroundings.  The  managers  of  the  board's 
taverns  will  be  given  a  commission  on  the  sales  of  food  and  nonal- 
coholic drinks  but  not  on  alcohol.  Beer,  but  no  spirits,  will  be  sold  at 
the  Gretna. 

According  to  the  Daily  Chronicle^  the  Government  has  decided  to 
purchase  all  the  breweries  and  pubhc  houses — the  latter  some  300  in 
number — ^in  the  city  of  Carlisle  and  its  immediate  neighborhood- 
Carlisle  is  an  important  railway  center  100  miles'  from  Glasgow  or 
Edinburgh,  60  miles  ^by  rail)  from  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  105  miles 
from  Bradford.  Its  mdustnes  include  engineering  works,  iron  foun- 
dries, textile,  printing,  and  biscuit  factories,  etc.  Its  cattle  mar- 
kets are  also  important. 


PSOPOSED  MTJinCIPAI  LOAN  FOS  SPANISH  CITT. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  Serille,  Spain,  June  8.1 

It  is  reported  that  the  city  of  Cordoba  is  projecting  the  is.<?uance 
oi  a  municipal  loan  for  certain  contemplated  improvements.  The 
first  proposals  covered  only  a  small,  unimportant  loan,  but  it  is  now- 
suggested  tliat  the  amount  of  the  loan  be  increased  to  10,000,000 
pe^tas  (at  the  present  exchange  about  $1,900,000),  to  be  floated  at 
an  interest  of  5  per  cent. 

With  the  present  tightness  of  money  in  Spain  there  seems  to  be 
scHne  doubt  whether  this  is  an  auspicious  time  to  float  the  loan  and 
undertake  the  proposed  public  works.  If  floated,  the  loan  is  to  be 
used  for  the  municipalization  of  the  public  services,  1,800,000  pesetas 
to  be  devoted  to  the  acquiring  of  the  gas-lighting  system,  1,892,750 
pesetas  for  the  electric  lighting  installation,  424,125  pesetas  for  im- 
provements in  the  water  system  and  a  further  2,697,000  pesetas  for 
enlarging  the  water  ^stem,  2,610,500  for  the  drainage  and  sewage 
system,  9ii5,000  for  a  tramway  to  the  Cordoba  necropoRs,  and  150,000 
pesetas  for  school  buildings. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BITKEAU  OF  FOBEXGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 

MSTRKT  omen.  COOPERATITK  OFFICBS. 
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FBOPOSALS  FOS  QOVERNMElTr  STJFFIIES  ASH  COHSTBTJCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  (nd  spectflcatlons  can  usiullj 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  wnore  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  tbtj 
■bould  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  sacb  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
fature  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Brass  tubes  and  ferrules,  No.  3483. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompkinsville,  N.  Y.,  until  August  21,  1916,  for  fur- 
nishing 700  seamless  drawn  brass  condenser  tubes  and  1,400  brass  ferrules 
for  the  tubes.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named 
office. 

Construction  work,  etc..  No.  3484. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  United  States  C!oast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey 
Avenue  SE.,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  14,  1916,  for  erecting  steel 
smokestack,  coal  bunker,  and  removal  of  old  heating  equipment.  Specifica- 
tions and  full  details  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Superintendent, 
United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 

Wire,  No.  3485. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief  Signnl 
Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  15,  1916,  for  fur- 
nishing outside  distributing  wire  in  accordance  with  specification  557  and 
such  parts  of  specifications  403-A  and  430-H  as  may  apply.  Further  In- 
formation may  be  bad  on  application  to  the  Washington  office. 

Air-compressing  outfits.  No.  3486. — Sealed  proposals  wlU  be  received  by  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  Boston,  Mass.,  for  fornlshlng  and  delivering  two  ahr- 
compresslng  outfits.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  tbe 
Boston  office. 

Dredging,  No.  3487. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Engineer,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  until  September  5,  1916,  for 
dredging  and  rock  removal  at  Miami  Harbor,  Fla.  Further  information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Jacksonville  office. 

Lance-pole  tips  and  nails.  No.  3488. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  18,  1016,  for  furnishing  10,000  lance-pole  tips  and  26,000  nails. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Structural  shop,  No.  3480. — Sealed  proposals.  Indorsed  "Proposals  for  struc- 
tural shop,"  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  De- 
partment, Washington,  D.  O.,  until  September  2,  1916,  for  a  steel-frame 
building  on  wood  piles  and  concrete  foundations,  with  reinforced-concrete 
roof  and  mold-loft  fioor  slabs,  concrete  and  plastered  hollow  terra-cotta  tile 
curtain  walls,  and  approximately  60  per  cent  of  steel  sash  for  wall  areas, 
at  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of 
the  navy  yard  named. 

Motor  Boot,  No.  3490. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  until  August  31,  1916,  for  the  purchase  of  a 
gasoline  motor  boat  of  light  draft,  60  to  80  feet  long.  Further  information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  New  Orleans  ofilce. 

Projectiles,  No.  3491. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C 
until  August  20,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering,  f.  o.  b.  contractor's 
works,  060  6-lnch  A.  P.  shell,  model  of  1911 ;  1,750  12-lnch  A.  P.  shell,  model 
of  1915 ;  and  14,500  12-lnch  D.  P.  shell  (700  pound),  model  of  191L  Spedfl- 
catlons,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Shelving,  No.  3402. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Clerk,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  21,  1916, 
for  furnishing  library  shelving,  steel  or  cast  Iron  type.  Blanks  for  pro- 
posals, with  specifications,  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  CSiief 
Clerk,  Department  of  Commerce. 

Uetal  lath  and  plastering  material.  No.  3493. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Wash- 
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ington,  D.  C,  mtll  Oi^ptfiwbH'  S.  iSlA,  tot  farnMiing  and  dellTering  at  the 
United  States  Penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  metal  lath  and  plastering  material 
te'  fleUbig  of  tlw  west  main  cdl  wing,  in  accordance  with  spedficationB, 
c$f>iea  ot  which  auy  he  had  oo  apjpUcatioo  to  the  Washington  at&ce. 

Dredginff,  No.  84M. — Sealed  pit^xwals  will  be  recelred  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
tpectat,  Boston,  Uam^  tot  dredgtag  ehaim^  and  basin,  Uttle  Woods  Hole 
Haitxtr,  Mass.  Further  iafiKvution  may  be  had  en  appUcathw  to  the 
Boston  office. 

speeduo  m  ujuka's  telegbafh  sebvice. 

[Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  Shanghai,  July  11.] 

Great  improveateot  has  recently  been  made  in  the  service  of  the 
Chinese  Telegraph  Adininistnti<Hi.  New  territory  has  been  reached 
and  new  offices  opened  in  fields  already  covered.  In  order  to  insure 
q>eed  in  the  tranfimiflsioa  of  t^egrams  the  Wheatstone  automatic 
system  has  been  adopted  oo.  all  trunk  lines.  In  order  further  to 
accelerate  the  trananiagion  of  telegrams,  three  years  ago  the  Ad- 
ministration began  the  installation  of  the  aottMnatic  duplex  system 
on  its  more  important  lines,  the  first  installation  being  made  on  the 
Pddng-Tientsin  line.  In  May  and  June  this  system  was  put  into 
ose  between  Peking  and  Hankow  and  Hankow  and  Shan^mii. 

The  average  woreing  speed  attained  on  the  85-mile  Peking-Tient- 
sin line  is  110  words  a  minute,  while  70  words  a  minute  is  the  average 
^eed  attained  on  the  750-uiile  Peking-Hankow  line  and  the  720-miie 
Hankow-Shanghai  line.  Taking  ii^  oMisideration  tibie  interrup- 
tions caused  by  climatic  conditions  and  the  great  length  of  some 
lines,  the  speed  of  transmission  compares  favorably  with  that  of 
^Fopean  and  American  lines  uncter  similar  conditions. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Administration  gradually  to  extend  the 
duplex  system,  and  no  doubt  in  the  near  future  it  will  have  been 
established  on  all  important  trunk  lines  in  China,  thereby  doubling 
the  capacity  and  reducing  tlie  delays  to  which  the  traffic  would 
otherwise  be  subject. 


AMESICAV  COMSUIAS  OFFICESS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSESCE. 

The  followipg  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  cccfer  with  busings  men  and 
commercial  organizations  i-elative  to  conditi<»is  in  their  respective 
|uri8diction&  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
la  argent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Exi^ln- 

tioool 


Address 


Wi^OMioN 

~  "  ,F.D 

pWAHsmW 

r.Z.Cvitaa 

,J.C 

,Mmr 

JDBiper,  OnlMfli  S . . . 

Qoodler,  James  H 

BatelUne,  Ross 

Laing,  James  Oliver. . . 
liMMiird,  Walter  A.... 


KoM,  Japan 

HnMenAeU,  Kngkad 
Dartm,  Natal,  Soalfc 

AirJca. 
MagMaki,  Japaa 

SiaptoB,  ianate . . . 

Ohefoo,  China 

Ertart,  Ocmaaf 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada 
Vort  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Cey  ton 

Ba«>t,  ranes 


Aug.  IS 
Sept.  i 
Stpt.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.      I 

Sept.  H 
Sept.  1 
Oct.  1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 

Oet.  21 


DepartmeDt  of  State,  WadUngtca,  D.  C. 
Luneaborc,  Vt. 
OarraHUn,  Ey. 

Apartment   Ke.    7S,    ftot    Bnuuwiclc, 

WaikJaftan,  D.  C. 
AvemM  A  and  Fonrtaeath  Street,  Ba- 

jaaaa,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,  Wadiingtoa,  D.  C. 

Do. 
27  South  Ilavic  Street.  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Wasbtniton,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  KansasCity,  Uo. 
Essex,  Iowa. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
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FOBEIQN  TBADE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

Beserved  addresses  ma;  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnreitii  and  its  dlatrlct  otBees.  Beqnest 
for  encb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportanlty  Bnmb«r. 
The  Barman  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Textiles,  No.  22104. — The  Commercial  Attache  of  the  Department  ol  Commerce 
in  France  reports  that  a  firm  In  that  country  wishes  to  buy  calico,  shirtings, 
dress  goods,  mosquito  netting,  table  linen,  etc. 

Septic  tanks,  No.  22105. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  writes  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  septic 
tanks. 

Haberdashery,  etc..  No.  22106. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  one  of  its  commer- 
cial agents  in  Japan  of  a  possible  market  for  the  sale  of  toilet  articles, 
haberdashery,  shoes,  and  clothing  of  all  kinds. 

Cotton  goods,  machinery,  etc..  No.  22107. — ^A  business  man  from  Argentina  is 
now  in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  forming  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cotton  goods ;  drills ;  khaki ; 
thread ;  machinery  for  spinning  cotton  and  wool ;  metal  and  bone  buttons 
for  military  and  civilian  clothing ;  and  general  supplies  for  firemen.  Cash 
will  be  paid  In  New  York  City.    References. 

Rings,  No.  22108. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports  that  a  com- 
pany in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  price  lists  and  full  Information  from 
American  manufacturers  of  small  metal  rings  suitable  for  furnace  draft 
chains. 

Machhiery,  No.  22109. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  man  in 
Cuba  who  desires  to  receive  descriptive  catalogues  and  full  Information 
relative  to  machinery  for  extracting  and  preparing  castor  oil.  He  also 
wishes  literature,  information,  etc.,  relative  to  the  cultivation  of  the  castor- 
oil  plant. 

Brass,  No.  22110. — A  merchant  in  Spain  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  Impwrt  wholesale  quantities  of  annealed  brass  In  sheets 
for  the  manufacture  of  electric-lamp  sockets.  Correspondence  in  English. 
References. 

Razors,  soaps,  etc..  No.  22111. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  France  writes  that  a  firm  in  Egypt  wants  to  buy  razors,  per- 
fumed soaps,  pocketbooks,  velvets,  etc. 

Enamclware,  No.  22112. — .\n  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  writes  that 
a  company  in  his  district  wishes  to  correspond  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  old  English  enamelware. 

ilachitwry,  No.  22113. — A  manufacturing  corporation  In  the  United  States  writes 
that  one  of  Its  Brazilian  representatives  desires  to  secure  Information  rela- 
tive to  machinery  for  making  small  blocks  of  coke  either  round  or  square, 
to  be  used  in  stoves  or  ranges.  Information  is  also  desired  relative  to 
processes  for  making  the  blocks. 

Presses  and  boilers.  No.  22114. — ^A  hardware  company  In  Canada  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  would  like  to  correspond  with  manufac- 
turers of  cheese  presses  and  boilers. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  22115. — A  young  Ecuadorian,  who  is  a  graduate  of  one  of 
the  leading  engineering  schools  of  America,  and  who  has  had  extensive  ex- 
perience In  construction  work  and  development  enterprises  In  South 
America,  Is  now  in  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  forming  connections 
with  large  engineering  and  construction  companies  which  may  be  inter- 
ested in  some  of  the  proposed  development  projects  In  Ecuador.  He  also 
wishes  to  meet  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  supplies  of  ma- 
chinery, etc.,  for  constructing  and  equipping  railways,  waterworks,  electric 
tramway  and  lighting  plants,  hydroelectric  plants;  tools  and  construction 
materials  for  drainage  systems,  street  paving,  public  and  private  buildings, 
etc.    References. 
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SPANISH  BOND  ISSUES. 

[Consul  Qeneral  Carl  Bailer  Hurst,  Barcelona,  July  10.] 

On  February  24,  1916,  the  Spanish  treasury  was  authorized  by 
royal  order  to  issue  bonds  until  July  1  to  the  amount  of  $18,000,000 
at  an  annual  rate  of  interest  of  3  per  cent.  The  time  of  subscription 
was  extended  until  October,  ana  now  by  a  royal  order,  published 
July  9,  the  issue  has  been  increased  by  $27,000,000.  The  new  bonds 
are  to  be  sold  at  par  and  under  the  same  conditions  and  guaranties 
as  those  already  taken  up. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  July  11.1 
Kadrid's  Kew  Bondi  Orersnbscrlbed. 

Madrid's  new  bond  issue  of  8,650,000  pesetas  (about  $1,750,000) 
was  orersubscribed  yesterday,  the  offers  amounting  to  39,958,500 
pesetas  (nearly  $8,000,000).  The  bonds  bear  interest  at  4.75  per 
cent,  but,  as  they  were  offered  at  88,  they  will  net  5.40  per  cent.    The 

Eroceeds  will  be  used  for  completing  the  abattoir,  cemetery,  and  mar- 
ets.    The  loan  is  municipal  and  not  national. 


IIOHT  AND  FOG-SIGNAL  STAHON  FOB  PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  sundry  civil  act,  approved  July  1,  1916,  appropriated  $80,000 
for  establishing  a  light  and  fog-signal  station  at  Point  Vincente,  Cal. 
Point  Vincente  is  the  most  prominent  point  on  the  California  coast 
between  Point  Loma  and  Point  Conception,  a  distance  of  220  nautical 
miles.  There  is  at  present  an  unlighted  gap  of  32  nautical  miles  on 
the  usual  course  of  coasting  vessel,  between  Point  Huneneme  and 
Point  Fermin  light  stations,  which  will  be  broken  up  by  the  proposed 
station.  This  light  will  serve  the  increased  traffic  d\ie  to  the  opening 
of  the  Panama  Canal. 

The  work  contemplated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  appro- 
priation consists  of  the  erection  of  a  tower,  including  the  acquisition 
of  a  site  and  providing  a  water  supply,  the  installation  of  illuminat- 
ing and  fog-signal  apparatus  (the  latter  in  a  separate  building), 
the  construction  of  dwellings  for  three  keepers,  and  the  construction 
of  outbuildings,  fences,  oil  storage,  piping,  and  necessary  accessories. 

Instructions  have  been  given  by  the  United  States  Lighthouse 
Service  that  the  work  be  proceeded  with  as  promptly  as  possible. 
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GBAIUTE  INBUSTSY  OF  HOBWAY. 

[i'onsul  Oencral  E.  Haldeman  Uennlson,  Cbrlstlanla,  Norway,  July  17.] 

Although  granite  has  been  used  in  Norway  for  many  centuries, 
it  is  only  within  the  last  40  years  that  the  industry  has  assumed 
important  dimensions  and  a  large  export  trade  been  established. 
The  growth  of  the  export  trade  has  been  steady  and  continuous, 
reaching  in  1913  a  total  of  233,439  tons,  valued  at  $867,516. 

Indirectly,  too,  the  granite  industry  plays  an  important  part  in 
the  economy  of  the  State,  giving,  as  the  export  does,  a  considerable 
profit  to  stupping.  The  importance  to  shipping  wiU  be  seen  when 
it  is  stated  that  in  1913  71,000  tons  were  exportedto  Argentina  alone, 
the  freight  charges  being  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  goods  f.  o.  b. 
steamer  in  Norway. 

Up  to  1904  Great  Britain  had  bewi  the  one  great  foreign  market 
for  Norwegian  granite,  exports  to  this  country  having  increased 
from  69,289  tons  in  1900  to  149,078  tons  in  1904.  From  the  latter 
date  exports  to  Great  Britain  began  to  decrease  rapidly,  until  by 
1913  they  had  declined  to  only  37,301  tons.  During  this  period,  how- 
ever, other  markets  had  been  found  for  Norway's  granite,  especially 
in  Argentina  and  Belgium.  These  two  countries  took  in  1913  a  total 
of  71,215  tons  and  46,171  tons,  respectively. 
Chief  Centers  of  ProdnotloB. 

The  Norwegian  granite  industry  depends  largely  upon  the  export 
trade  for  its  prosperity,  and  for  this  reason  is  confined  chiefly  to  the 
district  near  the  entrance  of  the  Christianiafjord,  between  this  and 
the  Swedish  frontier.  Export  to  a  less  extent  takes  place  also  from 
the  Drammen  district  and  from  Larvik  of  the  so-called  larvikite,  or 
"  labrador."  The  most  important  quarries  are  situated  at  Idd'efiord, 
near  the  Swedish  frontier,  known  as  the  Smaalenene  district,  where 
70  to  80  per  cent  of  Norway's  granite  is  produced.  Hvaler,  the  group 
of  islands  at  the  entrance  of  the  fjord,  form  also  an  important  dis- 
trict, in  which  many  quarries  are  found,  the  largest  being  the  Sand 
quarry  on  Skjaeren. 

The  Norwegian  quarries  are  worked,  on  the  whole,  in  the  same 
manner  as  in  other  countries,  although  modem  improvements  in  the 
way  of  machinery,  transport  rails,  etc.,  are  nc^  so  far  advanced  as 
in  other  places.  Tlie  quarries  are  generally  quite  close  to  tidewater, 
and  the  granite  lies  near  the  surface  and,  in  large  tracts,  entirely 
ex|)osed  and  free  from  foreign  material.  They  are  consequently 
easily  worked  and  require  little  machinery  and  less  handling  than 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Only  such  stone  as  is  eatdly  accessible 
is  worked,  and  it  is  so  near  the  surface  that  deep  cuttings  are  not 
required.  The  quarries  generally  are  small,  and  it  is  therefore  nojt 
convenient  to  employ  much  machinery. 

As  regards  its  quality,  a  series  ox  tests  have  been  made  which 
prove  that  it  is  a  very  solid  material  with  an  extremely  high  re- 
sistance to  pressure,  exceeding  that  for  granites  in  general.  The  in- 
vestigations also  show  that  Norwegian  stone  belongs  to  the  best 
classes  for  quality  and  stands  high  in  its  resistance  to  frost  and 
surface  disintegration. 

The  polishing  branch  of  the  industry  is  still  in  a  rather  primitiTe 
state.    Methods  that  were  discarded  in  the  United  States  many  years 
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ago  are  still  used  here.  None  of  the  excellent  machinery  with  which 
American  granite  is  polished  is  known  in  this  country,  and  until  it 
is  introduced  and  this  part  of  the  industry  brought  up  to  date,  Nor- 
wegian exporters  will  oe  unable  to  compete  with  American  manu- 
facturers in  the  United  States  market. 
Wares  and  Working  Conditions. 

The  working  days  in  the  quarries  during  the  summer  months  con- 
sist of  10  hours,  except  on  Saturd^s,  when  they  are  only  ^  hours, 
making  for  the  week  56|  hours.  During  the  winter  months,  when 
there  are  so  few  hours  of  daylight,  the  hours  of  employment  are 
only  7  per  day,  or  a  total  of  42  for  the  week. 

Quarrymen  and  journeymen  are  paid  on  the  average  13.40  cents 
per  hour  and  granite  cutters  from  16  cents  to  20  cents  per  hour. 
These  rates,  howeverj-are  very  seldom  used,  as  practically  all  work 
is  paid  for  by  the  piece.  Quarrymen  apprentices  are  unknown  in 
Norway,  except  in  cases  where  a  boy  sometimes  helps  his  father 
when  doing  piecework.  Granite  cutters'  and  paving  cutters'  appren- 
tices receive  from  $2.70  to  $4  per  week. 

Paving  cutters  work  entirely  on  the  piecework  system.    It  is  im- 
possible to  state  the  rate  of  earnings  per  hour,  as  there  is  no  super- 
vision of  the  workmen  and  no  account  kept  of  the  time  consumed 
on  each  job. 
Cost  of  Working  Oranite. 

The  cost  of  transportation  from  the  quarry  to  tidewater  depends 
entirely  upon  the  location  of  the  quarry.  In  many  cases  there  is  no 
cost  whatever,  as  the  quarries  are  often  situated  right  on  the  water 
and  a  crane  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  load  the  granite  into  the  boat. 

The  cost  per  cubic  foot  on  rough  granite  as  quarried  is  as  follows : 
Gray  granite,  $0.80;  red  granite,  $0.94;  black  granite,  $1.34.  The 
cost  per  linear  foot  on  dressed  curbstone  is  about  54  cents,  including 
the  nnaterial.  Cost  per  square  foot  of  dressed  granite  surfaces  is  36 
cents  for  dressing  1  superficial  foot  (10  cut).  Paving  blocks  of  an 
average  size  and  finish  cost  48  cents  per  1,000. 
Effect  of  War  on  Industry. 

Steel  used  in  the  manufacture  of  tools  for  quarrying  and  cutting 
has  about  trebled  in  price  since  the  war,  and  now  costs  8J  cents  per 
pound.  The  powder  used  costs  17  cents  per  pound,  which  is  about 
double  the  price  in  normal  times. 

While  most  other  industries  in  Norway  are  enjoying  the  greatest 
prosperity,  the  granite  industry  has  been  severely  hit  by  the  war. 
With  the  increased  cost  of  building  materials  and  labor,  building 
operations  have  practically  ceased,  very  few  building  contracts  are 
being  made  and  therefore  the  demand  for  building  stones  is  small 
compared  with  what  it  was  in  former  years.  The  export  trade  has 
been  greatly  hindered  by  the  high  freights  which  have  prevailed 
since  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  Only  about  10  per  cent  of  the 
workmen  normally  employed  in  this  industry  are  at  present  occupied. 


A  list  of  automobile  agents  in  Bergen,  Norway,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
and  cooperative  offices.    Befer  to  file  78,500. 
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AU8XEALASIAH  WOOL  GLEP  AKD  S&LBa 

[CciBSuI  General  J.  I.  Britteln,  Bjiatj,  New  Seotb  Wales,  Jnlj  11.) 

Statistics  just  published  showing  the  wool  prodaction  and  prices 
realized  for  the  fiscal  year  closing  June  30, 1916,  are  most  encouraging 
to  wool  producers  of  Australia.  The  prices  are  record  ones  for 
Australasia.  Over-sea  shipments  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
f<v  the  years  ldl4-15  and  1915-16  were  as  fallows: 
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There  has  been  a  falling  off  of  over  12,000,000  sheep  in  the  Austral- 
asian flocks  since  the  last  annual  returns  were  published,  the  princi- 
pal sufferers  being  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  and  Qtw^nsland. 
Details  given  in  the  last  official  returns  are: 
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94,388,171 

High  Prices  Received. 

The  gross  proceeds  realized  from  the  sale  of  wool  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  during  the  past  two  seasons  were-:  1915-16,  value,  $145,- 
525,537,  average  per  bale,  $80.50;  1914^15,  value,  $96,077400,  average 
per  bale,  $62.19.  The  average  is  the  highest  yet  realised  in  the 
colonial  market,  the  next  high^  b^g  $69.08,  realized  for  the  1906-7 
clip. 

The  general  opinion  is  that  instead  of  the  Commonwealth  taking 
over  the  wool  clip,  as  has  been  done  by  the  Briti^  GrovemmcBt, 
auction  sales  will  continue  but  be  restricted  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies: 

Howe  ilag  and  Funnel  Marks  Bq^tezed. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  reports  the  registration, 
pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  act  of  May  28, 1908,  of  the  following  de- 
scribed house  flag  and  funnel  marks  of  the  Petroleum  Transport  Co., 
120  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y. :  House  flag — triangular  gnen 
pennant  with  red  circle  inclosing  monogram  F.  T.  in  white  on  a 
blue  field;  funnel  marks — a  red  circle  inclosing  monogram  P.  T. 
in  white  on  a  blue  field.  r^^^^I^ 
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SOUTH  AFRICA'S  SEHAND  FOB  SILK  BIBBOHS. 

[Consul  Edwin  N,  Gunsaulus,  Johannesburg,  June  27.] 

Various  merchants  in  Johannesburg  state  that  there  is  a  large  de- 
mand for  silk  ribbons,  and  that  one  or  two  firms  in  the  Transvaal 
order  sufficiently  large  quantities  to  make  this  market  an  impor- 
tant one  for  a  "firm  endeavoring  to  extend  its  trade  relations  and 
build  up  an  export  business. 

There  are  no  separate  statistics  for  the  imports  of  ribbons,  but 
silks  are  imported  from  the  following  countries,  which  are  given 
in  the  order  of  their  importance:  Japan,  India,  China,  France, 
Switzerland,  and  the  United  Kingdom.  Competition  among  manu- 
facturers of  ribbons  is  very  keen,  and  while  sales  depend  largely 
upon  the  quality  and  design  of  the  silk,  prices  play  no  less  a  part  in 
determining  individual  sales. 

Setail  prices  on  silk  ribbons  imported  from  Great  Britain  seem  to 
be  somewhat  lower  than  those  coming  from  the  United  States.  Sam- 
ples of  varying  degrees  of  fineness  were  contrasted  with  certain 
American  samples,  and  although  the  goods  were  not  exactly  the 
same,  the  prices  of  practically  the  same  grades  were  somewhat  lower 
for  the  British  goods. 

Importations  of  American  goods  into  this  consular  district  are 
made  through  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  East  London,  Durban, 
and  Liourenco  Marques. 

The  customs  tariff  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  provides  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  20  per  cent  upon  silk  and  manufactures  of  silk, 
with  a  rebate  of  3  per  cent  upon  goods  manufactured  in  the  United 
Kingdom  or  reciprocating  British  colonies. 


AHEBICAJT  CLOTH  FOB  JAPANESE  DBAWH  WOBE. 

(Vice  Consul  M.  D.  Klrjassoff,  Yokohama,  July  10.1 

According  to  the  report  of  the  declared  exports  from  Japan  to 
the  United  States  during  the  year  ended  December  31, 1915,  $1,412,- 
976  worth  of  drawn  wonc,  renaissance,  etc.,  made  of  cotton,  was  ex- 
ported from  Yokohama  to  the  United  States.  This  represents  prac- 
tically the  entire  export  of  this  class  of  goods  from  Japan  to  the 
United  States. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  value  of  the  cotton  cloth  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  such  goods  amounts  to  about  40  per  cent  of  the  total  value 
of  the  goods,  or  approximately  $565,000.  Before  the  present  Euro- 
pean war  little,  if  any,  of  the  cotton  cloth  to  be  manufactured  into 
this  kind  of  goods  was  imported  from  the  United  States,  most  of  it 
coming  from  the  United  Kingdom,  on  account  of  the  comparatively 
low  price  in  the  latter  country.  The  war,  by  raising  the  price  of 
cotton  cloth  in  England,  is  forcing  manufacturers  to  purchase  from 
the  United  States,  as  Japanese  cloth,  according  to  dealers  here,  is  of 
inferior  quality. 

[A  discosslon  of  the  Japanese  imports  of  cloth  for  use  In  the  manufacture  of 
drawn  work  appeared  in  "  Cotton  Gootls  in  Japan,"  Special  Agents'  Series  No. 
86,  of  the  publications  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
Copies  of  this  publication  may  be  obtained  at  30  cents  eacli  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from 
the  district  or  cooperative  offices  of  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


566  OOMMBBCK  BEPOBTS. 

OYEIHG  ]EAT£BIAI£  IH  THE  FHZLIPPIHE8  STUDIED. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  concspondent,  Manila,  June  IT.] 

Many  inquiries  have  been  received  regarding  plants  in  the  Philip- 
pine Mands  yielding  products  suitable  for  dyeing  purposes.  In  re- 
sponse to  this  demand  for  information,  a  review  oi  the  subject  has 
been  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Science. 

There  are  sources  of  natural  dyestufifs  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
yet  it  is  doubtful,  the  bureau  states,  if  iiiey  will  attain  much  com- 
mercial prominence.  Probably  more  than  100  species  of  plants  con- 
taining valuable  color  principles  are  found  in  the  Philippines,  and 
many  more  undoubtedly  could  be  readily  cultivated.  In  many  cases 
the  colors  produced  are  inferior  in  quality,  being  either  fugitive  or 
not  clear.  As  the  plants  that  yield  dyeing  materials  grow  wild  and 
often  are  widely  scattered,  the  supply  is  unreliable  and  insufficient. 
Little  has  been  done  toward  developing  the  manufacture  of  local 
coloring  materials,  and  until  there  is  an  intensive  cultivation,  of  the 
necessary  plants,  and  the  capital  necessary  for  the  toterprise  can  be 
secured,  there  is  little  prospect  of  commercial  success. 
Only  Two  Plaatt  Commeroially  Imp«rteBt. 

Only  two  Philippine  dye  plants  are  commercially  important. 
These  are  indigo  and  sappan  or  sibucao.  Others  are  used  locally,  but 
scarcely  enter  into  domestic  commerce,  much  less  into  the  external 
commerce  of  the  archipelago. 

Indigo  {Indigofera  tinctoria  Linn,  and  /.  suffruticosa  Mill.),  lo- 
cally known  as  tajnim,  tayom,  tagum,  pauay,  tayura-tayum,  and 
tagung-tagimg,  has  been  in  the  paS  extensively  cultivated  in  some 
parts  of  the  Philippines,  and  the  prepared  product  entered  exten- 
sively into  the  export  trade.  With  the  development  of  the  coal-tar 
dye  industry  and  the  manufacture  of  artificial  indigo,  however,  the 
cultivation  of  indigo  as  a  commercial  crop  in  the  islands  practically 
cea.sed.  Indigo  is  still  cultivated  on  a  small  scale  in  some  parts  of 
northern  Luzon,  but  only  to  supply  a  limited  local  demand  lor  blue 
coloring  matter.  It  is  possible  that  the  extraction  of  natural  indigo 
might  be  profitable  at  present,  but  the  rehabilitation  of  the  indigo  in- 
dustry would  take  time  and  a  considerable  investment  of  capital  in 
extraction  vats,  with  the  practical  certainty  that  at  the  close  of  the 
war  the  industry  would  suffer  from  the  competition  of  c^l-tar 
products. 
Exported  ia  Coaslderable  Qn«ntiti««  to  Bouthera  China. 

Sappan  or  sibucao  {C<e«alpinia  $appan  Linn.)  is  a  shrub  or  small 
ti-ee,  and  is  widely  distributed  in  the  settled  areas  of  the  Phili{>- 
pines,  at  low  and  medium  altitudes.  It  is  not  systematically  culti- 
vated, yet  in  a  few  districts,  such  as  Guimaras  Island  and  parts  of 
Panay,  it  is  found  in  great  abundance.  In  general,  it  appears  obIj 
as  a  widely  scattered  tree.  It  has  valuable  p^roperties  and  yields  » 
red  dye.  The  wood  is  annually  exported  in  considerable  quantities 
to  southern  China. 

Exports  of  sappan  wood  from  the  Philippines  to  China,  exclusive 
of  Hongkong,  in  1914  amounted  to  1,515,756  pounds,  valued  at 
$6,537,  and  to  Hongkong  amounted  to  621,597  pounds,  valued  at 
$2,857.  During  1913  the  exports  to  China,  exclusive  of  Hongkong, 
amounted  to  1,173,036  pounds,  valued  at  ^,417,  and  to  H<M)gkoDg, 
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1^8^8  pounds,  valued  at  $4,707.    No  sales  to  other  countries  are 
on  record. 

This  wood  yields  about  2  per  cent  of  coloring  material  by  extrac- 
tion with  water.  For  the  export  trade,  the  color  should  be  ex- 
tracted from  the  wood  and  tne  water  evaporated,  thus  reducing 
freight  charges.  A  former  member  of  the  Bureau  of  Science  has 
shown  that  this  wood  contains  brazilin,  the  coloring  matter  found  in 
brazilwood.  Brazilin  is  not  a  fast  dye,  and  an  objection  to  it  is 
that  it  is  very  sensitive  to  acids  and  alkalis. 
Various  Sources  for  Brown  Dyes. 

Brown  dyes  are  obtained  from  numerous  plants,  chiefly  from  the 
shrub  or  small  tree  known  as  bancudo,  or  nino  {Morinda  indica 
Linn.),  certain  of  the  mangrove  trees,  such  as  ceriops  and  bru- 
guiera,  the  bark  of  xylocarpus  (tabigue  or  nigui) ,  and  from  numer- 
ous others  less  important.  Many  of  these  barks  are  useful  in  tanning 
as  well  as  in  dyeing. 

Bancudo  is  the  well-known  al  dye  of  India.  It  requires  the  use 
of  a  mordant,  since  it  does  not  dye  cotton  directly.  Cotton  mor- 
danted with  tannin  is  colored  dark  red  by  bancudo. 

Black  dyes  are  secured  from  Heriiiera  htoralis  Dry.  (dungon  late) , 
a  common  coastal  tree;  and  from  some  species  of  Hibiscus,  Seme- 
carpits,  Terminalia,  and  Diospyros.  The  determining  character  in 
most  cases  is  the  presence  of  tannin  in  large  quantities. 

Yellow  dyes  of  minor  importance  are  secured  from  the  seeds  of 
Bixa  orellana  Linn,  (achuete) ;  from  the  wood  of  NaUclea  (bancal) ; 
from  Carthamus  tinctontis  Linn.,  which  is  occasionally  cultivated 
as  a  dye  plant;  from  the  bark  of  the  common  mango;  from  some 
species  of  Vitex  (molave) ;  and  from  ligtang,  a  woody  vine  having 
yellow  wood  rich  in  berberine. 

Berberine  is  found  in  several  plants  of  the  Philippine  Islands. 
Cloth  dyed  with  it  does  not  show  as  bright  a  yellow  as  that  dyed 
with  turmeric,  but  it  has  the  virtue  of  being  much  faster  to  light 
than  the  latter. 
Cultivation  of  Turmeric  Kay  Become  Important. 

Turmeric  (Curcuma  Tonga  Lam.),  locally  known  as  dilao,  is  an 
herbaceous  plant  of  the  ginger  family.  The  yellow  fleshy  rootstocks 
are  utilized  for  dyeing  yellow,  but  the  color  soon  fades.  The  plant 
does  not  occur  in  sufficient  quantities  in  the  Philippines  to  yield  a 
useful  supply  of  the  rhizomes.  However,  its  cultivation  is  a  simple 
matter,  and  it  can  be  propagated  very  readily.  It  is  extensively 
cultivated  in  parts  of  India,  but  chiefly  for  its  value  as  a  constituent 
part  of  curry  powder.  In  the  Philippines  it  needs  cultivation  and 
exploitation  to  become  of  commercial  importance. 

Peristrophe  tinctoria  Nees,  an  herbaceous  plant  widely  scattered 
in  the  settled  areas  in  the  Yisayan  Islands  and  sometimes  cultivated 
on  a  small  scale,  yields  a  beautiful  red  dye,  which  is  locally  utilized 
in  the  Philippines.  The  parts  used  are  the  tender  shoots  and  young 
leaves.  This  material  can  be  crushed  in  a  mortar  and  the  resulting 
pulp  dried  and  preserved  for  future  use.  It  is  very  doubtful  that 
the  ^lant  can  be  obtained  in  sufficient  quantities  or  that  its  com- 
mercial utilization  is  possible.  It  is  known  as  deora,  taoda,  and 
calaora  in  Mindanao  and  Negros. 
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It  is  declared  evident  that  the  knovm  dye  plants  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  do  not  occur  in  sufficient  quantity  greatly  to  relieve  the 
shortage  in  the  dye  supply.  A  study  of  the  conditions  in  the  United 
States  under  which  the  manufacture  of  synthetic  dyestuffs  has  beea 
attempted,  the  lack  of  available  raw  materials,  the  larse  amount  of 
capital  necessary  to  start  the  industry,  and  the  assured  competition 
of  European  products  after  the  doee  of  the  war  all  are  believed 
unfavorable  to  the  development  of  the  natural  dyestuff  industry  in 
the  Philippine  Islands. 

SHALIrPOLICY  LIFE  USTSTIBAKCE  IH  JAFAH. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokohama,  July  11.] 

In  the  Japanese  Govemmoit  Official  Gazette  of  July  10,  1916, 
the  elementary  or  small-poliOT  life  insurance  law  is  promulgated. 
The  date  of  the  enforcement  oi  the  law,  kinds  of  policies  to  be  issued, 
limitations  as  to  the  age  of  the  insured,  rate  of  premiums,  regula- 
tions relating  to  reserve  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  insured  and  for 
the  payment  of  the  insurance,  and  law  concerning  the  organization 
and  administration  of  the  small-policy  life  insurance  examining 
board  are  to  be  promulgated  by  later  ordinances.  Although  no 
official  announcement  has  been  made,  it  is  reported  that  these  regu- 
lations and  ordinances  will  be  promulgated  before  and  become  opera- 
tive on  October  1,  1916,  when  it  is  expected  the  Government  will 
begin  underwriting. 

The  new  law  makes  the  elementary  or  small-policy  life  insurance 
business  a  Government  monopoly,  the  maximum  amount  of  insur- 
ance on  a  person  being  250  yen  ($124) .  No  physical  examination  of 
the  applicant  is  to  be  made,  but  if  the  insured  dies  within  two  years 
from  the  date  of  the  insurance  contract,  from  a  cause  other  than  "a 
natural  calanlitj^,  or  a  contagious  disease,  such  as  cholera,  smallpox, 
dysentry,  typhoid  fever,  typhus  fever,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  or 
plague,"  a  portion  of  the  amount  insured  may  not  be  paid. 
Loans  Kay  be  Hade  by  Ooyernment. 

Loans  may  be  made  by  the  Government  to  the  insured  for  a  sum 
not  exceeding  the  amount  refundable  if  the  insurance  contract  at 
the  time  of  making  the  loan  were  to  be  rescinded.  No  civil  proceed- 
ing may  be  instituted  against  the  Government  unless  the  matter  has 
first  been  placed  before  the  small-policy  life  insurance  examining 
board.  The  revenue-stamp  law  will  not  be  applicable  to  documents 
relating  to  the  small-policy  life  insurance  busmess. 

The  director  of  the  Central  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  (under  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Communications)  will  be  placed  in  charge  of- 
the  new  (iovcrnment  insurance  business,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  Post 
Office  Savings  Bank  business,  all  the  mail  matter  in  connection  with 
the  (iovernment  insurance  business  will  be  dispatched  or  delivered 
free  of  postage.  The  number  of  commissioners  and  clerks  assigned 
to  his  omce  will  be  increased  by  139,  and  several  hundred  clerl«  are 
to  be  added  in  the  local  post  offices  throughout  the  Empire. 

[A  brief  description  of  Japan's  postal-insurance  plan  was  publidted  in  Oou- 
MERCE  Reports  for  Apr.  5,  191C.  The  development  of  Insurance  In  that  conntry 
was  the  subject  of  an  article  in  the  issue  of  July  1,  1916.  Translations  of  tlie 
small-policy  life  insurance  law,  of  a  portion  of  the  law  relating  to  tbe  pre- 
vention of  contagious  diseases,  and  of  the  commercial  code  of  articles  mentioned 
in  the  insurance  law  will  be  loaned  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.    Refer  to  file  No.  79103.]  .  ^  . 
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PfiOF08AIS  TO  ADVANCE  BSITISH  ENaiFEEBINO. 

The  CJonncil  of  the  Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers  of  Great 
Britain  has  adopted  resolutions  stating  several  measures  which  it 
•dvocates  as  a  means  of  advancement  for  British  engineering.  It  is 
in  favor  of  a  broader  recognition  of  high  technical  attainments,  and 
among  the  changes  it  advocates  is  that  the  use  of  the  metric  system 
be  made  compulsory  after  a  reasonable  period,  and  that  during  this 
period  all  trade  catalogues  make  use  of  both  the  British  and  metric 
^sterns.  The  resolutions,  which  are  printed  in  the  Journal  of  the 
ustitation  of  Electrical  Engineers  in  its  issue  of  June,  1916,  are : 

Some  combination  of  British  electrical  firms,  espednlly  with  regard  to  over-sea 
trade,  is  desimble. 

A  Government  tribunal  of  tbe  most  independent  character  that  can  be  devised, 
to  be  api)oluted  to  control  the  electricity-supply  Industry  of  tlie  country,  and  also 
to  in-event  indiscriminate  addition  or  extension  of  power  stations  or  systems 
undesirable  ttwn  the  point  of  view  of  size,  locality,  or  system. 

In  view  of  ttie  necessity  of  securing  the  home  market  and  that  none  other 
tban  British  electrical  aiqparatus  be  purchased  in  the  United  Kingdom,  a  pro- 
tective tariff  to  be  set  up,  notwitlistandlng  such  benefits  as  will  In  any  cose 
result  from  patriotism. 

A  permanent  advlscn?  committee  to  be  appointed  to  Insure  that,  as  far  as 
possible,  raw  materials  and  ports  as  well  as  whole  apparatus  necessary  to  the 
trade  of  the  British  Kmplre  shall  be  produced  within  the  Empire. 

British-born  electrical  attaches  to  help  in  the  consular  service,  and  trade  com- 
missioners (scientific  and  technical  commissioners)  to  be  appointed. 

British  engineering  standards  to  be  adopted  throughout  the  Empire. 

The  use  of  the  metric  system  to  be  made  compulsory  after  a  reasonable  period, 
and  during  this  period  all  trade  catalogues  to  make  use  of  both  the  British  and 
metric  Bystems. 

Tbe  iostitutlon  to  be  granted  a  chafter  so  as  to  Improve  the  status  and 
training  of  electrical  engineers. 

A  central  engineering  board,  consisting  of  representatives  nominated  by  all 
the  Important  institutions,  to  be  establlsheil  whom  all  engineers  (other  than 
mechanics)  wSulii  be  required  to  satisfy  as  to  tbe  sufficiency  of  their  technical 
training  and  general  education  before  tbey  could  be  recognized  as  proficient, 
so  as  to  insure  that  every  engineer  shall  qualify  for  bis  profession  in  the  same 
auumer  as  a  doctor  or  soUdtor. 

Cloaer  cooperation  of  manufacturers  and  other  employers  of  electrical  en- 
gii^ers  witli  the  technical  colleges  is  desirable  to  Insure  that  students  are 
trained  to  meet  the  future  needs  of  the  industry. 


AMEBICAH  DEHAKD  INCBEASES  FOBMOSA  TEA  PLANTDTG. 

(Consnl  Edwin  L.  Ncrllle,  Talhoku,  Taiwan,  July  11.] 

The  Taiwan  Nichi  Nichi  Shinpo  has  published  several  articles 
showing  the  increased  attention  being  given  here  to  tea  growing.  It 
states  that  there  are  more  than  30,250  acres  of  land  pknted  in  tea 
in  Taihoku  Prefecture  (comprising  the  northern  end  of  the  island) 
and  tiiat  it  is  estimated  tliat  there  are  still  some  6,810  acres  of  un- 
used land  which  might,  with  proper  encouragement,  be  utilized  for 
tea  growing. 

"With  wis  object  in  view,"  it  says,  "the  Taihoku  Agricultural 
Association,  a  Government-controlled  organization,  plans  to  spend 
about  190,000  yen  ($94,715)  during  a  period  of  5  years  for  tea  plants 
and  cuttings  to  be  distributed  among  tea  growers,  particularly  those 
who  open  new  land.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  tea  output  will,  if 
this  policy  be  kept  up,  be  increased  by  about  3,000,000  pounds  per 
year  at  the  end  of  9  or  10  years.  The  cause  of  this  activity  is  to  be 
found  in  the  enhanced  prices  and  increased  sale  of  oolong  tea  in  the 
United  States  during  1915."  ^  . 
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ECONOMIC  POSITION  OF  MINAS  OEBAES. 

[Commcrclnl  Attachi;  William  C.  Downs,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  June  21.] 

The  annual  message  of  Dr.  Delfim  Moreira  da  Costa  Ribeiro, 
president  of  Minas  Geraes,  presents  interesting  data  regarding  the 
economic  development  of  the  fifth  largest  State  of  Brazil.  The 
policy  of  retrenchment  initiated  to  meet  the  abnormal  situation 
created  by  the  war  appears  to  have  effected  gratifying  economies, 
while  on  the  other  hand  an  increased  demand  for  the  prindpal 
products  of  the  State  has  resulted  in  revenues  in  excess  of  t^iose  con- 
templated in  the  budget  for  the  fiscal  year  1915.  The  revenues  for 
that  period  were  estimated  at  the  equivalent  of  $6,964,530  United 
States  gold,  whereas  the  money  actually  collected  amounted  to 
$9,328,500,  as  compared  with  $6,682,945  for  1914. 

This  increase  was  due  to  the  fact  that  at  the  end  of  1914  large 
stocks  of  products  for  export  could  not  be  moved  owing  to  lack  of 
transportation  and  to  other  difiSiculties  created  by  the  disturbed 
financial  and  economic  conditions  of  the  entire  world.  In  1915  these 
difficulties  were  to  a  great  extent  removed,  and  it  was  foimd  that  the 
war  not  only  did  not  check  the  export  of  the  principal  product  of  the 
State — coffee — ^but  opened  markets  for  other  products  such  as  meat 
and  manganese  ore. 
State's  Assets  and  LlaUUties, 

The  Treasury  of  the  State  shows  a  surplus  of  $25,975,925,  the  assets 
and  liabilities  being: 


Items. 

Amount.* 

Items. 

Anunmt. 

ASSETS. 

$47,753,730 
1,607,275 
14,671,340 
4,101,185 
2,645,260 
949,325 
7,691,475 

UABIUTIK3. 
Consolidated  foreign  debt * 

$24,579,830 

Qoods,  610 

13  052.316 

Floating  debt 

2,986,880 
ll,4W,3eO 

ConTsrted  debt 

AdministrHtion  of  1916 

Other  balances  (collector's,  etc.) 

Various  securities 

Various  aroounts                 '    . 

TnfAl    llAhniflM 

SS,343,6S! 

79,319,680 

Consolidation  of  Porelgn  Debt. 
The  consolidated  foreign  debt  is  thus  explained  by  the  President: 

In  1910  the  State,  by  contract  made  with  Perter  &  C!o.,  converted  its  former 
loans,  making  Itself  responsible  to  these  bankers  for  120,000,000  francs  (ap- 
proximately $24,000,000).  In  1911  there  was  negotiated  another  loan  for 
50,000,000  francs  ($10,000,000— municipalities  loan).  In  all,  170,000,000  francs 
($34,000,000)  is  the  foreign  debt. 

.With  respect  to  this  debt  a  new  agreement  was  made,  as  follows : 

Among  the  measures  contemplated  to  relieve  the  financial  difficulties  waa 
an  agreement  with  our  creditors  toward  suspending  for  a  certain  lapse  of 
time  the  interest  service  of  our  foreign  debt  This  was  a  step  which  would 
not  only  ease  our  budgets,  giving  the  administration  a  margin  to  settle  the 
large  floating  debt,  but  also  save  our  Treasury  from  the  effects  of  tlie  de- 
pression in  the  excliange. 

The  State,  therefore,  consolidated  the  interest  on  its  debt  by  means  of 
securities.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  intrusted  with  tills  mission. 
He  left  for  Kurope  In  September  of  last  year  in  order  to  negotiate  this  trans- 
action, and  signed  the  agreement  with  Perier  &  Ck).  on  November  19. 
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During  three  years,  beginning  in  July  of  last  year,  the  payment  of  interest 
on  our  foreign  debt  will  be  made  as  follows :  The  first  year,  all  in  consolldu- 
tlon  securities;  the  second  year,  25  per  cent  In  specie;  the  third  year,  50  per 
eent  in  q;iecie.  The  aeenritles  will  bear  &i  per  cent  Interest  and  will  be  re- 
deemed In  25  years  from  December  15,  1918. 

Derelopmeat  of  Xeat  and  Cotton  ladnstries. 

Among  the  factors  that  have  contributed  largely  to  the  economic 
prosperity  of  the  State,  the  President  calls  attention  to  the  extraordi- 
naiT  development  of  the  frozen-meat  industry  of  Brazil  since  the 
outDreak  of  the  European  war.  The  exports  were  initiated  in  Sep- 
tember, 1914,  with  a  shipment  from  Santos  of  about  3,100  pounds, 
valued  at  about  $270.  During  the  calendar  year  1915  the  shipments 
amoimted  to  nearly  $1,500,000,  and  for  the  first  four  months  of 
1916  aggregated  $1,177,000.  The  cattle  that  have  contributed  to 
this  total  were  drawn  in  large  measure  from  the  broad  pastures  of 
Minas  Geraes.  It  is  recommended  that  the  State  Government  un- 
dertake the  importation  of  blooded  stock  for  breeding  purposes  in 
order  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  Minas  Geraes  herds.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  already  lent  its  aid  to  the  industry  by  establishing  cattle 
fairs  in  Tree  CoraQoes,  Sitio,  Bemfica,  Lavras,  and  Campo  Bello,  at 
which  192,336  head  were  sold  in  1915.  Many  Minas  Geraes  animals 
also  cross  the  borders  into  the  neighboring  States  of  Sao  Paulo  and 
Bahia. 

The  cotton-growing  industry  is  likewise  receiving  the  protection 
of  the  State,  and  to  further  its  development  the  services  of  J.  W. 
Haddon  have  been  engaged  for  the  practical  teaching  of  cotton 
culture.  It  is  proposed  to  establish  demonstration  fields  in  suitable 
zones  where  there  will  be  taught  the  processes  of  planting  and  cul- 
tivati(m,  the  preparation  of  the  product,  and  the  use  of  implements 
and  machines.  Machines  are  provided  by  the  Government  at  cost 
price.  The  cotton  production  of  the  State  in  1915  was  22,368,000 
pounds.  This  was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
State,  and  it  was  necessary  to  import  about  4,400,000  pounds. 

There  are  60  textile  factories  in  operation  in  the  State  of  Minas 
Geraes,  with  a  capital  of  about  $6,055,000,  employing  8,577  opera- 
tives. The  value  of  the  cotton  cloth  produced  in  1915  was  about 
$5,700,000. 

Xlniaff  Indnstry — Bailway  Xileage. 

Another  industry  that  has  prospered  during  the  European  war  is 
manganese  mining  aiid  exportation,  there  having  been  303,060  tons 
exported  in  1915,  against  246,198  in  1914, 158,945  in  1913,  120,775  in 
1912,  and  165,100  in  1911. 

The  President  calls  attention  to  the  very  rich  deposits  of  iron  ore 
and  regrets  that  present  conditions  render  it  impossible  to  obtain  the 
capital  necessary  for  their  exploitation. 

The  gold-mining  industry  of  the  State  continues  to  prosper,  the 
production  having  slightly  increased  during  1915.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  commerce  in  precious  and  semiprecious  stones,  which  was 
principally  with  Germany  before  the  war,  has  suffered,  although  the 
exportation  for  the  United  States  ia  now  being  organized. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  about  3,750  miles  of  railways  in 
operation  in  Minas  Geraes  and  777  miles  under  construction. 
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BOFE  AND  COBDAOE  HA£K£T  AT  SHAITOHAI. 

[Vice  Consul  George  F.  Blckford,  Shanghai,  China,  May  24.] 

As  Shanghai  is  one  of  the  leading  seaports  and  commercial  centers 
of  the  world,  it  furnishes  a  substantial  demand  for  rope  and  twine  of 
various  kinds.  It  is  also  the  leading  point  for  distribution  of  im- 
ports to  the  greater  part  of  North  China  and  a  manufacturing  center 
of  considerable  importance. 

The  Chinese  maritime  customs  returns  for  1914,  the  latest  year  for 
which  statistics  by  ports  for  the  whole  of  China  are  available,  and 
partial  statistics  for  1915  showed  the  following  importation  of  "cord- 
age," the  general  heading  under  which  rope,  twine,  etc.,  are  classified, 
with  the  values  given  in  gold  dollars:  In  1914,  gross  imports  from 
foreign  countries,  4,065,334  pounds,  valued  at  $225,393 ;  reexported  to 
foreign  countries,  56,667  pounds,  valued  at  $3,725;  in  1915,  net  im- 
ports from  foreign  countries,  3,877,333  pounds,  valued  at  $235,555. 
Shanghai's  Share  in  Imports  of  Kope. 

In  these  totals  Shanghai  shared  to  the  extent  of  758,134  pounds, 
valued  at  $70,063,  and  703,067  pounds,  valued  at  $62,532,  in  1914  and 
1915,  respectively.  The  figures  are  exceeded  only  by  those  credited 
to  Dairen  (Dalny),  which  during  1914  had  imports  of  1,684,133 
poimds,  valued  at  $82,856.  This  large  amount  for  Dairen  is  doubt- 
less explained  by  the  fact  that  as  chief  entrep6t  for  Manchuria  it  took 
a  good  portion  of  the  imports  into  China  credited  as  originating  in 
Japan. 

The  weights  and  values  of  imports  into  Dairen  for  the  entire 
period,  by  countries  of  origin,  were :  Imports  from  Japan,  2,409,200 
pounds,  valued  at  $101,703;  from  Hongkong,  577,467  pounds,  valued 
at  $48,663;  from  Philippine  Islands,  111,600  pounds,  valued  at 
$10^60. 

While  the  weight  of  the  imports  into  Dairen  is  more  than  twice 
that  for  Shanghai,  the  total  values  for  the  two  ports  are  nearly  the 
same,  and  although  the  imports  from  Japan  are  more  than  4  times 
those  from  Hongkong  and  about  20  times  those  from  the  Philippine 
Islands,  the  value  is  only  about  2  and  10  times,  respectively.  In 
other  words,  the  valuation  placed  on  Japanese  goods  is  about  half  of 
that  for  similar  goods  from  other  sources  of  supply.  A  fairly  safe 
deduction  may  therefore  be  made  that  most  of  the  cordage  imported 
into  Dairen  was  of  Japanese  origin,  while  probably  the  greater 
part  of  that  entering  Shanghai  was  from  Hongkong  and  countries 
other  than  Japan.  This  has  been  further  corroborated  by  an  investi- 
gation which  has  revealed  the  fact  that,  of  the  large  number  of  native 
chandlers  doing  business  in  Shanghai,  very  few  sell  Japanese  rope, 
while  practicaUjjr  all  of  them  handle  that  made  in  Hongkong,  and 
a  few,  to  a  limited  extent,  that  made  in  Manila.  It  is  stated  that 
thus  far  the  only  real  competition  the  Hongkong  product  has  had 
in  the  local  market  was  from  a  factory  in  Manila. 

IMreot  Imports  from  the  United  State*. 

It  is  learned  from  the  customs  statistics  that  during  1914  there 
were  direct  importations  from  the  United  States  of  but  4,400  pounds 
of  cordage,  with  a  total  value  of  $1,025. 

Figures  in  greater  detail  are  obtainable  as  regards  the  imports 
into  Shanghai  than  there  are  for  the  rest  of  China.     Rope  and 
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eordage  were  imported  daring  1915  as  follows:  Kope — Coir,  $1,9C0; 
oottoo,  $3,881;  hemp,  ^,674;  manila,  $26,769;  imclassed,  $4,073; 
eordage,  $2475 ;  totoJ,  $62,532. 

lliCTe  are  se¥enl  Japanese  ^p  chandlers'  establishments  in 
Shanghai  which  inip<Hrt  rqpe  made  in  Japan.  Eight  regular  quali- 
ties of  Japaneee  rope  are  <»  the  matltet.  Hie  '^  Bising  i^nn  "  trade- 
mark is  sold  in  fire  qualities.  Present  prices  are:  Special  qoalitj, 
$39.76  per  100  poonds;  first  quality,  $30.42  per  100  ponnds;  secood 
ooalify,  $27.82  per  100  ponnds;  third  quality,  $20.16  per  100  poimds-; 
fourth  qnalitj,  $15.28  per  100  pounds.  The  "Star^  trademark  is 
made  in  three  grades,  the  prices  of  which  are:  One  star  (first  quality), 
$21.93  per  100  poonds;  two  star  (sectmd  quality),  $16.48  per  100 
pounds;  three  star  (third  quality),  $13.44  per  100  pounds. 

Several  inferior  qualities  are  also  obtainabley  the  prices  for  which 
are,  approximately :  Fifth  quality,  $12  per  100  pounds;  sixth  quality, 
$11  per  100  pounds;  inferior  quali^,  no  quotations  obtainable. 
These  prices  are  c.  i.  f.  Shanghai.  It  is  stated  that  the  greatest 
demand  is  for  rope  of  the  third  and  fourth  gradesL 

Hongkong  Bope  in  the  Shanj^al  KsTket. 

The  Honekong^  rope  in  this  market  is  of  two  grades,  marketed 
under  the  "Phocsix''  dxnp  (trade-mark).  The  approximate  currait 
local  wholesale  prices,  ex  gpdowD  (wardiouse),  mimthly  account, 
are:  Hongkong,  first  qoalitj,  one-half  to  1  indi,  $0.19  per  paand; 
1^  to  6  inchra,  $0.18  per  pomud;  Hongkong,  second  quality^  thrce- 
foiorths  to  &  inches,  $0il6  per  pmmd.  The  regular  lengths  are  730 
feet. 

Manila  rope  on  this  market  is  also  of  two  grades.  The  approxi- 
mate wholesale  prices  at  presott,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as 
the  Hongkong  rope,  are :  First  quality,  one-half  to  6  inches,  $0.16  per 
pound ;  second  quality^  one-half  to  6  inches,  $0.14  per  pound. 

All  of  the  regular  sizes  are  three  ply.  There  is  a  limited  call  foi- 
four-ply  rope  for  transmission  purposes^  with  cotton  rope  largely 
used. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  there  is  a  small  amount  of  American  and 
British  wrapping  twine  and  cord  aa  the  local  market,  but  the 
quantity  is  rery  limited  <n  account  of  the  almost  exclnsive  use  of 
native  twine,  the  comparative  cheafmess  of  which  shuts  out  the 
foreign  article.  The  same  conditions  govern  the  trade  in  sewing 
and  sacking  twine. 

Indian  coir  rope  is  imported  to  some  extent,  and  is  sold  for  rig- 
ging junks  and  making  coir  mata  There  is  no  market  for  sash 
cord,  as  all  buildings  in  Shanghai  are  constructed  with  French 
windows.  A  large  quantity  of  native  rope  is  used  for  various  pur- 
poees,  sodi  as  the  rigging  of  jonks  and  other  native  craft,  but  be- 
cause of  its  dicapness,  competition  would  be  impossible, 
w—ykong  and  Japanese  Troduets  Save  Adrantage. 

In  normal  times,  the  Hongkong  and  Japanese  products  have  one 
decided  advantage  over  those  from  America  and  other  foreign 
countries  in  that,  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  those  places -of  pro- 
duction to  the  Chinese  market,  freights  and  other  expenses  are  much 
lower.  Another  jpoint  to  be  taken  into  consideration  is  that  of  ex- 
change.    Prices  for  Hongkong  and  Japanese  ropes  are  quoted  in 
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silver  in  this  market,  while  it  is  of  course  impossible  for  Americaa 
exporters  to  make  such  quotations.  Normally,  when  silver  is  cheap, 
all  other  things  being  equal,  the  products  of  Hongkong  and  Japan, 
quoted  in  that  medium,  would  have  an  advantage  over  those  tiie 
prices  of  which  are  quoted  in  gold;  while,  with  the  prevailing  hi^ 
price  of  silver  compared  with  gold,  it  would  be  expected  ttat  Ameri- 
can concerns  could  place  their  goods  on  the  local  market  to  an  ad- 
vantage. The  fact  is,  however,  that  any  advantages  accruing  from 
such  a  state  of  affairs  are  nullified  by  the  present  high  frei^t  and 
insurance  rates  and  by  the  lack  of  adequate  shipping  facilities  grow- 
ing out  of  the  European  war. 

The  Chinese  customs  duty  on  rope  and  twine  is  5  per  cent  ad 
valorem. 

[Samples  of  five  grades  of  Rising  Sun  rope,  three  grades  of  Star  rope,  two 
grades  of  Phoenix  rope  from  Hongkong,  and  two  grades  from  Manila  may  be 
inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.  A  list  of  Shanghai  importing  firms,  with  the  addresses  of  their 
branches  in  the  United  States,  may  also  be  obtained  from  those  ofifices.  Refer 
in  each  case  to  file  No.  77838.] 


AJUEBICAN  COHSXTLAK  OITICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venut. 


Address. 


W«st,OeorgeN 

Halo.F.D 

Masterson,  WUliam  W, 

Baker,  E.  Carlton 

Monaghan,  J.  C 

Jewell,  John  F 

Kemper,  Oraham  B . . . 

Ooodicr,  James  B 

Hazeltlne,  Ross...' 

Laing  James  OliTer  . . . 

l^eonard,  Walter  A 

Oatxjme,  John  BaU. . . . 


Kobi,  Japan 

Huddersfleld,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasald,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica. . . 

Chefoo,  China 

Erfurt,  Oermany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada 
PortAntonloJamaica 

Karachi,  India 

ColomlM,  Ceylon 

Barro,  France 


Aug.  15 
Sept.  5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.  1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  1 
Oct.  1 
Sent.  30 
Oct.  M 
Oct.  21 


Department  of  State,  Washingtm,  D.  C 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Oarroiiton,  Ky. 

Apartment   No.    75,    The    Brunswick, 

Washlngttm,  D.  0. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  B*. 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  T. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
Oo  UnlTendty  aub,  KansasCity,  If o. 
Essex,  Iowa. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.G. 


NEW  FEEIOHT  UNE  TO  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  July  3.1 

The  urgent  demand  for  greater  freight  facilities  in  over-seas  trans- 
portation has  brought  about  the  formation  of  a  new  line  to  run 
regularly  between  Barcelona  and  the  United  States,  with  New  York 
and  New  Orleans  as  ports  of  preference  according  to  cargo.  There 
are  five  vessels  in  the  new  service  ranging  from  2,500  to  3,000  tons 
each.    Sailings  are  scheduled  for  every  15  days  from  points  of  de- 

Sarture.    The  name  of  the  line  is  that  of  the  owners,  viz,  Hijos  de 
os6  Taya,  who  will  have  an  office  in  New  York  besides  headquarters 
in  Barcelona. 
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JAFAH^  METAL  UrDUSTBIES  FSOSFEBOUS. 

(Bxtntct  from  Japsa  Times  forw»rded  by  Consnl  General  Qeorce  II.  Scldmore,  Yokobama, 

July  7.] 

A  survey  of  the  Japanese  mineral  industry  during  the  past  year, 
«8  inflooiced  by  the  war,  is  given  by  Mr.  Isobe,  Director  of  the  Mming 
Bureau  in  the  Department  of  Agi-iculture  and  Commerce.  He  states 
that  the  total  value  of  the  mineral  output  during  the  year  amounted 
to  175,960,000  yen  ($87,711,076),  exclusive  of  the  production  at  the 
Govermnent  Iron  Works.  This  is  a  gain  of  20,920,000  yen  ($10,- 
428,620)  over  the  preceding  year.  Metals  increa.sed  enormously  as  a 
result  of  the  sustained  activity  in  the  market  due  to  war  influences. 
The  total  value  of  metals  produced  amounted  to  35,730,000  yen 
($17,811,405),  or  57  per  cent  above  the  previous  year's  figures.  Non- 
metallic  minerals,  on  the  other  hand,  fell  off  by  15,280,000  yen 
($7,617,080) ,  mainly  because  coal  was  very  inactive. 

lacreasea  in  Gold,  Silver,  Copper,  aad  Aatimoay. 

Gold  and  silver  showed  an  increase  by  16  per  cent  and  5  per  cent, 
respectively,  over  the  preceding  year,  because  of  the  more  active  work 
at  some  names.  Copper  was  hard  hit  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of 
the  war,  and  for  a  time  all  mines  were  compelled  to  stop  operations ; 
but  in  March,  1915,  trade  was  resumed  as  a  result  of  the  demand  by 
munition  workers,  and  prices  began  to  rise.  All  through  the  year  the 
activity  continued  and  caused  a  heavy  increase  in  the  output. 
Though  the  increase  in  production  amounted  to  less  than  7  per  cent, 
the  increase  in  the  total  value  is  a  gain  of  more  than  37  per  cent,  which 
reflects  the  intensity  of  the  new  demand  for  the  metal.  Antimony 
showed  an  extraordmary  boom  in  price  on  account  of  the  ever-increas- 
ing demand  from  munition  workers.  The  volume  of  the  output  in- 
creased by  200  per  cent,  while  the  value  gained  8,750  per  cent, 
large  Inerease  in  Zinc — Coal  Ontpnt  Decreased. 

Zinc,  at  the  close  of  the  yeny  showed  an  increase  in  output  of  206 
per  cent,  and  in  value  of  804  per  cent.  The  completion  of  the  plants 
of  the  Osaka  Zinc  Industry  Co.  and  the  Miike  Zinc  Regining  Works 
during  the  year  was  largely  responsible  for  this  increase  in  the 
output.  Coal  was  hard  hit  by  the  war  and  restriction  of  production 
was  attempted  by  Kyushu  mines.  Tlie  output  decreased  by  8  per 
cent,  and  the  value  19  per  cent.  Petroleum  witnessed  an  increase  by 
11  per  cent  in  output,  but  the  gain  in  value  was  only  5  per  cent 
Sulphur  decreased  by  3  per  cent  in  output,  and  by  5  per  cent  in  value, 
though  toward  the  close  of  the  year  the  market  displayed  a  sudden 
activity,  because  earlier  in  the  year  production  was  heavily  cut  down 
at  Hokkaido  on  account  of  the  dullness  of  the  market. 

(A  previous  review  of  the  mineral  production  of  .Tapon  was  published  in 
CoMMEBCE  Reports  for  Jan.  19,  1016.] 
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FOBEIOir  TEADE  OFFOBTTTinTIES. 

Beserred  addreRses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Dnrean  and  its  district  olllcea.  nequest 
for  each  opportunKy  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportanlty  nnmber. 
The  Dnrean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standhig 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Machinery,  No.  22116. — ^An  American' consular  officer  In  South  Africa  r^|>orts 
that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  complete  catalogues  and  price 
lists  regarding  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  feather  dusters. 

Hats  and  umbrellas.  No.  22117. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  opportunity  No. 
21928,  a  commission  merchant  in  the  West  Indies  writes  that  he  desires 
to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  all 
kinds  of  hats  for  men  and  children,  and  umbrellas.    References. 

Cocoa  butter.  No.  22118. — ^A  firm  In  Canada  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  its  desire  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  cocoa  butter  for  the  confectioners'  trade.    References. 

Electric  motors,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  22119. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes 
the  Bureau  that  one  of  its  clients  in  South  America,  with  offices  in  Argen- 
tina, Brail,  Uruguay,  Paraguay,  and  Chile,  purchasing  goods  for  its  own 
account,  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  the  following  lines  not  already  represented  in 
those  countries:  Electric  motors,  appliances,  and  supplies;  sanitary  appli- 
ances for  kitcliens,  bathrooms,  etc.;  building  construction  material;  arms 
and  ammunition ;  chemical  products ;  agricultural  implements ;  shoes ;  tex- 
tiles ;  hats  for  men  and  women ;  notions ;  fancy  goods ;  and  cutlery. 

Apples,  No.  22120. — A  firm  In  Denmtirk  advises  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  Is  in  the  market  for  American  green  apples  In  cases  and  barrels. 

Textiles,  etc..  No.  22121. — A  manufacturer's  agent  in  Spain  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  American  manufacturers  of  woolen  goods  for  men's  and  women's 
clothing,  cotton  piece  goods,  cambrics,  white  fabrics,  etc.    Reference. 

Linoleum,  oilcloth,  etc..  No.  22122. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  In  Australia  writes  that  a  firm  in  that  commonwealth  de- 
sires to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  American  manufacturers  of 
printed  oilcloth  for  floor  covering,  linoleum,  -  and  American  leather  for 
table  and  furniture  covering. 

Machinery,  No.  22123. — An  American  consular  officer  in  China  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  machinery  for  drying  eggs.  Includ- 
ing what  Is  termed  the  "  spray  "  process  and  the  "  vacuum  "  process.  The 
firm  Is  also  In  the  market  for  an  egg  separator. 

Sugar,  textiles,  etc..  No.  22124. — Supplementing  foreign-trade  opportunity  No. 
21989,  a  man  in  a  foreign  Insular  possession  writes  that  he  desires  to  enter 
Into  commercial  relations  with  American  mnnufneturers  and  exporters  of 
cotton  and  woolen  goo<ls,  toys  and  Christmas  novelties,  and  sugar.  Prices 
on  sugar  should  be  quoted  on  bags  of  100  kilos  (220.462  pounds)  gross, 
otherwise  quotations  should  state  weight  of  each  bag  in  kilograms.  Ref- 
erences. 

Skins,  rugs,  Kool,  etc..  No.  22125. — ^A  firm  In  Persia  informs  the  American 
legation  In  that  country  of  Its  desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
exporters  and  importers  of  lamb-skins,  goat-skins,  fox-skins,  raw  wool, 
tragacauth,  oriental  rugs,  etc. 

Electrical  equiptncnt.  No.  22126. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  America 
writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  contemplates  the  Installation  of  an 
electric-lighting  plant  and  desires  quotations  on  the  following  equipment: 
1  Diesel  engine  coupled  direct  to  a  35-kllowatt,  220-volt,  2-wIre  generator, 
and  1  spare  generator;  2,500  lamps,  from  16  tv>50  candle  powar;  Insnlaton; 
wire;  and  meters. 
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FEDEfiAL  INCOME-TAX  BETITBNS  IN  AUSTRAXIA. 

[Commercial  Attache  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  Melbourne] 

The  Commonwealth  Treasurer  announces  that  income-tax  returns 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1916,  will  be  due  before  August 
31,  1916.  This  early  date  is  to  facilitate  the  administration  of  the 
tax.  American  firms  represented  by  agents  are  required  to  pay  an 
income  tax  on  their  profits  (profits  are  reckoned  at  5  per  cent  of 
gross  sales). 

EESTBICTIONS  ON  COTTON  MANTTFACTTTBINO  IN  NETHEBIANDS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  The  Hague,  July  18.] 

For  the  past  year  and  a  half  the  British  regulations  have  not 
permitted  the  Netherlands  to  import  cotton  from  America  or  else- 
where except  under  the  strictest  regulations.  No  ■cotton  could  be  im- 
ported by  middlemen  of  any  kind.  The  Dutch  cotton  spinners  have 
been  obliged  to  obtain  licenses  from  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust 
in  their  own  name,  and  these  licenses  would  be  granted  only  for 
restricted  quantities  ns  determined  by  inspectors  of  the  British 
Government,  who  examine  the  books  of  the  cotton  spinners  to 
determine  the  amount  of  cotton  normally  required  and  to  determine 
where  manufactured  goods  were  being  snipped. 

One  of  the  standard  regulations  of  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust 
with  regard  to  any  and  all  goods  imported  under  their  license  is  that 
such  goods  must  be  primarily  for  Dutch  consumption,  or,  under 
certain  conditions,  for  transshipment  to  other  neutral  countries, 
provided  this  shipment  did  not  pass  through  the  territories  belong- 
mg  to  or  occupied  by  the  enemies  of  the  allies. 

Recently  there  were  reports  that  some  Dutch  cotton  mills  had  been 
exporting  goods  through  forbidden  territories;  and  it  was  announced 
in  the  Duteh  press  that  the  British  legation  m  The  Hague  had  ar- 
ranged to  make  it  impossible  for  any  further  export  of  manufactured 
cotton  goods  from  the  Netherlands  to  any  country  whatever. 
As  the  Netherlands  has  a  considerable  foreign  trade  in  cotton  manu- 
factures, this  ruling  caused  great  dissatisfaction,  and  after  vigorous 
protest  on  the  part  of   interested   manufacturers,   the   importing 
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rules  have  dow  been  so  modified  that  cotton  goods  may  be  ex- 
ported to  the  Dutch  East  Indies  and  Britidi  India  and  some  otiber 
important  countries  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, the  goods  would  be  safe  from  their  enemies. 

The  following  table  shows  recent  imports  of  cotton  into  the 
Netherlands  and  exports  of  manufactured  goods  (metric  ton=2,204.6 
pounds) : 


Arttel©. 

ms 

1914 

»1S 

1"W. 

WPOBTS. 

Mtt.  torn. 
37.419 
«.U& 

Kit.  loJU. 
28.409 
31.412 

Met.  teat. 
33.268 
35.087 

JM.  fnu. 
UJ9B 

Cdtton  vams  (tor  conson* ptlon) ...— 

1ft,  560 

SXPOKTS. 

Cotton  doth: 

21.489 

S.570 

RD6 

U,412 

20  330 

4,n28 

.194 

8,3% 

18,252 

0,0»l 

T12 

8,306 

S.3W 

To  United  K  tnj;doni 

I  361 

To  British  India 

To  othfir  rotnitri€R      i 

4,892 

Total 

37,367 

34,220 

33,394 

1J.323 

Cottan  jam 

5,930 

3,921 

1.39S 

BOZIVIAir  STEA¥fnTTP  SEBVICE  TO  BOSAKTO. 

[Consul  WUlIara  Dawson,  ]r,,  Rosario,  Argentina,  June  28.]  .  . 

The  firm  of  Lara  y  Cia.,  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  Boli\ia,  has 
inaugurated  a  monthly  steamdiip  service  between  Puerto  Siiarez, 
Bolivia,  and  Eosario.  The  first  vessel,  the  Bolivian  steamer  Maria. 
of  200  tons,  with  accommodations  for  45  first  and  45  second  cabin 
passengers,  arrived  at  Rosario  aJbout  the  middle  of  June. 

The  firm  proposes  to  receive  merchandise  transshipped  at  Rosario 
for  Bc^via.  La  Nacion  points  out  that  heretofore  Bolivian  imports 
have  been  transshipped  at  Montevideo  and  again  at  Corumba,  Brazil, 
and  that  the  new  service  will  prove  considerably  cheaper,  in  addition 
to  making  Rosario  the  chief  port  of  transit  for  eastern  and  southern 
Bolivia.  The  construction  of  the  La  Quiaca-Tupiza  line  connecting 
with  the  Argentine  State  Railways  will  also  facilitate  Bolivian  im- 
ports by  way  of  Rosario. 

The  steamers  of  Lara  y  Cia.  will  navigate  the  Parana,  Paraguay, 
and  Upper  Paraguay  Rivers.  Merchandise  wiU  be  transported  from 
Puerto  Suai-ez  to  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  by  mechanical  tractors. 
In  addition  to  the  transit  trade,  it  is  anticipated  that  tiie  line  will 
give  a  new  impulse  to  commerce  between  Argentina  and  the  eastern 
part  of  Bolivia,  which  is  said  to  offer  a  good  market  for  Argentine 
grains  and  manufactures  in  exchange  for  Bolivian  raw  products. 


SHIPMENT  or  OSAHOES  TO  6BEAT  BSITADI, 

(Cablegram  from  American  consul  leneral,  London,  Asr.  IL) 

To  representations  that  American  oranges  are  seldom  shipped  is 
full  cargo  lots,  the  controller  (department  of  import  restrictioiis) 
replies  that  he  is  prepared  to  consider  applications  for  ships  to 
carry  small  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom.  [This  refers  to  the 
provision  that  oranges  may  be  imported  into  the  United  Kingdffln 
only  in  specially  licensed  vessels.] 
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KAHUTACTirBE  OF  WOOLEN  AND  WOBSTED  GOODS. 

The  1914  census  of  manufactures  for  woolen  and  worsted  goods 
shows  a  decrease  in  total  value  of  products  as  compared  with  the 
figures  of  1909.  The  production  of  worsted  (combed  wool)  goods  is 
confined  almost  entirely,  and  the  production  of  woolen  (carded  wool) 
goods  very  largely,  to  the  New  England  and  North  Atlantic  States. 
Of  the  total  value  of  products  in  these  industries,  $379,484,379,  Massa- 
chusetts reported  products  valued  at  $127,351,434,  Pennsylvania 
$63,113,060,  Ehode  Island  $60,888,755,  New  Jersey  $35,738,853,  Maine 
$17,531,470,  Connecticut  $16,577,549,  New  York  $15,857,635,  New 
Hampshire  $15,039,284,  and  Vermont  $3,629,869.  The  New  England 
States  produced  $241,018,361,  or  63.5  per  cent  of  the  total,  and  the 
North  Atlantic  States  $114,709,548,  or  30.2  per  cent. 

The  woolen  and  worsted  goods  industries  are  the  most  imjportant 
branches  of  wool  manufactures.  The  remaining  industries  in  this 
group  are  the  carpet  and  rug  industry,  the  felt-goods  industry,  and 
the  wool-felt  hat  industry.  The  remanufacture  of  wool  fiber  from 
ragis,  tailors'  clippings,  and  all  kinds  of  mill  waste,  constituting  the 
shoddy  industry,  is  not  included  in  wool  manufactures,  since  the 
product  is  only  in  a  partially  finished  form  and  is  used  as  a  material 
in  the  woolen,  carpet,  and  other  industries. 

The  total  output  of  wool  manufactures  for  the  United  States  in 
1914  was  valued  at  $464,249,813,  of  which  amount  the  value  of  goods 
made  by  woolen  and  worsted  mills  constituted  81.7  per  cent. 

In  the  woolen  and  worsted  industries  there  was  a  decrease  from 
1909  to  1914  in  the  total  amount  of  wool  used,  the  consumption  of 
domestic  wcol  (in  condition  in  which  purchased)  decreasing  from 
310,602,279  pounds  to  266,634,390  pounds,  or  by  14.2  per  cent,  while 
that  of  foreign  wool  increased  from  164,153,087  pounds  to  168,093,685 
pounds,  or  by  2.4  per  cent.  The  amount  of  scoured  wool,  equivalent 
to  the  foregoing  items,  decreased  from  290,706,970  pounds  to  257,- 
448,746  poimds,  or  by  11.4  per  cent. 

Connrnption  of  Wool  la  Partially  Xanufactored  Form. 

The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  raw  and  scoured  wool  used  was  to 
some  extent  offset  by  an  increase  in  the  consumption  of  wool  in 
partially  manufactured  form.  The  purchased  noils  and  wool  waste 
used  in  1914,  38,881,960  pounds,  exceeded  that  in  1909  by  49.1  per 
cent;  the  purchased  wool  shoddy  used  in  1914,  26,276,924  pounds, 
represented  an  increase  of  22.5  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  figure 
for  1909;  and  the  purchased  rags,  clippings,  etc.,  used  in  1914, 
59,425,149  pounds,  was  greater  by  47.1  per  cent  than  the  amount  or 
these  materials  used  in  1909.  These  rags,  clippings,  etc.,  were  made 
into  40,080,255  pounds  of  reclaimed  wool  fiber  (shoddy). 

The  quantity  of  purchased  tops  used  in  1914  also  showed  a  decided 
increase  over  that  consumed  in  1909 ;  for  the  earlier  year  20,828,245 
pounds  were  reported,  while  29,106,307  pounds  were  used  in  the  later 
year,  the  increase  amounting  to  39.7  per  cent.  Worsted  yarn,  how- 
ever, showed  a  decrease  from  59,148,771  pounds  to  53,626,797  pounds, 
or  of  9.3  per  cent,  during  the  five-year  period.  Of  these  two  ma- 
terials, practically  all  is  ccnLUmcd  by  the  worsted  industry.    Small 
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amounts  of  woolen  and  of  merino  (cotton  mixed)  yam  were  also 
purchased  as  such  for  use  in  these  industries. 

Of  materials  other  than  wool  which  are  used  in  the  woolen  and 
woi-sted  industries,  cotton  forms  the  largest  portion.  The  quantity 
of  raw  cotton  consumed  increased  from  20,024,061  pounds  in  1909  to 
28,887.022  pounds  in  1914,  or  by  41.8  per  cent.  The  purchased  cotton 
yarn  used,  on  the  other  hand,  decreased  during  the  same  period  from 
39469,388  poimds  to  32405,412  pounds,  or  by  18  per  cent. 

Raw  wool,  raw  cotton,  noils,  shoddy,  hair,  etc.,  were  spun  in  the 
mills  either  for  sale  as  yam  or  for  further  use  in  the  weaving  of 
fabrics.  In  1914  the  mills  made  for  their  own  consumption  128,- 
710,245  pounds  of  woolen  yam,  75,901,071  pounds  of  worked, 
39,361,200  pounds  of  merino  (cotton  mixed) ,  and  7,575,057  pounds  of 
cotton  yarn. 

The  other  industries  included  in  wool  manufactures,  viz,  carpets 
and  rugs,  felt  goods,  and  wool-felt  hats,  consumed  68,129,258  pounds 
of  wool  (in  condition  in  which  purchased),  amounting  when  scoUred 
to  50,257,186  pounds.  These  figures  represent  decreases  of  12.4  per 
ceit  and  18.6  per  cent,  respectively,  as  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding ones  tor  1909. 

Products  of  Industry  Hannfactured  for  Bale. 

The  various  products  of  the  branches  of  woolen  and  worsted  manu- 
facture in  1909  and  1914,  in  quantity  and  value,  were : 
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in4 


uw 


QuuiUty. 


Per 

cent 
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Ftr 

cnt 
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AU-wool  woolen  fikbrics,  Eqnare 
yards 

All-wool  worsted  fabrics,  square 
yards 

Cotton-warp  woolen  fabrics. 


square  ytu'ds. 
MXa 


Cotion-warp  worsted  fabrics, 

square  yards 

Cotton-mixed  ^brics,  square 

yards 

Flannels  for  underwear,  aU  wool, 

square  yards 

Flumels  (or  underwear,  cotton 

mixed,  square  yards 

Domett   flannels  and  sbirtinp, 

square  yards 

Linings,  Italian  cloths,  and  last- 


80,950,381 

222,327,115 

47,398,280 

64,067,018 

11,400,082 

2,175,264 

4,095,575 

(16,002,266 

36,196,243 
«  8, 415, 079 

6,480,680 

3,937,463 

c 17.973.821 

103.205 

'2,231,162 

5.811,305 

c  514.226 

'132.399 
'354. 049 
1.172,417 


1379,484,3.9 


1419,743.531 


84.641.705 

226,110,822 

80,236,428 

94,333,233 

27,518.756 

3,856,353 

7,063,572 

4,571.765 

28,928.148 
6,102,460 

6,137.903 
1,717.758 
9,746,841 

247,395 

694.176 

4.210.008 

1,782.855 

K.179 

459.089 

2,889.444 


ings,  square  yards 
Batinets  and  linseys,  square  yards. 
BlanVets: 

All  wool,  square  yards 

Cotton  mixed, square  yards.. 

Cotton  warp,  square  yards. . . 
Horse  blankets: 

All  wool,  square  yards 

Cotton  mixed,  sqimrc  yards  .. 

Cotton  warp,  sqxiare  yards... 

Carriage  cloths,  square  yards 

Carriage  robes: 

All  wool,  square  yards 

Colton  mixed,  square  yards  .. 

Cotton  warp,  :quare  yards  ... 

a  A  minus  sign  (— )  indicates  a  decrease. 

t  In  addition,  woolon  and  wor~:te<l  poods  to  the  value  of  72,945,973  in  1914  and  13,862,340  In  1909  1 
made  by  establishmrnts  enpared  primarily  in  the  manufacture  of  other  products. 

f  Kipire.';  tor  1911  nnply  lo  poods  made  iii  woo'cn  mills  only;  the  output  of  these  goods  by  worsted  mills 
Is  included  in  "All  other  woven  goods  made  in  worsts!  mills." 
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Products. 

I9I4 

1£0) 

Per 
tent 
of  in- 
crease, 
ItOJ- 
1914. 

1914 

ICOJ 

Per 
cent 
or  in- 
crease, 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1909- 
1914. 

Uphobtcry  goods,  square  yards. . . 

AH  other  woven  goods  made  in 

wonted  mills,  square  yards 

'121.213 
1,351,282 

3,566,709 
20,125,575 
86,412,007 

10.622,363 

8,844,234 

617.MS 

362,749 

51,165,844 

8,985,170 

701.153 
1,176,542 

701,403 
28,520.493 
88,323,963 

14,011,362 

869,967 

2,325.586 

142.067 

5i,»W,737 

11,321,279 

—82.8 
14.8 

—2.2 

—24.9 

■— 77.'7' 
155.3 
—1.4 

-20.6 

■  166,365 
1,539,381 

1.219.382 
8,783.020 
09,801,271 

4.862,564 
2,279.162 
109.308 
219,803 
10,155.552 
4,926.929 
6,356,615 
3,436,636 

(401.583 
1,528.648 

391,519 

7,505,412 

80,395,543 

5,666,228 

652,643 

321,927 

86.764 

12.473.3.50 

8.027,231 

3,615,343 

3,026,255 
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potmds 
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Uohalr  and  similar  yam,  pounds. 
Cotton  yam.  pounds 

-66. 6 

153.3 

Moils  and  wool  waste,  pounds 

Tops  and  siul>bing,  pounds 

Ail  other  products 

-18.8 

-38.6 

48.3 

Contract  worlc         

I3,< 

— n 

•,  figures  (or  1914  apply  to  goods  mads  In  woolen  mills  only; 
is  included  in  "Ail  otber  woven  goods  made  in  worsted  mills. 
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SPANISH  EXCESS-FBOFITS  TAX. 

(Consul  General  Carl  BoUey  Ilurst,  Barcelona,  June  27.] 

In  connection  with  Spain's  1917  budget,  now  under  discussion  by 
the  Cortes,  a  bill  has  been  introduced  for  taxing  extra  profits  of 
companies  and  individuals.  The  provisions  of  the  law  when  enacted 
will  apply  equally  to  Spaniards  and  foreigners  doing  business  in 
Spain.  This  law  regards  as  "  extra  profits  "  the  difference  between 
the  profit  which  was  normally  obtained  and  that  obtained  since 
January  1,  1915,  and  places  the  "normal  profit"  at  7  per  cent  an- 
nually on  the  capital  invested. 

The  bill  fixes  the  amount  of  the  tax  as  follows :  25  per  cent  on  tliat 
portion  of  the  profits  exceeding  the  normal  profit  and  not  exceeding 
20  per  cent  of  the  capital  employed ;  30  per  cent  on  that  portion  of 
profits  exceeding  20  per  cent  but  not  exceeding  35  per  cent  of  the 
capital  employed;  35  per  cent  on  that  portion  of  profits  exceeding 
35  per  cent  but  not  exceeding  50  per  cent  of  the  capital  employed; 
40  per  cent  on  that  portion  of  profits  exceeding  50  per  cent  of  the 
capital  employed. 
EnfoToed  Pending  Passage — Poreigrn-Secnrlties  Decree. 

The  law  provides  that  the  legal  administrators  of  the  companies 
will  be  responsible  for  the  amounts  due  under  this  tax,  and  liquidators 
will  be  obliged  to  inform  the  proper  authorities  of  the  financial  sit- 
uation of  the  companies  whose  business  they  are  liquidating  and  re- 
serve such  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  tax  in 
Question.  A  royal  order  publislied  on  Jime  23  authorizes  the  en- 
orcement  of  the  provisions  mentioned  pending  the  passage  of  the 
law. 

Another  royal  decree  published  on  the  same  date  makes  valid 
the  provisions  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  introduction  and  sale  of 
foreign  securities  in  Spain  pending  its  enactment  bv  the  Cortes. 
Exception  is  made  for  foreign  securities  now  held  in  iSpain  and  for 
foreign  securities  deposited  outside  the  Kingdom  by  Spanisli  citizens, 
if  they  request  permission  for  the  introduction  of  such  securities 
into  the  coimtry.  [The  proposed  law  was.  referred  to  in  C-omsiekce 
Rb>orts  for  July  13,  1916.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


582  COMMEBCE  B£POBIS. 

PBOSFEBOirS  TEAB  FOS  CUBA  FBTJIT  EXCHAHOE. 

[Consul  II.  H.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  comuil  at  Habana,  July  26.] 

The  Cuba  Fruit  Exchange  is  a  cooperative  association  of  growers 
and  shippers  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  the  majority  of  the  members 
being  American  colonists  resident  in  western  Cuba.  It  has  just 
closed  a  very  successful  year,  the  reports  of  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer presented  at  the  annual  meeting  held  July  17  showing  the  ex- 
change to  be  in  excellent  financial  condition  and  to  have  done  tJb. 
unexpectedly  heavy  business  during  the  twelvemonth.  Beginning 
the  year  with  a  deficit  of  nearly  $1,000,  it  ended  with  a  surplus  on 
hand  of  almost  $2,000,  thus  indicating  a  profit  of  some  $3,000.  As 
the  exchange  is  a  cooperative  institution,  seeking  not  profits  but 
merely  the  good  of  its  members  and  greater  economy  in  the  handling 
of  their  wares,  the  surplus  will  be  applied  toward  the  formation  of 
a  $5,000  working  fund  and  will,  after  this  is  amassed,  be  distributed 
among  the  shippers.  ■'.   ' 

The  statement  of  business  handled  during  the  year  shows  ship- 
ments totaling  81,120  boxes,  these  coming  from  as  far  east  as  Oma]a, 
in  Oriente  Province,  and  from  as  far  west  as  San  Juan  y  Martinez, 
in  Pinar  del  Eio.  This  quantity  contrasts  more  than  favorably  with 
the  21,000  and  27,000  crates  of  produce  handled  for  m^nbers  in  the 
two  preceding  years.  Throughout  the  year  there  was  apparent  a 
growmg  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Cuban  vegetable  shipper  to  become 
associated  with  an  organization  of  this  character. 

Amalgamatioa  Effected— Scope  of  Work. 

The  exchange  was  founded  in  1911  as  a  stock  company  [its  organi- 
zation being  duly  reported  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Beports 
for  Oct.  10  of  that  year],  with  the  object  of  imiting  the  growers, 
principally  of  citrus  fruits,  and  of  introducing  more  economical 
methods  of  marketing  the  produce  of  its  members.  In  August  of 
last  year  an  amalgamation  was  effected  with  the  Cuba  Growers'  and 
Shippers'  Association,  a  cooperative  body  organized  for  the  same 
purpose  as  was  the  old  exchange.  Upon  amalgamation  the  Cnba 
Fruit  Exchange  surrendered  its  charter  as  a  stock  corporation,  taking 
on  a  cooperative  character.  Concerning  the  past  year's  work,  the 
secretary's  report  says : 

The  exchange  hns  utilized  during  the  season  Just  ended  four  main  points  of 
entry  Into  the  United  States  through  which  to  distribute  Its  products.  Thesse 
have  been  Boston,  New  York,  Key  West,  and  New  Orleans.  By  far  the  largest 
quantity  of  products  has  been  sent  to  New  York,  where  the  exchange  bas  had 
a  representative  whose  work  has  been  truly  effectiva  Very  prompt  and  com- 
plete cable  reports  have  been  received,  showing  the  condition  upon  arrival  and 
the  selling  price  of  the  products  of  the  various  exchange  members,  and  returns 
have  been  received,  with  only  a  few  exceptions.  In  12  to  14  days  after  tbe  ship- 
ment left  Habana.  It  has  frequently  happened  that  Information  concendas 
goods  arriving  one  afternoon  and  selling  the  following  morning  would  be  In  oar 
hands  by  noon  of  the  day  of  sale,  this  information  giving  details  of  prices 
received,  condition  of  goods,  and  state  of  the  market.  This  infomiatlon  was 
then  passed  along  to  our  members  by  moll,  telephone,  telegraph,  or  market  letter, 
as  seemed  most  desirable. 

The  exchange  i.s  doing  splendid  work  in  uniting  the  agricuiturists 
in  this  Ecpiiblic  and  in  pointing  the  way  to  greater  prosperi^  and 
general  betterment. 
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OEL/LT  nr  FAS  EAST  BAND  DEVELOPMENT. 

(Consul  Edwin  N.  Gonnulos,  Johanneibarg,  Union  of  South  Africa,  June  20.] 

Under  date  of  May  17, 1916  [see  Commerce  Eeports  for  June  27, 
1916J,  a  report  was  transmitted  by  the  Johannesburg  consulate  con- 
cerning the  potentialities  and  proposed  development  of  the  gold 
areas  of  the  Far  East  Band;  also  the  likelihood  of  the  investment 
of  a  large  amount  of  American  capital  in  this  enterprise.  It  had 
been  hoped  and  confidently  expected  by  many  interested  in  the  early 
development  of  these  gold  fields  that  Parliament  would  pass  a  bill 
empowering  this  work  to  be  proceeded  with  at  a  very  early  date; 
but  just  before  adjournment  it  was  decided  that  the  matter  should 
go  over  until  the  next  session,  and  that  in  the  meantime  a  commission 
^ould  be  appointed  to  take  evidence  on  certain  points  at  issue. 

Within  the  last  month  or  two  there  has  been  considerable  agitation 
in  favor  of  the  development  and  operation  of  the  Far  East  Band 
gold  areas  being  undertaken  by  the  Government  rather  than  by  pri- 
vate means,  and  the  postponement  of  definite  action  until  the  next 
session  is  obviously  for  the  purpose  of  going  more  thoroughly  into 
the  question  of  state  mining,  which  is  considered  to  be  one  of  great 
importance  and  deserving  of  further  inquiry. 

Commission  to  Condder  Oovemment  Operation  of  the  Kines. 

As  the  matter  now  stands,  a  commission  will  be  appointed  to  take 
evidence  and  make  recommendations  as  to  the  methods  that  should 
be  employed  to  most  effectively  develop  the  Far  East  Band  gold- 
bearing  areas,  at  the  same  time  having  proper  regard  for  the  Gov- 
ernment's interest.  This  commission  will,  of  course,  give  due  con- 
sideration to  the  question  of  state  mining — a  plan  that,  while  having 
many  adherents,  is  strongly  opposed  by  a  large  number  of  people 
who  are  of  the  opinion  that  gold-mining  operations,  which  as  a  rule 
are  speculative  in  character  and  uncertain  as  to  outcome,  should  be 
left  to  private  capital  and  enterprise  under  such  regidations  and  con- 
ditions as  will  insure  due  protection  of  the  Government's  interests. 

All  seem  to  be  in  agreement  as  to  the  desirability  and  advisability 
of  opening  up  these  gold  areas  at  the  earliest  practicable  date ;  and 
while  considerable  disappointment  is  felt  on  the  Rand  that  definite 
action  looking  to  this  development  was  not  taken  at  the  parliamentary 
session  just  closed,  there  is  little  doubt  that  at  the  next  session  the 
necessary  legislative  steps  for  the  early  working  of  these  important 
fields  will  be  taken. 

SEQiriBEMENTS  FOR  DENTISTS'  DIPLOMAS  IN  CHILE. 

Dentists  desiring  to  practice  in  Chile  must  present  their  diplomas  to 
the  University  of  Chile,  with  application  tor  examination,  accom- 

Eanied  by  a  leie  of  $70,  according  to  a  recent  law  published  in  the 
>iario  Oficial.  If  the  applicant  presents  a  diploma  from  a  university 
recognized  by  the  Chilean  University,  he  will  be  given  a  practical 
and  theoretical  examination  and  issued  a  certificate  if  successful. 
If  his  diploma  is  from  an  unrecognized  university,  he  must  take  a 
complete  third  year  course  in  the  Chilean  School  of  Dentistry  and 
pay  a  fee  of  $140. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


584 


COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


WBAPPIirO  PAPEB  AHD  TWINE  IK  SOUTH  AMEBICA. 

((.'ottsttl  Edwin  N.  Onnmalui!,  JohanDmbnrg,  Jane  0.] 

The  demand  in  the  Johannesburg  consular  district  for  twine  and 
wrapping  jiMper  at  pressnt  is  large.  Previous  to  the  war  the  greatw 
proportion  of  twine  and  cordage  imported  into  the  district  came 
Irom  Great  Britain.  Local  importers  have  favored  the  Britidi 
article  on  account  of  its  great  strength.  Under  existing  conditions 
British  manufacturers  have  been  unable  to  supply  this  market,  and 
the  consequence  is  a  great  shortage.  The  local  dealer  is  turning  to 
the  American  manufacturer  to  supply  his  urgent  needs.  Merchants 
here  state  that  they  have  large  outstanding  orders  for  both  twine  and 
wrapping  paper,  but  are  unable  to  quote  prices,  as  they  have  no  cer- 
tainty that  their  supplies  will  be  increased.  The  following  table 
shows  the  imports  of  twine  and  cordage  and  rope  (not  wire  rope) 
into  the  Union  of  South  Africa : 


0<mntri«3. 

1814 

19IS 

»3,«1 

32,518 

47,322 

122 

Countries. 

1914 

$I<2,728 

25.042 

7,081 

I4,8S2 

UK 

Binding  twint: 
United  Kingdom 

»,1.2«0 

80,  Ml 

18,629 

821 

Cordage  and  rope: 
United  Kingdom 

$232,472 

Canada 

Norway 

45,779 
10,658 

United  States 

United  States 

OUier  countries 

Other  wmntries 

Total 

Total 

109,287 

83,393 

209,681 

234,813 

The  customs  tariff  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  provides  the 
following  rates  of  duty :  Item  137  (class  4) :  Thread — ^boot  and  ehee- 
niakers'  and  seaming  twine,  binding  twine,  and  harvest  twine,  an 
ad  valorem  duty  of  3  per  cent.  Item  193  (class  6) :  All  goods,  waves, 
and  merchandise  not  elsewhere  charged  with  duty,  and  not  enumer- 
ated in  the  free  list,  and  not  prohibited  to  be  imported  into  tiie 
Union,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  20  per  cent  ad  valorem,  with 
a  rebate  of  3  per  cent  on  goods  of  British  manufacture  or  from 
reciprocating  13ritish  colonies.  Paper  in  its  original  mill  ream 
wrapper  or  reels,  of  a  size  not  less  than  16  by  15  inches,  is  dutiable 
at  3  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Cordage  and  wrapping  paper,  printed  upon,  are  also  classified  under 
item  193  (class  6). 

Imports  of  Paper  from  Various  Conntrles. 

Statistics  of  wrapping  paper  imported  are  as  follows: 


Coantries 


tTnited  Kingdom 

Canada 

Oermany 

Belgium 

Bolland 

Norway 


1914 

1915 

$SO.S47 

$105,792 

2,540 

12,453 

85,116 

1,114 

9,655 

4,642  ,1 

919 

K.642 

67,069 

67,206 

Countries. 


Sweden 

United  States.., 
Other  countries. 

Total 


A  shortage  similar  to  that  in  twine  exists  in  this  market  in  all 
classes  and  grades  of  paper,  (ireat  Britain,  the  largest  supplier,  is 
likewise  unable  to  furnish  the  quantities  which  are  demanded. 
Norway  and  Sweden  are  affected  by  lack  of  shipping  facilities,  as 
there  is  no  regular  line  of  ttcanicrs  running  between  South  Africa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COHMEBCE  REPORTS. 


685 


and  these  countries.    Even  the  visits  of  the  occasional  tramp  steamers 
are  becoming  more  infrequent. 

Although  American  goods  are  becoming  more  popular  in  South 
Africa,  the  importer  partly  favors  the  British  product  on  account 
of  the  readiness  with  which  the  British  manufactui-er  fills  orders 
and  the  prices  he  charges  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  superiority  of 
shipping  facilities.  Freight  rates  between  Great  Britain  and  South 
Africa  are  considerably  higher  than  usual,  but  the  service  is  fast 
and,  as  a  rule,  regular.  Not  all  shippers  are  able  to  secure  space, 
however,  and  they  are  compelled  to  pay  higher  rates,  besides  having 
to  wait  longer  now  for  their  goods  than  formerly. 

Ports  ThronKh  Which  Americaa  Goods  are  Received. 

Imports  of  American  goods  into  this  consular  district  come 
through  Port  Elizabeth,  East  London,  Durban,  and  Louren^o 
Marques.  The  last-mentioned  port  is  especially  favorable  for  the 
importation  of  heavy  goods. 

An  American  exporter,  in  order  to  secure  a  footing  in  this  market, 
should  either  open  a  branch  in  South  Africa,  or  send  a  representa- 
tive who  will  travel  throughout  this  district,  or  grant  an  exclusive 
agency  to  some  established  firm.    The  representative  should  be  pre- 

Eared  to  advertise  the  goods,  and  in  that  way  clearly  put  before  the 
uying  public  an  article  for  which  there  is  a  comparatively  large 
demand. 

In  extending  trade  relations  in  South  Africa,  it  would  be  well  to 
bear  in  mind  that  not  only  the  submitting  of  samples  with  prices  is 
an  important  step  toward  effecting  concrete  results,  but  also  the 
stating  of  terms  upon  which  the  exporter  is  willing  to  do  business. 

[A  list  of  Individuals  and  firros  in  Johannesburg  with  witom  American  ex- 
porters of  paper  and  twine  mlRht  correspond  directly  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Boreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oommeree,  its  district,  or  cooperative  oflices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  78545.] 

AMEBICAH  CONSULAE  OFFICEBS  OUT  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  ]>ersonal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nome. 

Post. 

Exprra- 
ttonof 
Ttnue. 

Address. 

West,  George  N 

KoM,  Japan 

TTuddersfield,  Enjdand 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Auft.  15 
Sept.    S 
Sept.    1 

Aog.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  SO 
Oct.    M 
Oct.    21 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
CarroIIton,  Ky. 

Apartment    No.    73,    The    Brunswldc, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

yonne,  N.  J. 

Hale,  F.  D 

Mastenon,  WOltrim  W 

Baker,  K.  Carlton 

Kemper,  Orabam  H 

Goodier,  James  11 

Eriurt,  Cerraany 

Niasara  Falls,  Canada. 
Port  AntoDio,Janiaica. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Coylon 

Havre,  Fraube 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
27  South  Itawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  WasMngton,  D.  C. 

C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Uo. 

BaMlUne,  Rom 

Lainc,  James  OUTer 

Leoaard,  Waller  A 

Oibera^  Jofan  Ball 

Department  of  Stale,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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7IADIY0ST0E  A  FIEU)  FOB  AMEBICAH  EXPOBTS. 

1  Commercial  Agent  Stanhope  Samg,  Jane  21.] 

Vladivostok  seems  to  offer  an  attractive  field  for  American  ex- 
ports. Almost  everything  that  is  produced  in  American  mills  and 
factories  and  on  American  farms  is  needed  and  would  be  eagerly 
bought  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  if  it  could  be  placed  there  at  rea- 
sonable cost.  Merchants  and  importers,  buyers  in  the  shops,  people 
in  the  hotels  and  in  the  streets  inquire  about  American  goods  and 
American  plans  to  take  advantage  of  the  great  opportunity  offered 
by  the  European  war  to  supply  goods  that  can  not  now  be  produced 
in  Europe. 

The  port  is  now  open  the  entire  year,  ice-breakers  keeping  a  free 
channel  to  the  high  sea.  Vladivostok  is  becoming  increasingly  im- 
portant as  a  great  entrepot  for  European  and  Asiatic  Russia,  as  well 
as  for  central  Asia  and  southeastern  Europe. 

It  is  thought  by  the  best  informed  men  in  this  part  of  Siberia  that 
years  must  elapse,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war,  before 
Kussian  manufactured  goods  can  compete  with  those  from  foreign 
countries.  Ample  time  will  be  allowed  in  which  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters,  if  they  are  alert  and  aggressive,  can  occupy 
and  hold  a  large  portion  of  this  rich  and  expanding  territory. 
Presents  Opportunity  for  an  American  Bank. 

As  banking  facilities  are  not  advanced,  the  best  Russian  firms  are 
willing  at  present  to  pay  cash  for  all  purchases,  although  the  Ger- 
mans and  English  were  very  accommoaating  in  granting  credit.  It 
would  seem  to  be  an  excellent  field  for  the  establishment  of  an 
Ajnerican  bank.  A  good  system  of  finance  and  credit  here,  in  the 
hands  of  Americans,  would  probably  prove  profitable  in  itself  and  of 
great  value  to  American  trade. 

^'ladivostok  is  a  city  of  some  100,000  population  and  is  growing 
rapidly.  It  is  thoroughly  modern  and  progressive,  and  is  the  dis- 
tributing point  for  a  large  and  rich  territory. 

Things  needed  at  present  in  Vladivostok  are  many.  A  few  may  be 
mentioned.  Gloves  of  leather  or  cloth  are  in  great  demand.  There 
are  few  or  none  in  most  of  the  large  shops.  It  is  not  advisable  to 
send  silk  or  embroidered  gloves.  Hosiery  for  men  and  women  is 
needed.  There  is  particular  demand  for  the  fine  grades.  Japan  is 
sending  some  hosiery,  but  it  is  not  gaining  a  wide  market. 

Keadjr-made  suits  for  men  and  women  are  in  demand.  The  prices 
of  Russian  goods,  inflated  by  war  taxes,  are  very  much  above  the 
prices  for  which  equal  goods  from  the  United  States  could  be  sold  in 
Vladivostok.  Since  the  Russian  depends  for  warmth  upon  fur  outer 
clothing,  light  weights  are  preferred — about  the  weight  used  in  the 
United  States  in  the  autumn  and  early  spring. 

Overalls,  etc.,  meet  with  favor.    Very  cheap  American  goods  are 
now  being  sold  to  the  fishermen  and  common  laborers,  and  a  large 
trade  could  be  worked  up.    American  shoes  are  in  favor  in  this  part 
of  the  Far  East. 
American  Xachin^ry  Imprcpsrly  Packed. 

Machinery,  especially  motors  r-nd  farm  implements,  is  eagerly 
sought.  Every  ship  from  the  west  bring.?  in  some  of  this  cargo  for 
Vladivostok,  and  the  docks  at  this  city  and  at  Tsugura  are  crowded 
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with  fiiiipnients  fram  the  United  States  for  the  factories  and  farms 
of  Siberia.  Much  of  this  machinery  was  so  insecurely  packed  that  it 
was  likeljy  to  be  broken  or  injured  on  the  voyage,  and  so  exposed  as 
to  be  liable  to  rust  on  the  way  from  the  United  States  to  eastern 
Siberia.  It  was  packed  as  if  lor  a  journey  between  the  factory  at 
home  and  some  near  suburb,  instead  of  an  ocean  voyage  of  thousands 
of  miles  during  which  it  is  subjected  to  as  rough  usage  as  is  possible 
even  on  the  high  seas. 

Among  the  demands  of  the  Vladivostok  field  are  those  for  sales- 
men and  samples  of  American  articles  of  clothing  and  clothing 
materials.  In  every  shop  the  inquiry  has  been  made:  "Will  your 
exporters  send  us  samples?  We  can  do  nothing  without  samples. 
The  Germans  and  English  sent  us  all  the  samples  we  needed."  In 
the  Far  East,  the  United  States  supplies  the  styles,  while  other 
countries  supply  the  material.  They  take  American  fashion  plates, 
and  make  clothes  of  Briti^  or  German  cloth.  The  United  States 
could  furnish  the  material,  also,  and  the  ready-made  clothes,  if  it 
went  after  the  business  as  others  have  gone  after  it.  Salesmen,  also, 
would  find  Vladivostok  a  profitable  field.  Agents,  importing  houses, 
brandi  houses,  etc.,  are  needed. 

Shops  Transact  Large  Yolume  of  Bosiaees. 

There  are  many  prosperous  ^wps  in  Vladivostok,  which  would 
rqiay  the  investigations  of  salesmen  on  the  spot,  and  the  volume  of 
business  transax^d  is  remarkably  large,  even  in  time  of  war.  The 
d^oand  is  so  great  and  so  rapidly  increasing  that  traffic  eontinnes 
even  nnder  the  most  unfavoraole  conditions.  The  war  has  already 
advanced  prices  by  10  to  100  per  cent,  but  this  has  not  seriously 
affected  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city. 

Hie  principal  stores  in  Vladivostok  handling  wearing  apparel  are 
eager  to  receive  samples  and  information  concerning  prices,  styles, 
terms,  etc. 

[A  list  of  the  stores  In  Vladtvostok  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Twe/^sa 
and  Domestic  Oonunerce  or  its  district  or  cooper&tive  offices.  Refer  to  file 
Ma  960.1  

HBM  IH  CHUTA  SEEKS  HEATXHO-FLAST  AGESCT. 

A  firm  in  Hankow,  China,  has  stated  to  the  American  consul 
general,  E^win  S.  Cunningham,  its  desire  to  obtain  an  agency  for 
American  plumbing  and  heating  plants.  In  accepting  such  an  agency 
it  would  expect  the  manufacturer  to  send  out  a  competent  and  re- 
liable American  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  work.  "  We  would 
be  jwepared,"  it  states  in  a  letter,  "  to  pay  half  his  salary  while  he 
was  out  here,  on  a  time  contract  of  say  three  or  five  years,  as  well  as 
a  small  interest  in  the  business  in  the  way  of  a  commission  on  all  his 
sales  and  on  all  orders  taken  by  the  firm  in  this  particular  line.  We 
would  expect  the  agency  firm  in  America  to  pay  for  his  passage  out 
to  China,  in  consideration  of  our  placing  all  our  orders  for  ma- 
terials, etc.,  throtigh  them,  and  on  the  termination  of  his  contract 
would  agree  to  pay  his  passage  back  to  the  States." 

The  name  of  the  firm  in  Hankow  mentioned  msiy  be  (Stained  from 
fte  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  co- 
operative offices.    Eefer  to  file  No.  78706. 
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BANK  CLEABINGS,  GOLD  HOLOHrGS,  Aim  SAVIHGS  DT  JAFAB. 

[Consul  General  Grorgc  U.  Scldmore,  Tokohanm,  Jaly  6.] 
Hew  Record  for  Increase  of  Clearings. 

The  reports  of  the  11  clearing  houses  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1916,  says  the  Jrpan  Advertiser,  show  that -more  than  8,390,000,000 
yen  ($4,182,415,000)  were  cleared  during  that  period.  This  rep- 
resents the  large  increase  of  3,275,000,000  yen  ($1,632,587,500)  over 
the  figures  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  The  rate  of 
increase  was  largest  in  the  case  of  Kobe — 72.8  per  cent — with  Yoko- 
hama, Tokyo,  Nagoya,  and  Osaka  following  in  order.  The  average 
of  increase  was  64  per  cent. 

Never  before  in  the  annals  of  Japanese  bank  clearing  has  such  a 
large  increase  been  recorded  in  a  single  year.  It  was  common  to  all 
of  the  centers,  and  no  decrease  was  recorded. 

The  total  number  of  bills  cleared  in  the  period  under  review  was 
6,166,000,  showing  an  increase  of  923,000  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  last  year.  The  increase  was  largest  in  Nagoya, 
where  it  was  26.3  per  cent.  Yokohama  was  next,  and  Otaru,  Kobe, 
and  Osaka  ranked  in  the  order  named.  The  average  increase  was 
17.6  per  cent. 

Minister  of  Finance  Discusses  Oold  Holdintrs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Tokyo  Economic  Association  Mr.  Taketomi, 
Minister  of  Finance,  spoke  on  Japan's  gold  holdings.  In  the  course 
of  his  speech,  as  reported  in  the  Japan  Daily  Mail,  he  said: 

Just  before  the  outbreak  of  the  present  European  war  tlte  total  amount  of 
gold  holdings  of  Japan  stood  at  353,000,000  yen  ($175,970,500).  According 
to  the  returns  of  June  24,  this  figure  had  increased  to  600,000,000  yen 
(.$299,100,000),  a  net  Increase  In  23  months  of  247,000,000  yen. 

If  the  net  receipt  of  gold  continues  during  the  rest  of  the  year  It  may 
not  be  very  far  wide  of  the  mark  to  sny  that  the  figure  may  be  brought  up  to 
650,000,000  yen  ($324,025,000)  or  700,000,000  yen  ($348,950,000),  even  though 
all  charges  to  Japan  be  first  piiid  off.  Thus  by  the  end  of  the  present  year 
the  holdings  to  the  account  of  Japan  may  rise  to  double  the  figure  just  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

The  advance  of  exports  over  Imports  will,  it  is  thought,  progress  further  and 
further.  Already  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  exports  achieved  nn  advance 
by  56  per  cent  over  tiie  same  time  last  year,  while  imports  increased  by  only 
30  per  cent.  There  was  thus  a  favorable  balance  of  79,000,000  ($39,381,500). 
Judging  from  the  past,  it  may  be  safe  to  predict  tliat  by  the  end  of  the  year 
the  total  favorable  balance  may  amount  to  as  much  as  200,000,000  yen 
($99,700,000). 

When  i)eace  is  restored  Japan  must  be  prepared  for  the  fierce  economic  con- 
flict that  will  ensue.  The  saving  of  specie  la  one  way  to  meet  the  postwar 
economic  campaign,  and  the  Governmeat  ia  prepared  to  assist  the  businesa 
community  with  a  strong  policy  of  encouraging  the  export  trade  and  main- 
taining the  increasing  tendency  of  gold  holdings. 

The  Government  has  adopted  the  policy  of  lessening  foreign  indebtedneas 
by  raising  money  In  the  domestic  market.  Already  by  the  end  of  the  present 
year  the  total  refund  will  be  brought  up  to  160,000,000  yen  ($79,760,000),  for 
the  Government,  with  the  support  of  the  Imperial  Diet,  is  authorized  to  carry 
out  this  policy  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Wage  Earners  Increase  Postal  Savings. 

The  Japanese  Department  of  Communications  reports  that  the 
amount  of  the  postal  savings  at  the  end  of  June  was  254,823,933  yen 
($127,029,731),  and  the  number  of  depositors  14,204,531,  showing  an 
increase  of  49,910,994  yen  ($24,880,631)  in  amount  and  1,267,701  in 
the  number  of  depositors,  compared  with  the  corresponding  date  last 
year.    There  was  also  an  increase  over  May  of  8,041,493  yen  ($4,008,- 
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684)  in  the  amoant  and  of  110,921  in  the  number  of  depositors.    The 
new  depositors  are  chiefly  wage  earners  in  the  commercial  centers. 

An  increase  in  postal  savings  of  8,000,000  yen  in  a  single  month, 
says  the  Japan  Advertiser,  is  a  rare  phenomenon.  It  is  the  biggest 
increase  sinee  October,  1910. 

Apaaese  laborers  ia  Toreiffn  Lands. 

Sesnlts  of  an  investigation  by  the  depailmeat  of  communications 
indicate  that  the  number  of  Japanese  laborers  in  foreign  lands  is 
227,241.  Their  locations  are:  Asiatic  countries,  12,611;  Australia 
and  Philippines,  111,038;  American  continents,  102,385;  European 
countries,  1,217;  total,  227,251. 

These  laborers  have  contributed  to  the  economy  of  the  country  in 
many  ways,  says  the  Japan  Advertiser,  but  the  clepartment  of  com- 
munications is  interested  in  the  amount  of  money  they  have  sent 
home.  The  total  values  of  money  orders  received  from  them  in  the 
last  few  years  were:  1912,  $7,896,240;  1913,  $8,494,440;  1914,  $7,841,- 
405;  1915,  $7,228,250. 

SFADT  PBOVIDES  FOB  BETTER  FLOUB  STTPPLT. 

ICoDBul  Ucneral  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  June  27.] 

The  Spanish  Government  conducted  an  inquiry,  from  April  28  to 
May  15,  as  to  the  possibility  of  regulating  the  classification  of  flour 
and  its  sifting,  in  order  to  augment  the  bread-producing  quality  of 
flour  used  by  Spanisli  bakers.  The  investigation  showed  that  the 
consumption  of  bread  in  Spain  has  greatly  increased  and  that  bakers 
are  furnishing  a  maximum  output.  These  facts  are  accounted  for 
both  by  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  other  articles  of  food  and  the  abun- 
dance of  money  in  the  country  realized  from  exports  of  larger  quan- 
tities of  merchandise.  In  view  of  this  situation  and  the  difficulty  and 
expense  involved  in  importing  wheat,  the  Government  will  dictate 
rales  for  the  use  of  this  year's  wheat  crop.  A  royal  decree,  pub- 
lished June  25,  authorizes  the  presentation  to  the  Cortes  of  a  law 
by  which  the  commissions  on  supplies,  created  in  February,  1915, 
shall  classify  the  flour  produced  in  different  parts  of  Spain. 

8oai«  Old-Tuhioned  KlUstABes  Vted. 

Only  during  the  past  20  years  has  flour  been  made  here  by  the  mod- 
em system  of  roller  milling  and,  although  this  is  now  generally  in- 
troduced, the  old-fashioned  millstones  are  still  used  in  some  regions 
di^ant  from  the  main  lines  of  communication.  The  transformation 
in  Spanish  milling  has  been  gradual,  little  attention  having  been 
devoted  to  intensifying  the  production  of  flour,  of  which  in  certain 
localities  scarcely  50  per  cent  can  be  used  for  bread. 

On  the  basis  of  the  prospective  wheat  crop,  amounting  to  150,- 
646,300  bushels,  if  an  improvement  of  8  per  cent  in  milling  could  be 
effected  there  would  be  11,022,900  bushels  less  of  the  wheat  it  is 
necessary  to  import.  The  proposed  law  provides  that  if  the  price 
of  bread  shall  exceed  $0.0367  per  pound,  the  commissioners  on  sup- 
plies may  oblige  the  millers  to  increase  the  production  of  bread- 
making  flour  to  73  per  cent,  and  may  also  compel,  when  necessary, 
the  use  of  rye  flour,  to  a  maximum  of  8  per  cent,  mixed  with  wheat 
flour,  regulating  the  price  of  bread  accordingly. 

[Developments  In  relation  to  the  Spanish  wheat  supply  wore  piibllshetl  In 
Commerce  Reports  for  Mar.  11,  Apr.  20,  and  June  13,  1910.] 
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EZPOBTS  FBOK  YAHCOUTEK  IHCBEASE. 

[Vice  Consul  O.  C.  Woodward,  VancoaTer,  British  Colombia,  Aog.  2.] 

The  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  for  shipment  to  tiie  United 
States  through  the  consulate  general  at  Vancouver  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1916  was  $14,373,848,  as  compared  with  $8,553,541 
during  the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  The  most  striMng  in- 
crease was  in  the  shipment  of  copper,  which  amounted  to  $8,162,955 
in  1916,  as  compared  with  $2,599,679  in  1915.  The  following  table 
gives  the  value  of  the  principal  exports  during  the  two  periods : 


Artlclts. 

191$ 

1916 

Artldes. 

ms 

i9ie 

Animals: 

Cattle  

J30.362 
3.803 
53.041 

91,548 

172,753 
51.624 
5.400 
28.430 
57,915 

8.155 

111.950 

10,022 

111,848 

124,412 

1,011,133 

8.102.955 
2G6.932 

Paper  and  pulp: 

Paper 

$419,910 
90.665 
83.S43 

eu.i63 

325.318 

29.807. 

473,729 

222.374 

97,124 

24.479 

16.891 

1,743.274 

9.755 

34.251 

322. 8S2 

1569,171 

Other                   .    .  .. 

n9.fi58 
27,112 

162.903 

118.146 
50.624 
16.815 
31.020 
31.982 

3.978 
194. 3S2 

13.357 
131,716 

44,591 

651,562 

2,599.679 

43,572 

Pulp 

89,828 

Rice  grits  (breirats') 

Rubber 

(8,004 

Breadstnfls.        

Wood ,  and  manufMtoies  of: 
Ixigs 

Fish— 

230,501 

Lumber— 

FJoortoif 

Rough  and  dressel. 
Siding 

Preservod 

39,011 

Meats       

333,07S 

Vegetables 

266.497 

Silo  stock 

15.529 

Piling 

16.886 

Calf 

Poles 

38.480 

Cattle   

Shingles             

1.850.525 

Shingle  bolts 

4,815 

Honaehold  goods 

Wool,  raw             .... 

29,  IM 

jimk T 

All  other  artlclej 

483,109 

lUnerals: 

Total 

8.553,541 

14,373,80 

Coppef 

Gold  (concentrate) 

aUOTATIOHS  FOR  SPIBITS  IS  AVSTBAUA. 

(Commercial  Attach^  I'blllp  B.   Kennedy,  Melbourne,  Australia.] 

On  account  of  the  diiBculty  of  securing  whisky  and  brandy  in 
Europe,  Australian  dealers  have  been  trying  to  secure  quotations 
from  the  United  States.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  public  houses  are 
required  to  close  at  6  p.  m.  in  South  Australia  and  New  South  Wales 
and  at  9.30  p.  m.  in  Victoria,  there  is  a  good  demand  for  supplies. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  imperial  gallon  is  the  unit  in 
Australia.  Duties  are  assessed  on  the  basis  of  imperial  gallons,  and 
quotations  to  the  trade  are  on  this  basis.  Imperial  gallons  are  ap- 
proximately 20  per  cent  greater  in  volume  than  the  standard  gallcm 
m  the  United  States.  The  spirits  test,  moreover,  in  vogue  in  Austra- 
lia is  the  Sykes  hydrometer  test,  which  is  said  to  be  different  from 
that  in  use  in  the  United  States.  American  distillers  who  make 
quotations  to  Australian  importers  should  quote  on  the  basis  of 
imperial  gallons,  Sykes  test. 

Another  point  to  remember  is  that  spirits  may  not  be  in^orted 
into  Australia  unless  they  comply  with  certain  provisions.  Whisky 
must  have  been  aged  for  two  years  in  wood.  Brandy  must  be  com- 
posed of  clear  grape. 

If  American  distillers  will  bear  these  regulations  in  mind  and 
make  out  certificates  according  to  the  form  provided  by  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department  for  the  exportation  of  spirits  (T.  D. 
1868),  difficulties  will  be  avoided. 
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AHESICAH  TBABE  BEgULTS  IH  H0BWA7. 

[Conml  Hanrlce  P.  DunUip,  Staranger,  Jul;  14.] 

Stavanger's  sugar  supply  is  usually  secured  throu^  a  Christiania, 
agent,  but  during  the  past  quarter  an  agent  here  has  bought  some 
$6,000  or  $7,000  worth  of  sugar  direct  from  the  United  States.  The 
address  was  furnished  by  this  consulate. 

There  has  been  much  interest  here  in  American  leather  and  shoes. 
The  consulate  sent  out  notices  regarding  the  recent  leather  fair  in 
Boston,  and  two  Staranger  firms  expressed  their  intention  of  hav- 
ing agents  visit  the  fair.  One  local  firm  has  disposed  of  $800  worth 
of  American  leather  and  has  ordered  $10,000  worth  in  addition. 

Trouble  with  the  Stavanger  lighting  system  last  fall  created  an 
interest  in  small  motors  to  generate  electricity.  One  firm  obtained 
a  connection  in  the  United  States  through  this  consulate  and  has 
placed  a  trial  order  for  $300  worth  of  small  gasoline  motors. 

Over  55,000  cases  of  tin  (more  than  5,0W)  tons)  have  recently 
arrived  in  Stavanger  from  the  United  States.  This  sale  was  re- 
ported in  Commerce  Kepokts  for  December  4,  1915,  but  the  quan- 
tity was  there  stated  as  "  upward  of  30,000  cases,"  valued  at  $450,000. 
Dificulties  have  delayed  tlie  receipt  of  the  goods  until  this  summer, 
but  during  the  interval  the  value  of  the  tm  has  appreciated  until 
Che  ^ipment  is  now  reckoned  as  worth  $1,100,000.  This  is  the 
first  real  cargo  of  tin  ever  received  here  from  the  United  States 
and  the  largest  ever  received  at  one  time  from  any  country.  There 
has  been  considerable  local  comment  regarding  the  arrival  of  this 
tin-laden  vessel. 


FLANS  FOB  NEW  SCHOOL  BTJILOINQS  IN  CHILE. 

In  accordance  with  the  recent  law  authorizing  the  construction  of 
new  school  buildings  in  Chile  [see  Commerce  Seports  for  May  6, 
1916],  the  President  has  opened  a  competition  for  plans  and  estimates 
for  the  construction  of  10  school  buildings,  4  to  be  located  in  Santiago, 
3  in  Valparaiso,  2  in  Concepci6n,  and  1  in  La  Serena.  With  flie 
exception  of  an  industrial  school  for  adults  in  Santiago,  which  is  to 
be  built  for  240  students,  each  of  these  schools  is  to  have  a  capacity 
of  from  500  to  1,000  pupils.  A  prize  of  1,000  pesos  ($140)  was  offered 
for  the  plans  accepted  for  each  school,  the  competition  closing  August 
3.  The  Diario  Oficial  of  July  4  states  that  all  plans  and  estimates 
should  be  presented  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  in  Santiago. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJBEATJ  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 

VISTBICT  OFFIdS.  COOPEBATITE  OFHCBS. 

raw  TOBK:  Bom  40t,  Outoakonr. 

B08TOX:  18tk  loar,  Caitoak*n«. 

OnClCOi  M4  Ptdual  Balldlaf. 

Snr.  LOCI8:  40S  Tklri  KaUoaal  Buk  ltalMla«. 

ATUUITis  fiSl  PmI  Oa««  BaUllag. 

KKW  OBLBAKS:  If  Btberala  Bask  BilUla*. 

Bin  FBliNaSCOi  t07  CattoBkowc. 

BBITTLB:  818  Etmrj  BatMtBS. 


a.ETEI.AKD:  Chambrr  of  Coameret. 
CI?iCI\XATI :  Chimbrr  of  Comnerrr. 
CINCIXSATI :  C,  N.  O.  A  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
1.08  AXUELES:  Ckunter  of  Coiiia«rcf. 
DETBOIT:  Bout  of  Commcicr. 
PHILAUKI.PDIA :  Ck*nib«r  of  Commtti*. 
rBATTANOOOA:  Koatk  Aawrlnn  Air.>Bl, 
era  Kj.  Co. 
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FOBEIGir  TBASE  OPFOBTUHITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtolned  trom  tbe  BnreaB  and  its  district  oflleea.  Reanett 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  l>c  on  n  separate  sheet  and  atmte  opportaaltT  avBiMr. 
Tbe  Bnresa  does  not  furnisb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standtnf 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Paper,  cliewing  gum,  and  vending  machinet.  No.  22127. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Latin  America  reports  that  a  business  man  la  his  district  desires 
to  receive  catalogues  and  full  descriptive  Information  of  gum-Tending  ma- 
chines, to  be  operated  by  a  coin  equal  In  size  to  the  American  dime.  Chew- 
ing gum  to  be  used  In  connection  with  these  machines  will  also  be  required. 
Samples  and  prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York  are  also  desired  on  paper  39i  Inches 
by  28  inches  In  size,  suitable  for  wrapping  bricks  of  ice  cream.  Sample 
of  the  paper  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer 
to  file  No.  78957.) 

hv)ubator»,  wagon  trucks,  etc.,  No.  22128. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
in  South  Africa  writes  that  a  firm  In  that  territory  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  Incubators,  steel  wagon  trucks  without 
boxes  of  from  4,000  to  10,000  pounds  capacity,  hand  corn  shellers,  and 
walking  corn  cultivators. 

Cottonseed  meal.  No.  22129. — A  man  in  Canada  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  his  desire  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  and  wholesale 
dealers  In  cottonseed  meal. 

Footwear,  No.  22130. — A  manufacturers'  representative  In  Italy  asks  the  Bu- 
reau to  place  him  in  touch  with  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  women's 
and  children's  shoes  and  of  high-grade  shoes  for  men. 

Rubber  stamps,  etc..  No.  22131. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  E^ast 
reports  that  a  leading  daily  newspaper  with  stationery  and  job  printing 
departments  desires  to  obtain  connections  In  the  United  States  with  dealers 
In  rubber  stamps  and  stamp  accessories. 

Machinery,  No.  22132. — A  firm  In  New  York  city  w^rltes  the  Bureau  that  Its 
office  In  France  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  quotatlotis  on  machines 
for  the  manufacture  of  penholders. 

Vehicles,  shoes,  etc..  No.  22133. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Persia  writes 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis, 
American  manufacturers  of  vehicles,  shoes,  leather  goods,  rubber  goods, 
knitted  cotton  goods,  such  as  tinderwear,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English.* 

Cotton  goods,  shoes,  etc..  No.  22134. — A  commission  agent  in  Itnssia  asks  the 
Bureau  to  place  him  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  shoes  and  cot^un  hosiery  for  women  and  children;  cotton  piece  goods, 
and  leather  purses.  Communication  Is  al!;o  desired  with  Importers  of 
seeds,  bristles,  horsehair,  mushrooms,  etc.    Ucferences. 

Water  pipes,  etc.,  No.  22135. — An  American  consular  officer  In  a  foreign  colonial 
possession  writes  that  plans  are  under  way  for  extensive  alterations  and 
renewals  to  the  water-supply  systems,  and  that  a  possible  opportunity 
exists  for  the  sale  of  the  necessary  pipe  and  fittings. 

Agency,  No.  22136. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  a  firm  In  Brazil  wishes  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  In  the  northern  cities 
of  that  country.    No  particular  line  is  specified. 

Aerial  railways.  No.  22137. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  transmits 
the  name  of  a  firm  in  his  district  which  desires  to  be  placed  in  toudi  with 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  aerial  railways. 

Offlce  furniture  and  supplies,  etc..  No.  22138. — ^A  firm  of  printers  in  France  In- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  of  its  desire  to  establish  a  branch  de- 
partment for  American-made  office  furniture  and  supplies,  filing  cabinets, 
typewriters,  and  copying  machines.  Corresjwndence  and  printed  matter 
should  tte  in  French  and  dimensions  in  the  metric  system. 

WAsnixcTON :  qotbrxubnt  pbintikg  oprtca:  ism 
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MABEETHTG  PBUIT  IN  NEW  ZEALAHD. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  June  20.] 

The  orchardists  of  this  Commonwealth  have  formed  an  associa- 
tion known  as  the  New  Zealand  Fruitgrowers'  Federation,  with 
headquarters  at  Wellington.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  annual  confer- 
ences of  members  [mention  of  the  1916  conference  was  made  in 
Ck>M>fERCE  Reports  for  June  13]  and  to  keep  headquarters  open  for 
consultations  and  meetings. 

Many  important  matters  have  already  been  taken  up  by  the  federa- 
tion, among  them  the  local  marketing  of  fruit.  After  careful  study 
the  following  points  have  been  suggested  for  increasing  the  consump- 
tion of  fruit  in  general:  (1)  High-quality  fruit;  (2)  attractive  pack- 
nge;  (3)  suitaUe-sized  imbroken  package;  (4)  standard  grades  of 
fruit;  (5)  regularity  of  supply;  (6)  prompt  delivery  of  orders;  (7) 
reasonable  and  uniform  price  to  the  consumer. 

For  local  consumption  it  is  proposed  to  put  apples  up  in  10-pound 
cardboard  packages,  and  growers  have  inquired  of  the  Auckland 
consulate  general  relative  to  machinery  for  making  these  cartons  and 
also  in  regard  to  whether  or  not  these  cartons  might  be  obtained 
from  the  United  States. 

[A  list  of  New  Zealand  fruit  growers*  associations  may  be  had  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative 
offices.    Ask  for  file  No.  78548.] 


BBAZII'S  TmXD  AmnJAL  FOTJITBT  SHOW. 

It  is  annoimced  that  a  poultry  show  will  be  held  in  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Brazil,  during  September,  and  that  great  efforts  are  being  made  to 
interest  local  fanciers  and  breeders — many  of  whom,  reports  Consul 
General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  are  using  American  brooders,  incu- 
bators, patent  foods,  and  other  supplies.  Articles  dealing  with  the 
g>ultry  show  held  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  last  year  appeared  in  Commerce 
EPOBTS  for  July  19  and  November  17, 1915. 
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FAINTS  ASH  YASNISHES  DT  THE  TEAVS7AAL 

[Consul  Edwim  M.  Ottaaaoloi,  X«kaaac*tmis,  June  20.] 

Although  there  is  a  tendency  to  increage  the  local  manufacture  of 
paints  in  the  Transvaal,  where  many  of  the  ingredients  nece^ary  for 
its  manufacture  are  to  be  found,  import  figures  reveal  the  fact  that 
the  United  States  has  a  big  market  for  its  goods.  British  paints  and 
varnishes,  however,  are  largely  favored  here,  both  on  account  of  lie 
3  per  cent  ad  valorem  reduction  from  the  customs  tariff  which  is 
given  to  British  manufactured  goods  and  because  of  the  close  rela- 
tion between  the  manufacturer  and  the  importer. 

The  values  of  the  imports  of  various  claBses  of  paints,  Tsmisjice, 
etc.,  into  South  Africa  in  1914  and  1915  were: 
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Betail  prices  of  paints  and  varnislies  are  somewhat  higher  than 
those  charged  in  the  United  States.  Imports  of  American  goods  are 
made  through  East  London,  Port  Elizabeth,  Durt)an,  and  Lourenoo 
Marques.  At  present,  most  buyers  are  paying  cash  against  documents 
in  New  York,  and  have,  in  the  past,  largely  met  payments  by  metoia 
of  sight  drafts. 

Paints  and 'varnishes  are  classified  under  item  193  (Class  VI)  of 
the  customs  tariff  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  which  assesses  an 
ad  valorem  duty  of  20  per  cent,  with  a  rebate  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
upon  goods  manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  in  reciprocating 
Britiaa  colonies. 

[A  llat  of  dealers  in  paints,  linseed  oil,  and  varnUbes  io  the  JobaooesborK 
consular  district  mny  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
(Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78994.] 


nriESEST  nr  baseball  asowiire  nr  hohbukas. 

(Consul  Walter  V.  Boylo,  Puerto  Cortes,  July  31.] 

A  noticeably  strong  interest  in  baseball  has  developed  recently  in 
the  Puerto  Cortes  district.  Hitherto  the  game  had  been  played  in  only 
one  or  two  small  American  colonies.  Contests  in  the  town  of  San 
Pedro  Sula  are  now  as  well  attended,  and  by  audiences  quite  as  en- 
thusiastic, as  would  be  the  case  with  a  town  of  equal  poptilation  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  evident  that  there  will  be  a  growisg  demand 
for  baseball  goods,  although  the  limited  population  of  the  district 
will  prevent  its  development  to  large  proportions. 
.  \A  list  of  importers  in  the  Puerto  C!ortes  district  who  wonld  b«  Ukely  to  be 
interested  in  itnportin);  basclmll  goods  may  l>c  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  it 
Forcisn  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to 
lile  No.  79171.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS.  595 

IHTEBEST  nr  AKERICAV  ULLIBEBT  IH  BBAZH. 

[CoDSiil  General  AUred  L.  M.  Oottscbalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  July  7.] 

Chances  for  the  sale  of  American  millinery  goods  in  Rio  de 
Janerio  should  be  very  ^ood,  provided  importers  are  able  to  obtain 
sufficiently  favorable  prices  to  compete  with  the  French  article  gen- 
erally sold  here. 

The  larger  dry-goods  houses  have  hat  departments,  usually  in  the 
charge  of  a  French  milliner,  and  one  or  two  French  women  have 
established  shops  in  which  hats  may  be  bought,  either  by  selection 
from  a  large  stock  of  imported  French  models  or  as  custom-made 
goods.  The  preference  seems  to  be  for  the  former  class.  Prices  vary 
at  the  smarter  shops  from  80  milreis  to  200  milreis  ($20  to  $50), 
and  in  exceptional  cases  more. 

A  thriving  business  is  done  in  hats,  as  in  gowns,  by  certain  women 
who  are  professional  buyers  and  who  visit  Europe  two  or  three 
times  a  year.  Eetuming  with  a  stock  they  take  rooms  at  some  large 
hotel  and  serve  a  private  clientele,  without  the  expense  of  renting  a 
shop  or  of  public  advertising.  Much  money  is  made  this  way,  and 
the  shops  are  naturally  bitter  against  this  trade. 

Stocks  of  Cheaper  Hats  Carried  by  Some  Stores. 

Many  smaller  dry-goods  houses  and  smaller  individual  shops  deal 
in  cheaper  millinery.  One  large  department  store  here,  it  is  stated, 
sells  very  cheap  but  attractive  French  hats  as  low  as  20  milreis  ($5). 
Ajiother  of  a  somewhat  better  class  sells  hats  at  40,  50,  and  60  milreis 
($10,  $12.50,  and  $15).  A  woman,  well  known  here  in  the  millinery 
business,  stated  to  the  American  consulate  general : 

A  good  trade  could  be  done  by  having  n  buyer  who  would  make  very  frequent 
trips  abroad  and  bring  back  large  stocks,  either  of  Individual  hats  or  of 
models.  The  chances  are  that  more  sales  could  be  made  from  a  tasteful  shop 
with  a  large  display  of  models  than  by  custom  work.  Ribbons  (both  silk  and 
velvet),  velvet  by  the  meter  (of  all  grades),  and  particularly  women's  velto, 
could  all  be  most  profitably  added  to  the  regular  stock  of  hats,  and  if  frequently 
renewed  and  well  selected  could  be  resold  here  at  enormous  profit.  All  would 
depend  on  the  tact  of  the  buyer  and  the  frequency  of  her  visits  home. 

The  market  thus  far  has  been  entirely  for  French  hats,  but  the  styles  shown 
by  the  American  fashion  papers  seem  to  me  to  be  quite  as  attractive,  particu- 
larly the  small  chic  American  hats  that  go  with  tailor-made  gowns. 

Sentiag  Plaoe  of  Snslness  a  Big  Problem. 

The  renting  of  a  place  of  business  in  Bio  de  Janeiro  is  a  big  prob- 
lem in  itself.  The  typical  French  bonnet  shop,  one  flight  up  from  the 
street,  with  a  small  workroom  behind  and  large  parlors  in  front, 
■would  be  cheaper  than  the  average  "store,"  and  perhaps  more  suc- 
cessful. .  Its  rent  ought  to  vary  &etween  700  and  900  milreis  ($175 
and  $225)  per  month,  in  a  good  location.  If  the  place  were  a  regular 
store,  on  the  ground  floor,  with  a  big  window  display  and  the  usual 
methods  of  store  advertising  (i.  e.,  catering  to  a  public  instead  of 
semiprivate  trade)  a  smaller  number  of  exfiensive  hats  might  be  sold, 
but  surely  a  greater  bulk  of  business,  all  in  all,  would  be  done.  A 
store  such  as  this  would  rent,  in  a  good  location,  at  $250  to  $375,  or 
more,  per  month. 

[A  list  of  millinery  houses  In  Rio  de  Janeiro  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  liefer  to 
file  No.  79066.1 
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CHEMICAL  FEBTIUZEBS  IH  SOUTHEKH  JXBUL 

[Coninl  Lndem  M«BiiDlo«rr,  Madras,  India,  JTiuw  14,  1916.] 

The  average  imports  into  the  Madras  Presidency  of  artificial  and 
mineral  manures,  consisting  of  superphosphates,  sulphate  of  potash, 
sulphate  of  ammonia,  etc.,  before  the  war  were  valued  at  $109,010, 
and  most  of  the  supply  was  obtained  from  Germany  and  Belgium. 
The  amount  imported  in  1915-16  was  valued  at  $42,501. 

Native  farmers  (ryots)  in  southern  India  chiefly  use  waste  wganic 
materials  for  fertilizers,  such  as  oil  cakes  of  different  kinds  and,  to 
a  less  extent,  fish  manure.  With  the  exception  of  the  planting  com- 
munity, composed  principally  of  Europeans  owning  large  estates 
where  tea,  coffee,  and  rubber  are  grown,  the  planters  in  the  Madras 
Presidency  have  little  knowledge  of  superpnosphate  manure,  and 
whatever  use  is  made  of  it  is  due  to  the  work  of  the  Government 
agricultural  authorities  and  to  the  exertions  of  the  manufacturers 
themselves  within  recent  yeai-s.  Manures  of  either  animal,  vegetable, 
or  mineral  origin  are  being  extensively  used  by  the  planters  and 
cultivators  in  southern  India,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the  rise  in  prices 
during  recent  years.  Neem  cake,  for  example,  has  increased  100  per 
cent  in  price  during  the  last  15  years. 

Chief  Crops  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  which  forms  the  principal  part 
of  south  India,  is  139,168  square  miles,  about  equal  to  the  ^ze  of 
Minnesota  and  Iowa  combined,  and  the  amount  of  land  under  culti- 
vation in  1915  was  39,090,000  acres.  The  chief  crops  are  paddy, 
cholam,  cumbu,  ragi,  cotton,  peanuts,  gingelly,  castor  seeds,  sugar 
cane,  indigo,  and  tobacco.  The  most  vsduable  of  these  are  grown  in 
wet  lands,  and  it  is  to  this  type  of  soil  that  manures  are  principally 
applied  in  this  region.  Dry  lands  receive  practically  no  manuring, 
and  in  thi  opinion  of  the  agricultural  authorities  it  is  not  probable 
that  they  will  for  several  years.  The  tendency  io  first  to  extehd  the 
productiveness  of  the  wet  and  garden  soil. 

The  manures  of  vegetable  origin  consist  of  green  manures,  oil 
cakes,  wood  ashes,  and  such  miscellaneous  manures  as  the  affluents 
from  paddy-husking  mills.  For  purposes  of  green  manuring  there 
are  used  either  the  leaves  and  twigs  of  trees  and  shrubs  found  grow- 
ing in  waste  places  or  in  the  forests,  or  special  crops,  sudi  as  kolinii 
(Tephrosia  purpurea),  sunn  hemp  {Crotalaria  juncea),  or  DaincM 
(Seshania  aculcata) .  It  has  been  round  that  a  large  amount  of  nitro- 
gen can  be  introduced  into  a  soil  by  green  manuring.  The  chief  ap- 
plication of  green  manures  is  in  paddy  cultivation,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose green  leaves  and  stems  of  erukkam  {Calotropia  gigantia)  and 
wild  indigo  (Tephrosia  purpurea),  the  leaves  of  such  trees  as  the 
rain  tree  (Pithecolohium  soman) ,  portia  [Thespesia  poptdnea),  and 
pungam  (Pungamia  glabra)  are  trampled  in  at  the  time  of  puddling, 
or  in  some  districts  special  gi'een-manuring  crops  of  the  type  of  sunn 
hemp  are  raised  for  this  purpose.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Kolair  Lake  water  weeds  are  used  as  green  manure. 
Oil-Cake  Kanures. 

The  most  important  of  the  large  variety  of  oil-cake  manuns  in 
use  throiighmit  the  Madras  Presidency  are  castor  (black  and  white), 
neem  {Mclia  azadirachta) ,  pungam  {Pungamia  glabra),  peanut,  and 
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Bafflower  cakes.  Castor  cake  is  generally  regarded  by  the  native 
fanner  as  the  best  oil  cake  for  manurial  purposes,  but  its  use,  like 
that  of  all  oil  cakes,  is  restricted  mainly  to  valuable  crops,  such  as 
paddy,  sugar  cane,  betel  vines,  etc.  White  castor  cake  (Hecinus  com- 
munis), which  contains  5.6  per  cent  nitrogen,  sells  at  $22.71  per  ton, 
while  black  castor  and  hongay  or  pungam  cake  bring  the  next  hig^hest 
prices.  Groundnut  (peanut)  cake,  in  the  districts  in  which  it  is 
raised,  has  displaced  castor  and  the  other  cakes  in  the  manuring  of 

Eaddy,  and  in  addition  it  is  used  for  feeding  bullocks  subjected  to 
ard  work.  Although  a  certain  amount  is  used  in  sugar-cane  cultiva- 
tion, there  is  a  preference  for  castor  cake,  because  the  latter  is  said  to 
be  less  easily  decomposed  and  its  effect  is  therefore  more  lasting. 

Neem  cake  is  produced  from  the  seeds  of  the  neem,  or  margosa, 
tree,  which  grows  wild  in  the  Deccan  and  is  one  of  the  principal 
sources  of  the  "  gum  gattie,"  or  "  East  India  gum,"  of  commerce. 
The  cake  is  used  largely  bjr  tea  and  coffee  planters,  thus  accounting 
for  the  large  increase  in  price  during  recent  years,  but  on  the  plains 
its  use  is  not  extensive  compared  to  other  cakes.  Experiments 
carried  out  on  the  Government  farms  show  that  oil  cakes  are  efficient 
manures  for  paddy,  but  that  the  same  effect  can  be  obtained  in  a 
cheaper  manner  by  green  manuring. 

The  ashes  of  plants  or  parts  of  plants  are  available  in  several  parts 
of  south  India,  and  are  used  as  manures,  particularly  ashes  froin 
cane  trash,  cotton-stalk  ash,  and  ashes  from  paddy  husks.  In  cer- 
tain places  the  refuse  of  indigo  vats  is  used  as  a  manure,  and  among 
the  miscellaneous  manures  of  vegetable  origin  may  be  mentioned  the 
effluent  water  from  rice  mills,  a  Uquid  containing  a  large  proportion 
of  nitrogenous  matter  as  well  as  soluble  phosphates  and  potash,  and, 
consequently,  well  suited  for  irrigation.  It  was  used  on  sugar  cane 
at  Samalkota  with  excellent  results. 

Bone  Heal  and  Fish  Manure. 

Among  the  manures  of  purely  animal  origin  the  most  important 
from  the  point  of  view  of  Indian  agriculture  are  bones  and  fish 
manure,  because  of  the  large  export  trade  in  them.  The  Government 
is  making  every  effort  to  popularize  them  locally,  however,  and  to 
prevent  meir  exportation.  A  factory  in  Madras  manufactures  and 
sells  bone  meal  containing  about  23  per  cent  phosphoric  acid  and  4 
per  cent  nitrogen,  and  the  product  is  becoming  popular  with  wet-land 
cultivators.  The  price  is  $21.09  per  ton,  contammg3|  to  4  per  cent 
nitrogen  and  22  per  cent  phosphoric  acid  (PjOj).  The  same  factory 
converts  the  bones  and  also  bone  charcoal  from  sugar  refineries  into 
a  saperphosphate  containing  from  16  to  17  per  cent  phosphoric  acid, 
of  wnicn  about  15  per  cent  is  water  soluble.  This  manure  is  used  on 
the  European  estates,  but  is  not  commonly  used  by  the  natives, 
althoQgh  considered  suitable  for  swamp  paddy.  Fish  manure  at 
present  finds  a  fairly  extensive  application  in  many  districts  within 
easy  reach  of  the  coast,  and  particularly  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
Preadency.  As  usually  prepared,  the  fish  and  offal  are  merely  dried 
upon  the  shore,  and  in  consequence  the  quality  of  the  product  varies 
considerably  according  to  the  amount  of  sand  it  contains.  Owing 
to  the  improvement  of  the  fish-curing  industry  in  the  Presidency, 
the  oil  is  now  removed  from  fish,  and  the  product,  sold  as  fish  gunm, 
is  of  good  quality  and  commands  a  fairly  high  price.    Mixwf  with 
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wood  ashes  fish  manure  gives  eood  results  with  sugar  cane  and 
pepper.  On  irrigated  cholam  andragi  it  has  proved  somewhat  better 
than  cake. 

Kineral  Kanores. 

The  number  of  mineral  manures  is  very  limited.  Nitrate  of  pot- 
ash is  available  in  many  places,  and  when  purified,  is  used  to  a  fair 
extent  by  the  planters,  but  the  native  fanner  seldom,  if  ever,  em- 
ploys it.  Mineral  phosphates  are  found  in  the  Trichinopoly  district 
in  the  form  of  nodules  distributed  through  clay  beds.  Investigations 
.  show  that  they  are  impure,  and  contain  only  about  56  per  cent  of 
tricalcic  phosphate,  and  so  far  all  attempts  to  utilize  them  com- 
mercialy  have  failed.  Calcium  carbonate  is  available  all  along  the 
coast  in  the  form  of  shells  and  as  limestone  in  the  ceded  districts. 
The  carbonate  or  burnt  or  slacked  lime,  however,  is  not  used  to  any 
extent  by  the  natives,  but,  at  the  instance  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  lime  dressing  of  fields  where  the  soil  is  deficient  in  lime 
is  oeing  encouraged. 

So  far,  with  the  exoeption  of  experi  mental  areas,  the  application 
of  superphosphate  has  been  restrict  to  paddy,  and  it  is  expected 
that  m  a  few  years  this  crop  wUl  consume  a  very  large  m-oportion 
of  the  superphosphate  manufactured  in  southern  India.  £very  ex- 
periment has  shown  that  superphosphate  has  a  strong  effed:  on  the 
growth  of  paddy  even  in  comparatively  small  doses,  in  the  case  of 
an  experiment  at  Coimbatore  the  use  of  1  hundred weij^ht  (112 
pounds)  of  sulphate  of  potash  and  2  hundredweights  of  superpnos- 
phate  per  acre  on  green-manured  land  gave  an  increase  in  the  yield 
of  gram  amounting  to  83  per  cent  more  than  was  obtained  on  a  cor- 
responding area  dressed  with  green  manure  and  potash  only,  and 
the  yield  in  straw  was  considerably  higher.  With  cottcm  the  results 
of  the  experiments  are  stated  to  have  been  disappointing,  and  no  in- 
creased yields  were  obtained.  In  general,  however,  the  use  of  super- 
phosphates for  those  crops  for  which  it  has  been  found  suitable  is 
extending.  Saltpeter  is  uttle  used  except  by  European  planters,  and 
on  wet  ud  garden  lands  it  is  not  believed  that  its  use  will  become 
extensiye. 

[A  list  of  Importers  and  tnannfactarera  of  fertilizers  in  southern  India,  sub- 
mitted In  oonaectlon  with  th«  above  report,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Borean  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  CkHnmerce  or  its  bcancii  and  eooperatlve  offices.  Befer 
to  file  No.  78668.] 

PBOFOSED  2AIIWAT  WOULD  SERVE  SFAOT'S  FABM8. 

tConral  Bobertaon  Haatj,  Usdrid,  Jnir  10.] 

As  a  result  of  the  high  prices  of  foodstuffs  in  Madrid,  and  other 
recent  developments,  meetings  have  been  held,  culminating  to-day  in 
a  gathering  which  took  up  the  question  of  establishing  a  railway  be- 
tween Madrid  and  various  points  in  the  agricultural  district  within 
a  radius  of  about  30  miles  from  the  capital  The  gathering  had  a 
semiofficial  character  and  was  attended  by  various  senators,  c^puties, 
and  other  prominent  persons.  Americans  interested  in  this  proposed 
railway  and  its  construction  should  communicate  with  the  presidoit 
of  the  committee  in  chaige. — Excmo.  Sr.  D.  Alfonso  Diaz  Agero, 
Senador  del  Keino,  Madrid,  Spain. 
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USE  07  PEPsnr  or  cheese  maeiho. 

[Conaul  G.  B.  Taggart,  Cornwall,  Ontario,  Canada,  Ang.  5.] 

Further  deyelopments  in  the  use,  in  the  Cornwall  district,  of  pep- 
sin as  a  substitute  for  rennet  in  cheese  making,  notice  of  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Commerce  Reports  for  July  17,  1916,  are  set  forth  m 
the  following  quotations  from  statements  published  by  the  Canadian 
Department  of  Agriculture  at  Ottawa : 

Tests  have  been  conducted  at  the  Finch  dairy  station  [Finch,  Ontario,  Is  In 
the  Cornwall  consular  district]  with  a  view  to  determining  If  pepsin  may  be 
safely  used  as  a  temporary  substitute  or  partial  substitute  for  rennet  Several 
cheeses  were  made  ♦  •  •  using  pepsin  as  a  coagulant.  These  were  ex- 
amined on  June  7  by  the  experts  of  the  dairy  division.  In  each  test  there 
were  two  cheeses  made,  one  of  which  was  set  with  rennet  and  the  other  with 
pepsin.  In  every  case  but  one  the  Judges  awarded  first  place  to  the  cheese 
made  with  rennet,  but  the  difference  was  very  slight  and  chiefly  In  the  matter 
of  texture.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion,  however,  that  It  would  be  safe  to 
recommend  the  use  of  pepsin  In  cases  where  no  rennet  could  be  obtained,  but 
to  eke  out  a  limited  supply  by  using  a  mixture  of  rennet  and  pepsin.  Prof. 
Dean  reported  that  tests  made  at  Ouelph,  la  which  a  mixture  of  rennet  and 
pepsin  was  used,  gave  rather  better  results  than  pepsin  alone.  This  practice 
is  recommended  where  It  Is  possible. 

During  the  week  ending  May  27,  1916,  several  experimental  lots  of  cheese 
were  made  at  the  Finch  dairy  station  from  mixed  milk,  divided  Into  two  vats, 
one  of  which  was  set  with  pepsin  and  the  other  with  rennet  extracts.  These 
cheeses  are  still  on  hand  in  the  curing  room  (Ang.  1,  1916),  and  no  difference 
can  be  found  In  their  flavor.  Any  statements  to  the  effect  that  cheese  made 
with  pepsin  Is  Inferior  to  cheese  made  with  rennet  extracts  are  absolutely  un- 
founded, provided,  of  course,  the  pepsin  is  of  good  quality  and  is  properly 
used.  There  are  different  forms  and  strengths  of  pepsin  being  offered  at  the 
present  time  and  cheese  makers  should  be  careful  not  to  use  anything  which 
has  not  been  carefully  tested  and  proved  to  be  suitable  for  the  purpose  by  some 
disinterested  and  competent  person.  Pepsin  is  now  being  used  at  the  Finch 
dairy  station  and  its  use  there  will  t>e  continued  until  we  can  purchase  rennet 
extract  at  no  more  than  $5  per  gallon. 


STUDY  OF  HTDBOELECTSIC  SITES  IN  CHILE. 

[Conaol  General  L.  3.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  July  18.1 

By  decree  of  July  1,  1916  (Ministry  of  Industry  and  Public 
Works) ,  an  honorary  commission  was  appointed  to  make  a  study  of 
the  water  power  available  in  Chile  for  the  purpose  of  hydroelectric 
development.  The  committee  named  is  as  follows:  Seiior  Arturo  E. 
Salazar,  Seiior  Bafael  Edwards  S.,  Seiior  Horacio  Valdes  C,  and 
Seiior  Abraham  Guzman  B. 

The  addresses  of  the  above-named  gentlemen  are:  Escuela  de  In- 
genieria  de  la  Universidad  de  Chile,  Santiago;  Calle  Agustinas, 
1170,  Santiago;  Chacra  Subercaseaux,  Santiago;  and  Calle  Bandera, 
198,  Santiago,  respectively. 

The  local  press,  m  commenting  approvingly  on  the  appointment  of 
a  cwnmittee  for  the  above  purpose,  quote  the  estimate  of  Prof.  Don 
Arturo  E.  Salazar,  of  the  University  of  Chile,  that  proper  hydro- 
electric development  in  Chile  would  reduce  the  cost  of  electricity  for 
the  small  consumer  for  commercial  purposes  from  the  present  price 
of  70  centavos  gold  ($0^255  United  States  currency)  to  3  centavos 
gold  ($0.01095). 
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SCABCIfT  OF  lAia,  rV  AOtETOV  OOimTBIBS. 

[CoDsal  tieneral  Alfred  L.  M.  Gotts<diaJk,  Sio  de  Jaselio,  BraiH,  Jaly  15.1 
Govenuneat  Kay  Talce  Aetion  to  Selieve  XrazUian  Situattoa. 

The  scarcity  of  paper,  And  pftrtioalaaiy  ■ot  Bew»-p«nt  paper,  m 
Bio  de  Jaxteiro  is  still  a  serious  mvbber.  While  stocks  ha,ve  beat  re- 
plenished, ihire  are  signs  that  anodi«r  crisis  is  approsdm^.  Tim 
Jomal  do  Commercio,  the  leading  daily  pa|)er  of  ana  city,  is  «a 
editorial  oa  July  7,  seriously  proposed  that  unless  the  ^^razilian 
Congress  fiaw  fit  to  reduce  the  unport  duties  on  news-print  paper  for  a 
time,  all  tiie  news^pers  of  the  country  shooftd  b^in  to  ^iminate 
nettc  that  was  supernuous  and  print  smaller  daily  editions  so  as  to 
save  paper. 

The  matter  has  attracted  wideqH«ad  attention,  perlM^  on  acoowri; 
of  the  impressicm  that  importers  usually  profit  l^  a  0(»reity  <m  Ifae 
local  marKet  to  make  exortritant  demands  fca-  "what  liStocks  <^y  may 
have  on  hand.  Althoiigh  the  serious  situation  now  confronting  w 
country  has  been  looming  up  thi«a4<eiiing|y  for  «  long  tuae  past,  bo 
«ffort  seems  to  have  been  made  to  save  paper  or  to  ooUeict  waste  pi^per 
and  rags,  as  in  the  United  States. 

Senhor  Dunshee  de  Abrantee^  of  the  Bnudlian  CSiambef  of  Depu- 
ties, hiisself  a  man  familiar  with  jonmaiism  and  the  needs  of  tlw 
paper  trade,  has  already  presented  to  Gamsteas  a,  piH^osed  anaeetd- 
ment  to  the  forthcoming  budget  law,  provimng  ttoA  imported  paper 
disil  ^y  no  duty  and  only  the  expediente  tax  on  entering  the  ooniotry. 
I  am  informed  that  the  measure  is  popular.  It  would  be  well  £or 
Anierknn  paper  manufacturers  to  profit  by  the  situation. 

{Cennil  GemnU  -Carl  Bailer  Bsrst,  taroeiona,  Spala.  Jxm%  27.] 
BpasUh  Oonrenmiettt  Askefl  to  fleck  ftemeAy. 

The  scarcity  of  paper  in  Spain  has  caused  some  anxiety,  and  rep- 
resentatives of  Spanish  publishers,  printers,  and  manufacturers  of 
paper  and  cardboard  have  inf<}T3ned  the  Government  of  their  will- 
ingness to  postpone  filling  export  orders  until  after  the  domestic 
demand  for  their  products  has  been  fully  met.  They  also  expressed 
a  desire  that  the  Grovernment  fix  prioes  and  ocmduions  to  coirtrol 
the  export  of  raw  materials  used  in  paper  manufacture.  Accord- 
ingly, a  royal  order,  publisiied  June  15,  1916,  appointed  a  commis- 
sion, a  representative  of  the  Government  presiding,  formed  of  three 
delegates  chosen  from  each  interested  group,  namely,  paper  mana- 
facturers,  newspaper  publishers,  and  those  engaged  in  bookmaking 
arts. 

This  commission  is  to  pass  on  all  complaints  formulated,  pro- 
posing, if  necessary,  such  methods  as  it  judges  <M)portune  with  re- 
spect to  the  export  of  paper  and  unmanufactured  cardboard.  The 
customhouse  autliorities  must  submit  to  this  commission  a  sample  of 
eA'ery  class  of  paper  or  cardboard  exported,  accompanied  by  a  ^te- 
ment  as  to  its  tariff  classification,  tlie  quantity  exported,  as  origin, 
and  tiie  name  of  the  exporter. 

I«per  Kaken  Enploy  Cktefly  Wood  PuJp. 

The  paper-making  interest  in  Spain  employs  diiefly  w«od  pulp, 
and  its  price  has  increased  about  85  per  cent  since  iae  w*r  begu. 
Imports  of  wood  pulp  in  1913  amounted  to  61,000  metric  tons  of 
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2^04.6  pounds  each ;  in  1914  to  40,000  tons,  and  in  1915  to  50,000 
tons.  More  than  half  of  this  supply  comes  from  Sweden;  other 
sources  are  Grermany  and  Norway. 

Wood  pulp  and  logs  for  making  pulp  coming  from  foreign 
countries  were  exempted  from  the  transport  tax  in  March  last,  and 
an  export  duty  of  18  pesetas  gold  per  100  kilograms  ($1.58  per  100 
pounds)  levied  on  endless  paper  weighing  from  41  to  50  grams  per 
square  meter  and  containing  mechanical  pulp. 

£ffarts  are  being  made  to  stimulate  the  cultivation  of  the  black 
pmlar  in  Spain,  with  the  object  of  devoting  the  wood  to  paper 
making.  In  this  coime<^on,  the  Sociedad  Papelera  Espaiiola  has  an- 
nounced that  it  will  buy  all  tlie  healthy  black  poplar  wood  in  green 
sUte,  with  bark,  at  from  IS  to  28  p«»t«8  ($3.47  to  $4.44)  per  metric 
ton.  TTie  wood  t^all  be  in  pieces  ot  from  1^  to  6^  feet  in  length,  with 
a  diameter  of  not  less  than  4  inches. 

[Consul  PerciTBl  Ocuett,  Ualaga,  Spain,  July  IS.} 
Tw*  Cwvaatet  TanUtk  faper  BaMMiet. 

Uflerg  of  news-print  paper  in  Malaga  are  accustomed  to  getting 
their  supplies  from  two  Spani^  paper  companies,  La  Papelera 
£^afiola  at  Bilbao,  or  La  Salvadora  at  Tolosa,  having  special  con- 
tracts by  which  they  agree  not  to  import  foreign  paper,  and  in  return 
for  which  they  are  graated  especially  low  prices,  which  are  not  to  be 
divulged.  The  price  now  being  paid,  I  am  reliably  informed,  is  65 
pesetas  per  100  kilos,  placed  in  Malaga  free  of  all  cost.  Ai  the  present 
rate  of  exchange  (about  5  pesetas  to  the  dollar)  this  is  equivalent  to 
$13  for  220  pounds.  There  is  a  market,  although  not  a  very  large 
one,  for  news-print  paper  here,  if  this  price  can  oe  met.  Interest  is 
displayed  also  on  the  part  of  stationers  in  the  prices  of  American 
writing  and  wrapping  papers.  Manufacturers  in  the  United  States 
are  advised  to  make  quotations  c  i.  f.  Malaga,  if  possible,  in  prefer- 
ence to  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The  usual  terms  of  2  per  cent  cash  in  80 
days|  net  90  days  frran  receipt  of  documents  and  acceptance  of  drafts. 

It  would  pay  American  exporters  to  appoint  a  reliable  general 
agent  for  Spain,  in  Barcelona  or  Madrid,  and  kt  him  establi^  sub- 
agents  in  different  citi^  with  stocks  on  hand  ready  to  supply  any 
naers,  rather  than  to  attempt  to  deal  direct  with  small  purchasers  in 
each  city.  This  plan,  of  course,  is  more  costly  in  the  beginning,  but 
it  will  pay  better  in  the  end,  provided  the  prices  of  European  com- 
petitors can  be  met  after  the  war. 


Awtralian  Ctoverameat  fieqoisitions  Rabbit  Sana. 

The  fact  that  the  Australian  Government  is  now  requisitioning  that 
Commonwealth's  supply  of  rabbit  skins  should  be  of  interest  to 
American  importei's.  since  shipments  of  such  skins  have  recently  been 
made  to  the  Hatters  Fur  Exchange,  in  New  York.  According  to  the 
Melbourne  Age,  the  prices  that  will  be  paid  by  the  Government 
agents  for  rabbit  skins  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  military  hats 
are:  First  winter  skins,  "sleeved,"  40  cents  per  pound;  first  winter 
ddaSj  "butchered"  or  "slippered,"  3G.5  cents;  second  winter  and 
first  incoming,  "sleeved,"  36.5  cents;  second  winter  and  first  incom- 
ing, "  butchered  "  or  "  slippered,"  32  cents. 
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BBITISH  OiriAirA  DEVELOPS  BATTXITE  FB0JECT8. 

[Consul  Ocorge  E.  Cbamberlln,  Georgetown,  June  26.] 

Deposits  of  bauxite  in  British  Guiana,  according  to  information 
obtained  frcm  the  Government,  include  the  following,  in  addition 
to  those  already  reported : 

1.  A  substantial  tlejwsit  in  the  northwest  district  of  tlie  colony  on  the  Tarl- 
klta  River,  southwest  of  its  junction  with  the  Amakura  River,  about  28  miles 
from  the  coast  at  the  inouth  of  the  Walnl  River. 

2.  A  deposit  on  the  Arawari  River,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  E<ssequibo  River, 
on  the  west  side,  near  Its  mouth.  This  is  fairly  convenient  for  water  trans- 
portation. 

3.  A  deposit  on  the  Ituna  Creek,  off  the  Berbice  River,  In  the  direction  of  the 
Kwltaro  River,  a  branch  of  the  Demerara  River.  The  mineral  from  this  de- 
posit would  have  to  be  taken  overland  to  the  Demerara  or  Berbice  Rivers.  Ves- 
sels of  16i  feet  draft  can  ascend  the  Demerara  River  as  fjir  as  Wismar,  but 
above  this  point  barges  would  have  to  be  used. 

All  of  these  are  on  Crown  lands,  but  no  Government  survey  has 
been  made  of  the  deposits ;  consequently  their  extent  is  not  known,  al- 
though it  is  believed  that  mining  interests  have  explored  the  Ara- 
wari and  Ituna  deposits.  The  one  on  the  Yarikita  Biver  is  believed 
to  cover  a  considerable  area,  probably  extending  into  Venezuela,  but 
unless  the  Ajnakura  Biver  is  lound  to  be  navigable  for  barges,  trans- 
portation to  the  coast  would  be  difficult. 
Extent  of  Known  Deposits — Oovenuaent  Kequlrementt. 

From  the  location  of  the  known  deposits  it  would  appear  that 
bauxite  exists  in  a  strip  of  territory  extending  from  the  junction  of 
the  Yarikita  and  Amakura  Bivers  across  British  and  Dutch  Guiana 
and  probably  into  French  Guiana.  The  quality  of  the  deposits 
around  Wismar  is  believed  to  be  equal  to  that  found  in  the  United 
States  and  France. 

A  letter  from  the  commissioner  of  lands  and  mines  to  an  interested 
inquirer  has  appeared  in  the  local  press.    He  stated,  in  part : 

There  ore  at  present  no  existing  regulations  regarding  the  quarrytng  of 
bauxite,  but  It  has  been  decided  that  the  form  of  title,  If  Issued,  would  be  a  lease 
to  quarry  bauxite.  The  area  to  be  comprised  In  any  one  lease  Is  500  acres.  No 
applications  are  likely  to  be  approved  until  the  terms  on  which  land  Is  to  be 
leased  for  mining  bauxite  are  settled  by  the  Government  There  Is,  howevo', 
no  reason  why  applications  for  leases  to  quarry  bauxite  may  not  be  made  now 
by  handing  In  such  applications  at  this  department  with  the  filing  fee  of  $5 
on  each  application. 

A  lease  which  has  been  drawn  up  for  bauxite  lands,  but  which  has 
not  yet  been  accepted  by  the  Government,  provides  that  the  lessees 
shall  pay  yearly  in  advance,  without  demand,  on  the  1st  day  of 
'January  in  each  year  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  a  certain  annual 
rent  of  20  cents  per  acre  or  part  of  an  acre,  and  shall,  in  addition,  pay 
a  royalty  of  10  cents  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  for  all  bauxite  obtained 
from  the  lands  and  exported  from  the  colony,  and  the  minimum 
.quantity  of  bauxite  upon  which,  whether  exported  or  not,  royalty 
shall  be  payable  each  year  shall  be  the  total  reached  by  takinjg  5  tons 
for  each  acre  of  the  lands.  The  payment  under  this  provision  on 
account  of  the  first  year  of  the  lease  may  be  deferred  until  not  later 
than  the  fifth  year  and  the  payment  on  account  of  any  other  year  of 
the  lease  must  be  made  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  January  in  the 
following  year.  Minimum  royalty  payments  may  be  averaged  over 
five-year  periods. 
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AppUeatloss  Seld  PeaAlatr  OoTeniKtHt  Seoiiion. 

It  is  understood  that  several  applications  ha%e  been  filed  with 
the  Department  of  Lands  and  Mines  for  the  lease  of  Crown  lands 
containing  bauxite,  but  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  regarding 
them  and  they  are  being  held  pending  the  decision  of  the  British 
Government. 

An  article  conoemiag  bauxite  has  appeared  in  the  Daily  Argosy, 
of  G^rgetown.    It  stated ; 

The  recent  investlcatlona  made  in  this  colony  by  corporations  liit«reflt«d  In 
bauxite  hnve  directed  local  attention  to  tlie  possibilities  of  another  remunera- 
tive Industry.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  two  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  Bauxite  that  could  be  obtained  in  the  colony  were  Inspected,  to- 
gether with  a  specimen  of  Iron  we.  Theae  specimens,  which  were  favorably 
commented  upon  by  all  present,  were  found  by  Government  officers  at  Aruka, 
Mornwhanna,  which  is  recognized  ns  containing  large  quantities  of  both  iron 
ore  and  bauxite,  only  awaiting  the  exploratl(M>s  of  capitalists. 

An  article  on  bauxite  in  British  and  Dutch  Guiana  appeared  in 
CoBCHEKCE  Eeports  fof  July  8, 1916.  Mineral  production  m  British 
Guiana  was  described  in  the  issues  of  March  17,  1915,  and  January 
3, 1916.  

CAHABA'S  8ECOH3)  TOT  FAIB. 

[CoBiinl  Fred  C.  Slatw,  Barnla,  Ontario,  Ang.  S.] 

Canada  is  alert  to  utilizing  present  opportunities  for  producing  at 
home,  as  far  as  possible,  many  commodities  heretofore  imported. 
By  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  the  war  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
supplying  the  usual  demand  for  toys.  The  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Commerce,  on  investigation,  found  that  here  and  there  the  making 
of  toys  had  been  taken  up  in  a  small  way.  A  toy  exhibition  was  ac- 
cordingly arranged  under  Government-  auspices,  and  was  held  in 
Toronto  last  spring.  [See  Commerce  Eepoets  for  Apr.  5,  1916.] 
Forty-nine  Canadian  manufacturers  had  displays,  and  the  number 
of  toys  on  exhibition  approached  20,000.  Among  these,  however, 
■were  German,  Japanese,  and  American  toys  procured  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  success  of  this  spring  fair  created  such  a  favorable  impression 
that  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  another  in  connection  with  the 
Toronto  Exhibition  from  August  26  to  September  11.  In  addition 
to  those  who  exhibited  at  the  first  fair,  a  number  of  new  Canadian 
toy  manufacturers  will  be  represented.  During  the  year  preceding 
the  war  Canada  imported  $1,039,002  worth  of  toysj  of  which  $581,009 
worth  came  from  Germany,  $293,977  from  the  United  States,  $91,588 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  $33,214  from  France,  and  $26,243  from 
Japan. 

[As  of  Interest  in  this  connection  see  tlie  articles  on  the  Canadian  toy  trade 
In  CouuEBCE  Rkpobts  for  Apr.  21  and  Sept  11,  1915,  and  Mar.  16,  May  13, 
and  June  16,  1916.] 

Fftoifio  Halibut  Catch  in  Jane. 

During  June  there  were  landed  at  the  three  British  Columbia  ports 
of  Vancouver,  Prince  Rupert,  and  Steveston  2,658,000  pounds  of 
halibut — 363,000  pounds  less,  reports  Vice  Consul  (i,  C  Woodward, 
than  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1915.  At  Ketchikan,  Alaska, 
537,000  pounds  were  landed,  while  Seattle,  Was!i.,  meived  1,710,235 
pounds. 
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TBAOE  FBOUOTION  BT  CAHADIAH  FOBESTBT  BRAKCH. 

[Vice  Consul  B.  M.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  Britiah  Colombia,  Aug.  6.] 

Energetic  work  is  being  done  by  the  Forestry  Branch  of  the  Brit- 
ish  Columbia  Government  to  develop  an  orffiinized  method  for 
extending  the  export  trade  in  lumber  from  this  Province.  The  chief 
forester  was  appointed  trade  commissioner  of  the  Dominion  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Commerce  and  for  a  year  has  been  traveling  to  all 
parts  of  the  world  with  the  view  of  establishing  trade  outlets  for 
British  Columbia  mill  products  and  of  furnishing  insight,  through 
personal  knowledge,  into  the  special  requirements  of  different 
markets. 

Publicity  Propaganda — Trade  Conunissioner's  Views. 

The  Department  of  Lands  has  started  publicity  work  to  secure  an 
enlarged  domestic  and  foreign  market  for  lumber  products.  Promo- 
tion offices  and  exhibits  have  been  installed  at  industrial  centers  and 
various  bulletins  are  being  issued.  The  "  Farm  Building  Series  "  is 
written  for  the  prairie  farmer  and  gives  detailed  instructions  as  to 
plan,  dimensions,  quantities,  etc.,  to  encourage  the  use  of  lumber.  A 
second  series,  called  the  Timber  Series,  discusses  British  Columbia 
woods,  their  uses  and  proper  handling,  e.  g.,  how  to  finish  British 
Columbia  woods,  boxwoods,  tie  timber,  dimension  timber,  red  cedar, 
shingles,  western  larch,  and  Douglas  fir.  A  third  series  appears 
under  the  title  "  Market  Bulletins.  This  series  is  to  keep  the  log- 
gers, mills,  and  trade  informed  of  market  conditions  at  nome  and 
abroad. 

The  special  trade  commissioner,  who  has  just  returned  from  his 
travels,  states  that  the  British  Columbia  mills  must  cooperate  in 
order  to  be  in  position  to  meet  on  a  competitive  basis  the  prices  of 
United  States  mills,  which  virtually  control  the  whole  lumber  ex- 
port business  of  this  coast.  The  conmiissioner  reports  a  strong  dis- 
position within  British  territory  to  confine  the  lumber  purchases 
within  the  Empire,  but  lumber  users  expect  that  this  inter-Imperial 
trade  shall  be  done  on  a  business  basis j  that  is,  the  British  Columbia 
exporters  must  give  a  competitive  price,  must  fill  orders  according 
to  the  specifications,  and  must  supply  the  quality  that  is  being  paid 
for.  The  commissioner  also  reports  that  British  Columbia  lumber  is 
not  widely  known,  and  that  by  far  the  greater  nroportion  of  the  lum- 
ber exports  of  British  Columbia  is  shipped  through  United  States 
firms,  billed  as  American  lumber. 
To  Overcome  SUp  Shortage. 

The  commissioner  states  that  the  lumber  exporters  in  the  United 
States  have  control  of  all  ship  tonnage  available  for  lumber  cargoes 
on  this  coast,  which  forces  such  British  Columbia  lumber  as  b  ex- 
ported to  pass  through  American  hands.  Formerly  lumber  was 
shipped  via  sailing  vessels  and  the  mills  hei*e  could  take  the  risk  of 
chartering  vessels  of  this  class.  Most  of  the  business  at  present  is 
done  by  steamers  operating  by  trip  or  time  charter  and  carrying 
large  shipments  each  trip. 

To  overcome  the  lack  of  ocean  tonnage  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, during  the  year  1916,  passed  the  "  British  Columbia  shipping 
act "  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Mar.  14  and  June  16, 1916.]  The 
.purpose  of  this  act  is  to  secure  the  construction  of  25  vessels  which 
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shall  be  bound  by  contract  to  so  arrange  their  voyages  and  charters 
that  on  each  outward  voyage  the  cargo  will  consist  of  Briti^  Colum- 
bia products.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  Cameron  Genoa 
Mills  Shipbuilding  Co.  has  been  incorporated  and  its  plant  is  now 
under  construction  in  Victoria.  The  Vancouver  Island  Marine 
(Ltd.)  has  been  incorporated  with  head  offices  in  Victoria,  and  it  is 
reported  that  the  Wallace  Ship  Yards  of  Vancouver  have  accepted 
contracts  for  three  ships  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 


HASEET  FOE  AHESICAN  FLOUU  IN  JAltAICA. 

[Consul  Koss  Ilazeltine,  Port  Antonio,  Jaly  23.] 

Jamaica  offers  an  excellent  market  for  American  flour.  During 
1915  flour  was  imported  to  the  value  of  $1,364,770,  of  which  $1,335,444 
came  from  the  United  States,  $26,224  from  Canada,  and  $3,102  from 
Italy.  Quantities  and  values  of  imports  during  the  past  six  years  in 
barrels  of  196  pounds  each,  have  ueen :  For  1914,  24B,993  barrels, 
$1,302,601;  for  1915.  224.353  barrels,  $1,364,770;  average  for  preced- 
iiag  four  years,  277,308  barrels,  $1,445,234. 

The  grades  and  prices  of  flour  vary  greatly.  The  average  price 
for  a  good  grade  of  flour  may  be  placed  at  $6  per  bag  of  196  pounds. 
This  grade  is  sold  at  $8.75  per  bag  and  retailed  at  5  cents  per 
pound.  Tlie  officially  calculated  value,  according  to  the  customs,  was 
$6.08  per  196  pounds  in  1915,  as  against  $5.23  in  1914. 

The  usual  terms  are  draft  at  sight,  30  to  90  days,  or  24  per  cent  off 
for  cash.  American  exporters  need  not  concern  theniselves  with  the 
local  import  duty,  as  prices  are  uniformly  quoted  the  trade  f.  o.  b. 
vessel,  New  York.  As  a  matter  of  information,  it  may  be  stated  that 
the  local  import  dutv  is  specific  and  amounts  to  8s.  ($1.95)  per  bar- 
rel of  196  pounds.  The  unit  of  quantity  is  given  as  a  barrel,  but  all 
flour  is  imported  in  bags  weighing  196  pounds. 

Bags  are  usually  marked  with  the  trade-marks  of  the  manufac- 
turers, with  the  initials,  names,  or  private  marks  of  the  local  selling 
agents.    It  is  advisable  to  have  the  trade-mark  registered  in  Jamaica. 


OTHCES  OF  THE  BTTBEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  ATTD  DOMESTIC  COIOIEBCE. 
Dimmer  omcES.  coopoutive  ofhces. 


HB1T  TORK:  Boom  409,  Cnitonkoaif. 

BOCTOX:  18U  Boor,  C»to>ho»«. 

OUCidO:  t04  reitn\  ItalldlnK. 

91.  LOCISi  40t  TkM  TltUoaal  Bnak  BalMlnir. 

kltJiSTX:  6S1  Pmt  Ofllco  Bnllding. 

HIW  OKLEANS:  I«SO  Hlbtrnla  Bank  Balldlng. 

■iN  PBARC18C0:  807  faiUnikeaar. 

BtkTnM:  848  HMtr;  IlalMlaf. 


CLETEI.A\B:  Chamber  of  Commeicf. 
aNCIXXATI:  CUatkcr  of  CawDMw. 
C»'ax>-ATI:  C,  H.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  A\«ELES:  Ckaabn  of  Coaucree. 
JtETBOIT:  Board  of  Coamrref. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  or  Coauacrce. 
CHATTAXOOOA:  8oath  Amrrlraa  Afeat,  Soath- 
m  Vj.  C*. 


Arrivals  of  American  coal  at  Rio  de  Jaheiro,  Brazil,  for  June,  1916, 
amounted  to  76,180  tons,  compared  with  53,629  tons  in  the  corre- 
qwnding  month  of  last  year.  Imports  of  British  coal  dropped  from 
29,667  to  7,671  tons.  Imports  of  coal  for  June  were  83,296  tons  in 
1915  and  83,851  in  1916.  Tliese  figures  were  reported  by  Consul 
General  Gottschalk. 
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FBOPOSALS  FOS  GOVEBNMEHT  SUPPLIES  AHD  COHSTSTTCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifications  can  nsoallj 
he  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  la  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  tbtj 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailinK  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  cailing  tor 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Bodies  for  radio  tractors,  No.  3495. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Chief  Signal  OflBcer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
Augrust  22,  1910,  for  furnishing  10  bodies  for  radio  tractors.  FurUier  in- 
formation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

Docking  and  repairing.  No.  3490. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Portland,  Me.,  until  September  18,  1916,  for  docldng 
and  repairing  the  lighthouse  tender  Zizania.  Further  information  may  l>e 
had  on  application  to  the  Portland  office. 

Medical  supplies,  etc..  No.  3497. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medi- 
cal Supply  Depot,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  Yorlc,  N.  Y.,  until  August  19, 
1916,  for  furnishing  ammonia  bromide,  dropping  bottles,  bone-cutting  for- 
ceps, needle,  holders,  needles,  metal  tubes,  trunnion  carriers,  glass  funnels, 
rubber  cushions,  gates  for  farm  and  poultry  yard,  ovens,  rubber  caps, 
trocars,  etc.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  tlie  Medical 
Supply  Depot. 

Subsistence  supplies,  No.  3498. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  General 
Depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  115  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  111., 
until  August  18,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or  before  Septemba' 
5,  1916,  about  20,000  pounds  of  issue  lard;  960  cans  of  breakfast  bacon; 
3,600  cans  of  sliced  beef ;  9,500  pounds  of  sugar-cured  ham ;  2,400  cans  of 
sales  lard ;  9,600  cans  of  pork  sausage ;  18,000  cons  of  V.  S.  sausage ;  and 
240  cans  of  beef  tongue. 

Docking  and  repairing.  No.  3499. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tlie  light- 
house inspector,  Portland,  Me.,  for  docking  and  repairing  the  Portland 
light  vessel.  No.  74.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
Portland  office. 

Medical  supplies,  No.  3500. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical 
supply  depot.  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  August  18,  1916,  for 
furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  D,  transport  dock.  Fort  Mason, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  instrument  cases,  gauze  cartons,  chloride  of  lime, 
equine  influenza  vaccine,  equine  cough  sirup,  and  clinical  thermometers. 
Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  medical  supply 
depot. 

Cliart  paper.  No.  3501. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Ja-sey 
Avenue  SE.,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  31,  1916,  for  furnishing  200 
reams  of  chart  paper.  Specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
superintendent  at  the  above  address. 

Docking,  cleaning,  etc.,  No.  3502. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Portland,  Oreg.,  for  docking,  cleaning,  painting,  aod 
repairing  relief  light  vessel  Jfo.  92.  Further  information  may  be  bad  oo 
application  to  the  Portland  office. 

Bwitchboard,  No.  3503. — Sealed  proposals  wiU  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  0.,  until  August  22, 
1916,  for  furnishing  one  300-line  switchboard.  Specifications,  drawings, 
etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Furnaces  and  boilers.  No.  3504. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent,  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New 
Jersey  Avenue  SE.,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  21, 1916,  (or  furnishing 
and  installing  two  new  furnaces  and  boilers.  Specifications  and  full  details 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  superintendent  at  the  above  address. 
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Riprap,  No.  3505. — Sealed  lurcHMMWla  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  Inspec- 
tor, Baltimore,  Md.,  until  August  29,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  placing  800 
toos  at  riprap  at  Thimble  Shoal  Light  Station.  Ya.  Further  information 
maj  be  had  on  appUcatlon  to  the  Baltimore  office. 

Medical  gupplies,  No.  3506. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  until  August  21, 
1916,  at  the  Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich 
Street,  New  York,  N.  T.,  for  famishing  and  d^lvering  white  enamel  bed* 
steads,  solution  bowls,  dressing  and  Irrigating  carriages.  Invalid  dtalrs, 
cribs,  tecnbator.  Irrigators,  measures,  scales,  stands.  Instrument  sterilizer!;, 
stools,  tables,  etc.  Fnrtliet'  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
liedical  Supply  Depot. 


AMESICAN  CONSUIAB  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  or^nizaticns  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jnriadietioos.  The  c(»isul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  perstmal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  nrgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nanx. 


Post. 


Ezpim- 
tkmof 
v«iuia. 


Address. 


West,  George  N 

Bata.F.0 

MMMrMn,  WUUara  W 

Balur,  K.  CwKwi 

miwtfwm,  T.C 

Jewell,  lobn  F 

Kemper,  Graham  H .. . 

Oaooer,  Jamea  H 

n»ialthi«.  rnm 

laiic.  Jamas  Oltrer . . . 
Leeoard,  Walter  A.... 
OatMna,  J<diBBaU.... 


Kobe,  Japan 

Huddaisfiekl,  Englaad 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Afrka. 
NacssaU,  Japan 


Kingston,  Jamaica. . 


Chcfoo,  China , 

Erfarl,  Cormany , 

Niagara  Falls,  Ciaiada. 
Port  Antonio.Jamaica. 

Karachi,  India 

CotombOjCejIon... 
BavTC,  France 


Aug.  IS 
Sept.  5 
Sept.    I 

Aug.  30 

Sept.   1 

Oct.  I 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  1 
Oct.  1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 

Oct.  at 


Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lunenburg,  Vt. 
CarroUton,  Kj. 

Apwtraait  No.   K,   Tba   Bniaawick, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Foarteenth  Street,  Ba- 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Galena,  lU. 

Dcnarlment  ol  Slate,  WtLshlngton,  D.  C> 
J7  South  llawk  Street.  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  WasblnKton,  D.  C. 
r/o  Tj'niversity  Club,  Kansas  City,  Uo. 
1-  Fwx,  Iowa. 
Deportment  ol  State,  Waahtoclom,  D.  0. 


PABCEL-POST  PACKAGES  FBOM  CANADA  TO  SIBEBIA. 

[Consul  General  John  0.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Aug.  3.] 

A  recent  ruling  of  the  Canadian  Post  Office  Department,  made 
known  to  the  American  consulate  general  in  Ottawa  through  a  letter 
from  the  Deputy  Postmaster  General  of  the  DominioUj  relates  to  the 
transportation  of  parcel-post  packages  to  Asiatic  Russia.  The  letter 
reads: 

with  reference  to  the  shipment  of  goods  from  the  Unltetl  States  to  Russia  in 
bond  through  Canada,  the  goods  to  be  shipped  by  freight  or  express  from  tba 
United  States  to  Canada,  then  to  be  transferred  to  the  postal  authorities  under 
customs  supervision,  and  to  have  Canadian  postage  stamps  afTixed  and  be  for- 
warded by  parcel  post  from  Canada  to  Itussla,  the  De|>artmeut  has  decided 
that  in  all  cases  where  special  application  is  made  tlie  question  of  permitting 
these  parcels  to  go  forward  shall  be  considered,  but  that  no  general  permission 
has  been  given.  Each  Arm  desirous  of  shipping  must  make  personal  ai^iica- 
tlon  to  the  department  at  Ottawa,  where  steps  will  be  taken  to  Investigate  the 
goods  to  be  shipped,  the  points  to  which  they  are  shipped,  and  al.so  ascertain 
that  they  are  bona  fide  goods  for  the  benefit  of  Hussla.  It  has  al.so  been 
decided  that  all  goods  so  accepted  for  transmission  must  be  KhlpiM>d  In  bond  to 
Vancouver,  where  steps  will  be  taken  to  release  them  and  forward  them  to  their 
destination. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


608  COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

FOBEIGH  TBABE  OFPOBTUBITIES. 

Beierred  addremes  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Bareav  and  its  diatrlet  oAeea.  Beooeat 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  qn  a  separate  sbeet  and  state  opDortanltr  mumhtr. 
The  Bareaa  does  not  famish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responstbtitty  as  to  the  standlns 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Fountain-pen  material*.  No.  22130. — ^An  American  consalar  officer  In  France 
reports  that  a  dealer  In  statlonwy  and  office  supplies  desires  to  pnrduue 
gold  nibs  (18  carat)  and  barrels  with  necessary  parts  for  the  manofactore 
of  fountain  pens,  bearing  his  own  trade-mark.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

General  merchandise.  No.  22140. — ^A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Colombia  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  general  mer- 
chandise.   References. 

Chrome  iron  oret.  No.  22141. — A  firm  in  Canada  advises  an  American  consular 
officer  of  its  desire  to  be  furnished  the  names  of  users  in  the  United 
States  of  chrome  Iron  ore,  stating  that  one  of  its  clients  is  in  a  position 
to  supply  this  material. 

Hides,  chemicals,  textiles,  etc..  No.  22142. — ^A  firm  In  the  Levant  desires  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  chemicals  and  other 
materials  for  tanning  purposes,  hides  and  siclns,  sugar,  lubricants  and 
table  oils,  cotton  goods,  woolen  goods,  silk  goods,  etc.  The  firm  is  also  In 
a  position  to  export  such  products  as  table  oils,  almonds,  sumac  in  powder, 
fine  powder  soaps,  etc. 

Dairy  machinery.  No.  22143. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Australia  trans- 
mits the  name  of  a  firm  in  his  district  whldi  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  of  dairy  machinery. 

Drugs  and  medicines,  etc..  No.  22144. — ^A  commercial  ngent  of  the  Bureau  la 
East  Africa  writes  that  a  leading  druggist  in  that  territory  wishes  to 
form  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
drugs  and  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  and  other  medical  and  surgical 
supplies.  He  is  also  Interested  in  American-mnde  typewriters.  Corre- 
spondence preferably  in  Portuguese. 

Railway  materials,  provisions,  etc..  No.  22145. — Supplementing  foreign  trade 
opportunity  No.  21557,  a  firm  of  commission  agents  in  Latin  America 
writes  that  it  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  decauville  rails,  engines, 
freight  and  passenger  cars  (60  cm.  gauge),  and  on  metal  buildings  for  use 
as  railway  stations ;  rock  crushers  and  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
concrete  paving  blocks,  etc.  The  firm  also  desires  to  receive  agencies  for 
flour,  cement,  plate  and  window  glass,  toys,  calendars,  photogmphic  sup- 
plies, chemical  fire  extinguishers,  and  lard  and  hams.    Reference. 

Sugar,  No.  22146. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Persia  writes  that  a  firm  in 
bis  district  is  in  the  market  for  loaf  sugar.  The  sugar  is  desired  In  cones 
weighing  about  6  pounds.  Quotations  and  terms  sliould  be  made  on  1,(X)0 
tons.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

General  representation.  No.  22147. — A  man  in  the  West  Indies  asks  the  Bureau 
to  place  him  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  inter- 
ested in  entering  or  extending  their  trade  in  tliose  Islands.  No  particular 
line  is  specified. 

Stoves,  elevators,  car  wheels,  etc.,  No.  22148. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  business  man  in  Spain 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  cooking  and  heating  stores 
suitable  for  burning  gas,  coal,  niul  wood,  and  elevators  for  honses,  hoteli^ 
and  business  establishments.  Catalogues,  etc.,  are  also  desired  from 
American  manufacturers  of  car  wheels,  steel  axles,  and  car  springs  for 
railway  cars.    References. 

Offlce  furniture  and  supplies,  etc..  No.  22149. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
the  United  Kingdom  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  offlce  furniture,  filing  cdbinets,  typewriter 
ribbons  and  carbon  paper,  and  calculating  machines. 
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nrCBEASED  POBT  CHABOES  AT  MANCHESTEB. 

[Consul  Boss  E.  Holaday,  Manchester.  England,  July  28.] 

The  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co.,  the  Authority  controlling  the 
Port  of  Manchester,  yesterday  announced  that,  owing  to  increased 
war  allowances  granted  to  their  employees  throughout  the  ship  canal 
and  to  the  continued  enhancement  of  prices  of  coal,  consumable 
stores,  and  materials,  the  rates  for  discharging  and  loading  vessels 
and  for  quay  porterage,  warehousing,  and  storing  in  the  open  in 
resfpect  of  merchandise  and  minerals  will  be  raised  by  12^  per  cent 
as  from  July  25, 1916.  On  August  9  next  the  rates  of  ship-canal  toll 
and  wharfage  and  the  ship  dues  will  be  raised  by  5  per  cent. 


COHKEBCIAL  TBEATT  BETWEEN  ABGENTDTA  AND  FAEAGUAT. 

[Baaed  on  reports  published  In  the  River  Plate  Review  and  the  Revista  FInanclrra  y 
Comerclal,  of  Buenos  Aires.] 

A  new  commercial  treaty  providing  for  practically  free  trade  be- 
tween Argentina  and  Paraguay  was  signed  at  Asuncion,  Paraguay, 
on  July  9,  1916,  by  the  Argentine  Afinister  and  the  Paraguayan 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs.  The  treaty,  which  must  receive  legis- 
lative sanction  in  both  countries  before  it  goes  into  effect,  provides 
for  the  reciprocal  free  admission  of  the  prc^ucts  of  each  of  the  con- 
tracting countries,  with  the  exception  of  matches,  furniture,  sugar, 
candles,  leatherware,  and  footwear,  which  are  to  remain  subject  to  the 
present  rates  of  duty  for  a  period  of  five  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  period  the  excepted  products  will  become  free  of  duty  without 
any  further  action.  It  is' expected  that  the  5-year  period  will  be  suffi- 
'  cient  to  enable  the  manufacturers  engaged  in  the  production  of  the 
excepted  articles  to  modify  their  methods  of  production  so  as  to  meet 
the  new  conditions. 

In  addition  to  providing  for  the  free  exchange  of  commodities  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  the  treaty  also  contains  a  provision  for 
conditional  most-favored-nation  treatment  in  all  matters  relating  to 
commerce  and  navigation  i.  e.,  for  the  reciprocal  extension  of  every 
new  concession  to  a  third  country,  freely  if  freely  granted,  or  for 
identical  or  equivalent  compensation  if  the  grant  is  conditional.  The 
treaty  is  to  remain  in  effect  for  a  period  of  10  years  and  is  to  be 
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reorwecl  for  the  sante  poriod  in  tb«  abaeDce  »l  a  year's  notice  vf 
abrogation. 

An  analysis  of  the  trade  between  Argentina  and  Paraguay  for 
the  year  1913  (the  latest  for  which  detailed  statisticg  are  availaWe) 
shows  that  the  exports  from  Ar^^tiBs  to  Paraguay  amoaoted  m 
that  year  to  $1,837,171,  and  consisted  largely  of  cattle  and  horses, 
wheat,  and  wheat  flour.  The  imports  from  Paraguay  for  the  same 
year  amounted  to  $2,191,645,  made  up  largely  of  cattle,  oranges,  yerba 
mate,  tobacco,  and  Imaber.  Fcnr  we  period  ol  1906-191S  tne  ex- 
ports frcrni  Paraguay  to  Argentina  averaged  56  per  cent  of  the  total 
exports,  while  the  imports  from  Argentma  dnnag  the  suae  period 
averaged  only  15  per  cent  of  the  total  impute.  It  m  expected  that 
the  new  treaty,  in  addition  to  promoting  the  ctH»merciai  raatioas  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  will  also  enable  Pantgnay  to  introdace  cer- 
tain economies  in  its  customs  serAoce. 


BBITISH  STrSSCVT  FOX  TBASB-EXPAimON  PVIPOSES.    '. 

[Cosral  6«a«r«I  BelMrt  P.  aunacr,  Lob<1«b,  Auc  3.} 

A  very  interesting  departure  in  Britiab  Bwthoda  of  aeenring  trade 
in  European  coiontriee  was  dJaeoased  ia  Parlianeirt  on  Jnly  31,  a 
departure  in  which  the  GoTemmeBt  itielf  appears  as  a  full  partner 
by  the  contribution  of  a  subsidy  of  £50,000  (^43,S2&)  per  annum. 
On  the  occasion  named  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequor  reported 
that  a  British  ccmpsny,  under  the  ti<^  of  the  Brkidb-Italian  Cor- 
poration (Ltd.),  with  a  capital  of  £1,000,000  ($4,866,500),  was 
registered  on  Jnly  20.  There  will  be  no  publie  iflsue,  tite  capital 
having  been  subscribed  privately,  chiefly  among  banks. 

The  British  Government  agrees  to  contribute  to  the  company  by 
way  of  subsidy,  during  each  of  the  first  10  years  after  its  incorpora- 
tion, an  annual  sum  of  £50,000  ($248,325),  or  the  equivalent  «f 
5  per  cent  upon  its  paid-up  capital  if  less  than  £1,000,000.  In  con- 
sideration of  the  subsidy  the  company  agrees  to  pay  to  the  Govern- 
ment amounts  equal  to  any  dividend  al^ve  a  cupuilative  dividend 
of  5  per  cent  per  annum  which  the  directors  may  distribute  to  the 
shareholders  in  any  year — after  making  such  proviraons  as  the  di- 
rectors may  think  desirable  for  bad  and  doubtful  debts  and  the  estab- 
lii^ment  of  a  reserve  fund — until  by  such  means  the  Government  has 
b«n  repaid  (witho«i  interest)  the  amorart  so  recnved  by  the  com- 
l>any  by  way  of  sabeidy. 
A  Collaboratlner  Italian  Comptiity  to  B«  twnmet. 

A  company  under  the  style  of  the  Compagnia  Italo-Britannica  will 
forthwith  be  formed  under  Italian  law  with  a  camtal  of  10,000,000^ 
lire,  one-half  of  which  is  to  be  taken  by  the  British- Italian  Corpora- 
tion and  the  other  half  by  the  Credit©  Italiano  and  their  friends. 
Out  of  the  nine  directors  of  the  Italian  company  three  will  be  RitiSh. 

The  chancellor  concluded : 

The  two  companies  will  work  together  in  close  cotlnborBttoa,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  which  their  interests  will  b«  a»  flur  as  peaaMt 
klentifled,  except  that  the  subsidy  of  the  British  GorervoKnt  wtB  aataraBy 
remain  for  the  benefit  of  ttte  British  cos^pany  excluatvely. 

The  primary  object  of  the  two  companies  ia  the  deretopment  of  the  econoiaic 
relations  between  the  British  Empire  and  Italy  and  the  iK^MKitloa  ot  vndtr- 
tailings  In  the  commercial  and  indoBtrlal  field  in  Italy.  They  ii4D  eanr  eat 
banltiag  and  financial  operations  which  do  not  necessarily  faU  witliia  the  atrict 
definition  of  banking  as  understood  in  this  country. 
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COTTOH  C0NSVHE9  DUBHTO  TEAB. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  reports  that  the  cotton 
consumed  in  the  United  States  during  July,  1916,  amounted  to  489,- 
933  running  bales,  compared  with  496,846  bales  in  the  corresponding 
period  last  year,  and  that  the  quantity  consumed  during  the  12 
months  ended  July  31  was  6,395,972  bales  compared  with  5,597,362 
bales  in  the  preceding  year.  Cotton  on  hand  July  31  in  consuming 
establishments  amounteid  to  1,632,456  bales  compared  with  1,401,186 
at  the  corresponding  time  last  year,  and  in  public  storage  and  at 
compresses  to  1,090,914  bales  compared  with  1,784,919  bales  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  figures  given  for  July  include  23,252  bales  of  foreign  and 
5J)81  bales  of  sea-island  consumed,  142,561  bales  of  foreign  and  27,- 
5 1 6  bales  of  sea-island  held  in  consuming  establishments,  and  53,320 
bales  of  forei^  and  10,870  bales  of  sea-island  held  in  puolic  storage. 

Liinters  not  included  above  were  61,499  bales  consumed  during  July 
in  1916  and  48,860  bales  in  1915 ;  99,967  bales  on  hand  in  consuming 
establishments  on  July  31,  1916,  and  198,905  bales  in  1915;  and 
112,290  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  in  1916  and  89,881 
bales  in  1915.  Linters  consumed  during  12  months  ending  July  31 
amounted  to  881,385  bales  in  1916  and  411,845  bales  in  1915. 

Imports  of  foreign  cotton  during  July,  1916,  amounted  to  7,636 
bales  (500-pound)  compared  with  35,667  bales  in  the  corresponding 
month  last  year,  and  for  the  12  months  ended  July  31  to  437,572 
balcG  compared  with  382j286  bales  in  the  preceding  year.  Exports 
of  domestic  cotton  and  linters  for  July,  1916,  amounted  to  492,831 
bales  compared  with  244,477  bales  in  the  corresponding  month  last 
year,  and  for  the  12  months  ended  July  31  to  6,204,188  bales  com- 
pared with  8,544,563  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  export  figures  given  include  52,750  bales  of  linters  exported 
during  July  in  1916  and  11,569  bales  in  1915,  and  293,808  bales  for 
12  months  ending  July  31  in  1916  and  221,875  bales  in  1915.  The 
distribution  for  July,  1916,  is  as  follows:  France,  49,523;  all  other 
countries,  3,227. 

MAHTTFACTUBE  OF  DBTTGOISTS'  PBEFABATIONS. 

During  the  five  years  between  1909  and  1914  there  was  a  sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  manufacture  of  druggists'  preparations, 
patent  and  proprietary  medicines  and  compounds,  and  perfumery  and 
cosmetics  in  the  United  States.  The  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
Census  has  prepared  a  summary  of  the  general  results  of  the  1914 
census  of  manufactures  for  this  industry. 

Reports  for  1914  were  received  from  4,082  establishments,  with 
products  valued  at  $172,008,946.  The  number  of  establishments  in 
1914  exceeded  that  in  1909  by  440,  or  12.1  per  cent,  and  the  value  of 
the  products  increased  during  the  five-year  period  by  $30,067,344,  or 
21.2  per  cent. 

The  materials  reported  as  consumed  by  all  establishments  in  1914 
comprised  118,282  pounds  of  opium,  316,130  ounces  of  morphine  or 
derivatives  thereof,  414,255  ounces  of  cocaine  or  derivatives  thereof, 
13,039  ounces  of  heroin,  and  23,859  ounces  of  diacetyl  morphine. 
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BAILWAT  EASKIHeS  Uf  ASCffiNTHrA. 

(^»«etal  Aseat  Frodeiic  M.  Hal8«r,  LMrtan,  Aag.  2.] 

Preliminary  traffic  returns  for  th«  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 19tC, 
have  been  issued  by  the  principal  Britidi-owned  railways  wpwatiBg 
in  Argentina.  The  gross  earnings,  while  £890,500  ($1377,400)  in 
excess  of  1914-15,  did  not  come  up  io  expectations.  This  was  ex- 
plained by  the  scarcity  of  steameis  to  handle  the  export  tnific,  a 
condition  not  likely  to  be  remedied  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  approxiraaie  total  mileage  oper- 
ated as  of  June  30,  1916 ;  gross  rece^ts  for  1912-13,  1913-14,  and 
1915-16  of  the  eight  principal  British-owned  railways,  togetiier  with 
the  Buenos  Aires  Central  Railway,  the  bonds  of  whi(ji  are  held  in 
Great  Britain : 


Railroads. 


IfBMC* 

a|Mnt«d. 


19I3-ia(Bor- 
mulymr). 


mt-u 


mMt 


Argentine  Northeastern 

Argentine  TTanmndino 

Bueoos  Ayres  &  Pacific 

Buenos  Ayres  Great  Southern 

Buanos  AStes  Western 

Genttal  Argentina 

Cordoba  Oantrtl 

Eatre  Hios. 

Btmoos  Ayres  Central 


7SZ 
lU 

3,n> 

3,  SB 
MO* 

m 

ITS 


27,203,800 
31,MS,«m 

31,  Sn,  TOO 

s,2ai.m 

1,265. 30B 


U,12>,«W 

23,371,300 
M,3U,l«a 
13,331.700 
28,137.600 
«,30«.MO 
2,233,200 
1,187.490 


si.sn.Tn 

man 
32,iB,3ea 

Z7.«8t.IllO 
I3,278,9IB 

27,W»,Tn 
7,M«,eB9 
2. 959,30) 
1,421,000 


K  15.473 


120, 079,  S« 


l«0,364,30O 


101, 741,790 


•  1H3-U. 

t  The  total  mileage  operated  by  the  railways  of  ArgeDtlna,  not  swte  0«v«raouat  coatrol,  as  o(  Jun 
30, 1916,  was  slightly  in  excess  o(  13,000  miles. 

On  July  1, 1915,  the  Cordoba  Central  Railway  was  unable  to  meet 
interest  requirements  on  its  4^  per  cent  second  debwiture  stock,  and 
on  its  short-term  notes.  A  funding  scheme  has  been  arran^ 
whereby  debenture  and  note  holders  will,  for  the  preisent,  i-eceiTe 
scrip  convertible  into  debenture  stock  in  lieu  of  cash.  By  this  method 
a  possible  receivership  has  been  averted. 

[A  report  on  the  Argentine  State  Railways  was  published  In  Commkbck 
Rkports  for  June  15,  ldl6.1  . 


WEEKLT  COTTOH  SBIPMEKTS. 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  August  12,  1916,  at 
the  twelve  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States^  follows: 


Slstrki*. 

BalH.                Distritts. 

Bate. 

IHstriMs. 

«-. 

8,060 
1,880 
8.980 

Fbiladelphia 

1,151 

i.M9 

Hamnhnnttii 

South  Carolina 

Washingtoo. 

J9» 

Vininit 

5,>» 
fi,U5 
4,399 

Tvttil.          ,     .. 

talk ^mmn"'  """ 

lis4S 
10,088 

OalrastoB 

99  753 

NowOrleaas 

Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMBBCB  BEPOBTS.  613 

SPADI  IHCBEASE8  CXTLUVATION  OF  FEAinTTS. 

[Consal  General  Carl  Bailey  Harst,  Barcelona.  Spain.] 

Peanuts  were  grown  formerly  in  a  single  Province  of  southern 
Spain,  but  they  are  now  raised  in  other  Provinces  and  the  area  de- 
voted to  them  is  extending.  At  present  about  8,000  hectares  (19,800 
acres)  are  annually  planted  in  peanuts  with  a  yield  of  approxi- 
mately 14,800  long  tons,  so  that  Spain  stands  first  among  European 
countries  in  the  production  of  this  crop.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
here  that  if  44J  dry  quarts  of  seed  peanuts  are  planted  per  acre  and 
rich  nitrogenous  manure  used  at  the  rate  of  about  one-fifth  of  a  ton 
per  acre,  the  average  production  in  Spain  can  amount  to  1.03  long 
tons  per  acre.  The  wholesale  price  of  peanuts  on  the  local  market  is 
about  $2.45  per  100  pounds. 

While  quantities  of  peanuts  are  consumed  as  food  in  the  Penin- 
sula, the  nut  is  also  utilized  for  the  production  of  oil.  The  export  of 
oir  has  increased,  having  amounted  in  1913  to  7.87  long  tons, 
in  1914  to  4.9  long  tons,  and  in  1915  to  17.7  long  tons.  The  export 
of  the  nut,  on  the  other  hand,  has  decreased,  having  been  5,280  long 
tons  in  1913,  2,506  long  tons  in  1914,  and  3,515  long  tons  in  1915. 
The  greater  part  of  the  exported  oil  goes  to  Porto  Rico  and  Cuba,  and 
the  peanuts  to  Holland,  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  Algeria, 
and  France. 

fAn  interesting  ncconnt  of  Spanish  retail  methods  of  handling  peanuts  ap- 
peared in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Beports  for  June  2,  1913.] 


Kninro  of  totthg  stock  in  new  Zealand. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Anckland,  July  1.] 

According  to  a  late  report  given  out  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, pastoral  and  agricultural  interests  fared  exceedingly  well  in 
New  Zealand  so  far  as  receipts  were  concerned  during  1915,  for  prices 
were  high  as  a  result  of  the  European  war,  and  because  of  tliis  there 
has  been  a  tendency  to  dispose  of  everything  marketable  when  ship- 
ping space  could  be  secured. 

It  would  seem  that  this  draining  of  the  supplies  of  the  country 
has  been  carried  to  an  extreme,  and  especially  when  it  came  to  dis- 
posing of  the  breeding  animals  and  young  stock.  The  decrease  in 
the  flocks  and  herds  in  New  Zealand  has  become  quite  perceptible, 
and  there  seems  to  be  fear  that  there  will  not  be  sufficient  to  supply 
the  needs  of  the  increased  development  of  the  farming  communities. 
During  1915  there  were  914,824  acres  of  new  lands  occupied  by  1,926 
homesteaders,  and  all  this  calls  for  additional  stock  for  development. 

The  report  suggests  that  definite  action  seems  to  be  necessary  to 
check  the  practice  of  killing  so  much  young  stock,  and  it  is  thought 
that  the  present  control  by  the  State  of  the  meat-export  trade  offers 
a  favorable  opportunity  for  taking  such  action. 


Commercial  Attache  Philip  B.  Kennedy  reports  that  the  Melbourne 
Harbor  Trust  will,  on  January  1,  1917,  put  in  force  regulations  to 
safc^ard  against  the  pillage  of  goods  on  the  wharves  of  that  Aus- 
trshan  port. 
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[Commercial  AtUcbi  PbUip  B.  Kwwedr.  IMIioime.  ▲iMtntUa.] 

The  common  method  of  operating  slaughtering  plants  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  may  be  of  interest,  because  uieee  British  domin- 
ions can  already  be  looked  upon  as  important  meat-producing  areas, 
and  also  because  these  enterprising  countries  have  been  wont  to 
experiment  with  Government  ownership  and  operation  to  a  greater 
degree  than  is  generally  customary  elsewhere.  Although  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  are  governed  separately  thmr  problems  and 
methods  are  so  akin  that  they  may  be  considered  together.  However, 
outside  of  statistics  of  live  stock  reared  and  slan^tered  in  New 
Zealand^  tiie  present  report  deals  with  the  slaughtering  industry  of 
Australia  only ;  a  later  one  will  discuss  the  abattoirs  of  New  2Sea]and. 

Australia  nearly  equals  the  United  States  in  area,  but  has  only 
about  one-twentieth  as  large  a  population.  There  is  plenty  of  "  elbow 
room"  in  this  great  island  continent,  and  sheep  and  cattle,  which 
are  to-dav  the  foundati<m  of  Australia's  prosperity,  should  continue 
to  steadily  incraase  in  number.  New  2!ealand  has  over  a  million 
population,  and  is  also  a  very  important  pastoral  country.  Official 
statistics  give  the  number  of  sheep,  cattle,  and  pigs  in  Australia 
in  the  fiscal  year  1914  and  in  New  Zealand  in  1911  (the  latest  avail- 
able) as: 
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857.000 
348,MD 


Kumter  vt  Animals  SlavgHtered  AaaoaUy. 

Since,  as  the  foregoing  figures  indicate,  hog-raisine  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  is  on  a  very  small  scale,  we  may  nirly  take  the 
number  of  sheep  and  cattle  slaughtered  aa  on  index  ci  th«  slaa^ter- 
ing  industry  in  these  D(»ninions.  The  number  sUught«red  in  1918 
(the  latest  data  available)  was: 
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679,000 
410,000 
708,000 
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It  will  be  noted  that  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  lead  in  regard 
to  sheep.  The  capitals  of  these  States,  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  re- 
spectively, are  the  principal  centers  for  the  expoti  at  wo<d  and  the 
slaughtering  of  sheep.  The  first  cattle  State  is  Queensland,  the  center 
of  the  slaughtering  and  export  trade  being  Bri^n«,  the  CAjj^tel. 
Near  Brisbane  is  located  the  slaughtering  plant  of  aa  Aramcaa 
firm,  Swift  &  Co.  New  Zealand  is  excelled  only  by  New  South  Wales 
in  sheep  slaughtering. 

/Google 


Digitized  by " 


OOMMEBCB  BBPOBTS.  615 

legtd  PosittoB  of  the  OonunmiiweaHh  Oorenuneat. 

Meat  slaughtering  in  Australia  is  to  a  large  extent  under  some 
form  of  Government  control  or  operation.  Since,  however,  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  can  not  legally  engage  in  the  business  of 
slaughtering,  each  State  has  been  free  to  follow  out  its  own  policy. 

Gk)vemment  ownership  and  operation  of  semipublic  lines  of  busi- 
ness have  been  undertaken  by  the  States,  and  considerable  incon- 
venience sometimes  arises  from  separate  State  operation  (a  good  ex- 
ample of  this  is  railway  operation)  but  no  serious  difficulty  has  arisen 
on  account  of  the  State  control  of  slaughtering.  By  having  power 
over  inspection  of  meat  for  export  the  Commonwealth  Government 
has  been  able  to  secure  imiformity  in  inspection  for  the  bulk  of 
slaughtered  meat.  The  business  activities  of  the  Commonwealth 
Government  have  vastly  increased  since  the  war,  but  thus  far  the 
Commonwealth  Government,  imder  its  war  power,  has  not  interfered 
with  the  essential  organization  of  the  meat-slaughtering  industry. 

There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
State  to  regulate  killing  for  export  on  other  than  sanitary  grounds, 
as  the  regmation  of  trade  and  commerce  with  other  countries  is  a 
Federal  prerogative.  In  the  several  States,  at  least,  meat  for  export 
is  slaughtered  almost  exclusively  in  private  abattoirs.  This  is  true  in 
Queensland,  where  the  bulk  of  export  beef  originates.  It  is  true  also 
in  New  South  Wales,  the  chief  State  exporting  mutton.  Speaking 
generally,  it  may  be  said  that  all  Australian  export  meat  is  privately 
slaughtered. 

As  a  result  of  correspondence  with  officials  throughout  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  I  find  that  there  is  a  unanimous  sentiment  favor- 
ing, as  a  health  measure,  the  public  operation  of  all  plants  slaughter- 
ing meat  for  local  consumption.  Private  slaughtering,  as  a  whole, 
has  b€«n  adjudged  to  be  wanting  in  cleanliness  and  not  properly 
amenable  to  inspection. 
Local  Slaughtering  Frlnoipally  a  Kunlolpal  or  State  Affair. 

Aside  from  the  State  of  Queensland,  where  slaughtering  is  wholly 
a  private  enterprise,  the  Australian  States  have  been  stwidily  pro- 
gressing toward  some  form  of  Govenmient  operation.  The  most 
common  type  of  operation  is  municipal — Victoria,  South  Australia, 
Western  Australia,  and  Tasmania  all  having  municipal  abattoirs. 
Methods  of  operation,  however,  differ.  In  the  finest  municipal 
abattoir  in  Australia — ^that  located  in  Adelaide,  South  Australia — 
the  actual  slaughtering  is  performed  by  the  municipal  corporation 
on  a  fee  basis.  In  Melbourne  butchers  are  allowed  to  do  their  own 
slaughtering  in  the  municipal  abattoirs  at  so  much  a  head.  In  other 
places  slaughtering  stalls  are  leased  out  to  the  butchers.  In  New 
Sou^  Wales  the  State  has  assumed  control  of  the  slaughtering  in 
the  Sydney  metropolitan  district  through  a  board  called  the  Meat 
Industry  and  Abattoirs  Board. 

As  a  rule,  municipalities  which  operate  abattoirs  exclude  from 
their  zone  all  meat  from  the  outside.  This  confines  private  slaugh- 
tering to  ^ose  districts  wherein  there  are  no  municipal  abattoirs. 
In  some  instances,  however,  private  slaughtering  plants  exist  along- 
side of  municipal  plants  and  compete  with  them. 

The  reason  for  State  and  municipal  control  is  generally  given  as  a 
desire  to  safeguard  the  quality  of  meat  provided  for  local  consump- 
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tion.  The  Government-opottifld  abattom  uw  vnTwaaUy  ra»de  seU- 
sni>portiB£  tlurough  fees,  n«ice  no  f ona  of  anQual  aubody  is  le^ired. 
Sla«c]it«riag  fa  «««emila»d  a  Frivftte  Biitttiw 

Slaaghtering  in  Queensland  is  entirely  a  private  business.  Sinee 
Queensland  furnishes  over  fiye-sizths  of  the  beef  exported  from  Aus- 
tralia, the  principal  plants  slaughtering  beef  for  export  are  located 
here.  Slaughtering  for  local  purposes  is  done  in  nmnerous  smaD 
abattoirs. 

The  State  Government  is  entitled  to  credit  for  fostering  the  slaugh- 
tering indiistry.  In  the  early  days  the  State  assisted  in  establishing 
such  business  by  taxing  the  stock  owners,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  meat  and  dairy  act  of  189S.  The  proceeds  of  sndi  taxation 
were  loaned  by  the  State  Government  to  meat  companies  that  were 
formed  for  export  purposes.  Interest  on  the  loans  was  paid  by 
these  companies,  and  finally  the  principal  was  paid  up  and  returned 
to  those  who  had  supplied  it.  Administrative  expenses  were  pro- 
vided for  in  the  interest  charges  on  the  advances. 

Hie  emergency  arising  out  of  the  war  earned  ^e  Government  to 
enact  the  meat  works  act  of  1915,  which  provides  that  under 
certain  conditions  the  Government  may  take  over  the  meat  works 
daring  the  war.  No  occasion  has  yet  aria»  for  the  exercise  of  this 
power.  The  dronght  of  a  year  ago  resulted  in  great  loss  of  stodc, 
and  th»«  has  been  very  Httle  beef  available  iox  export.  At  present 
most  of  the  packing  plants  are  closed. 

A««ri«aa  Pa«kei»'  Actliitiet. 

liw  sitttation  in  Qncendand  is  iaterestiag  from  an  export  stand- 
point, because  of  the  entrance  into  the  trade  of  American  packers. 
Swift  &  Co..  thrott^  a  subsidiary,  the  Australian  Meat  Export  Co., 
whtcli  is  rrgistered  in  Queensland,  in  June,  ldl4,  opened  a  plant  «e 
the  Hrisbaiie  River.  This  plant  has  a  capacity  of  SOO  cattle  and  2,500 
sheep  a  day.  Armour  &,  Co.  have  been  lar^  buyers  of  Australian 
n\eut.  Morris  &  Co.  and  the  Cudahy  Packing  Co.  have  also  pur- 
chased meat  in  Australia. 

This  activity  of  American  packers  caused  alarm  in  various  quar- 
ters in  Australia,  and  investigations  were  made  in  several  States  as 
to  their  operations.  The  m<^  complete  and  authoritatiTe  investi- 
gation, however,  was  made  by  a  royal  commission  for  the  Federal 
Goverument.  This  report,  which  was  published  about  a  year  ago, 
dis<rluscd  no  oppressive  business  practices  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can companies.  Since  this  report  was  aimed  directly  at  American 
•*  trust "  methods,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  only  combination 
in  restraint  of  trade  which  was  found  was  a  combinaticm  of  five 
Queensland  meat  companies  in  connection  with  bids  for  aipplying 
the  United  States  Army  in  the  Philippines. 

Although  no  municipal  abattoirs  have  yet  been  establiclied  vx 
Queensland,  private  slaughtering  is  not  defended  as  a  superior 
method  of  handling  meat  \fx  local  consumption. 

ttate  Coatrol  la  lew  Sentli  Wales. 

New  South  Wales  presents  the  only  example  in  AnstnUa  <tf  State 
control  and  operation  of  meat  worics  and  abatteira.  Munkapal  o«h 
trd,  whidi  has  been  very  successful  in  the  cities  of  other  States,  did 
not  work  out  well  in  Sydney,  and  the  Oovermneat  WM  foreed  t«  stap 
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ia  amd  Tindertake  imimyreiQenta  The  loeal  slaughtering  in  Sydn^ 
luid  been  done  at  the  munieipid  works  om  Glebe  Island  and  at  20 
priratdy-operated  abattoirs  in  the  Ticinity.  A  royal  commissicn 
which  investigated  food  supplies  and  prices  in  New  South  Walea  in 
1918  reported  unfavorably  on  the  G^be  Island  plant. 

In  order  to  safeguard  the  slaoghtering  of  meat  for  local  use  in 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales  created,  about  this  same  time,  a  State 
board  to  administer  local  slaughtering  works,  and  appropriated  a 
large  sum  to  construct  a  modem  abattoir  at  Homebush  Bay,  near 
the  city  of  Sydney.  This  Meat  Industry  and  Abattoir  Board,  aa 
it  is  called,  consists  of  a  member  of  the  Government,  who  is  chair* 
man,  a  pastoralist  (stock  farmer) ,  a  representative  of  the  slaughter- 
men, a  representative  of  the  board  of  health,  and  a  secretary.  The 
boara  now  has  ccmtrol  of  the  abattoirs  at  Glebe  Island  and  will  as- 
some  charge  of  the  new  ^,000,(K)0  works  at  Homebush  Bay  when 
onnpleted.  It  is  estimated  that  the-  net  profits  of  the  new  works 
will  be  between  $30,000  and  $40,000  a  year. 
state  Parttalpatim  buU  U  YietorU. 

The  State  Government  engages  in  slaughtering  and  cold  storag* 
to  only  a  slight  extent  in  Victoria.  Th'j  Victorian  Government  has 
cool  stores  in  Melbourne  and  slaughtering  and  freezing  works  at 
C^long,  40  miles  from  Melbourne,  which  are  utilized  principally 
for  export.  Under  the  Victorian  law  relating  to  abattoirs  (act  of 
1915),  municipalities  may  erect  one  or  more  abattoirs  within  their 
boundaries  under  certain  limitations^  and  there  are  at  present  nine 
municipally-owned  slaughterhouses  in  the  State.  The  law  favors 
the  establishment  of  municipal  abattoirs,  but  no  Government  sub- 
sidy is  given  to  the  municipalities  for  establishing  abattoirs  other 
than  those  owned  by  the  State.  Private  abattoirs  are  discourag«ct 
in  districts  where  there  are  municipal  abattoirs.  All  the  munici- 
pally-owned  abattoirs  in  Victoria  are  self-supporting  by  means  of 
dues  and  meat  inspection.  Some  of  thisn  make  substantial  profit 
without  inflicting  hardship  upon  local  butchers. 

The  three  abattoirs  in  uie  city  of  Melbourne  which  are  controlled 
by  the  municipal  council  are  not  operated  directly.  Instead,  stalls 
are  assigned  to  licensed  slaughtermen,  and  fees  are  charged  for  all 
stock  slaughtered  within  the  premises. 

The  general  sentiment  is  that  municipal  abattoirs  should  be  estab- 
lished as  for  as  possible  throughout  the  State.  There  is,  of  course, 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  private  abattoirs. 

XM]i94t  VoUowed  la  Wettsfs  AaitntUa  *»A  Tainaala. 

A  movement  is  now  on  foot  to  bring  all  local  abattoirs  under  cen- 
tral State  control  in  Western  Australia.  This  will  apply  to  export 
works  as  well  as  to  local  works,  and  is  an  advanced  Government 
policy.  The  idea  is  that  the  Government  treat  stock  for  all  comers, 
and  simply  become  a  factory  owner  for  the  security  and  perma- 
noMse  of  what  is  esteemed  a  national  industry. 

In  Tasmania  abattoirs  are  under  municipal  control.  In  Hobart, 
the  leading  city,  a  public  abattoir  was  erected  in  1908,  and  all  meat 
for  local  consumption  must  be  slaughtered  there.  This  abattoir  is 
<rf  the  I*  open-hall "  tyjie  common  in  New  Zealand.  (The  system  in 
vefoe  in  many  parts  of  Australia  is  still  the  old  type  of  separate 
alats^tering  pens  for  individual  butchers.)    For  some  years  after  its 
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opening  the  slaiightering  was  carried  on  under  contract,  the  con- 
tractor agreeing  to  kill  animals  for  all  butchers  at  a  fixed  rate  per 
head  for  different  classes  of  animals,  but  at  present  butchers  are 
allowed  to  do  tlieir  own  slaughtering  under  the  supervision  of  the 
manager  of  the  abattoir.  No  Government  subsidy  is  received.  The 
revenue  derived  is  sufficient  to  pay  interest  and  sinking  fund  for  loan 
raised,  working  expenses,  and  a  small  profit. 

At  Launceton,  the  second  city  in  Tasmania,  about  the  same  system 
prevails,  except  that  local  butchers  must  employ  licensed  slaughter- 
men to  do  the  killing. 
Adelaide  Abattoir  Finest  in  Australia. 

In  South  Australia  there  is  no  control  of  the  slaughtering  of  meat 
for  local  consumption  by  either  the  Commonwealth  or  the  State 
governments  (the  slaughtering  of  meat  for  export  is  controlled  by 
the  Commonwealth  Government,  as  already  mentioned) ,  but  munici- 
pal slaughter  plants  exist  in  the  city  of  Adelaide  and  m  the  munici- 
pality of  Glenelg.  Since  the  Metropolitan  Abattoir  in  Adelaide  has 
the  reputation  of  being  the  finest  establishment  of  its  kind  in  Aus- 
tralia, it  may  be  taken  as  an  example  of  municipal  operation  at 
its  best. 

The  Adelaide  abattoirs  were  established  under  the  metropolitan 
abattoirs  act  of  1908  by  a  board  consisting  of  eight  members,  who 
are  chosen  from  the  city  of  Adelaide  and  adjacent  suburban  munici- 
palities. This  board  is  known  as  the  Metropolitan  Abattoirs  Board, 
and  has  complete  control  of  the  abattoirs  and  the  market  for  the 
Bale  of  stock  which  adjoins  same.  Meat  is  slaughtered  at  these 
abattoirs  for  a  population  of  approximately  200,0(X).  The  original 
act  authorized  the  board  to  borrow  $480,000  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  the  abattoirs,  but  this  sum  was  later  increased  to  $1,674,400. 
The  abattoirs  were  opened  on  July  1,  1913,  and  on  account  of  die 
volume  of  business  an  additional  sum  of  $168,000  was  appropriated 
to  enable  the  board  to  enlarge  the  plant,  making  the  total  cost  of  the 
abattoirs,  including  the  stock  market  and  by-products  plant, 
$1,842,400. 

Under  the  law  the  board  has  a  mtmopoly  of  meat  slaughtering  and 
meat  delivery  within  the  metropolitan  area — a  right  not  granted  to 
any  other  abattoir  in  Australia. 
Operated  by  Ketropolltan  Abattoirs  Board. 

The  abattoirs  are  operated  under  regulations  issued  by  the  Metro- 
politan Abattoirs  Board.  Kailway  sidings  run  into  the  stock  market, 
.whither  the  animals  are  brought  by  the  owners  and  where  they  are 
sold  to  the  butchers.  Those  intended  for  slaughter  are  then  taken 
charge  of  by  the  abattoir  officials  and  conveyed  to  the  killing  pens, 
slaughtered  and  chilled,  and  subsequently  delivered  to  the  butchers. 
Some  42,700  cattle,  407,100  sheep  and  lambs,  11,000  calves,  and 
15,200  pigs  are  required  annually  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Metropolitan  Abattoirs  area.  For  the  purpose  of  delivering  meat 
the  board  employs  nineteen  7-ton  motor  trucks.  Ante  and  post 
mortem  inspections  of  stock  and  carcasses  are  made  by  injectors 
.who  are  under  the  supervision  of  a  veterinary  surgeon. 

All  slaughtering  is  done  by  a  staff  employed  by  the  board.  All 
viscera  and  oflnl  not  ordinarily  used  in  the  butcher's  retail  trade 
revert  to  the  board  as  part  of  the  toll ;  the  remainder  is  delivered  to 
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the  butdwr,  unlen  he  hts  nnide  «  contraet  with  th«  bourd  for  n  period 
of  not  less  than  six  months  reliaqmshing  his  right  to  the  offal,  in 
which  case  the  fees  for  slaughtering  are  reduced  and  all  viscera  and 
offal  retained  by  the  board.  The  offal  is  manufactured  into  by- 
products such  as  beef  dripping,  mutton  dripping,  mutton  and  beef 
tallow,  Mood  manure,  bone  dust,  bone  manure,  and  poultry  meal,  in 
the  board's  own  plant  adjoining  the  abattoirs. 

After  the  meat  is  slaughtered  it  is  conveyed  to  the  chilling  rooms, 
of  which  there  are  seven  with  a  capacity  of  420  cattie,  3,000  sheep  and 
iambs,  and  500  calves  and  pigs. 

7«ei — ^WorkKM's  TilbHl*. 

Tlie  fees  collected  by  the  abattoirs  board  for  slanghtering,  inspec- 
tton,  and  sustenance  of  stock,  and  for  cold  storage  for  34  hours  after 
slaui^tering  are,  per  h^Kl :  Large  stock,  $06 ;  calves  under  the  age 
of  6  months,  $1.15;  8Wine,  $1.82;  sheep,  lambs,  and  goats,  $0.56. 
These  rates  apply  when  the  owner  takes  the  oStil  of  the  stock  wliich 
is  ordinarily  used  in  the  butchei"'s  retail  trade.  If  the  owner  re- 
linquishes all  offal  to  the  board  the  fees  are:  Large  stock,  $2.18; 
calves  under  the  age  of  6  months,  $0.67;  swine,  $0.97j  sheep,  lambs, 
and  goats,  $0.32.  For  inspection  only  ox  carcasses  which  are  slaugh- 
tered without  the  metropolitan  area,  and  which  it  is  ibssired  to  sell 
within  the  limits  of  the  area  controlled  by  the  board,  the  fees  per 
carcass  are:  Large  stock,  $1.20;  pig  or  calf,  $0.60;  sheep,  lamb,  or 
goat,  $0.24. 

After  the  first  week  $0.48  per  week  is  charged  for  feeding  large 
stock  and  $0.08  for  sheep,  lambs,  or  goats.  Pigs  are  not  allowed  to 
remain  alive  in  the  abattoirs  for  more  than  three  days, 

TTie  board  has  erected  46  dwellings,  which  are  rented  to  employees, 
and  a  flourishing  town  has  grown  up  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
abattoirs,  where  formerly  there  was  only  vacant  groimd.  Among 
the  buildings  in  this  area  are  a  public  school  and  a  church. 

All  slaughteimen  and  employees  handling  meat  in  the  abattoirs 
are  required  to  change  their  clothing  each  day  before  leaving  the 
establishment.  The  soiled  clothing  is  delivered  to  the  laundry  oper- 
ated in  connection  with  the  abattoirs.  Clean  clothing  is  issued  to  the 
employees  at  the  close  of  eadi  day  for  use  on  tiie  fouowing  day,  and 
is  kept  in  lockers  .which  are  assigned  to  each  employee. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEAIT  OF  FOKEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMESCE. 
anfBMT  omtaa.  coonaAnri!  emcn. 

OLSTSUMBi  ChMBker  «r  OMBMref. 
CIIiCimii.TIt  OiMfciT  «C  OonMtm 

cnicnxini  c,  m.  o.  a  t.  r.  Br.  e*. 

LOS  iROEliES:  Cktabfr  el  CoanMTcr. 
METBOIT:  9»ui  «f  Vnmmt.' 
FHUVUnu :  OnabcT  M  Ohmmim. 
CHiTTUMMMtt:  Srath  AacrkMi  J^peat, 
era  *f.  Co. 


mW  TOBX:  Bmm  4M,  OmtaakWH*. 

mSTWIi  18tt  flow,  CntoiMMtt. 

OUClfiO:  t04  Federal  BalkUvf. 

CT.  IiOCtt:  4«t  nird  Watloul  Baak  Balldlat. 

KlUinkt  Ml  l>Mt  e«««  BilMlaf- 

mW  OaaaiMi  1«M  flik«nla  Saak  BrtMIae. 

aU(  fSAMIM*!  M7  CastoahMM. 

BBATTtS:  818  Mearj  BaUdlBf. 


The  tJnited  States  Lighthouse  Service  has  found  that  a  coating  of 
tank  oil  applied  to  the  interior  metal  surfaces  of  the  bilges  and 
inaccessible  spaces  in  steel  vessels  on  the  Great  Lakes  has  proven  very 
satisfactory  as  a  preservative  in  lieu  of  scaling  and  painting.  In  many 
ptaces  it  has  been  difficult  to  properly  cover  and  protect  thesteel. 
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WAB'S  EPFECT  OH  SWISS  UVE-STOCE  COHBITIOHS. 

[Vice  Consul  Frank  Bohr,  Zuridi.] 

The  live-stock  census  in  Switzerland,  which  is  ordered  every  5 
years,  was  taken  on  April  19,  1916.  llie  final  statistics  are  to  be 
published  toward  the  end  of  the  year,  but  provisional  figures  are 
available. 

Compared  with  the  final  statistics  of  the  census  taken  on  April  21, 
1911,  there  are  decreases  of  5.2  per  cent  in  the  number  of  horses,  2.1 
per  cent  in  the  number  of  mules,  18.7  per  cent  in  the  number  of 
donkeys  and  asses,  and  4.6  per  cent  in  the  total  number  of  hogs.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  increases  of  11.9  per  cent  in  the  total  number 
of  cattle,  including  an  increase  of  6.5  per  cent  in  the  number  of  the 
cows,  as  well  as  increases  of  6.3  and  4.9  per  cent,  respectively,  in  the 
;  numbers  of  sheep  and  goats.  A  comparison  of  the  total  live-stock 
units  indicates  an  increase  of  138,262,  or  7.9  per  cent 
Hnoh  Hii:her  Prices  Affeet  Total  Vlgnnt. 

Statistics  covering  the  live-stock  values  in  accordance  with  the 
recent  census  have  not  yet  been  made  public,  but  it  is  stated  that  the 
prices  are  naturally  much  higher  now  than  in  1911,  and  that  on  the 
basis  of  the  prices  for  that  year  there  would  be  an  increase  in  the 
total  value  of  Swiss  live  stock  of  49,093,104  francs  ($9,474,969)  or 
6.6  per  cent.  This  would  give  the  present  total  value  of  Swiss  live 
stock,  as  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  prices  obtaining  in  1911,  at 
approximately  $143,560,000. 

The  statistics  show  that  on  April  19, 1916,  there  were  in  all  262,702 
owners  of  live  stock  in  Switzerland,  and  that  151^046  of  them  were 
engaged  exclusively  in  agriculture,  72,835  in  agriculture  combined 
with  some  other  industrial  enterprise,  and  38,821  in  nonagricultural 
enterprises.  Among  the  262,702  owners  of  the  different  classes  of  live 
stock  73,993  were  owners  of  the  total  number  of  140,961  horses,  mules, 
and  asses  enumerated ;  206,432  were  the  owners  of  the  1,615,645  head 
of  cattle,  and  192,730  were  the  owners  of  the  total  number  of  1,073,749 
hogs,  sheep,  and  goats  or  so-called  small  live  stock.  The  figures  indi- 
cate an  average  holding  in  the  respective  classes  of  about  2  horses, 
mules,  or  asses,  8  head  of  cattle,  or  5.5  head  of  small  live  stock. 

Only  the  Cantons  of  Berne  and  Solothum  showed  increases  in  the 
last  census  in  the  number  of  horses,  the  Berne  increase  being  due 
to  the  importation  of  military  horses  by  the  Federal  Government 
Ameriean  Hone*  for  Kllitary  Vse. 

Switzerland,  ordinarily,  has  not  been  able  to  produce  a  sufficient 
number  of  horses  for  its  military  requirements,  and,  since  the  sur- 
rounding belligerent  countries  have  placed  embargoes  against  the 
exportation  of  horses,  the  Swiss  military  department  has,  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  been  importing  cavalry  remounts  from  the 
United  States.  This  department  is  also  attempting  to  promote  the 
breeding  of  military  horses  in  Switzerland  by  exempting  brood 
mares  from  military  requisition. 

A  very  striking  feature,  from  an  American  point  of  view,  is  tiie 
comparative  scarcity  of  mules,  asses,  and  donkeys  in  Switzerland. 
On  the  date  of  the  recent  census  14  Swiss  Cantons  (Uri,  Schwyz, 
Obwalden,  Nidwalden,  Glarus,  Zug,  Solothum,  Baselstadt,  Baselland, 
Schaffhausen,  Appenzell  A-Rh.,  Appenzell  I-Kh.,  Aargau,  and  Thur- 
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£m)  reported  in  all  s  total  of  raily  41  mules  and  86  donkeys,  and 
e  Canton  Sehaffhaosen  now  has  onljf  2  donkeys.  The  southern 
Cantons  lead  in  the  number  of  these  animals,  the  Canton  of  Valais 
hsTing  2,464  mules  and  ^3  donkeys,  and  the  Italian  Canton  of  Tes- 
sin  265  muks  and  363  donkeys.  In  the  former  Canton  there  are, 
of  course,  incinded  the  464  moles  at  the  military  stations  at  ifartigny, 
•set  SioB. 

All  Cantons  Show  Increases  in  Cattle. 

All  of  the  Cantons  showed  increases  in  the  number  of  cattle.  The 
greatest  increase  was  20.8  per  cent  in  the  Canton  Vaud  and  the 
smallest  0.5  per  cent  in  Cftstosk  TessiB.  The  Swiss  cattle  industry 
is  important  not  <ffily  as  a  source  ioe  beef,  but  doubtless  to  a  greater 
extent  as  the  basis  for  great  export  industries  of  cheese  and  con- 
densed milk.  Owing  to  the  increase  since  tiie  war  in  the  value  of 
the  exports  of  these  two  products,  as  well  as  of  fresh  milk,  the  Swi.ss 
cattle-growing  industry  has  been  very  profitable,  in  spite  of  the  high 
cost  oi  feed.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  there  has  been  a  very 
decided  decrease  in  the  importa^ou  of  beef  cattle.  On  the  other 
band,  on  account  of  the  hi^  price,  there  has  also  been  a  decline  in 
the  quantity  of  beef  and  other  meats  consumed  and  a  substitution 
of  cheese  and  other  food  products  for  meat.  The  Federal  military 
commissary,  in  a  way,  early  established  a  standard  in  this  respect 
in  reducing  the  meat  rations  of  the  soldiers  in  the  field  and  in  sub- 
stituting cheese  rations. 

Ckang«s  in  HKmWv  «t  Hag*  in  ▼asiowr  Cantadtt. 

Fifteen  Cantons  showed  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  hogs 
and  10  Cantons  showed  an  increase,  the  greatest  decrease  being  iJl 
per  cent  in  the  Canton  Appenzell  A.-Rh.,  and  the  greatest  increases, 
68.1  and  38.9,  per  cent,  respectively,  in  the  city  Cantons  of  Baselstadt 
and  Geneva.  The  high  increase  in  the  latter  case  is,  however,  due  to 
the  fact  that  on  April  19,  1916,  it  happened  that  there  were  large 
numbers  of  butchers'  hogs  on  the  maricets  at  those  places; 

In  general  the  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  hogs,  as  compared 
with  the  census  for  1911,  was  due  in  the  first  place  to  the  decreased 
inoportation  since  the  war  began,  and  in  the  second  place  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  feed  situation.  During  the  war  potatoes  have  been 
so  expensive  that  they  could  be  used  only  as  food  for  human  beings. 
The  aistillation  of  potatoes  into  alcohol  was  also  forbidden  by  decree 
of  the  Federal  Council  dated  August  27,  1914.  It  has  been  difficult 
in  many  instances  to  obtain  a  substitute  for  the  potatoes  formerly 
used  as  hog  feed,  especially  as  the  feeding  of  all  grains  capable  of 
being  ground  into  flour  was  likewise  forbidden  by  decree  of  the 
Federal  Council  dated  August  27, 1914. 

Swiss  Wool  Again  Aetlve  in  Hoai«  Xarket. 

During  the  Middle  Ages  and  up  into  the  nineteenth  century  tike 
sheep  industry  was  very  important  m  Switzerland,  and  wocd  of  Swiss 
proanetion  omstituted  by  t&T  the  principal  raw  product  of  the  Swiss 
woolen  industries.  Wiui  the  developo)ent  of  tranaportaticm,  bow- 
ever,  Swiss  wool  could  no  longer  compete  with  the  Australian  and 
Argentine  staples.  Only  since  embargoes  have  been  established 
upon  wool  by  tlie  various  producing  countries,,  as  an  accorapanisoent 
or  the  present  war,  has  Swiss  wool  again  found  a  ready  demand  in 
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the  home  market.  Tliis  is  doubtless  the  principal  reason  for  the 
increased  production  of  sheep,  as  shown  in  the  recent  census.  A 
second  reason  is  the  present  high  price  of  mutton. 

Goats  are  relatively  very  important  in  Switzerland,  both  on  account 
of  their  milk  and  on  account  of  the  meat  of  the  young  goats,  the 
so-called  gitzi  meat,  which  is  greatly  relished  during  certain  seasons. 
The  numerical  increase  with  reference  to  the  previous  census  is  said 
to  be  due  principally  to  the  efforts  of  the  poorer  working  classes  to 
maintain  goats  for  milk. 

[An  (irtlde  on  the  prices  of  Swiss  cattle  was  published  in  Commebce  Rcfobts 
for  June  21,  1916.] 

GBOWINO  XrSE  OF  FABU  TSACTOBS  IN  CTHBA. 

[Consul  II.  U.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Habana,  Aug.  2.) 

There  is  a  growing  demand  in  Cuba  for  both  light  and  heavy 
farm  tractors,  and  it  is  believed  that  many  will  be  sold  here  this 
year.  Some  of  the  larger  sugar  estates  already  have  tractors  in 
operation.  These  are  heavy  machines,  as  a  rule,  of  the  higher  horse- 
power, and  are  used  for  plowing  and  preparing  the  land  for  the 
planting  of  cane  and  other  crops.  Only  the  highest  grade  machines 
are  suitable  for  work  in  Cuba.  Gasoline  has  been  used  principally 
as  a  fuel,  although  prior  to  the  advance  in  the  price  of  alcohol  this 
also  was  used  to  some  extent. 

It  is  believed  that  the  greatest  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  tractors 
in  Cuba  will  be  with  the  large  sugar  estates,  although  a  few  of  the 
lower-powered  machines  are  in  use  on  the  general  farms,  nad  it  is 
likely  that  there  will  be  a  demand  for  more  as  the  advni^.ages  of 
tractors  are  more  generally  demonstrated.  Prices  of  mules  sind  oxen 
are  at  present  very  high  in  this  country,  and  the  prospect.?^  seem  lo 
indicate  a  continued  advance  in  the  cost  of  these  animals.  There  b 
also  a  growing  appreciation  among  agriculturists  of  the  necessity  for 
deeper  and  better  plowing  of  the  lands  for  all  crops. 

Practical  Demonstrations  Lllcely  fo  Have  Besnlts. 

It  would  be  well  to  arrange  for  practical  demonstrations  of  Ameri- 
can tractors  in  Cuba.  Manufacturers  might  consult  the  director  of 
the  agricultural  experiment  station  at  Santiago  de  las  Vegas  in 
regard  to  such  plans.  Mr.  H.  A.  Van  Hermann,  an  American  em- 
ployed by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  Cuba  as  an  expert 
demonstrator,  would  be  in  a  position  to  give  advice.  He  may  be 
addressed  care  of  the  department,  in  Habana. 

Tractors  for  use  in  agricultural  operations  are  classified  under  Na 
216  of  the  Cuban  import  tariff  and,  with  the  20  per  cent  reduction 
allowed  to  the  product  of  the  United  States  under  the  reciprocity 
agreement,  are  dutiable  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  ad  valorem.  A  cer- 
tificate must  be  presented  signed  by  the  alcalde  of  the  municipality 
where  the  tractor  is  used,  showing  that  the  machine  is  employed 
exclusively  in  the  preparation  of  the  ground  or  gathering  crops,  or 
cleaning  and  improving  them  without  essentially  changing  their 
nature. 

[An  article  on  the  use  of  gasoline  engines  In  Cuba  was  published  lu  Ck>KifXBCB 
Rkpobtb  for  May  17,  161.6.] 
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TIm  aectkm  of  the  Atlazitic  Ootst  Pilot  eorerm^  the  coast  and 
iBhad  Wftt«n  from  Sandj  Hook  to  Cape  Hrary,  mduding  Dela- 
ware and  Chesapeake  Bays  and  the  inside  route  from  New  York 
to  Norfolk,  has  been  chaaged  in  form  and  rewritten  largely  froja 
w/w  data.  ItB  scope  has  Men  oonsiderably  extended,  e&peciaDy  by 
the  introduction  of  information  for  the  nse  of  ^nall  craft  and 
motor  boats.  Some  new  features  are  the  tables  of  largest  dry-docks 
■ad  marine  railways,  a  table  showing  the  average  number  of  houi-s 
per  month  that  tne  fog  signals  were  operated,  and  the  oomplete 
meteorological  tables  for  this  regi<Hi  which  were  prepared  by  the 
Unit«d  States  Weather  Bureau.  Current  observatimis  have  alslb 
added  oonsiderable  new  information  as  to  tines  of  alack  water  at 
important  points. 

The  new  publication  is  entitled  Atlantic  Coast  Pilot,  Section  C, 
and  "Was  prcraared  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Surrey. 
It  replaces  Coast  Pilot,  Parts  V  and  VI.  It  contains  descriptions 
of  the  navigable  waters  in  this  region  with  directions  for  navigating 
them,  information  concerning  port  facilities,  places  where  supplies 
and  fuel  can  be  obtained,  where  repairs  can  be  made,  tidal  and 
current  information,  and  much  other  information  useful  to  vessels 
of  every  class. 

The  volume  embodies  the  results  of  surveys  and  special  investiga- 
tions by  the  Survey,  the  Corps  of  Enjtineers,  United  States  Army, 
and  others.  The  volume  is  on  saU-  nt  the  office  of  the  Coast  and 
Greodetic  Survey  in  Warfiington.  I).  C,  »nd  «t  Uie  agencies  of  tlia 
Survey  in  all  the  principal  seai)<)rts. 


AMEBICAXr  COHSTJLAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consulai-  ofiiccis  iiro  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glud  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  a\ai!al>le  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  dirccteil  to  the  consulate. 


Kum. 


West,  George  N 

Hale,r.D 

llMMnMi,WililMnW 

Baker,  E.  Oaritan 

Uonacban,  J.  C 

InWI,  Mm  r. ..._.. 
feaaer,  OwhninH... 
OmAv.JumB 

ammm,  atHi...  ■.  ■  ■ . 

Latag,  lamu  OUvei. .. 
teooard,  Walter  A  . . .. 
OAome,  JQbnBaU.... 


Post. 


KoW,  Tapan 

Huddersneld,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  Soutb 

Afrioa. 
MagiaakI,  lapan 

Kingston,  Jamaica .. . 

Chalpo,  China 

Xriort,  Germany 

mania  Falls,  Canada 
PertAatoalQJainaioa. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 


Expira- 
tion of 


Aug.  IS 
Sept.  S 
8«pt.    I 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.  1 
Sept.  l« 
Sept.  I 
Oct.  1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 


Address. 


Oparimm*.  of  State,  Washingtoii,  D.  0. 
I.unenliurtr,  V't. 
CVMNloa,  Ky. 

Apartmrai   No.    75,    n»   Bransrrlck, 

Wa^ltt^oa,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  B« 

.TSBM,  N.  J. 

Oalma.  Ili. 

Dcnarimmt  of  State,  Washlnston,  D.  C. 

K  OtaOi  Hawk  Sireit,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

DapariOMnt  of  State,  Washinstoa,  D.  0. 

r/3  rnivofsdy  Club,  Kansas  City,  Ho. 

Kasex,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
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FOSEiaH  TSABE  OPPOBTUnHES. 

Re6ery«d  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  Its  diatrlet  oBoes.  Beqaest 
for  eacb  opportunity  sbonid  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  evportvaltr  avmber. 
Tbe  Barean  does  not  famish  credit  ratines  or  assume  reeponBtblUtr  as  to  tlw  standlaf 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

MaUett,  No.  22150. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  requefst  iac  the  names  of 
manufacturers  of  mallets  made  of  pig  skin,  a  large  quantity  of  which  the 
Inquirer  states  are  desired  by  a  firm  in  France. 

Paper  bags,  No.  22151. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  writes 
that  n  firm  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  paper  bags  of  all  sixes. 
Quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  Xork,  with  samples,  are  desired. 

Thermometers,  stationery,  etc..  No.  22152. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes 
that  it  Is  In  receipt  of  an  inquiry  from  Russia  for  clinical  thermometers; 
paraffin;  pepper;  vanilla;  ammonia;  wlnestone  sour;  cheviot  and  broad- 
cloth, for  women;  women's  shoes  and  slippo's;  and  writing  paper,  postal 
stationery,  etc. 

Leather,  No.  22153. — A  Norwegian  import  firm  advises  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  leather  for  upholstery  purposes.  Samples  and  prices  should  be 
sent.    CJorrespondence  may  be  in  English.    References. 

Machineru,  No.  22154. — ^A  firm  in  India,  through  its  correspondents  In  the 
United  States,  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  braid,  lace,  and  yarn.    . 

Hosiery,  No.  22155. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  women's  hosiery  of  all  kinds,  particularly  silk  and  silk  lisle. 

Painters'  supplies,  etc..  No.  22156. — ^Tbe  Bureau  is  Informed  that  a  firm  in  Spain 
is  in  the  market  for  decorators'  and  painters'  supplies,  colors  In  powder, 
lend  pencils  and  copying  iiencHs,  ond  rubber  erasers,  etc.  Quotations  and 
literature  may  be  transmitted  to  the  firm's  corresitondent  In  tbe  United 
States. 

Provisions,  hardware,  etc.,  No.  22157. — A  firm  of  manufacturers'  representatives 
In  Argentina  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  secure 
the  agency  in  that  country  of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
groceries  and  food  products  of  nil  kinds,  construction  materials,  and  hard- 
ware, etc.    CJorrespondence  in  Siinnish.    Reference. 

Elastic,  No.  22158. — ^A  firm  in  tlie  United  States  desires  to  secure  for  trans- 
mittal to  Its  correspondents  in  Japan  quotations  and  literature  covering 
cotton  and  silk  elastic  for  garters  and  braces,  etc. 

Optical  goods,  etc..  No.  22159. — A  man  in  Australia  has  Informed  an  American 
consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  optical  goods  of  all  kinds,  including  priseptometers,  electrk: 
vibrators,  clips,  lenses,  and  rimless  glasses ;  also  scientific  instruments  for 
producing  ultra  violet  rays,  spinthariscopes,  spectroscopes,  electroscopes,  eta 

Stationery,  etc..  No.  22160. — ^A  firm  in  tlie  West  Indies  desires  to  receive  quota- 
tions on  stationery  and  fountain  pens.  Literature,  samples,  etc.,  may  be 
submitted  through  the  firm's  correspondent  in  the  United  States. 

Cotton  goods,  etc.  No.  22161. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands 
reports  that  an  agent  In  that  country  wishes  to  represent,  on  a  commission 
basis,  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods,  cotton  prints  for  women^ 
dresses,  underwear  for  men  and  women,  and  woolen  goods.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English. 
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BESTBICTION  OF  BAG  EXFOSTS  FBOU  SFAIH. 

(Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yost,  Barcelona,  July  21.) 

According  to  the  Spanish  press,  the  manufacturers  of  woolen  tex- 
tiles at  Alcoy  and  dealers  in  old  rags  have  entered  into  an  agreement 
under  the  terms  of  which  the  latter  agree  to  furnish  the  former 
with  the  necessary  rags  on  the  basis  of  present  industrial  capacity, 
pledging  themselves  not  to  export  any  rags  until  the  needs  of  the 
Spanish  manufacturers  are  supplied.  Orders  must  be  placed  before 
the  20th  of  each  month,  and  the  rag  dealers  are  obliged  to  accept 
the  orders  within  five  days  and  report  the  same  to  the  Spanish  sub- 
treasury.  This  agreement  is  to  remain  in  force  until  October  1,  and 
is  subject  to  renewal. 

CONSUIAB  WOEE  IN  CANABY  ISLANDS. 

(Consul  George  U.  Stiles,  Tenerltte,  July  10.] 

The  utility  of  the  cabled  "  Trade  Opportunity  "  in  consular  trade- 
extension  work  was  clearly  demonstrated  during  the  past  quarter, 
when  this  consulate  wired  the  fact  that  the  municipality  of  Teneriffe 
was  in  the  market  for  a  cargo  of  gas  coal.  The  cable,  sent  late  on 
June  8,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  American  coal  trade  on  June  10, 
and  on  June  12  replies  began  arriving.  Terms,  quantities,  and  credit 
arrangements  were  quickly  agreed  upon,  this  office  acting  as  inter- 
preter for  the  city  officials.  JBy  June  22  the  money  involved  (some 
$20,000)  had  been  transferred  to  a  New  York  bank  and  the  trans- 
action closed.  City  officials  here  were  warm  in  commendation  of 
the  thoroughness  or  the  system  through  which  they  had  been  placed 
in  communication  with  American  producers. 

Other  results  of  consular  effort  that  came  to  light  in  the  June 
quarter  were  the  sale  of  outboard  motors  and  the  introduction  of 
American  straw  hats.  The  general  export  trade  of  the  United  States 
with  the  Canaries  is  evidenUy  broadening,  as  two  new  general  agen- 
cies were  opened  by  American  exporting  firms,  one  in  Teneriffe  and 
one  in  Las  Palmas. 
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CEKEKT  POSTS  FOB  AUSTBIAH  HOP  GABBEBB. 

ICoDsnl  Wallace  3.  Toung,  Carlsbad,  July  11.] 

Experiments  now  being  carried  on  in  Grermany,  if  successful,  may 
create  a  market  in  the  Carlsbad  district  for  an  American  product.  It 
is  proposed  to  use  cement  posts  in  hop  gardens  for  carrying  the  wires 
on  which  the  vines  grow.  Wooden  (pine  and  fir)  poles  are  now  used. 
They  are  about  8  feet  long  and  cost  80  cents  each.  They  are  treated 
with  a  preservative  to  prevent  rot,  and  their  average  life  is  12  to  15 
years. 

If  these  experiments  are  successful,  there  will  be  a  field  here  for 
the  placing  of  cement  machines.  Its  extent  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  in  normal  times,  in  the  Saaz  district,  there  is  a  hop  acreage  of 
30,000,  and  it  is  calculated  that  with  the  present  system  of  wooden 
poles,  210.  poles  are  needed  to  the  acre.  With  the  use  of  concrete 
probably  not  so  many  poles  would  be  needed. 

The  wire  now  used  costs  8.7  cents  per  pound,  a  24  per  cent  increase 
over  the  price  before  the  war.  It  is  estimated  that  the  poles  and 
wires  installed  in  the  hop  gardens  of  the  Saaz  district  represent  an 
investment  of  more  than  #,000,000. 

Frospeots  for  This  Year's  Crop  Improved. 

The  weather  for  hop  growing  has  greatly  improved,  and  it  is  now 
expected  that  this  year's  crop  will  about  equal  that  of  last  year — 
108,000  zentners,  or  11,905,000  pounds — regardless  of  the  reduced 
acreage.  It  is  not  expected  that  there  will  be  a  lack  of  hands  for  the 
hop  picking,  as  women  can  do  this  work.  Last  year  pickers  were 
brought  largely  from  the  Bohemian  Forest  and  the  Ore  Mountains, 
through  the  governmental  registry  and  employment  bureau  for 
Bohemia.  Similar  arrangements  are  being  made  this  year.  So  many 
men  are  now  with  the  Army,  or  engaged  in  governmental  work,  with 
the  consequent  need  of  women  at  home  also  earning  something,  that 
it  is  expected  most  of  the  pickers  this  ^ar  will  be  women  and  chil- 
dren from  the  near-by  parts  of  Bohemia. 

If  the  present  crop  expectations  are  fulfilled,  and  it  is  still  im- 

{>ossible  to  ship  hops  to  the  American  market,  unprecedentedly 
ow  prices  may  be  expected  for  the  Saaz  crop.  As  previoudy  re- 
ported, last  year  not  only  Austrian,  but  German  brewers  Ixragbt 
large  stocks,  and  this  year  they  are  fairly  well  supplied.  Abwut 
8,000  zentners  (661,000  pounds)  of  old  hops,  it  is  estimated,  are 
still  on  hand.  With  the  new  crop  there  will  be  12,566,000  pounds, 
with  a  fair  percentage  of  the  possible  buyers  already  supplied. 


PIATSrS  FOR  NAEEOW-OATOE  BAILWAY  IN  PEEU. 

The  Peruvian  Government  has  authorized  Alfredo  Armand  to 
make  surveys  for  a  narrow-gauge  railway  or  an  air  line  from  a 
point  on  the  Oroya-Hauncayo  Railroad  to  the  mining  region  at 
Jatunhuasi,  located  in  the  province  of  Jauja.  The  plans  for  the 
propo.sed  line  must  be  in  accordance  with  Government  r^ulatioos 
and  must  be  presented  to  the  Department  of  Public  Works  within  a 
j-ear  from  the  date  of  the  concession,  July  7,  which  is  pobiLdied  in 
El  Pcniano  of  July  1-'.  Upon  acceptance  of  the  plans,  uie  Pemvian 
(Government  will  call  for  bids  on  the  constructoin  of  the  railway. 
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SEYELOPDra  V^MASD  POB  OBATUSH  Am)  TILEPISH. 

In  a  campaign  to  induce  the  economic  utilization  of  the  grayfish, 
experiments  have  been  conducted  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  to  develop  ways  in  which  the  fish  could  be  prepared  for 
food  purposes,  and  in  which  the  livers,  skins,  eggs,  etc.,  could  be 
given  value  for  industrial  purposes. 

Within  a  week  after  the  act  authorizing  the  bureau  to  undertake 
this  work  became  a  law,  and  funds  for  the  purpose  were  made  avail- 
able, representatives  of  the  bureau  were  on  the  New  England  coast 
making  arrangements  for  the  undertaking. 

Already  a  limited  market  for  the  fish  has  been  found  in  New  York, 
and  during  the  fall  and  winter  this  will  not  only  be  increased  in 
that  city,  but  extended  to  other  large  communities.  A  market  has 
been  found  for  rough-salted  fish  as  crab  bait  in  Chesapeake  Bay. 

The  liver  oil  will  take  care  of  itself,  and  the  bureau  has  been  as- 
sured that  there  will  be  a  demand  for  the  eggs  for  leather  dressing 
as  soon  as  a  regular  supply  can  be  obtained.  There  is  now  a  small 
market  for  the  skins  for  the  manufacture  of  novelties,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  they  can  be  converted  into  leather  which  will 
find  more"  extensive  use.  The  production  of  gelatin  from  the  fins 
and  fertilizer  from  the  refuse  is  possible,  and  it  is  believed  that  it 
will  become  a  fact  when  the  fishery  shall  have  become  established. 

Further  results,  also,  are  reported  from  the  bureau's  interest  in 
tilefish.  The  landings  of  that  nsh  in  New  York  during  July  reached 
a  total  of  2,200,000  pounds,  which,  with  230,000  pounds  landed  at 
Boston,  made  a  grand  total  of  2,430,000  pounds  as  the  product  of  the 
fishery,  exclusive  of  certain  small  fares  of  unknown  quantity  which 
it  is  underetood  were  brought  into  Newport  and  Atlantic  City-  Be- 
fore July  20,  1,977,000  pounds  were  taken  to  New  York,  the  decrease 
in  the  landings  during  the  last  third  of  the  month  being  due  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  fishermen  with  the  inadequate  landmg  facilities 
at  Fulton  Market  Dock,  bad  weather,  and  the  destruction  of  gear  by 
sharks.  During  the  period  of  heavy  landings  the  price  received  by 
the  fishermen  was  generally  2  cents  a  pound,  a  few  fares  selling  for 
1|  and  IJ  cents.  In  the  latter  part  or  the  month  the  average  price 
was  about  4  cents  per  poimd.  The  total  value  of  the  fishery  during 
July  was  about  $55,000. 

BASIUM  FBODIFCnON  IN  BOHEMIA. 

[Vice  Consul  John  L.  Doucbal,  Pragne,  Austria,  July  17.] 

In  the  mining  of  uranium  ore  in  Bohemia,  25,720  pounds  of 
uraninite  prepared  for  smelting,  having  an  average  value  of  $471.50 
per  100  pounds,  were  produced  in  1915.  Of  the  diflferent  uranium 
compounds,  there  were  produced  in  the  Government  mine  in  Joa- 
chimsthal  2,325  pounds  of  an  average  value  of  $252.50  per  100 
poimds. 

The  Government  factory  for  radium  compounds  produced  com- 
pounds containing  1.754  grams  (27.07  grains)  of  radium  elements 
having  a  total  value  of  $209,364.50.  The  radium  production  in  1915 
represented  an  increase  of  0.879  gram  (13.57  grains)  as  compared 
with  the  production  in  1914,  the  value  of  which  shows  an  increase  of 
$100,000,  in  round  figures. 
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JAPAITESE  SEEK  SOITTH  AMEKICAH  TKABE. 

[CoBsal  G«iieria  WUlUm  W.  Bkadley,  CaUao-Llma,  P«ni.  Joljr  32.) 

Considerable  interest  has  been  manifes^d  by  two  of  the  most 
powerful  Japanese  steamship  companies  during  the  past  few  months 
in  developing  their  service  along  the  west  coast  of  Soath  America. 
Prior  to  the  war  these  companies  had  no  regular  schedules,  but  now 
they  maintain  a  monthly  service  of  steamers  having  a  tcHinage  from 
15,000  to  20,000  tons,  and  are  obviously  making  strong  efforts  to 
capture  the  trade. 

It  is  stated  that  the  important  Japanese  steamship  company,  Toyo 
Risen  Kaisha,  has  recenuy  decided  to  augment  its  service  between 
Hongkong  and  Coronel,  Qiile,  putting  on  three  steamers,  the  Buyo 
Maru,  Hongkong  Maru,  and  one  other.  These  ships  are  to  touch 
at  San  Francisco  and  some  of  the  principal  west  coast  ports  of 
Central  and  South  America,  proceemng  as  far  south  as  Coronel. 
The  service  is  to  be  monthly. 

Japanese  to  Buy  Tive  Chilean  Ships. 

It  is  also  reported  here  that  the  Japanese  steamship  company, 
Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha,  which  has  headquarters  at  Tokyo,  has  fbished 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  five  Chilean  steamers  which  ply 
between  Pimta  Arenas  and  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ports  of  South 
America.  The  steamers  are  the  Goni,  VdUmuela^  Urihe,  Mott,  and 
Boris.  All  will  be  retired  from  their  former  service  and  placed  in 
the  trade  between  Japan,  Korea,  and  China,  replacing  vessels  of  a 
larger  tonnage. 

Tne  Japanese  Government  recently  instructed  the  Japanese  consul 
general  at  Lima  to  make  an  extensive  tour  of  Cliile,  Argentina,  Uru- 
guay, and  Paraguay,  with  a  view  to  seeking  commercial  information 
for  the  improvement  of  the  trade  between  Japan  and  these  countries. 
He  has  very  recently  returned  from  a  two  months  trip,  after  an 
extensive  visit  not  only  to  the  seaports  but  to  many  of  the  interior 
towns  of  these  countries. 

(American  Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  Chile,  }n\y  17.) 
To  Develop  Commerce  Between  Japan  and  Chile. 

Plans  for  increasing  the  commercial  relations  between  Japan  and 
Chile  are  mentioned  by  the  Mercurio  of  Santiago,  which  on  July  13 
published  the  following  statement: 

According  to  Information  receive*!  from  Yokohama,  It  Is  learned  that  a  com- 
pany with  a  large  capital  has  been  organized  in  that  city  under  the  name 
Pacific  Trading  Co..  whose  chief  business  will  be  the  importing  and  exporting 
of  goods  from  and  to  the  Pnciflc  const  countries. 

Mr.  Mnritaro  Morimoto,  who  has  organized  this  company,  came  to  tbis 
country  in  cliarge  of  the  Japanese  exposition,  and  this  organization  Is  the 
result  of  the  study  ho  made  of  our  market  and  also  of  the  commercial  com- 
mission which  visltetl  us  a  short  time  ago  from  Japan,  of  whiicfa  Mr.  Morimoto 
was  the  leader. 

Operations  will  i)robably  begin  In  August 


COTTOH  CBOF  OF  ADANA. 

[Conanl  Edward  I.  Nathan,  Merslnn,  Turkey,  July  13.) 

This  years  cotton  crop  of  the  Turkish  Province  of  Adana  will 
probably  not  exceed  20,000  bales,  owing  to  the  diminished  acreage 
and  the  exceptionally  hot  winds  that  prevailed  in  June. 
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MATCH  INDUSTBT  IN  TONKIN  AND  NOBTHEBN  ANNAH. 

(Consul  Lawrence  P.  Briggs,  Saigon.  French  Indo-China,  Maj  31.1 

The  annual  production  of  matches  by  three  factories  in  Indo- 
China  (one  in  Tonkin  and  two  in  northern  Annam)  is  now  about 
22,000  cases  of  7,200  boxes  each.  This  product  goes  a  long  way 
toward  supplying  the  local  market.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  market 
of  Tonkin  and  Annam  has  for  some  years  been  practically  occupied 
by  the  product  of  these  three  factories,  and  they  have  nearly  driven 
Japanese  matches  out  of  Cochin  China  and  Cambodia.  Matches  are 
exported  in  small  quantities  every  year  from  Haiphong  to  France 
and  accasionally  to  other  countries. 

The  annual  production  of  matches  in  these  three  factories  is  more 
than  3,000,000  kilos  per  year,  considering  a  case  of  7,200  boxes  pre- 
pared for  shipment  as  weighing  140  kilos  (kilo=2.2  pounds]).  The 
following  tables  show  in  kilos  for  the  years  1910-1914,  inclusive,  the 
shipments,  both  foreign  and  coastwise,  from  Tonkin  and  Annam,  and 
the  receipts  at  each  of  the  principal  ports  of  Indo-China : 


1910 

1911 

1»U 

19U 

1914 

aUpped  bom  Halpbong  to— 

EOoi. 

243,277 

l,00e.436 

7,000 

760 

260,960 

826,777 

21,280 

1,604 

KOoi. 

232,615 

1,139,185 

21,731 

8,434 

KUm. 

303,594 

1,619,483 

37,100 

11,300 

225,300 

1,085.500 

France 

32,000 

Total 

1,350,463 

1,118,530 

1,391,955 

1,971,377 

1,332,800 

Baoeipts  at  port  of— 

1.99S 
330,414 

262 
221,291 

2,989 
136,088 

317 
175,743 

200 

flftlMn 

173,688 

Total 

322,413 

221,553 

139,077 

176,069 

173,888 

TMtorles  Wlilch  Exist  Purely  for  the  Local  Trade. 

Although  the  largest  match  factories  of  Indo-China  are  in  north- 
ern Annam,  they  come  within  the  Haiphong  customs  district  and  have 
no  connection  with  the  rest  of  Annam  except  by  coastwise  steamer 
from  Haiphong.  They  find  their  chief  market  in  Tonkin,  Annam, 
and  other  parts  of  Indo-China.  So  far,  they  exist  almost  purely  for 
the  local  trade,  which  they  have  nearly  absorbed.  The  decreased  pro- 
duction of  the  old  Hanoi  factory  during  the  past  three  years  has  been 
due  partly  to  the  war  and  partly  to  the  competition  caused  by  the 
increased  activity  of  the  two  other  factories. 

The  product  of  these  factories  ranges  from  a  very  inferior  to  a  fair 
grade  of  matches,  but  the  price  is  so  low  that  competition  is  almost 
impossible.  A  case  of  7,200  boxes  of  the  best  grade  of  local  matches 
sells  at  retail  in  Saigon  for  63  piasters  (a  pia^r  is  generally  worth 
a  little  less  than  50  cents.  United  States  currency).  This  is  less  than 
a  cent  a  box,  local  currency  (less  than  half  a  cent  a  box.  United  States 
currency). 

A  box,  which  contains  about  55  or  60  matches,  retails  for  1  cent 
local  currency.  The  Japanese  boxes  selling  at  the  same  price  are  con- 
siderably smaller.  A  similar  quality  of  matches,  containing  about 
the  same  number  in  a  box  and  put  up  for  the  local  market  in  much 
the  same  form  as  the  Tonkin  matches,  finds  a  small  sale  here.  These 
matches  are  sent  to  Saigon  by  a  Singapore  firm,  but  are  said  to  come 
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from  Sweden.    Practically  all  the  rest  of  the  imported  matches  are 
of  Japanese  origin,  imported  directly  or  through  Hongkong. 

Cheap  Labor  Hakes  Cost  of  ProdnetioB  Low. 

The  principal  reason  for  the  cheapness  of  these  matches  is  the  low 
cost  of  production  due  to  the  abundance,  cheapness,  and  skill  of  the 
Tonkinese  laborers.  Each  of  these  factories  employs  from  300  to 
.500  workmen,  whose  wages  range  from  10  to  50  cents  (5  to  25  cents, 
United  States  currency)  per  day,  but  since  the  great  majority  of  the 
workers  are  women  and  children,  the  wages  paid  probably  do  not 
average  more  than  20  cents  (10  cents  United  Stat^  currency)  per 
day.  The  Tonkinese  are  industrious  and  apt  with  simple  machinery. 
Native  labor  is  much  cheaper  and  more  skilful  in  Tonkin  and  north- 
em  Annam  than  in  Oxshin  China. 

The  first  of  the  three  factories  mentioned  was  established  at 
Hanoi  in  1895.  It  has  several  times  changed  hands,  but  for  the  last 
10  years  has  been  owned  by  the  Soci4t6  Indochinoise  des  Allumettes, 
a  joint-stock  company  with  a  capital  of  1,600,000  francs  ($308,800), 
and  leased  to  the  Chmese  firm  of  A-Lim  &  Co.  During  the  first  10 
years  of  its  existence,  this  factory  turned  out  only  about  500  cases 
of  7,200  boxes  each ;  but  since  it  was  refitted  10  years  ago  its  product 
has  been  about  5,000  cases  per  year.  The  plant  is  equipped  with 
modern  machinery  and  includes  a  factory  for  making  boxes  and 
cases.  The  matchwood  is  rafted  down  the  Red  River  from  above 
Vietri. 

Since  1903  this  Soci6t4  has  operated  a  match  factory  at  Ben-thuy 
near  Vinh  in  northern  Annam.  This  mill  employs  about  500  work- 
men and  has  a  capacity  of  8,000  to  10,000  cases  a  year.  The  timber 
for  this  factory's  use,  like  that  for  the  Hanoi  establishment,  comes 
mainly  from  Vietri.  It  is  equipped  with  box  machinery,  but  the 
box  material  is  usually  prepared  by  the  adjoining  sawmill  of  the 
closely-related  Societe  Forestiere  et  Commerciale  de  1' Annam. 

Hard  to  Oet  KaterlaU  Under  War  Condltionf. 

The  chemicals  used  have  come  mainly  from  France.  They  were 
generally  purchased  by  the  Paris  representative  of  this  firm  or,  in  an 
emergency,  obtained  from  local  dealers.  Since  the  war  began,  there 
has  been  some  difficulty  in  getting  materials,  partly  on  account  of 
decreased  production  or  increased  consumption  of  some  of  these 
materials  and  partly  to  lack  of  tonnage  and  consequent  delayed 
shipments  and  nigh  freight  rates.  Petroleum  and  paraffin  can  be 
supplied  by  the  English  and  American  firms  doing  business  in  Indo- 
China,  and  glue  and  paper  can  be  purchased  locally  or  imported 
from  China.  The  greatest  trouble  during  the  past  year  has  been 
to  obtain  the  sheet  zinc  which  was  formerly  used  to  line  the  cases 
exported  to  foreign  countries  or  shipped  to  Cochin  China,  and 
Cambodia.    The  price  of  sheet  zinc  has  increased  enormously. 

In  1910  the  Societe  des  Scieries  et  des  Fabriques  d'AUumettes  du 
Thnnh-hoa  established  a  match  factory  at  Ham-rong  near  Thanh- 
hoa  in  northern  Annam.  This  organization  has  operated  a  sawmill 
at  Ham-rong  since  1904,  but  the  mill  is  now  used  mainly  as  an  ad- 
junct to  the  match  factory.  The  headquarters  of  this  firm  is  at  1 
rue  d'Argenson,  Paris.  It  has  a  capital  stock  of  1,000,000  francs 
($193,000). 
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tbows  Great  Increase  ia  Annual  Output. 

During  the  first  four  years  of  its  existence  this  factory  turned 
cut  about  3,000  cases  per  year,  but  since  the  beginning  of  1914  the 
annual  output  has  been  nearly  8,000  cases.  The  matchwood,  like 
that  of  the  two  other  factories,  comes  from  above  Vietri;  but  the 
wood  for  cases  is  rafted  down  the  Song  Ma  and  sawed  at  the  mill. 
The  source  of  supply  for  other  materials  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
Hanoi  and  Ben-thuy  factories^  and  what  has  been  said  about  the 
difficulty  these  factories  experienced  in  getting  supplies  is  equally 
true  of  the  Thanh-hoa  factory. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1914  a  Chinese  company  was  formed  to 
establish  a  match  factory  at  Cholon  in  Cochin  China.  The  ma- 
chinery was  purchased  and  quotations  were  asked  of  American 
dealers  for  the  furnishing  of  chemicals  and  other  materials.  The 
difficulty  of  getting  materials  will  probably  retard  this  enterprise 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  at  least. 


ABGEnmirE  HAinrFACIUBE  OF  ALITHIinnt  SULPHATE. 

Among  the  chemicals  formerly  imported  by  Argentina  from  Ger- 
many, and  now  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  market,  is  sulphate  of 
aluminum,  which  is  used  for  clarifying  the  drinking  water  in 
Buenos  Aires  and  in  some  of  the  provincial  cities.  The  price  of 
this  chemical,  according  to  the  Revista  Financiera  y  Comercial  of 
July  1,  has  increased  400  per  cent  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war,  being  quoted  now  by  American  firms  at  $120  to  $185  per 
ton,  with  no  assurance  of  tne  shipment  of  sufficient  quantities.  The 
total  amount  required  in  Argentma  for  the  year  1917  is  estimated 
at  8,000  tons,  which  would  mean  an  expenditure  of  at  least  $960,000 
for  this  coagulant. 

The  Argentina  public  health  works  (Direccion  de  las  Obras  Sani- 
tarias  de  la  Naci6n)  reviewed  the  situation  in  a  note  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  plant  for  the  manu- 
facture of  aluminum  sulphate,  at  an  initial  expense  of  $188,000, 
which  has  now  been  officially  authorized.  The  desired  product  is 
obtained  through  the  reaction  of  hot  sulphuric  acid  on  kaolin,  and 
Argentina  can  supply  the  kaolin  from  the  Sierra  Chica  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Buenos  Aires  and  also  from  various  points  in  the  Province 
of  Cordoba.  It  is  estimated  that  aluminum  sulphate  can  be  manu- 
factured under  present  conditions  at  a  cost  of  $26  per  ton,  and  at 
$10  per  ton  less  when  the  the  price  of  sulphuric  acid  falls  to  normal. 


Snccessfnl  Spanish  Automobile  Agency. 

A  Malaga  firm  which  undertook  the  agency  for  two  makes  of 
American  automobiles,  also  motorcycles  and  automobile  oil,  as  the 
result  of  information  supplied  by  the  United  States  consulate  in 
that  Spanish  port,  has  already  sold  five  cars  costing  $5,410,  has 
ordered  four  others  to  cost  $4,140  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  and  has  disposed 
of  80  barrels  of  oil  billed  at  $1,990  and  three  motorcycles  at  $1,125, 
making  the  total  business  to  date  $12,665. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


682 


COMMBBCE  REPOBTB. 


FBOGBESS  OF  AHEBICAH  SHIFBUILBIBfO. 

Steel  merchant  vessels  building  or  iinder  contract  to  be  built  in 
private  American  shipyards  on  August  1, 1916,  according  to  builders' 
returns  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  mun- 
bered  389,  of  1,260,978  gross  tons,  an  increase  of  4  vessels  and  35,194 
tons  over  the  return  for  July  1, 1916. 

SistrlkntioB  ot  Work. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  this  work  among  the 
several  builders  of  steel  vessels  in  the  United  States  reporting  mer- 
chant vessels  under  contract  or  under  construction,  ana,  separately, 
the  number  and  gross  tonnage  of  the  ships  building  or  under  contract 
which  the  builders  expect  to  launch  during  the  current  fiscal  year 
(340  vessels  of  1,004,523  gross  tons),  and  those  which  will  not  be 
launched  until  some  time  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1918  (49 
vessels  of  256,455  gross  tons).  These  dates  of  launching,  of  course, 
are  subject  to  the  usual  allowances  for  delays. 


Shipyards. 


Mercbant  oonslruo- 
tkm,  Aug.  1, 1916. 


Nom- 


Qross  tons. 


To  b*  fanmched  during  flacal  year 
ending- 


June  m,  1917. 


Num- 
ber. 


Gross  tons. 


Jnne  30,  ItU. 


Kam- 
ber. 


Gross 
tons. 


Bridge 
Trenton,  N.  Jf 

Amwicnn  ShipbuiklingCo.,  CleTehmd,  Ohio. 

Bclblflem  S«pel  Co.,  Maiyland  ShipbuJId- 
InR  Flint,  Sparrows  Point,  Md.o 

Baltimore  Drv-  Docks  &  Shipbuilding  Co., 
Ballitrore,  iJd 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Dath,  Me 

Charles  Damos  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Chester  Khipbuildliig  Co.,  Chester,  Pa. 

Clinton  Shijibuildiog  <&  Bepair  Co.,  Phila- 
delphia, l*a 

Cowl(u  Shipyard  Co.,  BuaUo,  N.  Y , 

Ellicott  Machine  Corporation,  Baltimore, 

Md r 

Fore  Hiror  Shipbuilding  Corporation, 
<iulncv.  Mass 

George  tawley  &  Sons  Corporation,  Nepon- 
sot,Mass , 

Great  Lakes  Engineering  Works,  Detroit, 
Mich 

Great  I.akes  Towing  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio .. 

Barlim  &  HoUingsworth  Corporation,  Wil- 
mington, Del 

Bon-ard  Shipyards  Co.,  JeSenonTllle,  Ind. . 

James  Kees  ic  Sons  Co.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 

Manitowoc  Shipbuilding  4i  Dry  Dodc  Co., 
Manitowoc,  Wis 

UerrlU  Stevens  Co.,  Joclcsonville,  Fla 

Moore  &  Scott  Iron  Works,  Oakland,  Cal... 

Newport  News  Shlpbulldfaig  &  Dry  Dock 
Co.,  Newport  News,  Va 

New  York  Shipbuilding  Co., Camden,  N.  J.. 

PuseyA  Jones  Co.,  Wilmington,  Del 

Seattle  Construction  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Beat- 
Ue,Wash 

Sldnner  &  Eddy  Corporation,  Seattle,  Wash. 

epedden  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Baltimore,  Hd.. 

Standard  Bhlpboilding  Corporation,  New 

York,N.Y......Tri: r.rrTT! 

Etalen  Island  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Fort  Rkb- 
mond,  N.  Y 

emi  Bhlpbulldlng  Co.,  PhDadelpfaia,  Pa 

Tunpa  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Tampa, 
Fla 


105 
23 

13 

7 
3 
2 
13 

I 
3 

2 

14 

I 

12 

4 

IS 
« 
1 

8 

4 
S 

16 
24 
U 

7 

e 

3 


49,394 
82,200 

73,400 

24,«I0 

t 1,600 

375 

US,  700 

ESO 

K 

cm 

»  87,800 

75 

48,730 
300 

<3,9S0 

8,400 

300 

10,700 

3,«oe 

18,000 

111,947 
121,538 
13,908 

43,000 

35,720 
730 

28,800 

S,241 
14,300 

2,000 


105 
23 


49,394 
83,200 

47,640 

34,500 

» 1,000 

875 

58,700 

800 

50 

100 

»  74,444 

75 

13,020 
360 

40,384 

3,400 

300 

10,700 
2,500 
10,000 

00,609 
79,835 
3,100 

4t,0(» 
85,720 

no 

18,800 
8,341 


»,8a 


13,366 


15,110 

n.ta 


8,600 

45,248 
41,703 
9,600 


M,« 


<  Formerly  known  a ;  the  Maryland  Steel  Ca 


3,000 
Mnoompleta. 
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Merchant  construc- 
tion, Aug.  1,1916. 

To  be  launched  during  fiscal  year 
ending- 

ShJpyu-ds. 

June  30, 1917. 

June  30, 1911 

Num- 
ber. 

aross  tons. 

Num- 
ber. 

QrosstoDs. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross 
ions. 

Tiak-ShlpBafldingCorpanUaD,N«irbua|^, 

S 

4 

6 

12 

l.SflO 
26,000 
2S,620 

oaoi.iss 

28,  MO 
78,400 

3 

I 
25 

i 

12 

l.SOO 

12,600 

17.220 

"159,958 

22.800 

78.400 

Ttsu  Staunshtp  Co.,  Bath,  M« 

TtMo  SUpboUdtng  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Unioo  Iron  Works  Co.,  S«>  tlnnnhnn.  Cal.. 

WfllUNtta  Iron  &  Steel  Worki  and  North- 
west Stael  Co.,  Portland,  Orog 

Wmiam  Cramp  &  Sons  Shin  4t  Engine 
BuHdidg  Co.,  Philadelphia, Pa 

2 
3 
« 

1 

13.400 
5,400 
41,200 

5,700 

1^ 

^ 

Total 

389 

» 1,280,978 

340 

a  1,001,523 

49 

256,455 

'  Inoomplete. 


DetaUs  of  New  Contracts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  new  contracts  for  building 
steel  ships  entered  into  during  July,  1916,  so  far  as  reported  by  ship- 
builders: 


Vessels. 

Gross 
ton- 
nage. 

Speed, 
knots. 

Owner. 

Trade. 

Probable  date 
of  launch. 

BethJehem     Steel    Co., 
Marirlaod   Shipbuild- 
ing tlant- 
No.  165 

7,362 
7,853 

5,100 

6,700 
5,700 

7,100 
7,100 

10 
10 

101 

i8l 

Ore  Steamship  Co 

No.lOS 

do 

Do. 

Chester      Shipbuilding 
Co.— 
No.  348 

Shawmnt   Steamship 
Not  Ct7ea 

do 

1917  deUveiy. 
End  of  1917. 

Fore  River  Sbipbulld- 
hig  Corporation- 

do 

No.  273 

...  .&.^::::..:::::::. 

do 

Do. 

Eon  ShipbaUding  Co.- 

Bulk  on 

Norembe-,  1917. 

No.2 

do 

^0     ..... 

Do 

Completed  Ships. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  steel  ships  completed  dur- 
ing the  month  of  July,  1916,  by  the  builder  named,  all  of  which  are 
steamers: 


Vessels. 

Gross 
tonnage. 

Speed, 
knots. 

Owner. 

Type. 

Trade. 

Great     Lakes      Engineering 
Works: 
B««dut« 

453 

7,811 
1,697 

10 

10 
10 

MetTitt  &  Chapman  Derrick 

and  Wrecking  Co. 
Pittsburgh  Steamship  Co. . . 
J.  L.  Crosthwalte 

Wrecking 
tug. 

Cargo 

do 

Coasting. 

Da 
Do. 

Wmiam  A.  McGonagle.... 
Mnnlitlft       .    . 

Increase  in  Chilean  Customs  Bevennes. 

Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena  reports  that  Chile's  customs  revenues 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  were  $8,432,380  in  excess  of  those  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  More  than  half  of  the  import 
taxes  were  collected  at  Valparaiso,  and  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  ex- 
port taxes  were  paid  at  Antofagasta  and  Inquique. 
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THE  USE  OP  BTJBBEB  TIBES  IH  QtVATEHAIA. 

[Consul  Stunrt  Lupton,  Ouatomala  City,  July  19.) 

Having  received  in  the  past  many  inquiries  as  to  the  eictent  to 
which  rubber  tires  are  used  in  this  Republic,  the  endeavor  has  been 
made  to  include  in  this  report  all  the  available  pertinent  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  trade  in  such  goods  in  Guatemala. 

The  Director  cf  I'olice  of  Guatemala  City  has  stated  to  this  office 
that  of  the  rubber-tired  vehicles  in  use  in  this  capital  307  are  car- 
riages of  all  sorts,  113  are  automobiles,  573  bicycles,  and  17  motor- 
cycles, a  total  of  1,010.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  in  the  rest  of  the 
country  there  are  not  more  than  15  or  20  automobiles  and  rubber- 
tired  carriages,  while  bicycles  and  motorcycles  are  practically  xm- 
known  outside  this  city. 

Special  Ruling  on  Customs  Classification. 

As  there  is  no  specific  provision  in  the  Guatemalan  customs  tariff 
for  rubber  tires,  the  Director  General  of  Customs  for  the  Republic 
was  asked  for  a  ruling.  He  replied  that  automobiles,  tires,  and  other 
accessories  are  classed  with  carriages  and  their  accessories,  the  duties 
on  which  are  as  follows: 

Paragraph  1367 — Carriages  weighing  up  to  100  kilos,  per  kilo  (2.2046  pounds) 
net  weight,  0.30  peso  ($7.21  per  100  pounds). 

Paragraph  1368— Carriages  weighing  from  100  to  250  klloB,  per  kilo  net 
weight.  0.28  peso  ($6.73  per  100  pounds). 

Paragraph  1369 — Carriages  weighing  from  250  to  500  kilos,  per  kilo  net 
weight,  0.25  peso  ($6.01  per  100  pounds). 

Paragraph  1370 — Carriages  weighing  from  500  to  750  kilos,  per  kilo  net 
weight,  0.22  peso  ($5.29  per  100  pounds). 

Paragraph  1371 — Cnrriages  weighing  from  750  to  1,000  kilos,  per  kilo  net 
weight,  0.20  peso  ($4.81  per  100  pounds). 

Paragraph  1372 — Carriages  weighing  more  tlian  1,000  kilos,  per  kilo  net 
weight,  0.17  peso  ($4.09  per  100  pounds). 

He  indicated  that  automobile  tires  and  rubber  tires  for  carriages 
when  shipped  alone  would  be  classified  under  paragraph  1367,  but 
it  is  believed  that  tires  shipped  with  a  carriage  or  automobile  would 
be  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  the  vehicle  to  which  they  appertain. 
He  further  stated  that  motorcycles  and  bicycles  and  their  tires  and 
other  accessories  are  considered  as  included  under  paragraph  1883, 
"velocipedes,  of  all  kinds  and  forms,"  on  which  the  duty  per  kilo 
gross  weight  is  0.30  peso  ($7.21  per  100  pounds). 

All  the  duties  named  above  are  payable  one-half  in  United  States 
currency  and  one-half  in  the  money  of  the  country.  The  local  cur- 
rency is  at  present  worth  about  $0,023  gold  to  the  peso. 

Tires  Kot  Separately  Listed  in  Import  Returns. 

In  the  Guatemalan  customs  retams  rubber  tires  do  not  appear  as 
separate  items,  but  are  included  under  the  several  headings,  ** Acces- 
sories for  vehicles,"'  "Automobiles  and  accessories,"  "Velocipedes, 
bicycles,  and  accessories."  Although  these  headings  are  so  general 
and  include  so  many  things  besides  rubber  tires  that  it  isnardly 
possible  to  fciin  an  idea  of  the  amount  and  source  of  the  tire  im- 
ports, I  give  the  figures  below  in  the  belief  that  they  may  be  inter- 
esting as  an  indication  of  the  countries  supplying  vehicles  on  which 
rubber  tires  are  used : 
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Articles  god  coontrie;. 

1913 

1914 

Articles  aod  countrlej. 

1913 

1914 

AccMnrtos  fcir  veUdas 

134,  M7 

19,775 
142 

«eo 

3,5» 

•0 

40,288 

41,047 

2,010 

tS4,262 

18,857 

184 

Automobiles,  etc.— Contd. 
France        

$92 
3.109 

8,655 
4,748 

314 
3,356 

230 

$4,«31 
158 

Pf4ff"m           . 

Proum 

V«locip*d«3,"bteyclas,  and  ac- 

803 
54,421 
49,332 

4,738 
473 

0iUUd  tCinnteoi 

AntQiiif>t>II«i  11X1(1  nroftfsorifn  . 

Vnlted  States 

Franco 

United  States 

Oermeiiy 

3,653 
<13 

nf*finq< 

United  Klntdom 

[A  list  of  possible  buyers  of  rubber  tires  in  Guatemala  City  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  and  cooperative  offices.    Ask  for  file  No.  78918,] 

GREAT  nrCSEASE  IN  SOUTH  ATSICAK  DfFOBTS. 

(Vice  Consul  John  W.  Dye,  Cape  Town,  Jnly  10.] 

Imports  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1916  mcreased  more  than  50  per  cent  over  the  amount  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year.  The  increase  was  from  $61^56,575 
to  $93^94,939.  For  the  month  of  June  the  advance  over  the  pre- 
ceding year  was  from  $12,963^8  to  $17,526,825.  The  greatest 
growth  m  import  business  was  at  Durban,  where  the  six-months  im- 
port figures  were  $33,627^25  compared  with  $18,802,100  last  year, 
and  the  month's  figures  were  $7,039,558  compared  with  $3,457,128 
in  June,  1915.   The  receipts  at  the  several  ports  were : 


Ports. 

June. 

Janaary-Jam. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

$3,865,463 

3,026,818 

1,043,889 

3,457,128 

989,808 

830,132 

$3,561,334 
3. 864. 522 
1,306,028 
7.099,558 
1,558,205 
194,178 

$16,355,144 
14,240,200 
5,574,714 
18,802,100 
4,»7»,S23 
1,404,885 

$20,202,260 
21,648,771 

Port£Uxab«th 

"^Wt  IXfndOTI  -   I   T-..rT-....iin.i.Trt-TTrrT-*tr...... 

8,288,428 

33,6271225 

6,828,648 
3,089,707 

Othtf  Dorts  and  stations... 

Total. 

12,963,298 

17,525,825 

61,356,575 

93,204,939 

LONDON'S  SALES  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

(Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  England,  Aug.  1.] 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  London  to  the  United 
States  during  the  seven  months  ended  July  31,  1916,  totaled 
$100,792,854,  as  compared  with  $81,634,919  during  the  like  period  in 
1915.    The  principal  articles  contributing  to  these  figures  were : 


ArUelei. 

First  7  mcoths— 

Artich». 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

Snbber 

$37,459,674 
4,176,028 
5,966,729 
2,008,867 
1.420,149 
3,510,649 

$25,883,034 
11,873.076 
6,697,977 
3,925,033 
3,924.416 
3,863,377 

Tea 

$1,921,855 
240.065 

1,615.844 
224,525 

5,383,570 
195,112 

$3,080,480 

Pnoteue  ctoiMS 

Indigo 

2,295,448 

Tin 

Creosote  oil 

1,718,461 

Platinum 

1,362,368 

Tura 

Wool 

1,284,600 

Hides           

Copper.                 

652.397 

For  tho  month  of  July  alone  the  value  was  $11,018,895  in  1915, 
and  $10,475,053  in  1916. 
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CHINESE  PUBCHASES  OF  FOBEION  SOAP. 

[Consul  Willys  U.  Peck,  Tientsin,  July  3.] 

A  Chinese  merchant  states  that  the  best  sellers  among  soap  prod- 
ucts are  always  wrapped,  and  in  most  cases  are  put  up  in  a  fancy 
lx)x  containing  three  cakes.  American  manufacturers  may  arrange, 
with  the  cooperation  of  this  consulate  general,  for  the  copyrighting 
of  a  distinctive  trade-mark  or  "chop,"  which  is  a  very  important 
requisite  in  the  marketing  of  soaps  in  China.  The  import  duties 
on  toilet  soaps  are  5  per  cent  of  the  value. 

During  1915  the  value  of  the  net  imports  into  China  of  soap,  both 
toilet  and  laundry,  was  2,324,306  taels,  the  equivalent  of  $1,441,069 
United  States  currency.  During  1915  Tientsin  imported  toilet  and 
bar  soap  to  the  approximate  value  of  $160,000,  United  States  cur- 
i-ency.  The  largest  exporter  of  soap  to  China  was  Great  Britain. 
Most  of  the  soap  from  England  is  a  very  low-priced  bar  soap. 
Cotmtries  From  WUeh  Toilet  Soap  is  Xecelved. 

Of  seven  kinds  of  toilet  soap  which  this  consulate  general  has  been 
informed  are  the  most  popular  in  this  country,  three  are  made  in 
China,  one  in  Russia,  one  m  Japan,  ©ne  probably  in  Germany,  and 
one  in  Vienna,  Austria.  One  oi  the  cheapest  of  the  Chinese  soaps 
in  this  class  is  made  in  Tientsin,  and  retails  for  $0.15  local  currency, 
which  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange  is  the  equivalent  of  7^  cente, 
United  States  currency. 

The  wrapper  is  marked  "Dragon  best  soap,"  and  has  a  dragon 
for  its  "  chop  "  or  distinctive  mark.  This  soap  is  sold  to  retailers 
by  the  manufacturers  for  $1.70  local  currency  ($0.85  United  States 
currency)  per  dozen. 

Another  cheap  soap  retailing  at  $0.15  (wholesale,  $1.40),  local 
currency,  is  the  Dragon  transparent  soap.  It  is  made  in  Tientsin, 
and  the  wrapper  is  an  imitation  of  the  Augelica  violet  glycerin© 
soap  which  is  made  in  Vienna.  Before  the  war  the  Austrian  soap 
was  manufactured  in  two  sizes,  one  the  size  of  the  Chinese  soap  and 
the  other  a  smaller  size,  which  at  present  retails  at  $0.35,  and  the 
wholesale  price  of  which  is  $3.80  per  dozen. 

Russian  Product  Sold  at  Highest  Price. 

"  Violet  Soap,"  a  brand  with  a  crane  trade-mark,  is  manufactured 
in  Shanghai,  and  retails  at  $0.18;  wholesale,  $2  per  dozen.  The 
Russian  soap  is  the  highest  priced.  It  retails  for  $0.45,  and  tho 
wholesale  price  is  $5.20  per  dozen.  It  is  highly  scented,  and  has  an 
attractive  wrapper.  Both  of  these  factors  are  important  in  the 
Chinese  market.  The  Japanese  soap  has  a  white  wrapper  with  gold 
embossing.  Its  price  is  25  cents  retail  and  $2.60  per  dozen  whole- 
sale. The  "  Silvana  Seife  "  is  the  cheapest  of  the  foreign  soaps,  and 
a  very  popular  one.  Its  retail  price  is  $0.16,  and  the  wholesale  price 
is  $1.80. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Chinese  retailer  does  not  make  a  very 
large  profit.  The  largest  profits  are  on  the  Dragon  Tranq>arent,  the 
Japanese,  and  the  Austrian  soaps,  where  there  is  a  diflference  of  40 
cents  between  the  retail  and  wholesale  prices  per  dozen. 

[A  list  of  American,  Chinese,  and  other  firms  dealing  In  soaps,  at  Tientsin, 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  nnd  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  dis- 
trict or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79111.] 
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SAirSEVIEBIA  PIBEB  FBOH  PORTO  BICO  AlTD  HAITI. 

Samples  of  Porto  Rican  and  Haitian  sanseTieria  fiber  {Sansevieria 
longifiora)  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Ctmunerce  from  Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris  and  may  be 
inspected  by  interested  American  firms  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
and  cooperative  offices.  (Befer  to  file  No.  972.)  There  is  practically 
no  difference  in  the  "quality  from  either  island;  in  both  cases  the 
extraction  was  made  by  hand  and  by  about  the  same  process. 

It  is  a  lack  of  proper  spinning  machinery  that  is  the  chief  obstacle 
to  the  commercial  exploitation  of  sansevieria  fiber  in  the  United 
States.  On  this  i>oint  Prof.  Lyster  H.  Dewey,  botanist  in  charge 
of  fiber  investigations  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  may  be 
quoted : 

So  far  08  I  have  been  able  to  learn  there  is  no  spinning  macliinery  in  any 
of  the  mills  of  the  United  States  adapted  to  spinninK  fiber  of  this  type.  It  Is  a 
hard  fiber,  too  stiff  and  wiry  to  l)e  spun  successfully  in  flax  or  Jute  mills, 
while  the  manufacturers  of  hard-fiber  twines  state  that  they  can  not  handle 
it  to  anvantoge.  If  it  can  be  pro<1uced  in  commercial  quantities  of  good  ani- 
fonn  qnallty  a  market  could  probably  be  found  for  it  and  machines  would  be 
adapted  to  spinning  it ;  but  manufacturers  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  It  fli^ 
mocb  as  they  are  now  paying  for  Java  sisal  until  they  had  learned  how  it 
could  be  spun  and  with  what  kind  of  goods  it  could  advantageously  be  used. 


AMEBICAir  COHSULA&  OFFICERS  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Port. 

Expire- 
tionof 
T«mM. 

Addrces. 

Hale,F.D ; 

Buddersfield,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Sept.    S 
Sept.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 

LnnenburgjVt. 

Masterson,  WUUam  W 

Baker,  E.  Carlton 

CarroUton,  Ky. 

Apartment    No.    75,    The    Brunswick, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street    Ba- 

^onaghan,  J.  C 

}<veU,  John  F 

yonne,  N.  J. 

Kenper,  QrabamH 

Ooooer,  James  H 

Erfurt,  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
Port  Antonlo.JamalcB. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo.  Ceylon 

Havre,  Fratice 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Hnnitiiifi  Ron 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
C/o  tiniversity  Club,  Kansas  City,  Ho. 

Ulng,  James  Oliver 

Leonard,  WaiterA 

Osborne,  Jobn  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D,  0. 

OFHCES  OF  THE  BXTBEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 

DISTBICT  OFFICES.  ■  COOPER.VTITE  OFFICES. 

nw  TOBK:  Boom  409,  Cntomboue. 

BORON:  ISth  loor,  Caatomhoate. 

CUCACOt  t«4  Federal  Balldln;. 

n.  LOtlgi  40a  Tkird  ITatleuI  Balk  Balldiag. 

lTLil«TA:  5S1  Pott  Office  Balldln;. 

nnr  OBLKIHS:  lOSO  Kltcrnla  Baak  Billdlng. 

%kS  FBASCIBCO:  SOT  CntomhoBse. 

BUTTLE:  848  Henry  Balldlng. 


CLBTELA?(D:  Cbanker  of  Coiaaene. 
CIKCINKATI:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CIXCWKATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  Bj.  Co. 
LOS  AKOELES:  Ckamber  of  Commerce. 
DETROIT!  Board  of  Commeree. 
PHILAUKLPHL^:  Chnmbcr  of  Commerce. 
CIIATT.4X00GA :  Soath  Amrltaa  Ageat,  8Mth> 
era  Rjr.  Co. 
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COHUEBCE  THBOUOH  THE  SAULT  STE.  MAfilE  CAHAIS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  through  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  Sault  Ste.  Marie  (Soo)  Canals 
during  July  and  for  the  season  until  July  31, 1915  and  1916 : 

[From  a  report  of  the  United  States  engineer  In  charge  of  the  United  States  Canal  at 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Hlcb.l 

JULY. 


Articles. 

United  States  canaL 

Canadian  canal. 

TotaL 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

I9I5 

1916 

EASTBOmrD. 

Copper short  tons.. 

■ 

17,601 

849,801 

639,090 

6,091,285 

11,984 

6,256,490 

964,471 

7,770,986 

2,800 

62,601 

19,008,233 

37,009 
3,060 

357,190 
2,190,882 

2,417 

1,548,881 
226,700 
333,866 

2,063 

7,002,623 

608,730 

-1,801,188 

20,018 

2.398,662 

765,790 

7,025,151 

14,047 

Grata bushels.. 

Flour barrels.. 

Iron  ore short  tons.. 

13,349,113 
1,473,221 
9, 672, 174 

2,800 

Lumber Uteet.. 

Wheat bushels.. 

General    merchandise,    short 

74,004 
2,160,148 

26,316 
3,819 

311,356 
1,  no,  478 

6,464 
1,778,218 

11,353 

sloes 

4,018 
48,700 

483 

12,899,670 

7,384 
4,021 

9,  no 

170,080 
12,960 

89,458 
3,938,366 

37,660 
7,804 

315,374 
1,759,178 

63,087 
31,907,803 

44,383 

Fassengers number.. 

WKSTBOUKD. 

Goal: 

Bard short  tons. . 

Soft do.... 

7,080 

366,900 

2,380,962 

12,960 

Grain bushels.. 

1,660 
19,266 
1,008 

75,482 

137,653 
3,661 

1,SS0 
20.10] 
11,832 

85,982 

1U  073 

Hanuhcturad  iron.short  tons.. 

19,731 

659 

836 
10,864 
10,609 

58,320 
3,892 



20,393 

Salt barrels.. 

General   merchandise,  short 

62,293 

116,015 
4,010 

2,940 

31,919 
3,581 

65  233 
147, 9M 

Fassengers number. . 

7.531  1            7,443 

TOTALS. 
Freight: 

Eastbound short  Ions.. 

Westbound do.... 

6,999,860 
2,166,924 

8,701.618 
2,n7,347 

466.728 
85,716 

2,376.833 
252,606 

7.463.587 
2,252.640 

11,078.451 
2,999,96) 

Total do 

9,166,<93 

11,418,965 

652,444 

2,629,439 

9,719,237 

14.048. 401 

Vessel  passages number. . 

2,464 
6,788,870 

2,845 
8,318,783 

507 
919,763 

1,093' 
1,960,736 

2,«n 

7,708,823 

3,938 
10,278,619 

THREE  MONTHS  ENDING  JUNE. 


lAaTBotntD. 

short  tons. 

Grain bushels.. 

Flour barrels.. 

Iron  ore short  tons.. 

Pig  Iron do.... 

Lumbar U  feet.. 

Wheat bushels.. 

General    merchandise,  short 

tons 

Fassengers number.. 

WESTBOUND. 

Coal: 

Bard short  tons. . 

Soft do.... 

Flour barrels. . 

Grain bushels.. 

Uanufaetured  iron.short  tons. . 

Iron  ore do 

Salt barrels.. 

General    merchandise,  short 

tons 

Fassengers number. . 


57,684 
9,182,529 
2,214,577 
17,609,066 


192,354 

30,468,770 

67,303 
6,097 


969,743 

4.691,94) 

100 

31,2.50 

88,511 


280,676 


363.863 
6,411 


42,001 

22,434,999 

2,112,247 

22,201,725 

17,015 

133,904 

73,183,974 

05,179 
5,378 


936,443 

6,316,079 

205 

2. 660 

70,947 

3,055 

»0,53S 

443.727 
5,333 


5,703 

7,603,642 

853,460 

488.092 


25,849 
8,157,708 

64,666 
0,378 


:4,483 
129,675 


7,0S4 


16,730 

110,340 
5.626 


2,763 

20.628,266 

1.314.530 

6,844,977 


6,ail 
42,847,330 

34,713 
7,580 


47,010 
417,080 
13,980 


6,535 
14,448 
33,637 

149,132 
6,868 


63,290 
16, 788.  m 
3,068,037 
18,097,758 


218,203 
38,636,478 

131,919 
12,475 


994,236 
4,731,615 

too 

31,260 
96,806 


297,405 

474,203 
11,(87 


44.864 

43,063, 285 

3,436,777 

28,046,701 

17,0U 

138,986 

116,031,194 

99,882 
12,936 


9S>,4» 

8,733, 119 
13,165 
3,660 
78,473 
17,601 
374,071 

592,8a 
13,196 
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iUtiolai. 

UnUadSUteieual. 

Ciaadiaa  oaail. 

ToUL 

»15 

1016 

am 

UM 

1916 

ttU 

^festboond  . . .  .short  tons. . 
Wcstbonnd d«.... 

19,3n,«M 
«,iia,Me 

2S,372,8» 
7.8a,  <« 

1,083,(B« 
S73,S72 

7,«e4,2ia 

639,283 

20,472,730 
6,890,641 

83,067,028 
8,460,683 

Total do... 

ss,sw,a«e 

33,m,2Z7 

1,367,WX 

8,323,4M 

26,883,371 

41,817,711 

VMMlfssMces Btoikcr.. 

8,(60 
19,082,«72 

as,  472,046 

1,597 
2,«7,8« 

8,974 
6,831,840 

8,H7 
21,519,918 

11,535 
81,803,886 

FOSEI0V  TBABE  OPFOBTUKITIES. 

Seaerrcd  aMrcises  maj  be  obtalaed  from  the  B«re«a  and  tta  41«trlct  •■««■.  Bequest 
tat  each  opporttUBHr  should  be  on  a  a^wate  tiieet  and  atate  •ppertamtty  Bantber. 
The  Barean  does  not  furalsb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responstbility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foidgn  Inquirers ;  the  osoal  preeantlona  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Dock  coHrtntctioH,  No.  22162.— The  American  consular  officer  In  Patttu),  Greece, 
rqtorts  that  the  Harbw  Board  of  Patras  gives  notice  in  Royal  Hellenic 
Government  Gazette  No.  73,  of  May  9  (O.  S.),  1916,  of  Its  desire  to  re- 
ceive bids  for  the  con^ruction  of  docks  in  the  central  harbor.  Bids  will 
be  received  by  the  Harbor  Board  until  Novemb^  19,  1916,  and  must  be 
accompanied  by  receipts  showing  that  20  per  cent  of  the  bid  for  150  run- 
ning meters  has  been  d^xieited  by  the  bidder  with  the  municipal  cashier  of 
Patras  or  with  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Bank  of  Greece.  Copies 
of  tbe  notice,  translated  from  the  Government  Gazette,  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
(Befer  to  file  No.  78928.)  Further  techalcal  details  may  be  obtained  from 
M.  C.  Tsaldaria.  president  of  tiie  HariDor  Board,  Patras,  Greece.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  French  or  modern  Greek. 

Toolt,  bars,  etc..  No.  22163.— A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  one  of  its 
corresiwndents  in  Denmark  is  anxious  to  obtain  the  sole  representation 
of  manufacturers  dealing  In  rough  and  manufactured  metals,  such  as 
tools,  bars,  etc. 

Dpettuffs,  No.  22164. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  writes  that  a 
bleacher,  dyer,  and  finisher  of  cotton  textiles  in  his  district  desires  to  Im- 
port concentrated  colors  in  various  colors  for  cotton  goods.  Correspondence 
in  English.    References. 

Mttehinery,  No.  22165.— A  manufacturing  company  in  the  United  States  writes 
that  <Mie  of  its  Brazilian  representatives  desires  to  receive  estimates  for 
the  complete  installation  of  machinery,  etc.,  for  making  absorbent  cotton, 
A  capacity  of  100  kilos  per  day  of  10  hours  is  desired.  Tanks  for  washing 
the  cotton,  motor,  carding  machines,  stills  for  distilling  water,  etc,  are  also 
desired. 

Textiles,  etc..  No.  22166. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  Australia  trausnlts  the  name  of  a  broker  and  manufacturers' 
ngeut  who  desires  to  secure  agencies  for  cotton  piece  goods  suitable  for 
shirtings;  cambrics;  calicoes;  tailor's  brnlds,  trimmings,  and  linings  for 
clothing;  underwear  for  women;  dress  materials;  silk  hosiery,  etc.  He 
wishes  to  work  on  a  commission  basis.  Goods  will  be  paid  for  by  sight 
drafts.    References. 

Oil*,  greases,  electrical  supplies,  etc..  No.  22107. — Supplementing  foreign  trade 
opportunity  No.  22046,  one  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  advises 
that  an  Argentine  business  man  is  now  in  the  United  SUttcs  for  lli<!  pur- 
pose of  securing  agencies  for  oils,  greases,  electrical  tiud  gas.))!ii  >  inotors, 
packing,  and  valves.    References. 

Cottonseed  oil,  tools,  etc..  No.  22168.— A  firm  in  tlie  United  States  with  estab- 
lished connections  in  Scandinavia  requests  tlie  Bureau  to  place  it  lu  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  com  oil,  cottonseed  oi), 
turpentine,  rosin,  automobile  tires,  tobacco,  boots  and  shoes,  and  tools. 
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PROPOSALS  FOR  OOYERNHElTr  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTRTTCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  witb  the  offices  named,  and  spedflcatlons  can  usnally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  woric  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  snbmit  tenders,  they 
sbonid  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing;  lists  of  such'  offices  to  receive  notices  collliig  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Lease  0/  land,  No.  3507. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
spector at  Key  West,  Pin.,  until  September  11,  1916,  for  the  lease  of  1  acre 
of  land  on  the  south  shore  of  Sanibel  Island  Lighthouse  Reservation.  Fur- 
ther Information  may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  officer. 

SubtUtence  supplies,  etc..  No.  3508. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  115  East  Ontario 
Street,  Chicago,  111.,  until  August  22,  1916,  for  furnishing  flour,  rice,  beans, 
fruit,  coffee,  sugar,  candy,  crackers,  and  safety  matches,  etc. 

Dredging,  No.  3509. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  9,  1916, 
for  dredging  about  10,000  yards  of  material  at  the  United  States  navy  yard, 
Boston,  Mass.  Plan  and  specification  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  Commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Buoys,  No.  3510. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  Inspector, 
Tompkinsville,  N.  Y.,  until  September  1,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
to  the  lighthouse  depot,  Tompkinsville,  N.  Y.,  three  steel  buoy  bodies, 
type  L.    Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  officer. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  3511. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  until  August  23,  1916,  for  furnishing  medical  supplies,  including 
glass  reservoirs,  connections,  rubber  tubing,  etc.,  for  salvarsan  apparatus; 
ward  medicine  cabinets  and  cabinets  for  dressings  and  instruments ;  rubber 
gloves ;  syringes ;  thermocauteries ;  tongue  depressers ;  emergency  cases,  etc. 

Construction,  No.  3512. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Montrose,  Colo.,  until  September  15, 
1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  Ironstone  Canal  Extension,  California 
Mesa  Lateral  No.  3,  and  the  Buttermilk  Lateral,  Uncompahgre  Valley 
project,  in  the  vicinity  of  Delta  and  Olathe,  Colo.  The  work  involves  the 
excavation  of  about  84,500  cubic  yards  of  material  in  open  cut.  Further 
particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Montro.se,  Colo.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 

Heating  and  poicer  plant,  No.  3513. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  30,  1916,  for  installing  generator  sets  furnished  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  furnishing  and  installing  boilers,  condensers,  pumps,  motors, 
switchboard,  equipment,  piping,  wiring,  lighting,  etc.,  for  the  lieating  and 
power  plant  at  the  Naval  Torpedo  Station,  Paget  Sound,  Wash.  Plans 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks  or  to  the  Commandant,  Navy  Yard,  Bremerton,  Wash. 

Construction,  No.  3514. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  St.  Ignatius,  Mont.,  until  September 
20,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  canals  and  structures  on  the  Flathead 
project,  Montana,  Involving  about  125,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  495 
cubic  yards  of  reinforced  concrete,  1,000  square  yards  of  paving,  10,100 
square  feet  of  canal  lining,  manufacturing  and  laying  3,400  linear  feet  of 
concrete  pipe,  laying  210  cubic  yards  of  dry  rubble  wall,  and  placing  70,000 
pounds  of  structural  and  reinforcing  steel.  The  work  is  located  from  3  to 
10  miles  west  of  Ronan,  Mont.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  Denver,  Colo., 
or  St.  Ignatius,  Mont. 

Veterinarj/  supplies.  No.  3515. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Deijot,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  August  23, 
1916,  for  furnishing  veterinary  supplies,  including  boraclc  add,  carbolic 
acid,  tannic  acid,  ammonia  liniment,  cotton  and  flannel  bandages,  bottles, 
chloride  of  iron,  veterinary  odkum,  linseed  oil,  potassium  nitrate,  castlle 
soap,  metal  syringes,  veterinary  clinical  thermometers,  witch  hazel,  oxide 
of  zinc,  chloride  of  zinc,  sulphate  of  copper,  and  sulphate  of  zinc,  eta 
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FBEE  ADHISSION  OF  WOOD  PULP  DTTO  SPAIN. 

[Cablegram  from  American  vice  consul,  Barcelona,  Spain,  Aug.  14.] 

A  royal  order  published  August  13  abolishes  until  further  notice 
the  import  duty  on  wood  pulp  and  logs  for  paper  making. 


FBENCH  EHBASGO  ON  WOOL. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consulate  general,  Paris,  Aug.  10.] 

A  ministerial  order  of  August  12  revokes  the  colonial  export  per- 
mit of  February  12,  authorizing  the  shipment  of  raveled  wool  and 
new  rag  cuttings  to  allied  countries  and  to  those  of  North  and  South 
America.  

CHANGES  IN  BRITISH  EMBABGO  UST. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Aug.  16.] 

Further  changes  in  the  British  list  of  goods  the  exportation  of 
which  is  prohibited  have  been  made  as  indicated  below,  the  follow- 
ing abbreviations  being  used :  "A"  signifies  prohibition  to  all  desti- 
nations ;  "  B,"  to  all  destinations  abroad  other  than  British  possessions 
or  protectorates ;  and  "  C,"  to  all  foreign  countries  in  Europe  and 
on  the  Mediterranean  and  Black  Seas,  other  than  France,  Kussia 
(except  through  Baltic  ports) ,  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal. 

Tlie  following  headings  are  to  be  deleted :  A.  Iron  and  steel  plates 
and  sheets  (except  black  plates  for  tinning  exported  in  boxes,  tin 
plates,  temeplates,  and  lead-coated  sheets) ;  B.  Railway  wagons  and 
their  component  parts  (except  steel  springs  and  wheels,  axles,  and 
tires) ;  C.  Black  plates  for  tinning  exported  in  boxes;  cork  and  cork 
dust  and  articles  manufactured  from  cork  or  cork  dust  or  both; 
feathers  and  down;  vegetable  fibers  not  otherwise  specifically  pro- 
hibited and  yarns  made  therefrom ;  railway  material,  both  fixed  and 
rolling  stock  (except  railway  wagons  and  their  component  parts, 
steel  rails,  steel  sleepers,  steel  springs,  wheels,,  axles,  and  tires) ; 
spark  plugs ;  temeplates  and  receptacles  made  from  terneplates ;  and 
tin  plates  and  receptacles  made  from  tin  plates. 

The  following  headings  should  be  added :  A.  Ball  and  roUer  bear- 
ings and  steel  balls  and  rollers  for  bearings ;  cryolite ;  curry  combs ; 
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dandy  brushes;  iron  and  steel  plates  and  sheets^  lead-coated  ^e^; 
railway  carriages,  locomotives,  wagons,  and  their  component  parts; 
spark  plugs;  terneplates  and  receptacles  made  from  temeplates;  and 
tin  plates  and  receptacles  made  from  tin  plates;  B.  Cadmium;  alloys 
of  cadmium,  and  cadmium  ore ;  and  silicon  spiegel ;  C.  Cork  and  cork 
dust  and  articles  manufactured  from  cork  or  cork  dust;  feathers 
and  down  (except  wing  and  tail  feathers  of  the  ostrich) ;  vegetable 
fibers  not  otherwise  specifically  prohibited,  and  cordage,  twine,  and 
yams  made  therefrom ;  linoleum ;  and  railway  material  (except  rail- 
way carriages,  locomotives,  and  wagons,  and  their  component  parts, 
steel  rails,  and  steel  sleepers) . 


COPEiraAOEir  BASES  HOLD  LABGE  BALAHCES. 

[CoDBul  Oeneral  E.  D.  Winslow,  Copenbagen,  July  18.1 

The  reports  of  the  banks  in  Copenhagen,  made  public  July  1, 1916, 
show  a  most  satisfactory  condition;  in  fact,  never  before  have  such 
favorable  statements  been  given  to  the  public.  The  combined  bal- 
ances of  the  banks  amount  to  $468,000,000.  The  increase  in  the 
balances  gives  a  large  amount  of  new  capital  for  business  purposes. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  deposits  of  the  banks  have  be^ 
increasing.  The  National  Bank,  which  issues  the  paper  currency  of 
the  Kingdom  and  holds  the  gold  reserve  as  a  redemption  fund, 
reports  as  having  gold  coin  on  nand  to  the  amount  of  $40,000,000. 

The  wants  of  Denmark  are  no  longer  credits  or  money,  but  mer- 
chandise. To  stimulate  commerce  and  increase  trade  the  National 
Bank  is  temporarily  relieved  from  its  obligation  to  purchase  gold 
bars  and  foreign  coin  at  the  fixed  rate  per  ounce  as  existing  in  all 
the  gold-standard  nations  of  the  world. 

This  move  is  a  novelty  in  financial  circles,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it 
will  compel  debtor  nations  to  send  goods  instead  of  gold  to  pay 
for  Danish  merchandise  and  bring  about  normal  rates  of  exchange. 
The  Kingdom  is  experimenting  with  this  new  idea,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  other  Scandinavian  countries.  It  is  a  return  to 
"  barter  and  sale."  The  law  releasing  the  National  Bank  of  Denmark 
from  its  obligation  to  purdiase  gold  bars  and  foreign  coin  at  a  fixed 
price  is  only  temporary  and  is  a  war  measure. 


COCOA  FBOU  FOBTXrOUESE  COIOHIES. 

(Consnl  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Usbon,  Julj  20.] 

Exports  of  cocoa  from  the  Portuguese  Islands  of  Sao  Th<Hne 
and  Trincipe  amounted  to  61,825,331  pounds  in  1915  and  73,456,791 
pounds  in  1914,  a  decrease  last  year  of  11,631,458  pounds.  The  reex- 
portation of  the  colonial  cocoa  from  Lisbon  to  the  United  States  was 
valued  at  $751,582  in  1915  and  $1,467,641  in  1914. 

The  total  of  reexports  of  cocoa  from  Ldsbon  in  1913  were  73,384/)91 
pounds,  valued  at  $8,540,367,  and  in  1914  they  were  82,271,554  pounds, 
valued  at  $9,740,185.  Germany  was  the  largest  buyer  of  Portuguese 
cocoa  before  the  war,  and  its  export  was  handled  mostly  by  German 
firnuj  in  Lisbon. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GOMMBBCE   REPORTS.  643 

CONCESSION  ASKED  FOB  QUEBBACHO  PLANT  IN  FABAQXTAY. 

[Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  July  10.] 

A  representative  of  American  capitalists  petitioned  the  Para- 
|[uayan  Congress  on  July  6,  1916,  to  grant  a  concession  for  the  erec- 
tion and  operation  of  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  extract  of 
quebracho  in  Paraguay. 
Seeks  B«diictlon  of  Export  Duties. 

The  most  important  concession  asked  is  a  readjustment  of  the 
export  duties  on  extract  of  quebracho.  Is  is  asked  that  the  present 
fixed  rate  of  export  duty  on  extract  of  quebracho,  10  gold  pesos 
($9.65)  per  ton  (2,240  pounds),  be  abolished  and  an  export  duty  of 
1  gold  peso  ($0,965)  per  ton  be  established  on  extract  of  quebracho 
when  the  market  value  of  this  commodity  does  not  exceed  100  gold 
pesos  ($96.50)  per  ton.  The  quotations  of  extract  of  quebracho  on 
the  bourse  of  Buenos  Aires  shall  determine  the  market  price  for  the 
purposes  of  levying  export  duty.  ^Vhen  the  market  price  of  extract 
of  quebracho  exceeds  100  gold  pesos  per  ton  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  i 
per  cent  shall  be  paid  on  the  value  exceeding  the  100  pesos  per  ton, 
in  addition  to  the  1  peso  per  ton  to  be  paid  on  the  first  100  pesos 
market  value. 

In  addition  to  this,  concessionaire  asks  for  exemption  from  import 
duties  of  machinery  and  other  materials  to  be  used  in  the  construc- 
tion and  operation  of  the  plant  and  exemption  from  fiscal  imposts. 
IiOtui  to  Parajruayait  Oovemment. 

In  consideration  for  the  granting  of  the  concession,  the  con- 
cessionaire agrees  to  advance  the  sum  of  500,000  gold  pesos 
($482,500)  as  a  loan  to  the  Paraguayan  Government.  This  loan  is 
to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum  and  the  amortiza- 
tion thereof  shall  be  effected  from  the  export  duties  that  shall  be 
due  the  Paraguayan  Government  for  quebracho  extract  exported  by 
the  plant.  The  loan  is  to  be  made  on  the  date  of  the  signing  of  the 
concession  and  the  amortization  of  the  debt  is  to  begin  on  the  day 
set  in  the  concession  for  the  plant  to  commence  operation — January 
1,  1918. 

The  concessionaire  also  binds  himself  to  produce  not  less  than 
15,000  tons  of  quebracho  extract  per  annum. 


NEW  AHEBICAN  BUSINESS  IN  OBEEK  CAFITAL. 

[Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Wcddell,  Athens,  July  8.] 

Because  of  the  international  situation,  the  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  trade  expansion  between  the  United  States  and  Greece  seem  to  be 
increasing.  It  is  therefore  interesting  to  record  that  during  the 
June  quarter  the  purchase  of  $4,000  worth  of  cotton  goods,  $11,000 
worth  of  electrical  goods,  $5,000  worth  of  photographic  supplies, 
$4,000  worth  of  pharmaceutical  products,  and  30  rebuilt  typewriters 
approximating  $1,200  in  value,  as  well  as  1,000  typewriter  ribbons, 
20,000  sheets  of  carbon  paper,  85,000  cakes  of  soap,  and  large  quan- 
tities of  dental  supplies,  was  voluntarily  reported  by  the  firms  con- 
cemed)  who  gave  credit  for  this  new  business  to  the  trade-extension 
work  of  the  Athens  consulate  general. 
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ooTTOH  Gsownro  nr  bbitish  colohies. 


[Consal  Ross  E.  Holaday,  Uimcbester,  England,  July  24.] 

In  the  eleventh  annual  report  of  the  British  Cotton  Growing  Asso- 
ciation, covering  the  year  ended  December  31,  1915,  which  has  just 
been  issued,  reference  is  made  to  the  increasing  urgency  of  a  rapid 
extension  of  the  work  of  the  association.  It  calls  attention  to  the 
consumption  of  cotton  in  the  United  States,  and  states  that  it  is  c^uite 
evident  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  available  balance  of  the  American 
crop  will  be  quite  insufficient  to  meet  even  the  existing  demand  of 
Great  Britain  and  other  countries. 

The  association  reports  that  with  the  exception  of  Uganda  the 
prospects  for  the  future  are  most  encouraging,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  crop  in  West  Africa  in  1915-16  will  be  a  record  one. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  estimate  of  cotton  grown  in  new 
fields  in  the  British  Empire;  the  quantities  being  statm  in  bales  of 
400  poimds  each : 


Colontoi. 

1912 

Bala. 

120 
8.900 

270 
3,«I0 

KU 

1014 

1915 

Gold  Coast 

Bttla. 

100 

14.000 

200 

2,000 

BttUt. 

100 

U.«00 

ISO 

1,000 

Bale*. 

100 

T<ago? 

6,300 

100 

Northern  NigoriA 

1,200 

11,800 

1«,800 

14.S50 

7,0W 

Uganda 

29.000 

BOO 

7,200 

20,000 
1,000 

7,600 

42.000 

900 

8,000 

25,200 

British  East  Africa          

30O 

9,000 

East  Africa 

37,100 

34,S00 

so,soa 

M,SM 

f^idaxi , 

15,000 
6,  MO 
1,000 

14,000 
7,000 
1,000 

10,000 
6,000 
1,000 

34.000 

WMtlnditt               ..  .                  

s^ew 

8,500 

71,«0 

73,800 

83,330 

7«,«l 

Estimated  value 

14,632.000 

tS,  227, 107 

fs.oM.rs 

SS,  468,00 

DECBEE  BEaULATES  COAL  COHSUKFTIOH  IN  SPAIH. 

IVlcc  Consul  Harris  N.  Coektngbam,  Barcelona,  July  20.1 

A  royal  order,  intended  to  regulate  the  consumption  of  coal 
throughout  Spain  and  thus  to  conserve  for  important  industrial  uses 
the  very  limited  supply  of  this  combustible  at  present  available,  was 
published  on  July  18  in  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid.  By  the  provisions 
of  this  decree. every  municipality  in  Spain  having  gas  or  electric 
lighting  S3'stems  must,  in  case  the  illuminant  is  produced  by  steam 
power,  turn  off  one-half  of  the  public  lights  each  night  at  11  o'clock. 

This  measure  is  taken  with  a  view  to  relieving  to  a  certain  extent 
the  serious  scarcity  of  coal  throughout  Spain.  Its  enforcement,  it 
is  believed,  will  tend  to  avert  the  threatened  temporary  discontina- 
ance  of  various  domestic  industries  and  to  prevent  the  further  rise 
in  the  price  of  coal  in  the  Spanish  market.  Meanwhile  the  Spanish 
coal  mmes,  with  Government  encouragement,  are  producing  in  in- 
creasing quantities  to  offset  in  part  the  reduced  imports  of  coal  of 
foreign  origin. 

[Among  the  recent  discussions  of  the  Spanish  coal  situation  that  have  ap- 
peared In  CoMMEBCE  Reports  were  those  In  the  iesues  for  Jan.  19,  Feb.  28,  and 
July  26  nnd  28,  1910.] 
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HEW  ZEALAim  aOTESHMEirT  TO  SELL  EAUEI  OVH. 

[Consul  Oenerol  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Aackland,  July  8.] 

Under  the  law  authorizing  the  Minister  for  Lands  to  enter  into 
contracts  for  the  purchase  of  equipment  for  the  extraction  and  treat- 
ment of  kauri  gum  and  the  acquisition  of  supplies  of  the  resin  [see 
CoKMERCE  Reports  for  Dec.  1,  1915] ,  the  New  Zealand  Government 
expended  $131,440  for  plant  and  stocks  during  the  fiscal  year 
1916-16.  An  agent  in  the  United  States,  with  headquarters  in  New 
York  City  [address  obtainable  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  asking 
for  file  No.  78948],  has  been  appointed  to  distribute  the  gum  taken 
over  by  the  Government,  and  it  is  said  that  large  stocks  are  in  hand 
ready  for  the  market.  A  Government  representative  is  now  in  the 
United  States  completing  arrangements,  having  with  him  samples  of 
the  different  grades  for  which  orders  may  be  taken,  with  the  idea  that 
the  grades  shall  be  guaranteed.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  representa- 
tive is  in  position  to  enter  into  contracts  for  large  quantities  cover- 
ingany  reasonable  period  and  to  guarantee  delivery. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  owns  about  35,500  acres  of  excel- 
lent kauri  forest,  said  to  contain  at  least  15,000,000  feet  of  kauri 
lumber,  which  may  be  made  to  realize  at  least  $45,000  per  annum  by 
bleeding  these  trees  as  rubber  trees  are  bled.  It  is  thought  this  tap- 
ping can  be  done  for  centuries  if  the  forests  are  carefully  treated. 
The  exports  of  kauri  gum  from  New  Zealand  in  1915  amounted  to 
4,675  tons,  valued  at  $1,358,401,  against  8,473  tons,  value  $2,420,811, 
during  1914 ;  and  up  to  March  10, 1916,  the  exports  totaled  1,096  tons, 
valued  at  $313,286.  The  United  States  not  only  takes  the  largest 
quantity  of  any  country,  but  it  also  buys  the  most  expensive  grades, 
the  average  price  per  ton  of  the  kauri  gum  taken  by  the  United  States 
being  $333  contrasted  with  $264  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

MANY  POST  CARDS  USED  IN  THE  CAXTCASXTS. 

[CoDsuI  F.  Wlllougbby  Smltb,  Tiflis,  May  31.] 

There  is  a  large  demand  for  illustrated  post  cards  throughout  the 
Caucasus.  The  annual  sale  of  such  cards  in  Tiflis  alone  runs  to  more 
than  1,000,000,  and  in  the  Caucasus  it  is  estimated  at  10  to  15  times 
that  amount.  Most  of  these  cards  were  supplied  by  a  firm  in  Sweden 
and  the  rest  by  German  and  Kussian  firms.  Each  had  its  local  agent, 
usually  a  commission  house,  to  sell  to  the  trade,  the  agent  being 
allowed  from  30  to  90  days'  credit.  Present  connections  may  be  made 
on  terms  cash  against  documents,  but  not  cash  with  order. 

The  OTeatest  demand  is  for  cards  with  local  views,  colored  and 
plain.  The  former  were  sold  free  at  Tiflis,  duty  paid,  to  the  agents, 
at  1.40  rubles  ($0.72  at  the  rate  of  51.46) :  the  latter  at  0.75  rubles 
($0.39)  per  100.  Next  in  favor,  in  the  order  named,  were  types  of 
women,  comic  cards,  types  of  men  and  children,  flowers  and  fancy 
pictures,  with  prices  approximately  the  same.  There  is  now  a  great 
shortage. 

Duty  is  paid  on  the  weight  of  post  cards  ($0,268  per  pound),  and  it 
is  of  advantage  to  have  the  cards  as  light  as  possible,  if  they  are  at 
the  same  time  of  sufficient  strength. 

[A  list  of  commission  merchants  and  dealers  In  post  cards  in  Tiflis  and  Baku 
may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  dis- 
trict or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78197.] 
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SWISS  BEGVL&nom  OF  POTATO  TBAK. 

[Consul  G«neral  Fronds  B.  Keene,  Zurich,  July  20.] 

The  Swiss  Federal  Council,  imder  date  of  July  14,  issued  a  decree 
declaring  null  and  void  all  existing  contracts  tor  the  purchase  of 
potatoes  of  Swiss  production  that  have  not  yet  been  harvested  and 
making  entrance  into  such  contracts  illegal.  In  tiie  case  of  con- 
tracts which  have  already  been  entered  into  and  which  concern 
potatoes  that  have  been  harvested  the  decree  provides  that  the  con- 
tract price  ^all  be  reduced  to  conform  with  the  maximum  prices  to 
be  established  by  the  Swiss  Economies  (Volkswirtschafts-Depari- 
ment),  which  department  has  established  the  following  maximum 
prices  for  early  new  pd^atoes:  When  sold  in  quantities  of  50  kilos 
'7110.23  pounds)  or  over,  the  price  must  not  exceed  ^  centimes 
(4^  cents)  per  kilo  of  2.2  pounds,  price  of  sacks  not  included;  for 
smaller  quantities  the  price  must  not  exceed  27  centimes  (5^  cents) 
per  kilo. 

The  cantonal  and  municipal  authorities  are,  moreover,  permitted  to 
establish  relatively  lower  prices  for  old  potatoes,  as  well  as — in  ac- 
cordance with  local  conditions  and  requirements — to  decrease  the 
above-mentioned  prices  by  5  centimes  (0.96  cent)  per  Irilo,  or  to  in- 
crease them  by  the  same  amount^  particularly  in  inaccessible  regi(»is 
witti  high  freight  rates.  The  pnces  for  imported  new  potatoes  may 
also  be  mcreased,  provided  it  can  be  dem<«strated  that  their  actual 
cost  has  been  greater. 
Object  of  Se^Blatioiis. 

The  purpose  of  the  present  decree,  which  applies  especially  to 
new  potatoes,  is  to  prevent  speculation  as  well  as  to  provide  a  basis 
for  niture  price  regulation.  The  yield  of  potatoes  m  1915  is  said 
to  have  been  1,052,500  metric  tons,  as  compared  with  only  about 
600,000  metric  tons  in  1914.  With  regard  to  the  present  crop  pros- 
pects, the  secretary  of  the  Swiss  Agricultural  Association  has  stated 
that,  as  compared  with  1914,  the  plantings  have  been  increased  by 
one-third,  or  approximately  18,000  hectares  (44^480  acres).  How- 
ever, owing  to  the  continued  rainfall  during  this  spring  and  sam- 
mer,  it  is  estimated  that  ihe  yield  will  be  only  from  T5  to  85  per 
cent  that  of  a  normal  year,  depending  upon  tbie  weather  conditifflis 
from  now  on.  Even  under  those  circumstances  it  is  preaimed  that 
the  autumn  prices  for  late  potatoes  shoold  be  considerably  lower 
than  the  maximum  prices  given  above. 

Swiss  imports  of  potatoes  in  1914  amounted  to  1S2,6S2  m^rie 
tons,  valued  at  $2,695,999.  as  compared  with  ^,716  tons,  valued  at 
$1,467,362,  in  1913  and  84,886  tons,  valued  at  $1,617,119,  in  1912. 

While  Germany  previous  to  the  war  furnished  over  two-thirds  of 
the  Swiss  potato  imports,  the  leading  sources  of  supply  daring  1914 
were  the  Netherlands,  which  furni^ed  59,501  metric  tons,  valued 
at  $1,234,491.  and  Itnlv,  which  furnished  ^,801  tons,  valued  at 
$949,968. 

Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yo^,  of  Barcekma,  notes  the  rajud 
rise  in  the  price  of  wool  in  Spain  during  the  past  five  years.  In  1918 
white  wool  was  quoted  at  12  cents  a  pound,  black  wool  at  11 ;  this 
year  white  wool  brings  20  cents  and  black  wool  18.6  cents  a  pound. 
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irOTTIHOHAH  LACE  TSASE  ACTIVE. 

<  [Consul  C.  H.  Hitch,  Nottingham,  Gnglnnd,  July  20.] 

Notwithstanding  the  continued  shortage  of  labor,  a  good  business 
is  being  done  in  the  Nottingham  lace  trade,  and  the  supply  of  cheap 
to  me£um  class  laces  is  not  equal  to  the  demand  for  the  South 
American  market.  There  is  a  strong  demand  in  the  United  States 
for  practically  all  lines  of  lace  goods,  especially  cotton  laces,  cotton 
nets,  and  silk  nets,  and  the  quantity  of  this  class  of  goods  being 
exported  is  practically  double  what  it  was  at  the  same  period  of 
last  year. 

Curtain  manufacturers  report  that  all  their  machines  for  which 
they  can  secure  labor  are  well  employed  and  orders  are  waiting  for 
the  goods  as  soon  as  they  are  finished.  Plain  nets  continue  to  bring 
high  prices  and  the  demand  is  greater  than  the  supply.  The  mak- 
ing-up  trade  continues  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  with  a  good 
demand  for  blouses  and  veilings. 

The  prosperous  condition  of  the  hosiery  trade  remains  unchanged. 
Machinery  devoted  to  the  prodjiction  oi  hosiery  and  underwear  is 
running  on  full  time.  There  is  a  large  demand  for  this  class  of 
goods,  and  some  good  orders  have  recently  been  received  for  military^ 
requirements. 

Increased  Wages  for  Net  Operatives. 

For  the  past  seven  or  eight  months  the  net  operatives  have  been 
receiving  a  certain  bonus  on  mosquito  nets,  bobbin  nets,  and  Brussels 
or  extra  twist.  Recently  the  operatives  demanded  an  increase  of 
10  per  cent  on  the  wages  they  were  receiving.  The  manufacturers 
declined  to  meet  this  demand  and  made  a  counter  offer  of  10  per 
cent  on  mosquito  nets ;  7^  per  cent  on  bobbin  nets,  Brussels,  or  extra 
twist;  and  5  per  cent  on  all  other  goods  made  on  the  circular  machine, 
including  siUt  and  spot  goods.  This  offer  the  operatives  declined 
by  a  vote  of  231  to  128. 

Through  the  timely  intervention  of  the  mayor  of  Nottingham  an 
agreement  was  finally  arrived  at  between  the  operatives  and  manu- 
facturers, effective  July  15,  by  which  a  bonus  of  10  per  cent  is  to  be 
paid  on  mosquito  nets,  bobbin  nets,  Brussels,  and  mock  Brussels;  7$ 
per  cent  on  silk  nets ;  and  5  per  cent  on  spots  and  other  goods  made 
on  the  circular  machine.  This  agreement  is  to  remain  in  force  for 
a  period  of  six  months,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  time  wUl 
be  extended  for  a  period  covering  the  duration  of  the  war  and  for 
six  months  thereafter. 

UTIUZATION  &F  FISH  OFFAL  IN  CANADA. 

[Vice  Consul  0.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  Dritlsh  Columbia,  Aug.  S.] 

Mr.  James  White,  vice  chairman  of  the  Dominion  Conservation 
Commission,  is  at  present  in  British  Columbia  securing  data  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposed  utilization  of  fish  offal.  While  at  the 
present  time  a  portion  of  this  waste  fish  is  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  fertilizer,  but  a  small  percentage  is  disposed  of  in  this  manner, 
most  of  it  being  thrown  overboard.  It  is  estimated  that  25  per  cent 
of  halibut  and  from  20  to  30  per  cent  of  salmon  is  included  in  the 
entrails,  head,  tail,  etc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


648  COMMBBCE  BEPOBTS. 

ABATTOntS  IH  AUSTEAUA  AHD  KEW  ZEAIAHB. 

(Commercial  Attach^  PhtUp  B.  KeDned;,  MeUaonnie,  Australia;  in  contlnaatlon  of  report, 

published  August  10.] 

With  two  exceptions,  where  mimicipalities  have  delegated  their 
powers  to  freezing  companies  as  is  provided  for  in  the  slaughter- 
ing and  inspection  act,  all  abattoirs  in  New  Zealand  are  mxinici- 
pally  owned  end  controlled.  These  are  utilized  principally  for  the 
slaughtering  of  stock  for  consumption  within  the  Dominion.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  animals  slaughtered  for  export  at  the  princi- 
pal abattoirs,  all  meat  exported  is  from  stock  slaughtered  at  li- 
censed export  slaughterhouses. 

The  municipal  ownership  of  the  abattoirs  has  worked  satisfactorily 
in  every  way.  The  butchers  have  found  that  having  their  stock 
daughtered  at  an  abattoir  does  not  entail  any  special  inconvenience 
or  expense  to  them,  and  the  public  is  a^ured  that  its  meat  supply 
is  free  from  disease  and  that  it  is  dressed  and  handled  under  the 
best  sanitary  conditions. 
TroTisions  of  Slaughtering  and  Inspection  Ael 

The  slaughtering  and  inspection  act,  1908  (consolidated),  was 
originally  passed  in  1900.  Some  of  the  principal  features  of  the 
act,  in  so  far  as  they  apply  to  abattoirs  and  inspection  of  meat  for 
local  consumption,  are  as  follows: 

Provision  is  made  for  the  compulsory  erection  and  future  mainte- 
nance of  publfc  abattoirs  for  the  slaughter  of  meat  for  local  con- 
sumption by  all  municipalities  of  a  population  of  2fiOO  or  over,  as  re- 
vealed in  the  last  official  census  returns,  sadi  buildings  to  be 
erected  within  a  period  of  12  months  from  the  gazetting  of  the 
census  returns,  provided  extension  of  time  not  to  exceed  12  ntont&B 
may  be  granted  by  the  governor  in  special  cases. 

Before  proceeding  with  tibe  erection  of  an  abattoir,  the  plans  most 
be  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Minister  for  Agriculture.  On 
the  completion  of  the  erection  of  a  public  abattoir  the  same  is  re- 
quired to  be  registered,  and,  by  advertisement  in  a  new^aper  circu- 
lated in  the  district,  the  registration  is  to  be  notified  to  the  om- 
trolling  authority,  with  an  intimation  that  on  and  after  a  certain 
date  (to  be  stated)  the  abattoir  will  be  available  for  the  alanghto: 
of  stock.  After  the  expiration  of  the  specified  interval  all  stoi£  for 
consumption  within  the  borough  or  other  defined  area  must  be 
slaughtered  in  such  building. 

The  act  provides  that  local  authorities  may  defray  Uie  expense 
of  establishing  and  maintaining  abattoirs,  including  the  expense  of 
acquiring  land,  if  necessary,  out  of  the  municipality's  general  funds; 
but,  if  so  desired,  they  are  also  authorized  to  borrow  money  from 
the  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  abattoir,  but  not  for 
its  maintenance.  The  local  or  controlling  authorities  may  make 
by-laws  prescribing  the  charges  for  the  use  of  the  abattoir,  suug^ter 
of  stock,  etc.,  approval  having  been  first  obtained  from  the  governor. 
Private  Abattoirs  Permitted — TTse  of  Registered  Slangltterliouses  Obligatory. 

The  local  authority,  in  lieu  of  itself  establishing  an  abattoir,  may, 
except  in  the  case  or  the  principal  municipalities  which  are  specified 
in  the  act,  delegate  to  any  fit  person  or  persons  the  power  to  establi^ 
an  abattoir  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  are  agreed  on  and 
approved  by  the  minister.    This  proviso  was  intended  principally 
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to  apply  to  districts  where  a  registered  export  slaughterhouse  was 
already  in  existence  and  could  ^  mads  available  for  the  slaughter 
of  stock  for  local  consumption  if  desired.  The  proviso  has  been 
taken  advantage  of  only  two  or  three  times,  and  in  at  least  one  in- 
stance the  local  authority  has  decided  to  establish  an  abattoir  itself. 

An  abattoir  may  be  available  for  the  whole  or  part  of  any  con- 
tiguous district  or  districts,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  local 
authorities  concerned,  and  in  such  an  event  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  each  municipality  to  itself  establish  an  abattoir. 

Subject  to  certain  provisions  relating  to  export  slaughterhouses 
the  act  provides  that  so  long  as  a  registered  abattoir  is  available 
for  slaughtering  stock  for  a  certain  district  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
slaughter  in  any  part  of  such  district  any  stock  for  human  con- 
sumption or  for  export,  or  to  dress  any  carcass  for  sale  except  at  a 
registered  abattoir,  or  to  sell  or  expose  for  sale  in  any  such  district 
any  meat  slaughtered  elsewhere  than  in  a  registered  abattoir. 
Slaughterhouses  whose  principal  business  is  the  tinning  of  meat  or 
tb»  curing  of  bacon  and  hams  may  from  time  to  time  oe  exempted 
by  the  governor  from  the  operation  of  this  paragraph,  with  the 
stipulation  that  such  exemption  shall  apply  only  to  the  meat  tinned 
or  the  bacon  or  ham  cured  in  the  course  of  such  business. 
7r«TisioBS  Kelating  to  Export  BlauKhterhonaes. 

A  meat-export  slaughterhouse  license,  while  it  continues  in  force, 
authorizes  the  licensee  to  slaughter  in  his  abattoir  stock  for  human 
consumption  throughout  New  Zealand,  or  for  export  beyond  New 
Zealand,  provided  meat  from  stock  slaughtered  in  an  export  slaugh- 
terhouse shall  not  be  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  in  a  district  in  which 
there  exists  a  registered  abattoir  available  for  the  slaughter  of  stock, 
except  on  the  payment  to  the  controlling  authority  of  the  abattoir 
of  such  fees  as  are  agreed  upon,  being  in  no  case  less  than  the  feee 
that  would  be  chargeable  for  the  use  of  the  abattoir  (exclusive  of 
the  cost  of  slaughtermg)  were  the  stock  slaughtered  therein. 

The  provisions  regarding  the  slaughter  of  stock  at  an  abattoir  or 
meat-export  slaughterhouse  are  that  no  stock  shall  be  killed  without 
the  authority  of  an  inspector,  and  that  upon  the  slaughter  of  any 
in  an  abattoir  or  export  slaughterhouse  the  carcasses  shall  be  in- 
spected and  no  meat  snail  be  removed  therefrom  for  human  consump- 
tion or  for  export  unless  it  is  declared  to  be  free  from  disease. 

The  fees  payable  to  the  Government  for  inspection  are  $0.08  for 
every  head  of  cattle  and  $0.06  for  every  12  (or  fraction  of  12)  calves, 
sheep,  or  pigs ;  the  minimum  fee  in  every  case  to  be  $33.60  in  any  one 
month  during  which  the  inspector  was  engaged. 

The  act  provides  for  the  owners  of  ordinary  slaughterhouses  which 
were  in  existence  on  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  act  of  1900  and 
compulsorily  closed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  owing  to  the 
erection  of  a  public  abattoir,  to  be  compensated  to  the  extent  of  one- 
half  the  value  of  the  buUdings  constituting  the  slaughtering  place  in 
existence  on  that  date,  as  shown  in  the  valuation  roll  of  the  district. 
Compensatioii  for  Condemned  Stock. 

The  scale  of  compensation  for  stock  condemned  at  present  in  force 
is  as  follows : 

Heifers  and  bullocks  not  exceeding  8  years  of  age,  and  in  every  otiso  of  not 
less  value  than  $14.40  per  head — $0.02  per  pound,  dressed  weigltt,  of  moat  con- 
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detuned,  not  including  the  liead  or  any  port  of  tbe  animal  below  the  knee  or 
hock. 

Lambs  and  sheep  (other  than  rams)  not  exceeding  5  years  of  age,  and  in 
every  case  of  not  less  value  than  $2.40  per  head — $0.02  per  pound,  dressed 
weight,  of  meat  condemned,  not  including  the  head  or  any  part  of  the  animal 
below  the  knee  or  hock. 

Swine  of  not  more  than  200  pounds — $0.04  per  pound,  dressed  weight,  not 
including  the  head. 

Swine  of  more  than  200  pounds — $0.02  per  pound,  dressed  weight,  not  in- 
cluding tlie  head. 

Cows  not  exceeding  10  years  of  age,  and  of  not  less  value  tlian  $14.40  per 
head — $0,015  per  pound,  dressed  weight,  of  meat  condemned,  not  including  the 
head  or  any  part  of  the  animni  below  the  knee  or  hock. 

Calves  of  not  less  than  60  pounds,  dressed  weight — $0,015  per  pound,  dressed 
weight,  of  meat  condemned,  not  including  the  bead  or  any  part  of  the  animal 
l>eIow  the  knee  or  hock. 

This  scale  was  brought  into  force  by  an  amendment  to  the  original 
act  in  1910.  In  some  respects  it  is  now  proposed  to  revert  to  the 
original  scale,  as  the  high  price  now  ruling  for  stock  makes  the  com- 
pensation per  pound  less  remunerative  to  the  owners  of  condemned 
stock  than  under  the  old  scale.    As  originally  fixed  the  charges  were : 

(a)  In  the  case  of  fat  marketable  cattle  not  exceeding  8  years  of  age  and 
of  not  less  value  than  $14.40,  the  compensation  payable  in  respect  of  each  such 
animal  shall  be  one-thtrd  of  its  value. 

(6)  In  the  case  of  pigs  the  compensation  shall  be:  (1)  For  each  pig  weighing 
not  less  than  50  nor  more  than  100  pounds,  dead  weight,  $1.20;  (2)  for  each 
pig  weighing  more  than  100  pounds,  dead  weight,  $2.40. 

(c)  That  compensation  shall  not  be  payable  unless  the  owner  of  the  stock 
makes  application  therefor  in  the  prescribed  manner  and  form,  and  satisfies 
the  inspector  that  the  stock  so  slaughtered  is  in  fact  diseased  and  has  been 
disposed  of  as  required  by  section  35  of  the  act 

[A  list  of  the  Government-owned  (State  or  municipal)  abattoirs 
in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative 
offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  1678.] 


AMEBICAN  CONSXriAB  OFFICEBS  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE^ 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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HOHBTJUAS  INCEEASES  TBADE  with  TJinTED  STATES. 

[Consul  FrancLs  3.  Dyer,  Celba,  July  26.] 

There  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  exports  from  Ceiba 
to  tile  United  Stat^.  For  the  first  quarter  of  1915  the  exports 
amoonted  to  $54,474.  For  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1916  the  total 
was  $207,165,  and  for  the  second  quarter  of  1916,  $569,164,  while  for 
a»  first  24  days  of  July,  1916,  they  were  $114,803.  They  may  de- 
dine  soinewhat  from  now  on,  as  the  market  is  not  taking  bananas 
so  readily  as  during  the  last  quarter.  The  detailed  figures  for  the 
quarter  ended  June  30,  1916,  are : 


Artlde. 

Quantity. 

Vdne. 

ItansnM lHiiK>)Mii . . 

1,807,300 
3,000,000 
45.118.5 
16,228 

6,456.5 
66,000 
881 

so.eso 

064 
45 

1423,288 

^fnnr.        .  ,  .^...  ^.^ .                                                    noitmlit.. 

120,411 

Hides,  dnr 

do.... 

12,243 

Kubbar 

do.... 

7,sg8 

DaenUm 

:::::::::"....::do.... 

2,106 

Coeonnts 

17« 

Orangn  

,,,,,. boxes.. 

766 

Pbntslns 

520 

aanapflrflhi 

..............  iK>unds . . 

125 

do 

5 

Total 

560,164 

The  value  of  returned  American  goods  was  $5,115,  the  diief  items 
being  "  empties  " — empty  gasoline  drums,  carbonic-acid  gas  cylinders, 
acid  carboys,  oil  barrels,  and  cement  sacks,  of  a  total  declared  value 
of  $3,901. 

Ships  that  cleared  for  United  States  ports  numbered  32,  of  which 
29  were  Honduranean,  bound  for  New  Orleans;  1  was  Norwe^an, 
for  Mobile;  1  a  British  schooner,  for  Key  West;  and  1  a  British 
schooner,  for  Tampa. 

[A  previons  report  on  the  Increased  commerce  of  Oelba  with  the  United 
States  was  publiabed  ia  Comuebcx  Repobts  for  June  7,  1916.] 


ITEW  COHIfEBCIAI  CENTES  DEYELOnNG  IN  HONDURAS. 

[Cbarg^  d'Affalres  Willing  Spencer,  American  Legation,  Tegucigalpa,  July  15.] 

By  the  reomt  issuance  of  a  decree  signed  by  the  President  of  Hon- 
duras, Tela,  on  the  coast  of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  has  been  raised  from  a 
"  c(»umandancia  menor  "  to  a  "  commandancia  principal,"  now  rank- 
ing in  the  class  with  the  other  Caribbean  Sea  ports  of  La  Ceiba, 
Puerto  Cortes,  and  Trujillo,  and  wiUi  Amapak  on  the  Gulf  of  Fon- 
seca. 

Tela  is  the  headquarters  of  the  United  Fruit  Co.  in  Honduras  and 
has  the  advantage  of  excellent  steamship  service  with  New  York  and 
New  Orleans.  The  company  maintains  a  wireless  station  and  a 
modem  and  well-equipped  ho^ital  at  Tela.  A  well-constructed  dock 
brings  the  cars  of  the  Tela  Railroad  Co.  to  the  ship's  side,  permitting 
eo(moinical  handling  of  freight,  and  the  rapid  extension  of  the  rail- 
road into  the  surrounding  country  is  opening  a  vast  expanse  of 
productive  territory  for  wmch  Tela  is  the  logical  distributing  center. 
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FOBEION  TARIFF9. 
BRAZIL. 
Proposed  Tariff  Bednctioii  on  Kannfactures  of  Braciltan  Rubber. 

Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  reports 
that  a  proposal  to  encourage  the  consumption  abroad  of  Brazilian 
rubber  by  means  of  reduced  import  duties  on  products  manufactured 
therefrom  has  again  been  introduced  into  the  Brazilian  Congress. 
ITie  new  bill  provides  for  a  reduction  of  95  per  cent  of  the  ordinaiy 
duties  on  such  articles,  if  they  are  accompanied  by  a  declaration  from 
the  manufacturer,  duly  authenticated  by  a  Brazilian  consul,  attesting 
that  the  goods  are  made  of  fine  Para  rubber.  The  words  "Para 
Rubber,  Brazil "  or  their  equivalent  in  the  language  of  the  country 
of  origin  must  be  stamped  on  such  articles.  On  certain  grades  of 
insulated  wires  and  cables,  in  the  manufacture  of  which  Para  rubber 
has  been  used,  the  regular  duty  is  to  be  reduced  90  per  cent.  It  is 
proposed  to  make  pneumatic  automobile  tires  not  made  of  Brazilian 
mbber  (present  rate  5  per  cent  ad  valorem)  dutiable  at  15  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 

The  new  measure  differs  from  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
budget  law  for  1915  in  that  no  discriminatory  surtaxes  are  imposed 
on  articles  made  of  other  than  Brazilian  rubber.  It  was  reported 
that  the  customs  officials  found  great  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
between  articles  made  of  Para  and  of  other  rubber  during  the  brief 
period  that  the  provisions  of  the  1915  budget  law  were  in  effect. 
With  a  view  to  remedying  this  difficulty,  the  new  bill  prescribes  a 
number  of  tests  for  determining  whether  articles  are  made  of  Bra- 
zilian rubber.  Thus,  goods  admitted  at  the  reduced  rates  must  stretch 
six  times  their  size  without  breaking  and  must  stand  all  the  elasticity 
and  compression  tests  required  by  certain  French  organizations 
(French  State  Railways,  the  Chatellerault  Arsenal,  and  the  Foun- 
dries of  Pont-k-Mousson),  and  may  also  be  subjected  to  other  tests. 

[The  provisions  of  tlie  pending  bill  are  similar  to  those  of  a  bill  passed  a 
year  ago  by  the  Brazilian  Congress  which  was  vetoed  by  the  President.  For 
notices  regarding  the  previous  measure,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  16,  p.  78, 
and  No.  17,  p.  118.] 

BRITISH  INDIA. 
[Consul  Samuel  C.  Rcat,  Rangoon,  Apr.  13.] 
Marking  of  Condensed  Milk. 

According  to  a  ruling  recently  made  by  the  Government  of  British 
India,  the  proportion  of  fat  required  in  full  cream  condensed  milk  is 
9  per  cent  of  the  contents  of  the  can,  and  all  containers  of  condensed 
milk  having  a  fat  content  below  this  standard  must  be  marked  "  Pre- 
pared from  skimmed  milk."  In  the  case  of  sweetened  raiUr,  the  fat 
percentage  will  be  calculated  on  the  whole  contents  of  the  can  and  not 
on  the  actual  milk  content  of  the  product. 

MADAGASCAR. 
[Consul  James  G.  Carter,  TamataTe,  May  6.] 
Marking  of  Cotton  Ooods. 

The  regulations  for  the  marking  of  cotton  goods  imported  into 
Madagascar  (reported  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  19,  p.  63)  are  not 
to  go  into  effect  until  one  year  after  the  close  of  the  war,  according  to 
a  decree  of  April  IC,  1916. 
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[Consul  General  William  H.  Handler,  Callao-Llma,  June  24.1 

Cutoms  YaluatioB  of  Patent  Kedioinet. 

According  to  a  decree  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  May  31, 
1916,  the  duty  of  25  per  cent  ad  valorem  imposed  on  patent  medicines 
imported  into  Peru  is  to  be  calculated  on  the  manufacturer's  list  price, 
dia:«gardlng  any  discounts  allowed  to  the  importer.  Becently-the 
a^^ts  of  an  important  American  manufacturer  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines were  obliged  to  pay  duty  on  the  list  price  of  the  shipment, 
although  they  received  a  discount  of  25  per  cent  from  the  catalogue 
prices. 

FORIXrOVESE  coLomcxs. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Jaly  6.] 

Postponement  of  Export  Duties  on  Coffee  is  Angola. 

A  Portuguese  decree  of  June  23,  1916,  provides  that  the  export 
duties  on  coffee  shipped  from  Angola  prescribed  by  the  decree  of 
Aognst  19,  1914  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  14,  p.  25),  shall  not 
be  enforced  until  eight  months  from  the  date  of  the  new  order. 

BAXVASOB. 
Surtax  0|L  laiportt. 

The  American  Legation  at  San  Salvador  has  transmitted  a  decree 
which  appeared  in  the  Diario  Oficial  for  June  9,  1916,  authorizing 
the  collection  of  a  surtax  of  $0.10  per  100  kilos,  gross  weight,  on  all 
articles  imi>orted  into  Salvador.  The  proceeds  of  the  surtax,  which 
is  to  come  into  effect  September  1,  1916,  are  to  be  devoted  to  pro- 
viding customhouse  buildings  and  facilities  at  La  Union. 

(DIarlo  Ofldal,  June  14.] 
Export  Dnty  on  Hides. 

Because  of  the  scarcity  of  leather  in  Salvador,  the  export  duty  on 
hides  has  been  increasecl  to  $0.18  per  kilo,  according  to  the  terms  of 
a  presidential  decree  of  June  13, 1916.  [This  is  a  restoration  of  the 
duty  prescribed  by  the  new  customs  tariff  of  Salvador,  in  effect 
Jan.  1,  1916,  for  which  a  rate  of  $7  per  100  kilos  was  substituted 
by  a  decree  of  Oct.  26, 1915.] 


SOXTGH  MIZEBS  FOB  BBAZIIIAH  CITIES. 

[Consul  Oeorge  B.  Plekerell,  Fara,  June  13.1 

The  municipal  council  of  the  city  of  Para  is  discussing  a  measure 
which  provides  for  the  elimination  of  manual  labor  in  the  preparation 
of  doushs  in  bakeries  and  alimentary-paste  factories  and  for  the  use 
of  machinery  instead.  A  reasonable  time  will  be  allowed  them  for 
the  acquisition  of  the  machinery.  It  is  generally  believed  that  the 
measure  will  be  approved.  A  list  of  hardware  dealers  and  bakeries 
is  forwarded,  and  I  suggest  that  American  manufacturers  interested 
send  their  catalogues  to  these  firms  and  to  the  Para  consulate  as  welL 

[The  list  referred  to  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foi-elgn  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  asking  for  file  No. 
779S1.  A  list  of  bakeries  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  ottered  in  Commebce  Befobts 
for  Apr..  1916,  under  file  No.  74493.] 
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HABKET  FOB  B0ILEB8  IN  SWITZEBLAHD. 

[Consul  Philip  HoUand,  Basel,  Hay  29.] 

Lawn  rollers  are  very  little  used  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Basel  district,  especially  for  rolling  grass.  There  are  probably  30 
or  40  cast-iron  hand  rollers  in  this  city  which  are  used  for  rolling 
gravel  and  tennis  courts.  These  are  of  the  open-cylinder  kind,  cast  in 
15-inch  wide  and  15-inch  diameter  sections  and  comprising  from  2 
to  4  sections.  The  roller  rim  is  about  2  inches  thick  and  there  is  a 
heavy  weight  inside  to  balance  the  handle.  Most  of  them  are 
owned  by  tennis  and  court  builders. 

Basel  has  about  100  wirtschafts  (beer  gardens),  with  open, 
gravelled  courts,  where  the  public  is  served  in  summer.  The  courts 
are  scratched  and  rerolled  each  spring.  This  is  also  true  of  the  wide 
walks  at  the  homes  of  the  wealthy.  The  city  uses  rollers  in  building 
and  repairing  parkways,  sidewalks,  and  streets. 
Lawns  of  Wealthier  Residents  Barely  Boiled. 

About  98  per  cent  of  the  people  of  Basel  live  in  small  houses  and 
apartments,  where  the  maximum  court  and  lawn  spaces  do  not  exceed 
400  square  feet.  The  large  grass  lawns  of  the  wealthier  residents  arc 
rarely,  if  ever,  rolled.  The  rainfall  is  not  exceptionally  heavy  in  this 
section  of  Switzerland,  but  the  overhanging  clouds  and  incessantly 
damp  weather  are  conducive  to  a  healthy  growth  of  grass.  .  Rollers 
are,  however,  very  extensively  used  by  the  farmers.  As  most  of  the 
farms  are  small,  and  as  grain  and  grass  are  almost  exclusively  grown, 
usually  with  but  one  plowing  or  breaking  up,  the  farmers  harrow  the 
ground  after  plowing  and  roll  it  after  sowing.  The  rollers  used  are, 
as  a  rule,  of  the  same  kind  that  the  court  builders  of  the  city  use. 
Some  of  the  farmers  use  only  log  or  wooden  rollers. 

A  few  water-filled  drum  rollers  have  already  been  sold  in  Basel, 
and  one  firm  herie  carries  them  in  stock.  The  sales,  however,  have 
lieen  small,  from  2  to  4  a  year.  These  cylinders  are  manufactured 
in  Germany  and  measure  6  feet  in  length  and  18  inches  in  diameter. 
They  retail  for  $24, 

There  is  one  manufacturer  of  open-cylinder  rollers  in  this  consular 
district, 
large  Dealers  Canvass  Fanning  Districts. 

The  large  dealers  who  sell  most  of  the  agricultural  machinery  in 
Switzerland  send  their  representatives  throughout  the  farming  dis- 
tricts to  sell  and  assemble  their  implements.  In  order  to  establish 
a  permanent  and  profitable  business,  reaching  over  the  whole  of 
Switzerland,  it  would  be  well  to  communicate  with  one  of  these 
dealers. 

The  usual  terms  in  Switzerland  are  60  to  90  days  or  2  per  cent  for 
cash.  Many  American  exporters,  however,  are  demanding  cash  with 
orders  or  against  shipping  documents.  These  terms,  if  exacted  now, 
will  probably  injure  busmess  for  the  future.  They  should  not  be 
exacted  where  there  is  a  purpose  to  establish  a  permanent  business. 

Rollers  for  agricultural  purposes  are  classified  under  No,  891  of 
the  Swiss  import  tariff  and  pay  import  duty  at  the  rate  of  7  francs 
($1.35)  per  quintal  of  220  pounds. 

[Lists  of  large  dealers  who  sell  most  of  the  agricultural  machinery  In  Swlt- 
Eerland,  and  of  hardware  and  Implement  dealers  In  Basel  or  district,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  77844.] 
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KELP  HABVESTINO  IN  SELATION  TO  nSHES. 

The  naturalist  of  the  Albatross  has  submitted  to  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  a  preliminary  report  of  observations  made  in 
July  to  determine  the  effect  of  kelp  harvesting  upon  fishes.  The 
observations  were  made  between  Pomt  Loma  and  La  Jolla,  in  the 
vicinity  of  San  Diego,  Cal.  Evidence  of  the  presence  of  fish  eggs 
on  the  kelp  was  sought.  In  the  case  of  harvesters  that  grind  the 
kelp  as  ijb  is  cut,  such  evidence,  of  course,  is  not  available ;  but  some 
harvesters  do  not  grind  the  kelp  while  cutting  it,  and  in  such  cases 
the  opportunity  was  afforded  for  making  the  desired  observations. 
No  evidence  of  eggs,  fish,  or  crawfish  larvae  could  be  found.  On  the 
kelp  beds  the  leaves  were  examined  to  a  depth  of  8  or  10  feet,  and  the 
specimens  of  mollusks,  crustaceans,  worms,  hydroids,  etc.,  collected. 
Some  small  fish  were  taken,  but  these  were  not  the  young  of  food 
fishes,  since  they  were  mature  at  1  inch  in  length.  No  fish  eggs  could 
be  found. 

Although  three  harvesters  had  been  working  on  this  bed  for  more 
than  three  months,  the  amonnt  of  kelp  at  the  surface  of  the  water 
had  not  decreased  appreciably.  It  is  said  that  if  the  harvesters  begin 
at  one  side  of  the  kelp  beds  and  cut  clean  as  they  go,  the  first  part 
will  have  grown  up  again  to  its  natural  condition  before  the  whole 
bed  has  been  passed  over. 

While  the  preliminary  observations  in  this  region  afforded  no 
ground  for  suspecting  that  the  harvesting  of  kelp  is  injurious  to 
unportant  fish  or  shellfish,  the  bureau  plans  to  continue  the  in- 
vestigation. 

BECOBD  OF  SOITTH  AFBIC&S  BAILWAYS  FOB  YEAB. 

(CoDSnl  Edwin  N.  Quosaulus,  Jobanoesburs,  Joly  6.] 

Statistics  relating  to  the  management  and  operation  of  the  South 
African  (Government)  Railways  for  1915  are  given  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  general  manager,  just  issued.  The  open  mileage  on 
December  31,  1915,  was  8,924,  an  increase  during  the  year  of  438 
miles.  The  total  capital  expenditure  on  railways  and  harbors  to 
December  31,  1915,  was  $490,646,579.  The  average  cost  of  the  open 
lines  is  $47,706  per  route  mile,  including  workshops  and  rolling-stock 
equipment. 

Gross  Earnincs  and  Expenditures  for  Two  Years. 

The  gross  earnings  in  1915  were  $69,361,032  and  expenditures 
$38,263,547.  In  1914  the  earnings  were  $56,029,007,  and  expenditures 
$43,020,872.  The  ratio  of  passenger  earnings  to  total  eamii^s  in- 
creased tram  24.9  per  cent  in  1911  to  28.34  per  cent  in  1915,  whfle  the 
ratio  of  goods  earnings  diminished  in  almost  the  same  proportion, 
attributable  to  large  reductions  in  rates  in  1912. 

The  ratio  of  expenditure  to  earnings  has  decreased  by  11.95  per  cent 
compared  with  1914,  and  7.9  per  cent  compared  with  1913.  While 
revenue  is  lower  than  in  1910,  expenditure  has  increased  by  almost 
$4,866,500,  mainly  because  the  1912  rate  reduction  involved  a  sacri- 
fice in  revenue  approximating  $7,299,750  per  annum.  The  net  profit 
from  railways  carried  to  revenue-distribution  account  was  $6,376,964. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OPFOBTUBITIES. 

Reserved  oddresseR  mny  .be  obtained  from  the  Barema  and  Its  district  oflcea.  BeqaMt 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  i>pBorta«iltT  anmber. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  case*. 

Uachinery,  No.  221C9. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes  tbat  a 
firm  iu  Ills  district  wishes  to  Import  all  kinds  of  machinery,  tools,  and  parts 
used  in  making  shoes.  Correspondence  in  Spanish.-  Gash  will  be  paid 
against  shipping  documents  In  Spain. 

Advertising  novelties,  No.  22170. — A  shipping  agency  In  the  United  States  writes 
that  a  firm  In  Argentina  desires  to  form  commercial  relations  wltli  manu- 
facturers of  general  advertising  novelties,  such  as  celluloid,  metal,  wood, 
calendars,  fans,  buttons,  etc.  Payments  will  be  made  against  sliipping 
,  documents  in  Argentina. 

Machinery,  No.  22171. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  that  a  man  in  Chile  desires  to 
erect  a  mill  for  manufacturing  castor  oil  and  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  other  information  relative  to  the  necessary  machinery  and  equipment 

Olive  oil.  No.  22172. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a  Ann 
in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  American  importers 
of  refined  olive  oil.    Correspondence  in  Spanish.    References. 

Shoe  findings,  No.  22173. — ^The  bureau  is  Informed  that  a  business  man  from 
Argentina  Is  now  In  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  securing  addi- 
tional  agencies  for  the  sale  of  American  products.  He  is  especially  inter- 
ested In  shoe  findings  of  all  kinds,  such  as  arch  supporters,  hooks  and 
eyelets,  heel  grips,  bone  buttons,  rubl>er  heels  and  soles,  duck  linings,  box 
toes,  etc.    References, 

Paper,  printing  supplies,  etc.,  No.  22174. — An  American  consular  officer  in  tlie 
Far  East  reports  that  two  native  printing  offices  desire  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  price  lists  of  paper,  printers'  requisites  and  materials,  station- 
ery, and  account  and  ledger  boolcs. 

Leather  belting  and  packing,  etc..  No.  22175. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  in 
the  West  Indies  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  leather 
belts,  and  packing  for  steam  engines,  pumps,  etc.    References. 

Automobiles,  No.  22176. — A  firm  in  South  Africa  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  its  desire  to  receive  catalogues,  price  and  discount  lists  from 
American  manufacturers  of  smalt  electric  pleasure  vehicles  suitable  for 
use  in  city  and  suburban  districts. 

Cottonseed  oil,  tobacco  seed,  etc..  No.  22177. — A  business  man  in  the  Nether- 
lands asks  the  bureau  to  place  him  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  cotton  see<l  and  cottonsee<l  oil,  castor  bean  and  tobacco 
seed,  etc.    References.    Correspondence  In  English. 

Paints,  food  products,  machinery,  etc..  No.  22178. — One  of  tlie  commercial 
agents  of  the  bureau  writes  that  the  representative  of  a  Brazilian  steam- 
ship company  Is  now  in  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  purchasing  the 
following:  Paint«,  oil.s,  provisions,  canned  meats  and  fruits,  India  rubber, 
packing,  leather  and  canvas  hose,  electrical  machinery  and  fittings.  Iron 
and  steel  plates,  manila  and  wire  rope,  kerosene,  gasoline,  asbestos,  and 
bags  for  salt.    Cash  will  be  paid  in  New  York  City.    Reference. 

Automobiles,  No.  22179. — A  Norwegian  Import  firm  advises  an  American  con- 
sular officer  of  Its  desire  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  automobiles.  Correspondence  may  be  ta 
English.  
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BKADFOBD  SmPUENTS  TO  THE  TJinTED  STATES. 

[Consnl  Augusttu  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  .Aug.  3.] 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford 
consular  district  during  July,  1916,  amounted  to  $1,141,435,  as  com- 
pared with  $1,686,615  in  July,  1915.  The  decline  in  the  total  value 
IS  accounted  for  by  the  embargo  on  the  export  of  raw  wool  and  of 
mohair,  none  of  either  having  been  shipped,  as  compared  with 
$488,199  and  $51,264,  respectively,  in  July,  1915.  There  was  also  a 
falling  off  in  the  shipments  of  wool  noils,  wool  yarn,  and  particularly 
worsted  and  woolen  cloths,  wool  dress  goods,  and  wool  coat  linings. 

On  the  other  hand,  cotton  cloths,  principally  linings,  showed  a  ven^ 
large  increase,  the  total  amounting  to  $494,766,  as  compared  with 
$208,232  in  July,  1915. 

PENCIIrMAEDrG  INSTTSTET  IN  IKDIA. 

[Consul  Lucien  Memmlnger,  Madras,  July  6.1 

The  Indian  Review,  published  at  Madras,  contains  the  following 
account  of  the  es^ablishni'^nt  of  a  pencil-making  industry  in  that 
city  under  Government  auspices: 

A  good  beginning  1ms  lH>on  made  in  this  presidency  in  the  direction  of 
pencil  making.  Some  pcncil-nmking  plonts  were  recently  taken  over  by  the 
•Department  of  Industries  tind  placed  under  an  export.  In  a  short  time  n 
plant  was  !n  working  ortler  and  reasonably  wcU-finlshed  iiencils  were  prepared 
within  three  months,  but  the  expert  was  unable  to  reline  the  graphite  properly, 
and  as  sources  of  supply  for  wood  had  not  been  adequately  investigated,  no 
attempt  was  made  to  place  the  pencils  on  the  market.  These  initial  experi- 
ments furnished  what  may  be  called  the  fundamental  datii  of  production,  that 
Is,  the  limiting  figures  and  conditions  under  which  commercial  production  is 
possible.  These  limits  appeared  to  be  suflicently  favorable  to  warrant  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  experiment.  Subsequent  work  tiiitil  the  onti  of  the  year  con- 
sisted chiefly  in  the  investigation  of  forest  supplies  and  the  treatment  of 
graphite. 

American  manufacturers  of  pencil-making  machinery  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  possibility  of  supplying  machinery  for  this  industry 
should  address  the  Director  of  Industries,  Government  of  Madras, 
Madras,  India. 
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ATTTOMOBILE  SITUATION  IN  BBAZIL 

(Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Moreau  Gottscluak,.Bio  de  Janeiro,  Jul;  C] 

For  a  number  of  months  past  there  has  been  shown  in  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  consulate  general,  as  well  as  in  iix» 
more  frequent  visits  of  salesmen  and  traveling  representatives  from 
the  United  States,  a  very  pronounced  interest  in  the  Brazilian  field 
for  the  sale  of  automobiles.  The  inquiries  received  here,  both  by 
letter  and  from  traveling  representatives,  have  been  carefully  noted 
and  constitute  what  may  be  regarded  as  an  interesting  picture  of  the 
misconceptions  that  seem  generally  to  prevail  among  North  American 
automobile  firms  with  regard  to  Brazil.  The  points  are  fully  dis- 
cussed below. 

First  of  all,  there  are  in  the  files  of  this  office  many  letters  that 
seek  to  ascertain  what  are  the  chances  for  an  "  automobile  tour  of 
South  America"  or  a  "tour  through  the  interior  of  Brazil."  To 
such  inquiries  the  reply  has  had  to  be  made  in  all  cases  that  there  is 
no  international  system  of  highways  between  the  countries  of  Soath 
America ;  that  the  interior — at  least  the  remoter  interior — of  most  of 
the  Latin  American  States  is  still  devoid  of  communications  other 
than  trails  or  riverways;  and  that  nobody  has  ever  made — ^nor  will 
probably  for  many  years  make — a  tour  such  as  is  inquired  about. 
Kotor  Cars  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Visitors  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  invariably  comment  on  two  things 
with  regard  to  the  motor  cars  which  they  see  here  in  general  use. 
One  thing  that  arouses  their  attention  is  the  prevalence  of  foreign 
(French,  Italian,  German)  makes.  The  other  is  that  the  dty's  piu>- 
hc  taxicabs  are  almost  all  of  them  large  and  roomy  and  show  evident 
signs  of  having  been  built  for  much  more  luxurious  purposes  tJian 
those  to  which  put  at  present. 

The  explanation  of  the  preference — for  a  decided  preference  does 
thus  far  exist — for  foreign  (European)  makes  in  the  matter  of 
private  cars  is  easily  explainable  from  the  fact  that  these  southern 
countries  have  for  years  held  the  belief  that  while  the  United  States 
produced  and  marketed  foodstuffs  and  the  grosser  articles  of  prime 
necessity  and  sold  them  advantageously,  none  the  less  when  anyitJiing 
in  the  nature  of  a  luxury  was  to  be  purchased,  one  must  naturallj 
turn  to  Europe  for  it.  To  the  average  Brazilian  an  automobile  is 
a  luxury,  ana  a  luxury  only. 

The  reasons  why  Europe  enjoys  this  reputation  of  being  the  source 
par  excellence  of  all  things  luxurious  and  "  smart "  is  not  hard  to 
find.  For  yeare  past  Continental  Europe  has  catered  to  the  South 
American,  not  only  commercially,  but  by  welcoming  him  as  a  tourist; 
by  helping  him  in  a  thousand  ways  to  spend  his  money  there;  by 
flooding  his  own  country  with  books,  newspapers,  and  illustrated 
magazines  in  languages  that  he  could  more  readily  understand  than 
English;  by  establishing  European  schools  in  the  South  American 
countries  and  thereby  unconsciously  training  the  children  to  a  more 
or  less  "  Continental "  ideal,  which  the  child,  being  himself  of  Latin 
blood,  readily  enough  assimilated ;  and,  last  but  not  least,  by  putting 
into  business  relations  and  selling  methods  that  diplomatic  suave- 
ness  that  wins  popularity. 
Taxicabs — Small  Cars  for  the  Planter. 

As  to  the  superior  type  of  taxicab  in  evidence  in  the  streets  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro  the  explanation  is  simple,  and  not  without  some  little 
hint  of  minor  tragedy.    During  1912 — ^the  "boom"  year  of  coffee, 
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when  money  vyas  easily  made  and  when  business  in  general  was 
prosperous  as  it  had  not  been  for  many  years  previous — everyone 
who  xjould  afford  it  (and  many,  as  the  sequence  shows,  who  could 
not)  bought  an  automobile.  Some  were  bought  for  cash,  some  on 
installments,  and  some  on  credit.  A  few  were  paid  for  before  the 
crash  came.  All  of  them,  one  may  say,  were  from  Continental  Eu- 
rope. Then  came  the  panic  of  1913  and  the  financial  stringency 
which  the  depression  m  business  of  that  year  and  the  closely- 
following  European  war  brought  about.  Private  automobiles  were 
a  drug  on  the  market.  Many  owners  of  cars  were  glad  to  send  them 
out  as  taxicabs  to  earn  what  they  could.  Others  sold  them  outright, 
at  a  sacrifice.  And  that  is  the  simple  reason  why  Eio  de  Janeir<) 
has  to-day  the  best-looking  taxicabs  in  the  world. 

The  market  for  automobiles  in  South  America  generally  is  con- 
fined, first,  to  the  cities,  and,  second,  to  the  larger  plantation  areas. 
In  the  cities,  as  explained,  the  luxurious  European  car  is  preferred. 
It  is  only  the  planter  in  a  few  scattered  agricultural  districts  who, 
like  the  North  American  farmer,  has  begun  to  know  the  motor  car 
that  is  cheap  and  serviceable  and  regarded  rather  as  a  piece  of  farm- 
ing equipment  than  as  a  pleasure  vehicle.  I  am  told  that  certain 
American  makers  of  the  lower-priced  cars  have  grasped  this  truth 
and  have  begim  a  campaign  of  education  in  this  respect  among  the 
coffee  planters  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo. 

For  the  heavier  vehicles,  such  as  trucks  and  lorries,  Brazil  offers 
a  less  favorable  field.  The  country,  from  the  beginning  of  its  settle- 
ment, stretched  coastwise  rather  than  toward  the  interior  of  the 
Continent.  To  this  day  there  are  few  roads  penetrating  the  interior. 
Just  as  in  the  newer  sections  of  the  United  States,  the  railroad  came 
before  the  highway,  and  the  highway,  in  consequence,  is  often  bad. 
Imports  During  Past  Four  Years. 

The  official  record  of  Brazil's  imports  of  automobiles  graphically 
tells  the  story  of  the  financial  depression  that  has  weighed  down  the 
Republic  for  the  past  two  years.  In  1912  (the  "  boom^'  year  already 
referred  to)  3,785  cars  were  imported,  these  having  a  value  of 
$5,368,650;  m  1913,  3,218  were  imported,  their  value  being  $4,684,069; 
but  in  1914  the  number  dropped  to  744  and  the  value  to  $968,994, 
and  last  year  only  214  cars  were  brought  in,  whose  aggregate  value 
was  $190,358.  The  United  States  furnished  $924,045  of  the  imports 
in  1912  and  $795,754  in  1913,  and  was  third  among  the  supplying 
countries  in  each  of  these  years ;  but  with  only  $165,152  to  its  credit 
in  1914  it  held  second  place,  and  in  1915  ranked  first,  though  its 
trade  that  year  amounted  to  less  than  $123j500. 

As  regards  number  of  cars,  the  United  States  was  third  in  1912, 
second  in  1913,  and  first  in  both  1914  and  1915,  as  the  following  table 
shows : 


Imported  from— 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

No. 

Value. 

No. 

Value. 

No. 

Value. 

No. 

Valve. 

Uiu'tod  Statei 

783 

1,060 

1,011 

432 

205 

120 

136 

38 

1924,045 

1,526,018 

1,470,795 

638,193 

317,873 

188,216 

247,223 

68.287 

814 
613 
963 
412 
112 

83 
142 

88 

$795,754 
1,020,675 
1,555,232 
587.ni 
225,335 
133,222 
242,945 

123  1<» 

213 
114 
186 
92 
46 
35 
11 
47 

744 

«65,162 
160,083 
335,006 
115,846 
81.813 
60,285 
13. 464 
47.366 

160 
3 
10 
15 
8 

$123,390 

fiwmany 

3,281 

20,044 

Italy      

21,189 

Great  Britain  ................. 

10,924 

Sintzo'Iand 

3 
6 

4,685 

7,965 

Total...... 

3,783 

5.368.650 

3,218  1  4.fS4.069 

OG8.904 

214 

190,358 
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Distribntioii  of  Kotor  Cars  Throughout  Braxil. 

I  have  tried  in  vain  to  obtain  statistics  of  the  number  of  cars  in 
use  or  licensed  in  the  various  large  cities  of  Brazil.  An  idea  of 
the  relative  importance  of  the  various  districts  of  the  country  to  the 
foreign  maker  of  motor  cars  may,  however,  be  gathered  from  the 
following  table,  which  shows  the  number  of  cars  imported  through 
the  various  ports  of  entry  of  the  Republic  between  1912  and  1915 : 


Ports. 

1«12 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Uanios 

29 

61 

a 

M 

I 
at 

3 
65 

3,117 

1  121 

21 

24 

ss 

19 
11 
1 

54 
IS 
111 
1,345 
1,318 
31 

5 

14 

4 
4 

Part 

M&r&nlifto .... 

•  1 

C&r4 

Natal 

}^eniaiiibuoo , 

43 
2 

19 
198 
325 

10 
3 
8 
2 

25 

37 

10 
3 

25 

4 

Macol6 

1 

Bshla 

8 

21 

Santos 

in 

1 

Sao  Francisco 

2 
12 
M 
Ul 
6 
2 
17 
2 
4 

3 
14 
45 
87 
24 

3 
SB 

3 

2 

Uio  Grande  do  Norl« 

1 

I'elotas 

4 

3 

Livramento. .. 

T^raniftyftna 

Itaqnl.r 

ConimM 

2 

Porto  Velho 

e 

• 
2 
5 

Itapohjr 

3 

8 

3,7» 

3,218 

744 

214 

It  will  be  seen  that,  under  the  more  normal  conditions  of  1912,  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  the  great  distributing  point  of  the  Republic,  headed  the 
list.  Since  then  the  financial  depression  has  greatly  lowered  the 
country's  purchasing  power  as  a  whole,  and  only  Santos,  the  port  of 
the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  (which  is  to-day  the  principal  seat  ci  the 
coffee  industry)  has  been  buying  automobiles — chiefly  for  the  reason 
that  the  planter  there  has  learned  to  appreciate  the  motor  car  not 
as  an  article  de  luxe,  but  properly  as  part  of  his  farming  equipment 

Choosing  a  Field — Competition  After  the  War. 

A  mistake  that  many  North  American  traveling  salesmen  make, 
however,  when  t^ey  visit  Brazil,  is  to  be  misled  by  prosperous  con- 
ditions in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  and  to  conclude  that  there  lies  the 
only  field  for  the  sale  of  automobiles.  It'  is  true  that  many  motor 
cars  have  been  sold  there  and  that  many  more  will  be  disposed  of 
among  the  coffee  planters,  but  I  am  almost  convinced  that  the  firm 
which  has  confined  its  efforts  to  the  Sao  Paulo  country  will  find,  in 
the  end,  that  it  has  not  done  wisely.  Far  better  would  it  be,  to  my 
mind,  to  establish  lasting  connections  with  some  good  selling  agent 
at  the  natural  distributing  point,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  let  that  agent 
sell  wherever  changing  conditions  might  later  warrant. 

The  figures  given  above  should  not  encourage  the  American  investi- 
gator of  this  market  to  think,  because  during  the  past  year  the 
United  States  has  furnished  65  per  cent  of  the  automobiles  pur- 
chased by  BrazU,  that  that  country  urill  necessarily  retain  this  posi- 
tion once  the  nations  of  Europe  have  reorganized  their  exporting. 
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The  two  obstacles  that  will  have  to  be  faced  will  be  those  enumerated 
in  the  beginning  of  this  report,  namelyj  the  Brazilian  tendency  to 
prefer  European  styles,  and  the  superior  skill  and  more  lenient 
terms  of  European  competitors  in  marketing  their  goods. 
Cars  in  the  Federal  District. 

The  Federal  District — which,  like  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  the 
Government  preserve  surroimding  the  capital  city,  Eio  de  Janeiro — 
had  at  the  close  of  1915  a  total  of  2,347  automobiles  registered. 
The  fees  collected  for  these  registrations  during  that  year  aggre- 
gated $72,869  (American  currency).  The  figures  given  are,  however, 
considerably  underestimated,  for  they  do  not  include  the  numerous 
motor  cars  employed  in  the  service  of  both  the  municipal  government 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  Federal  Government  itself,  which  are 
exempt  from  registration.  These  are  said  in  all  to  amount  to  several 
himdred  cars.  The  kinds  and  numbers  of  cars  licensed  and  regis- 
tered in  the  Federal'District  during  1915  were : 

Private  automobiles  for  2  persons 174 

Private  automobiles  for  4  persons 424 

Private  automobiles  for  ft  persons S-t 

Taxicabs  for  2  persons 16 

Taxicabs  for  4  persons 601 

Taxicabs  for  6  persons 606 

Auto  omnibuses  (now  out  of  commission) 23 

Private  motor  trucks 193 

Motortrucks  (rentable) 40 

Automobiles  for  transporting  meat 12 

Automobiles  on  trials ! 10 

Owned  by  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  Tramway  Light  &  Power  Co.  (not  taxed) 73 

Total  registered 2, 347 

Since  January  1,  1916,  the  operation  of  a  system  of  auto  busses, 
which  carried  passengers  from  the  center  of  the  city  to  various 
points  as  far  as  5  miles  in  certain  residential  sections,  has  been  dis- 
continued. The  fares  were  very  reasonable  (from  5  to  15  cents), 
but  the  company  claimed  that  with  tlie  high  price  of  gasoline  whicli 
prevailed  (43  cents  a  gallon  on  Deo.  25,  1915,  and  since  risen  to  52 
cents  a  gallon,  as  against  25  cents  on  July  31,  1914)  the  service  could 
not  be  continued  without  heavy  financial  losses.  An  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  electrify  this  line  was  made,  but  this  having  failed  there 
are  to-day  no  indications  as  to  when  the  service  may  be  resumed,  and 
in  the  meantime  the  bu^es  are  lying  idle. 

low-Prieed  Automobiles — Cars  Should  be  Fully  Equipped. 

A  tendency  toward  the  purchase  of  the  smaller  and  more  modest 
cars  is  plainly  discernible  in  Brazil  to-day.  Four  years  ago  a  "  run- 
about" on  the  streets  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  a  curiosity.  Now.  as 
the  table  illustrates,  there  are  already  a  considerable  number  of  the 
smaller  cars,  which  are  gradually  replacing  the  larger,  more  ex- 
pensive ones.  It  is  in  this  field  that  the  American  car  may  find  iiii 
opportunity;  and  I  can  not  impress  it  too  strongly  upon  such  aiilo- 
mobile  firms  as  call  upon  me  for  information  that  for  Brazil — and, 
I  think,  perhaps  for  Latin  America  generally — they  should  concen- 
trate their  efforts  on  selling  a  good,  practical  small  car  that  would 
be  within  reach  of  most  men's  purses. 
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I  have  heard  considerable  complaint  that  certain  low-priced  Ameri- 
can cars  sold  here  were  not  provided  with  speedometers,  and  that  it 
seemed  as  if  the  makers  inferred  that  these  necessary  adjimcts  could 
be  purchased  easily  at  any  time.  No  greater  mistake  could  be  made 
than  this,  and  no  American  car  should  ever  be  offered  here  that  is 
not  fully  provided  with  aU  its  necessary  accessories. 
Depots  and  Factories  in  Brazil. 

The  question  was  asked  me  not  long  ago,  by  an  American  traveling 
representative  who  called  at  the  connate  general,  whether  he  oug^ht 
not  to  advise  his  firm  to  establish  its  depot  for  accessories  and  its 
workshop  for  assembling  cars  at  some  point  other  than  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  selecting  rather  some  city  whose  topographical  surround- 
ings were  level,  whose  roads  were  numerous  and  well  kept,  and  whose 
general  interests  were  agricultural.  The  question  was  a  very  natural 
onej  and  yet,  somewhat  to  my  visitor's  surprise,  I  had  to  answer  it 
decidedly  in  the  negative.  It  is  on  just  this  'point  that  so  man^ 
American  firms  desirous  of  establishing  a  branch  or  agency  in  Brazil 
often  make  their  initial  error. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  Brazil  is  an  assemblage  of  21  States, 
each  of  which  has  a  remarkable  degree  of  autonomy,  and  that  the 
capital  city,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  is  situated  in  a  Federal  District  that, 
like  the  District  of  Columbia,  belongs  to  no  one  of  the  several  States 
but  is  under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  Congress  and  of  a  sort  of 
municipality.  As  articles  seven  and  nine  of  the  Brazilian  Constitu- 
tion provide,  the  Federal  Government  levies  and  enjoys  the  income 
from  customs  and  other  duties  upon  all  imports.  The  duties  which 
may  be  levied  and  collected  upon  all  exports,  however,  are  the  prop- 
erty of  the  individual  State  where  the  factory  is  located;  and  each 
of  the  States  has  its  own  tariff  of  export  charges  and  may  vary 
them  at  its  pleasure.  It  is  this  peculiarity  in  Brazilian  law,  joined  to 
an  utter  absence  of  interstate  laws  concerning  commerce,  that  makes 
it  infinitely  more  profitable  for  a  foreign  corporation  or  manufac- 
turer to  settle  within  the  Federal  District,  which,  outside  of  the  usual 
charge  for  trading  license,  levies  no  duties  upon  production  or  ex- 
portation either  to  foreign  countries  or  to  any  of  the  Brazilian  States. 
Sio  de  Janeiro  the  Distributing:  Center  of  BraslL 

The  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  enjoys  practically  a  monopoly  of  the 
distribution  of  merchandise  throughout  Brazil.  This  distribution  is 
effected  chiefly  by  means  of  a  Government-owned  railway,  the  Central 
Railway  of  Brazil,  which  penetrates  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  into  the 
interior,  and  by  the  coastwise  steamers  of  the  Lloyd-Brasileiro 
Steamship  Line,  also  a  Government-owned  transportation  company, 
with  a  river  service,  a  coastwise  service,  and  ships  running  to  the 
United  States  out  of  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  further,  is  visited  yearly  by  thou- 
sands of  merchants  from  all  the  various  States. of  the  Brazilian 
Union.  One  comes  here  to  make  one's  arrangements  for  purchasing 
stock  throughout  the  year ;  one  brings  one's  wife  and  daughter  here 
to  see  the  newest  fashions  and  make  their  purchases  of  the  latest 
modes  imported  from  abroad;  or  one  comes  to  consult  some  well- 
known  lawyer  on  a  business  matter  of  interstate  importance.  In  this 
sense  Rio  de  Janeiro  is  perhaps  not  only  the  political,  but  the  com- 
mercial, legal,  and  social  capital  of  the  whole  country. 
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telesmen's  Operating  Lio«nses^Sample  Cars. 

The  American  salesman  who  comes  here  with  a  car  whose  merits 
he  is  prepared  to  demonstrate  asks,  first  of  all,  for  an  operating  li- 
cense. He  is  naturally  inclined  to  think  that  this  is  due  him  as  n 
right.    Unfortunately,  the  local  law  makes  no  provision  for  tem- 

Eorary  operating  licenses,  and  what  he  considers  as  no  more  than 
is  due  must  be  asked  for,  as  a  "  special  privilege  to  a  foreign  firm,'' 
by  the  consulate  general.  Brazil  does  not  have  two  forms  of  licenses, 
one  for  the  owner  or  demonstrator  of  a  car,  and  another  for  the  pro- 
fessional chauffeur;  nor  is  an  applicant  immediately  granted  an 
operator's  license  without  examination. 

Once  he  has  obtained  a  special  license,  the  salesman  must  be  pre- 
pared to  show  it  on  all  occasions,  and  perhaps  to  submit  to  a  little 
curious  inquiry  of  a  purely  personal  nature  on  the  part  of  some  good- 
natured  policeman  with  a  thirst  for  knowledge  as  to  the  enterprising 
methods  of  foreign  firms.  The  license  is  not  based  upon  the  horse- 
power of  the  car,  and  it  is  not  valid  after  one  has  crossed  a  State 
boundary.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  within  a  short  time  certain  ordi- 
nances may  be  passed  in  Brazil  which  may  alleviate  most  of  these 
difficulties. 

There  is  no  class  of  salesmen  who  should  more  carefully  remembei- 
the  requirement  of  the  Brazilian  customs  laws  regarding  samples 
than  automobile  salesmen.  A  salesman  who  has  with  him  cars  for 
demonstrating  purposes  should  remember  that  he  can  not  have 
them  enter  the  country  in  bond  without,  before  his  departure  froici 
the  United  States,  obtaining  a  Brazilian  consular  invoice  declaring 
them  to  be  samples. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  automobile  dealers  In  Rio  de  Janeiro  may  be  bad 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  co- 
operative offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  79085.] 


AMEBICAN  AGENCIES  ESTABLISHED  IH  BBITISH  GUIANA. 

Consul  George  E.  Chamberlin  reports  that  as  a  result  of  the 
trade-extension  work  of  the  Georgetown  consulate  29  American 
agencies  were  placed  in  that  section  of  British  Guiana  during  the 
past  six  months.  The  lines  involved  embraced  edible  oils,  soaps,  fish, 
sheet  metals,  shirts,  glassware,  groceries,  paints,  dry  goods,  oleo- 
margarine, cereals,  flour,  beans,  beer,  tools,  carpets,  enameled  ware, 
razors,  strops,  disinfectants  and  sanitary  appliances,  stoves,  slates, 
and  rice. 

XrSE  OF  TUBKISH  LANGUAGE  UABE  OBLIOATOBT. 

[HoSican  Fbi:ip,  secretary  o{  American  embassy,  Constantinople.] 

A  Turkish  law  dated  March  10  (23),  1916,  makes  obligatory  the 
use  of  the  Turkish  language  by  companies  and  corporations  doing 
business  in  Turkey.  For  foreign  companies  this  obligation  is  limited 
to  their  correspondence  with  the  Turkish  Government  and  to  any 
documents  which  they  may  use  in  their  dealings  with  the  public. 
They  are  also  granted  until  July  10  (23) ,  1919,  to  comply  with  the 
law. 
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FOOSSTUTF  SITTJATIOlir  IH  SWirZESLAHD. 

(Consul  Walter  H.  Scbnlz,  Berne,  Jaly  28.] 

The  upward  tendency  in  food  prices  in  Switzerland  continues  and 
is  accounted  for,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  failing  imports  from  the 
adjacent  countries.  The  United  States  has  succeeded  Grermany, 
Austria-Hungary,  France,  Boumania,  and  Kussia  as  the  granary 
of  the  country,  but  owing  to  the  high  freight  rates  and  the  long 
haul,  the  prices  of  grain  products  are  continuously  increasing,  and 
unless  some  unexpected  reaction  takes  place  in  the  near  future  the 
Swiss  will  soon  be  paying  as  much  for  foodstuffs  as  their  warring 
neighbors. 

Crops  Bamagred  by  Kaln. 

The  heavy,  devastating,  and  continuous  rains  during  the  past 
two  months,  reported  by  the  Swiss  meteorological  service  to  have 
been  the  heaviest  in  50  years,  have  damaged  the  local  crops  con- 
siderably, and  added  to  the  gravity  of  the  foodstuff  situation. 
These  conditions  have  made  it  necessary  for  the  Government  offi- 
cials to  enter  upon  a  program  of  economic  retrenchment,  the  first 
evidence  of  which  has  been  clearly  shown  by  the  decline  of  cocoa, 
chocolate,  condensed  milk,  and  cheese  exports  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year,  which  was  the  result  of  Government  action. 

The  Statistical  Yearbook  of  Switzerland,  which  has  just  been 

Eublished,  gives  the  increases  in  the  most  important  necessaries  of 
fe  from  August,  1914,  up  to  May  1,  1916,  as  follows :  Bread,  41  per 
cent;  beef,  37.6  per  cent;  milk,  10.6  per  cent;  butter,  30.5  per  cent; 
eggs,  54.8  per  cent;  potatoes,  104.8  per  cent.  These  figures  repre- 
sent the  average  prices  prevailing  in  27  cities  in  Switzerland,  but 
they  are  much  exceeded  in  some  parts  of  Switzerland. 

Since  1914  the  importation  of  agricultural  products  from  the 
former  sources  of  supply  has  altogether  ceased.  Thus,  the  German 
market,  with  its  former  annual  export  of  foodstuffs  valued  at 
$13,992,500,  has  become  a  closed  market  to  Switzerland.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  Austria-Hungary,  with  similar  exports  valued  at 
$11,444,900;  Russia  with  its  $12,429,200,  and  France  with 
$20,535,200. 

Beoline  ia  Imports. 

A  survey  of  the  imports  during  the  first  quarter  of  1916  shows 
sharp  contrasts  when  compared  with  1914.  The  only  items  that 
have  entered  the  coimtry  in  encouraging  quantities  are  coffee  and 
tobacco.  Bee%'es  have  declined  from  7,977  head  in  1914  to  167  in 
1916;  sheep  from  23,296  to  602;  and  there  has  also  been  a  very 
heavy  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  oats,  malt,  potatoes,  sugar,  and 
eggs. 

From  August,  1914,  to  December,  1915,  Switzerland  imported  for- 
eign grains  valued  at  $48,057,000.  During  this  period  117  shiploads 
of  wheat,  19  of  oats,  18  of  com,  and  3  of  barley  were  purchased  in 
foreign  markets. 

The  import  and  export  figures  for  the  March  quarters  of  the  years 
1914,  1915,  and  1916,  as  recently  published  by  the  Swiss  Govern- 
ment, are  as  follows: 
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20,169 
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26,100 

5,218 

16,554 

49,308 

91,431 

15,233,940 

2.570.810 

10.656,924 

13,161,815 

78,887,562 

1,352,314 

1.330,489 

1,093,932 

3,049.801 

552,067 

1.513 

2,619 

12.760 

227 

1.178,370 
12,230.801 
21,616,612 
29,149,568 
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; do.... 
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Halt 
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Potatoes  
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";!I""IlI""Ii;i!!;!!!do!!!! 
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19,638,533 
16,209,845 
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do.... 
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Kgra 

do.... 

do.... 

33,077,855 
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207.014 

Butter  

UnL 

do.... 

372.801 

do.... 

6,797,051 

Bear 
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1,459 
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^i::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

.-  do.,  . 
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854,732 

Chooolata 

(Thaem  hard 

do.... 

do.... 

- ...do--.. 

11,670,960 
16,138,259 
12,S2e,27S 

OPPOETTTNITY  FOE  AMEBICAN  WASHINO  SOAP. 

tVlce  Consat  A.  O.  Watson,  Aden,  Arabia,  May  27.] 

There  have  been  inquiries  at  Aden  for  samples  and  prices  of 
American  soap  for  washing  purposes.  The  greatest  objection  to 
American  washing  soap  already  introduced  is  that  it  is  too  soft  and 
is  consequently  used  up  more  quickly  than  the  French  article.  This 
French  soap  is  now  retailing  at  $5.84  per  case  of  100  pieces,  while 
American  soap  is  selling  at  $4.54  per  case  of  100  pieces.  Undoubtedly 
the  same  price  can  be  obtained  for  American  soaps  if  this  principal 
defect  is  remedied. 

A  special  trade-mark  should  be  provided  for  the  soap,  as,  once  its 
reputation  is  established,  it  will  be  sold  on  its  mark.  An  importer 
of  American  soap  has  informed  me  that  he  introduced  the  American 
article  into  this  market  and  another  firm  was  then  granted  the  agency 
in  conjunction  with  him,  but  the  original  introducer  was  not  sat- 
isfied and  withdrew  from  the  business.  It  should  be  impressed  on  the 
manufacturer  that  he  must  grant  a  sole  agency  or  he  will  create  dis- 
satisfaction and  deprive  the  importer  of  a  profit.  Samples,  prices, 
and  other  particulars  should  be  furnished  in  seeking  representation 
here. 

Imports  of  soap  by  countries  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915, 
were:  United  Kingdom  and  possessions, $5,073;  Italy,  $3,761;  United 
States,  $1,255;  Austria,  $355;  France,  $38,960;  other  countries,  $678; 
total,  $50,082. 

[A  list  of  merchants  at  Aden  who  are  not  at  present  handling  washing  soap 
but  would  probably  be  interested  In  the  Introduction  of  such  goods  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78808.] 


Malaga  has  lately  been  bujdng  considerable  wheat  from  the  United 
States,  purchases  amounting  to  18,978  tons  in  the  first  six  months 
of  this  year  according  to  figures  furnished  by  Consul  Percival  Ga»- 
set  of  that  Spanish  port. 
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ITEW  TEBKS  IN  WOOLEN  TRADE  MODIFIED. 

[Consal  Rufus  Fleming,  Edlnburgb,  Scotland,  July  20.] 

Certain  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  new  terms  imposed 
by  English  and  Scotch  manufactureirs  of  woolen  cloth,  which  were 
explained  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  15,  1916.  The  changes 
were  made  after  many  conferences  of  representatives  of  merchants' 
and  clothiers'  associations  with  those  of  the  manufacturers'  associ- 
ations. 

Under  the  agreement,  which  bears  date  July  12,  1916,  all  ordere 
or  confirmations  received  by  woolen  and  worsted  manufacturers  on 
and  after  August  1,  1916,  are  executed  subject  to  the  following 
terms : 

1.  (a)  All  goods  dispatched  In  any  calendar  mouth  (but  subject  to  the 
delivery  of  the  goods  and  to  the  terms  of  subsection  c  of  this  section)  slinll  be 
paid  for  In  cash,  subject  to  a  discount  of  (I)  4  per  cent  If  paid  on  or  before 
the  10th  of  the  month  following  dispatch;  or  (II)  SJ  per  cent  if  paid  on  or 
before  the  10th  of  the  second  month  following  dispatch;  or  (III)  3  per  cent  If 
paid  on  or  before  the  10th  of  tlie  third  month  following  dispatch ;  or  (IV)  2^  per 
cent  if  paid  on  or  before  the  10th  of  the  fourth  month  following  dispatch,  when, 
if  not  previously  paid,  payment  shall  be  made,  unless  at  the  option  of  the  manufac- 
turer he  agrees  to  take  a  bill  or  promissory  note  for  a  further  period  not  ex- 
ceeding three  months.  The  bill  or  note  shall  be  for  tlie  amount  of  the  Invoice 
less  the  discount  of  2}  per  cent,  with  the  addition  of  Interest  on  tlie  net  amoiuit 
for  the  period  of  the  bill  or  note  at  the  rate  of  7i  per  cent  per  annum. 

Conditions  of  Payments  on  Other  Than  Specified  Dates. 

(b)  If  payments  are  made  on  dates  other  than  the  specified  dates  above 
provided,  the  discount  to  be  allowed  shall  be  the  rate  provided  for  the  specifle<] 
date  Immediately  following  payment,  but  Interest  at  the  i-ate  of  6  per  cent 
per  annum  shall  be  allowed  for  the  perlotl  from  the  date  of  payment  to  sueli 
specified  date  upon  all  amounts  so  paid  before  the  10th  of  the  fourth  month 
following  dispatch.  The  manufacturer  shall  also  allow  Interest  at  the  same 
rate  from  the  date  of  payment  to  the  10th  of  the  first  month  following  dictate]) 
upon  any  amounts  paid  before  such  date. 

(c)  All  goods  dispatched  In  any  month,  but  not  delivered  in  the  Unlte<l 
Kingdom  until  after  the  5th  of  the  month  following,  shall  be  paid  for  as  If 
dispatched  In  the  month  of  delivery,  but  If  delivered  in  the  first  five  days  of  any 
month  subsequent  to  the  month  of  dispatch,  the  goods  shall  be  paid  for  as  If 
dispatched  in  the  month  immediately  preceding  the  month  of  delivery. 

(d)  By  agreement  with  a  purchaser  a  manufacturer  may  sell  (I)  for  net 
cash;  or  (II)  for  payment  In  cash  (less  the  appropriate  discount)  on  any  date 
mentioned  In  subsection  a;  or  (III)  on  any  shorter  terms  or  at  a  lower  rate  of 
discount,  but  In  no  case  shall  he  sell  on  longer  terms  or  allow  a  higher  rate  of. 
or  extra  discount,  or  any  bonus,  rebate,  commission,  or  other  concession;  pro- 
vided that,  apart  from  agreement,  the  terms  of  payment  set  out  In  subsections 
a,  b,  and  c  hereof  shall  prevail. 

Begnlatlon  Forbids  Any  Bating'  Forward. 

2.  No  dating  forward  sholl  be  allowed.  Every  order  shall  specify  a  definite 
date  for  completion  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  manufacturer  agreeing  thereto, 
and  every  order  shall  bfe  subject  to  any  conditions  of  acceptance  additional  to 
those  herein  contained. 

3.  These  terms  shall  apply  only  to  trade,  so  far  as  goods  are  sold  in  sterling, 
but  no  more  favorable  conditions  shall  be  granted  to  purchasers  In  currency 
other  than  sterling. 

4.  Every  piece  shall  be  measured  38  inches  to  the  yard,  and  no  further  over- 
measure  or  allowance  for  shrinking  shall  be  given.  Provided  that  sales  may  be 
made  on  a  36-lnch  basis  (a)  of  classes  of  goods  cnstomarily  sold  before  August, 
1014,  on  a  36-inch  basis;  or  (b)  to  purchasers  who  customarily  Jx>ught  before 
August,  1914,  on  a  36-inch  basis ;  or  (c)  where  a  36-lnch  basis  is  agreed  upon 
between  a  manufacturer  and  his  customer,  but  in  such  case  tlie  price  shall  not 
be  more  than  5}  per  cent  below  that  which  would  be  quoted  on  a  38-lnch  basis. 
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6,  Carriage  on  goods  will  be  paid  by  the  manufacturer  to  the  primary  place 
of  destination,  or,  In  the  case  of  goods  shipped  direct  abroad,  to  the  port  of 
shipment  only.  If  goods  are  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  a  shrinker,  the  place  of 
business  of  the  shrinker  will  be  considered  the  primary  place  of  destination 
unless  the  goods  are  collected  free  of  cost  by  the  shrinker. 

6.  All  patterns  27  Inches  or  more  wide,  and  all  patterns  of  whatever  dimen- 
sions of  an  area  of  24S  square  Inches  or  more,  shall  be  paid  for  In  full. 


CONCESSION  FOB  WATEB  FOWEB  IN  PEBU. 

The  Goyemment  of  Peru  has  granted  to  the  Hydroelectric  Co., 
of  the  Canon  del  Pato,  a  concession  for  water  power  in  the  Eiver 
Santa  to  be  used  for  industrial  purposes.  The  concession  as  pub- 
lished in  El  Peruano  of  July  12  grants  water  rights  of  45,000  liters 
per  second  in  a  section  of  the  river  500  meters  above  the  confluence 
of  the  Santa  with  the  Colcas  for  a  distance  of  25  kilometers,  follow- 
ing the  course  of  the  River  Santa.  This  water  is  conceded  for  manu- 
facturing, and  may  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose.  Definite 
plans  covering  the  utilization  of  the  water  must  be  presented  be- 
fore December  1  of  next  year,  and  the  work  must  be  completed 
vrithin  three  years  from  that  date. 

To  guarantee  the  fulfillment  of  its  obligations  in  connection  with 
this  concession  the  company  must  deposit  with  the  Peruvian  Gov- 
ernment before  December  31,  1917,  the  sum  of  20,000  pounds  gold 
(pound=$4.8665)  or  its  equivalent  in  national  bonds.  At  least  50 
per  cent  of  the  company's  employees,  techincal  men  as  well  as  labor- 
ers, must  be  native  Peruvians.  The  company  shall  be  governed 
according  to  the  laws  of  Peru,  and  the  concession  can  not  be  trans- 
ferred without  Government  permission.  If  all  the  section  of  thb 
river  conceded  tp  the  company  is  not  utilized  at  the  time  specified, 
the  Government  may  concede  the  unused  part  to  another  applicant. 
The  Government  reserves  the  right  to  expropriate  the  property  of 
the  company  in  accordance  with  terms  set  forth  in  the  concession. 


AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  f^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspoTirjence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Bxpir*- 
tlonof 
venue. 

Address. 

Hale.F.D 

Huddersfleld,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Sept.    5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.   H 
Oct.   21 

M«tinoii,WUUamW 

Baker,  E.  Carltim....' 

Carrollton,  Ky. 

Apartment    No.    75,    The    Brunswick, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

yonn.-".  N.  J. 
Oalena,  III. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
27  South  Hawk  Street.  Albany,  ^.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Kenmer,  OrahamH 

Eituit,  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
Port  Antonio,  Jamaica. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Baultlne,  Eosa 

Lalng,  Jainea  Oliver 

Laoikftrd.  Walter  A 

Oabome,' John  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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SWISS  TBAOE  DT  ALCOHOL. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schulz,  Berne,  July  15.] 

Before  the  war  Switzerland  obtained  its  alcohol  from  Germany, 
Austria,  Italy,  Holland,  and  Kussia,  but  now  only  Holland -and  its 
possessions  and  Russia  appear  to  be  making  deliveries,  and  these 
very  irregularly.  At  present  large  orders  are  being  placed  in  the 
United  States  tor  it — over  $1,500,000  worth  during  the  past  90  days. 

In  normal  times  the  price  ranged  from  $2.18  to  $4.38  per  100 
poimds  for  95/96°  goods,  delivered  free  of  charge  to  Swiss  frontier, 
payable  after  arrival,  with  1  per  cent  discount.  Shipments  were 
executed  in  tank  cars  having  a  capacity  of  2,650  gallons.  The  whole- 
sale agent's  conunission  was  about  1  per  cent. 

Annual  Consnmptioii — American  AlcohoL 

The  annual  consumption  of  alcohol  in  Switzerland  is  now  1,200  to 
1,300  tank  cars,  or  3^00,000  to  3,450,000  gallons.  After  the  inter- 
diction of  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  absinthe  in  Switzerland,  the 
nation's  yearly  alcohol  purchases  declined  by  some  92,500  gallons. 
Approximately  100,000  gallons  of  alcohol  are  used  for  industrial  pur- 
poses, this  being  delivered  direct  to  factories  and  there  denatured. 

American  alcohol  first  appeared  on  the  Swiss  market  about  a  year 
ago.  The  first  contract  worked  out  at  $0.98  to  $1.02  per  gallon  c.i.  f. 
Marseille,  including  war  risk,  payment  against  confirmed  bank 
credit  at  New  York  without  discount.  Swiss  dealers  regret  that 
American  alcohol  is  delivered  in  wooden  barrels  of  about  50  gallons. 
They  state  that  barrels  containing  150  to  250  gallons  are  much  pre- 
ferred. 

The  duty  on  pure  alcohol  is  $0.0088  per  100  pounds  for  each  degree; 
on  denatured  alcohol,  $0.30  per  100  pounds. 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Countries. 

The  imports  of  pure  and  denatured  alcohol  into  Switzerland  dur- 
ing 1914  (the  latest  statistics  available)  were: 


ImporlsJ  from— 

I>ure  alcohol. 

Denatured  aloobol. 

Pounds. 

Valu.\ 

round.!. 

Value. 

Austria 

8,3ol,32» 

$275,354 

11.953.682 

1,751,572 

331,433 

436.073 

475.315 

f457  80) 

France  

71  421 

Oerraony 

1,127,223 

48,88! 

12  3^1 

Netherlands 

16.257 

Russia 

138,891 

3,961 

17,061 

Total,  1914 

9,017,«3 
12,280,186 

323,216 
403,143 

14,inS,075 
15,584,914 

574  910 

Total,  1913 

675,491 

The  exports  consisted  of  440  pounds  of  pure  alcohol  (value 
and  1,102  pounds  of  denatured  alcohol  (value  $47) ;  in  1913  they 
totaled  1,984  pounds  (value  $255)  and  2j204  pounds  (value  $®1), 
respectively.    France  was  the  sole  destination  in  both  years. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  dealers  in  alcohol  In  the  Berne  consular  district  may 
be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
Its  district  and  cooperative  offices.    Ask  for  file  No.  78993.] 
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SECIIHE  nr  DOMESTIC  HASBESS  BUSUTESS  OF  CUBA. 

[Special  Agent  n.  G.  Brock,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  26.] 

There  are  numerous  small  saddlery  shops  and  harness-making  es- 
tablishments in  Habana,  Santiago,  and  several  other  cities  of  Cuba. 
In  fact,  there  is  scarcely  a  town  on  the  island  that  does  not  have  at 
least  one  shop  for  the  manufacture  and  repair  of  harness.  The  use 
of  automobiles  is  increasing  rapidly,  now  that  the  roads  throughout 
the  country  have  been  so  generally  improved,  but  horses  and  mules 
are  still  extensively  used  for  every  day  travel. 

Cause  of  Decline. 

While  no  statistics  are  available  showing  the  extent  of  the  saddlery 
and  harness  manufacturing  industry  in  Cuba,  an  investigation  just 
completed  covering  all  parts  of  the  island  shows  a  considerable  de- 
crease in  the  use  of  harness  of  domestic  manufacture.  This  falling 
oflF  first  became  apparent  two  years  ago,  and  at  least  two  reasons  can 
be  given  for  the  increasing  use  of  imported  goods.  In  the  first 
place,  a  gradual  -change  has  taken  place  in  the  type  of  vehicles  com- 
monly used  in  Cuba.  For  the  old-fashioned  two-wheeled  cart  drawn 
by  oxen,  horses,  or  mules,  there  has  been  substituted  very  generally 
the  four-wheeled  farm  wagon  and  the  dray.  This  change  has  neces- 
sitated a  new  kind  of  harness,  which  the  domestic  manufacturers 
were  not  in  a  position  easily  to  make.  The  second;  and  most  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  decrease  of  domestic  harness  sales,  has  been  a  grow- 
ing willingness  on  the  part  of  American  manufacturers  to  change 
their  product  to  meet  the  peculiar  requirements  of  the  Cuban  market. 
Several  harness  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  have  sent  trained 
men  to  Cuba  to  secure  samples  of  the  type  of  harness  and  saddles  in 
general  use,  and  with  these  as  a  model  to  work  by  have  increased 
their  Cuban  sales  considerably. 

The  Cuban  Federal  cavalry,  the  rural  guard,  and  the  mounted 
police  all  use  saddles  very  similar  to  those  used  by  the  United  States 
Army.  Most  of  the  leather  from  which  harness  and  saddles  are  made 
in  Cuba  is  tanned  in  Cuba,  principally  at  Matanzas  or  Cardenas,  on 
the  northern  coast. 

In  the  fiscal  year  1913-14  Cuba  imported  from  all  countries  har- 
ness and  saddles  to  the  value  of  $34,016.  In  1914-15  this  amount  was 
increased  to  $52,350.  Of  this  increase  90  per  cent  was  due  to  greater 
imports  from  the  United  States.  The  official  Cuban  statistics  of  im- 
ports of  harness  and  saddlery  for  the  two  years  follow : 


Countries. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

United  States 

<31,2S2 

t48,g07 

Uttzico  

200 

630 

7 

i,m 

88 

JffPUl          

600 

574 

Nethwlands 

338 

United  Kinedom         . . - - 

326 

1,643 

Total          

34,016 

52, 3M) 
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TO  BEVIYE  SOUTH  AfRICAN  DIAMOND  IHDXrSTST. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Gnnsaulus,  Jobannesbnrg,  Jaly  6.] 

There  are  strong  indications  of  an  early,  if  not  partial,  revival 
of  the  South  African  diamond  industry,  which  has  been  closed 
down  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  as  a  result  of  drastic  action 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  diamond  market  by  restrict- 
ing the  output  of  stones.  Closing  of  the  diamond  mines  affected 
South  Africa  from  an  industrial  and  economic  point  of  view  more 
seriously  than  anything  else.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  diamond 
mining,  the  country's  industrial  operations  have  not  suffered  to  any 
appreciable  extent  as  a  direct  result  of  the  war.  The  gold-mining 
industry  of  the  Transvaal  has  made  greater  progress  than  ever  before, 
and  the  working  of  those  mines  has  been  stimulated  by  the  abundance 
of  native  labor.  Increased  activity  has  also  been  shown  in  other 
branches  of  mining,  so  that  there  has  been  an  expansion  of  pro- 
duction. 
Great  Loss  Occasioned  by  Suspension  of  Industry. 

The  loss  occasioned  by  the  suspension  of  the  diamond  industry  in 
1914  is  shown  bv  comparing  recent  figures  with  those  of  production 
in  1913,  when  the  mines  were  in  full  operation.  During  that  year 
the  yield  of  diamonds  in  South  Africa  amoimted  to  5,163,547  carats, 
representing  a  value  of  $55,428,495.  During  1915,  practically  all  of 
the  diamonds  produced  in  the  Transvaal  were  from  the  Klerksdorp- 
Bloemhof  alluvial  fields,  the  production  amounting  to  5,674  cara&, 
of  a  value  of  $623,238.  The  combined  output  of  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  Free  State  for  1913,  which  represented  a  full  year  of  diamond- 
mining  production,  was  2,698,654  carats,  valued  at  $21,433,852. 

The  directors  of  the  Premier  mine,  near  Pretoria,  recently  decidetl 
on  a  small  revival  of  operations,  and  since  January  1,  1916,  certain 
work  has  been  in  progress.  It  is  now  proposed  to  commence  mining 
and  washine  in  August,  the  operations  to  be  limited  to  about  25 
per  cent  of  tne  normal  working. 

Although  the  price  of  diamonds  has  been  maintained  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  big  producers  in  limiting  the  output,  the  market 
is  much  restricted.  America  continues  to  be  the  principal  maAet 
for  diamonds,  while  the  cutting  industry  is  still  mainly  centered  at 
Amsterdam. 

[A  report  of  the  discovery  of  new  diamond  fields  In  tlie  Transvaal  was  pub- 
lislied  in  CooMUERCB  Repobts  for  Aug.  0,  191G.] 


NEW  THEATER  IN  VANCOTTVEB. 

tVlcc  Consul  O.  r.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Aug.  3.] 

Excavation  work  is  under  way  for  a  theater  building  to  replace 
the  present  Pantages  Theater  in  this  city,  in  which  bookings  of  the 
Pantages  Circuit  are  shown.  It  will  have  a  frontage  of  103  feet,  a 
seating  capacity  of  about  1,800,  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$265,000,  and  be  modem  in  every  respect.  The  exterior  will  be  fin- 
ished with  white  glazed  terra  cotta  in  Italian  renaissance  style.  The 
ventilation  system  will  be  so  arranged  that  the  air  in  the  building 
will  be  ice  washed  during  the  summer  months,  have  an  even  distri- 
bution, and  be  changed  every  two  minutes.  Especial  attention  will 
be  also  paid  to  the  accessibility  of  the  balcony  and  gallery.  It  is 
expected  that  the  new  theater  will  be  opened  about  December  1, 1916. 
The  manager  of  the  theater  is  A.  W.  Gillis,  Pantages  Theater, 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GOMMBBCE  BEPOBTS.  -671 

TBABE  EZTEirSCOir  WOSE  IH  ATISTRAIIA  lUPOBTAiri. 

[Consol  Qeoeral  I.  I.  BrlttolD,  Sydney.  July  6.1 

Despite  the  war,  business  in  Australia  remains  prosperous,  and 
p>eople  purchase  freely  and  continue  to  dress  well.  There  is  a 
slackening  in  the  builders'  trade  on  account  of  the  uncertain  condi- 
tions and  the  excessive  freight  rates  on  materials,  together  with 
general  difficulties  in  obtaining  merchandise  as  a  result  of  scarcity 
of  cargo  space. 

The  hope  is  expressed  here  that  the  recent  purchase  of  cargo 
steamers  by  the  Australian  Government  will,  to  some  extent,  assist 
in  sending  forward  the  great  bulk  of  last  year's  wheat  crop,  which 
is  yet  in  Australia.  The  crop  prospects  for  the  coming  season  are 
very  good,  as  there  has  been  plenty  of  rain  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  output  of  mutton,  beef,  and  wool  will  be  curtailed, 
as  there  was  a  heavy  loss  of  live  stock  from  last  year's  severe  drought. 
The  increase  in  prices,  however,  will  largely  compensate  for  the  loss. 

Ho  Certainty  as  to  Conditions  After  the  War. 

No  one  can  accurately  predict  the  conditions  that  will  follow  the 
war,  but  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  seeking  to  enter 
Australia,  or  further  extend  their  trade  in  these  markets,  should  not 
anticipate  any  adverse  conditions.  It  would  be  advisable  to  continue 
persistently  and  prudently  in  their  efforts  to  increase  American  ex- 
ports. 

The  largely  increased  number  of  American  representatives  in 
Australia — ^men  of  an  energetic  and  prudent  class — ^greatly  assists  in 
increasing  our  trade.  There  is  great  need,  however,  of  the  establish- 
ment of  an  American  bank  in  Sydney,  through  which  Americans,  and 
those  doing  business  with  the  United  States,  may  transact  business. 
The  Japanese,  with  keen  foresight,  have  already  established  a  bank 
at  Sydney  to  aid  their  rapidly  expanding  Australian  commerce. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  American  vessels  arriving 
at  this  port  numbered  100  and  had  a  total  tonnage  of  122,032,  while 
during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  only  33  American  vessels  ar- 
rived, with  a  tonnage  of  $76,259.  The  scarcity  of  tonnage  has 
brought  into  service  many  old  sailing  vessels.  The  cargoes  of  sailing 
vessels  are  principally  timber  from  the  Pacific  coast,  although  a  few 
have  brought  general  cargo. 

[An  article  on  Increased  Amertcan  shipping  in  Australia  was  published  in 
CouuEKcK  Repobts  ioT  Apr.  1,  1&16.] 


Fiber  Used  in  Making  Artificial  Hair  for  Dolls. 

A  sample  of  fiber,  known  locally  in  Brazil  as  "  tucum,"  has  been 
forwarded  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gott- 
schalk.  It  has  been  exported  from  Brazil  in  fair  quantities  to  Ger- 
many for  use  in  making  artificial  hair  for  dolls.  Tne  sample  may  be 
inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  dis- 
trict or  cooperative  offices.  The  name  of  a  person  who  should  be 
addressed  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  or  New  York  by  those  interested  in  this 
fiber  may  also  be  obtained  from  these  offices.  Refer  in  each  instance 
to  file  No.  79083. 
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FOBEIOK  TBAOE  OIFOBTITHITIES. 

Reserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barema  and  Its  dlMf  let  oMcea.  Seouest 
for  each  opportunity  sboald  be  on  a  separate  sbeet- and- state  ovportanHr  nmnfber. 
The  Bareav  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assame  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inqalrers ;  the  usual  precantlons  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

■Hatchett,  No.  22180. — A  manufactarlng  company  in  tbe  United  States  has 
forwarded  to  the  Bureau  tbe  name  and  address  of  a  firm  In  France  vrbidi 
desires  quotations  on  200  dozen  hatchets  (without  handles),  weighing  from 
250  to  275  grams,  in  cases  of  25  dozen.  Quotations  are  also  desired  on 
hatchets  weighing  900  grams.  In  cases  of  10  dozen.  A  sample  of  the  hatchet 
may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  Mlscel. 
No.  142.) 

Steel  cardino  ribl)on».  No.  22181. — ^An  American  consular  offi<ter  in  Spain  writes 
that  a  firm  of  commission  merchants  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for 
Steel  carding  ribbons  for  attacliing  to  perch  madiine  cylinders  used  in 
working  up  the  nap  on  textiles.  A  sample  of  the  ribbon  may  l>e  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  79072.)  Correspond- 
ence in  English.    References. 

Dried  rotelle  calyces,  No.  22182. — ^A  firm  in  Hawaii  writes  tbe  Bureau  that  It 
desires  to  find  a  market  for  dried  calyces  of  the  roselle  plant,  a  vegetable 
coloring  used  in  the  manufacture  of  Jelly.  Price,  70  cents  a  pound  f.  o.  b. 
Honolulu.  A  sample  of  the  calyces  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.    (Refer  to  Miscel.  No.  143.) 

Motorcyole$,  No.  22188. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands 
reporte  that  a  dealer  in  that  country  wishes  to  r^reseut  American  manu- 
facturers of  motorcycles.  He  proposes  to  buy  on  his  own  account  for  cash. 
CJorrespondence  may  be  in  English.    References. 

Mica,  No.  22184. — ^A  firm  In  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  its 
desire  to  communicate  with  American  Importers  and  others  interested  in  the 
purchase  of  mica,  which  the  firm  Is  prepared  to  supply  in  considerable  quan- 
tities. A  sample  of  the  mica  has  l>een  received  and  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Borean  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  79094.)  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English. 

Metal  tubes  and  »heet».  No.  22185. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain 
writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  represent  American  manufactur- 
ers and  exporters  of  brass,  copper,  and  zinc  in  tubes  and  sheets.  Corre- 
spondence In  English.    References. 

Machinery,  yartu,  silk,  etc..  No.  22186. — A  knitting  company  in  Australia  wishes 
to  communicate  with  Amerlcon  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  art  silk  for 
making  sweaters,  mercerized  yarn  and  wool  yarn  for  machine  knitting,  ma- 
diines  for  covering  buttons,  and  knitting-machine  needles.    Reference. 

Ifeu)  bleaching  process,  No.  22187. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerlami 
writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  and  others  interested  in  acquiring  the  rights  for  a 
newly  discovered  bleaching  process  for  Tagal  hemp  and  cotton  batting.  Sam- 
ples Of  Tagal  hemp  ond  cotton,  showing  the  result  of  the  process,  nwy  be 
Inspected,  and  further  inforinatlon  obtainctl  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district 
offices.     (Refer  to  IIU  No.  78934.) 
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MAZnnTH  PBICES  FOB  WHEAT  ASJ)  BRAH  Ut  FBANCE. 

(CoukbI  Tracer  I<>y.  detailed  aa  vice  consul  at  Paris,  July  81  and  Aug.  4.] 

By  a  law  published  in  the  Journal  Officiel  of  July  30, 1916^  regula- 
tions were  established  governing  the  taxing  and  the  requisitioning  of 
cereals.  Dating  from  August  1,  1916,  and  continuing  during  hos- 
tilities and  for  one  year  foUowing  the  general  demobilization,  wheat 
harvested  in  France  can  not  be  sold  or  requisitioned  on  the  farm  of 
the  producer  at  a  price  exceeding  33  francs  per  100  kilos  ($2.89  per 
100  pounds).  This  maximiun  price  may  be  increased  to  include 
expenses  for  transportation  and  haulage  to  the  mills,  storage  and 
other  chaoiges,  and  remuneration  of  merchants  and  other  inter- 
mediaries, provided  such  expenses  do  not  exceed  1.50  francs  per  100 
kilos  (13  cents  per  100  pounds). 

The  present  act  also  amends  article  8  of  the  law  of  October  16, 
1915,  and  the  law  of  April  25, 1916  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct. 
23,  1915,  and  May  19,  1916],  by  increasing  the  extract  percentage 
serving  as  a  basis  of  calculation  for  the  fixing  of  maximum  i>rices 
from  77  kilos  to  80  kilos,  i.  e.,  from  77  per  cent  to  80  per  cent. 

Article  3  of  the  present  act  further  amends  article  1  of  the  law  of 
October  16,  1915,  which  granted  the  right  of  collective  requisition, 
by  providing  that  the  prefect  of  each  Department  of  France  may 
directly  requisition  wheat,  flour,  or  bran,  as  well  as  rye,  barley,  and 
oats,  whether  they  be  held  by  the  producer  or  deposited  in  a  store, 
warehouse,  or  station,  or  wnether  they  are  being  transferred  by 
railway  or  waterway. 
Beeent  Decree  Fixes  Price  for  Bran. 

By  virtue  of  a  law  of  April  17,  1916,  the  French  Government  was 
empowered  to  fix  by  decree  maximum  prices  for  the  sale  of  oats,  rye, 
bariey,  bran,  and  their  by-products.  A  presidential  decree  of  August 
3, 1916,  published  in  the  Journal  Officiel  of  August  4, 1916,  fixes  the 
price  of  Dran  as  follows: 

The  price. of  bran  delivered  at  the  mill  shall  not  exceed  18  francs 
per  100  kilos  ($1.57  per  100  pounds).    This  price  may  be  exclusive 

£4089*— 16  673 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


674  COMMEBOB  BEP0BT8. 

of  the  cost  of  all  expenses  of  haulage  incident  to  its  transfer  from  the 
mill  to  the  consumer  not  exceeding  1.50  francs  per  100  kUos  (13 
cents  per  100  pounds). 

The  present  decree  is  amendatory  to  the  decree  of  May  2,  1916, 
published  in  the  Journal  Officiel  oi  May  4,  1916.  [See  Cojimebce 
Eepoists  for  May  31,  1916.]  The  effect  of  the  present  decree  is  to 
raise  the  maximum  price  of  bran  from  16.50  francs  per  100  kilos 
($1.45  per  100  pounds)  to  18  francs  per  100  kilos  ($1.57  per  100 
pounds) . 

MOTOB  CAB  AGENCIES  IN  POBTUOirESE  EAST  AFBICA. 

[Consul  George  A.  Chamberlain,  Lourenco  Marques,  June  27.] 

A  few  months  ago  Lourenco  Marques  had  small  hopes  of  becom- 
ing a  motoring  center,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  town  is  an 
oasis  of  macadam  in  a  sea  of  sand.  This  sea  of  sand,  18  inches  deep, 
extends  for  miles.  But  now  a  bridge  in  the  form  of  a  road  is  being 
built  which  will  link  up  with  the  good  roads  of  the  high  veldt,  and 
once  tlie  motorist  can  buy  his  car  and  run  it  comfortably  to  any 
farm  in  Swaziland  or  the  Eastern  Transvaal,  or  even  into  Johannes- 
burg, this  port  will  suddenly  become  a  rival  to  Johannesburg  as  a 
selling  point. 

In  the  meantime  the  local  market  for  cars  is  very  small  and  is 
further  reduced  by  the  exorbitant  cost  of  such  cars  as  reach  it 
Nevertheless  it  is  of  increasing  interest  to  manufacturers  to  estab- 
lish themselves  here  at  least  to  the  extent  of  having  a  few  motors  in 
the  hands  of  the  public  as  an  occuler  exhibit 

Lourengo  Marques  is  the  acknowledged  gateway  to  the  Transvaal 
Through  this  port  flow  annually  about  $30,000,000  worth  of  goods. 
It  is  200  miles  nearer  the  eastern  Transvaal  than  is  Johann^urg 
and  only  60  miles  from  the  borders  of  Swaziland ;  it  is  a  distributing 
port  for  a  thousand  miles  of  coast. 
Sn^trestions  to  Kanufactnrers. 

The  following  suggestions  will  be  found  to  apply  to  local  con- 
ditions and  have  already  been  accepted  by  one  or  two  progressive 
manufacturers : 

1.  As  scarcely  a  single  firm  in  Portuguese  East  Africa  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  run  a  garage  or  give  large  initial  orders,  it  will  pay  any 
factory  both  as  a  means  of  advertisement  as  well  as  with  a  view  to 
securing  competition  for  an  agency  at  a  later  date,  to  sell  to  any  in- 
dividual (giving  its  general  export  discount)  for  cash  against  ship- 
ping documents. 

2.  When  agencies  are  sought  by  Lourengo  Marques  houses  or 
upon  expiration  of  present  agreements  with  Johannesburg,  the 
manufacturer  should  either  specify  the  Eastern  Transvaal  as  open 
territory  or  assign  it  to  Lourenjo  Marques. 

3.  The  manufacturer  should  invariably  limit  the  margin  of  ulti- 
mate profit  to  the  agent  wherever  situated.  For  instance,  if  the 
net  profit  allowed  to  agents  in  the  United  States  is  20  per  cfflit  it 
should  be  stipulated  that  the  South  African  sellers  are  to  content 
themselves,  say,  with  30  per  cent  profit. 

The  town  of  Lourengo  Marques,  up  to  the  present,  is  the  only  field 
for  motoring  in  the  entire  Province  of  Mozambique,  and  its  capacity 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCB   BEPORTS.  675 

is  limited  to  40  miles  of  macadam  streets.  The  white  population 
does  not  exceed  5,000,  but  in  spite  of  its  limited  size  it  supports 
a  taxi  company  running  a  dozen  cars,  and  private  buyers  import 
about  10  cars  annually. 

These  considerations  show  how  useless  it  is  to  send  to  a  pur- 
chaser here  the  usual  agency  contract  obliging  the  buyer  to  take 
so  many  cars  as  a  starter  and  to  put  in  a  garage  before  he  can  get  an 
export  discount.  At  present  it  is  cheaper  by  $200  to  buy  a  car  from 
any  merchant  in  the  United  States  at  full  retail  price  and  import  it 
than  to  buy  the  same  car  from  the  accredited  agents  of  the  manu- 
facturer in  South  Africa. 

Karket  Sure  to  Develop. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  Lourenpo  Marques  is  bound  sooner 
or  later  to  come  into  its  own  as  a  motoring  center  and  point  of  de- 
parture, it  would  not  pay  to  try  to  interest  manufacturers  in  being 
lenient  as  well  as  attentive  to  this  market,  but  the  future  is  assured, 
and  when  it  comes  it  will  develop  rapidly  for  the  firms  that  have 
established  a  local  reputation  for  their  cars. 

In  the  meantime  it  will  pay  manufacturers  of  caterpillar  types  of 
motors  and  tractors  capable  of  negotiating  deep  and  pulverized 
sand  to  file  with  this  office  their  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  a  statement 
of  general  export  discount,  confidential  or  open.  Had  such  a  com- 
pany circularized  this  district  two  years  ago  it  would  by  now  have  es- 
tablished the  local  government  as  a  good  customer.  In  this  regard 
it  is  necessary  to  warn  suppliers  tliat  fine  sand  is  altogether  a  dif- 
ferent proposition  from  soft  mud  and  is  a  problem  unsolved,  as  far 
as  this  part  of  the  world  is  aware.  It  is  not  a  question  of  horse- 
power but  one  of  gravitation  and  grit-proof  bearings. 


BANANA  SHIPMEHTS  FBOM  FUEBTO  COBTES  BESTJMES. 

[Consal  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Puerto  Cortes,  Honduras,  Aug.  7.] 

The  month  of  August  marked  the  resumption  of  shipments  of 
bananas  from  Puerto  .Cortes,  which  is  to  say  from  the  line  of  the 
Honduras  National  Kailroad,  a  productive  banana  territory  that 
has  suffered  for  some  eight  months  the  total  lack  of  a  market  for 
its  product.  Shipments,  however,  are  being  made  only  on  a  small 
scale,  the  Cuyamel  Fruit  Co.  being  the  company  taking  fruit  and 
accepting  only  sufficient  fruit  to  complete  the  cargoes  of  ships  that 
have  failed  to  secure  full  loads  at  the  port  of  Omoa.  However,  this 
company  states  that  it  hopes  to  take  full  shiploads  as  soon  as  it  can 
charter  additional  shipping. 

The  Government  of  Honduras,  in  order  to  encourage  these  ship- 
ments, has  conceded  a  reduced  freight  rate  by  railroad  and  free 
wharfage. 

BEEHUDA'S  UOTGR-BUS  LAW  FAUS  TO  PASS. 

[Consul  Carl  R.  Loop,  UamlUon,  Aug.  5.] 

At  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  which  was  to  provide  for  a  re- 
stricted motor-bus  service  in  Bermuda  fsee  Commerce  Reports  for 
July  11, 1916],  the  Legislature  defeated  the  bill  by  a  vote  of  15  to  14. 
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CEOP  CONDITIONS  IN  GEBHANY. 

[Consul  Benrr  C.  A.  Damm,  Alx-la-Cbapelle,  Jaly  2ft.] 

The  weather  has  been  unusually  wet  and  cool  all  summer,  but  it  is 
probable  that  this  will  not  seriously  aflfect  the  grain  crops.  It  will 
delay  the  harvest  from  10  to  14  days.  This  section  of  Crermany  is 
noted  for  its  abundant  rainfall.  Records  which  have  been  kept  for 
63  years  give  an  average  of  66  millimeters  (2.6  inches)  for  June. 
This  year  the  rainfall  was  99  millimeters  (3.9  inches)  during  June. 
The  highest  amount  ever  recorded  for  the  same  month  was  163  milli- 
meters (6.3  inches)  in  1880.  These  figures  were  recently  published 
by  the  Aachen  Meteorological  Observatory.  At  no  time  during  Jane 
or  July  up  to  the  present  time  has  the  weather  been  really  warm,  and 
bright,  sunny  days  have  been  the  exception. 

It  is  believed  that  the  grain  crops  in  the  neighborhood  of  Aix-k: 
Chapelle  are  in  fine  condition.  The  grain  has  a  good  stand,  the 
straw  is  abundantly  long  and  firmj  and  the  ears  are  large,  heavy,  and 
well  Allied.  This  is  true  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  but  especially  so  of 
the  summer  grains.  Winter  barley  is  ripe  and  is  being  cut;  the 
harvest  of  the  winter  rye  will  soon  begin.  Summer  wheat,  barleyi 
and  oats  look  most  promising.  Comparison  with  the  appearance  of 
the  g^ain  fields  at  the  corresponding  period  last  year  gives  the  im- 
pression,  that  this  year's  crop  wiU  far  exceed  that  of  last  year,  to 
which  a  Very  dry  spring  did!^  irreparable  injury.  In  order  that  the 
expectations  may  be  fufly  realized,  warm,  sunny  weather  would  be 
welcomed. 

The  first  cut  of  hay  yielded  a  good  quantity,  but  the  quality  must 
necessarily  have  suflPered  from  the  rains.  The  early  potatoes  came 
into  the  market  later  than  usual,  but  are  of  fine  qualii^  and  seemii^ly 
abundant.  The  outlook  for  the  fall  potatoes  is  promising.  Veg- 
etables of  all  kinds  are  plentiful. 

The  crop  of  early  fruit  is  short  this  j^ear.  Small  fruit,  currants, 
gooseberries,  and  raspberries  are  producing  the  normal  amoimt. 

SAMPLES  OF  COTTON  (^OODS  FBOU  CHINA. 

Samples  of  the  principal  varieties  of  cotton  piece  goods  imported 
into  China  have  been  received  from  the  consul  at  Changsha,  Nels(Hi 
T.  Johnson  [and  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons  and  firms  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices.    Kefer  to  file  No.  77630]. 

Changsha  is  an  interior  port  of  south-central  China,  equidistant 
from  Canton  and  Shanghai,  and  its  trade  in  cotton  goods  is  fairly 
representative  of  the  Yangtze  Valley.  The  Changsha  trade  in  velvets 
is  equal  to  that  of  some  of  the  larger  ports,  and  that  in  cotton  Italians 
also  is  exceptionally  large.  Among  the  samples  forwarded  by  Consul 
Johnson,  besides  the  ordinary  sheetings  and  shirtings,  are  drills  and 
jeans,  T  cloths,  Italians,  Venetians,  and  lastings,  Turkey-red  cam- 
brics, flannels,  velvets,  union  and  poncho  cloth,  broadcloth,  long  ells, 
Spanish  stripes,  and  Amoy  cloth. 

Instead  of  being  tied  up  into  unwieldy  bundles,  the  samples  are 
neatly  bound  into  book  form.  Each  is  preceded  by  a  descriptive  page 
similar  to  a  label  in  a  commercial  museum,  giving  the  English  and 
Chinese  names  of  the  cloth,  the  country  from  which  imported,  the 
weight,  dimensions  and  price,  statistics  of  imports,  and  naiive  use 
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AHEBICAN  HAHUPACTUBE  OF  BLEACBINO  HATEBIAIS. 

The  total  value  of  bleaching  materials  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  in  1914  was  54.4  per  cent  greater  than  the  amount  for  1909. 
The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  -which  has  prepared  a  pre- 
liminary report  on  its  review  of  the  industry  for  1914,  shows  an  in- 
creased average  output  for  each  establishment,  the  number  of  which 
was  48  in  1909  and  51  in  1914. 

The  products  of  this  industry  embrace  chloride  of  lime  or  bleach- 
ing powder,  chloride  of  soda,  and  other  hypochlorites,  hydrogen  per- 
oxide (or  dioxide)  ;  sodium  and  other  peroxides  (or  dioxides) ;  bisul- 
phites of  soda,  lime,  etc. ;  chlorine,  sulphus  dioxide,  lime-sulphur  solu- 
tions, etc.  This  rep^ort  is  confined  to  these  products  as  articles  of  com- 
merce and  does  not  embrace  those  made  and  consumed  in  the  same 
plant.  Many  of  the  products  are  now  manufactured  by  the  aid  of 
electricity. 

The  total  value  of  products  made  for  sale  in  1914  was  $4,964,403, 
an  amount  which  exceeded  the  corresponding  figure  for  1909  by 
$1,748,675.  Hypochlorites  constitute  the  most  important  class,  the 
production  in  1914  aggregating  222,152,000  pounds,  valued  at  $2,578,- 
269,  and  exceeding  that  of  1909  by  90.2  ^er  cent  in  quantity  and  44.8 
per  cent  in  value.  This  class  consists  principally  of  chloride  of  lime 
(bleaching  powder),  but  also  includes  relatively  small  quantities  of 
chloride  of  soda  and  other  hypochlorites.  A  large  amount  of  these 
products  is  made  electrically. 

ITie  production  of  hydrogen  peroxide,  or  hydrogen  dioxide  (HjO,), 
in  1914  was  32,594,807  pounds,  valued  at  $1,303,596,  and  in  1909  it 
•was  9,925,568  pounds,  valued  at  $870,541.  Because  of  lack  of  uni- 
formity in  the  strength  of  solutions,  the  quantities  are  not  camparable, 
but  in  value  the  1914  product  exceeded  that  of  1909  by  49.7  per  cent. 

Bisulphites^  of  soda,  lime,  etc.,  showed  a  total  production  in  1914 
of  26,346,000  pounds,  valued  at  $243,559,  representing  a  decrease  of 
16.9  per  cent  in  quantity,  together  with  an  increase  of  7.7  per  cent  in 
value,  as  compared  with  the  output  in  1909. 

The  production  of  chlorine  lor  sale  in  1914  was  reported  as  12,- 
217,000  pounds,  valued  at  $472,836.  No  figures  for  1909  are  available. 
The  output  of  other  bleaching  materials,  including  sodium  peroxide, 
sulphur  dioxide,  lime-sulphur  solutions,  etc.,  in  1914  was  valued  nt 
$366,143. 

ITEW  HOSPITALS  IN  ABOENTINA. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  RoEiarlo,  July  11.] 

The  Argentine  Government  has  recently  accepted  tenders  for  the 
construction  of  two  new  hospitals,  one  at  Posadas,  Territory  of 
Sriisiones,  and  the  other  at  La  Bioja.  The  hospital  at  Posadas,  to 
be  known  as  the  Hospital  Comun  Eegional  de  Misiones,  is  to  be  con- 
structed by  Manuel  Gaggero,  whose  bid  calls  for  an  expenditure  of 
$136,529,  a  reduction  of  7.25  per  cent  from  the  official  estimate. 
Juan  B.  Beltrane  was  the  successful  bidder  for  the  construction  of 
the  hospital  at  La  Bioja,  which  is  to  be  called  the  Hospital  Comun 
Regional  Andino.  The  accepted  bid,  which  includes  10  per  cent  for 
unn>reseen  expenses,  and  represents  a  reduction  of  2  per  cent  from 
official  estimates,  involves  an  expenditure  of  $208,390. 
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IKPOBTED  BTJTTES  FOFULAK  IN  SPAIH. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  May  29.] 

Although  the  consumption  per  capita  of  butter  in  Spain  is  much 
smaller  than  in  the  United  States,  a  considerable  (quantity  is  im- 
ported. According  to  the  Spanish  customs  tariff  an  import  duty  of 
58.35  pesetas  per  100  kilos  is  charged,  by  paragraph  No.  611,  on 
"butter,  margarine,  coconut  butter,  or  vegetable  butter,"  but  the 
duty  is  reduced  to  40  pesetas  per  100  kilos  ($7.72  per  220  pounds) 
"on  butter  the  product  and  origin  of  the  countries  designated  in 
Groups  I  and  II  (so  long  as  the  treaty  with  the  Netherlanos  remains 
in  force."  The  United  States  is  one  of  the  countries  designated. 
The  imports  into  Spain  under  this  paragraph  for  the  past  three 
years,  measured  in  kilos  of  2.2  pounds,  and  with  values  stated  in 
pesetas,  equivalent  to  $0,193  United  States  currency,  were:  During 
1913,  479,019  kilos,  1,298,141  pesetas;  in  1914,  507,325  kilos,  1,374,851 
pesetas;  in  1915,  471,921  kilos,  1,278,906  pesetas, 
f revions  Sources  of  Supply  for  Imported  Butter.  . 

The  butter  imported  in  bulk  has  hitherto  come  largely  from 
France  and  in  lesser  quantity  from  Italy ;  imported  in  tins,  the  chief 
countries  of  origin  are  Denmark  and  Holland.  The  tins  usually 
sold  weigh  i  kilo  and  ^  kilo,  retailing  at  2  and  3  pesetas,  respectively. 
The  tinned  butter  is  extensively  advertised  in  the  larger  Spanish 
cities.  If  American  producers  are  prepared  to  put  first-class  table 
butter  on  the  Spanish  market  at  prices  a  trifle  lower  than  those 
quoted  for  other  imported  varieties,  there  is  strong  probability  that 
a  profitable  business  can  be  created.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
there  is  no  tinned  American  butter  on  the  local  market  at  present. 
The  manufacture  of  butter  in  Spain  is  comparatively  undeveloped, 
but  is  now  increasing  with  the  demand  for  fresh  butter  such  as  was 
formerly  imported. 
Should  Offer  Host  Favorable  Terms  of  Sale. 

It  would  be  well  for  American  exporters,  after  having  satisfied 
themselves  of  the  reliability  of  prospective  importers  here,  to  offer 
their  most  favorable  terms  of  sale,  in  order  to  retain  imder  normal 
conditions  such  trade  as  may  develop.  Spanish  importers  are  accus- 
tomed to  credits  of  from  60  to  90  days  or  cash  30  days  after  receipt 
of  merchandise.  Since  these  are  the  terms  most  frequently  offered 
by  European  manufacturers,  the  Spanish  importers  are  not  inclined 
to  accept  less  favorable  terms,  although  in  the  present  circum- 
stances they  may  be  prepared  to  make  concessions  in  regard  to 
payments. 

[A  list  of  wholesale  dealers  In  butter  and  cheese  at  Barcelona  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck>mmerce,  its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  78309.  An  article  on  the  butter  trade  of  Andalusia 
was  published  in  Commebce  Retobts  for  July  8, 1916.] 


Com  Crop  in  South  Africa. 

Vice  Consul  John  W.  Dye,  of  Cape  Town,  reports  under  date  of 
July  10,  that  the  com  (maize)  crop  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
will  be  about  7,044,000  bushel^  short  of  last  year's  crop,  and  that 
there  will  be  little  available  for  export.  The  exports  of  com  in  1916 
were  about  4,268,000  bushels. 
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COSTA  SICA  IMPOSTIira  AHESICAH  BEES. 

[Consul  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Limon,  Jnne  16.] 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  European  war  practically  all  tlie  beer 
in  the  Port  Limon  district  has  been  imported  from  the  United  States, 
as  no  German  beer  is  now  available,  and  the  only  English  beer  ever 
imported  was  a  heavy  ale,  of  both  dark  and  light  quality.  The 
American  beer  now  sold  here  is  principally  of  a  light,  mild  variety. 

The  prices  vary  according  to  grade.  The  highest  grades  are  sohl 
for  ^.20  per  dozen,  $0.24  per  bottle,  or  $20  per  harrel.  The  plieaner 
grades  are  sold  for  $0.20  per  bottle,  $2  per  dozen,  or  $10  per  barrel. 

All  such  goods  are  introduced  into  this  market  by  local  agents  or 
representatives.  Established  merchants  of  good  standing  are  accus- 
tomed to  act  as  agents  for  the  different  makes.  Some  importers, 
especially  the  German  houses,  have  always  been  accustomed  to  having 
their  names  placed  upon  tlie  labels  of  bottles. 

The  general  method  of  packing  adopted  by  all  exporters  of  beer  to 
this  district  is  10  dozen  bottles,  wrapped  individually  in  corrugated 
paper,  to  the  barrel.  The  import  tariff  on  beer  is  0.15  colones  per  kilo 
(about  $0.0325  United  States  gold  per  pound). 

One  agent  at  Port  Limon  could  effectively  cover  all  the  territory  in 
this  district,  as  it  is  customary  here  for  the  large  importing  houses  of 
Port  Limon  to  supply  all  commissaries  and  provision  stores  along  the 
railway  line,  or  in  neighboring  towns. 

(A  list  of  suggested  agents  for  Anicricau  beer  In  the  Port  Liiuon  district  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district 
or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  flic  No.  77807.] 


BISMISraHAU  TINIVEBSITT  TO  HAVE  CHAIB  OF  BTJSSIAN. 

[Consnl  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  Blrmlnebam,  England,  Aug.  3.1 

The  Birmingham  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  raised  $45,000  as  a 
part  fund  for  endowing  a  Chair  in  the  University  of  Birmingham 
for  the  teaching  of  the  Kussian  language.  It  is  proposed  by  the 
committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  to  appeal  to  the  other  com- 
mercial organizations  in  the  midland  counties  for  further  contribu- 
tions, and  little  doubt  is  expressed  that  a  sufficient  sum  will  be 
secured  to  make  the  project  a  certainty. 

It  has  already  been  arranged  with  the  university  that  the  name 
of  the  Chair  shall  be  "The  Birmingham  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Chair  of  Russian."  Further  provisions  are  that  in  the  arrangements 
for  the  establishment  of  the  Kussian  department  provision  shall  be 
made  for  the  practical  instruction  of  the  students  in  the  language, 
history,  nature,  and  customs  of  the  Kussian  people,  with  special 
reference  to  the  commercial  point  of  view;  that  suitable  arrange- 
ments shall  be  made  for  teaching  the  Russian  language  at  evening 
classes  in  the  city  of  Birmingham  by  the  professor  or  lecturer,  pref- 
erably at  one  of  the  existing  educational  institutions  of  the  city  other 
than  the  university. 

The  Chainber  of  Commerce  has  had  this  matter  under  advise- 
ment for  some  time,  and  it  is  now  believed  that  during  1917  the 
Chair  will  be  fully  established  and  classes  formed. 

[Chairs  of  Russian  are  to  be  established  also  at  Leeds  and  Manchester, 
England.    See  CoMMEncE  REPonTS  for  .■Vug.  10,  1916.) 
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BECOBD  BBOEEN  IN  TBADE  WITH  HOTTIVOEAM. 

[Consal  C.  M.  Hltcb,  Nottingham,  England,  July  24.] 

The  second  quarter  of  1916  has  more  than  maintained  the  large 
increase  of  76^  per  cent  in  the  declared  exports  from  tlie  Notting- 
ham district  to  the  United  States  that  was  shown  in  the  first  quarter 
of  1916,  as  compared  with  last  year.  The  second  qxiarter's  increase 
over  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  amounted  to  85  per  cent. 

The  total  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  during 
the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1916,  amounted  to  $3,156,702,  as  against 
$1,704,678  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1915,  an  increase  of 
$1,452,024.  The  export  returns  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916 
amount  to  $6,407,060,  as  compared  with  $3,547,994  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1915,  an  increase  of  $2,859,066,  or  80|  per  cent. 

The  first  six  months  of  1914,  just  before  the  beginning  of  the  Euro- 
pean war,  showed  the  largest  volume  of  exports  to  the  United  States 
from  this  district  that  had  ever  been  recorded  up  to  that  time,  but 
the  returns  for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  show  an  increase  of 
$1,269,678,  or  24^  per  cent,  over  the  1914  period.  The  items  making 
the  largest  increases  during  the  quarter  ended  June  30, 1916,  in  com- 
parison with  1915,  were: 
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Increased  American  Demand  for  Laces,  Nets,  and  Yarns. 

The  largest  increases  were  in  cotton  laces,  cotton  nets,  silk  nets, 
sheep  skins  and  cotton  yarns.  The  demand  from  the  Umted  States 
for  laces,  nets,  and  yarns  in  this  market  has  been  on  the  increase  for 
several  months,  and  the  figures  for  the  first  half  of  1916  are  phenome- 
nal, considering  the  shortage  of  labor  and  transportation  facilities. 

The  item  of  $19,768  for  second-hand  machinery,  represents  a  sale 
of  several  second-hand  Levers  lace  machines,  which  were  purchased 
in  this  market  by  a  firm  in  Rhode  Island,  to  be  used  in  a  new  lace 
factory  recently  established. 

A  year  ago  the  exportation  of  upholstery  fabrics  was  unknown  to 
this  district,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  1915  a  large  curtain  manufac- 
turer conceived  the  idea  of  making  this  class  of  fabrics  on  a  curtain 
machine  having  a  jacquard  arrangement.  The  experiment  proved 
so  successful  that  a  regular  industry  is  being  developed  and  during 
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the  first  six  months  of  this  year  $14,638  worth  of  these  fabrics  were 
exported  to  the  United  States. 

The  great  increase  in  the  exportation  of  salted  sheepskins  is  due 
to  the  large  demand  among  manufacturers  in  the  United  States,  as 
these  skins  are  used  largely  for  hatbands,  bookbinding,  etc.  There 
has  been  considerable  decrease  in  the  manufacture  of  hats  in  Euro- 
pean countries  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  this  has  given  im- 
petus to  hat  manufacturing  in  the  United  States. 

Exporters  of  Kolesklns  Hake  Direct  Contracts. 

The  item  of  $11,743  for  moleskins  is  deceptive  in  appearing  to 
represent  a  new  industry  that  only  recently  has  been  developed 
between  this  district  and  the  United  States.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
considerable  quantities  have  been  shipped  heretofore,  but  were  in- 
voiced through  London.  Exporters  in  this  district  have  recently 
made  direct  contracts  with  importers  in  the  United  States,  and  mole- 
skins, which  are  largely  used  in  the  making  up  of  costumes  and 
women's  dresses,  are  now  being  exported  direct  from  this  district. 

The  declared  export  returns  of  the  Leicester  consular  agency  for 
the  quarter  ended  Jime  30,  1916,  amounted  to  $94,463,  as  compared 
with  $61,626  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1915,  an  increase  of 
53  per  cent.  The  principal  increases  were:  Burnt  clay,  increased 
from  $502  to  $1,355 ;  elastic  webs,  from  $5,138  to  $10,221 ;  hair  nets, 
from  $200  to  $10,707;  leather,  from  $3,792  to  $12,168;  vegetable  seeds, 
from  $,7180  to  $10,082,  and  show  cards,  from  $3,997  to  $9,049. 

The  increases  in  the  exportation  of  burnt  clay,  hair  nets,  and 
show  cards  are  attributable  to  the  fact  that  exporters  of  these  com- 
modities have  recently  established  agencies  in  the  United  States,  and 
have  largely  increased  their  sales  through  these  agencies.  The  in- 
crease in  leather  exports  is  due  to  the  lack  of  demand  in  this  country 
for  the  particular  class  that  is  being  exported,  and  local  dealers  have 
been  forced  to  find  other  markets  ror  their  surplus  stocks. 


FSICE  OF  COAL  INC££AS£D  IN  SOITTH  WALES. 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorbead,  Swansea,  July  27.] 

Under  the  price  of  coal  limitation  act  the  price  of  coal  for 
consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  limited  to  a  maximum  of 
4s.  (97  cents)  above  pit-head  prices  in  the  pre-war  year  ending 
Jime,  1914.  This  maximum  was  fixed  on  the  average  increase  in 
cost  in  June,  1915.  Since  then  the  cost  of  production,  due  to  increase 
in  wages,  has  risen  considerably.  On  June  1, 1916,  a  general  advance 
in  wages  of  15  per  cent  was  granted  to  the  miners,  which  is  said 
to  have  added  over  2s.  (48  cents)  per  ton  to  the  labor  costs. 

The  Board  of  Trade  has  now  sanctioned  the  raising  of  the  statutory 
maximum'  from  4s.  to  6s.  6d.  ($1.58)  above  pre-war  prices.  The 
result  of  this  increase  has  been  to  raise  the  price  of  coal  to  consumers 
to  an  almost  prohibitive  figure.  Ordinary  soft  household  coal  is  now 
quoted  in  Swansea  by  retail  dealers,  delivered  to  residences,  at  S2 
($9.73)  per  ton.  There  is  no  doubt  that  by  October  and  November, 
when  the  demand  for  coal  for  household  consumption  becomes 
heavy,  the  price  will  again  increase.  The  present  retail  price  of  coal 
is  double  that  of  the  pre-war  period. 
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CLOTHINO-TBADE  OFPOBTUKITIKS  IN  SOUTH  AFEICA. 

[Consol  Edwin  N.  Gunsaulns,  Jobannesborg,  July  0.] 

A  recent  issue  of  the  South  African  Export  Gazette  contained  an 
article  on  the  clothing  trade  in  South  Africa,  with  special  reference 
to  the  importance  of  the  native  demand.  It  states  that,  notwith- 
standing tne  war,  the  tailoring  and  other  branches  of  the  outfitting 
trade  have,  on  the  whole,  maintained  a  very  satisfactory  level  of 
business;  that  conditions  have  distinctly  improved  of  late,  aad  dur- 
ing the  first  four  months  of  this  year  the  imports  of  apparel  and 
slops  from  the  United  Kingdom,  as  compared  with  those  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  1915,  rose  from  $3,611,668  to  $5,680,141 — an 
advance  of  more  than  50  per  cent.    The  review  continues : 

Wlintever  disturbing  factors  liave  made  themselves  felt,  the  trade  on  account 
of  the  white  poptilation  Is  at  least  as  good  ns  in  normal  times ;  while  the  chief 
business  in  respect  of  the  Kaffir  marliet  is  exceptionally  good.  Tliis  latter 
brnncli  iins  seen  some  very  important  developments  in  recent  years.  A  con- 
siderable section  of  it  has  tended  to  approximate  yearly  more  nearly  to  white 
standards  of  quality,  while  tlie  demand  for  the  poorer  qualities  has  also  greatly 
extended,  as  the  -masses  of  the  natives  have  come  more  and  more  under  com- 
mercial Influences.  The  KafUr  clothing  mainly  ia  demand  consists  of  darli 
tweeds  and  low-grade  meltons,  in  greys,  browns,  stripes,  checks,  and  fancy 
whijxwrds.  Manufacturers  and  sliippers  are  wisely  making  every  effort  to 
maintain  supplies,  for  the  Kaffir  trade  is  of  growing  size  and  importance,  and 
will  continue  long  after  military  needs  cease.  Tliey  realize  that  to  let  it  slip 
now  may  be  to  sacrifice  it  permanently  to  foreign  competitors. 

The  imports  of  American  clothing  into  South  Africa  are  very 
small,  chiefly  because  little  attention  has  been  paid  by  American 
manufacturers  to  this  important  line  of  trade.  This  market  is  well 
■worth  the  careful  consideration  of  our  clothing  manufacturers,  who 
excel  in  style  and  workmanship,  but  who,  v>r  some  unexplained 
reason,  have  never  made  serious  efforts  to  obtain  a  foothold  in  South 
Africa. 


AMEBICAN  CONSUIAB  OFEICEBS  OIT  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respectiro 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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BTEBS'  WAGES  ADVANCED  BY  ABBITBATIOH. 

[Consul  Aagasttu  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Aug.  3.] 

As  a  result  of  arbitration  by  the  Board  of  Trade  between  the  mas- 
ter dyers  in  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  and  the  employees  in  the 
trade,  an  advance  in  wages  affecting  50,000  workers  was  recently 
made. 

In  Yorkshire  youths  imder  18  years  of  age  and  women  will  re: 
ceive  an  advance  of  2s.  8d.  (65  cents)  per  week,  making  an  increase 
of  4s.  8d.  ($1.14)  since  the  commencement  of  the  war;  and  the  men 
will  receive  an  advance  of  4s.  (97  cents)  per  week,  making  an  advance 
of  7s.  ($1.70)  over  the  same  period. 

The  women  employees  in  Lancashire  receive  an  advance  of  2s.  7id. 
(64  cents),  or  a  total  of  4s.  7id.  ($1.12)  since  the  war  began,  and 
the  men  have  an  increase  of  3s.  lid.  (95  cents),  or  a  total  war  in- 
crease of  6s.  ll^d.  ($1.69),  while  the  pieceworkers  receive  an  advance 
of  10  per  cent  on  their  earnings  or,  including  the  flat  rate -advance  of 
2s.  (49  cents)  and  3s.  (73  cents)  given  them  previously,  an  increase 
amounting  to  between  4s.  (97  cents)  and  5s.  ($1.22)  per  week. 

To  Be  Beoognized  as  Dependent  on  War  Conditions. 

The  respective  advances  take  effect  as  from  and  after  June  2, 1916, 
and  are  to  be  regarded  as  war  wages  and  recc^nized  as  due  to  and 
dependent  on  the  existence  of  the  abnormal  conditions  prevailing  in 
consequence  of  the  war.  The  normal  week  in  Lancashire  is  55^ 
hours,  while  in  Yorkshire  it  is  54  hours. 

In  the  application  by  the  employees  for  an  advance  in  wages,  it  was 
stated  that  the  prices  of  foodstuffs  alone  were  more  than  60  per  cent 
above  those  immediately  preceding  the  war,  while  the  prices  of  f  ud 
and  wearing  apparel  show  equally  marked  advances. 


STOSE  DEVOTED  TO  SALE  OF  AHEBICAIT  OOODS. 

[Consul  George  S.  Messersmlth,  Curacao,  July  27.] 

For  many  years  there  has  been  a  good  demand  in  Curagao  for 
American  goods  of  all  kinds,  but  the  almost  exclusive  use  of  Amer- 
ican products  at  this  time  is  perhaps  most  strikingly  shown  by  the 
openmg  recently  in  Willemstad  of  a  store  in  which  only  American 
goods  are  sold.  The  shop  is  what  would  be  termed  in  the  United 
States  a  grocery  or  a  delicatessen  store.  There  is  a  large  variety  of 
canned  meats,  vegetables,  fish,  cheese,  cakes,  crackers,  vegetables, 
coffee,  spices,  preserves,  sauces,  candies,  and  kindred  lines. 

The  shop  already  enjoys  good  patronage,  and  the  owner  is  sending 
new  orders  to  the  United  States  by  almost  every  mail. 

(The  name  of  the  owner  and  manager  of  the  store  mentioned  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79331.] 


New  Brunswick  Copper  Mines  To  Be  Beopened. 

Consul  E.  Yeme  Richardson,  of  Moncton,  Canada,  reports  that 
copper  mines  near  Dorchester,  New  Brunswick,  which  have  been  idle 
for  16  years,  are  about  to  be  reopened,  much  of  the  new  machinery 
ibat  wUl  be  installed  being  already  on  the  ground.  Three  pits  will 
be  worked. 
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FSOGBESS  KADE  DT  SOUTH  IHSIA'S  COHMEBCtL 

[Consul  Lucien  Memmlnger,  Madras,  June  19.] 
Ctovemment  to  Take  Chargre  of  Olass  Factory. 

Madras  newspapers  state  that  a  local  glass  factory  which  went 
into  liquidation  some  time  ago  has  been  acquired  by  the  Madras 
Government  and  is  to  be  opened  soon  on  a  commercial  basis.  Experi- 
ments carried  out  by  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  of  In- 
dustries in  manufacturing  soda-water  bottles  capable  of  withstand- 
ing a  pressure  of  over  200  pounds  have  proved  successful,  it  is  stated. 
The  bottles  made  formerly  in  the  local  factory  burst  imder  the 
pressure  to  which  they  were  subjected. 

There  is  a  very  large  sale  of  aerated  waters  and  flavored,  bever- 
ages, such  as  lemonade,  limeade,  roseade  (made  from  rose  extract), 
ginger  beer,  etc.,  in  South  India,  and  for  the  bazaar  trade,  as  well 
ns  for  home  consumption,  these  beverages  are  nearly  all  put  up  in 
half  pint  or  pint  bottles  with  glass  baU  stoppers  or  screw  stoppers 
fitting  into  rubber  washers.  The  bottles  are  imported  from  England. 
The  present  supply  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  on  account 
of  limited  shipments,  and  prices  are  rising. 
Carbonated  Waten  Popular  Among;  People. 

The  use  of  carbonated  waters  and  soft  drinks  is  general  not 
only  among  the  well-to-do  native  population  and  the  European 
community,  but  also  among  the  masses  of  the  people,  and  probably 
no  article  for  food  consumption  introduced  into  the  country  by 
Europeans  has  gained  favor  among  a  greater  number  of  persons 
than  flavored  drinks  or  soda  water.  They  are  regularly  sold  in  all 
bazaars  and  their  consumption  even  by  the  poor  people  seems  to  be 
considerable.  In  the  bazaar  trade  the  drinks  are  not  served  with 
ice  nor  are  they  ice  cooled.  The  average  price  per  half  pint  of 
lemonade  or  soda  in  the  bazaars  is  6  pies  ($0.01),  the  bottle  being 
returned  to  the  vendor.  Several  local  firms  manufacturing  these 
drinks  mark  each  bottle  with  a  statement  that  the  contents  have  not 
been  touched  by  hand,  this  being  considered  necessary  to  meet  the 
Hindu  requirements. 

[Names  and  nddresses  of  manufacturers  and  dealers  In  aerated  waters  In 
South  India  who  possibly  might  be  Interested  In  receiving  catalogrnes  of 
American  manufacturers  of  fruit  extracts,  etc.,  and  the  name  and  address  of 
a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  of  Industries  who  Is  directly  in 
charge  of  organizing  tlie  new  factory  mentioned  In  this  report,  may  be  obtainc<l 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Itefer  to  flie  No.  78693.] 

Kay  EsUbllsh  Paper  Hill  Near  Calicut. 

A  firm  of  general  merchants  in  India,  which  has  offices  in  New 
York,  is  considering  a  proposal  to  establish  a  paper  mill  at  Feroke, 
near  Calicut,  on  the  west  coast  of  Madras  Presidency.  American 
manufacturers  of  paper-making  machinery  may  be  interested  in  this 
project.  It  is  also  stated  that  new  machinery  is  to  be  installed  in  the 
mill  of  the  Luxmi  Paper  Mills  Co.,  Punalur,  Travancore,  India.  It 
is  believed  that  in  the  case  of  the  latter  mill  local  vegetable  mate- 
rials will  be  used  for  pulp,  possibly  bamboo  wood,  the  uses  of  which 
are  being  investigated  by  the  Government. 

[The  name  and  address  of  the  firm  that  may  establish  a  paper  mill  at  Feroke 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  ofllces.    Befer  to  file  No.  78693a.] 
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Compulsory  EdncatlOB  Creates  Demand  for  SnppUes. 

Compulsory  education  has  been  introduced  in  all  the  districts  of 
the  Native  State  of  Mysore.  Under  a  law  recently  promulgated,  the 
parents  or  guardians  of  all  boys  completing  the  age  of  7  on  or  before 
July  1,  1916,  are  required  to  send  them  to  some  school  recognized  by 
the  department  of  education  until  they  reach  the  age  of  11.  In  case 
of  default  all  parents  and  guardians,  it  is  stated,  make  themselves 
liable  to  a  penalty  prescribed  in  the  Mysore  elementary-education 
act  of  1913.  Twenty -eight  towns  and  settlements  throughout  Mysore 
are  prescribed  by  the  education  department  as  centers  where  students 
are  to  be  collected. 

The  Dewan  of  Mysore,  in  a  recent  public  address,  stated  that  the 
percentage  of  literate  population  in  the^  State  was  only  about  8 ;  that 
of  5,708,359  people,  456,428  had  received  school  education.  It  is 
believed  that  the  new  law  will  result  in  opening  up  new  schools  or 
in  the  enlargement  of  the  present  institutions,  which  will  no  doubt 
cause  an  increased  demand  for  school  supplies  of  various  sorts,  such 
as  slate  pencils  and  slates,  school  desks,  books,  etc.,  although  it  is 
not  yet  Known  whether  or  not  all  books  used  are  to  be  printed  in 
English.  American  manufacturers  of  school  supplies  interested 
should  write  to  the  inspector  general  of  education  in  Mysore,  Banga- 
lore, Mysore,  India. 
Oeld  Productioii  and  number  Employed  in  Industry. 

Mysore  had  produced  11,255,377  ounces  of  gold,  worth  $206,665,- 
034,  to  the  end  of  December,  1914,  and  of  this  amount  $81,052,376  has 
been  distributed  in  dividends  find  the  Mysore  government  has  taken 
$10,645,162  in  royalties.  Of  27,754  mining  employees  in  Mysore, 
26,290  are  engaged  in  gold  production.  Li  this  number  are  531 
Europeans,  327  Anglo-Indians,  and  25,432  Indians,  a  total  of  15,507 
being  employed  on  underground  and  lO,783  on  surface  work. 

Deputation  to  Knssla  from  Madras. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  by  the  Government  of  the  Madras 
Presidency  to  send  an  official  deputation  to  Russia,  with  the  object 
of  increasing  the  trade  of  South  India  with  that  country.  Cham- 
bers of  commerce  and  business  men  there  will  receive  information 
concerning  the  kinds  of  products  that  South  India  has  to  offer  for 
Russian  markets.    Closer  ousiness  relations  are  to  be  encouraged. 

Russia  now  buys  oilseeds  and  spices  of  South  India  to  a  limited 
extent,  but  it  is  believed  that  sales  could  be  largely  increased,  and 
that  tea,  rubber,  etc.,  produced  in  this  region  might  find  an  im- 
portant market. 

The  Director  of  Agriculture  of  Madras  has  been  selected  as  the 
official  member  of  the  deputation  and  will  be  accompanied  by  a 
representative  of  a  local  bank  and  by  a  representative  of  the  South 
Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce,  an  organization  composed  of  native 
merchants. 

QoTemment  Studies  Hydroelectric  Troject. 

The  Government  of  Madras  is  examining  the  financial  aspects 
of  the  Siruvani  (Coimbatore  district)  hydroelectric  project  which, 
if  it  proves  successful,  will  give  power  sufficient  to  work  any 
small  railway  workshops  which  may  be  established  by  the  South 
Indian  Railway  at  Podanur,  and  also  about  3,000  horsepower  for 
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the  use  of  Coimbatore  mills,  in  addition  to  providing  an  adequate 
water  supply  for  Coimbatore  and  Podanur.     American  manufac- 
turers interested  should  write  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  Public  Works 
Department,  Government  of  Madras,  Madras,  British  India. 
American  Steamship  Visits  Tnticorin. 

Shipping  statistics  recently  completed  by  the  collector  of  customs 
at  Madras  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  reveal  the  fact 
that  an  American  steamship  of  1,714  tons,  the  Hanmetal,  entered 
Tuticorin,  a  port  in  the  Madras  Presidency,  on  November  15,  1915, 
in  bivllast  from  Bombay  via  Colombo,  and  cleared  to  Singapore  on 
November  18  with  34,600  bags  of  jjowdery  salt,  valued  at  $5,515. 
This  is  the  first  merchant  vessel  flying  an  American  flag  that  has 
been  in  these  waters  for  many  years. 


VEHEZVELA'S  UABKET  FOR  PIOUS. 

[ConitDl  O.  K.  Donald,  Maraealbo,  July  31.1 

Practically  all  the  flour  used  in  this  district  is  imported  from  the 
United  States.  There  are  three  very  popular  brands,  one  favored 
by  the  retail  trade  of  Maracaibo,  anotlier  by  the  bakeries,  and  a  third 
by  those  handling  the  interior  trade.  At  least  one,  and  possibly  all, 
of  these  companies  send  salesmen  every  year  to  visit  the  larger  buyere. 

In  1914  the  imports  were  2,361,304  kilos  (5,205,739  poun&),  valued 
at  $143,048  gold,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  2,360,302  kilos. 
valued  at  $142,970.  In  1915  the  imports  amounted  to  2,108,858  kilos, 
valued  at  $168,070,  all  from  the  United  States.  Flour  for  this  mar- 
ket is  always  in  the  standard  bag,  never  in  barrels. 

Local  firms  usually  order  through  commission  merchants  in  New 
York,  the  customary  terms  being  90  to  120  days'  time  draft,  with 
interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum. 

Correspondence  with  importers  here  should  be  in  Spanish,  if 
possible,  and  prices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  From  that 
port  a  steamer  under  the  American  flag  (Ked  "  D  "  Line)  leaves  for 
Venezuela  every  Wednesday.  Credit  information  may  be  obtained 
from  El  Banco  de  Venezuela,  El  Banco  de  Maracaibo,  and  El  Banco 
Comercial,  all  of  this  city. 

[A  list  of  flour  importers  at  Maracaibo  may  l)e  obtained  fi-oin  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  eooiierative  offices.  Uefer  to 
file  No.  79336.  An  article  on  American  flour  in  Venezuela  was  published  in 
CouMEBCE  Repobts  for  SInr.  20,  1916.] 

CAST-IBON  FIPINO  FOS  ABOENTINA. 

The  Argentine  public  health  works  (ObrasSanitarias  de  la  Nacion) 
have  issued  a  call  for  bids  on  an  order  of  cast-iron  piping,  the  bids  to 
be  opened  on  October  13.  The  River  Plate  Eeview,  in  noting  this 
call,  adds  that  the  last  Argentine  order  for  this  class  of  piping  was 
secured  by  a  British  firm.  This  new  contract,  on  the  basis  of  recent 
prices,  would  involve  about  $3,000,000.  The  call  is  for  31,613  metaric 
tons  of  straight  pipes,  conforming  to  specifications  of  the  Obras 
Sanitarias  light  type;  551  tons  specials  for  same;  27,117  tons  of 
straight  pipes,  conforming  to  said  specifications,  heavy  type;  and 
690  specials  for  same.  Inquiries  regarding  this  call  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  "  Obras  Sanitarias  de  la  Nacion,"  Buenos  Aires. 
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CTJBAH  HABKET  FOB  KUBBEB  HEELS. 

[Special  Agent  H.  O.  Brock,  Habana,  July  25.] 

The  use  of  rubber  heels  on  shoes  is  very  general  in  Cuba,  especially 
in  the  larger  cities.  Only  heels  of  Ainerican  manufacture  are  to  be 
found,  at  least  five  well-known  brands  from  the  United  States  being 
on  sale  in  different  parts  of  the  Island.  Distribution  is  effected  in 
some  cases  through  regular  shoe-jobbing  houses  in  Habana  or  the 
various  other  port  cities;  in  other  cases  the  heels  are  purchased 
through  a  large  shoe-findings  wholesaler  in  Habana,  who  has  a  sell- 
ing organization  in  each  of  the  six  provinces. 

very  little  advertising  of  rubber  heels  is  seen  outside  of  the  capi- 
tal city,  and  it  is  believed  that  an  aggressive  advertising  campaign 
throughout  the  island  on  the  part  of  American  manufacturers  of 
this  product  would  result  in  largely  increased  sales.  In  some  Cuban 
cities  and  towns,  although  a  rfioe  retailer  would  have  a  good  line  of 
American-made  rubber  heels  in  stock,  no  attempt  would  be  made  to 
advertise  this  fact  to  the  public.  Undoubtedly  window  display 
cards  of  metal  or  cardboard,  or  wall  posters  were  forwarded  by  the 
manufacturer  with  the  shipment  of  heels,  but  in  many  cases  these 
have  never  been  used,  or  if  used,  were  soon  discarded.  It  should 
be  emphasized  in  tJiis  connection  that  advertising  matter  in  English 
is  useless  in  most  parts  of  Cuba.  It  is  true  that  English  is  under- 
stood by  many  Cubans  in  Habana,  but  Spanish  is  the  language  of 
the  island,  and  to  get  real  results  from  an  advertisement  of  any 
form,  it  should  be  printed  in  idiomatic  Spanish. 

There  is  a  good  sale  for  rubber  heels  attached  to  new  shoes,  many 
retailers  carrying  several  lines  of  men's  and  women's  shoes  imported 
in  this  way.  The  usual  price  charged  by  a  Cuban  retailer  for  at- 
taching rubber  heels  to  a  pair  of  ^oes  is  70  cents,  instead  of  the 
standard  price  of  50  cents  common  in  the  United  States.  This 
amount  seems  to  be  a  fair  price  to  the  native  consumer,  and  retailers 
are  of  the  opinion  that  veir  few  sales  are  lost  because  of  the  price 
charged.  The  problem  in  Cuba,  as  in  the  United  States,  is  not  one 
of  price,  but  of  convincing  the  individual  that  he  wants  rubber  heels 
on  his  shoes. 

DEVEIOFHEFT  OF  CHUEAIT  FOBT. 

[American  Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Uarens,  Santiago,  Chile,  July  17.1 

The  Diario  Ilustrado  of  Santiago  for  Julv  17,  1916,  states  that 
"  the  ship  Don  Alberto,  with  1,860  tons  of  coal  for  the  railways,  was 
unloaded  in  the  port  of  San  Antonio  in  two  days.  Coal  boats  are 
now  arriving  regularly  and  the  Arauco  has  also  just  arrived  with  a 
load  of  metal  for  the  Naltagua  Co.  The  breakwater  now  protects 
the  anchoring  place  and  there  is  no  danger  at  any  time." 

San  Antonio  port  is  the  closest  one  to  the  city  of  Santiago,  and 
it  is  expected  that  in  the  course  of  time  it  will  become  qmte  im- 
portant commercially,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  business 
men  of  "Valparaiso.  It  would  be  well  for  American  shipping  firms 
to  keep  San  Antonio  in  mind,  as,  for  small  boats  at  least,  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  they  will  be  required  to  call  there  with  coal, 
cement,  and  other  heavy  articles. 
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FOBEIGir  XBASE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

Seserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  district  oMeea.  ttcqo^ 
for  each  opportunity  shonid  Ik;  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opvortaBltr  anaaker. 
The  Bnrean  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standlns 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Ifagician's  suppUc*,  No.  22188. — A  mnn  in  Central  America  asks  an  American 
consular  officer  to  furnlsli  him  with  the  name  of  American  manufacturers 
of  luairicians'  supplies,  and  opparatus.  Business  will  be  done  on  a  casli 
basis,  it  is  stateti. 

Itachincry,  No.  22189. — A  goTernment  official  In  the  Far  East  asks  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  to  place  him  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
of  machinery  or  appliances  for  tlie  manufacture  of  soft,  school  slate  pencils. 

Ruhhcr  good*  and  candles,  No.  22190. — X  firm  in  tlie  Netherlands  Oeeiies  to 
get  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  rubber  nipples 
and  tubes  for  nursing  bottles,  and  Christmas  candles. 

Conttmction  materials.  No.  22191. — ^A  firm  In  Spain  informs  the  Bureau  that 
it  desires  to  be  piace^l  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
portPi's  of  construction  materials  of  all  kinds. 

Electrical  HHpplics,  No.  22192. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Australia  re- 
ports that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  electrical  appliances  and  machinery,  sucli  as  electric  Irons, 
electric  fans,  vacuum  cleaners,  etc. 

Sugar  mill  supplies,  cliemicals,  etc..  No.  22193. — The  Biweau  Is  informed  that 
a  commission  agent  in  the  West  Indies  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  sugar  mill  supplies,  such  as  rails,  construction 
steel,  locomotives,  cane  cars,  track  automobiles,  cane  crushers ;  chemicals, 
such  as  muriatic  acid  (in  carboys),  superphosphate  of  lime,  sulphate  of 
ammonia,  nitrate  of  sodium,  citric  acid,  caustic  soda;  fertilizer  products, 
such  as  dry  blood,. pulverized  bone,  guano;  iron  oxide  paints,  and  barbed 
wire.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

General  representation.  Mo.  22194, — ^A  young  man  in  Colombia  writes  the  Bureau 
that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.*  No 
particular  line  is  specified. 

Automobile  tires  and  accessories,  No.  22195. — ^A  Norwegian  import  firm  has  in- 
formed an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  com- 
munication with  American  mannfacturers  of  automobile  tires  an^  acces- 
sories.   Correspondence  in  English. 

Bottles,  flavoring  extracts,  etc.,  No.  2219C. — A  wholesale  dealer  in  ESaat  Africa 
advises  an  American  consular  officer  of  Ills  desire  to  secure  catalogues  and 
price  lists,  etc.,  from  American  luauufncturers  and  exporters  of  flavoring 
extracts,  and  extracts  for  making  sirui)s ;  also  of  glass  bottles,  particularly 
druggists'  bottles,  and  various  supplies  for  druggists. 

Qolf  accessories.  No.  22197. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  writes 
that  the  president  of  a  local  golf  club  desires  quotations  on  dozen  lots  of 
golf  balls,  and  on  other  golf  accessories. 

Uachinery,  tobacco,  etc..  No.  22198. — A  connnerclai  organization  in  the  United 
Slates  Informs  tlie  Bureau  that  a  mercliant  In  llussia  is  desirous  of 
receiving  catalogues  from  American  niamifaeturers  and  exportere  of  ma- 
clilnerj-,  tobacco,  matches,  rosin,  and  technical  supplies. 
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ASVAHCE  IN  BBITISH  HAZIMTJH  IBON  FBICES. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general)  London,  Aug.  10.] 

Minister  of  Munitions  announces  an  advance  in  maximum  prices 
for  iron  and  steel  to  take  effect  as  from  July  1  until  December  31. 

Basic  Lincolnshire  pig  iron  from  £4  7s.  6d.  to  £4  12s.  6d. ;  South 
Staffordshire,  Shropshire,  and  Worcestershire  pig  iron,  general  ad- 
vance 5s.;  special  quality,  Lord  Dudley  silicon,  from  £7  17s.  6d.  to 
£8  7s.  6d.  

NICABAOXTAH  SAHWAT  AGREEMENT. 

Formal  approval  of  the  agreement  between  the  Nicaraguan  Gov- 
ernment  and  the  Pacific  Raflroad  Co.  of  Nicaragua  has  been  given 
by  both  houses  of  the  Nicaraguan  Congress  and  is  promulgated  by 
the  Pifesident  in  La  Gaceta  of  June  28.  Under  the  tenns  of  this 
agreement  the  railroad  company,  which  is  financed  in  New  York 
City,  will  construct  and  operate  a  railway  from  the  Atlantic  coast 
to  the  present  Pacific  railway  system  of  Nicaragua  or  to  the  steam- 
ship lines  owned  by  the  same  company.  The  total  length  of  the 
new  railway  will  be  about  200  miles,  and  it  will  supply  much  needed 
transportation  facilities  from  the  Atlantic  coast. 

BVSSIAN  SEALERS  SEEK  CHANGE  IN  SHOE  PRICES. 

[Commrrclal  .\ttacb£  W.  C.  Huntington,  PplrograU.] 

The  Russkoye  Slovo  of  July  15  states  that  while  dealers  in  foot- 
wear are  making  every  effort  to  comply  with  the  ma.\iinuin  price 
regulations  recently  promulgated  by  the  authorities  it  seems  apparent 
that  S(Mne  action  must  be  taken  to  meet  the  troubles  arising  therefrom. 
Dealers  in  Moscow  and  other  cities,  it  is  repoi-ted,  have  stored  their 
stoclm  of  high-grade  and  low-grade  footwear,  offering  for  sale  only 
that  of  mediocre  quality,  this  being  the  only  grade  that  may  be  sold 
at  the  price  prescribed  with  some  little  profit.  The  trade,  however, 
seems  to  insist  on  the  better  quality,  offering  to  pay  more  than  the 
regulation  price.  A  deputation  or  dealers,  it  is  stated,  is  now  in 
Petrograd  making  efforts  to  bring  about  suitable  changes. 
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NEW  SWISS  DTSUEANCE  XAW. 

[Consul  Walter  □.  Schulx,  Berne,  July  10;  8e«  also  Commbbcb  Bbpobts  for  Jane.  24, 

1010.1 

Foreign  life  insurance  companies  doing  business  in  Switzerland — 
and  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  life  insurance  taken  out  in  the  Repub- 
lic is  written  by  foreign  companies — will  soon  be  required  to  deposit 
additional  securities  if  they  desire  to  remain  in  the  field.  The  new 
guaranties  will  be  in  addition  to  the  $19,300  cash  deposit  already 
required  of  foreign  insurance  companies.  Two  American  corpora- 
tions will  be  affected. 

A  draft  of  the  proposed  law  already  has  been  completed  by  a 
committee  of  insurance  experts  charged  by  the  Government  to  report 
on  the  subject.  The  measure  will  be  laid  before  the  Swiss  Parlia- 
ment in  the  autumn.  It  will  be  enacted  into  law,  it  is  said.  By  the 
})rovisions  of  the  bill  foreign  companies  writing  business  in  Switzer- 
and  will  be  required  to  deposit  with  the  National  Bank  of  Switzer- 
land acceptable  securities  to  the  full  amount  of  their  reserves  for 
Swiss  busmess.  Three-fourths  of  the  deposit  must  be  in  Swiss  securi- 
ties. Home  companies  will  be  required  to  cover  half  of  their  pre- 
mium collections  m  the  same  manner. 

Of  the  $11,322,500  paid  by  the  Swiss  in  life  insurance  premiums 
during  1913,  $5j940,4(K)  went  to  Swiss  companies.  The  two  Ameri- 
can companies  m  the  field  wrote  $8,298,970  of  life  insurance  busi- 
ness and  collected  $390,521;  the  total  premium  collections  for  all 
foreign  companies  in  that  year  was  $5,382,100.  , 


NOTES  FBOH  NICABAGTTA. 
Koad  and  Factory  Constntction. 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  an  automobile  road  which  will  con- 
nect Bluefields  with  the  rest  of  the  Republic  of  Nicaragua  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $120,000  gold,  according  to  Centro-America.  A 
new  line  of  tramways  is  proposed  for  the  capital. 

An  ice  factory  has  been  established  at  Leon,  another  is  being  con- 
.structed  at  Matagalpa,  and  a  soap  factory  is  being  installed  in  Boaco. 
The  sugar  plantation  San  Antonio  is  largely  increasing  its  acreage 
of  sugar  cane  and  purposes  to  install  new  machinery  to  the  value  of 
$150,000  to  $200,000. 
Kew  Schools — Proposed  Inheritance  Law. 

Four  new  elementary  schools  have  been  established  in  the  capital, 
a  school  of  arts  and  trades  in  Granada,  and  a  private  school  for  young 
women  in  Matagalpa. 

The  President  has  presented  to  the  Nicaraguan  Congress  a  pro- 
posed law  for  inheritance  taxes.  The  bill  provides  for  a  tax  of  1 
per  cent  on  inheritances  of  direct  descendants,  2  per  cent  on  those  of 
other  relatives,  and  3  per  cent  on  legacies  to  unrelated  persons. 


COOFERAXIVE  OFFICE  IN  DETBOIT  DISCONTINUED. 

Word  has  been  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  Detroit  Board  of 
Commerce  that  the  cooperative  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  recently  established  in  that  city  is  to  be  discon- 
tinued. This  action  was  decided  upon  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
foreign  trade  committee  of  the  board  and  is  effective  August  21. 
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ATTSTBIAN  UASKET  FOE  GSASS  SEED  AFTEB  THE  WAS. 

[Consul  Wallace  J.  Youog,  Carlsbad,  Bohemia,  Jaly  18.] 

The  central  authorities  at  Carlsbad  issue  a  publication  for  the  in- 
formation and  guidance  of  subordinate  officials  and  of  local  and 
school  authorities  of  the  political  division  represented.  The  last 
number  contains  a  statement  that  since  the  planting  of  grass  seed  is 
unfortunately  indulged  in  only  to  a  very  slight  degree  within  the 
Monarchy,  this  country  has  been  compelled  in  normal  times  to  im- 
port a  gi'eat  deal  of  this  seed  from  foreign  countries,  most  of  which 
are  now  enemy  lands;  that  since  this  import  is  now  naturally  im- 
possible, a  large  loss  of  grass  seed  for  the  planting  of  lawns  and 
pastures  is  feared,  if  the  seed  from  the  wild  grass  is  not  gathered 
and  preserved;  and  that  because  of  this  shortage^  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  in  Vienna  has  sent  to  the  various  agricultural  corpora- 
ticms  in  the  several  parts  of  Austria,  a  publication,  "  The  Gathering 
and  Planting  of  Grass  Seed,"  and  a  "  Memorandum  Regarding  the 
Gathering  of  Grass  Seed."  The  purpose  is  to  aid  in  preserving  and 
saving  the  seed  for  the  coming  year.  It  has  been  recommended  that 
the  sdiool  directors  be  notified  of  this  suggestion,  since  the  services 
of  the  school  boys  will  probably  be  solicited  by  the  various  agri- 
cultural corporations  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  scheme. 
ABnnal  Imports  of  Orass  Seed  From  Various  Countries. 

In  the  years  1910-1913,  inclusive,  annual  imports  of  grass  seed 
into  the  Monarchy  amounted  to  4,577,000  pounds,  valued  at  $442,064, 
or,  roughly,  9§  cents  a  pound.  The  average  annual  imports  for  those 
years  from  the  five  countries  sending  here  the  bulk  of  the  imported 
seed  were:  Germany,  2,135,816  pounds;  Great  Britain,  1,434,754 

gounds;  Italy,  402,119  pounds;  Russia,  220,019  pounds;  United 
tates,  181,660  pounds.  Small  quantities  of  grass  seed  are  also  usu- 
ally imported  from  Denmark,  France,  Holland,  Roumania,  Switzer- 
land, and  British  India. 

Countries  now  in  the  war  previously  supplied  ninety-odd  per  cent 
of  the  imported  seed.  When  it  is  again  possible  freely  to  export  to 
the  Monarchy  there  would  seem  to  be  a  chance  for  the  United  States 
permanently  to  enter  this  market  on  a  larger  scale. 

Before  the  war  lawn-grass  seed  retailed  at  $0.24  to  $0.28  per  kilo 
(11  to  13  cents  per  pound)  and  forage-grass  seed  at  $0.28  per  kilo 
(13  cents  per  pound).  There  is  a  duty  en  grass  seed  of  30  crowns 
($6.09)  per  220  pounds,  according  to  the  general  tariff.  Under  the 
conventional  tariff,  which  applies  to  imports  from  the  United  States, 
however,  grass  seed  is  admitted  free  of  duty. 


AMEBICAN  MACHINEBT  FOB  AFBICAN  TOBACCO  FACTOBT. 

[Consul  General  A.  GauUn,  Marseille,  Aug.  2.] 

As  a  result  of  the  publication  in  Commerce  Reports  of  a  "  Trade 
Opportunity"  submitted  by  the  Marseille  consulate  general,  a  new 
tobacco  factory  in  North  Africa,  whose  annual  output  will  he  about 
1,500  tons,  is  to  be  entirely  equipped  with  American  machinery.  An 
expert  is  to  come  over  shortly  to  superintend  its  installation.  It  is 
believed  that,  as  a  consequence  of  this  sale,  there  will  soon  be  an  im- 
portant demand  for  American  machinery  in  the  North  African 
tobacco  factories. 
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LYON'S  SECODD  SAMPLE  FAIB. 

[Consul  J.  £.  Jones,  Lyou,  France,  Xug.  2.] 

Beginning  March  1,  1917,  and  continuing  for  15  days,  the  second 
Annual  Lyon  Sample  Fair  will  occupy  the  attention  oi  the  commer- 
cial world  at  Lyon,  France.  The  first  fair  was  opened  on  March  1, 
1916,  and  although  there  was  scarce  time  to  work  out  the  details  of 
such  a  great  undertaking,  it  proved,  nevertheless,  to  be  an  immediate 
success  and  gave  promise  of  accomplishing  its  original  piu-pose  of 
establishing  a  sample  fair  in  France  similar  to  the  great  Leipzig 
Fair  annually  held  in  Germany. 

This  Sample  Fair  is  of  great  importance  to  American  manufac- 
turers— ^greater,  perhaps,  than  any  other  fair  of  similar  kind — be- 
cause it  not  only  offers  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  advertise 
American  goods  in  Europe  generally  and  in  France  in  particular,  but 
also  offers  a  peculiar  opportunity  to  do  business  with  France  at  once. 
The  French  Government  on  May  11, 1916,  issued  a  decree  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  certain  goods,  and  this  prohibition  is  so  extensive 
that  it  threatens  to  materially  affect  the  importations  from  the  United 
States.  However,  the  map^or  of  Lyon,  who  is  also  a  senator,  has 
advised  me  of  his  success  m  obtaining  a  modification  of  this  decree 
in  so  far  as  it  applies  to  orders  taken  at  the  fair.  This  is  an  important 
concession. 
Early  Beservatlons  Advisable. 

Too  much  stress  can  not  be  laid  upon  the  advisability  of  those 
American  firms  that  contemplate  exhibiting  arranging  the  details  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  It  is  not  too  early  to  reserve  space,  nor 
is  it  too  early  to  make  reservations  for  hotel  accommodations.  A 
special  department  has  been  organized  in  the  Lyon  consulate  to  deal 
with  all  matters  relating  to  the  coming  fair,  and  inquiries  from 
those  interested  are  invited. 

Those  who  find  it  impossible  to  exhibit  should  send  catalogues 
printed,  if  possible,  in  French  and  employing  the  metric  system  of 
weights  and  measures.  This  consulate  is  considering  the  rental  of  a 
building  at  the  fair,  where  these  catalogue  wiU  be  exhibited  and 
everything  done  to  put  prospective  buyers  in  touch  with  American 
fifms.  According  to  statistics  furnished  by  the  mayor  of  Lyon,  the 
net  sales  during  the  fair  of  1916  aggregated  at  least  $30,000,000.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  next  fair  will  multiply  these  figures  several  times. 
At  this  next  fair  the  manufacturers  of  the  world  will  be  represented, 
for  already  inquiries  are  coming  in  from  every  direction. 

It  is  especially  recommended  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
coming  fair  that  they  refer  to  the  report  of  the  first  fair  printed  in 
Commerce  Reports  of  May  5,  1916. 

Chilean  Commercial  Agent  to  TJnited  States. 

The  Government  of  Chile  has  commissioned  Leon  Bonder  to  visit 
the  United  States  to  study  the  subject  of  the  raw  materials  used  in 
various  American  industries,  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  market 
for  those  materials  which  Chile  can  supply.  In  connection  with  the 
work  that  he  will  do  for  the  Government,  Mr.  Bonder  has  been  c<»n- 
missioned  by  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  (Sociedad 
de  Fomento  Fabril)  to  collect  data  for  a  report  on  the  processes  em- 
ployed in  the  leather  belting  industry  in  the  United  States. 
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BUILBING  BESTKICTIONS  Uf  EHOLAND. 

[Consul  Aogustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Jul;  27] 

The  new  defense  of  the  realm  regulation,  by  which,  on  and  after 
July  20,  building  and  construction  work  is,  with  certain  exceptions, 
prohibited,  is  considered  by  those  engaged  in  the  building  trades  as 
designed  for  the  regulation  of  the  steel  so  largely  used  in  building 
construction  to  enable  the  best  use  to  be  made  of  the  materials  avail- 
able. 

The  Yorkshire  Observer  states  that  .inquiries  among  representa- 
tives of  the  building  and  allied  trades  in  Bradford  show  that  the 
staple  trade  of  the  city  may  be  affected  by  the  new  order,  unless  con- 
cessions by  the  Ministry  of  Mimitions  are  made.  The  building  trades 
for  12  months,  except  for  munition  purposes,  have  practically  been 
stagnant,  but  there  are  in  Bradford  several  warehouses  and  works 
in  course  of  construction  which  may  have  to  stand  unfinished  unless 
permission  for  progress  with  the  work  can  be  obtained. 

As  to  the  future  of  the  building  trades,  the  same  publication  sajs 
that  the  Yorkshire  Federation  of  Building  Trades  has  advised  its 
members,  where  possible  and  desirable,  to  endeavor  to  contract  for 
work  on  the  basis  of  fixed  profit  on  actual  cost  of  time  and  material, 
adding  the  cost  of  insurance  and  establishment  charges  on  which  to 
take  the  percentage  of  profit,  and  this  plan  is  being  followed  by 
numerous  builders  in  the  city. 
Advaaee  in  Cost  Sue  to  War  to  be  Adjusted. 

Builders  are  also  inserting  a  clause  in  their  contracts,  stating  that 
they  are  based  upon  the  prices  of  materials  and  the  rates  of  wages 
prevailing  at  the  time  of  tendering,  and  providing  that  any  proved 
advance  in  cost,  unavoidably  and  exclusively  due  to  war  conditions, 
shall  be  adjusted  on  the  completion  of  the  work,  besides  allowing  an 
extension  of  time  where  delay  in  the  delivery  of  material  or  goods 
is  due  to  war  conditions. 

The  builder  does  not  anticipate  a  speedy  return  to  normal  condi- 
tions, locally,  after  the  war  is  over.  The  restoration  and  rebuilding 
of  the  war-devasted  countries,  which  will  benefit  those  who  take  a 
hand  in  it,  will  swallow  up  no  mean  proportion  of  the  available  sup- 
plies of  materials,  and  this  fact,  in  conjunction  with  the  restricted 
^pping  facilities  there  will  be  for  some  time  after  the  conclusion 
of  hostilities,  will  tend  to  keep  up  the  prices  of  builders'  materials. 


FULP  AND  FAPEB  HILL  IN  MANITOBA. 

[Consul  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  Winnipeg,  July  14.] 

A  pulp  and  paper  mill,  having  a  daily  capacity  of  100  tons  of  pa|)er, 
and  employing  about  500  workmen,  is  to  be  built  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Manitoba,  about  250  miles  northwest  of  Winnipeg.  The  controlling 
interest  is  held  by  Winnipeg  business  men,  who  are  holders  of  exten- 
sive timber  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  Bapids,  and  anticipate 
the  construction  of  a  large  sawmill  in  connection  with  the  pulp  and 
paper  industry.  The  head  office  of  the  company  will  be  located 
m  Winnipeg,  and  the  product  of  the  mills  shipped  by  water  to  this 
city.  The  work  of  construction  will  be  begun  in  the  early  spring, 
but  the  completion  of  the  plant  will  probably  extend  over  a  period  of 
nearly  two  years. 
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HANVFACTUSE  OF  ACIDS  IIT  THE  IJiriTED  STATES. 

A  summary  of  the  1914  census  of  manufactures  with  respect  to  the 
acid  industries  in  this  country  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census.  The  figures  are  compared  with  those  of  1909, 
and  include  for  each  of  the  yarious  acids  the  total  production,  quan- 
tities, and  values  of  those  produced  for  sale,  and  quantities  consumed 
in  the  establishments  in  which  they  were  produced.  There  are  also 
figures  relating  to  the  materials  used  in  the  industry. 

The  value  of  acids  produced  for  sale  in  1914,  not  including  re- 
covered or  reclaimed  acids,  was  $30,001,364,  an  amount  which  ex- 
ceeded the  corresponding  figure  for  1909  by  $5,675,762,  or  23.3  per 
cent. 

The  total  production  of  sulphuric  acid  in  1914,  reduced  to  50°  acid, 
Baum6,  was  4,047,675  tons  (2,000  pounds)  and  exceeded  that  in  1909 
by  1,285,135 .  tons,  or  46.5  per  cent.  This  production  comprised 
2,337,977  tons  made  for  sale,  valued  at  $15,895,183,  and  1,709,698 
tons  made  and  consumed  in  the  establishments  where  produced. 

The  total  production  of  nitric  acid  in  1914  was  78,589  tons,  ex- 
ceeding that  m  1909  by  9,872  tons,  or  14.4  per  cent.  The  1914  output 
comprised  14,685  tons,  valued  at  $1,591,625,  made  for  sale,  and 
63,904  tons  for  consumption  by  the  maker. 

The  total  production  in  1914  of  mixed  acid,  a  mixture  of  sulphuric 
acid  and  nitric  acid,  now  used  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  manu- 
facture of  explosives  and  other  chemicals,  was  112,124  tons,  compris- 
ing 42,725  tons,  valued  at  $2,204,480,  for  sale  and  69,399  tons  for 
consumption.  The  output  for  sale  in  1914  exceeded  that  in  1909  by 
14,134  tons,  or  49.4  per  cent,  in  quantity  and  by  $343,693,  or  18.5 
per  cent,  in  value. 

The  total  production  of  acetic  acid  in  1914  was  75,303,375  pounds, 
comprising  70,617,637  pounds,  valued  at  $1,272,294,  for  sale  and 
4,685,738  pounds  for  consumption.  The  product  for  sale  exceeded 
tliat  of  190!)  by  13,693,804  pounds,  or  24.1  per  cent,  in  quantity,  but  its 
value  was  4.8  per  cent  less  than  the  corresponding  figure  for  1909. 

The  total  production  of  boric  aci(J  in  1914  was  8,590,811  pounds,  of 
which  practically  all — 8,584,311  pounds,  valued  at  $588,981 — was  for 
sale.  The  product  for  sale  exceeded  that  of  1909  by  3,029,397  pounds, 
Or  54.5  per  cent,  in  quantity  and  by  $293,205,  or  99.1  per  cent,  in 
value. 

The  quantity  of  citric  acid  produced  for  sale  in  1914  was  2,657,840 
pounds,  valued  at  $1,510,336,  which  exceeded  that  in  1909  by  555,584 
pounds,  or  20.4  per  cent,  in  quantity,  and  by  $739,101,  or  95.1  per 
cent,  in  value.  In  addition,  in  1914  72,103  pounds  were  reported  as 
made  and  consumed. 

The  production  of  hydrofluoric  acid  in  1914  was  7,209,248  pounds, 
comprising  5,373,657  pounds  valued  at  $325,540  for  sale  and  1,835,591 
pounds  for  consumption  by  the  maker.  The  product  for  sale  was  21.5 
per  cent  less  in  quantity  but  10.6  per  cent  greater  in  value  than  that 
reported  for  1909. 

The  production  of  muriatic  or  hydrochloric  acid  in  1914  was 
337,167,882  pounds,  of  which  170,876,878  pounds,  valued  at  $1,348,805, 
was  for  sale  and  166j291,004  pounds  was  consumed  by  the  maker. 
The  product  for  sale  in  1914  was  15.9  per  cent  less  in  quantity  and 
23.3  per  cent  less  in  value  than  that  reported  for  1909. 
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The  output  of  other  acids  was :  Oleic  acid,  23,187,579  pounds,  com- 
prising 21,932,736  pounds,  valued  at  $1,301,353,  for  sale  and  1,254,843 
pounds  for  consumption ;  jihosphoric  acid,  12,420,191  pounds,  valued 
at  $680,239;  stearic  acid,  14,351,404  pounds,  valued  at  $1,242,492; 
tannic  acid,  853,830  jjounds,  valued  at  $287,142.  Under  the  namo 
of  "  fatty  acids  "  there  were  reported  products  valued  at  $206,576. 

The  foregoing  are  acids  for  which  specific  statistics  can  be  given 
without  disclosing  the  operations  of  individual  establishments.  The 
output  of  tartaric,  carbolic,  picric,  salicylic,  lactic,  oxalic,  hydro- 
fluosilicic,  pyrogallic,  gallic,  sulphurous,  pyroligneous,  hypopho.s- 
phorous,  benzoic,  and  arsenic  acids  in  1914  aggregated  in  value 
$1,980,816,  the  acids  being  named  in  the  order  of  their  values.  In 
addition,  there  was  reported  a  production  amounting  to  $59,552  of 
tmclassified  acids  or  those  not  designated  as  to  kind. 
ICaterials  Used  In  Producing  Acids. 

Of  the  materials  used  in  acid  manufacture,  only  the  statistics  for 
the  leading  ones — ^namely,  sulphur,  pyrites,  and  nitrate  of  soda — can 
be  given.  Furthermore,  the  consumption  of  these  materials  in  acid 
manufacturing  can  not  in  all  cases  be  segregated  from  the  consump- 
tion in  the  manufacture  of  other  products,  particularly  in  the  explo- 
sive industry,  and  for  this  reason  the  figures  given  relate  to  the  total 
consumption  in  the  chemical  and  allied  industries.  In  the  manu- 
facture of  chemicals  and  allied  products,  including  fertilizers  and 
explosives,  and  in  the  refining  of  petroleum,  in  1914,  the  consumption 
of  sulphur  and  pyrites  (chiefly  pyrites)  was  1,663,855  tons,  costing 
$0,552,677,  and  of  nitrate  of  soda,  412,748  tons,  costing  $19,264,181. 
The  consumption  of  sulphur  and  pyrites  in  1914  exceeded  that  in  1909 
by  457,142  tons,  or  37.9  per  cent,  in  quantity,  and  by  $1,372,910,  or 
16.8  per  cent,  in  cost ;  and  the  consumption  of  nitrate  of  soda  in  the 
later  year  exceeded  that  in  the  earlier  by  77,416  tons,  or  23.1  per  cent, 
in  quantity,  and  by  $4,922,044,  or  34.3  per  cent,  in  cost. 

The  figures  for  sulphur  and  pyrites  include  1,581,607  tons  of 
pyrites,  costing  $7,822,030,  representing  an  increase  of  43  per  cent  in 
quantity  as  compared  with  1909,  and  82,248  tons  of  sulphur,  costing 
$1,730,^7,  representing  a  decrease  of  18.4  per  cent  in  quantity  as 
compared  with  the  earlier  year.  Of  the  412,748  tons  of  nitrate  of 
soda  consumed  in  1914,  74,738  tons  was  used  in  the  acid  and  chemical 
industries  and  in  the  fertilizer  industry  for  acid  manufacture,  147,- 
050  tons  in  the  manufacture  of  mixed  fertilizers,  and  190,960  tons  by 
establishments  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  explosives. 


New  South  African  Business  for  American  Firms. 

An  initial  order  for  pencil  sharpeners,  from  which  excellent  busi- 
ness should  develop ;  an  agency  for  a  paper-bag  company,  which  has 
already  booked  orders  from  several  large  milling  companies ;  a.  com- 
plete year's  supply  of  garden  seeds;  agencies  for  several  lines  of 
butcher's  supplies ;  an  order  for  an  outfit  of  drills,  taps,  and  dies,  with 
an  agency  in  view;  a  consignment  of  glassware;  and  negotiations  that 
will  shortly  end  in  an  order  for  a  complete  set  of  store  fixtures  and  a 
new  store  front — all  this  new  South  African  business  for  American 
firms  has  resulted,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  during  the  past  quar-. 
ter  from  information  obtained  at  the  Port  Elizabeth  consulate. 
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PIANO  TKADE  OF  SAO  PAULO. 

[Vice  Consul  Bobert  L.  Eelser,  SSo  Paulo,  Braxll,  June  28.] 

Sao  Paulo,  as  a  result  of  the  war  on  the  Continent,  offers  a  splen- 
did field  for  American  piano  manufacturers.  Eiirope  had  formerly 
been  the  largest  furnisuer  to  the  market,  Germany  alone  having 
in  average  years  supplied  about  75  per  cent  of  the  total  importa- 
tion. Bechstein,  Perzina,  and  Zeiter  &  Winklemann  were  the  makes 
most  favored.  A  rapidly  growing  business  in  the  Steinway  (of 
German  manufacture)  was  cut  off  by  the  war.  Pleyel  and  Grotian- 
Steinweg  Nachf.  grades  were  also  sold  on  a  small  scale. 

Sao  Paulo's  imports  during  the  past  five  years  of  all  types  of 
pianos  and  player-pianos  were : 


Yoar. 

Total 
imports. 

United 
States. 

France. 

aer- 
maiqr. 

Great 
Britain. 

Italy. 

mi: 

tor 

$147,401 

$214,488 

845 
$203,113 

254 
$53,318 

68 
$18,072 

83 
$21,193 

142 
$32,300 

100 
$26,399 

15 
$S,S66 

85 
«9,632 

57 
«5,087 

38 

$10,509 

37 
$10,386 

27 
16,073 

2 
$410 

440 
$104,  »U 

683 

$163,096 

6J9 
$158,037 

199 
$41,352 

10 
$2,«17 

9 
$2,828 

21 
$5,654 

4 

$3,439 

5 
$1,045 

5 
$1,202 

6 

Value 

$83S 

1912: 
Numbof 

9 

Value 

$1,932 

1913: 

7 

Value         

$1,282 

1914: 

4 

Valus   

$7n 

1915: 

10 

Value 

$l,S]fl 

Flayer  Tlanos  from  Vnlted  Statei — Favored  St7le$. 

From  30  to  40  per  cent  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  con- 
sisted of  player  pianos.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  importation 
from  Europe  was  of  such  instruments.  It  was  further  noticeable 
that  the  majority  of  the  European  instruments  of  this  type  which 
did  come  contained  player  actions  of  North  American  manufacture. 

Player  actions  which  do  not  have  all  their  valves  easily  accessible 
are  not  proper  for  this  market.  Moths  and  other  insects  enter  the 
air  chambers  and,  unless  removed  at  frequent  intervals,  these  insects 
do  serious  damage  to  felt  and  leather  parts.  Any  metal  parts  used 
in  piano  construction  where  they  can  not  be  protected  oy  damp- 
resisting  paints  are  rapidly  attacked  by  rust.  German  manufacturers 
substitute  wood  for  metal  wherever  possible. 

Plain  cases,  especially  those  of  mission  style,  are  not  suitable  for 
the  Sao  Paulo  trade.  The  most  popular  designs  are  those  of  an 
ornate  nature,  including  carving  of  legs  and  columns  between  panels. 
Metal  handles  and  candleholders  are  used  almost  without  exception. 
The  exposed  portion  of  the  keys  should  measure  5J  inches. 

Only  within  the  last  year  have  the  local  dealers  commenced  to 
stock  and  sell  pianos  of  recent  North  American  designs,  the  Casa 
Steven  having  established  a  new  house  and  Murino  Irmaos  having 
enlarged  their  former  business.  These  are  the  only  houses  at  present 
which  sell  pianos  of  styles  other  than  those  which  were  in  vogue  in 
the  United  States  a  decade  and  a  half  ago.  It  is  estimated  that  at 
the  present  time  there  are  less  than  50  new  pianos  available  in  the 
city  of  Sao  Paulo. 
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Fdces  and  Customs  Duttes. 

The  installment  business,  being  new,  has  proven  lucrative  to  the 
few  dealers  engaged  in  it.  Large  initial  pajmients  are  required, 
these  being  at  lea^  the  equivalent  of  $100  United  States  gold,  and  the 
installments  are  seldom  less  than  $15  per  month.  The  cheapest  grades 
of  pianos  retail  for  $400  upward ;  the  medium  grades  bring  from  $500 
to  $800.  With  the  present  exorbitant  freight  rates,  the  dealers  have 
been  forced  to  accept  loss  profit  in  order  not  to  place  the  retail  price 
on  instruments  at  a  figure  which  would  seriously  handicap  their  busi- 
ness. An  average  upright  piano  pays  approximately  $85  freight  be- 
tween New  York  and  Sao  Paulo  at  tne  present  time. 

The  duties  on  imported  pianos,  expressed  in  United  States  gold 
and  including  surtax,  are :  Upright,  $105 ;  grand,  less  than  2  meters 
(6.56  feet)  in  length,  $116;  grand,  more  than  2  meters  in  length, 
$167.  Revenue  stamps  and  other  additional  charges  will  add  ap- 
proximately 5  per  cent  to  these  customs  charges. 

From  the  foregoing  figure  it  will  be  seen  that  an  average  upright 
piano  pays  in  freight  charges  and  customs  duties  approximately 
$200.  The  greatest  shortage  at  the  moment  is  found  m  medium- 
grade  pianos  corresponding  with  those  formerly  wholesaled  in  Ger- 
many at  about  1,200  marks  ($285  ;►. 

In  the  absence  of  direct  connections  with  American  manufacturers, 
some  of  the  local  houses  are  finding  it  necessary  to  purchase  instrur 
luents  through  New  York  exporting  houses,  with  rather  unsatisfac- 
tory results,  masmuch  as  the  purchasing  of  this  class  of  goods  is  one 
■which  requires  that  the  technical  details  be  carefully  treated,  which 
can  be  done  much  more  satisfactorily  if  the  importer  deal  direct  with 
the  manufacturer.  The  result  of  this  has  been  that  the  local  houses 
have  received  one  or  two  instruments  of  many  makes,  these  instru- 
ments being  in  all  instances  constructed  for  the  North  American 
market  and  seldom  proving  satisfactory  for  the  local  trade. 

Brazilian  Fiano  Factory. 

F.  Effenfelder  &  Co.  have  established  a  factory  at  Curityba, 
Parana,  Brazil,  for  the  manufacture  of  pianos.  The  actions  are  iia- 
ported,  but  the  plates  are  cast  and  the  cases  are  made  in  their  factory. 
The  piano  is  of  medium  grade,  and  the  smallest  model  retails  in  this 
market  for  the  equivalent  of  $450  gold. 

[A  list  of  the  leading  importers  of  pianos  In  SSo  Paulo  may  be  liad  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  co- 
operative offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  79180.  At  the  same  offices,  and  under 
the  same  file  number,  there  may  be  inspected  by  interested  manufacturers  au 
illustrated  European  catalogue  that  shows  the  styles  of  cases  preferred  by  the 
Brazilian  piano  purchaser.] 


Consular  Trade  Work  in  New  Zealand. 

An  order  for  50  tons  of  supercalendered  printing  paper  resulting 
from  the  publication  of  a  "trade  opportunity"  in  Commerce  Re- 
ports, an  order  for  furniture  that  followed  the  sending  of  catalogues 
from  the  coftsular  files  to  a  leading  Auckland  furniture  dealer,  and 
the  establishing  of  an  agency  for  lead -headed  nails  with  prospects 
of  business  amounting  to  $100,000  a  year,  formed  part  of  the  new 
business  placed  with  American  firms  by  New  Zealand  houses  during 
the  past  quarter,  as  reported  by  Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow. 
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CENSOBSHIF  AFFECTS  BBITISH  FILM  HABKET. 

[Consul  John  M.  Savage,  Sheffield,  England,  Aug.  2.1 

Moving  pictures,  or  "  cinemas  "  as  they  are  called  in  this  country, 
have  taken  a  leading  place  among  the  forms  of  entertainment  in 
Sheffield.  There  are  already  38  houses  of  this  class,  and  4  which 
give  occasional  performances,  while  the  number  is  steadily  increasing. 
Many  of  the  buildings  have  been  erected  for  pictures,  and  several  are 
of  imposing  appearance.  None  are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating drinks,  although  this  is  customary  at  ordinary  theaters,  but 
usually  refreshments,  both  solid  and  liquid,  can  be  obtained  cm  the 
premises,  and  in  a  few  instances  separate  rooms  are  set  apart  for  this 
purpose. 

The  leading  two  houses  here  give  daily  continuous  performances 
from  2  to  10.30  p.  m.  Some  give  daily  matinees  and  two  evening 
performances,  and  still  others  biweekly  matinees  and  two  evening 
performances.  Prices  of  admission  vary  from  2d.  (4  cents)  to 
Is.  (24  cents)  for  adults  and  half  price  for  children.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  entrance  fee,  there  is  a  Government  tax  which  varies  from 
^d.  (1  cent)  to  2d.  (4  cents),  according  to  the  admission  paid. 

The  entertainment  usually  includes  a  "star"  film,  which  runs 
about  50  to  60  minutes,  a  "  comic,"  and  a  "  tropical."  Many  of  the 
last-mentioned  relate  to  events  connected  with  the  war,  and  some, 
which  are  taken  at  the  front  and  show  actual  happenings,  are  ex- 
hibited with  the  permission  of  the  military  authorities.  The  whole 
entertainment  usually  occupies  two  hours.  The  great  majority  of 
the  films  shown  at  present  are  of  American  manufacture,  the  others 
being  Italian,  French,  and  British. 

British  Froducers  Seek  Larger  Share  of  Business. 

Considering  the  hold  this  class  of  entertainment  has  upon  the 
public  and  the  increasing  demand^  the  question  of  film  production 
lias  aroused  considerable  comment  m  the  press,  and  the  suggestion  is 
frequently  made  that  British  producers  should  put  forth  efforts  to 
secure  a  larger  share  of  this  important  business.  Climate,  partic- 
ularly in  California,  where  the  majority  of  American  films  are  pro- 
duced, gives  the  American  manufacturer  a  distinct  advantage  over 
his  British  competitor  and  one  that  is  difficult  to  overcome. 

Before  films  can  be  shown  they  are  censored  by  the  British  Board 
of  Film  Censors,  the  censor  of  which  was  originally  appointed  by  the 
Exhibitors'  Association.  The  censor  is  now  the  appointee  of  tlie 
Government,  and  negotiations  are  pending  to  intrust  the  work  to  two 
censors,  one  appointed  by  the  Government  and  the  other  by  the  Ex- 
hibitors' Association. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  tendency  is  to  exercise  a  stricter  supervision. 
The  increase  in  juvenile  crime,  which  according  to  many  newspaper 
reports  is  growing,  is  in  many  instances  laid  more  to  certain  pictures 
shown  in  the  cinemas  than  to  the  absence  of  parental  control  neces- 
sitated by  the  war,  and  it  is  urged  that  these  objectionable  films 
would  disappear  if  the  film-producing  business  were  more  largely  in 
the  hands  of  British  manufacturers.  The  films  to  which  objection 
is  offered  are  those  depicting  crime  and  the  use  of  firearms  by  un- 
authorized persons. 
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In  order  to  preserve  the  supremacy  that  American  films  un- 
doubtedly have  m  this  market  extreme  care  should  be  exercised  not 
to  offer  those  which  may  be  made  the  subject  of  unfavorable 
criticism. 


TO  STUDY  EIECTBICAIrOOOBS  HABEETS  ABSOAB. 

The  markets  for  electrical  goods  in  China,  India,  Australia,  South 
Africa,  and  several  other  countries  which  are  in  the  Far  East  are  to 
be  studied  by  a  representative  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.  The  war  has  greatly  handicapped  the  principal  European 
competitors  of  American  manufacturers  of  electrical  goods  in  the 
Far  Eastern  field,  and  strong  efforts  will  be  made  to  obtain  such 
information  as  wm  enable  exporters  in  this  country  to  conduct  an 
effective  campaign  for  trade  extension.  B.  A.  Lundquist,  consulting 
engineer  of  Minneapolis,  has  been  selected  for  this  work. 

Much  preliminary  study  is  still  needed,  and  Special  Agent  Lund- 
quist will  ascertain  the  types,  qualities,  and  costs  of  electric  appa- 
ratus with  which  American  goods  come  into  competition,  as  well  as 
look  into  the  general  opportunities  for  the  sale  of  such  goods.  Before 
leaving  on  the  trip  the  special  agent  will  spend  some  weeks  in  the 
prindpal  business  and  manufacturing  centers  conferring  with  manu- 
facturers and  exporters. 

Mr.  Lundquist  graduated  from  the  University  of  Minnesota  in 
1905  with  the  degree  of  electrical  engineer,  following  which  he  put 
in  six  years  with  prominent  electrical  houses.  Since  1911  he  has  been 
in  business  for  himself  in  Minneapolis,  specializing  in  hydroelectric 
and  transmission-line  work.  He  is  the  author  of  "  Transmission  Line 
Construction — ^Methods  and  Costs,"  and  has  contributed  numerous 
articles  to  the  technical  press.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Minnesota  sec- 
tion of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers. 


AHEBICAH  COKSTTLAB  OFFICEBS  OK  IEA7E  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  lor  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Hale.F.D 

Hnddersfleld,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Chefoo  China 

Sept.    5 
Sept.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.   14 
Oct.   21 
Sopt.  15 

Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

Apartment  No.    75,    The   Brunswick, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba- 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Qalsna  111 

Masteison,  William  W 

Baker,  E;  Carlton 

Iffflnufhnn,  J.  0 

J^fWpUf  /ohn  F 

Kemper,  Oiaham  H 

Qoomer,  James  H 

Erfurt,  Germany 
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TEXTILE  BESEAECH  WOBE  HT  YOBKSHIRE. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  iDgrnm,  Bradford,  England,  Aug.  1.] 

An  important  conference  of  textile  manufacturers,  called  by  the 
chairman  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  was  held  at  Wake- 
field, Yorkshire,  on  July  28  to  consider  a  plan  for  promoting  textile 
research  and  coordinating  technical  education  in  the  textile  indus- 
tries of  Yorkshire.  Tlie  meeting  was  fully  representative  of  the 
manufacturing  interests. 

Mr.  M.  E.  Sadler,  vice  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Leeds,  gave 
an  address  on  the  extended  service  to  the  textile  mdustries  which 
could  be  given  by  the  educational  institutions  of  the  West  Biding. 
He  said  that  England  was  being  stirred  by  a  new  movement  of 
national  unity  and  cooperation.  A  great  rich  trade  like  the  textile, 
with  historic  memories,  wise  with  tne  garnered  experience  of  cen- 
turies of  skill,  and  famous  for  its  world-wide  achievement,  was  not 
merely  a  mode  of  earning  a  livelihood  or  wealth,  but  a  liberal  calling, 
a  form  of  service  to  the  State,  and  what  in  the  Middle  Ages  was 
called  an  art  or  mystery.  The  old  guild  spirit  had  now  revived; 
it  was  felt  in  the  professions  of  medicine  and  teaching ;  it  was  felt 
among  artists  and  craftsmen;  it  was  felt  in  the  idealistic  side  of 
the  labor  movement,  and  the  modern  state  found  in  this  new  willing- 
ness to  cooperate  the  brightest  hope  of  national  advancement. 

Service  to  be  Bendered  by  Schools  and  tTnlverslties. 

He  declared  that  the  technical  schools  and  universities  had  it  in 
their  power  to  render  a  twofold  service.  They  could  provide'  train- 
ing in  specialized  technology,  and  in  that  connection  he  hoped  they 
would  not  forget  the  late  learner  or  the  artisan  student.  "  Let  us 
moderns,"  he  said,  "  leave  no  Giotto  by  the  sheepf olds."  The  second 
service  was  the  furtherance  of  scientific  research. '  The  spirit  of  re- 
search was  awake  at  last  in  the  West  Riding,  he  declared.  Young 
men  were  ready,  manufacturers  felt  the  need,  the  educational  institu- 
tions were  ready.  A  new  era  had  begun.  Research,  however,  was 
often  very  costly;  the  speaker  gave  instances  where  large  sums  had 
been  spent  in  research  work,  rSating  to  artificial  silk,  nickel,  steel, 
etc.;  but  all  the  firms  had  an  abundant  reward,  he  asserted.  The 
textile  industries  promised,  a  rich  field  for  research.  The  glutinous 
material  which  composed  the  fiber  of  wool  was  among  the  substances 
attracting  the  notice  of  a  new  school  of  chemists — those  who  study 
colloid  chemistry;  and  the  colloid  chemists  were  working  hand  in 
hand  with  the  physicists. 

statement  Begardlng  Heeds  of  Nation. 

The  following  were  among  the  statements  made  in  a  printed  discus- 
sion of  the  project  which  accompanied  the  invitations  to  the  meeting: 

Almost  without  exception  industries  pass  from  rule-of-thomb  methods  to 
more  and  more  highly  developed  scientific  methods,  and  that  nation  which 
intelligently  follows  or  possibly  leads  the  change  is  bound  to  l>e  the  dominating 
nation  in  the  world's  markets,  in  world  service.  For  example,  we  started  the 
color-making  industry,  but  we  did  not  follow  up  the  scientific  development 
whole-heartedly,  with  the  result  that  the  lead  has  passed  from  us  to  Germany. 

With  the  wider  views  of  tiie  duties  and  privileges  of  that  commercial  enter- 
prise which  resolves  Itself  Into  social  service,  it  Is  obvious  that  a  much  greater 
strain  will  be  placed  upon  our  indus^Ial  and  commercial  leaders  in  the  future, 
as  compared  with  the  past,  and  only  those  who  take  science  as  a  handmaiden 
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and  Introduce  scientific  method  Into  both  thought  and  action  can  hope  to  face 
satisfactorily  the  strenuous  years  which  He  before  us. 

We  may  be  thankful  that,  so  far  as  the  woolen  and  worsted  Industries  arc 
concerned,  we  need  not  follow,  but  may  actually  lead  In  the  movement 

Conferences  Between  Textile  Leaders  and  Teachers. 

Certain  prominent  Yorkshire  spinners  and  manufacturers  approached  the 
University  of  Leeds  as  the  Institution  from  which  a  lead  should  come.  Con-i 
ferences  of  both  controllers  of  Industry  and  textile  teachers  have  been  held 
within  the  university  walls,  with  the  result  that  a  very  representative  executive 
committee  has  been  elected  to  place  the  whole  case  before  the  Industry,  and  to 
ask  for  that  support  (moral  and  financial)  which  will  enable: 

(a)  The  e<lucatlonal  net  to  be  cast  wide  and  the  whole  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion brought  within  its  folds  in  order  that  those  capable  of  profiting  by  a  pro- 
longed education  may  bo  selectetl  with  care  and  certainty.  (Tiie  far  heavier 
expenses  of  later  education  will  be  .saved  by  such  careful  .selection  at  this  com- 
paratively early  stage.) 

(6)  The  talented  students  selected  for  the  prolonged  courses  to  be  given 
every  possible  advantage  in  science  and  technology,  the  combined  course.^  of 
study  throughout  tlio  West  Riding  leading  up  to  the  university  and  technical 
coll^^  diploma,  and  finally  to  degree  courses  In  the  University  of  Leeds. 

(c)  The  development  of  higher  commercial  coiurses  In  which  languages  (Rus- 
sian and  Spanish  particularly),  salesmanship  and  the  psychology  of  business, 
industrial  economics,  science,  and  technology  are  so  blended  that  our  Consular 
Service  and  our  commercial'  representatives  In  the  future  may  be  mentally 
equipped  as  tliey  have  never  been  in  the  past. 

(<f )  The  development  of  research  and  research  methods,  so  that  not  only  may 
the  University  of  Leeds  and  the  larger  technical  colleges  of  the  county  be  asso- 
ciated in  specific  researches,  but  also  that,  by  the  development  of  a  school  of 
research,  research  methods  may  in  the  future  stimulate  the  minds  and  actions- 
of  those  who  are  destined  to  be  the  leaders  of  Industrial  and  commercial  enter- 
prise. 

It  may  be  pointed  out  that  c  and  d  will  necessitate  considerable  expenditure 
on  the  development  of  research  in  the  University  of  I^eeds  and  in  the  larger 
technical  colleges  of  the  West  Riding,  and  the  provision  of  traveling  and  other 
scholarships  in  connection  with  the  higher  commercial  courses  outlined. 


mCBEASED  BATES  TO  DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 

[Con.'!ul  Georgp  S.  Messcmnilth,' Curacao,  July  27.] 

The  Red  D  Line  of  steamships,  which  has  a  schedule  of  one  ship 
ft  week  between  New  York  and  Curacao,  has  again  raised  the  rates  of 
freight  between  New  York  and  Curacao  in  both  directions.  The 
increases  vary  from  50  to  100  per  cent  over  the  previous  rates,  and 
have  been  effective  since  July  1, 1916. 

The  changes  in  rates  for  some  of  the  principal  articles  carried  were : 


Artfclos. 


Previous  rate. 


Present  rate. 


CVBACAO  TO  NEW  TOBK. 

Fiber  (leaves) 

Woods  (cedar,  etc.) 

Aloes  In  cases 

Hats, straw 

Bananas 

Skins  in  bales 

Coffee,  clean 

KrW  YORK  TO  CUKAfAO. 

Beer,  batter,  biscuits,  lard,  cassia,  etc 

Dry  goods 

Bimn 

Floor,  W-poimd  bag 


to. 03  per  cubic  foot.. 
10. 10  per  cubic  foot. . 
10. 12  per  cubic  foot. . 
10. 15  per  cubic  foot. . 

10. 25  per  bunch 

Sa.60  per  100  pounds, 
to. 25  per  100  pounds. 


to.  12  per  cubic  foot. . 
to.  18  per  cubic  toot. . 
to.  4S  per  100  pounds. 
t0.27JeBch 


to.  10  per  cubic  foot, 
to.  17  per  cubic  foot, 
to.  20  per  cubic  foot, 
to.  22  per  cubic  foot, 
to.  40  per  bunch. 
tl7.50  per  2,200  pounds. 
t8. 50  per  2,200  pounds. 


to.  18  per  cubic  foot. 
t0.2Sper  enbio  foot, 
to.  65  per  100  pounds, 
to.  40  eacb. 


No  bill  of  lading  for  less  than  $5  will  be- signed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


702  COMMERCE   BEPOBTS. 

TOBACCO  CVLTIVAnON  IS  ABGEimHA. 

The  chief  of  the  Industrial  Section  of  Tobacco  of  the  Argentine 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  recently  made  a  report  on  the  culti- 
vation and  manufacture  of  Argentine  tobacco.  This  report,  as  quoted 
in  the  Revista  de  Economia  y  Finanzas  of  July  20,  states  that  in  spite 
of  the  inferior  quality  of  the  native  tobacco  it  always  finds  a  market, 
being  used  by  domestic  factories  in  the  proportion  of  50  or  55  per 
cent  for  the  manufacture  of  cigars  and  cijgarettes.  Its  market  value, 
however,  is  much  less  than  that  of  the  imported  tobacco,  statistics 
showing  that  in  1911  of  the  total  amount  expended  by  domestic  fac- 
tories for  raw  material  25  per  cent  was  for  the  native  tobacco  and  75 
per  cent  for  imported  tobacco.  In  view  of  these  facts,  the  Argentine 
oiRcial  urges  domestic  growers  to  adopt  improved  methods  or  culti- 
vation, in  order  that  a  better  quality  of  the  weed  may  be  produced 
and  profits  correspondingly  increased. 


LEEDS'S  mCBEASED  EXPOBTS  TO  ITNITEI)  STATES. 

[Consul  Homer  M.  Bflngton,  Lc«ds,  England,  July  28.] 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  declared  through  the  Leeds  con- 
sulate for  the  quarter  just  ended  were  valued  at  $255,348,  as  com- 
pared with  $178,946  for  the  like  quarter  of  1915 ;  for  the  six  months 
ended  June  30,  1916,  they  aggregated  $622,971,  as  compared  with 
$375,012  for  the  first  half  of  1915.  The  principal  articles  exported 
were  leather,  machinery,  hair,  woolens,  worsteds,  and  sausage  cas- 
ings, in  all  of  which  increased  shipments  were  noted. 

While  the  exports  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  show  an  in- 
crease of  $247,959,  or  66  per  cent,  over  1915,  they  compare  unfavor- 
ably with  January-June,  1914  (before  the  war),  when  the  declared 
exports  totaled  $1,222,957. 


FISH  LANDED  AT  NEW  ENGLAND  FOBTS. 

The  fishing  fleet  landing  fishery  products  at  Boston  and  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  July,  1916,  included 
301  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  at  Boston  316  trip=j 
aggregating  9,415,460  pounds  of  fish,  valued  at  $377,702;  at  Glouces- 
ter, 158  trips  aggregatmg  6,966,907  pounds,  valued  at  $263,111 ;  and 
at  Portland,  195  trips  amounting  to  1,811,331  pounds,  valued  at 
$37,935.  The  total  for  the  three  ports  during  the  month  amounted 
to  669  trips,  aggregating  18,193,698  pounds  of  fresh  and  salted  fish, 
having  a  value  to  the  fishermen  of  $6  <  8,748. 


INCBEASED  CUSTOMS  BETUBNS  AT  7ANC0TTVEB. 

[Vice  Consul  O.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Aug.  9.] 

The  customs  returns  for  the  port  of  Vancouver  for  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  1916,  amounted  to  $920,441,  a  gain  of  $257,877  over 
a  similar  period  of  1915.  The  month  of  July,  1916,  showed  an  in- 
crease over  the  month  of  June,  1916,  of  $18,314,  and  over  the  month 
of  July,  1915,  of  $131,631. 
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FOBEIQV  TKADE  OFPOBTITinTIES. 

Reaerved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  district  olBces.  Request 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportunity  nnmber. 
The  Biireaa  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  tlie  Dsnal  precautions  should  be  talten  In  all  cases. 

Horte  nets,  No.  22199.— The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  Chile  has  forwarded  the  name  and  address  of  n  man  In  that  country 
who  wishes  to  buy  nets  for  his  carriage  horses.    Catalogues  are  desired. 

Musical  initrument  wire,  etc..  No.  22200. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain 
writes  that  a  manufacturer  of  musical  Instruments  in  his  district  desires 
quotations  on  piano-chord  pegs  and  musical  Instrument  wire,  as  nearly  as 
possible  like  samples  submitted,  which  may  be  inspected  nt  the  Bureau  or 
Its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  79102.) 

Cofira  and  fiber.  No.  22201. — A  man  In  the  West  Indies  asks  the  Bureau  for  a 
list  of  copra  and  fiber  dealers  In  the  'United  States. 

Sugar,  No.  22202.T-An  American,  consular  officer  in  Latin  America  transmits 
the  name  of  an  Importing  firm  holding  a  Government  concession  for  the 
importation  of  sugar,  which  desires  to  communicate  with  American  firms 
In  a  position  to  supply  sugar  In  large  quantities. 

Pencil*,  No.  22203. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  France  writes  tliat  a  firm  in  that  country  Is  In  the  market  for  small 
pencils  suitable  for  pocket  note  books  of  the  cheaper  variety. 

Sand  filter.  No.  22204.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  East  reports 
that  the  proprietors  of  an  aerated  water  plant  are  interested  in  a  pressure 
sand  filter  to  pass  30,000  gallons  of  water  In  24  hourd,  at  a  pressure  of  10 
pounds  per  square  inch. 

Cocoa,  No.  22205. — A  cocoa  dealer  In  West  Africa  writes  the  Bureau  that  he 
would  like  to  get  in  touch  with  American  importers  and  others  Interested 
in  the  purchase  of  cocoa,  which  he  Is  able  to  supply  in  lots  of  100  tons  or 
more.    Reference. 

Druggists'  sundries,  etc.,  No.  22206. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada 
writes  that  an  established  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  firms  dealing  in  drugs,  druggists'  sundries,  confections,  and 
grocers'  sundries.    Reference. 

Fruit  jars,  etc..  No.  22207.  A  man  in  India  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  Is  desirous  of  communicating  with  American  manufacturers  of  air- 
tight bottles  and  tins  and  other  appliances  for  preserving  fruit  and  vege- 
tables.   Samples  should  be  sent  If  possible. 

Incandescent  lamps.  No.  22208. — The  representative  of  an  electric  light  and 
power  company  in  Soufh  America,  who  IS'  now  in  the  United  States,  desires 
to  communicate  with  manufacturers  and  e.'cporters  of  incandescent  electric 
lamps. 

CarpetB,  e/c,  ;No.  22209. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Australia  reports 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  in  tlie  market  for  carpets  and  soft  furnishing 
materials,  and  especially  tapestry  carpets. 

Handles  for  ftrus/tes,  etc..  No.  22210. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
United  Kingdom  writes  that  a  firm  of  hardware  manufacturers  In  his 
district  is  in  the  market  for  brush  handles  3  feet  6  Inches  and  4  feet  long 
by,  1  Inch  In  diameter;  also  shovel  handles  lOi  and  12  Inches  long  by  IJ. 
inches  In  diameter.  Orders  for  5,000  brush  handles  will  be  placed  If  terras 
are  satisfactory.  It  Is  stated.    Quotations  f.  o.  b.  American  port. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTREATT  OF  FOEEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMUEBCE. 

DISTBICT  OFnCES.  COOPERATITK  OFHCBS. 


KWW  lORK:  Boom  400,  CiutOBliOOTF. 

B08T0K:  18th  floor,  Coitosihoase. 

CHIC160:  604  rederal  Balldlag. 

mr.  1/008:  408  Third  HaUonal  Bank  Balldlag. 

ITLUITA:  SSI  Post  OSee  BslUlag. 

SKW  ORLUHBi  lOSO  HUeraU  Bank  Bslldlsg. 

8UI  nUHClSCO:  807  CogtoBhonae. 

glUTTLE:  848  Heary  BalMIag. 


CLETELA5D:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CIHCDINATI:  Chamber  •(  Coiuaerce. 
ONCUniATI:  C,  K.  0.  A  I.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  AKflELESi  Chamber  of  Commeree. 
PHIIiADEIiFBU  t  Chamber  of  Commeive. 
CHATIAKOOSA:  Beath  Amerkaa  Agtat,  South, 
era  By.  Co. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOR  OOVERNUENT  SVFFIIES  AHB  CONSTSUCTIOir. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  oSSceg  named,  and  epedficatlonB  can  nsnally 
be  obtained  at  tlie  points  wliere  the  goods  ore  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to.bc  per- 
formed. In  cases  wDere  tbe  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  snbmit  tenders,'  tbe; 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navy  Department  iupplies,  3516.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  pr<^)osaIs,  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numl)er8,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  12,  crushed 
stone;  schedule  13,  ships'  library  l>ooks;  schedule  14,  compensating  bin- 
nacles, illuminated  T^-inch  compasses,  and  spheres;  schedule  15,  nozzles, 
fire  brick,  graphite  stoppers,  fire-brick  sleeves,  powder  tanks,  and  unan- 
nealed-brass  tubes;  schedule  16,  sheet  aluminum;  schedule  17,  precision 
bench  lathe ;  schedule  18,  steam-and-slren  whistle ;  schedule  19,  gymnasium 
shoes,  and  tinned  lard ;  schedule  20,  household  furniture ;  schedule  21,  281- 
Inch  slate-color  cotton  canvas;  schedule  22,  hot  rolled  or  forged  carbon 
steel ;  schedule  23,  artificial  leather,  splint  stretchers,  and  putty ;  schedule 
24,  40-iucIi  wide  burlap,  billiard  cloth,  2-oz.  spools  linen  machine  thread, 
and  5-ply  cotton  twine;  schedule  26,  dark  deck  lanterns,  oil-burning  run- 
ning lights,  sail  needles,  galvanized  soft-steel  wire,  galvanized  boat  anchors, 
36-lnch  bronze  wire-screen  cloth,  bronze  wire-screen  cloth,  Iron  or  steel 
screen  cloth,  match  hooks  with  galvanized  thimbles,  flat-head,  copper  cut 
nails,  galvanized-iron  grommet  rings,  brass  wood  screws,  galvanized-iron 
anchor  shackles,  and  fiat-head,  copper  cut  tacks ;  schedule  26,  jack  plugs  for 
telephone,  scoop  shovels,  composition  pipe  fittings,  steel  boiler  tubes,  low- 
pressure  brass  angle  and  gate  valves,  and  commercial  soft  sheet  brass; 
schedule  27,  spare  parts  for  musical  instruments ;  schedule  28,  transmitting 
radio  sets ;  schedule  29,  liquid  form  wood  preservative ;  schedule  30,  sheet 
emery  cloth,  brass  grommet  eyelets,  loose  pin  hinges,  bronze  strap  hinges, 
cup  hooks,  cotter  pins,  etc.,  bronze  drawer  pulls,  galvanized  hammock  rings, 
brass  wood  screws,  and  flat-head  copper  cut  tacks;  schedule  31,  masthead 
and  side  combination  lanterns,  scoop  shovels,  composition  pipe  fittings, 
|-inch  steam  traps,  and  commercial  hard  sheet  brass ;  schedule  32,  domestic 
castlle  soap;  schedule  33,  vertical  tubular  boiler;  schedule  34,  farnlshing 
and  installing  tin  roof ;  schedule  85,  ventilating  fans,  composition  panhead 
rivets,  angles  Muntz  metal,  and  plotes  Muntz  metal ;  schedule  36,  medium 
plate  steel ;  schedule  37,  power  sewing  machines ;  schedule  38,  basswood ; 
schedule  39,  complete  aeroplones  and  power  plants;  schedule  40,  toilet 
paper,  and  schedule  10000,  American  process  dry  white  zinc. 

Repairs  at  light  glation.  No.  3517. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Portland,  Oreg.,  for  repairs  to  substructure  at  Semi- 
amoo  Horbor  Light  Station,  Wash.  Further  Inforiuatlon  may  be  obtained 
from  the  above-named  officer. 

JUail-handliiia  devices,  etc.,  No.  3.il8. — Seale<l  proposals  will  l)e  received  at  the 
'  Office  of  the  Suiiervising  Architect,  Treasury  l>epartment,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  Octol)er  16,  1916,  for  auail-handling  devices,  etc.,  in  the  United 
Slates  post  office  and  courthouse  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  In  accordance  with 
siieciflcation  and  drawings,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  nt  the  Office 
of  the  Supervisln?  Architect. 

Brush  and  poles,  No.  3519. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Mississippi 
River  Commission,  United  States  Engineer  Oftlce,  customhouse,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  until  September  6,  1916,  for  furnishing  about  100,000  cords  of  brush 
and  poles.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  tbe  above- 
named  office. 

Construction,  No.  3520. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Ofllee  of  the 
Supervising  Arcliltect,  Trea.sury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Sep- 
tember 12,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  United  States  pwt 
office  at  Orlando,  Fla.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtainM  from 
the  custodian  of  site  at  Orlando,  Fla.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 
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BBinSH  OBDEB  ON  HABIHE  IZTSUBANCE  CONTBACTS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  England,  .\ug.  19.] 

Controller  Foreign  Trade  Department  makes  public  license  to 
British  underwriters  and  insurance  companies  to  carry  into  effect 
marine  insurance  contracts  made  with  persons  in  United  States, 
notwithstanding  such  persons  on  statutory  black  list,  provided  such 
contracts  were  made  prior  to  such  persons  being  placed  on  list. 
License  applies  to  any  contract  for  marine  insurance  or  insurance 
against  fire  or  any  other  risk  of  goods  or  merchandise  during  transit 
from  shipper  s  or  manufacturer's  warehouse  imtil  deposited  in  ware- 
house on  termination  of  transit  .where  any  part  of  transit  is  by  sea. 


CONSIGNHEirr  OF  TOBACCO  TO  NETHEBLANBS  Aim  SCANDI- 
NAVIAH  COITNTBIES. 

[.Vnnooncement  of  the  Department  of  State,  Aug.  22.] 

The  Commercial  Adviser  of  the  British  Embassy  to-day  informed 
the  Acting  Foreign  Trade  Adviser  of  the  Department  of  State  that 
he  received  a  cablegram  last  night  stating  that  tobacco  shipments 
bought  and  paid  for  prior  to  August  1  may  go  forward  without 
interference  to  Holland  iip  to  August  31,  without  consignment  to 
the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust,  and  that  guaranties  by  the  British 
Embassy  would  not  be  required  with  reference  to  applications  for 
letters  of  assurance  for  shipments  of  tobacco  to  Scandinavia  for  the 
same  period.  [Previous  notices  on  this  subject  appeared  in  Com- 
HKBCE  Reports  for  July  18  and  Aug.  10, 1916.] 


NEW  COAL  YABDS  FOB  SPANISH  FOBT. 

(Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yost,  Barcelona,  July  27.] 

A  Spanish  trade  publication  announces  the  organization  recently 
in  Barcelona  of  a  new  concern  whose  purpose  js  the  handling  of 
coal  in  bunkers  and  land  depots  in  Bilbao.  The  name  of  the  com- 
pany is  not  published.    Its  capital  is  500,000  pesetas  ($90,000). 
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FUBTHEB  BKITISH  DIPOBT  FBOHIBITIONS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  genetal,  London,  Aag.  10.1 

A  proclamation  dated  Auj^ust  18  prohibits  from  and  after  August 
21  the  importation  of  the  following  goods:  Chestnut  extract,  win- 
dow, sheet  and  plate  glass,  glass  tableware,  and  such  lacc[uered  wares 
as  were  excepted  from  the  prohibition  on  the  importation  of  fnmi- 
ture,  manufactured  joinery,  and  other  wood  manufactures.  (See 
Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  7,  1916.)  The  prohibition  does  not 
apply  to  goods  imported  under  license  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Commercial  circles  anticipate  that  the  prohibition  on  chest- 
nut extract  will  apply  to  American  extract,  but  will  not  prevent 
iniix)rtations  from  France. 


BAUWAT  EQXriFHEirr  m  ASIA,  AIFSTBAIIA,  AND  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

An  expert  from  the  Division  of  Valuations  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  will  represent  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce  in  an  investigation  of  the  field  for  American  railway 
equipment  and  supplies  in  the  Far  East,  Australia,  and  South  Africa. 

Frank  Bhea  is  the  special  agent  appointed  to  make  the  investiga- 
tion, and  he  is  already  engaged  in  making  arrangements  for  confer- 
ences with  manufacturers,  contractors,  and  selling  agents,  which  will 
be  held  during  a  preliminary  trip  to  the  principal  manufacturing 
centers  in  this  coimtry.  This  preliminary  trip  will  be  made  in  Sep- 
tember. He  will  then  go  abroad  to  enter  upon  a  careful  study  of 
the  conditions  as  they  affect  railway  construction,  equipment,  traffic, 
the  probable  extension  or  reconstruction  of  railways,  tramways,  etc. 
While  all  specific  opportunities  for  securing  orders  will  be  promptly 
reported,  the  real  purpose  of  the  investigation  is  to  gather  funda- 
mental facts  for  the  Ajnerican  manufacturer. 

Those  who  wish  to  get  in  touch  with  Mr.  Bhea  before  he  leaves 
this  country  should  address  the  Division  of  Commercial  Agents, 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Customhouse,  New 
York.  This  is  the  new  office  opened  in  New  York  by  the  Bureau  to 
keep  in  closer  touch  with  business  houses  interested  in  foreign  trade 

SOUTH  AFBICA'S  PTTBCHASES  OF  COTTON  GKWDS. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Mnrptay,  Cape  Town,  Jal7  3.] 

Data  suppUed  to  the  Cape  Town  consulate  general  by  the  Statis- 
tical Section  of  the  South  African  Department  of  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise reveal  a  sharp  decline  in  the  imports  of  cotton  manufactures  into 
the  Union  during  May  last  when  contrasted  with  the  like  totals  tar 
May,  1915.  This  falling  off  is  distributed  among  all  the  chief  dassBS 
of  such  manufactures,  the  official  values  for  the  two  months  being: 


Articles. 

May,  1915.  'uay.lMO. 

Piece  goods 

n,w»,m 

15,180 
^200 

tm,m 

Planh^tit,  nigH,  ffhiK>ting 

m,m 

Shawls .". 

9,M 

Hoslnry  (underwear) 

«^S 

Other  manateclures 

IB,* 

Total 

2,iM,sao 

l,tH,«3) 
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CAHADIAH  FBXni  CKOP. 

(Consul  Fred  C.  Slater,  Sarnla,  Ontario,  Aug.  14,  1010.] 

The  fruit  crop  for  Canada  appears  to  be  turning  out  poorer  than 
was  expected  earlier  in  the  season ;  moreover,  the  quality  is  inferior. 
Continual  development  of  apple  scab  has  caused  a  heavy  dropping  of 
youn^  apples,  while  the  remainder  is  marked  with  fungus.  In  the 
Province  of  Ontario  the  apple  crop  wiU  not  exceed  that  of  1915, 
which  was  a  year  of  low  production.  The  only  section  where  the 
report  is  more  favorable  than  last  year  is  in  the  Georgian  Bay  dis- 
trict, where  a  slight  increase  is  expected.  In  Nova  Scotia  the  "drop" 
was  much  prolonged,  and  fortunately  the  scab  has  only  been  general 
on  poorly  sprayed  orchards.  Hence  the  quality  in  that  section  is 
good.  The  total  apple  crop  is  now  estimated  at  about  600,000  bar- 
rels. The  fruit  commissioner  reports  that  on  the  whole  the  crop  is 
not  expected  to  be  as  large  and  tne  quality  no  better  than  last  year. 
The  British  Columbia  crop  should  exceed  the  1915  crop. 

The  Niagara  peach  crop  will  be  between  60  and  70  per  cent  of  a 
standard  crop.  Plums  and  peaches  will  produce  about  one-half  of  a 
full  crop.  Grapes  are  reported  good,  promising  a  full  crop  in  the 
Niagara  district. 

AUEBICAN  GOODS  BECEIVED  IH  AMEBICAF  SHIPS. 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorbead,  Swansea,  Wales,  July  20.] 

The  American  steamer  Bantu,  from  New  York,  completed  dis- 
charging, on  July  5,  1916,  the  most  valuable  cargo  ever  imported 
into  Swansea  in  an  American  vessel,  so  far  as  there  are  any  available 
records.  This  cargo  consisted  of  5,700  tons  of  iron  and  steel  products, 
copper,  and  gum,  valued  at  $1,675,130. 

Other  recent  importations  from  the  United  States  in  American 
vessels  into  the  Swansea  consular  district  were : 


Nmne  of  vAssfil 

Port  ot  de- 
parture. 

Port  cargo  dis- 
charged. 

Date  In 
191S. 

Cargo. 

Kind. 

QoanUty. 

Value. 

VIgUancia 

Savannah... 
...do.. 

Port  Talbot 

Aprfl  30 
Hay     31 

July     17 

Ptelron.. 

;;.do.:::; 

Tow. 
SM 
2,500 
2,9I» 

$14,»50 

27,S00 

...do 

Port  Talbot 

45,000 

WEEKLY  COTTON  SHIPMENTS. 

Cotton  exports  during  the  week  ending  August  19,  1916,  at  the  12 
principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States,  were : 


Dbtricta. 

Bales. 

Dlstricls. 

Bale}. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

15,143 
435 

Philadelphia 

295 

1,399 
17,083 

Fouth  Carolina 

Washington 

Uarrland.  

Virginia..    

5,619 
31,990 
11.552 

Total 

New  York 

21,015 

Galveston 

104,515 

Merth  Oarollm 

New  Orleans  

Exports  of  104,515  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make  the 
total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  261,576  bales. 
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IBON  Am)  STEEL  UrmSSXI  in  AIZ-LA-CHAPELIE  DISTSICT. 

[Consnl  Henry  C.  A.  Dbidib,  Alx-ta-Cbaprlle,  Gcrannr,  Jnly  25.] 

The  ii-on  and  steel  industry  of  this  district  shares  in  the  general 
activity  that  this  industry  is  experiencing  throu^iout  Grermany  doe 
to  the  great  demand  for  Tarious  iron  and  steel  products.  The  de- 
mand naturally  is  in  the  first  place  for  articles  directly  and  indirectly 
necessitated  by  the  war,  and  as  high  prices  are  being  paid  the  handi- 
caps, such  as  high  prices  of  raw  materials,  increased  cost  of  trans- 
portAtion,  high  wages,  and  scarcity  of  skilled  laborer,  are  in  part 
outweighed.  Owing  to  these  limitaticms  and  the  closing  of  a  large 
part  of  the  export  helds  the  aggregate  output  is  necessarily  smalkr 
than  in  normal  times.    The  pr^ts  earned,  however,  are  good. 

Exact  figures  as  to  the  output  of  the  several  mills  and  factories 
of  the  district  are  not  available,  but  they  are  included  in  those  of 
the  Rhenish-Westphalian  secti(Hi  of  Grermany,  which  produces  about 
two-thirds  of  the  entire  steel  output  of  ingots  and  castings  of  the 
Empire.  The  iron  and  steel  indusb^  of  the  eooDSular  district  proper 
is  not  as  important  as  that  of  the  Barmen  district,  but  there  are, 
nevertheless,  a  number  of  large  concerns  and  the  present  condition 
in  which  some  of  these  find  themselves  serves  to  illustrate  the  state 
of  the  industry. 

One  Company  to  Donble  Capital. 

The  Stahlwerk  Becker  Actien  Gresellschaft,  in  Willich,  near  Cre- 
feld,  is  typical  of  a  successfully  operated  concern.  It  was  organized 
less  than  10  years  ago  with  a  capital  stock  of  500,000  marks  ($199,- 
000)  which  was  increased  from  tmje  to  time  until  it  reached  8,000,000 
marks  ($1,904,000)  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  June  30  last  it  was  decided  to  increase 
the  capital  stock  to  16,000,000  marks  ($3,808,000)  by  issuing  new 
shares.  These  are  to  be  taken  over  by  a  group  of  banks  headed 
by  the  Deutsche  Bank,  and  will  be  offered  at  150  per  cent>  The 
owners  of  the  old  shares  will  have  the  privilege  of  acquiring  as  many 
of  the  new  shares  as  they  possess  of  the  old.  The  company  paid  25 
per  cent  dividends  in  1914^-15,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  dividends 
for  1915-16  will  at  least  not  be  less  than  25  per  cent. 

The  purpose  of  the  increase  in  working  capital  is  to  increase 
the  capacity  of  the  plant.  At  preset  the  concern  is  dependent  ujkhi 
outside  sources  for  its  raw  material,  but  the  intention  is  to  combine 
all  the  stages  of  the  process  from  the  production  of  the  ore  to  that 
of  the  finished  product  within  the  operations  of  the  company.  Ore 
fields  are  to  be  acquired,  smelting  and  blast  furnaces  built,  new  tin 
rolling  mills,  pipe  and  tubing  works,  and  coke  ovens  erected,  the 
electrosteel,  pressed  steel,  and  wire-drawing  pla&ts  enlarged. 

The  company  is  satisfied  that  after  the  war  there  wiU  be  a  large 
and  urgent  demand  for  some  time  to  come  for  quality  steel  in  the 
many  hnes  and  specialties  of  production,  and  it  wants  to  be  pre- 
pared to  contribute  in  a  large  measure  toward  meeting  this  doaand. 
The  firm  has  a  branch  in  the  Unitetl  States. 
Frofltt  of  Other  Concerns. 

The  Ci-efelder  Stahlwerk  Actien  Gresellchaft,  in  Crefeld,  declared 
a  dividend  of  15  per  cent  for  1915.  The  physical  value  of  its  plant 
is  stated  to  be  7,166,128  marks  ($1,705,538),  to  which  have  been 
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added  extensions  costing  2,198,880  marks  ($523,144)  for  work  con- 
nected with  war  orders.  Thus  far  this  year  business  has  been  sat- 
isfactory, and  future  developments  are  viewed  with  confidence. 

Duerener  Metallwerke  Actien  Gesellchaft,  in  Dueren,  paid  a  divi- 
dend of  20  per  cent  in  1915.  It  was  busy  with  war  orders,  and  its 
prospects  for  the  current  year  are  good. 

In  March,  1916,  a  new  concern  was  founded  at  Erkelenz,  the 
Niederrheinische  Stahlwerke  G.  m.  b.  H.,  with  a  provisional  capi- 
tal of  200,000  marks  ($47,600).  An  already  existing  plant  is  to  be 
enlarged  and  the  production  of  soft  steel,  quality  steel,  steel  castings, 
and  steel  alloys  undertaken. 

The  large  foundry  and  iron  works  "Rothe  Erde,"  in  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  is  a  plant  belonging  to  the  Gelsenkirchner  Bergwerks- 
Gesellschaft.  It  engages  thousands  of  laborers  and  is  as  fiuly  em- 
ployed as  the  labor  conditions  permit.  The  output  is  reported  to 
be  now  80  per  cent  of  that  of  normal  years.  Its  principal  products 
are  half -finished  products,  heavy  iron  and  steel  products  such  as 
railway  rails  and  ties,  and  rolled  tin. 


UABKET  nr  FOSTTTGAL  FOB  CABNIVAI  GOODS. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  July  29.] 

An  excellent  opportunity  is  offered  in  Portugal  for  the  sale  of 
American-made  carnival  goods.  Practically  all  the  imported  mer- 
chandise of  this  description  came  formerly  from  countries  now  at 
war.  There  is  some  native  production,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  meet  the  demand.  The  season  lasts  for  about  four  weeks  in  Feb- 
ruary and  March  each  year  and  is  generally  observed  throughout 
the  country.  For  three  or  four  days  Lisbon  and  Oporto  are  given 
over  to  the  celebration. 

Large  quantities  of  confetti,  serpentines,  masks,  paper  hats,  and 
whistles  and  noise-producing  articles  of  every  description  are  on 
sale  in  the  stores  and  from  special  booths  erected  for  the  occasion 
at  central  points.  Small  objects,  such  as  dolls,  toys,  animals,  fans, 
and  artificial  flowers  and  fruits,  are  thrown  by  the  merry  makers 
and  are  collected  as  souvenirs.  There  is  also  a  good  market  for 
small  tubes  for  throwing  perfumed  water  and  for  cheap  masquerade 
costumes,  especially  those  of  a  national  character,  such  as  Chinese, 
Japanese,  and  Indian. 

Police  regulations  are  rather  strict  to  prevent  the  use  of  any 
article  that  might  cause  injury  to  the  public  or  to  the  participants 
in  the  festivities. 

{A  list  of  Lisbon  dealers  In  carnlvol  goods  may  be  obtalnetl,  upon  request, 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  fo- 
operatlve  oflSces.    Refer  to  file  No.  79447.] 


American  Interests  Seek  Heat-Freezing  Concession. 

Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley,  of  Asuncion,  reports  that  a  rep- 
resentative of  American  capitalists  has  petitioned  the  Paraguayan 
Congress  to  make  the  meat-freezing-plant  concession  granted  to  Mr. 
G.  L.  Rickard  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  27,  1915,  p.  373)  an 
exclusive  right.  The  persons  asking  for  this  amendment  agree,  in 
the  event  of  the  concession  being  made  an  exclusive  one,  to  ei-ect 
and  operate  the  plant  comprehended  in  the  original  grant. 
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BELFAST  A  MABKET  FOS  AXESICAIT  BOTTLES. 

[Vice  ConsxU  Gay  H.  Bitcb,  Beltast,  Ireland,  July  31.1 

Owing  to  the  extent  to  which  ginger  ale,  aerated  waters,  whisky, 
and  other  beverages  are  bottled  in  this  city,  Belfast  is  an  ezceUent 
market  for  the  sale  of  American  glass  bottles  and  containers.  At 
present  practically  all  the  bottles  used  by  the  local  trade  are  procured 
from  English  bottle  works  located  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire;  bat, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  in  securing  skilled  labor,  these  works  are  often 
shut  down  for  days,  and  even  weeks,  at  a  time.  As  a  result,  those 
local  bottlers  who  do  not  order  their  c<mtainer8  in  quantities  suffi- 
cient to  insure  having  a  supply  on  hand  at  all  times  are  frequently 
handicapped  by  not  having  enou^  bottles  to  fill  the  orders  for  bev- 
erages which  they  have  previoi^y  accepted.  Some  of  the  lar^r 
local  bottlers,  however,  order  10-ounce  ginger-ale  bottles  in  quantities 
of  1,000  to  3,000  gross. 

Ten-ounce  ginger-ale  bottles,  weighing  from  16  to  17  ounces,  as 
supplied  to  the  local  trade  by  the  manufacturers  in  England,  now 
range  in  price  from  17s.  6d.  ($4.26)  to  20s.  ($4.87),  whereas  quota- 
tions submitted  by  American  manufacturers  for  similar  goods  f.o.b. 
New  York  average  about  17s.  ($4.14)  per  gross.  The  carriage  from 
New  York  to  Liverpool  and  thence  to  Belfast  would  make  a  total 
cost  to  local  bottlers  of  about  19s.  6d.  ($4.75)  per  gross.  It  is  stated 
by  members  of  the  local  trade  that  although  American  bottles  are  no 
stronger  than  those  of  Britidi  manufacture  they  are  of  a  better  color 
(clearer  glass),  and  that  if  the  prices  for  the  two  were  approximately 
the  same  the  American  product  would  be  given  the  preferraice. 

Terms  and  Shipping  Koute*. 

There  are  no  firms  in  Belfast  engaged  in  jobbing  bottles.  Local 
houses  prefer  that  quotations  be  made  them  c.  i.  f.  Belfast  and  that 
sufficient  time  be  allowed  to  receive  and  inspect  the  goods  before  pay- 
ment is  exacted.  Owing  to  the  present  deranged  conditi<m  oi  the 
market,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  what  wonld  constitute  a  fair 
average  of  cr<edit  extensions  allowed  by  the  bottle  manufacturers  in 
England,  some  of  them  allowing  a  discount  of  2^  per  cent  for  cadt 
in  30  days,  while  others  sell  on  30  days'  credit,  but  do  n<rt  give  any 
discount.  Some  concerns  also  make  an  allowance  of  2^  per  cent  for 
breakage,  whereas  others  do  not  accept  any  responsibilitry  whatever 
on  this  account 

Most  of  the  goods  shipped  from  the  United  States  to  Belfast  are 
sent  from  New  York  to  Liverpool  and  thence  to  Belfast  by  the  Bel- 
fast Steamship  Co.'s  direct  steamers.  Under  normal  conditions 
there  is  but  one  line  of  steamers,  the  Head  Line,  maintaining 
a  regular  schedule  of  sailings  from  the  United  States  to  Belfast. 
Thi  vessels  of  this  line  sail  every  two  or  three  weeks  from  Gralveston 
and  New  Orleans  direct  to  Belfast. 

Empty  bottles  are  allowed  entry  into  Ireland  free  of  duty,  regard- 
less of  the  source  of  their  importation. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  Belfast  users  of  mineral-water  and  wbistgr  bottles 
may  be  obtained  upon  request  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domartlc  Oom- 
merce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  79888.  A 
review  of  the  bottle  trade  of  the  South  of  Ireland  oppcored  in  Dally  OoBSulM 
and  Trade  Reports  for  Oct.  24.  1914.1 
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OBESE  TBADE  IS  HUE,  BXTTTEB,  ASH  CHEESE. 

[American  consulate  general,  Greece,  July  8.] 

One  of  the  principal  sources  of  wealth  of  the  Greek  people  is  the 
milk  industry,  which,  however,  is  still  conducted  in  a  primitive  man- 
ner. The  principal  milch  animals  of  Greece  are  sheep  and  goats. 
Cows  are  found  only  in  and  near  the  larger  cities,  on  account  of  the 
poor  pasturage  offered  by  the  hilly  and  rocky  country.  The  capital 
necessary  to  supply  the  rich  pastures  required  by  cows,  the  expensive 
stables,  trained  hands,  etc.,  is  lacking  in  Greece. 

According  to  oflBcial  statistics,  there  were  in  old  Greece  in  1911 
3,546j642  head  of  sheep  and  3,288,045  head  of  goats,  valued  at 
$23,872,876.  To  these  figures  should  be  added  6,000,000  head  of 
sheep  and  goats  scattered  through  the  rich  plains  of  Macedonia  and 
the  hilly  districts  of  Epirus,  which  became  Greek  territory  aftei* 
the  Balkan  Wars  of  1913. 

Production  Could  Be  Doubled  With  Scientific  Xethods. 

It  is  roughly  estimated  that  of  these  12,000,000  head  of  cattle, 
only  two-thirds  are  milk-i)rbducing,  yielding  200,000,000  okes  (about 
65,898,349  gallons)  of  milk  yearly.  This  quantity,  manufactured 
into  unworked  cheese,  gives  about  60,000,000  okes  or  169,290,000 
pounds  of  cheese,  valued  at  $11,580,000.  After  this  cheese  is  worked, 
the  value  is  increased  to  at  least  $15,440,000.  It  is  thought  that  these 
figures  could  easily  be  doubled  if  proper  care  were  exercised  by 
shepherds  and  greater  interest  shown  by  agriculturists.  To  im- 
prove the  industry  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce, 
which  was  established  in  1909,  has  been  doing  valuable  work,  pro- 
mulgating scientific  methods  in  agriculture,  assisting  farmers,  and 
elaborating  plans  for  the  establishment  of  agricultural  schools 
through  the  country. 

One  of  the  great  drawbacks  to  the  proper  development  of  the  milk 
industry  has  been  the  roving  life  of  the  shepherds.  Most  of  the 
shepherds  in  Greece  are  nomads,  differing  in  many  points  from  the 
ordmary  Greek,  belonging  most  probably  to  the  Wallachian  or 
Thracian  family,  and  speaking  among  themselves  a  language  totally 
different  from  modem  Greek.  As  a  general  rule  they  are  not  reg- 
istered in  any  city  or  commune,  pay  no  taxes,  and  consider  them- 
selves free  from  ordinary  laws. 

Training  for  Young:  Shepherds  Proposed. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  is  now  considering 
means  of  reaching  these  nomads  and  inducing  them  to  settle  down 
in  a  fixed  spot.  It  is  hoped  that  they  will  register  for  taxation,  that 
the  children  will  receive  an  elementary  education,  and  the  men 
serve  in  the  army.  If  these  plans  are  carried  out,  the  young  shep- 
herds will  in  early  youth  be  trained  in  the  agricultural  schools  that 
are  in  process  of  formation  throughout  the  country,  and  return  to 
their  homes  with  a  knowledge  of  modern  dairying  methods. 

For  many  years  past,  some  of  the  shepherds  have  formed  a  com- 
pany with  many  branches,  called  "  Tsilingata."  They  rent  pastures 
on  point  account,  sell  their  products,  and  divide  the  profits  on  the 
basis  of  the  number  of  head  of  cattle  that  each  shepherd  owns.    The 
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ministry  is  trying  to  imi>roTe  on  this  primitiTe  plan,  and  to  instill 
a  spirit  of  fuller  cooperation.  In  the  I^loponnesus,  a  dairy  has  been 
established  at  Manolada,  a  property  belonging  to  the  Crown.  The 
necessary  implements  and  machinery  were  provided  at  the  expense 
of  the  royal  property,  and  the  shenpherds  from  the  neighboring  coon- 
try  contributed  by  bringing  in  the  milk  of  their  flocks.  The  first 
year's  work  has  been  such  a  success  that  the  profits  on  the  manu- 
factured butter  and  cheeses  have  been  sufficient  not  only  to  pay 
off  part  of  the  capital  invested  in  the  plant  and  bnildings,  but  to  give 
25  per  cent  clear  profit  to  the  diepherds. 

Tonng  Trees  Damaged  ExtenslTely  by  Qoats. 

Another  source  of  concern  to  the  ministry  is  the  large  number 
of  goats  in  the  country.  These  animals  are  most  harmful  to  the 
young  trees,  and  as  long  as  they  are  not  confined  within  given  limits, 
it  win  be  impossible  to  reforest  the  country.  Goats  usually  do  not 
herd  alone,  but  form  portions  of  larger  herds  of  sheep.  The  moun- 
tain goat  produces  daily  about  one  quai-t  of  milk.  As  this  milk,  on 
account  of  its  flavor,  can  not  be  used  by  itself,  it  is  mixed  with  the 
milk  of  sheep  in  preparing  butter  and  cheese.  In  the  larger  cities 
there  are  goats,  originally  imported  from  Malta,  which  produce 
about  2.16  quarts  of  milk  daily,  but  as  they  require  richer  fodder 
than  the  ordinary  goat  of  the  country,  they  have  not  been  intro- 
duced into  the  hilly  districts. 

Cow's  milk  is  used  in  this  country  principallv  for  drinking,  the 
surplus  only  being  manufactured  into  butter.  Sheep's  milk  is  used 
for  the  manufacture  of  butter,  of  giaourti  (sour  curds),  of  a. popular 
rice  pudding  called  "  rizzo  gala,"  and  of  cheese.  All  tlie  dairies  in 
Athens  now  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  fodder,  resulting  principally 
from  the  small  quantity  of  rain  that  fell  during  the  wmter  months 
and  the  difficulties  experienced  in  importing  straw  from  the 
Provinces. 
Pewer  Calves  Killed  on  Aooovat  of  War  Conditions. 

Most  of  the  cows  found  in  the  larger  cities  of  Greece  were  formerly 
imported  annually  from  Russia,  the  dairies  preferring  to  do  this 
rather  than  to  keep  the  calves  and  have  to  feed  them  for  several 
years.  This  year,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  experienced  in  import- 
ing from  Russia,  many  of  the  calves  have  not  been  sent  to  the  slaugh- 
terhouse. 

Although  most  of  the  milk  drunk  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  Hellenic 
Kingdom  is  cow's  milk,  there  are  stiU  some  people,  even  in  Athens, 
who  state  that  they  prefer  goat's  to  cow's  milk. 

The  cows  are  milked  by  dairy  hands,  and  not  by  milking  ma- 
chinery. An  owner  of  one  of  the  larger  dairies  in  this  city  states 
that,  altliough  dairies  are  trying  gradually  to  import  steriliang 
machinery,  it  is  feared  that  the  ordinary  buyer  will  not  appreciate 
this  novelty.  Each  milk  vender  is  a  free  lance.  The  delivery  is  by 
a  wagon  and  tin  containers,  except  in  the  case  of  the  goats,  whidb 
are  driven  to  the  houses  of  customers  and  milkM  at  the  doors.  Tliere 
is  no  Government  or  municipal  supervision  of  dairies. 
Table  Butter  Used  by  Richer  Class  and  VorelKncrt. 

Table  butter  is  regarded  as  a  luxury  by  the  ordinary  Greek,  and  is 
seen  only  on  the  tables  of  the  richer  class  and  those  of  foreigners. 
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The  demand  for  coddns  butter,  although  it  is  found  in  almost  every 
manage,  is  affected  by  tne  quantity  of  olive  oil  used.  The  quantity 
of  cow's  butter  produced  in  the  larger  cities  is  inadequate  to  me^ 
the  internal  demand,  and  large  quantities  are  imported  annually 
from  foreign  countries.  In  normal  times  Bussia  is  the  chief  source, 
closely  followed  by  Denmark  and  Holland. 

The  statistics  obtainable  are  rather  misleading,  as  in  1913  Germany 
appears  as  the  principal  exporter  of  butter  to  Greece,  while  in  1914 
England  leads  the  list.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  during 
1913  Danish  butter  was  imported  into  Greece  through  Hamburg  and 
credited  to  Germany,  while  in  the  last  two  years  the  movement  has 
been  through  English  ports. 

Thei-e  is  only  one  manufacturer  in  Greece  shippii^  butter  to  the 
various  cities  of  the  Hellenic  Kingdom.  This  firm  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Corfu  for  many  years.  It  has  no  cows  and  procures  its 
milk  from  small  milk  vendors  scattered  through  the  island.  Its 
butter  is  very  popular  throughout  Greece.  Besides  this  supply,  a 
small  quantity  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  King's  properties  of  Mano- 
lada,  previously  referred  to,  and  Tatoi.  Most  oi  the  butter  made  in 
local  dairies  is  somewhat  wat«ry  and  does  not  keep. 

CooUng  Butter  Kade  From  Sheep's  ICUk. 

Besides  the  cow's  butter,  made  exclusively  for  table  use,  a  ccmsid- 
erable  quantity  of  cooking  butter  is  manufactured  from  sheep's  milk. 
A  small  quantity  of  the  product  is  exported  annually  to  the  United 
States  for  consumption  among  Greeks  living  there.  In  the  early 
spring  sheep's  butter  is  also  procurable  for  table  use,  but  as  Hub 
melts  easily,  it  is  not  prepared  during  the  warm  months.  Sheep's 
butter,  when  properly  prepared,  is  snow  white  in  color  and  has  an 
excellent  flavor. 

Although  the  larger  dairies  have  for  the  past  20  years  been  import- 
ing cream  separators  from  Germany  and  France  and  there  is  a  good 
demand  for  these  machines  in  the  country,  the  cream  is  separated 
from  the  milk  in  most  of  the  dairies  in  a  primitive  manner.  In  the 
smaller  dairies  the  milk  is  poured  into  i^allow  dishes  and  leit  to 
stand  for  several  hours.  The  cream  is  then  skimmed  off  and  made 
into  butter,  while  the  naturally  poor  liquid  that  remains  is  either 
sold  in  that  form  or  first  mixed  with  an  equal  amount  of  unskimmed 
milk  and  then  sold.  Cream  is  never  seen  on  the  breakfast  or  tea 
table  in  this  country,  partially  skimmed  mUk  being  universally 
drunk. 

In  the  case  of  the  larger  dairies  where,  as  suggested,  cream  sejMi- 
rators  are  in  use,  it  is  understood  that  the  skimmed  milk  is  no  lon^r 
used  for  drinking  purposes,  but  is  either  sold  to  the  smaller  mitt; 
vendors,  who  in  turn  sell  the  inferior  liquid  to  the  poorer  class  of 
the  city,  or  it  is  given  to  bakers  and  confectioners,  who  use  it  in 
preparing  their  products. 
Cheese  Trineipal  Food  of  Greek  People. 

Most  of  the  sheep  and  goat  mUk  produced  is  manufactured  into 
cheese,  which  is  the  principal  food  of  the  Greek  people.  A  Greek 
peasant  generally  lives  on  bread,  cheese,  and  olives.  Of  the  cheese 
manufactured,  nine-tenths  is  consumed  in  domestic  trade,  barely  one- 
tenth  being  exported  to  foreign  countries.  Of  the  small  amount 
exported  annually,  the  United  States  receives  the  largest  quantity. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


714  COMMEBCE   BEPOBTS. 

It  is  said  to  be  feared  here  that  with  the  return  of  normal  conditions 
foreign  cheeses  will  bs  imported  via  the  Junction  Line  from  northern 
Europe  nnd  again  oust  the  Greek  cheeses  from  the  local  markets. 
By  means  of  the  new  line  it  will  be  possible  to  import  cheeses,  butter, 
and  even  fresh  milk  in  perhaps  60  to  100  hours  from  France,  Switzer- 
land, and  Austria  in  refrigerator  cars.  Only  a  small  amount  of 
cheese  is  imported  at  present.  The  imports,  which  have  never  ex- 
ceeded $100,000  annually  in  value,  are  consumed  only  in  the  larger 
cities  of  Greece. 

It  is  believed  that  American  dairy  machinery,  if  once  well  intro- 
duced to  the  Greek  market,  would  make  headway  against  machinery 
from  other  countries,  and  that  the  demand  would  increase  from  year 
to  year.  The  average  Greek  business  man  has  a  favorable  opinion  of 
American  machinery,  and  many  of  them  consider  it  superior  to  all 
other  machinery.  Most  of  the  dairy  machinery  in  local  use,  however, 
has  been  imported  from  France,  Germany,  and  England. 

Kany  Have  Studied  in  French  Agrienltural  Schools. 

French  machinery  is  used  more  than  any  other  because  most  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  have  studied  in  French  agricultural  schools, 
and  naturally  prefer  to  use  machinery  with  which  they  are  familiar. 
Some  dairies  prefer  German  machinery,  as  it  is  cheaper  and  simpler 
than  either  the  English  or  French,  althou^  it  does  not  last  so  long. 

Great  care  should  be  taken  in  building  up  a  trade  in  dairy  ma- 
chinery here.  The  proper  method  would  be  to  act  through  a  commis- 
sion agent.  There  would  be  many  advantages  in  appointing  such  an 
agent,  conversant  with  the  language,  local  conditions,  requirements, 
ete.  He  would  advise  the  American  exporter  regarding  the  manner 
of  doing  business,  the  credit  terms  offered  by  competitors,  the  finan- 
cial standing  of  prospective  customers  and  complaints  of  buyers,  and 
could  keep  the  importers  interested  in  his  goods. 

At  present  American  firms  are  in  a  position  to  demand  "cash 
against  documents,"  but  with  the  return  of  peace,  when  so  many  coun- 
tries will  again  be  in  the  field,  tr]ring  to  capture  the  Greek  market 
by  their  tempting  offers,  these  terms  will  become  too  harsh.  It  should 
be  noted  that  the  Greek  business  man,  on  the  whole,  works  with 
very  limited  capital  and  requires  2  to  6  months'  credit  to  sell  the 
goods  and  then  pay  for  them.  There  are  many  houses  here  entirely 
worthy  of  credit,  and  few  bankruptcies  of  any  importance  have  been 
reported  in  the  last  few  years. 
Shipping  Terms  Desired  by  Greek  Merchants. 

The  Greek  merchant  desires  that  all  offers  should  be  made  him  on 
the  basis  of  c.  i.  f.  port  of  arrival.  He  will  cheerfully  pay  more  in 
order  to  know  exactly  what  the  goods  are  to  cost  him,  rather  than 
take  chances  with  regard  to  ocean  freights,  insurance,  etc. 

All  dairy  implements  and  machinery  enter  free  oi  charge  as  per 
royal  decree  published  in  the  Government  Gazette  No.  390  of  October 
20-November  2.  1915,  article  1,  No.  8. 

Although  this  royal  decree  states  that  all  agricultural  machinery 
and  implements  destined  to  agricultural  societies  of  Greece  for  their 
own  use  or  for  sale  or  disposal  to  their  members  are  exempt  from 
all  port  duties,  octroi,  communal,  port,  or  other  taxes,  yet  it  is 
understood  that  a  number  of  commission  agents  come  within  the 
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provisions  of  this  decree  throngh  being  members  of  agricultural 
societies. 

[A  list  of  dairies  ajid  oonuuiasion  agents  in  Athens  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Fordgn  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  79324.] 

AMEBICAH  COITBULAB  0FFIGES8  OV  lEAYE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  mi  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Halc.F.  D 

IfasteisoD,  WUHam  W 

Baker,  E.  Carlton 

MonajjhMi,  J.  C 

JewcU.JobnF 

Kemper,  OiahamH... 

OooAer,  Jaaiea  H 

HaKUtne,  Boss 

Lidng,  James  Oliver. .. 
Leonud,  WiMcr  A.... 
Osbame,  loba  BaO.... 
llao>fMd,BobertK... 


lull. 


Huddersfleld,  i^e'"^ 
Duiban,  Natal,  Botith 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 


Kingston,  Jamaica. 


Chebo,  China 

£ilnit,  Ociiuaiiy . 

Nlaewa  Kails,  Canada. 
Pon^toakuJaoaioa. 

Oolomlio,  CeyloD. 

Havn,nBaoe 

VaneoOTtr,  Canada.  .. 


Explra- 
tiaaof 
venae. 


Sept 
Sep«. 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct 

Sept 
Bept 
Oct. 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct. 
Sept. 


Addre» 


Limenbaix.vt 


CanoUton, 


The 


No.    7S, 
I,  D.  C. 

Avcnne  i  and  Fourteenth  Btnet,  Ba- 
^3'onneiN.J. 
Oalean,lB. 

DoKtmeBt  of  State,  Waidilngtnn.  D.  C. 
37  BouUi  Hawk  Stnet.  AlbanTiN.  Y. 
DqMrtment  of  State,  WaAiiWton,  D.  C 
C/o  Universltjr  Onb,  Kansas  City,  Ho. 
Bffaaclowa. 

Departnant  of  iJtate,  WaaUngton,  D.  C. 
KoBhrlUe,  Ind. 


HEW  SCHOOL  BuiunHG  nr  coloh. 

[Censul  Jollns  D.  Dieher,  Colon,  Panama,  Aux.  2.i 

The  building  division  of  the  Panama  Canal  has  begun  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  school  building  for  the  accommodaticm  of  the  children 
of  canal  employees  residing  in  Colon  and  in  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone. 
The  new  schooUiouse  will  be  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete,  witli 
Spanish  tile  roof;  it  will  be  174  feet  long  by  56  feet  wide,  two  stories 
in  height,  and  in  its  18  classrooms  it  will  provide  accommodation 
for  all  the  grades  from  primary  to  high  school.  In  addition  to  the 
classrooms,  there  will  be  on  the  first  floor  a  teachers'  room,  lunch 
room,  and  toilet  rooms,  and  on  the  second  floor,  the  principal's  room, 
library,  scientific  laboratory  and  study,  and  toilet  rooms.  It  will  be 
famished  in  good  style  with  every  appliance  and  convenience  to  be 
fo«UMl  in  the  best  modem  school  buildmgs.  The  c<»t  of  the  structare 
is  estimated  to  be  $125,000,  and  the  time  required  for  its  completion 
about  6  mtmths. 


AHEmCAN  LOAN  TO  CUT  OF  BOGOTA. 

The  American  Legation  at  Bogota,  Colombia,  reports  tliat  a  c<mi- 
tract  for  a  loan  of  ^,000^000  to  the  city  of  Bogota  has  been  signed 
by  the  American  International  Corporation  of  New  York  City.  The 
loan  was  unanimously  approved  July  18,  1916,  by  the  mimicipal 
council.  The  money  will  be  used  for  the  extension  of  the  municipal 
street  railway  system,  improvement  of  the  waterworks,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  market  and  slaughterhouse. 
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SnrOAPOBE  BATTAN  HABKET. 

[Consul  Harry  Campbell,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  Singapore,  StralU  SetllMneata.] 

Approximately  90  per  cent  of  the  total  world's  supply  of  rattan  is 
shipped  from  Singapore.  This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  the  raw 
product  originates  in  the  Straits  Settlements  or  Federated  Malay 
States.  Of  the  imports  into  Singapore  during  1913  about  42  per  cent 
came  from  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  38  per  cent  from  Sumatra,  7  per 
cent  from  Sarawak,  British  North  Borneo,  and  only  about  4  per  cent 
from  the  Malay  Peninsula. 

The  rattan  is  cut  in  small  quantities  by  the  natives  in  various 
islands  of  the  East  Indies  and  sold  to  Indian  or  Chinese  merchants  in 
the  neighborhood  or  is  carried  to  some  near-by  settlement  and  ex- 
changed, usually  at  a  Chinese  outpost  store,  for  merchandise.  These 
small  supplies  of  rattan  then  find  their  way  to  a  larger  center  and  are 
bought  up  by  Chinese  dealers,  who  make  shipments  of  a  few  tons  each 
to  Singapore  when  transportation  maj^  be  available.  In  many  cases 
these  Chinese  dealers  are  in  charge  oi  branches  of  Singapore  houses 
that  also  operate  small  interisland  steamers. 

Singapore's  Leading  CnstomeTS. 

As  the  rattan  is  delivered  in  Singapore  it  is  bought  up  chiefly  by  a 
few  Americans  or  Europeans  acting  as  purchasing  agents  for  manu- 
facturers in  the  United  States  or  Europe.  Before  the  war  there  were 
in  Singapore  several  German  buyers  representing  large  Grerman 
manufacturers,  Germany  at  that  time  taking  about  30  per  cent  of  the 
Singapore  supply.  This  trade  is  now  discontinued,  and  all  of  the 
supply  that  formerly  went  to  Germany  is  at  present  being  shipped 
direct  to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  or  allied  European 
countries. 

China  (including  Hongkong)  has  always  been  a  fairly  large  mar- 
ket for  rattans,  but  deals  almost  exclusively  in  the  cheaper  varieties 
used  only  to  a  small  extent  in  the  United  States  and  Europe.  Before 
the  war  Germany  stood  first,  China  second,  and  the  United  States 
third  in  the  quantity  of  rattans  purchased  at  Singapore.  Now  the 
United  States  takes  the  lead,  with  China  and  Great  Britain  second 
and  third.  In  value,  however,  the  American  purchases  have  always 
ranked  first. 

In  1915  the  imports  of  rattan  into  Singapore  amounted  to  approxi- 
mately 425,000  piculs  (25,300  long  tons),  of  which  406,000  piculs 
(24,165  tons)  were  reexported.  For  the  first  five  months  of  the  cur- 
rent year  the  exports  of  rattan  have  totaled  about  171,000  piculs 
(10,176  tons).  During  1915  approximately  25  per  cent  (in  weight) 
of  the  exports  from  Singapore  was  destined  for  the  United  States, 
while  for  the  first  five  months  of  the  present  year  nearly  40  per  cent 
has  gone  direct  to  that  country. 

American  Purchases  Affect  Uarket. 

The  local  market  for  rattan  was  rather  dull  during  the  early  part 
of  1915.  but  as  the  demand  from  America  increased  prices  of  some 
of  the  lower  grades  advanced  as  much  as  50  per  cent.  The  advanced 
prices  have  been  maintained  during  the  current  year,  and  the  demand, 
especially  from  America,  appears  to  be  growing  stronger.  There  are 
at  present  in  Singapore  two  Americans  buying  for  rattan  manufac- 
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turers  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  understood  that  they  secure  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  high-grade  materia). 

Their  purchases  of  the  mediom  grades  are  also  increasing,  as  they 
have  fotmd  it  necessary  to  purchase  the  raw  material  here,  to  be 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in  fonaer  years  they 
made  ciK^derable  purdfiases  of  the  partially  manufactured  materials 
of  this  grade  from  (rermany.  Since  special  machinery  has  now  been 
installed  by  these  manufacturers  for  this  puri>ose,  it  seems  reason- 
able to  predict  that  the  United  States  will  retain  much  of  this  busi- 
ness after  the  war  cloeee.  There  appears  to  be  no  good  reason  why 
manufacturers  in  the  United  States  provided  with  pr(^r  machinery 
can  not  c(Hnpete  with  European  countries  in  the  complete  manufac- 
ture of  rattan  furniture  and  other  articles  ivom  the  raw  product  as 
it  comes  from  Singapore. 

Ooean-nrel^t  8it*«ti«i. 

Frei^ts  have  been  a  rather  serious  obstacle  to  shipments  to  the 
United  States  during  the  past  year,  the  proportionate  increase  for 
rattan  being  greater  than  for  any  <^her  product  of  the  country,  be- 
cause of  its  great  bulk  as  compared  with  value.  In  1913  the  ocean 
freight  rate  oa  rattan  from  Singapore  to  New  York  was  about  $0.93 
gold  per  100  pounds,  while  in  February,  1916,  it  stood  at  $6.20.  Re- 
cently, however,  the  rates  have  been  lowered  and  now  stand  at  $4.65. 
The  frei^rt  rate  to  Pacific  ports  was  raised  from  $1.28,  in  1913,  to 
the  present  one  of  $3.57  per  100  pounds.  For  the  cheaper  varieties 
the  freight  often  equals  and  sometimes  exceeds  the  actual  f.  o.  b. 
Singapore  value  of  the  raw  material.  Recent  invoices  covering  large 
shipments  of  average  grades  sent  to  America  show  the  freight  to  be 
about  25  per  cent  of  the  Singapore  value. 

Large  shipments  of  rattans  destined  for  manufacturers  in  Michi- 
nm  have  gone  forward  via  the  Pacific  almost  exclusively,  as  the 
Pacific  rates  to  such  interior  points  have  been  cheaper  throughout 
the  present  war  period  than  tne  Atlantic.  This  has  not  been  true, 
however,  of  shipments  of  rattans  made  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
except  for  a  period  of  a  few  months  during  the  latter  part  of  1915 
and  the  early  part  of  1916,  when  the  Atlantic  rates  were  so  increased 
that  it  cost  less  to  send  rattan  to  Massachusetts  via  the  Pacific  and 
then  by  rail  across  the  continent  than  by  the  all-water  route  via  the 
Atlantic  direct  to  Boston.  At  present  shipments  of  rattan  to  interior 
points  of  the  United  States  are  going  forward  by  way  of  the  Pacific 
and  shipments  to  the  eastern  seaboard  by  way  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Sireet  Trade  Saggested. 

While,  as  stated,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  American  buying 
has  thus  far  been  done  by  representatives  of  two  rattan  manufac- 
turers of  the  United  States,  several  local  firms  [whose  names  may, 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  and  cooperative  ofiices  upon  asking  for  file  No.  78779]  also 
deal  in  rattans.  It  is  believed  that  any  of  these  houses  might  be 
inter^ted  in  receiving  direct  inquiries  from  the  United  States. 
They  all  correspond  in  English. 

As  to  payments,  it  is  customary  for  buyers  to  establish  a  docu- 
mentary credit  at  three  or  four  months'  sight. 

(Fnrther  details  of  Singapore's  rattan  trade  are  to  be  found  in  Comuerce 
Bepobts  for  Sept.  4,  1915.] 
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NICASAOTTAN  COFFEE  EXPOBTS. 

[Consul  John  A.  Gamon,  Corinto,  July  20.] 


Statistics  furnished  by  the  Collector  Greneral  of  Customs  at  Mana- 
gua show  a  falling  off  of  2,617,764  pounds,  or  13.8  per  cent,  in  the 
quantity  and  one  of  $270,495,  or  14.5  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  the 
coffee  exported  from  Nicaragua  during  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year,  as  contrasted  with  the  shipments  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  1915.    The  Collector  General's  figures  follow : 


Exported  to— 

1915 

1916 

Fomids. 

Value. 

Poondi. 

Valm. 

United  Statos 

5,902,819 

5,713,091 

3,n3.S8S 

2,952.599 

399,313 

U2.422 

132.342 

76.203 

1622,636 

553,627 

389,406 

260,637 

42,163 

15,003 

12,407 

7,151 

7.370.448 

6,776.003 

148,883 

706,163 

1,330, 7» 

$776,073 

France     ,        ...      .,,  .    .,., 

COS.  841 

United  Kingdom 

19.013 

Italy 

57.113 

Netherlands 

133,640 

Denmark 

Spoln 

64,030 

5,6U 

Canada . 

30,429 
101 

3,300 

1,216 

120 

13 

Total 

19.(M3,549 

1,873,170 

16,425.785 

1,602,675 

The  United  States  took  about  48.4  per  cent  (in  value)  of  the  half- 
year  shipments  in  1916,  as  against  33.2  per  cent  in  1915;  France 
purchased  38  per  cent  in  1916,  as  against  29.5  per  cent  for  1915; 
the  United  Kingdom,  1.2  per  cent,  as  against  19.7  per  cent;  Italy, 
3.5  per  cent,  as  against  13.3  per  cent;  and  the  Netherlands,  8.3  per 
cent,  as  ngain&t  2.2  per  cent. 

Crop  Betnrns  and  Ontlook. 

There  are  approximately  4,184,650  pounds  of  coffee  in  warehouses 
at  Corinto  and  probably  750,000  pounds  at  interior  points,  practi- 
cally all  of  which  should  be  afloat  before  the  end  of  August.  Ship- 
ments for  July  and  not  included  in  the  table  above  amoimt  to 
approximately  1,200,000  pounds.  In  other  words  there  were  about 
6,134,650  pounds  of  coffee  not  shipped  at  the  end  of  June,  1916. 

In  1915  approximately  94  per  cent  of  Nicaragua's  total  coffee 
exports  for  the  season  left  the  country  before  the  end  of  June.  In 
1910  this  percentage  dropped  to  72.8  per  cent.  The  delay  in  export- 
ing this  year's  crop  is  due  primarily  to  shortage  in  shipping  accom- 
modations to  Europe. 

Prices  for  the  two  years  were  very  nearly  the  same,  with  slightly 
better  figures  for  1916.  The  crop,  although  falling  short  of  expecta- 
tions, surpassed  the  1915  crop  by  about  3,500,000  pounds. 

From  present  indications,  the  1916-17  crop  will  equal  or  slightly 
exceed  the  1915-16  crop. 

First  Direct  American  Shipment  of  Honduran  Hides. 

Under  date  of  August  2  Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle  reports  the  first 
shipment  of  Hondurnn  hides  and  deer  skins  direct  from  Puerto  Cortes 
to  Boston.  Heretofore  such  cargoes  liave  gone  by  way  of  New 
Orleans  or  New  York. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iCX>]CMXBiOB  BEPOBXS. 


719 


FOBJfiOV  TEASE  OFPOBTUlllTIES. 

Beaerred  addreaaea  Buqr  be  obtmlaed  from  tbe  Boxesii  and  its  dlatrlet  aflle««.  Beqaeat 
tar  emcb  importunity  akoold  b«  on  a  aeparate  sheet  and  atete  opportunity  nnntber< 
The  BarcsB  does  not  fnmlali  credit  ntlngs  or  aasome  reaponatbillty  as  to  tbe  standlns 
of  foreign  Inqnlrera ;  tbe  naaal  precantlona  sbonld  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Leather,  copper  wire,  ^c.  No.  22211. — ^The  commercial  atta<di6  of  tlie  Depart^ 
ment  of  Gonomerce  In  France  reports  that  the  head  of  an  organization' 
In  Switzerland  ia  in  the  market  fm  leather  of  all  Idnds  for  'watch  toace- 
lets ;  atoo  for  the  foUoiwing  metals  for  use  in  Swiss  manafactnres :  Cqpper 
wire  for  motora,  German  ailTer  in  slieets  and  bars,  niclcel  of  the  greatest 
purity.  Full  particulars  should  be  stated  as  to  time  of  delivery,  discounts, 
etc.    The  purchaser  is  prepared  to  pay  cash. 

Cabinet  v)oo4.  No.  22212. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  writes  that 
a  mansfacturer  at  furniture  desires  quotations  c.  i.  f.  destlnatton  and 
samples  of  "  Nogal-Saten  "  (walnut)  cabinet  wood.  Beqnlrements  about 
1,000  to  2,000  cubic  meters  per  annum.  The  wood  must  be  in  thiclmess 
of  1,  1},  and  2  inches,  auy  width  and  length.  Correspondence  In  SpanlSIu 
Sample  of  wood  has  been  submitted  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bnrea'n 
or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  79101).  The  manufacturer  Is 
also  interested  in  oak  and  beech  'woods. 

Machinery,  No.  22SSi3. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Argentina  transmits 
the  name  of  a  company  In  his  district  which  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  full  information,  prices,  etc.,  regarding  machinery  and  equipment  for 
slaughter  and  packing  bouses.  (Correspondence  and  catalogues  in  Span- 
ish, if  practicable. 

Agricultural  implementt.  No.  22214.: — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
transmits  the  name  of  a  commercial  traveler  who  desires  to  obtain  the 
reiiresentation  for  southern  France  of  American  manufacturers  of  agrl- 
enltural  Implements.    Clorrespondence  may  be  in  English. 

Lord,  ttareh,  etc.,  No.  22215. — ^A  commission  merchant  and  manufacturers' 
agent  In  on  insular  possession  of  a  foreign  country  asks  the  Bureau  to 
furnish  him  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  principal  producers  of  lord 
with  branches  In  New  York  and  England ;  and  of  manufacturers  of  flour, 
laces,  starch,  shoe  blacking,  and  canned  goods.    References. 

Cotton  gooiB,  etc..  No.  22216. — ^A  man  in  Norway  wishes  to  receive  quotations 
and  samples  of  cotton  drapery  goods,  sheetings,  twills,  drills,  satin,  printed 
goods,  etc. ;  also  of  underwear  and  union  suits. 

Paper,  No.  22217. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  in 
France  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  man  in  Northern  Africa  who  ia 
in  the  market  for  undulated  straw  paper,  and  waxed  or  oiled  paper. 

Laboratorg  instruments,  etc..  No.  22218. — ^The  Bureau  is  informed  that  the  chief 
of  a  laboratory  in  Russia  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  monii* 
facturers  of  diemical  and  bacteriological  laboratory  equipment  and  Instni* 
ments  of  all  kinds,  including  microscopes  and  surgical  iustrnmento,  etc« 
Price  lists  and  catalogues  of  cotton  nrachinery  are  also  desired. 

Coffee  cups,  No.  22219. — ^A  man  in  northern  Africa  is  in  the  market  for  cofCee 
cnps,  accoiTllng  to  a  report  received  from  the  commercial  attach^  of  tbe 
Deportment  of  Commerce  in  France. 


OmCES  OF  THE  BUBEATF  OF  FOS£I(}N  ANB  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 

DIStBICT  OFFICES.  COOPEBATIVE  OFHCES. 

CLETBUND:  Chwakcr  of  Gnumim. 
UMVUNATI:  Chmkfr  of  CoBIWRe. 
CIXCCINATI:  C,  >i.  O.  t  T.  P.  Sy.  Co. 
LOS  AKOELES:  (haialifr  of  Cammtrtt. 
PUIiAVBlPniA :  rbaabrr  of  Oaaterc*. 
OUTTAXOOeA  I  gMlk  Aarrlna  Atrat,  Soath- 
era  By.  Co. 


nw  I0SK:B«(a4M, 

CmCAOO:  SM  Fedvd  BaiMlag. 

ST.  LOUIS:  4«t  TUri  Natleaal  Bsak  BalMlaf. 

AXIdnrA:  Ml  Pest  «flee  BalWv. 

mrw  ^tLBAHS:  1«S0  HIkerala  Bask  BailMar. 

RAH  fSAHOBWt  n7  Caitoadeaw. 

gEAITXE  I  08  Hearr  BalMtat. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOB  GOVEBRMEITT  SUPPLIES  AHD  COHSTBITCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  vbould  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speeldcatlons  can  utuallf 
be  obtained  nt  the  points  where  the  Roods  are  to  be  dellrered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  caseti  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  tenders,  tney 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malllni;  lists  ot  such  offlces  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Cotutruction,  No.  3521. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oflSce  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  2,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  United  States  p(»t 
office  at  Willows,  Cal.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from 
the  custodian  of  site  at  Willows,  Gal.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Conatruction,  No.  3522. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  19,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  United  States  post  office 
at  Warrenton,  Va.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from 
the  custodian  of  site  at  Warrenton,  Ya.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

CmvstrucHon,  No.  3523. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  customhouse,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  until  September  5,  1916,  for 
the  construction  of  about  2,655,000  cubic  yards  of  earthwork.  Further  in- 
formntiun  may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  office. 

Alteratioiu,  No.  3524. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  12,  1916,  for  the  alterations,  etc.,  to  the  building  adjacent  to 
the  United  States  post  office  at  Brooliiyn,  N.  X.  Drawings  and  specifica- 
tions may  be  obtaIne<l  from  the  Supervising  Chief  Engineer,  V27  Custom- 
house Building,  New  York  City,  from  the  custodian  of  the  Brooklyn,  N.  T., 
post  office,  or  at  the  office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Washington,  D.  O. 

Mail-Iiandling  devices,  etc.,  No.  3525. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  October  2,  1910,  for  mail-handling  devices,  etc.,  in  the  United 
States  post  office  nt  Denver,  Colo.,  in  accordance  with  specification  and 
drawing,  copies  of  which  mny  be  obtained  nt  the  office  of  the  Supervising 
Architect.  Washington,  D.  C. 

Machinery,  No.  3526. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  8,  1916,  for  mail-conveying  machinery  in  the  United  States  post 
office  and  courthouse  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  In  accordance  with  specifica- 
tion and  drawing,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  at. the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Washington,  D.  C. 

SvMstenee  supplies,  No.  3527. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelvetl  nt  the  office  of 
the  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
until  August  25,  1916,  for  furnl.shlng  potatoes,  onions,  butter,  oleomar- 
garine, bacon,  ciieese,  ham,  and  yeast 

Rock,  No.  3528. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  U.  S.  Engineer 
Office,  Queen  &  Crescent  Building,  New  Orleans,  La.,  until  September 
20,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  52,000  tons  of  rock.  Further  in- 
formation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Laundry  machinery,  No.  3.529. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medi- 
cal Supply  Depot,  U.  S.  Array,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  OaL,  until 
August  25,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  installing  laundry  machinery  at  the 
Letterinan  General  Hospital,  Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Further  in- 
formation may  be  obtained  from  the  Officer  in  Charge,  Medical  Su[q;>ly 
Depot,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Oak  and  pine  lumber.  No.  3530. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  U.  S. 
Engineer  Office,  Customhouse,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  until  September  11,  1916, 
for  furnishing  about  493,000  feet  pine  and  about  10,000  feet  oak  lumber. 
Further  Information  may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  office. 

Beans,  No.  3531. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  Uie  office  of  the  Quar- 
termaster. U.  S.  Army,  308  Oumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  untU 
August  25,  1916,  for  furiiLshing  and  delivering  60,000  pounds  of  beans. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  of%e. 

WASHINGTON  :  COVBBNUEN'T  PKINTINO  OITICS  :  UU 
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ESTIMATE  OF  FABAQUAT'S  1916  TOBACCO  CBOF. 

Under  date  of  July  14,  C!onsul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley,  of  Asun- 
cion, reports  that  the  official  estimate  of  production  of  tobacco  in 
Paraguay  from  the  1916  crop  places  the  amount  at  22,040,000  pounds, 
as  compared  with  15,704,110  pounds  produced  during  1915. 


.  B01TMANIA  BESTBICTS  USE  OF  MEAT. 
[American  Minister  Charles  J.  Voplcka,  Bucharest,  July  10.] 
A  circular  addressed  by  the  Minister  of  Interior  .to  the  prefects 
of  departments  and  mayors  of  communities  in  Roumania  prohibits 
the  use  of  meat  throughout  the  Kingdom  on  three  days  each  week 
during  summer,  this  prohibition  applying  to  restaurants  and  railway 
stations  as  well  as  to  the  various  health  resorts.  Exception,  how- 
ever, is  made  in  the  case  of  invalids,  who  may  consume  poultry  on 
the  "  meatless  "  days.    The  minister's  circular  reads : 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  during  summer  the  consumption  of  meat  is  not 
as  frequent,  and  that  on  the  other  hand  fresh  vegetables  are  to  be  found  in 
abundance  at  this  time  of  the  year  and  constitute  a  nutriment  which  can  very 
well  replace  meat,  the  Ministry  of  Interior,  upon  the  advice  of  the  Central 
Commission  for  Food  Supplies,  has  decided  that  the  number  of  days  on  which 
no  meat  is  to  be  consumed  will  be  three  per  week,  and  not  two  as  heretofore. 
We,  therefore,  Jjeg  you  to  tolce  the  necessary  measures  in  order  to  prevent  the 
sale  and  consumption  of  meat  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  and 
consequently  not  to  allow  the  slaughtering  of  cattle  In  abattoirs  on  tlie  eve  of 
these  days.  You  will  see 'that  the  measures  are  applied  in  restaurants  and  rail- 
way stations  as  well  as  In  all  health  resorts. 

For  certain  invalids  an  exception  can  be  made  in  order  to  permit  them  to 
coosome  poultry. 

Spaaiflh  Bond  Issue  for  Fort  Works. 

Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yost,  of  Barcelona,  reports  that  the 
Port  Commission  of  Tarragona,  Spain,  has  announced  the  emission 
of  $75,000  worth  of  5  per  cent  30-year  bonds.  These  bonds,  which 
have  a  face  value  of  500  pesetas,  or  $90,  are  to  be  sold  at  par  and  the 
proceeds  used  for  harbor  works. 

B40W-18  721 
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GEBHAinr  HAT  IHTBODUCE  SUKWOSM  INSTJSTBT. 

(Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Dunm,  Alz-la-Cliaiielle,  Jnly  2T.) 

Much  discussion  is  going  on  with  regard  to  the  growing  of  nw 
silk  in  Germany,  thus  making  the  silk  industry  independent  of  oni- 
side  supplies.  However,  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  at  v&rioois 
times  attempts  have  been  made  to  introduce  silkworm  culture,  iMtt 
none  has  been  successful.  The  physical  obstacles  appear  less  serious 
than  the  technical. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  silkworm  and  the  mulberry  tree  \)o& 
thrive  in  Germany,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  feed  the  worms  <m  the 
leaves  of  the  "  Schwarzwurzel "  (comfrey,  Symphytum  o^icinak), 
which  grows  readily  in  this  country.  It  is  said  fcmr  or  five  crops  oi 
cocoons  could  be  secured  during  one  year  instead  of  one,  as  whh 
mulberry  leaves.  A  company,  the  Deutsche  Seidenbau  Gesellschaft, 
has  been  organized,  experiments  are  continually  being  made,  and 
good  results  reported;  the  worms  seem  to  thrive  on  the  leaves  and 
the  silk  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

The  technical  diflSculties  are  not  so  easily  overcome.  Advocates  of 
the  movement  think  that  the  culture  of  the  silkworm  might  give  em- 
ployment to  many  of  the  invalids  and  cripples  made  by  the  war.  The 
spinning  of  the  silk  of  the  cocoons,  however,  requires  much  experience 
and  skill  In  1913  Germany  used  4,300,000  kilos  (9,479,875  American 
pounds)  of  raw  silk,  valued  at  160,000,000  marks  ($38,080,000).  To 
produce  the  necessary  cocoons  for  this  quantity  would  require  the 
labor  of  400,000  people,  and  the  spinning  of  the  cocoons  would  call 
for  20,000  to  25,000  more.  It  seems  quite  impossible  that  within  a 
reasonable  length  of  time  a  sufficient  number  of  people  could  be 
trained  for  this  work,  and  it  is  fesred  the  prodint  would  cost  more 
than  the  imported  raw  silk. 


BOTJTE  FOB  NEW  BAILWA7  IN  COLOMBIA. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  of  Colombia  has  ad<^>ted  for  the 
proposed  railway  from  Cali  to  Popayan  the  route  recommended  by 
a  committee  of  the  Colombian  Society  of  En^eers  in  a  recent  num- 
ber of  the  Diario  Oficial.  This  route,  which  is  almost  wholly  in  the 
valley  of  the  Cauca  River,  was  found  to  be  the  shortest  and  most 

gracticable  of  the  various  routes  suggested  by  the  Pacific  Kailwtj 
lo.  in  a  report  to  the  Colombian  Government  in  1915.  With  the 
completion  of  the  railway  to  Popayan,  the  cap^ital  of  the  DepartmeBt 
of  Cauca  and  the  terminus  of  an  old  commearcial  road  rannin^  sot^ 
through  Ecuador,  an  important  regitm  would  Ije  opened  to  ^i{^[»b^ 
through  the  port  of  Buenaventura. 


FLANS  FOB  SANTO  SOVINOO  CITSTOMHOUSE. 

The  Director  General  of  PuhHc  Works  of  the  Dominican  Repub- 
lic has  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  DcMxiestic  CoBuneree 
n  copy  of  the  plans  and  specifications  for  a  new  reinforced  cuBctcto 
customhouse  at  Santo  Domingo  City,  bids  for  whidh  will  be  opcsni 
at  Santo  Domingo  on  October  24,  1916.  These  plans  and  snecifio- 
tions  may  be  examined  at  the  New  York  district  office  of  the  BnxtM^ 
Room  409,  Customhouse.    Refer  to  file  No.  79349b. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEP0BT8.  728 

LEGISLATION  AHS  FUBUC  WOBES  IN  SALVADOR. 

Amendment  of  Employen'  UablUty  Act. 

The  law  of  1911  fixing  the  responsibility  of  employers  for  accidents 
to  workmen  has  recently  been  modified  by  the  Congress  of  Salvador 
to  api)ly  when  power  machinery  is  used  in  the  following  work :  Con- 
struction and  repair  of  buildings,  including  masonry,  carpentering, 
locksmithing,  sAonecutting,  painting,  agricultural  and  forestry 
work,  and  all  land  and  naval  construction.  Employers  are  also  re- 
sponsible for  accidents  to  their  workmen  engaged  in  cleaning  wells, 
streets,  or  sewers,  in  loading  or  imloadin^,  working  in  warehouses 
and  in  the  coal,  wood,  and  lumber  industries. 

Banks  Inoreaie  Capital. 

The  Banco  Salvadoreno  has  increased  its  reserve  fund  by  $126,000, 
according  to  a  recent  number  of  Centro- America,  and  the  "Banco  Oc- 
cidental nas  increased  its  capital  to  £225,000.  [See  Commerce  Re- 
torts for  May  16, 1916.] 

Water  and  Llffhtlnir  Installations. 

The  town  of  Moncagua  is  to  be  supplied  with  water  by  hydraulic 
power  carrying  21,000  gallons  in  24  hours  a  distance  of  3,900  feet 
and  to  a  height  of  160  feet.  Other  towns  installing  water  systems  are 
San  MigueL^  Ahuachapan,  Usulutan,  Sonsonate,  and  San  Juan 
Nonualco.  Electric  lighting  is  being  installed  in  Coatepeque  and 
San  Vicente,  and  acetylene  lighting  in  Metapan  and  Chalatenango. 

Concession  for  Soap  Factory. 

The  Congress  of  Salvador  has  granted  to  Fabrian  Marciano  Tri- 

fueros  the  exclusive  ri^t  for  five  years  to  manufacture  the  soaps 
aown  as  Kiamol  and  Black  Balsam  of  Salvador.  The  concession, 
as  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  July  29,  states  that  Mr.  Tri- 
gueros  is  the  inventor  of  these  soaps,  ana  the  sole  right  to  exploit 
them  is  granted  as  a  protection  to  a  new  industry. 


TTJBKET  ESTABLISHES  BUBEAUS  OF  ECONOUIC  AITAIBS. 

[Hoffman  Pblllp,  secretary  of  American  Kmbnasy,  Constantinople,  July  21.1 

The  Turkish  Official  Journal  for  July  7/20,  1916,  contains  a  set 
of  regulations  concerning  the  establishment  of  bureaus  of  economic 
affairs  in  the  cities  of  Smyrna,  Broussa,  and  Eski-Shehir.  These 
bureaus  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and 
Agriculture.  Their  duties  will  consist  in  examining  economic  or- 
ganzations  of  a  commercial,  industrial,  or  agricultural  nature  and 
in  assisting  the  exchange  and  distribution  of  imports  and  products 
of  the  country.  Among  the  provisions  contained  in  this  set  of  regu- 
lations is  one  requiring  that  the  directors  of  these  bureaus  shall  spend 
at  least  four  months  in  the  year  traveling  through  their  districts. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  establishing  this  new  branch  of  govern- 
mental assistance  and  control  of  economic  conditions  in  the  Prov- 
inces the  Ottoman  Government  has  selected  the  regions  which  are 
most  highly  developed  in  this  respect  and  which  at  the  same  time 
compose  a  district  offering  some  of  the  best  opportunities  for  further 
development. 
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OHASQES  m  BSmSH  C0I17MBIA  EABBOB  BUSS. 

[Vice  CoDSDl  O.  C.  Woodward.  Taoeovrer,  Aag.  11<) 
A  change  has  been  made  in  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation  of  the 
Harbor  G]mmissioners  of  Vanooaver,  establishing  a  unif<»m  ton- 
nage fee  for  all  classes  of  vessels.  The  principal  requirement  of  sec- 
tion 112  of  the  by-laws,  approved  May  21,  1914,  containing  the  tariff 
charges  and  license  fees  payable  by  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Van- 
couver, provided  that  all  vessels  of  60  tons  regu^er  or  over  diotild 
pay  3  cents  per  ton  register  on  each  entry,  and  vessels  under  SO  tons 
should  pay  a  flat  rate  of  $2.50  for  each  entry,  no  vessel  being  sub- 
ject to  the  payment  of  this  fee  for  more  than  five  entries  in  one 
calendar  year.  In  September,  1814,  the  harbor  commissioners 
amended  these  by-laws  by  eliminating  this  section  entirely.  On 
July  15, 1916,  the  former  section  112  was  rescinded  and  the  following 
substituted : 

Any  VMeel  enterint;  the  harbor  of  Vaneonver,  B.  (X,  shall,  on  maldnft  h» 
entry,  pay  harbor  dues  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Harbor  OommlaaionarB  of 
Vancouver,  B.  C,  at  tlielr  offices  at  the  rate  of  3  cents  per  net  registered  ton, 
for  wliirh  a  receipt  shall  be  given,  but  no  vessel  abaU  pay  on  more  than  fire 
entries  In  any  one  calendar  year. 

There  is  now  no  distinction  based  opon  the  size  or  class  of  a 
vessel.    Three  cents  per  net  ton  is  the  uniform  charge. 

[A  copy  of  the  by-laws  mentioned  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Oommerce,  its  district  or  coopwative  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  79455.]  ■ 

SCABCITY  OF  LABOBEBS  IS  CUlAgAO. 
(Conaul  a«ors«  S. -Menenmltb,  Concao,  Datch  West  ladies,  Aug.  6.] 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  probably  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  island,  there  is  need  for  more  laborers  than  there  are 
now  on  the  island.  The  construction  of  the  petroleum  refinery  near 
Willemstad  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  6,  1915,  and  Apr.  29, 
191G),  gives  steady  employment  to  hundreds  of  laborers  who  formerly 
worked  at  the  docks  m  transshipping  cargo  and  in  coaling  vessels. 
The  withdrawal  of  these  men  has  made  necessary  the  importation  of 
laborers  from  the  neighboring  islands  of  Bonaire  and  Aruba. 

A  cargo  of  coal  from  the  United  States  is  now  being  discharged 
bj  women,  some  150  bein^  necessary.  It  is  said  that  this  is  the  first 
tune  in  the  history  of  the  island  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  emph>y 
women  on  this  land  of  work;  the  circumstance  naturally  aroases 
comment  here. 

irsw  HUNiciPAi  BinLDiiro  ur  coloh. 

[Consul  Jullua  D.  Drcfaer,  Colon,  Panama,  Aug.  9.] 

The  city  of  Colon  has  just  contracted  for  the  erection  of  »  new 
municipal  building,  which  is  to  be  situated  at  the  comer  ot  Broadway 
and  Sixth  Street.  It  will  have  a  frcmtage  of  120  feet  <m  Sixth  Street 
and  will  occupy  two  blocks  with  the  exception  of  tp*06  to  be  de- 
voted to  grass  plats.  It  will  be  a  reinforced-concrete  atracture^  two 
stories  high,  in  the  style  of  the  Italian  Renaissance  with  taodiftes- 
tions. 

The  new  building,  which  is  to  be  as  nearly  fireiMroof  a«  poflBiUc, 
will  cost  $50,000. 
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AHEmCAN  FOUEIOn  TRADE  IN  JITLT. 

American  imports  for  July  were  valued  at  183  million  dollars,  a 
falling  oflF  of  63  million  dollars  compared  witk  June.  July  exports 
amounted  to  446  million  dollars,  a  decrease  of  19  million  dollars 
compared  with  the  previous  month.  But  although  the  total  foreign 
trade  for  the  month  fell  below  that  for  the  record  month  of  June 
it  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  July  by  40  million  dollars,  and  is 
the  July  record  for  American  trade. 

The  foreign  trade  for  the  year  ending  with  July  last  also  marks 
a  new  high  record,  being  6,748  million  dollars,  compared  with  4,540 
million  in  1915.  The  twelve  months'  imports  aggregated  2,237  mil- 
lion dollars,  against  1,658  million  last  year,  and  exports  4,511  mil- 
lion, compared  with  2,883  million  last  year. 

The  favorable  balance  of  trade  for  July  was  263  million  dollars, 
and  for  the  vear,  2,273  million.  A  year  ago  the  export  balance  was 
125  million  for  July  and  1,225  million  for  the  12  months,  while  two 
years  ago  there  was  an  import  balance  of  5^  million  for  the  month 
of  July  and  an  export  balance  of  443  million  for  the  12  montlis. 

Of  the  July  imports,  64.8  per  cent  entered  free  of  duty,  compared 
with  64.5  per  cent  in  July,  1915. 

The  month  showed  a  continuation  of  the  net  inward  gold  move- 
ment. For  July  gold  imports  aggregated  62  million  dollars,  as 
against  gold  exports  of  9  million.  Last  year  July  showed  gold  im- 
ports of  17  million  and  exports  of  2  million,  while  two  years  ago 
July  gold  imports  were  but  3  million,  as  against  gold  exports  of  33 
million  dollars.  The  net  inward  gold  movement  for  the  12  months 
to  August  1,  1916,  aggregated  441  million  dollars,  as  against  71 
million  in  the  preceding  year,  and  a  net  outwaf"d  gold  movement  of 
75  million  in  a  like  period  two  years  ago. 


FBOPOSED  COTTON  INDTTSTSY  FOS  LTON. 

[Consul  J.  E.  Jones,  Lyon,  France,  July  20'.] 

Most  of  the  French  cotton-spinning  mills  are  located  in  the  north- 
em  and  northeastern  portions  of  France,  now  occupied  by  the  Ger- 
mans. Thus,  for  the  moment,  France  is  not  manufacturing  cotton 
-textiles  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  its  local  demands,  and  prices 
have  greatly  increased. 

France  receives  almost  all  of  its  cotton  yams  from  England,  al- 
though small  quantities  come  from  Egypt  and  India.  In  1915  France 
imported  cotton  yam  to  the  value  of  234,170,000  francs  ($45,195,000), 
against  20,893,000  francs  ($4,032,000)  for  the  preceding  year.  This 
enormous  increase  is  due  wholly  to  the  closing  of  the  spinning  mills 
of  northern  France. 

There  have  been  several  projects  to  organize  a  cotton-spinning  in- 
dustry in  the  Lyonnaise  region.  Heretofore  financial  and  other  dif- 
ficulties have  proved  too  great  an  obstacle  to  success,  but  after  the 
war  a  determined  effort  will  be  made  to  create  an  extensive  spinning 
industry  here.  Lyon  produces  tissues  of  silk  and  cotton  mixed, 
chiefly  destined  for  oriental  countries  (China,  Manchuria,  the  In- 
dies) ,  and  some  cotton  velvets  and  Georgette  crepes,  but  there  is  no 
factory  making  a  specialty  of  cotton  tissues. 
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EZPOBTS  FBOH  SOUTH  HfDIA  TO  USITED  STATES. 
tConcal  louden  UcmmlnBer,  Uadras,  J«ly  14.] 

The  value  of  articles  exerted  to  the  United  States  fnHU  the 
Madras  Presidency  in  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1916,  as  de- 
clared in  invoices  certified  at  the  Madras  consulate  wa«  $4,995,597, 
or  $477,245  more  than  for  the  entire  calendar  year  1915.  Aa  this 
latter  was  a  record  year  and  the  value  of  exports  greatly  exceeded 
the  amount  in  1914  it  appears  that  the  export  trade  of  South  India 
with  tlie  United  States  is  steadily  increasing — or,  at  any  rate,  that 
there  is  a  favorable  market  for  South  Indian  produce  in  America 
at  the  present  time. 

Skins  Bank  First — Oil,  Pepper,  and  Coir  Tara. 

Ajiproximately  half  of  the  total  exports  to  the  United  States  from 
the  Madras  Presidency  consists  of  goat  and  sheep  skins,  either  raw 
or  in  the  partly  manufactured  state  known  as  tanned  or  dressed. 
In  the  half  year  under  review  there  were  exported  275,028  pieces 
of  dry-salted  goat  skins,  valued  at  $169,601;  88,000  pieces  of  dry 
goat  skins,  vauied  at  $24,043;  and  8,567,620  pieces  of  tanned  goat 
and  sheep  skins,  viilued  at  $2,233,077.  All  shipments  of  skins  are 
from  Madras.  The  bulk  of  these  skins  go  to  Boston,  where  they  are 
converted  into  finished  leather  for  shoe  nuinufacture,  belt  making, 
bookbinding,  and  other  purposes. 

The  next  largest  items  or  export  to  the  United  States  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  current  year  were:  Coconut  oil,  5,920,407 
pounds,  value,  $061,831;  black  and  white  pepper,  3,907,093  pounds, 
value,  $603,156 ;  and  coir  yarn,  6,781,538  pounds,  value,  $287,982.  All 
are  products  of  the  tvest  coast  of  the  Presidency,  and  Cochin  is  the 
principal  port  of  shipment.  [The  pepper  trade  of  South  India 
was  described  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Feb.  1,  1916.]  The  Telli- 
cherry  and  AUeppey  grades  are  well  known  in  the  world  markets. 
A  considerable  trade  with  America  in  coconut  oil  has  grown  up  in 
recent  years.  In. addition  to  its  uses  for  the  preparation  of  nut 
butter,  margarine,  soap,  pomades,  etc.,  the  product  has  been  especially 
in  demand,  it  is  said,  for  the  making  of  glyoerine  for  munitions. 
Exports  to  the  United  States  in  the  calendar  year  1915  amounted 
to  6,265,097  pounds,  worth  $593,558. 

Hatoral  Indigo  and  Other  Leading  Articles. 

The  European  war,  by  shutting  out  synthetic  dyes  from  most 
countries,  has  caused  a  revival  of  the  indigo  industry  in  India,  and 
Madras  indigo  has  found  a  good  market  in  the  United  States.  Ex- 
ports during  the  half  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  totaled  121,492 
pounds,  valued  at  $242,661 ;  in  1915  they  aggregated  70,191  pounds, 
valued  at  $107,882.  The  textile  mills  of  NewEngland  are  among  the 
largest  users  of  Madras  indigo.  The  price  of  the  raw  product  in 
Madras  at  the  end  of  May  was  8  rupees  ($2.60)  per  pound.  [Among 
other  references  in  Commerce  Beforts  to  India's  revived  natoraf 
indigo  industry  were  the  reviews  in  the  issues  for  Jan.  28,  OoL  11^ 
and  Dec.  31, 1915.] 

Other  leading  articles  of  South  Indian  produce  exported  to  Um 
United  States  m  January-June,  1916,  were,  in  the  order  of  Ukeir 
importance,  sandalwood   (1,213,474  pounds,  value,  $S^,844) ;  mix 
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Tomics,  turmeric,  copra  ($83,791) ;  palmyra  fiber  ($52,650) ;  rubber 
(80,352  pounds,  value,  $46,801) ;  semia  leaves  (319,349  poimds,  value, 
$46,307) ;  coir  mats  and  mattings  ($20,945) ;  lemon-grass  oil,  ginger, 
and  chillies. 

HOW  THE  WAS  HAS  APFECTED  THE  WOSLD'S  BTFSINESS. 

How  the  war  has  affected  business  in  the  principal  belligerent  and 
neutral  countries  is  shown  in  a  report  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  for  Senator  Simmons,  chairman  of 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Finance.  The  countries  covered  are  the 
United  States,  Canada,  England,  France,  Germany,  Austria- 
HunjgaiT,  Italy,  Russia,  Spain,  Sweden,  Argentina,  Brazil,  Australia, 
British  India,  British  South  Africa,  Egypt,  and  Japan.  The  follow- 
ing general  conclusions  are  drawn: 

Business  activities  were  fairly  normal  in  the  various  countries  of 
the  world  during  the  two  years  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

In  every  coimtry,  including  the  United  States,  there  was  a  decided 
decline  in  business  activity  alter  July,  1914. 

The  period  of  business  depression  following  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  lasted  from  four  to  six  months  in  most  of  the  neutral  countries. 
In  the  belligerent  counti-ies  the  upward  trend  did  not  begin  until 
the  last  few  months  in  1915. 

There  was  a  slight  depression  in  business  activity  in  the  United 
States  in  the  latter  part  of  1913  and  early  in  1914,  but  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1914  there  were  signs  of  recovery.  The  outbreak  of 
the  war,  however,  caused  a  decided  decline. 

The  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  period,  April,  1916,  had 
entered  upon  a  period  of  business  activity  which  has  had  no  parallel 
in  the  history  of  the  country. 

To  indicate  the  business  activities  of  the  various  countries  covered 
by  the  report,  statistics  are  printed  showing  imports  and  exports 
of  merchandise,  imports  and  exports  of  gold,  receipts  of  railways, 
bank  clearings,  business  failures,  postal,  telegraph,  and  telephone 
receipts,  building  operations,  production  of  pig  iron,  and  prices  of 
commodities.  Complete  figures  could  not  be  obtained  for  all  coun- 
tries, but  as  the  report  stands  it  contains  the  most  complete  and 
reliable  collection  of  statistics  and  diagrams  that  have  been  issued 
on  the  subject  under  one  cover  since  the  war  started. 

The  report  has  been  published  as  Senate  Document  No.  477,  and 
contains  75  pages. 

HUNICIPAL  ELECTBICAL  EHTEBFBISE  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brrinswick,  Aug.  12.1 

The  municipalities  of  Richibucto  and  Rexton,  in  Kent  County, 
TSeyr  Brunswick,  are  at  the  present  time  engaged  jointly  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  dam  on  the  Kouchibougunc  River  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  two  towns  with  electric  light  and  power.  The  plant 
will  be  designed  to  develop  about  250  horsepower,  and  the  entire 
scheme  calls  for  the  expenditure  of  $25,000  to  $30,000.  Work  on  the 
dam  is  well  under  way,  the  station  has  been  begun,  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  commissioners  may  be  in  position  to  furnish  light  by  the  end 
of  1916. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


728  OOMMSBOB  BEPOBOB. 

COTTOH  SITUATIOV  IS  GEBXAVY. 
(Consul  Henrr  C.  A.  DaauD,  Alx  It  Chttpdle,  Jtllr  ilT.l 

The  cotton  spinning  and  weaving  indufstry  in  and  around  Mue&- 
chen-Gladbach  is  much  less  employed  than  it  was  this  time  last  year. 
War  orders  ai-e  not  nearly  so  large  as  a  year  ago,  because  the  mili- 
tary authorities  seem  to  have  supplies  on  hand  which  now  need  only 
to  be  supplemented  and  replaced.  There  is  practically  no  work  for 
civilian  needs  on  account  of  tlie  lack  of  raw  material  not  subject  to 
confiscation. 

The  prices  of  cotton  three-cylinder  yarns  made  of  American  fiber 
now  prevailing  at  Muenchen-Gladbacn  are,  per  avoirdupois  pound, 
f.  o.  b.  mill :  Cops,  No.  24  English,  extra,  $0,407  to  $0.411 ;  No.  20, 
$0,385  to  $0,394;  No.  16,  $0,379  to  $0,387;  No.  12,  $0,374  to  $0,888; 
Nos.  4  to  10,  $0.37  to  $0,379.  For  yarns  of  American  fiber  mixed  with 
other,  but  at  least  one-third  American,  No.  20,  $0,372  per  pound. 
For  yarns  less  than  one-third  American,  also  yarns  of  East  Indian 
or  similar  fiber,  and  yarns  with  the  addition  of  lintet«,  artificial  cot- 
ton, and  other  fibers  not  cotton.  No,  20,  $0,359  per  pound  on  cops. 
Coarser  yams  are  correspondingly  cheaper. 

Prices  for  free  (from  confiscation)  or  imported  yarns,  per  avoirdu- 
pois pound:  No.  20,  extra,  $0,897  to  $0,901:  No.  16,  water,  $0,894  to 
$0,898;  No.  12,  water,  $0,891  to  $0,896.  [Yarn  prices  of  July,  1915, 
were  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  24, 1915,  p.  956.] 

The  following  maximum  prices  per  pound  are  quoted  for  raw 
materials:  Raw  cotton — fully  middling,  American,  $0,286;  Bengal 
fine,  $0,227.  Cotton  waste — American  and  Egyptian  strips  and 
combings,  $0,216  to  $0,248;  linters,  $0,194.  By  reason  of  the  scarcity 
of  raw  material  and  the  high  cost  of  ^yarns,  prices  for  finished  cott(m 
goods  are  highj  but  the  demand  remains  good  for  all  classes  of  tricot, 
woven,  and  knit  articles. 
SpinBinK  Profits— Bng^sted  latrodnotton  of  Xetrio  System. 

The  Crefelder  Baumwollspinnerei  Actien  Gesellechaft  earned  * 
dividend  of  8  per  cent  in  1916.  At  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
held  some  months  ago  it  was  stat«d  that  the  mill  is  supplied  with 
sufficient  raw  material  to  keep  it  going  until  the  end  of  this  year, 
under  the  present  limitations  as  to  working  hours  and  use  of  mate- 
rial. The  concern  formerly  used  Egyptian  raw  cotton  but  is  now 
working  with  American.    It  is  producing  yams  as  fine  as  No.  140. 

The  question  of  substituting  the  metric  system  for  the  Enriish 
system  of  numbering  cotton  yarns  is  being  widely  discussed  in  Ger- 
many. A  committee  of  German  cotton-spinning  organizations,  repre- 
senting 9(5  per  cent  of  the  12.000,000  spindles  m  the  Empire,  met  in 
January  last  and  decided  unanimously  to  recommend  to  tae  Imperial 
Government  the  introduction  of  the  metric  system  of  numbering 
yarns,  allowing  due  time  for  effecting  the  change.  The  oumnittee 
and  certain  Government  authorities  consider  the  present  time  favor- 
able for  making  the  change.  To  accomplish  it  Germany  must  pro- 
duce the  necessary  machinery,  and  therefore,  it  is  argu^  tiie  change 
to  the  metric  system  should  be  made  now,  so  that  the  madunes  can 
be  built  accordingly.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  MuewAea- 
Gladbach  has  declared  against  the  proposition,  taking  the  view  ibat 
such  a  radical  change  could  be  effected  through  international  agree- 
ment only. 
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Maximnm  Prices  for  itaw  Otftton  aad  Tanu. 

On  May  26,  1916,  the  following  maximum  prices  for  raw  cotton 
and  cotton  yams  established  by  the  GhcTemment  went  into  effect : 

Table  I.  (a)  Raw  cotton,  American :  Ordinary,  $0.281 ;  good  ordi- 
nary, $0.26;  low  middling,  $0,266;  middling,  good  color,  28  milli- 
meters (1.10236  inches),  $0.28;  fully  middling,  good  color,  28  milli- 
meters, $0,287;  good  middling,  good  color,  28  millimeters,  $0,293; 
fully  good  middling,  good  color,  28  millimeters,  $0,298;  middling 
fair,  good  color,  28  millimeters,  $0,304.  For  variations  as  to  class, 
Staple,  and  color  tiie  customary  increases  and  decreases  are  allowed. 

The  maximum  prices  for  East  Indian  cotton  range  from  $0,226 
to  $0,251.  For  African,  especially  Egyptian  and  sea-island  cotton, 
tlte  range  of  prices  is  from  $0^83  to  $0.54,  the  latter  being  for  the 
best  class  of  sea  island.  For  the  best  grade  of  Asiatic  cotton  the 
maximnm  price  is  $0.28,  and  for  Peruvian  and  Brazilian  cotton 
$0.^324.    Lower  grades,  corre^ondingly  cheaper. 

{b)  Linters,  best  linters,  fancy,  Bremen  ^andard,  fit  for  spinning, 
$0,194. 

(c)  Cotton  waste — strips  and  combings,  best  quality,  $OJ248;  other 
waste  of  Egyptian  growth,  $0,216. 

(d)  Artificial  (reworked)  cotton,  from  $0,194  to  ^.243,  according 
to  material  and  quality. 

Table  II.  (I)  Cotton  yarns,  ordinaryj  three-cylinder  system,  on 
cops:  (1)  American  cotton.  No  20  (English),  $0,394;  if  from  cotton 
of  fullv  good  middling  and  better,  $0,415.  (2)  Of  at  least  one- 
third  American  cottonj  No.  20,  $0,872.  (8)  Less  than  one-third 
American  cotton,  or  entirely  of  East  Indian  or  similar,  or  containing 
linters,  waste,  or  artificial  cotton,  $0,362.  Prices  for  yarns  above  or 
below  No.  20  are  higher  or  lower  than  the  No.  20  quotations  accord- 
ing to  a  fixed  schedule. 
Quotations  on  Otber  Grades. 

(II)  Bigogne  yarn  on  cops,  No.  6  Englisli,  $0,351. 

(III)  Two-cyhnder  yarns,  on  cops.  No.  6,  $0,351. 

(IV)  The  maximum  prices  for  yams  of  Egyptian  or  sea-island 
cotton  depend  upon  kind  of  yams,  whether  carded  or  combed,  and 
upon  wages  for  spinning. 

(V)  Yarns  from  waste,  artificial  cotton,  or  a  mixture  of  both,  on 
cops.  No.  6,  vary  according  to  method  or  spinning  and  quality  of 
material  from  $0,226  to  $0,302. 

As  in  Group  I  the  prices  for  II,  III,  and  V  increase  and  decrease 
as  to  finer  or  coarser  grades,  x-espectivwy. 

(VI)  ITireads,  knitting,  and  darning  yams,  twice  or  more  twisted, 
have  the  same  maximum  prices  as  ordinary  yarns,  with  the  following 
additions  per  pound:  Up  to  No.  12  English,  $0,052;  Nos.  14/20, 
$0,069;  Nos.  24/26,  $0,076;  Nos.  28/32,  $0,086;  No.  36,  $0,103;  Noe. 
40/^,  $0,112;  Nos.  50/54,  $0,138;  No.  60,  $0,162;  No.  80,  $0,216; 
No.  100,  ^.27;  No.  120,  $0,334;  No.  139,  $0,431.  Numbers  140  and 
above  are  not  subject  to  maximum  prices. 

(VII)  Yarns  and  threads  improved  in  any  way,  as  dyed,  mcrcer- 
i^d,  €^c.,  are  subjected  to  a  suitable  increase  in  price.  Compensa- 
tion  for  loss  in  weight  to  7  per  cent  is  allowed. 
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L)   Yam  and  thread  waste,  best  white  or  Egyptian   (mnko) 
threads,  $0,178. 
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FOBEIOH  TASIFFS. 
AirSTKALIA. 

[Statutory  Bales,  1016.  No.  103.] 
KarkittK  of  Infants'  Poods. 

The  following  new  regulations  have  been  issued  under  the  Com- 
merce (Trade  Descriptions)  Act,  1905,  replacing  those  promulgated 
in  1913  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  10,  p.  97)  : 

"  In  the  cnse  of  infants'  food,  which,  when  prepared  as  directed  by  any 
Btnteiuent  or  statements  In  the  trade  description  applied  thereto  (1)  does  not 
conform  approximately  in  proportional  composition  to  human  milk,  in  regard  to 
fat,  protelds,  and  sugars,  or  contains  starch  in  excess  of  1  per  cent,  there  sliall 
be  written  the  words  '  This  food  should  not  be  given  to  infants  under,  the  age 
of  six  months,  except  under  medical  direction,'  in  bold  sans-serif  capital  letters 
of  not  less  than  six  points  face  measurement  The  said  words  shall  be  the  first 
words  on  the  label  and  no  other  words  shall  be  written  on  the  same  line  or 
lines ;  (2)  contains  starch  -in  a  proportion  not  exceeding  1  per  cent,  but  other- 
wise conforms  approximately  In  proportional  composition  to  human  milk  in 
regard  to  fat,  protelds,  and  sugars,  there  shall  be  written  the  words  '  This  food 
should  not  be  given  to  infants  under  the  age  of  one  month  exc^t  under  medical 
direction,'  in  bold  sans-serif  capital  letters  of  not  less  than  six  points  face 
measurement  The  said  words  shall  be  the  first  words  on  the  label,  and  no 
other  words  shall  be  written  on  the  same  line  or  lines." 

It  is  also  provided  that  infants'  food  shall  not  contain  "  any  woody 
fiber,  nor  any  mineral  substance  which  is  insoluble  in  acid,  nor  any 
preservative  substance."    Infants'  food  is  defined  to  be  "  any  food  de- 
scribed or  sold  as  an  article  of  food  suitable  for  infants." 
Itarklns  of  Articles  of  Apparel. 

It  is  now  required  that  the  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  principal 
material  of  which  articles  of  clothing  are  composed  shall,  wherever 
practicable,  be  applied  by  means  of  indelible  stamping. 

[The  regulations  set  forth  in  Tariff  Series  No.  17B  (supplement  to 
.Customs  Tariff  of  Australia)  are  modified  in  accordance  with  the 
above  changes.] 

CANADA. 

[Customs  Memorandum  No.  2024B,  July  17.] 
Bemoval  of  Prohibition  on  Animal  Products  from  IlUnois. 

The  prohibition  of  the  importation  into  Canada  of  various  animal 
products,  as  well  as  of  hay,  straw,  fodder,  and  manure,  from  the  State 
of  Illinois  has  been  repealed  by  a  ministerial  order  in  effect  July 
17,  1916.  [This  prohibition,  which  was  occamoned  by  the  presence 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  the  United  States,  was  put  into  effect 
November  9, 1914  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  {>.  65),  and  was 
at  first  applicable  to  such  imports  from  the  entire  United  States.  It 
.•was  limited  in  January,  1916,  however,  to  products  imported  from 
■Illinois.]  

PBEHCE  IKSO-CHIZrA. 
[Consul  Lawrence  P.  Briggg,  Saigon,  June  6.] 
Temporary  Beductlon  on  Condensed  Hilk. 

By  a  decree  of  the  Governor-General  of  French  Indo-China,  dated 
May  19,  1916,  condensed  milk  and  malted  milk  of  United  States  or 
'Australian  origin  are  to  be  admitted  into  that  colony  at  the  minimum 
rates  of  duty  until  October,  1916.  [Under  the  French  customs 
tariff,  to  which  most  imports  into  French  Indo-China  are  subject, 
condensed  milk  from  the  United  States  is  dutiable  under  the  general 
tariff  at  a  much  higher  rate  than  imports  from  countries  entitled  to 
the  minimum  tariff.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOXUXSOE  BEFOBTS.  781 

«BEECE. 
CBoMd  of  Tnule  Joornal,  July  20.] 
Akrecatian  of  Turiff  laoreaM. 

The  increase  of  10  per  cent  in  the  duties  on  articles  imported  into 
Greece  (see  Commxbce  Bepobtb  for  July  21,  1916)  has  been  with- 
drawn and  the  extra  duties  already  collected  are  to  be  refunded. 

FEBir. 
Tobaooo  Uvavpoly. 

A  very  interesting  report  relative  to  the  state  monopoly  of  tobacco 
in  force  in  Peru  has  been  received  from  Commercial  Attache  William 
F.  Montavon,  Lima,  and  a  copy  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested 
upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

nvutXA. 

[Vice  ConsDl  Felix  Cole,  P«trograd,  Uay  30.1 
Temporary  Kednction  on  Paper. 

The  import  duty  on  paper  of  all  kinds  not  specified  in  the  Bussian 
customs  tariff  [tariff  No.  1775(b)]  has  been  reduced  from  6.60  to 
0.825  ruble  per  pood,  the  lower  rate  to  remain  in  effect  until  the  end 
of  the  war  (ruble,  par  value,  $0,515:  pood,  36.1128  pounds).  [Paper 
bearing  watermarks  is  not  adioiiUed  at  the  reduced  rate.] 

gAIVADOS. 

Kednctloii  on  Silot. 

The  American  Legation  at  San  Salvador  has  transmitted  a  decree 
published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  for  March  28, 1916j  providing  for  the 
tree  admission  into  Salvador  of  silos  of  galvanized  Iron  or  steel, 
together  with  tiieir  bolts,  rivets,  and  accessories,  which  were  for- 
merly dutiable  at  $0.03  per  kilo.  Such  articles  are  still  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  customhouse  charges  for  handling,  etc. 

[Dlarto  Ofldal,  Apr.  X2.] 
EsemptUm  of  Hews  rrint  Paper. 

A  decree  of  April  11,  1916,  transmitted  by  the  American  Legation 
at  San  Salvador  exempts  from  import  duty  ordinary  news  print 
paper  imported  into  Salvador,  which  was  formerly  subject  to  a  duty 

of  $0.03  per  kilo. 

[Dlarto  OBelal,  May  26.1 

KedvetloBs  on  Tar  and  Btareb. 

According  to  presidential  decrees  dated  May  24,  1916,  the  duties 
on  tar  and  on  starch  imported  into  Salvador  have  been  reduced  from 
$0.10  to  $0.02  per  kilo. 

VZV6VA.Y. 

[Dlarto  Oflctal,  Jan.  11.] 
SienptiOBf  In  Vaver  of  Keat-PaeldBr  Indnstiy. 

An  Uruguayan  law  of  January  8,  1916,  extends  for  five  years  the 
period  during  which  building  material  and  machinery  for  the  con- 
struction of  meat-packing  establishments  are  to  be  acunitted  free  of 
dirty  into  Uruguay.  The  exemption  from  duty  of  such  articles  was 
preriously  authorized  for  a  period  of  five  years  by  a  law  of  July  13, 
1911  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  4,  p.  15). 
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CHILEAH  DEMAND  FOB  FAFEB  AHD  BOOKS. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  TalparaUo,  Joly  IT.] 

Practically  the  only  size  of  bo<^  paper  known  in  Chile  is  77  by  110 
centimeters  (30|  by  43|  inches).  Glazed  and  M.  G.  printings  run 
from  25  to  50  kilos,  principally  25  to  35  kilos  (kilo=2.2  pounds). 
Azure  laid  book  papei-s  for  countinghouse  books  (ledgers,  etc)  run 
from  45  to  65  kuos  in  the  size  mentioned.  All  measurement  are 
expressed  in  the  metric  system. 

The  imit  of  paper  measure  is  the  ream  of  500  sheets.  Beam 
weight  b  the  weight  per  ream  of  paper  measuring  77  by  110  centi- 
meters, and  only  this  one  standard  of  weight  is  used.  The  only  aze 
paper  quoted  in  inches  which  can  ordinarily  be  substituted  for  77  by 
110  centimeters  is  30  by  40  inches. 

The  preferred  packing  for  print  and  book  papers  exported  to  Chile 
is  to  have  reams  in  paper  wrappers  baled  in  sacks  of  about  250  kilos. 

Chilean  printers,  in  general,  Duy  their  paper  from  importing  and 
jobbing  houses,  as  very  few  of  them  would  be  in  a  position  to  estab- 
lish a  foreign  credit. 

I  am  informed  that  the  sizes  of  paper  used  in  Chile  do  not  corre- 
spond with  the  standards  of  the  other  South  American  countries. 
Chile's  Purchase*  of  Books  in  Poreign  Countries. 

The  countries,  in  order  of  importance,  which  have  supplied  the 
books  purchased  abroad  for  the  Chilean  market  in  the  past  three 
years  were:  In  1913,  Great  Britain,  Germany,  United  States,  Spain, 
and  France;  in  1914,  Germany,  Spain,  United  States,  France,  and 
Great  Britain;  in  1915,  Spain,  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Argentina. 

From  Spain  is  received  the  major  part  of  books  in  Spanish ;  those 
from  Great  Britain  are  principally  in  English  and  those  from  the 
United  States  are  principally  technical  and  scientific  works.  The 
English  books  i-eceived  here  are  principally  cheap  colonial  editions  of 
English  novels  or  of  translations  into  English.  The  Spanish  books 
also  are  very  cheap  editions,  most  of  which  can  be  retailed  here  from 
60  to  90  cents.  United  States  currency.  The  market  for  higher-priced 
books  in  any  language  is  small  except  for  those  on  technical  subjects. 

The  books  received  from  Germany  are  in  different  languages  and 
come  principally  from  some  of  the  polyglot  publishing  houses  of 
Leipzig.  These  are  reprints  of  more  expensive  foreign  editions. 
There  is  also  a  steady  demand  for  French  books,  ordinarily  of  the 
novel  type,  in  paper  covers,  sold  in  Paris  at  retail  for  3  francs  50 
centimes  ($0.68)  and  sold  locally  at  retail  for  about  90  cents,  United 
States  currency. 
Conditions  Under  Which  American  Books  Can  Be  Sold. 

If  in  the  United  States  we  can  produce  foreign  editions  (th^e 
exclusively  for  sale  outside  of  the  country)  at  a  price  which  will 
compete  with  those  published  by  Spanish,  French,  English,  and  Ger- 
man publi^ing  houses,  they  should  find  a  fair  market  in  Chile, 
even  though  most  of  the  principal  booksellers  are  of  British  or 
German  nationality.  There  is  practically  no  market,  however,  for 
American  novels  in  editions  which  retail  at  home  for  $1  to  $1.50, 
United  States  currency,  per  volume.  For  primary  and  secondary 
schools  the  American  textbooks  which  have  been  translated  into 
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Spanish,  so  far  as  this  office  has  any  knowledge,  are  too  well  done 
uid  too  expendvely  made  and  bonnd. 

School  books  in  general  are  printed  in  the  country  and  are  edited 
by  Chilean  educators.  It  is  improbable  that  any  general  adoption 
oi  American  school  books  could  be  eflfected  in  Chile.  Some,  now- 
ever,  are  imported  from  Paris  and  Leipzig.  They  are  imported 
bound  and  not  in  sheets  for  completion  in  local  binderies. 

Halftone  plates  are  made  in  Chile,  the  metal  plates  of  zinc,  copper, 
etc.,  being  imported.  All  other  raw  material  for  plate  making  is 
imported,  and  the  work  of  producing  the  block  (line,  halftone,  three- 
color,  etc.)  is  done  locally. 

In  general,  Chile  knows  very  little  about  American  graphic  arts. 
The  country  is  far  more  a  disciple  of  Germany  and  England,  though 
in  general  both  English  and  German  work  of  this  tyjw  is  reproduced 
and  not  imported. 

[A  classified  list  of  the  paper  Imports  of  Chile,  witli  countries  of  origin,  to- 
cher with  other  Informntion  regarding  the  trade,  was  inciudctl  in  Special 
Goiuralar  Reports  No.  T3,  "Paper  and  Stationery  Trade  of  the  World,"  which 
may  be  obtained  at  50  cents  per  copy  from  the  district  or  cooperative  offices  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C] 


AKSBICAir  CONSTTLAE  OfFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABISINCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion o( 
venoe. 

Address. 

iBttle  T  D  

Huddetsfield,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica. . . . 

Chefoo,  China 

Sept    5 
Sept    1 

Ang.  30 

Sept     1 

Oct     1 
Sept  10 
Sept    1 
Oct.     I 
Sept  30 
Oct.   14 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  IS 

KMtsrson,  WllUam  W 

Baker  E.  Carlton 

Carrollton,  ky. 

*^!Son?r>.2!'    ""^    ^"^^''' 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street    Ba. 

Mo>nafi;han,  J.  c, 

Jewell,  John  F 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Galena,  III. 

Kemper,  Graham  H 

Eriurt,' Qermauy 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
Port  Antonio,  Jamaica. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vanoonver,  Canada.. . . 

Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  a 
27  South  Hawk  Street.  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Uub,  KaosasClty,  Mo. 
Kssex.  Iowa. 

Haaeltliie,  R<as.....' 

Lalag,  Jaines  OUver 

Leowd,  Walter  A 

OAome.  Jgbo  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

UnoiMil,  Robert  E 

RuSTlIle,Ind.        •           "•      •"•^' 

Addresses  of  Chileaa  Farmers  sad  Kanafactorers. 

The  Government  of  Chile  has  asked  the  national  agricultural  and 
industrial  societies  for  a  list  of  Chilean  producers  who  desire  to  do 
business  with  the  United  States.  This  list  will  be  sent  to  the  Chilean 
oonsel  general  in  the  United  States,  who  is  continually  receiving 
re<]Qe8ts  for  such  addresses  from  American  merchants  and  exporters. 
ISProgreso  Nacional  for  June  urges  all  Chileans  interested  in  foreign 
trade  to  send  in  their  names. 
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OSEGON  POST  SEEKS  BETTEB  SHIPPIHO  FAdUTIES. 

[Commercial  agent  In  charge  of  branch  office,  Borea<i  of  Fortign  and  Domeitic  Commeree, 

Seattle.] 

Recognizing  the  need  of  better  shipping  facilities,  particularly 
for  Columbia  Kiver  traffic,  and  determined  to  take  some  action  look- 
ing to  improvement,  about  40  of  Portland's  representative  busi- 
ness meti  met  with  the  directorate  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
and  adopted  plans  which,  it  is  believed,  will  solve  the  question. 

There  are  being  built  in  Portland  and  its  vicimty  by  private 
capital  about  $5,0M),000  worth  of  ships,  but  these  are  not  all  destined 
to  operate  from  that  port  or  from  Columbia  River  points.  With 
the  view  of  financing  a  shipbuilding  company  for  the  construction 
of  ships  to  operate  between  Portland  and  Alaska,  Puget  Sound,  San 
Francisco,  and  other  ports  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  this  project  was  in- 
augurated. 

The  plan  is  to  raise  a  tax  of  1  mill  a  year  for  five  years,  the  fund 
to  be  disposed  of  by  the  commissioner  of  docks,  port  of  Portland, 
or  a  special  shipping  commission  authorized  by  legislative  act,  in 
the  form  of  a  subsidy  or  bonus  for  steamship  lines  that  will  give  the 
service  needed. 

Propose  Extraordinary  Efforts  to  Begrain  Xost  Shipping. 

It  was  claimed  that  the  war  in  Europe  was  responsible ,  for  loss 
of  shipping  at  Portland,  and  that  the  trend  in  the  Northwest  set 
against  them  in  earlier  days,  on  account  of  inadequate  channels. 
Now  that  they  have  suitable  channels,  it  was  declared  to  be  impera- 
tive that  tliey  use  extraordinary  means  to  regain  lost  shipping  and 
that  Portland  take  a  fair  share  of  future  increases. 

The  P'ederal  Government  has  expended  more  than  $15,000,000  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  to  make  the  great  channel  through 
which  to  enter  the  Columbia  River  basin.  Other  millions  are  being 
spent  by  the  Government  to  finish  the  river  channels  between  Port- 
land and  the  entrance,  and  the  belief  was  expressed  by  those  present 
nt  the  meeting  that  strong  efforts  should  be  made  to  obtain  sufficient 
capital  for  perfecting  plans  that  will  make  these  waterways,  con- 
structed at  such  great  outlay,  serviceable  to  the  community,  with 
fleets  of  steamships  operating  there. 

ABGENTOrE-BOLiyiAN  BAILWAY  CONSTBTTCIIOIT. 

(Consul  William  Uaimon,  Jr.,  Bosarlo,  June  28.] 

By  a  decree  of  June  24,  1916,  the  Argentine  Government  has  ap- 
proved the  plans  and  estimates  prepared  by  the  Administration  of 
State  Railways  for  the  extension  of  the  Central  Norte  line  to  the 
Bolivian  frontier  to  meet  the  La  Quiaca-Tupiza  line.  The  plans 
call  for  the  construction  of  1,568  feet  of  track,  a  culvert  and  a 
stone  bridge  across  the  La  Quiaca  River,  and  an  expenditure  of 
$30,109.  This  includes  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  bridge,  as  the 
Bolivian  Government  will  pay  the  other  half. 

Samples  of  soap  for  washing  purposes,  such  as  would  find  a  mar- 
ket in  Aden,  Arabia,  have  been  forwarded  by  Vice  Consul  A.  G. 
Watson,  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperate  offices.     Refer  to  file  No. 

78808. 
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OOVEBXrHERT  FUBUCAnOKS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publioations  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  at  Washington,  daring  the 
week  ended  August  19 : 

Standards  for  Electric  Service  (Standards  Bureau  Circular  56). — ■ 
Surrey  of  State  and  mimicipal  regulations,  with  ordinances  which 
are  suggested  for  adoption  by  PubUc  Service  Commissions.  Price, 
45  cents. 

Determination  of  Aluminum  as  Oxide  (Standards  Bureau  Scien- 
tific Papers  286). — ^Treats  of  the  precipitation  of  aluminum  hydrox- 
ide, washing  the  precipitate,  separation  from  other  elements,  igni- 
tion and  weighing  of  the  precipitate,  with  conclusions  drawn  from 
procedure  recommended  and  experiments  outlined.    Price,  10  cents. 


PBOFOSED  CANADIAN  NOBTHEBN  BAILWAT  CO.  HOTEL. 
[Vice  Consal  O.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  Brltlsb  Colombia,  Aag.  8.] 

The  agreement  of  the  Canadian  Northern  BaUway  Co.  with  the 
city  of  Vancouver  for  terminal  facilities  provides  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site,  and  the  construction  thereon  of  a  260-room  hotel,  in  a 
section  of  the  city  removed  from  the  jiroposed  terminal  station.  The 
company  has  now  applied  for  the  elimmation  of  this  clause  of  the 
agreement,  substituting  therefor  a  provision  for  the  construction 
of  a  450-room  hotel,  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $500,000,  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  proposed  terminal  Ijuilding,  on  a  portion  of  the  land 
reclaimed  from  False  Creek  for  its  railway  terminals  under  tlie 
above-mentioned  agreement. 


ADVEBTISING  IN  PEBU. 


ITie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  from 
Commercial  Attache  William  F.  Montavon,  at  Lima,  copies  of  circu- 
lars issued  by  a  local  advertising  agency  outlining  its  facilities  for  han- 
dling the  advertising  of  American  firms  in  Peru,  together  with  copies 
of  the  announcements  of  advertising  rates  established  by  the  different 
periodicals  circulating  in  Peru.  It  is  believed  that  these  will  be  of 
mterest  to  American  firms  desirous  of  extending  their  sales  in  Peru, 
as  well  as  to  advertising  agencies  interested  m  the  foreign  field. 
Copies  of  the  circulars  wm  be  loaned  upon  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington.  Befer  to  file 
1706.  

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOHESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


BmBICT  OFFICES. 


XKW  TOSK:  S«OB  409,  CuioBliOHC. 

BOSTON:  IStk  loor,  Cutomkoae. 

CnUOOt  M4  FedCTsl  BalUlag. 

0.  MCVl  4M  TkM  Hattonl  Bad:  BalMlBg. 

UUBMl  Ul  Pwt  OBae  Bidldlas. 

HKW  OBLEAKB:  lOSO  Hlb«raU  Baak  BnUdl•|^ 

SiH  FBAHCIBCOi  807  Caatonkoiiir.  j       rrn  Ky.  Co. 

OilTLKi  MS  Hrarr  BalMlag.  1 


COOrSBATITB  OFFICES. 


CUSTBIJklfD:  Ckaaber  of  Cammntt. 
CINCI!(KATI:  Ckamker  of  Otaufrro. 
(IKCimATI:  C  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  Br.  V: 
LOS  AIHiEUtS:  Ckaabtr  •(  OwMrm. 
FHIUnBLPHIA:  ihimhrr  •!  <'aa»rrrf. 
CHATrAK0O«A:  Keatk  Amrlrds  Ac.'bI,  8*atk> 
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Beserved  addrcssps  maj  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  district  oMcea.  Sequett 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportanltr  nnKber. 
The  Barann  does  not  furalsh  credit  ratings  or.assume  responsibUlty  as  to  the  standinf 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  t)recautlons  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Printing  catalogue*,  No.  22220. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  writes 
that  a  local  merchant  desires  prices,  terms,  samples,  and  full  Informatloo 
regarding  the  printing  of  illustrated  'catalogues  of  various  sizes.  The 
merchant  is  in  the  market  for  from  3.000  to  4,000  catalogues.  Correspond- 
ence, if  possible,  should  be  In  Portuguese. 

Fibers  and  bark,  No.  22221. — A  man  In  Brazil  has  transmitted  to  an  American 
consular  olHcer  samples  of  the  following  fibers  and  bark,  which  he  is  pre- 
pared to  supply :  Emblra  Vermellia,  Guaxlma,  Emblraussfl,  Aniborehra,  and 
Maruelelro  (bark).  These  samples  may  b»  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  79175.) 

Iicather  and  hidct.  No.  22222. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  manufacturer  In  northern  Africa  Is  in 
the  market  for  leather  and  hides  In  wholesale  quantities. 

Simp  fasteners.  No.  22223. — A  firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  press 
studs,  or  snap  fasteners.  A  sample  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  71315.) 

Automobiles,  lumber,  etc..  No.  22224. — A  manufacturers^  agent  In  Spain  asks 
the  Bureau  to  place  him  in  touch  with  the  manufacturers  of  automobiles 
and  exporters  of  coal,  petroleum,  and  lumber,  with  a  view  to  securing  the 
representation  for  that  country. 

Beer,  No.  22225. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Newfoundland  writes  that 
a  broker  and  commission  merchant  In  his  district  desires  to  l»e  placed  In 
touch  with  manufacturers  In  the  United  States  of  beers  containing  less 
than  2  per  cent  of  nicohol  which  could  be  sold  In  Newfoundland  under  the 
prohibition  act  which  goes  Into  force  January  1,  1917. 

Machinery,  No.  22Z2Q. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  in  the  United  States 
reports  that  quotations  are  de.«ired  by  a  man  in  Mexico  for  the  requisite 
machinery  and  equipment  of  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  safety 
matches,  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  absorbent  cotton,  and  a  factory 
for  the  manufacture  of  sewer  pipe  running  from  C  inches  to  12  Inches  in 
diameter.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  factory  showing  weight  and  freight  rate  to  Laredo 
are  desired.  Detailed  specifications  and  prices  for  the  equipment  of  each 
of  the  factories  In  the  smallest  unit  that  can  be  operated  economically 
should  be  submitted.  Terms,  one-fourth  with  order  and  balance  draft 
attached  to  bill  of  lading. 

AfirieuUurul  machinerji.  No.  22227. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  the  governor  and  director  of  agriculture  In  a  territory  of  Bast  Africa 
have  expressed  a  desire  to  receive  Information  and  catalogues  on  American 
oil-burning  farm  tractors,  and  on  stump  pullers,  for  small  farms. 

Refrigerator  cars.  No.  22228.— The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  In  Chile  reports  that  information  and  quotations  on  eight  re- 
frigerator cars  are  desired  by  a  firm  which  is  planning  the  construction  of 
a  slaughterhouse  in  that  country.    Correspondence  In  Knglish. 

Bardware,  No.  22229. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  writes  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  small 
hardware,  such  as  files,  locks,  padlocks,  shears,  forks,  rakes,  knives,  pincers, 
hammers,  etc.    Reference. 

Calico  prints,  No.  22230. — A  firm  in  Norway  informs  an  American  consular  offl< 
cer  that  It  desires  to  purchase,  on  its  own  account,  cash  against  documents, 
port  of  shipment,  calico  prints.  R^rcsentation  for  Norway  of  a  calico 
manufacturer  is  also  desired.    References. 

WASBIKOTOM  :  GOTBK.HHBXT  FBIHTIKa  OmCB;  IMS 
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BKITISH  aESTEICTION  ON  CHESTNUT  EXTKACT. 

[Telegram  from  American  Embassy,  London,  Aug.  10.] 

-  According  to  the  London  Gazette  of  August  18,  191G,  the  import 
into  Great  Britain  of  chestnut  extract  will  be  prohibited  after 
Aufgust  21.  

AVTHOBIZED  INOBEASE  IN  NICABAOTJAN  TARIFF. 

(Telegram  from  American  minister,  Managua,  Aug.  22.] 

The  Nicaraguan  Congress  has  recently  approved  a  law  authorizing 
an  increase  in  the  rates  of  duty  of  from  60  to  80  per  cent  of  the  tariff. 
The  collector  of  customs  at  Managua  states  that  this  is  merely  an 
act  to  give  extensive  authority  for  a  slight  increase  in  the  tariil  on 
certain  articles. 

SmPlIENT  OF  TOBACCO  TO  NEUTBAL  EUROPEAN  COUNTRIES. 

(Announcement  of  tbe  Department  of  State.] 

A  cablegram  dated  August  22  received  by  the  Department  of  State 
from  the  American  Embassy  at  London  confirms  the  information 
received  from  the  Commercial  Adviser  of  the  British  Embassy  with 
reference  to  shipments  of  tobacco  to  neutral  European  countries,  but 
places  the  date  before  which  the  tobacco  must  have  been  bought  and 
paid  for  at  August  4  instead  of  August  1. 

[For  previous  notice  on  the  subject,  see  Commerce  Reports  for  Aur.  23,  lOlC] 

BRITISH  INDIAN  AGRICULTURAL  EXPERT. 

William  Roberts,  agricultural  expert  at  the  Lyallpur  College, 
Punjab,  British  India,  is  now  in  the  United  States  studying  condi- 
tions under  which  cotton  is  grown  and  marketed  and  other  agricul- 
tural problems.  He  is  interested  in  cotton  machinery  and  agricul- 
tural implements,  such  as  plows,  harrows,  and  hces.  Mr.  Kobert's 
itinerary  will  include  visits  to  the  following  places  on  or  about  the 
dates  mentioned :  Chicago,  August  29 ;  Memphis,  September  5 ;  New 
Orleans,  September  10;  San  Francisco,  September  29.  Up  to  the 
dates  mentioned,  letters  to  Mr.  Roberts  may  be  addressed  in  care  of 
the  district  oflSces  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
at  New  Orleans,  Chicago,  and  San  Francisco,  and  to  the  secretary 
of  the  CJiamber  of  Commerce  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 
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HOTIOir  FICTUEES  IN  S17TCH  WEST  INDIES. 

[Consul  Qeorge  S.  Messersmlth,  Coracao,  Aug.  0.1 

The  showing  of  motion  pictures  in  Cura^o,  if  not  actually  pro- 
hibited by  the  authorities,  was  so  discouraged  by  them  that  few  fihns 
were  shown  here  for  some  time  The  poverty  of  the  people  and  the 
lack  of  work  made  it  inadvisable  that  the  poorer  people,  who  are 
very  fond  of  photoplays,  should  spend  their  money  for  this  or  any 
other  form  of  amusement.  Now  that  there  is  plenty  of  work  on  the 
island  [see  Commerce  Rkforts  for  Aug.  24,  1916]  two  cinemas 
[whose  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by  refer- 
ence to  file  No.  79498]  have  recently  been  opened,  and  they  are 
allowed  to  give  as  many  performances  as  they  find  will  be  patronized. 
One  is  an  open-air  theater.  Each  is  now  giving  three  shows  a  week. 
One  of  the  prmcipal  clubs  in  Willemstad  occasionally  gives  a  motion- 
picture  entertainment  on  the  dub  tennis  courts,  and  the  innovation  is 
Yen'  popular. 

The  films  used  are  principally  of  French  origin,  with  the  legends 
in  Spanish,  which  language  is  spoken  or  understood  by  practically 
everyone  here,  although  the  familiar  dialect  of  the  natives  is  Papie- 
mento.  Films  in  which  love  is  the  central  theme  are  the  most  popu- 
lar.   The  comedy  reels  come  from  England. 

It  is  believed  that  American  films  would  prove  popular  here,  espe- 
cially good  comic  films  and  those  portraying  the  romantic  side  df 
"nestem  life.  The  legends  may  be  in  Engli^,  as  the  better  classes 
understand  that  language.  However,  Spanish  is  always  to  be  pre- 
ferred. 

NEW  MEAT-FACEINO  COMPANY  OBOANIZED  IN  Fi&^QVAT. 

IConsQl  BamQcl  Hamilton  WUey,  Asoncton,  Paraguay,  July  10.] 

The  Frigorifico  Paraguay-Came  Conservada,  capitalized  at  250,000 
pesos  gold  ($241,250),  was  organized  in  Asuncion  during  July  to 
erect  and  operate  a  meat  freezing  and  packing  plant.  The  organizers 
of  the  company  are  all  residents  of  Paraguay,  and  it  is  probable  that 
local  capital  will  finance  the  enterprise. 

The  company  intends  to  erect  a  freezing  and  canning  plant  with 
a  daily  capacity  of  300  animals.  The  products  of  this  plant  will 
consist  of  chilled  cuts  of  meat,  canned  meats,  meat  extract,  and 
packing-house  by-products  of  all  kinds.  The  necessary  ground  has 
already  been  purchased  at  Asuncion  on  the  shore  of  the  Paraguay 
River.  The  machinery  will  be  American,  of  the  latest  design.  The 
power  used  will  be  electricity,  motor  attachments  to  all  machines. 
The  plant  will  consist  of  packing  plant,  can-making  installation, 
barrel  and  box  making  machinery,  machine  shop,  gas  plant,  two 
refrigerating  installations,  two  large  engines  with  boilers,  pipes,  etc, 
and  two  dynamos. 

While  arranging  for  the  purchase  of  the  machinery  and  awaiting 
its  arrival,  a  hand  canning  installation,  available  here,  will  be  utilized 
and  canned  boiled  beef  for  export  to  Great  Britain  will  be  manu- 
factured. The  plant  of  this  company  will  be  managed  by  an  Ameri- 
can who  was  formerly  manager  of  a  packing  plant  at  San  Salvador, 
Paraguay. 
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BOTTIES  NEEDED  IN  1[ANCHEST££  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  Boss  E.  Holada;,  Uancbestcr,  England,  July  27.] 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  glass  bpttles  of  all  descriptions  in  the 
Manchester  consular  district,  although  the  shortage  is  not  so  acute 
to-day  as  it  was  six  or  nine  months  ago.  The  local  demand  is  large, 
but,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  only  small  quantities  of  American- 
made  goods  of  this  description  reach  the  market.  During  1915  glass 
bottles  to  the  value  of  $1,946  were  imported  from  the  United  States 
directly  to  the  port  of  Manchester  via  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal. 
In  the  previous  year  there  were  no  importations  from  the  United 
States. 

The  competition  from  European  countries,  which  has  heretofore 
been  severe,  has  now  ceased  owing  to  war  conditions.  In  the  past 
American  bottles  have  not  been  successfully  introduced  here.  A 
local  jobber  informed  this  office  that  bottles  should  be  made  after 
English  patterns,  as  size  and  shape  are  important  factors.  He  fur- 
ther stated  that,  while  it  is  the  custom  in  the  United  States  to  sell 
bottles  by  weight,  in  England  they  are  sold  by  the  gross.  Importa- 
tions of  American  goods  are  usually  made  through  Manchester, 
Lirerpool,  and  London. 

A  list  of  the  large  users  of  glass  bottles  in  Manchester — firms  using 
medicine,  whisky,  ale,  and  mineral-water  bottles — is  forwarded  [and 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices,  upon  request.  Refer  to 
file  No.  79322.]  It  might  be  advisable  to  submit  samples  to  the  job- 
bers in  this  list,  as  they  have  notified  the  consulate  that  they  are  in 
the  market,  provided  satisfactory  terms,  sizes,  and  shapes  can  be  ar- 
ranged for.  The  usual  terms  of  sale  in  Manchester  are  stated  to  be 
2^  per  cent  discount  for  cash  in  30  days  from  the  date  of  the  invoice, 
or  three  months,  net.  There  is  a  good  demand  here  at  present  for 
medicine  bottles,  1-dram  size  and  upwards. 

EEPORT  OF  TEXTIIE  COOPEEATIVE  ASSOCIATION. 

[Consul  Ilonry  C.  A.  Damm,  Alx-Ia-Chapelle,  Germany,  July  27.] 

The  Khenish-TVestphalian  Textile  Cooperative  Association,  with 
headquarters  at  Muenchen-Gladbach,  has  just  issued  its  report  for 
1915.  During  that  year  2,756  plants  belonged  to  the  organization — 
which  is  a  mutual-liability  insurance  concern — as  against  2,850  in 

1914,  a  decrease  of  94.  The  number  of  hands  employed  averaged 
119,424  as  against  144,659  in  1914,  a  decrease  of  25^35.  Of  the 
o]>oratives  28,293  (decrease,  4,536)  were  employed  in  Muenchen- 
Gladbach,  19,897  (decrease,  2,900)  in  Aix-la-Cliapelle. 

Wages  paid  within  the  organization  amounted  to  $26,032,600  in 

1915,  against  $36,207,475  in  1913,  a  normal  year.  (There  were  38,464 
more  hands  employed  in  1913  than  in  1915.)  The  average  yearly 
wages  paid  to  operatives,  including  females  and  youths,  were:  In 
1915,  $217.36;  in  1914,  $217.29;  in  1913,  $229.32;  in  1912,  $226.87. 
The  decrease  is  due  to  the  fact  that  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
the  proportion  of  .beginners,  females,  and  youths  among  the  labor- 
ers is  much  greater  than  in  previous  years. 

The  sum  of  $183jlOO  was  paid  out  as  compensation  to  laborers 
injured  through  accidents  in  1915.  During  the  period  from  October 
1,  1885,  to  December  31,  1915,  $3,323,800  was  expended  for  this 
purpose.  n  ] 
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HEKCHAHT  SmPFnra  ANB  THE  WAK. 

The  annual  volumes  of  Lloyd's  Eegister  of  Shipping  for  the  jrear 
ending  June  30,  1916,  which  are  generally  accepted  as  an  authorita- 
tive statement  of  the  world's  merchant  shipping,  have  been  received 
by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation.  Lloyd's  figures  include  only  vessels 
of  100  gross  tons  or  over  and  do  not  include  river  vessels  or  unrigged 
craft.  Following  is  the  statement  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
merchant  vessels  under  the  flags  of  various  nations  (steam,  ^oss 
tonnage ;  sail,  net  tonnage)  for  June  30,  1916,  and,  for  comparison, 
the  corresponding  figures  for  Jime  30, 1914,  just  before  the  outbreaik 
of  the  European  war. 


nw. 

1914 

1916 

Increase 
(-). 

Mo. 

Oroastcas. 

No. 

Gross  tons. 

British 

1I.S28 

Xl,0«5.0« 

11.141 

20,901.999 

—     143.060 

AmMlean; 

eaa 

2,410 

610 

74 

2,gni,2E4 

2,352.764 

45.146 

2,587 

693 

66 

3,790.578 

2,318.223 

40.060 

Oreat  Lakes ;... 

PhlUppliM  Islands 

Total 

».174 

6.368.194 

6,245 

6.148.861 

+    780.667 

2,338 

2.191 

1.5]« 

1.160 

1,10S 

803 

1,346 

1,466 

445 

812 

647 

485 

210 

448 

182 

313 

123 

6U 

•.-.•,196 
J.„.|:.,-22 

2.:nj.iSS 

1.668.296 

1.70S.:i86 

1.496.155 

l.OSf.MS 

1.118.(86 

1,055.719 

Sa)  181 

R9S.sa3 

S3f.,'«8 

uj.joi 

823.929 
352.124 
221.681 
125.  S17 
U3,168 
458.481 

1.963 

4.151.SS3 

-1.307.744 

2.255      2.771.022 

+    286.360 

Itanoh 

1,610 

1,210 

1.U1 

792 

1,251 

1,380 

386 

8»4 

608 

439 

267 

428 

148 

303 

122 

170 

384 

2,216.643 

1,886.534 

1.847.453 

1.668.016 

1.666.502 

1.025.000 

892.618 

857.602 

829.836 

733.Zm 

334,481 

aia.800 

3<2.160 

214.477 

119.714 

100. 7«S 

487.862 

—     102,795 

Italian J 

t    ^Z 

Japanflsa - ..' 

Dutcb ; 

+      12.461 

Knsslan 

+      14.684 

Swadisb 

—      93.088 

—    1(3,101 

Daatoh  „...". 

+      37.4n 

Bnanish 

-      68.987 

Gnak 

—    103.M2 

Pftrtiiruasa 

+    3U.i60 

-      90,129 

-  79,(64 

-  7.204 

Arfentlna 

Chilean 

-       6,208 

Turkish 

-    S2;3m 

Other  countries ^ 

+      29,181 

Total 

30,836 

40.089,552 

30,167' 

48,683,136 

—    406,426 

Results  of  the  changes  wrought  by  two  years  of  world  warfare  are 
perhaps  less  marked  than  has  been  generally  supposed.  The  world's 
merchant  shipping  is  less  by  406,416  gross  tons  tnan  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  while  during  the  two  years  just  before  the  war  merchant 
shipping  increased  from  44,600,677  tons  in  1912  to  49,089,552  tons 
in  1914. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  shipping  of  neutral  nations  has 
gained  827,019  tons ;  and  the  shipping  of  the  allies  has  gained  269,740 
tons,  while  shipping  under  German,  Austro-Hungarian,  and  Turkish 
flags  is  1,503,215  tons  less. 

Gain  In  American  Ships. 

The  greatest  gain  has  been  made  by  the  American  merchant  marine; 
indeed  the  gain  of  American  ships  in  ocean  trade,  820,000  tons,  is 
nearly  as  great  as  the  gains  of  all  other  nations  combined.  This  in- 
crease is  mainly  due  to  the  ship-registry  act  of  August,  1914,  which 
permitted  American  owners  or  ships  under  foreign  flags  to  obtain 
the  American  flag  and  register.    To  this  act  is  also  attributable  part 
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of  the  losses  of  British,  German,  and  all  other  foreign  shipping,  as 
by  that  act  350,000  tons  of  shipping  under  the  British  flag,  150,000 
tons  under  the  German  flag,  and  125,000  tons  under  other  foreign 
flags,  owned  by  Americans,  secured  American  registry.  British  ton- 
nage thus  transferred  is  greater  than  the  net  British  loss  during  the 
war.  The  German  merchant  marine  is  the  heaviest  loser,  1,307,744 
tons,  almost  wholly  through  the  transfer  to  other  flags,  either  under 
our  registry  law  or  through  capture  by  the  allied  powers.  Very  few 
German  merchant  vessels,  except  auxiliary  cruisers  sunk  by  gunfire 
in  battle,  have  been  destroyed.  The  German  total  in  the  table  is  in- 
complete, as  it  does  not  include  some  .ships  building  in  German  yards 
in  the  early  months  of  the  war  [see  Commerce  Reports  July  25,  iOlG]. 

JAPANESE  TUNGSTEir  FBODUGTION  AND  EZFOBTS. 

[Vice  Consul  M.  D.  Klrjassoff,  Yokobama,  July  27.] 

According  to  the  OflScial  Gazette,  tungsten  and  molybdenite  iiave 
been  added  to  the  list  of  goods  that  are  prohibited  to  be  exported 
from  Japan  without  special  permit  from  the  Minister  of  Agricultiu-e 
and  Commerce,  the  new  ordinance  to  take  effect  after  July  29,  lOlC. 

An  American  exporter  of  tungsten  ore  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
ordinance  will  only  affect  irregular  shippers,  who  are  unwilling  or 
unable  to  satisfy  the  authorities  that  their  shipments  are  not  intended 
for  German  or  Austrian  accounts.  The  ordinance  is  not  expected  to 
sffect  the  price  materially.  The  price  of  tungsten  is  now,  f.  o.  b. 
Yokohama,  aboitt  40  yen  per  unit,  the  ore  generally  averaging  05  per 
cent;  the  cost  per  ton,  for  65  per  cent  ore,  is  thus  2,600  yen,  or,  at  the 
present  rate  of  exchange,  a  little  more  than  $1,300. 

The  tungsten  mines  of  Japan  pi-oper  are  the  Kiwada  mine  in 
Yamaguchi  Ken,  with  a  production  of  25  to  40  tons  of  ore  per 
month;  the  Taketori  mine  in  Ibaraki  Ken,  which  produces  10  to 
11  tons  a  month;  and  several  small  mines,  with  a  combined  produc- 
tion of  about  75  tons  per  month.  The  mines  of  Chosen  (Korea)  pro- 
duce between  50  and  60  tons  each  month.  Japan  also  imports  small 
quantities  of  tungsten  ore  from  Manchuria  through  Chosen.  At- 
tempts were  made  to  obtain  tungsten  from  Siam,  but  it  was  found 
that  the  ore  thus  imported  contained  a  large  percentage  of  tin,  which 
greatly  reduced  the  value. 

The  exports  of  tungsten  ore  from  Japan  in  1915  were  as  follows: 
United  States,  85  tons;  France,  214;  United  liingdom,  110;  total, 
409  tons.  The  estimated  shipments  for  this  year,  up  to  July  20, 
were  480  tons,  most  of  this  amount  being  sent  to  the  United  States. 

IHPBOVED  TBAIN  SEBVICE,  CHUE  TO  BOUVIA. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Vocltcr,  Antofagasta,  Chile,  July  28.] 

The  Antofagasta  &  Bolivia  Railway  Co.  announces  that  beginning 
August  1,  1916,  there  will  bo  placed  in  service  an  additional  train 
between  Antofagasta,  Chile,  and  La  Paz,  Bolivia.  The  train  service 
will  then  be  as  follows:  International  trains,  with  dining  and  sleep- 
ing car  service,  will  depart  from  Antofagasta  Tuesdays  and  Satur- 
days at  8.40  p.  m.,  arriving  at  La  Paz  on  Thursdays  and  Mondays 
at  4.10  p.  m.  Returning,  the  trains  will  leave  La  Paz  at  1  p.  ni.  on 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  arriving  at  Antofagasta  on  Thursdays  and 
Sundays  at  6.30  a.  m. 
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FOBEIGIT  HOPS  AHS  XTATIVE  B££B  DT  BBAZIL. 

[ConRQl  General  Alfred  L.  U.  Oottacbalk,  Sto  de  Janeiro,  Jnly  22.1 

A  number  of  inquiries  have  been  received  at  the  consulate  gen- 
eral at  Rio  de  Janeiro  concerning  the  production  of  beer  in  Brazil, 
and  it  has  been  difficult  to  satis:fy  these  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
latest  published  statistics  of  the  production  of  the  country  are  those 
for  1913.  This  office  has  been  able,  however,  to  secure  advance  fig- 
ures from  a  reliable  source  that  will  be  of  interest  to  the  AmericEin 
trade. 
Imports  of  Hops. 

In  1915  Brazil's  imports  of  hops  amounted  to  638,145  pounds, 
valued  at  $195,306,  as  compared  with  647,145  pounds,  worth  $248,735 
in  1914,  and  780,895  pounds  to  the  value  of  $354,170  in  1913.  The 
quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  by  countries  for  the  three  years 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Countries. 

1913 

19U 

1915 

POOBd*. 

Valaa. 

Pounds. 

Valm. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Argentina 

3,306 
149,575 

SI,  145 
12.125 

1.984 

91. 7« 

992 

*67 

Austria-HuDxary 

283,741 

8126,614 

;0.09« 

BeiiSum7.»T:  .;;:i;;.;"::;,..;.:";:. 

303 

212 
486.860 

47 
223,843 

20 

317.034 

15,170 

2,407 

1,177 

8 

143.919 

4,240 

1.418 

1,0W 

O^rmftny ; 

161.568 

38.197 

16.852 

86 

17,837 

1.10.> 

14.795 

83.543 

9.707 

>I30,tf4 

It4l|y r..... 

11.350 

Ketnerlands ,. 

2,883 

Portugal . ..i..,. 

35 

8,175 

Bweden 

4iS 

United  Kingdom..... 

1,«36 

7 

7,116 

603 

848 

3 

7.885 

30 

3.014 

151.226 

4,416 

£02 

1,038 
30,638 
3.635 
3,036 

Uniiftd  8tat«j 

23.798 

Uruguay .........•■.*...»...... 

1,968 

All  otlM^r countrief 

Total 

780,896 

354,170 

617,145 

348,735 

638,145 

196,306 

ProdnctioB  of  the  BraEilian  Breweries. 

There  is  little  or  no  market  for  foreign  beers  here,  the  domestic 
industry  having  been  developed  to  an  extremely  creditable  point  by 
Germans  or  Brazilians  of  German  extraction.  The  domestic  brews, 
the  Brahma,  Polonia,  Fidalga,  and  Antartica,  have  a  well-esta billed 
popularity  and  are  as  good  as  those  of  most  foreign  countries. 

The  production  of  the  Brazilian  breweries  for  each  of  the  taw 
years  1911-1914  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Bottles. 

Value. 

Bottles. 

Value. 

Beer   of   high  fermenta- 
tion: 
1911 

47.285.377 
63.532.742 
51.918,378 
42.349.631 

50,917.139 
70,817,400 

13.825.386 
4,330  799 
3,200.297 

12,493,161 

10, 973,  .539 
16.282,578 

Beer  of  lowfermmtation— 
Continued: 
1913 

88,731.873 
83,092,  «34 

<•  690.889 

<•  904.806 

.1,020.474 

< 1,033. 113 

(19,123  280 

1912 

1914 

24.689,415 

1813 

Draft  lieer: 
1911 

1914 

634,745 
831.367 

Beer  of  low  fermentation: 

1912 

1911 

19U 

1914 

937  353 

1912 

l,153,<» 

a  Qalloas. 


.    Only  very  small  quantities  of  English  ale,  stout,  and  porter  are  to 
be  seen  here. 
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SOXrXH  INDIA  TO  IHFBOVE  CATTLE  BBEEDHra. 

(Consal  liOclen  Memmlnger,  Madras,  June  23.] 

The  Government  of  India  has  sanctioned  the  creation  of  a  deputy 
directorship  of  agriculture  for  the  Madras  Presidency,  to  deal  with 
questions  affecting  cattle  breeding  and  dairy  operations.  The  ap- 
pointment of  a  special  officer  for  this  work  is  considered  an  important 
progressive  measure,  for  although  South  India  is  rich  in  live  stock 
and  several  breeds  of  indigenous  cattle  are  of  good  repute  abroad 
as  well  as  locally,  European  authorities  generally  assert  that  the 
breeding  of  stock,  particularly  of  cattle,  m  this  cotintry  is  of  the 
most  unsatisfactory  character. 

Official  Statistics  of  Live  Stock  in  Ifadras  fresidency. 

According  to  official  statistics  there  were  in  Jul}',  1915,  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  34,743,779  head  of  live  stock.  Among  these  were 
5.379,124  cows,  3,750,654  buffaloes,  5,876,358  young  stock  (calves 
and  buffalo  calves),  10,760,309  sheep,  7,423,388  goats,  49,339  horses 
and  ponies,  1,161  mules,  and  138,123  donkeys.  In  addition  there  are 
many  cattle,  including  a  famous  distinct  breed,  in  the  native  State 
of  Mysore,  which,  although  a  part  of  South  India,  is  under  local 
government  separate  from  that  of  the  Madras  Presidency  and  has 
no  accurate  statistics  at  present  available  concerning  the  cattle  there. 
Estimating  the  number  roughly  at  5,000,000,  which  is  probably  very 
conservative,  the  total  of  live  stock  for  the  entire  region  known  as 
Sbiith  India  would  be  about  40,000,000,  or  20  per  cent  of  the  grand 
total  in  India.  The  latter  comprises  30,000,000  bulls  and  bullocks, 
22,000,000  cows,  13,000,000  buffaloes,  26,000.000  young  stock.  18,- 
000,000  sheep,  25,000,000  goats,  2,500,000  horses,  donkeys,  and  mules, 
and  393,308  camels. 

The  term  "cattle"  as  used  in  India  usually  refers  to  the  bovine 
animals  indigenous  to  the  country,  of  which  the  most  marked  fea- 
ture, as  distinguished  from  cattle  in  Europe,  is  the  hump  on  the 
shoulders.  A  group  of  bovinp  animals  quite  apart  from  these  and 
also  indigenous  is  that  of  the  tame  buffaloes,  large,  massive  creatures, 
which  are  semiaquatic  and  which  the  best  writers  usually  designate 
specifically  as  "  buffaloes  "  instead  of  as  cattle. 

Indian  Cattle  Valuable  Chiefly  as  Beasts  of  Bnrden. 

While  Europe  and  America  may  be  said  to  rear  cattle  mostly  for 
milk  and  meat,  in  India  their  chief  value  is  as  beasts  of  burden. 
Horses  are  all  but  unknown  in  Indian  agriculture,  the  bullock  being 
almost  exclusively  employed  for  tillage  and  transport.  For  draft 
purposes  cattle  are  in  more  general  use  than  buffaloes,  especially  in 
the  drier  parts  of  the  country,  but  buffaloes  are  very  largely  used  in 
the  low-lying  rice  tracts.  For  dairying  buffaloes  are  perhaps  more 
profitable  than  cows,  as  they  give  richer  milk  and  more  or  it.  but 
they  require  more  feeding.  The  poorer  people  depend  largely  on 
the  milk  of  goats,  of  which  there  is  a  very  large  number  throughout 
India. 

Cattle  breeding  in  India  is  carried  on  mainly  in  the  noncultivated 
tracts  of  central  and  southern  India,  southern  Punjab  and  Rajpu- 
tana,  where  distinct  breeds  with  definite  characters  have  l)een  pre- 
served. The  best  known  draft  breeds  are  Hansi,  Nellore,  .\mrit 
Mahal  (Mysore),  Gujarat,  Malvi,  and  the  finest  milch  cov.i  i:re  the 
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Sahiwal  (Punjab),  Gir  (Kathiawar) ,-  and  Sind.  Owing  to  the 
encroachment  of  cultivation  on  the  grazing  areas,  well-bred  cattle; 
it  is  said,  are  becoming  scarce  and  some  of  uie  breeds  are  threatened 
with  extinction.  One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  improving  cattle 
in  India  is  the  fact  that  in  all  Presidencies  large  herds  of  village  or 
mongrel  cattle  are  to  be  met  with.  Many  of  them  are  worthless, 
being  too  weedy  even  to  put  into  the  lightest  plow,  but  they  are 
allowed  to  exist  and  to  cat  the  ration  of  the  most  profitable  ones.  Be- 
ligious  sentiment  among  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  is  averse 
to  destroying  cattle,  as  among  the  Hindus  the  bull  has  always  beat 
considered  sacred. 
Important  Breeds  Among  Those  of  Sonth  India. 

Indian  cattle,  like  those  of  Europe  or  America,  vary  in  most  dis- 
tricts either  as  to  size,  form,  and  symmetry,  or  as  to  the  growth  and 
length  of  their  horns,  according  to  the  varying  local  peculiarities  of 
the  climate,  soil,  and  fodder.  In  the  region  known  as  South  India 
the  preeminent  breeds  of  cattle  are  the  "Mysore"  and  the  "Ongole," 
sometimes  also  known  as  the  "Nellore."  On  account  of  its  pre- 
potency the  Mysore  holds  first  rank. 

The  Ongoles  are  very  beautiful  in  appearance  and  for  thdr 
q)ecial  purpose  are  unsurpassable,  but  they  differ  in  almost  every 
respect  from  the  Myspre.  They  are  huge  m  size,  extremely  docile, 
and  suitable  for  steady,  heavy  draft,  whereas  the  Mysore  cattle 
are  especially  adapted  to  road  work,  as  they  are  quick,  very  high 
spirited,  and  have  extremely  hard,  sound  feet.  Beared  chiefly  in 
toe  districts  of  Nellore  and  Kistna,  the  Ongole  cattle  from  early 
times  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  among  the  best  milking  breeds 
in  India.  Collectively,  they  are  heavily-built  animals  of  a  mild  and 
gentle  disposition.  The  head  is  erect  on  a  short,  stout  neck.  The 
horns  are  short  and  stumpy,  and  give  to  the  head  a  curious  and 
characteristic  appearance,  the  bulging  forehead  forming  a  very  d»- 
tuse  angle.  The  prevailing  and  true  color  is  white,  with  gray  or 
black  points,  and  frequently  the  bulls  are  black  about  the  neck  and 
shoulders — broken  colors  indicate  impurity  of  breed. 

Although  formerly  it  has  been  held  that  the  Ongole  cattle  de- 
generate rapidly  when  removed  to  other  localities,  the  Govemmeat 
of  the  Philippine  Islands  made  the  experiment  of  importing  sobm 
of  these  cattle  (12  in  all)  into  the  Philippines  from  Madras  a  few 
years  ago,  and  the  results  appear  to  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

In  point  of  size  Nellore  cattle  are  inferior  to  the  Gujarat  of  north- 
western India  or  the  Nagar  of  Rajputana  and  Hyderabad.  Other 
Madras  breeds  besides  the  Nellore  or  Ongole  are  the  Alambadi  of 
Salem  and  Coimbatore;  the  Baragur,  of  the  hills  of  Coimbatore;  the 
Kangayam,  of  Madura;  the  Palikolam  (Jellicut)  cattle,  of  Madura; 
the  small  Trichengodi  cattle,  of  Salem ;  the  artificially  spotted  cattle, 
of  Tanjore ;  and  the  Punganur  cattle,  of  North  Arcot. 
Noted  for  Swiftness  and  Powers  of  Endurance. 

The  cattle  of  Mysore  and  Coorg  are  celebrated  in  India  both  for 
swiftness  and  for  their  spirit  and  powers  of  endurance.  Authorities 
state  that  if  cattle  breeding  could  anywhere  in  India  be  viewed  as 
having  attained  the  position  of  a  recognized  feature  of  agriculture, 
the  honor  would  douDtless  have  to  be  assigned  to  Mysore.  Two  kinds 
exist  side  by  side,  each  serving  its  own  particular  purpo«.    The  first 
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and  by  far  the  most  numerous  is  that  of  the  nadudana  of  the  villages, 
This  IS  the  agricultural  stock  and  main  source:  of  dairy  produce, 
such  as  it  is,  of  the  State.  The  second  is  the  doddadana,  or  big 
cattle.  This  embraces  the  following  special  breeds:  Amrit  Mahal, 
Hallikar,  Chittaldrug  Mahadeswara,  Betta,  etc. 

The  first  mentioned — ^the  Royal  Amrit  Mahal — is  the  most  highly 
prized.  The  animals  are  large  and  powerful,  chiefly  kept  by  the 
well-to-do,  and  are  capable  of  performing  quick  journeys  of  long 
distances  with  a  light  and  moderate  load.  The  finer  breeds  are  pure 
colored,  the  inferior  often  mottled.  There  is  no  extra  development 
of  the  dewlap  to  interfere  with  their  trotting  action.  Their  eyes 
are  deep  set,  and  the  forehead  bulges  above  the  eyes  and  slopes  back- 
ward. The  ears  are  short  and  pointed.  The  horns,  which  spring 
together,  take  a  backward  sweep,  gradually  diverge,  arid  near  the 
extremity  curve  gracefully  upward  and  forward.  All  of  the  cattle 
mentioned,  even  the  nadudana  breeds,  are  powerful  draft  animals 
but  poor  milkers. 

South  India  also  has  some  of  the  famous  little  trotting  bullocks, 
"gainis,"  a  breed  unsurpas^d  for  swiftness,  but  guite  small.  Some 
of  these  animals,  even  when  full  grown,  are  no  bigger  than  a  large 
dog.    They  are  much  used  in  light  carts. 

Except  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Madras  all  Indian  cattle  are 
homed.   The  hump  is  prominent  and  more  highly  developed  in  some 
breeds. 
Sonth  India  Coudncts  ITomerons  Cattle  Fain. 

Numerous  cattle  fairs  are  held  throughout  South  India,  and 
dealers  regularly  take  droves  of  cattle,  to  these  markets  for  sale. 
In  a  coimtry  in  which  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  population 
exists  by  agriculture  and  in  which  cattle  play  a  most  important  part, 
a  demand  for  them  is  never  wanting.  It  has  sometimes  been  declared 
that  cattle  represent  the  capital  of  the  native  fanner,  and  in  fact  it 
■would  be  difficult  for  the  Indian  cultivator  to  get  on  without  his 
cattle.  The  operations  of  plowing,  harrowing,  sowing,  and  thinning 
the  crop  and  of  lifting  water  from  wells  for  irri^tion  purposes 
are  carried  on  almost  entirely  by  bullock  power.  The  crop  when 
cut  is  removed  to  the  thrashing  floor,  and  there  trodden  out  by  the 
cattle,  and  transported  by  them  to  the  market.  The  standing  of  the 
ryot  is  usually  estimated  by  the  number  of  cattle  he  owns  and  the 
number  of  plows  he  works.  The  total  number  of  plows  in  use  by 
farmers  in  the  Madras  Presidency  in  July,  1915,  was  4,288,884,  most 
of  which  were  bullock  plows.    Agricultural  carts  numbered  998,128. 

Haymaking  is  not  practiced  by  the  Indian  cultivators.  Moreover, 
the  cost  and  difficulty  of  transport  pi-eclude  the  equalization  of  sup- 
plies; hence  in  seasons  of  drought  the  greatest  hardships  have  to  be 
endured  and  the  first  indication  of  famine  is  the  increasing  death 
rate  of  the  cattle.  Despite  efforts  of  the  Government  veterinary 
authorities  to  stamp  out  cattle  diseases  in  India,  serious  and  special 
diseases  are  common,  notably  rinderpest,  anthrax,  foot-and-mouth 
disease,  and  pleuropneumonia. 
Sheep  and  Ooats  of  South  India. 

Goats  in  South  India  are  inferior  to  those  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  country — in  Nepal  and  in  the  Deccan — and  are  quite  unlike 
the  Himalayan  and  Syrian  breeds  of  the  extreme  North.     The 
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South  Indian  varieties  are  gaunt  in  appearance  and  badly  propor- 
tioned, but  hardy  and  active,  and  can  exist  on  almost  any  kind  of 
vegetation.  They  are  valued  for  their  meat  and  milk  and,  imlike 
bovine  animals,  are  slaughtered  for  food  by  the  Hindus.  The  hair  of 
plains  goats  is  of  no  value.  Skins  of  goats,  as  well  as  of  sheep,  form 
an  important  article  of  export  from  ]uidia  to  foreign  countries,  par- 
ticularly to  the  United  States,  and  Madras  is  a  chief  port  of  ship- 
ment. 

There  are  certain  well-marked  breeds  of  sheep  in  South  India,  and 
two  of  these,  the  black-headed  sheep  of  Coimbatore  and  the  woolly 
sheep  of  Mysore,  are  regarded  by  authorities  as  among  the  bree<ls 
of  most  value  as  Indian  stock  for  improvement.  One  well-known 
writer  names  Coimbatore  first  and  Mysore  second,  as  among  the 
best  four  Indian  breeds,  the  two  others,  according  to  him,  being 
the  Rajputana  and  Patna. 

Many  of  the  sheep  of  India,  especially  those  on  the  plains,  afford 
a  kind  of  hair  rather  than  wool.  They  are  reared  chiefly  for 
mutton,  as  their  fleeces,  like  the  hair  of  the  village  goats,  are  com- 
paratively valueless.  Tne  breeds  mentioned,  however,  are  exceptions, 
as  they  give  fairly  good  wool,  which  may  possibly  be  improved  by 
giving  the  flocks  careful  attention.  The  majority  of  those  who  have 
mvestigated  the  subject,  however,  incline  to  the  view  that,  except  in 
certain  tracts,  there  is  very  little  hope  of  India  becoming  of  much 

freater  importance  than  at  present  as  a  source  of  wool  supplies, 
nterest  is  more  keenly  directed  toward  facilitating  imports  from 
the  mountainous  countries  bordering  on  India  than  toward  any 
effort  to  improve  the  wools  of  the  plains. 


EAOUN  DEPOSITS  IN  PAHAOTJAT. 

[Consul  Samuel  □nmllton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  July  14.] 

There  has  recently  been  considerable  interest  evinced  by  Ai*gen- 
tine  capitalists  in  deposits  of  kaolin  in  Paraguay.  There  are 
numerous  large  deposits  of  this  mineral  in  Paraguay.  The  principal 
one  is  located  at  Tobati,  30  miles  from  the  line  of  the  Paraguay  Cen- 
tral Railway,  and  is  estimated  to  contain  7,800,000  cubic  yards  of 
kaolin.  The  kaolin  of  this  deposit  is  said  to  be  of  a  good  quality, 
suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  china,  etc.  As  yet,  however,  no  ex- 
tensive investigations  of  the  extent  of  the  deposits  or  of  the  prop- 
erties of  the  kaolin  have  been  made. 

It  is  said  that  a  company  capitalized  at  about  $2,500,000  will  be 
formed  in  Argentina  to  extract  the  kaolin  from  the  Tobati  district 
and  to  manufacture  products  therefrom. 


OIL  COMPANIES  IN  CHIIE. 

The  Chilean  Government  has  recently  authorized  the  establish- 
ment in  Chile  of  agencies  of  the  International  Petroleum  Co.  (Ltd.) 
of  Canada.  Government  approval  is  also  given,  in  the  Diario  Oficial, 
the  petition  of  the  South  American  Petroleum  Co.  (Compania  Sud- 
Americana  de  Petroleos)  to  increase  its  capital  stock  to  2,000,000 
pesos  ($280,000).  The  scarcity  of  coal  in  Chile  is  leading  to  a  great 
increase  in  the  production  and  use  of  oil.  The  northern  section  of 
•  he  Chilean  State  railways  is  preparing  to  use  oil  as  fuel. 
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BBinSH  COIITMBIA  TIMBEB  NOTES. 

[Vice  Consul  0.  C.  Woodward,  VimcouTcr,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Aug.  0.1 
Forestry  Pests — ^Timber  Ketvrns. 

Dr.  Gordon  Hewitt,  of  the  entomological  section  of  the  forestry 
department  of  the  Dominion  Government,  and  four  assistants  are 
in  Vancouver  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  extermina- 
tion of  the  insects  which  have  attackeathe  large  trees  in  Stanley 
Park  and  the  forests  of  British  Columbia. 

The  timber  returns  for  June,  1916,  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Lands  at  Victoria,  shows  that  the  total  scale  of  saw  logs  for  the  Prov- 
ince amounted  to  120,023,869  feet  board  measure,  in  addition  to 
375,905  linear  feet  of  poles  and  piles  and  28,840  cords  of  ties  and 
fihingle  bolts.  The  total  timber  sales  for  the  month  are  estimated  at 
6,195,500  feet  of  saw  logs,  19,800  linear  feet  of  poles  and  piles,  and 
300  cords  of  bolts,  the  estimated  revenue  derived  therefrom  being 
$10,206. 

Hew  Io|rgiair  Device — KemoTing:  Tree  Tops  With  Dynamite.* 

A  British  Columbia  logging  company  has  adopted  what  is  known 
as  the  "  high  lead  "  system  of  logging,  embracing  the  utilization  of  a 
combined  yarding  and  loading  engine  mounted  on  a  steel  car,  the 
.eteam  for  both  engines  being  provided  by  one  boiler.  To  accomplish 
the  use  of  the  "  high  lead  "  it  is  necessary  to  utilize  a  "  spar  tree  "  of 
a  height  of,  say,  150  to  200  feet.  To  this  tree  is  attached  a  36-inch 
block,  through  which  the  line  is  passed  from  the  engine  and  carried 
out  a  distance  of  600  to  1,100  feet,  where  the  logs  are  hooked  on  and 
brought  to  the  railroad  and  loaded  directly  from  the  guy  line  onto 
the  car.  It  is  estimated  that  25  cars  of  logs  can  be  loaded  daily  with 
this  system,  when  conditions  are  favorable. 

Another  system  in  use  in  this  section  is  the  removal  with  dynamite 
of  tops  of  trees  selected  for  spars.  The  tree  is  ascended  with  climb- 
ing irons  and  the  dynamite  tied  to  the  tree  trunk  at  the  point  where 
the  top  is  to  be  remove<l  and  set  off  with  a  fuse  of  sufficient  length  to 
enable  the  workman  to  descend  to  the  ground  and  get  to  a  sate  dis- 
tance before  the  explosion  of  the  charge.  This.metnod  of  removing 
the  tops  is  said  to  be  much  safer  and  more  economical  than  with 
the  use  of  a  saw  or  ax,  in  which  case  it  is  necessary  for  the  workman 
to  remain  in  the  tree  until  the  top  has  fallen. 

Proposed  Operation  of  Swanson  Bay  Mills. 

It  is  reported  that  a  company  has  been  organized  to  take  over  the 
interests  of  the  Swanson  Bay  I"  orests,  Wood  Pulp  and  Lumber  Mills 
(Ltd.),  situated  on  Swanson  Bay,  Millbank  Sound,  a  few  miles 
south  of  Ocean  Falls.  The  company  is  to  be  known  as  the  Einpire 
Paper  &  Pulp  Mills  (Ltd.)  and  is  capitalized  at  $2,500,000.  It  is 
thought  that  this  company  is  subsidiary  to  the  British  Columbia 
Sulphite  Fiber  Co.,  which  has  large  mills  at  Mill  Creek,  Howe  Sound, 
and  has  also  commenced  preparations  for  construction  of  a  large 
j)aper  and  pulp  mill  at  Quatsino,  Vancouver  Island,  British 
Columbia. 

The  Swanson  Bay  Mills  were  constructed  about  11  years  ago 
and  operated  until  the  latter  part  of  1908,  at  which  time  the  plant  and 
timber  holdings  were  disposed  of  to  an  English  syndicate.  It  is 
stated  that  this  company  operated  at  a  heavy  loss  until  the  latter  part 
of  1911,  the  mills  being  closed  since  that  date. 
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lOBEIOZr  DEMAND  FOR  FHOTOOBAPHIC  UATEBIAIS. 

mntTEO  KIHOSOK. 

[Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  England,  Jane  2.1 

At  the  time  the  war  broke  out  the  cinematograph  industry  in  the 
Bristol  district  was  in  a  state  of  active  development.  In  the  past  two 
years,  however,  the  evolution  of  this  trade  has  been  brought  virtually 
to  a  standstill.  As  investors  do  not  like  to  risk  their  money  when 
conditions  are  uncertain,  it  has  been  practically  impossible  to  organize 
new  companies.  Bristol  does  not  possess  as  many  picture  theaters 
as  the  average  city  of  equal  population  in  the  United  States  would 
have,  but  it  is  quite  probable  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war,  the 
number  would  have  been  very  much  larger.  Persons  engaged  in  the 
business  believe  that  when  the  war  is  over  there  will  be  a  boom  in 
this  industry,  as  its  hold  on  public  favor  is  considered  permanent. 
Amusement  Tax  Increases  Cost 

The  admission  to  the  best  class  of  theaters  is  from  6  pence  to  1 
shilling  (12  to  2i  cents).  Adding  to  this  the  amusement  tax,  which 
has  recently  been  imposed,  the  cost  ranges  from  14  to  28  cents.  The 
cheaper  theaters  usually  charge  an  entrance  fee  of  3  to  4  pence  (6  to 
8  cents  United  States  currency). 

Although  the  new  taxation  on  amusements  is  believed  to  have 
brought  about  only  a  slight  reduction  in  the  size  of  audiences  at 
cinematograph  theaters,  many  persons  who  were  heretofore  willing 
to  pay  a  shilling  and  go  to  the  best  seats  now  have  adopted  the  habit 
of  going  to  the  cheaper  sections,  thus  reducing  the  profits  of  the 
proprietors. 

The  British  Government  has  imposed  a  tax  on  the  imports  of  films 
into  this  country.  According  to  the  local  customs  authorities,  the 
rates  on  films  imported  for  the  exhibition  of  pictures  or  other  optical 
effects  by  means  of  a  cinematograph  or  similar  apparatus  are :  Blank 
films  and  raw  films,  two-thirds  cent  per  linear  foot,  If  inches  wide; 
positives,  2  cents  per  foot;  negatives,  10  cents.  All  imports  are 
required  to  be  entered  on  a  special  form  of  entry,  with  a  declaration 
by  the  importers  as  to  the  correctness. 
American  Companies  Ifaintain  Offices  in  London. 

American  films  used  in  Bristol  do  not  usually  come  to  this  city 
directly  from  the  United  States.  Most  of  the  large  American  fihn 
companies  have  their  own  offices  in  London,  and  motion-picture 
material  used  in  the  Provinces  of  England  is  usually  distributed 
from  that  city.  The  majority  of  motion  pictures  shown  in  the  local 
theaters  are  either  American  or  French.  American  films,  however, 
largely  predominate,  while  British  products  are  considerably  in  the 
minority.  Cowboy  and  western  films  are  popular.  The  greatest 
demand  is  for  clean  dramas,  and  long  4  or  5  reel  photoplays  are 
meeting  with  an  ever-growing  popularity. 

It  is  believed  that  wnen  the  depressing  effect  of  the  war  has  dis- 
appeared the  sale  of  American  films  in  this  country  will  be  even 
more  extensive  than  at  present.  British  producers  find  it  difficult 
to  compete  with  American  manufacturers  on  account  of  the  supe- 
riority of  the  California  climate  as  a  center  for  this  industry. 

[Lists  of  flliii  renters  In  Bristol  and  Gloucester,  of  fllm-trade  associations  In 
England,  and  of  picture  houses  In  the  Bristol  consular  district  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bnr«»nu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  <^ce». 
Uefer  to  nif  No.  77537.]  ^  , 
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.   .  .  KTTSSIA. 

[Consul  Felix  Willoaghby  Smith,  TlfllK,  May  1.1 
Dry  Plate*  in  the  Canoasus. 

The  trade  in  photographic  dry  plates  in  the  Caucasus  is  principally 
in  the  hands  of  two  fii-ms  at  Tiflis.  Terms  granted  by  foreign  man- 
ufacturers are  notes  payable  six  months  from  date  of  the  bill  of  lading 
and  2  per  cent  discoimt  if  paid  within  60  days.  These  drafts  are 
delivered  against  documents.  Freight  and  all  shipping  charges  are 
paid  by  purchasers.  The  cases  must  be  tin  or  zinc  lined  and  soldered. 
Cost  of  packing  should  be  included  in  manufacturers'  quotations. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Russian,  and  if  that  is  impracticable 
French  may  be  used.  The  most  popular  sizes  in  centimeters  of  0.39 
inch,  and  the  retail  prices  per  dozen  are : 


SIZC3. 


Prices 

prior  to 

war. 


Present 
prices. 


Sil03. 


Prices 

prior  to 
war. 


Prerent 
prices. 


Jbyia.. 

12  by  1(4 
10  by  li . 

13  by  18. 


to.  38 
.61 
.43 


tl.02 
1.36 
1.D7 
1.40 


18  by  24. 
24  by  30. 


to.  15 

.22 

1.22 

1.S3 


30.38 

.51 

3.62 

3.57 


Formerly  from  Continental  Sonreoi. 

Most  dry  plates  before  the  war  were  imported  from  Continental 
sources.  The  duty  on  these  is  rubles,  6.60  per  pood  ($3.86  per 
36.1128  pounds) .  Invoices  must  state  gross  weight  of  cases,  weight 
of  zinc  or  tin  on  which  duty  is  paid  as  for  zinc  or  tin  sheets,  and 
weight  of  plates  including  their  permanent  packing. 

The  best  routes  now  available  are  via  Archangel  and  Vladivostok. 
If  the  former  is  preferred,  it  might  be  safest  to  ship  through  the 
American  Express  Co.  In  normal  times  the  most  direct  and  cheapest 
lines  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia  were  the  American  Levant 
Line  and  the  Nord  Deutscher  Lloyd  to  Batum. 

(The  names  of  two  dealers  In  photographic  supplies  at  Tiflis  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices. 
Befer  to  file  No.  77286.] 

STATff. 
[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Apr.  10.] 
Small  Proportion  from  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  cameras  into  Siam  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1915,  was  $2,131,  against  $2,662  for  the  preceding 
year.  During  the  last  two  years  about  one-half  of  the  total  number 
of  cameras  imported  into  the  country  came  from  the  United  King- 
dom, and  the  rest  from  Japan  and  Germany.  The  value  of  the 
share  the  United  States  had  in  these  imports  was  only  $71  and  $63 
for  the  fiscal  years  1914  and  1915,  respectively. 

Photographic  plates,  cinematograph  films  and  other  photographic 
materials  were  imported  to  the  value  of  $69,759  for  the  fiscal  year 
1915,  as  compared  with  $62,704  for  the  preceding  year.  Of  the 
photographic  materials  imported  during  1915,  France  supplied 
$22,038  worth,  United  Kingdom  $17,032,  Japan  $4,010,  the  United 
States  $340,  and  all  other  countries  $26,339,  of  which  $24,292  worth 
was  creidited  to  the  transshipment  port  of  Singapore. 
Olasi  of  Plates  Xecen'tly  in  Demand. 

During  the  past  two  years  plates  of  British  make  have  been  most 
in  demand,  and  of  these  the  "  Ilf ord  "  brand  has  had  the  largest 
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sale.  The  sizes  in  general  use  are  limited  to  the  whole  plate,  10  by 
12  inches,  the  three-quarters,  6^  by  8 J  inches,  the  one-half,  4i  by  6^ 
inches,  and  the  quarter,  3J  by  4J  inches.  The  retail  prices  per  dozen 
plates  in  Siamese  currency  are  8,  4,  2,  and  1  tical  (1  tical=37  cents 
in  United  States  currency)  according  to  sizes.  The  plates  are  shipped 
in  tin-lined  packing  cases  which,  together  with  the  freight  and  all 
charges,  are  paid  for  by  the  consignee.  The  terms  of  European 
houses  generally  are  30  days  draft  against  documents. 

The  Siamese  customs  require  the  net  weight  of  the  plates,  exclu- 
sive of  all  packing,  to  be  declared  in  the  Customs  entry.  A  duty  of 
3  per  cent  ad  valorem  is  levied  on  the  value  of  the  goods,  including 
cost  of  packing  and  all  charges  to  the  port  of  entry. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  pliotogrnphlc  supplies  at  Bangkok  may  be  obtained  from 
tlie  Bureau  of  B\>reig:n  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Kefer 
to  file  No.  77129.1 

INCSEASED  PERWIAH  CTrSTOUS  BEVEliTlES. 

[Consul  General  William  W.  Handley,  Callao-Llma,  July  29.] 

The  total  revenues  of  the  eight  principal  maritime  customhouses 
on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Peru  and  the  customhouse  at  Iquitos  on  the 
Amazon  River  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  amounted  to 
$2,168,146,  in  comparison  with  $1,689,716  during  January-June,  1915. 
This  large  increase  may  be  attributed  more  to  the  recent  law  levying 
an  import  duty  of  10  per  cent  and  5  per  cent  on  an  extensive  list  of 
articles  that  previously  were  free  of  duty  than  to  a  noticeable  in- 
crease in  the  quantity  of  merchandise  imported. 

It  is  regarded  as  not  improbable  that  these  and  other  fiscal  rev- 
enues will  be  further  increased  during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  as 
the  economic  situation  of  the  country  has  rapidly  improved  during 
the  past  three  months.  Baink  balances  are  higher,  the  gold  guaranty 
for  the  emission  of  paper  money  has  been  augmented  from  between 
20  and  30  per  cent  to  an  average  of  36  per  cent,  and  exchange  is 
again  normal. 

BEFOBT  OF  ABG£in:iNE  FTTBUC  HEALTH  WORKS. 

The  Obras  Sanitarias  de  la  Nacion  has  issued  its  report  for  the 
year  1915,  and  the  figures  show  an  increasing  revenue  notwitlistand- 
ing  the  difficult  conditions  that  have  existed  for  the  past  two  years. 
In  1915  the  sum  of  $3,506,486  was  spent  on  new  works  in  Buenos 
Aires  and  $8,728,875  in  the  Provinces.  The  net  income  from  the  old 
works  was  0.95  per  cent. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOHESTIC  COHHEBCE. 

DISTBICT  OFFICES.  COOPEBillTE  OFFICES. 


NEW  YORK :  Boom  400,  Cnstomhonsf . 

BOSTON :  18th  floor,  Cnstomhonst. 

CHICAGO:  604  Federal  Bnlldln;. 

ST.  LOKIS:  40S  Third  Xttioaal  Baak  Itnildlnit. 

ATLANTA:  621  Post  Offlre  Ballding. 

NEW  OBLEANS:  1020  H:bi'rB:.i  Itaak  Italldlax. 

SAX  FBANCI8C0:  <07  Csstonhone. 

SEATTI.)!:  848  Hear^  BiIMIej:. 


CLEVELAND:  Chambei  ol  CoMCiee. 
aNCLNXATI:  Chamber  of  Conmerce. 
ana.<(NATI:  C,  N.  O.  a  T.  p.  Uj.  Co. 
LOS  AN0ELE8:  Ckamber  of  Coaineree. 
PHILADELPHIA:  ChaBber  •!  CeaiuRr. 
CHATfANOOfiA :  Soath  Amrrleaa  As»Bt.  SaaU- 
era  Kj,  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMBBCE  BEPOBTS. 


751 


AMEBICAN  CONSTTLAB  OFIlCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizaticns  relative  to  conditions  in  their  i-espective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Bale.F.D 

Durban,  Natal,  Sooth 

Atrica. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Chefoo,  rhina 

Klairara  Falls, '  anoda. 
Port  -A  ntonio, Jamaica. 

Karachi,  India 

f 'olomho,  Ve\  Ion 

HaTitt,  France 

Vaneourer,  Canada.... 

Sept.   i 
Sept.    1 

Aug.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept    I 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
OH.    U 
Oct   31 
BoptU 

Lunenbnrg,  Vt. 

ifasterann,  William  W 

Baker,  E.  Carlton 

CaiTolltou,  ky. 

Apartment    No.    75,    The    Brunsvick, 

Washington,  D.  r. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street    Ba* 

tfona^han,  J.  <^ 

Jewell,  John  F 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Galena.  IIL 

Kemper,  Graham  H 

Ooodier,  James  H. ......... 

Department  of  State,  Washington.  D.  C. 
37  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  I  nlverslty  I  lub,  Kansas  i.  ity,  llo. 
Fssex.  Iowa. 

Haflelttne,  Kaw 

I/wnurd,  Walter  A 

Onbome.  John  Ball 

Depaitment  of  State,  Washington.  V.  0. 

Mansfitfd,  Robert  E 

Rushville,  Ind. 

7INANCIN0  PUBLIC  WOBKS  IN  COLOHBIA. 

The  Colombian  Government  has  recently  authorized  certain  munici- 
palities to  contract  loans  for  public  works^  in  accordance  with  a  law  of 
1913  governing  this  procedure.  In  its  is«ues  of  July  7  and  10  the 
Diario  Oficial  publishes  the  following:  "The  Municipal  Council  of 
the  District  of  Zaragoza  of  the  Department  of  Antioquia  is  author- 
ized to  contract  a  loan  for  $15,000  gold,  to  be  used  in  constructing  an 
iron  a(]ueduct  and  installing  an  electric  plant  in  that  district;  the 
Municipal  Council  of  the  District  of  Mosquera,  Department  of  Cun- 
dinamarca,  to  contract  a  loan  for  $10,000  gold  for  establishing  a 

Eublic  aqueduct  and  an  electric  plant;  the  Municipal  Council  of  the 
►istrict  of  Concepcion,  Department  of  Antioquia,  to  contract  a  loan 
for  $5,000  gold  for  the  installation  of  an  electric  plant. 


WOBK  BEGUN  ON  STUDY  OF  BLUE  CBAB. 

A  representative  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has 
begun  a  study  of  the  life  history,  habits,  and  conservation  of  the  blue 
crab.  Part  of  July  was  devoted  to  preliminary  observations  of  the 
crab  fishery  of  Chesapeake  Bay.  Tentative  plans  were  formed  in  ref- 
erence to  the  methods  and  localities  for  future  observations  and  ex- 
perimental work. 

New  Wage  Scale  for  Austrian  Miners. 

Vice  Consul  Kobert  S.  Townsend,  of  Carlsbad,  reports  that  wages 
for  miners  in  the  district  of  Bohemia  have  been  fixed  at  85  cents  a 
day  for  overseers;  69  cents  a  day  for  ore  diggers,  ore  handlers,  me- 
chanics of  all  classes,  and  stokers;  57  cents  for  workmen  over  20 
years  of  age;  45  cents  for  workmen  between  the  ages  of  16  and  20; 
and  28  cents  a  day  for  boys  and  women. 
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FOEEIGN  TEADE  OtPOETUMTIES: 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  S*r«««  and  its  dlatrlet  oflleca.'  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  asd  atate  opportanlty-,  Bwatber. 

.  The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  nssnme  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Furniture,  etc.,  No.  22231. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  Peru  writes  that  a  manufacturer  and  dealer  In  furniture  desires 
to  enter  Into  direct  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  upholsterers' 
supplies,  moldings,  and  ornaments  for  furniture  In  brass  and  wood ;  mirrors. 
Inexpensive  bedroom  and  dining-room  sets,  and  office  furniture  In  wood; 
of  high-grade  metal  office  furniture  and  equipment;  and  carpets  &nd  ruga 
Reference. 

Copper,  etc..  No.  22232. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland  writes 
that  a  manufacturer  of  copper  kitchen  utensils,  etc.,  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  firms  In  a  position  to  supply  raw  copper  in  rods  and  sheets 
as  well  as  half-finislied  products.    Correspondence  in  German. 

Hosiery,  »hoe»,  etc..  No.  22233. — A  merchant  in  the  West  Indies  informs  nn 
American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  receive  catalogues  of  imttaUon 
silverware,  shoes,  and  hosiery.  Catalogues  and  correspondence  may  be  In 
English,  but  French  is  preferred. 

General  representation.  No.  22234. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Venezueln 
reports  that  an  establLsheil  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  obtain  general 
agencies  of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  Correspondence  prefer- 
ably In  Spanish.    No  particular  line  Is  specified. 

Stationen/,  cutlery,  etc..  No.  22235. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  writes 
that  the  representative  of  a  firm  in  Russia,  who  is  now  in  the  United 
States,  desires  to  get  in  touch  with  American  firms  Iiandllng  hosiery;  cut- 
lery, gloves,  stationery,  and  draftsmen's  Instruments.  Cash  will  be  paid 
against  documents  In  New  York.    Reference. 

Pharmaceutical  products,  ehemicals,  etc.,  No.  22236. — ^An  American  consular 
officer  in  Portugal  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for 
dyes,  chemicals,  and  pharmaceutical  products,  l>enzlne,  etc.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English  and  should  state  conditions  and  prices  in  detail,  pref- 
erably c.  1  .f.  destination. 

Knitting  machines,  etc..  No.  22237. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  machines 
for  knitting  hosiery,  capable  of  producing  goods  from  yarns  of  which  sam- 
ples are  submitted.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  and  samples 
inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  79307.) 

Agricultural  machinery,  No.  22238. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  In  East 
Africa  reports  an  interest  in  small  farm  tractors ;  also  In  a  maize  cleaning 
and  drying  plant. 

Needles,  No.  22239. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  writes  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  hosiery-needle 
manufacturers  in  the  United  States.  Requirements  about  20,000  annually. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 

I'umps,  machinery,  etc.,  No.  22240. — ^Tiie  Bureau  is  informed  that  the  authori- 
ties of  a  city  in  South  America  have  expressed  a  desire  to  receive  cata- 
logues of  pumps  for  cleaning  out  wells,  and  of  machinery  for  digging,  work- 
ing, and  otherwise  obtaining  water  for  stock  and  family  use  from  artesian 
wells.    Correspondence  in  Spanish. 

Hosierp,  novelties,  etc.,  No.  22241. — The  representative  of  a  firm  In  France,  who 
is  now  in  the  United  States,  desires  to  communicate  with  firms  handling 
wool  and  cotton  tissues,  gloves,  hosiery,  novelties,  and  fancy  articles.  Ref- 
erence. 
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EZFOBT  LICENSES  FOB  BTTSSIAH  GOODS. 

The  commercial  attache  of  the  Imperial  Eussian  Embassy  has  been 
ad\ised  by  the  Eussian  Minister  of  Finance  that  the  following  pro- 
cedure must  be  followed  in  the  payment  for  all  goods  purchased  in 
Eussia  and  exported  to  the  United  States: 

If  an  American  importer  desires  to  purchase  commodities  in  Eussia 
for  exportation  to  the  United  States  he  must  in  each  instance  furnish 
to  the  Eussian  commercial  attache  a  guaranty  that  the  value  of  the 
shipment  in  dollars  has  been  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  "  Section 
Etrang^re,  Ministere  Finances,"  with  the  National  City  Bank,  of 
New  York  City,  so  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  may  pay  to  the 
Eussian  exporter  the  equivalent  of  these  dollars  in  rubles,  at  the 
rate  as  fixed  by  the  Chamber  of  Compensation  in  Petrograd  the  day 
the  dollars  were  deposited  in  New  York  City. 

It  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  American  importers  to  furnish 
to  the  Eussian  commercial  attache  the  following  data:  (1)  Letter 
from  the  National  City  Bank  stating  the  amount  that  was  deposited 
by  the  American  importer  to  the  credit  of  the  account  "Section 
Etrangere,  Ministere  Finances";  (2)  statement)  of  the  quantity  of 
the  commodity  and  the  value;  (3)  the  name  and  address  of  the  Eus- 
sian exporter  to  whom  the  license  to  ship  should  be  given. 


LOAN  FOB  EXTENSION  OF  COLOMBIAN  BAILWAT. 

The  Colombian  Congress  has  authorized  the  Government  to  con- 
tract one  or  more  loans  for  a  total  sum  not  to  exceed  $400,000,  to  be 
used  in  the  extension  of  the  Tolima  Eailway  to  Ibague.  The  authori- 
zation as  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  specifies  that  the  loan  will 
be  guaranteed  by  a  mortgage  on  the  railway,  including  the  part 
already  constructed.  The  usual  interest  rates  and  the  amortization 
will  be  covered  by  the  proceeds  of  the  railway,  secured  by  2  per  cent 
(if  the  proceeds  of  the  Atlantic  custdhnhouses. 


Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yost,  of  Barcelona,  reports  that 

published  statistics  place  the  production  of  cane  sugar  in  Spain  for 

the  first  half  of  the  current  year  at  3,744  metric  tons  (metric  ton= 

•2,204.6  pounds),  as  compared  with  5,011  tons  for  January-^une,  1915. 
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BBAZn.  Air  IHPOBTAirr  SOTTSCE  07  EABSWOODS. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Oottscbalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro.] 

While  it  is  true  that  the  great  resources  of  the  Brazilian  B«public, 
richer  in  forest  tracts  than  any  other  Kepublic  in  Latin  America, 
have  been  exploited  only  in  small  part,  and  while  the  coming  of  new 
railways  and  avenues  of  communication  will  produce  a  notable  in- 
crease in  the  country's  output,  there  are  already  many  firms  here 
which  are  able  to  furnish  foreign  customers  with  Brazilian  hard- 
woods in  almost  any  desired  quantity,  subject  to  a  reasonable  notice — ■. 
say  90  days — for  shipment. 

Much  of  the  vast  Brazilian  forest  is  so  inaccessible  as  to  cause  the 
despair  of  the  foreign  lumberman,  who  is  trained  to  have  a  clear 
view  of  the  country  and  to  estimate  its  output  at  so  many  trees  per 
acre  or  hectare.  For  this  reason  it  is  sometimes  hard  to  control  the 
supply  or  to  set  prices.  One  tree  situated  near  by  costs  the  lumber^ 
man  a  small  sum,  and  another  can  be  brought  to  the  coast  only  at  a 
much  greater  cost.  The  supply,  however,  is  in  a  measure  controlled 
by  certain  large  firms  upon  whom  reliance  may  be  placed  when  prices 
have  been  given  and  a  steady  supply  promised. 
Taearanda  Best  Known  to  Foreign  Bnyen. 

Of  all  the  woods  of  Brazil,  the  Jacaranda  (machacritum,  French ; 
paUssandre,  vulg.)  is  known  perhaps  to  a  greater  number  of  foreign 
buyers  than  any  other.  It  is  found  here  in  all  its  varieties — Jaca- 
randa violeta  (cabiuna),  Jacaranda  cipo,  Jacaranda  rosa,  Jacaranda 
ta,  etc. — and  with  its  remarkable  undulations  in  the  grain  and  delicate 
shadings  is  considered  one  of  the  handsomest  woods  in  the  world's 
markets.  It  is  sold  in  North  America,  France,  and  Germany,  and  is 
used  extensively  in  making  the  higher-priced  articles  of  rnmiture 
and  in  cabinetmaking  generally. 

Persons  well  acquainted  with  the  local  output  and  the  uses  to  which 
the  various  kinds  of  wood  are  put  abroad  classify  the  Brazilian  hard- 
woods as  follows: 

Woods  for  building  purposes  on  land  and  in  water — Peroba  ama- 
rella,  Peroba  parda,  Peroba  rosa,  Vinhatico  amarello,  Cedro  rosa, 
Bicuniba,  Ipe  tabaco,  Sapucaia,  Jequitiba  rosa,  cacunda,  Oleo  copa- 
hyba,  Pequia  marfim,  Arariba  rosa,  Sucupira  amarella,  Angehm 
^dra,  Canella  parda,  Massaranduba,  Araca,  Guarabu  (roxinho), 
uoncala  alves,  Garapa,  and  many  others  similar  to  these. 

Woods  for  hydraulic  work  particularly — Massaranduba,  Oleo  copa- 
hyba,  Roxinho,  Garapa,  Ipe  tabacco,  Angelim  pedra,  arariba  rosa, 
Cacunda,  Jatahy,  Peroba  rosa,  Peroba  parda,  Sapuacaia,  and  many 
others  similar  to  these. 

Woods  for  carved  work,  the  manufacture  of  expensive  furnitures, 
etc.^^acaranda,  Goncalo  alves,  Pequia  marfim,  Oleo  vermelho,  and 
manv  othei-s  similar  to  these. 

Woods  for  railway  ties  (used  by  the  railways  of  Brazil) — Canella 
capitao  inor.  Canella  prego.  Canella  preta,  Canella  sassafraz,  Ipe 
tabaco,  Oleo  pardo,  Jatoba  roxo.  Oiti,  Peroba  rosa,  Piuna,  Sapucaia, 
Sucupira,  Ubatam  verm.,  Angelim  pedra,  Massaranduba,  Oleo 
jatahy,  Arapoca  amarella,  Arariba  rosa,  Canella  amarella,  Canella 
parda,  Gibatao.  Gurabu,  Morindiba,  Peroba,  amarella,  Angelim 
aniarpiw,  Camboata  vermelho.  Canella  cravo,  Oleo  copahyba,  Araiba, 
(^inolla  bagiv.  Canella  cheiro.  Peroba  rosa,  Ararilm  amarello, 
<'iiu«lla  batniha,  Canella  vermelha,  Jequitiba. 
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The  woods  are  always  logged  in  different  sizes,  from  3|  meter 
lengths  to  12  meters,  and  their  circumferences  range  from  1.40  to  2 
meters  (meter =3.28  feet). 
Descriptions  of  Woods. 

Pequia  marfim  (ivory  Pequia)  is  of  a  clear  yellow  color,  remind- 
ing one  of  old  ivory  by  its  aspect,  of  compact  grain  and  almost 
in\'isible  pores.  It  is  employed  in  cabinetwork,  moldings,  embossed 
work,  carved  work,  etc.    It  takes  varnish  very  well. 

Peroba  rosa  is  rose  colored,  with  dark  veins,  very  compact  grain, 
and  no  apparent  pores.  It  is  considered  excellent  for  naval  con- 
struction and  cabinetmaking,  and  is  frequently  employed  for  fur- 
niture. 

Araribd  rosa  is  considered  a  low  wood ;  when  worked  on  it  exhales 
an  agreeable  perfume;  it  resists  warmth  and  rain  for  many  years. 
It  is  used  for  cabinetwork  and  coopering.  The  Indians  formerly 
extracted  from  this  wood  a  rose-colored  dye  with  which  they  stained 
their  mats  and  baskets.    It  is  also  used  for  beams. 

Sucupira  amarella  is  yellow,  with  a  veiy  compact  grain.  It  is 
used  in  naval  and  other  construction,  and  is  considered  a  first-class 
wood.    Stakes,  beams,  etc.,  are  made  of  it. 

Ipe  tabaco  has  a  greenish  dark-gray  color.  It  produces  a  yellowish 
powder  between  the  grain,  called  by  carpenters  "  tobacco  of  Ip^," 
because  it  causes  sneezing  when  inhaled.  The  bark  of  this  wood 
possesses  medicinal  properties. 

Sapucaia  Vermelha  is  of  a  reddish-yellow  color,  with  compact 
tissue,  longitudinal  pores,  and  very  thin  fibers.  This  tree  produces 
fruit  in  the  shape  of  an  oval  capsule,  containing  almonds  covered 
with  a  white  sweetidi  meat,  the  shells  being  used  for  drinking  cups. 
It  is  employed  in  naval  construction  and  by  joiners  and  cabinet- 
makers.   It  is  also  used  for  beams  and  hydraulic  stakes. 

Peroba  amarella  is  of  a  yellowish  gray  color,  with  few  veins  and 
of  a  compact  fiber.  It  is  considered  an  excellent  wood  and  very 
much  used  in  construction,  in  railroads,  etc.  This  kind  of  peroba  is 
the  most  used  in  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  it  replaces  oak 
for  medium-priced  furniture. 

Angelim  pedra  is  of  a  yellowish  color,  with  very  visible  pores.  It 
is  often  considered  of  the  second  class,  but  splendid  for  naval  and 
other  construction,  because  of  its  resistance.  It  is  also  employed  for 
beams,  rafters,  shingles,  etc.  It  has  the  property  of  being  very 
bitter,  and  therefore  never  is  attacked  by  worms. 
Caeunda  Extensively  Employed  in  Making  Farnltnre. 

Cacunda  is  clear  yellow,  with  longitudinal  veins  and  almost  in- 
\isible  pores.  It  is  considered  a  very  fine  wood  for  both  civil  and 
naval  construction.  It  is  one  of  the  most  abundant  woods  in  Brazil, 
i\nd  is  extensively  employed  in  manufacturing  furniture.  It  can  also 
lie  used  for  hydraulic  construction. 

Canella  parda  is  dark  gray  with  very  compact  grain.  It  is  con- 
sidered very  good  for  interior  work,  beams,  shingles,  boards,  etc. 

Massaranduba  has  a  dark  red  color  and  almost  invisible  pores  with 
very  compact  grain.  Its  fruit  contains  a  sweet,  milky  juice  that  is 
used  in  place  of  cow's  milk  and  which,  24  hours  after  having  been 
extracted,  turns  into  an  elastic  mass  very  similar  to  rubber  in  its  raw 
state.  The  fruit  possesses  nourishing,  pectoral,  and  einolient  prop- 
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erties.  The  bark  is  very  rich  in  tanning  and  dyeing  properties.  It 
is  considered  a  first-class  wood  for  use  under  water  and  for  boats 
and  railway  ties,  and  of  the  very  best  kind  for  beams. 

Cedro  (cedar)  has  a  clear  rosy  color,  and  the  Cedro  Rosa  has  an 
odor  similar,  some  people  consider,  to  that  of  roses.  It  is  used  in 
civil  and  naval  construction,  in  joinery  and  scroUwork,  canoes  and 
boatSj  boat  planks,  frames,  rulers,  furniture  linings,  cigar  boxes, 
moldings,  etc. 

Vinhatico  is  a  beautiful  wood  and  possesses  a  yellow  color  with  a 
very  visible  grain  and  veins.  The  veins  themselves  form  ellipses 
around  its  darker  core.  It  is  considered  wood  of  superior  quality 
and  is  employed  in  Brazil  for  cabinetmaking.  It  is  very  much  used 
in  construction,  in  planks,  doors,  canoes,  furniture  moldings,  etc. 

Araga  is  of  a  greyish  color,  with  the  exception  of  the  Araga  Ver- 
inelho  variety,  which  tends  more  to  red.  The  Araga  Branco  gives 
very  good  fruit.  The  wood  is  much  used  for  beams,  as  it  is  very 
hard  and  resistant.  The  Ara(;&  Piranga  is  used  in  both  naval  and 
civil  construction,  owing  to  its  elasticity  and  hardness.  The  Ara^a 
de  Pomba  is  used  for  tool  handles  and  also  for  engineering  instru- 
ments. 

Guarabu  (Roxinlio)  is  of  a  purple  reddish  color,  very  easily  distin- 
guished. It  is  used  in  constructicwi  and  hydraulic  work,  for  beams, 
carriage  wheels,  wainscoting,  interior  work,  stockades,  etc. 

One  of  Host  Beautiful  Woods  and  Also  One  of  Hardest. 

Gon^alo  Alves,  by  reason  of  its  brilliant  imdulations,  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  woods  in  Brazil  and  is  also  oae  of  the 
hardest  It  is  excellent  for  construction  and  is  sousfat  for  furniture, 
molding  and  inlaid  work.    It  is  used  very  iriwfitcicles  of  jj^hosoc  8oa& 

Jequitibi  roea  is  rose  colored,  tend'^  -T  ujgp  mq.  with 

very  visible  veins  and  pc'With  the  local  f>»tiaitju  wi»«**'*\,jiio  lecond 
class;  is  used  for  inJt^d  ac*»  «"J  "oors,  ceilin^^     -9K^  etc. 

Bicuhiba  or  bif:  >&.  oil-nut  tree)  reminds  ^le  in  many  ways  of 
cedar,  but  is  dai  Aer,  less  porous,  and  has  not  the  cedar's  odor.  It  is 
considered  a  good  wood  for  construction,  and  is  very  much  used  for 
shingles,  ceilings,  furniture,  linings,  rafters,  beams,  and  for  gi^eral 
hydraulic  work.  The  bicuiba  branca  ^ves  a  fruit  from  which  a 
medicinal  butter  is  extracted.  The  bicmba  vermelha  gives  a  medici- 
nal oil.  When  an  incision  is  made  in  the  bicuiba  tree  it  yields  a 
very  tian  juice  which  turns  from  white  to  red  under  the  acti<m  of 
the  air.    Its  almond  reminds  one  of  the  common  nutmeg. 

Oleo  copahyba  (capivi  tree)  produces  a  wood  which  is  similar  to 
mahogany,  without  ite  fine  marMngs,  has  a  very  agreeable  odor,  and 
by  its  applications  is  considered  wood  of  very  high  grade.  It  is 
employed  in  all  kinds  of  construction.  It  is  the  best  wood  for  hy- 
draulic work  on  account  of  its  resistance  to  dampness.  It  gives 
a  medicinal  oil  which  is  popular.  It  is  very  resinous  and  its  resin 
is  valuable. 

Garapa  is  a  wood  of  a  clear  and  clean  yellowish  color.  It  has 
great  qualities  of  resistance  and  hardness,  a  good  grain,  and  is  very 
much  hked.  It  has  very  compact  fibers.  It  is  used  generally  for  con- 
struction, and  is  very  well  regarded  for  use  in  making  spokes  for 
wheels  and  for  every  kind  of  work  where  great  resistance  is  expected 
of  relatively  thin  pieces. 
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Figures  Show  Exports  for  Three  Tears. 

The  statistical  department  of  the  customhouse  nt  Bio  de  Janeiro 
gives  figures  showing  the  exports  of  various  kinds  of  Brazilian  hard- 
Woods,  from  1913  to  the  end  of  1915.  These  exports,  with  weights 
given  in  kilos  of  2.2  pounds  and  values  in  United  States  currency, 
were: 


Kbds  and  coontrlas  of  destination. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.    Value. 

Quanlily. 

Value, 

Acsmi: 

Portugal kU05.. 

6.890 

S986 

[ 

Codro: 

Qermany do 

United  SUtes do 

200 

16 

1 

151, COj  :    SI. 381 
219, 4M)        5,010 
81,003           710 

Unit«l  Kingdom do.... 

Portng»l      .  .do  , 

400 

27 



Total do.... 

600 

43 

452.085  1      7,101 

Jacarandi: 

Germany do 

535,710 

18,784 

741,769 

1,001,045 

123,884 

33,013 

818 

39,835 

64,138 

5,409 

856,700 

137,205 

1 

Belftium do.... 

UiiKed  States do.... 

Fiance do.... 

1,194,100 
865,870 
114,820 

46,253 
26,878 
3,760 

1,815,438  ;    81,651 

United  Kingdom do.... 

24,631  ;         846 

ToUl do.... 

2,463,690 

145,388 

2,799,432 

116,735 

1,839,972 

82,498 

Massaiandut>a: 

United  Kingdom do.... 

40,000 
338,600 

Portugal do.... 

101,900 

3,668 

24,000 

600 

5,568 

Total do.... 

104.900 

3,668 

34,000 

600 

378,000 

6,338 

Pad  Biacii: 

Cliile do.... 

30,500 
9,000 

1  143 

*337 



Total do.... 

1 

39,500 

1,481 

1 

Prnho: 

10,558 
17,521 

9,190 
15,396 

Uruguay do 

Total do.... 

28,079 

24,687 



■Inlio: 
»    Oennany board.-).. 

600 

380,  WO 

80,102 

301 
184.292 
35,030 

■,..    i»r 

Argentina do 

Uruguay . . .-. do 

212,366 
8l,8fe 

91,690 
39,356 

1,140,274 
76,858 

373,964 
26,799 

Total do.... 

441,542 

219,630 

297,258 

131,046 

1,217,162 

399,764 

Sebastiio  de  Arruda: 

Germany Itllos. . 

73,338 
207,660 

15,410 
421,452 

3,036 
11,144 

627 
22,617 

24,644 

991 

Belglvmi do.... 

Unllod  States do.... 

France do.... 

8,420 

339 

.... 

: 

Total do.... 

717,860 

38,524 

33,064 

1,330 

Kot  specified: 

Germany do 

287,529 

58:5.015 

90.802 

2X.87.i 

u-i.an 

4,114 

31,532 

SO, 053 

1,091,700 

6,233 
8.166 
6,379 

823 
9,476 

703 
2,330 
2,987 
7,563 

625.498 
879.150 
188.000 

78.378 
171.915 

7,orj 

13,465 

21,226 

4,450 

1,909 

3,957 

220 

1,226,257 

7.229 

Belgium do 

United  States do 

27,264 
23,848 
37,180 
15,300 

1  017 

France do 

United  Kingdom do.... 

Italy do.... 

2,232 

1,045 

500 

Portugal do.... 

Uruguay do.... 

122,420 
249,900 

2,935 
3,156 

89,188 
61  912 

2,391 
565 

Total do 

2,298,837 

44,668 

2,322,334 

51.319  1  1,480,929 

15,011 

Notspeeified: 

iiS^:::::::::::::::::::::^:: 

1.799 
1.179 

9.608 
44.000 

824 

4.191  1              485 

4,473 

Paraguay do.... 

7,917       70,038 

4.a<7  !    ^i.fnt 

Uruguay do.... 

40  1           Xi               200  '          240 

10  935  1  121  "^(y)  1           "i  191 

Total do 

4,473 
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Set  of  Samples  Collected  for  American  Importers. 

An  unusually  complete  set  of  samples  of  Brazilian  hardTvoods  has 
been  collected  at  the  request  of  the  American  consulate  general  by  a 
firm  in  Eio  de  Janeiro.  The  firm  is  an  important  one  here.  It  is 
believed  that  American  merchants  can  obtam  sufficient  information 
regarding  business  houses  here  from  the  American  agents  of  the  fol- 
lowing banks  to  which  the  firm  mentioned  refers:  British  Bank  of 
South  Amei'ica  (New  York  agents,  tlie  Bank  of  New  York,  48  Wall 
Street,  New  Yoi'k  City);  London  &  Brazilian  Bank  (Ltd.),  (New 
York  agents,  London  &  Brazilian  Bank  (Ltd.),  56  Wall  Street  New 
York  City) ;  and  London  &  River  Plate  Bank  (Ltd.),  (New  York 
agents,  the  Merchants'  National  Bank,  42  Wall  Street,  New  York 
City) .  The  firm's  lumbering  is  done  in  the  Brazilian  States  of  Minas 
Geraes,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  Espirito  Santo.  It  offers  to  supply  any 
quantities  desired,  subject  to  90  days'  notice  for  shipment,  delivered 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro  or  Victoria,  Brazil. 

[Thirty-one  samples  of  Brazilian  hardwoods  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bnrean 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  oflSces.  The 
name  of  the  firm  that  furnished  the  samples,  together  with  a  list  of  other  ex- 
porters of  Brazilian  hardwoods  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  may  be  obtained  from  these 
offices.  Refer  in  each  Instance  to  file  No.  79087.  A  previous  article  on  the 
Brazilian  hardwood  supply  was  published  In  CX)umebce  Reposts  for  July  15, 
1916.] 


DTTEBNATIONAL  EIECTSIC  AITB  HAOHETIC  UBITS. 

"The  International  ^stem  of  Electric  and  Magnetic  Units"  is 
the  subject  of  Scientific  Paper  No.  292,  which  has  just  been  published 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  The  paper  gives  full 
descriptions  of  the  existing  methods  of  measurement  and  those  which 
have  been  proposed,  and  stotes  the  advantages  of  the  methods  already 
approved. 

Ail  electrical  measurements  in  the  various  countries  are  based  on 
certain  standards  kept  at  bureaus  of  standards.  These  standards 
represent  the  units,  such  as  the  volt  and  ampere,  in  terms  of  which 
measurements  are  expressed.  Several  different  systems  of  electric 
and  magnetic  units  have  been  proposed  from  time  to  time.  These 
^sterns  have  been  put  forward  as  having  noteworthy  advantages  id 
a  theoretical  way  over  the  tmits  which  are  ordinarily  used.  A  care- 
ful study,  however,  has  shown  that  the  advantages  of  the  proposed 
OTstems  are  not  such  as  to  justify  a  general  change  of  units.  In  fact. 
Scientific  Paper  No.  292  snows  that  the  ordinary  units  are  in  many 
ways  superior  to  those  proposed. 


NEW  BANE  BUILDINO  FOB  CHILEAN  POBT. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  Joly  28.] 

The  Banco  Espanol  de  Chile  will  erect  at  Antofagasta  a  new 
building  to  be  occupied  by  the  branch  of  that  bank  in  this  city. 
This  may  oflfer  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  vaults,  safes,  or  other 
appliances  used  by  banks.  The  head  office  of  the  bank  is  at  Santiago, 
Cnile. 
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JAPAN'S  FOBEION  TEASE  mCBEASING  BAPIDLT. 

[Consal  General  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokobama,  Aug.  2.] 

The  Japanese  customs  authorities  have  compiled  the  figures  of 
Japan's  foreign  trade  for  the  six  months  ended  June  30, 1916.  There 
were  substantial  increases  in  both  imiDorts  and  exports. 

The  exports  of  merchandise  amounted  to  $234,078,526,  an  increase 
of  $84,063,888  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  The  imports 
of  merchandise  were  $189,649,816,  an  increase  of  $45,711,611.  The 
excess  of  exports  over  imports  was  $44,428,710,  compared  with  about 
$6,000,000  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1915. 

Exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  were  valued  at 
$1,786,924,  compared  with  $12,869,690  during  the  cori-esponding 
period  of  1915. 

Imports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  likewise  show  a  reversal 
of  conditions  m  the  two  periods.  Their  value  in  1916  was  $14,944,892 ; 
in  1915,  $1,685,024. 

Customs  duties  collected  amoimted  to  $7,654,158,  showing  a  de- 
crease of  $34,533,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1915. 
Such  a  decrease  of  revenue,  when  considered  in  connection  with  the 
marked  increase  of  imports,  indicates  a  decided  change  in  the  char- 
acter of  goods  purchased  by  Japan. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  first  half  of  1916  amounted 
to  $71,883,580;  for  the  first  half  of  1915,  $39,064,002,  an  increase  of 
$32,819,578;  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  first  half  of 
1916,  $45,670,717;  for  the  first  half  of  1915,  $27,428,280;  increase, 
$18,242,437. 

Classes  of  Exports  Which  Show  Greatest  Increases. 

Of  exports  which  show  the  greatest  increase,  the  articles  mentioned 
in  order  of  importance  are:  Kaw  silk,  cotton  underclothing,  cotton 
tissues,  cotton  yarns,  copper,  silk  waste,  sulphur,  porcelain,  buttons, 
lumber^  coal,  toys,  matches,  hats  and  caps,  silk  handkerchiefs,  cam- 
phor, tinned  crabs,  and  isinglass. 

The  countries  which  appear  to  have  shared  in  this  increase  of 
exports  from  Japan,  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  are  the  United 
States,  China,  Great  Britain,  Russia,  British  India,  Australia,  Dutch 
Indies,  France,  Canada,  Egypt  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  Philippine 
Islands,  Hawaii,  and  Indo-Cnina. 

Of  imports  which  show  the  gi-eatest  increase,  the  articles  men- 
tioned in  order  of  importance  are:, Raw  cotton,  iron  and  steel  bars, 
rods,  and  plates,  iron  and  steel  ingots,  pig,  etc.,  lead,  nails,  rubber, 
pulp  for  paper  making,  paper,  machinery,  and  wool.  Noticeable 
decreases  m  imports  appear  under  the  heads  of  rice,  wheat,  bi'ans 
and  peas,  sugar,  sulphate  of  ammonium,  hemp,  china  grass,  phos- 
phorite, oil  cake,  and  kerosene. 

.  The  countries  which  have  shared  in  the  increase  of  imports  into 
Japan,  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  are  the  United  States, 
British  India,  China,  Great  Britain,  Australia,  Egypt,  Sweden, 
Chile,  and  Norway. 

An  agency  for  American  buttons  has  been  established  in  Marseille 
through  information  supplied  to  the  manufacturer  by  Consul  Gen- 
eral A.  Gaulin,  of  that  French  port. 
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BECOBS  EZFOBTS  FBOH  HONGEOVO  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Carleton,  Hongkong,  British  China,  July  20.] 

According  to  the  records  of  the  Hongkong  consulate  general  for 
the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year  the  value  of  goods  shipped 
from  this  port  to  the  United  States  was  $5,363,000  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  this  office,  the  nearest  approach  to  these  figures  having  been 
in  1913,  when  the  exports  during  January-June  amounted  to 
$3,182,004.  For  the  first  six  months  of  1912  the  shipments  had  a 
declared  value  of  $2,635,311;  in  1914,  $2,630,258;  in  1915,  $3,019,2^. 

The  items  of  merchandise  which  have,  caused  this  large  increase  in 
Hongkong's  trade  with  tlie  United  States  are  rice,  tin,  cassia  vera, 
antimony,  and  shelled  peanuts.  The  exports  of  rice  have  never  been 
exceeded;  those  of  tin  were  exceeded  only  in  1913,  and  then  by  a 
narrow  margin;  the  cassia  trade  has  been  exceptionally  large,  and 
previous  exportations  for  similar  periods  were  far  below  the  record 
for  1916.  Antimony  was  first  listed  as  an  important  item  in  1915, 
and  the  exports  for  1916  were  three  times  as  great;  notwithstanding 
the  Hongkong  restrictions  and  the  high  freight  rates.  Shelled  pea- 
nuts were  exported  to  the  value  of  $127,209,  which  figure  has  been 
exceeded  but  once  since  1912. 
Principal  Articles  Invoiced  in  Past  Five  Tears. 

The  value  of  these  and  other  leading  exports  to  the  United  States 
during  January- June  of  each  of  the  last  five  years  was: 


Articles. 

First  six  months— 

1913 

1913 

1914 

1915 

M16 

Bias,  olMned  and  biolrai 

$594,445 

908.448 

80,794 

1778,226 

1,275,227 

103.304 

»714.401 

630.522 

69,654 

$1,367,318 
603.161 
45.507 
30.640 
43,002 
21.123 
37,675 
34.007 
946,915 

12,157,448 

Tin.' 

1122:  JO 

Cassia 

m.sn 

n.9S) 

Feanats,  shaUed 

4.253 
56,271 
33,252 

25.633 
82,224 
38.574 
30.433 
848,483 

201.957 
15.283 
61,362 
.'^1.262 

886,917 

137.309 

Human  nalr.. 

2t,SI» 

Ttattan  fomitura. 

22.397 

Seaerass  (Umfton 

24.418 

Another 

957.848 

1,472,  in> 

Total 

2,635,311 

3,182,001 

2,630.258 

3,019,348 

6,3(3,0)0 

Xosses  and  Gains  in  Colony's  Philippine  Trade. 

The  feature  of  the  Hongkong-Philippine  trade  is  the  general 
average  on  the  value  and  nature  of  the  declared  exports  from  month 
to  month  and  from  year  to  year.  The  notable  exception  to  the  rule 
was  in  1912,  when  the  exports  for  the  first  six  months  amounted  to 
$3,543,078 — explained  by  the  failure  of  the  rice  crops  in  the  Philip- 
pines and  the  necessity  of  extraoixlinary  importations  of  this  cereaL 
For  similar  periods  of  other  years  the  value  of  the  exports  from 
this  colony  to  the  islands  was:  1913,  $2,006,368;  1914,  $1,518,287; 
1915,  $2,399,952;  1916,  $2,157,334.  In  1916,  the  rice  exports  were 
some  $400,000  less  than  in  1915,  silk  declined  about  $10,000,  cement 
$30,000,  and  lard  $8,000. 

On  the  other  hand  cattle  shipments  increased  from  $278  to  $51,096 
through  the  withdrawal  of  the  prohibition  by  the  Philippine  Grovem- 
ment  of  shipments  of  cattle  from  Hongkong.  Cotton  manufactures 
advanced  from  $129,934  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  to  $132,615 
m  the  corresponding  period  in  1916 :  cotton  yam  in  this  item  repre- 
sented a  value  of  $38,627  in  1915  and  $74,730  in  1916.  ^eans,  which 
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are  listed  under  the  general  head  of  "vegetables,"  were  exported 
to  Manila  to  the  value  of  $14^254  in  1915  and  $24,918  in  1916;  these 
values  represent,  respectively,  1,001,810  pounds  and  1,516,530  pounds 
of  beans. 
Leading  Philippine  Pnrohases — Hongkong-Hawaii  Cargoes. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  from  Hongkong  to  the  Philippine 
Islands  for  the  first  six  months  of  1912-191C  and  their  declared 
values  were : 


Aitidos. 

First  six  months— 

1912 

1913 

1914 

S334 
56,250 
72.0i« 
43.590 
323.38) 
112.205 
17.394 
25.640 
867,459 

1915 

t278 

61.257 

12b.  934 

58.787 

1,421.  54 

126.343 

8.084 

19.921 

583.891 

1916 

Cattle 

151,096 

Cement 

$135,855 

1114.109 
90.527 
34.819 
(52,892 
106.703 
14.693 
33,799 
958,828 

21.141 

132.615 

Lard          

60.928 

1,845.521 

90  297 

50.096 

Bice 

1,028.290 

BOk         

110.481 

Ilatch<«<                    

33.804 

W<kk1  ftn<l  mftnufftct^res 

38.890 
1,371.678 

15.817 

An  ot  her             

707.994 

Xotal 

1.543,078 

2,006,388 

1,518.287 

2,399,952 

2,157,334 

As  to  the  Hongkong-Hawaiian  trade,  the  exports  from  here  are 
practically  the  same  frMn  year  to  year.  The  declared  value  of  these 
shipments  in  January-June,  1916,  was  $150,971 ;  in  the  first  semester 
of  1915,  $119,799.  Fish  (valued  at  $19,345  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1916,  against  $17,861  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1915),  fruits 
and  nuts  ($10,205,  against  $8,544  last  year),  meat  and  dairy  products 
($11,242,  against  $8,397),  spirits  and  wines  ($19,925,  against  $17,584), 
tea  ($13,937,  against  $10,356),  and  vegetables  ($15,591,  against 
^,329)  were  the  most  important  articles  entering  into  this  trade 
during  the  half  year  just  ended. 


AHEBICAN  CONSTTLAE  OFFICEBS  ON  lEAYg-Qf  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  om  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  ormnizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspo.idence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

.\ddress. 

H«l»  F  11        

Huddenflrld,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica — 

Chefoo  Cliina         

8»pt.    5 
Sept.    1 

Ang.  30 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.   11 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  16 

Lunenburg,  Vt. 
CafTollton,  Ky. 

Apartment    No.    75,    The    Brunswick, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

liastoson,  WUliam  W 

Baker,  E.  Carlton 

Javell  John  F 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Ralena,  III 

KMDjper,  Onhiun  H 

Eriurt,  0<nnany 

Niagara  Falls,  Tunada. 
Port  Antonlo.Jamaica. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  C'evlon 

Havre,  Prance 

Vancouver,  Canada... . 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  Slate,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  inlveislty  t  lub,  Kansas  tity,  Mo. 
Vsaex,  Iowa. 

Lalns.Jamc*  Oliver 

Leonud.  WalUsr  A 

Oaborne,  Jebn  Ball 

Mantfeld,  Bobert  B. ....... 

RushviUe,  Ind. 
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The  movement  of  coal  and  coke  over  12  leadin?  eastern  railroads 
during  May  and  five  months  ending  May,  1915  ana  1916,  follows: 


MAY. 


Class«3  and  railroads. 

Originating  on  line. 

Received  from  connec- 
tions. 

ToUl. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

FOB  RE\'ENVB  ONtT. 

Anthraclle: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Start  (MM. 

akortlotu. 

Sliortlotu. 
93,688 

12,234 

464 

1,268 

96,601 

31 

481,985 

866 

151 

33,136 

Short  lOM. 
78,194 

20,024 
289 
718 

82,411 

134 

496,949 

438 

460 

34,963 

Short  totu. 
83,688 

13,234 

464 

1,367 

682,775 

31 
972,995 

866 

296 

33,136 

Short  lout. 
78,184 

20,034 
388 

BuflaIo,Rocbester&  Pltts- 

j^iifTA"^  <^  A^iMiifti^Aima  r . . 

Cbeaapeoke  4  Ohio 

Eric. 

99 
684,171 

30 
656,916 

748 
738,326 

134 

Buntingdon  &  Broad  Top 
Mountain 

PeiuLsylvanifl  ....... 

491,010 

458,143 

957,081 
438 

IMttsburgh,  Sfaawmut  & 
Northern.... 

145 

"tt'oslern  Maryland 

24,862 

" 

Total 

1,075,425 

1,114,087 

722,437 

706,569 

1,797,863 

1,820  056 

Bituminous: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Bulftlo.Rochestor  ic  Pltts- 
bureh 

2,230,429 

592,356 

13,519 

1,782,034 

16,586 

52,148 

462,728 
1,841,490 
3,103,681 

146,361 
256,812 
266,763 

2,004,552 

606,500 

94,694 

2,311,838 

12,611 

64,870 

690,354 
2,187,851 
3,488,436 

258,960 
365,391 
314,121 

493,792 

6,873 

139,281 
467,334 

22,388 

498,881 

3,  Si. 

40 

333,256 

624,910 

24,020 

3,723,221 

599,229 

73,565 

1.911,315 

483,820 

74,536 

462,728 
3.153,792 
3,393,328 

147,010 
289,381 
717,585 

3,103,443 

670,352 

94,831 

3.544,094 

637,431 

79,496 

690,354 
2,811, 849 
3,926,030 

259,154 
409,308 

BulZalo  6c  Sus<ni6haiiiia. 

Cbesapeaka&Ohlo 

Erie 

Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top 
Mountain 

New  York  Central  (Buffalo 
and  east) 

Norfolk  &  Western 

Pennsylvania 

311,303 
289,747 

649 
32,569 
450,832 

033,998 
437,614 

194 

43,917 

294,153 

Pltlsburgti,  Sbawmut  Si 
Northern 

Western  Maryland 

608,274 

ToUl.  ».. 

10,824.807 

12,950,278 

2,203.813 

2,784,451 

13,028,630 

15,734,728 

FOB  cWiNT  n-Ki.""*  ■ . 

Anthracite: 

Erie 

14,303 

8,773 

20,915 
10,601 

61 

11,572 

14,354 
20,345 

20,815 
25,543 

Pennsylvania 

16,041 

Tolal 

23,075 

31,416 

11,624 

15,041 

34,699 

46,457 

Bituminous: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

BuOalo,  Rochester  &  Pltts- 
btirgh 

302,931 

40,819 

7.643 

160.603 

152,515 

2,436 

209,313 
215,062 
644,288 

6,279 
17,931 
44,971 

495,239 

61,185 

4,383 

185,928 

103,708 

2,258 

152,288 
231,901 

587,468 

13,837 
27,340 
62,177 

5,583 

14,868 

308,514 

40,819 

7,643 

160,603 

234,885 

2,436 

209,313 
239,183 
H4,330 

6,278 

.   17,931 
45,000 

510,108 

61,185 
4,383 

Buaalo  &  Susquehanna... 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio 

185,988 

Erie 

82,380 

113,186 

216  894 

Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top 
Mounlxiin 

2,258 

and  ea-st) 

152,288 

Norfolk  &  Western 

Pennsylvania 

24,123 
32 

60,465 
67 

282,359 
687,535 

13,837 
27,387 
54,353 

Plltsl)urgh,   Shawmut  & 
Northern 

Virginian 

47 
2,178 

Western  Maryland 

29 

Total 

1.104.791 

1,917,715 

112,147 

180,790 

1,816,938 

2,088,5<B 

COKE  POR  KEVEKUE  AND  FTEL. 

Baltimore  Sc  Ohio..  . 

213,316 

33.  Ml 
49,259 
10.088 

275,783 

31,328 
29.108 
38.203 

87,002 
10,784 

86,121 
16,960 

300,318 

44,445 
49,259 
21,803 

361,804 

48,288 
28,10B 

Buflulo,  Hochester   &    Pitts- 
hnrgh 

ButTalo  ^*  Susquehanna 

Chesapeake  &  Hhio 

11,715 

10,039 

48,345 
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UAY— Continued. 


Classes  and  railroads. 

Originating  on  line. 

Received  from  connec- 
tions. 

Total. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

COKE  rORKEVENUC  AND  nTKL— 

Contioaed. 
Erie 

Short  ton». 

Short  totu. 

Short  font. 
75,736 

Short  totu. 
120,821 

130 

10,371 

247,900 

7,590 

Short  Ion'. 
75,736 

8,711 

79.270 

872,181 

2,,  379 

Short  totu. 
120,821 

Huntingdon    &  Broad    Top 

8,711 

76.897 

654,362 

4,497 

4,417 
172,998 
981, StO 

7,412 

4,556 

183.3(i9 

KorfoUc  &  Western 

2,373 

217,819 

19,882 

1,229,440 

Western  Maryland 

16.002 

Total 

1,050,791 

1,540,792 

425,311 

499,941 

1,476,102 

2,040,733 

FIVE  MONTHS  ENDING  MAY. 


rOB  REVIHUE  ONLY. 

Anthracite: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

BoOaio,  Rochester  &  Pltts- 

burgb  

Buffiuo  &  Susmiebaima.... 

Cbesapeake  <&  Ohio 

Erie 

Huntingdon    and    Broad 

Top  Mountain 

Fvmsylvania 

Fittsburgli,  Sbswnuit  & 

Northern 

Viigtaiian 

Westom  Marj-land.. ...... 


Total. 


Bitumluoas: 

Baltimore  &  OliJo 

Buflalo,  Rochester  &  Pitts- 
borch  

Boflalo  &  Susquehanna.... 

Chesapealie  &  Otiio 

Krle 

Huntingdon  and  Broad 
Top  Mountain 

New  York  Central  (Buf- 
falo and  east) 

Noriolk  &  Western 

Pennsylvania. 

Pittsburgh,  Shawmut  & 
Northern 

Virginian 

Western  Macyland. 


Total.. 


FOB  COIirAHT  mBL. 

Anthracite; 

Balthnore&  Ohio 

Erie  

Pennsylvania 


Total. 


Bltuminoos: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Bo^to,  Rochester  A  Fitts- 

bureb 

Buflau)  &  Susquehanna ... 

Chesapeake  AOliio 

Erie 

Huntingdon   and    Broad 

Top  Mountain 

New  York  Central  (Buflalo 

and  east) 

Noriolk  &  Western 

Pennsylvania 

Pittsbargh,  Shawmut  & 

Nortlieni 

Virginian 

Western  Maryland 


Total. 


716 
3,978,328 


2,451,0(4 
342- 


406 

3,361,735 


3,567,959 

iii' 


6,430,450      5,930,244 


9,182,220 

2,793,519 

396,383 

7,620,4»7 

77,135 

273,119 

2,415,493 
7,829,462 
14,932,623 

865,876 
1,327,134 
1,344,024 


49,096,463 


119,747 
54,029 


173,776 


1,728,361 

218,941 
41.447 

845,263 
673,245 

12,747 

1,085,142 

986,613 

3,057,801 

35,629 
97,691 
228,014 


9,010, 7M 


11,377,340 

3,868,961 

599,097 

10,229,500 

99,2b0 

333,224 

3,445,089 
10,429,573 
17,741,135 

1,227,025 
1,920,055 
1,480.595 


62,749,874 


68,457 
66,284 


134,741 


2,454,768 

314,554 
48,976 
965,608 
599,143 

15,134 

1,026.101 
1,161.847 
3,516,031 

65.138 
110.070 
238,187 


10,615,557 


526,828 

77,013 
3,040 
4.344 

654,836 

133 
3,130,899 

6,675 

177 

136,326 


3,439,310 


2,548,063 

16,572 

165 

472,930 

2,383,718 

111,916 


956,393 
1,590,028 

2,470 
176.067 

1,911,609 


10,169,919 


lis 

167 
90,021 


90,303 


44,933 


634,971 


100,903 
137 


145 
139 


781,233 


678,339 

70,989 

3,913 

4,184 

733,920 

259 
1,384,190 

■5,267 

1,009 

140.018 


4,030,078 


3,018,539 

16,343 

126 

1,022,075 

3,793,977 

161,  ISO 


2,069,946 
2,783,355 

3,244 

299,303 

1,751,173 


14,919,267 


.  145 

88,804 


88,949 


66,937 


865,407 


210,206 
643 


27,273 
35,970 


1,206,336 


526,828 

77,043 

3,040 

5,060 

3,533,164 

133 
4,571,963 

5,675 

61ft 

136,336 


8,869,660 


11,730,282 

2,810,091 

396.547 

8,093,417 

2,460,853 

384,035 

2,415,493 
8,785,854 
16, 532, '-'U. 

8(8,  biu 
1,503,181 
3.255,633 


(78,329 

79,989 

3.913 

4.690 

4,085,655 

359 
4,992,149 

5,267 

1,153 

140.018 


0,960.322 


50.220,282 


US 
119,914 
144,050 


264,079 


1,773,294 

218,941 

41,447 

845,263 

1,308,316 

12,747 

1,085.143 
1,037,521 
3,057,938 

35.629 

97,736 

228,153 


0.792,027 


14,395,909 

3,885.304 

599,223 

11,251.575 

3,893,257 

493,380 

3,445,089 
12.499,519 
20,524,490 

1,330,369 
3,219,358 
8,231,763 


77,660,141 


68,603 
155,038 


323,690 


2,521,705 

314,554 

48.976 

965,608 

1,464,550 

15,134 

1,026,101 
1,372.053 
3,516,574 

65,138 
137.343 

274,157 


11,721,893 
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FIVE  MONTHS  BNDING  UAY— Continiud. 


Classes  and  railroads. 

Originating  on  line. 

Received  from  connec- 
tions. 

TotaL 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

mo 

COKE  FOR  BKVKKrX  AND  FtTKl. 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Buflalo,  Rochester  &   Fltts- 

Short  font. 
940,343 

196,802 

244,213 

40,425 

Short  ton: 
1,492,308 

173,838 
196,373 
181,921 

Short  lOM. 
373,565 

59,856 

Short  lont. 
402,909 

71,288 

Short  Umt. 
1,313,908 

228,658 
244,213 
87,343 
424,323 

17,080 

386,766 

4,006.375 

Short  tout. 
1,895,217 

245,126 
195,373 

BnOaio  &  Busqashanna 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio.... 

46,918 
424,323 

386 

4,723 

1,037,307 

53,694 
458,486 

3,895 

47,683 

1,350,939 

70 
80,352 

235,615 
458,486 

34,545 
896  sot 

Erie 

Buntincdon  and  Broad  Top 
Moantaln 

16,694 

362,043 

2,969,068 

30,650 

849,221 

4,802,252 

Norfolk  A  Western 

6,162,191 
70 

rittsbniKh,    Bbairmut    & 
Northern. 

Western  Maryland 

20,041 

41,258 

90,971 

111,012 

121,610 

Total 

4,759,629 

7,766,821 

2,038,049 

2,478,316 

6,797,678 

10,245,137 

Note.— Totals  do  not  include  amoonts  of  coal  received  by  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  from  con- 
nections. The  Southern  Railroad  transported  from  the  Tennessee  and  Alabama  districts  234,712  short 
tons  of  bituminous  coal  in  May,  1916,  and  303, 800  short  tons  in  August,  1916. 

The  following  is  a  corrected  statement  of  figures  published  in 
former  issues  of  Commerce  Reports  showing  the  coal  and  coke 
transported  over  the  lines  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Co. 
during  the  first  four  months  of  the  calendar  years  1915  and  1916 : 


Classes  and  months. 


Originating  on  line. 


1915 


1916 


Received  from  connec- 
tions. 


1915 


1916 


Total. 


191S 


1916 


rOB  BBVENtrl  ONLT. 

Anthracite : 

January 

Febmary 

March 

AprU 


Short  tom. 


Short  tom. 


Short  ton*. 

123,077 
95,779 
88,.')02 

125,682 


Short  lont. 
177,747 
140,611 
190,276 
91,501 


Short  lonf. 
123,077 
9.%  779 
88.592 
125,682 


Short  lom. 
177,747 
140,611 
190,276 
9I,<D1 


Total,  4  months. . 


433,130 


800,135 


433,130 


600,135 


BitunUnous: 
January... 
February. 

March 

April 


1,856,433 
1,516,233 
1,786,942 
1,822,183 


Total,  4  montlis 

rOB  COMPANY  FUEL. 

.\nthracite: 

January 

Febnuuy 

March 

AprU 


6,951,781 


Total,  4 months.. 

Dilnmhioas: 

January.... , 

February , 

March , 

.\pril 


397,209 
331,115 
321,427 
375,679 


2,207,364 
2,129,572 
2,244,350 
2,191,502 


581,658 
509,909 
481,440 
482,263 


654,603 
694,658 
700,315 
470,202 


2,438,091 
2,026,142 
2,23S,%2 
2,304,446 


2,961,867 
2,824,130 
2,944,665 
2,661,701 


8,772,788 


2,055,270 


2,519,678 


9,007,061 


11,292,406 


58 


67 


503,191 
430,684 
558,054 
467,600 


115 

13,213 
6.806 
8,001 

11,330 


14,502 
11,441 
11,954 
14,171 


115 

410,422 
337,921 
329,428 
387,009 


517,  «n 
442,125 
570,008 
481,771 


Total,  4  months 

COKE  POB  REVENt;E  AND  FUEL. 

January 

Febmary 

March 

April 


1,425,430  I    1,939,529 


39,350 


52,068 


1,464,780 


2,011,597 


149,314 
179,861 
186,179 
211,673 


297,304 
339,545 
314,680 
265,096 


75,913 
55,344 

74,694 
80,612 


Total,  4  months. 


727,027  I    1,216,525 


286,563 


88,889 
42,592 
90,569 
93,741 


225,237 
235,205 
260,873 
292,235 


387,  ISO 
383,137 
405,149 
358,837 


316,788 


1,013,590 


1,633, 3U 
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AMEBICAN  TTFEWSITEBS  OONTBOI  SOITTH  AEEICAN  MABKET. 

[Vice  Consul  Cbarlcs  H.  Helslcr,  Cape  Town,  June  26.] 

The  war  has  aided  American  manufacturers  of  typewriters  in  dis- 
posing of  their  products  on  this  market  by  eliminating  competition 
of  manufacturers  in  other  countries.  At  the  same  time,  the  local 
demand  for  typewriters  is  not  as  great  as  during  pre-war  days. 
Competition  by  English  manufacturers  is  negligible.  In  fact,  as 
far  as  can  be  learned,  no  English  typewriter  company  is  represented 
in  this  market,  American  typewriters  practically  supplying  the 
demand. 

The  representatives  of  American  typewriter  manufacturers  have 
branch  houses  in  every  important  center  in  this  country,  and  in 
every  city  American  machines  predominate. 

Imports  Bnringr  Last  Three  Tears. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  value  by  countries  of 
typewriters  imported  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  in  1913,  1914, 
and  1915: 


1913 

1914 

1915 

Countries. 

t                               ... 

Num- 
ber. 

Value. 

Num- 
ber. 

Value. 

Num- 
ber. 

Value. 

I6C 
58 
14 

151 
1 

«5,693 

3,607 

954 

6,341 

107 

135 
10 

4 
98 

85,036 

501 

316 

4,263 

76 
24 

82,351 

i|oe6 

Canada 

B^EJum       ...      -  ......  .................... 

GormaDT 

is 

666 

India.. .'. 

2 

728 

10 

United  Statn 

3,145 

129,268 

1,576 

98,177 

45,336 

Total 

2,635 

145,370 

1,823 

108,283 

843 

49,337 

One  noticeable  feature  in  the  foregoing  table  is  the  general  decrease 
of  imports  during  the  last  two  years,  showing  the  effect  of  the  war 
on  business  in  this  country.  High  ocean  freight  rates,  combined 
with  the  local  desire  to  effect  economies  as  mQch  as  possible,  have 
lessened  the  demand  for  typewriters,  and  importations  have  fallen 
accordingly. 

Imports  from  America  should,  undoubtedly,  be  somewhat  higher 
than  enumerated  in  the  table,  as  shipments  sent  through  England 
are  usually  recorded  here  as  English  exportations. 

Though  imports  of  American  goods  in  the  past  have  usually  been 
made  via  England,  at  the  present  time  a  considerable  volume  of 
merchandise  is  shipped  direct  from  the  United  States.  Since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  more  vessels  have  arrived  at  this  port  direct 
from  Ajnerica  than  is  recorded  for  a  period  of  equal  duration  in 
peace  times. 

Typewriters  are  classified  under  No.  193  of  the  South  African  im- 
port tariff  and  pay  an  import  duty  of  20  per  cent  ad  valorem.  A  re- 
bate of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem  is  granted  on  all  such  goods  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  Kingdom  and  reciprocating  British  colonies. 

A  large  amount  of  business  with  this  country  is  done  through 
shipping  and  commission  houses,  the  manufacturers  usually  receiving 
cash  at  time  of  shipment,  the  shipping  houses  extending  credit  to  the 
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purchasers.  For  extending  credit  an  exchange  is  charged  which 
amounts  to  something  more  than  6  per  cent  interest  per  annum,  in 
fact  it  is  usuall}^  2J  per  cent  for  draft  at  90  days.  American  ship- 
l)ers  usually  limit  terms  of  credit  to  draft  at  90  days'  eight.  Many 
firms  in  this  country  have  a  London  house  through  which  paymente 
are  remitted  in  such  cases. 

To  successfully  compete  with  other  typewriter  companies  rei>re- 
sented  in  this  market,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  firm  considering 
the  placing  of  its  wares  on  the  South  African  market  to.  follow  the 
example  of  those  firms  already  established  here.  A  representative 
should  be  carefully  selected ;  one  who  will  not  handle  any  other  make 
of  typewriter  and  one  capable  of  pushing  to  the  best  advantage  the 
si>ecial  make  he  is  willing  to  represent. 
Ketail  Prices  and  Discounts. 

The  retail  prices  in  this  district  for  some  of  the  standard  makes 
of  American  typewriters  are  as  follows: 

Monarch,  model  4,  with  6  extra  characters  on  keyboard f!163.  51 

Iloyal,  motlel  10 153.29 

liemington,  model  10a 153. 29 

IleiiiinKton-Walil  adding  and  subtracting 3M.  99 

Smith  Premier,  model  A 153.2© 

l'nderwoo<l,  model  5 ; 153.29 

Yost,  model  20a 153. 29 

Yost- Wall!  adding  and  subtracting 364.99 

Accounts  will  be  subject  to  a  discount  of  5  per  cent  for  cash  (cash 
to  be  considered  in  the  ordinary  course  payable  within  30  days  after 
tlie  submission  of  statement  of  account).  For  spot  cash  on  delivery 
an  extra  2^  per  cent  discount  may  be  allowed.  If  settlement  of  the 
account  be  not  made  within  the  calendar  month  following  the  month 
in  which  the  sale  is  made,  the  terms  shall  be  strictly  net. 

In  addition  to  the  discounts  provided  for  above,  a  buyer  of  3 
machines  will  be  entitled  to  an  extra  2^  per  cent  discount;  a  buyer 
of  5  machines  will  be  entitled  to  an  extra  5  j)er  cent  discount;  and  a 
buyer  of  10  machines  will  be  entitled  to  an  extra  10  per  cent  discount. 

Terms  for  Ten  or  More  Machines — Schools  and  Qovemmeat  OlBces. 

To  firms  or  individuals  purchasing  for  their  own  use  and  not  for 
i">sale  10  or  more  machines  at  any  one  time,  or  any  number  that 
brings  the  total  of  their  machines  in  use  up  to  10,  a  discount  of  10 
per  cent  and  5  per  cent  may  be  allowed;  and  they  will  be  entitled 
to  the  same  discount  on  every  subsequent  machine  purchased.  It 
:Must  be  understood,  however,  that  machines  sold  on  these  terms  are 
exclusively  for  the  purchaser's  own  use. 

Term.s  for  .schools  are  special  and  must  be  ascertained  from  the 
oinpany  manager.  In  all  cases  where  special  discounts  are  quoted 
lo  gchools,  a  signed  undertaking  must  be  obtained  to  place  on  record 
that  the  machines  sold  under  the  special  terms  shall  be  used  for  teach- 
ing purposes  exclusively  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  two  years  from 
the  date  of  delivery,  and  that  in  the  event  of  the  machines  being  dis- 
posed of  by  the  owners  Avithin  that  period  of  two  years  and  there- 
after used  for  other  than  teaching  purposes,  the  purchaser  will  agree 
to  pay  up  tlie  wliole  of  the  discount  allowed  from  the  selling  price 
in  the  first  instance. 
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The  above  stipulations  as  to  discounts  and  terms  are  not  intended 
to  apply  to  Government  departments,  municipalities,  or  their  respec- 
tive officials.    Special  arrangements  are  made  in  such  cases. 

With  regard  to  those  firms  established  in  this  territory,  whose 
home  offices  enjoy  special  quantity  discounts,  it  is  understood  that 
such  discounts  shall  apply  to  their  South  African  offices,  oflf  the 
South  African  list  prices. 
Twelve  Konths'  Gxituraiity. 

New  machines  will  not  be  guaranteed  either  verbally  or  in  writ- 
ing for  a  longer  period  than  12  months  from  date  of  purchase. 

Concerning  this  question  of  guaranty  of  new  machines,  it  is  set 
out  for  the  information  of  salesmen  that  it  is  not  the  practice  of  type- 
writer firms  to  give  any  other  than  the  usual  guaranty  that  the 
machine  at  the  time  of  delivery  is  in  perfect  condition.  Obviously 
it  can  not  be  undertaken  to  do  ordinary  repairs,  clean  machines,  or 
do  any  other  such  work  on  a  machine  after  the  date  of  sale  without 
charge. 

The  purpose  of  the  guaranty  is  to  cover  the  purchaser  against  the 
consequence  of  latent  faults  showing  up  in  machines,  which  may  not 
have  been  located  during  the  test  period  at  the  factory.  It  is  the 
view  of  the  factory  that  if  there  is  a  fault  in  a  machine  which  has 
not  been  located  during  the  test  period,  it  will  either  show  up  during 
the  first  12  months  of  service  or  will  not  show  up  at  all. 
Bebnllt  Typewriters. 

To  place  rebuilt  typewriters  on  this  market  the  same  methods 
apply  as  for  the  sale  of  new  typewriters,  that  is,  as  far  as  being  neces- 
sary to  establish  an  agency.  It  would  not  be  necessary,  however,  to 
limit  the  number  of  makes  of  machines  to  be  sold  by  the  agent.  Cor- 
respondence with  a  local  typewriter  company  reveals  that  these 
local  concerns  and  agencies  would  strongly  object  to  the  importation 
of  rebuilt  typewriters  of  the  makes  they  handle.    One  firm  writes : 

"We  would  not  consider  it  a  friendly  action  on  our  part  to  im- 
port rebuilt  machines  of  other  makes  to  sell  in  competition  with  an 
established  firm  that  was  running  the  same  machine  in  this  country. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  this  feeling  will  be  pretty  general  among  all 
the  leading  typewriter  companies. 

No  prices  of  rebuilt  typewriters  are  available  as  few  such  ma- 
chines are  sold  on  this  market;  and  then  it  is  only  when  they  are 
bought  locally  second-hand  from  original  purchasers  of  new  ma- 
chines. 

[A  list  of  manufacturers'  agents  in  Cape  Town  may  be  secured  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  from  its  district  and  cooper- 
ative offices,    nefer  to  file  No.  78300.] 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BITREATJ  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


DisTBiCT  orncES. 

KEW  TOBS:  Bo«B  409,  CutomiiODse. 

BOSTON:  IStk  floor,  Customhonat. 

CHICACO:  604  Fedenl  BilMlBg. 

8T.  LOllSt  402  niti  NtUonI  Baak  BiIMIdk. 

ITLAIITi:  Sll  Poet  Office  BalUlag. 

SEV  0BLEA\8:  1020  Hlbernla  Bask  BnlldlBg. 

8111  FBAKCI8C0:  S07  C»tomhonr. 

SBiTTLB:  848  H«>rT  BilMlaf. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLEVELAND :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CINaNNATi!  C  N.  O.  A  T.  P.  Br.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOOA:  Soath  Americas  Afeat,  goath* 
era  Br.  Co. 
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FOKEIOIT  TRADE  OPPOaTUlirPIEiS.  • 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  dlstrl«t  vBces.  Bcquept 
for  each  opportunity  sboald  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atete  opBortanUy  anatber. 
The  Barean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing! 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  token  In  all  cases. 

Wire,  leather,  varnishes,  etc..  No.  22242. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
Portugal  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  tonch 
with  American  manufacturers  and  erporters  of  baling  wire,  paints,  var- 
nishes, and  shoe  leather.  Correspondence  in  English.  Samples  are  desired 
where  possible. 

Dried  fruits.  No.  22243. — A  man  in  Switzerland  informs  an  American  consolnr 
ofiicer  of  his  desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  exporters  of  dried  fruits, 
such  as  apricots,  etc.    Correspondence  slioulcl.be  in  German  or  Frendi. 

Sclwol  furniture.  No.  22244. — An  American  consular  oflScer  In  Brazil  transmits 
the  name  of  a  man  who  desires  to  he  placed  In  communication  with  manu- 
factures of  school  furniture  in  tlie  Vnitetl  States.  Catalogues  and  discount 
lists,  etc.,  should  be  sent. 

lloHiery,  haberdashery,  etc..  No.  22245. — A  firm  in  the  United  Kingdom  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  of  Its  desire  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  gloves,  hosiery,  haberdii.sher.v,  etc.    Refei*ence. 

Building  materials,  etc.,  No.  22246. — An  American  consular  officer  In  West 
Africa  writes  that  an  important  construction  enterprise  in  his  district  is 
in  the  market  for  nails,  cement,  corrugated  ii-on  for  roofing,  window  glass, 
red  lead,  paint,  and  jute  sacks. 

Cottonseed  oil.  No.  22247. — A  commission  merchant  In  South  America  requests 
an  American  consular  officer  to  place  him  In  touch  witli  American  exporters 
of  edible  cottonseeil  oil.  Quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York  and  commission 
allowed  should  be  stated. 

Ball  hearings,  No.  22248. — An  engineering  firm  In  Australia  informs  an  Ameriain 
consular  officer  of  its  desire  to  be  placed  in  direct  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  of  ball  bearings,  capable  of  withstanding  a  working  pressure 
of  approximately  5  tons  at  200  to  300  revolutions  per  minute. 

Machinery.  No.  22249. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  ii 
firm  in  his  district  dealing  in  coffee  machinery  is  desirous  of  importing 
from  the  Unitetl  States  machines  for  roasting,  grading,  and  working  coffee. 
Correspondence  in  French  or  Spanish.    Reference. 

Knit  goods  and  notions,  etc..  No.  22250. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
transmits  the  name  of  a  firm  desirous  of  representing  American  niann- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  articles  suitable  for  sale  in  department  stores, 
such -as  buttons,  knit  gooiis,  pins  and  needles,  snap  fasteners,  and  shoes  for 
women  and  children,  etc.    Reference. 

Electric  liyhting.  No.  222.51.— The  American  consul  in  Trinidad,  British  West 
Indies,  reports  that  the  Government  of  Grenada,  British  West  Indies,  will 
receive  proposals  until  October  31,  191G,  for  supplying  electricity  for  light- 
ing and  power  purposes  in  the  town  of  St.  Georges,  Grenada,  and  residential 
suburbs  within  a  radius  of  3  miles.  A  copy  of  the  plan  of  the  town  and  a 
memorandum  of  particulars  will  be  supplied  on  application,  which  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  deposit  of  £2  2s.,  which  will  be  refunded  if  the  plan  and 
memorandum  t.re  returned  with  n  iwna  fide  tender.  Tenders  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Grenada,  British  West  Indies.  TUe 
Bureau  has  no  further  information  in  regard  to  this  opportunity. 

Machinery,  No.  22252. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Russia  reports  that  the 
owners  of  a  woolen  mill  in  his  district  contemplate  enlarging  the  mill  so  as 
to  be  able  to  manufacture  high-grade  woolwi  suitings.  Corresp<indence 
should  be  In  Russian  or  French. 
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SHIPMENT  OF  SOLVENT  NAPHTHA  FBOH  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Aug.  25.] 

War  Trade  Department  is  prepared  to  consider  export  licenses  for 
M)lvent  naphtha  with  less  than  5  per  cent  toluol  for  United  States. 


SPANISH  EMBASaO  ON  EXPOBTATION  OP  COBN  AND  COBN  MEAL. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Barcelona,  Aug.  23.] 

Spanish  Royal  Order  prohibits,  temporarily,  export  from  Spain 
of  com  and  commealj  but  continues  their  duty-free  import,  except 
com  destined  for  distillation  of  alcohol. 


AOaiCXTLTUBAL  EETTJBNS  POB  SCOTLAND. 

[Consul  Rufns  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  Aue.  T.] 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  has  prepared  provisional  estimates  of 
the  acreage  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  potatoes,  and  hay,  and  the  num- 
bers of  the  various  classes  of  live  stock  in  Scotland,  based  aa  a  pro- 
portion of  the  returns  made  on  June  5,  1916.  Barley  and  oats  show 
increases  of  23,000  and  3,000  acres,  respectively,  compared  with  the 
figures  for  1915,  while  wheat  shows  a  decrease  of  13,000.  The  total 
area  under  these  three  crops  is  thus  larger  by  13,000  acres.  The  area 
under  potatoes  is  smaller  by  15,000  acres,  and  that  imder  rotation 
grasses  and  clover  for  hay  is  greater  by  28,000.  Cattle  as  a  whole 
have  slightly  increased  in  number,  but  sheep  and  pigs  are  fewer. 

New  Santo  Domingo-Porto  Rico  Service. 

The  American  yacht  Moiisquetaiie,  which  was  recently  sold  and 
registered  as  a  merchant  vessel  under  the  Dominican  flag,  on  August 
4  began  weekly  sailings  between  Santo  Domingo,  Dominican  Re- 
public, and  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.  Vice  Consul  Carl  M.  J.  von 
Zielinski  reports  that  this  new  service  will  be  of  considerable  benefit 
to  the  islands  just  now,  as  steamer  transportation  between  the 
Dominican  capital  and  Porto  Rico  is  at  present  being  furnished 
only  by  the  French  Ahd-el-Kader  and  the  Cuban  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
each  sailing  every  three  weeks. 
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BBITISH  COIXTHBIA  BEaiTIBES  VABXJSQ  OF  EOOS. 

[Vice  Consul  Q.  C.  Woodward,  Vancoaver,  B.  C,  Ans.  10.] 

The  British  Columbia  Grovemment  recently  passed  what  is  known 
as  the  Egg  Marks  Act,  governing  the  sale  of  eggs  in  this  Province. 
The  act  provides  in  part : 

Infertile  incubated  eggs  must  be  sold  as  "  cooking  eggs."  Where- 
ever  they  are  displayed,  a  card  bearing  those  words  in  4-inch  letters 
must  be  placed  on  the  receptacle  holdi^  the  eggs.  Any  and  all  eggs 
which  have  been  preserved  in  water  glass,  lime  water,  salt,  braiip  or 
anything  except  cold  storage  must  he  "  stamped  "  plainly  with  ;thfe 
word  "  preserved."    The  word  must  be  iu  Gothic  lettering.  , ' 

When  provincial  fresh  eggs  are  sold  they  must  have  fourrinch 
lettering  on  a  card  attached  to  the  receptacle  with  the  words  "  B.  C. 
Fresh."  Provincial  cold-storage  or  preserved  eggs  must  also  be 
carded  "B.  C.  Cold  Storage"  or  "B.  C.  Preserved."  If  the  eg^ 
come  from  any  other  Province,  they  must  be  placarded  "  Alberta .  (or 
Saskatchewan)  Fresh"  or  "Alberto  (or  Saskatchewan)  Cold  Stor- 
age"; if  from  the  United  States,  "U.  S.  Fresh"  or  "TJ.  S.  Cdd 
Storage."  ,  • 

Wholesale  Sealers  Xust  Giye  True  Sesorlptlont.  ' 

AU  poultry  keepers  or  dealers  selling  eggs  at  wholesale  are  re- 
quired to  mark  true  descriptions  of  the  eggs  on  the  outside  of  the 
receptacles.  This  marking,  however,  need  not  be  4  inches  high. 
The  same  words  must  be  used,  as  "B.  C.  (or  Alberta)  Fresh"  oil 
''B.  C.  (or  Alberto)  Cold  Storage."  AU  Chinese  e^  must  be 
stamped  in  Gothic  lettering.  All  stores  or  shops  using  Chinese  eggs 
for  food  or  manufacturing  purposes  must  have  signs  printed  and 
displayed  in  4-inch  letters :  "  Chinese  Eggs  Used  (or  sold)  Here." 

All  poultry  keepers  selling  eggs  at  wholesale  in  dozen  cartons  mu^ 
mark  the  cartons  in  plain  lettering,  with  the  words  "  U.  S.  (or  Al- 
berta, or  B.  C.)  Fresh"  or"U.  S.  (or  Alberta,  or  B.  C.)  Cold  Stor-i 
age."  Eggs  not  fresh  enough  for  boiling  purposes  are  to  be  sold  as 
cooking  eggs. 

The  various  officials  designated  under  this  act  are  authorized  t« 
Mitor  any  premises  within  the  Province  where  eggs  are  sold  or  of- 
fered for  sale  and  inspect  all  eggs  on  hand. 

DISPOSITION  OF  SUSPLTTS  "H.  0.  T."  FEES. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  July  28.] 

The  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust  ("N.  O.  T.")  has  given  300,000 
florins  (120,600)  to  the  Koninklyk  Nationaal  Steuncomite  (Royal 
National  Support  Committee).  This  is  the  second  contribution  (the 
first  being  of  a  like  sum)  made  by  the  N.  O.  T.  to  the  same  benevo- 
lent organization,  which  was  formed  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  to 
support  and  relieve  the  industries  of  the  country  and  to  further  the 
public  welfare. 

The  600,000  florins  donated  by  the  N.  O.  T.  represents  surplus 
fees  received  by  it  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  the  export 
and  import  trade  of  Holland  since  it  was  organized,  as  a  necessary 
war  measure,  toward  the  end  of  1914.  The  members  of  the  N.  O.  T. 
work  without  pay.  The  receipts  above  the  outlay  for  working  ex- 
penses, among  which  is  compensation  for  an  office  stoff  of  some  800 
persons,  are  donated  to  benevolent  purposes. 
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AHEBICAN  EGO-FEESEBVING  PLANT  OFEBATINO  IN  CHINA. 
[Consal  General  Thomas  Sammons,  Shanghai,  July  19.) 

The  American  egg-preserving  plant,  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Amos  Bird  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  recently  completed  at  Shang- 
hai, is  now  handling  300,000  eggs  daily.  The  product  is  either 
frozen  or  dried,  and  Slipped  to  the  United  States,  at  present  vi^  the 
Pacific  Coast. 

The  frozen  product  is  divided  into  three  classes — wliole  eggs,  egg 
j'olks,  and  whites  of  eggs.  The  dried  product  consists  of  whole  eggs 
and  eggyolks.  In  both  instances  tlie  eggs  are  churned  or  "  scram- 
bled." The  albumen  is  largely  used  in  the  ms^nufacture  of  candies  in 
the  United  States,  while  there  is  a  demand  for  the  frozen  product  at 
bakeries  and  hotels. 
American  ICacUnery  CUvv  Oo°^  Kesults. 

American  machinery  is  used  in  this  plant  with  results  which  are 
entirely  satisfactory.  The  eggs  are  purchased  in  the  Shanghai 
market,  and  the  price  paid  averages  more  than  half  a  cent  apiece. 
Two  hundred  Chinese  are  employed  and  half  of  these  are  girls. 
Chinese  girls  break  and  examine  the  eg^,  handling  an  average  of 
Jl,000  a  day.  In  the  same  class  of  work  in  the  United  States,  it  is 
imderstoocl  that  American  girls  break  and  examine  an  average  of 
4,000  a  day.  Chinese  men  "candle,"  or  examine  eggs  by  holding 
tliem  before  an  electric  light,  and  average  about  16,000  a  day.  All 
the  Gliinese  employees  are  inspected  hj  an  American  physician  and 
all  are  vaccinated.    Cleanliness  is  noticeable  on  all  sides. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Chinese  girls  and  other  employees  in  this 
t'gg  plant  are  paid  less  than  a  quarter  of  the  wages  received  by 
Americans  in  American  plants  of  a  similai^  character.  While  the 
Chinese  girls  will,  no  doubt,  become  more  proficient  with  experience, 
they  are  not  yet  able  to  perform  as  much  work  as  female  labor  in 
similar  lines  in  the  United  States.  Their  present  pay  is  approxi- 
mately $5  a  month.  "  ■     • 

Refrigerator  Space  on  Japanese  Steamers.  '  < 

'  At  present  ample  refrigerator  space  is  obtained  on  Japanese 
steamers,  the  product  being  handled  in  the  United  States  in  refrigera- 
tor cars.  In  due  course  it  is  expected  that  the  product  of  this 
American  egg  plant  will  be  largely  shipped  via  the  Panama  Canal  to 
the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

[A  description  of  (he  CKR-presorvlnK  plant  mentioned  In  this  dispatch  was 
frfvfti  In  CoMMEBCE  Uepohts  for  -Aug.  7,  1915.] 


National  Highway  in  Venezuela. 

'  Consul  Homer  Brett  at  La  Guiara  reports  that  the  Government  of 
Venezuela  has  determined  to  undertake  the  construction  of  a  highway 
from  Caracas  to  San  Cristobal  in  the  extreme  western  part  of  the 
Republic.  This  road  will  be  the  largest  public  work  ever  imder- 
taken  by  the  Government  of  Venezuela ;  it  will  be  683  miles  in  length 
and  will  run  from  Caracas  to  Valencia,  San  Carlos.  Guanare,  Bari- 
nas,  and  San  Antonio  de  Caparo.  The  work  will  probably  be  done  by 
the  Ministerio  de  Obras  Publicas,  Caracas,  without  the  assistance  of 
contractors. 
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AGBICTTLTiniAI  SHOWS  DT  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[Commercial  Agent  Juan  Homa.] 

In  a  country  like  South  Africa,  where  the  distances  are  vast  and 
the  population  scattered,  an  agricultural  show  has  an  importance 
much  greater  than  such  a  fair  has  in  the  United  States.  A  general 
review  of  the  various  exhibitions  of  this  kind  held  in  South  Africa 
ought,  therefore,  to  interest  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural 
implements. 

For  the  better  comprehension  and  analysis  of  the  subject  it  wifl 
be  advisable  to  keep  m  mind  that  the  present  population  of  South 
Africa,  comprising  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  Rhodesia,  and  the 
various  Native  Protectorates,  is  estimated  at  1,305,446  whites  $ind 
6,740,562  colored.  Its  total  area  of  1,203,504  »}uare  miles  is  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  the  States  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  with 
the  addition  of  Texas,  Louisiana,  and  Arkansa'fe. 

The  principal  agricultural  shows  held  in  South  Africa  are  the 
Rosebank  (Cape  Town),  Port  Elizabeth,  Bloemfontein,  Witwaiers- 
rand  (Johannesburg),  Durban,  Bulawayo,  and  Salisbury.  All  ihese 
have  a  national  scope  and  attract  exhibitors  and  visitors  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  While  minor  shows  are  also  being  held,  tiieir 
number  is  gradually  decreasing,  owing  to  the  policy  of  the  Goven^- 
ment  to  induce  the  tanners  to  visit  the  larger  shows,  where  the  ran^ 
of  exhibits  is  more  extensive  and  of  a  greater  comparative  and  educa- 
tional value.  The  Province  of  Natal  still  continues  to  hold  numerous 
fairs  in  its  most  prosperous  farming  districts,  but  the  attendance  is 
largely  composed  of  farmers  from  the  immediate  neighborhood. 

Kew  Varmen'  Associations  Pormed. 

It  is  doubted  whether  any  other  agency  in  South  Africa  has 
been  so  instrumental  as  these  shows  in  encouraging  agriculturalists 
in  establishing  a  high  standard  of  production.  Farmers  who  would 
otherwise  never  have  the  opportunity  can  compare  their  produce 
with  the  better  standards  set  by  modem  and  pro^essive  metiiods, 
a|nd  they  are  also  afforded  a  chance  to  exchange  ideas  with  other 
growers.  Their  contact  with  each  other  and  with  the  people  of  the 
cities  likewise  serves  to  broaden  their  viev?s  and  to  break  down  the 
barriers  that  often  arise  through  mutual  misunderstanding. 

An  instance  of  the  better  understanding  brought  about  by  farmers 
coming  in  touch  with  one  another  is  disclosed  oy  the  fact  that  two 
important  agricultural  organizations  were  formed  during  the  week 
of  the  Johannesburg  show.  One  of  them,  the  South  African 
Breeders',  Growers',  and  Judges'  Association,  will  have  as  its  object 
the  development  of  the  maize  industry  by  advocating  the  use  of 
pure  seed,  oetter  methods  of  cultivation,  etc.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  are  those  governing  similar  associa- 
tions in  the  United  States.  The  Transvaal  Fruit  Growers'  Associa- 
tion is  the  name  of  the  other  organization  formed. 

Johannesburg  Fair  the  Most  Important 

Since  in  many  respects  the  various  agricultural  shows  held  in 
South  Africa  are  identical  in  ijurpose  and  arrangement,  it  will  serve 
our  purpose  to  review  the  Johannesburg  show  held  in  April  of  this 
year,  in  the  endeavor  to  acquaint  American  manufacturers  with  their 
salient  features  and  with  their  significance  in  connection  with  the 
agricultural-machinery  trade  of  the  country.    The  Johannesburg 
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show,  after  40  years  of  steady  progress,  lias  become  the  chief  event 
of  tixe  kind  in  South  Africa.  It  is  organized  by  and  held  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Witwatersrand  Agricultural  Society  ("  Wit- 
watersrand"  is  the  name  of  the  district  in  which  Johannesburg  is 
Vitiated),  the  membership  of  which  has  increased  from  37  in  1907  to 
over  2,000  in  1916.  During  that  time  the  society  has  devoted 
$650,000  to  the  erection  of  buildings  and  the  general  equipment  of 
the  grounds  to  meet  a  ceaseless  demand  for  expansion  and  improve- 
ment. Its  membership  embraces  the  best-known  men  in  the  gold 
industry  of  the  Transvaal.  The  whole  of  Easter  week  was  selected 
this  year  for  holding  the  fair,  and  it  has  unanimously  been  pro- 
hoxmced  the  best  and  most  successful  agricultural  show  ever  held  in 
South  Africa.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  in  view  of  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  country  during  the  past  20  months  of  war. 

To  appreciate  the  development  of  this  show  it  may  be  said  that  in 
1907  the  competitive  entries  numbered  1,500.  This  year  there  were 
3,602,  and  even  this  increase  gives  no  adequate  idea  of  the  progress 
made  owing  to  the  introduction  of  the  system  of  district  competition 
in  the  produce  section  where  one  entry  represents  over  100  exhibits. 
("  District "  as  used  in  this  article  is  equivalent  to  "  county  "  in  the 
United  States.)  The  cattle  section  has  quadrupled  since  1907.  The 
total  attendance  during  the  week  was  51,000  and  the  gate  receipts 
$25,000.  The  first  day  of  the  show  11,283  people  passed  the  turnstile, 
against  the  highest  attendance  last  year  of  8,000.  The  prize  money 
this  year  totaled  $29,000,  the  principal  allocatlbns  being  for  horses, 
cattle,  sheep,  produce,  and  home  industries.  The  entries  of  the  vari- 
ous sections  were  as  follows :  Horses,  651 ;  cattle,  673 ;  sheep,  142 ;  pigs, 
76;  poultry,  722;  produce.  411;  dairy,  119;  home  industries,  732; 
trades  and  industry,  94.  . 

Agricultural  Hachinerr  Exhibits. 

The  space  devoted  to  farm  machinery  was  nearly  twice  as  large 
as  last  year.  The  majority  of  exli^bits  contained  more  than  100 
different  machines.  There  is  no  question  but  that  this  section  proved 
a  great  favorite  among  the  farmers.  Large  numbers  of  them  were 
continually  to  be  seen  inspecting  the  machines  exhibited  arid  con- 
versing with  the  attendants.  American  farm  machinery  predomi- 
nated. Maize  shellers,  chaff  cutters,  grinders,  pumps,  etc.,  were 
shown  in  operation;  windmills  were  also  properly  set  up.  An  ex- 
hibit consisting  of  a  full  line  of  plows  specially  built  for  South 
.Africa  by  the  International  Harvester  Corporation  and  shown  in 
public  for  the  first  time  proved  to  be  one  of  the  sensations  of  the 
machinery  section. 

It  is  not  intended  to  review  in  this  article  the  conditions  to  be 
met  by  plows  in  South  Africa  nor  to  describe  the  construction  of 
those  that  have  proved  the  most  successful ;  but,  speaking  generally, 
it  may  be  said  that  just  as  the  "foot-lift"  plows  are  recognized  as 
the  standard  type  in  the  American  com  belt,  so  in  South  Africa  is 
the  heavy  two- furrow  wheeled  walking  gang  plow  the  accepted  type. 
This  is  built  almost  wholly  of  steel  of  very  liberal  proportions.  The 
bottoms  are  made  of  soft-center  steel  throughout,  although  a  crucible- 
steel  share  is  often  used.  The  shape  is  that  of  a  general-purpose 
turf  and  stubble  plow,  as  the  implement  is  used  to  break  virgin  soil  as 
well  as  old  ground.    At  present  practically  all  of  these  plows  are 
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e<iuipped  with  a  rear  wheeL  Rolling  colters  are  increaansly  ogd- 
sidered  an  extra  attachment,  as  th^  are  Hsed  only  when  plowing  land 
that  is  wet,  and  most  of  the  plowing  here  is  done  when  the  soil  is 
dry;  A  third  beam  attachment  is  required,  owing  to  the  growing 
demand  for  a  plow  convertible  into  a  three-rurrow  when  required. 

An  arrangement  to  shift  the  clevis  from  the  rear  end  of  tiie  plow 
or  from  the  land  side  is  one  of  the  principal  necessary  features,  since 
oxen  are  almost  exclusively  used,  generally  a  team  of  16,  and  without 
this  attachment  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  do  a  decent  job,  of 
plowing.  There  is  also  a  rear  handle,  which  the  newest  types  tof 
plows  for  South  Africa  combine  with  the  lever  used  to  operate  tba  ' 
shifting  clevis  device  mentioned.  In  other  words,  the  functions  of 
this  lever  are  twofold — to  operate  the  clevis  and  to  serve  as  r*ar 
handle. 
Wide  Carriage — Sixes — Other  Popular  Types  of  Plow. 

The  wheels  are  generally  set  forward  of  the  point  of  the  plowshare, 
which  assists  in  preventing  the  plow  from  running  on  its  nose  and 
in  keeping  the  plow  on  the  ground  when  working  heavy  soil.  The 
land  whed  has  a  long  axle  so  as  to  make  a  wide  carriage,  in  order  to 
avoid  turning  the  plow  over  when  making  a  corner.  (Since  the 
native  is  ordmarily  careless  and  there  is  no  effective  control  of  th^ 
oxen  this  would  often  happen  with  a  plow  having  a  narrow  ciir- 
riage.)  The  principal  bolts  have  check  nuts.  The  pull  is  made  from 
the  axle  or  at  times  ^m  the  beam  brace,  and  tnis  by  means  of  a 
draft  rod,  with  a  chain  extension  in  certain  cases. 

The  sizes  required  are  12  and  14  inches  cut,  although  of  late  a 
smaller  cut  share  seems  to  be  demanded  in  certain  sections  of  South 
Africa.  These  plows  must  be  able  to  make  a  furrow  12  inches  deep, 
even  though  the  average  depth  of  plowing  is  7  to  10  inches.  They 
must  weigh  from  550  to  600  pounds  and  retail  for  $75  to  $90  f.  o.  b; 
shipping  station  of  importer.  Crucible-steel  and  cast-iron  shares 
must  be  supplied  as  repairs.  Eveners,  poles,  weedhooks,  and  rods  are 
not  required. 

Another  popular  type  of  plow  is  a  lighter  two-furrow  gang  with- 
out the  fitting  clevis  device;  these  are  generally  bought  by  nmners 
of  limited  means.  These  plows  are  almost  identical  with  those  sup- 
plied by  United  States  manufacturers  for  certain  parts  of  South 
America,  especially  Uruguay  and  southern  Brazil,  although  a  s(Hne- 
what  heavier  construction  is  preferred.  A  type  that  is  meeting  with 
a  growing  demand  is  a  sulky  plow  with  one  16-inch  bottom  of  a  plain 
yet  strong  design.  These  are  similar  to  those  that  have  become  stand- 
ard in  the  Argentine  trade.  A  great  many  single-furrow  plows  are 
still  used. 

As  a  general  rule  the  other  implements  used  in  South  Africa  and 
as  exhibited  in  the  Johannesburg  show  are  identical  to  those  sold  in 
the  United  States. 
Other  AgricnltTiral  Machinery — Canadian  and  Swedish  Exhibits. 

Maize*  is  far  and  away  the  principal  product  grown  in  South 
Africa,  with  alfalfa  probably  coming  next  in  importance.  While  the 
best  types  of  planters,  cultivators,  mowers,  and  rakes  are  largdy  used, 
there  is  undoubtedly  a  good  business  to  be  developed  for  maize  har- 

»  Indian  corn  In  this  country  i«  caUed  "  maize  "  or  "  meallea  " ;  Uio  word  "  com  "  iq 
naed  In  South  Africa  to  designate  "  wheat,"  sometimes  grain  generally,  and  "  maise  "  or 
"  mealies  "  should  be  employed  by  Americans  to  avoid  all  risk  of  confauon< 
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vesting,  shelling,  and  shredding  machinery  and  for  side  rakes,  ted- 
ders, hay  loaders,  etc  '  Maize  binders  are  beginning  to  be  nsed,  and 
it  is  expected  that  in  some  parts  of  South  Africa  an  increasing  busi- 
ness will  be  done  with  this  line.  In  places  like  Rhodesia,  for  in- 
stance, where  the  native  farm  labor  is  exceptionally  cheap,  there  will 
be  little  scope  for  these  machines.  Having  to  use  oxen  as  draft  ani- 
mals, it  can  hardly  be  hoped  that  a  maize  binder  would  cut  much 
above  five  to  six  acres  per  day,  and  three  men  would  be  needed  to 
operate  it.  These  three  natives,  with  the  plainest  of  faiives,  will  cut 
not  less  than  10  acres  of  maize  per  day.  The  delivered  cost  of  the 
mrichine — $250  as  a  minimum — would  be  a  discouraging  item  under 
such  labor  conditions. 

■  Canadian  manufacturers,  though  not  many  in  numbers,  were  also 
well  represented,  especially  the  Cockshutt  I*low  Co.,  of  Bradford, 
Ontario.  The  goods  of  this  firm — plows  in  particular — ^have  been 
lield  in  high  esteem  among  South  African  farmers  for  many  years, 
and  it  is  doubted  whether  any  other  manufacturer  of  implements 
can  equal  the  volume  of  sales  of  this  firm  in  South  Africa. 

Swedish  cream  separators  and  dairy  appliances  practically  mo- 
nopolized the  exhibits  in  that  line. 

British  and  South  African  Displays. 

Bansomes,  Sims  &  Jeffries,  of  Ipswich,  J.  &  F.  Howard,  of  Bed- 
ford, and  several  other  British  manufacturers  had  excellent  displays. 
The  two  firms  named  have  a  good  trade  in  plo\vs,  disk  harrows,  and 
other  tillage  implements.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  are  more  Kan- 
somes  disk  plows  in  South  Africa  than  of  all  other  makes  put 
together.  British  manufacturers  enjoy  a  good  share  of  the  trade  in 
huxiliary  machines,  such  as  chaff  cutters,  hand  thi'ashers,  and  shellers, 
grinders,  slicers,  and  root  cutters.  * 

South  African  manufacturers  exhibited  a  windmill  made  in  Cape 
Town,  a  hay  lifter,  and  a  cornstalk  cutter.  The  last-named  in  many 
lespects  resembled  a  five-tooth  cultivator,  having  instead  of  the 
shovels  or  points  two  long  and  somewhat  curved  knives  set  at  an 
angle,  and  capable  of  cutting  two  rows  of  maize  at  a  tim^.  Inhere 
is  a  good  demand  for  an  economical  and  simple  machine  to  cut  stalks, 
as  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  farmers  will  purchase  maize 
l»inders,  stalk  cutters,  or  any  other  equally  expensive  machine,  pre- 
ferring instead  to  have  the  work  done  by  hand  by  the  native. 

With  few  exceptions  all  goods  displayed  in  the  vehicle  section  were 
manufactured  in  South  Africa.  The  exhibits  proved  that  quite  a 
degree  of  perfection  has  been  attained  by  the  local  manufacturers. 
With  a  protective  duty  of  25  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  wagons,  carts, 
coaches,  carriages,  and  finished  parts  thereof  this  industry  has  made 
rapid  progress  and  has  even  built  up  a  growing  export  trade  to  other 
central  and  southern  African  states.  A  few  higher  grade  American 
buggi^  are  still  being  sold,  also  a  very  few  farm  wagons.    The  im- 

Sortation  of  these,  however,  is  rapidly  decreasing,  and  the  future 
oes  not  hold  much  hope  that  conditions  will  improve  from  the  view- 
point of  American  manufacturers. 
Boom  for  Improvement  In  Display  Methods. 

While  the  efforts  of  the  various  exhibitors  of  farm  machinery  in 
these  shows  deserve  to  be  highly  commended  and  encouraged,  it  is 
hoped,  nevertheless,  that  improvements  will  be  made  in  the  future 
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as  regards  the  condition  of  the  machines  shown  and  in  the  g«nei«l 
arrangement  of  the  exhibits.  The  importi^ce  of  .this  secticHi  can  no 
doubt  De  greatly  enhanced  if  this  is  done.  It  would  be  a  good  policy 
to  feature  some  of  the  machines  by  attractively  finishing  them  and 
also  by  giving  them  greater  prominence.  Tlus  could  be  done  by 
placing  mem  on  separate  and  higher  platforms,  with  sufficient  free 
space  around  them  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  visitors.  Certain 
firms  that  took  pains  to  make  their  stands  attractive  were  evidently 
well  rewarded  for  their  efforts  if  the  larger  number  of  people  seen 
in  their  exhibits  is  any  indication.  At  present  only  a  small  portion 
of  the  machinery  section  is  covered  with  a  roof,  and  the  machines 
are  placed  upon  the  bare  ground. 

It  was  also  noted  that  few  firms  had  descriptive  printed  matter 
of  the  machines  exhibited  for  free  distribution.  Since  no  one  looks 
for  a  great  number  of  immediate  sales  during  the  course  of  the 
show,  it  would  no  doubt  assist  the  farmer  to  keep  in  mind  the  good 
points  of  any  machine  in  which  he  had  become  interested  if  he  were 
given  a  properly  illustrated,  descriptive  pamphlet  or  circular. 

On  the  whole,  the  display  of  farm  machinery  was  very  creditable. 
However,  representatives  of  American  firms  coming  to  South  Africa 
should  familiarize  themselves  with  the  general,  arrangement  of  ex- 
hibits in  American  shows,  as  this  knowledge  might  be  found  very 
useful  by  them  in  cooperating  with  their  agents  to  make  a  sucoeas  of 
their  exhibits. 
Xive  stock  and  Prodnoe  Ixhibits. 

Frieslands,  Ayrshires,  Shorthorns,  and  Africander  cattle  were  in 
the  ascendancy^  and  the  live-stock  exhibit  as  a  whole  was  very  satis- 
factory. The  tmie  of  the  year  in  which  the  show  was  held,  however, 
is  not  considered  the  most  appropriate  for  an  exhibition  of  cattle, 
and  for  this  reason  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  a  fat-stock  show  and 
pedigree-stock  sale  next  September.  An  auction  sale  was  conducted 
in  the  show  grounds,  at  which  some  of  the  winning  specimens  were  put 
up  for  sale.  A  Friesland  bull  sold  for  $1,050,  and  other  good  cattle 
brought  satisfactory  prices.  Two  months  before  the  show  certain 
restrictions  against  the  dispatch  of  Rhodesian  cattle  for  the  Johan- 
nesburg market  were  removed,  and  Khodesian  stock  farmers  were 
not  slow  in  profiting  by  that  fact.  Upward  of  200  head  of  cattle 
were  entered  in  the  live-stock  section  by  Rhodesian  farmers. 

The  dairy  industry  was  represente<i  in  a  manner  never  before 
approached,  and  a  much  more  uniform  quality  of  product  was  main- 
tained than  had  been  the  case  in  previous  shows.  Since  South  Africa 
still  imports  butter  and  butter  substitutes  at  the  rate  of  nearly 
$1,500,000  every  year,  cheese  $775,000,  and  condensed  milk"  over 
$2,000,000,  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  that  there  is  room  for  a  great  ex- 
tension of  the  dairy  industi-y  before  it  will  provide  the  fullrequire* 
ments  of  the  country. 

Many  other  sections,  such  as  poultry,  home  industries,  trade 
and  industrial  schools,  and  woman's  work,  well  repaid  inspection. 
Besides  stimulating  progress  and  individual  effort,  they  serve  to  in- 
terest an  increasing  number  of  people  in  the  rural  districts  by 
inducing  the  preparation  of  exhibits  on  the  part  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  Features  included  for  the  benefit  of  the  general 
public  are  the  various  events  in  the  ringj  the  most  popular  bemg  the 
parade  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  riding,  jumping,  and  other  competi- 
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tioDS.  While  made  attractive  in  every  possible  way,  the  agricultural 
shows  held  in  South  Africa  are  strictly  to  educate  the  community  in 
matters  respecting  farm  production,  and  there  is  not  the  same  need 
for  "  amusements "  here  that  is  felt  at  diows  of  this  kind  in  America. 
The  most  striking  thing  in  the  whole  show  was,  in  the  opinion  of 
many,  the  collection  of  exhibits  from  various  districts  (counties)  in 
Ihe  Transvaal,  namely,  Kustenburg,  Heildeberg,  Zeerust,  Potchef- 
stroom,  Pietersburg,  and  Koster.  It  is  believed  that  had  it  not  been 
for  drought  and  hail  many  more  districts  wo\ild  have  participated 
in  this  competition.  There  were  oranges  packed  for  export,  pre- 
served fruits,  samples  of  wood,  honey,  feathers,  wool,  com,  fodder, 
boxes  of  coffee  beans,  tobacco  and  cigars,  hams,  cotton,  citrus  fruits, 
pineapples,  sugar  cane,  bananas,  dates,  wines,  brandies,  dairy  pro- 
duce, leather  work,  butter,  potatoes,  wheat — in  fact,  nearly  everything 
in  the  cereal,  fruit,  and  vegetable  line. 
Oovemment  Participation. 

The  Government  had  a  number  of  displays  of  great  educational 
value.  More  than  ordinary  attention  was  given  by  the  division  of 
botany  to  show  noxious  weeds  and  poisonous  plants.  Diseases  of 
vines,  cereals,  and  grasses  were  vividly  displayed  and  explained.  In 
the  chemical  section  a  study  could  lie  made  of  the  composition  of 
f aim  feeding  stuffs.  Cotton  and  tobacco,  two  crops  that  undoubtedly 
require  more  than  ordinary  care  and  intelligence  to  raise  successfully, 
received  very  particular  attention  at  the  hands  of  Government  ex- 
perts. By  means  of  exhibits  they  showed  that  flue  curing  of  tobacco 
can  be  successfully  done  in  South  Africa,  and  such  a  practical  lesson 
onght  to  serve  to  greatly  enhance  the  profits  of  tobacco  growers.  As 
'  far  as  cotton  is  concerned,  there  is  much  evidence  that  this  industry 
is  passing  beyond  the  experimental  stage.  Good  progress  is  being 
made  in  various  parts  of  northern  Transvaal  and  in  several  districts 
.of  Natal.  The  main  activities,  however,  are  taking  place  in  the 
£nstenburg  district. 

Many  lectures  were  given  by  agricultural  experts  during^  the  £ho:w. 
Such  important  subjects  as  the  management  of  pigs,  the  pr^uctimi 
of  beef,  pests  of  stock-feeding  crops,  merinos  (br^ds,  points  of  differ- 
ence, and  distinguishing  features),  the  maize  exhibits,  cultural 
methods  of  fruit  growing,  and  the  pruning  of  fruit  trees  were  dis- 
cussed in  a  very  practical  way  and  the  talks  proved  highly  instructive. 

The  various  departments  of  the  Union  Government  assist  in  nu- 
merous other  ways.  Besides  money  grants  to  the  societies  organizing 
the  fairs,  exceptionally  low  passenger  and  freight  rates  are  allowed. 
Visitors  to  an  agricultural  show  are  sold  a  return  ticket  at  the  cost 
of  an  ordinary  single  fare.  All  exhibits  are  conveyed  from  any  sta- 
tion in  South  Africa  at  ordinary  rates  on  the  forward  journey.  If 
returned  unsold  to  the  original  consignor  or  station,  the.se  exhibits 
are  carried  free  of  charge  and  a  rebate  of  half  the  amoimt  paid  on  the 
forward  journey  allowed. 
American  Automobiles — Sates  of  Otber  Fairs. 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  mention  in  passing  that  the  very  im- 
portant and  extensive  motor-car  section  was  taken  up,  with  only  two 
or  three  exceptions,  by  cars  of  American  manufacture. 

The  various  shows  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  article,  and  which 
it  is  felt  are  those  that  at  present  would  interest  American  manu- 
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facturers,  are  held  in  a  very  conFenient  order,  the  dates  between 
them  allowing  ample  time  to  ship  the  machines  from  one  show  to 
another.  This  year  the  following  order  has  been  observed:  Cape 
Town,  February  29-March  2;  Port  Elizabeth,  March  14-17;  Bloem- 
fontein,  March  21-24;  Johannesburg,  April  24-29;  Durban,  July 
4-7 ;  Bulawayo,  May  31-June  1 ;  Salisbury,  July  27-28. 


NEW  IiroirSTEIES  IN  INDO  CHINA. 

[Consul  Lawrence  P.  Briggs,  Saigon,  French  Indo  China,  July  8.] 

Ore-Bedndng  Plant  at  Half  ong. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  to  erect  at  Haifong  a  small  reducing  plant 
to  treat  the  antimony  ore  shipped  from  that  port.  The  amount  of' 
antimony  shipped  is  small,  only  920  tons  in  1914  and  630  tons  in 
1915,  but  the  high  price  of  this  ore  will  probably  lead  to  a  more  ex- 
tensive development  of  the  deposits  in  Tonkin  and  northern  Annam. 
The  machinery  is  being  built  and  installed  by  La  Societe  de  Construc- 
tions Mecaniques,  Haifong. 

Glass  Factory  at  Xien-an. 

A  glass  factory  will  be  constructed  at  Kien-an,  near  Haifong,  to 
provide  the  bottles  needed  for  La  Societe  Frangaise  des  Distilleries 
de  I'Indochine,  which  has  the  monopoly  of  the  manufacture  of  rice 
alcohol  in  Tonkin.  This  enterprise  is  said  to  be  backed  by  the  distill- 
ing company,  who  will  give  the  promoters  an  annual  contract  for 
3,000,000  bottles.  [A  report  on  the  market  for  bottles  in  French 
Indo  China  was  published  in  Commekce  Keports  for  Jan.  22,  1916.] 

Projected  Ironworks  at  Thai-Hgnyen.  -  ' 

A  local  engineer  and  promoter,  which  is'  a  principal  stockholder  of 
several  mining  companies,  particularly  the  zinc  mines  of  Langhit 
and  Thanmoi,  is  about  to  establish  a  foundry  and  perhaps  a  steel 
plant  at  Thai-Ngiiven.  Althoiigh  it  is  known  that  there  are  extensive 
iron  depO|Sits  in  Tonltin,  almost  no  effort  has  ever  been  made  to 
develop  them. 

Kefrigerated  Meat  from  Vinh. 

A  French  firm  in  Hongkong,  which  formerly  maintained  a  steam-' 
ship  service  between  that  port  and  Ben-thuy,  the  lumber  center  and 
port  of  Vinli  in  northern  Annam,  with  steamers  chartered  for  that 
purpose,  has  bought  a  steamer  of  its  own  that  is  provided  with  a  re- 
frigerating plant.  It  intends  to  build  a  large  slaughterhouse  at 
Vinh  for  the  cattle  brought  from  Laos.  In  the  meantime  it  is  trans- 
porting flooring,  windows,  doors,  and  other  articles  of  carpentry  and 
furniture  from  Ben-thuy  to  Hongkong. 

Hog  Cholera  in  Fern. 

Commercial  Attach^  Montavon  reports  an  epidemic  of  hog  cholera 
in  several  Provinces  in  Peru.  The  epidemic  seems  to  be  of  a  most 
virulent  type  and  many  of  the  ho^  are  perishing.  It  seems  to  be 
most  severe  in  the  valleys  around  Lima,  but  this  is  probaly  due  to 
the  fact  that  greater  vigilance  is  observed  in  these  valleys.  The 
(Jovernment  is  sending  veterinarians  into  the  affected  regions. 
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lEATHEB-WOBKHra  IITDTTSTItT  OF  OBIftTTE. 

(Consul  Paul  H.  roster,  Jerea  de  la  Frontera,  Spain,  July  28.] 

Ubrique,  which  is  situated  in  the  mountaiDs  about  42  miles  from 
Jerez  de  la  Frontera,  has,  for  many  years,  had  a  reputation  for  fine 
leather  work,  and  the  product  of  the  little  village  is  widely  distrib- 
uted. The  leather  is  nearly  all  imported,  principally  from  Germany 
and  Austria,  although  the  pigskin  comes  mainly  from  the  United 
States.  A  tan-colored  leather  from  the  United  States  has  been  tried 
but  did  not  prove  satisfactory,  as  it  did  not  absorb  water  well, 
although  the  quality  otherwise  was  highly  commended. 

A  full  line  of  samples  of  the  leathers  used  in  the  industry  is  for- 
warded. [These  samples  may  be  inspected  by  interested  American 
manufacturers  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  79446.] 
It  is  suggested  that  firms  desirous  of  securing  this  business  submit 
samples  through  wholesale  distributors  in  Valencia,  Barcelona,  or 
Madrid,  stating  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended,  as,  while 
the  total  volume  oi  consumption  is  quite  large,  no  one  firm  in 
Ubrique  purchases  a  sufficient  quantity  at  a  time  to  justify  direct 
importation. 

Operatives  and  Their  Wages. 

The  factory  plants  are  small  and  very  primitive,  as  all  the  work 
is  done  by  hand,  no  machinery  being  employed  in  any  stage  of  the 
manufacture.  The  cutting  is  done  from  standardized  patterns  made 
of  tin  by  men  who  receive  2.60  pesetas  ($0.48  U.  S.  currency)  per 
day.  A  certain  number  of  girls  are  employed  in  the  factory  to  do 
the  stitching  and  receive  from  0.50  to  1  peseta  ($0.10  to  $0.20  U.  S. 
currency)  a  day,  but  a  large  part  of  this  work  is  given  out  and  done 
in  the  homes  on  a  piecework  basis,  the  prices  of  which  are  regulated 
by  local  labor  unions.  This  part  of  tae  work  is  exceeding^  well 
done,  the  stitching  being  extremely  ^e  and  delicate.  It  is  said  that 
only  girls  and  women  under  25  years  of  age  can  be  employed,  as 
after  that  age  the  sight  is  not  sufficiently  keen  for  the  finef-  class  of 
work. 

Those  articles  that  require  it  are  then  soaked  in  water  and  shaped 
on  molds.  The  principal  output  consists  of  cigarette  cases,  pocket- 
books,  coin  purses,  and  cardcases  of  many  sizes  and  shapes. 

[The  names  of  four  of  the  lai-ger  firms  in  Ubrique  which  engage  in  exporting 
may  be  had,  upon  request,  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  under  file  No.  79446.] 


BEHOTE  CONTBOI  FOS  ELECTBIC  TESTDTG  lABOBAIOBT. 

An  elaborate  system  for  the  rapid  and  accurate  control  of  electric 
generators  is  described  in  Scientific  Paper  No.  291,  which  has  been 
published  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  In  a  labora- 
tory in  which  a  large  number  and  variety  of  electrical  instruments 
are  tested  it  is  important  that  means  be  provided  for  such  control  of 
the  generators  that  provide  the  current  for  testing.  In  this  new 
publication  the  system  in  use  at  the  bureau  is  described.  The  control 
rheostats  are  not  handled  by  the  observers  directly,  but  are  operated 
by  small  motors  which  are  controlled  from  any  one  of  the  several 
laboratory  rooms  by  means  of  small  multiple-lever  switches. 
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AHESICAV  CONSTTLAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflBcers  are  on  leave  of  absence  ia 
the  United  States  and  "will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  re:q)ective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspozidenoe,  and  except 
ii)  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venae. 


Addicss. 


Hale.F.  D 

Masterson,  William  W 

Ilaker,  E.  Carlton 

Monaghan,  J.  C 

Jewell,  John  F 

Ivrmper,  Oreham  H. . . 

(ioomer,  James  H 

Hoieltine,  Koss 

LuliiK,  James  Oliver... 

I  eonard,  Waller  A 

'ishornr,  Jotm  Ball.... 
M  ansfleld,  IMbert  E . . . 


Hnddersfleld,  Englmd 
Durban,  Natal,  8oatli 

Africa. 
Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Cbcfoo,  China.. 

Erfurt,  Oemiany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
Pore  Antonio, Jamaica. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada... . 


Sept  S 
Sept.   1 

Aug.  SO 

Sept.    1 

Oct.  1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  1 
Oct.  1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Sept.  15 


I#unenborg^t. 
CairolUon,  Ky. 

Apvtment  No.   75,   Tbe   Brunswick, 

Wasbington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  B»- 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Galena,  III. 

Department  of  State,  Wasbington,  D.  C. 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  KansasCity,  Bio. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G^ 
BushvUle,  Ind. 


AHERICAN  FBINTING  AND  FXFBLISHINa  INDUSTBT. 

A  review  of  the  printing  and  publishing  industry  of  the  United 
States  in  the  years  1914  and  1909  is  given  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census  in  its  summary  of  the  results  of  the  1914  study 
of  that  industry.  The  five-year  period  showed  increases  in  number 
of  establishments  and  in  the  value  of  products. 

According  to  the  classification  adopted,  the  printing  and  publish- 
ing industry  is  made  up  of  three  branches,  comprising:  (1)  Estab- 
lishments whose  chief  business  is  book  and  job  printing,  book  print- 
ing and  publishing,  or  book  publishing  only;  (2)  establishments 
whose  sole  or  chief  business  is  music  printing,  or  music  printing  Mid 
IJiiblishing,  or  music  publishing  only;  and  (3)  establishments  which 
;uc  engaged  in  the  printino:  and  publishing,  or  in  the  publishing  only, 
of  newspapers  nnci  periodicals,  some  of  the  first  named  doing  joiy 
work  also. 

The  number  of  establishments  in  this  industry  in  1914  aggregated 
:U,C12,  and  the  total  value  of  their  products  amounted  to  $810,508,111  J 
These  figures  represent  increases  of  6.2  per  cent  and  22.3  per  cent,' 
respectively,  as  compared  with  those  for  1909 — 29,757  establishments, 
with  products  valued  at  $662,591,959. 

locations  of  Establishments  According  to  States. 

Of  the  31.612  establishments  in  the  entire  industry  reported  for 
1914,  4.159  Avere  in  New  York;  2,538  in  Illinois;  2,362  in  Pennsyl- 
vania: 1.685  in  Ohio;  1,457  in  California:  1,293  in  Missouri;  1,206 
in  Massachusetts;  1,182  in  Texas;  1,067  in  Michigan;  1,058  in  Iowa; 
965  in  Minnesota;  901  in  Indiana;  789  in  Wisconsin;  763  in  Kansas, 
089  in  Nebraska;  681  in  New  Jersey;  622  in  Washingttm;  619  in 
Oklahoma;  466  in  Colorado;  438  in  Georgia;  426  in  Tennessee:  401 
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in  Kentucky;  384  in  Virginia;  379  in  South  Dakota;  363  in  Oregon; 
851  in  North  Dakota;  340  in  Connecticut;  333  in  Maryland;  329  in 
North  Carolina ;'  308  in  Arkansas ;  278  in  Alabama ;  277  in  Louisiana ; 
239  in  West  Virginia;  238  in  Montana;  235  in  Florida;  219  in  Mis- 
sissippi; 197  in  Maine;  173  in  Idaho;  166  in  South  Carolina;  156  in 
Utah;  147  in  Bhode  Island;  141  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  133  in 
New  Hampshire;  111  in  Vermont;  107  in  New  Mexico;  81  in  Wyo- 
ming; 74  m  Arizona;  54  in  Delaware;  and  12  in  Nevada. 
The  statistics  of  the  industry  for  the  two  years  follow: 


1900 

1914 

1909 

1914 

Ntimber    of   establisb- 

29,757 

31,613 

Publications— Contd. 
Ready  prints  (pat- 
ent   bisldes  and 

2,293,077 

82.830. 391 
10,209,509 

6,510,008 
1,000,960 

2M,1M,0«6 
(•) 

18. 810.392 

8,201,398 
11,886,141 

Bookandjob 

10,708 
178 

18,871 

13,115 
180 

19,317 

1,965,215 

nolo. 

Books    and   pam- 
phlets- 
Published  or  print- 
edandpublbhed. 
Printed  for  publioa- 

tkmbyotheis 

Sheet    music  and 
books  of  music— 

ed  and  pubSEed. 
Printed  for  pttbiioa- 

tion  by  others 

Other  products  (or  sale 
and  In  execution  of 
orders: 

Job  iHrinting 

Uaohlne    compo^ 

tioD  tor  others.... 
Bookbinding     an4 

blank  books 

Eleotrotyping,   eo- 

graving,  litho- 

jospblng,  etc 

AU  other  products.. 

Newspapen  and  ptri- 
itdlndR 

88,266,697 
10,049,651 

vALvs  or  nooucTs. 
Total 

8663,501,959 

1810,508,111 

Fublicstions: 

337,508,288 

135.083,043 
302,533,245 

419,531,172 

163,577,000 
255,954,082 

8,803,491 

Subscriptions 

and  sales 

AdvertistDg. . . . .  • 

822,585 

Newspapers ,,-., 

232,993,094 

84,«8,7D2 
148,554,393 

104,603,194 

(0,024,341 
53,978,853 

283,588,966 

99,641,880 
184,017,106 

135,942,206 

'64,036,230 
71,906,970 

240,730,933 

Sutiscrlptlons 

and  sales 

Advertising 

Periodicals  other 

than  newspapers... 

Subscriptions 

and  sales 

Adrtrtlsing. 

{,683,0»S 
15,007,103 

9,608,641 
13,860,625 

•  Not  reported. 


Chile  Oets  American  Coal  at  Lower  Prices. 

Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens,  at  Santiago,  Chile,  reports 
that  it  is  stated  by  La  Cr6nica  Mercantil  of  Valparaiso  that 
American  coal  is  falling  in  price,  on  account  of  a  freer  offering  of 
^ps.  The  c.  i.  f.  quotations,  varying  with  port,  delivery,  and 
brand,  are:  Aiistralian,  $20.05  to  $20.65;  American,  $16.28  to  $17.62; 
Chilean,  $14.58  to  $20.65. 


OFnCES  OF  THE  BTJBEAIT  OF  FOBEION  Aim  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 


visTBicr  OFncss. 

KSW  TOBK :  Boob  409,  CastomkoiM. 

B08T05:  ISth  leor,  Cistoahe««. 

CUCICIO:  604  Federal  Billdlag. 

8T.  U>IIIS:  408  Third  NaUeaal  Bank  Baildlag. 

ATLAHTA:  5!1  Post  Ofllee  BoUdlng. 

HBW  OBLBAKS:  1020  Hlberala  Bank  Baildlag. 

BAH  FBAXOBCO:  807  Castoaiboase. 

KBATrLB:  848  aewrr  BalMlng. 


COOPBBATITE  OmCES. 

CliETEIiAItD:  Chamber  of  Coaaeree. 
CmCI.XNATI:  Chamber  ef  Commerce. 

cixcnnuTi:  c,  n.  o.  a  t.  p.  Br.  co. 

L06  AKCELES:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PmUDELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Coauieret. 
CflATTA!(00GA:  Seith  imerieaB  Ageat,  Soitk- 
era  By.  Co. 
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CELFECH  MAinrFACTUBE  Hf  6£BMJUfT< 

[Consul  General  Julius  G.  Lay,  Berlin,  July  12.] 

Celpech  (or  "  Zellpech,"  as  it  is  known  in  Grerinany)  is  one  of  Uio 
products  obtained  by  evaporation  from  sulphite  lye,  which  is  a  resi- 
due of  the  bisulphite  process  for  making  paper  pulp.  The  total  Ger- 
man production  of  sulphite  lye  is  about  680,000  metric  tons  per 
annum,  an  amount  which  represents  approximately  50  per  cent  of  all 
ilie  wood  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cellulose. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  find  a  use  for  the  sulphite  lye 
in  addition  to  thickening  and  evaporating  it  into  celpech.  In  Sweden 
the  lye  residue  has  been  successfully  used  in  the  manufacture  of  wood 
alcoliol.  It  is  claimed,  according  to  this  process,  that  1  metric  ton 
of  the  residue  will  produce  132  pounds  of  alcohol. 

The  residue  has  been  used  in  Germany  as  an  admixture  in  the 
manufacture  of  artificial  stone  blocks.  Experiments  have  been 
made  recently  with  a  view  to  utilizing  the  residue  as  cattle  feed  by 
adding  various  ingredients.  Extracts  of  the  residues  have  also  been 
employed  for  tanning  purposes. 

Host  Valuable  Commercial  f  rodnct  From  Xesidnes. 

The  most  valuable  commercial  product  obtained  from  the  residue* 
of  paper-pulp  making  is  celpech.  The  processes  of  manufacture  of 
this  product  are  all  more  or  less  similar.  The  lye  residues  are  caught' 
in  acid-proof,  walled  basins,  to  which  they  flow  through  lead  cooling 
pipes.  The  residues  are  then  pumped  into  wooden  tanks,  in  which 
they  are  neutralized  by  the  use  of  milk  of  lime.  After  a  thorough 
filtration  over  coke,  the  residues,  now  of  an  almost  black  color,  arc, 
pressed  through  an  economizer,  heated  t6  about  97°  Celsius;  then 
the  pitchy  mass  is  exposed  in  evaporators  in  which  a  displacement 
up  to  35°  Baum^  takes  place.  The  evaporation  from  32°  to  35° 
liaume  up  to  dryness  is  accomp^shed  by  means  of  large  drums  which, 
are  heated  with  steam  and  are  dipped  into  the  thickened  residues.: 
Tlie  dryness  of  the  pitch  obtained  in  this  manner  is  90  per  cent.  Thp' 
pitch  Iboks  like  black,  nontransparent  colophony,  smells  like  licorice^' 
and  is  easily  soluble  in  water. 

Fifty  tons  of  dry  celpech  can  be  obtained  from  654  cubic  yards  of- 
residue.  Lime  can  not  be  detected  during  the  process  of  filtration.' 
The  finished  celpech  is  a  more  or  less  flimsy  substance,  of  a  shade, 
varying  between  yellowish  red  and  black,  which  completely  dissolves' 
in  water. 

Comparative  Analyses — Uses  of  Celpech.  i, 

Analyses  of  the  contents  of  the  thickened  residues  and  the  dries(|| 
celpech  yield  the  following  figures:  Thickened  residues — ^Water, 
28.88  per  cent;  elements  soluble  in  water,  13.96  per  cent;  extracted i 
elements,  57.16  per  cent ;  of  which  22.96  per  cent  can  be  used  for  tan- 
ning and  34.20  per  cent  can  not  be  used  for  tanning.  Dry  celpedi — 
AVater,  13.76  per  cent;  extracted  elements.  86.24  per  cent;  of  which 
31.84  per  cent  can  be  used  for  tanning  and  54.40  per  cent  can  not  be 
used  for  tanning. 

Although  celpech  is  recognized  as  the  most  valuable  commercial 
prod«U't  obtained  from  tlie  bisulphite  process  of  paper-pulp  -making, 
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yet  its  usefulness  for  many  industri&l  purpc^s  is  still  a  subject  of 
discussion  and  controversy.  It  has  been  used  for  several  years  as  a 
binder  in  the  manufacture  of  coal  briquets.  On  the  ground  of  price 
and  other  considerations,  the  value  of  this  process  is  often  denied.  As 
a  binding  material,  celpech  competes  on  the  German  market  with  tar 
pitch.  Since  it  is  more  expensive,  manufacturers  using  celpech 
briquets  for  producing  steam  must  take  the  additional  cost  into 
account. 

Besides  its  new  use  for  briquets,  it  has  often  been  employed  as  a 
binder  in  the  production  of  molding  sand.  In  recent  years  large 
ajmounts  have  beep  placed  in  tin  cans  and  sent  to  England,  where  it 
i^  utilized  in  making  casting  molds  for  molding  sand. 
I  The  use  of  celpech  as  a  filler  can  not  be  overlooked.  As  such  it  is 
used  in  the  production  of  cheap  qualities  of  black  dyes,  by  means  of 
Tvhich  rough  cotton  goods  are  colored.  It  is  also  used  to  impregnate 
sailcloth,  hemp  cords,  fish  nets,  etc. 

Ore  briquets  made  with  celpech  are  well  known.  When  it  is  used 
i^  this  way  it  is  broken  up  and  ground  into  powder  and  -then  mixed 
with  the  smelting  refuse  from  iron  furnaces.  The  furnace  charge 
with  which  it  is  to  be  mixed  must  be  dry,  so  that  when  it  is  brought 
together  with  celpech  in  a  funnel  the  product  thus  formed  will  not 
amtere  to  the  apparatus.  The  mixture  is  exposed  to  superheated 
steam  having  a.  temperature  of  from  350°  to  420°  G.  It  is  then 
placed  in  molds  which  form  the  finished  briquet.  Ore  briquets  weigh 
about  3  kilos  (6.6  pounds). 

Bisulphite  Process  of  Paper-Pulp  Itaklng. 

I  have  received  from  American  Vice  Consul  Bobert  Lee  Gray  at 
Hanover,  a  statement  relative  to  the  bisulphite  process  of  paper- 
pulp  making.    His  discussion  of  the  subject  is  in  part : 

Pine  wood  Is  peeled  and  chopped  into  pieces  the  size  of  a  nut  by  i-otating 
knives  which  grip  the  wood  in  a  diagonal  direction.  These  pieces  are  crushed 
and  torn  to  shreds.  After  the  knobby  parts  are  picked  oat,  the  pieces  thns 
prepared  are  pnt  in  big  boilers,  so-called  "  cookers,"  a  solution  of  calcium  sul- ' 
pbite  and  sulphuric  acid  called  "  sulphite  lye  "  is  poured  over  them.,  and  the 
whole  is  heated  by  direct  or  indirect  steam  to  several  atmospheres  of  pressure 
until  the  Ilgnine  substance  has  been  loosened  and  the  cell  fiber  isolated. 

For  producing  the  sulphite  lye,  some  factories  bum  still  sulphur,  but  most 
of  them  have  adopted  Mitscherlich's  process,  which  involves  the  use  of  roast- 
ing stoves  as  they  are  used  in  the  sulphuric-acid  factories. 

For  cooking  the  sulphite,  the  old-fashioned  horizontal  cooking  apparatus  Is 
partly  used.  For  the  most  part,  however,  vertical  apparatus  which  Is  more  up 
to  date  Is  employed.    It  Is  made  from  Iron  plate,  with  stone  bricks  inside. 

After  finishing  the  cooking,  the  steam  is  let  off  and  tlie  sulphurous  acid  .still 
escaping  Is  led  into  the  proi)er  channels ;  the  brown  lye  is  discharged,  and  the 
cell  stuff  washed  out  In  the  cooker.  The  pieces  of  wood,  after  having  undergone 
the  treatment  described,  consist  of  loose  agglomerates  of  cellulose  fiber  easy  to 
crush ;  the  crusts  and  firm  parts  are  dissolved. 

The  waste  lye  contains  various  kinds  of  sugar,  dextrose  coming  from  cellu- 
lose, xylose  (CHioOi)  from  xylan,  and  there  are  acetic  acid,  tannin,  and  nitrog- 
enous compositions  the  use  of  which  is  still  an  important  question.  About 
50  per  cent  of  the  treated  wood  has  been  going  to  waste  In  the  lye  and  forming 
a  very  Inconvenient  waste  mass ;  It  Is  led  to  rivers  after  having  been  neutral- 
ized and  freed  from  fiber.  In  Waslum  the  lye  Is  evaporated  and  a  so-called 
"thick  lye,"  very  sticky  and  clammy,  is  obtained.  An  attempt  has  been  made 
to  use  it  as  an  agglutlnant  and  for  dressing  purposes. 

In  Sweden  a  factory  which  haa  been  founded  manufactures  alcohol  from  the 
w^aste  lyes,  with  1  per  cent  of  fermenting  sugar,  and  makes  a  profit  by  this 
process. 
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Kcserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bar*aa  and  Its  district  ofllcea.  Reqfl^st 
(or  each  opportanlty  sbonld  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  stmte  opportunity  nfeiii»tii;i;. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  reeponslblTlty  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Hardware,  No.  22253. — The  commercial  nttach4  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  France  has  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  the  names  of  two  young  men  who 
are  desirous  of  representing  American  exporters  of  a  cheap  line  of  hard- 
ware suitable  for  sale  by  small  retailers  and  department  stores.    Reference. 

Iron  hart.  No.  22254. — An  engineering  firm  In  Switzerland  asks  an  American 
consular  officer  to  secure  quotatioas  on  100  tons  of  assorted  round  iron  bars 
suitable  for  concrete  construction  purposes,  sizes  6  to  30  millimeters  tn 
diameter  by  15  meters  In  length.  Correspondence  in  French  or  Germaa. 
Reference. 

Steel  products,  provUions,  etc..  No.  22255. — ^A  commission  firm  In  Brazil  deslras 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of.  hardware,  steel 
girders,  barbed  wire,  nails,  corrugated  iron,  tools,  flour,  chemicals,  printii^ 
and  wrapping  paper,  etc.  The  firm  is  also  prepared  to  act  as  purchashig 
agent  for  American  firms  interested. in  Brazilian  products. 

Hardware  nQvelties,  etc..  No.  22266. — ^A  business  man  from  Colombia,  who  is 
now  in  the  United  States,  wislies  to  get  into  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  hardware  novelties,  automobiles  and  acces- 
sories, and  motor  boats,  with  a  view  to  exclusive  representation.    Reference. 

Pianos,  etc..  No.  22257. — ^A  man  fn  Spain  desires  to  represent  an  American 
manufacturer  of  pianos  and  accessories. 

Pharmaceutical  products,  etc..  No.  22258. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Australia  writes  that  a  manufacturers'  agent  In  his  district  is  desirous  of 
representing  American  manufacturers  of  surgical  dressings,  pharmaceutical 
products,  chemists'  sundries,  specialties,  and  novelties. 

Ortion  seed.  No.  22259. — ^A  firm  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  asks  the  Bureau 
to  place  it  in  touch  with  American  Importers  and  others  Interested  in  the 
purchase  of  onion  seed. 

Glassware,  etc..  No.  22260. — ^An  established  firm  in  South  Africa  desires  to 
secure  the  exclusive  agency  in  that  territory  of  the  following  lines :  Glass- 
ware, soft  goods  (very  cheap  cotton  singlets,  from  size  28  Inches  to  34 
Inches  In  whitey  black,  green,  striped,  etc.,  mostly  used  for  the  kafflr  trade), 
fleece  underwear,  shawls,  enawelware  and  crockery,  leather  goods,  cIocIjs, 
paper,  and  second-hand  clothing.  Terms,  cash  against  documents  in  New 
York.    Negotiations  may  be  opened  through  representatives  in  New  York. 

Paper,  barbed  wire,  etc.,  No.  22261. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the  West 
Indies  transmits  the  name  of  a  firm  in  his  district  desirous  of  representing 
American  manufacturers  of  cotton  thread,  galvanized,  barbed,  and  plain 
wire,  wire  cloth  and  poultry  netting,  soap  stock  and  animal  grease,  wrap- 
ping paper  and  paper  bags,  plate  steel,  steel  rods,  steel  beams  and  bars,  pig 
iron,  galvanized  and  black  tubing,  and  table  salt.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  Kiiglish.    Quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York  and  c.  i.  f.  destination. 

Botliing  supplies.  No.  22262. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Russia  WTltes  that 
a  business  man  in  his  district  Is  .in  the  market  for  corks  for  bottles,  gal- 
vanized wire  for  bottles  used  for  mineral  waters,  citric  and  tartaric  acids 
chemically  pure  In  crystals,  carbon  dioxide  gas  In  steel  cylinders,  fruit 
essences  for  aerated  waters,  vegetable  colors  for  coloring  aerated  waters, 
and  other  products  required  for  their  production  and  bottling.    Corre- 

;       spondence  in  Russian. 


Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward  at  Vancouver  reports  that  245,110 
tons  of  ore  were  received  at  the  smelter  at  Trail,  British  Columbia, 
during  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1916.  British  Columbia  fur- 
nished 230,332  tons,  the  State  of  Washington,  14,558  tons,  and  Idaho. 
229  tons.  6      »      J  > 
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B£OIST£ATI0N  OF  TBADE-MABES  IN  LATIN-AHEBICAN 
COUNTBIES. 

The  importance  of  early  registration  of  trade-marks  used  in  com- 
merce with  Latin  American  countries  has  been  frequently  referred 
to  in  the  pages  of  Cohmerce  Befobts.  In  order  to  indicate  the 
manner  of  securing  protection  for  trade-marks,  there  was  issued  in 
1915  a  repoi-t  on  this  subject,  describing  briefly  the  formalities  of 
registration,  and  also  indicating  the  offices  to  which  applications 
should  be  directed,  the  duration  of  protection,  and  the  principal 
official  fees.  A  revised  edition  of  this  publication,  which  is  entitled 
"Tariff  Series  No.  31,  Registration  of  Trade-Marks  in  Latin 
America,"  with  corrections  to  date,  has  been  issued,  and  copies  may 
be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Information  regarding  countries 
that  are  not  covered  by  this  publication  may  also  be  obtained  by 
addressing  the  Washington  office  of  the  Bureau. 


TOBACCO  SALES  IN  AMSTEBDAH. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  July  28.] 

A  summary  of  the  results  of  the  public  tobacco  sales  in  Amster- 
dam up  to  July  14  shows  a  great  increase  in  quantity  and  prices  in 
comparison  with  the  corresponding  sales  in  1915.  The  quantity  of 
Sumatra  tobacco  sold  this  year  was  203,408  packages  (package=179 
pounds),  at  an  average  price  of  1.92  florins  ($0.77)  per  half  kilo  (1.1 
pounds) ;  in  1915,  181,743  packages,  at  1.05  florins  ($0.42)  per  half 
kilo.  The  quantity  of  Borneo  swd  this  year  was  6,462  packages,  at 
an  average  price  o^  1.57  florins  ($0.63)  per  half  kilo;  in  1915.  11,053 
packages,  at  0.63  florin  ($0.25)  per  half  kilo. 

The  higher  prices  this  year  were  due  to  active  competition  among 
bidders  and  to  the  excellent  quality  of  the  tobacco,  it  being  much 
superior  to  that  sold  in  1915.  The  reduced  quantity  of  Borneo  to- 
bacco sold  this  year  in  comparison  with  1915  was  due  to  the  smaller 
supply. 
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CALCIUM  SIUOATES  Aim  ALUMINATE  IH  CEMEHT. 

A  report  on  an  investigation  of  the  properties  of  calcium  silicates 
and  calcium  aluminate  occurring  in  Portland  cement  has  been  pub- 
lished by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  in  Technologic 
Paper  No.  78. 

As  has  been  shown  comparatively  recently,  the  constitu^its  of 
Portland  cement  of  normal  composition  and  normal  burning  are  tri- 
calcium  silicate,  dicalcium  silicate,  and  tricalcium  aluminate.  The 
present  investigation  was  undertaken  to  ^low  what  part  each  of 
these  pkyed  in  developing  the  physical  properties  of  this  ma- 
teriaL 

By  the  use  of  small  amounts  of  boracic  acid  and  chromium  oxide 
as  "  mineralizers,"  the  two  silicates  were  prepared  in  a  fair  conditi<»i 
of  purity  and  in  amounts  large  enough  to  permit  of  the  making  of 
neat  ana  standard  sand-mortar  test  pieces.  These  test  pieces  were 
broken  over  a  period  of  one  year.  The  rate  of  setting  and  of  hydrat- 
ing  was  also  studied,  the  latter  both  chemically  and  microscopicallyl 
The  results  show  that  the  aluminate  sets  and  hydrates  almost  imme^ 
diately  on  the  addition  of  water,  but  never  attains  a  strength  much 
over  100  pounds  per  square  inch.  The  dicalcium  silicate  takes  sev- 
eral days  for  setting,  and  at  the  end  of  one  year  contains  but  5.5 
per  cent  water  of  hydration.  It  has  practically  no  strength  at 
seven  days,  but  at  the  end  of  one  year  has  a  tensile  strength  of 
600  pounds  per  square  inch.  The  tricalcium  silicate  has  all  the  prop- 
erties of  Portland  cement,  both  in  regard  to  setting  and  attaining 
strength. 

Mixtures  of  either  silicate  with  the  aluminate  and  with  the  alumi- 
nate and  plaster,  and  of  both  silicates  with  the  aluminate  and  with 
the  aluminate  and  plaster,  were  also  studied.  The  effect  of  the 
aluminate  was  more  marked  on  the  setting  properties,  as  was  also 
the  case  with  the  plaster  additions;  the  effect  of  either  of  these  two 
additions  on  the  strength  of  either  silicate  or  a  mixture  of  the  two 
was  not  very  striking,  in  general  not  materially  changing  the  strength 
of  the  silicate. 

Copies  of  Technologic  Paper  No.  78  will  be  ready  for  distribution 
in  a  few  days  and  may  be  obtained  without  charge  upon  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


CHILEAN  OOLD  LOAH  DT  TEBXS  0?  "  D0LLAB8." 

[Ambaaeador  Jofiopli  IT.  Shea,  Santiago,  Jul/  24.] 

Of  the  two  internal  loans,  one  of  30,000,000  pesos  national  cur- 
rency and  one  of  20,000,000  pesos  "gold  of  18  pence"  which  the 
President  of  the  Republic  was  authorized  by  law  to  make  [see  Com- 
KERCE  Reports  for  June  19,  1916],  the  currency  loan  of  30,000,000 
pesos  has  been  taken  by  local  banks,  but  no  progress  has  been  made 
m  placing  the  gold  loan.  Now,  it  is  proposed  to  make  it  possible  for 
this  loan  to  be  expressed  in  terms  of  American  dollars  as  well.  It 
is  reported  that  a  large  New  York  bank  is  negotiating  for  the  loan 
through  one  of  the  local  banks. 

It  is  believed  the  proposed  law  will  greatly  benefit  the  questicm 
of  exchange  with  New  York. 
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BBITISH  ASSOCIATION  XTNDEBTAKES  TBAOE  EXTENSION. 

[Consul  General  TbomaB  Sammons,  Shanghai,  China,  July  20.1 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Lancastrian  Association,  held  in 
Shanghai,  July  17,  1916,  plans  were  laid  for  the  advancement  of 
British  commercial  interests  in  China,  more  especially  at  this  port. 

The  Lancastrian  Association  is  composed  of  British  individuals 
and  firms  in  Shanghai  who  are  engaged  in  the  piece-goods  trade. 
Membership  is  limited  to  those  only  who  belong  by  birth  to  Lan- 
cashire or  nave  spent  the  better  part  of  their  lives  in  furthering 
the  commercial  interests  of  Lancashire.  Although  the  organization 
has  led  a  purely  social  existence  in  the  past,  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  members  to  transform  it  within  the  near  future  into  one  of  the 
most  important  British  commercial  organizations  in  the  Orient. 

Arranges  for  Permanent  Exhibition  of  Products. 

In  order  more  successfully  to  meet  trade  competition,  it  was  pro- 
I»osed  that  arrangements  he  made  through  the  Shanghai  British 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  a  permanent  exhibition  of  Lancashire 
products  to  be  furnished  by  manufacturers  at  home,  the  exhibits 
to  be  kept  on  display  in  certain  auction  rooms  frequented  by  Chi- 
nese. In  view  of  the  recent  rapid  growth  of  the  cotton  textile  in- 
dustry in  China,  it  is  also  proposed  to  have  exhibits  of  textile 
machinerj'.  By  thus  enabling  the  Chinese  to  familiarize  themselves 
with  a  variety  of  Lancashire  products,  it  is  hoped  that  the  market 
possibilities  will  be  considerably  increased. 

T\Tiile  recognizing  that  Japan  presents  an  increasingly  keener 
competition  in  the  piece-goods  trade,  on  account  of  cheaper  labor 
and  longer  hours,  the  association  expressed  itself  as  confident  that 
quality,  skilled  labor,  and  intelligent  marketing  would  enable  Lan- 
caster to  hold  its  own. 

CHANGE  IN  TEAMWAY  SOTJTES  OF  VEBA  CBUZ. 

(Con'.ul  Wllllnm  W.  Cannda,  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico.  Aug.  0.1 

In  pursuance  of  the  plans  of  the  local  government  of  Vera  Cruz 
to  improve  the  park  system  of  the  city,  the  Compafifa  Ltda.  de  Luz 
Electrica,  Fuerza  y  Traccion  de  Vera  Cruz  has  relaid  several  hun- 
dred yards  of  track  to  permit  of  an  increase  in  size  of  the  Alameda. 
In  addition,  the  street  car  line  which  formerly  skirted  the  mile-long 
promenade  known  as  the  Paseo  de  los  (?ocos  is  being  removed  and 
relaid  on  a  neighboring  parallel  street.  The  old  rails  are  being 
utilized  for  the  new  route. 

Although  an  English  corporation,  this  company  is  accustomed  to 
buy  many  of  its  supplies  in  the  United  States. 


BBITISH  UST  OF  ENEMY  BITSINESSES  WOUND  UP. 

Becent  issues^  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  contain 
notices  ^ving  lists  of  enemy  business  in  Great  Britain  which  have 
been  discontinued  by  the  British  Government  under  the  "Trading 
with  the  Enemy  Act."  Information  as  to  whether  or  not  any  speci- 
fied firm  has  been  mentioned  in  these  lists  may  be  obtained  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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CHIISAIT  NITRATE  UIDUSTAV. 

[Consul  Tbsmas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  Jo);  26.] 

The  nitrate  of  soda  manufactured  in  Chile  during  the  month  of 
June,  1916,  amounted  to  5,153,701  Spanish  quintals  of  101.4  po«id8, 
against  a  production  of  about  5,858,900  quintals  in  May  of  this  year, 
2,613,976  quintals  in  June,  1915,  6,752,929  quintals  in  June,  1»14, 
and  5,101,301  quintals  in  June,  1913.  Exports  totaled  4,217,810 
quintals,  against  5,148,500  quintals  in  <lie  preceding  month,  and  ^ip- 
ments  of  3,866,168  quintals  in  June,  1915,  4,053,186  quintals  in  Jane, 
1914,  and  3,649,624  quintals  in  June,  1918. 

ITiese  figures  show  that  production  and  exportation  are  still  on 
a  large  scale  though  not  at  maximum.  At  present  exportations  are 
materially  influenced  by  the  amount  of  ocean  tonnage  available. 

Data  for  Half  Decade — Prices. 

For  the  twelvemonth  ending  June  30,  1916,  both  production  and 
exports  were  70  per  cent  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  fell 
somewhat  short  of  the  totals  for  1913-14  and  1912-13,  as  the  fol- 
lowing summary  discloses : 


1911-12 

1912-13 

1913-14 

104-15 

1915-18 

Production 

Quln/db. 
M.572.98S 
54.254,471 
41.407.849 
10.983.701 
9,896,788 
1,088,933 

QuIntaU. 
to.  450,482 
58,492,375 
43.061.880 
13,302.999 
12,336,221 
1,058.778 

QuintaU. 
82.323.617 
58.751.291 
44.534.131 
12,980.782 
11.222.857 

1,068,125 

Qttlnteb. 
34.001,243 
32,070.714 
18,939.660 
13.437.418 
12,295.221 

1,142,197 

Qsiatsb. 

57,716.614 

55.285.814 

To  Europe  and  Egypt 

To  United  States 

29.017,777 
23.484.843 
20,390,839 

Westooast 

3,094,003 

Prices  have  shown  rather  slight  changes  recently.  For  ordinary 
nitrate,  or  95  per  cent,  the  price  has  been  around  $1.77  per  quintu 
for  immediate  deliveries  with  prices  $0.02  to  $0.04  higher  for  later 
deliveries.  The  difference  between  quotations  for  refined  and  ordi- 
nary grades  has  increased  and  is  greiiter  than  has  been  ruling  during 
the  past  year.  For  96  per  cent— 1  per  cent  nitrate  the  quotation  has 
been  about  $1.90  per  quintal  for  delivery  during  early  future  months. 
During  the  first  part  of  July  the  market  became  less  firm,  and  presrait 
prices  are  slightly  lower  than  those  just  mentioned,  though  very  few 
sales  by  mnnufacturers  arc  announced. 

Possible  Opening  for  American  Sacks — ^Ifew  Oflcinas. 

The  Compafiia  Salitrera  Alemana,  of  Taltal,  recently  i>etitioned 
the  Chilean  Government  to  permit  it  to  reimport,  free  of  customs 
duties,  sacks  that  had  been  used  by  this  company  to  export  ni(3*ate, 
and  also  to  poruiit  it  to  use  other  classes  of  sacks,  such  as  potato, 
grain,  and  flour,  in  the  exportation  of  nitrate.  The  first  part  of  the 
petition  was  denied,  but  the  company  has  been  granted  permission 
to  use  the  other  classes  of  sacks  in  nitrate  exportation.  Government 
officers  concerned  in  the  exportation  of  nitrate  have  be«i  instructed 
to  observe  care  in  obtaining  the  proper  tares  in  weighing  ni^^te  in 
the  other  kinds  of  sacks. 

The  permission  to  use  other  classes  of  sacks  is  extended  to  cdMor 
companies,  not  being  exclusive.  An  opening  is  thus  given  for  the 
use  of  sacks  other  than  the  accustomed  standanl  one  of  Indian  j^te. 
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It  is  rumored  that  the  stocks  of  the  other  kinds  of  sacks  which  may 
be  now  used  by  the  German  nitrate  companies  is  not  inexhaustible, 
so  that  there  may  present  soon  opportunities  for  the  sale  of  American 
cotton  or  other  fiber  sacks. 

Engineers  representing  American  capitalists  have  been  making 
extensive  explorations  on  large  nitrate  properties  in  the  Aguas 
Blancas  section,  southeast  of  Antofugasta,  and  if  the  decision  to 
continue  with  the  exploitation  is  given  it  may  lead  to  the  erection  of 
four  new  oficinas  on  this  property. 


NEW  ZEAIAND  SHOBTAOE  OF  LEATHEB  FOB  WOMEN'S  SHOES. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Win^low,  Auckland,  July  18.] 

There  is  a  marked  shortage  in  the  finer  grades  of  leather  for 
high-class  boots  and  shoes.  This  is  in  part  the  result  of  a  demand 
for  women's  high  shoes  and  a  willingness  to  pay  even  extravagant 
<  prices  for  them.  Three  years  ago  women  paid  from  $5.35  to  $6.08 
per  pair  for  the  better  grades  of  high  shoes,  or  boots  as  they  are 
generally  called  here,  while  now  they  are  willing  to  pay  from  $7.79 
to  $8.52  per  pair,  and  in  some  cases  as  high  as  $9.73. 

The  price  of  leather  has  increased  materially,  and  in  the  case  of 
glace  kid  as  much  as  200  per  cent.  Leather  that  formerly  cost  30 
cents  per  square  foot  is  now  sold  at  60  cents  per  square  foot. 

Cloth  fabrics  for  women's  boots,  which  are  manufactured  exten- 
sively in  this  country,  also  show  a  sharp  rise,  and  even  the  cost  of 
buttons  has  materially  advanced.    The  latter  came  from  Germany 
and  Austria  previous  to  the  war. 
Coat  of  Labor  in  Shoe  Industry  Increases. 

Tlie  cost  of  labor  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  has  in- 
creased. The  Arbitration  Court  allowed  a  war  bonus  of  5  per  cent, 
and  now  the  employees  are  asking  for  an  additional  5  per  cent  war 
bonus. 

The  imports  of  goat  or  kid  skins  for  1914  amounted  to  85,332 
pounds,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  38,532  pounds.  Ja- 
panned and  enameled  leather  was  imported  in  1914  to  the  amount 
of  33,906  poimds,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  16,084  poimds. 
As  the  classification  in  1913  was  entirely  different,  it  is  not  possible 
to  make  any  comparison  of  the  imports. 


NEW  AHEBICAV  WABES  ON  SALE  IN  SALONIKI. 

Notwithstanding  the  unusual  difficulties  under  which  all  trade- 
extension  work  has  been  carried  on  in  the  Saloniki  district,  the 
efforts  of  Consul  John  E.  Kehl,  stationed  in  that  Greek  port,  have 
not  been  fruitless,  for  several  new  lines  of  American  merchandise 
have  been  introduced  there  during  the  past  quarter.  One  Saloniki 
firm  has  ordered  American  leather  to  the  value  of  $9,700.  canned 
fish  $6,800,  oleo  oil  $6,000,  granulated  sugar  $3,500,  perfumed  soap 
$1,000,  cotton  stockings  $1,000,  and  paper,  $4,500;  another.  $5,000 
worth  of  American  candles.  The  Municipal  Hospital  also  has 
become  interested  in  American  goods,  having  ordered  $200  worth  of 
oilcloth  and  $100  worth  of  rubber  gloves. 
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NATITE  SUBJECTS  REQTJIBED  FOB  FUMS  DT  CHIIPA. 

[Commercial  AttachS  Jttlcan  Arnold.] 

The  motion-picture  business  in  China  is  practically  confined  to 
the  treaty  ports  and  more  especially  to  the  large  commercial  centers 
such  as  Shanghai,  Tientsin,  and  Hongkong.  It  has  developed  shoost 
exclusively  in  the  higher-priced  theaters  charging  from  50  to  75 
cents  a  seat.  In  Shanghai  there  are  probably  six  such  motion-picture 
houses,  while  Tientsin  and  Peking  have  smaller  numbers.  Many 
Chinese  frequent  these  theaters,  and  special  inducements  are  offered 
at  Sunday  exhibitions  by  reductions  in  prices. 

The  films  displayed  m  these  houses  prior  to  1914  were  almost 
entirely  of  French  manufacture  and  furnislied  by  French  firms. 
Subsequent  to  the  outbreak  of  war  several  American  film  companies 
succeeded  in  creating  a  demand  for  their  films  among  the  picture 
theaters  in  the  Orient.  So  far  as  the  foreign  populations  in  China 
ai*©  concerned,  and  this  ma^  be  interpreted  also  to  include  a  certain 
number  of  the  wealthy  Chinese,  there  is  probably  not  mueh  oppor- 
tunity for  increased  business. 

Friees  of  Admiislon  Knst  Be  Very  Low. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to  work  up  a 
motion-picture  business  for  the  Chinese  population.  In  order  to  do 
this,  prices  of  admission  would  have  to  be  very  low.  The  Chinese 
people  are  great  theater-goers  and  are  extremely  fond  of  theatricals. 
The  native  playhouses  are  money-making  mstitutions  and  the 
Chinese  sit  for  hours  enjoying  the  native  melodramatic  productHHK 
Their  theaters  are  on  the  order  of  cafes,  tables  being  provided  and 
tea  and  Chinese  delicacies  served.  The  price  of  admission  is  nomi- 
nal ;  in  fact,  many  charge  no  fee  for  admissacHi,  but  depend  entirely 
on  the  profits  from  the  sale  of  drinks  and  food  products. 

It  is  evident  that  the  nwtion  picture  is  especially  adapted  to  Chi- 
nese audiences,  as  many  of  the  plays  hav^  the  character  of  panto- 
mimes. They  also  have  a  species  of  crude  motion  picture  whidi  was 
introduced  centuries  ago  and  might  be  called  a  transparency.  Chi- 
nese ^ures  are  painted  on  an  oiled  tran^arent  silk  and  manipulated 
behind  a  screen  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  a  motion-picture  effect. 
These  are  on  a  miniature  basis.  They  are  very  popular  and  are  used 
universally  throughout  China. 

The  Chinese  are  essentially  an  agricultural  people  and  live  in  vil- 
lages rather  than  in  cities,  although  there  are  some  large  cities.  The 
largest  cities  are  provided  with  buildings  erected  for  theatrical  pur- 
poses. They  have  not  developed  the  idea  of  scenei^  for  use  on  tneir 
stages,  so  t^at  the  Chinese  actor  may  often  be  seen  standing  on  a 
chair  frantically  grasping  at  some  imaginary  object,  which  the  audi- 
ence has  been  taught  to  understand  indicates  the  scaling  of  a  pre- 
cipitous mountain.  Armies  are  depicted  by  a  sin^e  file  of  solmers 
walking  in  one  door  and  out  of  another.  The  dress  of  the  Cbinese 
actors  IS  very  spectacular  and  in  a  way  makes  up  for  the  lack  at 
.scenery  and  other  decorative  features  on  their  sta^.  They  are  T«ry 
fond  of  melodrama,  applaud  their  heroes,  and  rejoice  m  seeing  mt 
villain  get  his  jast  deserts. 

Big  Field  for  Frodactioa  of  native  Films. 

There  is  a  big  field  in  China  for  the  development  of  native  films, 
and  it  is  along  this  line  that  the  greatest  opportunity  undoubtedly 
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exists  for  American  film  producers.  A  few  foreign  films  will  always 
find  a  place  in  the  Chinese  motion-picture  show,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  Chinese  public  would  contmually  patronize  these  theaters  if 
they  exhibited  foreign  films  only.  In  fact,  I  would  recommend  that 
about  two-thirds  of  the  performance  be  given  to  native  films  and 
one-third  to  foreign  productions.  At  present  a  few  Chinese  theaters 
are  displaying  motion-picture  films,  but,  generally  speaking,  the 
films  are  badfy  worn,  the  machines  poor,  and  the  exhibitions  not 
creditable.  If  the  business  of  producing  native  films  for  Chinese 
audiences  is  to  be  made  a  success,  the  Chmese  public  must  be  given 
good  pictures  on  good  machines  at  cheap  prices. 


PBICES  KEAT.TZED  AT  BECENT  SALES  OF  VESSELS. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  England,  Aug.  II.] 

Announcement  has  been  made  within  the  last  few  days  by  Lloyds 
of  the  prices  realized  on  the  sale  of  vessels  that  changed  owners  dur- 
ing the  second  quarter  of  1916.  From  the  figures  submitted  it  will  be 
perceived  that  the  profits  of  ocean  navigation  companies  must  have 
been  enormous  during  the  last  two  years  to  make  it  possible  for  them 
to  pay  such  prices.  In  the  case  of  the  King,  a  vessel  of  7,300  tons 
cargo  capacity,  the  price  realized  was  $608,810,  the  ship  having  cost 
$223,860 ;  in  the  case  of  the  Knutaford,  with  6,500  tons  cargo  capacity, 
the  ship  was  sold  in  1913  for  $136,260,  in  February,  1916,  for  $379,585, 
and  more  recently  for  $486,650. 

Among  other  sales  of  steamers  are  noted  the  Robert  Dollar,  8,800 
tons  cargo  capacity,  built  in  1911,  sold  in  April,  1916,  for  $1,362,620 ; 
the  Kirkfield,  8,400  tons,  built  the  same  year,  was  sold  about  the  same 
time  for  $778,640;  and  the  Bland  Hall  and  Albert  Hall,  each  8,250 
tons,  built  in  1914,  were  sold  during  the  past  quarter  for  $875,970 
and  $729,975,  respectively.  The  Winnfield,  5,800  tons,  built  in  1901, 
was  sold  in  1907  for  $108,525;  in  April,  1915,  for  $184,925;  in  June, 
1916,  for  $199,525;  in  December,  1915,  for  $274,960;  and  in  June, 
1916,  for  $374,720. 

A  sailing  vessel,  the  Pesca,  net  tonnage  1,493,  was  sold  in  1912 
for  $9,733,  and  within  the  last  few  weeks  for  $107,065;  the  sailer 
Fingal,  2,435  net  tons,  which  was  sold  in  1910  for  $17,030  and  in 
1915  for  $34,065,  brought  $214,125  in  1916;  the  Dunsyre,  2,056  net 
tons,  sold  in  1910  for  $20,925,  changed  hands  during  the  past  quarter 
at  $139,180;  and  the  Freden,  1,920  tons,  sold  in  1908  for  $23,115, 
brought  $188,575  in  1916. 

[Similar  figures,  covering  tlie  sales  of  steamers  in  1915  and  tlie  early  part  of 
1916,  were  published  in  Couhebck  Repobts  for  Mar.  31,  1916.] 


Toll  Beceipts  of  Panama  Canal. 

Including  the  earnings  of  tolls  for  the  month  of  July,  1916, 
amoimting  to  $460,123,  the  tolls  collected  on  traffic  passing  through 
the  Panama  Canal  from  the  beginning  of  the  towing  of  laden  barges 
between  the  terminal  ports  in  May,  1914,  have  amounted  to  $7^17,- 
956.  According  to  the  August  16  issue  of  the  Canal  Record,  the 
collections  from  vessels  in  the  coastwise  trade  of  the  United  States 
formed  $1,923,122  of  this  total. 
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OUTLOOK  FOB  MOTOR  CABS  IIT  8TBAII8  SETTL£M£HT8. 

I  Vice  I'onsul  I>.  J.  I^ewis,  gingtipore,  June  34 ;  all  values  la  Fnlted  State*  carrenqr.) 

The  total  mileage  of  metalled  roads  in  the  Straits  Settlements 
(which  includes  the  towns  of  Singapore,  Penang,  Dindings,  Malakka, 
Province  Wellcsley,  and  Labuan)  is  587.  For  the  year  1915  a  total 
of  $326,848  was  expended  on  the  maintenance  of  these  roads.  Qnij 
9  miles  of  new  roads,  however,  were  constructed  during  the  year. 

The  latest  data  available  for  the  Federated  Malay  States  place  the 
mileage  of  metalled  roads  in  the  States  of  Perak,  Selangor,  Negri 
Sembilan,  and  Pahang  at  2,250,  and  that  of  unmetalled  roads  at  335, 
or  2,585  miles  of  roads  in  all.  For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 
1915,  the  Government  of  the  Federated  Malay  States  expended 
$1,287,510  on  road  maintenance,  bridges,  and  the  ccmstruction  of  new 
roads.  During  this  period  approximately  155  miles  of  new  roads 
were  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $703,150. 
Imports  SnTlag  Past  Two  Yean — FopiilatioB. 

According  to  the  trade  returns  of  the  Straits  Settlements  for  the 
calendar  year  1914,  the  imports  of  motor  cars,  motor  cycles,  and  ac- 
cessories mto  the  ports  of  Singapore,  Malakka,  and  Penang  totaled 
$793,172,  42  per  cent  of  which  represented  imports  from  the  United 
States  and  53  per  cent  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom.  Varions 
European  countries  contributed  the  remaining  5  per  cent.  Data 
obtained  from  the  Registrar  of  Imports  and  Exports  for  the  Straits 
Settlements  for  the  calendar  year  1915  show  the  total  imports  to  have 
been  $457,201,  the  United  States  supplying  55  per  cent  and  the 
United  Kingdom  31  per  cent.  The  remainder  represented  cars 
shipped  into  the  Colony  from  different  points  in  Amo,  and  India, 
and  a  few  new  cars  imported  from  Italy  and  France. 

The  country  is  at  present  in  a  very  fine  financial  condition,  due 
to  the  high  prices  for  rubber  and  tin,  two  of  the  leading  exports. 
The  Chinese  form  quite  a  large  proportion  of  the  wealthy  residents, 
and  they  are,  as  a  rule,  very  liberal  spenders.  Some  of  them  have 
magnificent  residences  and  own  two  or  three  autmnobiles.  The 
total  white  population  of  the  Straits  Settlements  and  the  Federated 
Malay  States  is  10,652.  The  total  native  population,  including  Chi- 
nese, Indians,  Eurasians,  etc.,  is  1,740,461.  These  figures  are  taken 
fi'om  the  1911  census  and  do  not  include  thepopulation  of  899,931  of 
the  five  independent  native  States  of  the  Malay  Peninsula. 
Tie  Ibttter  of  Deliveries — Opportanlty  for  Tracks. 

The  great  drawback  to  doing  business  with  this  country  is  the  lack 
of  ocean  tonnage  and  the  present  high  freight  rates  on  all  classes  of 
commodities.  If  deliveries  were  giiaranteed  there  would  be  little  diffi- 
culty in  disposing  of  the  cars.  Cars  that  have  been  in  use  for  nine 
months  or  more  are  being  sold  by  individuals  leaving  the  Colony,  in 
.some  instances  at  higher  prices  than  were  paid  for  the  cars  when  new, 
simply  because  of  the  difficulty  experienced  in  securing  fresh  de- 
liveries. The  representatives  or  several  large  American  automobile 
firms  have  visited  Singapore  in  connection  with  tours  of  the  Far  East 
to  see  at  fiist  hand  the  opportunities  and  needs  of  this  market,  and 
they  all  report  tliat  they  have  secured  sufficient  business  to  justi^  the 
ex^nse  of  the  trip. 

There  are  at  present  very  few  commercial  trucks  used  in  this  dis- 
trict, and  it  is  tliought  that  an  excellent  opportunity  to  introduce 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMBBCE  EEPOBIS. 


798 


vehicles  of  this  type  is  presented.  The  good  roads,  not  only  in  the 
towns,  but  also  connecting  the  various  centers,  -would  seem  to  offer 
splendid  facilities  for  the  use  of  motor  trucks  on  the  various  rubber 
plantations  and  for  general  trucking  in  towns  the  size  of  Singapore 
and  Fenang. 
AwtTtkgt  Ce«t  of  <^er«tins  a  Car. 

The  average  monthly  wage  of  chauffeurs  is  about  $18.  Tires  cost 
approximately  15  per  cent  more  here  than  in  America,  and  general 
automobile  repairs  are  about  10  per  cent  higher.  The  Central  Engine 
Works,  the  Straits  Motor  Garage,  and  Wearne  Bros.,  of  Singapore,  do 
general  automobile  repair  work.  Several  native  shops,  however,  are 
able  to  repair  and  paint  automobile  bodies  and  to  make  new  bodies. 
when  required,  but  are  not  in  a  position  to  handle  engine  repairs. 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  price  of  gasoline  has  steadily  increased  until 
it  is  being  sold  at  the  present  time  for  $0.54  per  imperial  gallon. 

Annual  license  fees  for  private  pleasure  cars  range  from  $13.62  for 
a  3-passenger  vehicle  to  $28.38  for  an  automobile  holding  six  or  more 
persons.  For  public  motor  conveyances  $6.81  for  each  one  of  the  total 
number  of  passengers  authorized  by  the  license  to  be  carried.  For 
motor  cars  tor  trade  purposes  other  than  the  conveyance  of  passen- 

fers,  $17.03  for  those  not  exceeding  2  tons'  weight ;  $22.70  for  those 
etween  2  and  3  tons,  and  $28.38  when  exceeding  3  tons.  The  fore- 
going are  the  charges  for  vehicles  having  pneumatic  tires  on  all 
wheels ;  on  cars  not  so  equipped  the  charges  are  doubled. 

[A  list  of  Singapore  firms  that  embraces  both  those  that  now  have  agencies 
for  automobiles  and  those  not  now  representing  any  cars,  but  which  might  be 
interested  In  handling  American  motor  vehicles,  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreisn  and  Domei^ic  Ciommerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative 
offices  by  addng  for  file  No.  79816.  Upcm  referring  to  the  same  file  number 
there  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  and  its  branch  offices  a  copy  of  the  Singapore  < 
Motor  Car  Directory,  containing  a  list  of  automobile  owners  In  that  city  to 
1916.  An  Interesting  review  of  the  motor-car  trade  of  the  Straits  Settlements 
appeared  In  Dally  Oonsular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Aug.  3, 1911.] 


AMESICAH  CONSTJLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post 

Explia- 

UODOI 

venae. 

Addreas. 

Bale,F.  D 

HnddersSeld,  England 
Durban,  Xatal,  South 

Africa. 
Nagasald,  Japan 

Che  foo,  China 

Sept    5 
Sept    I 

Avg.  33 

Sept    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept  10 
Sept    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept  30 
Oct.   14 
Oct.  21 
Sept  15 

Masteison,  WiiUam  W 

CaiTollton,  Ky. 

Anwtment   No.    78,   Tha   Branawlck, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street.  Bft. 

Hnukf hen.  J.  0 

lewell.T^nF 

yonnc,  N.  J. 
Oalena,  III. 

Koaper,  Oi^am  H 

Ooodicr,  James  H 

Erruit,  Germany 

Nlaoaia  PalU.  Canada. 
Port  Antonio,  Jamaica. 

^jnichl,  India 

Colombo,  Ocy  Ion 

£Uivn,  Fiance 

Vancouver,  Canada.... 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
C/o  UnlveisUr  Club,  KtaHaCitj,  Ut. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

Sueltlne,  Rois 

Lains,  James  Oliver 

Leooard,  Walter  A 

OAifna,  John  Bali 

Depsrtmeat  o(  State.  Washington.  J>.  C. 

Hknafieid.itob^E::.::::: 

Riihvme.Ind.              ^^ 
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FOEEIGN  TARIFFS. 

ASQENTIITA. 
New  Tariff  Commission. 

In  conmienting  upon  the  necessity  of  tariflF  revision  and  the  recent 
presidential  decree  (see  Commerce  Reports,  Aug.  10,  1916)  creating 
a  commission  for  the  study  of  the  subject,  the  Kevista  Financiera  y 
Comercial,  of  Br.enos  Aires,  states  that  the  function  of  the  com- 
mission is  to  prepare  the  material  which. is  to  serve  as  a  basis  for 
changes  in  the  valuation  schedule  at  present  in  force,  as  well  as  to 
propose  valuations  for  the  large  number  of  articles  which  are  at  pres- 
ent assessed  on  declared  value.  It  is  pointed  out  in  that  publication 
that,  while  the  present  abnormal  prices  could  not  be  taken  as  a  basis 
for  tariff  vaidationSj  there  is  no  reason  for  delaying  the  preparatory 
work  for  tariff  revision. 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  articles  for  which  the  Argentine 
tariff  does  not  provide  fixed  valuations  and  which  are  therefore  duti- 
able on  the  basis  of  declared  values,  there  is  considerable  variation  in 
the  basis  for  duty  between  the  various  customhouses  of  Argentina, 
and  a  bill  providing  for  the  adoption  of  uniform  valuations  tot  such 
articles  lias  already  passed  the  Senate  and  has  been  favorably  re- 
ported by  the  budget  committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  It 
may  be  pointed  out  that,  judging  from  the  wording  of  the  decree 
creating  the  present  commission,  as  well  as  from  the  references  to  the 
subject  of  tariff  revision  found  in  the  Argentine  press,  the  revision  is 
to  be  limited  to  bringing  about  greater  conformity  between  the  official 
tariff  valuations  and  the  current  c.  i.  f.  prices  of  the  corresponding 
articles,  and  also  providing  fixed  valuations  for  articles  at  present 
dutiable  on  declared  value.  There  is  evidently  no  intention  to  make 
any  changes  in  the  tariff  system  proper  or  in  the  ad  valorem  rates 
for  which  the  valuation  tariff  serves  as  a  basis.  While  a  change  in 
valuations  necessarily  implies  a  change  in  the  actual  amount  of  duty 
collected,  such  a  change  is  limited  by  the  discrepancy  between  the 
present  tariff  valuations  and  the  current  c.  i.  f.  prices  of  the  corre- 
sponding articles.  The  results  achieved  by  such  a  revision  may  differ 
very  materially  from  those  brought  about  by  a  revision  affectmg  the 
entire  tariff  policy  of  the  country. 

[A  (letaileU  study  of  the  tariff  system  of  Argentina,  as  well  os  of  tlie  other 
Soutli  American  countries,  will  be  found  in  Tariff  Series  No.  34,  The  Tariff  Sys- 
tems of  South  American  countries,  which  may  be  obtained  for  25  cents  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  any  of  the  district  offices 
of  the  Biuenu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

BRITISH  INDIA. 

(Board  o(  Trade  Journal,  July  27.] 

Xarking  of  Piece  Ooods. 

^  A  customs  circular  of  June  10,  1916,  amends  the  former  regula- 
tions requiring  that  piece  goods  ordinarily  sold  by  length  have  con- 
spicuously marked  on  each  piece  in  English  the  actual  length  ia 
standard  yards  (including  fractions  of  yards).  Tlie  goods  to  which 
this  provision  applies  include  all  woolen  fabrics,  as  well  as  a  large 
number  of  cotton  materials. 

[A  list  of  the  Intti'i-  fs  <iii  file  in  tiie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce and  will  Ih'  lonneil  iiimii  .•tpplltntion.] 
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BfK£BFOH. 

[Annales  de  Douancs,  June  15.] 

VtotMttA  tajfvrtB  Sent.liy  Ftoroel  Vbst. 

According  to  a  French  customs  decision  of  Jtine  9,  1916^  the 
French  import  prohibitions  authorized  by  the  decrees  of  May  11 
and  July  18, 1916,  do  not  apply  to  articles  sent  from  one  private  per- 
son to  }mo<^er  by  means  of  parcel  post.  Articles  imported  into 
France  under  these- concUtions  are  not  regarded  as  constituting  com- 
mercial shipments. 

JAMAICA.. 

[Conml  Bdm  Ulizcltine,  Port  Antunto,  Itfay  3  and  May  10.] 

Increases  in  the  customs  tariff  of  Jamaica,  which  are  to  be  in  eflEeet 
until  March  31, 1917,  were  authorized  by  a  law  dated  March  22,  1916, 
the  higher  rates  having  been  in  effect  since  early  in  March. 

The  most  sweeping  change  consists  in  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
of  16f  per  cent  upon  a  large  number  of  articles,  constituting  about 
half  of  the  former  free  list.  The  new  rate  affects  many  important 
classes  of  goods,  including  br;iss  scrap,  Britannia  metal,,  copper  in 
pigs,  pig  iron,  lead  scrap  and  pig  lead,  tin  and  zinc  in  blocks  and  pigs, 
ingot  steel,  steel  bars,  wrought  iron  and  manufactures  of  steel  for  use 
in  reinforced  concrete  construction,,  and  certain  other  building  opera- 
tions; wire  fencing;  locomotives,  rolling  stock,  and  equipment  for 
railways  and  tramways;  stills;  sugar-boiling  jjans;  fire  engines  and 
extinguishers;  grains  for  seed;  natural  and  artificial  fertilizers;  vac- 
cine, quinine^  Salvarsan,  medicines,  and  certain  disinfectants. 

A  surtax  of  20  per  cent  of  the  ordinary  duties  is  now  levied  on  the 
following  goods :  Spirits,  brandy,  whisky,  gin,  spirits  of  wine,  alcohol, 
and  all  other  distilled  spirits ;  bitters,,  cordials,  liqueurs,  and  similar 
sweetened  or  mixed  spirituous  beverages;  certam  spirituous  com- 
pounds containing  40  per  cent  of  proof  spirit ;  wines  containing  not 
more  than  40  per  cent  of  proof  spirit  and  valued  at  12  shillings  or 
more  per  ^Uon;  motor  cars  and  motor-car  parts  and  accessories. 
Increases  in  specific  duties  arc  provided  in  the  case  of  ale,  beer, 
porter,  cider  and  perry,  naphtha,  gasoline  and  petrol,  cigars,  cigar- 
ettes, snuff,  leaf  and  manufactured  tobacco. 

By  a  law  of  April  11, 1916,  additional  articles  were  removed  from 
the  free  list.  Certain  hardware  and  iron  manufactures  for  building, 
and  photographic  apparatus,  appliances^  and  chemicals  for  photog- 
raphy, ace  subject  to  tJhe  rate  of  16§  per  cent  ad  valorem-  Cement  of 
certain,  standard  grade,  formerly  free,  is  diitiable  at  1  shilling  per 
barrel  of  not  more  than  400  pounds  gross,  while  the  duty  on  other 
cement  is  increased  from  1  to  2  shillings.  Tlie  rate  on  condensed  milk 
made  from  skimmed  milk,  ia effect  since  May  31,  is  5  pence  per  pound 
inclusive  of  the  weight  of  the  tins.  On  other  condensed  milk  the 
duty  is  ^  penny  per  pound. 

'ih.e  following  export  duties  are  prescribed  by  the  recent  law: 
Cecoa-r  ^  shilling  per  hundredweight  '^  eoGoaniiiis,  2  shillings  per  1,000 
nutsf  dry  cattlie  hides,  4  shillings  per  100  pounds ;.  greea  eattle  hidea, 
2:  shillings  per  100  pounds ;.  logwood,  per  ton.,  10  shillings;  logwood 
exte<icts>liq|iud.  and  .solid,  £10  per  ton  of  solid  logwood  extract;  rum, 
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7  shillings  6  pence  per  100  gallons;  sugar,  7  shillings  6  x>ence  per 
ton.     I Hiindred weight,  112  pounds;  ton,  2,240  pounds,] 

[For  a  preliiuiimry  renoi-t  <>i»  increases  in  export  and  Import  duties  lu  Jamaica 
see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  20,  p.  107.  Further  information  lu  regard  to  tlie 
new  rates  of  duty  will  be  furnished  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

Marking  of  Condensed  Kllk. 

According  to  a  notice  published  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for 
July  -27,  1916,  condensed  milk  may  be  imported  into  Jamaica  only 
when  the  tins  bear  a  label  upon  which  the  minimum  guarantee  of  the 
milk  fat  is  declared  in  large  clear  type.  (Condensed  separated,  or 
condensed  skimmed  milk  may  be  imported  only  in  tins  or  other 
receptacles  with  a  label  marked  "  Machine  skimmed  milk,  imsuitable 
for  feeding  infants,"  or  "Skimmed  milk,  unsuitable  for  feeding 
infants.*' 

mCABAOTJA. 

tl>a    Gnccta.    Fel>.    10.] 

Exemption  of  Crude  Petroleum. 

A  Nicaraguan  law  of  February  7,  191G,  in  effect  from  the  date  of 
l)tiblication,  provides  that  crude  i)etroleum  imported  into  Nicaragua 
shall  be  exempt  from  all  duties  and  taxes,  both  general  and  local,  for 
a  period  of  two  years. 

PABAOVAY. 
(Consul  Samuel  II.  Wiley,  Asuncion,  Feb.  19.] 

Additional  Surtax  on  Imports. 

A  law  enacted  February  17,  1916,  provides  that  all  articles  im- 
ported into  Paraguay  shall  be  subject  to  an  additional  surtax  of  11 
per  cent  ad  valorem  (based  on  the  official  valuation  prescribed  by 
the  customs  tariff) ,  while  on  all  exports  an  additional  tax  of  1  per 
cent  ad  valorem  is  to  be  imposed. 

[Dutiable  imports  are  now  subject  In  Paraguay  to  surtaxes  totnllug  8i  per 
cent  of  the  official  valuation.] 

RUSSIA. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Jul;  27.] 

Importation  of  Samples. 

The  Russian  Minister  of  Finance  has  decided  that  the  certificates 
of  origin  now  required  for  nearly  all  articles  imported  into  Russaa 
(see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  16,  p.  90,  No.  17,  p.  137,  and  No.  19, 
p.  64)  may  be  dispensed  with  in  the  case  of  samples  having  no  com- 
mercial value.  iJnder  No.  218  of  the  Russian  customs  tariff  it  is 
provided  that  samples  having  neither  the  form  nor  the  nature  of 
merchandise  shall  Tbe  exempt  from  import  duty,  and  it  is  to  such 
samples  alone  that  the  recent  regulation  appliesl 


AGBICirLTirBAL  EZPOSITIOir  IN  COLOKBIA. 

The  Colombian  Society  of  Agriculturists  will  hold  an  agricultural 
en)osition  in  October  of  this  year,  according  to  a  notice  in  the  Diario 
Oncial  of  July  5.  Correspondence  regarding  exhibits  may  be  sent  to 
El  Ministro  de  Gobiemo,  Miguel  Abadia  Mendez,  Bogota,  Colombia. 
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asavuTLDTSQ  nr  bbifish  Columbia. 

tVlce  Consul  G.  C.  Woo&ward,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Aug.  12.] 

H.  W.  Brown  &  Co.,  of  Vancouver,  hare  let  contracts  for  the  con- 
stmetioii  of  eight  225-foot  hnnber-carrying  vessels,  six  with  the 
Wallaee  Shipyards,  at  North  Vancouver,  and  two  with  Cameron  and 
Genoa  Mills  (Ltd.),  Victoria.  It  is  reported  that  this  company  will 
operate  these  vesEwls,  when  completed,  under  the  name  of  the  Cana- 
man  West  Coast  Navigation  Co. 

The  ships  under  construction  and  being  planned  will  be  built  under 
the  terms  of  the  recent  British  Columbia  shipping  bill,  which 
grants  a  subsidy  for  10  years,  to  be  paid  in  10  annuEU  installments 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $5  per  ton,  to  bring  the  earnings  of  tihe  ^ps 
built  under  the  act  up  to  15  per  cent  of  the  total  cost.  [See  Com- 
3CESCE  Reports  for  June  16,  1916.]  The  cost  of  the  vessels  will  be 
about  $165,000  each.  They  will  nave  a  speed  of  7  laiots  without 
the  use  of  sails,  and  an  approximate  Imnber  capacity  of  1,500,000 
feet.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cargo  space  on  these  vessels  is  95  per 
cent  of  the  whole. 

KemvneratiTe  Trelglit  Rates. 

The  steady  rise  in  lumber  rates  during  the  past  18  months  has 
caused  considerable  activity  in  shipbuilding  on  the  Pacific  coast,  it 
being  estimated  that  there  are  25  lumber  vessels,  similar  to  the  ones 
above  mentioned,  now  under  construction  between  Vancouver  and 
Oregon  points.  A  prominent  Seattle  transportation  man  recently 
furnished  the  following  figures  of  the  average  lumber  rates,  per 
thousand,  from  Seattle  and  Vancouver: 
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If  the  above  figures  are  correct  the  freight  on  a  cargo  of  1,500,000 
feet  from  Vancouver  to  Great  Britain  would  be  about  $112,000. 
Allowing  50  per  cent  for  operating  costs,  insurance,  fuel,  two  trips 
would  nearly  pay  the  initial  cost  of  the  vessel;  and  if  the  Panama 
Canal  is  used,  it  is  estimated  that  these  two  trips  would  not  take 
more  than  12  months  to  complete. 

steel  FrelgbteTs  TTnder  Constrnotion  and  Plaaned. 

There  is  at  present  under  construction  at  Wallace  Shipyards,  at 
North  Vancouver,  a  steel  freighter  under  order  of  Dingwall,  Cotts 
A  Co.,  of  Vancouver,  acting  for  English  interests.  The  freighter 
■will  have  a  length  of  315  feet  and  a  45-foot  beam.  It  will  have  a 
carrying  capacity  of  5,000  tons  and  a  speed  of  9 J  knots. 

It  is  reported  that  plans  are  under  way  for  the  construction  of 
four  steel  freighters  of  5,000  tons  each,  at  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific 
drydock  plant  at  Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia. 
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CVBBEHCT  BECBEE  ISSUED  IH  MEXICO. 

[Consul  William  W.  Canada,  Vera  Cruz,  July  21.] 

A  decree  was  issued  by  First  Chief  Carranza,  under  date  of  June 
28, 1916,  and  published  in  the  daily  newspaper,  El  Pueblo,  of  Mexico 
City,  ordering  that  certain  taxes  be  paid  exclusively  in  metallic  cur- 
rency, and  others  in  metallic  currency  or  its  equivalent  in  paper 
money  of  the  new  issue. .  It  was  ordered  that,  beginning  on  July  1, 
1916,  Federal  taxes,  services,  and  utilities  should  be  paid  according  to 
the  following  schedules : 

Taxes  to  b«  Paid  EzclvsiTely  in  Metallic  Currency. 

Import  duties. 

Surtax  of  10  per  cent  on  Import  duties. 

Export  duties. 

Transportatlou  charges  on  Interoceanlc  traffic  on  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepcc 

Tonnage,  loading  and  unloading  tax,  nnd  the  charges  on  interior  maritime 
traffic. 

Taxes  and  charges  for  Interior  services  at  ports. 

Tax  for  cai-etaking  and  storage. 

Fees  for  maritime  bills  of  health. 

Pilotage  dues. 

Tax  for  sanitary  revision. 

Bar  dues. 

Income  from  tlie  arsenal  and  floating  dry  docl»  at  Vera  Cniz  and  marine 
railway  at  Guaymas. 

Proceeds  of  International  Postal  Service. 

Consular  fees. 

Stamp  tax  on  invoices,  contracts,  nnd,  in  general,  all  documents  covering  trans- 
actions in  national  metallic  currency  or  foreign  money. 

Taxes  on  mining  claims,  including  back  taxes. 

Metal  tax. 

Petroleum  tax. 

Tax  on  explosives. 

Taxes  on  smelting,  refining,  u.ssayiag,  and  parting  of  oi-es. 

Kent  estate,  business,  nnd  professional  taxes  in  Ix>\ver  Cnllfornin. 

Parcels  tax  In  Lower  California. 

Inheritance  and  endowment  taxes  In  Lower  California. 

Duties  on  metallurgical  establishments  In  the  Federal  District  and  Territories 

Tax  for  working  forests  and  other  landed  properties  of  the  Nation. 

Siieclal  cotton  tax  in  tlie  Laguna  district. 

To  be  Paid  in  Metallic  Cnrrency  or  EquiTalent  in  Paper  Money  of  Hew  Emissioa. 

Iiilieritnnce  an<l  endowment  taxes  In  tlie  Federal  District  nnd  Territory  of 
Teplc. 

Business  tax  on  banks,  banking  liou.ses,  and  money-exchange  establlsliments, 
prmlucts  of  Ashing,  diving,  etc. 

To  be  Paid  Exclasively  in  Paper  Money  of  Kew  Emission. 

Tax  on  authorization  and  verification  of  weights  and  measures. 

Fees  for  trade-marks  and  patents. 

Fees  of  public  property  register. 

Tobacco  tax. 

Stamp  tax  on  alcoholic  drinks  and  the  production  of  pulque. 

Tax  on  cotton-spinning  and  weaving  industries. 

Fee  for  search  of  data  for  properti'-title  transfer. 

To  be  Paid  in  Hew  Paper  or  Equivalent  in  Vera  Cnis  or  Army  Paper,  at  Bate  of 
Ten  For  One. 

Pro«»eds  of  ixtstal  service  and  earnings  of  internal  postal  service. 
Procee<ls  of  f'ederal  telegrapliie  service  and  earnings  of  the  service. 
Sale  of  stamiis  for  all  kinds  of  documents  and  contracts  which  do  not  cover 
transactions  in  national  metallic  currency  or  foreign  money. 
Twenty  per  cent  Federal  pi-oportion  of  local  taxes. 
Ileal  estate  tnx  in  the  Fwlcrnl  I»istrlct. 
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Services,  taxes,  and  does  of  a  manldpia  cbaracter  in  the  Federal  District 

Tax  on  professions  and  locrative  occupations  in  the  Federal  District. 

Business  tax  In  the  Federal  District 

Pulque  tax  in  the  Federal  District 

Beal  estate,  Iraslness,  and  professional  tax  in  the  Territory  of  Tei>ie. 

Amounts  for  contracts,  services,  fines,  and  other  receipts  are  to 
be  paid  in  the  kind  of  currency  agreed  upon  or  determined  by  the 
proper  authority,  when  treating  of  fines  and  other  liabilities. 

When  an  ad  valorem  tax  is  treated  of  and  the  value  taken  as  a 
basis  is  ezpresed  in  metallic  or  foreign  currency,  the  tax  is  to  be 
payable  in  the  same  kind  of  nK«ey. 


PSOFOSED  KEASUBE  TO  FIX  BKAZHIAN  EZCHAITOE. 

[Caaimerclal  AttacM  WUHam  C.  Downs,  Hto  d«  Jaoplro,  Jnly  28.1 

The  foUowing  project  to  fix  the  rate  of  exchange  was  admitted  for 
discussion  in  the  Brazilian  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  July  26,  1916 : 

Art  1.  Tlje  Government  is  authorized  to  fix  at  12d.  (24  cents)  per  milreis  the 
rate  for  future  conversion  of  Brazilian  fiduciary  money  on  all  commercial  and 
flacal  traasactlans.    Previous  contracts  in  gold  to  be  respected. 

Gtoie  paragraph.  The  Oovermnent  will  consider  the  advisability  of  revising 
diose  oontracts,  oonvertlng  them  into  gold  at  the  new  rate,  and  lllcewise  of 
resaming  the  issuing  functions  of  the  Oaixa  de  Oonvers9o  (Conversion  Office). 

Art.  2.  The  suspension  of  exchange  of  gold  for  notes  of  the  Oiixu  de  Con- 
TorsSo  will  continue  in  force  for  an  ind^nite  period.  The  Government  may 
take  up  the  notes  by  tlie  most  convenient  means  within  its  reacli  and  at  a 
reasonable  rate 

1.  As  the  Government  acquires  the  notes  it  will  substitute  uew  uoi«s  cal- 
culated at  the  fixed  rate  of  12d.,  burniuK  at  ouoe  the  othcns. 

2.  The  excess  of  fiduciary  money  thus  obtained,  and  also  tlio  paper  money 
guaranty  fund,  will  be  employed  by  the  Government,  tlirough  the  Bank  of  Bni/.ll 
and  its  agencies,  in  the  purchase  at  current  prices  of  coffee  and  rubber,  or  other 
exportable  products  of  ready  sale  abroad,  which  will  be  shipped  linnietliately 
and  sold,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  being  deposited  in  the  hands  of  our  bantcers 
to  be  at^lied  to  the  service  of  the  foreign  debt. 

[Prior  to  the  war  the  fixed  value  of  the  milreis  was  lOd.  (32.443 
cents)  and  the  Conversion  Ofiice  was  selling  exchange  at  that  rate. 
According  to  statement  of  the  "  Caixa  da  Amortiza<;ao '"  the  paper 
money  in  circulation  in  Brazil  on  June  30,  1916,  was  1,040,.574.866 
milreis,  as  compared  with  600,340,720  milreis  on  July  31, 1914.] 

Sepresentative  for  Lyons'  Sample  Fair. 

The  representative  in  the  United  States  for  the  second  annual 
Lyons  (France)  Sample  Fair  is  Mr.  Emile  Garden,  whose  offices  are 
at  21  Park  Row,  New  York  City.  He  offers  to  furnish  any  desired 
information  to  American  business  men,  and  has  a  supply  of  pamph- 
lets and  other  printed  matter.  Details  of  the  fair  were  given  in 
CoMMEBCE  Reports  for  August  22, 1916. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BimEATT  OF  FOBEION  ASH  DOMESTIC  C0MHE2CE. 


DISTRICT  OFFICES. 
RBW  lOBK:  Rmh  10«,  Cutaokont. 
BOSIOHt  IMk  looT,  Omlaabaau. 
CmCAOO:  (44  Fedeial  BaUdiaf. 
nr.  UKISt  tn  nixi  natlOMl  Saak  Balldla;. 
ATLiRTi:  Ml  P«at  OSta  BalMlag. 
mnr  OMJUNS:  IMO  mkcnda  Baak  BalMlat. 
UN  FSAHdSCOt  M7  CattoBhaaic. 
gUTTLK:  848  Hearr  BalMlaf. 


C'OOPEBATIVE  OFFICES. 
CliETELAKD :  CkaaAor  of  r4MBia«rrf . 
aNQNMTI :  Ckaaibf  r  of  Comianrr. 
CWCTSJIATI :  C,  Jl.  O.  k  T.  P.  Bj.  to. 
I<OS  AKGELE8:  flumhrr  of  Cnnairrrr. 
PHILABBLPHU :  (Itaatkfr  af  faaiiMTrf 
aUTTAK«0«i:  Koatfc  Aaiprlraa  iicrat. 
WB  Ky.  Co. 
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FOREIGN  TBAJE  OFFOBTUHmES. 

ReHcrved  addresxcR  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  iU  district  oBceii.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  ut»t«  opportnmltr  ■■aiber. 
The  Bareaa  does  not  fumUb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  t>e  taken  In  all  cases. 

Farm  Iractora,  No.  22263. — A  manufacturer  In  the  United  States  Informs  the 
Bureau  that  the  company's  ngcut  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  an  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  of  farm  tractors  in  that  country. 

Paper,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  222C4. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  China 
writes  that  a  company  recently  formed  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in 
the  import  and  export  business  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  paper,  glassware,  ell 
paints,  perfumes,  essential  oils,  whsliing  soda,  drugs,  chemicals,  and  phar- 
maceuticai  products  of  ali  Icinds. 

Tcxtileg,  scales,  etc..  No.  22265. — A  consular  representative  of  France  in  the 
Unitctl  States  writes  the  Bureau  that  be  is  in  receipt  of  inquiries  from 
Frencii  Arms  who  desire  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  siilc  and  cotton  cloth,  wool  grease  and 
automatic  scales,  and  with  Importers  and  exporters  of  chemical  products. 
Au  agent  for  the  sale  of  French  olive  oil  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  is  also 
de-sired. 

Xcw  hleachino  process.  No.  22266. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  opportunity 
No.  22187,  au  American  consular  ofBcer  in  Switzerland  transmits  sam- 
ples of  bleached  and  unbleached  linen  yam,  treated  by  the  newly  dis- 
covered process  in  question.  The  samples  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  79421.) 

California  wines.  No.  22267. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  West  Indies 
reports  that  a  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  toach  witii 
American  exporters  of  California  wines.    Reference. 

Borax,  etc..  No.  22268. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
reports  that  a  man  desires  to  communicate  with  firms  Interested  in  the 
purcliase  of  boras,  or  the  handling  or  development  of  large  copper  prop- 
erties In  South  America.  It  Is  stated  that  satisfactory  busines.s  references 
can  be  supplied. 

Textiles,  provisions,  etc..  No.  22269. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway 
reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  exporters 
of  textiles,  raw  materials  for  tlie  manufacture  of  margarine,  tinplntes. 
iron  goo<ls,  grocerie.s  flour,  and  specialties  in  otiier  lines.    Reference. 

Machinery,  No.  22270. — A  manufacturer  of  picture  frames  In  France  informs  au 
American  consular  officer  that  he  is  desirous  of  getting  in  touch  with 
manufacturers  of  all  itinds  of  machineiT  used  In  sucii  a  plant  with  a  view 
to  refitting  the  same.  Catalogues  of  the  manufacturer  showing  the  vari- 
ous kinds  of  picture  frames  made  may  be  inspectwi.  and  further  informa- 
tion descriptive  of  the  inncliinery  desired  may  be  ha<l  upon  application  to 
tlie  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  79373.) 

M'atches,  clocks,  etc.,  No.  22271. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Sontli  Africa 
writes  that  one  of  the  leading  jewelers  in  his  district  desires  to  receive 
catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  from  American  manufactnrers 
of  watches,  clocks,  and  general  jewelry  supplies.  Information  concerning 
high-grade  wall  clocks  suitable  for  residential  and  office  usage  is  par- 
ticularly desired. 

Neirspapers,  No.  22272. — A  buyer  of  American  unsold  newspapers  in  ba'.««  for 
packing  purposes  informs  an  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  East 
of  his  desire  to  Import  such  newspapers  direct  from  the  Ignited  States. 
He  will  establlsii  credit  In  a  New  York  bank,  if  necessary. 


Secretary  T.  I.  Kawashima,  of  the  Japanese  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  San  Francisco,  is  preparing  to  make  a  trip  to  Japan  for  a 
study  of  trade  conditions  and  the  possibilities  of  increased  business 
between  Japan  and  the  United  States.  He  will  spend  four  or  five 
montlis  on  the  trip,  sailing  probably  the  latter  part  of  September. 
He  desires  to  receive  siiguestions  from  American  Dusiness  men. 
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BEQUISITION  OF  HIDES  IN  MADAGASCAB. 

A  cablegi-am  received  from  the  American  consuIat«  at  Tamatave 
states  that  all  Madagascar  hides  judged  suitable  are  requisitioned 
for  military  purposes. 

OEFEBAL  UCEHSE  FOB  CEBTAIN  lUPOBTS  INTO  OBEAT  BBITAIN. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consulate  general,  London,  Aug.  29.] 

General  license  has  been  given  for  importation,  hitherto  restricted, 
of  brass  terminals  for  electric  fuse  boards,  goods  and  toys  mainly 
of  rubber,  rubber-covered  clothes,  wringer  rollere. 


EHBABaO  ON  TEA  IN  SENMABE. 

According  to  a  cablegram  received  by  the  Department  of  State 
from  the  American  consulate  general,  Copenhagen,  under  date  of 
August  '28,  an  embargo  has  been  placed  upon  the  exportation  of 
tea  from  Denmark. 

BTTSSIAN  FBOSTHESIS  EXPOSITION  TO  OPEN  SOON. 

The  Russian  Embassy  in  the  United  States  announces  that  the 
prosthesis  exposition  at  Petrograd  will  open  on  September  14,  1916, 
and  wiit  be  held  at  7  Rue  Tsatitsinskays.  The  plans  made  for  the 
exposition  provided  that  the  exhibits  might  be  put  in  plaee  and  the 
various  sections  arranged  on  or  after  August  15,  and  that  persons 
or  institutions  that  shall  not  have  occupied  by  September  the  sfiace 
allotted  to  them  will  be  considered  to  have  withdrawn  from  the  ex- 
position, and  their  space  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  other 
exhibitors. 

The  exposition  committee  has  asked  for  the  names  of  the  organizers 
of  the  several  sections  and  of  the  agents  of  the  exhibitors. 
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chueah  coal  smrAnov. 

[Commercial  AttacM  y.  h.  HavcM,  fl««tl«go^  July  20.] 

There  will  be  a  considerable  quantity  of  foreign  coal  imporieoL  in£Q 
Chile  during  the  next  six  months  as  the  local  mines  are  onable  to 
provide  the  quantity  required  under  their  working  metliods,  and  if 
they  could  provide  the  quantity  required  there  is  insufficient  roUiog 
stock  and  loading  facilities  to  handle  it  the  great  dis^^nce  from  the 
south  to  the  center  and  north.  In  addition  to  this,  two  of  the  biggest 
companies  are  having  labor  difficulties  and  are  closed  down  on 
account  of  a  strike.  This  is  the  second  strike  at  Curanilahue,  the 
first  having  been  settled  a  few  months  ago. 

Strict  adherence  to  the  old  specificatimis  is  highly  improbable  and 
foreign  coal  will  undoubtedly  be  sold  at  shipping  wei^ts  aboud 
ship,  and  much  of  it  will  likely  have  to  meet  only  requirements  of 
percentage  of  ash  and  calorific  value.  It  will  probably  be  demanded 
that  the  coal  possess  about  8,000  calories. 

Sailwayi  lack  Supplies — Coal  Depodts  in  I«ba. 

In  its  issue  of  July  14  the  Mercuric  (Santiago)  stated : 

The  railways  of  northern  Chile  are  suffering  tor  lack  of  coal.  Ships  are 
scarce,  and  the  local  coni  companies  do  not  comply  with  their  contracts.  Lately 
the  Arica-La  Paz  Railway  bought  12,000  tons  of  coal,  but  this  will  last  only 
eight  moDths.  However,  the  situation  will  probably  Improve  within  five  months, 
OS  we  expect  that  foreign  coal,  espednlly  Australian,  will  then  begin  to  arrive. 

Concerning  the  coal  deposits  of  Lebu,  La  Cronica  Mercantil  (Val- 
paraiso) says  in  a  recent  issue: 

The  Oovernment  has  made  a  study  of  ecml  in  tlu?  Department  of  Lebu  and  has 
calculated  that  there  are  between  2,000,000  and  3,000,000  tons  of  exploitable  coal 
tliere,  near  tlie  Nahuelbeta  Mountains  in  which  are  also  located  the  mines  of 
Curanilahue,  PUpalco,  and  Cuylnco. 

The  Government  has  given  official  approval  to  the  project  of  the 
C^ompania  Carbonifera  Victoria  de  Lebu  for  connecting  its  railway 
with  the  Sauces  line  at  Lebu. 


WEEKLT  COTTOH  EXPOBTS. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  August  26,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows : 


Districts. 

Bales. 

DisUicts. 

Bales. 

Oistriots. 

Biin. 

a«oi»i» 

Pblladclphla 

1.000 

Sea  Ftsncisoo .......... 

Washington... •••••••.. 

J,7M 

IfaaBaofatmttfi 

1,054 

South  Cuolina 

y'Thnil 

Vlrglnb 

Total 

SSwYai:::::::::::::: 

12.  m9 
13,040 

12  000 

2»,6U 

Am 

North  CBroliu 

N«w  Orleoia 

The  exports  of  73,411  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1, 1916,  approximately  334,987  bales.  Exports 
of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year  wMe, 
respectively,  32,049  bales  for  the  week  and  141,012  bales  in  the  cotiai 
yeai-. 
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COTTON-GKOWINa  EXFEBDfENTS  IN  MIDDLE  OKEECE. 

(Contial  General  Alexander  W.  Woddell.  Atbens,  Aue.  1.] 

The  Lake  Copais  Co.,  which  for  a  long  time  has  been  engaged  in 
exploiting  the  large  tract  of  land  formerly  occupied  by  Lake  Uopais 
[Topolias],  has  within  the  past  year  conducted  experiments  in  the 
growing  in  the  lake  bed  of  several  varieties  of  cotton — American 
from  seed  imported  direct  from  the  United  States,  naturalized 
American  from  seed  obtained  from  well-known  growers  of  certain 
American  varieties  in  Greece,  American-Cyprus  from  seed  imported 
from  Cyprus,  and  the  ordinary  native  variety. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  best  or  most  profitable  variety  of 
cotton  for  this  i>egion  is  one  that  will  come  to  maturity  within  a  com- 
paratively short  period,  that  can  be  sown  fairly  late  in  the  season 
(say  toward  the  end  oi  April),  and  that  can  be  picked  reasonably 
early  (say  toward  the  latter  part  of  October),  thus  avoiding  damage 
by  spring  and  autumn  frosts.  This  practically  debars  the  growing 
of  long-staple  cottons,  such  as  Egyptian,  which  usually  require  a 
longer  growing  period  than  the  short-staple  variety. 
Xesnlts  of  Ezperlme&ts. 

According  to  the  director  of  the  Lake  Copais  Co.,  who  furnished 
the  above  information,  the  experiments  were  made  with  10  varieties 
of  American  cotton  and  4  naturalized  or  Cypriote  kinds.  The  di- 
rector thus  sums  up  results: 

The  experiments  proved  Interestiug  but  iii  no  degree  conclusive.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  continue  the  observations  over  three  or  four  years,  and'  this  the 
company  proposes  to  do.  The  imported  Amerlctiu  varieties  were  beaten  on 
the  alluvial  soil  by  tiie  native  American,  but  this  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  sudden  change  of  condition,  and  better  results  may  be  looked  for  next 
season.  In  the  case  of  tlie  cotton  grown  on  the  central  ashbeds  of  Copais — n 
soil  consisting  of  partially-burned  peat  of  a  depth  of  10  to  20  Indies  overlying 
a  subsoil  of  lime  clay — the  results  were  rendered  inconclusive  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  not  possible,  because  of  the  contiguity  of  other  crops,  to  control 
the  water  supply.  Furthermore,  the  month  of  September  was  characterized 
by  heavy  rains,  wlilch  restricted  the  early  maturity  of  the  crop. 


KAEEETIHO  BOIIVIAK  WOOL  AND  HIDES. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  CUle,  July  20.] 

An  American  who  is  somewhat  familiar  Avith  the  cattle  and  sheep 
industry  recently  called  at  the  Antofagasta  consulate  after  a  trip 
through  the  southern  part  of  Bolivia  and  the  northern  part  of  the 
Argentine  Bepublic.  He  informed  me  that  most  of  the  sheep  raised 
in  the  southern  part  of  Bolivia  were  owned  by  Indians,  and  that  the 
wool  sheared  was  mainly  marketed  by  them  at  the  town  of  La 
Quiaca,  situated  on  the  border  between  Bolivia  and  Argentina  and  at 
present  the  terminus  of  the  railway  that  extends  southward  to  ports 
on  the  River  Plate.  It  was  his  opinion  that  this  would  be  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  place  for  American  firms  interested  in  wool  to 
(establish  a  buying  agency,  as  wool  could  be  obtained  in  large  quan- 
tities at  what  seemed  to  him  low  prices. 

He  also  stated  that  cattle  hides  from  the  southeastern  part  of 
Bolivia  were  largely  marketed  at  the  town  of  Embarcacion,  the  ter- 
minus of  another  branch  of  the  Argentine  railway  system. 
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WIDER  HABKET  FOB  A¥KRTn/tW  BAILWAT  SUPPLIBL 

Exports  of  railway  materials  and  equipment  fiom  the  United 
States  have  more  than  doubled  since  1914.  The  total  value  for  the 
last  fiscal  year,  according  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  was  $75,000,000. 

Until  very  recently  Canada  and  Cuba  have  been  the  foremost 
foreign  markets  for  our  freight  cars;  Cuba,  Canada,  and  Brazil  the 
largest  markets  for  exported  locomotives;  and  Canada,  Australia, 
Japan,  Brazil,  Argentina,  and  Cuba  the  leading  markets  for  our  steel 
rails.  At  present  we  are  sending  imusual  quantities  of  freight  cars 
and  other  supplies  to  Russia,  chiefly  via  her  Pacific  frontier,  and  im- 
portant consignments  are  going  also  to  France  and  Spain,  as  well 
as  to  our  established  markets  in  Cuba,  Canada,  and  Central  America. 
The  total  exports  of  freight  cars  for  June  were  valued  at  $1,613,000, 
of  which  $1,086,000  worth  went  to  Russia.  Steel  rails  to  the  value 
of  $1,730,000  were  sold  abroad  during  the  month,  the  exports  to 
France  alone  amoimting  to  $1,188,000.  Of  the  $721,000  worth  of 
steam  locomotives  sold  abroad,  $272,000  w^orth  went  to  Spain.    The 

3uantities  of  railway  material  exported  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
une,  1916,  as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  1914.  were: 


riasnsol  matariul. 


I. 


R»Uw«y<!ai3 'I1I.I7'<.000 

lUUs  tor  lailway.s 10. 25 J.  roo 

Looomotirts:  I 

sttun •   a.fiw.ooo 

EIntric I       437,000 

Eoxln*  puts i.KT.OrjO 

Swltel»  sad  othw  track  ! 
nuUrUs 2,534,000 


ms      1 

j 

OlsksMs  ot  mstvrial. 

1914 

1910 

120,660,000  ' 

Tms 

S2, 565,000 
348,000 
414,000 
U7.O0O 

$2.4SS,m 

17.687.000  1 

i,3M.m 

Cat  irheaU 

•4s,cas 

1«,M0 

IS.fiM.OOO  i 
4S5.00O 

7. 274.  COO  1 

5.202.000  1 

T«(«.;ra]>h  fnstrumants. . . 

34,9li.000 

7t.-m,m 

VISIT  OF  COMXEBCIAL  ATTACH^. 

Ml-.  Julean  Arnold,  American  c<Hnmercial  attache,  accredited  to 
the  legation  at  Peking,  China,  and  the  embassy  at  T<ikyo,  Japan, 
has  returned  to  this  country  on  a  visit  with  a  view  to  informing 
manufacturers  and  merchants  concerning  trade  conditions  in  the 
Orient,  especially  as  they  affect  opportumties  for  the  advancement 
of  American  interests  there.     Mr.  Arnold  will  spend  about  four 
months  traveling  about  the  country,  making  stops  at  the  principal 
industrial  centers,  and  will  be  glad  not  only  to  address  gatherings  of 
business  men  inter^ted  in  oriental  trade  and  to  confer  with  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  larger  manufacturing  and  exporting  houses,  out 
also  to  secure  as  much  information  as  possible  regarding  the  aims 
and  scope  of  those  firms  actively  interested  in  Far  Eastern  mark^ 
in  order  that  upon  his  return  to  Peking  he  may  be  better  equipped 
to  handle  the  problems  relating  to  the  development  of  Sino-Americaa 
trade  which  are  referreil  to  the  office  of  the  commercial  attache. 

Mr.  Arnold  has  with  him  a  ntmiber  of  lantern  slides  descriptive 
of  Chinese  life  and  industry,  and  is  prepared  to  exhibit  these  in  «»- 
nection  with  ilhistrated  talks  before  chambers  of  commerce  or  other 
hwliei^. 

iVn  itinerary  of  Mr.  Arnold's  tour  is  now  being  prepared,  and 
requests  for  conferences  or  addi-esses  sliould  be  promptly  made  of 
the  Bureau  <»f  Foivign  and  Domestic  Conunerce,  Washin^cm,  D.  C^ 
or  through  its  district  offices. 
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SOUTH  AFMCA'S  TEADE  IN  FOBEION  TOBACCO. 

[CoDsnl  General  Ocorge  H.  Mnrpby,  Cape  Town,  July  11.] 

Although  the  production  of  locally-grown  leaf  in  normal  times  is 
fairly  large,  yet  considerable  amounts  of  foreign  tobacco  are  im- 
ported into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  each  year.  A  comparison  of 
these  imports  may  be  made  from  the  table  below,  which  gives  the 
tobacco-import  statistics  for  the  years  1913,  1914,  and  1915 : 


Kinds  of  tobacro. 


UnmanafMtuied , 

Cigus 

CIganttcs , 

Gooraeand  hookah , 

Snnfl 

Manufactured  (not  otherwise  described) 


1913 

1914 

1915 

Pound: 

Pounit. 

Pounit. 

1,033,910 

924,240 

664,079 

111,815 

05,314 

79,669 

311,635 

236.201 

114,071 

2,369 

18,109 

1,843 

305 

581 

582 

55,020 

51,667 

52,309 

local  Manufacture  of  ClKarettes — American  Tolwcco. 

The  unmanufactured  tobacco  imported  into  the  Union  is  made  into 
cigarettes  and  cigarette  tobacco  by  a  few  important  and  numerous 
small  fii-ms.  Nearly  all  the  well-known  English  and  Egyptian 
brands  of  cigarettes  are  sold  in  South  Africa,  but  in  small  quantities. 

It  is  stated  by  the  manager  of  one  of  the  large  South  African 
tobacco  manufacturing  firms  that  despite  the  shortage  of  the  domestic 
crop  he  does  not  believe  there  have  been  additional  purchases  of 
tobacco  from  the  United  States.  Most  of  the  local  companies  have 
maintained  supplies  on  hand  in  anticipation  of  crop  failures,  such 
stocks  being  sufficient  to  tide  them  over  in  the  event  of  a  serious 
shortage.  The  high  import  duty,  moreover,  tends  to  discourage  the 
purchasing  of  large  supplies  in  other  countries. 

It  is  believed  that  the  large  South  African  tobacco  companies 
purchase  on  the  open  market  when  desiring  American  supplies. 
Such  firms  usually  have  their  American  agents  or  have  arranged 
with  concerns  in  the  United  States  to  act  as  their  representatives. 

[A  list  of  Cape  Town  tobacco  Importers  may  be  obtained,  upon  i-equest,  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79320.] 


A  7ABIABLE  SELF  AND  HUTTTAL  INSUCTOB. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  just  published  a  paper 
which  describes  a  new  form  of  instrument  for  varymg  that  property 
of  an  electrical  circuit  (self  inductance)  which  opposes  any  change  in 
the  strength  of  a  current,  just  as  the  inertia  of  a  heavy  train  of  cars 
opposes  any  change  in  its  speed.  It  consists  of  two  sets  of  coils  of 
insulated  wire  mounted  in  circular  hard-rubber  plates  between  which 
a  similar  plate  carrying  two  coils  is  arranged  to  turn,  thus  varying 
the  inductance.  Diagrams  and  data  are  given  from  which  instru- 
ments of  this  type  may  be  designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a 
given  use.  Comparison  is  made  between  the  new  mstrument  and 
older  ones. 

Copies  of  this  report,  Scientific  Paper  No.  290,  will  be  ready  for 
distribution  in  a  few  days  and  may  be  obtained  without  charge  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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RECOBD  OF  ALCOHOL  MOHOFOLT  IN  SWITZEBLAHD. 

(Consal  Ooorgr  Nicolas  tfft.  St.  GaU,  Aag.  3.] 

The  American  consulate  has  recently  received  several  communica- 
tions from  American  firms,  inquiring  as  to  the  possibility  of  export- 
ing alcohol  to  Switzerland.  The  only  reply  to  such  inquiries  has 
Ijeen  that  in  Switzerland  the  sale  of  alcohol  is  a  GoTemment  monop- 
oly and  that  inquirers  should  address  the  Schweizerische  Alkahol- 
verwaltung  in  Berne. 

The  rejwrt  of  the  Alcohol  Administration  for  1915  shows  that  the 
Swiss  consumption  of  pure  and  denatured  spirits  during  the  year 
amounted  to  2,732,654  gallons,  of  which  1,279,956  gallons  were  im- 
ported. During  the  year  there  were  sold  for  drinking  purposes 
1,056,442  gallons,  valued  at  $1,781,961,  and  for  technical  and  house- 
hold purposes  1.529,658  gallons,  valued  at  $833,188.  In  monopoly 
fees  on  fine  brandies,  etc..  $209,655  was  collected. 

0«neral  AdministratlTe  Account. 

~  The  general  administrative  account  shows  receipts  of  $2,838,123 
and  expenditures  of  $1,418,508— a  profit  of  $1,419,615.  This  profit 
has  been  distributed  as  follows:  Divided  among  the  cantons,  $1,271,- 
670;  deposited  in  the  reserve  fund^  $139,925;  amortization  of  losses 
on  account  of  absinthe,  $38;  carried  forward  to  the  next  accoimt 
$7,982. 

The  ^imated  amount  of  monopolized  q>irits  required  for  the 
present  year  is  2,800,000  gallons. 

The  profits  since  the  introduction  of  the  monopoly  are  stated  to 
be  $72,628,000. 

The  cost  of  administration  for  1915  was  $81,962,  a  decrease  of 
$7,575,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

(A  report  from  Berne  on  the  SwIrr  trade  in  alcohol  was  published  in  Oom- 
urmcr.  Rbports  for  Aug.  19.  1916.] 


COTTON  mPOBTS  AT  ICANCHESTEK. 

I  Consul  Ross  E.  Iloladajr,  Hanchester,  Ensland,  Aug.  7.] 

The  cotton  season  1915-16  commenced  on  August  1,  1915,  and 
ended  on  July  31,  1916.  The  importation  of  raw  cotton  into  the 
Port  of  Manchester  during  that  period  amounted  to  676,311  bales  of 
all  descriptions,  against  771,672  bales  in  the  previous  season.  The 
official  figures  for  1915-16,  compiled  by  the  Manchester  Cotton 
Association,  are:  American  cotton,  514,101  bales,  against  620,487 
bales  in  the  previous  season ;  Egyptian,  162,010  bales,  against  149,426 
bales;  other  growths,  200  bales,  against  1,759  bales. 

While  the  importation  of  American  cotton  into  Manchester  shows 
a  decrease  of  106,386  bales  when  compared  with  the  season 
1914-15,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  import  of  American  cotton 
into  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  during  the  season  just  ended  was 
1,330,000  bales  less  than  in  the  preceding  one.  It  is  estimated,  how- 
ever, that  19.2  per  cent  of  the  total  American  cotton  imports  into 
Great  Britain  during  the  season  1916-16  were  received  at  the  Port 
of  Manchester,  as  against  15.4  per  cent  during  1914-15  season. 
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FOREIGN  TARIFFS. 

BBXMTJDA. 

[Consul  Carl  It.  Loop,  Hamilton,  .Inly  24.} 
Import  Prohibition  on  Wool  Yarns,  Etc. 

According  to  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  governor  of  the  colony, 
dated  July  21,  1916,  the  importation  of  wool  yarns,  wool  noils,  wool 
tops,  and  wool  waste  is  prohibited  from  all  places  other  than  the 
United  Kingdom  and  British  possessions  and  protectorates,  except 
under  license  issued  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  subject  to  such' 
conditions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  such  license. 

CUBA. 

[Consul  Henry  M.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  Habana,  July  28.) 
Freparation  of  Shipping  Documents. 

In  view  of  the  experience  of  several  large  importing  firms  in 
Habana  recently  it  is  considered  advisable  again  to  call  the  attention 
of  exporters  in  the  United  States  to  the  importance  of  careful  and 
painstaking  preparation  of  invoices  and  snipping  documents  ac- 
companying export  shipments. 

In  two  instances  lately  an  American  fii-m  in  Habana  has  beeii 
required  by  the  customs  authorities,  to  pay  full  duty  at  the  general 
rate  (instead  of  the  reduced  rate  applicable  to  imports  from  the» 
United  States)  because  of  failure  to  attach  the  certificate  of  origin: 
of  the  merchandise  to  the  consular  invoice.  It  is  also  within  the 
knowledge  of  this  ofiice  that  two  other  firms  in  Cuba  are  now  ex- 
periencing difficulties  with  the  customs  authorities  on  account  of 
blunders  in  the  preparation  of  shipping  documents. 

These  mistakes  are  invariably  costly,  and  it  seems  poor  economy, 
on  the  part  of  our  exporters  to  employ  any  but  the  most  capable 
clerks  for  performing  this  work.  It  is  suggested  that  it  would  be 
well  to  establish  a  check  s}[stem  on  all  documents  covering  foreign 
shipments,  which  will  eliminate  to  the  greatest  degree  possible  the 
probability  of  error.  This  is  important  not  only  because  it  means  a 
saving  in  customs  duties  and  avoidande  of  fines  and  penalties,  but 
because  it  also  means  satisfied  customers  and  a  continuance  of  trade 
in  the  future. 

[Information  regarding  the  proper  preparation  of  consular  Invoices  and  certifi- 
cates of  origin  is  contained  in  Tariff  Series  Mo.  24  (Consular  Regulations  o£ 
Foreign  Countries,  Canada,  and  Latin  America),  copies  of  which  are  for  sale 
at  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  by, 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  10  cents.] 

FBANCE. 

[Consul  General  A.  M.  Tbackora,  Paris,  July  12.] 
Importation  of  Fountain  Fens. 

According  to  a  decision  recently  reached  by  the  Ministries  of  Com- 
merce and  Finance,  gold  pens  for  use  in  fountain  pens  have  been 
transferred  from  the  classification  of  "goldsmith's  wares"  to  that  of 
"  jewelry,"'  and  may  now  be  admitted  into  France. 

(The  importation  of  Koldsiiiltli'.s  wnres  l.s  prohibited  under  the  French  decree 
of  May  11,  1910  (see  CoMMEBrE  Uki'okt.s  for  J.'ny  23,  1916).) 

The  Frcncli  regulations  dx)  not  p?rniit  the  importation  or  sale 
in  France  of  gold  i)ens  (or  of  any  ether  gold  article)  of  less  than 
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18  karats.  Makei's  of  14-karat  pens  must,  therefore,  replace  the  lower 
grade  gold  pen  by  one  of  not  less  than  18  karats  before  shippmg  to 
this  country.  Furthermore,  on  arrival  in  France  the  gold  pens  mud 
be  removed  from  the  holders  and  stamped  at  the  French  mint.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  trouble  and  delay  thus  entailed  and  the  risk 
of  having  the  gold  pens  replaced  by  inexperienced  workmen,  the 
French  Mint  has  informed  this  consulate  general  that  it  sees  no 
objection  to  sending  the  pens  in  bond  to  the  mint  by  the  American 
manufacturers,  to  be  stamped  and  returned  to  the  factory  in  the 
United  States,  where  they  can  be  fitted  to  the  foimtain  pens  by  the 
makers.  For  information  as  to  the  necessary  formalities  required 
in  this  respect  application  should  be  made  to  any  French  consulate  in 
America.  Due  notification  of  the  fact  that  the  pens  have  already 
been  submitted  to  the  mint  should  be  made  on  invoices  of  ^ipmente 
to  this  country,  and  it  would  be  preferable  that  such  declaration 
be  made  before  and  attested  by  a  French  consular  officer  in  the 
United  States. 

Fountain  pens  of  foreign  manufacture  are  usually  sold  in  this 
country  through  a  local  agent,  who  holds  the  exclusive  sales  rights. 
This  consulate  general  would  be  pleased  to  receive  letters  nxMn 
American  manufacturers  of  fountain  pens  desirous  of  opening  agen- 
cies in  thb  country.  Such  communications  should  indicate  the  terms 
which  manufacturers  are  prepared  to  grant  to  their  representatives, 
discounts,  terms  of  delivery,  etc. 

Such  offers  will  be  published  in  the  trade  bulletin  of  this  office, 
which  is  issued  to  all  the  commercial  organizations  of  Paris,  includ- 
ing a  number  of  agents'  syndicates,  with  a  membership  of  many 
thousands,  distributed  all  over  France.  The  bulletin  ccmtaias  an 
offer  to  its  readers  to  explain  and  demonstrate  samples.  Prospective 
exporters  of  fountain  pens  or  of  other  articles  should,  if  possible, 
send  samples  and  catalogues. 

imiTED  KINODOlf. 
IBvanl  o(  Tradr  Jonrnal,  July  1S.1 
Imereas«d  Import  Outlet. 

The  increases  in  tariff  and  excise  duties  annmmced  in  Commmct 
Reih^rts  for  May  15,  1916,  ai-e  to  be  supplemented  by  the  new  duties 
on  ooco«,  sugar,  and  products  containing  sugar  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table,  wmch  includes  rates  in  effect  since  April  5,  as  well  as  duties 
on  cocoa  adopted  on  June  21.  The  former  duties,  given  for  pur- 
poses of  comparison,  are  those  established  in  January,  1916. 

IHuodradwelght,  112  pounds;  pound  stwUng,  t4.8at5.1 


.M-ticI*. 


lUWHUo; 

HolM ptr  hundndireight. 

L.i()Uivl do..,. 

UoliMws  nnd  invwt  siMsar,  all  otbvr  sugar  and  extracts  from  sogar  not  tested 
by  Dolartacop*  and  not  sp«eifl«d: 
rnulainliiic  70  per  rmtt  or  moreot  sw«wt«ning  mattar.par  bundnd«r««lit . . 
Conlalnlng  nn>t»  than  »  per  cent  and  less  tban  JO  per  cnl  ol  Sweden- 

liuimntirr per  hundndmieht 

(''ni\ii>hiliii;  ik^t  more  than  SO  per  cent  ol  sveeKninc  matter.    .      do 
Nole,-  .Mal«.v.(«v  lor  dlstillini:  or  for  slock  leed  is  exempt. 
Mrchariii  And  Mwi^jr  ^utwtance!: ptcoimc* 


Rateofdatf. 


New. 


£     t.   4. 

0      ^    "' 
0 


0      |»| 


0      8    M4 

0      «      tt 
0      3      if 


OM. 


«    S    U 

•  4    a 


Q  t  a 

0  t  i 

9  i  I 

0  3  0 
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Articto. 


Bate  o(  duty. 
New. 


Old. 


Spirits  and  strong  vat«ra: 

Ennmerated  spirits  (brandy,  rum,  Imitation  nun,  and  Geneva)— 
Additional  for  sugar  used  in  sweetening  any  of  the  above  tested  for 
strength,  if  sweetened  so  tbat  tlie  spult  ceases  to  be  an  enumer- 
ated spirit- 
In  caste proof  gallon.. 

In  twttlas do 

Unennmeiatedspirits,sweetened,  including  liquors,  cordials,  mixtures, 
and  other  preparations  wmtalning  spirits,  if  tested— 
If  waieluHisad  3  years  or  more— 

In  caste proof  gallon. 

In  hot  ties do... 

If  waiduHised  3  and  less  than  3  years— 

Inoaste do... 

In  bottles do... 

If  not  warehoused,  or  watelioased  less  than  2  years— 

In  caste do... 

In  bottles do... 

Bai/a: 

Of  polarisation  from  76  to  98  degrees perhundradweigbt../[^'''-- 

Of  polarization  exceeding  96  degrees per  htmdredwelgtit. ! .' 

Rutt,  canned  or  bottled,  other  than  fruit  liable  to  duqr  as  such,  preserved 
in  thin  syrup: 
If  not  containing  more  ttian  12  per  cent  of  added  sugar,  per  hundred- 
weight  

Other per  hundredweight.. 

Fruit,  canned  or  bottled,  other  than  fruit  liable  to  duty  as  such,  tai  thick 

syrup per  himdredweight.. 

Traits.  crystalllMd,  glaci  and  Uets,  except  fruit  liable  to  duty  as  such,  per 

hiinaiMw«ldi( 

fnUa,  imltatMn,  orystalllsed  or  not: 

With  SU0W  constituents  not  exceeding  80  per  cent. per  hundredweight . . 

Other. fT. r? doT... 

Fruit,  liable  to  duty  as  such,  except  currants,  preserved  in  sugar  or  syrup, 

wliether  mixed  with  other  fruit  or  not pn- hundredweight.. 

nnJt  pulp,  excepting  fruit  pulp  liable  to  duty  as  suoh: 

In  thin  syrup per  hundredwel^t . . 

In  tfaiok  syrup,  as  jam do 

Note.— New  regulations  are  made  for  the  collection  of  duly  on  apricots  in 
'    various  farms.    The  remainder  of  the  note  regarding  fruits  in  certain 
forms,  as  published  in  the  tariff,  is  iinfti^mjrt 
llannelade,  Jams,  and  fruit  jellies,  if  not  made  from  fruit  liable  to  duty  as 

soch per  hundredweight . . 

IfOk, oondensed, sweetened,  whole do.... 

Milk,  oondeossd.sweetened.sepaisted  or  skimmed do — 

Hllk,  condensed,  slightly  sweetened,  whether  whole,  separated,  or  skimmed , 
U  not  oentaining  more  ttian  18  per  cent  of  added  sugar,  per  hundredweight . . 
lUikjpowder: 

Wltliout added  sugar per  hundredweight.. 

With  not  mote  than  36  per  cent  of  added  sugar do 

All  other,  including  milk  not  sampled  and  tested do 

Mestle's  milk  IMd do 

Cocoa: 

Per  hundred  weight , , 

Per  pound 

Husks  and  shells per  hundredweight.. 

Butter per  pound.. 


0     0     9 
0    12    10} 
0   14     0 


0     1    101 
0     3     U 

0     83 

0  14      0 


£  t. 
0  0 
0     0 


0  m 

0    1« 


0    16 
0    17 


0    17 
0    18 


0    It 
0    14 


0    14     0 


0     3 
0    10 


It 


a   10     u 


0      5 
0     6 


0  s 
0  11 
0      4 


Free. 


2     0 


«      6     0 
0     0      4i 


£  t.  t, 
0  0  6 
0     0     5 


0  15 

0  16 

0  U 

0  17 

0  17 

0  18 

0  4 

«  8 

0  9 


0    10     • 


6     9 

3  10 

4  3 


0      1      8 


Fte*. 
3     5 

7     8 
3     0 


0  0  U 
0  3  0 
0     0      It 


Blacking,  solid  and  liquid  caramel,  certain  food  products  contain- 
ing sugar,  such  as  soy,  chutney,  etc.,  and  confectionery,  viz,  mar- 
zipan, candied  or  drained  peel,  drained  cherries,  preserved  ginger, 
licorice,  candied  flowers,  sugared  almonds,  sugared  cocoanut,  fig  con- 
fectionery, and  that  made  from  soft  gums  or  from  sugar,  are  sub- 
ject to  increases  of  duty.  In  the  case  of  certain  articles  dutiable 
According  to  percentage  of  sugar  content,  a  declaration  by  the  im- 
porter is  re<^uired  and  sampling  and  testing  will  be  resorted  to  in 
order  to  verify  the  statement.  Milk  powder  without  added  sugar 
will  be  admitted  under  deposit  of  duty  pending  analysis;  if  the  test 
is  satisfactory,  free  admission  will  be  granted.  The  customs  duty 
on  imported  matches  remains  3  shillings  C  pence  per  10,000  matches, 
but  if  a  box  of  matclies  contains  over  HO  matclies.  duty  on  the  excess 
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is  charged  at  the  rate  of  1  shilling  9  pence  per  10,000  matches.  From 
May  1  table  waters,  cider,  and  pervy  have  been  subject  on  importa- 
tion to  duties  equal  to  the  excise  duties  imposed  April  6  on  those 
articles. 

ITlie  complete  table  of  duties  ou  sugar,  spirits,  sugared  goods,  table  waters, 
etc.,  Is  on  file  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  inquiries 
ill  regard  to  specific  articles  will  be  answered.] 


NEW  BUBOET  IN  UBlTOirAT. 

The  Uruguayan  Congress  has  adopted  a  budget  law  for  the  fiscal 
year  1916-17,  placing  the  total  expenditures  at  29,521,660  pesos 
(peso=$1.034)  and  the  total  estimated  revenues  at  29,451,428  pesos, 
these  figures  being  somewhat  larger  than  those  recently  recommended 
by  the  administration  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  June  26,  1916]. 
The  new  law  as  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  July  12  gives  the 
requirements  of  the  various  departments  of  the  Government  as 
follows : 


AllotmenU. 

Pesos. 

Allotments. 

Pesos. 

Legislative 

713,382 

89,244 

3,299,417 

511,535 
2,142,394 
3,323,410 

874,852 

PnbUc  works 

I,334,m 
S.  187,851 

Executive ...•......•.••• 

War  and  marine •...,..... 

Interior 

Judicial 

38(,M0 

Public  debts 

8.S«,M» 
815,779 

TrftasTiTT        

Genera]  expenses  .....•....•••••••... 

Public  mstructioii. 

Liabilities  r 

2,381,227 

Total 

2>,S21,«0 

The  chief  sources  of  revenue  are  customs  duties  estimated  at 
12,250,000  pesos,  property  taxes  at  4,160,000,  licenses  at  1,600,000, 
and  tobacco  taxes  at  1,200,000.  Other  taxes  and  imposts  bring  the 
revenues  to  within  70,000  pesos  of  the  expenditures.  Should  the 
appropriation  for  general  expenses  be  insufficient,  the  Executive  is 
authorized  to  request  Congress  for  additional  funds.  The  Executive 
is  also  given  authority  to  discount  drafts  against  the  national  treas- 
ury up  to  1,000,000  pesos,  at  6  per  cent,  payable  within  a  year. 


BECOSD  FOS  TEAB  AT  SHEFFIELB  ELECTSICAL  PLAHT. 

The  industrial  activity  of  Sheffield,  England,  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  25,  1916,  is  reflected  in  the  report  covering  the 
operation  of  the  mimicipal  electricity  undertaking  for  the  year, 
which  has  been  summarized  by  American  Consul  John  M.  Savage. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demand  for  power  purposes,  $822,957  was 
spent  during  the  year  in  extensions  and  improvements,  bringing  the 
capital  expenditure  up  to  $7,364,849.  The  number  of  units  sola  was 
greater  by  32,994,685  or  73.5  j>er  cent  than  during  the  preceding 
year.  The  revenue  increased  from  $898,638  to  $1,360,843,  or  50  per 
cent.  As  the  increased  output  represents  sales  for  power  and  traction 
purposes  at  low  rates,  the  growth  in  revenue  was  not  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  the  growth  in  number  of  units  sold.  The  gross  profit  was 
$649,285,  interest  and  sinking  fund  charges,  $487,200;  net  profit, 
$162,035.  Tliis  net  profit  was  transferred  to  the  renewals  and  special 
cxpendittire  fund  except  $2,433.  which  was  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  fund  for  renewals  of  motors. 
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OPPOSTTmiTIES  FOB  AMEBICAN  GOODS  IH  HAITI. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

There  are  two  American  houses  in  Port  au  Prince ;  one  is  a  tobacco 
factory  manufacturing  cigars,  cigarettes,  and  smoking  and  chewing 
tobacco,  the  other  is  a  store  carrying  hardware  and  acting  as  agent 
for  sundry  commodities.  There  is  a  field  here  for  an  American  store 
of  good  proportions,  handling  American  wares  and  doing  a  whole- 
sale and  retail  business.  The  sales  of  many  lines  of  goods  made  in 
the  United  States  could  be  largely  increased  if  there  were  some  one 
to  push  them. 

For  instance,  it  is  impossible  to  buy  American  shoes  in  Haiti. 
Most  of  the  men's  shoes  are  made  by  local  Italian  shoemakers  from 
native  leather,  which  is  badly  tanned.  They  sell  for  $2  to  $3  gold 
and  are  very  crude.  If  cheap  American  shoes  (some  of  patent 
leather)  could  be  placed  on  the  market  they  would  undoubtedly  be 
given  the  preference.  It  is  the  ambition  of  every  Haitian  to  have  a 
pail-  of  shoes  for  Sundays  and  funerals  at  least,  as  their  possession 
raises  him  considerably  in  the  social  scale.  If  caught  out  with  shoes  on 
during  a  rain,  the  owner  usually  takes  them  off,  puts  them  carefully 
under  his  jacket,  and  finishes  the  journey  barefooted.  The  women^ 
shoes  in  the  main  come  from  France,  wnich  has  an  advantage  over 
the  United  States  in  the  way  of  lower  tariff  rates. 
Beady-Xade  GlothiAg — Shirts,  Collars,  and  Hats. 

There  is  an  opportunity  for  a  line  of  cheap  ready-made  clothing. 
It  is  not  possible  to  buy  a  cheap  ready-made  American  suit  in  Port 
au  Prince — or,  in  fact,  any  sort  of  ready-made  suit.  If  American 
clothes,  with  Uieir  style  and  general  "  dressiness,"  wei-e  put  on  the 
market  they  would  have  a  great  vogue.  They  should  not  sell  for 
more  than  $20  at  the  very  outside,  and  a  $15  to  $17  article  would  be 
mofit  popular. 

It  would  be  well  to  remember,  in  attempting  to  sell  cloth  for  ap- 
parel in  Haiti,  and  especially  olack  cloth,  which  is  very  popular, 
that  the  natives  have  a  few  ideas  of  their  own  on  the  subject.  It  is 
the  ambition  of  almost  every  Haitian  to  possess  a  black  suit  for 
special  occasions.  If  he  is  a  private  citizen  without  hope  of  political 
preference  or  place,  he  is  content  with  a  coat  cut  in  sack  effect.  If 
he  pretends  to  fashion,  he  likely  wears  a  long  cutaway.  If  he  hap- 
pens to  be  a  general,  or  a  member  of  congress,  or  an  ex-member,  or 
a  minister,  or  ex-minister  he  affects  the  extreme  frock  or  Prince 
Albert: 

The  Haitians  are  unanimous  on  one  thing — the  cloth  must  be  fairly 
heavy.  Broadcloth  is  the  ideal,  but  not  all  of  them  are  financially 
able  to  achieve  it.  The  prevailing  notion  is  that  unless  the  cloth  is 
heavy  it  is  not  durable,  and  the  owner  will  not  get  his  worth  in  wear. 
A  tailor  of  Port  au  Prince  had  the  idea  that  a  lightweight  black 
serge  would  be  appreciated  by  those  who  were  sweltering  in  heavy 
goods  for  fashion  or  dignity's  sake.  He  invested  rather  exten- 
sively— for  him — in  the  lightweight  goods,  and  congratulated  liim- 
self  for  his  astuteness  in  providing  a  novelty  in  the  way  of  comfort. 
It  was  two  years  ago  when  he  laid  in  his  stock.  Most  of  those  goods 
are  on  his  shelves  yet. 

It  is  not  passible  to  buy  American  shirts  of  good  quality  or  collars 
and  cuffs  here.  A  gentleman  recently  went  into  half  a  dozen  stores 
looking  for  soft  collars.    He  was  finally  comjielled  to  buy  an  Italian 
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soft  foUiir,  and  paid  30  cents  gold  for  it — ^nor  could  he  find  the  ordi- 
iiarv  American  collars  on  the  shelves.  Most  of  the  hats  of  straw  are 
Italian  and  French  make,  as  well  as  the  felt  hats  and  pith  helmets, 
wliicli  seem  to  be  rather  popular. 

Dairy  Prodoets,  FlavoitBtr  Extracts,  Wlnet,  Etc. 

American  "confitures,"  or  preserves,  and  fancy  canned  goods  are 

Sractically  unknown  in  Port  au  Prince  and  other  Haitian  markets, 
early  all  the  goods  are  French. 

Cheese  is  considered  a  great  delicacy,  and  it  is  scarce  and  high.  It 
lias  been  known  to  sell  at  $1  a  poimd,  and  for  many  weeks  the  dealers 
have  been  out  of  it.    Tlie  cheese  must,  of  course,  be  tinned. 

Butter  is  another  item  which  can  be  pushed.  The  bulk  of  that  now 
on  the  market  is  Danish ;  in  fact,  there  is  no  American  table  butter 
to  be  had.  Tlie  Danish  butter  sells  at  60  cents  a  short  pound,  in  tins. 
It  is  not  of  good  quality,  and  soon  becomes  rancid.  There  is  an 
American  "cooking  butter"  which  comes  in  5-ponnd  tins  and  sells 
for  $1.25  to  $1.50  per  tin,  the  price  depending  upon  its  scarcity. 
Some  oleomargarine  from  the  States  is  also  imported,  but  a  first- 
class  line  of  dairy  products  would  make  a  place  for  itself  if  pushed 
by  interested  people. 

There  is  also  a  fine  opportunity  for  a  full  line  of  good  American 
flavoring  extracts  and  spices.  Uood  vanilla  is  hard  to  obtain.  In 
Port  au  Prince,  when  one  desires  vanilla  he  either  searches  for  some 
one  who  has  some  vanilla  beans,  purchases  one,  and  makes  his  own 
extract,  or  else  buys  an  inferior  decoction  at  the  drug  store.  A  10- 
cent  bottle  of  vanilla  as  sold  in  the  States  sells  for  25  cents  in  Port 
au  Prince,  and  the  same  is  true  of  other  extracts.  A  little  tin  of 
black  pepper  such  as  brings  10  cents  at  retail  in  the  States  is  25 
cents  in  Haiti. 

A  little  California  sherry  and  perhaps  some  other  brands  are  sold, 
but  the  wines  of  the  United  States  could  be  made  much  more  popular 
with  the  proper  amount  of  effort.  To  meet  competition  they  must 
be  low-pnced,  as  the  cheapest  classes  of  French  wines  are  imported, 
and  these  latter  have,  in  addition,  the  benefit  of  a  tariff  reduction. 

ITnited  States  cocoa,  and  milk  chocolate  in  bars,  and  some  Ameri- 
can candy  packed  in  tin  boxes  of  half  a  pound  can  be  made  to  pay- 
well. 

Office  Supplies,  Cheap  Jewelry,  and  Toilet  Articles. 

There  are  practically  no  American  pens,  ink,  paper,  or  stationery 
to  be  had  on  the  market.  Such  wares  all  come  from  France.  The 
present  would  seem  a  good  opportunity  for  introducing  these  and 
other  office  supplies,  which  are  all  very  high  indeed. 

Cheap  pinchbeck  jewelry  would  have  a  large  sale.  Pieces  ranging 
from  5  cents  even  as  high  as  a  dollar  would  oe  taken  readily.  Ger- 
many has  supplied  much  of  this  in  the  past,  and  there  is  always  a 
steady  demand  for  it. 

A  complete  line  of  inexpensive  toilet  soap,  powder,  perfumes, 
toothpaste,  toilet  water,  manicure  sets,  and  the  like  could  be  made 
to  pay  well. 

In  short,  there  are  numerous  opportunities  for  a  house  to  estab- 
lish itself  and,  by  handling  a  full  line  of  American  goods,  build  np 
a  very  good  business  indeed.  Otlier  products  for  which  there  is  a 
place  can  readily  be  noted  after  a  survev  of  the  field. 
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AUSIBIAN  POTAIIO  C&OF  ABOVE  NOSMAL. 

[Consal  Wallace  3.  Toung,  Corlsbnd,  Bohemia,  Aug.  1.] 

It  is  expected  that  the  Austrian  potato  crop  this  yeai-  will  be 
greatly  in  excess  of  that  of  last  season.  An  average  potato  crop  for 
Anstna  is,  in  round  numbers,  128,500,000  zentners  of  220-46  pounds 
each,  for  Hungary  50,000,000  zentners,  and  for  Croatia  and  Slavonia 
5,000,000  zentners,  a  total  for  the  entire  Monarchy  of  nearly 
185,000j000  zentners,  or  20,393,000  short  tons.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
crop  this  year  in  Austria  will  reach  150,000,000  zentners  and  in  Hun- 
gary, Croatia,  and  Slavonia  70,000,000  to  75,000,000  zentners,  or  for 
Sie  entire  Monarchy  220,000,000  to  225,000,000  zentners  (24,251,000  to 
24,802,000  short  tons),  an  increase  of  19  to  21  per  cent  above  a  normal 
yield.  Of  this  yield  it  is  estimated  that  5,000,000  zentners  must  be 
kept  for  seed  and  that  the  growers  will  consimie  about  20  per  cent  of 
the  crop,  so  that  there  will  remain  approximately  160,000,000  zentners 
(17,637,000  short  tons)  for  general  consumption. 

In  the  article  from  the  Prager  Tagblatt,  from  which  the  foregoing 
data  are  taken,  note  is  also  made  that  these  figures  do  not  compre- 
hend the  crops  in  that  part  of  Russian  Poland  now  occupied  by  Aus- 
trian forces,  and  which  are  expected  to  be  large. 


eOYXBinCEBT  PXnillCATIONS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  or  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  August  26: 

Diplomatic  Corretpondence  with  Belligerent  Ooveniments  Relatinff  to  Neutral 
Right*  and  Duties  (Department  of  State,  August  12,  1916). — This  is  part  S  of 
the  series  commonly  called  the  "  White  Book."  Contains  text  of  papers  relating 
to  British  restraints  on  commerce,  British  contraband  lists,  lnterfta«nce  by 
belUgerents  with  malls,  correspondence  regarding  submarine  interference  with 
commercial  vessels,  tlie  oases  of  the  steamships  Joseph  W.  Fordney,  AniMc, 
Leeltmaw,  Sussex,  William,  1'.  Frye,  and  Appam,  and  other  matters  relating  to 
the  European  war.    Price,  $1. 

Properties  of  Some  European  Plastic  Fire  Clays  (Standards  Technologic 
Papers  79). — Scientific  analysis  of  the  pliysical  qualities  of  European  plastic 
fire  clays,  with  tentative  specifications  by  the  authors  for  the  substitution  of 
foreign  clays  by  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  American  clays.    Price,  10  cents. 


BEGULATION  FOB  FOBEIQN  COMPANIES  IN  CHILE. 

The  Government  of  Chile  has  issued  a  regulation  requiring  decla- 
rations from  foreign  companies  in  accordance  with  a  law  of  April  13, 
1916,  providing  for  new  taxes  [see  Commehce  Reports  for  May  1, 
1916].  This  regulation,  which  is  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  or 
July  10,  specifies  that  representatives,  agents,  or  managei-s  of  foreign 
companies  doing  business  in  Chile  must  make  a  declaration  in  writing 
of  the  nature  of  the  company  represented,  its  headquartei-s,  person- 
nd,  capital,  and  dividends,  snowing  balance  sheets.  The  declaration 
ravsA  be  in  Spanish  and  must  be  presented  in  duplicate.  Agents  who 
fail  to  make  declarations  in  accordance  with  this  regulation  will  be 
held  personally  responsible  for  the  payment  of  taxes  on  the  posses- 
sions of  the  companies  they  represent. 
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AH££ICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICimS  ON  LEAYE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  g[lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consuls  time  is  available  primarily  for  pereonal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  foi*  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Hale,  F.  D  

Haddersfleld,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Kingston,  Jamaica. .  ■  ■ 

Sept.   5 
Sept.    1 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.  U 
Oct.  Jl 
Sept.  15 

Iiunenfonrg,  Vt. 

Uastenoo,  William  W 

MonAffhfln  J  C 

CartoUtoa,  Kj. 

Avenue  A  and  Fourteenth  Street,  Ba> 

yonne,  N.  J. 
Galena,  III. 

Kemper,  Graham  H 

Erhirt,  aermanv 

Nia^ra  Falls,  Canada. 
PortAntonlo.Jamaics. 

Karachi,  India 

Cx>k>mbo,  Ceylon 

UaTie,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada.... 

Denartinmt  of  Stale,  Washington,  D.  C. 
27 SouOHawk  Street,  AibanyVK.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/0  University  aub,  Kansas  Qty,  Mo. 
Eaex,  lows. 

Laing,  James  Oliver 

Leonard,  Walter  A 

Mansfleld,  Robert  E 

Rushvflie,  Ind. 

STEAHSHIF  SEBVICE  BETWEEN  JAIAS  AND  BBAZH. 

(Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Bio  dc  Janeiro,  BrasU,  July  28.] 

A  Japanese  commission,  representing  a  group  of  Japanese  capi- 
talists, manufacturersj  and  merchants,  is  at  present  in  Brazil  makmg 
a  study  of  the  economic  and  commercial  conditions  in  Kio  de  Janeiro, 
Sao  Paulo,  Paraniij  Santa  Catharina,  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  with 
a  view  to  the  possibility  of  establishing  steamship  service  between 
Japan  and  Brazil  via  Singapore,  Ceylon,  Madagascar,  and  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

[The  plans  of  the  To.vo  Kison  Kaisha  and  of  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisba 
looking  toword  the  establishment  of  a  steamer  service  between  Japan  and  the 
east  const  of  South  America  were  noted  In  Commii:bce  Uepobts  for  July  7, 1916.) 

NEW  COMFANT  TO  KAEE  BENNET  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

(Consul  Uoncral  Alfred  A.  Winglow,  Auckland,  July  18.] 

As  a  result  of  the  continued  shortage  of  rennet  in  New  Zealand, 
a  company  has  been  organized  for  the  manufacture  of  this  product, 
with  capital  stock  of  £20,000  ($97,330),  which  it  is  proposed  to  place 
with  the  cheese  manufacturers  on  a  basis  of  1  share  valued  at  £1 
($4.87)  to  every  2  tons  of  cheese  produced. 

Rennet  enters  free  of  duty  from  all  countries,  with  the  exception 
of  the  special  war  tax  of  1  per  cent  collected  on  all  imports. 

IThe  scarcity  of  rennet  in  New  Zealand  was  previously  noted  in  Comuhice 
Ueports  for  Mar.  1,  1016.] 

Trade  and  Other  Publications  for  the  Netherlands. 

Commercial  Attache  Erwin  "W.  Thompson,  at  The  Hague,  reports 
that  the  Bureau  Voor  Hnndelsinlichtingen  of  Amsterdam,  Nether- 
lands, a  private  conuuercial  intelligence  office  subsidized  by  tiie 
•Dutch  Government,  would  be  pleased  to  receive  i-eports  from  Ameri- 
can chambers  of  commerce,  catalogues  and  samples  of  American 
business  houses,  and  trade  publications. 
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mOFOSALS  FOE  OOVEBNlEEirE  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTBITOTION. 

[CorrespoiUlMlce  shonld  be  direct  wltb  the  offices  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  nsually 
IM  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  tbc  work  Is  to  bo  per- 
fomied.  In  cases  where  the  time  Umlt  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  the; 
Bhoold  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  snch  offices  to  receive  notices  colling  for 
fntare  supplies  or  work  ot  a  similar  nature.] 

S/Heplione  auppliet,  No.  3532. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oflicc 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Oflacer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  1,  1916,  for  furnishing  deslc  and  wall  teiepliones  and  parts. 
Specifications  and  full  details  may  l>e  obtained  on  application  to  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer. 

T.atMma  Canal  supplies.  No.  3533. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  tintll  September  6,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
Charges,  on  docli  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port)  Isthmus  of  Panama,  sheet  steel  or  iron,  strap 
hinges,  cotters,  cap  screws,  chain  blocks,  snatch  blocks,  garbage  cans, 
water  coolers,  steel  office  furniture  (Including  bookcases,  filing  cabinets, 
desks,  and  wardrol)es),  electric  motors,  copper  cable,  chain  bolts,  cabin- 
door  hooks,  copper  tacks,  brass  screws,  wire  staples,  rat  traps,  metallic 
tapes,  oil  cans,  oilers,  whetstones,  asbestos  magnesia  cement,  tent  flies, 
doormats,  coffee  cups  and  pots,  baker's  deeps,  roasting  pans,  alumtnam  pots, 
egg  whips,  bottles,  hygienic  drinking  cups,  paper  towels,  bond  paper,  scratch 
pads,  bristoi  board,  tag  board,  manija  and  linen  tags,  lumber  crayons,  and 
white-oak  luml)er.     (Circular  No.  1073). 

Portland  cement.  No.  8534. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  ITnlted  States 
Engineer  Office,  customhouse,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  until  S^ember  7,  1916,  for 
furnishing  about  50,000  sacks  of  Portland  cement.  Farther  Information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  Engineer  Office. 

Bars  and  rods,  No.  3535. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  September 
7,  1916,  for  furnishing  7-foot  dicing  bars  and  ground  rods.  Further  in- 
formation may  be  obtained  from  the  Washington  office. 

Liffhting  fixtures,  No.  8536.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Washington,  D.  0.,  until  September  13,  1916,  for 
■  furnishing  and  installing  lighting  fixtures  In  the  United  States  post  offices 
at  Ashland,  Ky.;  Batavia,  N.  Y.;  Elyrla.  Ohio;  Logan,  Ohio;  Merril,  Wis.; 
Middleton,  Ohio;  Muskegon,  Midi.:  Navasota,  Tex.;  New  Braunf^Is, 
Tex. ;  Sidney,  Ohio ;  Tulsa,  Okla.,  and  at  Washington,  Iowa,  In  accordance 
with  drawings  dnd  specifications,  copies  of  whicli  may  be  had  at  the  Wash- 
ington Office,  Treasury  Department. 

Uoffttet  wire  and  cords,  No.  8537. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  9,  1916,  for  furnishing  magnet  wire  and  telephone  cords.  Specl- 
flcatlons and  full  details  may  be  obtained  on  application  at  the  al>ove 
named  office. 

Iron  shackles.  No.  3538. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  Tompkinsvllle.  N.  Y.,  until  September  11.  1916,  for  furnishing 
4,750  wrought  iron  sliackles.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  on  ap- 
plication at  the  above  nalued  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  8589. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  general  purciiasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  September  18,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  galvanized  steel  sheets, 
wire  rope,  sanitary  fixtures,  range  boilers,  cocks,  drain  boards,  brass 
chains,  gaskets,  pipe  fittings,  valves,  porous  draintlle,  electric  wire,  bell 
transformers,  reflectors,  shade  holders,  electrical  attachments,  electric 
switches,  push  buttons,  fuses,  circular  loom,  pliers,  drills,  rubber  tape, 
soldering  paste,  and  asbestos  wood.     (Circular  1076.) 

Remodeling  of  post  office,  No.  3540. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
SapervisiDg  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  3,  1910,  for  the  extension,  remodeling,  etc.,  of  the  post  office 
and  courthouse  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.  Drawings  nnd  ."Jpeciflcatlons  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Custodian  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  or.  at  the  above 
named  office. 
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FOXEION  TBABE  0FP0BTinnTI£9. 

neserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  Uk  Bnreaa  and  its  dlstefct 

(or  each  opportnnltr  gtaonld  l>e  on  a  separate  Bbeet  and  state  •pMrtwaltT  w 

The  Bareav  dees  not  (amisb  credit  ratings  or  assume  reaponsibiBtr  as  to  the  mt^mJ^nf 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usnal  prccaatlons  sliouid  tie  taken  in  all  i 


Machine  siecct,  Xo.  22273. — A  paper  mill  In  Switzerland  has  rcqnested.an 
American  consular  offlcer  to  secure  offers  for  phosphor  bronze  machine 
sieves  used  in  the  paper  industry.  Size,  width  2  meters,  length  16  meters, 
besides  other  sizes  generally  used.  Correspondence  In  Frendi  or  German. 
Reference. 

Cacao,  No.  22274. — A  shipper  of  cacao  in  West  Africa  writes  the  Bureau  that 
he  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  cocoa  products 
and  others  Interested  In  the  purchase  of  cacao  l>eans. 

Leather  and  tanninff  product*,  Xo.  22275. — An  American  consular  offlcer  to 
Spain  reports  that  a  commission  merchant  In  his  district  Is  desirous  of  en- 
tering into  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  In  the  United  States 
of  leather  and  products  relating  to  the  tanning  industry,  with  a  view  to 
their  sale  In  that  country  on  a  commission  basis.  Correspondence  in 
English.    References. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  22276. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  France  writes  that  an  engineer  in  that  country  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  and  supplies  for  coal 
mines  and  textile  mills. 

Al/rieultiiral  implement*,  etc.,  Na  22277. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Brazil  reiwrts  that  a  Bmzlliau  commission  agent.  Interested  In  representing 
American  manufacturers,  especially  those  handling  marine  engines  and 
agricultural  implements,  has  gone  to  Portugal,  where  he  will  open  an  office 
to  take  care  of  any  American  business  he  may  secure.  Correspondence  lo 
English. 

Hosiery,  undenccar,  etc..  No.  22278. — A  firm  of  manufacturers'  agents  In  Aus- 
tralia informs  an  American  consular  offlcer  that  It  desires  to  i-epreseot 
.\nierlcan  manufacturers  of  hosiery,  uudenwar,  etc. 

Trade  journal.  No.  22279.— The  Bureau  Is  informed  that  a  firm  of  exportws 
and  importers  in  Argentina  wishes  to  suhscrlbe  to  an  American  periodical, 
dally  or  weekly,  publishing  market  reports  of  general  merchandise,  with 
prices,  stock  reports,  shipping  notices,  etc.    Sample  c<^ies  desired. 

Glastware,  stutioncru,  etc..  No.  22280. — An  American  consular  officer  in  East 
Africa  reports  that  a  wholesale  and  retail  merchant  in  his  district  is  lo 
the  market  for  shoes,  cutlery,  hoslerj-,  glas:,\vare,  stationery,  etc. 

Soda,  No.  22281. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Norway  reports  that  a 
factory  In  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  calcined  soda.  The  quantity 
desired  Is  23  sacks  of  100  kilograms  each  or  about  5,500  pounds.  Corre- 
spondence In  Norwegian  preferred. 

Office  equipment,  etc..  No.  22282. — -A  comiiwrrcial  ngent  of  the  Bureau  r^wrts 
that  a  man  in  western  Canada  desires  to  represent  American  inannfac- 
turers  of  office  equipment,  stationery,  wrapping  paper,  twines,  and  other 
lines  generally  carried  by  stationers,  druggists,  and  gen«-al  stores. 

Cement,  No.  22283.— An  American  consular  offlcer  In  the  West  Indies  writes 
that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  an  American 
manufacturer  of  Portlond  cement.    Correspondence  In  English.    Befcreoce. 
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IHPOBTATIOH  OF  TOBACCO  DTTO  GEBMAITY  FBGHIBITED. 

[Cablogram  from  American  Embassy,  Berlin,  Aug.  28.] 

The  Department  of  State  has  received  a  cablegram  from  the 
American  Ambassador  at  Berlin,  Germany,  which  states  that  the 
German  Government  has  prohibited,  imtil  further  notice,  the  im- 
portation into  Germany  of  tobacco,  tobacco  products,  not  including 
oriental  and  similar  tobacco.  Exceptions  to  this  prohibition  are 
permissible  for  consignments  wliich  were  shipped  to  Germany  from 
abroad  by  mail  or  rail  prior  to  August  7  or  to  oversea  shipments, 
purchased  by  firms  residing  in  Germany,  which  arrived  in  Europe 
before  August  7. 

In  the  latter  case  an  appropriate  certificate  is  required  from  tlie 
German  consul  at  the  place  from  which  the  tobacco  was  shipped. 

CHANGES  Hr  FBENCH  EXFOBT  EKBABGOES. 

(Cablegram  from  American  consulate  general,  Paris,  Aug.  29.1 

Order  23  oermits  export  to  Great  Britain,  British  Dominion 
Colonies  and  Protectorates,  uninvaded  Belgium,  Japan,  Russia,  and 
United  States  of  acetones,  beeswax,  raw  or  worked,  menthol,  coffee 
extracts,  monazite,  tea,  talc,  steatite.  Decree  23  prohibits  e.\port 
tobacco  of  all  kinds  from  colonies,  protectorates,  except  Tunis,  Mo- 
rocco, subject  usual  exceptions. 

[The  prohlblUon  against  the  exportation  of  the  articles  oiuiinorntetl  in  tliu 
first  paragraph  was  provided  for  by  the  decrees  of  .Tiily  28  and  AiiR.  2.  See 
Ck>uuEBCE  Reports  for  Aug.  1  and  11,  1016.1 

Waterworks  Plant  Purchased  in  the  United  States. 

Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Goding  reports  from  Guayquil,  Ecua- 
dor, under  date  of  August  2,  that  the  first  order  for  machinery  for 
the  city  waterworks  of  Cuenca,  Ecuador,  has  been  secured  by  a  New 
iTork  firm  for  32,000  sucres,  which  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
equals  $13,559. 
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HOTES  FBOK  NORWAY. 

[Consul  General  S.  HaMeaiSB  Douiaon,  Ckristianta,  Ans-  5.1 

Hew  Zino  Indvstry. 

New  worlds  are  about  to  be  started  at  Drammen  for  the  extncticD 
of  zinc  by  an  electric  ^et  process,  invented  by  a  Belgian  engineer. 
Raw  materials  for  the  first  year,  about  10,000  taas,  have  been  secured, 
and  st)ecial  attention  will  be  paid  to  ores  containing  from  8  to  30  per 
cent  zinc,  which  have  hitherto  been  ccmsidered  worthless. 

SeaHdiaaTlaii  ConiMrclal  CooperatioH. 

A  meeting  was  recently  held  at  Arendal  of  the  Union  of  Norwegian 
Commercial  Associaticms,  at  which  representatives  from  similar  as- 
sociations in  Sweden  and  Demnark  were  present  to  cmisider  the  sob- 
ject  of  a  common  commercial  policy  for  the  three  countries. 

EvIpUte  Bef«te  ta  KeplMC  C«*l 

A  factory  is  to  be  erected  at  Greaker,  Frediiksstad,  for  the  ntiha- 
tion  of  refuse  from  sulphite.  A  Swedish  engineer  has  invented  • 
method  for  extracting  a  substance  from  sulphite  lye  which,  m 
powdered  form,  will  be  made  into  bricks  and  used  as  fueL  It  is 
claimed  that  the  powder  thus  fonned  yields  6,000  cal<Hies,  while  the 
best  English  coal  gives  7^000. 

A  company  has  expenmented  with  the  invention  in  Sweden  and 
has  produced  a  powder  with  nearly  as  much  heating  power  as  first- 
class  coal. 

on  EZTSACiDro  or  bicasagita. 

(Conral  John  A.  Oamaa,  Oortato.  Avf.  l.I 

A  v^retable  oil  extracting  plant  has  recently  been  installed  at  Leon, 
Nicaragua.  The  machinery  consists  of  three  presses;  one  plate  press, 
and  two  curb  presses,  all  operated  by  hydraulic  pressure  fiwn  » 
steam  engine  of  14  horsepower.  The  capacity  of  the  plant  is  2,500 
to  3.000  pounds  of  seed  per  day  and  the  materiab  treated  will  be 
castor  seed,  coyol  palm  nut,  peannt,  cocmnts,  **  talcbocote,'*  '*  buriDo," 
wild  almond,  and  cotton  seed.- 

The  machinery  was  purchased  from  a  Biehmood  (Va.)  company. 

This  is  the  first  installation  of  this  type  nndotakai  in  Kiearagua 
and  the  results  of  operation  will  be  watched  with  interest. 


THE  HEW  CENSTJS  IH  HEW  ZEALAHBl 

lOoosoI  Ge»nl  Alfnd  A.  W!Klmr,  Aaddaad.  Jaiy  IT.l 

The  regular  census  of  New  Zealand,  which  is  ordend  even  fin 
years,  is  to  be  taken  beginning  October  13. 1916,  instead  of  in  April, 
the  usual  time.  It  was  originally  intended  to  postpone  the  censiB 
in  the  interest  of  economy,  but  on  accoont  of  ot^ectioits  from  resi- 
dents of  the  North  Island,  where  the  pmolatiaii  is  increasing  nvA 
more  rapidly  than  in  the  South  Island,  the  Govemmoit  has  dedded 
to  take  the  censxis  this  year.  This  seems  to  be  in  the  intaest  of  • 
nM>r«>  etpiitable  representation  in  the  condoct  of  govenuacBtal  affui& 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF  BUS8IAN-AHESICAN  THAOE. 

Facts  of  interest  to  American  business  men  who  may  desire  to 
enter  the  Eussian  markets  are  ^ven  in  a  recent  publication  of  the 
American-Russian  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  bulletin  presents  a 
nummary  of  the  incorporation  laws  of  Bussia  and  devotes  special 
attention  to  the  Eussian  press  as  an  advertising  medium. 

The  development  of  trade  between  the  two  coimtries,  the  com- 
merce chamber  states,  involves  particularly  the  establishment  of 
American  corporations  in  Bussia  lor  the  purpose  of  selling  American 
products  and  of  undertaking  the  development  of  Eussian  business 
enterprises,  and  the  securing  of  direct  and  permanent  connections  in 
the  Eussian  market  by  the  use  of  advertising. 

During  the  past  10  years  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  joint  stock  companies  incorporated  in  Eussia,  and  many 
of  these  have  the  support  of  English,  Belgian,  French,  and  German 
capital.  In  1913  there  were  2-10  joint  stock  companies  incorporated 
with  $205,602,930  capital.  Twenty-one  of  these,  with  $18,360,000 
capital,  were  foreign.  Eepresentatives  of  American  business  may 
enter  the  Eussian  market  in  two  ways — either  by  the  establishment 
of  companies  in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  doing  business 
in  Eussia  or  by  establishing  companies  under  Eussian  laws.  In 
order  to  do  business  in  Eussia  it  is  necessary  to  secure  special  per- 
mission from  the  Imperial  Eussian  Government,  but  the  Eussian 
business  interests  are  now  attempting  to  secure  a  change  in  the  in- 
corporation laws,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  the  future  companies  will 
be  incorporated  in  Eussia  on  the  principle  of  registration  instead  of 
the  now  existing  principle  of  special  permission. 

Eussia  has  an  extensive  and  well-established  press.  Just  before 
the  war  there  were  approximately  2,167  papers  and  magazines  pub- 
lished in  246  cities  and  towns,  reaching  every  part  of  the  empire. 
There  is  not  only  a  daily  metropolitan  press,  with  large  circulation, 
but  the  provincial  press  and  the  trade  papers  are  thoroughly  or- 
ganized. 

The  booklet  just  issued  presents  a  detailed  list  of  all  the  more 
important  publications,  witli  their  circulations  and  present  adver- 
tising rates.  The  title  of  the  bulletin  is  "The  Eussian  Market: 
Its  Possibilities  and  Problems."  Tlie  organization  has  headquarters 
at  60  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


HEW  LINE  BETWEEN  NEW  OBLEANS  AND  COLON. 

[Consul  JuUus  D.  Drcbpr,  Colon,  rauanm,  Aug.  15.1 

It  is  announced  that  the  J.  G.  Rainwater  Lumber  Co.  of  New  Or- 
leans has  purchased  the  San  Ramon  and  chartered  five  other  vessels 
to  establish  a  new  line  between  New  Orleans  and  Cristobal-Colon,  to 
be  known  as  the  San  Eamon  Steamship  Line  of  New  Orleans.  The 
principal  business  of  the  new  line  will  be  the  transportation  of  lum- 
ber, for  which  the  Eainwater  company  has  received  an  order  for 
8,500,000  feet  from  the  Panama  Canal  for  use  on  the  Canal  Zone. 
It  is  said  that  the  San  Ramon,  which  will  make  a  trip  every  22  days, 
has  already  gone  to  Orange,  Tex.,  to  load  a  cargo  of  lumber. 
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AITTOMOBILE  CLUB  OBOAKIZEO  DT  FEBFS  CAPFTMi. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  F.  UobUtob,  Uma,  Aa(.  7.] 

Yesterday  a  number  of  men  in  Lima  who  own  cars  me*  for  fte 
purpose  of  organizing  themselves  into  a  club  with  the  intention  of 
combining  their  efforts  to  secure  better  motoring  conditions  in  Pero. 
The  great  drawback  to  the  automobile  business  here,  and  the  reason 
why  there  are  not  more  enthusiasts,  is  the  fact  that  the  streets  of  Lima 
are  narrow  and  rough  and  the  surroundLng  country  practically  with- 
out roads.  It  is  natural,  therefore,  that  the  first  purpose  of  the  new 
club  should  be  the  encouragement  of  road  improvement  and  extoi- 
sion,  and  in  a  resolution  adopted  at  its  first  meeting  the  importance 
of  good  roads  in  the  general  economic  development  of  Peru  was 
pointed  out.  One  of  the  club's  charter  members  has  offered  to  con- 
struct, at  his  own  expense,  an  avenue  100  feet  in  width  through  his 
extensive  properties,  thus  completing  a  road  from  Lima  to  the  sea 
at  Magdalena,  thence  to  Mirafiores  and  back  to  Lima,  a  loop  some 
10  miles  long. 

I  would  suggest  that  automobile  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States  forward  to  the  new  club— through  this  office  for  the  present — 
literature  dealing  with  the  automobile  business  and  with  other  mat- 
ters which  may  be  of  interest  to  the  club. 

NEW  ZEAIAITD  BAITS  BETITBHS  SHOW  BIO  IirCBEASES. 

[CoDKul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  July  18.] 

The  bank  deposits  in  New  Zealand  continue  to  show  marked  in- 
creases. On  June  30,  1916,  they  reached  the  total  of  $161,382,318, 
against  $152,195,179  on  March  31,  1916.  The  gain  for  the  three 
months  was  $9,187,139. 

The  Government  deposits  on  June  30,  1916,  amounted  to  $25,992,- 
027,  an  increase  of  more  than  $7,299,750  for  the  June  quarter.  This 
was  due  to  incieatied  taxes  collected  and  the  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  economize. 

Shipments  of  produce  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  showed  an 
excess  over  imports  amounting  to  $43,718,626.  Much  of  this  exoKS 
is  held  on  deposit  in  the  banks  of  London:  otherwise  the  deposits  in 
this  country  would  show  a  large  additional  increase. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  has  decided  to  ask  for  a  $77,864,000 
war  loan,  instead  of  a  $58,398,000,  which  was  first  considered.  It 
has  been  urged  that  a  large  proportion  of  this  be  taken  by  New 
Zealand  investors,  instead  of  making  a  foreign  loan. 


Interest  Developed  in  South  American  Investments. 

The  interest  of  United  States  investors  in  the  South  American 
field  is  indicated  by  a  recent  report  from  a  commercial  attach^  in 
which  he  states  that  he  had  a  conference  with  a  representative  of 
a  prominent  American  investment  firm,  during  whidi  the  repre- 
sentative stated  that  his  firm  was  prepared  to  purchase  South  Anwri* 
can  municipal  or  State  bonds  in  substantial  amounts  and  that  it. 
would  also  be  interested  in  industrials.  The  policy  of  this  American 
firm  was  stated  to  be  such  as  to  preclude  an  mterest  in  transactions 
involving  construction  contracts. 
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BBITISH  COLUMBIA  SHIPPING  NOTES. 

(Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  Vanrouver,  BrltlHk  Colanibla,  Canada.  .Vug.  12.] 

Becord  Alaskan  Passenger  Traffic. 

According  to  estimates  made  recently  passenger  traffic  to  Alaska 
during  the  first  six  montlis  of  191G  broke  all  former  records.  There 
were  17,000  passengers  carried  to  Alaska  during  this  period,  includ- 
ing all  classes  of  travel  on  both  American  and  Canadian  vessels. 
Most  of  this  traffic  originated  in  Seattle. 

Valuable  Silk  Cargo— Kew  Freight  Basis. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  steamer  Empress  of  Russia  on  the  last  trip 
brought  a  cargo  of  silk  consisting  of  4,700  bales,  valued  at  $750  each, 
the  total  cargo  amounting  to  about  $3,500,000.  This  is  said  to  be  the 
largest  and  most  valuable  cargo  ever  brought  over  by  this  company's 
.steamere. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co.  has  issued  notice  that  it  intends 
issuing  freight  tariffs,  effective  about  August  15,  1916,  applying 
between  San  Francisco  and  Puget  Sound  and  British  Columbia  ports 
of  call,  also  between  the  first-named  port  and  Eureka,  Cal.,  providing 
weight  rates  in  all  cases  instead  of  rates  per  ton  of  40  cubic  feet  or 
2,0M  poimds,  carrier's  option,  as  heretofore.  The  new  freight  rates 
will  be  inclusive  of  wharfage  charges  assessed  by  the  various  wharf 
companies. 

Charter  Transfer — Additional  Ore  Vessel. 

The  Pacific  Alaska  Navigation  Co.,  operating  the  Admiral  Line  of 
steamers  in  the  coastwise  and  Alaska  trade,  recently  leased  the  YaJe 
and  Harvard.,  which  have  been  under  charter  ta  the  Pacific  Naviga- 
tion Co.  and  have  been  operated  between  lower  California  ports.  It 
is  stated  that  the  vessels  would  remain  on  their  present  route,  they 
having  been  chartered  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The  twin  steamers 
are  owned  by  the  Metropolitan  Steamship  Co.,  of  New  York,  and 
were  built  at  a  cost  of  $2,500,000  six  years  ago  for  the  New  York- 
Boston  nm. 

The  British  steamer  Turret  Crown.,  which  was  recently  purchased 
by  the  Coastwise  Steamship  &  Barge  Co.  of  Vancouver,  arrived  on 
the  Pacific  coast  a  few  days  ago  with  a  cargo  of  3,000  tons  of  ore 
from  Chile  for  the  Tacoma  smelter.  This  vessel  formerly  plied  the 
St.  Lawrence  Biver  as  a  coal  carrier,  and  is  now  to  be  placed  in  the 
ore-carrying  trade  between  Anyox,  British  Columbia,  and  Tacoma, 
Wash.    Its  tonnage  is  3,205  gross. 


ABEA  OF  CANAL  ZONE. 


The  area  of  the  Canal  Zone  within  the  limits  oi:  5  miles  on 
either  side  of  the  center  line  of  the  canal,  including  land  and  water, 
but  not  including  the  area  within  the  3-mile  limit  from  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  ends,  is  441.5,  made  up  of:  Land  area,  332.35  square 
miles;  Gatun  Lake,  106.4;  Miraflores  Lake,  1.9;  and  the  area  of  the 
channels  from  the  coast  to  Gatun  and  Miraflores  Ijocks,  0.85  square 
mile.  Including  all  the  waters  of  Gatun  Lake,  over  which  the 
Panama  Canal  has  absolute  control,  the  total  area  of  the  Canal  Zone, 
according  to  the  (I'anal  Record  of  Angupt  16.  is  502.5  square  luiies. 
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PLAIT  POB  BUSSIAirS  TO  STUDY  AMERICAS  BXTSINESS. 

(Consulate  general,  Moscow,  Juljr  31.1 

The  Russkoe  SIovo,  in  its  issue  of  July  29,  1916,  presents  a  state- 
ment regarding  a  discussion  of  the  plan  to  send  a  number  of  Rus- 
sian students  to  the  United  States  for  a  study  of  American  business 
conditions  and  the  features  of  commercial  activities  in  that  countiy. 
The  paper  says: 

The  Russian-American  Chamber  of  Gomm^xe  discussed  the  question  of  send- 
ing Russian  students  to  North  America  in  order  to  make  them  acquainted  on 
the  spot  with  tlie  coiuraercial  activity  of  the  United  States,  with  lis  indBStiy, 
and  with  Its  system  of  <loiDg  business.  It  was  stated  that  Russian  young  men 
wishing  to  siiecialize  in  the  teclinics  of  trade  and  Industry  would  become  ac- 
quainted in  America  with  the  methods  of  coBdocting  cofflmerdal  bastiiesB,  and 
that  they  would  receive  the  best  technical  education,  which  In  no  oountry  is 
developed  to  snch  a  degree  as  It  is  in  America.  By  visits  of  Russian  students 
to  America,  Russia  will  have  the  possibility  of  becoming  closely  acquainted 
with  authoritative  Information  on  economic  and  commercal  questions. 

Considering  that  the  question  of  sending  Russian  Btndents  abroad  is  very  im- 
portant, tlie  Ru.'^Ian-American  Chamber  of  Conunerce  has  decided  to  apply 
first  of  all  to  tlie  director  of  the  Moscow  Commercial  Institute,  Prof.  Nor- 
gorodzcv,  stating  thot  It  would  be  desirable  to  send  -to  America  five  students 
of  the  institute.  At  the  same  time  tbe  diamber  of  commerce  would  ai^ly  to  tke 
Oovernmeut,  asking  it  to  provide  funds  for  tbis  trip. 


RESTEICTEI)  OTTITTTT  OF  SCOTCH  ASB  IKISH  WHISKIES. 

[Consul  Rufas  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Aug.  11.] 

By  an  arrangement  between  the  Britisb  GoTemment  and  tiie 
whisky-distilling  industry  in  re^rd  to  Gie  coining  season's  on^ut 
of  the  Scotch  and  Irish  distilleries,  the  Scotch  distiUers  will  be  re- 
stricted to  an  output  of  70  per  cent  on  the  last  five  years*  average 
production  of  malt  whidiy.  The  arrangement  in  Ireund  is  piacb- 
cally  a  30  per  cent  reduction  on  last  year's  oatpnt.  This  arrange- 
ment does  not  include  the  large  grain  distilleries  in  either  coonfary, 
which  are  at  present  working  almost  ezclosively  on  spirits  fw  war 
purposes. 

It  is  understood  that  the  main  object  of  this  restricti<m  is  the 
saving  of  shipping  tonnage,  to  be  utilized  for  the  importati<m  of 
food  products  and  other  necessities.  Normally  a  Uurge  quantity  of 
foreign  barley  is  used  for  the  distillation  of  spirits. 

It  IS  expected  that  the  new  regulation  will  lead  to  a  still  further 
advance  in  the  prices  of  all  grades  of  whiskies. 


DENSITY  AND  TKEBHAL  EXPANSION  OF  FETBOLEUM  OILS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  published  a  report  of 
experimental  work  on  which  are  based  the  expansion  tables  of  Cir- 
cular No.  67,  "  United  States  Standard  Tables  for  Petrideum  Oils." 
It  gives  a  detailed  description  of  the  methods  and  apparatus  em- 
ployed in  the  determination  of  the  density  and  thermal  expansiim  of 
petroleum  oils  from  the  various  fields  in  the  United  Stides.  Hiis 
paper  is  of  interest  to  oil  producers  and  refiners  tiirougfaoot  tiie 
countiy. 

Copies  of  the  report.  Technical  Paper  Na  77,  wiU  be  ready  for 
distribution  in  a  few  days  and  may  be  obtained  without  ehai^  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 
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TRADE  CONDITIONS  IN  APIA. 

[Consul  Mason  Mitchell,  Apia,  Aug.  1.] 

The  largest  copra  crop  ever  shipped  to  San  Francisco  was  in  1916, 
amounting  in  value  to  nearly  $600,000.  The  American  sailing  ships 
chartered  for  this  trade  in  San  Francisco  come  direct  to  Apia  loaded 
with  general  merchandise  and  lumber,  but  oftentimes  they  are 
loaded  for  Australia  or  New  Zealand  and  return  to  Apia  in  bal- 
last, taking  on  a  load  of  copra  at  this  port  for  the  return  voyage 
to  San  Francisco. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1915  was 
$598,518,  made  up  as  follows:  Copra,  $580,428;  cocoa,  $6,407;  rub- 
ber, $11^79;  kola  nuts,  $51;  kava,  $194;  and  curios,  $159. 

Tlie  Import  Trade — Shipping. 

The  largest  import  from  the  United  States  is  lumber,  and  of  the 
tinned  goods  coming  next  salmon  is  the  principal  commodity,  as  it 
is  in  great  demand  by  both  whites  and  natives.  Australian  flour 
is  preferred  to  the  American,  and  that  covmtry  has  the  preference 
for  biscuits,  meats,  and  laundry  soaps.  Boots  and  shoes,  machinery, 
motor  cars,  coal,  oil  products,  and  hardware  are  imported  from  the 
United  States. 

The  lack  of  direct  steamer  service  with  San  Francisco  is  a  great 
handicaj)  to  American  trade,  for  the  freight  rate  Avith  the  Oceanic 
Steamship  Line  from  that  city  to  Sydney,  Australia,  via  Honolulu 
and  Pago  Pago,  American  Samoa,  to  Apia,  with  the  transshipment 
at  Pago  Pago,  amoimts  to  nearly  $20  per  ton  against  $14  with  direct 
service  between  Sydney  or  Auckland  and  Apia. 

The  rate  via  the  Oceanic  line  from  San  Francisco  to  Pago  Pago 
is  $12,  a  distance  of  4,700  miles;  then  in  its  transshipment  to  Apia 
a  charge  is  made  per  package  if  the  freight  is  placed  on  the  wharf, 
and  also  the  bank  at  Pago  Pago  charges  $1  per  ton.  The  motoi- 
boat  bringing  it  to  Apia  charges  $5  per  ton,  all  of  which  is  not  con- 
ducive to  augmenting  or  helpmg  American  trade. 

In  spite  of  these  conditions,  however,  the  year  1915  was  the 
largest  recorded  with  its  imports  from  and  its  exports  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. So  far,  there  has  been  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  trade 
for  the  year,  due  to  the  embargo  placed  by  the  British  administra- 
tion on  copra  to  any  but  its  own  or  allied  ports  and  the  increase 
of  the  canker  in  the  cocoa  plantations.  There  is  little  prospect  of 
improvement  in  conditions  until  the  close  of  the  war,  for  aside  from 
commercial  trade  the  tourist  traffic,  which  is  an  asset  to  the  wealth 
of  all  towns,  has  been  to  a  great  extent  shut  off. 


BTJILDEBS  OF  CHILEAN  RAIIWA7  SHOPS. 

[Commercial  AitacbO  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago.  Chile.] 

The  Ultimas  Noticias  of  July  19,  of  Santiago,  Chile,  states  that 
"the  Companfa  Holandesa  de  Cemento  Armado  has  secured  the 
contract  for  putting  up  the  building  of  the  new  railway  shops  at 
San  Bernardo  at  about  $550,000  United  States  gold.  [The  call 
for  bids  on  this  work  appeared  in  Cojijierce  Reports  for  Mar.  14.1 
This  company  is  now  constructing  the  port  of  San  Antonio.  Con- 
tracts will  be  signed  in  a  few  days  and  work  will  begin  in  October. 
1916. 
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TBADE  IN  PHOTOOBAPHIC  DET  PIATES  IN  IBELANB. 

(Consul  Kdward  L.  Adams,  Dablln.} 

The  most  popular  brands  of  photographic  dry  plates  in  Dublin 
are  those  manufactured  by  Cadett  &  Neale  (Ltd.),  Wealdstoue,  Mid- 
dlesex, England,  and  by  Kodak  (Ltd.),  also  an  English  product 
Plates  in  inch  sizes  are  used,  the  most  popular  being  ^  by  4f,  and 
3|  by  5^  (post  card).  During  the  past  12  months  it  has  been  dmcolt 
to  obtain  the  5-by-7  plate,  which  is  an  odd  size  here.  The  prices  pet 
case  can  not  be  stated,  as  the  sizes  of  the  cases  vary.  The  prices  for 
6i  by  4J  plates  to  dealers  is  4s.  ($0.97)  per  dozen,  with  30  days  and  30 
per  cent  off.  The  price  for  3^  by  5^  plates  is  36s.  ($8.75)  per  gross, 
with  30  days  and  30  per  cent  off,  free  of  all  other  cost.  TTie  6^  by  ij 
plates  retail  at  4s.  ($0.97)  per  dozen;  the  3 J  by  5i  plates  at  3s.  ($0.73) 
per  dozen.    D17  plates  imported  are  not  dutiable. 

ICott  of  Plates  Now  Imported  Beeehred  from  Easlaad. 

Most  of  the  photographic  plates  imported  into  Dublin  come  from 
England,  and  it  is  Iwlieved  that  shipments  could  best  be  forwarded 
at  present  via  Liverpool  or  other  English  port.  The  Head  Line,  how- 
ever, has  occasional  service  from  New  Orleans  and  Baltimore  for 
Dublin  and  Belfast. 

For  long-distance  shipments  cases  are  tin  lined.  Most  of  the  plates 
imported  into  Dublin,  however,  come  from  England  in  ormnary 
packing  cases,  wrapped  in  heavy  paper.  Where  tin  lining  is  used, 
it  is  paid  for  by  the  manufacturer.  The  usual  terms  of  sale  are  30 
days'  draft  against  documents. 

{The  name  of  a  firm  in  Dublin  which  handles  idiotogntphlc  materials,  and 
lists  of  ship  ami  commercial  broilers,  shipping  agents,  and  commercial  agend«s 
may  be  obtniiMHl  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  ami  Domfstic  Commerce,  its  dis- 
trict or  cooperntive  ofiices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79321.J 


BIYEB  PLATE  EXPORTS  OP  MEAT. 

The  shipments  of  meat  from  Argentine  and  Uruguayan  ports  in 
the  first  half  of  1910  show  a  large  increase  over  the  same  period  in 
1915.  The  Eevista  Financiera  y  Comercial  of  July  22  gives  the  fol- 
lowing figures : 


Months. 


Froiea 

Frotoa 

dtiOed 

mutton. 

b«er. 

ImL 

ChreuMt. 

QiMrtcrf. 

(htjtm. 

in.ou 

353,872 

1U,1S 

153.013 

457.386 

■ii,m 

i8s,m 

4n,728 

:o,M 

m,»s 

M0,75S 

»^ 

253  554 

540,228 

80,« 

us.nT 

431.125 

ii,sa 

i.us.aa 

i,a»7.«os 

**2! 

83S,97t 

l.U7,48S 

Ta,m 

Januiry... 
Fol, rairy . 

Maru\i 

April 

May 

June 


ToUU,  t  months 

Total,  same  period  in  1915.. 


While  the  exports  of  frozen  meat  have  increased,  there  has  been  • 
decrease  in  the  exports  of  chilled  meat.  It  has  been  found  that  the 
frozen  meat,  particularly  in  exports  to  the  Continent,  gives  more 
satisfaction  than  the  chilled  meat,  and  can  be  handled  to  better 
advantage. 
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HONOKONO  COirSTTMPTION  TAX  ON  TOBACCO. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Carleton,  Hongkong,  British  Cblna,  July  13.| 

The  Hongkong  Legislative  Council  has  passed  a  bill  providing  for 
the  taxation  of  tobacco  consumed  in  the  colony,  the  ordinance  taking 
effect  July  13,  191C.  Tliis  tax  is  the  second  one  placed  on  goods 
entering  the  colony  of  Hongkong  since  its  cession  to  Great  Britain 
in  1842,  the  tax  on  wines  and  spirits  having  been  established  in  1911 
and  increased  about  20  per  cent  in  March,  1916.  The  tax  on  tobacco 
is  instituted  to  provide  revenue  to  meet  the  extraonlinary  war  ex- 
penses. 

The  clause  in  this  ordinance  that  is  of  special  importance  to 
American  exporters  of  raw  tobacco  to  Hongkong  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  Chinese  cigarettes  provides  that  such  tobacco  shall  be  liable 
to  duty  at  the  rate  at  which  it  would  have  been  liable  if  it  had  been 
imported  originally  in  its  manufactured  state.  It  is  imderstood, 
however,  that  the  duty  will  be  levied  on  the  manufactured  article 
rather  than  on  the  tobacco  in  its  raw  state. 

The  following  duties  are  provided  for  in  the  ordinance,  the 
amounts  in  parentheses  representing  American  gold,  the  conversion 
being  based  on  the  demand  buying  rate  of  481  cents  to  the  Hong- 
kong dollar: 

(a)  Clgam  valued  at  not  less  than  $2.20  ($1.06)  per  pouml,  uixl  snuff  of 
whatever  value,  per  pound,  $1.50  ($0.72). 

((»)  Cigars  valued  at  less  than  $2.20  ($1.06)  per  pound  but  not  less  tb&n 
$1.60  ($0.77)  per  pound,  $0.70  ($0.34.) 

(c)  Tobacco  and  eigarettes  valued  at  not  less  than  $1.60  ($0.77)  per  pound, 
and  Egyptian,  Kussian,  and  Turkish  cigarettes  of  whatever  value,  per  pound, 
$0.70  ($0.34). 

(d)  Chinese,  Indian,  and  Javanese  tobacco,  other  than  cigars  and  cigarettes, 
valued  at  not  less  than  $25  ($12.06)  per  picul  of  133i  pounds,  $10  ($4.83)  per 
plcul. 

(e)  Chinese,  Indian,  and  Javanese  totmcco,  other  than  cigars  and  cigarettes, 
valued  at  less  than  $25  ($12.06)  per  picul,  $6  (.52.89)  per  picul. 

(/)  Tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigarettes  of  any  other  kind  not  herein  otherwise 
provided  for,  per  pound,  $0.30  ($0.14). 


SAILWAY  COHCESSIOHS  IS  CHUE. 

The  Chilean  Government  has  granted  a  concession  to  The  Potre- 
rillos  Railway  Co.  (Ltd.)  to  construct  and  exploit  a  branch  railway 
from  the  Chanaral  line  to  the  stream  of  El  Barquito,  and  official  ap- 
proval has  been  given  to  the  transfer  from  William  Braden  to  The 
Potrerillos  Railway  Co.  of  a  concession  to  construct  and  operate  a 
branch  line  from  the  State  Railway  near  Pueblo  Himdido  to  the 
mining  district  of  Potrerillos  in  the  Department  of  Chanaral.  This 
company  has  also  received  a  concession  of  water  rights  in  the  river 
La  Ola  in  the  same  Department,  according  to  a  recent  number  of 
the  Diario  Oficial. 

Permission  to  construct  a  branch  line  from  the  Antofaga^- 
Bolivia  railway,  uniting  the  station  Salinas  with  the  nitrate  deposits, 
Los  Penitentes  and  Carabana,  has  been  granted  to  Emilio  A. 
Carrasco.  The  Government  has  also  granted  to  Alfredo  Aldunate 
and  Felix  von  J.  Marteville  permission  to  construct  and  exploit  on 
electric  railway  between  La  Union,  Rio  Bueno.  and  Filuco,  and  a 
branch  line  from  Rio  Bueno  to  Lago  Rauco. 
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CHINA  FBOBVCES  BAGS  KADE  OF  KATTINO. 

|VI<'p  4'onKUl   A.   K.  C'arlHoo,   IloogkODg,  July   IT.] 

A  f?eiiei'nl  coniiuission  liouse  in  Hongkong  has  conceived  the  idea 
of  pincing  on  tlie  foi-eign  market  a  cheap  bag  made  of  matting,  at  a 
cost  of  nl)out  i  cent  gold  per  bag.  It  could  be  used  for  fish  or 
other  commodities  bought  in  grocery  stores.  It  is  believed  that  this 
Ih  the  first  time  any  attempt  of  the  kind  has  been  made,  and  in  view 
of  the  hi^h  <'f)st  of  cheap  wrapping  paper,  importers  in  the  United 
States  might  be  interested  in  this  malceshift  product. 

The  bags,  although  not  particularly  handsome  in  appearance,  are 
strong  and  apparently  a  good  substitute  for  those  made  of  paper. 
The  nroducers  think  that  about  30,000  can  be  made  monthly. 
Samples  which  have  been  obtained  are  without  handles  with  one 
exception.  The  makers  ask  $3  Hongkong  money  ($1.63  gold)  per 
thoiKsiind  for  the  addition  of  handles. 

'I'lie  prices  per  thousand  furnished  by  the  Hongkong  firm,  f .  o.  b. 
and  c.  i.  f.  New  York,  in  United  States  currency,  are:  A  quality, 
$<l.;w  f.  ().  b.  Hongkong,  $16.85  c  i.  f.  New  York  (approximately) ; 
H  (pialitv,  $6.86,  f.  o.  b.  Ilongkong,  $17.33  c.  i.  f.  New  York  (approxi- 
mately)":  C  quality,  $17.37  f.  o.  b.  Hongkong,  $27.84  c.  i.  f.  New  York 
(approximately) ;"  D  quality,  $7.34  f.  o.  b.  Hongkong,  $17.81  c.  i.  f. 
New  York  (approximately) ;  E  quality,  $7.34  f.  o.  b.  Hongkong, 
$17.81  c.  i.  f.  New  York  (approximately). 

t  SninpU's  of  luiKs  luade  from  mnttinK,  representiug  the  fire  grades  meuUoned 
III  tills  roiMirt.  iiuiy  Im>  Inspef'twl  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
luciHV  or  Its  district  or  ^wperntlve  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79612.] 


STEEI-FBAKE  CAB  CONSTBTTCTIOH. 

IV'uitMil  K.  V.  RU-hnnlsun,  Monrton.  N'ew  Bmnswick.  Otoada.  Aug.  21.] 

The  Canadian  Cirovernment  Railway  shof^  in  Moncton  recently 
(Htinnleted  four  steel-frame  baggage  cars,  being  the  first  equipment 
of  this  character  to  be  built  at  these  works.  The  cars  have  solid 
steel  trucks  so  designed  that  tlie  wheels  can  be  changed  quickly  with 
»  niininuun  amount  of  labor.  The  draft  gear  is  constructed  to  ab- 
sorb iJux'k  in  starting  and  stopping,  and  is  of  sufficient  strength  to 
withstand  the  heaviest  ty|>e  of  engine.  Westinghouse  brakes  of  the 
latest  pattern  arc  used.  * 

.Vuother  feature  is  the  side  doors,  which  are  brought  closer  to- 
gether than  in  ordinary  cars  to  permit  of  throusfa  baggage  or  ex- 
press matter  being  loiid'ed  in  the  end  of  the  car ;  me  floors  ate  fitted 
with  hardwixxl  $tVilv>.  instead  of  **  fish-racks,**  as  being  more  readily 
kept  clean,  esjiei'ially  when  the  car  is  used  for  carrrmg  ^pments 
of  fish. 

VENEZUELAN  LAW  ON  KOETQAGE  BONDS. 

Ttie  Congress  of  Venezuela  has  recentlv  passed  a  law  gorenung 
the  iss>K>  and  jvivnHMit  of  mortsase  bwiAs.  Under  the  proviskns 
of  this  law,  iM;b!:<!uHl  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial  of  JoIt  31.  iBortgage 
bonvts  will  be  isssK^l  for  n«4  more  than  two-thirds  erf  the  Tahie  of 
iuiencuniben>l  pivixTty  .ii>.a  for  a  perioil  of  not  more  than  10  years. 
B«t^u)nMt>onis  Ur  r.e  p «yuiem  of  interest  and  araoctiatka  are  set 
fv^tth  in  det,-iil  in  ilie  new  law. 
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CHILE  POSTPONES  DATE  OF  CimREKCY  COITTEBSION. 

[Coinmercba  Attach^  V.  L.  Havens,  Knntlago.] 

The  Mercurio  of  July  12  contains  the  text  of  an  Executive  message 
regarding  the  postponement  of  the  date  of  the  conversion  of  Chile's 
paper  currency,  which,  with  the  approval  of  the  Council  of  State, 
will  be  presented  to  the  Chilean  Legislature.    The  message  reads : 

According  to  the  tenns  of  law  2906  of  December  31,  1914,  the  conversion  of 
the  paper  currency  should  be  made  on  next  January  1  at  the  rate  of  18d. 
per  peso.  The  same  law  orders  that  the  conversion  funds  actually  deposited  in 
different  banks  of  Ehirope  and  the  United  States  shonld  be  brought  to  the 
country  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year. 

The  Government  believes  that,  owing  to  present  circumstances  and  the  present 
situation  of  International  exchange,  it  is  not  pofsible  to  effect  the  conversion 
ordered  by  the  law,  because  its  execution  would  causse  serious  harm  and  be- 
cause the  moving  of  these  funds  would  be  extremely  difficult  by  reason  of  the 
liigh  freight  rates  and  war  insurance  that  would  have  to  be  paid.  The  Govern- 
ment feels  that  it  is  not  in  a  position  to  carry  out  snch  an  operation,  nor  does 
prudence  counsel  it  at  the  present  time  when  the  entire  world  is  affected  by 
the  Enroi)ean  war.  It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  postpone  the  date  of 
conversion  of  the  paper  money  for  a  proper  period  until  the  situation  Is  relieved. 
For  these  reasons  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  proposed  law 
for  your  consideration : 

The  period  fixed  by  law  No.  2192,  of  August  30,  1900.  for  tlic  conversion  of 
the  paper  money  is  postponed  until  January  1,  1919.  The  other  conditions  in 
the  same  law  are  also  postponed  for  a  period  of  two  years.  The  present  law 
sbatl  be  in  force  cm  its  publication  In  the  Diarlo  Oflcial. 


JAPANESE  EHIOILANK  TO  SOUTH  AMEBICA. 

(btract   from  Japan   Advertlger,   forwarded  by   Coo«al   Oeneral   QvoTge   H.   Scidmoro, 

Yokohama,  Jaly  26.1 

With  a  passenger  list  that  broke  all  records  in  the  transportation  of 
Oriental  emigrants,  the  Kiyo  Maru  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha 
weighed  anchor  from  Yokohama  for  South  American  ports.  Of  the 
931  steerage  passengers  all  but  a  very  few  were  bound  for  South 
America. 

Since  the  gentleman's  agreement  with  the  United  States,  the  num- 
ber of  Japanese  emigrants  to  South  America  has  increased  in  great 
numbers.  The  policy  of  Australia  has  also  made  the  Southern  Conti- 
nent attractive  to  people  from  this  country.  Yesterday's  list  of 
emigrants  is  said  to  represent  the  largest  number  of  steerage  passen- 
gers that  ever  crossed  the  Pacific  on  one  ship. 

The  steamer  also  carried  45  young  Japanese  girls  on  their  way  to 
South  America  to  become  the  brides  of  Japanese  who  have  already 
located  there. 

Brazil  is  most  attractive  to  the  Japanese,  who  find  the  land  cultiva- 
tion profitable. 

PHIIIPPINE  SLEEPEBS  FOB  CHINESE  BAILWAY. 

[Vice  Consul  V.  E.  Josselyn,  Canton,  China,  Jaly  20.] 

A  Philippine  lumber  company  recently  obtained  the  contract  for 
supplying  $38,000  (gold)  worth  of  sleepers  to  the  Canton-Hankow 
Bailway.  The  first  shipment  on  this  contract  has  already  been  de- 
livered. The  manager  of  the  lumber  company  states  it  is  his  inten- 
tion to  establish  a  branch  office  in  Canton  in  the  near  future. 
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HOSIEET  T£AD£  OF  HOTTIVOHAM  DI8ISICT. 

lOoDHul  C.  M.  Hitch,  NottlDKham,  E^nxland,  Ang.  3.1 

Conditions  obtaining  in  the  Nottingham  hosiery  trade  to-day  differ 
little  from  those  of  a  month  ago,  but  it  is  reported  that  manufac- 
turers are  becoming  somewhat  concerned  about  the  falling  off  in 
orders  for  future  delivery.  For  the  present  there  are  enough  orders 
to  keep  machinery  well  employed,  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  cause 
for  immediate  anxiety. 

Considering  the  high  prices  of  wool,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
heavyweight  cashmere  goods  are  somewhat  slow  in  moving  in  large 
quantities.  This  applies  to  men's  fashioned  half  hose  and  the  b^ 
qualities  of  seamless  goods,  women's  fashioned  plain  and  ribbed  hose, 
and  also  men's  and  women's  fashioned  wool  underwear.  During 
July  another  advance  was  made  in  the  price  of  dyeing  materials, 
which  will  have  a  tendency  to  hinder  rather  than  to  help  the  sale 
of  goods  which  were  already  high  in  price.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
reported  that  a  satisfactory  business  is  being  done  throughout  the 
trade. 

Pavored  Styles  in  Women's  Hosiery. 

The  lines  most  in  demand  in  women's  hosiery  ai-e  cashmere  hose, 
both  seamless  and  fashioned,  quantities  of  the  latter  being  made 
with  seamless  feet.  Black  appears  to  be  the  predominating  color, 
although  a  good  line  of  fancy  shades  is  being  snown.  Embroidered 
clocks  and  fancy  sides  are  selling  quite  freely.  There  is  a  good 
demand  for  black  and  fancy  colors,  both  plain  and  embroidered,  in 
cotton,  mercerized,  and  lisle  thread  hose.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
popular  lines  of  cotton  and  artificial  silk,  or  silk  and  cotton,  in  com- 
binations of  various  styles  and  prices.  Manufacturers  of  the  more 
expensive  silk  hosiery  are  also  doing  a  very  satisfactory  business. 

The  heavy  demand  hitherto  existing  for  light  and  medium  weight 
underwear  continues,  the  cut  article  being  most  in  demand  on  account 
of  the  lower  price,  in  the  merino  finish,  cotton  and  wool  plated,  and 
mixed  fabrics.  It  is  reported  that  the  sale  of  these  goods  is  tre- 
mendous. 

Yarns  continue  to  bring  high  prices,  although  slight  fluctuations 
have  occurred  in  cotton  and  lisle  thread.  In  the  main,  however, 
prices  are  very  firm. 

Press  Views  of  the  "  American  Invasion." 

In  the  August  issue  of  the  Hosiery  Trade  Journal,  published  at 
Leicester,  England,  the  following  items  appeared : 

No  material  change  has  takeu  place  in  the  trade  of  this  district  during  the 
pnst  month.  There  is  still  a  Inrgc  quantity  of  Government  orders  on  hand,  but 
tlie  rush  experiencetl  for  some  time  past  no  longer  exists.  In  the  cotton  brandi 
there  is  a  marked  falling  off,  and  I  hear  firms  are  arranging  for  going  on  short 
time,  for  stocks  are  accumulating  too  fast,  as  merchants  have  bought  so  lorgely 
from  America,  .Tnpnn,  etc.,  that  they  do  not  require  British  goods.  No  doubt, 
the  advantage  of  selling  is  In  favor  of  the  neutral  countries  which  arc  exix>rtlng, 
as  they  have  not  tlie  excessive  expenses  that  the  British  manufacturer  has 
dnrlng  the  existing  troublous  times.  Tlie  danger  Is  that  these  Imported  lines 
will  get  establlslied  to  the  detriment  of  British  goods  of  the  same  class.    •    •    • 

The  enormous  Importation  of  hosiery  from  the  Unltetl  States  is,  liowever, 
principally  offectlng  the  trade  of  Hinckley  district.  This  Is  reaching  n  pitch 
absolutely  unpreocdeiited  In  the  history  of  the  Industry.     In  May,  1914,  the 
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Importation  of  cotton  hosiery  of  all  kinds  was  £192,944  [|938,9(K)} ;  in  1915  It 
was  £133,235  [$648,390] ;  and  in  1916,  £414,303  [$2,016,200].  Not  only  this,  but 
the  Amaricnns  have  also  taken  the  whole  of  the  OTerseas  trade  In  cotton  hosiery 
■wiOx  Anstralla,  Mew  Zealand,  Canada,  and  the  Cape. 


CACAO  DISEASE  FOTTGHT  IN  ECITABOB. 

{Conaol  General  Frederic  W.  Qodtog,  OuaTuqall,  Jnl;  25.] 

The  cacao  growers  in  Ecuador  are  deeply  concerned  over  the 
appearance  of  a  contagious  disease  which,  when  it  attacks  the  fruit, 
completely  destroys  it.  According  to  Senor  Augusto  N.  Martinez, 
director  of  the  agricultural  experiment  station  at  Ambato,  the 
malady  is  caused  by  a  fungus  included  in  the  Peronosporacea^  and 
bearing  the  name  Phytophthora  cactorum,  of  Cohn  and  Lebert,  for- 
merly Known  as  P.  omnivora,  Bary,  and  Peronoapora  fagi  of  Har- 
ti^  or  a  closely  allied  species. 

The  growth  develops  in  the  moisture  on  the  outside  of  the  pod, 
entering  it  through  some  aperture  doubtless  due  to  some  insect,  and 
destroys  it.  The  development  of  the  fungus  requires  considerable 
moisture  and  a  comparatively  low  temperature.  It  is  checked  at 
30°  C,  and  dies  in  four  hours  at  40°  C. 

As  solutions  of  copper  salts  have  failed  to  destroy  the  fungus, 
better  cultural  methods  have  been  recommended. 

[Copies  of  the  complete  report  from  the  experiment  station  oa  the  investiga- 
tion of  this  disease,  in  English  and  Spanish,  will  be  loaned  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperatiye  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  79574.] 

NEW  DEVELOPMENT  FBOJECT  IN  COSTA  BICA. 

[Consol  C.  DoiMldsoD,  Port  Llmon,  Aog.  1.] 

The  Ck)sta  Rican  Congress  has  approved  the  contract  granted  to  an 
American  citizen  whereimder  a  vast  unimproved  area  on  the  north- 
eastern coast  of  the  Republic  will  be  opened  up  by  connecting  the 
numerous  lagoons  and  rivers  from  Tortuguera  Bay  to  Moin,  4  miles 
north  of  Port  Limon.  The  tract  is  especially  adapted  to  the  culture 
of  bananas,  cocoa,  com,  and  sugar,  and  to  cattle  grazing,  with 
climatic  conditions  so  favorable  that  vegetation  is  always  green  and 
several  crops  of  grass  or  corn  can  be  produced  each  year. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  contract  as  approved  by  the  Costa  Rican 
Congress  the  Government  will  sell  20,000  hectares  (about  50.000 
acres)  of  land  in  the  reserved  zone  known  as  the  Astua-Pirie  for  $50 
gold  per  hectare,  and  the  contractor  on  his  part  agrees  to  organize 
m  the  United  States  within  six  months  a  company  capitalized  at 
$6,000,000. 

EXTEA  SESSION  OF  URUGTIATAN  CONGKESS. 

The  Congress  of  Uruguay  was  convened  by  the  President  in  extra 
session  on  July  19  to  consider,  among  others,  the  following  projects: 
Establishment  of  a  military  aviation  school,  national  conti'ol  of 
lighterage  service,  municipal  budget  for  Montevideo,  municipal 
laundries,  sewerage  system  in  Montevideo,  old-age  pensions,  and 
regulation  of  the  work  of  women  and  children. 
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AMEBICAN  C0H8UL&B  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  req>ectiTe 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Explra- 
Uonot 
Tcnoe. 

Address. 

Hale.F.  D 

Huddersfleld,  England 
Durban,  Natal,  South 

Africa. 
Kingston,  Jamaica. , . . 

Cheloo,  China  

Sept.    S 
Sept.    1 

Sept.    1 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.    1 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  15 

Lunenbnrg^yt. 
Canollton,  Kjr. 

Uasterson,  WllllAm  W 

Jewell,  John  F 

yonne,  N.  J. 
OaleiM,  111. 

Kemper,  Graham  H 

Ooodier,  James  U 

ErtuTt,  Germany 

Niagara  Falls,  Canada. 
Port  Antonio,Jamalca. 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  Fiance 

Vancouver,  Canada.... 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
27  South  Hawk  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Department  of  State,  Washtngton,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  KansasClty,  Vo. 
Essex  Iowa 

Lalng,  James  Oliver 

I^eonard,  Walter  A 

Osborne.  John  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washtogton,  D.  C. 
Bushvflle,  Ind. 

Mansflold,  Robert  E 

HEBGHAirrHAH  HAKES  FIBST  lOITITOS-CALLAO  VOTAOE. 

K'ommercial  Attaohi^  William  F.  Montavon,  Lima,  Peru,  Aug.  5.] 

On  August  4  the  steamer  Yurimaguaa  arrived  in  Ctillao  from 
Icjuitos,  having  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  merchant  ship  to 
inake  the  trip  from  the  latter  port,  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Amazon 
in  eastern  Peru,  down  the  Amazon  River,  -  across  the  Atlantic, 
throiigli  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  the  Panama  Canal,  and  down  the 
west  coast  of  South  America  to  this  city.  The  Yvrimagtias,  which  is 
a  river  boat  141  feet  in  length,  with  a  speed  of  10  knots,  left  Iquitos 
on  May  29. 

The  vessel's  owner,  Don  Luis  Felipe  Morey,  w-ho  is  a  wealthy 
rubber  planter,  states  that  it  is  his  intention  to  establish  a  regular 
lino  of  steamers  between  Iquitos  and  Callao. 


New  Borax  Fields  in  Chile. 


Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens,  of  Santiago,  Chile,  has  for- 
warded a  statement  from  La  Cronica  Mercantil,  of  Valparaiso,  that 
new  fields  of  calcium  borate  are  said  to  have  been  found  near  Iquique, 
and  that  150  claims,  or  18,750  acres,  have  been  solicited.  Average 
values  of  15,  20,  30,  40,  and  60  per  cent  of  borax  are  given. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATT  OF  FOBEIOH  AND  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 

DISTBIfrr  OFFICES.  COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 


NEW  TOBK:  Hoon  409,  Cnilomhouse. 

BOSTON:  IStk  floor,  Caiitomiione. 

tnifACO:  604  Federal  Baildlng. 

ST.  LOUIS:  40S  Third  Nattoaal  Bank  BalMlng. 

ITLASTi!  tSl  Post  Offlee  Balldlag. 

NETT  OBLEANS:  lOSO  Ulberals  Bank  Balldia;. 

SAN  FBAKaSCOi  S0<  t'astomkouse. 

SE.'iTTIE:  84S  Henrr  BalMlBt. 


CLEVGUND:  CkaKber  of  Ceauaeree. 
CINCINNATI:  Chaaber  of  Coaaerce. 
aXCINNATI :  C,  K.  0.  k  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANOELES:  Chamber  of  CmuMne. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Ckaaker  of  Coaacie*. 
rUATTANOOOA:  Soalk  Amerlraa  Agert,  Stalk- 
era  R).  Co. 
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PROPOSALS  FOR  GOVEBNHEHT  SUPPLIES  AHD  CONSTRTTGTION. 

(Correspondence  ihoold  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speeldcation!)  can  nsoally 
be  obtained  at  tbe  points  wliere  tbe  coeds  are  to  be  delivered  or  tlie  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  is  too  sbort  to  permit  firms  to  sobmlt  tenders,  they 
■honid  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mailing  lists  of  snch  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
fatnre  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Kavu  Department  tuppliet.  No.  S541. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bnreaii  of  Saiqplies  aod  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
to  which  borean  firms  desiring  to  snbmit  proposals  should  apply,  glvln;: 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  41,  fumisli- 
Ing  and  iDBtalUng  water  filters;  scbednle  42,  coontatioks,  United  States 
standard  bolt  dies,  hlgh-sqpeed  twist  drills,  taper  bridge  reamers,  and  ma- 
chine Bcrew  taps ;  scfaedule  4S,  heavy  duty  engine  lathe ;  schedule  44,  tor- 
pedo bronze;  srtiedule  45,  lO-horsepower  induction  motor;  sdiedule  46^  un- 
bleached  bobbtnet  head  and  bonk  nets,  120-Tolt  l-horsepower  dlreet-cnrrent 
motors,  socket  wrenches,  and  ingot  copper ;  schedule  47,  yellow  pine ;  sched- 
ule, 48,  firsts  and  seconds  cypress  and  yellow  pine;  schedule  48,  5-galIon 
alcohol  and  12-inch  outlet  preasnre  blower ;  schedule  50,  electric  arc  weld- 
ing and  cnttlng  outfit;  schedule  51,  tinned  apricots;  schedule  52,  momle 
cloth,  3d-inch  wide  bleached  muslin,  72rinch  wide  bleached  cotton  sheeting, 
and  36-inch  wide  cotton  mattress  ticking;  schedule  53,  muriatic  acid, 
(liqaid)  ammonia,  calcium  carbide,  dry  lampblack,  and  tallow;  schedule 

54,  complete  diving  apparatus,  woven  fabric  belting,  stateroom  carafes, 
raii\  bath  (shower)  heads,  oil-burning  deck  lanterns,  ship  lavatories,  oil- 
burning  running  lights,  white  ash  oars,  4  and  6  inch  handy-billy  psm|0^ 
hand  swabs,  white  nngiazed  floor  tile,  fo«rr-ply  15-thread  cotton  line',  beUs 
for  motor  boats,  ratdiet  braces,  cement  cans,  and  window  glass ;  schedule 

55,  A-lnch  rubber  air  hose,  rubber-lined  cotton  fire  hose,  canvas-laid  robber 
fire  hose,  canvas-laid  rubber  garden  hose,  and  canvas-laid  rubber  sactloa 
hose;  schedule  56,  handled  ch<^>ping  axes,  dtlsela,  sockets,  gauges,  etc., 
"  C  "  clamps,  quick  adjusting  screw  clamps,  emery  cloth,  files,  handled  cop- 
per hammers,  hammers,  sledges,  iii:iclilnist'.s  etc.,  birch  handle  tool  holders, 
chest,  cylinder  and  dravrer  lock.s,  cylinder  wardrobe  locks,  36-incb  wide 
ct^WPer  mesh,  42-inch  wide  galvnnlxe«l-wire  mesh,  micrometers  and  calipers, 
galvanlsed-lron  swedes  nails,  brass  ikuts,  flint  paper,  1-gaIIon  galvanized 
paint  pots,  drawer  pulls,  brass  machine  screws,  brass  wood  screws,  black 
and  galvanized  iron  or  steel  spikes,  flathead  copper  tacks,  vises,  pipe 
wrenches,  and  knife  handle  screw  wi-enches;  schedule  57,  brass  tubing, 
ingot  regulus  of  antimony,  bar  copper,  and  sheet  copper;  schedule  58, 
steel  wire  casting  brushes,  crucibles  with  covers,  Albany  brass  molding 
sand,  castor  oil,  and  brass  nuts;  schedule  58,  single  conductor  wire  and 
twin  conductor  wire;  schedule  60,  whisk  brooms,  black  metal  buttons,  and 
27-Inch  wide  twills;  schedule  61,  eniory  cloth,  files,  sand,  flint,  and  garnet 
paper,  vises,  pipe  wrenches,  and  knife  handle  screw  wrenches;  schedule 
tZ,  A-inch  rubber  air  hose,  upper  deck  fire  hose,  and  canvas-Iatd  robber 
wash  deck  hose;  schedule  63,  galvanized,  malleable-Iron  pipe  fittings,  and 
54-66  Inch  wide  arttflcinl  leather ;  schedule  64,  locomotive  crane  and  lift- 
ing magnet;  schedule  Co,  truck  (electric)  and  crane;  schedule  66,  armor 
plates ;  schedule  67,  main  feed  water  heaters ;  schedule  68,  D.  C.  120  V.  blow^ 
ers ;  schedule  00,  carbon  steel  twist  drills ;  schedule  70, 10  K.  W.  electrolytic 
generators;  schedule  71,  radio  transmitting  sets;  schedule  72,  anatennas, 
masts,  transmitting  sets,  generators,  eta;  schedule  73,  radio  wave  meters; 
schedule  74,  radio  receivers;  and  schedule  75,  radio  transmitting  sets. 

Bituminous  coal.  No.  3542. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light* 
house  Inspector,  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  until  September  15,  1916,  for  furnish' 
tng  approximately  800  tons  steam  and  200  tons  sacked  bituminous  coal, 
to  be  delivered  at  Ketchikan  and  Juneau,  Ala.sk.i.  Further  information 
may  be  obtained  from  tbe  inspector. 

Medical  «tippKe«,  No.  8543.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Strwt,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  Sept«nber  6,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  dcliverinK  iiceiio  add.  .-ether, 
ammonia,  benxine,  cami^r,  codein  sulphate,  etc. 

BtMUng  fog  tignal  houte,  No.  3544. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  re<t>iTe(l  by  tbe 
UgbtiMOse  Inqjeetor,  Boston.  Mass.,  until  September  21.  191C,  for  build- 
ing a  fog  signal  house.  Wings  Neck  Light  Station,  Pocasset,  Mass.  Further 
Information  nui>  be  obtained  from  the  Boston  office. 
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FOBEIGH  TRADE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barcaa  and  tts  district  onces.    Eequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  o»portanitr  BBnlier. 

The  Barean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Printers'  supplies,  No.  22284. — ^A  man  In  Firance  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  his  desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  firms  dealing  In 
printers'  supplies,  such  as  composing  sticks,  printers'  pinchers,  metal  com- 
posing galleys,  typometers,  etc.    Correspondence  In  Frcnclu    Reference. 

Machinery,  No.  22285. — ^The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  man  in  Argentina  de- 
sires to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  a  fully  equipped  machine 
for  the  manufacture  of  snap  fasteners  for  clothing.  Sample  of  the  snap 
fastener  which  it  is  desired  to  manufacture  may  be  Inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  MIscel.  No.  144.) 

Wearing  apparel,  soap,  etc.  No.  22286. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
Far  East  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial 
relations  with  American  exporters  of  wines,  spirits,  beer,  soap,  shoes  and 
shoe  polish,  hats,  handkercliiefs,  hosiery,  neckwear,  singlets,  perfumery, 
fancy  goods,  watches,  cigarettes  and  tobacco,  articles  for  aerated-water 
manufacturers,  cheap  paper  for  lithographers  and  printers,  cheap  cigarette 
paper,  stationery,  hand  machinery  for  preparing  rice  from  paddy,  filters  for 
filtering  wines  and  spirits,  etc.    Reference. 

Paper  felt,  No.  22287. — ^A  paper  mill  in  Switzerland  has  requested  an  American 
consular  officer  to  secure  offers  for  paper  felt  used  in  paper  mills,  such  as 
wool  felt,  wheat  felt,  dry  felt,  rotation  felt,  etc.  Correspondence  In  French 
or  German.    Reference. 

Dry  goods,  novelties,  etc..  No.  22288. — ^A  man  In  South  Africa  desires  to  secure 
the  exclusive  agency  for  that  territory  of  American  firms  handling  dry 
goods,  knitted  goods,  hosiery,  celluloid  goods,  and  novelties.    References. 

Clothing,  leather,  etc..  No.  22289. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  In  New 
Tork  City  reports  that  an  Australian  business  man  who  is  now  in  that 
city  wishes  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  fancy  leather  bags  and  purses  for  women,  chiffon  and 
georgette  cloths,  and  ready-to-wear  cheap  suits  for  men.  The  man  wishes 
to  travel  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  acting  on  a  commission  basis. 

Machinery,  No.  22290. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom 
reports  that  an  an  oil  refinery  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  proposals 
from  American  manufacturers  In  a  position  to  supply  the  requisite  ma- 
chinery and  equipment  for  a  plant  for  the  production  of  edible  oils  under 
the  vacuum  process. 

General  representation,  No.  22291. — A  man  In  France  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
PQrters  In  that  country.  No  particular  line  Is  specified.  Correspondence  In 
English. 

Oil  nuts.  No.  22292. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  transmits  the  name 
of  a  firm  in  his  district  which  desires  to  communicate  with  American  Im- 
porters and  others  Interested  in  the' purchase  of  oil  nuts  for  medicinal 
and  other  purpose.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
or  Its  district  offices. 

Machinery,  No.  22293. — One  of  the  leading  wool  exporting  firms  In  New  Zealand 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  Us  desire  to  get  into  communication 
with  manufacturers  of  wool  carbonizing  nincliincry,  capable  of  treating  at 
least  eight  or  ten  bales  of  wool  per  day. 

Umbrella  frames,  No.  22294. — A  wholesale  dealer  in  Spain  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  tliat  he  Is  in  the  market  for  steel  and  Iron  frames  for 
umbrellas  and  sunshades.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

Paper,  No.  22295.— A  manufacturing  company  In  the  United  States  Informs  the 
Bureau  that  one  of  its  customers  In  Chile  Is  In  the  market  for  typewriter 
paper.  Reference.  A  sample  of  the  paper  desired  may  be  Inflected  at  the 
Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  MIscel.  No.  145.) 

n-AsnixcTo.N  :  covernmkxt  pristing  ofpicb  :  »w» 
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ALBERTA  BBEEDEBS  HOLD  ANITdAL  WOOL  SALE. 

(Consul  Harold  D.  Clam,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  .\ug.  24.] 

The  annual  wool  sale  of  the  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association 
was  held  at  Calgary  on  August  4.  A  total  of  280,515  pounds  of  wool 
was  disposed  of  for  $83,867,  the  average  price  being  29.9  cents  a 
pound. 

CUBA'S  OBEATEST  STTOAB  CBOF. 

[ComhI  Ilcnry  M.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  llabana.  .\ug.  15.1 

Figures  presented  in  the  August  14  issue  of  Himely's  Sugar  Ee- 
view  indicate  that  Cuba's  sugar  production  in  the  present  year  will 
be  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  estimate  of  3,000,000  tons  that  has  been 
the  consensus  of  opinion  of  experts^  and  will  surpass  by  approxi- 
mately 500,000  tons  the  largest  previous  production.  Mr.  Himely's 
figures,  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds,  are:  Total  arrivals  to  date,  2,939,556; 
total  exportation,  2,439,734;  consumption,  51,94G;  in  stock,  447,876. 
There  were  five  mills  still  grinding  during  the  week  ending  Au- 
gust 12. 

AUSTBALIAN  WHEAT  FOOL  TO  CONTmUE  AHOTHEE  YEAR 

[Molboni-nc  porrcsiiondence  In  London  Kconomlat  toe  .\ux.   1--1 

Several  inipoitivnt  stops  have  lately  lieen  tivken  in  coiiueetion  with 
the  Australian  wlieat  pool.  It  is  announced  that  a  sale  of  200,000 
tons  of  wheat  has  been  made  to  the  French  (Ttovernnient  for  delivery 
spread  over  12  months,  at  current  prices:  that  is.  tlie  pi-ioes  ruling 
at  present.  Arrangements  have  been  made  witli  (he  British  Govern- 
ment to  advance  sufficient  money  against  the  unsold  wheat  in  the  pool 
to  enable  the  Government  to  liquidate  the  over(haft  with  the  banks 
in  Australia. 

The  accoimts  of  the  pool  in  its  present  form  arc  to  be  closed  on 
September  30,  but  the  pool  will  require  to  be  continued  into  next 
year,  as  it  appears  impossible  to  dispose  of  all  the  wheat  this  year, 
while  the  freight  question  will  apparently  continue  to  be  more  or 
less  acute  until  the  war  terminates. . 

[For  earlier  references  to  the  Australinn  wheat  pool  see  Coumebce  Reports 
for  Dec.  11,  1915,  and  May  18,  1016.] 
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CONDITION  OF  SICILIAN  FKTTIT  CROPS. 

[Consul  Samuel  II.  Shank,  Palermo,  Italy,  Aag.  3.] 

The  average  production  of  lemons  in  Sicily  for  the  last  five  years 
was  558,800  tons,  while  the  production  for  1915  was  600,000.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  yield  for  this  year  will  be  a  little  below  the 
average. 

This  year's  crop  would  probably  have  been  above  the  average  had 
it  not  been  for  the  hot  winds  which  blew  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  July. 
The  heat  was  unprecedented,  reaching  45°  C.  (113°  F.).  Perhaps 
one-half  of  the  summer  crop  had  been  gathered  before  the  heat 
wave  came,  but  that  remaining  on  the  trees,  which  would  have  been 

fathered  in  July,  August,  and  September,  was  largely  destroyed, 
'ossibly  one-fourth  of  it  will  be  usable.  Some  orchards  that  were 
favorably  situated  and  some  fruit  that  was  protected  were  saved,  but 
this  was  a  small  proportion. 

Lemons  for  the  American  Harket. 

Lemon  shipments  from  Palermo  to  the  United  States  fpr  the  first 
seven  months  of  1915  amounted  to  1,294,184  boxes,  while  for  the  like 
period  this  year  the  number  of  boxes  was  1,037,095,  a  reduction  of 
257,089  boxes.  The  number  shipped  in  July  was  4,920  less  than 
last  year. 

Because  of  the  destruction  of  the  young  fruit  by  heat,  a  lack  of 
water,  and  a  scarcity  of  labor,  the  crop  of  1916-17  will  probably 
not  amount  to  more  tluvn  half  a  normal  one.  The  quantity  available 
for  export  to  the  United  States  will  depend  on  many  conditions 
Avhich  are  not  yet  to  be  foreseen.  The  opening  of  the  markets  of 
Europe  might  take  all  tlie  fruit  not  needed  for  domestic  consump- 
tion, leaving  practically  nothing  for  the  American  market.  Should 
the  conditions  of  the  European  market  remain  the  same  and  the 
price  in  America  continue  high,  naturally  all  that  could  be  spared 
from  domestic  upe  would  be  sliipped  to  the  United  States.  In  any 
event  it  seems  that  the  shipment  to  the  United  States  of  the  winter 
crop  which  commences  in  November  will  be  materially  reduced. 

Orapes  and  Olives. 

The  grape  crop  of  1915  in  Sicily  was  423,300. tons;  the  average  for 
the  five  years  ending  with  1915  was  669,900  tons.  At  present 
(August  1)  it  appears  that  the  crop  will  be  a  medium  one,  but  this 
can  not  be  stated  definitely  yet.  The  hot  winds  did  not  damage  the 
crop  to  any  great  extent,  and  the  prospects  for  a  normal  crop  are 
considered  good- 
It  was  believed  that  the  olive  crop  would  be  somewhat  larger  than 
the  average,  but  the  heat  has  damaged  the  crop  some  and  it  will 
probably  be  10  per  cent  short.  The  average  for  the  last  five  years 
Avas  172,400  tons. 

Concession  for  Sulphur  Plant  in  Chile. 

A  concession  of  mountain  land  near  Antofagasta  has  been  granted 
to  the  firm  of  Errazuriz  y  Paulsen  for  the  establishment  of  a  sulphur 
plant.  The  concession  is  for  five  years,  the  Chilean  Government  re- 
serving the  right  to  terminate  it  sooner,  according  to  the  decree  in 
the  Diario  Oficial  of  July  18, 
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CHINESE  TBADE  IN  FOBEION  SUNBBIES  AFFECTED. 

[Consul  Albert  W.  Pontius,  Foochow,  July  21.] 

Imports  of  foreign  sundries  into  the  Foochow  district  during  the 
past  year  amounted  to  more  than  $2,000,000.  About  20  native  firms 
are  handling  foreign  sundries  on  a  large  scale.  Such  firms  are 
styled  "  Su  Kuang,"  from  the  fact  that  formerly  all  of  the  sundries 
were  received  from  Soochow  (Su)  and  Canton  (Kuang),  although 
the  foreign  article  has  now  replaced  the  native  product  to  a  Jarge 
extent. 

Existing  financial  conditions  have  operated  to  make  the  trade  in 
general  less  extensive  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  resultant 
accumulation  of  stocks  has  caused  a  considerable  decline  in  prices 
during  the  past  few  months. 

Low  Japanese  Prices  an  Important  Factor. 

About  50  per  cent  of  the  trade  in  foreign  sundries  is  in  the  Japa- 
nese manufactured  articles,  the  cheapness  of  which  is  the  chief  ap- 
pealing factor.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  Japanese  articles 
nave  largely  replaced  the  imports  from  Germany,  Austria,  and 
Belgium. 

Most  of  the  foreign  sundries  are  imported  from  Hongkong  by  the 
native  merchants  here  through  brokers  or  agents  at  that  place,  and 
only  a  small  share  of  the  total  is  purchased  in  Shanghai. 

The  British  manufacturer  has  had  a  good  trade  in  simdries  in  the 
past,  on  account  of  the  location  of  British  firms  in  this  port  and  the 
near-by  trade  centers  of  Hongkong  and  Shanghai.  American  manu- 
facturers have  no  effective  representation  in  this  port,  and  their 
trade,  as  a  result,  is  a  negligible  quantity. 

Classes  of  Foreign  Sundries  Chiefly  in  Demand. 

Foreign  sundries  in  popular  demand  are  shell,  bone,  and  porcelain 
buttons,  candles,  enamelled  ware,  basins,  mugs,  cuspidors,  ewers, 
chambers,  window  glass,  handkerchiefs,  hats  and  caps,  lamps  and 
lampware,  mirrors,  needles,  perfumery,  cotton  thread  on  spools, 
shirts,  washing  and  toilet  soap,  toilet  wax,  and  umbrellas.  Full  par- 
ticulars concerning  these  articles,  with  prices,  may  be  obtained  by 
interested  inquirers  upon  application  to  this  consular  office. 

[A  list  of  native  firms  In  Foochow  which  have  facilities  for  ImiulliiiK  <-<>rr<<- 
»<porMlence  in  English  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureiiu  of  Foreisn  and  Domosiio 
Ommerco,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  liX'A'.  | 


SHIPBUHDING  ACTIVITY  ALONG  THE  BAY  OF  FUNDY. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Ricbardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  .\uj?.  23.] 

The  neighborhood  of  Parrsboro,  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  Minas  Basin, 
one  of  the  arms  of  the  upper  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  Icnown  locally  as 
the  "  seaport  town  "  of  Cumberland  County,  is  feeling  the  effect  of 
the  general  present  demand  for  ocean  tonnage.  Along  the  adjacent 
shore  four  large  wooden  sailing  vessels  are  on  the  stocks.  At  Parrs- 
boro proper  a  good  sized  three-masted  schooner  has  recently  been 
laid  down,  while  at  Advocate  and  Port  Greville,  near-by  towns,  sev- 
eral ocean-going  craft  are  in  course  of  construction.  Ship  carpen- 
ters and  woodworkers  are  in  demand  and  are  receiving  excellent 
■wages. 
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SCIENCE  CONaUEBS  OBSTACLE  TO  FISEAFPLE  OBOWTH. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Uonolulu,  July  2&] 

A  discovery  which  may  greatly  increase  the  output  of  pineapples 
in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  has  been  announced  by  M.  O.  Johnson, 
chemist  of  the  United  States  experiment  station  in  Hololuhi.  He  has 
developed  a  method  of  neutralizing  the  action  of  manganese  on  pine- 
apples grown  on  soils  heavily  impregnated  with  this  mineral. 

An  area  variously  estimated  at  6,0()0  to  10,000  acres  on  this  island 
has  black-top  soils  whicli  are  impregnated  with  manganese  in  pro- 
portions up  to  2  or  3  per  cent  of  the  weight  per  acre-foot.  When 
pineapples  are  planted  on  these  soils  they  grow  well  for  a  time,  but 
as  the  harvest  time  approaches  the  leaves  drop  and  become  j'ellow. 
The  fruit  usually  forms,  but  does  not  develop  properly,  and  it  ripens 
before  attaining  full  maturity,  or,  on  the  worst  lancfs,  fruit  hardly 
forms  at  all. 

The  manganese  pineapple  is  not  good  to  eat  out-of-hand  and  is 
hardly  worth  canning,  for  no  sugar  is  formed  and  the  juices  have 
a  peculiar  acidity.  In  years  past  much  good  money  that  has  been 
put  into  pineapple  plantations  has  vanished  because  of  the  poor  crops 
of  unsalable  fruit  produced  on  fields  containing  abnormal  quantities 
of  manganese. 

The  subject  has  been  investigated  by  the  Hawaii  experiment  sta- 
tion. Bulletins  26  and  28  and  press  bulletin  23  dealt  witli  it.  From 
a  practical  standpoint,  all  that  liad  been  accomplished  imtil  recently 
was  to  advi.sc  prospective  i)lanters  to  have  chemical  analyses  made  of 
their  soils,  and  if  they  found  manganese  present,  not  to  plant  pine- 
apples. 
Foor  Besults  Obtained  from  Fertilizer  Ezperimeats. 

Fertilizer  experiments  have  been  undertaken,  but  no  residts  were 
obtained  except  from  barnyard  manure.  "When  manure  was  added 
to  the  fields  at  the  rate  of  12  or  more  tons  per  acre,  the  pineapple 
grower  sometimes  had  a  fairly  nonnal  crop  of  the  ripened  product 
and  sometimes  did  not.  Stable  manure  at  the  rate  of  12  tons  per 
acre  was  an  expensive  proposition,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Army 
post  at  Leilehua,  even  enough  manure  for  exiieriniental  purposes 
would  not  have  been  obtainable. 

In  the  investigati(  ns  conducted  during  the  past  year,  charts  were 
prepared,  and  soil  and  pineapple-plant  analyses  plotted,  with  the  re- 
sult that  it  was  obsoivod  that  the  manganese  dioxide  present  in  the 
soils  was  alkaline  in  its  reaction  and  that  when  it  occurred  in  unusual 
proportions  it  rendered  all  the  iron  in  the  soil  insoluble.  It  therefore 
appeared  that  the  sick  pineapples  were  dying  for  lack  of  iron, 
although  chemical  analyses  allowed  as  high  as  20  to  30  per  cent  of 
iron  present  in  the  soils.  The  case  was  parallel  to  that  of  the  "  ancient 
mariner "  who  saw  "  water,  water  everywhere,  but  not  a  drop  to 
drink." 

There  was  an  abundance  of  iron  in  the  Kunia  and  Wahiawa  soils, 
but  it  was  locked  up  with  the  manganese  so  firmly  that  the  pineapple 
roots  could  not  get  hold  of  any  of  it.  The  experiments  proved  that 
it  was  lack  of  soluble  iron  that  was  causing  the  trouble.  By  means 
of  the  simple  expedient  of  injecting  a  hypodermic  needleful  of  iron 
sulphate  solution  into  a  yellow  and  discouraged-looking  pineapple 
plant,  a  change  was  produced,  for  it  promptly  turned  green,  took  on 
a  new  lease  of  life,  and  grew  as  all  proper  pineapples  should  grow. 
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Field  Ezperimentt  Show  Kethod  of  Treatment. 

It  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  inject  iron  into  each  individunl 
pineapple  plant,  and  field  experiments  were  undertaken  to  find  some 
other  way.  No  results  were  obtained  by  putting  iron  salts  into  the 
soil,  where  they  could  be  taken  up  by  the  roots  in  the  usual  way,  so 
the  plan  of  painting  or  wetting  the  leaves  with  a  copperas  solution 
was  tried  and  proved  successful.  Sick  pines,  with  yellow,  droopy 
leaves,  were  able  to  absorb  enough  iron  through  their  leaves  to  satisfy 
their  needs. 

The  ripening  of  tlie  pines  has  been  watched  with  consideralile 
interest,  as  some  doubts  were  felt  as  to  the  flavor  of  the  pineap])les 
tliemselves.  The  palatability  tests,  just  performed,  have  indicated 
no  appreciable  difference  between  the  flavor  of  the  treated  pines 
grown  on  manganese  soil  and  the  normal  pines  grown  on  the -best 
pineapple  land.  The  intense  acidity  of  the  imtreated  pines  ou 
manganese  soil  is  well  known  to  those  familiar  with  local  pineapple 
problems. 

The  details  of  the  application  of  this  method  have  not  been  fully 
perfected,  as  the  most  suitable  strength  of  solution,  the  number  of 
sprayings,  and  other  matters  are  being  worked  out.  Some  of  them 
are  best  determined  by  the  pineapple  growers  themselves,  especially 
where  the  individual  facilities  for  work  may  vary  considerably. 

SUCCESSFTTL  OFEEATION  OF  AGBABIAH  FIESOE  LAW. 

(Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robpi-tson,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  July  20;  sapplementtne 
article  published  in  Coumkbcg  Rgfobts  for  Apr.  21,  1910,  p.  282.] 

The  Director  of  the  Division  of  Rural  Economy  and  Agricultural 
Statistics  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Argentina  has  fur- 
nished data  of  the  operation  of  the  agrarian  pledge  law  for  the  month 
of  June,  1916,  of  which  a  digest  has  been  published  in  several  Argen- 
tine newspapers.  These  statistics  show  that  the  law  is  producing 
excellent  results,  there  having  been  1,122  contracts  entered  into  for  a 
total  sum  of  11,500,000  pesos  paper  ($1,882,900  American  currency), 
equally  distributed  between  cattle  breeding  and  agriculture  in  Buenos 
Aires,  Cordoba,  Santa  F6,  and  the  Pampa  Central.  Proportion- 
ately, also,. the  small  producer  has  been  well  served,  especially . as 
i-egards  small  loans  during  seeding  time. 

Thus,  according  to  La  Nacion,  the  success  of  the  law  has  been 
proven  by  the  first  18  months'  working,  agrarian  pledges  making 
credit  available  for  the  small  man  outside  the  ordinary  sphere  of 
banking  operations. 

The  official  report  shows  that  fears  as  to  the  repayment  of  the 
advances  made  against  the  security  of  pledges  have  been  groundless, 
and  that  there  has  been  no  need  for  judicial  action,  and  but  few  cases 
of  renewal,  the  latter  being  as  a  rule  justified  by  bad  weather  or  other 
accidental  conditions — all  of  this  speaking  well  for  the  manner  in 
which  debtors  have  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  law. 

The  opinion  is  expressed  that,  in  view  of  the  above-mentioned 
results,  the  system  of  agrarian  pledges  is  one  that  should  be  more 
generally  adopted  by  the  banks  here  as  affording  a  safe  and  profitable 
method  of  reducing  the  congestion  caused  by  their  heavy  deposits. 
It  is  claimed  that  these  operations  should  be  especially  encouraged 
by  the  Banco  de  la  Naci6n  Argentina,  since  the  pledges  are  safe  and 
of  rapid  circulation,  the  agricultural  cycle  being  but  six  months. 
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DEHAND  FOB  AUEBICAN  PAFEB  BAGS  ABBOAO. 
SOVTH  AmiCA. 

[Vice  Consul  Charles  H.  Helslcr,  Cape  Town,  June  29.J 

Merchants  in  South  Africa  fear  a  shortage  in  paper  bags  if  extra 
supplies  are  not  soon  forthcoming.  Shipments  of  such  bags,  prin- 
cipally from  England  in  the  past,  are  received  in  decreasing  quan- 
tities, and  as  English  manufacturers  are  not  accepting  future  orders 
the  present  stocks  on  hand  will  soon  be  practically  e^austed,  unless 
it  is  possible  to  obtain  a  good  source  of  supply  elsewhere. 

The  bags  used  in  Cape  of  Good  Hope  are  not  home  products. 
Besides  those  imported  from  England,  there  have  been  some  from 
the  United  States.  The  sale  of  American  bags  is  very  small  in 
comparison  with  the  English  trade.  The  American  bag  is  used 
only  by  confectioners  and  fruit  dealers,  while  the  English,  which 
is  made  of  drab  or  kraft  paper,  is  used  almost  exclusively  by  grocers 
and  general  dealei's  throughout  the  coimtry. 

Present  Price  Said  to  be  Double  Pre-War  Kate. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  give  any  idea  of  present  cost  prices,  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  paper  and  the  fact  that  English  manu- 
facturers will  not  submit  quotations.  The  pre-war  ppce  for  English 
bags  was  £17  ($82.73)  per  ton,  packing  free,  in  bales  of  100  parcels, 
each  parcel  of  5  pounds,  sizes  from  |  to  25.  The  present  price  is 
said  to  be  about  double  the  pre-war  rate. 

Paper  bags,  not  printed  upon,  are  classified  under  No.  193  of 
the  South  ^rican  import  tariff  and  pay  an  import  duty  of  20  per 
cent  ad  valorem.  A  rebate  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem  is  accorded 
to  manufacturers  of  such  articles  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  recip- 
rocating British  colonies. 

[Samples  of  English  and  American  bags,  supplied  by  a  local  firm  as  typical 
examples  of  paper  bags  used  on  the  Cape  Town  market,  may  be  inspected,  and 
lists  of  wholesale  grocers  importing  paper  bags  and  of  manufacturers'  agents 
Interested  in  such  articles,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  and  its  district  or  cooperative  officers.  Refer  to  file  No. 
78901.] 

CAHART  ISLAHBS. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  TencrlHe,  July  15.] 

Prices  High  and  Expected  to  Oo  Higher. 

Paper  bags  of  all  classes  and  thin  manila  paper  for  packing  fruits 
are  scarce  in  this  market,  and  prices  have  increased  33^  per  cent  since 
January.  This  affords  an  opportunity  for  American  producers  of 
these  articles,  especially  as  a  decided  price  increase  is  expected  by 
dealers  here,  in  view  of  large  supplies  needed  to  pack  the  coming 
crop. 

Imports  of  "fruit"  paper  and  of  paper  bags  in  1914  totaled 
$173,700,  and  the  amounts  from  various  countries  were:  Belgium, 
$9,800;  Germany,  $11,900;  United  Kingdom,  $28,000;  Netherlands, 
$33,000;  Norway,  $50,000;  Spain,  $12,000;  Sweden,  $29,000. 

Careful  estimates  give  a  total  of  $231,465  during  1915  for  the 
same  classes  of  merchandise.  This  means  increased  values  due  to 
higher  prices,  with  quantities  stationary.  Supplies  from  Grermany 
and  Belgium  were  cut  off  in  1915,  while  the  Netherlands  and  Great 
Britain  contributed  greatly  reduced  quantities.    For  the  first  six 
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months  of  1916  practically  all  "  fruit "  paper  has  come  from  Scan- 
dinavian manufacturers,  but  is  said  to  be  increasingly  difficult  to 
procure,  while  prices  are  rapidly  advancing. 

Dimensions  of  Frvit  Paper  Sold  at  Tenerlffe. 

"  Fruit"  paper  (so  called  in  the  trade)  is  extremely  light  and  has 
a  yellow  color.  It  is  commonly  sold  here  in  the  following  dimen- 
sions: 50  by  76,  25  by  25,  21  by  21, 19  by  19,  17  by  17,  and  15  by  15 
centimeters.     (Centimeter=0.3937  inch.) 

The  Scandinavian  "fruit"  paper  arrives  in  bales  of  75  kilos  (165 
pounds)  net;  gross  weight,  176  pounds.  The  present  price  is  $0.23 
per  kilo  (10|  cents  per  pound). 

The  changes  in  price  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  have  been: 
In  July,  1914,  " fruit"  paper  was  73  pesetas  per  100  kilos:  in  July, 
1915,  it  was  90,  and  on  July  14,  1916,  it  had  reached  120.  Prices  by 
September,  when  it  will  be  used  for  the  fall  crop  of  bananas  and 
vegetables,  are  expected  to  show  an  additional  advance  of  from  10 
to  15  per  cent.  I*rices  quoted  are  wholesale  by  jobbers  to  packers. 
Approximately  15  per  cent  less  would  indicate  the  c.  i.  f.  prices  at 
Canary  ports  made  by  Scandinavian  factories.  (Peseta=$0.193; 
kilo=2.2  pounds). 

The  bulk  of  the  paper  bags  for  this  market  are  manufactured  by 
Iiand  in  Teneriffe,  at  a  single  factory.  Labor  is  cheap,  mostly  child 
labor,  and  the  pay  is  30  cents  for  a  10-hour  day.  The  bags  are  crude, 
in  a  few  sizes  only,  and  can  not  compare  for  utility  with  the  Ameri- 
can article.  The  sizes  produced  here  are:  Eighths,  11  by  7  inches; 
quarters,  13^  by  8}  inches;  halves,  17  by  10^  inches.  Wholesale 
prices  per  thousand  are,  respectively,  12,  18,  and  28  pesetas.  These 
prices  include  printing  at  discretion  of  buyer, 
stocks  of  Paper  for  Bag  Kannfacture  Exhausted. 

Paper  for  bag  manufacture  has  come  entirely  from  Germany,  and 
iudicious  buying  of  heavy  pre-war  stocks  has  kept  prices  down.  Ex- 
haustion of  these  old  stocks  is  now  announced,  and  supplies  must 
come  from  Sweden,  Norway,  or  the  United  States. 

The  usual  terms  for  this  class  of  merchandise  are  cash  against 
documents  at  a  Canarj[  Island  port,  but  introductory  sales  at  from 
30  to  00  days  would  assist  matenully  in  opening  the  market  to  Amer- 
ican producers.  In  dealing  with  the  higher  class  of  buyers  it  might 
prove  quite  feasible.  Freights  from  New  York  to  Canary  ports 
arc  now  quoted  at  $40  per  ton  or  per  40  cubic  feet,  which  is  prac- 
tically the  same  as  the  Cadiz,  Spain,  rate.  The  rate  from  Scandi- 
navian ports  was  recently  at  $25,  giving  a  small  advantage  to  those 
ports  as  against  American  shipments.  1  here  are  no  duties  on  "  fruit  '" 
paper,  wrapping  paper,  or  paper  bags,  in  Canary  ports. 

BRITISH  CHIKA. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Cnrleton,  Ilongkoni;.  Jirno  8.] 

Bestricted  to  European  and  Chinese  Department  Stores. 

The  trade  in  paper  bags  of  all  sizes  has  never  been  of  material  im- 
portance in  Hongkong,  for  the  use  of  bags  is  practically  restricted 
to  European  and  Chinese  department  stores,  which  form  a  very  small 
percentage  of  the  retailers  in  the  colony.  The  purchases  of  the  larger 
stores  have  been  extremely  limited,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  con- 
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siderable  volume  of  trade  will  ever  be  developed,  although  with  low 
prices  and  educative  propaganda  among  the  lesser  Chinese  merchants, 
the  demand  would  no  doubt  be  largely  increased  over  what  it  now  is. 

For  general  marketing  purposes  the  Chinese  use  no  bags,  and  in 
case  of  perishable  merchandise  a  substitute  of  dried  lily  leaf  is  em- 
ployed. This  can  be  bought  at  a  very  low  price,  which  precludes  any 
effective  competition  by  paper  bags  even  of  the  most  inferior  class. 
In  the  case  of  eggs  and  other  articles  of  a  similar  nature,  the  native 
shopkeepers  make,  by  hand,  a  rough  bag  out  of  the  poorest  Chinese 
paper,  and  for  fish,  a  fiber  basket  costing  but  a  cent  or  two  is  used. 

The  imported  bags  have  been  bought  chiefly  in  England,  although 
the  United  States  furnishes  some  stocks.  The  bags  bought  for  this 
market  range  from  ^  to  6  pounds,  and  are  of  the  cheaper  grades. 
According  to  prices  for  1913,  furnished  to  the  American  consulate, 
the  American  bag  was  cheaper  than  the  English,  but  this  was  due 
to  heavy  discounts  granted  by  an  American  exporting  house. 

The  following  prices  (in  United  States  currency)  were  paid  in 
1913  per  thousana  for  bags  from  England  and  the  United  States, 
respectively:  Size  |  pound,  64  cents  from  England,  50  cents  from 
United  States;  |  pound,  66  cents  and  60  cents;  1  pound,  72  cents  and 
76  cents ;  2  pounds,  $1.08  and  $1 ;  3  pounds,  $1.56  and  $1.25 ;  4  pounds, 
$1.80  and  $1.45;  6  pounds,  $2.22  and  $2. 

[A  list  of  Hongkong  importers  and  merchants  possibly  interested  may  be  ob- 
tained from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Clommerce,  Its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78409.] 

SAMOA. 

[Consul  Mason  Ultcbell,  Apia,  Uay  23.] 
Anstralia  is  Chief  Sonroe  of  Supply. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  paper  bags  in  Samoa,  but  those 
which  are  used  here  are  obtained  largely  from  Sydney,  Australia, 
with  a  few  from  America.  The  sizes  that  find  a  sale  here  are  the 
i,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6  pound  in  lighter  paper  and  the  14-pound  heavy 
paper  bags. 

The  bags  from  Sydney  are  laid  down  in  Apia,  all  charges  paid,  as 
follows,  per  thousand:  ^-pound,  61  cents;  1-pound,  95  cents; 
2-pound,  $1.14;  3-pound,  $1.42;  4-pound,  $1.56;  5-pound,  $1.89; 
6-pound,  $2.03.  Or  these  amounts  25  per  cent  is  for  freight,  customs 
duties,  landing  charges,  etc.  Import  duties  levied  on  paper  bags  in 
Samoa  are  at  the  rate  of  12  J  per  cent. 

[Samples  of  bags  from  Sydney  that  are  sold  in  Samoa  may  be  Inspected,  and 
names  of  importers  of  paper  bags  at  Apia,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  ond  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  794S6b.] 

NEW  NAVIGATION  COMPANY  IN  PUNTA  AEENAS. 

The  Chilean  Government  has  given  official  approval  to  the  organi- 
zation of  La  Fortuna  Navigation  Co.  of  Punta  Arenas.  This  com- 
pany has  a  paid-up  capital  of  £20,000  ($97,000),  and  its  purpose  is 
to  navigate  the  Strait  of  Magellan  and  adjacent  canals,  calling  at 
the  ports  of  Patagonia  and  Tierra  del  Fuego  and  Malvinas  Islands. 
It  will  purchase  or  lease  boats  to  be  used  m  this  coastwise  service, 
beginning  operations  before  the  1st  of  October. 
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BEaVLAHONS  TOK  SECOND  SAMPLE  FAIB  IN  FRANCE. 

[Consul  J.  E.  Jones,  Ljon,  Aug.  8.] 

Plans  for  the  second  sample  fair  at  Lyon,  to  be  held  during  the 
first  two  weeks  of  March,  1917j  have  been  published  in  a  circular  that 
has  just  been  issued.  It  is  pointed  out  that  this  fair  may  produce  a 
large  increase  in  the  export  business,  as  demonstrated  by  the  exposi- 
tion of  1916,  which  attracted  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Lyon  is  particularly  weU  located  to  hold  a  great  sample  fair.  It 
is  at  the  gates  of  the  South  of  France,  near  Spain  and  Italy,  adjoin- 
ing Switzerland,  with  railroad  accommodations  second  to  none,  and 
stands  at  the  junction  of  all  the  roads  to  central  Europe.  It  is 
stated  that  Lyon  is  in  direct  and  rapid  communication  with  all  the 
great  ports,  and  that  its  importance  as  a  railway  center  is  indicated 
by  its  nirte  stations,  where  eight  railway  systems  meet.  The  city 
itself  has  a  population  of  more  than  700,000. 

The  Lyon  Fair  does  not  consist  simply  of  windows  and  show 
cases,  where  merchandise  is  displayed  to  the  gaze  of  the  public, 
but  of  real  shops  and  showrooms,  where  manufacturers  control  their 
own  exhibits.  Each  one  arranges  his  samples,  patterns,  or  models, 
and  receives  prospective  purchasers.  He  is  strictly  forbidden,  how- 
ever, to  deliver  any  article  during  the  period  of  the  fair  or  to  sell 
any  article  of  goods  at  retail. 

Interestinir  Catalo^e  to  be  Tnblished. 

An  interesting  catalogue  is  to  be  published,  giving  the  list  of 
e^iibitors  and  articles.  This  makes  it  easy  to  locate  an  exhibit.  Tho 
date  of  publication  will  be  early  in  1917,  and  all  advertisements 
should  be  in  the  printer's  hands  between  September  15  and  December 
31, 1916. 

The  fair  will  be  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone,  which  are  very 
broad  and  ornamented  by  double  rows  of  trees.  These  are  served  by 
an  admirable  system  of  tramways  reaching  any  part  of  the  city. 

During  the  1917  fair,  many  public  buildings  are  to  be  utilized, 
as  was  the  case  last  year,  for  overflow  exhibits. 

Booths  are  really  little  shops,  complete  in  every  detail,  and  ex- 
tending for  some  6  miles  on  both  sides  of  the  Rhone.  These  shops 
are  about  13  feet  6  inches  square,  occupying  an  area  of  about  20 
square  yards,  which  gives  interior  measurements  of  13  feet  square. 
Those  who  need  the  space  are  permitted  to  hire  two  or  more  stands. 
In  that  event  all  partitions  are  to  be  removed  or  so  arranged  as  to 
provide  a  private  oflBce  with  a  communicating  door.  The  stands  have 
wooden  floors  and  ceilings  10  feet  high,  with  fronts  of  glass.  Each 
is  permitted  to  furnish  his  own  stand  as  he  pleases. 

The  general  rule  is  that  a  stand  can  not  be  held  by  more  than  one 
exhibitor,  but  for  the  less  important  industries  the  committee  has 
decided  to  let  semidetached  stands,  each  complete  in  itself,  6  feet  9 
inches  front  by  13^  feet  in  depth. 

Sections  In  Qallery  of  the  Minor  Industries. 

For  those  exhibitors  who  have  only  one  article,  and  esjjecially 
for  inventors,  there  is  to  be  special  provision  in  the  "  gallery  of  the 
minor  industries,"  containing  sections  32  inches  wide  and  11  feet 
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high,  with  a  table  for  demonstrations  and  a  chair.    To  this  gallery 
the  public  will  be  admitted  free  of  charge. 

The  committee  emphasizes  the  point  that  the  charge  for  the  stands 
is  based  upon  actual  cost  of  construction.  The  stand  1-3  feet  6  inches 
square  costs  550  francs  ($106),  without  any  furnishings.  Numerous 
firms  in  Lyon  let  furniture  and  rugs,  charging  a  small  amount.    Tlie 

{)rice  of  one  of  the  semidetached  stands  is  350  francs  ($68),  and  a 
ocation  in  the  gallery  of  minor  industries  costs  130  francs  ($25). 

As  the  stands  are  constructed  according  to  the  number  of  applica- 
tions, it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  those  who  intend  to  exhibit 
make  application  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  time  limit 
has  been  fixed  at  December  31,  1916,  and  all  applications  should 
be  made  on  special  forms. 

It  is  required  that  each  stand  shall  have  a  person  in  charge  to 
give  explanations  and  take  ordei-s.  If  the  manufacturer  can  not 
come  or  .send  a  representative,  the  management  will  provide  a  capublo 
person.  Thi-s,  it  is  stated,  is  without  prejudice  and  does  not  b:n<l 
m  any  way. 

The  payment  of  half  the  amount  due,  275  francs  for  each  full 
stand  hired  and  175  francs  for  a  semidetached  stand,  must  be  madv 
by  a  draft  due  September  30,  1916,  for  all  applications  made  and 
accepted  before  September  15.  Applications  made  after  that  date 
should  be  accompanied  by  checks  or  money  orders.  Payment  of 
the  second  half  of  the  amount  charged  is  due  on  or  before  Decemljcr 
31,  1916.  More  than  500  applications  liave  already  been  received 
for  space  at  the  second  fair.  - ,  ^ 

System  of  Fubliclty  Organized  Throughout  World. 

The  directors  point  out  that  a  vast  system  of  publicity  has  been 
organized  throughout  the  world  in  order  to  attract  a  great  throng 
of  buyers.  Early  in  January  each  exhibitor  will  be  notified  of  tlie 
exact  location  of  his  stand.  The  committee  also  holds  at  the  dis- 
posal of  stand  holders,  at  cost  price,  cards  of  invitation  which  may 
be  used  by  them.  These  cards  are  to  be  beautifully  engraved  and 
stamped  with  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  city. 

The  official  catalogue  will  appear  toward  the  end  of  January, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  distributed  in  foreign  countries.  Each  stand 
holder  will  receive  a  copy  free.  Published  under  the  direction  of  the 
committee,  it  will  contain  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  the  stand  holdei-s 
i-ecorded  up  to  December  31,  1916;  a  list  of  the  exhibitors  grouped 
according  to  their  professions,  trades,  etc.;  a  list  of  the  goods  ex- 
hibited by  each,  and  a  list  of  firms  according  to  their  countries  of 
origin. 

The  iiusrription  of  stand  holders  in  these  lists  is  gratis,  but  in 
addition  to  these  gratuitous  notices,  each  exhibitor  may  obtain  the 
insertion  of  supplementary  lines  or  notices  by  paying  for  tliem. 
Applications  received  and  granted  after  December  31,  1916,  will  not 
appear  in  tlie  official  catalogue,  but  in  a  supplement  which  will  be 
issued  at  the  opening  of  the  fair. 

The  French  Government  has  decreed  to  the  fair  the  privileges  of 
bonded  warehouses,  and  in  this  way  it  will  benefit  by  the  tempo- 
rary admission  of  goods,  free  of  duty.  Thus,  products  and  articles 
may  enter  France  without  paying  any  duty,  and  gold  and  silver 
articles  will  not  be  hall-marked  or  stamped. 
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Ininranoc  Agalnit  All  Xlsks  and  Claims. 

Insurance  provided  will  insure  by  a  single  contract  all  objects  sent 
to  the  fair  from  the  moment  they  leave  the  workshop,  factory,  ware- 
house, or  depot  until  their  return  there  against  all  risks  such  as  fire, 
theft,  voyage  by  land  or  sea,  damage  from  water,  breakages,  and 
risks  of  war,  as  well  as  against  all  actions,  claims  by  neighbors,  ten- 
ants' risks,  civic  responsibilities,  etc.  It  is  universal  and  complete 
insurance,  without  a  complicated  contract.  Each  stand  holder  is  re- 
quested to  indicate  the  total  sum  for  which  he  wishes  to  be  insured. 
The  premium  will  vary  according  to  the  country  of  origin  of  the 
goods.  The  insurance  is  obligatory.  It  is  recommended  that  those 
who  intend  to  exhibit  make  arrangements  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment 

A  special  department  has  been  organized  at  the  American  consu- 
late in  Lyon,  where  all  matters  concerning  the  fair  will  receive 
prompt  and  careful  attention.  It  is  urged  that  new  catalogues  be 
sent  to  the  American  consul  at  Lyon  as  early  as  possible,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  promptly  listed  and  arranged. 

•  [A  seven-page  description  of  the  first  sample  fair  at  Lyon  wns  published  la 
OoHMEBCE  Rkpokts  fof  May  5,  1016.  A  preliminary  statement  regarding  the 
second  fair  appeared  In  the  Issue  of  Aug.  22,  1916,  and  an  announcement  froin 
the  American  representative  In  tlmt  of  Aug.  29,  1916.  Copies  of  Uie  entry  forms 
to  be  used  by  exhibitors,  upon  which  are  also  printed  the  regulations  applying 
to  the  fair,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, or  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79650.] 


'    AKEBICAK  CONSTTL&B  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
Jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

III 

Address. 

Hale,  F.  r> 

HuddersfielO,  England 
Cheloo,  ChtDa 

Fept.   J 
Oct.     I 
Sept.  10 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.   14 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  IS 
Nov.    1 

Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Galena,  HK 

Jeweh  John  P ..... . 

Kemper,  Graham  H 

Erfurt,  Germany 

Port  Antorio.  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo.  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada . . . 
St.  Qoll,  Switzerland. 

Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

)  0. 

Lsbii!,  James  Oliver 

C/o  University  Clnb,  Kansas  City,  Ho. 

Osborne,' John  Ball 

I  epartment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Mansfleld,  Robert  E 

Pike,  William  J 

Ku^hvUle,  Ind.         '              -      •         - 
Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Canal  and  Paving  Works  in  Montevideo. 

The  Congress  o!"  Uruguay  has  decreed  that  plans  shall  be  made  for 
dredging  and  making  into  a  canal  the  River  Miguelete,  which  runs 
through  Montevideo  and  empties  into  the  bay.  The  decree,  which  is 
published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  July  17,  states  that  in  audition  to 
the  work  in  the  stream,  an  avenue  is  to  be  laid  out  on  each  bank, 
draining,  grading,  and  paving  will  be  done,  bridges  built,  and  light- 
ing and  general  ornamentation  added.  Plans  for  the  work  must  be 
submitted  for  approval  to  Congress. 
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CBOP  CONDITIONS  IN  HGNSiniAS. 

[Consul  E.  U.  Lawton,  Tegucigalpa,  Aug.  10.] 

The  present  outlook  for  agricultural  crops  in  Honduras  for  1916 
promise  satisfactory  returns.  For  the  years  1914  and  1915  this 
country  suffered  from  drought  with  added  devastation  caused  by  a 
grasshopper  plague.  In  comparison,  the  year  1916  has  so  far  l)een 
most  seasonable,  with  abundant  rains,  and  the  grasshoppers  have 
almost  entirely  disappeared,  having  been  seen  in  but  two  or  three 
Departments  of  the  Kepublic. 

The  general  rainfall  in  some  sections  has  been  excessive,  so  that 
the  bottom  lands  have  had  too  much  moisture.  The  beginning  of 
August  usually  marks  about  half  of  the  annual  rainfall,  so  that  there 
is  some  apprehension  that  the  secondary  crops  which  are  usually 
planted  in  September  will  ajso  be  injured  by  a  wet  season.  How- 
ever, the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  of  the  opuiion  that  the  crops 
for  the  curi-ent  year  will  probably  be  50  per  cent  better  than  for 
1915. 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

As  a  nucleus  for  more  extensive  development  later,  the  Hondura.'^ 
Department  of  Agi-iculture  has  started  experimental  farming  near 
Tegucigalpa.  A  considerable  tract  of  ground  belonging  to  the  State, 
located  on  the  Carretara  del  Sur,  some  5  miles  from  this  city,  has 
been  selected. 

Nursery  work,  as  well  as  horticulture  and  farming,  will  be  tried 
and  the  Government  officials  state  that  it  is  intended  to  add  tp.ibe 
work  gradually  so  that  the  present  modest  beginnings  will  eventually 
become  a  complete  experimental  station  and  agricultural  school.  The 
ground  is  rolling  with  both  lowlands  and  uplands  for  trials  on  dry 
as  well  as  irrigated  farming. 

Dr.  Manuel  S.  Lopez,  Minister  of  Fomento  and  Agriculture,  is  for 
the  present  the  person  to  be  addressed  in  regard  to  the  work. 


WINE-CBOF  FBOSFECTS  IN  ALSACE-LOBBAINE. 

[Consul  MIlo  A.  Jewett,  Kehl,  Germany,  Aug.  G.] 

According  to  reports  from  various  parts  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  it 
appears  that  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  the  1916  wine  crop 
in  that  district  will  not  be  more  than  half  a  normal  yield.  The  vines 
l)udded  very  early,  and  up  to  the  middle  of  May  it  looked  as  though 
the  blossoms  would  be  early  also.  From  the  middle  of  May  to  the 
end  of  July  the  weather  was  wet  and  cool,  and  as  a  result  blossoming 
was  slow  and  many  blossoms  failed  to  develop  into  grapes.  Mildew- 
appeared  in  many  places  but  not  to  a  very  imusual  extent.  More 
serious  damage  has  been  done  by  oidium.  Owing  to  shortage  of 
labor,  the  vineyards  have  not  received  as  much  attention  as  they 
required. 

Opening  of  Branch  Ballway  in  Venecada. 

The  Government  of  Venezuela  announced,  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial  of 
July  27,  the  opening  to  public  service  of  a  branch  of  the  Boliyar 
Railway  between  Palma  Sola  and  San  Felipe. 
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CHANGES  nr  19EW  ZEALAIRD'S  COMMEBCE. 

[Consal  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  July  19.] 
Import  Figures  Oettintr  Nearer  Normal  Values. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  possessions  in  1914  supplied  imports 
into  Xew  Zealand  to  the  value  of  $85,892,664,  against  $53,676,006  for 
1904,  while  the  balance  of  the  world  sent  only  $20,470,017  and  $11,- 
008,023,  respectively.  From  the  United  States  goods  valued  at 
$11,110,054  were  received  in  1914,  against  $7,435,598  in  1904,  which 
shows  that  Americans  did  not  hold  their  relative  position  in  the 
struggle.  American  imports  for  1915,  however,  amounted  to  $12,- 
654,107j  against  the  United  Kingdom's  $54,218,001. 

The  imports  into  New  Zealand  for  the  five  months  ended  May  31, 
1916,  were  $46,113,222,  against  $38,713,280  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  1915,  and  $46,831,420  for  a  similar  period  in  1914,  showing 
n  return  to  about  the  value  of  imports  imder  normal  conditions.  This 
does  not  convey  a  very  accurate  impression  of  the  real  imports,  how- 
ever, since  the  prices  of  imported  articles  have  increased  at  least  20 
per  cent.  The  actual  imports,  therefore,  have  been  below  normal, 
which  leaves  stocks  very  short  at  this  time. 

New  Record  in  Dairy  Products  and  Frozen  Heat 

The  exports  of  dairy  products  and  frozen  meat  from  New  Zealand 
for  1915  were  in  excess  of  any  previous  year.  Butter  valued  at 
$13,142,591  was  exported  in  1915  against  $11,380,680  in  1914;  the 
cheese  figures  were  $13,286,572  and  $12,478,314,  respectively ;  and  the 
froken  meat  exports  for  1915  were  valued  at  $37,931,423,  against  $28,- 
532,591  for  1914.  These  records  were  more  than  maintained  during 
the  first  three  months  of  1916. 

During  May,  1916,  shipments  of  3,296,926  pounds  of  frozen  meat 
were  made  from  Auckland  to  English  ports.  This  was  more  than 
double  the  amount  shipped  during  May,  1915.  These  exports  from 
Auckland  during  the  last  eleven  months  show  an  increase  of  about 
32  per  cent. 
Beport  on  Per  Capita  Wealth  and  Inde'btedness. 

The  per  capita  wealth  of  New  Zealand,  according  to  a  statement 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Finance,  amounts  to  $2,277,  with  the  State 
and  local  indebtedness  at  $525.58,  and  mortgage  indebtedness  at 
$549.51.  Imports  were  given  as  $97.33  per  capita  and  exports  as 
$141.12  per  capita. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  the  New  Zealand 
Government  registered  mortgages  covering  the  entire  dominion  to 
the  value  of  $108,722,793,  and  during  that  time  mortgages  to  the 
value  of  $60,781,651  were  released,  making  the  increased  mortgage  in- 
debtedness during  the  year  $47,941,142.  The  total  mortgage  indebt- 
edness of  the  country  is  given  as  $557,448,913. 

During  the  past  four  years  the  rate  of  interest  paid  has  ma- 
terially increased.  In  1911  fully  60  per  cent  of  the  loans  were  made 
at  5  per  cent  or  less,  while  in  1915  fully  65  per  cent  of  the  mortgages 
were  draAving  more  than  5  per  cent. 

Kanri-Onm  Industry  Suffers  from  Effects  of  War. 

There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  exports  of  kauri  gum  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1916,  as  compared  with  1915,  but  far  below  the 
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quantity  for  the  lii*st  six  months  of  1914.  A  very  large  proportion 
of  this  went  to  the  United  States — 2,311  tons,  as  against  615  tons  for 
all  Europe.  The  gum  industry  in  New  Zealand  has  suffered  seriously 
on  account  of  the  war.  During  the  month  of  June,  the  supplies  in 
Auckland  increased  materially  and  reached  a  total  of  560  tons,  but 
they  were  principally  of  an  inferior  quality. 

Decreased  Khaki  Demand  to  Aid  in  Supplying  Other  Needs. 

According  to  late  information  given  out,  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment has  consumed  in  woolen  khaki  piece  goods  for  uniforms,  over- 
coats, working  sliirts,  and  trousers  for  soldiers,  from  80  to  90  per 
cent  of  the  output  of  the  New  2^aland  woolen  mills  during  thv 
months  from  January  to  August.  It  is  expected  that  the  Govern- 
ment demand  for  khaki  will  be  materially  reduced  after  September  1, 
when  the  woolen  mills  may  be  able  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
ordinary  trade  in  the  more  common  woolen  textiles. 

GoTernment  Coal  Vines  Operated  at  Fair  Profit 

The  New  Zealand  Government  operated  three  coal  mines  at  a  fair 
profit  during  1915,  and  it  is  estimated  that  if  the  rate  is  maintained 
the  State  Coal  Department  will  be  able  to  pay  oflf  all  losses,  interest, 
and  sinking  fund  held  against  the  development  of  this  industry,  at 
the  end  of  four  years.  However,  it  is  claimed  that  the  very  best-  of 
the  veins  have  been  worked,  with  the  result  that  at  the  end  of  a  few 
years  practically  the  same  territory  must  be  worked  over  again  at  a 
large  additional  expense. 

Tear's  Record  in  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 

The  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  of  New  Zealand  reports  that 
tlie  total  revenue  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  was  $8,252,401. 
an  increase  of  $1,638,536  over  the  preceding  year.  The  Pc»t  Office 
Savings  Bank  Department  showed  a  credit  balance  in  favor  of  de- 
positors of  $107,872,615  on  that  date.  Compared  with  1914,  the 
volume  of  letters  increased  by  0.61  per  cent,  while  post  cards  de- 
creased 10.05  per  cent,  and  other  articles  decreased  12.55  per  cent. 
The  parcel-post  increase  was  11.61  per  cent. 

Hcg  Baising — Imports  of  Tea — ^Whaling  Prospects. 

During  the  10  yeai-s  ended  December  31,  1915,  1,556,388  hogs  were 
slaughtered  in  New  2^aland,  of  which  96  per  cent  were  consumed 
within  the  Dominion.  During  1906,  there  were  72,573  hogs  slaugh- 
tered in  the  country,  compared  with  241,683  in  1915,  an  increase  for 
the  10  3'eai"s  of  more  than  200  per  cent.  At  the  close  of  1911,  the 
Dominion  had  348,754  hogs. 

The  imports  of  tea  into  New  Zealand  in  1915  amounted  to  9,150,139 
pounds,  and  in  1914  to  9,951,774  poimds.  The  increase  over  the 
average  for  1905  and  1906,  which  was  6,023,750  pounds,  was  re- 
markable. 

The  prospects  for  the  whaling  season  in  the  South  Pacific  are  re- 
ported good.  One  whaling  expedition,  it  is  said,  has  taken  nine 
fairly  good  specimens  thus  far  this  year,  against  four  during  a 
similar  period  last  year.  New  Zealand  exported  44,628  gallons  of 
whale  on  during  1914. 
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FOKEIOIT  TBASE  OPPOBTUNITIES. 

Rescrred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Borean  and  Its  district  office*.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnnlty  nnmber. 
The  Bnrena  does  not  lurnlsh  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslbllltv  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cu'ses. 

Pharmaceutical  products,  etc.,  No.  2229C.— An  Import  and  export  commission 
merchant  In  Spain  informs  an  American  consular  oflicor  that  he  is  In  the 
market  lor  shoe  leather,  drugs,  ami  chemical  and  pliannaceiitlcal  products. 
Casli  win  be  paid  against  shipping  documents,  Si>iiin  or  New  York,  ('or- 
resiwndence  In  English.    Iteferences. 

Stationery,  school  supplies,  etc..  No.  22297. — ^Ati  American  consular  officer  In 
Russia  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  all  kinds  of 
school  fittings  and  supplies;  office  sui>pMes,  including  drafting  instruments; 
stationery  supplies;  photographic  supi)lies;  housoliold  articles;  cash  regis- 
ters, balances,  scales,  etc. ;  printing  uiaclilnery,  binding  and  knitting  ma- 
cblnery,  and  shoes  for  women  and  children. 

'Machinery,  No.  22298. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Central  America  trans- 
mits the  name  of  a  merchant  tailor,  who  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
descriptive  of  the  latest  models  of  buttonhole  machinery. 

Furniture,  confectionery,  etc.,  No.  22299. — A  firm  In  Australia  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  of  its  desire  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
of  furniture,  sucli  as  bedroom  and  dining-room  chaii's;  chair  seats;  babies' 
folding  ctirrlages ;  refrigerators ;  high-grade  confectionery  put  up  in  fancy 
packages,  and  shoes  for  women  and  children. 

Household  articles,  etc..  No.  22300. — An  American  con.sular  officer  In  France 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial  rela- 
tions with  American  mahufacturei-s  of  porcelain  Itoasehold  articles,  alumi- 
num ware,  and  footwear  for  women  and  children. 

Affricultural  implements.  No.  22301. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil 
is  in  receipt  of  n  communication  from  a  business  man  who  desires  to 
be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machines 
and  implements.    Catalogues  in  duplicate  are  desiretl.    Reference. 

Furniture,  etc.,  No.  22302. — A  manufacturers'  agent  in  the  West  Indies  desires 
to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  coffln.s,  undertakersi' 
supplies,  and  furniture. 

Old  newspapers.  No.  22.303. — A  shipping  firm  in  the  United  Kingdom  advises 
an  American  consular  officer  of  its  desire  to  get  in  touch  with  exporters 
in  the  Unitetl  States  of  unused  old  white  newspapers  for  shipment  to 
the  Far  East.    Reference. 

Agricultural  machinery,  etc.,  No.  22304. — An  American  consular  officer  In  a 
foreign  colonial  possession  In  East  Africa  writes  that  a  bnnk  Iii  his  dis- 
trict Is  de-sirous  of  obtaining  catalogues  of  agricultural  machinerj'  and  im- 
plements, hardware,  doors  and  window  sashes,  marine  motors,  irrigation 
pumps,  boots  and  shoes,  haberdashery,  hosiery,  office  furniture,  household 
supplies,  and  stationery.  Catalogues  should  be  accompanied  by  price 
lists.  Exiwrt  discounts,  telegraplilc  codes  used,  and  terms  of  payment 
should  be  .stated. 


OEEICES  OF  THE  BTJEEATT  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 

DISTEICT  OinCBS.  COOPEBATITE  OFHCKS. 


HEW  TOBK:  Room  409,  Csstomhoosr. 

B08T0K:  18th  floor,  CnstomhoiHe. 

CDIUOO:  604  Fcdnal  Building. 

ST.  LOUIS:  402  Third  Katloinl  Bank  Bolldlag. 

ITUVTk:  K21  Post  OOlcc  Bnlldlng. 

HEW  OBLEIHS:  lOSO  Hlbcrnla  Buk  Balldlof. 

am  FBAHCISCO:  807  CnitomhoHse. 

SEATTLE:  848  Hear;  Balldlng. 


CLETELAND:  Chamber  of  Coumrree. 
a.NCIHHATI :  Chamber  of  Comairrce. 
CmCIHNATl!  C,  N.  O.  A  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  AHQELES :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOOA:  SoaU  AmetlcaD  Agent,  Soath* 
ern  By.  Co. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  OOVEBmEBlIT  SUFFUES  AND  COHSTBTTCTION. 

[Correxpondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specUlcatlons  can.osaallj 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  wnerc  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  sabmlt  tenders,  Umt 
should  nsk  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

'yarn  Department  supplies.  No.  3345. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Suwilies  ami  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
which  Bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  76,  compound 
geared  deck  winches  and  complete  windlasses;  schedule  77,  electric  and 
steam  driven  air  compressors;  schedule  78,  furnishing  and  applying  bltn- 
minous  compositions;  schedule  79,  evaporated  milk;  schedule  80,  four- 
passenger  automobile ;  schedule  81,  hydraulic  triple  pump ;  schedule  82,  sur- 
face condensor;  schedule  83,  magnifiers,  34-inch  diameter  level  viaU,  and 
ammonium  plcrate ;  schedule  84,  horizontal  centrifugal  pumpe ;  schedule  85, 
furnishing  and  installing  safety  gasoline  storage  distributing  system; 
scliedule  SO.  72-lnch  wide  white  table  linen,  and  22-inch  wide  and  36-lndi 
long  linen  glass  towels ;  schedule  87,  tinned  bacon ;  schedule  88,  file  handles; 
schedule  89,  enameled  cast-iron  bathtubs,  bells  for  26-foot  and  86-foot 
motor  boats,  files,  brass  wood  screws,  and  lard  oil ;  schedule  90,  boiler  tube 
brushes,  and  28-inch  wide  turkish  towels;  schedule  91,  50-gallon  barrels 
alcohol,  white  gum  shellac,  sodium  silicate  solution,  and  whiting ;  schedule 
92,  crockery  for  staterooms  and  bathrooms,  rubber  air  hose,  unlined  linen 
fire  hose,  20  and  40-gallon  steam  jacketed  kettles,  coal-burning  3-foot  range 
sections,  40-lnch  wide  burlap,  cotton  furniture  covering,  45-lndi  and  72-indi 
wide  bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  sheeting,  and  sheet  zinc ;  schedule  93, 
hacksaw  blades  for  hand  frames,  one-half  and  1  pint  brass  squirt  cans, 
files,  galvanized  iron  hammock  rings,  22-foot  4-lnch  long  band  saws,  metal 
cutting  circular  saws,  and  galvanized  iron  or  steel  sail  thimbles ;  schedule 
04,  ingot  copper,  ferromanganese,  and  bar  spring  steel ;  schdedule  96,  three- 
fourth  inch  flexible  copper  steam  hose,  and  electric  portable  safety  lanterns; 
schedule  96,  polishing  cloths ;  schedule  97,  electrical  hoisting  and  rotating 
equipments,  and  mechanical  steering  gears;  schedule  98,  10-lnch  diameter 
lignum-vitse,  domestic  white  oak,  yellow  pin,  firsts  and  seconds  poplar,  and 
New  England  spruce ;  schedule  99,  sheet  brass,  strip  brass,  bar  copper,  and 
soft  sheet  copper ;  schedule  100,  steel  angles,  I  beams,  channels,  ete.. 
steel  plates,  ribbed  steel  plates,  and  black  and  galvanized  steel  sheets; 
schedule  101,  steel  castiugs ;  schedule  102.  steel  hull  rivets ;  schedule  103, 
electrically  heated  sterilizing  outfits;  schedule  104,  steol  pipe;  and  schedule 
105,  tinned  lima  beans,  tinnod  string  bean.-*,  tinned  corn,  tinned  jieaches,  and 
tinned  tomatoes. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  354t). — Sealed  proitosals  will  b?  recelveil  at  the  office 
of  the  general  purchasing  oillcer  of  the  I'anama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C. 
until  September  14,  1010,  for  fiinilsliing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock,  at  either  Colon  (Atliiiillc  |>ort)  or  port  of  AiKon  (Balboa,  Canal  25one) 
(Pacific  port),  I.sthnnis  <>1'  I'r.niitnn.  stiMil,  boiler  tubes,  steel  pipe,  chain, 
.steol  citble,  barbod  wire,  ifcn  l•ll.■■(il):r^;.  coupler  pins,  spring  plates,  electric 
cuble  niid  wire,  switch  l)()X(>s,  si  pel  rcHtx-lors.  electrical  sleeving,  fish  paper 
and  tape.  refrigeniUus  niachincs,  biirrel  bolts,  slielf  brackets,  tackle  blocks. 
l)alut  brushes,  c-alcinilno  brushes.  Iiosc,  kw-crenm  freezers,  window  glass, 
vitrified  pipe,  magnesia  i)li)0  covering  and  boiler  lagging,  hose,  packing, 
nsl)estos  gaskets,  tari)aulins.  canvas,  bunting,  oilcloth,  emery  cloth,  sand- 
paper, toilet  paper,  bri.stol  board,  jounuil  books,  chalk  line,  rubber  boots, 
goat's  hair,  gold  leaf,  shellac,  enamel,  Japan  drier,  paints,  zinc  sulphate, 
metal  polish,  soap  polish,  soai),  Iwrax.  beeswax,  parafin  wax,  bicarbonate 
of  soda,  vaseline,  chloride  of  lime,  lyo.  muriatic  acid,  and  yellow-pine 
lumber.     (Circular  1075.) 

Repairs  to  liiiht  vessel.  No.  .^547. — Sealed  i)roposai8  will  be  received  by  the 
lightliouse  inspector,  Boston,  Ma.ss.,  for  repairs  to  light  vessel  Jt'o.  56. 
Information  will  be  sui>pllcd  on  application  to  the  above  oflice. 
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AVSTBAIIAN  DTDXTSTBIAI  COMMISSION  TO  mSTITED  STATES. 

[Excerpt  from  Melbourne  Age,  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy, 

July  14.] 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  Commonwealth  Government  to  appoint 
a  commission  to  visit  the  United  States  to  investigate  and  report  upon 
the  methods  of  manufacture  and  production  in  that  country  and  the 
conditions  of  employment  therein.  The  commission  will  consist  of 
six  representatives  of  the  manufacturers  in  Australia,  one  from  each 
State,  together  with  six  representatives  of  the  workers,  one  also  from 
each  State.  The  chambers  of  manufactures  in  each  capital  city 
and  the  central  labor  organization  in  each  State  will  be  asked  to 
submit  three  nominations,  and  a  selection  will  be  made  from  them 
by  the  (Jommonwealth  Government. 

The  industries  to  be  investigated  by  the  commission  are  (a)  iron, 
engineering,  and  allied  trades,  (b)  timber,  building  material,  etc., 
(c)  leather,  (d)  textiles,  (e)  paper,  and  (f)  foodstuffs.  Manufac- 
turers' representatives  will  be  men  having  special  knowledge  of  these 
industries,  and  will  be  appointed  for  the  several  States  as  follows: 
Iron  trades,  New  South  Wales;  textile,  Victoria;  leatlier.  South 
Australia;  foodstuffs,  Queensland;  timber  and  building  material. 
West  Australia;  paper,  Tasmania.  The  same  principle  will  apply  in 
the  selection  of  the  representatives  of  the  labor  organizations. 

Each  section  of  the  commission  will  furnish  a  report  on  the  in- 
dustry it  represents,  separate  reports  being  furnished  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  manufacturers  and  the  representatives  of  the  work- 
ers. The  commission  is  expected  to  return  not  later  than  six  months 
from  the  date  of  departure  from  Australia.  The  whole  of  the  ex- 
penses will  be  borne  by  the  Commonwealth  Government. 


Exports  from  Guadeloupe. 

Consul  Henry  T.  Wilcox,  at  Guadeloupe,  French  West  Indies,  re- 
ports that  8,582,811  pounds  of  sugar  valued  at  $458,845,  192,509 
pounds  of  coffee  valued  at  $53,377,  and  227,438  pounds  of  cocoa 
valued  at  $63,062  were  exported  from  the  island  during  the  month  of 
July. 
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COMHEBCE  OF  THE  FOB!  OF  SANTOS. 

[Consul  Carl  F.  Oelchman,  Santos,  BraiU ;  all  rams  In  United  States  enmacj.1 

According  to  data  collected  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  the 
movement  of  commerce  through  the  port  of  Santos  with  foreign 
countries  in  the  first  four  months  of  this  year  reached  a  value  of 
$46,892,809  (imports  $14,442,613,  exports  $82,450,196),  or  $8,263,337 
less  than  in  January-April,  1915  (when  imports  amounted  to  $10,- 
729,622,  and  exports  to  $44,426,524).  The  chief  gains  in  imports 
occurred  in  cotton,  iron  and  steel,  drugs  and  chemicals,  leather,  coal, 
corn,  and  wines,  the  value  of  these  and  other  leading  imports  having 
been: 


Artld«3. 


Cotton  Inbal  cs  and  manu- 
(actond  artldea 

Steel  and  Iron  In  ben  and 
in  mantilactured  arti- 
cles  

Industrial  machinery 

Acrlcultural  machinery. . . 

Vaitoiis  maobJnaiy  and 
machinery  parts 

Chemical  prodocts  and 
phamiaceutlcal  spedal- 

8Un  and  iaa^ar  impared 
(ormanulactiire , 


January-April— 


nis 


3388,307 


S»7,«01 
70,  IW 
«,«67 

440.756 


340,188 
288,047 


m< 


*1.(M1.300 


1,044,403 
84,438 
22,308 

822,182 


803,008 
678, 1<» 


Articles. 


Jata  and  hemp  lor  aaek' 
Ing. ......... .......... 

Jute  and  hemp,  raw 

Coal .TTT! 

KaasaD* 

Dried  codflsh 

Cornflour 

Cora 

Wiae,  fine  and  cnnnroon. 

VarloaslOodstnlb 

Otbar  prodocts 

Total 


Monary-Aprfl— 


1916 


«S5.U> 

863,081 
611.138 
227.388 
278,081 
368,  tM 

3, 318,170 
837,282 
873,488 

3,682.2*3 


10.71t,«a 


1918 


828, 7U 

sa.su 

706.839 

»«,47a 

186,014 

302,426 

2,4«S,8U 

l,228,7«a 

9S0.8n 

3,928,2M 


14,4tl,<l3 


Importt,  ij  Oeimtrie*  of  Qrisiii. 

The  United  States  occupied  first  place  as  a  supplier  of  merchan- 
dise, imports  from  that  country  bemg  more  than  double  those  in 
January-April,  1915.  Argentina  was  second,  having  exchanged 
places  with  the  United  States ;  and  GSreat  Britain  and  Ital^  ranked, 
respectively,  third  and  fourth  in  both  years,  as  the  following  table 
shows : 


Imported  trom— 

Januaiy-AprO— 

Imported  (Tom— 

Jannaiy-Aprii— 

1915 

1916 

t9U 

1911 

United  Stfttes 

♦2,023,277 

2,682.062 

40,014 

36,074 

373,833 

818,148 

14,408,240 
2.662,9« 

18,888 

733,831 

0.83^ 

Onat  Britain 

$1,980,802 

1,487.981 

448.  S98 

1,210,  an 

0,588,30 

Italy 

1,M^2S8 

Ai^  rlft-Hmmnr 

I>ortugaI 

awliot 

Other  countrias 

I,I0,4I* 

Total 

IO,73>,«23 

Mi  44^(1' 

Falling  Off  in  Coffee  Exports. 

As  to  exports,  coffee  is  the  chief  article  shipi)ed  from  Santos  to 
foreign  countries,  and  the  $13,000,000  decline  in  its  value  more  than 
accounted  for  the  decrease  in  the  total  value  for  the  four-month 
period  under  review,  as  the  foUowing  comparative  statsnent  dis- 
closes: 
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Articles. 

Janoarjr-April— 

191S 

1915 

Colles .■ 

m,  937, 726 

56,889 

1,999 

107,198 

262,712 

130,999,807 
870,972 

Chilled  meat 

40,741 
153  925 

Btnanas 

384,751 

Total. 

4*.  136,12* 

32,450,190 

The  quantity  of  coffee  exported  in  these  four  months  was:  In 
1915-^,451,611  sacks;  in  1916—3,234,422  sacks. 

Vnited  States  the  Port's  Best  Customer. 

Notwithstanding  a  falling  off  of  more  than  $3,000,000  in  the  value 
of  its  purchases  from  Santos,  the  United  States  remained  the  port's 
best  customer,  whereas  Holland  dropped  from  second  to  fourth  place, 
France  rose  from  third  to  second,  Sweden  dropped  from  fourth  to 
fifth.  Great  Britain  from  fifth  to  sixth,  and  Italy  rose  from  sixth 
to  third  place.  The  value  of  the  exports  from  the  port  of  Santos 
to  these  and  the  other  principal  destinations  is  shown  below : 


Exported  to- 


United  States 

Argentina 

Denmark 

Franca 

Oieat  Britain 

HoUand 

Italy 


jannary-April— 


1915 


116,892,133 
662,970 
807,306 
7,699,333 
1,663,590 
9,448,971 
1,401,770 


1916 


»13,T28,247 
700,166 
742,011 
7,197,198 
1,662,529 
1,949,281 
3,600,000 


Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 

Otiier  countries 

Totol 


January-April- 
1915  1918 


}e07,863 

691,515 

4,291,342 

577,725 


44,426,524 


{363.501 

462,364 

1,738,841 

306,051) 


32,130,196 


AUSTBALIAN  GOTEBNMENT  USE  OF  GABOO  STEAUEBS. 

(Melbourne  correspondence  dated  June  28  in  London  Economist  for  Aug.  12.] 

It  has  just  been  announced  that  the  Australian  Government  has 
purchased  15  tramp  steamers,  which  will  be  worked  under  the  title 
of  the  Commonwealth  Government  Line.  The  15  steamers  aggregate 
63,684  tons.  A  number  of  them  are  already  well  known  in  Australia 
in  connection  with  the  timber  trade,  and  their  place  will  be  taken 
by  sailing  vessels.  The  steamers  will  be  sent  to  Australia  to  load 
wheat  as  they  become  available. 
OoTeniment  Opeiation  Affects  Outward  Voyages  Only. 

[American  Commercial  Attach^  rUlip  B.  Kennedy,  Mcllwume,  July  8.] 

It  is  now  announced  that  the  fleet  of  cargo  vessels  recently  pur- 
chased for  the  Government  of  Australia  will  be  operated  by  the  Com- 
monwealth only  for  voyages  from  Australia  to  Great  Britain.  This 
.will  insure  direct  control  by  the  Commonwealth  Government  of  the 
freight  rates  charged  on  Australian  exports.  For  return  voyages  to 
Australia  the  vessels  will  be  leased  to  the  regular  steamship  lines,  and 
the  rate  agreements  which  have  been  in  force  will  not  be  interfered 
.with. 
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TRWCI-CASmSQ  nrousTRT  OF  ABaENXnrA. 

ICommerclal  Attacb€  Albert  Hale,  Bucoos  Aires,  July  18.] 

Argentine  fruit  can  not  be  compared  with  that  grown  in  Cali- 
fornia, for  the  reason  that  little  attention  has  yet  been  givrai  to 
scientific  growing.  Grapes  of  very  fine  quality  are  grown  here,  and 
the  wine  industry  in  Mendoza  is  carried  on  in  an  op-to-date  and 
scientific  manner.  There  is  gr«it  room  for  improvement,  however,  in 
the  growing  of  other  fruits,  such  as  peaches  and  pears.  ' 

The  fruit  most  grown  here  lis  the  clingstone  peach.  Freestone 
peaches  are  also  raised,  but  would  be  of  no  importance  to  the  cumev 
because  the  people  here  refuse  to  buy  them.  The  Argentine  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  advises  that  the  "  Real  Jorge  Amarillo"  (Yellow 
Royal  George)  is  undoubtedly  the  best  clingstone  peach  for  this 
country.  This,  so  the  department  ^;ate8,  is  not  the  same  ^it  as  the 
"  Royal  Geoi^  "  of  Europe,  which  h.ns  wliite  meat  and  a  free  stone. 
The  "  Real  Jorge  Amarillo  "  rip«is  about  the  middle  of  January. 

Freestone  Peaehes,  Pears,  Etc. — Hnmber  of  Tireet. 

The  best  freestone  peach,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  is  the  "Admirable  Jaune."  It  is  said  to  be  of  good 
flavor  and  large  and  juicy.  It  ripen.s  in  February.  The  California 
" Lowell "  and" Muir "  varieties  are  also  grown  here,  but  the  "  Ad- 
mirable Jaune"  is  considered  to  be  the  better.  Fresh  freestone 
peaches  can  be  purchased  for  table  use,  but  there  is  no  market  for 
them  in  cans. 

There  are  very  few  pairs  raised  in  Ai^entina,  and  those  that  are 
found  here  are  claimed  to  be  unfit  for  canning.  A  few  American 
'^Bartlett"  pears  are  ^own  and  also  some  called  "Duquesa  de 
Angulema."  Both  varieties  are  said  to  be  good  for  table  use. 
Although  there  are  seven  canneries  in  the  country  srarrotmding 
Buenos  Aires,  none  of  them  attempts  to  do  anything  with  pears.  It 
seems  that  the  quantity  grown  just  about  laipplies  the  demand  for 
fresli  fruit.     Apricots  are  practically  unknown. 

No  statement  can  be  made  as  to  the  approximate  number  of  trees 
of  each  of  the  above-mentioned  fruits.  No  oensns  has  ever  been 
taken,  and  no  one  seems  to  be  sufficiently  familiar  with  all  tie  fnrit- 
CTOwing  districts  to  make  even  a  wild 'guess.  At  any  rate,  the  in- 
formation would  be  misleading,  as  the  trees  vary  so  greatly  in 
productivity. 

Best  Locatioiis  for  Canneries. 

If  an  entire  canning  plant  is  put  in,  with  a  department  for  making 
cans,  etc.,  the  industry  can  be  satisfactorily  carried  on  here.  Cansol 
a  sort  are  obtainable  nere,  but  they  must  be  soldered,  and  are  not  so 
desirable  as  those  on  whic^  no  solder  is  used.  Sheet  m^al  must  be 
imported  from  the  United  States  or  England  for  the  manafactore 
of  cans. 

There  are  three  districts  where  fruit-canning  might  be  carried  oo. 
The  first,  and  most  important,  is  the  Tigle  District,  some  20  miles 
north  of  Buenos  Aires.  This  district  consists  of  a  great  nundber  of 
small  islands  that  form  ^e  delta  of  the  Paran4  River.  Here  mo^  <^ 
the  fruit  of  the  Republic  is  grown,  and  almost  all  of  the  canneries  in 
operation  are  located  in  or  near  this  region.  Practically  no  other 
fruit  than  peaches  is  grown  here.    Water  transportation,  both  from 
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the  peach  orchards  to  the  canneries  and  from  the  canneries  to  Buenos 
Aires,  is  very  good. 

The  second  district  is  that  of  Mendoza,  in  the  far  western  part  of 
the  Eepublic.  This  is  the  grape  country,  and  in  addition  some  other 
fruits  are  raised,  A  cannery  was  put  in  here  some  time  ago,  but  was 
not  a  success. 

The  third  district  is  near  Dolores,  some  distance  to  the  south  of 
Buenos  Aires  and  not  far  from  Bahia  Blanca.  Here  a  fine  quality 
of  freestone  peaches  is  raised,  but  they  are  sold  in  the  markets  almost 
exclusively  for  table  use. 

Approximate  Cost  of  Traits  for  Canning. 

There  is  no  fixed  price  for  fruit  and  there  is  no  fixed  measure  of 
quantity  by  which  it  is  sold.  In  the  Tigre  District  there  is  a  whole- 
sale fruit  market  where  peaches  are  sold  in  baskets  weighing  from 
30  to  45  pounds  each.  Prices  range  from  $0.25  to  $1.70  United  States 
currency  per  basket.  Normally  $0.43  a  basket  is  considered  a  fair 
price.  Some  time  ago,  however,  a  disease  called  white  scale  became 
prevalent  in  the  peach  orchards  and  killed  a  great  many  of  the  trees. 
Therefore,  there  has  been  a  shortage  of  fruit,  and  it  is  expected  that 
this  condition  will  continue  for  some  time,  since  the  growers  seem 
to  be  slow  in  setting  out  new  trees.  Occasionally  the  canneries  will 
pay  a  fixed  price  for  the  fruit  of  an  entire  orchard  and  take  chances 
of  losing  it  by  frost,  rain,  or  some  other  cause,  but  they  prefer  not  to 
purchase  in  this  manner  on  account  of  the  risk  involved. 

No  prices  are  available  as  to  the  cost  of  fruits  for  canning  other 
than  peaches,  since  they  are  at  jiresent  sold  to  the  markets  in  small 
lots,  and  it  is  probable  that  entirely  different  prices  would  prevail 
if  large  quantities  were  purchased. 

There  seems  to  be  no  uniformity  about  the  fruit  here,  as  in  the 
United  States.  Fruit  is  picked  just  as  it  happens  to  come  and  is 
sold  without  sorting  or  grading.  In  canning  it  is  said  to  be  impos- 
sible to  put  a  certain  number  of  fruit  of  a  certain  size  in  a  can,  as  is 
done  in  the  United  States.  They  merely  fill  up  the  can  with  large 
and  small  fruit. 
Sugar  Prices  Advanced — Cost  of  Labor. 

The  sugar  used  is  refined  in  the  country,  in  the  Province  of  Tucu- 
man.  In  normal  times  it  costs  about  30  per  cent  more  than  sugar 
in  the  United  States.  At  present,  and  probably  during  the  coming 
year,  it  will  cost  from  50  to  60  per  cent  more.  This  is  due  to  the 
feilure  of  this  year's  crop.  Also,  sugar  is  controlled  by  a  trust  here, 
and  it  is  said  that  they  have  exported  sugar  to  Europe  at  a  less  price 
than  it  can  be  obtained  for  in  the  local  market.  There  is  a  protective 
tariff  on  sugar,  but  this  has  recently  been  suspended  to  neutralize 
the  effect  of  the  crop  shortage. 

[A  review  of  the  sugar  industry  of  Tucuman  Province  appeared 
in  CoMHEBCB  Reports  for  Sept.  21,  1914;  an  account  of  the  present 
shortage  of  sugar  in  Argentina,  in  the  issue  for  July  24,  1916.] 

The  "peon"  or  common  laborer  usually  receives  the  equivalent 
of  $1.70,  United  States  currency,  per  day.  The  canning  season  is 
very  short  (from  the  middle  of  January  to  the  middle  of  March), 
and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  pay  the  peon  higher  wages  than 
He  receives  in  other  lines  of  wort.  The  men  and  women  who 
operate  the  paring  and  pitting  machines  work  by  the  piece  and 
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make  $3.40,  $3.80,  or  $4.25  per  day.  They  are  not  so  skillful  nor  do 
they  work  so  carefully  as  do  cannery  employees  in  the  United 
States.  In  the  United  States  the  labor  required  in  canneries  is 
often  recruited  to  a  considerable  extent  from  students  on  siunmer 
vacations,  etc.  This  is  not  so  here.  All  employees  are  of  the  peon 
or  laboring  class. 

N0BWE6IAN  COD  AND  HEB&INO  FISHESIES. 

[Consul  Gonrral  E.  Ilaldcman  Dennlsoo,  Cbrlgtlania,  Aug.  9.] 

The  great  Norwegian  cod  fishery,  which  extends  along  the  coast 
from  Finmarken  to  the  vicinity  or  JBergen,  and  is  most  productive 
at  the  Lofoten  Islands,  has  closed  with  a  total  catch  of  51,397,000 
fish.  This  is  15,437,000  fish  less  than  in  1915,  and  less  than  in  any 
year  since  1908.  The  greater  part  of  the  catch,  44,641,000  fish,  were 
salted  and  prepared  as  split  nsh,  3,256,000  were  dried  as  stock  fish, 
and  most  of  the  remainder  were  exported  fresh.  Although  the  catch 
was  under  the  average,  the  great  demand  for  fish,  due  to  the  war, 
made  the  value  greater  than  m  any  previous  year.  The  official  esti- 
mate is  $20,100,000.  In  1915  the  estimated  value  was  only  $9,461,000 
and  in  1914  $8,584,500. 

The  value  of  the  herring  landed  during  the  past  season  was  about 
$23,000,000  for  the  "green  fish,"  and  the  value  of  the  canned  fish 
exported,  chiefly  sprats  and  small  herrings,  was  about  $14,000,000. 

These  figures  indicate  the  great  profits  that  the  Norwegian  fishing 
industry  has  made,  due  to  the  high  prices  obtained  because  of  the 
existing  war  in  Europe. 

British  PuTchase  Catch — Export  Saties. 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  British  Government  has  purchased 
this  year's  entire  Norwegian  fish  catch,  and  that  the  purchase  in- 
cludes also  sardines  and  other  canned  fish. 

In  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  Storting,  export  duties  have  been 
placed  upon  a  large  variety  of  fish  and  fishery  products,  the  amounts 
ranging  from  1  crown  (26.8  cents)  per  100  kuos  for  split  fish  to  5 
crowns  ($1.34)  per  barrel  for  spiced  herrings.  These  duties  came 
into  force  on  March  30  and  will  continue  until  June  30,  1917,  luiless 
modified  by  royal  decree.  Another  law  prohibits  the  export  of 
tinned  goods  after  July  8,  except  at  14  towns  specified,  and  then 
only  under  strict  regulatiwis. 


LEATHER  AND  SHOE  TBADE  OF  LEEDS. 

[Consul  Homer  M.  Brtngton,  Leeds,  England,  Aag.  17.] 

The  following  statement  regarding  conditions  in  the  leather  and 
shoe  trade  of  Leeds  was  taken  from  the  Yorkshire  Poet: 

The  output  of  all  descriptions  of  leather  continues  to  be  on  the  largest  pos- 
sible scale,  and  it  is  now  certain  that  but  for  the  striDg«it  regulations  wtilch 
the  OoTerninent  authorities  are  exercising  over  the  cost  of  the  raw  and  flnidwd 
products  that  quotations  would  be  considerably  in  excess  of  those  ruling.  Local 
tanners  and  curriers  are  producing  large  quontlties  of  accouterment  and  boot 
leathers.  Leathers  for  civilian  needs  are  becoming  increasingly  scarce  and 
dear.  The  manufacture  of  army  and  ordinary  boots  and  Bboea  is  \nil  main- 
talnetl,  but  for  the  producer  tlie  financial  results  are  far  from  satiafactflnry. 
There  lias  been  a  quickeuiug  demand  for  summer  footwear,  and  wholesale  and 
retail  distributors  are  busy. 
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PAPEB  SHOBTAOE  CTTBTAILS  FMNTING  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  July  17.] 

The  paper  shortage  in  New  Zealand  continues  to  interfere  seriously 
with  the  printing  business  in  general,  and  is  felt  by  the  New  Zealand 
Government,  limiting  the  publications  turned  out  by  the  depart- 
ments. There  has  been  talk  of  suspending  some  of  their  publications, 
because  of  the  difficulty  in  getting  paper,  as  well  as  the  great  in- 
crease in  price.  • 

Supplies  of  certain  lines  of  paper,  cardboards,  pasteboards,  etc., 
even  at  any  price  are  almost  impossible  to  obtain,  and  it  seems  un- 
likely that  this  condition  of  affairs  will  improve  much  until  some 
time  after  the  close  of  the  war,  unless  American  manufacturers  are 
able  to  relieve  the  situalion. 

The  scarcity  of  envelopes  is  very  marked,  and  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  obtain  certain  lines.  One  firm  in  Auckland  took  orders 
for  25,000,000  envelopes,  but  has  been  able  to  get  orders  accepted 
in  the  United  States  for  only  15,000,000,  and  to  date  only  5,000,000 
of  those  have  been  delivered,  the  balance  to  come  forward  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Duty  on  Various  Classes  of  Paper  and  on  Envelopes. 

The  duty  on  the  different  classes  of  paper  varies  from  the  1  per 
cent  war  tax  to  25  per  cent  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  posses- 
sions and  12^  per  cent  additional  from  all  other  coimtries  plus  the  1 
per  cent  war  ta.\.  Unprinted  envelopes  paj^  a  duty  of  20  per  cent 
trom  the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  and  10  per  cent  ad- 
ditional from  all  other  countries  plus  the  1  per  cent  war  tax.  At 
present,  the  question  of  duty,  save  on  print  paper,  does  not  seem  to 
be  a  very  important  matter,  since  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
secure  these  grades  of  paper  from  the  United  Kingdom  or  possessions. 
Canada  is  now  supplying  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  print  paper. 

[An  article  on  the  shortage  of  print  paper  in  New  Zealand  was  published  In 
CouMEKCE  Rftokts  for  Jon.  15,  1916.] 


PBICE  OF  CASEIN  IN  SIBEBIA. 

[Consul  Jobn  K.  Caldwell,  Vladlrostok,  Asiatic  Russia,  July  10.] 

American  importers  have  applied  to  a  number  of  the  largest  butter 
manufacturers  in  Moscow  inquiring  as  to  whether  they  could  not 
supply  casein  for  the  American  market,  where  there  is  a  great  de- 
mand. Unfortunately,  the  Russian  firms  were  unable  to  secure 
casein  from  any  of  the  butter-making  districts. 

Investigation  proves  that  the  production  of  casein  in  the  Siberian 
butter  districts  has  ceased  entirely.  Before  the  war  the  price  of 
casein  dropped  to  2  and  3  rubles  ($1  to  $1.50)  per  pood  of  36.11  pounds, 
whereas  the  normal  price  was  4  to  5  rubles  ($2  to  $2.50).  At  the  same 
time  the  price  of  cattle  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  it  became 
more  profitable  to  feed  the  calves  and  pigs  with  the  skimmed  milk 
from  which  casein  is  manufactured.  At  present  the  value  of  skimmed 
milk  has  increased  still  more,  and  all  casein  factories  in  the  northern 
district  as  well  as  in  Siberia  nave  shut  down. 

The  Moscow  firms  state  that  casein  can  only  again  be  obtained  from 
Bussia  providing  the  price  is  not  less  than  5  to  6  rubles  ($2.50  to  $3) 
per  pood. 
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C3HSTEUCTI0N  WORK. 
CAHADA. 

[Vice  r.msiil  fJ.  «'.  WoodwaiU,  Vancouver,  Britisb  Columbia,  Aug.  19.] 
Construction  of  Jetty  at  Hew  Westminster. 

The  Mai;:!>.  Hiitton  Power  Contracting  Co.  of  Ne\y  Westminster, 
British  C'ohimbia,  recently  received  instructions  from  the  Dominion 
(lovernnient  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  third  unit  of  the 
large  jetty  l)eing  constructed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Fraser  River  for 
the  purpose  of  confining  its  channel.  This  unit  will  be  10,000  feet 
in  length  and  will  cost  about  $500,000.  It  is  proposed  to  constract 
another  jetty  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  in  order  to  keep  the 
channel  automatically  clear. 

The  first  unit  of  the  jetty,  completed  last  year,  was  6,900  feet  in 
length,  that  of  the  second  unit,  which  was  started  in  May,  1915,  is 
7.100  feet  in  length.  With  the  third  unit  completed  this  jetty  will 
be  approximately  14.000  feet  in  length. 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

(I'onsul  Cienoral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  July  10.1 
New  Reinforced  Concrete  Bridge. 

A  reinforced  concrete  bridge  across  the  Tamaki  Kiver  has  just 
been  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $67,709.  It  is  an  up-to-date  structure, 
on  the  principal  thoroughfare  leading  east  from  Auckland.  Sev- 
enty-five per  <ent  of  the  cost  was  paid  by  the  Manakau  County 
Council  iind  the  remainder  by  other  tributary  local  bodies. 

Additions  to  Auckland  Hospital  and  Costley  Home. 

Contracts  have  been  let  for  additions  to  the  children's  ward  of  the 
Auckland  Main  Hospital  and  to  the  Costley  Home,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  architect,  Mr.  G.  W.  Allsop.  The  addition  to  the  Auck- 
land Hospital  is  to  cost  $91,471.  The  contractor  is  J.  J.  Holland,  of 
AiitUIund.  The  addition  to  the  Costley  Home  will  supply  37  addi- 
tioiial  beds,  at  a  cost  of  $28,303.  Facer  &  Co.,  Auckland,  are  the 
colli  ructors.  These  structures  are  to  be  of  brick  and  reinfoi-ced  con- 
crete, with  slate  roofs. 

To  Start  Silworth  Agrlcultaral  Institnte. 

The  contract  has  been  let  to  W.  E.  Hutchinson,  of  Auckland,  for 
$33,978,  to  construct  the  first  unit  of  the  Dilworth  Agricultural 
Institute  for  Boys  at  Papatoetoe,  near  Auckland.  It  will  accommo- 
date 300  boys.  This  is  a  gift  of  the  late  Mr.  Dilworth,  of  this  city, 
and  is  to  be  built  of  brick,  with  tiled  roof  and  modem  sanitary  con- 
veniences. It  has  been  ordered  that  the  work  be  completed  as  soon 
as  possible.  Instruction  will  be  given  in  agriculture,  horticulture, 
aiKl  general  farm  methods. 

SWITZEBXANS. 

[Consul  ^onrral  Fronds  B.  Kcene,  Zurich,  Aug.  14.1 
New  Konndhonse. 

The  managing  directors  of  the  Swiss  Federal  Railways  approved 
on  the  12th  instant  the  expenditure  of  4,460,000  francs  ($860,780) 
for  the  construction  of  a  new  locomotive  depot  or  roundhouse  in 
the  Brauerstrasse  near  the  main  station  of  Zurich.  Tliis  is  under- 
ptood  to  be  the  first  step  in  the  extension  of  the  main  statioa  which 
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has  becoifte  necessary  owing  to  the  greatly  increabcd  tiiiffic,  par- 
ticularly the  passenger  traffic,  which,  during  the  yeans  10i)0  to  1913, 
has  increased  from  a  total  of  1,018,700  passengers  to  4,4S!>,200.  The 
freight  traffic  during  the  same  period  increased  about  4(5  per  cent, 
and  the  average  number  of  the  trains  handled  at  the  station  has 
increased  during  the  same  period  from  "270  to  402. 

iniuaiTAT. 

(Consul  Ilerman  L.  Spuhr,  Montevideo,  July  8.] 

The  State  Insurance  Bank   (Bance  de  Seguris  del  Estado)  has 

Siirchased  a  lot  in  the  business  section  of  Montevideo,  comer  of 
incon  and  Misioncs  Streets,  and  will  construct  and  occupy  a  new 
building  there.  The  bank  has  also  bought  a  lot  in  the  Cerro  suburb, 
where  a  disjrensary  will  be  built  in  order  that  when  the  workmen 
of  the  frigorificos,  slaughterhouses,  and  other  establisliments  of  that 
industrial  section  suffer  accidents  proper  and  prompt  attention  may 
be  given. 

The  firm  of  Carlisle,  Crocker  &  Co.,  one  of  the  leading  importers 
of  American  goods  in  Montevideo,  has  begun  the  erection  of  a  large 
new  building  on  calle  Uruguay.  This  firm  has  been  located  on  calle 
Rincon  for  many  years,  but  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  larger  stock  on 
hand  caused  it  to  decide  to  build  a  store  and  warehouse  of  its  own. 


MACHINEBY  FOB  HATAL'S  STIGAB  PLAlTTATIOirS. 

[Commercial  Agent  Juan  Uoms,  Pretoria,  Soutli  Africa,  July  20.] 

In  the  course  of  my  investigation  of  the  agricultural-implement 
market  of  South  Africa  I  have  incidentally  collected  a  good  deal  of 
information  in  respect  to  sugar-cane  growing  in  Natal  and  Zululand. 
I  find  that  not  only  has  this  branch  of  farming  become  of  consider- 
able importance,  but  also  that  a  very  notable  expansion  of  the  indus- 
try is  in  sight.  In  1915,  140,000  acres  were  devoted  to  sugar-cane 
growing,  46,000  acres  are  now  being  prepared  for  cane,  and  184,000 
acres  of  land  have  been  recently  inspected  and  declared  suitable  for 
that  crop.  In  a  conversation  with  a  sugar  planter  about  two  weeks 
ago  I  ascertained  that  a  large  syndicate  is  at  present  in  the  market 
for  the  purchase  of  110,000  acres  of  sugar-cane  land.  Vast  areas, 
particidarly  in  Zululand,  are  said  to  be  capable  of  producing  sugar 
cane. 

The  cane  is  manufactured  into  sugar  by  about  30  mills,  all  of 
which  are  equipped  with  British  machinery.  Sevei'al  men  in  the 
business  have  informed  me  that  they  have  often  observed  descrip- 
tions of  machinery  and  appliances  in  American  sugar  journals  that 
they  feel  could  be  easily  sold  in  South  Africa  if  the  manufacturers 
made  the  necessary  efforts  to  that  effect.  [A  list  of  Natal  sugar  mills 
and  mill  agents  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by  re- 
ferring to  file  No.  1008.1  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  indicate  the  best 
methods  for  the  sale  or  such  goods,  but  I  assume  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  send  from  the  factory  a  man  possessing  all  the  neces- 
sary knowledge  and  experience  respecting  the  construction  of  and 
the  work  performed  by  the  machines,  to  see  whether  any  alteration 
would  be  necessary  to  successfully  crush  the  type  of  cane  generally 
grown  in  Natal. 
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EMPLOYEES  OF  UOHTHOVSE  BTTBEAU  COMMENDED. 

Several  emploj-ees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses 
have  been  commended  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Commerce  during 
the  past  month  for  services  rendered  in  the  saving  of  life  and  prop- 
erty under  circumstances  which  in  most  instances  required  courageous 
action.  Rescues  were  made  during  shipwrecks  or  while  vessels  were 
in  distress,  and  several  persons  were  saved  from  drowning.  Those 
commended  were: 

Cnpt.  John  P.  .lohnsoi),  Oeorge  Larseu,  second  officer,  T.  J.  Nolen,  chief 
engineer,  Viktor  Karlsson,  quartermaster,  August  Gohra,  seaman,  and  E.  J. 
McTeer,  seaman,  of  the  lighthouse  tender  CypreM,  for  heroic  services  rendered 
In  the  saving  of  life  and  property  during  the  hurricane  of  July  13,  14,  and  15, 
1916,  which  visited  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  vicinity.  The  Acting  Secretary  com- 
mended as  especially  praiseworthy  the  rescue  of  21  men  from  the  wrecked 
U.  S.  S.  Hector,  which  was  accomplished  under  conditions  demanding  seaman- 
ship of  a  high  order  and  courage  which  was  not  found  lacking;  and  also  the 
fact  that  the  tender  Cypress  was  the  only  vessel  In  Charleston  which  would 
undertake  the  perilous  voyage  to  Sullivan's  Island,  which  she  did  successfully, 
bringing  back  97  persons  and  safely  landing  them  at  Charleston. 

George  K.  Smith,  keeper,  and  Leon  R.  Smith,  assistant  keeper,  of  Red  Fish 
Bar  Cut  Light  Station,  Tex.,  for  assistance  rendered  the  schoonei-  Adele,  which 
foundered  In  the  vicinity  of  Red  Fish  Bar  Cut  Light  Station,  and  also  Keeper 
George  R.  Smith  for  a&sistancc  rendered  three  men  on  the  motor  tug  Fortune, 
which  was  wrecked  off  Red  Fish  Bur  Cut  Light  Station. 

William  H.  Schelienger,  keeper,  and  Clinton  H.  Hickman,  second  assistant 
keeper,  of  Harbor  of  Refuge  Light  Station,  Del.,  for  assistance  renderetl  a  partj 
of  six  persons  whose  motor  boat  became  disabled  In  the  vicinity  of  HnrlK>r  of 
Refuge  Light  Station. 

James  McCormlck,  keeper,  of  South  Fox  Island  Light  Station,  Mich.,  for 
assistance  rendered  to  a  woman  on  South  Fox  Island,  who  was  ill  and  In  need 
of  medical  attention.  Mention  was  also  made  In  the  letter  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  aslstant  keepers  at  the  station  in  coiHiection  with  the  assistance 
rendered. 

William  J.  Tate,  keeper  of  North  Landing  River  Lights,  N.  C,  for  services 
rendered  on  the  night  of  July  10.  1916,  to  a  launch  with  one  occupant,  which 
became  disabletl  in  the  vicinity  of  North  Lauding  River  Ltglits,  and  for  assist- 
ance rendered  on  July  23,  1910,  to  the  schooner  Hobson,  which  went  ashore 
near  I^ng  Point  Lighthouse  Deiiot  Reservation,  N.  C. 

Keeper  of  Light  Station  Goes  Alone  to  Kesene  of  Three  Hen. 

August  F.  Wichmann,  keeper  of  Cajie  Romain  Light  Station,  S.  C,  for  aid 
rendered  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  wrecked  schooner-barge  Korthtcest.  The 
keeper  of  this  station  not  only  provided  dry  clothes  and  foo<l  for  the  captain 
and  five  men  of  the  vesjsel,  but  he  went  alone  to  the  rescue  of  three  of  them.  In- 
cluding the  captain,  who  wore  In  too  weak  a  condition  to  reach  the  station, 
and  carrletl  tlie  captain  oti  his  back  part  of  the  way  along  a  beach  covered 
by  the  water  to  a"  depth  of  from  1  to  2  feet,  during  which  time  he  was  In 
danger  of  drowning. 

Emil  F.  Redell,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Snowdrop,  for  assistance 
rendered  a  iMirty  of  10  persons  who  were  In  danger  because  of  storm  in 
Mosquito  Creek,  WInyah  Bay,  S.  C. 

Rufus  A.  Brooks,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Jessamine,  for  as- 
sistance rendered  the  schooner  Jessie  Irving,  which  was  ashore  on  Kent  Island 
shoal,  Md. 

D.  Ingram,  mate  of  Columbia  River  Light  Vessel  Vo.  88,  for  assistance 
rendered  by  him  and  by  T.  Hawkins  and  C.  H.  Hansen,  seamen,  and  S.  Soatli- 
man,  fireman,  to  the  ves.sel  Nora,  on  July  28,  1916,  while  that  vessel  was  In 
distress  In  the  vic-inlty  of  the  light-vessel  station. 

W.  G.  Mar,sli:ill.  keeper  of  Windmill  Point  Light  Station,  Mich.,  for  as- 
sistance rendered  by  him  to  a  man  In  danger  of  drowning  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  light  station. 

Thoma.s  J.  Arnistronf;,  licoiKT  of  MIcliigan  City  Light  Station,  Indn  for 
assistance  rendered  In  saving  a  hoy  from  drowning. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE   DEPOBTS.  869 

J.  M.  Kendley,  first  officer  of  the  lighthouse  tender  .1/a;>fr,  for  assistance 
rendered  the  schooner  Rattler,  which  was  In  distress  and  in  n  sinking  condition 
In  the  vicinity  of  Cornfield  Harbor,  Md. 

Thomas  K.  ftlartin,  first  assistant  Iveeijer  of  Micliignn  City  Lijilit  Station,  Ind., 
for  assistance  rendered  in  saving  two  pei-sous  from  drowning. 


SWISS  TOBACCO  COMPAFZ  FORMED. 

[Oosal  Pbillp  Holland,  Basel,  Aug.  11.] 

A  corporation  has  been  organized  in  Basel,  Switzerland,  under  the 
name  or  The  Tobacco  Export  Co.  of  Basel,  Switzerland,  and  Clarks- 
ville,  Tenn.,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  1,000,000  francs  ($193,000). 
The  head  offices  are  in  Basel  and  a  branch  office  is  located  in 
Clarksville.  The  capital  has  been  provided  by  Swiss  and  Dutch 
subjects.  The  president  and  organizer  of  the  corporation  has  for 
many  years  been  an  inijjorter  in  Basel  of  American  tobaccos.    The 

Surpose  of  the  corporation  is  to  buy  direct  and  import  Tennessee, 
[entucky,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  tobaccos  of  the  heavy,  black 
kind  from  which  cheap  cheroots  (locally  called  stumpen)  are  made. 
The  smoking  of  these  stumpen  is  very  general  among  the  industrial 
cla?f*s  an'.l  frec|uently  among  the  well-to-do. 

For  a  long  time  the  heavy  sea-island  tobaccos  were  imported  by 
Germany,  made  into  stumpen  and  distributed  throughout  Europe. 
This  trade  has  gradually  diminished  while  the  trade  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  tobaccos  has  augmented.  This  has  been  brought  about 
largely  by  the  superior  quality  of  the  American  tobaccos,  which  are 
better  grown  and  cured  and  do  not  reach  the  European  market  in 
the  state  of  fermentation  which  so  frequently  happens  to  tobaccos 
imported  from  countries  where  there  are  no  facilities  for  housing, 
curing,  bulking,  and  packing. 


NEW  ZEALAND  HAY  UTILIZE  LAB6E  IBON  DEPOSITS. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  July  17.] 

There  are  large  deposits  of  iron  in  New  Zealand,  much  of  it  being 
found  in  iron  sand  at  Taranaki,  near  New  Plymouth,  on  the  Xorth 
Island,  where  several  attempts  have  been  made  to  produce  pig  iron 
in  commercial  quantities,  beginning  as  early  as  1848.  All  were  with- 
out success  with  the  possible  exception  of  a  plant  just  completed 
which  has  turned  out  a  few  tons  of  excellent  pig  iron. 

It  is  stated  that  the  pig  iron  produced  at  different  times  in  this 
section  of  New  Zealand  from  iron  sand  is  of  a  very  high  quality, 
samples  having  lieen  sent  to  England  to  be  tested.  It  is  probable 
that  all  the  pig  iron  and  all  of  the  commercial  iron  needed  in  this 
country  could  be  produced  here.  The  cost  of  production  is  placed 
at  $11.49  per  ton,  which  pi-obably  could  be  considerably  reduced  if 
an  up-to-date  plant  were  installed  and  operated  continuously.  Coal 
is  found  in  the  vicinity  and  the  plant  could  be  located  within  easy 
reach  of  tidewater,  assuring  cheap  transportation. 

The  imports  of  pig  iron  into  New  Zealand  for  1914  amounted  to 
10^5  tons,  valued  at  ^25,567,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied 
85  tons  valued  at  $1,698.  while  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  9.284 
tons  valued  at  $190,961. 
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JAPAN'S  INCSEASEO  GH>LD  SPECIE. 

[Kxtract  from  Japan  Cbronlclo,  forwarded  by  Consul  General  Geor)(c  H.  Scidmore,  Toko- 

hama,  July  21.] 

The  Asahi  of  Osaka  claims  to  have  obtained  confirmation  of  the 
report  that  Japan  has  been  taking  up  British  treasury  bills  with  the 
object  of  utilizmg  her  increased  gold  specie  held  abroad. 

On  July  17, 1916,  Japan's  gold  specie  totaled  $293,118,000,  of  which 
$94,715,000  was  held  by  the  Government,  and  the  remaining 
$198,403,000  by  the  Bank  of  Japan.  The  Government's  share  was 
all  held  abroad— $49,850,000  in  the  United  States  and  $44,865,000  in 
Europe.  The  Government  has  invested  the  specie  in  Europe  in 
British  treasury  bills  and  otherwise  utilized  it  so  as  to  yield  an 
interest  of  4  or  5  per  cent. 

The  specie  held  in  the  United  States  has  been  deposited  with  a  few 
banks  on  current  account.  These  banks,  having  more  than  sufficient 
funds  on  hand,  do  not  allow  interest  of  more  than  IJ  per  cent  per 
annum  on  Japan's  specie.  In  these  circumstances  the  Japanese 
iuithorities  made  a  study  of  the  best  way  of  utilizing  the  specie  and. 
according  to  the  Asahi,  have  been  in  communication  with  the  British 
(loverninent,  with  the  result  that  it  has  now  been  informally  decided 
that  Japan  shall  subscribe  to  British  treasury  bills  with  her  specie 
in  the  United  States. 
Larire  Total  of  Treasury  Bills  to  be  Taken. 

The  British  treasury  bills  to  be  taken  up  b}'  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment under  the  agreement  are  for  $49,850,000,  bearing  interest  at  5 
per  cent  per  annum  and  redeemable  in  one  year. 

There  are  two  considerable  advantages  tor  Japan  under  the  new 
agreement :  First,  the  specie  will  yield  interest  of  5  per  cent,  instead 
of  the  1|  per  cent  now  allowed  on  it,  a  gain  of  3^  per  cent :  secondly, 
any  losses  due  to  the  dollar-pound  exchange  are  to  be  borne  by  the 
British  Government. 

The  Osaka  paper  concludes  by  saying  that  the  new  agreement  made 
is  one  of  the  best  possible  measures  for  the  utilization  of  the  Govern- 
ment's gold  specie  abroad. 


AUEBICAN  COnSVIAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primiarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Namo. 

Post. 

82.? 

Address. 

Hale  F  D 

HuddersSoId,  England 
Chefoo  China. 

Sept.    6 
Oct.     1 
Eept.  10 
Oct.     1 
F^t.  30 
Ort.  J4 
Oct.    21 
Fcpl.  1.1 
Nov.    1 

Lunenburg,  Vt. 
Galena,  ni. 

Department  of  State,  WuUngtca,  D.  C. 
Do 

Jewell,  John  F 

Kemper,  Graham  U 

Ila7.e!tine,  Uoss 

Erfurt,  (Jermany 

Port  .\nlonit),  Ja'maica 

Karaohl,  India 

Colombo,  (>!vloa 

Havre,  France 

Vancouver,  I'anada . . . 
St.  Oall.Switzerhnd.. 

I-alng,  James  Oliver 

I^onard,  Walter  A 

C/o  University  CTub  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Essex,  Iowa. 

Tepartment  of  State  Washington,  P.  C. 

RushvUIe,  Ind. 

Department  of  SUta  Washlogtoo,  D.  C 

Osbomei  John  Ball 

MamHelcl,  Robert  E 

I'ike,  WllUam  J 

Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS.  861 

OOVEEiniElfT  lOANS  TO  HITEATE  PRODTTCEES. 

The  Chilean  Government  has  again  taken  measures  to  advance 
funds  to  nitrate  producers  for  the  marketing  of  their  product.  The 
policy  of  temporary  assistance  which  the  Government  lound  it  neces- 
sary to  adopt  during  the  period  of  depression  following  the  outbreak 
of  the  European  war  was  extende<l  in  1915,  and  its  renewal  is  deemed 
advisable  this  year.  The  provisions  of  tlie  new  law  are  much  the 
same  as  those  of  the  law  of  1914  [see  Comjierce  Repcmits  for  Dec.  28, 
1915],  the  advances  being.on  the  oasis  of  3  pesos  (42  cents)  for  each 
Spanish  quintal  (101.4  pounds)  of  nitrate  at  the  plants  oi  the  pro- 
ducers, and  4  pesos  (56  cents)  for  the  same  quantity  at  ports  ready 
for  shipment.  Advances  are  limitctl  to  the  smn  corresponding  to 
15.000,000  quintals  of  nitrate. 

The  funds  advanced  ai-e  secui'ed  by  the  nitrate,  and  are  i-efunded 
on  receipt  of  the  prot'eeds  from  the  exports  of  tiie  ))ro(lucers.  Nitrate 
producers  who  mortgage  their  plants  in  favor  of  tlie  (xovernment.  ov 
who  give  otlier  acceptable  security,  may  obtain  treasury  warrants 
tlirectly.  Thefse  obligations  draw  6  i>er  cent  annual  interest.  The 
new  law  provi<les  that  advances  will  be.  made  only  to  nitrate  pro- 
ducers who  agree  to  maintain  their  pla,nts  at  their  normal  production. 


HABVEST  HELP  FOB  THE  PBAIRIE  PROVINCES. 

|Vlc«  t'oDsnl  G.  i\  Woodward,  Vnacoowr.  Biitisli  Oolnmbla,  Oanndn,  .Vng.  1».] 

The  local  authorities  report  that  .since  July  26,  3.730  applications 
littve  been  filed  for  employment  in  the  harvest  fields  of  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  the  only  exemption  as  regards  nationality  being  Asiatics. 
Certificates  have  been  issued  to  3,260  applic^utts.  Included  in  this 
number  were  about  75  female  cooks. 

A  special  rate  of  1  cent  per  mile  from  Vancotivei-  and  1^  cents  per 
mile  return  was  made  by  the  various  transcontinental  roads. 

It  is  expected  that  approximately  40,000  men  will  be  required  tliis 
vear,  about  8,000  in  Alberta,  9,000  in  Manitoba,  and  23,000  in  Sas- 
katchewan, the  wages  ranging  from  $2.75  to  $3  per  day  for  common 
labor  and  from  $6  to  $7  per  day  for  mechanics,  such  as  engineers,  in- 
cluding board.  The  employment  is  expected  to  last  about  three 
months. 

HAWAUAH  STOCK  EXCHAHOE  BEACHES  HIOHEST  BECOBO. 

(A.  P.  Taylor,  oormpondent,  Ilonolula.] 

The  business  of  the  Honolulu  Stock  and  Bond  Exchange  transacted 
during  the  fiscol  year  ended  July  31,  1916,  exceeded  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  by  more  than  100  per  cent  and  was  33J  per  cent  more 
than  in  the  best  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  association. 

In  1915-16  the  total  transactions  on  the  exchange  amounted  to 
$14,551,987.  The  best  previous  year  was  1912,  when  the  volume  of 
business  reached  $11,880,714.  Last  year  the  budness  transacted 
amounted  to  $6,629,406. 

Sugar  stocks  handled  through  the  Stock  and  Bond  Exchange  were 
valued  at  $11,941,927.  Of  the  miscellaneous  stocks,  37,070  shares 
were  handled,  of  a  value  of  $1,089,462.  Bonds  of  a  par  value  of 
$1,525,400  were  handled. 
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HOW  FLITCTUATIOH  JH  SILVEB  INFLTJEHCES  TBASE  IH  CHINA. 

[Consul  General  Tbomaf  Sammons,  Shanghai,  July  28.1 

The  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  silver  have  some  peculiar  and  un- 
expected effects  upon  the  import  and  export  trade  of  China.  Con- 
trary to  the  general  impression,  the  export  trade  from  this  country 
does  not  necessarily  flourish  when  the  price  of  silver  is  exceptionally 
low.  The  reason  for  this  situation  is  that  the  Chinese  exporter  and 
the  foreign  importer  do  not,  at  such  times,  seem  able  to  agree  upon 
what  is  a  fair  price  for  the  goods  xmder  such  conditions. 

It  seems  to  the  average  foreign  importer  to  be  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  buy  at  a  price  in  silver  which  would  be  reasonable  under 
ordinary  conditions  but  which,  at  the  low  value  of  silver,  corresponds 
to  an  unusually  small  value  in  gold  and,  therefore,  offers  an  oppor- 
tunity for  large  profits  in  reselling  on  a  gold  basis  to  the  foreign 
consumer. 
Chinese  Sealers  Are  Well  Posted. 

The  Chinese  dealers  in  the  interior  who  have  exports  for  sale  are 
not  unadvised  as  to  the  true  situation.  Thej^  are  kept  posted  through 
a  system  of  guilds  which  furnish  information  not  less  accurate  than 
reports  issued  by  conmiercial  organizations  in  the  United  States  re- 
garding the  real  values  of  their  goods  in  the  world's  markets,  and 
accordingly  they  demand  just  about  what  the  foreign  importer  can 
afford  to  pay  and  still  make  a  small  profit.  The  result  is  that  the 
Chinese  exporter  and  the  foreign  importer  seem  unable  to  agree  upon 
a  satisfactory  trading  basis.  This  interferes  with  their  business 
transactions. 
When  Silver  Shows  a  Tendency  to  Bise. 

On  the  other  hand^  the  situation  is  quite  the  reverse  when  silver 
shows  a  tendency  to  rise  in  value.  The  foreign  buyer  is  then  anxious 
to  supply  his  wants  in  Chinese  goods  before  their  value  in  gold  be- 
comes too  high  on  account  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  silver.  The 
Chinese  dealer,  too,  is  anxious  to  clear  his  stock  Ibefore  the  increasing 
cost  of  silver  results  in  giving  him  a  much  smaller  amount  of  silver 
for  his  goods  than  he  could  when  silver  is  lower  in  value.  The 
two,  therefore,  experience  little  diflSculty  in  arranging  a  price  for  the 
goods  satisfactory  to  both,  with  the  result  that  exports  materially  in- 
crease during  such  periods. 

An  examination  of  trade  statistics  shows  that  during  periods  of 
comparatively  lower  values  of  silver  the  export  trade  is  heavy, 
whereas  just  the  opposite  is  true  when  the  value  of  silver  has  beoi 
high.  Perhaps  the  best  returns  are  recorded  when  silver  maintains 
an  average  value  equivalent  to  about  60  to  62J  cents  gold  to  the  tael, 
with  a  tendency  to  rise. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEIGH  AND  DOMESTIC  COHKEBCE. 

DI8TBICT  OinCES.  COOPEBATrTE  OFFICKS. 


NEW  loBK:  Koo-n  409,  CvitomkoiiM. 

BOSTO':  18th  floor,  Customboiie. 

CHICAeO:  &04  Fcdtril  BolldlBg. 

ST.  LOinS:  402  Third  Katioul  Bink  Balldlag. 

ATUDTA:  6£1  Pott  One«  BiUdla;. 

KBW  OBLKANS:  1030  Hlberala  Baak  BatldiaR. 

8AK  FBANCISCO:  SO;  CastojahoiM. 

SEATTLE:  848  Henrr  bclldtas. 


(XETELAXS:  Chamber  o(  CoHBtiee. 
CINCINNATI:  Chiaber  of  Coaneree. 
CINCLVKATi!  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  f.  B/.  C*. 
1.08  ANGELES:  Chtatber  of  Coaaette. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chmfcer  of  Ooaaene. 
CHATTAKOOOA:  SoaU  Aaerleaa  Aftid  SMth- 
era  Bjr.  Coi, 
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CHANGE  nr  TITLE  OF  ITAVAL  RADIO  SERVICE. 

Hereafter  the  Naval  Radio  Service  will  be  known  as  tlie  "  Naval 
Communication  Service."  Charges  on  all  traffic  exchanged  between 
other  systems  (radio,  telegraph,  and  cable)  and  radio  stations  (ship 
and  shore)  operated  by  the  Navy  will  be  accounted  for  by  the  Naval 
Communication  Service.  In  addition  to  his  other  duties,  the  Director 
of  Naval  Communication  will  perform  the  duties  formerly  assigned 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Naval  Badio  Service. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  Naval  Communication  Service 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Director  of  Naval  Communications,  Radio, 
Va.  Remittances  should  be  made  payable  to  the  Naval  Commimica- 
tion  Service.  If  used,  money  orders  should  be  drawn  on  postmaster, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

YOUHO  Tsoirr  in  British  coiuhbia  waters. 

[Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  VancouTer,  British  Cotambta,  Canada,  Ans.  10.] 

During  the  past  week  the  Provincial  Fisheries  Department  has 
liberated  some  90,000  young  trout  in  lakes  along  the  route  of  the 
Pacific  &  Great  Eastern  Railway,  including  Green,  Alberta,  and  the 
connecting  fresh-water  lakes  on  the  divide  between  Squamish  and 
Pemberton  Meadows,  and  in  Kelly  Lake,  near  Clinton. 

An  egg-collecting  station  was  established  last  spring  at  Birken- 
head Lake,  6  miles  above  D'Arcy,  the  station  at  the  head  of  Anderson 
Lake.  One  hundred  thousand  trout  eggs  were  collected  and  for- 
warded to  the  hatchery  at  Seton  Lake,  where  they  were  hatched  and 
distributed  in  the  different  lakes. 


INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION  IN  TnEtTTOITAT. 

A  law  providing  for  industrial  education  in  Uruguay  has  recently 
been  passed  by  Congress,  and  is  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of 
July  24.  Primary  and  secondary  industrial  schools  will  be  estab- 
lished, and  normal  industrial  schools,  schools  in  which  workmen  may 
perfect  themselves  in  their  particular  lines,  and  free  day  and  evening 
classes  wUl  complete  the  opportimities  to  be  offered  for  industritu 
advancement.  The  President  will  appoint  a  council  of  industrial 
education  to  arrange  courses  of  study,  and  a  national  inspector  wiU 
have  the  technical  direction  of  the  instruction. 


NEW  URTrairAYAN  LAW  ON  INHERITANCE  TAXES. 

The  inheritance-tax  law  which  was  passed  in  Uruguay  in  1914;  has 
been  substituted  by  a  law  promulgated  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  July 
18.  Under  the  new  percentage  of  taxes,  the  rate  on  the  inheritances 
of  near  relatives  varies  from  1  per  cent  on  sums  from  500  pesos 
(peso=$1.084)  to  2,600  pesos,  to  7  per  cent  on  sums  over  250,000 
pesos.  The  inheritances  of  distant  relatives  arc  taxed  from  11  per 
cent  on  sums  over  300  pesos  to  27  per  cent  on  sums  over  250,000  i>e8os. 
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FOBEIGN  TSABE  OPPOSTUHITIES. 

Bcserved  addresxrs  may  be  obtnined  trom  the  Bnreaa  and  Us  dlstrlet  oSees.  Beqaeat 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  n  separate  sbeet  and  atete  opportviUty  nmBaVer. 
Tbe  Bareaa  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assmno  respoiulbultr  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers :  the  usual  precautions  shonld  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

^yearini^  apparel,  etc..  No.  22305. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  opportunity 
Ka  22001,  a  Ann  in  Central  America  informs  the  Bureau  that  It  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  enameled  ware,  decorated  metal 
toilet  sets,  ropes  and  twines,  men's  shirts  and  collars,  umbrellas,  light 
rain-proof  coats,  towels,  bed  spreads,  and  cottonades,  etc.  Terms  desired, 
cash  against  documents  at  destination.    Beference. 

Fire  truck.  No.  22306. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  Chile  writes  that  a  firm  in  that  country  wishes  to  purchase  an 
auto  fire  truck  and  desires  to  receive  catalogue^  quotations,  etc.,  on  a 
first-class  machine.  The  truck  should  be  complete  with  a  pump  and  en- 
gine, and  equipped  to  carry  firemen.    Beference. 

Saddle  felt.  No.  22307. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  reports 
that  an  agent  in  his  district  wishes  to  buy  saddle  felt  Cash  will  be  paid 
with  order  for  deliveries  in  American  port. 

Iron  heds,  dotlUnp,  etc..  No.  22308. — ^The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  business  man  in  Greece  asking  for  tlie  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  Iron  beds,  parts;  and  all  kinds  of  cloth- 
ing; etc. 

Piece  and  dress  goods.  No.  22309. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau 
writes  that  an  American  citizen,  who  has  had  considerable  experience  in 
South  American  trade,  wishes  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  with  a  view  to  representing  them  on  a  salary 
or  commission  basis  In  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Chile.  The  man  is  par- 
ticularly Interested  In  cotton  piece  goods  and  woolen  dress  goods.  Rrfer- 
ences. 

^yatehmaker^s  supplies,  No.  22310. — .\n  American  coiLsuIar  officer  In  the  West 
Indies  writes  that  a  merchant  desires  to  be  placetl  In  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  watchmaker's  supplies.  Catalogues  and  cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English. 

Aeroplanes,  etc.,  No.  22311. — One  of  the  commercial  attacliCs  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  In  South  America  writes  tliat  one  of  the  Government  depart- 
ments will  be  pcrmittetl  to  spend  about  .$180,000  immiHliately  after  January 
1,  1917,  for  the  purchase  of  aeroplanes  and  accessories.  Catalogues  and 
full  information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Yarn,  No.  22312. — A  representative  of  a  Swiss  firm  iiif(H-metl  one  of  the  com- 
mercial agents  of  the  Buroiui  tlmt  he  is  desirous  of  being  placed  in  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  aloe  yarn,  manlla  yarn, 
and  sisal  yarn  for  the  manufacture  of  binding  twine.    Beferences. 

Notions,  etc.,  No.  22313. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that 
a  business  man  in  his  di-strlct  wishes  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis, 
American  producers  and  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  goods  suitable  for 
department  stores.    Beference. 

Shoe  findings,  etc.,  No.  22314. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
merchant  in  tlie  West  Indies  who  states  that  one  of  his  agents  In  Venemela 
wlslies  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  sup- 
plies for  shoemakers,  such  as  buttons,  ornaments,  rubber  heels,  polish, 
thread,  nails,  etc. 

Hardware,  etc..  No.  22315.— The  conunerclal  attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  In  France  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man 
who  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hard- 
ware and  other  commodities  which  may  be  marketable  In  France. 
Beference. 
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BKITISH  RESTRICTIONS  OH  THE  SALE  OF  aASO^UNE. 

[Vice  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Bradford,  England,  Aug.  0.1 

Subsequent  to  the  national  stock  taking  of  the  supplies  of  gasoline 
in  the  British  Isles,  and  based  upon  the  figures  revealed  by  the  gov- 
ernmental census  of  motor  fuel  available  for  distribution,  allotments 
were  made  upon  an  average  basis  of  25  per  cent  of  the  amounts  ap- 
plied for  by  the  owners  of  private  cars,  60  per  cent  for  commercial 
cars,  and  50  per  cent  for  public  vehicles,  such  as  omnibuses  and  taxi- 
cabs.  A  maximum  allowance  of  30  gallons  a  month  was  fixed  for 
private  cars,  and  2  gallons  monthly  for  motorcycles.  Applications 
were  made  on  the  prescribed  forms,  and  warrants  have  been  issued 
for  a  monthly  supply  by  the  "  Petrol  Committee  "  or  its  subsidiary 
organizations.  No  gasoline  can  be  purchased  without  such  a  war- 
rant, and  the  amount  obtained  is  indicated  on  the  warrant  at  the 
time  of  sale  by  the  seller. 

According  to  an  article  published  in  The  Autocar,  following  a 
recent  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  was  contended  that  the 
present  shortage  is  due  to  a  scarcity  of  "  tankers "  rather  than  any 
failure  of  the  world's  supply. 


TRADE-EXTENSION  NEEDS  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

[Consul  Lewis  W.  Ilaskcil,  Geneva,  Aug.  8.J     .  ,. 

The  American  consulate  at  Geneva,  having  moved  into  new  and 
commodious  quarters  in  the  center  of  the  city,  at  No.  8  Rue  Petitot, 
has  a  special  room  set  apart  for  catalogues  and  as  a  commercial 
reading  room.  Manufacturers  and  others  who  are  interested  in  the 
extension  of  American  foreign  trade  are  asked  to  keep  the  office 
supplied  with  late  editions  of  catalogues  and  other  data  useful  to 
commercial  inquirers.  Trade  directories  and  trade  papers,  together 
with  American  newspapers  carrying  advertisements,  are  also  avail- 
able in  this  commercial  reading  room,  and  it  is  urged  that  files  as 
complete  as  possible  be  provided. 
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EXPOBTS  OF  BSEADSTTTEFS,  OILS,  COTTOV,  ETC. 

The  usual  monthly  bulletin  showing  exports  of  domestic  bread- 
stuffs,  cottonseed  oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cotton, 
and  mineral  oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  It  shows  exports  as 
follows: 
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I  Sample  Fair  at  Sydney. 

Commercial  Attache  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  at  Melbourne,  Australia, 
reports  that  the  Sydney  Chamber  of  Commerce  expects  to  h<dd  a 
fair  and  exhibition  during  September,  1917,  and  it  is  announced  in 
the  papers  that  British  manufacturers  had  reserved  20,000  square 
foot  ((i  space  for  exhibition  purposes.  The  present  intention  is  to 
exhiliit  liritish  and  allied  goods  only. 
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MABEET  FOR  FIBE  EZTINQUISHEBS  IN  FRANCE. 

[Consul  William  n.  Uunt,  St.  Ellenne,  .Vug.  4.] 

AVith  the  exception  of  one  or  two  local  hnrdwarc  merchants  who 
handle  French-made  portable  hand  fire  extinguishers  there  are  no 
importers  of  or  dealers  handling  fire  apparatus  or  fire-depart- 
ment supplies  in  the  St.  Etienne  district.  The  center  of  this  class 
of  trade  is  in  Paris.  St.  Etienne  has  not  taken  an  advanced  position 
in  the  use  of  modem  and  up-to-date  fire-department  equipment  and 
supplies. 

A  market  might  be  developed  for  portable  hand  fire  extinguishers 
in  this  district,  but  the  successful  introduction  and  sale  of  an  article 
of  this  kind  would  require  the  personal  efforts  of  an  aggressive  agent 
on  the  spot,  with  the  necessary  time  to  cover  the  region,  armed  with 
apparatus,  and  able  to  show  by  practical  demonstration  the  superi- 
ority of  the  American-made  article. 

American  Exporters  Kust  Keet  Continental  Prices. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  war  the  competition  of  hand  fire  extinguish- 
ers made  on  the  Continent  was  quite  important,  based  largely  on  the 
active  manner  in  which  the  trade  was  pushed  and  the  low  prices  at 
which  they  were  sold.  The  prices  of  the  best-known  French  makes 
were  $3.86,  $4.82,  and  $6.17,  and  they  contained  from  2  to  4  liters. 
If  American  exporters  can  offer  good  hand  fire  extinguishers  in 
this  market  at  about  the  prices  quoted,  it  will  probably  be  possible 
to  develop  considerable  business  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Fire  extinguishers  are  classified  imder  numbers  512JJs,  575,  and  579 
of  the  French  import  tariff,  according  to  the  materials  of  which  they 
are  made,  and  pay  an  import  duty,  if  made  of  copper  or  iron,  of 
50  francs  per  100  kilos  net  weight  ($4.38  per  100  pounds) ;  and  if 
nickel  or  nickel  plated,  150  francs  per  100  kilos  net  weight  ($13.13 
per  100  pounds).  This  is  the  general  tariff  applicable  to  this  class 
of  goods  imported  from  America.  The  rubber  hose  for  hand  fire 
extinguishers  is  classified  under  No.  620  of  the  French  import  tariff 
and  pays  an  import  duty  of  90  francs  per  100  kilos  net  weight 
($7.88  per  100  pounds).  This  is  the  old  general  tariff  applicable  on 
this  class  of  goods  from  the  United  States. 

[A  list  of  possible  agents  In  St.  Etienne  for  fire  extinguishers  may  be  obtainect 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79599.] 


WATER  FRONT  IMPROVED  AT  VERA  CRTTZ. 

[CoDsol  William  W.  Canada,  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  Aug.  10.] 

In  order  to  beautify  the  esplanade  along  the  water  front  called 
the  "  Malec6n,"  the  favorite  promenade  of  the  people  of  Vera  Cruz 
in  the  late  afternoon  and  evening,  the  Mexican  authorities  are  pro- 
viding a  new  electric-light  system.  The  lights  are  being  placed  about 
25  feet  apart  in  the  center  of  the  esplanade,  in  a  line  approximately 
400  yards  long:  They  are  arranged  in  clusters  of  five,  which  sur- 
mount ornamental  iron  supports. 

The  Vera  Cruz  Electric  Light,  Power,  and  Traction  Co.,  an  Eng- 
lish concern  with  an  American  manager,  is  installing  the  system. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  European  war,  the  company  has  bought 
most  of  its  supplies  in  the  United  States. 
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AGSICTTLTimAL  mPLEMElTrS  FOB  COFFEE  ESTATES. 

[Special  Agent  Frank  H.  von  Motz,  Sio  Faulo,  Brazil,  July  16.] 

During  the  course  of  a  tour  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  I  visited  the 
f  azenda  of  Senhor  Vidal  near  Araraquara— one  of  the  most  produc- 
tive coffee  estates  in  that  section  of  Brazil.  After  inspecting  the  dry- 
ing courts  and  other  features  of  the  industrial  side  of  coffee-raising, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  manager  of  the  estate,  I  expressed  a  desire 
to  know  something  of  the  agricultural  side  of  plantation  work.  The 
manager  stated  that  most  of  the  land  devoted  to  coffee  culture  is 
timber  land.  Tlie  timber  is  cut  down  and  the  best  part  of  it  used  for 
fence  posts,  telegraph  posts,  and  lumber.  What  remains  is  sold  for 
firewood  or  burned  in  the  field.  It  is  necessary,  in  every  case,  to  bum 
over  the  land  before  planting,  as  the  undergrowth  between  the  trees 
is  very  heavy  and  if  not  burned  is  apt  to  take  new  life  after  it  has 
been  cut  down. 

After  the  land  has  been  cleared  of  everything  but  the  charred 
stumps  of  the  trees  it  is  plowed  with  6  to  12  inch  walking  plows  or 
with  reversible  disk  plows  having  24-inch  disks.  Wherever  it  is 
possible  to  do  so  the  land  is  then  disked  with  disk  harrows,  followed 
by  harrowing  with  spike-tooth  harrows.  The  young  plants  are  then 
set  out  or  the  seed  is  planted,  some  growers  using  aae  method  and 
some  the  other.  During  the  rainy  summer  months  (December,  Janu- 
ary, and  February)  the  w^ds  grow  very  fast,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
work  the  land  between  the  plants  with  5-tooth  cultivators,  pulverizing 
harrows,  or,  where  the  presence  of  tree  stumps  interfere,  with  hand 
hoes. 

On  several  occasions  I  have  seen  an  interesting  use  made  of  spike- 
tooth  harrows.  The  Brazilian  coffee  grower  takes  two  80-tooth  sec- 
tions and,  placing  them  side  by  side,  secures  them  ih  that  position 
with  four  strips  of  hardwood.  These  strips  are  quite  heavy  and  are 
bolted  to  the  harrow  sections,  and  in  this  way  a  solid  60-tooth  harrow 
is  made,  which,  on  account  of  the  weight  of  the  wood,  penetrates  the 
soil,  thoroughly  working  it  and  destroying  the  growth  of  weeds. 

Plows,  Harrows,  and  Com  Plaaten  Only  lines  in  Demand. 

In  a  general  way  it  may  be  stated  that  the  field  for  the  sale  of 
agricultural  implements  on  coffee  estates  is  confined  to  walking  plows, 
reversible-disk  plows,  disk  and  spike-tooth  harrows,  and  pulverizing 
harrows.  Some  growers  plant  com  between  the  rows  of  coffee  trees 
and  for  that  purpose  use  one-horse  com  planters  with  either  double- 
disk  or  runner  furrow  openers  and  with  pressure  wheels.  Where  com 
alone  is  planted  the  two-furrow  planter  with  runner  opener  is  largely 
used. 

Owing  to  the  moisture  in  the  soil  at  planting  time  the  single-disk 
furrow  opener  is  not  a  success,  and  I  saw  several  American  com 

flanters  with  single-disk  furrow  openers  that  had  been  abandoned, 
f  the  manufacturers  supplying  the  trade  will  furnish  a  double-disk 
opener  on  corn  planters,  they  will  meet  with  much  better  success.  It 
must  be  remembered,  however,  that  much  of  the  land'  in  the  State  of 
Sao  Paulo  is  very  hilly  and  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  farmers 
use  one-horse  corn  planters. 

Cheap  one-hole  hand  corn  shellers  are  found  on  nearly  every  lar^ 
estate.  In  this  State  it  is  customary  to  snap  the  com  and  store  it  m 
a  bam  or  shed  until  it  is  wanted  for  feed.    It  is  then  ground  quite 
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fine  in  power  mills  having  chilled  burrs,  the  whole  ear  (husk  and  all) 
being  fed  into  the  mill.  This  ground  corn  and  sugar-cane  tops  that 
have  been  put  through  a  chaff  cutter  and  cut  into  J-inch  lengths  form 
the  principal  food  of  work  animals  as  well  as  food  for  cows  and  pigs. 

AROENTHfTA  TEADE  IN  ALFALFA  SEED. 

[Consul  WUUam  Dawson,  jr.,  RoBarlo,  July  24.] 

The  cultivation  of  alfalfa  has  increased  very  rapidly  in  Argentina. 
Figures  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  show  the  following 
areas  imder  this"  crop:  1872—261,392  acres;  188S— 963,729  acres; 
1895—1,762,079  acres;  1914^18,219,998  acres.  Of  the  area  under 
alfalfa  in  1914,  some  14,000,000  acres  fell  to  the  Provinces  of  Buenos 
Aires,  Cordoba,  and  Santa  Fe,  which  led  in  the  order  named.  Other 
Provinces  and  Territories  figuring  in  statistics  with  more  than 
100,000  acres  under  alfalfa  in  1914  were  Pampa  Central,  San  Luis, 
Entre  Rios,  Mendoza,  and  San  Juan. 

The  placmg  of  large  tracts  under  alfalfa  led  to  an  active  importa- 
tion of  foreign  seed,  which  has,  however,  fallen  off  in  recent  years. 
This  is  probably  due  to  two  chief  causes — the  augmented  production 
of  Argentine  seed  and  the  real-estate  crisis  that  resulted  in  the  failure 
of  many  large  rural  proprietors. 

Practically  all  the  alfalfa  seed  imported  is  entered  at  Buenos 
Aires.  Rosario  is  credited  with  less  than  1  per  cent  of  the  total 
imports  in  1910,  about  3  per  cent  in  1911,  a  little  imder  5  per  cent  in 
1912,  and  no  imports  in  1913.  Imports  at  other  points  of  this  con- 
sular district  are  insignificant.  The  total  imports  of  alfalfa  seed 
amounted  to  251  metric  tons  in  1914  and  871  metric  tons  in  1915. 

Prices  and  Packing — Bosario  Sealers. 

The  price  of  alfalfa  seed  is  subject  to  great  variation.  Wholesale 
dealers  at  Rosario  state  that  as  a  rule  seed  costs  them  from  4  to  8 
paper  pesos  per  10  kilos  (7.7  to  15.4  cents  per  pound).  Under  excep- 
tional circumstances  they  claim  to  have  paid  as  low  as  3  pesos  (5.8 
cents  per  pound)  and  as  high  as  11  pesos  (21.2  cents  per  pound). 
Alfalfa  is  sown  in  September  and  March,  the  March  sowing  being 
the  more  important.  Wholesalers  must  receive  seed  by  February  15 
and  August  15,  as  the  case  may  be.  Seed  is  generally  packed  in  good- 
grade  jute  bags  holding  from  60  to  70  kilos  (132  to  154  pounds). 
Alfalfa  seed  is  free  of  duty.  [The  regulations  governing  the  im- 
portation of  alfalfa  seed  were  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
September  21,  1915,  p.  1385.1 

Argentine  seed^  purchased  largely  in  the  interior  Provinces,  is 
handled  at  Rosario  by  a  number  of  firms.  Several  local  wholesalers 
have  also  imported  alfalfa  seed  on  a  small  scale.  As  already  stated, 
however,  practically  all  imported  seed  is  entered  at  Buenos  Aires. 
The  interest  of  Rosario  firms  is  only  spasmodic  and  depends  largely 
on  the  condition  of  the  local  market.  A  list  of  firms  which  might  be 
interested  in  American  seed,  if  particularly  attractive  as  respects 
quality  and  price,  accompanies  this  report  [and  may  be  obtained  from 
tne  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and 
cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  79614].  Any  corre- 
spondence addressed  to  those  firms  should  be  in  Spanish.  It  should 
include  price  quotations  c.  i.  f.  Rosario,  if  possible,  and  should  be 
accompanied  by  a  small  sample  of  seed. 
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FOBEIOH  TRADE  0?  THE  PHUIPFIITES  FOB  SIX  MOWTES. 

Tlie  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Philippine  Islands  in- 
creased from  106,358,860  pesos  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  to 
114,983,705  for  the  same  period  in  1916.  The  imports  decreased  in 
value  from  47,727,660  jpesos  for  the  first  six  mcmths  of  1915  to  41,050,- 
542  for  the  same  period  in  1916,  while  the  exports  increased  from 
58,631,200  to  73,933,253  pesos.  The  following  table  shows  the  share 
of  each  country  in  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  and  1916,  the  values  being 
given  in  pesos  (1  peso=50  cents  gold) : 


Country. 

1915 

1916 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  trade. 

Imports. 

Total  trad*. 

United  States 

Pesof. 

26,239.218 

251,762 

4,(106 

2.736 

3,075.,'M2 

3,5.14. 123 

651.292 

6,518.212 

187,858 

935,340 

2,475,248 

159,136 

1,030,334 

I,523,IB3 

612., M6 

337,896 

11!,  264 

239,788 

106,178 

85,008 

78,440 

38,014 

15,772 

U,794 

1,270 

218 

8,126 

P<fO». 
38,675,940 
109,373 

Pcm». 

4S,S15.1S8 

301.134 

4.C08 

110.864 

12.675.548 

8,925.903 

8,100.256 

6,564,7U 

3,924,134 

3,775,680 

3,714,110 

2,010,383 

2,105  074 

1.953,980 

598,088 

S49.N76 

36.'.  170 

361.988 

239.924 

107.732 

yyrm 

7.-.,  '10 
,,-,.14 
1.7,772 
!-;,.94 
i;270 
2,128 
182,67f) 

Prsot. 
30,066,814 
183,398 

Pan. 

33,948,569 
159,158 

Pom. 
54, 833, 383 

Hawaii 

341,556 

Ouam .,.,, 

108,128 

9,699.704 

6,  ,381, 780 

7,608,964 

10,500 

3,730,266 

2,840.320 

1,238,944 

2,457,238 

1,134,840 

4.30,948 

51,288 

37.:110 

LT,.S74 

247,444 

136 

1,554 

119 

2,494,364 

4,, 320, 723 
6:30, 4a» 

4,692.991 
101.934 
7S5.41B 

2,473,854 
107, 171 

1,398,293 

1,102.569 
520.186 

l.l,'*2,(i97 

,33L\'.ll8 

101. \m 

(a.  008 
125,219 

I'W  -18 

.'■  ,,-Il 

;..m 

7,544 

17,326 

86 

22,033 

61.867 
17.126.087 

6.707.630 
8,005.408 
113,874 
4.519,238 
2,30fi,»10 
2,OOO.S40 
1.174.999 
1,880.233 

804, aoo 

170,  JB4 
110,281 

61.986 

United  Kingdom 

Japan 

19.610,461 
10,088,358 

Fiance 

3,635,838 

French  East  Indies 

4,806,885 

4,621,161 

spais..::. :..:..::::::: 

3,002,381 

cfitaa 

4,483,6M 

ItaJT 

1,282,  in 

Brttisli  East  India 

8.084,588 

Australasia 

1,977,1» 
080,888 

Bwitwiland 

Dntelk  East  Indlet 

1,292,9!S 
382,807 

Slam 

Netberiamds 

508,513 

83,008 

136,319 

346,518 

48,488 

10,711 

t,ta. 
^,m 

17,888 

Pernniirk 

8,4flO 

Sweden 

Aostria-Hungary 

800 

439 

""m.'m 

80,210 

Enpt 

1,910 
124,044 

191,638 
103,  M 

oHier  countries 

Total 

47,737,860 

58,631,300 

106,358,880 

41,060,543 

73,833,253 

114,883,7*5 

Some  of  the  Prlaoipal  ImporU. 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  imports  of  cotton  and 
manufactures,  rice,  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  wheat  flour,  and 
other  leading  articles  of  import,  as  shown  by  the  following  table 
showing  some  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  the  islands 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  and  1916: 


Artlelea. 


AKTlcultural  Implements, 

and  parts 

Caralxio 

Other  cattio 

Books,  and  other  printed 

niatier 

Brass,  and  manulactures 

o£ 

Wheat  flour 

Other  brrodstuffs 

Automobiles,  and  parts  of. 
other  cars,  carriages,  etc., 

and  parts  o( 

Comont 


1915 


Pe$o$. 
71.930 
83,812 

374,394 

481,044 

149.684 
2,091,9.36 

913,782 
1,058,224 

181,418 

412,286 


1910 


Pint. 

86,006 


275,488 
468,894 

164,907 
1,856.925 

472.920 
1,326,659 

240.686 
293,265 


Aitldei. 


Chemkals.  drngi,  djres, 
and  medicines..... 

Coal 

Coooaor  cacao 

Coffee 

Copper,  and  manufaetuna 
o( , 

Cotton,  and  mannfartnw 
ol 

Diamonds  and  other  pre- 
cious stones,  imaet 

Earthen,  stone,  and  china 
ware 


1915 


Pttoi. 

798,348 

1,387,408 

210,648 

311,348 

104,906 

11,389,060 

233,009 

01,573 
496,738 


I9U 


Petot. 

l,lM,i» 

1.470, « 

428.438 

338,114 

108,742 

8,493,608 

339, 748 

U3,8U 
403,888 
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Articles. 


Fibers,  vegetable,  and 
nuknufactures  of 

Fish  and  flsh  prodacta 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Glass  and  glassware 

Gold,  platinum,  and  sil- 
ver, and  manulactures 
of.. 

India  rubber,  manulac- 
tures of 

Electrical  instruments  and 
apparatus 

Motion-pioture  apparatus, 
and  fllms  for 

Other  instruments  and  ap- 
paratus   

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of 

Leather,  and  >  manubo- 
turesof 

Meat  products 

Daily  products 

Musical  instruments,  and 
ports  of 

Jlluminating  oil 

Other  oils 

Paints  and  pigments 


1915 

1916 

Pesos. 
729,418 
525,398 
314.348 
245,224 

Pesos. 
523.525 
641,311 
345,812 
237,797 

68,898 

65,322 

212,998 

361,984 

342,888 

242,800 

191,137 

291,738 

149,380 

169,790 

3,360,330 

3,737,200 

894,322 
1,216,943 

761,772 

1,348,006 

1,596,712 

994,724 

70,856 

716,111 

1,053,386 

266,425 

87,814 

1,099,216 

887,294 

202,470 

Articles. 


1916 


Paper,  and  manufacturei! 

of 

Perfumery  and  all    toilet 

preparations 

Fnotograph  equipment 

and  supplies 

Plated    ware,    gold,   and 

silver 

Rice 

Silk,  and  manulitctures  of . . 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  and   nialt 

liquors 

Sugar  and  molmses 

Tobacco,  and  manufac- 
tures or 

Vegetables 

Wax 

Wood,  and  manufactures 

of 

Wool,  and  manuIOctures 

of... 

Other  Imports 

Total 


Pesos. 

031.367  ; 

115.963 

113.212 

74,000 

4,843.420 

815,204 

187,211 

321,707 
122,780 

400,591 
727,660 
113,760 

221,711 

98,283 
3,263,994 


41,050,542 


Pesos. 
719.45) 

192,701 

97,036 

74,654 

6.597,582 

882,542 

419,364 

290.962 
196,608 

339,648 
646,994 
138,960 

294,680 

378,800 
2,894,108 


47,727,660 


The  amount  of  duties  collected  on  imports  decreased  from  5,423,666 
pesos  for  the  1915  period  to  4,426,627  pesos  for  the  1916  period. 
The  Principal  Exports, 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  was  due  principally  to  the 
greater  shipments  of  hemp  and  sugar,  as  shown  oy  the  following 
table  showing  the  principal  exports  from  the  islands  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Beche  de  mer 

Pesos. 

77,736 

21,764 

7,524 

Pesos. 

36,400 

6,712 

2,096 

4,050 

2,875.645 

130,075 

6,026,821 

36  186 

29,936 

698,061 

43,626 

8,393 

11,662 

127,341 

16,285 

676,284 

370,664 

139,767 

30,610,981 

678,273 

1,846,260 

5,659 

160,156 
7,288 

125,328 
7,130 

r™ 

jP«oj. 
1,914 
10,668 
5,998 
4,264 
16,636 
283,390 
7,308 

Pesos, 
2,60) 

12,924 

Carabao  hides 

Sajim  wood 

52,952 

5,313 

2,640,226 

67,624 

15,183.400 

9,614 

476 

196,700 

48,306 

17,668 

11,862 

S8,134 

22,234 

241,614 

205,764 

102,140 

24,038,582 

212,734 

463,994 

22,582 

18,688 

2,010 

<2,980 

110 

ei;.irk  fins 

16,021 

Copper,  scrap  and  old 

Copra 

Shells 

267,953 

Spirits,  distilled  

17,117 

Cowhides 

Sponges,              ...••.•... 

17,000 

ElemJ 

Sucar ,. 

10,227,870 

3,100,178 

42  020 

1,636,000 

1,092 

384 

2,350 

4,718 

8,630 

4,792 

30,778 

410 

678 

206,736 

456.803 

22,014,073 

Tobacco: 

Cigars , 

Fruits 

2,555,291 

Furniture 

47,089 

Glue 

U I'um  U*Ij'''C0, ,,.,..,. 

2,617,551 

Gum  oopal 

other  articles: 

CinnRTnin  

Gutta-percha 

4,361 

Hats 

Coconut,  desiccated  . . . 
Indigo 

8,651 

Hemp,  knotted 

50,231 

Hemp  roDO 

Knotted  bamboo 

Matches 

3,570 

300 

IrUmmr  

Orchids   

e,822 

Maguey 

Rattan 

33.423 

Malt  liquors 

8,140 

Metals,    metal    composi- 
tions, and  manulactures 
of 

6,654 

AU  other  domestic  exports. 
Exports  of   foreign  mer- 

:oo,oi2 

Paool 

1,734,173 

Total  exports 

Put  nuts 

58,631,200 

73,933,253 

British  Columbia  Uining  Dividends. 

Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward  reports  from  Vancouver  that  the 
dividends  paid  by  British  Columbia  mines  during  tlie  first  six  months 
of  1916  amounted  to  $1,96G,.S54,  being  approximately  double  the 
amount  distributed  during  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year. 
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INCBEASED  EXPOBTS  FBOH  BELFAST  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Ireland,  Ang.  16.] 

According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  Belfast  consulate,  the  total 
value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  first  six  months  in 
1916  was  $10,112,372,  an  increase  of  $2,567,772  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  in  1915. 

Linen  goods  amounting  to  $8,254,053,  increased  by  the  value  of 
$2,067,517.  Yarn  and  thread  increased  $227,841  and  $44,451,  re- 
spectively. Flax,  valued  at  $631,447,  shows  an  increase  of  $41,680. 
The  exports  of  cotton  goods,  aggregating  $428,788,  increased 
$104,680;  bleached  cloth  forming  the  largest  single  item.  Whisky, 
valued  at  $121,139  shows  an  increase  of  $58,731. 

Shipments  to  the  Philippine  Islands  amounted  to  $2,974,  a  decrease 
of  $1,497;  to  Porto  Rico,  $6,819,  an  increase  of  $6,218  as  compared 
with  the  first  six  months  in  1915.  Exports  to  those  possessions  con- 
sisted principally  of  manufswstures  of  flax.  There  were  no  certified 
invoices  for  shipments  to  Hawaii  during  the  first  six  months  in 
1916. 
Exports  to  ITalted  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared,  values  of  exports  from 
Belfast  to  the  ID^ted  States  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 

1916 

1916 

Articlas. 

1915 

1916 

Cotton: 
Ooth- 

Not  blmched 

BloocheJ 

$1,274 
89,118 
4,416 
4,080 
3,211 
33,251 
11,228 

11,491 

23,213 
83,750 
20,223 
22,919 
16,875 
19,724 

$1,800 

134,354 

6,392 

Flax,  manafaoturai  of— Con. 
Haodkafxaitof)  -Con. 

Htmstltohed 

Embroidered 

Woven  flax  articlas,  n.  e.  s. . 
Tluead: 

From  yam  not  finer 

thanilea 

From  yam  finer  than 
Jlea. 

$218,96* 
323,666 

i,m,an 

1,230 

63,180 

2,174 

69,016 
I7,M1 

7,330 
4,006 
16,644 
U,»t» 
1,171 

$30S,>M 
S<3.0tl 

Meroeriaed 

1,342,617 

Printed 

Dyed 

■■'w'iOT 

12,042 
U,068 

34,363 

69,542 
12,175 
66,528 
29,377 
62,340 

69,845 

661,836 

6,318 

4,448 

40,165 
4,764,627 

1,394,986 

61,731 

4,466 

iot,ie 

Notliemmed 

Uommed  or  hem- 
stitobed 

Yams: 

Not  finer  UiSD  8  lea.... 

Finer  than  8  lea  and 

not  finer  tbaaso  lea.. 

Finm^tbanSOlea 

Fmlt  preserves  not  ov»r 

lOpercentalotaahol 

Fnseloil 

1,W 

Embroidered 

Woven  articles,  n.  e.  8. 
Msnutactntw,  o.  e.  s. . . 
All  otha' 

•SlS 

F»lt 

Flax: 

Not  hackled 

Oingeraleinbotttas 

&ts 

Hackled 

674,645 
8,378 
6,844 

31,920 
3,0n,3S6 

1,392,205 
30,268 

Household  eSeoCs 

u» 

Noils 

Itaottfactures  of  jute: 

Burlaps 

Tow  of 

26,6)1 

Flax  manuliustaras  of* 

Plaln„ 

1^146 

If^hhMiry ..,., 

7,aeo 

4,470 
02,069 
62,408 

6435 
77,700 

ifH 

7^W 

Fabrics.pUiD  woven.. 
Fabrics  not  plain  wo- 
ven   ,, 

3t,m 

Whisky         

la.ia 

Wool  manuiactnres,  cloth.. 
All  other  articles 

tt,M 

li^iH 

Not  hammed   or 
hemmed  only... 

Total 

7,644,000 

10,1U,3R 

New  Mining  Companies  in  Chile. 

The  organization  of  two  new  mining  companies  in  Chile  has  re- 
cently received  Government  approval.  The  first,  "  Compaiila  Miners 
Domeyko,"  was  organized  in  Santiago  with  a  capital  of  500,000  pesos 
(paper),  to  acquire  and  exploit  mines  in  the  department  of  Com- 
barbala.  The  second,  "Nueva  Compaiifa  Minera  de  Las  Vacas," 
capitalized  in  Valparaiso  at  1,500,000  pesos,  purposes  to  work  gold 
mines  in  the  mining  district  of  Las  Vacas  in  Los  Vilos. 
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ECTJADOE  MAEKET  EEPOET  FOE  JTJNE. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Coding,  Guayaquil,  July  19.] 

In  order  to  have  an  accurate  understanding  of  the  prices  of  the 
principal  exports  from  Ecuador,  a  few  explanations  are  necessary, 
as  those  given  are  for  warehouse  delivery  in  Guayaquil.  In  all  cases 
the  prices  are  for  100  pounds. 

To  the  quotations  for  cacao,  $2.63  for  export  duty,  cleaning,  bag- 
gage, and  lighterage  on  each  100  pounds  must  be  added  to  sliow  the 
cost  f.  o.  b.  If  $1.70  for  freight  be  also  added  the  cost  delivered 
at  the  port  of  New  York  will  be  arrived  at.  For  each  100  pounds 
of  coffee  $0.64  is  to  be  added  for  export  duty,  bagging,  and  lighter- 
age. With  hides,  tiie  price  quoted  should  be  augmented  by  $2.96  for 
poisoning,  export  duty,  and  lighterage.  To  the  price  quoted  for 
shelled  ivory  nuts  $L06  is  to  be  added  for  export  duty,  bagging,  and 
lighterage.  The  quotations  for  rubber  are  to  be  increased  by  $5.72 
per  100  pounds  for  export  duty,  bagging,  and  lighterage. 

ITiese  additions  for  duty,  bagging,  etc.,  are  permanent  and  should 
always  be  added  to  the  prices  quoted  for  this  market. 
Prices  of  Xeadinir  Exports. 

The  price  for  Arriba  cacao  was  maintained  at  $11.43  by  the 
Asociacion  until  June  10;  from  June  12  to  17,  at  $11.87;  from  June 
19  to  21,  at  $12.29 ;  and  from  that  date  to  the  end  of  the  month  at 
$12.71.  These  advances  were  due  to  the  reaction  in  the  local  rate 
of  exchange,  as  the  prices  in  Europe  and  the  United  States  remained 
stationary.  The  receipts  of  cacao  to  date  exceed  those  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year  by  8,750,000  pounds.  The  shipments 
for  the  month,  in  pounds,  were:  To  Chile,  36,052;  France,  207,146; 
Spain,  276,050;  United  Kingdom,  4,937,650;  United  States,  2,423,122; 
a  total  of  7,880,020  pounds. 

The  coffee  market  has  been  quiet,  with  a  downward  tendency,  ow- 
ing to  the  proximity  of  the  new  crop.  The  prices  quoted  were: 
For  first  grade,  $8.05 ;  second  grade,  $7.63.  Chile  purchased  69,895 
pounds ;  France,  10^93 ;  Panama,  43,156,  and  Peru,  5,145  pounds- 
Hide  prices  remained  stationary  during  the  month,  serranos  being 
quoted  at  $17.95,  crioUos  at  $16.10,  and  picados  at  $8.48.  Shipments 
totaling  67,100  pounds  went  to  the  United  States. 

As  usual,  the  ivory-nut  market  was  weakj  with  declining  prices, 
the  shelled  nuts  being  quoted  at  $1.06.  Spam  took  all  the  nuts  ex- 
ported— 56,667  pounds. 

There  were  no  variations  in  rubber  prices,  maroma  bringing  $25.42 
and  faojas  $21.19.    There  were  8,984  pounds  exported  to  the  United 
States. 
Imports  Daring  JTuie— Ezchance. 

The  imports  aggregated  5,639  tons,  the  sources  being:  France, 
1,466  packages;  Holland,  159;  Mexico,  18;  Peru,  971;  United  King- 
dom, 15,090;  United  States,  31,144;  West  Indies,  562. 

The  rate  of  exchange  on  New  York  for  commercial  paper  has  been 
at  2.36,  with  some  selling  at  2.32,  whereas  the  mint  rate  is  2.053. 

The  California  State  Superintendent  of  Banks  has  issued  a  li- 
cense to  the  Sumitomo  Bank  (Ltd.)  of  Osaka,  Japan,  to  establish 
a  branch  in  San  Francisco.  The  allotment  of  capital  to  the  branch 
is  $300,000.  The  San  Francisco  Call  announces  the  bank's  plans  to 
open  this  month. 
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BRITISH  COLONIAL  BONDS  AS  INVESTHENTS. 

[Special  Agent  Frederic  M.  Balsey,  Aug.  11.] 

In  British  West  Indian  colonial  bonds  and  inscribed  stock  is  to  be 
found  a  class  of  "near  at  home"  securities  well  worthy  of  notice. 
The  West  Indian  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  many  of  them  long 
dormant,  are  feeling  the  benefits  of  the  present  boom  in  sugar. 
Plantations  have  been  cleared  and  put  in  CH-der,  and  more  progress 
is  to  be  noted  than  has  existed  at  any  time  during  the  past  quarter 
century.  British  Guiana,  Great  Britain's  only  South  American  jxjs- 
session,  has  likewise  felt  the  effects  of  the  rise  m  sugar. 

The  securities  of  the  British  colonies  are  free  from  all  stamp  taxes, 
and  in  normal  times  sell  at  very  high  figures.  At  present  prices,  in 
view  of  their  short  maturities,  their  yield  in  several  instances  is  well 
above  5  per  cent,  and  in  the  event  or  their  being  called  for  payment 
by  sinking  fund  the  yield  and  profit  will  be  much  larger.'  Tlie 
present  low  prices  should  be  noted : 


Eocuritlej. 


Wben 
redeemaUs. 


Price  on 

July  27, 

MM. 


Present     De- 
prtoe.     cUat. 


Antigua  4percent 

Barbados  3i  per  cent 

British  Quiaiui  4  per  cent. 
British  Quiana  3  per  cent. . 

Grenada  4  per  cent , 

Jamaica  4  per  cent 

Jamaica 3}  percent 

Jamaica  3  mr  cent 

St.  Lucia  4  per  cent 

Trinidad  4  per  cent 

Trinidad  3  per  cent 


1»1«-1944 
192S-1042 

1939 
192S-194S 
1917-1942 

1934 
1919-1949 
U82-1944 
1919-1944 
1917-1943 
1922-1944 


100 
88 

90 
» 
99 

100 
88 
79 
9S 

101 


77 

2S 

74 

11 

8S 

14 

74 

4 

79 

30 

85 

U 

n 

IS 

75 

4 

82 

K 

85 

1< 

63 

U 

These  are  the  asked  prices ;  the  stocks  could  doubtless  be  obtained 
at  lower  figures. 
The  Antlsrna,  Guiana,  Barbados,  and  Grenada  Loans. 

The  4  per  cent  bonds  of  the  Island  of  Antigua  were  first  offered  for 
public  subscription  in  the  year  1894,  the  price  being  103|.  The  issue 
is  for  £100,000  ($486,650),  which  is  practically  the  entire  public  debt 
of  the  island.  A  sinking  fund  will  purchase  bonds  up  to  par  from 
1919  to  1944. 

The  4  per  cent  and  3  per  cent  loans  of  the  colony  of  Britisli 
Guiana  are  outstanding  to  the  amounts  of  £194,500  and  £250,000 
($946,535  and  $1,216,625),  respectively.  These  issues  and  other 
securities  to  an  aggregate  amount  of  about  £100,000  represent  the 
total  debt  of  the  colony.  The  4  per  cent  loan  was  originally  issued  at 
about  98,  while  the  3  per  cent  issue  was  brought  out  part  at  96}  and 
part  at  93.    Both  issues  are  provided  with  sinking  funds. 

The  Barbados  3^  per  cent  loan  is  for  £375,000  ($1,824,940).  TOie 
original  offering  price  of  this  issue  was  102J  per  cent,  which  reflects 
the  excellent  credit  of  this  island. 

Grenada's  4  per  cent  loan  is  outstanding  to  the  amoimt  of  £123,000 
($598,580) ,  this  representing  practically  the  entire  debt  of  the  colony. 
The  issue  was  originally  brought  out  at  about  101  and  at  one  time 
sold  as  high  as  111|.  Conditions  on  this  island  are  said  to  be  much 
better  than  for  some  time  past,  and  it  should  be  able  to  take  care  of 
its  obligations  without  assistance  of  the  mother  country.  Sinking 
fund  begins  operation  next  year  and  will  redeem  bonds  prior  to  1943. 
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The  Jamaica,  St.  Lucia,  And  Trialdad  Issues. 

The  Jamaica  loans  are  outstanding  as  follows:  1  per  cent, 
£1,099.048  ($5,348,515) :  SJ  per  cent,  £1,403,600  ($7,208,005) ;  3  per 
cent,  £200,000  ($&73,306).  The  4  per  cent  loan  was  originally  sub- 
scribed for  at  prices  averaging  from  103  to  103^  and  is  being  pur- 
chased from  time  to  time  for  a  sinking  fxmd,  wMch  will  keep  the 
issue  alire  until  its  final  retirement  in  1J>34.  The  3J  per  cent  loan  .was 
issued  in  1900  to  acquire  the  Jamaica  Railway,  the  bonds  being  taken 
by  the  company's  first-mortgage  bondholders.  The  3  per  cent  issue 
was  brought  out  at  sli^tly  above  100,  reflecting  the  high  credit  of 
the  largeS  British  West  Indian  island. 

St.  Lncia  is  enjoying  proeperity  now  tlmt  the  British  West  Indian 
naval  station  has  been  established  there.  The  4  per  cent  bond  issue 
is  for  £85,4T9  ($415,995) .  It  was  brought  out  at  102  and  higher.  St. 
Lucia  has  also  a  small  4|  per  cent  debenture  issue  (£49,100,  or 
$238,945)  outstanding;  these  debentures  may  be  purchased  at  about 
90-91.  Thej  are  beiaii;  redeemed  by  a  sinking  fund,  which  buys  the 
debentures  up  to  par. 

Trinidad,  with  its  oil  hoam  and  increased  production  of  sugar,  is  in 
ezeeUent  miancaal  condition.  Its  4  per  cent  loan  (£072,500,  or 
$4,732,670)  sold  (nriginally  at  99  to  103^.  The  3  per  cent  loan 
(£600,000,  or  $2,^19,;»0O>  was  brought  out  at  98. 


FEOTOeiATHBir  X>TEBIOB  SniFCTUBS  OF  COHCKETE  WOBK. 

[Consul  George  Nicolas  Utt,  St  Gall,  SwttaertaBd,  Jatj  21.] 

Some  soceessfiil  eaperiments  in  photographing  the  iron  reinforce- 
ments of  concrete  work  with  Roentgen  rays,  recently  made  by  In- 
specting Knginetftr  E.  Stettler  of  the  Swiss  Railway  Department,  are 
attractmg  modi  attentioik  among  Swiss  construction  engineers.  The 
advantages  of  being  able  to  make  an  examination  of  the  condition  of 
such  reinforceBKnts  or  the  proper  disposition  and  situation  thereof 
without  desiroTiiw  the  (xmcrete  structure  are  self-evident,  as  well  as 
the  desirability  of  being  able  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  position 
of  the  reinforcing  iron  rods  upon  the  completion  of  the  cement  parts 
of  a  new  building  or  a  new  cement  structure. 

En^ine^  Stctuer,  bj  the  use  of  special  plates  adapted  to  any  con- 
struction, has  apparently  obtained  serviceable  pictures  of  the  inner 
sbrocture  of  cement  blocks.  To  eyes  accustomed  to  pictures  with 
axetl  detail  and  nnidh  light  and  shadow,  the  first  results  of  the 
Komtgen  expoepie  may  seem  somewhat  meager.  However,  the  iron 
reinforcements  in  the  pictores  are  shown  in  their  proper  size  and 
situation,  as  also  the  connections  and  crossings,  so  that  the  imperfect 
connections  can  be  clearly  rect^nized. 

WATEB  8DPFLY  FOB  FUEBTO  BASSIOS. 

The  Gorenuneat  of  Guatemala  has  authorized  the  Guatemala  Rail- 
way Co.  to  supply  drinking  water  to  the  city  of  Puerto  Barrios. 
The  water  will  be  taken  from  the  River  Las  Escobas,  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  port  Estrada  Cabrera,  and  pipe  lines  will  be  extended 
under  water  through  the  bay.  The  contract  between  the  railway 
company  and  the  Government,  which  is  published  in  El  Guatemalteco 
of  August  3,  specifies  that  the  work  must  be  completed  within  six 
months. 
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CHUEAN  TBABE  STATISTICS. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso;  all  sums  In  V.  8.  ctirrency.l 

Figures  just  made  public  by  the  Chilean  Statistical  Bureau  place 
the  value  of  the  Republic's  imports  in  1915  at  $55,922^18,  or 
$42,538,977  less  than  in  1914;  exports  are  valued  at  $117,606,365,  or 
$10,179,053  more  than  in  1914;  thus  giving  to  Chile's  foreign  com- 
merce last  year  a  total  value  of  $173,528,583,  as  contrasted  with 
$205,888,507  in  1914,  $263,075,578  in  1913,  $259,719,149  in  1912, 
$248,058,202  in  1911,  and  $224,365,190  in  1910. 

Tlie  United  States,  France,  Germany,  and  Great  Britain  are  the 
four  chief  suppliers  of  the  Chilean  market,  the  value  of  Chile's 
imports  from  these  countries  in  the  past  six  years  having  been: 


Imported  from— 

1910 

1911 

1913 

1913 

1914 

UI5 

United  Stales 

813,369,774 

7,010,929 
26,298,071 
84,340,573 
27,564,932 

$15,775,969 
6,931,713 
32,696,171 
40,805,052 
31,172,574 

$16,806,341 

7,261,061 

33,189,070 

38,616,886 

26,208,638 

$X,089.1S8 
«,«2S,360 
29,578,138 
36,109,211 
27,874.234 

$20,148,578 
4,206,107 
25,880,770 
22,834.633 
25,883,109 

*"i:^,^ 

Ffance 

8,583,589 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 

18, 6*1,  on 

Total   

108,582,279 

127,381,479 

122,075,996 

120,274,001 

98,461,195 

55,922,218 

Notwithstanding  the  decline  in  the  value  of  the  merchandise  im- 
ported into  Chile  from  the  United  States  in  1915  as  compared  witii 
1914,  that  country  supplied  one-third  of  the  year's  merchandise  im- 
ports, as  the  following  table  discloses: 


Countries. 

1910 

1911 

1913 

1913 

1914 

1915 

United  State) 

Per  a. 
12.31 
6.45 
24.22 
81.63 
2f.39 

Per  a. 
12.38 
5.44 
25.66 
82.02 
24.50 

Peru. 
13.78 
6.94 
27.18 
31.63 
31.49 

Pact. 
16.70 
6.50 
34.50 
30.01 
23.20 

Per  d. 
20.46 
4.27 
26.29 
22.67 
26.31 

Pad. 
33.31 

Pxanoe .>•••■•-•■ •>•••••>••>.. 

3.0< 

Germany 

United  klnidom 

6.41 
33.  to 

All  other 

tS.43 

Total 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.40 

SUght  Becovery  in  Exports. 

The  increase  of  $10,179^053  that  occurred  in  Chile's  exports  last 
year  was  due  to  the  expansion  of  the  Republic's  trade  with  the  United 
States  and  the  increased  shipments  to  "all  other  countries,"  these 
gains  being  sufficient  to  offset  the  complete  disappearance  of  Grermany 
as  a  customer  for  Chilean  products.  As  officially  given,  the  values 
of  the  exports  from  Chile  for  the  past  six  years  were: 


Exported  to- 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

United  States 

$24,680,878 
6,237,284 
23,142,907 
46,386,858 
16,334,984 

$19,551,933 

5,865,179 

26,199,771 

53,258.282 

15,801,569 

$24,514,565 

7.668,570 

28,060,095 

55, 102,649 

22,296,674 

$30,413,888 

8,847,885 
80,772,743 
55,548.342 
17,219,221 

$31,4)4,341 

4,245.138 

18,078,986 

40,041,307 

13,627,650 

$to.m,M3 

France 

3;55«;(W 

Oermanv 

United  Kiogdom 

All  other  countries 

45,wi'4ii 

23,2<0^619 

Total 

115,782,911 

120,676,723 

137,643,163 

142,801,577 

107,427,313 

U7,6II«,»« 

By  thus  taking  42.68  per  cent  of  the  exports,  the  United  States 
became  Chile's  best  customer  in  1915,  instead  of  occupying  second 
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or  third  rank  as  in  former  years.  The  relative  positions  of  the  four 
leading  purchasers  of  Chilean  products  during  the  last  six  years  are 
shown  by  the  following  schedule : 


CouDtrla. 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

UnftAd  States 

Pa  et. 

21.28 

4.52 

19.99 

40.  oa 

14.  IS 

Per  a. 
16.  SI 
4.86 
21.77 
44.13 
12.43 

PfT  el. 
17.81 
5.57 
20.38 
40.00 
1G.24 

Peret. 
21.39 
6.19 
21.  S6 
38.89 
12.08 

Pact. 
29.26 
3.95 
16.82 
37.27 
12.70 

Pcret. 
42.68 

3.03 

Dnitsd  kingdom 

34.  U 

illotl>er5..T.... 

19.79 

Total 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

160.00 

100.00 

CONDITION  OF  BRITISH  FLAX  TBADE. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  .\ug.  18.] 

The  arrangement  by  which  British  flax  merchants  were  prohibited 
from  buying  or  selling  Russian  flax  or  tow  was  explained  by  the 
financial  secretary  of  the  War  Office  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
Augixst  16,  1916.    He  said: 

Toward  tbe  eod  of  1915  there  was  a  serious  shortage  of  Russian  flax  in  this 
country,  and  for  this  reason  the  department  was  unable  to  obtain  the  full 
amonnt  of  linen  goods  required  for  Government  purposes.  la  order  to  secure 
adequate  supplies  of  Russian  flax  and  so  far  as  possible  to  prevent  unreasonable 
inflation  of  prices.  It  was  decided  to  centralize  the  purchase  of  Russian  flax  In 
the  hands  of  the  largest  four  firms  in  the  trade,  acting  as  Government  agents. 
This  course  was  rendered  all  the  more  necessary  by  the  importance  of  organ- 
izing transit  and  shipment  to  and  from  the  port  of  Archangel.  The  scheme 
was  adopted  on  grounds  of  public  policy  and  was  elaborated  in  close  consulta- 
tion with  the  leading  flax  spinners  and  merchants.  The  arrangements  for 
dealing  with  next  season's  crop  are  not  yet  settled,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
consider  any  representations  tiiat  may  be  made  on  the  subject  before  coming 
to  a  decision. 

(A  statement  regarding  the  British  flax  decree  was  published  in  Ck>MMKacE 
BSPOBTB  for  Mar.  14.  1916.] 


NEW  BRITISH  TBADE  ORGANIZATION  IN  MANCHURIA. 

[Consul  General  P.  8.  Helntzleman,  Mnkden,  July  27.] 

With  the  active  cooperation  of  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce 
at  Shanghai,  a  similar  chamber  was  organized  in  Mukden  on  July 
16,  1916,  under  the  leadership  of  the  British  consul  general.  The 
board  of  officers  of  the  chaniber  consists  of  a  chairman,  secretary, 
and  standing  committee.  The  primary  object  is  to  maintain  and 
promote  British  trade  interests  m  the  consular  district  of  Mukden, 
in  conjunction  with  the  chamber  of  commerce  at  Shanghai.  Other 
objects  are  the  arbitration  of  disputes  between  its  members  and 
Chinese  merchants,  the  adoption  of  standard  contract  forms,  and 
the  protection  of  British  interests  as  affected  by  the  imposition  of 
liMn  and  other  internal  taxes. 

All  British  merchants  in  Mukden  are  members  of  the  chamber. 
There  are  only  six  British  firms  here,  two  of  which  are  retailers. 
Meetings  of  the  chamber  for  the  present  are  being  held  in  the  office 
of  the  British  consul  general.  The  British  consul  general  has  notified 
the  Chinese  Foreign  Office  of  the  establishment  of  the  chamber. 
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NEW  SECTIONS  OF  ATLANTIC  COAST  PHOT. 

Editions  of  the  United  States  Coast  Pilot  for  the  Atlantic  Coast, 
Section  C  (Sandy  Hook  to  Cape  Henry,  including  Delaware  and 
Chesapeake  Bays),  and  Section  E  (Gulf  of  Mexico  from  Key  West 
to  the  Rio  Grande)  have  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey.  Section  C  is  based  mainly  upon  the  work  of  the 
Survey,  including  the  results  of  special  examinations  in  1914  and 
1915,  and  the  aids  to  navigation  are  corrected  to  May  12,  1916. 
Section  E  is  based  upon  work  which  includes  the  results  of  special 
examinations  in  1915,  and  the  aids  to  navigation  are  corrected  to 
May  6,  1916. 

The  price  of  each  of  these  volumes  is  50  cents.  Agencies  for  the 
sale  of  the  charts,  coast  pilots,  and  tide  tables  of  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey  are  established  in  many  ports  of  the  United  States 
and  in  some  foreign  ports.  They  may  also  be  purchased  at  the 
offices  of  tlie  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  Washingtcm,  D.  C,  or  any 
of  the  suboffices. 

LICENSE  FEES  FOB  FISH  PACKINO  IN  BRITISH  COLITMBIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Irving  N.  LInnell,  Prince  Bnpert,  British  Colombia,  Canada,  Aug.  11.] 

Fish  packing  and  shipping  firms  operating  in  Prince  Bupert  have 
received  notice  that  hereafter  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  take  out 
licenses  from  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  to  cost  $100  a  year,  in 
order  to  carry  on  their  business  here.  These  companies  already  have 
municipal  licenses  from  the  city  of  Prince  Rupert,  for  whi<m  they 
pay  $50  a  year,  and  if  they  wish  to  do  any  salting  of  salmon  they  are 
further  required  to  pay  $50  a  year  for  a  license  from  the  Province 
of  British  Columbia  and  $100  a  year  for  a  license  from  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.  Thus  a  firm  which  packed  and  shipped  halibut  and  also 
salt  salmon  would  have  to  pay  $300  a  year  in  license  fees. 

The  majority  of  the  companies  operating  here  in  the  packing  and 
shipping  of  fish  are  in  reality  branches  of  American  companies, 
though  most  of  them  have  obtained  separate  incorporations  as  Ca-  ' 
nadian  companies. 

NOBWEGIAN  FOOD  COMMISSION. 

[Consul  General  E.  Haldeman  Denntson,  Cbristlanla,  Aug.  0.] 

The  State  Food  Commission  established  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war  in  order  to  provide  sufficient  supplies  and  regulate  prices, 
[as  reported  in  Commerce  Reports  for  July  10,  1916]  not  having, 
it  appears,  proved  entirely  satisfactory  in  preventing  a  shortage  of 
necessities  and  the  imposition  of  excessive  charges,  tne  Government 
has  now  resolved  to  substitute  for  this  commission  a  State  Provision 
Department. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Storting  on  July  27,  the  Prime  Minister 
explained  the  general  internal  and  international  situation,  and  said 
the  country  was  importuning  the  Government  for  supplies  and  that 
they  therefore  proposed  to  establish  immediately  n  board  to  provide 
increased  supplies  of  provisions  and  to  regulate  prices.  They  hoped 
that  this  would  have  the  effect  of  securing  sufficient  quantities  of  the 
country's  products  for  the  home  population. 
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AMESICAN  COVSTTL&B  OiTICESS  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  otj  leave  of  absence  in 
tii«  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  hits  limited  facilities  foe  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urg*ent  cases  liters  diould  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


NamB. 

Pest. 

Expira- 
Uonof 
venue. 

Address. 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  80 
Oct.    14 
Oct.    21 
Sept.  15 
Not.    1 

Kemper,  Graham  H 

Port  Aatoolo,  Jamlca 

EwBdil,  India 

Cvlombe,  Geylan 

Havre,  Franoe 

Vancoaver,  Canada . . . 
St.  Oall.Switxerland.. 
Bristol,  England 

Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Laii%  James  OUvw 

CM  Uaivwsity  dub,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Department  «f  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mazuflelii.  Robert  E 

Departmnt  ot  Stats,  WashlngtoD,  D.  C. 
1200  Eutaw  Place,  BaltlmoreTUd. 

Hmry,  Fnnlc  Aiid«Mn . . . 

PiMrto     Fbta,     Do- 
mtnlcMi  RepubUc. 

Oct.    1 

C/o  HaUomll  A  Houy,  23'  Fint  St. 
New  York  Ctty. 

LIFE  nrauxAircE  business  at  shanghai. 

[Oonsal  Oeoeral  Thegns  Sammons,  Shangbal,  Cklna,  July  22.] 

Life  insurance  activity,  mostly  among  natives,  is  reported  satisfac- 
tory at  Shanghai.  One  company  reports  that,  considering  the  unset- 
fled  conditi<Mis  in  the  country  during  the  past  year  and  tte  general  de- 
Sression  in  business  throughout  the  East,  its  affairs  show  good  results, 
few  applications  for  insurance  were  received  for  a  total  of  $3,267,345, 
policies  were  issued  for  $3,067,540,  and  applications  for  $199,805 
were  postponed  or  declined.  The  total  insurance  in  force  March 
31, 1916,  was  $12,134,591. 


NEW  JAPANESE  ZINC  PLANT  TO  ENTEB  FIELD. 

[Bstntet  from  Naxasakl  Press,  fonrarded  by  Vice  Oonsal  Henry  B.  lUtdicocfc,  Nagasalcl, 

July  23.] 

A  zinc  factory  which  is  being  built  at  Hikoshima,  in  the  Shimo- 
noseki  Straits,  by  the  Suzuki  Shoten  of  Kobe,  will  be  complied 
in  a  few  weeks.  Operations  were  commenced  in  April,  1916,  and 
2,500  hands  have  been  employed.  When  the  factory  is  completed,  the 
number  of  employees  will  be  increased  by  1,500.  Tlie  ore  will  be 
chiefly  from  Australia  and  Asiatic  Eussia,  and  will  first  be  sent  to  a 
refinery  at  Chofu,  which  is  also  owned  by  the  Kobe  firm- 
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FOKEiaN  TfiADE  OPPOBTUITITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  dlatolct  oSeea.  Be<n>est 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atatte  opportaalty  munber. 
The  Bureau  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslblnty  as  to  the  standisf 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  sbonld  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

ifacJiiiiery,  No.  22316. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  writes  that  a 
merchant  in  his  district  wishes  to  be  put  in  touch  with  American  manafac- 
turers  and  exporters  of  machinery  for  the  graphic  industry.  He  wishes  to 
act  as  a  representative.    Correspondence  in  Italian  or  French.    Reference. 

O'nicral  representation,  No.  22317. — A  business  man  In  France  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  secure  names  and  addresses  of  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  who  are  desirous  of  establishing  agency 
connections  in  that  country.    No  particular  line  Is  specified.    References. 

Fhh  baffs.  No.  22318. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  E^st  reports 
that  ft  firm  desires  to  place  on  the  American  market  a  cheap  fish  bag  made 
of  matting,  with  or  witljout  liandles.  It  is  estimated  that  the  most  expensive 
bag  would  cost  approximately  half  a  cent  gold  delivered  in  New  Tork.  Ref- 
erence.    (See  also  p. ,  Ck>MMEBCE  Repokts.) 

Chnmpagnc,  No.  22319. — The  commercial  attfechC  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  France  writes  that  a  producer  of  champagne  in  that  country  de- 
sires to  secure  an  agent  in  the  United  States  to  handle  the  commodity. 

Canciii,  No.  22320. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  writes  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  wishes  offers  of  casein,  first  quality,  for  regular  deliveri« 
of  10  tons  of  more  monthly.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  Tork. 
Samples,  prices,  etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once. 

JtepresentatioH,  No.  22321. — The  commercial  attach^  of  tlie  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  Brazil  reports  that  a  manufacturer's  agent  in  that  country  wishes 
to  represent  an  American  export  commission  house.  It  is  stated  the  man 
lins  had  several  years'  experience  as  a  representative  of  French  raamifac- 
turers.    ("orre.spondence  may  be  In  English.    Reference. 

IfoUow  trarc,  hats,  etc..  No.  22322.— .V  wliolesale  and  retail  firm  in  East  Afri«i 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  receive  catalogues, 
price  lists,  etc.,  on  brass  goods,  essential  oils,  fancy  goods  and  novelties, 
hats  and  caps,  silk  gootls,  and  silver-plated  hollow  ware.  Correspondence 
In  Enslisb. 

ThcrmotneUrs,  No.  22323. — A  French  firm  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  American  manufaetarers 
of  clinical  thermometers.  Catalogties,  etc.,  should  be  In  FrenclL  Terms 
should  be  clearly  state<l  and  the  metric  system  used. 

Oroccrics,  etc..  No.  22324. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Argentina  reports 
that  a  firm  In  his  district,  which  makes  a  8i)ecialty  of  handling  .\merlcan 
products,  wishes  to  secure  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  that  may  desire  a  representative  in  that  country.  The  finn 
Is  particularly  interested  in  groceries  and  allied  lines.  It  does  business 
principally  on  a  commission  basis.    References. 

Furniture,  etc.,  No.  22325. — A  firm  in  France  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  from  American 
'manufacturers  of  furniture,  desk  chairs,  etc.  Dimensions,  etc.,  should  be 
given  In  the  metric  system. 


Lists  of  wholesalers  of  cheap  jewelry,  department  stores  carrying 
jewelry,  and  retail  dealers  in  jewelry  at  Santiago,  Chile,  forwarded 
by  Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens,  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  coopera- 
tive offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  1763. 
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USE  OF  PACmC  HIGHWAY. 

[Vice  Consul  O.  C.  Woodward,  Toncouver,  Brltlsb  Coliimbla,  Canada,  Aug.  23.] 

The  records  of  the  customs  on  the  Pacific  Highway  at  the  l)ound- 
ary  between  British  Columbia  and  Washington  show  that  during 
the  period  from  June  1  to  August  15, 191G,  3,768  automobiles,  carry- 
ing 14,700  passengers,  crossed  the  boxmdary  at  this  point.  Seventy- 
five  per  cent  of  these  machines  were  American  owned. 

The  customs  department  is  kept  open  between  the  hours  of  7  in 
the  evening  and  midnight  for  the  accommodation  of  motorists,  no 
charge  being  made  for  this  service.  Between  midnight  and  7  in 
the  morning  no  machines  are  permitted  to  pass  the  boundary.  On 
Sunday  a  fee  of  25  cents  is  charged  for  inspection  of  machines. 


SUGAR  PEODTTCTIOW  IN  TAIWAN. 

[fousul  Edwlu  L.  Neville,  Talhoku,  .Vug.  10.] 

The  local  semiofficial  Taiwan  Nichi  Nichi  Shinpo  reports  that 
the  area  devoted  to  sugar  planting  during  the  coming  season  will 
amount  to  273,239  acres,  an  increase  of  32,355  acres  over  the  figures 
for  1915.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  total  crush  will  reach 
some  737,745,300  pounds  of  centrifugal  raw  sugar,  and  that  tliere 
will  be  sufficient  brown  sugar  produced  by  old-style  native  mills  to 
bring  the  total  sugar  production  up  to  813,645,000  pounds. 

This  total  is  reached  by  reckoning  50,000  kin  of  cane  per  ko 
(27,000  pounds  per  acre)  and  estimating  the  sugar  at  10  per  cent 
of  the  cane  crushed — not  a  high  figure. 

The  cost  of  sugar  here  has  been  steadily  rising  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war.  At  present  the  price  of  raw  centrifugal  sugar,  whole- 
sale, delivered  at  any  railway  station,  ranges  from  19.10  to  19.20  yen 
per  picul  (about  $0.07  per  pound). 

Unless  the  crop  is  seriously  damaged  by  typhoons  or  parasites  the 
present  year  gives  every  indication  of  being  a  prosperous  one  for 
the  local  sugar  industry. 
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BAYASIAH  CBOP  OUTLOOK. 

{Tlee  Cooaol  VnOerUk  3.  BdnMd.  Maaiek.  Otrmmaf.  Amg.  IL] 

In  the  absence  of  official  forecasts,  which  are  not  made  at  this 
time,  the  following  information  from  reliable  sources  may  be  takm 
to  fairly  represent  the  crop  situaticm  in  Bavaria: 

South  of  the  Danube,  in  Upper  Bavaria,  the  hay  crop  has  been 
gathered  in,  except  in  a  few  Alpine  districts.  The  quantity  is  50 
to  80  per  cent  greater  than  that  of  last  year.  The  quality  has 
suffered  slightly  in  some  districts  on  account  of  excessive  rainfalL 
Rye  and  barley  harvests  are  nearly  finished ;  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  these  are  unexpectedly  large  and  good.  Wheat  and  oats  are  doine 
very  well.    Beets,  fodder  vetch,  and  potatoes  promise  to  be  plentiful 

tn  Lower  Bavaria,  the  gathering  in  of  grain  is  rapidly  nearing  its 
end.    The  straw  crop  proved  good  to  excellent.    Oats  lead  in  grains, 

Sromising  to  excel  the  average  crop  during  the  past  10  years. 
Parley  is  expected  to  yield  fairly  good  results.  As  to  wheat,  opinion 
seems  divided,  and  the  season  may  not  produce  more  than  a  fair 
average  harvest.  Rye,  however,  is  the  least  promising  and,  in  some 
sections,  may  yield  very  poor  results.  Taken  as  a  whole,  the  crops 
of  1916  in  Lower  Bavaria  will  largely  excel  those  of  1915. 
Oood  Results  Horth  of  Danube  and  in  Palatinate. 

North  of  the  Danube  the  hay  crop  %vas  very  abundant,  particularly 
as  to  quantity.  The  quality,  however,  was  somewhat  affected  by 
excessive  rainfall.  The  stand  of  rye  is  excellent,  barley  is  doing  very 
well,  and  wheat  promises  good  i-esults,  although  in  certain  districts 
somewhat  affected  by  yellow  rust.  The  oat  crop  is  likely  to  prove 
satisfactory  beyond  expectations.  Beets  are  also  most  promiang; 
legumes  very  satisfactory.  Potatoes  upon  heavy  soil  suffered  from 
the  long  rainy  period,  but  they  are  expected  to  improve  with  more 
favorable  weather.  Grummet  and  clover  are  promising.  Fodder  and 
sugar  beets  promise  a  record  crop.  Hail  has  done  no  damage  worth 
mentioning. 

In  the  Palatinate  the  grain  harvest,  which,  in  the  main,  is  now  fin- 
ished, exceeded  all  expectations  and  may  be  considered  a  record 
breaker  as  to  both  quality  and  quantity.  The  quality  of  the  fruit 
crop  has  not  been  equaled  in  years. 


JAPAN'S  TEADE  WITH  BVSSIA 

[Extract  from  Japan  Gazette  forwarded  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokobama, 

July  21.) 

In  the  Chugai  Shogyo,  of  Tokyo,  Mr.  Koyanagi,  manager  of  the 
Russo-Japanese  Association,  states  that  during  the  first  four  months 
of  this  year  the  exports  from  Japan  to  Russia  amounted  in  value  to 
$25,473,350.    The  exports  during  the  month  of  May  were  $8,973,000. 

Mr.  Koyanagi  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  among  the  exports 
during  May  were  salt  valued  at  $124,625,  onions,  oranges,  apples, 
soy,  isinglass,  camphor,  raw  silk,  cotton  fiannel,  etc.,  the  greater 
portion  of  which  was  consigned  to  Siberia.  The  great  drawback 
to  Japan's  foreign  trade  is  that  Japanese  manufacturers  are  at  pres- 
ent unable  to  turn  out  articles  of  a  uniform  standard  in  a  compara- 
tively short  time. 

(A  review  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Japan  for  the  first  Six  months  of  1M6  wu 
published  In  Coumebcb  Repobts  for  Aug.  26,  1916.] 
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RAILWAY  DEYEIOPHENT  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  1.] 

According  to  the  railways  statement  made  to  Parliament  by  the 
minister  of  railways  there  were  on  March  31,  1916,  2,970  miles  of 
railway  in  New  Zealand,  against  2,955  miles  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  ended  with  March  31,  1915.  The  construction  cost  of  these 
lines  at  the  close  of  the  past  fiscal  year  was  $181,691,167,  with  gross 
earnings  for  the  year  of  $22,134,574,  against  $19,979,206  for  the  pre- 
vious fiscal  year.  The  net  profits  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March 
31,  1916,  were  $7,768,762,  against  $5,766,812  for  the  year  ended 
March  31,  1915. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  revenue  of  the  current  fiscal  j-ear  will  bo 
$21,607,260,  with  an  estimated  expenditure  of  $14,818,492. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  there  was  expended 
on  improvements  on  the  New  Zealand  Government  railways  the  sum 
of  $4,750,843,  against  an  estimated  expenditure  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  of  $3,918,506. 

During  the  present  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed  to  begin  work  on  new 
modern  stations  at  Auckland,  Wellington,  and  Christchurch. 
Scheme  of  Bailway  Improvements. 

According  to  late  published  statements,  it  is  proposed  to  inaugu- 
rate an  extensive  scheme  of  railroad  improvements  in  New  Zealand 
following  the  close  of  the  war,  since  it  is  recognized  that  better  rail- 
way systems  are  necessary  in  order  to  develop  the  country  so  as  to 
take  care  of  a  large  number  of  the  returned  soldiers  on  the  land.  As 
it  is,  most  of  the  valuable  land  is  situated  so  far  from  the  railway 
that  the  transportation  problem  makes  it  practically  impracticable 
to  raise  grain  for  the  markets,  and  this  territory  at  present  is  only 
used  for  grazing  and  to  some  extent  for  dairying. 


STANDABD  BASKET  AND  CONTAINEB  LAW  SIGNED. 

Standards  for  Climax  baskets  for  grapes,  other  fruits,  and  vege- 
tables, and  other  types  of  baskets  and  containers  used  for  small  fruits, 
berries,  and  vegetables  in  interstate  commerce  are  fixed  by  an  act 
approved  by  the  President  August  31,  1916.  The  law  will  become 
effective  November  1,  1917. 

The  effect  of  the  act  will  be  to  require  the  use  of  the  standards 
in  manufacturing,  sale,  or  shipment  for  all  interstate  commerce, 
whether  the  containers  are  filled  or  imfilled.  A  large  part  of  the 
traffic  in  fruits  and  vegetable  in  this  country  enters  interstate  com- 
merce. The  law  relates  only  to  the  containers,  and  will  not  affect 
local  regulations  in  regard  to  heaped  measure  or  other  method  of 
filling.  A  special  exemption  from  the  operations  of  the  law  is  made 
for  ful  containers  manufactured,  sold,  or  shipped,  when  intended 
for  export  to  foreign  countries,  and  when  sucn  containers  accord 
■with  the  specifications  of  the  foreign  purchasers  or  comply  with  the 
laws  of  the  country  to  which  a  shipment  is  destined. 

The  examination  and  test  of  containers  to  determine  whether  they 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  are  made  duties  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  empowered 
to  establish  and  promulgate  rules  and  relations  allowing  such 
reasonable  tolerances  and  variations  as  may  be  found  necessary. 
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MAHTTFACnrSE  OF  BAB-LE-BTTC  JELLY. 

[Consul  Tracy  Lay,  Pads,  France,  Ang.  18.] 

Bar-le-Duc  jellies  and  jams  take  their  name  from  the  town  of 
Bar-le-Duc,  capital  of  the  Department  of  Meuse,  which  specializes 
in  their  manufacture.  They  are  prepared  with  currants  specially 
chosen  on  account  of  their  size,  but  which  are  not  produced  by  any 
particular  variety  of  currant  bush.  The  following  outline  of  (he 
method  of  preparation  may  be  of  interest: 

During  the  month  of  July  each  year,  trained  workers  receive  fnm 
the  factories  quantities  of  currants  which  they  take  home  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  the  seeds.  In  this  process  the  berry  is  bald 
in  the  fingers  of  one  hand  and  the  seeds  are  removed  by  means  of 
a  goose  quill  shariiened  to  a  fine  point.  The  work  is  exceedingly 
difficult  and  requires  considerable  dexterity  acquired  by  long 
practice. 

As  soon  as  the  currants  are  returned  to  the  factory,  sugar  is  added 
and  the  fruit  cooked.  The  quantity  of  sugar  used  is  much  greater 
than  in  ordinary  jams  and  jellies,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  jelly 
boils  for  only  a  short  time  in  order  to  avoid  the  oversoftening  of  tiw 
berries.     (Softening  would  cause  them  to  lose  their  attractive  »p- 

Eearance^  which  is  the  specialty  of  the  Bar-le-Duc  product,  the  whole 
erry  bemg  seen  through  the  glass  jar.)  When  prepared,  the  jelly 
is  placed  in  small  pots  closed  with  a  metal  cap,  and  the  pote  ate 
placed  in  boiling  water  to  further  insure  the  keeping  quaJities  of 
the  product.  As  Bar-le-Duc  jelly  is  prepared  chieny  «)r  the  export 
trade,  this  latter  is  essentiaL 
Expprt  Trade — AiaerloaB  Produetloa  of  Cairant  felly. 

Five  firms  at  Bar-le-Duc  manufacture  jelly  in  normal  times.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  the  jelly  is  now  being  made,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  district  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  firing  line  and  that  many,  if 
not  most,  of  the  civilians  have  left  the  region. 

French  statistics  do_  not  show  the  quantity  of  this  jelly  exported, 
but  upon  examination  of  the  total  exports  of  jams  prepared  either 
with  sugar  or  honey  it  is  found  that  tiie  French  export  trade  has 
decreased  but  little  since  the  war,  1,005  tons  of  such  jams  having 
been  exported  in  1915,  as  c<Hnpared  with  1,025  tons  in  1914  ana 
1,132  tons  in  1913. 

The  only  factor  which  appears  to  militate  against  the  mannfactaie 
of  similar  jelly  in  the  United  States  is  that  Sie  cheap  female  labor 
required  to  remove  the  seeds  from  the  currants  would  probably  not 
be  available,  thus  raising  the  cost  of  production  to  a  figure  mniji 
above  that  in  France.  It  is  hardly  possible  that  such  labor  conld 
be  replaced  by  machinery  in  the  delicate  operation  of  haijdluK 
currant  berries  for  the  removal  of  the  seeds.  As  far  as  the  Fr&m 
production  is  concerned,  it  does  not  appear  likely  that  normal 
quantities  will  be  available  until  after  the  cessation  of  hodilities, 
as  the  cost  of  sugar,  the  principal  ingredient,  is  now  double  that 
in  times  of  peace. 

A  Chicago  firm  advises  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C^ 
merce  of  its  success  in  obtaining  a  |S,400  order  for  medical  supplies 
from  the  U.  S.  War  Department,  throndli  having  followed  up  » 

Trade  Opportunity  "  that  was  published  in  Couhbscs  Bepokw. 
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SAILWAT  FATS  PAST  OF  COST  OF  FABM  TBACTOSS. 

[Vice  Consul  Davis  B.  Levis,  St.  Etienne,  France,  Ang.  10.] 

The  Paris,  Lyons  &  Mediterranean  Railway,  which  has  adopted  a 
policy  of  assistance  to  agricultural  advancement  along  its  lines,  has 
been  a  keen  observer  of,  and  greatly  interested  in  experiments  with 
farm  tractors,  or  "  moto-culture,"  as  it  is  called  here.  From  the 
earliest  trials  of  tractors  this  company  has  cooperated  with  farmers 
and  agricultural  experimental  stations,  has  given  free  transportation 
for  the  machinery  and  men  necessary  for  the  demonstrations,  and 
has  delegated  inspectors  from  its  mechanical  and  traflSc  departments 
not  only  to  follow  the  experiments  in  its  own  territory,  but  also  to 
note  the  extension  of  use  and  the  results  in  other  countries. 

Believing  that  the  quickest  action  making  for  wider  introduction 
viill  come  from  farmers  themselves,  the  company  has  now  granted  a 
subsidy  or  refund  of  10  per  cent  of  the  purchase  price  of  tractor  and 
plow  combined,  up  to  the  value  of  10,000  francs  (about  $1,930),  to 
syndicates  or  associations  of  farmers  buying  outfits  before  January 
1,  1918. 

As  this  is  a  land  of  comparatively  small  farms,  it  is  almost  impera- 
tive that  collective  users  must  enter  into  the  arrangements  for  pur- 
chase. The  refund  will  be  based  on  the  cost  of  machinery  and  freight 
to  destination,  and  it  is  stipulated  that  the  association  must  have 
more  than  one-half  its  farm  lands  in  the  section  tributary  to  the 
railway.  The  offer  of  the  company  is  limited  to  the  first  30  tractors 
purchased. 

[Action  by  the  French  Government  granting  subventions  to  agricultural 
syndicates  and  cooperative  associations  and  to  municipalities  purchasing  agri- 
cultural motor  maclilnery  was  reported  in  Comuerce  Repobts  for  Oct.  12, 1915.] 


GOVEBirHENT  CONSTEIJCTION  OF  HOMES  UT  HEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland.  July  17.] 

The  New  Zealand  Government  has  erected  during  the  past  nine 
years  548  homes  for  workingmen  in  this  Dominion,  under  the  act 
entitled  "Workers'  Dwelling  Act  of  1905,"  which  originally  pro- 
vided that  the  homes  should  cost  no  more  than  £300  ($1,460)  each, 
and  these  were  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  workers  under  a 
lease  of  50  years,  with  a  fixed  rental  of  5  per  cent  of  the  capital  value 
of  the  dwelling,  plus  insurance  and  taxes. 

Amendments  have  been  introduced  from  time  to  time.  The  value 
of  the  building  that  might  be  constructed  by  the  Government  has 
been  increased,  and  the  cost  of  rentals  or  payments  has  also  been 
raised,  until  now  the  rate  of  7  per  cent  is  collected  instead  of  the  orig- 
inal 5  per  cent.  The  homes  are  built  to  cost  as  much  as  £550  ($2,676) , 
in  case  of  men  receiving  as  much  as  $12.16  a  week. 

During  1915  the  Government  built  162  workers'  homes,  and  there 
are  now  38  under  construction  in  the  Dominion.  This  is  undertaken 
in  the  interest  of  keeping  down  the  cost  of  rent  to  the  working  peo- 
ple, and  so  far  it  seems  to  have  been  very  satisfactory.  It  has  been 
a  real  boon  to  the  working  class. 

[A  full  discussion  of  the  plans  for  worklngmen's  homes  In  New  Zealand  was 
published  in  Dally  Consular  and  Trade  Beports  for  Sept.  21,  1911.] 
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CHnrA'S  FSOBTTCnOH  OF  BEAVS,  BEA9  OH,  ABB  BSAH  CASK 

[Consul  Oenetal  Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  Hankow,  July  17.] 

The  soya  or  soy  bean  in  recent  years  has  become  an  important 
article  of  trade.  It  grows  on  a  plant  from  2  to  3  feet~  in  height 
and  is  contained  in  pods  about  2  inches  long.  The  plant  is  cmti- 
vated  everywhere,  in  fields  by  itself,  around  rice  and  similar  crops, 
and  as  an  undercrop  to  maize  and  sorghum.  There  are  25  to  50  vane- 
ties  of  the  soya  bean,  but  in  commerce  only  3  are  ordinarily  recog- 
nized— yellow,  green,  and  black. 

The  yellow  bean,  which  is  of  greatest  importance,  is  found  gen- 
erally throughout  Manchuria,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  finest  crops 
come  from  the  highlands  to  the  north  of  Mukden.  The  green  varidy 
comes  from  the  Liaotung  district  and  the  Yalu  basin,  and  the  black 
bean  from  Liaoyang  and  the  south  of  Mukden.  There  are  two 
other  varieties,  the  brown  bean  and  the  mottled  bean,  which  are 
grown  to  some  extent  in  the  Yangtze  Valley,  but  these  varieties  are 
of  little  importance. 
Orown  Largely  for  Its  Oil  in  Xanchnria. 

The  soya  bean  is  put  to  many  uses  in  the  Far  East.  It  is  cooked 
and  eaten  as  a  vegetable,  made  into  a  sauce  or  soy,  preserved  as  a 
pickle,  ground  into  a  flour  and  made  into  vermicelli,  and  employed 
extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  vinegar.  One  particular  variety, 
having  small  yellow  seeds,  is  used  in  making  bean  curd.  In  Man- 
churia, however,  the  soya  bean  is  grown  alm<^  exclusively  for  its  oil 
properties  and  for  the  residual  material  called  bean  cake. 

The  soya  bean  contains  about  18  per  cent  oil.  When  the  hydraulic- 
press  method  is  employed  only  11  to  12  per  cent  of  the  oil  can  be 
extracted,  but  with  the  use  of  benzene  in  the  chemical  process  17 
per  cent  is  obtainable.  This  oil  is  used  as  an  illuminant,  a  lubricant, 
for  culinary  purposes,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  soap.  In  soatiiem 
China  it  is  also  used  in  the  making  of  waterproof  cloth,  paper  um- 
brellas and  lanterns,  and  when  mixed  with  lacquer  is  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  varnish  and  printing  ink. 

Dairen  is  the  center  for  the  bean-oil  industry,  exporting  more  than 
eight  times  as  much  as  Hankow,  its  nearest  competitor.  The  oil  mills, 
which  are  to  be  found  in  every  town  throughout  the  bean  district, 
are  growing  in  numbers  and  becoming  more  modem  all  the  time.  The 
old  crush-stone  mills  worked  by  animals  are  rapidly  giving  way  to 
up-to-date  hydraulic,  steam,  and  oil-motor  plants.  HaiSow  has  abont 
10  such  mills.  During  1914  the  local  exportation  of  bean  oil  was 
4,714  tons,  valued  at  $393,759  gold,  and  during  1915  there  were  6,882 
tons,  valued  at  $482,694. 
Japan  Takes  Praotioally  AU  Bean  Cake  Exported. 

After  the  oil  has  been  pressed  from  the  bean,  the  residue  is  pressed 
into  the  round,  flat  cakes  known  as  bean  cake.  The  product  is  wry 
valuable  as  a  fodder  for  animals,  and  as  a  fertilizer.  By  chemical 
analysis  it  has  the  following  percentages:  Water,  17.71  per  cait; 
oil,  9.60  per  cent ;  albuminoids,  42.16  per  cent ;  carbohydrates,  19.43 
per  cent;  fiber,  6.54  per  cent;  ash,  4.66  per  cent.  Japan  takes  pr»o 
tically  all  the  bean  cake  exported,  and  the  United  States  none. 

The  greatest  original  exporting  center  for  bean  cake  is  Dairen: 
Newchwang  is  second,  and  Hankow  a  poor  third,  shipping  in  IW* 
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but  127,107  tons,  Talued  at  $2,082;211  gold,  whUe  in  1915  the  ship- 
ments amounted  to  148,826  tons,  valued  at  $2,172,295  gold. 

The  shipments  of  soya  beans  passing  through  Hankow  are,  in 
the  main,  brought  down  by  the  Peking-Hankow  Kailway,  very 
largely  from  the  Province  of  Honan.  Szechuan  is  so  situated  as  to 
be  capable  of  growing  enormous  quantities  of  this  product,  but  until 
better  and  cheaper  facilities  for  transportation  are  available  its 
products  will  have  little  value  beyond  that  derived  from  the  local 
consumption.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  Hankow-Szechuan  Rail- 
way that  Province  will  in  all  probability  soon  become  one  of  tho 
richest  regions  in  China. 

At  present,  practically  no  foreign  shipments  of  soya  beans  are 
being  made,  primarily  because  of  the  prohibitive  freight  rates,  and 
secondly  because  of  the  100  per  cent  rise  in  the  original  cost  of  the 
product  itself. 

[Lists  of  exporters  of  yellow,  green,  and  black  soya  beans,  of  bean  oil,  and 
of  bean  cake  at  Hankow  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Ck)mmerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  ofllces.  Refer  to  file  No. 
79775.]  

CANTON'S  EXFOBTS  OF  SILK  AND  COCOONS. 

According  to  a  bulletin  just  issued  by  the  Canton  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, exports  of  raw  and  waste  silk  and  pierced  cocoons  from  that 
Chinese  port  during  the  first  quarter  of  each  of  the  last  five  silk  years 
(beginning  May  1)  were,  in  bales  of  112  pounds: 


Classes  and  destinations. 

May-July— 

1913 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Haw  sflk            . 

Baltt. 
13,614 
11.169 
2.445 
7.290 
2,630 
8,407 
1,353 
14 

Bala. 

18,165 

13,315 
4,850 

13.648 
2,581 
8,661 
2,4U 
636 

Bttlft. 
15.980 
10,448 
5.532 
9.958 
2.576 
4,682 
2,700 
1,347 
10 
1,337 

Bala. 

10,171 

3.539 

6,632 

6,204 

2.200 

600 

3,395 

701 

701 

Bala. 
12. 161 

7. 196 

4.968 

Waste  silk 

0.437 

To  Bnglaad ..••..... 

1.S05 

3,030 

To  America 

1.611 

1.130 

To  Continent 

636 

930 

14 

200 

CANADA  FEODTJCES  ELECTBOITTIC  COPPEB. 

[Consul  William  E.  .\lger,  Fcrnic,  British  Columbia,  Aug.  22.] 

The  first  pure  copper  known  to  the  trade  as  electrolytic  copi>er 
was  turned  out  at  the  new  copper  refinery  in  TraU,  British  Colum- 
bia, on  August  20,  1916. 

The  electric  current  was  switched  on  to  some  of  the  tanks  contain- 
ing the  copper  anodes,  and  the  pure  metal,  the  gold  and  sUver  values 
being  left  in  the  slimes,  was  the  result.  In  the  near  future  a  daily 
production  of  10  tons  is  expected.  This  is  the  only  place  in  Canada 
where  pure  copper  has  been  made. 

[Articles  on  Canada's  mineral  production  were  published  in  Commebce  Re- 
ports for  Mar.  21  and  Mar.  28,  1910,  and  one  on  the  production  of  blister 
c(^per  in  British  Columbia  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  12,  1916.] 
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Hovaxosa  aid  south  chua  floue  hasksbl 

(Tiee  Consnl  A.  B.  Carieton,  Hongkong,  Jnlr  II.] 

The  imports  of  foreign  flonr  into  tiongkoag  for  the  first  ax 
months  of  1916  are  given  by  one  importer  as  follows:  From  tbe 
United  States  Pacific  coast,  717,384  bags;  fnnn  Canada,  107,662 
bag:<;  and  from  Australia,  52,000  bags;  making  a  tot«l  of  877,046 
bags.  Another  importer  rumishes  these  figures:  Frmn  the  United 
States  Pacific  coast,  690,000  bags;  from  Canada,  103,000  bags;  and 
from  Australia,  30,000  bags;  or  a  total  of  823,000  bags. 

These  figures  compared  with  the  imports  for  the  same  period  fcnr 
the  past  six  years  are  significant  of  the  general  flour  situation,  as  the 
number  of  bags  imported  for  the  six  months  just  ended  were  in 
nearly  every  case  less  than  half  of  the  average  imports,  and  the 
smallest  recorded,  it  is  believed,  since  the  introduction  of  American 
flour  into  Hongkong.  The  imports  for  the  first  six  months  from  1910 
to  1915  were  as  fdlows.  in  bags:  1910,  1,588,705;  1911,  2,424,654; 
1912,  3,041,112;  1913,  2,111,846;  1914,  2,543,815;  and  1915,  1^04,508. 

stocks  of  Flonr  on  Hand — Prices. 

The  stocks  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  were  not  unusually 
heavy,  being  about  700,000  bags,  and  the  present  supply  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  400,000  sacks.  This  is  somewhat  below  the  average 
at  the  end  of  the  half  year  even  in  n<Hinal  times,  but  with  t^e  present 
consumption  it  is  apparently  quite  sufficient  for  the  sanuner  months. 
The  Hongkong  prices  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  have  declined 
from  50  to  70  cents,  Hongk<Hig  money,  caused  by  heavy  stodts  of 
Shanghai-made  flour  which  had  to  be  moved,  and  a  light  trade 
throughout  the  Straits  Settlements.  In  June  the  trade  improved  con- 
siderably, due  to  a  reported  short  harvest  in  North  China,  and  some 
orders  went  forward  to  the  Pacific  coast,  due  to  the  decreased  freight 
rates  across  the  Pacific.  In  general  it  looks  as  if  the  present  stock 
will  have  to  last  until  new  crop  cargo  is  available  in  September. 

Prices  locally  have  fallen  slightly,  and  at  about  the  end  of  June 
flour  was  selling  at  approximately  the  following  rates  per  sack  ex 
godown:  First-grade  patent,  $1.65  to  $1.67  gold;  cut-off,  $1.35  gold; 
straight,  $1.33  to  $1.35  gold;  and  seconds,  $1.40  to  $1.23. 

In  Hongkong  consumption  has  fallen  off,  and  in  the  poorer  dis- 
tricts rice  and  Dean  meal  have  to  a  large  extent  taken  the  place  of 
foreign  flour  which  in  the  Far  East  is  looked  upon  as  a  luxury.  The 
coast  markets  have  almost  entirely  drawn  their  supplies  from  other 
sources — Straits  Settlements  and  Java  from  Australia,  and  Indo- 
China  from  the  Pliilippines,  American,  or  Australian  flour.  Foo- 
chow,  Amoy,  Swatow,  and  other  places  have  taken  almost  entirely 
North  China  Flour. 
North  China  Flonr. 

Hongkong  importers  of  American  flour  have  had  to  contend  with 
a  serious  competition  in  North  China  flour,  owing  to  a  large  crop 
in  the  North.  Usually  cereals  can  not  be  exported  from  Cluiui 
excepting  to  a  Chinese  port  such  as  Shanghai  to  Canton  direct,  hot 
during  the  past  year  licenses  have  been  granted  in  a  limited  number 
of  cases  to  export  flour  to  Hongkong  and  other  ports  outside  of 
China  proper  on  payment  of  an  export  tax  which  amounted  to  40 
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cents  Hongkx>D£  currency  a  bag.  Whether  this  competition  will  be 
permanent  or  not  is  hard  to  say.  but  a  certain  amount  of  encourage- 
ment is  being  given  to  extend  tne  wheat  fields  in  North  China  and 
attempts  are  Ming  made  to  cnltiyate  the  grain  in  South  China. 
Local  dealers  are  mclined  to  believe  that  the  native  flour  will  not 
be  able  to  compete  with  foreign  flour  when  freights  and  prices  are 
once  more  on  a  normal  basis.  Owing  to  British  Government  arrange- 
mexits  in  Australia  and  the  demand  for  Canadian  flour  in  Europe, 
these  producing  countries  are  unable  to  enter  the  local  market  to 
any  great  extent  in  spite  of  large  crops. 


TBnnDAS  QOYEKSWEST  PLOATINO  DOCK  ASD  WOBESHOF. 

[Consol  Andrew  J.  UcConnlco,  Trinidad,  British  West  Indies,  Aug.  18.] 

The  Director  of  Public  Works  recently  issued  his  report  on  the 
administration  of  the  Trinidad  Government  Floating  Dock  and 
Workshop  from  April  1  to  December  31, 1915,  showing  that  the  cost 
of  administration  was  $61,555,  and  the  revenues  $53,160,  thus  repre- 
senting a  loss  of  $8,395  for  the  period.  (The  report  is  for  the  frac- 
tional year  in  order  to  make  it  conform  with  the  new  financial  year 
ending  Dec.  31,  instead  of  Mar.  31  as  fonnerly.) 

The  total  tonnage  docked  during  the  nine  months  was  8,299  tons, 
yielding  $7,508,  or  an  average  of  $0.90  per  ton.  For  the  fiscal  year 
1914-15  (Apr.  1,  1914,  to  Mar.  31,  1915)  the  tonnage  docked  was 
37,398  tons,  yielding  $23,204,  or  an  average  of  $0.62  per  ton;  and 
for  1913-14  the  tonnage  was  42,284,  yielding  $22,604,  or  an  average 
of  $0.53  per  ton. 

The  Director  attributes  the  decided  loss  in  business  to  the  with- 
drawal of  tiie  intercolonial  and  coastal  steamers  and  to  the  fact 
that,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  tomiage,  steamers  now  have  no  time 
to  dock  save  at  terminal  ports.  The  whole  outlook  of  this  under- 
taking, he  says,  at  one  time  so  promising,  has  been  altered  by  the  war. 


AMEBICAN  COZrSTTLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  or^nizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  Tlie  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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lewell,  JohnF 

Eamper,  GrabamH 
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Leonard,  Walter  A 

Osbocne,  John  Ball 

MnsfleM,  Robert  E 
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Annstrong,  John  S..... 
Bcttiy,  Fnnk  Anderson 


Chefoo,  China 

Ertort,  Germany. 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

VancODver,  Canada. . . 
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Bristol,  England 

Puerto     Plata,     Do- 
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Oct.  1 
Sept.  10 
Oct.  I 
Sept.  30 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Sept.  It 
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Galena,  m. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Do. 
C/o  University  Clnb,  Kansas  City,  lio. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
RuahvlUe,  Ind. 

Draartmoit  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
laOO  Eutaw  Place,  Balttmi»«,  Md. 
C/o  Hallowell  &  Henry,  37  Pine  St: 
New  York  City. 
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AOBICXTLTUSAL  IHFLEKENTS  FOS  BICE  FLAHTAnOHS. 

[Spedal  Agent  Frank  U.  Ton  Motz,  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  July  23.1 

In  going  from  Sao  Paulo  to  Taubate  and  from  there  to  Tremembe 
and  out  into  the  rice  country  one's  train  passes  through  a  moun- 
tainous region  of  little  agricultural  value  until  the  Parahyba  River 
is  crossed.  The  valley  of  this  river  is  now  being  devoted  to  rice  cul- 
ture, with  splendid  results.  The  clay  soil  is  rich  in  organic  matter 
that  has  been  washed  down  from  the  mountains,  but  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  work  when  wet.  Much  of  this  area  consists  of  cut-over  timber- 
land  and  (Ml  only  a  few  farms  have  the  stumps  been  removed. 

During  July  the  land  is  plowed  to  a  depth  of  3  or  4  inches  witli 
walking  ^»lows  of  10  to  12  inch  cut  and  reversible-disk  plows  havinjr 
24-inch  disks.  The  plows  are  usually  drawn  by  three  small  mules  or 
two  yokes  of  oxen. 

American  Steel  Plows  Introduced. 

On  one  plantation  I  saw  a  European  plow  of  a  light,  cheap  con- 
struction, which  has  been  sold  in  great  numbers  in  all  parts  of  the 
rice  district  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo.  It  is  an  all-steel  walking 
plow  with  draft  rod,  hanging  cutter,  and  gauge  wheel,  and  is  sold 
in  two  sizes  (10  and  12  inch). 

As  soon  as  I  had  examined  it  carefully  I  was  in  a  position  to 
appreciate  that  at  least  two  American  agricultural-implement  manu- 
facturers can  supply  a  similar  article.  I  placed  this  information  be- 
fore two  of  the  largest  import  houses  in  Sao  Paulo,  with  the  result 
that  sample  lots  arc  going  to  be  ordered  from  the  ITnited  States  at 
once;  and  I  am  told  that  in  all  probability  it  will  be  the  means  of 
selling  1,800  to  2,000  walking  plows  annually.  In  other  words,  it 
means  that  there  will  be  that  much  new  business  for  American 
manufacturers,  and  something  that  will  be  permanent.  It  must  be 
remembered,  in  supplying  the  plow  for  this  market,  that  only  steel 
plows  with  steel  handles  and  wood  hand  grips  are  wanted.  This 
plow  is  sure  to  lead  to  the  sale  of  9  and  12  inch  sugar-land  plows. 

Another  plow  for  which  there  is  a  large  market  in  this  State  is 
a  7-inch,  wood-beam,  steel-bottom  walking  plow.  The  equipment 
required  comprises  two  wooden  handles,  gauge  wheel,  extra  share, 
and  hanging  cutter. 

Disk  Plows  and  Harrows. 

In  the  reversible-disk  plows  two  weU-known  American  makes 
lead  over  all  others.  However,  one  of  these,  constructed  almost 
entirely  of  steel,  would  give  much  more  satisfaction  and  would  have 
a  niucii  greater  sale  if  the  manufacturer  would  increase  by  two  or 
three  the  number  of  teeth  in  the  ratchet  on  the  seat  spring.  This 
is  the  only  complaint  a  dozen  large  landowners  had  to  make  in  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  implement.  The  object  of  this  chan^ 
is  to  have  a  wider  range  of  adjustment  for  the  furrow  wheels;  this 
might  be  accomplished  in  other  ways  than  the  one  suggested,  but 
would  not  bo  understood  by  the  men  who  handle  the  plows. 

After  the  land  has  been  plowed  it  is  disked  with  4  to  6  foot  disk 
harrows  having  18  or  20  inch  disks.  All  disk  harrows  are  equipped 
with  weight  boxes  and  oscillating  scrapers.  Many  of  them  employ 
a  double- wheel  tongue  truck,  but  Sie  single- wheel  combination  tongue 
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truck  and  forecarriace  is  jtut  as  popular.  Cutaway  disk  harrows 
have  been  introduced  and  sold  but  are  not  well  liked.  After  the 
land  has  been  disked  it  is  harrowed  with  spike-tooth  harrows  and 
is  then  ready  for  planting. 

Wider  Spaolugr  on  Oraln  Drills. 

It  is  very  important  that  American  manufacturers  of  grain  drills 
should  know  that  only  drills  with  double-disk  furrow  openers  are 
wanted  in  the  rice  districts  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo.  Single-disk 
openers  have  been  thoroughly  tried  out  and  have  been  found  to 
have  a  tendency  to  clog  on  account  of  the  moist,  sticky  condition 
of  the  clav  soil. 

Heretorore  manufacturers  have  been  supplying  fiuted  feed  drills 
with  8-inch  spacing.  To  make  these  drills  suitable  for  planting  rice 
in  this  district,  the  farmer  removes  every  other  set  of  openers  so  as 
to  plant  in  rows  16  inches  apart.  The  popular-sized  drills  are  those 
having  8  and  10  furrow  openers,  which,  when  changed,  as  stated, 
become  4  and  5  furrow  drills.  The  furrow  openers  and  all  parts 
which  are  removed  are  of  very  little  value  to  the  farmer,  and  he  is 
looking  for  someone  who  will  build  a  rice  drill  with  16-inch  spacing 
between  rows,  double-disk  furrow  openers,  low  press  wheel,  and  ox 
pole. 

The  type  of  feed  is  not  so  very  important,  but  it  is  important  to 
get  away  from  a  construction  that  compels  the  farmer  to  buy  a  grain 
drill  with  four  or  five  extra  sets  of  furrow  openers  and  all  the  other 
parts  that  go  with  them. 

Binders  Should  Have  Tongrne  Tmok. 

The  planting  season  begins  about  August  25,  and  the  rice  b  har- 
vested m  January  or  February.  For  tne  latter  operation  5  and  6 
foot  self-binders  are  used.  All  rice  binders  for  Brazil  should  have 
a  good  strong  tongue  truck.  On  several  plantations  I  found  the 
farmers  using  disk-harrow  tongue  trucks  on  their  binders,  and  they 
could  not  be  induced  to  do  without  tongue  trucks  even  on  6-foot 
binders. 

GOAL  SHOBTAOE  CITBTAILS  CHILE'S  TBAIN  SESVICE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Kecna,  Valparaiso,  Aug.  1.] 

The  State  Railways,  July  20,  1916,  reduced  the  train  service  in 
Zone  No.  1  of  the  system,  which  covers  the  Valparaiso-Santiago  dis- 
trict, because  of  a  shortage  of  coal.  Prior  to  July  20  there  were  18 
passenger  trains  arriving  at  and  18  departing  from  Valparaiso 
station  of  the  State  Eailwavs.  Seven  of  the  trains  each  way  were 
withdrawn  from  the  schedule  on  July  20. 


British  Columbia  Smelter  Beceiptt. 

Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward  reports  from  Vancouver  that  the 
receipts  of  the  smelter  at  Trail,  British  Columbia,  amounted  to 
$284,978  during  the  seven  months  ended  July  31,  1916,  of  which  the 
shipments  from  the  Roseland  district  amoimted  to  $201,051,  and 
troTt  East  Kootenay,  $42,292. 
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PSOFITS  OF  JAPAN'S  EZFANDIHO  IBBTrSTSIES. 

[Consul  General  George  n.  Sddmore,  Yokohama,  Ang.  2.] 
Rapid  Increase  In  Ontpnt  and  Earnings  of  Spinning  Companies. 

The  Japan  Gazette  quotes  the  Chugai  Shogyo  of  Tokio  as  stating 
that  tlie  net  profits  of  various  cotton-spinning  companies  in  Japan 
during  the  first  half  of  the  present  year  amounted  to  $9,334,412. 
Compared  with  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  the  figures  diow 
an  increase  of  $2,218,325.  This  tendency  is  declared  due  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  war,  which  is  creating  a  greater  demand  for  Japanese 
articles  in  various  countries  in  the  South  Pacific,  in  India,  China,  and 
other  countries. 

The  number  of  spinning  mill  companies  in  Japan,  according  to  the 
Japan  Advertiser,  is  now  36,  with  total  capital  invested  of  more  than 
$42,871,000.  The  number  of  spindles  at  work,  according  to  the  in- 
vestigation made  in  June,  was  2,763,000.  The  workers  employed  in 
the  mills  number  23,590  males  and  99,760  females,  a  total  of  123,350. 
The  output  of  yarns  averages  160,000  bales  a  month. 

Compared  with  conditions  in  1906,  striking  progress  has  been 
made.  The  number  of  spindles  and  the  output  have  been  doubled  in 
10  years.  The  nimiber  of  laborers  has  not  made  a  corresponding 
increase,  and  this  shows  the  increasing  efficiency  of  the  labor.  A 
striking  feature  is  that  the  number  of  companies  has  decreased  from 
48  to  36.  and  this  shows  the  tendency  toward  amalgamation. 

The  Advertiser  states  that  one  thing  which  can  not  be  overlooked 
is  that  there  is  a  strong  tendency  toward  the  increase  of  spindles  and 
capital  by  various  mills,  and  that  it  is  expected  there  will  be  a  fur- 
ther remarkable  increase  in  these  respects  at  the  end  of  this  year. 
Favorable  Opportunity  for  Extension  of  Equipments. 

The  Japan  Chronicle,  in  a  discussion  of  the  spuming  industry  of 
the  country,  says  that  as  money  is  very  easy,  there  is  now  a  good  op- 
portunity for  extensions  of  ec|uipment,  except  for  some  difficulties 
m  the  way  of  importing  machinery.  Consequently,  it  says,  there  has 
been  a  sort  of  competition  in  expansion  among  spinning  companies. 
According  to  the  latest  investigations  made  by  the  Spinning  Asso- 
ciation, quoted  by  the  Asahi  of  Osaka,  between  January  and  June 
10  companies  increased  their  capital  altogether  by  $11,886,109,  pro- 
ducing at  the  end  of  June,  $68,876,111,  total  capital,  of  which  about 
$42,000,000  was  paid  up.  The  total  amount  shows  an  increase  of 
$8,815,259  in  comparison  with  the  end  of  June,  1914,  that  is,  before 
the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  new  spindles  now  being  fitted  up  number  487,818,  while  it  is 
contemplated  that  another  254,152  shall  be  added.  Of  the  former, 
234,804  spindles  are  for  the  spinning  of  thick  yarns  up  to  20's;  200,- 
662  for  yams  between  20's  and  42's,  and  the  remaining  52,352  for 
43's  or  over. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1916  the  output  of  cotton  y»m 
amounted  to  982,488  bales  of  500  pounds  each,  an  increase  of  156^ 
bales,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  yarn  amounted  to  292,466  bales,  an  increase  of  31,222 
bales.  The  smaller  percentage  of  increase  in  exports  is  accounted  for 
by  an  increase  in  domestic  consumption  and  increased  requirements 
for  weaving  by  the  spinning  companies  themselves. 
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The  output  of  cotton  cloths  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the 
end  of  May  amounted  to  $17,400,641,  an  increase  of  $7,976,000,  or 
about  90  per  cent.  Exports  of  cotton  cloths  amounted  to  $12,040,271, 
an  increase  of  $3,988,000  or  about  50  per  cent. 

Condition  of  Hew  Indnstries  Investigated. 

The  Advertiser  states  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  prefectural  authorities,  has 
been  investigating  the  condition  of  new  industries  which  have  sprung 
up  as  the  result  of  the  war.  The  object  is  to  determine  how  they  can 
be  maintained  after  the  war.  It  is  said  that  the  Government's 
economic  committee  is  also  studying  the  problem.  Industrial  reports 
have  reached  and  are  still  reaching  the  central  authorities  regarding 
production  in  the  various  factories. 

Not  only  in  the  subsidized  dyestuff  company,  but  also  in  other 
companies,  including  the  Tokyo  Gas  Co.,  Osaka  Gas  Co.,  and  the 
Mitsui  Mining  Co.,  a  great  quantity  of  aniline  salt,  and  a  kind  of 
black  sulphuric  dyes  ^re  being  made. 

A  great  quantity  of  bismuth,  salicylic  acid,  antipyrine,  formalin, 
and  other  drugs  are  now  being  produced  in  industrial  centers. 

The  prominent  feature  in  glass  making  is  that  the  Asahi  Glass 
Factory  is  producing  a  great  quantity  of  sheet  glass,  which  not  only 
is  meeting  the  home  demand,  but  also  is  being  exported  to  the  Souw 
Sea  Islands,  Australia,  and  France. 

In  the  celluloid  industry,  the  productive  capacity  has  been  in- 
creased and  the  output  has  been  more  than  doubled. 

The  war  has  stopped  the  supply  of  paper  from  Europe  to  China, 
India,  and  other  countries  in  the  Orient.  The  Japanese  mills  have 
met  die  demand  to  the  extent  of  $2,163,490  a  year,  besides  fully 
supplying  the  home  demand.  During  the  war,. the  domestic  pro- 
duction of  pulp  has  increased  to  more  than  150,000  tons  a  year,  and 
the  independent  supply  of  pulp  to  home  pjmer  mills  is  about  to  be 
realized.    There  are  signs  that  the  output  will  increase. 

The  domestic  production  of  phosphorus  is  now  quite  sufficient  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  match  factories. 

Many  factories  for  the  production  of  potassium  chlorate  have  now 
sprung  apjand  the  supply  is  even  considered  to  be  in  excess  of  the 
demand.    The  soda  industry  also  is  making  satisfactory  progress. 
Oreat  Torel^  Demand  for  Japanese  f orcelaln. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  demand  for  Japanese  porcelain,  as 
a  substitute  for  European  products,  in  the  United  States,  Canada, 
Australia,  India,  and  the  South  Seas  is  reported  by  the  Japan  Chron- 
icle. Before  the  war,  the  y;earlv  exports  amounted  to  ahout  $1,994,000 
in  value,  but  this  year  more  than  $2,492,500  worth  has  already  been 
exported  in  the  first  six  months. 

In  Owar^  Mino,  Kyoto,  Kyushu,  and  other  porcelain-producing 
centers  in  Japan,  manufacturers  are  almost  suspending  the  manu- 
facture of  goods  for  domestic  use,  and  are  throwing  their  energies 
into  articles  for  export.  Accordmg  to  merchants  here,  Japanese 
porcelain  goods,  especially  insulators  and  other  articles  for  mdus- 
trial  purposes,  shipped  to  India,  Australia,  and  the  South  Seas  com- 
pare quite  favorably  both  in  price  and  quality  with  European  prod- 
ucts, but  table  utensils  exported  to  the  United  States,  Canada,  and 
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other  places  are  inferior  to  German  goods  in  many  respects,  and  it 
is  expected  that  the  Japanese  articles  will  find  it  difficult  to  maintain 
a  place  on  the  markets  opened  to  them  by  the  war. 
Prospsrity  of  Foreign  Trade  in  Toys  Unprecedented. 

The  foreign  trade  in  Japanese  toys  has  prospered  without  prece- 
dent since  the  war  began.  Especially  conspicuous  is  the  increasing 
demand  for  wooden  toys.  The  exports  of  toys  of  all  kinds  amounted 
to  only  $1,246^50  in  1913  and  to  $1,296,100  in  1914.  The  amount 
reached  $2,243,250  in  1915.  Toys  exported  during  the  first  five 
months  of  lOlC*  were  valued  at  $1,246,250,  as  much  as  during  the 
whole  of  1913.  If  the  increase  continues  at  this  pace,  the  amount 
for  the  year  would  reach  about  $3,489,500. 

Tlie  figures  given  appear  in  the  customs  returns  under  the  heading 
of  toys,  but  the  Japan  Advertiser  states  that  many  other  articles 
exported  under  the  item  of  pottery  goods  and  silk  goods  in  reality 
are  toys.  According  to  an  expert  in  this  business,  the  wooden  toys 
are  the  most  in  demand.  Next  come  celluloid  and  rubber.  Metal, 
textile,  and  paper  toys  follow  in  the  order  given. 

Of  the  wooden  toys,  those  made  in  Hakone  are  the  most  popular. 
Shizuoka  and  Nagoya  makers  are  said  to  be  producing  cheaper  goo<ls 
which  are  being  exported  in  the  name  oi  genuine  Hakone  toys. 
Wooden  toys  are  also  produced  in  Miyajima,  Toyama,  Kanazawa. 
Osaka,  and  Tokyo,  but  the  goods  from  these  places  have  their  own 
peculiar  characteristics  and  are  net  an  imitation  of  the  Hakone  toys. 

The  special  feature  of  the  Hakone  goods  is  the  excellent  work- 
manship in  the  inlaying  of  different  colored  pieces  of  wood  in  elabo- 
rate designs. 

Flonr-XilUng  Industry  Kakea  Steady  Frcgress. 

Japan's  flour-milling  industry  is  now  making  steady  progress.  It 
also  grew  to  an  appreciable  extent  in  the  business  boom  that  fol- 
lowed the  Russo-Japanese  War.  Before  that  war,  Japan's  annual 
imports  of  flour  amounted  to  about  $4,985,000,  but  a  few  years  later 
the  import  figures  fell  to.  about  $498,500.  The  Japan  Advertiser 
emphasizes  the  fact  that  the  progress  now  being  made  is  more  re- 
markable than  the  success  achieved  eight  or  nine  yesirs  ago,  for  Japan 
has  not  only  been  able  to  dispense  with  her  imports  of  flour,  but  is 
now  exporting  to  some  extent.  The  latest  figures  of  the  foreign  tnide 
in  flour  are:  Imports,  1913,  37,152,400  pounds:  1914,  26,813.734 
pounds;  1915,  4,041,066  pounds;  exports,  1913,  84,896  pounds;  1914, 
3,639,605  pounds;  1915,  32,913,678  pounds. 

Both  the  quantity  and  value  of  exports  have  shown  a  slight  de- 
crease this  year,  but  it  has  been  due  entirely  to  the  scarcity  of  ship- 
ping space  and  the  increase  in  freight  rates. 

The  total  capacity  of  all  the  flour  mills  is  now  said  to  be  about 
74,250  bushels,  presenting  a  striking  contrast  to  the  condition  before 
the  Kusso- Japanese  War,  when  .the  total  daily  capacity  was  between 
2,475  and  3,465  bushels.    The  newspaper  says,  in  conclusion : 

This  condition,  like  many  other  booms,  Is  largely  due  to  the  present  war. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  state  of  things  will  be  maintained  per- 
manently. The  due  to  the  solution  of  this  question  Is  whether  Japan  can  com- 
mand an  independent  supply  of  wheat.  Japan  relies  largely  upon  the  foreign 
supply  of  wheat,  though  the  home  supply  Is  increasing. 
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HO  AXEBICAH  COHSUIiATE  AT  MAirAGUA. 

C!onsul  John  A.  Gamon,  of  Corinto,  suggests  that  the  closing  of  the 
American  consulate  at  Managua,  Nicaragua,  be  given  renewed  pub- 
licity. That  consulate  was  closed  in  1911,  but  Consul  Gamon  reports 
thsit  mail  from  the  United  States  still  arrives  for  the  Managua  office. 
These  letters  are  turned  over  to  Consul  Gamon  either  by  the  Nica- 
raguan  postal  authorities  or  by  the  American  legation  at  Managua ; 
but  in  view  of  their  large  number  and  of  the  fact  that  they  fre- 
quently duplicate  correspondence  sent  direct  to  the  Corinto  consulate, 
he  suggests  that  the  closing  of  the  Managua  office  be  again  brought 
to  the  attention  of  American  exporters. 

At  present  United  States  consuls  are  stationed  only  at  Bluefields 
and  Corinto,  Nicaragua,  with  consular  agents  at  Matagalpa  and  San 
Juan  del  Sur. 

OTJTPirr  OF  COAL  ON  VAWCOTJVEE  ISLAOT). 

(Vice  Consul  R.  H.  Ncwcomb,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Aag.  25.] 

The  Western  Fuel  Co.,  Canadian  Collieries  (Ltd.),  Pacific  Coast 
Coal  Mines  (Ltd.),  and  the  Vancouver  Nanaimo  Coal  Mining  Co. 
comprise  the  coal  mining  companies  operating  on  Vancouver  Island. 
Reports  compiled  by  these  mines  show  their  complete  output  for 
year  1915  to  oe  1,020,942  long  tons,  and  the  amount  exported  to  the 
United  States  to  be  261,312  tons.  The  total  output  for  each  mine 
was  as  follows  in  long  tons:  Western  Fuel  Co.,  415,723;  Canadian 
Collieries  Mines,  427,812;  Pacific  Coast  Coal  Mines,  129,431;  and 
Vancouver  Nanaimo  Coal  Mining  Co.,  47,976. 

Women  to  be  Employed  in  British  Bakehouses. 

The  employment  of  women  as  tram  conductors,  mail  carriers,  and 
bank  clerks  in  Great  Britain  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  has 
already  been  commented  on  in  Commerce  Reports.  Consul  Homer 
M.  Bymgton,  of  Leeds,  now  reports  the  opening  of  still  another  com- 
mercial field  to  them — that  of  baker.  This  will  be  the  first  time  that 
female  labor  has  been  employed  in  this  trade  in  England.  Consul 
Byington  states  that  only  robust  women  will  be  hired,  and  that 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  who  have  already  learned  to  bake 
at  home. 

Export  Prices  of  Italian  Food  Products. 

Under  date  of  August  5  Vice  Consul  S.  C.  Leoni  reported  that 

{rices  for  the  tomato  paste  and  cheese  exported  from  the  Florence, 
taly,  consular  district  were,  per  100  pounds :  Tomato  paste,  in  tins — 
f.  o.  b.  Florence  $19.70  to  $21.45,  f.  o.  b.  Bologna  $18.82  to  $20.13; 
Parmesan  cheese,  f.  o.  b.  Parma^-Stravecchione  $33.27  to  $34.14, 
Stravecchio  $29.76  to  $31.08,  Vecchio  $26.26  to  $27.14;  Reggian 
cheese,  f.  o.  b.  Reggio  Emilia — Stravecchio  $30.64  to  $31.52,  Vecchio 
$28.45  to  $29.33. 

One  $1,000  shipment  already  made  to  India  and  orders  on  hand 
amounting  to  over  $3,000  are  among  the  new  business  obtained  by  a 
Chicago  ^oe  company  from  its  use  of  "  Trade  Opportunities "  ap- 
pearing in  recent  issues  of  Commerce  Reports. 
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FOEEIGir  TBABE  OFPOETUJiiTlES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnreaa  and  Its  dlatrlet  oAees.  BeqneBt 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  mtmte  opportamlty  nvoMer,. 
TUA  Bnrean  docs  not  fumlsb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  oa  to  the  Standing 

of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  sbould  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Alcohol,  No.  22326. — A  prominent  bank  in  the  United  States  is  In  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  Its  corrospondent  In  Greece  stating  that  a  firm  In  that  conntry 
wishes  to  l)e  place<l  In  touch  with  manufacturers  and  producers  of  alcob<d 
extracted  from  sugar  sabstances.  Samples  should  be  sent.  Quotations 
■  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York  per  100  kilos,  contained  in  galvanized  iron 
casks.    Quotations  should  also  be  made  on  the  containers. 

Tin  bars.  No.  22327. — .\n  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  writes  that  a  firm 
In  his  district  wishes  to  sell  tin  bars.  The  firm  states  that  It  can  supply 
about  12  tons  per  month.  Full  information  as  to  marketing  conditions  Is 
desired.    Correspondence  in  Spanish. 

nosicry,  hats,  etc.,  No.  22328. — ^The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  company  In 
Haiti  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  producers  of 
hosiery,  liueu,  and  knitted  underwear,  hats,  garters,  and  suspenders. 

Fire  boats.  No.  22329. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports  the  pos- 
sible opportunity  for  the  sale  of  Are  boats.  Descriptive  literature  and  full 
Information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Machinery,  No.  22330. — ^A  business  man  in  Paraguay  informs  on  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices  of  machinery 
and  supplies  for  a  meat-packing  and  refrigerating  plant.  Machinery  Is  also 
wanted  for  making  round  and  square  cans  of  all  sizes;  machinery  for 
making  fertilizers;  two  wood  or  oil  fuel  engines;  boilers;  gas  plant;  ma- 
chinery for  making  boxes  and  barrels ;  and  equipment  for  a  macliine  shop. 
It  is  stated  that  the  man  may  later  be  In  the  market  for  two  lighters  fitted 
with  oil  fuel  engines,  capable  of  transporting  from  200  to  250  tons  of  meat 
speed  10  miles  per  hour.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Tapestries,  leather,  machinery,  etc..  No.  22331. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that 
a  commercial  representative  in  Spain  wishes  to  correspond  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  tapestries,  leather  of  all  kinds,  pure  gold 
leaf,  machinery,  etc.  He  states  that  he  can  guarantee  all  transactions. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish  or  French.    References. 

Pickles,  oils,  and  greases.  No.  22332. — X  broker  and  commission  merchant  in 
Newfoundland  writes  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  be 
put  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  mixed  pickles, 
oils,  and  greases.    References. 

Sugar,  rice,  and  cotfcc.  No.  22333. — A  bank  in  New  Tork  City  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  firm  in  Greece  which  desires  to  form  commercial 
relations  with  .\inerlcan  exporters  of  sugar,  rice,  and  coffee. 

Uosiery,  No.  22334. — An  .\niericun  consular  officer  In  Canada  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  .an  importing  agent  in  his  district  who  wishes  to 
he  placed  In  coninuinicatsDn  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  all  kinds  of  hosiery  for  women  and  children.    Reference. 

Jctcclry,  No.  22.3.3."). — .\n  .\nierican  consular  oflicer  in  England  reiwrts  that 
there  is  a  largo  demand  in  his  district  for  cheap  jewelry  and  imitation 
stones. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COICHEBCE. 


DISTKICT  OI'FICES. 


NEW  YOBK:  Boom  400,  CuKtonboiw. 

BOSTON:  18th  <oor,  Cnstomhone. 

rUIClGO:  604  Federal  Balldlng. 

BT.  LOtIS :  402  Third  Natloul  Biak  Balldlag. 

ATLANTA:  SSI  Post  OIBe«  Billdla;. 

KEW  0BLEA^8:  1030  Hlbcrnla  Bank  Bnlldla;. 

SAN  FBAXaSCO:  807  CaBtomhoasc. 

SEATTLE:  848  Bear;  Bnlldlag. 

WASniNGTON  :  GOVERXMEXT  PBIXTIXG  OFFIO :  1>" 


COOPEBATITS  0FFKX8. 


CLEVELAND:  Ckaaiwr  of  CoaaaeTce. 
aNClNNATI:  Chamber  of  CoMeree. 
CINCINNATI:  C,  N.  O.  k  T.  P.  Br-  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES :  Chaaiber  of  ComaeR*. 
PHILADELPHU:  Chamber  of  Comaerce. 
CHAITAKOOeA:  SaaU  Amerteaa  Ageat.  SmA- 
era  Bjr.  Co. 
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SHIPMENT  OF  COFPEB  TO  N«KWAY. 

[Announcement  of  the  Department  of  State,  Sept  6.] 

The  Department  of  State  is  in  receipt  of  ijif  ormation  to  the  effect 
that  an  agreement  has  been  entered  into  between  the  Governments 
of  Great  Britain  and  Norway,  whereby  the  Go^'emment  of  Norway 
places  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  raw  copper  and  receives 
without  interruption  importations  of  copper  from  the  United  States, 
but  releases  an  amount  equivalent  to  such  importations  for  shipment 
to  England.  It  is  understood  that  about  3,000  tons  will  be  at  once 
available. 

EEOISTBATION  OF  OIL  COMPANIES  »  MEXICO. 

The  Department  of  State  is  informed  that  the  Ministry  of  Finance 
of  the  de  fncto  Government  of  Mexico  has  promulgated  a  decre« 
under  date  of  September  4,  1916,  which  requires  that  companies  en- 
gaged in  the  production  of  crude  oil  in  Mexico  register  m  the  tu.v 
bureau  of  that  ministry  before  September  15,  1916j  or  witliin  15 
days  of  the  first  production,  in  tl»e  case  of  companies  which  have 
not  yet  produced  oil.  It  is  required  that  such  registration  be  effected 
by  only  authorized  re]>resentatives  of  sucli  companies,  and  failure  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  decree  renders  delinquents  liable 
to  a  fine  of  1,000  pesos  Mexican  gold. 


Canal  Traffic  in  July. 

The  official  report  of  the  operation  of  the  Panama  Canal  for  July 
places  the  number  of  ocean-going  vessels  making  the  transit  of  the 
canal  in  that  month  at  150 — 17  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and 
73  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic.  By  nationality  these  vessels 
were:  United  States,  28;  British,  75;  Japanese,  11;  Peruvian,  9; 
Dutch,  2;  Chilean,  7;  Norwegian,  9:  Swedish,  3;  Mexican,  1;  French, 
1 ;  Danish,  3 ;  and  Panaman,  1.  The  total  net  tonnage  of  vessels 
making  the  transit  was  488,968. 
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ATTSTBAIIAH  2ZINC  FOK  XTHITEB  XIHOOOIL 

ICommercial  Attach*  Pierce  C.  WllUams,  London,  England,  Aug.  12.] 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  a  plan  by  which  Australian  zinc 
concentrates,  heretofore  smelted  in  Hamburg,  will  in  the  future  be 
handled  by  Great  Britain  and  its  allies.  According  to  the  Financial 
News,  the  British  Government  has  agreed  to  take  a  large  tonnage  of 
Australia's  zinc  ores  during  the  war  and  100,000  yearly  for  10 
years  thereafter.  This  means  that  the  British  spelter  capacity  will 
have  to  be  considerably  enlarged,  and  this  is  already  being  done  by 
a  form  of  subsidy  to  manufacturers. 

One  hundred  thousand  tons  of  zinc  concentrates  would  make 
roughly  about  30,000  tons  of  spelter.  In  the  past,  Great  Britain 
has  consumed  about  195,000  tons  of  zinc  and  has  produced  only 
60,000  tons.  By  taking  these  Australian  ores  the  output  of  Great 
Britain  would  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  100,000  tons,  which  means 
that  it  will  still  have  to  depend  pretty  largely  upon  other  countries. 
However,  the  Govermnent  has  also  agreed  to  lend  to  Australia  about 
$2,500,000  for  the  erection  of  smelting  plants  in  the  Commonwealth, 
and  to  take  yearly  45,000  tons  of  Australian  spelter.  This  would 
leave  about  55,000  tons  to  be  gotten  elsewhere. 

It  is  reported  that  negotiations  are  proceeding  with  France  and 
Belgium  to  take  the  remainder  of  the  zinc  concentrates  produced  in 
Australia.  If  these  negotiations  are  successful  it  woula  seem  that 
the  United  Kingdom  can  get  all  the  zinc  it  needs  from  Australia 
and  the  British  allies. 


OEBMAN  CATTLE  CElTSirS. 

l\Icc  Consul  Uarold  B.  Qaarton,  Berlin,  Aug.  10.1 

The  Imperial  Statistical  Office,  Berlin,  publislied  in  the  Imperial 
Gazette  for  August  15,  1916,  the  final  results  of  the  cattle  census  of 
December  1,  1915,  and  compared  these  results  with  the  similar  census 
of  December  1,  1914.  According  to  this  comparison,  the  following 
numbers  of  cattle  were  available  in  the  German  Empire : 


Livestock. 

1914 

1915 

Live  stock. 

1914 

1915 

Horses  (with  tbe  excep- 
tion of  military  horses) . . 

old 

Kumber. 
.  3,435,283 

2,069,803 

«,  853, 139 
1,579,850 

3,341,624 

1,396,767 

6,457,093 
1,493,079 

Ifvmba. 
11.320,992 
21.828.783 

5.471,468 
25,341,373 

8,538,414 

JTuviber. 
10.«79,«9 

An  kinds  of  beef  catUe. . . 
Sbeop 

20,316,«« 
S,0<3,47S 

Young  cattle  less  than  2 

Swine 

17,SS7,IU 

Goats 

),43S,ai 

Bulls,  steers,  and  oxen . . . 

According  to  the  above  table,  the  number  of  beef  cattle  has  dimin- 
ished by  about  1,500,000  and  the  number  of  swine  in  the  Empire  is 
8,000,000  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year  (1914).  The  great  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  swine  is  attributable  to  the  diminished  num- 
ber of  young  pigs  recorded  in  the  last  census. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Supplies  for  Onatemala. 

The  President  of  Guatemala  has  authorized  the  expenditure  of  the 
sum  of  ^5,571.41  American  gold  for  supplies  which  tiie  Natioittl 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  department  wUl  order.  Hie  Natiooal 
Treasury  is  authorized  also  to  pay  insontnce  and  freight  on  flus 
shipment  to  Puerto  Barrios. 
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NEW  STOCK-DEPOSIT  PLAIT  OF  BBITISH  TKEASTJEY. 

[Kxtracts  from  lx>ndon  Statist  for  Aug.  19.] 

In  view  of  the  large  trade  balance  against  the  United  Kingd9m  at 
the  present  time,  it  is  a  matter  of  vital  necessity  that  the  value  of  the 
sovereign  in  foreign  monetary  centers  should  not  be  allowed  to  de- 
preciate, and  with  the  object  first  of  all  of  regulating  the  New  York 
exchange  upon  London,  an  Anglo-French  loan  for  £100,000,000 
[$486,650,000]  was  raised  in  New  York  in  October  last. 

This  was  followed  by  an  offer  from  the  British  Treasury  to  pur- 
chase outright  for  subsequent  sale  to  the  United  States  bonds  and 
stocks  of  American  railroad  and  industrial  corporations.  Holders 
of  those  securities  had  the  option,  however,  or  merely  depositing 
them  with  the  Treasury  for  two  years,  and  were  to  receive  during 
the  deposit  period  interest  or  dividend  at  the  rate  of  one-half  of  1 
per  cent  per  annum  in  excess  of  that  received  upon  the  securities 
deposited.  The  Treasury  reserved  to  itself  the  nght  to  dispose  of 
the  deposited  securities  at  any  time,  if  it  so  desired,  and,  were  this 
option  exercised,  agreed  to  pay  to  the  depositor  in  sterling  the  value 
of  his  securities  based  upon  tne  closing  quotation  in  New  York  on 
the  day  of  sending  notification  of  sale,  with  an  additional  2^  per 
cent  on  the  value  so  calculated. 
Seonritles  In  Kew  List  Cover  a  Wide  Field. 

The  holdings  of  American  securities  by  British  investors  amounted 
to  a  very  large  figure,  but  at  the  high  rate  at  which  we  have  been 
making  and  are  continuing  to  make  purchases  from  the  United  States 
it  soon  became  evident  that  the  mobilization  of  American  securities 
under  what  is  Imown  as  Scheme  A  would  not  provide  us  with  the 
means  of  settling  the  trade  balance  against  us.  Hence  in  recent 
months  the  expectation  has  been  that  the  plan  of  mobilization  of 
securities  for  regulating  the  foreign  exchanges  would  be  enlarged 
so  as  to  include  our  investments  in  coimtries  other  than  the  United 
States.  The  announcement  published  in  the  London  Gazette  on 
Saturday  last  of  the  extension  of  the  scheme  to  other  bonds  and 
stocks  was,  therefore,  no  surprise,  but  it  is  none  the  less  interesting 
from  many  points  of  view. 

The  securities  included  in  the  new  list  cover  an  exceedingly  v.i:h 
field,  and  consist  of  certain  bonds  of  the  Governments  of  AigVntiiii. 
Brazil,  Canada,  Chile,  Denmark,  Egypt,  Holland,  Japan,  Norway, 
and  Sweden,  of  the  Swiss  Government  Federal  Railways,  iuul  or 
the  municipalities  of  Copenhagen  and  Stockholm.  Further,  the  lihst 
includes  the  prior-charge  stocks,  and  in  a  few  instances  also  prefoi- 
ence  stocks,  of  the  Canadian  Pacific,  the  Canadian  Northern,  the 
Grand  Trunkj  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railways,  as  well  as  of 
the  five  most  important  Argentine  lines — ^the  Argentine  Great  West- 
em,  the  Buenos  Aires  Great  Southern,  the  Buenos  Aires  &  Pacifi<-, 
the  Buenos  Aires  Western,  and  the  Central  Argentine. 

Details  of  Scheme  B. 

The  new  plan  is  designated  Scheme  B,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
American  Dollar  Securities  Plan,  Scheme  A.  [Reference  to  the 
British  Treasury's  purchase  of  American  dollar  securities  was  made 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  11  and  May  26, 1916;  to  the  levying 
of  a  special  income  tax  thereon,  in  the  issues  for  June  29  and  Aug.  1, 
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1916.]  Scheme  B  applies  not  only  to  those  securities  in  the  isued 
list  and  to  others  that  may  from  ume  to  time  be  added  thereto,  but 
may  be  taken  advantage  of  by  depositors  under  Scheme  A  provided 
they  give  notice  of  their  desire  to  transfer  from  A  to  B  not  later 
than  September  l-l  next. 

In  one  respect  the  new  terms  are  identical  with  the  old  ones — 
namely,  that  the  Treasury  will  hand  over  to  the  lender  all  interest  or 
dividends  due  on  the  deposited  securities,  and  also,  by  way  of  con- 
sideration for  the  loan,  payment  of  an  extra  rate  of  one-half  of  Iper 
cent  per  annum  upon  the  face  value  of  the  bonds  or  stocks.  But 
there  the  similarity  ends.  Unlike  Scheme  A,  the  present  proposal 
of  the  Treasury  is  not  to  purchase  securities  outright,  but  to  accept 
them  on  deposit  only;  and  whereas  under  the  former  arrangement 
the  loan  period  was  for  two  years  from  date  of  deposit,  in  the  present 
instance  the  securities  are  to  be  loaned  to  the  Treasury  for  a  period 
to  expire  March  31, 1922.  The  Treasury,  however,  retains  the  power 
to  return  the  securities  to  depositors  at  any  time  on  or  after  March 
31,  1919,  upon  giving  three  months'  notice  of  its  intention  to  do  so. 

Although  it  is  not  expected  the  Treasury  will  dispose  of  any  of 
the  securities  for  the  deposit  of  which  it  is  now  asking,  nevertheless 
it  will  hold  the  right  to  do  so  should  the  necessity  arise,  in  which 
event  the  lender  would  continue  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  the 
same  payments — his  regular  interest  plus  one-half  of  1  per  cent — 
as  if  the  securities  had  been  retained  until  the  end  of  the  loan 
period,  when  the  Treasury  either  will  return  to  him  securities  of  the 
same  description  and  nominal  value  as  those  originally  deposited, 
or.  at  its  option,  will  pay  to  him  the  deposit  value  of  the  securities 
with  an  addition  of  5  per  cent  on  that  value. 

Deposit  Value  of  Secnrities — Deposit  Certlflcates. 

The  deposit  value  of  the  securities  included  in  the  new  list  is 
the  net  mean  quotation  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange  on  Friday, 
August  11 — that  is  to  say,  after  allowing  for  accrued  interest  or 
dividend;  while  in  the  case  of  additional  lists  being  issued  the  de- 
posit value  will  be  the  net  mean  quotation  on  the  day  preceding 
their  inclusion  in  the  scheme. 

In  return  for  the  securities  loaned  to  it  the  Treasury  will  issue 
deposit  certificates,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  their 
quotation  in  the  Stock  Exchange  Official  List.  Beyond  being  negoti- 
able in  an  easy  form  the  certificates,  of  course,  will  be  available 
as  collateral  for  bankers'  loans,  etc.  Account  has  been  taken  of 
the  likelihood  of  certain  securities  being  repaid  at  a  fixed  date  or 
by  drawings,  in  which  case  the  Treasury,  when  making  repayment, 
will  make  a  further  addition  of  an  amount  equal  to  the  enhancement 
in  value  due  to  the  approach  of  the  date  of  redemption  while  the 
securities  have  been  upon  deposit  if  the  deposit  value  plus  5  per 
cent  is  less  than  the  redemption  value. 

Scheme  B  is  purely  voluntary,  the  question  of  the  imposition  of 
an  additional  income  tax  of  2  shillings  in  the  pound  sterling  [10 
per  cent]  unless  holders  consent  to  the  Treasury's  propossd  not 
arising,  at  any  rate  at  the  present  time,  although  it  will  be  recognized 
that  if  holders  of  the  securities  to  whom  the  invitation  to  <)epodt 
is  extended  fail  to  respond  in  sufficiently  large  numbers  it  may 
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become  necessary  to  adopt  the  same  course  as  that  followed  with 
the  American  Dollar  Securities  Scheme. 

Extent  of  Holdings  In  Countries  Concerned. 

On  several  occasions  in  the  past  we  have  published  data,  based 
upon  the  best  information  available,  showing  the  approximate  in- 
vestments of  Great  Britain  in  other  lands.  The  most  recent  figures 
(given  in  our  issue  of  Jan.  8)  show  that  British  investments  in 
Canada  at  the  end  of  1915  amounted  to  about  £570,000,000  [$2,773,- 
900,000];  in  Argentina,  £343,000,000  [$1,669,210,000];  in  Brazil, 
£155,000,000  [$754,308,000]  ;  in  Chile,  £64,000,000  [$31i;456,000]  ;  in 
Japan,  £63,000,000  [$306,590,000]  ;  and  in  Egypt,  £45,000,000  [$218,- 
993,000].  We  give  these  figures  because  they  relate  to  our  invest- 
ments in  those  countries,  some  of  whose  securities  are  now  required 
by  the  Treasury.  Beyond  these,  account  has  also  to  be  taken  of  in- 
vestments in  Continental  countries,  which  would  bring  the  total  in- 
vestments in  those  countries  whose  securities  are  embraced  in  Scheme 
B  to  well  oyer  £1,250,000,000  [$6,083,125,000]. 

The  securities  in  the  Treasury's  new  list  represent,  of  course,  only 
a  portion  of  our  investments  in  those  countries,  and  their  present 
market  value  is  estimated  at  about  £600,000,000  [$2,919,900,000]. 


OOVEfiNMEUTT  TESTS  OF  TOMATO  FBODTTCTS. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  requested 
to  inform  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  tomato  products  of  the  tests 
which  it  applies  in  arriving  at  its  decision  whether  to  recommend 
proceedings  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  against  tomato  products. 

Under  section  7  of  the  act,  articles  of  food  are  adulterated  if  they 
are  found  to  consist  in  whole  or  in  part  of  filthy,  decomposed  or 
putrid  animal  or  vegetable  substances.  In  Circular  68  of  the  Bureau 
of  Chemistry  there  were  announced  the  numbers  of  yeasts  and  spores, 
bacteria  and  molds  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  department,  may 
ordinarily  be  found  in  tomato  products  handled  with  reasonable 
cleanliness  in  the  process  of  manufacture.  The  department  states 
that  examination  of  a  large  number  of  tomato  products  and  tomato 
canneries  convinces  it  that  it  is  entirely  practicable  for  manufac- 
turers to  keep  the  yeasts  and  spores,  bacteria  and  molds  within  the 
limits  stated  in  Circular  68.  The  department  has  not  recommended 
proceedings  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  imless  the  product,  upon 
examination  under  the  conditions  prescribed  in  Circular  68,  was 
found  to  contain  yeast  and  spores  or  bacteria  or  mold  filaments  in 
excess  of  the  following  numbers:  Yeast  and  spores  per  -^  cubic 
millimeter,  125;  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  100,000,000,  mold 
filaments  in  66  per  cent  of  the  microscopic  fields.  It  is  considering, 
however,  the  adoption  of  figures  approaching  those  given  in  Cir- 
cular 68.  When  such  a  scale  has  been  adopted,  public  announcement 
will  be  made. 

Since  Circular  68  was  issued,  there  are  being  produced  in  increas- 
ing quantities  tomato  products  of  varying  degrees  of  concentration. 
TTie  department  is  considering  the  adoption  of  a  scale  for  testing 
tomato  products,  varying  with  the  degree  of  concentration.  If  it  is 
decided  to  adopt  such  a  scale,  public  announcement  will  be  made. 
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OOYERHICENT  FTTBUCATIONS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  September  2: 

Canned  Salmon  Cheaper  than  Mcnii  and  Why  (Fisheries  Bnreau  EkM>noiiilc 
Circular  11). — Brief  history  of  the  Pacific  salmon  Industry,  including  50  tested 
recipes.    Price,  5  cents. 

Influence  of  Frequency  of  Alternating  or  Infrequently  Reverted  Current  on 
Electrolytic  Corrosion  (Standards  Technologic  Paper  72). — Describes  experi- 
mental work  to  determine  the  coefficient  of  corrosion  of  Iron  and  steel  in  va- 
rying frequencies  of  alternating  or  reversed  current.    Price,  10  cents. 

Data  on  Electric  Railway  Track  Leakage  (Standards  Technologic  Paper 
75). — Presents  data  obtained  as  results  of  exjwriments  on  various  trolley 
lines,  giving  general  conditions  on  line  and  test,  current  leal^age  and  calcula- 
tion of  track  and  road  bed  resistance.    Price,  10  cents. 

Report  on  Trade  and  Tariffs  in  Brazil,  Uruguay,  Argentina,  Chile,  Bolivia, 
and  Peru  (Federal  Trade  Commission,  1916). — Information  of  practical  value 
to  those  interested  in  trade  conditions,  customs  laws,  and  practices  in  aiXairs 
in  Latin  American  countries,  and  how  obstacles  encountered  in  commercial 
relations  may  be  avoided.    Price,  30  cents. 

Financial  Statistics  of  Cities  liaving  Population  of  Over  30,000,  1915  (Census 
Bureau). — Contains  in  detail  the  financial  transactions  of  204  cities,  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  taxable  property,  taxes  levied  thereon,  indebtedness  kbA 
assets,  at  close  of  fiscal  year,  with  proposed  method  of  harmonizing  accounting 
systems  in  various  American  cities.    Price,  cloth,  75  cents. 

Wholesale  Prices  of  Leading  Articles  in  the  United  States  Markets  (Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  Bureau,  Miscellaneous  Series  30). — ^Report  containing 
quotation  of  prices  of  articles  representative  of  the  most  Important  staple 
lines  of  merchandise  for  the  years  1913-1915.    Price,  5  cents. 


SUSPENSION  OF  PROVISIONS  OF  SHIP  BEGISTBY  ACT. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
conferred  upon  him  by  Section  2  of  the  act  approved  August  18, 
1914,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  foreign-built 
ships  to  American  registry  for  the  foreign  trade,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," and  in  order  to  extend  the  privil^es  of  said  act  with  respect 
to  the  licensing  of  officers  and  noninspection  of  such  vessels  admitted 
to  American  registry,  under  date  of  September  1,  1916,  ordered  as 
follows: 

1.  That  the  provisions  of  the  law  prescribing  that  the  watch  ofBcers  of 
vessels  of  the  United  States  registered  for  foreign  trade  shall  be  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  are  hereby  suspended  so  far  and  for  such  length  of  time 
as  is  herein  provided,  namely :  All  watch  officers  now  employed  on  foreign-built 
ships  which  have  been  admitted  to  United  States  registry  under  said  act 
who,  heretofore,  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  watch  officers  on  such  ships  who,  witliin  six  months  from  this  date, 
shall  declare  their  Intention  to  become  such  citizens  shall  be  entitled  to  serve 
on  foreign-built  ships  so  registered  until  tlie  time  shall  have  expired  within 
which  they  may  become  such  citizens  under  their  declarations,  and  shall  be 
eligible  for  promotion  upon  any  foreign-built  ship  so  registered. 

2.  That  the  provisions  of  law  requiring  survey.  Inspection,  and  measnr*- 
ment,  by  officers  of  the  United  States,  of  foreign-built  ships  admitted  to  United 
States  registry  under  said  act  are  hereby  suspended  so  far  and  for  such  length 
of  time  as  Is  herein  provided,  namely :  The  said  provisions  shall  not  apply  to 
any  such  foreign-built  ship  during  the  period  of  one  year  from  this  date,  pro- 
vided the  Secretary  of  Commerce  Is  satisfied  In  l^he  case  of  any  such  ship  that 
the  ship  is  safe  and  seaworthy  and  that  proper  effwt  Is  being  made  to  comply 
with  the  said  provisions. 
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INVESTIGATION  OF  GBAIN  HAEKETS  IN  AfiaENTDTA. 

The  Argentine  Government  recently  appointed  a  conunission  to 
make  an  investigation  of  grain  markets,  with  a  view  to  protecting 
the  interests  of  domestic  growers  and  shippers.  The  report  of  the 
commission,  as  quoted  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Eevista  Financiera 
y  Comercial,  showed  that  the  present  low  price  of  wheat  in  Ar- 
gentina is  due  chiefly  to  tlie  extraordinarily  large  world  production 
of  wheat  in  the  1915-16  crop  year.  North  America  alone  is  able  to 
supply  nearly  all  the  wheat  needed  in  Europe,  and  the  difference  in 
freight  does  not  permit  Argentina  to  compete  advantageously  in  this 
tra<&.  The  present  wheat  supply  in  Argentina  is  estimated  at 
1,600,000  tons,  which  is  gradually  being  marketed. 
Proposed  Com  Commistion. 

The  condition  of  tlic  corn  market  is  regarded  as  serious.  The 
stock  on  hand  is  not  large,  and  the  quality  is  good,  but  the  price  is 
low.  This  depreciation  is  attributed  not  only  to  high  freights  and 
limited  demands  from  consuming  countries,  but  to  the  fact  that  in- 
dividual producers  are  not  well  informed  regarding  world  markets, 
and  are  unable  to  withstand  the  concci-ted  action  of  a  few  buyers. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  Government  establish,  through  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  a  fortnightly  sei'vice  of  official  information 
on  world  markets.  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  President  ap- 
point a  special  commission  to  accept  consignments  of  corn  from 
farmers  and  merchants,  for  sale  and  shipment.  This  commission 
would  obtain  credit  from  national  banking  institutions,  with  the 
corn  as  security,  and  it  would  advance  4  pesos  ($1.70)  per  100  kilos 
as  a  maximum  on  the  corn  received  for  sale.  Upon  receipt  of  pro- 
ceeds from  the  sale  of  the  com,  all  accounts  would  be  liquidated. 
This  measure  is  recommended  for  immediate  adoption. 


FOOCHOW'S  TEASE  IN  SHE  PIECE  GOODS. 

[Constil  Albert  W.  Pontius,  Foochow,  China,  July  20.] 

Practically  all  of  the  silk  piece  goods  sold  in  this  district  is  of 
native  manufacture,  such  goods  being  purchased  in  Canton,  Hang- 
chow,  and  Soochow.  No  American  cloth  has  appeared  on  the  local 
market  and  shipments  from  Europe  have  been  practically  nil  since 
the  war.  Clothmg  manufactured  from  the  silk  cloth  is  worn  chiefly 
by  the  better  class  of  native.  During  the  past  year  importations  of 
native  silk  piece  goods  were  estimated  at  $150,000.  Very  little  of  the 
silk  imported  finds  its  way  to  interior  points,  the  native  there  being 
content  to  use  cotton  cloth.  There  are  many  different  shades  and 
designs  in  the  silk  sold  in  the  local  market,  the  favorite  colors  being 
black  and  white,  and  blue  and  green  in  the  dark  shades. 

There  are  several  varieties  or  each  kind  of  cloth,  the  prices  quoted 
being  according  to  quality.  Silk  crepe  in  bolts  of  20  inches  by  15-18 
yards  is  sold  at  $4.75  to  $9;  flowered  satin,  31  inches  by  21  yards, 
costs  $21  to  $23.50;  reeled  pongee,  22  inches  by  15^  yards,  sells  for 
$4.50;  reeled  striped  pongee,  22  inches  by  15J  yards,  costs  $6.55  to 
$7.25;  superior  glossy  crepe,  31  inches  by  20  yards,  sells  for  $11.75 
to  $14;  and  lustring,  24  inches  by  20  yards,  costs  $9.40  to  $14  per 
bolt.  The  last  two  varieties  of  cloth  are  used  in  making  sunutier 
clothing. 
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WAK  nrcBZASEs  SWISS  OBAnr  axd  potato  acbsaok 

[Consul  UeBeiml  Frauds  B.  Keen*,  Zorich,  Jolj  28.1 

The  Swiss  Agricultural  Association  (BauemTerband)  has  recaitly 
published  a  report  containing  interesting  comparative  statistics  of 
the  increased  grain  and  potato  acreages  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  Previous  to  that  time,  as  a  result  of  the  low  prices,  the  culti- 
vation of  grains  had,  since  about  1875,  steadily  declmed  in  Switzer- 
land. This  is  especially  true  of  grains  for  breadstuflfs.  On  the  other 
hand,  more  stress  had  been  laid  m  recent  years  upon  the  produotion 
of  stock  food  and  straw,  principally  because  of  their  value  in  ccm- 
nection  with  the  important  Swiss  dairying  and  cheese  industries. 
According  to  the  official  census  of  1905  the  total  grain  acreage  was 
134,220  hectares  (1  hectare=2.47  acres)  or  only  6.43  per  cent  of  the 
total  industrial  area.  The  secretary  of  the  Swiss  Agricultural 
Association,  on  the  basis  of  this  acreage,  has  estimated  the  average 
annual  crop  at  284,800  metric  tons  of  grain  (1  metric  ton=2,204.6 
pounds)  and  641,100  metric  tons  of  straw,  representing  a  combined 
total  value  of  more  than  100,000,000  francs  ($19,300,000). 

Large  Proportion  Obtained  by  Importation. 

This  grain  was  consumed  principally  by  the  agricultural  classes 
themselves,  only  about  100,000  metric  tons,  representing  approxi- 
mately 16  per  cent  of  the  total  Swiss  requirements,  having  been 
sold  to  the  millers.  More  than  four-fifths,  therefore,  of  the  total 
Swiss  requirements  had  to  be  procured  by  importation.  This  facL 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  has  repeatedly  resulted  in  the  demand 
that  the  Swiss  acreage  of  grain  should  be  increased. 

In  the  absence  of  officialstatistics  the  secretary  of  the  Swiss  Agri- 
cultural Association  has  instituted  inquiries.  The  increased  Swiss 
acreages,  in  hectares  of  2.47  acres,  for  the  various  grains  were: 


Grains. 


UM 


1»U 


UlC 


Fercentag* 
oIlBOttai 

m4-in<. 


Winter  wheat 

Summer  wheat 

Spelt,  dlnkle,  etc 

Winter  rje 

Spring  rye 

Wheat  and  rye  mixed  (misdiel) 

Winter  liarley 

Spring  barley 

Oats 

Com 

Total 


Bntarn. 

Htctara. 

38.600 

42,S82 

3.140 

3.382 

22.620 

25,377 

20,230 

22,710 

S,8» 

4.1W 

4.120 

4,404 

1,5^ 

1,8U 

4,640 

4,8B7 

33,740 

37,291 

1,140 

I,SU 

Htctara. 

48.478 
3.6S2 

27.840 

24.534 
4,404 
4,788 
1,775 
6,370 

41,758 
1,672 


2tt.T 
14.1 
38.1 
1T.2 
14.3 
14.8 
13.1 
1&3 
28.7 
88.8 


134,220 


147,805 


162,108 


20.8 


Agnrionltiiral  Growth  Achieved  Under  OUBcolUes. 

These  statistics  indicate  that  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  in  obtaining 
a  sufficient  number  of  agricultural  laborers,  tiie  military  re^nisitioa 
of  horses,  the  scarcity  of  seed,  etc,  the  Swiss  agricultural  mterests 
have  been  able,  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  to  increase  the  grain 
acreage  by  about  27,890  hectares.  In  addition,  provisional  fimins  of 
the  live-stock  census  taken  April  19,  1916,  indicate  that  donng  the 
years  1911  to  1916  the  total  number  of  catde  in  Switzerland  increased 
from  1,443,483  to  1,616,646,  a  growth  of  11.9  per  cent,  while  the  total 
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number  of  live-stock  units  increased  frcnn  1,743,496  to  1,881,758,  a 
growth  of  7.9  per  cent. 

The  estimates  of  the  Agricultural  Association  indicate  that  the 
acreage  of  potatoes  and  that  of  other  vegetables  have  greatly  in- 
creased, the  former  from  about  55,400  hectares  in  1914  to  approxi- 
mately 64,500  in  1915,  and  73,300  hectares  in  1916,  an  increase  since 
the  war  of  32.2  per  cent.  The  largest  percentages  of  increase  in  the 
potato  acreage  have  been  in  the  Cantons  of  Uri,  Zug,  Lucerne,  Ap- 
penzell,  and  St,  Gall,  where  the  production  of  grass  and  hay  in 
recent  years  has  supplanted  grains  and  vegetables.  The  largest 
actual  mcreases  during  the  three  years,  however,  have  been  from 
20,700  to  26,662  hectares  in  the  Canton  of  Berne,  and  from  7,900  to 
10,447  hectares  in  the  Canton  of  Vaud.  These  two  Cantons  contain 
more  than  half  of  the  potato  acreage  in  Switzerland. 
Potato  Surplus  Would  be  Expected  with  Good  Tield. 

If  this  year's  potato  crop  gave  promise  of  being  a  good  yield,  the 
estimated  production  based  upon  the  acreage  mentioned  would  be 
1,190,000  tons,  and  since  the  annual  requirements  of  the  farmers  for 
seed  and  for  stock  food  are  estimated  at  463,000  tons,  and  the  total 
food  requirements  of  the  Swiss  population  at  485,000  tons,  there 
should  be  a  substantial  surplus  under  favorable  circiunstances. 
Owing  to  the  continued  rains  during  the  late  spring  and  siunmer, 
however,  the  prospective  yield  is  estimated  at  only  80  to  90  per  cent 
of  an  average  crop,  but  even  that  would  be  just  about  suflScient  to 
supply  the  normal  requirements  of  the  country. 

According  to  the  official  foreign-commerce  statistics,  which  have 
just  been  made  public,  the  value  of  the  total  importation  of  potatoes 
decreased  from  13,968,906  francs  ($2,695,999)  in  1914  to  3,596,622 
francs  ($694,148)  in  1915.  This  decrease  is  at  least  partly  explained 
by  the  fact  that  the  1914  crop  was  relatively  very  good,  compared 
with  that  of  1913. 

[A  discussion  of  the  effect  of  the  present  war  on  live-stock  conditions  In 
Switzerland  was  published  in  Goumsbce  Repobts  for  Aug.  16,  IdlC.  An  article 
on  Swiss  regulation  of  the  potato  trade  appeared  in  the  Issue  of  Aug.  18, 1916.] 


COTTON  EXPOBTS. 


According  to  repoits  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce)  the  exports  of  cot- 
ton during  the  week  enmng  September  2,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  Umted  States  were  as  follows: 


nistricts. 

Bales. 

Dbtrtots. 

Bales. 

DMctets. 

Bales. 

owrEte 

»,437 
9,383 
Hi 
17,775 
15,168 

PtaHaddphia       

1,«W 

WashlDgtOD 

4,36S 

HarylaDd 

Virginia 

Total 

New  YmTc. '.'.'. '.'.'......'.'. 

31,505 
631 

80,000 

Horth  CBToUna 

The  exports  of  90,000  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  smce  August  1 ,  1916,  approximately  424,987-bale3.  EJxports 
of  cotton  for  the  corre^onding  periods  of  the  preceding  year  were, 
respectively,  29,246  bales  for  the  week,  and  170,258  bales  in  the 
cotton  year. 
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BBASFOBD  COKSOLIDAnOH  OF  LOCAL  HOLIDAYS. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Aug.  IS.] 

The  present  week  is  being  observed  by  the  textile  workers  in  Brad- 
ford and  district  as  a  holiday  week  in  a  more  general  sense,  probably, 
than  ever  before,  and  as  a  consequence  business  locally  is  quiet.  For 
some  time  past  efforts  have  been  made  to  consolidate  the  local  holi- 
days, which  in  the  past  have  been  dictated  largely  by  the  varying 
dates  of  the  district  fairs  (or  "  feasts*'  or  "  tides"  as  they  are  locallj 
called)  and  which  have  therefore  caused  disturbance  of  business  over 
an  imnecessarily  long  period.  Government  intervention,  dictated  by 
a  desire  to  secure  an  uninterrupted  output  of  the  ammunition  fac- 
tories, has  this  year  done  what  it  has  been  impossible  to  do  by  private 
effoit  in  the  past,  and  the  vacation  is  a  general  one  during  the  cur- 
rent week,  with  the  exception  of  factories  engaged  on  munition  work. 

Vnnds  tor.IMstrlbittioii. 

In  the  opinion  of  trade-union  officials,  more  funds  were  available 
for  distribution  among  the  Bradford  holiday  makers  than  has  ever 
been  the  case  before.  It  is  officially  estimated  that  over  $100,000  ol 
holiday  savings  have  been  distributed  by  the  various  firms,  one  fimi 
of  dyers  having  as  much  as  $10,000  in  hand  from  weekly  contribu- 
tions, while  at  one  wool-combing  establishment  over  $5,000  was  paid 
out.  These  sums  do  not  include  private  savings  nor  the  back  pay  to 
which  the  men  engaged  in  the  dyeing  industry  are  entitled.  Be- 
cently  aU  employees  in  dye  works  over  18  years  of  age  were  granted 
4s.  (97  cents)  per  week  advance,  to  date  from  June  2,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  money  should  be  paid  in  a  lump  at  the  holiday  time. 
Piece  workers  were  granted  a  10  per  cent  advance,  and  the  holiday 
funds  would  bs  swollen  from  these  two  sources  by  some  thousands  of 
pounds. 

FBICE  BEDTJCTIONS  FOB  BAWHIDES  IN  aEBHAHY. 

I  Vice  Consul  11.  E.  Carlson,  Frankfort  on  Alain,  Aug.  4.] 

The  Frankfurter  Zeitung  reports  that  the  German  Bawhide  Co. 
(Ltd.)  (Deutsche  Eohhaut,  A.-G.),  which  has  been  formed  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  to  regulate  the  supply,  consumption^  distribu- 
tion, and  prices  of  rawhides,  has  recently  published  a  price  hst,  in 
which  the  prices  for  the  several  kinds  of  rawhides  now  obtainable 
in  Germany  have  been  considerably  reduced  from  those  current 
during  the  past  6  to  9  months. 

The  new  prices  went  into  effect  on  August  1, 1916,  and  goods  sent 
to  the  company  for  use  by  the  Government  must  be  delivered  before 
August  24,  1916.  The  prices  of  cattle  hides  are  reduced  about  20 
per  cent,  while  for  calfskins  weighing  more  than  20  pounds  the  prices 
are  about  10  per  cent  lower.  Prices  of  other  weights  of  palfaH"''  are 
not  affected. 

Pisrnrcii  Bated  TTpon  IMvitlon  into  Three  Classes. 

The  new  arrangement  has  been  made  by  dividing  the  hides  into 
three  classes,  according  to  condition  and  quality,  as  a  means  of 
adjusting  the  prices.  The  kinds  of  hides  that  have  been  included 
in  the  new  table  of  prices  are  oxhides,  cowhides,  kipskins,  horse- 
hides,  pony  hides,  and  colt  skins.    It  is  said  that  the  new  prices  for 
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horsehides  are  about  50  per  cent  lower  than  those  charged  in  the 
open  market. 

According  to  recent  reports  concerning  the  leather  market  in  this 
section  of  Germany,  conditions  may  be  described  as  below  normal. 
A  strong  tendency  among  manufacturers  toward  holding  back  goods 
is  apparent  Buyers  do  not  seem  to  care  to  take  such  goods  as  are 
offered,  even  in  cases  where,  before  the  publication  of  the  maximum 
prices,  there  was  a  decided  demand.  A  few  tanneries  now  have  some 
small  stocks  of  leather  on  hand. 

The  fluctuation  in  prices  is  not  the  only  cause  for  the  present 
lack  of  enterprise  in  the  rawhide  market.    Reports  have  been  spread 
that  the  Government  will,  before  long,  pass  regulations  governing 
the  entire  leather  situation. 
Leather  Market  Supplied  by  Begulation. 

It  is  assumed  that  many  of  these  goods  are  being  exported,  espe- 
cially in  the  case  of  some  of  the  finer  leather  goods,  principally 
patent  leathers.  The  supply  of  leather  to  be  offered  for  sale  in  the 
next  few  months,  it  is  thought,  will  be  somewhat  less,  owing  to  the. 
fact  that  fewer  cattle  are  to  be  slaughtered  during  that  period.  Even 
if  the  supply  is  reduced,  it  will  have  no  influence  on  the  amount 
offered  for  sale,  since  the  leather  market  is  supplied  by  regulation, 
and  this  supply  will  be  obtained  from  stocks  which  have  long  been 
on  hand. 

The  prices  that  have  been  fixed  for  various  kinds  and  grades  of 
hides,  per  kilo  of  2.2  pounds,  green  weight,  together  with  the  charges 
per  piece  for  horsehides,  pony  hides,  and  colt  hides,  are : 


Kind  of  hides. 


First 
quality. 


Second 
quality. 


Third 
quality. 


Bull,  ox,  oow,  kipsldns,  and  gras'ws,  with  minimum  weteht  o(  10  kilos 

(22.6  pounds)  and  maximum  weight  of  15  kHos  (33.7  pounds) 

Boll  bidos: 

1.  Minimum  weteht  of  15  kilos  (33.7  pounds)  and  maximum  weight 
of  25  kilos  (fiS.l  pounds) 


2.  Htaimum  weight  of  25  kilos  (5S.I  pounds)  and  maximtmi  weight 

of  35  kilos  (77.1  pounds) 

3.  Weighing  more  than  36  kOos 

Oxhides: 

1.  Ufailmnm  weight  of  15  kOos  (33.7  pounds)  and  maximum  weight 

of  26  kilos  (55.1  pounds) 

2.  Mbiimum  weight  25  kilos  (55.1  pounds),  maximum  weight  35  kilos 

(77.1  pounds) 

3.  IClnlranm  weight,  35  kilos 

Cowhides: 

1.  Ulntmnm  weight  of  15  kilos  (33.7  pounds)  and  maximum  weight 

of  25  kilos  (65.1  pounds) 

2.  Minimum  weight  of  25  kOos  (55.1  pounds)  and  maximum  weight 

of  35  kilos  (77.1  pounds) 

3.  Minimum  weight  of  35  kilos , 

Elpsklns: 

1.  Minimmn  weight  of  ISkilas  (33.7  pounds)  and  maximum  weight 

of  25  kilos  (55.1  pounds) 

2.  Minimum  weight  of  25  kilos  (55.1  pounds)  and  maxlmimi  weight 

of  35  knos  (77.1  pounds) 

3.  Minimum  weight  of  35  kOos 

Calfskins  weighing  more  than  20  pounds , 

Boisehide  (pony  hide):  Up  to  179  centimeters  (70.47  inches}... per  piece.. 
Hotsebide: 

180  to  199  centimeters  (7D.9to  78.3  inches) do, 

200  to  219  centhneters  (78.7  to  88.2  Inches) do. 

220  to  249  centimeters  (86.6  to  98  taiches) do. 

More  than  98.4  Inches  (250  centlmetsis) do. 

Colt  hides: 

100  to  149  oantimetais  (34.9  to  58.7  inches) do 

Mo*  than  150  centlmeUrs  (59  inches) 


ta.4t 


.43 


.37 
.37 


.45 


.40 
.40 


.45 


.40 
.40 


.49 

.43 

.42 

.65 

3.32 

4.28 
6.71 
7.14 
8.67 

1.19 
2.14 


10.40 


.39 


10.37 


.37 


.31 
.29 


.36 
.35 


.86 
.36 


.37 
.38 
.41 


[A  Statement  of  the  fixing  of  maximum  prices  for  hides  in  Germany  was  tmb- 
llsbed  In  Couherce  Refobts  for  Jan.  29,  1015.] 
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CBOF  COJNDlTlOirS  IN  THE  HETHKRIAWPS. 

[Consul  Ueneral  S.  Ustoe,  Rotterdam,  Jal;  31.] 

Data  furnished  by  the  correspondents  of  the  Netherlands  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  covering  the  year  1916  show  a  falling  oft 
of  54,892  acres  in  the  area  under  the  leading  crops  when  contrasted 
with  the  planting  in  1915  and  one  of  61,315  acres  when  compared 
with  1914.  In  each  case,  however,  the  loss  is  but  3  per  cent.  TTie 
areas  under  the  different  crops  in  each  of  the  past  three  seasons  is 
given  as: 


Products. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Barley: 

Summer 

A  era. 

13,  na 

52,868 

19.385 
39.912 

156,254 

24.100 

1,848 

72,403 

19.084 

348,212 
8  907 
64,815 

344,643 
77,168 

4,285 
558,308 

8,187 

13.0S9 

1.594 

2, 234 

240 
1,228 

744 
4,087 
2234 

432 

986 

8,728 
139,814 

.ilere*. 
13,509 
49,750 

19.524 
38,704 
138.648 

i»,m 

2,431 

67.870 

22.111 

358,383 

7,991 
61,237 

355,213 
82,345 

3.758 
542,550 

9,212 
9,803 
1,554 
4,831 

217 
2,034 

534 
3,793 
1,816 

447 

860 

9,291 
153,556 

Aem. 
12,^6 

Winter 

47,387 
21,928 

Bwns: 

Brown 

Other 

36. 7W 

157,2(5 

Buckwheat 

20  342 

Chicory 

3,074 

clover,  red 

73,373 

Flax 

38,  i;« 

Oats 

343,030 

OoJons • 

9,70-. 
81,015 

324,992 

F«as 

Potatoes: 

Fortableu^ 

88  103 

Rye: 

Summtf 

S.lll 

Winter 

495,412 

14,7SO 
12,434 

8«ed: 

Caraway  

2,6<V 

12,217 

277 

Onion    

5,130 

234 

RaSiSi     

Rajw 

6,4)U 

Spmacli    

2,4:8 
4S4 

Tobscoo • •• 

877 

Wheat: 

4,210 
131,393 

Winter 

Total 

1,989,151 

1,982,731 

1,927,839 

Crops  Affected  by  TTnfaTorable  Weather. 

Various  circumstances  may  have  caused  this  decline.  It  must  be 
considered,  however,  that  the  figures  given  for  1916  are  only  pre- 
liminary. As  a  rule,  the  definite  figures  are  from  1  to  2  per  cent 
higher ;  but  even  taking  this  into  consideration,  the  conclusion  must 
be  made  that  the  crop  of  grain  and  potatoes  for  consumption  is  con- 
siderably smaller  than  usual,  while  the  crop  of  various  trade  prod- 
ucts and  of  sugar  beets  is  larger. 

As  a  result  of  the  cold  and  rainy  weather  the  crops  in  general  are 
backward.  With  some  of  them  a  sudden  change  for  the  better  in 
the  weather  might  do  considerable  good.  For  the  most  part,  how- 
ever, that  probability  is  gone,  and  the  crops  will  be  below  the  aver- 
age. In  the  Geldersche  Valley,  for  instance,  a  cloudburst  and  flciod 
caused  much  damage.  In  the  northwestern  part  of  Overyssel  and 
the  adjoining  parts  of  Drenthe  and  Friesland  the  grass  could  either 
^not  be  mown  at  all,  or  the  mown  grass  had  to  be  fished  out  of  the 
water. 
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Wheat,  Bye,  Bitrley,  and  Oat*. 

Wheat. — Generally  speakmg,  the  condition  of  wheat  is  a  little 
better  than  "  fairly  good ; "  it  is  "  good  "  in  Utrecht,  Friesland,  and 
North  Holland ;  between  "  fairly  good  "  and  "  good  "  in  Groningen, 
Gelderland,  and  Limburg;  "fairly  good"  in  South  Holland  and 
2iealand ;  and  about  "  fairly  good  "  in  North  Brabant. 

Rye. — The  condition  of  rye  is  also  a  little  above  "fairly  good." 
It  is  the  best  on  the  moors,  but  the  growth  will  not  be  abundant  and 
the  amount  of  straw  will  perhaps  oe  below  the  average;  the  ears, 
however,  seem  well  filled,  and  a  good  grain  crop  is  expected.  In 
Overyssel  the  rye  is  very  badly  filled  and  the  crop  will  be  disappoint- 
ing. In  several  distrid:s  the  result  of  insuificient  nitrogenous  fer- 
tilizing is  veiy  evident. 

'Winter  barley. — The  condition  of  winter  barley  is  not  at  all  satis- 
factory and  is  on  the  average  below  "  fairly  good."  In  Groningen 
there  are  many  complaints  about  rust. 

Summer  barley. — Summer  barley  looks  "  good  "  in  North  Holland 
and  "fairly  good"  in  Zealand.  In  the  other  Provinces,  where  the 
growth  of  this  product  is  not  of  importance,  the  condition  varies 
between  "  fairly  good  "  and  "  good." 

Oats. — The  average  condition  of  oats  is  "  good."  On  the  moors 
the  crop  is  even  "  very  good."  In  South  Holland  and  Zealand  it  is 
"  fairly  good,"  while  in  some  parts  of  the  Betuwe  and  South  Limburg 
it  is  not  so  good.    In  Zealand  many  tracts  have  suffered  from  rust. 

Seed  Crops — ^Flaiz,  Beans,  and  Peas.  , 

Canary  seed. — The  condition  of  the  canary-seed  crop  is  "fairly 

food  "  in  Groningen  and  "  good "  in  Friesland  and  South  Holland, 
n  the  other  Provinces  it  is  of  no  importance. 

Poppy  need. — The  condition  of  poppy  seed  is  "  fairly  good," 
although  it  varies  very  much  in  different  tracts  on  account  of  cold 
weather  and  insufficient  nitrogenous  fertilizing. 

Caraway  seed. — The  condition  of  caraway  seed  is  "  good "  in 
Groningen  and  North  Holland.  In  South  Holland  it  is  between 
"  fairly  good "  and  "  good,"  and  in  Zealand  and  North  Brabant 
"  fairly  good." 

Mustard  seed. — Generally  speaking,  the  condition  of  mustard  .seed 
is  good.  In  Groningen,  however,  it  varies  considerably  where  some 
of  the  tracts  are  really  "  bad  "  and  others  "  very  good."  In  Zealand 
much  damage  is  being  done  by  some  kind  of  beetle. 

Rapeseed. — The  condition  of  rapeseed,  which  is  not  extensively 
grown  in  the  Netherlands,  is  "  good "  and  in  some  districts  even 
"very  good." 

Ftax. — ^The  condition  of  flax  is  "good"  in  Groningen,  South 
Holland,  2iealand,  and  North  Brabant,  and  "  fairly  good  "  in  Fries- 
land. The  rain  has  done  much  damage,  and  the  quality  of  the  straw 
will  not  be  so  good. 

Brown  and  white  beans. — ^The  crop  of  brown  and  white  beans 
will  be  insufficient.  On  account  of  the  cold  and  wet  weather  they 
did  not  grow  very  well,  and  their  condition  can  hardly  be  called 
"fair." 

Peas. — ^The  condition  of  peas  varies  between  "  fair  "  and  "  fairly 
good"  in  Zealand,  "fairly  good"  in  Groningen,  and  "good"  in 
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the  other  provinces.  In  Groningen,  as  well  as  in  Zealand,  the  con- 
dition vanes  considerable.  In  Zealand  the  reason  is  presumably 
that  one  kind  of  soil  can  stand  more  rain  than  another,  while  in 
Groningen  the  bud-maggot  is  doing  much  harm. 

Potatoes  and  Beets. 

Potatoes  for  consumption, — The  prospects  for  the  potato  crop 
are  hardly  above  "  fairly  good."  In  Friesland  the  condition  is 
"good  ";  m  South  Holland,  Gelderland,  and  North  Brabant,  "  fairlv 
good " ;  in  other  provinces,  from  "  fairly  good "  to  "  good."  A 
general  complaint  prevails  about  irregular  conditions.  Froir. 
Zealand,  as  well  as  from  Friesland,  potato  disease  is  already  re- 
ported as  a  result  of  the  wet  weather.  This  disease  will  be  worsa 
than  ever  this  year  on  account  of  the  difficulties  in  importing  sprink- 
ling remedies. 

Potatoes  for  factory  use. — The  condition  of  industrial  potatoes  is 
even  woi-se  than  of  the  potatoes  for  table  use.  Generally  speaking, 
it  is  below  "  fairly  good.  On  the  moors  in  Groningen  the  condition 
is  worse  than  anywhere  else.  In  Drenthe  the  soil  suffered  so  much 
from  rain  after  the  planting  of  potatoes  that  many  of  the  seedlings 
are  rotting  away. 

Sugar  beets. — A  general  complaint  prevails  about  the  tardiness  of 
the  sugar  beets  as  a  result  of  the  unfavorable  weather.  Fine  weatlier. 
however,  will  improve  the  conditions  a  gi'cat  deal.  On  the  average 
the  condition  is  a  little  below  "  fairly  good."  It  is  "  good  "  in  Fries 
land  and  North  Holland  and  "  fairly  good "  in  Groningen,  South 
Holland,  Zealand,  and  Limburg.  In  North  Brabant  and  Gelderland 
it  is  between  "  fair  "  and  "  fairly  good."  In  Gelderland  the  tracts  on 
which  the  beets  grow  show  maiiy  weeds,  while  in  North  Brabant  the 
condition  is  very  unfavorable  in  many  places,  and  it  is  feared  that 
the  harvest  will  be  small  this  j^ear. 

Beets  for  cattle. — ^The  condition  of  fodder  beets  is  the  same  as  of 
sugar  beets.  They  are  backward,  full  of  weeds,  and  the  harvest  will 
probably  be  smaller  than  other  years  in  many  districts. 

Clover  and  Hay. 

Clover. — ^The  condition  of  red  clover  is,  in  general,  "good."  In 
Groningen  it  is  much  affected  by  stem-burn,  which  will  cause  tlic 
second  cut  to  be  very  small.  The  same  disease  is  reported  from 
Utrecht.    White  clover  and  lucerne  look  "  good." 

Clover  for  seed  purposes. — Seed  clover  is  in  good  condition  in 
North  Brabant  and  Friesland,  from  "  fair "  to  "  good  "  in  Gronin- 
gen, and  "not  very  good"  to  "fairly  good"  on  the  clay  soil  and 
"  good  "  to  "  very  good  "  on  the  sandy  soil  of  Limburg  Province. 

Grass  and  clover  hay. — Both  grass  and  clover  hay  yielded  very 
good  harvest.  The  quality,  however,  is  not  quite  so  good  on  account 
of  the  wet  weather.  In  Friesland  it  was  very  difficult  to  make  the 
abundance  of  grass  into  good  hay,  and  much  of  the  grass  was  en- 
silaged. In  the  lower  part  of  Overyssel  a  great  deal  of  hay  is 
already  lying  in  the  water,  and  the  renting  of  grassland  in  the 
lower  pastures  did  not  pay  very  well.  No  doubt  it  was  of  advan- 
tage to  the  quality  of  the  hay  that  the  heavy  rainfalls  were  accom- 
panied by  a  low  temperature. 
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AHERICAir  COHSTILAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  f  ollowmg  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venae. 

Address. 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  10 
Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  15 
Nov.    1 

Kemper,  OraluunH 

ITftz^Jtii^  Roas...... 

■  Erfurt,'  Germany 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo^  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada . . . 
St.  Gall,  Switzerland.. 

Pepartment  of  State,  Washhigton,  D.  C; 

]    Q 

Lain);,  James  Oliver 

C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Osborne,  John  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
RushvlUc,  Ind. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 
1200  Eutaw  Place,  Baltimore,  Ud. 

Uan.<ifleld,  Robert  E 

Pike,  WllUain  J 

Benry,  Fnnk  Anderson.... 

Paerto     Plata,     Do- 
minican RepubUc. 

Oct.     1 

C/o  Hallowell  &  Henry,  27  Pine  Street, 
New  York  City. 

ATJCKLAHD'S  MITNICIPAL  EIECmiC-SUPPLT  PLAST. 

IConsul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  July  18.] 

The  city  of  Auckland  owns  and  controls  an  electric-light  and  power 
plant  which  was  installed  in  1908  at  a  total  cost  of  $1,432,371,  includ- 
ing $458,745  for  machinery  and  transformers,  and  $492,173  for  new 
mains  and  services,  and  $57,254  for  meters. 

A  report  just  made  public  by  the  electrical  engineer  in  charge  to 
the  city  council  states  that  6,203,478  units  were  sold  during  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1916,  against  5,457,372  units  for  the  year  ended 
March  31, 1915.  The  income  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  was 
$270,490,  against  $248,775  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  with 
a  gross  profit  of  $164,833  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1916.  against 
$140,175  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  At  the  end  of  March, 
1916,  there  were  2,123  customers,  against  1,818  at  the  end  of  March, 
1915. 

VESSELS  ADMITTED  TO  AMEBICAIT  BEGISTBT. 

During  the  five  weeks  ended  August  26,  1916,  one  vessel,  the 
steamer  Mariana  Quezeda,  was  admitted  to  American  registry  under 
the  ship-registry  act  of  August  18,  1914.  Two  vessefa,  the  bark 
CaUao  and  the  schooner-barge  Simla,  were  admitted  recently  under 
tiie  repaired-wreck  act  of  February  24, 1915. 

Up  to  the  first  of  September,  188  vessels,  aggregating  628,644  gross 
tons,  have  been  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of 
August  18,  1914.  Seven  vessels  of  11,630  gross  tons  have  been  ad- 
mitted imder  the  act  of  February  24, 1915. 

The  Marina  Qtiezeda  was  formerly  of  Costa  Bica,  the  CaUao  of 
Peru,  and  the  Simla  was  of  British  registry.  The  Marina  Quezeda 
is  of  4,927  gross  tons,  was  built  in  1909,  is  owned  by  Edwin  C. 
Gregory,  and  its  home  port  is  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Information  in  regard  to  the  fish  bags  referred  to  in  Foreign 
Trade  Opportunity  No.  22318  was  published  in  Cohusbce  Befosts 
August  81,  1916,  page  826. 
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FOBEiaK  TBADE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaii  and  its  district  ofllf!«a.  Reqnest 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  epportmnlty  awiaber. 
The  Bavc«a  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standla; 

,   of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Electrical  machinery  and  supplies,  No.  22336. — ^The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  firm  In  Mexico  stating  that  it  ia  enga{^  in  the  importation 
of  electrical  machinery  and  appliances,  maintaining  show  rooms  and  a 
retail  store.  It  is  stated  that  the  manager  of  the  machinery  department 
is  a  graduate  of  an  American  teclmlcal  college.  The  firm  is  especially 
interested  in  switchboards,  Insnlators,  transformers,  heating  devices,  lamps, 
fixtures  of  all  kinds,  glassware,  etc.  References.  Photograplis  illus- 
trating the  firm's  display  windows  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  district  ofilces.    Refer  to  Miscellaneous  No.  146. 

Brooms,  No.  22337. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Panama  has  been  re- 
quested to  put  a  wholesale  firm  in  touch  with  American  mauufactum^ 
and  exporters  of  brooms.    Ck)rrespondence  in  E^lish. 

Cotton  fabrics.  No.  22338. — A  linn  of  commission  agents  in  Great  Britain  In- 
fonns  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  is  desirous  of  purcha.sing  a 
quantity  of  cotton  fakrlc  42  inches  wide,  to  be  cut  into  typewriter  ribbons, 
also  cotton  ribbons  suitable  for  the  same  purpose  for  direct  shipment 
to  Scandinavia.  Samples  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once. 
Reference. 

Hatches,  machinery,  etc..  No.  22338. — ^A  chamber  of  commerce  in  the  United 
States  informs  the  Bureau  that  a  Russian  merchant  wishes  to  receive 
offers  from  American  manufacturers  and  exjwrters  of  matches,  machinery, 
etc. 

General  agency.  No.  22346. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Arg^itina  writes 
that  an  agent  In  his  district  wishes  to  represent  a  New  York  City  com- 
mission house.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

Paper,  No.  22341. — A  merchant  in  England  Informs  an  American  consular  of- 
ficer that  he  wishes  to  purchase,  on  a  commission  basis,  for  export  to  tlie 
Far  East,  several  hundred  tons  of  medium  weight  wrapping  paper,  prefer- 
ably of  a  reddish  brown  or  Indian  red  color.  Samples  and  full  informa- 
tion regarding  shipping  facllitie.s,  etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once.  The  paper 
Ebould  weigh  from  100  to  300  grams  ver  square  meter.    References. 

Cottonseed  oil,  rice,  canned  goods,  barrels,  etc..  No.  22342. — ^The  purchasing 
agent  for  an  Argentine  firm,  who  is  now  in  the  United  States,  desires  to 
make  direct  purchases  of  cottonsee<l  oil;  rice;  canned  lobster,  shrimp, 
oysters,  and  salmon;  crushetl  oats;  Culifornla  evaporated  fruits;  groceries, 
etc.  He  also  wishes  to  coniiuunicute  with  manufacturers  of  wine  barrels. 
Reference. 

Quarts,  No.  22343. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  has  transmitted  21 
samples  of  Brnzilinn  quartz,  for  wliicli  n  firm  in  his  district  wislies  to  flmi 
a  market  In  the  United  States.  The  cryistnls  vary  In  weight  from  100  to 
500  grams  each.  The  price  in  Hrnzilinn  warehouse,  with  all  local  duties 
prepaid,  would  Iw  !pl.35  iK-r  kilo.  The  samples  may  l)e  In.spocted  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offli-cs.     (K«'fVr  to  file  Xo.  79173.) 

Dry  kiln.  No.  22344. — .\  business  man  in  Australia  informs  on  Auiericaa  con- 
sular officer  that  lie  wishes  to  receive  full  information  relative  to  plant 
and  system  used  In  the  dry-kiln  proco.«:s  of  seasoning  lumber. 
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KBW  Y(  BK:  Boom  409,  CostOBkoiue. 

BOSTON:  18tk  floor,  Goitomkone. 

CHICAGO:  501  Federal  Bulldiag. 

ST.  LOUIS:  «03  Third  Natloaal  Baalc  Baildim. 

iTIA!«TA:  621  Po>t  Office  BalMlaf. 

NEW  OBLEAltS:  lOSO  HIbcrolii  Bank  Balldtag. 

8AH  FBAKCISCO:  807  CistomhOBsr. 

SBATTLBi  848  Hearr  BalMtag. 

WAsaiNOTO.N  :  ooverxme.nt  pbiktixc  orncs:  i»t« 


COOPBBATirE  OFnCKS. 


CLETEUND :  Chamber  of  Coamcree. 
CINCINRATI:  Ckambtr  of  Cornmeree. 
aXCIXXATI:  C  X.  O.  *  T.  P.  Kf.  C*. 
LOS  ASGELES:  Ckambcr  •(  Oommcne. 
PHILADBIiPBIA :  Ckamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTASOOOA:  Sokth  Amerleaa  Igeit,  8M>fc- 
en  Rj.  Co. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  DAMSH  EUBABOO  LIST. 

[Cablegram  from  the  American  consul  general,  Copenhagen,  Sept.  6] 

The  Danish  Government  has  prohibited  the  exportation  of  linen 
thread  and  fabrics,  and  of  fruits  (fresh,  dried,  and  preserved). 

FABCEIrPOST  TSADE  WITH  FEBSIA. 

[Commercial  Attachi  Benry  D.  Baker,  Aug.  80.] 

In  connection  with  the  possibilities  of  parcel-post  trade  with 
Persia,  a  report  on  which  was  published  in  Commerce  Eepobts  for 
July  25,  1916,  the  American  consul  at  Bergen,  Norway,  states  that, 
according  to  an  ofScial  announcement  of  the  Norway  post  oflSce, 
Bussia  has  refused  to  accept,  after  May  15,  1916,  parcels  for  Persia 
from  neutral  countries  for  transit  through  Russia. 

TOBACCO  CSOP  OF  DOUINICAir  REFUBLIC. 

[Consul  Frank  Anderson  Ilenry,  Puerto  Plata,  Aug.  12.] 

Practically  all  the  1916  tobacco  crop  has  now  been  gathered,  and 

the_  " -     - 

there 

will  be  over  200,000  seroons  (1  sefoon=115  pounds)  or  about  three 
times  that  of  last  year.  Due  to  lack  of  shipping  facilities,  not  more 
than  30,000  seroons  have  been  exported  up  to  the  present,  nearly  all 
of  which  have  been  shipped  to  the  Netherlands  in  chartered  vessels 
at  a  freight  rate  of  about  $5  per  seroon.  Fortimately  for  the 
growers  and  merchants  this  large  crop  has  been  coincident  with  the 
Highest  prices  known  for  years.  Conditions  in  Europe,  and  com- 
petition among  buyers,  have  been  responsible  for  this.  The  country 
people  have  received  in  some  cases  $9  per  seroon.  Although  prices 
now  diow  a  tendency  to  ease  off  from  the  above  figures,  tiiey  are  still 
highly  satisfactory  in  comparison  with  former  years  when  growers 
have  often  had  to  sell  for  $2  and  $3  per  seroon. 

The  results  being  obtained  from  this  year's  tobacco  crop  can  not 
fail  to  bring  prosperity  to  a  large  part  of  this  district,  especially 
the  regions  commercially  depeniknt  upon  the  towns  of  Santiago, 
Moca,  and  La  Vega. 

S«002'-l«  913 
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EXPOBTS  OF  KUBBEK  FBOM  THE  AMAZON  DISTBIGT. 
[Consul  G«orge  H.  Pi^erdl,  P*nt,  Brasil,  Aag.  7.] 

Tlie  exports  of  crude  rubber  from  the  Amazon  district  to  tin 
United  States  for  July,  1916,  amoimtcd  to  2,910,315  pounds  as  com- 
pared with  3,446,948  pounds  during  the  same  month  last  ye»r.  The 
exports  to  Europe  increased  from  806,851  in  July.  1915,  to  1,667,760 
poimds  during  the  corresponding  period  this  year. 

The  quantities  of  crude  rubber  of  different  grades  shipped  from 
Para,  Manaos,  and  Itacoatiara,  Brazil,  and  ]^nlito8,  Pern,  to  the 
I'nited  States  and  Europe  for  the  montJi  of  Jiuy,  1916,  are  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


Ittm. 

To 
StaUs. 

To 

Knnptk 

ItOB. 

To 

Unttad 
emm. 

TO 

Bntop*. 

From  I'ara,  Btull: 

Fine 

Pcuftdt. 

816,301 

SO  218 

iS3.!i(52 

383,964 

Pounds. 

473,122 

9.179 

31.741 

248,836 

From  IlMoaUan,  Biadk 
Fin*. 

Ptmitdt. 

ModJum. 

t'oorsd.....^. ............ 

Coono.. 

C899 

«>m*ff 

« 

Tot»l 

Total 

1,573,346 

781.898 

21.92 

From  IqoltM,  Pan: 
1        Flw...... 

*           •••  • 

From  UaoMs,  Btaitl: 

Fine 

571,713 
51.120 
120,396 
sat.  321 

134.  »S 

06,12.^ 

3S,«0I 

294.940 

~5a3^ 

9.401 

1,128 

5.059 

351,529 

<kM 

M«itium  

,        Medium 

357 

1        rouse 

3,08 

Caucho........    ........ 

'        OeoelM 

3a9,3U 

1           ToUJ 

Total 

307,420 

319,131 

1 

Total  ikipmnti 

i,m,m 

3,tlO,lU 

SIAK'S  FOBEIfiH  ZBABE  FOB  FISCAL  TEAS. 

(Vice  Coaml  Carl  C.  Ilanarn,  Banskok,  Joly  18.1 

The  total  value  of  Siam's  foreign  trade  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31, 1916,  amounted  to  $67,127,346  as  compared  with  $66,644,613 
for  1914-15  and  $76,334,393  for  1913-14.  The  imports  and  exports 
by  principal  classes  for  the  three  years  were  as  follows: 


Oasaca. 

1913-14 

19I4-1> 

191i-I« 

nipotis. 
nmnrnl  nii>rr*1^*n(tbr,   , , , .                                             

*29,389,273 

714,2)1 

817,830 

1,538,388 

1,123,482 

824, 879, 2M 
003,738 

i,oa9.<M 

1,128,885 
1,398,344 

824,37,318 

AI(M>lM>lln  llnnon ... 

mim 

Opium „••...•• 

GnMlMr   ■ 

'is 

m.a 

Total      i  ».».. 

33,S»1,S7S 

29.036,583 

27,>U,S1S 

snonia. 

§ia"::":::::::::::-::::-:::v:::::::::;:::;:::::::: 

3e,us,8e7 

1,«S,2M 

3,9II.«9 

355,387 

33,m 

31,538.233 
1,888, 438 

SB,  190 
281,t04 

1.8I7,1N 

OtlMrioodi 

Beaotports 

TnaMUO ......••..« 

A3t7 

Total 

42,742,593 

87,808,098 

38,1*«» 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Siam  in- 
creased from  $1,041,893  in  1914-15  to  $1,135,888  in  1915-16,  and  the 
exports  from  Siam  to  the  ITnitod  States  during  the  respectiTe  years 
were  vuhied  nt  $2'.)2.70:;  and  $310,239. 
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AKERICAS  TIMBEE  EXPERTS  TO  STUDY  EUBOPEAN  FIELD. 

The  Bureau  of  Forei^  and  Domestic  Conunerce  and  the  Lumber 
Manufacturers'  Association  have  completed  arrangements  for  a  joint 
study  of  the  markets  in  Europe  for  the  sale  of  American  lumber. 
Four  or  five  men  are  to  be  employed  on  this  work,  and  they  are  to  be 
selected  from  among  the  persons  who  successfully  pass  an  examina- 
tion to  be  given  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  coimtry  on  Sep- 
tember 22. 

Applicants  for  positions  must  be  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
must  be  available  for  two  years'  service.  The  first  subject  of  the 
examination  will  be  practical  questions,  covering  forestry,  or  timber 
production;  manufacture  of  forest  products,  and  marketing  of  forest 
products.  For  the  second  subject  a  thesis  on  investigation  methods 
will  be  required.  Foreign  languages  will  be  the  third  subject  and  the 
competitors  will  be  required  to  translate  a  passage  from  one  at  least 
of  the  following  languages:  French,  German,  Italian,  Dano-Nor- 
wegian,  Swedish,  Spanish,  or  Eussian.  Education  and  experience 
will  be  considered  in  making  the  selection. 

Ability  to  write  good  English  is  an  essential  qualification  and  will 
be  judged  on  the  basis  of  the  written  examination  papers.  Good 
address  and  appearance  will  also  be  considered,  as  will  ability  to 
address  public  gatherings.  Candidates  who  successfully  pass"  the 
written  examination  may  be  required  to  appear  before  an  oral  ex- 
amining board  at  Washington. 

Applications  to  take  this  examination  should  be  made  at  once 
direct  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  at  Wash- 
ington, and  should  contain  a  complete  statement  of  the  applicant's 
education  and  particularly  his  experience  in  the  fundamental  sub- 
jects of  the  examination. 

The  experts  chosen  are  to  he  employed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  although  the  larger  part  of  the  fund  re- 
quired will  be  furnished  by  the  lumber  association.  Salaries  not  to 
exceed  $10  a  day  will  be  offered,  and  in  additioh  all  transportation 
expenses  will  be  paid,  and  $4  a  day  will  be  allowed  for  subsistence 
expenses. 

ADDBESSINO  COMUUNICATIONS  TO  COMHEBCIAL  ATTACHES. 

Publishers  of  trade  journals,  as  well  as  manufacturers  desiring  to 
send  their  catalogues  to  the  offices  of  the  American  commercial  at- 
taches, are  requested  to  address  them  as  follows : 

Commercial  Attach^,  American  Embassy,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina;  Commer- 
cial Attache,  American  Legation,  Tlie  Hague,  Nettierlands ;  American  Com- 
mercial Attache,  Apartado  969,  Lima,  Peru;  American  Commercial  Attache, 
403  Imperial  House,  Kingsway,  W.  C,  London,  England;  Commercial  Attache, 
American  Consulate,  Melbourne,  Australia;  American  Commercial  Attache, 
36  Avenue  de  I'Opera,  Paris,  Fronce;  Commercial  Attache,  American  Lega- 
tion, Peking,  China;  Commercial  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Petrograd,  Rus- 
sia; American  Commercial  Attache,  Gulnle  Building,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil; 
Commercial  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Santiago,  Chile. 

To  the  above  addresses  should  be  added  the  words  "Through 
State  Department  Pouch,"  and  full  foreign  postage  should  be  pre- 
paid in  each  instance. 
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FABM-mPLEMEST  XABXET  DT  SOUTH  DnXIA. 

[Consul  Laden  Memmlnger,  Uadras,  Jalj  IB.] 

The  Director  of  Agriculture  of  the  Madras  Presidency  states  tHsL 
although  very  little  progress  has  been  made  in  extending;  the  use  of 
modem  agricultural  implements  among  the  people  ot  peninsular 
India,  the  outlook  is  promising,  and  he  believes  Uiat  simple,  li^t, 
and  caeap  implements  of  a  character  described  in  a  bulletin  recently 
issued  by  the  Madras  Department  of  Agriculture  will  be  widely  used 
in  the  future.  The  plows  described  in  we  leaflet  are  not  in  ordinary 
use  in  the  Presidency,  but  are  rec(»umended  for  use  after  trial  by 
the  agricultural  autiiorities. 

Looal  AgenelM  aad  Study  of  Condlttoni  Xeeoameaded. 

If  modem  implements  are  to  be  more  largely  introduced  in  tiua 
country,  the  Director  of  Agriculture  states,  much  missionary  work 
will  be  required.  It  is  essential  tiiat  any  firm  wishing  to  push  its 
wares  should  establish  local  agencies  here  and  study  local  condi- 
tions. The  American  consulate  is  informed  that  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  always  willing  to  give  trials  on  (jk>vemment  farms 
for  any  implements  which  appear  suitable,  and  also  to  give  advice. 
Power  plowing  is  in  the  experimental  stage  in  South  India,  but  some 
trials  have  been  made  by  the  Director  of  Industries.  There  is  an 
opening  for  economical  power-plowing  implements  oa  the  black 
cotton-soil  areas  for  the  eradication  of  hariali  gras&  The  plow 
should  go  one  foot  deep,  and  the  operation  should  not  cost  more  than 
5  rupees  ($1.62)  to  6  rupees  ($1.95)  an  acre,  if  it  is  to  comp^ 
successfully  with  hand  labor. 

At  present  the  vast  bulk  of  plows  in  South  India  consists  of 
wooden  plows  which  cost  about  1  rupee  ($0.82)  each.  Official  statis- 
tics give  the  number  of  plows  in  the  Madras  Presidency  in  July, 
1915,  as  4,288,884,  but  practically  all  of  these  are  the  wooden  imple- 
ments manufactured  in  the  coimtry.  Undoubtedly,  however,  there 
has  been  a  tendency  toward  increased  use  of  modern  implements, 
largely  through  the  efforts  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  which 
for  years  has  been  conducting  a  campaign  of  education.  Freight 
difficulties  and  uncertainty  of  supply  alone  caused  a  decrease  in  im- 
ports during  the  past  year. 
Imports  of  Inplement*  from  Wmtlgn  Coaatilet. 

According  to  customhouse  statistics  the  value  of  agricultural  im- 
plements imported  into  the  Madras  Presidency  by  sea  from  forei^ 
countries  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  81,  1911-12  was  $49,159;  m 
1912-13,  $85,907;  in  1918-14,  $97,019;  in  1914-15,  $60,846;  in 
1915-16,  $58,898.  Many  of  these  agricnltural  implements  were  hoes, 
rakes,  etc.     The  proportion  of  plows  is  not  stated  in  the  statistics. 

One  or  two  local  machine  shops  have  undertaken  recently  to  manu- 
facture some  plows  for  the  local  trade  but  the  industry  has  not  yet 
acquired  a  place  of  importance.  The  establishments  are  small  and 
would  have  difficulty,  it  is  believed,  in  obtaining  sufficient  materials 
and  in  selling  cheaply  enough  to  compete  with  plows  introduced  on 
a  large  scale  by  large  foreign  firms. 

In  the  customs  statistics  for  1913-14  the  value  of  imports  of  agri- 
cultural machinery  (as  distinguished  from  agricultural  implements) 
is  stated  as  $38,717;  in  1914-15  it  was  $1,947:  and  in  1916-16  $649. 
American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  implements  who  desire  to 
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obtain  detailed  information  concerning  the  character  of  the  soil  in 
the  Madras  Presidency,  and  an  extensive  review  of  the  crops  and 
methods  of  cultivation  should  write  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
Government  Press,  Madras,  India,  requesting  a  copy  of  the  annual 
report  entitled  "Operations  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Madras  Presidency,  for  the  Official  Year  1915-16."  As  the  agri- 
cultural year  ends  on  June  30,  this  report  will  probably  be  issued  at 
an  early  date.  The  edition  for  1914-15  is  now  exhausted.  The  price 
of  the  report  is  3  annas  ($0.06),  in  addition  to  which  $0.08  should 
be  sent  for  postage. 

InfoTmation  Concerning  Crops  and  Soils. 

Information  concerning  the  crops  and  soils  in  the  Native  States 
in  South  India  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Director  of 
Agriculture,  Bangalore,  Mysore,  India ;  the  Director  of  Agriculture, 
Trivandrum,  Travancore,  India;  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture, 
Hyderabad,  Deccan,  In<Ua.  The  area  of  the  Madras  Presidency 
is  139,698  square  miles.  The  total  crop  area  in  1914-15  was 
39,000,000  acres.  The  principal  crops  in  that  year  were:  Paddy, 
10,875,754  acres;  cholam,  5,101,660  acres;  ragi,  2,432,370  acres;  cotton, 
2,087,442  acres;  sesame  seed,  861,062  acres;  peanuts,  1,866,360  acres; 
tobacco,  227,182  acres;  and  sugar  cane,  74,463  acres. 

[A  copy  of  the  bnlletin  on  agricultural  Implements  Issued  by  the  Madras  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  A  list  of  firms  in  South 
India  likely  to  be  interested  in  the  agency  for  such  implements,  including 
addresses  of  several  New  York  or  London  offices,  may  be  obtained  from  the  some 
offices.  Refer  In  each  case  to  file  No.  79696.  Articles  on  the  use  of  agricultural 
Implements  in  India  were  published  in  Comuebce  Repobts  for  Aug.  5,  1915,  and 
Apr.  7,  1916.] 

INCBEASED  DEtfANl}  CAUSES  CAITADIAN  ICE  SHORTAGE. 

[Consul  O.  B.  Taggart,  Cornwall,  Ontario,  Aug.  25.] 

The  prolonged  hot  spell  in  this  part  of  Canada  is  reported  to  have 
caused  a  serious  shortage  of  ice. 

There  are  no  ice  plants  here,  because  there  is  usually  a  large 
amount  of  the  finest  quality  of  ice  available  every  winter  from  the 
Cornwall  Canal.  This  normal  supply  was  put  away  for  use  this  sum- 
mer, but  the  unusual  demand  has  drawn  so  heavily  upon  it  that  there 
is  now  danger,  of  its  being  exhausted  before  the  end  of  the  season.  It 
is  said  that  this  shortage  is  general  all  over  Canada. 

The  manager  of  one  company  states  that  he  has  had  repeated 
offers  recently,  particularly  from  steamboat  traffic  men,  for  tons  of 
ice  at  25  cents  a  hundred,  but  that  he  doesn't  intend  to  raise  his  prices 
to  the  local  trade. 

Before  the  war  ice  was  admitted  to  Canada  free,  but  there  is  now 
a  war  tax  of  7^  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Tlie  usual  summer  prices  of 
ice,  delivered  hereabouts  by  a  Cornwall  company,  are :  Per  season  of 
five  months  to  consumers,  $7  for  daily  pieces  weighing  between  17 
and  20  pounds;  $9  for  daily  pieces  weighing  between  25  and  30 
pounds ;  or  $1.50  a  month  for  daily  deliveries  of  15  to  20  pounds. 

Prices  per  hundred  are:  For  irregular  purchases,  40  cents;  20  cents 
for  regular  deliveries  below  500  pounds;  15  cents  for  regular  de- 
liveries above  500  pounds  up  to  1,000  pounds;  and  12J  cents  for 
regular  deliveries  of  1,000  pounds  or  more. 
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PBOWERZTT  DT  MOEWAX. 

[Consul  Genoral  E.  Haldcmao  Dennlsoo,  ChrMUala,  Aitg.  4.1 

A  new  chemical  industry  is  to  be  established  in  FredrikBtad,  Nor- 
way, where  the  municipal  authorities  have  agreed  to  seU  a  conader- 
able  area  of  land  to  a  Norwegian  company  with  a  capital  of  3,000^000 
crowns  ($804,000).  The  purchasing  company,  which  intends  to 
erect  big  chemical  works  and  construct  a  quay,  has  also  secured  an 
option  on  some  adjoining  land  in  case  it  should  be  required  by  the 
development  of  the  business.  The  works  will  derive  its  electric 
power  from  the  Hafslund,  and  the  mechanical  equipment  it  is  said 
will  insure  a  great  economy  in  labor. 

A  newly  formed  company,  named  A/S  Norsk  Staaltaog&forik, 
with  a  capital  of  350,000  crowns  ($93,800),  will  build  a  sboA  wire-rope 
factory  at  Trondhjem.   It  will  ba  the  6rst  of  its  kind  in  Norway. 

Shipplac  Boom    fitortage  at  Baw  Kateriali. 

The  shipping  business  in  Noorway  is  still  increasing  with  great 
rapidity,  and  new  shipping  oompwueB  axe  being  formed  daily. 
Through  the  rise  in  fdiipping  frei^ilB  and  ^p  values,  the  oooutiy 
has  gamed  a  sum  said  to  be  equal  to  one-sizldi  of  its  national  wealth. 
For  the  month  of  June  Christiaxda's  ooaitribuiion  to  the  Norwegiaa 
tonnage  tax  amounted  to  555,000  crowns  ($148,000),  and  for  the  usrt 
six  montiis  of  the  current  year  to  2^0,000  crowns  (^&03,i000).  While 
Christiania  is  the  diief  port  of  Norway,  Bergen  is  a  f^brcng  oou- 
petitor,  for  its  contribution  to  the  tonnage  tax  for  the  first  half  of 
1916  amounted  to  no  less  than  2,239,942  crowns  ($600,304). 

The  scarcity  of  raw  materials,  owing  to  the  blodcade  of  the  North 
Sea,  is  the  one  drawback  to  the  rapid  expansion  of  Norwegian  in- 
dustries. Shipbuilding  yards  in  particular  have  been  handicapped 
at  a  time  when  there  is  imperative  need  of  new  t(«nage,  although  for 
every  100  head  of  popnlaticm  Norway  owns  104  n^  tons  of  com- 
mercial ^pping,  a^inst  42  tons  per  100  in  Great  Britain.  Perinps 
no  neutral  country  has  derived  so  much  advantage  fr(«n  the  abonmai 
situation  brought  about  in  the  dupfHBg  wor^  by  reason  of  its  la^ge 
mercantile  maiine.  Duiiitg  the  last  months  of  1914  Norw^ian  ^dp- 
owners  had  made  laiga  profits,  but  the  swift  upmrd  tzend  of  freight 
r»tea  in  1915  brought  such  a  harvest  to  them  as  they  had  never  known 
before.  Ckily  a  ttw  voyages  sufficed  to  brin^  in  net  proSis  which 
largely  exceeded  the  whole  capital  of  the  ocnapany  ooneemed. 

Vse  of  Wood  for  Fnel  Prohibited— Tbe  Timber  Trade. 

Only  steamers  plying  on  the  lakes  and  inland  waterways  of  Nor- 
way are  now  allowed  to  use  wood  for  fuel.  The  use  of  wood  had 
been  lar^y  resorted  to  owing  to  the  difficulties  connected  with  ooal 
importation;  but,  as  the  destruction  of  timber  threatened  to  be 
senous,  a  law  has  been  passed  prohilnting  the  burning  of  wood  by 
seagoing  vessels. 

Tliere  is  a  considerable  lull  at  present  in  the  Norwegian  timber 
trade,  but  shippers  during  last  winter  had  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
seasons  in  the  history  oi  the  industry.  There  was  a  lai^  demand 
for  tlieir  products  and  tliey  were  able  to  di^ose  of  everything,  no 
matter  how  inferior  in  quality,  at  high  prices.    Since  ihe  Baltic  has 
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opened,  however,  enabling  British  importei*s  to  secure  as  much  as 
tney  require  of  good  square  wood,  and  also  supplies  of  flooring,  the 
Norwegian  sellers,  although  reducnig  their  prices  considerably,  have 
been  unable  to  compete  with  the  Swedish  exporters.  There  has  been 
a  drop  in  Baltic  freights  t6  something  approaching  the  Norwegian 
figures  and  the  two  countries  are  now  more  on  a  par ;  but  so  long  as 
the  Baltic  remains  open  Sweden  will  be  able  to  take  most  of  the 
foreign  business.  ^, 

Importatioits  and  Customs  Duties. 

Reports  from  all  parts  of  Norway  show  that  the  customs  duties  for 
July,  191C,  amounted  to  $2,350,000,  compared  with  $1,701,000  for 
July,  1915,  and  $2,028,000  for  1914.  This  good  showing  of  customs 
revenue  may  be  taken  as  proof  that,  notwithstanding  all  difficulties, 
the  imports  may  be  supposed  to  cover  the  requirements  of  the  coun- 
try. Li  the  first  7  months  of  1916  the  customs  revenue  amounted 
to  $10,900,000,  against  $9,800,000  for  the  same  period  in  1915< 
Although  there  have  been  difficulties  connected  with  imports  in  some, 
lines,  the  situation  in  most  lines  is  relatively  good.  The  increase  in 
import  duties  is  caused  mainly  by  the  building  up  of  reserves  of  stock 
in  all  branches  where  it  is  possible  to  do  so;  but  it  is  also  to  some 
extent  caused  by  an  increased  demand  for  luxuries.  Especially, 
noticeable  is  the  increase  in  imports  of  champagne  and  wines,  where 
the  gain  in  duties  at  Christiania  alone  for  the  seven  months 
amounted  to  $80,000.  The  receipts  of  automobiles  also  increased,  thei 
imports  at  Christiania  for  April  to  June,  1916,  amounting  to 
$350,000,  against  $115,000  for  the  same  period  last  year.  Practically, 
all  cars  are  now  imported  from  the  United  States.  Imports  ot 
cotton  and  woolen  goods  for  May  and  June,  1916,  amounted  toi 
130,000  kilos,  while  last  year  for  the  same  period  the  quantit;!^  was 
40,000  kilos;  these  goods,  which  formerly  came  from  the  Continent, 
come  now  from  British  ports. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  supplies  from  abroad  are  not  confined  to 
any  particular  line  of  goods;  conditions  seem  to  change  from  one  line 
to  another,  but  taken  all  in  all  importers  as  a  rule  have  been  able 
to  get  the  goods  required  for  domestic  consumption  as  well  as  suffi- 
cient food  supplies  for  the  population.  , 


WOKE  ON  HIGEWATS  HT  COLOMBIA. 

The  Colombian  Government  has  decreed  that  work  on  the  new 
northern  highway  from  Bogota  to  Cucuta  is  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Departmental  Governments  of  Cundinamarca,  Boyaca,  and  Santan- 
der.  A  commission  of  engineers  appointed  by  the  National  Govern- 
ment will  complete  surveys  for  the  highway,  and  will  give  instruc- 
tions to  the  local  engineers  in  charge  of  the  work  in  each  department. 
On  completion  of  the  principal  road  from  Bogota  to  Cucuta,  a  branch 
road  will  be  built  to  Bucaramanga,  according  to  the  decree  in  the 
Diario  Oficial.  Another  decree  provides  that  prisoners  in  the  State 
penitentiaries  shall  work  on  the  construction  of  a  highway  from 
Alban  to  the  river  Magdalenn.  The  scarcity  of  rnilw.nj.s'jn  Colombia 
makes  these  highways  of  great  value  in  transportation. 
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SOUTH  A¥ERTf>ATi  fflEABES  AS  IHVE8TKEIT8. 

(Special  Agent  Frederic  U.  Halaer,  Londran,  England,  Aiv.  9.} 

Tiie  securities  described  in  this  report  are  practically  unknown  ia 
the  United  States,  but  in  England — where  they  are  listed  (»i  the 
London  Exchange — under  ordinary  circumstances  they  enjoy  good 
markets. 

The  Central  Uruguay  Railicay  of  Montevideo — ordiaanf  stock. — 
The  railway  under  discussion  is  about  1,000  miles  in  length,  including 
several  so-called  extensions,  and  is  the  principal  commercial  highway 
in  the  Bepublic  of  Unignay.  In  normal  times,  this  syston  earns  about 
$6,000,000  gross  per  annum  ($6,050,000  in  1912-13;  $5,400,000  in 
1913-14).  In  1914-15,  owing  to  the  war,  gross  receipts  drof^ped  to 
approximately  $4,600,000,  and  in  1915-16  the  total  was  (mly 
$4,700,000.  The  smallness  of  &e  increase  was  due  to  the  scarcity 
of  steamers  to  handle  exports.  There  has  been  much  talk  of  opposi- 
tion lines  being  built  by  the  Uruguayan  CrOTemment,  and  this  has 
tjt  times  had  a  slightly  depresBing  effect  aa.  the  stodc.  Another  view 
is  that  projected  Government  lines  will  not  be  built,  exc^t  in  local 
tamtones,  for  sofob  years. 

There  is  £2,000,000  ($9,733,000)  wwth  of  "Central''  cnrdinary 
stock  outstandW  ftt  tlw  present  time.  In  former  years  very  sxh- 
stantial  dividend  were  paid — 64  per  cent  in  1918.  Since  the  war 
began  dividends  on  this  class  of  stodc  have  been  sa^ended.  This 
stock  sold  at  114  during  1912  and  at  106|  during  1913.  At  the  closans 
of  the  London  Stock  Exchange  on  July  27, 1914,  the  price  was  80  and 
the  present  price  is  52,  whi<£  is  almost  ^e  low  record  far  the  year. 

Baihrays  f^rm  Fart  of  Perarian  Corporatioit't  Asseti. 

Peruvian  Corpora^on  wefereiux  sAares. — These  shares  are  mi»e 
or  leas  speculative.  The  Femvian  Corporation  was  formed  in  1890 
in  the  interest  of  the  holders  of  the  £51,423^90  ($250,250,950)  bonds 
of  the  Eepublic  of  Peru,  ^e  Bepablic  having  defaulted  on  these 
obligations  principally  on  account  of  the  war  with  Chile,  which  war 
cost  Peru  its  vast  nitrate  deposits.  Hie  Peruvian  Corporation  to^ 
over,  among  other  assets,  and  agreed  to  complete  the  construction 
of  a  number  of  railway  lines  and  was  granted  the  right  of  free 
navigation  on  Lake  Titicaca.  The  Government  also  turned  over 
to  the  corporation  3,000,000  tons  of  guano  and  agreed  to  pay  the 
sum  of  £80,000  ($389,320)  per  annnm  to  the  corporation  imtil  the 
year  1923.  The  annuities  are  secured  by  the  custom  receipts  of  the 
port  of  Callao.  Since  the  war  payments  of  portions  of  ttus  amuufy 
have  been  deferred. 

Among  the  railway  lines  under  the  corporation's  control  are  the 
Oroya;  or  Peruvian  Central  Bailway,  the  ni^best  Ime  in  tba  wotid. 
This  Ime  reaches  the  altitude  of  15,865  feet  and  handles  most  of  the 
output  of  the  Cerro  de  Pasco  and  other  mining  pnn«rtie8  located 
cm  the  Andean  Plateau.  The  Peruvian '  Souwcni  Bailway,  Hao 
owned,  is  an  important  line  extending  from  the  Pacific  port  oi  Mol- 
lendo,  via  Arequipa  to  Cuzco  and  Lake  Titicaca.  This  railway 
reaches  an  altitude  of  about  14y300  feet  and  handles  a  cosieiderable 
international  freight  and  passenger  traflSc  with  Bolivia.  Otb«r 
smaller  lines  are  owned,  some  of  which  are  capable  of  further  de- 
velopment. 
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C«pttaH«tl«n  and  DlTideadt  of  rtmwita.  Cvrporatioa. 

Ute  present  capitalization  of  the  Peruvian  Corporation  consists 
of  approximately  £4,900,000  ($23,845,850)  of  an  original  issue  of 
£6,000,000  (;$29,199,000)  mortgage  sinking-fund  bonds,  on  which  in- 
terest is  ^id  ftt  the  rate  of  4  to  6  per  cent  in  accordance  with  yearly 
profits;  £7,500,000  ($36,498,750),  4  per  cent  cumulative  preference 
sharos,  and  £9,000,000  ($43,798,500)  ordinary  shares. 

Dividends  at  the  rate  of  2^  per  cent  per  annum  were  paid  on  the 

§  reference  ^ares  during  the  years  1911  to  1914,  inclusive.  In  1915 
le  corporation's  earnings  were  so  greatly  reduced  that  only  one- 
fourth  of  1  per  cent  was  paid.  The  gross  revenues  from  the  opera- 
iaon  of  railways  and  steamers  for  the  year  1914-15  was  only  8,304,769 
Peruvian  soles  ($4,041,515),  as  compared  with  12,336,249  soles 
($6,003,435)  in  1913-14.  Likewise  net  receipts  declined  from  4,516,- 
111  soles  ($2,197,765)  to  2,634,816  soles  ($1^82,230).  Gross  receipts 
for  1915-16  were  9,763,497  soles  ($4,751,400).  There  was  probably  a 
corresponding  recovery  in  net  receipts. 

To  the  present  date  there  is  approximately  80  per  cent  in  back 
dividends  due  and  unpaid  on  the  preference  shares.  Tliese  prefer- 
ence shares,  which  have  been  fairly  active  of  late,  owing  to  rumored 
American  buying,  are  quoted  at  24,  as  compared  with  32J  at  the 
dosing  of  the  London  markets  (July  27, 1914) ,  and  with  54J  during 
the  year  1913.  The  ordinary  shares  are  not  likely  to  obtain  any  divi- 
dends for  many  years  to  come.  They  sell  at  about  4^,  and  are  of 
value  only  because  they  carry  the  controlling  interest  in  the  cor- 
poration. 
Lack  of  Ships  Affects  EAmiugs  of  BrazUlas  Sailway. 

Great  Western  of  Brazil  Bailway — Ordinary  shares. — Prior  to  the 
war  this  railway  enjoyed  considerable  prosperity.  The  line,  with  its 
nmnerous  branches,  consists  of  about  1,010  miles  of  main  track,  the 
C5ity  of  Pernambuco  being  ttie  principal  operating  base.  Gross  re- 
ceipts for  the  year  1913  reached  the  total  of  £749,000  ($3,645,000) ; 
in  1914  the  total  fell  oflF  to  £641,000  ($3,119,425),  and  in  1915  there 
was  a  further  decline  to  £515,000  ($2,506,250).  The  scarcity  of 
ships  and  the  continued  low  rate  of  exchange  have  prevented  any 
increase  over  the  1915  figures,  and  it  will  likely  be  several  months 
before  any  real  improvement  in  conditicMis  is  to  be  looked  for. 

Dividends  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  were  paid  on  the  preference 
and  ordinary  ^ares  for  many  years  prior  to  1914.  The  ordinary 
dividend  was  passed  in  1914,  and  in  1915  the  preference  dividend 
was  likewise  passed.  There  is  outstanding  at  the  present  time 
£306,250  ($1,490,366)  permanent  6  per  cent  debenture  stock; 
£1,631,400  ($7,939,200)  4  per  cent  debentures,  £1,000,000  ($4,866,500) 
preferenqe  shares,  and  £1,250,000  ($6,083,125)  ordinary  shares.  The 
4  per  cent  debentures  sold  at  88J  during  1913.  As  of  July  27,  1914, 
ikke  price  was  82,  and  the  present  price  is  69|.  The  6  per  cent  deben- 
ture stock  has  declined  in  price  from  133  to  lOlJ;  the  preference 
shares,  from  £12  par  £10  share  in  1913,  and  £10^  July  17, 1914,  to  £7|. 
Hie  ordinary  shares,  par  £10,  which  sold  at  £11  in  1913.  and  £S\  on 
July  27, 1914,  have  sold  down  to  the  present  low  figure  of  £53. 

LeopoUiaa  Xailvay  Owaed  by  British  Capital. 

Leopoldina  Railway,  Brazil — Ortliiuiry  shm-cs. — The  r.<»oi>oldina 
Railway  operates  approximati'ly  \M'-\0  iiiiics  of  rnilvva\  v.  Iio'.l.v  located 
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in  the  Kepublic  of  Brazil.  Its  terminus  is  at  Bio  de  Janeiro,  from 
which  point  it  extends  northward  and  northwestward  into  the  hi^ier 
country.  The  railway  was  originally  buUt  by  Brazilians,  but  in 
later  yeai*s  was  purchased  by  a  Britisn  company  and  reorganized. 

The  company  Tias  regularly  paid  dividends  on  its  ordinary  shares 
since  1899,  and  in  only  one  of  the  years  between  1901  and  1914  was 
the  rate  less  than  3  per  cent  per  annum.  The  maximum  rate  was  4^ 
per  cent,  paid  in  1907,  and  during  1913  and  1914  4^  per  cent  was 
paid.  In  1915,  owing  to  the  general  demoralization  brought  about  by 
the  war  in  Europe,  the  rate  paid  was  only  1  per  cent,  and  it  will 
probably  be  some  time,  accordmg  to  current  opinion,  before  buaness 
will  show  a  sufficient  substantial  increase  to  warrant  any  increase  b 
the  rate. 

The  present  capitalization  consists  of  £1,000,000  ($4,866,500)  5  per 
cent  debentures,  approximately  £4,500,000  ($21,899,250)  4  per  cent 
debenture  stock,  £2,850,000  ($13,869,525)  5J  per  cent  preference 
shares,  and  £5,690,650  ($27,693,550)  ordinary  shares.  The  com- 
pany's gross  earnings  for  1913  exceeded  $9,000,000 ;  during  1914  the 
total  dropped  to  approximately  $7,500,000,  and  during  1915  there 
was  a  further  decrease  to  $7,300,000.  No  increase  has  as  3-et  heea 
i-ecorded. 

The  5  per  cent  debentures  closed  at  par  (100)  on  Jxdy  27,  1914, 
which  as  previously  stated  was  the  date  of  ihe  closing  of  the  London 
Stock  Exchange.  The  present  price  is  90^.  The  4  per  cent  deben- 
tures sold  at  9^  during  1913,  closed  at  86  July  27, 1914,  and  are  now 
selling  at  72J.  The  preference  shares,  par  £10,  have  declined  from 
11  to  8 J,  while  the  ordinary  shares,  which  sold  at  77^  during  191.S 
and  at  49  at  the  closing  of  the  Exchange,  are  now  at  38. 

London  Willing  to  S«U  Latin  American  Seonritles. 

Substantial  blocks  of  the  stocks  discussed  above  coidd  readily  be 
purchased  without  greatly  disturbing  market  conditions.  Lcmdon  is 
n  seller's  market  just  now,  and  there  are  numerous  large  interests, 
such  as  insurance  companies  and  banks,  that  would  dispose  of  their 
lioldings  of  Latin  American  securities. 


AMESICAN  COHSITLAS  GFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  peisonal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  exc^ 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Kama. 


Jew«lI,JolmF 

Kemper,  Graham  H 

Hazdtlna,  lUns 

Lains,  James  Oliver 

Leonard,  Walter  A 

Osborne,  John  Ball 

Mansfield,  Robert  E 

Ptte.WilltoinJ 

Armxtrons,  John  8 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson.. 


Post. 


Cbetoo,  China 

Erfurt,  Germany 

Fort  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada  ■ . . 
St.  aall,8witxerland.. 

Bristol,  England 

Puerto     Plata,     Do- 
minican Republic. 


BxDte- 
tlonot 


Oct.     1 

Sept.  10 
Oct.  1 
S^t.  30 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  31 
Sept.  15 
Nov.    1 


Oct     1 


Address. 


Oalen«,IIL 

Department  of  State,  Washingten,  D.  C 

C/o  University  Clob,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Essex,  loiTB. 

Dqwitment  ot  SUte,  Wasbittgtco,  D.  a 
RoshviOe,  Ind. 

Depoitment  of  State,  WaAIactai,  D.  C. 
UDDEotaw  Plaee,Baltimoi^l(d.__. 
C/o  BallowellAHenrf,  r  Fine  StiMt. 
New  Yortc  city. 
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AOnvniES  OF  FSOSPSROUS  JAPAN. 

[Consul  Geaenl  Gcorse  H.  SeUaore,  Tokohama,  Ang.  5.] 
The  Japan  Advertiser  summames  the  promising  commercial  and 
industriajr  conditions  here.  It  declares  that  Japan  is  probably  the 
most  proqwroos  country  in  the  world  at  present.  "Its  mimitions 
trade,  says  the  newspaper,  "compared  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  is  small  in  total  volume,  but  Japan  is  making  new  records 
in  alnrast  every  brandi  of  trade.  Financially,  Japan  was  never  such 
a  power  in  the  world  before.  It  has  redeemed  large  quantities  of 
the  bonds  which  it  floated  in  the  London  and  Paris  markets  during 
the  Riffisian  war,  and  is  preparing  to  invest  ten  millions  sterling  in 
Britidi  exchequer  bills  in  the  United  States,  in  order  to  assist  its 
ally  in  the  matter  of  the  American  exchange,  and  incidentally  to 
obtain  the  5  or  perhaps  6  per  cent  which  England  will  pay  in  place 
of  the  IJ  per  cent  interest  allowed  by  the  Federal  banks.  Continu- 
ing, the  newspaper  says: 

Money  has  not  been  so  cheap  and  abundant  in  Tokyo  during  Its  history,  and 
tl»e  effect  Is  seen  In  the  p«:«lstent  activity  and  high  prices  prevailing  on  the 
T«*yo  Stodi  Exchange.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  a  considerable  loan 
to  Russia.  The  newspapers  are  talking  of  a  loan  to  China.  Barely  two  years 
ago  the  qnestioa  of  the  honr  was  whether  or  not  the  Government  sfaonld  go 
to  tlie  foreign  money  lenders  for  advances  to  equalise  the  budget.  Japan, 
from  belag  a  borrowing,  baa  become  a  lending  country,  and  though  the  condi- 
tion Is  temporary  It  furnishes  a  striking  niuetratloa  of  the  booming  prosperity 
wliidi  tbe  war  has  liroTi£^t  to  the  Japanese  Empire. 

Oreat  PrMyerity  ia  SUpf  lag  and  Cotton  Spianlng. 

The  principal  shippli^  companies  are  piling  up  reserves,  increasing  their 
fleets,  and  bringing  into  being  a  shipbuilding  Industry.  A  great  part  of  their 
profits  is  going  into  capital,  while  the  Government  subsidies  stabilize  their 
dividends  as  before.  Cotton  apinnlng,  the  cMef  of  Japan's  industries,  Is  in  a 
similar  condition.  Business  is  on  record  levels  and  prices  have  gone  rocketing 
tip,  while  the  wages  of  tbe  operatives  are  stationary  at  almost  the  lowest  mark 
1b  tbe  world,  and  tiielr  efficiency  !s  increasing.  The  Increase  of  spindles  Is 
greater  relatlvdy  than  tbe  Increase  of  employees. 

Anotber  featnre  of  tlM  present  indnstrial  conditions  la  the  nomber  of  new 
Industries  which  have  come  into  existence  through  the  cessation  of  some 
European  imports.  A  recent  investigation  by  tbe  Department  of  Commerce 
and  Agriculture  shows  nine  industries  that  are  either  entirely  new  or  have 
had  their  prospects  assured  as  a  result  of  tbe  war.  These  include :  DyestufCa — 
aniline,  aniline  salt,  and  black  dyes,  especially  sulphur  black;  chemicals — 
sobnitrate  of  blsmutb,  salicylic  acid,  antipyrin,  calcium  acetate,  and  formalin ; 
^assware,  celluloid,  paper,  palp,  yellow  phosphorous,  and  potassium  chloride. 

Tbe  oottoa  trade  is  fcH^ng  abead.  Not  only  are  tlie  sales  to  China  In- 
creasing, but  Japanese  goods  have  found  th^r  way  to  Indian  and  Pacific 
markets  where  British  and  German  goods  formerly  held  the  field.  Great 
iBaproTemeutfl  are  beisg  effected  in  quality.  A  Dutch  official  from  Java  re- 
cently stated  (hat  be  bad  beea  idiown  goods  in  Osaka  whidi  were  not  to  be 
flIslliiJLiilHliKl  teom  tiK  finest  prodncts  of  Manchester.  In  10  years  ttie  ex- 
ports to  China  Itave  more  than  doubled,  those  to  Honglu>ng  have  quintupled, 
and  those  to  India  have  multiplied  by  20.  Compared  with  the  gigantic  fi^ires 
of  Lancashire,  Japan's  cotton  industry  Is  still  small,  but  the  tendency  is  worth 
noticing. 

PBIVOBSD  BEW  ROTTERDAX-VEW  YOSE  imS. 

ICsmsaeccial  AttacbS  £rwin  Thompsoii,  Tbe  Hague,  NetbeilaDds,  Aog.  9.] 

It  s  reported  tiiat  a  new  steam^ip  line  is  to  be  operated  between 
Botterdam  and  New  York.  It  is  said  that  the  Greek  ship  Macedonia 
has  been  purdiased  for  this  service  and  that  all  formalities  of  the 
Netherlands  Overseas  Trust  will  be  complied  with. 
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IMPORTS  IHTO  SWANSEA  FOB  SEVEV  KOHTHS. 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorboad,  Swansea,  Wales,  Aug.  U.] 

The  imports,  coastwise  and  foreign,  through  the  port  of  Swansea, 
during  the  first  seven  months  of  1916,  amoimted  to  436,412  tons, 
showing  a  decrease  of  184,657  tons,  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1914,  and  of  58,309  tons,  compared  with  a  like  period 
of  1915. 

These  imports  in  detail,  according  to  figures  supplied  by  the  man- 
ager of  the  Swansea  harbor  offices,  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Tar  and  pitcb 

Gas  coal 

Copper,  silver,  lead,  tin,  with  their  ores  and  alloy's. 

Zinc  ore  and  alloys 

Iron  ore 

Iron,  steel,  pie  iron,  and  eastings 

Steel  bars  and  billets 

Deals,  battens,  and  boards 

Pit  wood 

Bricks,  slates,  cement,  etc 

Sulphur  ore,  pyrites,  salt,  and  diemicsls 

Flour,  potatoes,  etc 

Grain 


Sugar 

Fbh 

General  merchandise  (avenge). 


Total e21,OI» 


Seven  months  ended  lolj  31- 

1914 

»15 

1916 

Tout. 

Tom. 

Tarn,. 

¥),3»» 

x,ns 

i7,oa 

1,276 

377 

4B 

33,190 

28,766 

2i.<at 

33,7<7 

27,800 

33,417 

49,481 

65,025 

39.734 

81,151 

5S,<80 

34,4W 

19,382 

1,008 

SJ7 

30,995 

12,500 

6,4n 

60,010 

59,505 

37,6S9 

26.202- 

17,379 

10,097 

36.402 

45,431 

Sl,6J7 

15,381 

13,530 

12,550 

G2,627 

45,603 

m.SH 

9,717 

1,050 

1,090 

6,329 

3,260 

3,t61 

126,000 

87,323 

«7S,0) 

e2i,oe» 

494,721 

436,412 

a  Estimate. 

The  figures  in  the  above  table  include  only  imports  through  Swan- 
sea harbor  and  do  not  represent  fully  the  consumption  of  foreign 
goods  in  Swansea,  for  the  reason  that  considerable  quantities  are 
imported  through  the  large  distributing  centers  of  London,  Liver- 
pool, and  Birmingham  and  are  recorded  m  the  imports  of  these  cities. 

BAIIWAY  CONSTSTTCTION  BT  BOUYIAN  OOTERIIMEKT. 

The  call  of  the  Bolivian  Government  for  bids  on  the  construction 
o|  the  Potosi-Sucre  Eailway  [see  Commehce  Eeports  for  Apr.  10, 
1916]  has  been  annulled  by  a  decree  of  August  1,  1916.  "No  bids 
having  been  received,  according  to  the  West  Coast  Leader,  the  Gov- 
ernment has  decided  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  railway 
through  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  lysine  the  final  surveys 
made  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Milner.  It  is  stated  that  nmds  are  available 
to  begin  the  work  of  construction,  and  a  loan  may  be  negotiated 
later,  with  the  constructed  portions  of  the  road  as  security,  llie 
Potosi-Sucre  Eailway  is  an  extension  of  the  Bio  Mulato  branch  of 
the  Antofaga.sta  &  Bolivia  Eailway. 

COOPERATIVE  OFFICE  ESTABUSHED  IN  POBTLAB]). 

A  cooperative  oifice  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce has  been  established  with  the  Foreign  Trade  Department  of 
the  Portland  Cliainber  of  Commerce,  Portland,  Or^.,  with  Mr.  Ansel 
E.  Clark  in  charge  of  the  office.  Mr.  Clark  is  foreign  trade  secretary 
of  the  organization. 
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FROPOSBD  BXW  SOOTE  WALES  LEGISLATION. 

[ComsMrclal  AttacM  tHiSp  B.  Kanaedy,  Udboiunc,  Australia,  Aug.  1.] 

In  his  opening  address  upon  the  conveining  of  the  23d  parliament 
of  New  S<rati]t  Wales  the  goyemor  of  the  State  thtis  summarized  the 
legislatiTe  proposals  that  will  be  submitted  for  cn^ideration  during 
the  present  sessitm: 

Ton  will  be  as&ed  to  consider  bills  dealing  with  the  locat-gOTernment  fran- 
cblset  to  confer  eonstltntiotial  rights  upon  women  to  sit  In  Parliament,  and  also 
to  amend  the  dectoral  law. 

Tboe  will  also  be  presented  biSis  relating  to  the  ccHistruction  of  grain  eleva- 
tors and  to  forestry  matters. 

Important  proposals  providing  for  pablic  works  will  also  be  submitted, 
iBdoding  measores  relating  to  the  Sydn^  Harbor  bridge  and  the  construction 
<tf  rallwaTS  connected  with  the  devdopmoit  of  the  State. 

The  following  measmeB  relating  to  industrial  matters  will  be  presented  for 
your  consideration :  Bills  to  amend  the  earljr-dosing  law  and  the  Sunday-trading 
law,  the  trades-union  law,  the  coal-mines-r^ulatlon  law,  and  the  acts  relating 
to  workmen's  compensation  and  industrial  arbitration. 

In  view  of  the  expected  retnm  of  large  oambers  of  our  citizens  now  engaged 
in  BttUtary  op^ations  for  the  defense  of  the  Empire,  my  advisers  consider  that 
the  time  has  arrived  for  the  enactment  of  a  right-to-work  bilL 

Xon  will  be  asked  to  authorize  measures  having  for  their  object  the  further 
control  of  the  dental  profession  and  land  agents. 

Tour  consideration  will  be  asked  for  legislative  proposals  dealing  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  famiUeB  of  testators  and  the  amendment  of  ttie  liquor  act. 

Other  legislative  proposals  deal  with  the  amendmeit  of  the  Government  rail- 
ways act  and  the  provlsieo  of  more  effectoal  machinery  for  dealing  with  appeals 
in  the  Gtovemment  railways  and  tramways  service  and  the  iwUce  service,  in 
addition  to  a  measure  relating  to  the  control  of  Industrial  undertakings. 


CTJITTVATIOir  OF  MEDlCnTAI  PLANTS  IN  TmUQTIAT. 

The  Government  of  Uruguay  has  announced  its  intention  of  in- 
creasing the  manufacture  of  chemical  products  in  the  Institute  of 
Industrial  Chemistry.  In  connection  with  this  project  measures  are 
being  taken  to  extend  the  cuhiTation  of  medicinal  plants  that  are 
need^  in  the  preparation  of  chemical  manufactures.  A  presiden- 
tial decree  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Diario  Oficial  directs  the 
national  inspection  bureau  of  live  stock  and  agriculture  to  prepare 
a  program  of  study  and  experiments  on  the  cultivatioa  and  a!ccli- 
matization  of  foreign  medicinal  plants,  and  also  on  the  medicinal 
propeiiies  of  native  plants.  In  the  preparation  of  this  program 
the  national  inspection  bureau  will  have  the  cooperation  of  th» 
president  of  the  commission  on  agricultural  experiment  stations, 
uie  chemical  director  of  the  faculty  of  medicine,  and  of  other  c^cials. 


Spanish  National  Treasury  Beceipts. 

Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yost,  at  Barcelona,  reports  that 
according  to  provisional  figures  published  by  the  Ministry  of 
Finance  of  Spain,  the  treasury  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the 
month  of  July  were  $16,573,227,  as  against  $14,218,830  for  the  cor- 
responding mcMith  of  1915  and  $17,081,442  for  July,  1914.  For  the 
first  seT«i  months  of  the  present  year  the  treasury  receipts,  not  in- 
chidihg  obligations  issued,  totaled  $119,547,798,  as  compared  with 
$113,148,695  m  1915  and  $127,583,483  in  1914. 
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TKABE  COHBINATIOKS  IS  RUSSIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Uenry  D.  Baker,  Pctrograd,  June  14.] 

There  has  been  legislation  in  Bussia  against  combinations  in  re- 
straint of  trade,  simuar  to  antitrust  legislation  in  the  United  States. 
For  instance,  in  Bussia  it  is  not  pos^le  for  one  company  to  hcAd 
stock  of  another  company.  The  Bussian  Government,  nowever^  has 
not  restricted  the  formation  of  community-of -interest  organizations, 
which  are  not  incorporated  companies,  but  are  associations  of  indi^ 
viduals  with  common  meeting  places.  The  Government  does  not 
interfere  with  the  holding  of  such  meetings  and  requires  no  official 
scrutiny  of  the  records.  At  the  meetings  oi  such  societies  prospective 
orders  from  the  Government  and  from  private  railways  and  other 
interests  are  discussed,  and  schedules  are  drawn  up  showing  the 
capacities  of  the  various  works.  Prospective  orders  are  then  appor- 
tioned to  suit  conditions,  at  prices  common  to  all.  In  consideration 
of  this  apportionment  of  orders  the  fitness  of  certain  works  to  manu- 
facture special  classes  of  articles,  such  as  cars  or  locomotives,  or  to 
furnish  certain  sections  of  rails,  or  structural  material,  or  certain 
qualities  of  steel,  is  given  careful  attention  at  the  meetings. 

Prominent  among  the  community-of -interest  organizations  are  the 
Prodamet,  a  combmation  of  more  than  30  big  steel  concerns;  the 
Prodoparovoz,  a  combination  of  seven  locomotive  makers,  and  the 
Prodovagon,  a  combination  of  12  car  builders.  The  central  com- 
mittees of  tnese  organizations  act  as  both  selling  and  purchasing 
agents.  They  are  opposed  to  purchasing  in  foreign  countries  any 
goods  that  can  be  produced  in  llussia.  There  is  no  record  that  any 
member  of  these  organizations  has  contravened  the  letter  or  the 
spirit  of  the  agreements. 


EFFECTS  OF  HTrBBICAlfE  IN  JAMAICA. 
LVlce  Consul  ICdward  U.  Cipriani,  Fort  Antonio,  Aug.  18.] 

The  agricultural  districts  report  extensive  damage  to  all  cultiva- 
tions and  devastation  to  the  banana  plantations.  It  is  said  tliat  there 
is  not  a  banana  plant  left  standing  and  that  there  will  be  no  fruit  for 
shipment  for  the  next  12  months  at  least. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  first  few  banana  ships  to  make  this  port 
after  the  hurricane  would  find  sufficient  cargo  from  the  fallen  fruit, 
but  it  appears  that  this  will  not  be  the  case,  as  the  Vika,  the  first 
ship  to  call,  has  had  to  leave  to-day  empty  and  proceed  to  Bocas 
del  Toro  to  get  a  cargo  there  for  New  Orleans. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOHESTIC  COHMERCE. 

DISTBICT  OFFICES.  COOPEBATITE  OFflCES. 


KEW  TUBK:  Boom  409,  Csiloralioiut. 

BOSTOK:  18th  floor,  Caaloc-JiODir. 

CHICAOO:  604  Federal  BolMIaK. 

ST.  LOl'IS:  40S  Tklrd  Kitloaal  Bank  Balldla)i. 

ATUyrii  6S1  ro«t  OOlee  BnlMlns. 

NEW  OBLEAKS:  1020  HlberaU  Bank  Balldlas. 

gAN  FBANOgCO:  807  Castenkone. 

8EATn.E:  848  Heary  Bulldiaf. 


CLEVELAND:  Ckaaiher  of  Coaiaiate. 
dKCINNATI:  Ckaaber  of  OoaoMiee. 

cnicniNAn:  c,  k.  o.  *  t.  p.  ur.  c*. 

LOS  AKOELEB:  CUaiber  of  C«a«ene. 
PHILAIWLPHIA!  Chaaker  of  CeauMiee. 
<HATTAKOOaA:  Soatk  Aarrtaa  Afeat.  SMtk- 

era  By.  Co. 
PORTLAXn,  OBEC.i  Ckaaibfr  of  ConaierM. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOB  GOVEBmSHT  SUPPLIES  AKD  CONSTBTTCTION. 

CC«ci«8iieBde»oe  aboold  ba  direct  wltb  the  oScea  named,  and  Bpeciflcatlons  can  UBiutlly 
be  aMained  at  the  peteta  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  be  per- 
foned.  In  caaea  where  the  time  Umit  Is  too  ahort  to  permit  firms  to  vabmit  tenders,  the; 
Bbould  aak  to  be  placed  oa  the  malllnK  lists  of  such  oOoes  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
tntnre  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Wttvf  Department  snppUes,  No.  3548. — Sealed  pr(«>osals  will  be  received  by  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Deportment,  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  106,  ^,000- 
pound  capacity  flat  cars  and  metal  filing  cases  (case  and  5  drawers  to 
the  unit) ;  schedule  107,  cartridge  cases  and  powder  and  cartridge  tanks; 
Bdtedule  108,  4-Inch  wide,  acid-proof,  rubber  belting,  4-inch  wide  wood 
Vber,  wall  board,  acid,  white  mbl)er  ^ves,  terra  ootta  sewer  pipe,  gal- 
vanized steel  pipe,  8  Inches  In  diameter  by  10  feet  long,  acid-proof,  stone- 
ware pipe,  interchangeable  counter  bores,  and  micrometer  depth  gauges; 
schedule  109,  portable  radial  drills;  schedule  110,  28-lnch  cotton  canvas; 
schedule  111,  black  steel  pipe,  boiler  plate  steel,  and  common  steel  shapes ; 
sdiedttle  112,  condenser  (4  sheets)  tube  sheets  and  6-iiich  wall  radical 
drills;  schedule  118,  tinned  i>acon,  flour  In  export  bags,  evaporated  milk, 
granulated  sugar.  In  sacks,  and  "solid  pack"  tomatoes;  schedule  114, 
all-steel  hopper  cars;  schedule  115,  86-inch  tool  grinders;  sdiedule  116, 
famishing  and  Installing  motor  and  control  equipment;  achedole  117, 
megaphones;  schedule  118,  douMe-dressed  American  hemp,  holders  for 
toilet  accessories,  and  cold-rolled  sheet  copper ;  schedule  119,  1-pound  cakes 
beeswax,  lump  borax,  paint  drier,  and  lump  rosin;  schedule  120,  squllgee 
handles,  ind^?«adent  oil  masthead  lights,  worm-geared  <Aain  blocks,  direct 
differential  blociis,  coK)er  burrs,  "O"  clamps,  flies,  spur  brass  grommets, 
snap  and  ring  hoolcs,  garnet  paper,  brass  wood  screws,  1-quart  gasoline 
torches,  and  swivel-jaw  bench  vises ;  schedule  121,  composition  steam  cocks, 
aervUx  cocks,  foundry  flour,  steel  boiler  rivets,  regulos  of  antimooy,  and 
bar-roUed  monel  metal;  s<diedule  122,  single  conductor  wire;  schedule  123, 
letter  carriers'  satchels ;  s(diedale  124,  Port  Oxford  cedar,  cypress  or  oedar, 
and  redwood ;  schedule  125,  cypress  for  boat  buildiog ;  sciiedole  126,  electric 
water  heaters ;  schedule  127,  280  votts  8  hors^Mwer  motors ;  schedule  128, 
furnisUng  and  installing  Indicators  (oil  ievol);  schedule  129,  fuel -oil 
meters ;  schedule  180,  90-inch  plain  radial  drill,  16-inch  high-speed  sensitive 
drill,  two-whed  emery  grinder,  surface  and  portable  drill  grinder,  motor- 
driven  screw  cutting  lathes,  universal  milling  machines,  and  24-inch  ex- 
tension bcae  tool  room  shaper;  schedule  ISl,  28i-lnch  slate  color  cotton 
canvas ;  schedule  132,  cotton  canvas ;  sciiednle  133,  72-inch  cotton  canvas ; 
and  schedule  134,  10  kw.  radio  transmitting  sets. 

Bale  of  luni.  No.  8640. — Tbe  Oommissioner  of  Fisheries,  Washington,  O.  C 
annoonces  that  a  tract  of  land,  cMitaining  about  16  acres,  at  Cladtamas, 
Or«g.,  about  eight  miles  from  Oregon  Oty,  Oreg.,  will  bfe  aold  to  the 
highest  responsible  bidder  at  pnbUc  auction,  In  Oregon  ^ty,  Greg.,  on 
September  16,  1816.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Gommtssioner  of  Fisheries. 

Repairing  lighthouse  tender.  No.  3550. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by 
the  Li^tlKxise  Inspector,  Portland,  Me.,  for  dockiiu;  and  repairing  the 
Ughthoose  tender  Hibittmt.  Further  Informatioa  may  be  obtained  on  ap- 
plication to  the  above  ofilce. 

CMMfraoKoM  loorfc,  No.  8651. — Sealed  proposals  wlU  be  received  by  the  Super- 
vising Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
5,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  Hie  post  office  at  Berlin,  N.  H.  Drawings 
and  spiecificatlons  may  be  obtained  from  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treas- 
ury D^Mirtment,  Washington,  D.  O. 

Rebuilding  wharf.  No.  3552. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Buff^jo,  N.  Y.,  for  rebuilding  wlinrf,  etc.,  at  Sandusky 
Bay  Ughthoose  tHs^t  (Center  Point),  Ohia 

9iMle»hip  oonttmotion.  No.  3553. — Seated  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Navy  Deportment  until  October  25,  1916,  for  construction,  by  contract, 
foar  battieshlps  (Nos.  45-48),  four  scout  cruisers  (Nos.  4-7).  20  torpedo- 
boat  destroyers  (Nos.  75-04),  and  29  subinnrtnes  (Nos.  78-lOC).  Circulars 
for  the  information  of  bidders  nnd  plans  nml  specifications  relating  to  saW 
are  ready  for  distribution. 
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FOBEiaN  TBABE  OPPOBTUSITIES. 

Rcserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Boreav  and  Ita  dlatrlet  ofleea. 
for  each  opportunity  sbonld  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  atste  opportvnltr  >« 
The  Bnrean  does  not  fomlsb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standbg 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Machinery,  No.  22345. — An  American  consnlor  officer  In  tbe  United  Elingdom 
reports  tbat  a  firm  in  Iiis  district  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a  macliine  for 
stamping  out  discs  from  composition  cork  and  pressing  same  Into  tbe 
small  screw  caps  of  collapsible  tubes;  tbe  maximum  diameter  of  tbe  disc 
to  be  one-fourtb  of  an  inch. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  22346. — ^An  exporting  and  importing  firm  on  tbe  Pacific 
coast  writes  tbat  it  desires  to  communicate  wltb  American  manufacturers 
of  macbinery  for  making  and  refining  castor  oil;  also  wltb  dealers  in 
bleacbing  and  refining  compounds.  Quotatitms  should  be  made  f.  o.  b. 
Seattle  or  c.  i.  f.  Kobe,  Japan.    Ileference. 

Cotton  good$,  No.  22347. — A  firm  in  tbe  United  States  writes  tbe  Bureau  that 
it  bas  an  order  from  its  Argentine  agent  for  a  large  quantity  of  cottoo 
stamped  goods  similar  to  a  sample  wblcb  may  be  examined  at  tbe  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  Miscellaneous  No.  147.) 

Carpets,  rugs,  and  furniture,  No.  22348. — ^Tbe  commercial  attache  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  In  Peru  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  busi- 
ness man  in  his  district  who  is  in  the  market  for  carpets  and  rugs. 
Samples  and  illustrations  and  full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once. 
Tbe  man  would  also  like  to  receive  catalogues,  eta,  on  high  grade  office 
furniture,  desks,  filing  cabinets,  etc.  Tbe  commercial  attache  also  desires 
catalogues  and  other  publicity  literature  relative  to  steel  furniture.  Ref- 
erence. 

Furniture,  No.  22349. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that  a 
municipal  council  is  contemplating  the  purchase  of  furniture  for  a  new 
city  ball.  The  final  date  for  receipt  of  tenders  has  not  been  determined, 
but  will  probably  be  not  later  than  October  1,  1916.  Tbe  purchase  will 
include  desks,  chairs,  tables,  couches,  and  300  assembly  ball  chairs  to 
cost  not  more  than  $1.60  eadi,  delivered. 

Agricultural  machinery,  No.  22350. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  tbe  Bureau 
in  South  Africa  writes  that  a  firm  in  tbat  country  contemplates  estabUsb- 
ing  a  new  department  for  tbe  sale  of  agricultural  macbinery.  It  is  stated 
that  the  firm  will  send  a  competent  man  to  the  United  States,  if  neoessaiy, 
to  confer  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  who  may  be  int«-. 
ested  in  tills  proposition.    References. 

Hardware,  enameled  ware,  etc..  No.  22S51. — Tbe  commercial  agent  of  tbe  Bu- 
reau In  ClUcago  writes  tbat  a  Russian  business  man,  who  has  bad  ex- 
tensive business  experience  In  the  Russian  Empire,  desires  to  enter  Into 
conmierclal  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  wbo 
may  be  Interested  In  tbe  Russian  markets.  He  is  particularly  Int»ested 
in  agricultural  implements,  hardware,  enameled  ware,  and  knitted  goods. 
References. 

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials,  No.  22352.— An  American  consular  officer  In 
Brazil  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  which  is  In  a  posltfaa  to 
supply  the  following  Brazilian  hardwoods  used  for  dyeing  purposes: 
Araribfi.  rosa,  which  gives  a  red  dye;  aroelra,  which  gives  a  red  dye;  5*0 
Brazil,  which  gives  a  red  dye ;  bratina,  which  gives  a  black  dye ;  tatajuba, 
which  gives  a  yellow  dye ;  umcli,  which  gives  a  dye  for  macaroni ;  perota 
rosa,  which  gives  a  red  dye ;  and  rozinbo,  which  gives  a  purple  dye.  Tbe 
following  may  be  used  for  tanning  purposes :  Red  mangrove  bark  and  peroba 
•josa.    References. 

A  New  York  manufacturer  informs  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  uid 
Domestic  Commerce  that  his  use  of  the  "  Trade  Opportunity  "  service 
of  the  Bureau  has  directly  led  to  sales  of  his  products  to  the  extent 
of  $2,000  in  China,  $4,000  in  Egypt,  ^55  in  Italy,  $150  in  Portugal, 
$150  in  Chile,  $580  in  Argentina,  and  $700  in  Norway. 

wASHixoTON :  ooVBasMBXT  p«i»Tixo  omct:  Jtl« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


University  L"B!=;AHy 
SEP;'5i9i6 

PRINCETON.  M  J. 

COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAItY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

F«r  laic  bj  the  Superintendeiit  of  Doctimenli,  Wuhinctoo,  D.  C,  at  $2JiO  per  Tear 


No.  212      Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  September  9  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Page. 

Condition  a(  tbe  Figyntian  cotton  crop 929  Dsvelopment  of  an  American  linen  industry. .  839 

Tiade  figures  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. . .  929      Power  contract  made  In  Tasmania 940 

Uovement  of  coal  and  colce 930      Report  on  cotton  ginning 040 

Fresh  fish  by  British  parcel  post 932      Tin  minine  In  Slam 941 

New  chart  of  Florida  waters  published 934  Increased  aeposllsat  Amsterdam  Savings  Bank  941 

New  Zealand  interest  In  heating  appliances...  934  Proposals  for  Qovemment  supplies  and  con- 
Norway's  trade  in  cotton  yam 935         struction 942 

tmposed  Canadian  Northern  Railway  Station.  935      Foreign  trade  opportunltlea 94S 

United  States  buying  diamonds  from  Brazil. .  9S6      Return  of  commercial  attach^ 944 

Wood-pulp  situation  In  Sweden 938  American  consular  ofilcers  on  leave  of  absence.  944 

CONDiriON  OF  THE  EaTPTIAN  COTTON  CBOP. 

[Consul  Arthur  Garrels,  Alexandrin,  Aug.  7 ;  data  taken  from  Jtily  Bulletin  ot  Ministry  ot 

Agriculture.] 

Weather  conditions  have  been  favorable,  with  the  water  supply 
sufficient  excei^t  in  a  few  districts,  chiefly  on  tails  of  canals.  Over- 
watering  by  small  cultivators  has  been  reported  from  certain  dis- 
tricts, with  the  usual  boll  shedding  as  a  result.  Tlie  cotton-worm 
attack  has  been  completely  overcome,  with  no  damage  to  the  crop 
except  in  unimportant  parts.  Aphis  has  been  comparatively  rare. 
The  ordinary  boll  worm  {Earias  -inmhina)  is  almost  completely 
absent,  while' the  pink  seed  worm  {Gclechia  yossypiella)  has  infested 
the  bolls  in  a  varying  degree  in  every  Province  up  to  Assiut. 

The  crop  has  continued  to  make  good  progress,  and  bolls  in  the 
early-sown  fields  in  Lower  Egypt  have  begun  to  open.  In  Upper 
Egypt  bolls  are  also  ripening  in  early  cultivation.  The  condition 
of  the  crop  in  all- parts  of  tiie  country  fully  bears  out  the  forecast  of 
an  early  picking. 

TRADE  ilGXTRES  FOB  ST.  JOHN,  NEW  BBTJNSWICK. 

[Consul  Henry  S.  Culver,  St.  .John,  Now  Brun.<rwlck,  Canada,  Aug.  28.1 

Government  trade  returns  for  the  first  two  months  of  the  fiscal 
year  1916-17  (April  and  May)  show  considerable  expansion  in  the 
export  trade  of  the  port  of  St.  John,  the  values  for  this  period 
amounting  to  $41,49-1,955.  This  is  the  largest  export  at  any  one  port 
in  Canada,  Fort  William  being  second  with  values  of  $21,873,079. 
As  compared  with  other  Maritime  Province  ports,  St.  John  leads 
by  $31,843,444. 

Bank  clearings  at  this  place  for  the  month  of  July  were  $7,268,- 
393,  as  compared  with  $6,615,318  in  the  corresponding  month  last 
year.  The  clearings  for  the  firet  two  weeks  in  August  were  $4,036,- 
493,  as  against  $3,231,415  in  the  same  period  in  1915. 
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HOVEKEirr  OF  COAL  AND  COKE. 

The  movement  of  coal  and  coke  over  12  leading  eastern  railroads 
during  June  and  six  months  ending  June,  1915  and  1916,  follows: 

JUNE. 


Clas>«s  and  laDroads. 


FOB  HEVENCK  OKtY. 

Anthracite: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Buflalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh 

BuSalo&  Bus<iuefasiiiis 

Cbenpeake  &  Ohio 

Erie 

Hiintingdoa  &  Broad  Top  Moon- 
lain. 

rcnnsylrsnlik. 

I'iitsbtirg,aiamnt4i  Nortbern. 

Virginian 

Western  Uaryfauid. 


Total. 


Bitomlnotu: 

BaltAnoie  &  Ohio 

Buffalo,  Rochester  &  rittsborgh. 
Bofflalo  &  Susqpehsaiia......... 

Cbesapeake  &Ohlo 

Erie 

Bimtliisilas  &  Broad  Top  Uoon- 

taln 

New  York  Central  (Buffalo  and 

east) 

Norfolk  &  Western 

PennsTlvanla 

Pittsbbrg.Bbamut  &  Northern. 

Virginian 

Western  Marylond 


Total 

tOB  COMPAKY  rVKL. 

.\nthraclte: 

Baltimore  it  Ohio 

Erie 

Fennsylrania 


Total. 


Bitominods: 

Baltimi)re  &  Ohio 

Buffalo,  Rochester  <S:  I'itUburKb 

Buffalo  tc  Susquohauna 

Cbesapcake  &  Ohio 

Erie 

Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Moun- 
tain   

New  York  Central  (Buffalo  A 
East) 

Norfolk  <Sc  Western 

I'ennsTtTania 

Pittsburg,  Shamot  A  Northern. 

VbgmlaQ 

Western  Maryland 


Orlglnattng  on  line. 


1915 


Short  (ont. 


229 
S8t,3«5 


4m,  788 


1,045,383 


2,617,199 
581,426 

65,307 
1,839.239 

16,503 

52,587 
474,549 

2,i25,ora 

3,Sfi9,387 
154,  Ml' 
251,948 
260,053 


11,708,350 


[12,728,101 


27,362 
10,677 


38,030 


Total 

COKE  »OE  BZVEmiE  AND  Ff  tt.. 

BaUiraore&  Ohio 

Buffalo,  Rochester  &  PlttsbUTKii . . . 

Bnflalo  &  Sosquehanna 

Chesapeake  <S;  Obio 

Erie. 


Huntingdon  4^  BroadTop  Mountain. 

Norfollt  &  Western 

l"enn.syl\-ania 

Virginian 

Wrs>rn  llar)-laud 


To:ul. 


323,297 
41,447 
7.280 
153,064 
134,035 

2,160 

209,128 

197,043 

506,439 

7,874 

17,429 

42,445 


1,641,640 


244,791 
34,264 
49,  SM 
11,456 


8,847 
7C,5S8 
732,448 


4,097 
1,162,004 


1916 


Short  toM. 


7 
60S,S10 


439,188 


1,104,405 


2,an,3t8 

6S3,2a 

131,143 

2,159,452 

11,695 

49.442 

541.947 
2,223.7.'» 
3,378.815 
272.784 
352,316 
312,109 


23,687 
7.260 


30,966 


477,261 
52.176 
7,066 
154.323 
119,370 

2,379 

198,439 

212,496 

610,«tf 

6,413 

16,980 

45,421 


1,908,268 


274,711 
35,408 
38,511 
36,338 


6,181 
166.470 
937,610 


6,438 
1,491,675 


Beeehred  from  con- 
nections. 


1915 


Short  ton». 

79,766 

11,317 

339 

1,129 

211,181 

43 

382,266 

1,UB 

310 

»,4W 


716,1 


1916 


Short  lam. 

93,138 

13,222 

435 

1,821 

90,364 

14S 

468,704 

9M 

934 

30,536 


700,181 


534,106 

7,787 


185,400 
484,349 

17,038 


337,638 
295,416 
687 
33,004 
463,480 


2.358,915 


27 

536 

12,953 


13,516 


5,173 


176,9 


20,725 
2S 


203,725 


88,224 
7,920 


11,346 

73,260 

75 

go 

258,038 


20,281 
459,965 


463,356 

4,546 


221,353 
460,655 

19,395 


566,061 
365,832 
814 
51,670 
378,669 


2,531,351 


10,916 


10,963 


15,521 


123,367 


44,335 
79 


173 


182.475 


83, 9U 
12,19* 


4,015 

118,766 

189 

5,376 

261,972 

30 

4,C08 

484,462 


TotaL 


1915 


Short  Ion*. 

79,766 

U,3I7 

339 

1,358 

795,496 

43 

8U,063 

1,103 

310 

29,488 


1,763,371 


3,051,305 
589,213 
65,367 

2,024,639 
S00.C52 

69,625 

474,549 
2,482,698 
3,604,703 
155,239 
284,962 
724,133 


14.067,265 


27 
27,886 
23,630 


51,595 


328,470 

41.447 

7,280 

153,0*4 

311,001 

2,160 

200.128 
817,767 
(06.467 

7,874 
17.4!9 
43,278 


191* 

SkorttOKtm 

98,138 

13,233 

4» 

i,n 

755,474 

143 

907,8*8 

»H 

(M 

3D,» 


1,894,53* 


3.064,754 
697,78* 
131,143 

2.380,8*6 
472,359 

as,  ST 

541,917 
2,7HHlt 
S,7U.9B 
373,5*8 
403,18* 
688,778 


1S,239,4B 


3* 
XS,6S7 


41,t8> 


1,845,365  t.ta.ia 


492.782 

51.  tX 

7,0*5 

IS4.» 

211.737 

2,379 

1*8,43* 

6U.0N 
•.413 
M,W 
45, 8X 


333,015 
e,184 
49,515 
23,701 
73,250 
8,9X2 
77,538 

990,476 


34,3:8 
1,621,969 


357,(31 
47,6B 

3*,ai 

46,351 

in,8« 

l,Ut,«B 

39 

10,43* 

1,976,137 
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SIX  MONTHS  ENDING  JUNE. 


Classes  and  rsUroods. 


FOB  BEVEMVS  ONLT. 
Antbracita: 

Baltimore  &ObIo 

Buflalo,IUich«ster  &  Plttsbiugh 

Buflaio  &  Susgnebanna 

Cbesapeake  &  Obio 

Erie 

Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top 

Mountain 

PennsylTania 

Pittsburg,  Sbamut  &  Nortbem. 

Virginian 

Western  Maryland 


Total 

Bituminous: 

Baltimore  &  Oblo 

Buflalo,  Rocbester  &  Plttsborg. 
Btiflalo  &  Busqnebanna. ..:... . 

Cbesapeake  &  Ohio 

Erie 

Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top 

Mountain 

Kew  York  Cential  (Buflalo  and 

east)  

Norfolk  4  Western 

Pennsylvania 

Pittsburg,  Sbamut  &  Nortbem. 

Virginian 

Weetem  Maryland 


6,475,832 


11,690,419 

3,374,946 

461,749 

9,459,726 

93,638 

324,706 

2,890,041 

9,054,622 

18,301,910 

1,020.408 

1,579,072 
1,604,677 


Total. 


60,764,813 


FOB  coiiPAinc  ixrzL. 
Anthracite: 

Baltimore  &  Oblo 

Erie 

Pennsylvania  ...v. 


Total. 


Bituminous: 

Baltimore  &  Obio 

Buflalo,  Rocbester  <&  Plttsbuigb 

Buflalo  &  Susquehanna 

Chesapeake  4  Oblo 

Erie 

Huntingdon    &    Brood    Top 

Mountain 

New  York  Central  (Buflalo  and 

east) 

NorioDt  &  Western 

Fennsylvanla 

Pittsburg,  Sbamut  &  Nortbem. 

Virginian 

Western  Maryland 


Total. 


COKE  FOB  SBVEirCE  AKD  FUEL. 


Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh 

Buflalo  &  Susquehanna 

Cbesapeake  &  Ohio 

Erie 

Etmtlngdon    &    Broad    Top 

Mountain 

Norfolk  &  Western 

Pennsylvania 

Pittsburg,  Sbamut  &  Nortbem. . 

Virginian 

Western  Maryland 


Total. 


Originating  on  line. 
1915  1916 


Received  from  con- 
oectltHi!!. 


Short  toiu. 


945 

3,562,693 


2,911,832 


342 


7,034,649 


13,978,738 
4,662,204 

730,239 
12,388,952 

110,975 

381,606 

3,987.038 
12,653,331 
21,119,950 
1.490,803 
2,272,371 
1,792,704 


75,477,975 


147,109 
64,706 


211,815 


2,051,668 
260,388 
48,727 
998,327 
807,280 

14,907 

1,294,270 

1,183,665 

3,564.240 

43,503 

115.020 

270,450 


10,652,434 


1,185.131 
201,066 
293,728 
51,881 


25,541 

438,629 

3,701,516 


24,138 


5,921,633 


Short  Ions. 


1916 


413 

4, 026,  MS 


3,007,147 


144 


8A«r(  tont.  'Short  totu. 
606,594  I      771,467 


88,360 

3,388 

5,473 

765,967 

176 

2,503,164 

6,778 

487 

165, 712 


4,146,099 


3,082,168 

24,359 

165 

658,330 

2,888,067 

128,951 


1,294,030 

1,885,444 

3,167 

200,0(31 

2,375,089 


12,528,834 


02,144 
73,553 


165,697 


2.032.029 
366,730 
£6,041 

1,119,931 
718,613 

17,513 

1,224,540 

1,374,343 

4,126.976 

71,551 

127.050 

283,608 


12,418,825 


1,767.019 
209,246 
233.884 
218,257 


36,831 
1,015,091 
5,729,882 


9.258,496 


142 

703 

102,974 


103,819 


50,106 


811,937 


121,633 
165 


145 
972 


984,958 


461,789 
67,778 


58,163 
497,573 

461 

5.665 

1,295,335 


111,252 


2,498,014 


03,211 

3,348 

6,005 

814,184 

402 

2,852,894 

6,211 

1,943 

170,544 


Total. 


1915 


Short  lont. 

606,594 

8.S,360 

3,388 

6,418 

4,328,660 

176 

5,413.066 

6,778 

829 

163,712 


4,720,209  10,621,931 


3,481,925 

20,889 

126 

1,243,428 

4,254,632 

1M,5.M 


2,635,007 

3, 149, 187 

4,058 

350,973 

2,129.842 


14,781,587 

3,399,304 

461,914 

10,118,056 
2,961,705 

453.660 

2,890,041 
11.248. 552 
20,187,354 
1,023,675 
1,788,133 
3,979.766 


17,450,618 


36 
145 

99,720 


99,901 


82,458 


987,774 


254,541 
622 


27,273 
36,143 


1,388,811 


485,821 
83,482 


67,709 
672,252 

4,084 

53,090 

1,621,911 

70 

30 

84,360 


2,962,778 


73,293,647 


142 
147,812 
167,680 


313.634 


2.101,764 
260,388 
48,727 
998,327 

1,619,217 

14,907 

1,204,270 

1.305,288 

3,564,405 

43.603 

115,165 

271,431 


11,637,302 


1,646,923 
268,842 
293,728 
110,041 
497,673 

26,003 

444,294 

4,996,851 


135,390 


8.419,647 


1916 


Short  lorn. 

771,467 

93,211 

3,348 

6,418 

4,841,129 

402 

5,S60,041 

6,211 

2,087 

170,544 


11,754,858 


17,460.661 

4,583.093 

730.365 

13,632.380 
4,365,607 

362,217 

3,9S7.03'1 
15,288,338 
24,289,137 
1,603,867 
2,023,344 
3,922,540 


92,928,593 


92,28} 
173.273 


263. SOS 


3.(114,487 

366  730 

50,011 

1.119.931 

1.706,287 

17,511 

1,224,540 

1,628,881 

4,127,598 

71,551 

154,321 

319.751 


13,807,636 


2,252,840 
292.728 
233,881 
275.963 
672,253 

40,91S 

1,068,750 

7,351,793 

79 

30 

132.046 


12,221,274 


NoiB.— Totals  do  not  include  amounts  of  coil  receive  1  '>y  t"ie  N  j  .v  York  Ceatril  R  illroii  fro  n  con- 
neetbnn.  The  Southern  Railroad  transported  from  the  Tennessee  ani  .Vlahimi  di:trictj^287,47l  ihor, 
tons  of  bituminous  cool  In  June,  1916,  and  263.^4  short  Ions  in  June,  1913.  (      r\i~\rs\r> 
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FBESH  FISH  BT  BBITISH  7ASCEL  POST. 

(ConKal  Charles  M.  Hathaway,  jr.,  null,  Kagland,  Aag.  11.] 

An  expeditious,  satisfactory,  and  economical  method  of  getting 
fresh  fish  f^b'm  tlie  various  fishing  ports  directly  into  the  hands  oi 
consumers  all  over  the  British  Isles  is  in  existence.  Its  main  center 
is  Grimsby,  where  a  group  of  fish  merchants  devote  themselves  to 
this  special  business,  dispatching  daily  hundreds  or  even  thousands 
of  parcels,  the  majority  of  which  are  less  than  6  pounds  in  weight 
when  fully  packed  for  shipment.  These  packages  go  forward  either 
by  passenger  train  under  a  special  low  rate  for  small  parcels  granted 
by  the  railway  companies  {this  service  being  analogous  to  that  of 
express  companies  in  the  United  States)  or  by  parcel  post  It  is 
understood  that  more  fish  is  sent  by  the  railway  service  than  by 
mail,  although  both  means  are  extensively  used. 
Parcel-Post  and  Ballway  Kates. 

Fish  goes  by  parcel  post  on  the  same  terms  as  any  other  goods. 
The  rates  for  all  parcels  are:  Not  exceeding  1  pound,  8  cents;  be- 
tween 1  and  2  pounds,  10  cents;  between  2  and  3  pounds,  12  cents; 
between  3  and  5  pounds,  14  cents;  between  5  and  7  pounds,  16  cents; 
and  2  cents  per  pound  for  every  additional  pound  up  to  11  pounds, 
which  is  the  maximum  weight  of  any  parcel  sent  by  post.  These 
rates,  of  course,  are  for  any  distance  in  Great  Britam  and  Ireland 
and  include  delivery  to  residence. 

Railway  parcel  rates  are  based  on  distances,  all  goods  being  trans- 
ported at  owner's  risk.  Bates  up  to  11  pounds  are  quoted  for  com- 
parison with  post-office  rates :  For  packages  not  exceeding  2  poimds, 
8  cents  to  any  distance ;  not  exceeding  3  pounds,  10  cente  to  any  dis- 
tance; not  exceeding  7  pounds,  12  cents  to  any  distanijje;  not  exceed- 
ing 9  pounds,  12  cents  up  to  100  miles,  14  cents  up  to  200  miles,  16 
cents  above  200  miles ;  not  over  10  pounds,  12  cents  up  to  100  miles, 
16  cents  up  to  200  miles,  18  cents  beyond  200  miles;  not  over  11 
pounds,  12  cents  up  to  100  miles,  18  cents  up  to  200  miles,  20  cents 
above  200  miles.  The  railway  rat©  includes  delivery  wherever  the 
railway  has  delivery  service,  which  means  all  the  larger  to^vns  in 
England.  For  this  special  parcel  service  the  railways  issue  stamp 
like  postage  stamps,  and  these  are  affixed  to  the  parcels  to  prepay  the 
frei^t  exactly  as  postage  stamps  are  used  by  the  post  office. 
Advantages  of  Two  Systems  Compared. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  railway  rate  is  lower  than  the  post- 
office  rate.  For  instance,  a  4-pound  parcel  by  mail  would  cost  14  cents, 
by  railway  12  cents  to  any  distance.  An  8-pound  parcel  would  cost 
18  cents  l)y  mail,  by  railway  it  would  cost  12  cents  for  not  over  100 
miles,  14  cents  for  "not  over  200  miles,  and  16  cents  for  greater  dis- 
tances. An  1 1-pound  parcel  would  cost  24  cents  by  mail,  by  railway 
service  it  would  cc*  12  cents  for  not  over  100  miles,  18  cents  for  not 
over  200  miles,  and  20  cents  for  over  200  miles. 

Railway  delivery  service  is  esteemed  more  rapid  than  that  of  the 
post  office,  but  the  post-office  delivery  service  extends  to  all  parts  of 
the  country,  while  the  railway  delivers  only  in  the  larger  towns  and 
cities.  Parcels  for  small  towns  and  country  districts^  therefore,  gen- 
erally go  by  parcel  post,  unless  the  consignee  lives  so  near  a  railway 
station  that  he  can  conveniently  go  after  his  consigiiment.    Further, 
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as  the  fish  parcels  are  handled  by  the  post  office  in  the  same  service 
with  other  parcels,  the  iish  must  be  so  packed  that  the  parcel  remains 
dry.  This  excludes  the  possibility  of  icing,  and  in  the  warmer 
■weather  makes  it  desirable  to  forward  by  parcel  post  nqthing  except 
very  fresh  fish  sent  out  in  the  afternoon  for  delivery  early  next 
morning. 

Xetliods  of  Packing  Employed. 

From  November  to  March  no  ice  is  required  for  these  sliipmeuts, 
and,  in  fact,  the  average  temperature  in. the  United  Kingdom  even 
in  the  summer  rarely  rises  to  such  a  point  as  to  make  ite  absolutely 
necessary  to  carry  perfectly  fresh  fish  through  a  one-night  journey. 

The  fish  are  wrapped  in  paper  and  then  put  in  a  woven  straw 
bag  called  a  bass,  which  is  fastened  up.  This  is  all  the  packing. 
Before  tlic  war  fish  was  wrapped  in  a  special  paper  sometnues  re- 
ferred to  as  ••  vegetable  parchment,"  sometimes  as  "  soiling  paper." 
This  is  not  now  obtainable,  probably  because  manufactured  on  the 
Continent.  If  ice  is  needed  it  is  put  in  the  bass  with  the  fish.  Then, 
of  course,  the  i>arcel  has  to  go  by  rail  as  tlie  post  office  will  tolerate 
no  leakage. 

Packages  exceeding  11  pounds  go  by  rail  at  corresponding  rates, 
and  are  often  conveniently  put  in  boxes  with  as  much  ice  as  is  de- 
sired. Special  fish  rates  per  hundredweight  of  112  pounds  are  given 
fi-om  Grimsby,  Hull,  and  other  fishing  ports  to  towns  of  size.  These 
may  be  utilized  for  parcels  of  less  than  a  hundredweight  whenever 
they  figure  out  less  than  the  regular  parcel  rate.  These  are,  however, 
from  station  tp  station  and  do  not  include  delivery. 
The  Direet-to-Constiiner  Trade. 

The  small-parcel  shipment  direct  to  consumers  is  not  a  Hull  trade 
but  is  made  much  of  in  Grimsby.  Shipments  from  Hull  are  almo.st 
always  made  in  boxes  of  considerable  size  to  the  trade.  The  reason 
for  this  appears  to  be  that  the  Hull  fishing  fleet  generally  is  engaged 
in  long-distance  fishing,  and  the  fish  landed  here  are,  consequently, 
not  so  fresh  as  those  received  at  (irimsby  nor  in  such  good  con- 
dition. 

A  leading  Grimsby  house  in  the  small-parcel-dii"ect-to-consiuner 
trade  states  that  tlie  average  weight  of  its  parcels  is  5  to  6  povmds. 
Consumers  who  want  a  small  parcel  of  fish  send,  say,  GO  or  75  cents 
to  one  of  the  houses  engaged  in  the  business,  reques-ting  that  a  parcel 
be  sent  them.  The  merchant  makes  up  a  parcel  accordingly  and 
de.spatches  it  by  rail  or  post  as  may  suit  the  case.  Of  course,  these 
fish  mercliants  have  many  regular  customers  with  whom  they  carry 
accounts,  but  the  proper  course  for  a  stranger  woidd  be  to  send 
them  some  small  sum  with  some  indication  of  the  kind  of  fish  re- 
quired. 

Only  the  freshest  fish  are  selected  for  this  sort  of  shipment.  The 
fish  landed  at  Scarborough  is  esteemed  the  freshest  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  brings  the  highest  average  price  per  ton,  but  the  sup- 
ply xs  largely  taken  by  high-class  hotels,  so  that  the  small-shipment 
business  has  not  been  able  to  get  a  foothold  there. 

Introdnoing  the  Seirice  Elsewhere. 

The  applicability  of  this  method  of  distribution  elsewhere  would 
depend  on  (1)  the  freshness  of  the  fish  available  for  shipment  (i.  e., 
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how  long  after  catching  tliey  are  landed),  (2)  on  the  t«np«*aiare  to 
be  undergone,  and  (3)  on  the  transportation  rates.  There  -wooM 
appear  to  be  no  inherent  difficulty  in  making  such  shipments  by 
parcel  post  in  the  northern  part  or  the  United  States  for  ccmsider- 
able  distances  except  in  hot  weather.  For  the  hot  weather  an  express 
service  outside  the  ordinary  postal  service  would  have  to  be  pro- 
vided— one  admitting  ice  in  the  parcels  and  permitting  leakage. 

There  are  being  forwarded  samples  of  the  basses  used  for  small- 
parcel  shipments  (basses  of  larger  sizes  are  also  made),  and  samples 
of  the  "  grease-proof  "  paper  at  present  used  to  wrap  the  fish  before 
putting  it  in  the  basses,  and  of  the  "  vegetable  parchment "  formerly 
employed  for  this  purpose,  but  not  now  procurable. 

[The  samples  referred  to  and  the  small-parcels  rate  sheet  of  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  T98T2.1 


NEW  CHAST  OF  FLOSIDA  WATESS  FTTBLffiHED. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  announces  the  publicaticm  by  the 
United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  of  new  chart  No.  lliS,  of 
the  Gulf  coast,  Habana  to  Tampa  Bay;  mercator  projection,  average 
scale,  1.471900  (0.15  inch  to  nautical  mile)  dimensions  43  by  29  inches. 
It  is  printed  by  lithography,  a  transfer  having  been  made  from  tiie 
engraved  copper  plate.  The  land  is  distinguished  by  a  buff  tint,  and 
in  order  to  emphasize  the  shoal  water  areas  they  are  tinted  blue  for 
depths  of  three  fathoms  or  less. 

This  chart  replaces  No.  16  and  includes  part  of  the  area  of  No.  15. 
It  is  intended  for  offshore  navigation  like  the  charts  which  it  replaces, 
but  differs  from  them  in  being  constructed  on  the  mercator  projec- 
tion, and  having  but  one  depth  unit,  the  fathom. 

Tnis  chart  covers  one  of  tne  most  important  water  ai-eas  along  our 
southern  coast  line,  as  it  includes  the  western  portion  of  the  Straits 
of  Florida,  the  great  commercial  thoroughfare  connecting  the  At- 
lantic Ocean  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  also  includes  such  im- 
portant places  as  Habana  on  its  extreme  southern  edge  and  Tampa 
Bay  on  its  extreme  northern  edge,  while  Key  West  occupies  a  central 
position  in  the  lower  half  of  the  chart. 

The  price  of  the  chart  is  50  cents. 


HEW  ZEALAND  INTE&EST  IN  HEATING  AFFUANCES. 

It'nuiiul  Uencral  AKred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  1.] 

The  heating  of  factories  in  certain  portions  of  New  Zealand  has 
been  discussetl  in  Parliament.  If  efforts  to  have  the  factory  law 
amended  so  as  to  compel  owners  of  factories  in  certain  of  the  colder 
sections  of  this  Dominion  to  heat  the  plants  during  the  winter 
months  are  siiccps.sful,  there  sliould  be  a  good  demand  in  New  Zealand 
for  heating  appliances.  American  manufacturers  should  stud}'  the 
situation. 

The  proposeil  action  would  lead  to  a  greater  general  demand  for 
heating  appliances  such  as  are  placed  in  public  buildings,  churches, 
theaters,  etc.,  and  even  in  the  homes,  whicn  Jtt  present  in  most  parts 
of  the  country  arc  [loorlv  heated,  as  heating  is  understood  in  the 
ITnited  States. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE   KEPORTS.  935 

NOBWAT'S  TBAOE  IN  COTTON  TARN. 

[Consul  <'hnrl(-s  Formnn,  BerKcn,  Auk.  S. | 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war  cotton  yariji,s  were  im- 

gorted  into  Norway  chiefly  from  (Ireat  Britain,  (lerniany.  and 
weden,  the  first-named  country  being  the  most  important  source. 

In  1913  the  imports  into  Norway  of  cotton  yarn,  bleached  and  un- 
bleached, but  not  dyed  or  printed,  totaled  3,5)02,600  poiuids,  valued 
at  $940,385.  Of  this  quantity,  2,631,452  pounds  were  imported  from 
Great  Britain,  800,966  pounds  from  Sweden,  and  274,833  ]>ounds 
fi'om  German}'.  In  tlie  same  year  545,000  pounds  of  dyed  and 
printed  cotton  yarn,  value  $138,583,  were  imported,  of  whicli  about 
one-third  was  imported  from  Germany,  (Jreat  Britain  and  Sweden 
ranking  next  in  the  order  named. 

In  1914  the  imports  of  cotton  varn,  bleached  and  unbleached, 
amounted  to  3,919,100  pounds,  value'd  at  $881,179,  of  which  2,735,087i 
pounds  were  furnished  by  Great  Britain,  779,674  pounds  by  Sweden, 
and  218,190  pounds  by  Germany.  In  that  year  494,800  pounds  or 
dyed  and  printed  cotton  yarn  were  imported,  of  which  Great  Britain 
supplied  something  less  than  a  third,  Germany  and  Sweden  being 
the  next  most  important  sources  of  supply. 

Opening  for  American  Yarns.  ' 

At  the  present  time  an  opportunity  e.xists  for  the  importation  of 
cotton  yarns  from  the  United  States.  The  best  way  to  enter  the 
market  would  be  to  appoint  an  agent  in  Bergen,  with  exclusive  terri- 
tory, who  would  canvass  the  mills  and  other  users  of  yarns.  [A  list 
of  agents  in  Bergen  and  of  dealers  there  who  handle  j^arn  may  be 
had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices.  Kefer  to  file  No.  79706.J 
A  credit  of  three  months  is  usually  extended,  and  for  cash  a  discount 
of  2  per  cent  is  granted.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Bergen,  if 
possiblej  but  may  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  (Bergen  has  direct 
steamship  connection  with  New  York  by  the  vessels  of  the  Norwe- 
gian America  Line.)    Samples  should  be  furnished. 

Under  Nos.  42  to  47  of  the  Norwegian  import  tariff  (applicable  to 
all  countries  alike),  the  duties  on  cotton  yam  are,  per  100  pounds: 
Single,  unbleached,  $1.46;  single,  bleached,  $1.82;  single,  dyed  or 
printed,  $3.64.  The  duty  on  unbleached  yam  of  two  or  more  tnreads 
IS  the  same  as  on  the  single-thread  yam  unbleached ;  bleached,  $2.43 ; 
dyed  or  printed,  $4.25.  The  tare  on  all  the  foregoing  is  50  per  cent 
on  reels  or  rollers  of  wood,  wood  pulpj  paper,  pasteboard,  or  metal. 
No  duty  is  charged  on  the  paper  packing. 


FBOPOSED  CANADIAN  NOBTHEBN  BAIIWAT  STATION. 

[Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  Drittsb  Columbia,  Aug.  10.] 

The  Canadian  Northern  Railway  has  made  application  to  the  civic 
authorities  for  a  building  permit  for  the  erection  of  the  main  por- 
tion of  its  railway  depot  on  the  reclaimed  lands  of  False  Creek.  The 
estimated  cost  is  $574,929.  Tliis  jjermit  does  not  include  platforms 
or  sheds.  The  contractoivs  are  tht'  Northern  (Construction  Co.,  736 
Granville  Street,  Vam-ouver,  Britii-h  Cohniibia. 
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UNITED  STATES  BTmHG  SIAMOHie  FSOM  BBAZU. 

[Conxul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gettschalk,  Rio  de  Jantiro,  Aug.  8.] 

One  of  the  chief  sources  of  the  wealth  of  Brazil  was  for  many 
years  its  diamond  mines.  These,  liowever,  began  to  lose  th«r  im- 
portance with  the  advent  of  the  newly  discorered  diamond  fields  at 
South  Africa,  which,  because  of  their  easier  working  and  more 
clearly  defined  deposits,  produced  stones  at  a  lower  price.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  European  war,  however,  American  dianMMul 
buyers  have  shown  a  revival  of  interest  in  the  diamond  fields  of 
Brazil,  which  have  attracted  a  considerable  number  of  buyers.  The 
Brazilian  garimpeiro,  or  native  diamond  miner,  has  seen  prices 
rising  steamly  under  the  competition  of  the  foreigners. 

There  are  apparently  no  American  diamond  miners  in  the  country. 
The  business  is  done  entirely  by  purchase  from  the  garim;>eiro  or 
from  native  brokers  of  the  interior,  who  are  numerous.  A  packet 
of  stones  often  passes  through  many  hands  before  reaching  the 
actual  exporter. 
lUajr  Xaken  to  Scaeoast  \>y  CluuMe  JCestesK*'*. 

One  of  the  curious  features  of  the  trade  is  the  confidence  shown 
by  the  native  miner  in  certain  business  men  to  whom  he  will  some- 
times intrust  numerous  packets  of  uncut  stones  for  delivery  to  some 
distant  point,  without  exacting  a  receipt  and  without  fear  of  sub- 
stitutions or  loss.  As  a  result,  many  Brazilian  diamonds  reach  the 
seacoast  in  small  paper  packets  carried  in  the  breast  pock^  of 
chanoe  messengers,  so  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  obtaining  fram 
official  statistics  any  idea  of  the  extent  of  tiie  trade  or  of  the  pro- 
duction. 

Until  1914,  diamond  buying  here  was  largely  in  German  hands. 
N^umerous  Syrians  who  had  settled  in  the  interior  acted  as  brokers 
or  intermediaries,  and  many  traveling  German  buyers  made  theur 
purchases  direct  from  the  miners.  Onw  a  few  buyers  for  American 
firms  were  ever  seen  in  the  country,  and  most  of  these  were  German- 
Americans.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  European  war,  however, 
many  American  firms  have  evidently  been  sending  agents  here.  It 
is  tiie  general  impression  among  such  agents  that  if  the  demand  fear 
diamonds  of  this  class  keeps  up  in  the  United  States,  the  hi^^ier 
prices  which  our  market  offers  them  will  eventually  o-owd  com- 
peting buyers  out  of  the  field. 
Eaoonragts  SiMoreiy  of  Kew  inelds. 

The  Brazilian  Department  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Com- 
merce has  given  considerable  attention  to  this  matter,  and  efforts 
have  been  made  to  survey  existing  fields  and  to  encourage  the  dis- 
covery of  new  ones.  It  is  said  by  geologists  who  have  visited  the 
mining  regions  tiiat  usually  the  Brazilian  diamonds  are  found  in 
pockets,  sometimes  far  from' each  other,  and  that  this  erratic  geologi- 
cal distribution  has  made  it  difficult  to  exploit  the  diamond  fields. 

The  Brazilian  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Ciommerce, 
in  his  recent  report  to  the  Government,  speaks  of  tne  discovery  last 
year  in  the  Matta  de  Corda  and  on  the  slopes  of  the  divide  b^tweoi 
the  valleys  of  Sao  Francisco  and  Paranahyba,  of  extensive  forma- 
tions of  "  kimbeilite  "  (diamond-matrix  rock)  identical  with  the  de- 
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WOOD-FULP  SITXTi 

ICon-ul  General  Kruest  L.  ,^^^  ^^  the  belief  that  there  is 

The  manufacture  of  strong  siv,  in  Norrland  (northern  Baltic 
wood  pulp,  has  been  normal  duriOities,  but  it  is  statt-d  that  the 
Sundsvall  district,  however,  have  time  last  year, 
with  25  to  30  per  cent  overhead,  f  chemical  wood  pulp  and  paper 

Sulphate  kraft  pulp  has  been  uj>rinted  matter,  except  canceled 
(hat  no  tonnage  had  been  accumfed  or  removed.  But  exporters 
gation  opened  by  the  end  of  Mayty  in  obtaining  licenses  for  ex- 
13.1  per  cent  this  year,  against  %lp  mills  are  said  to  be  experi- 

The  embargo  of  the  Swedish  Hauber's  saK.  It  is  evident  that 
wood  pulp,  paper,  etc.,  has  not  |e  for  exports  of  chemical  wood 
on  the  other  hand,  licenses  for  exishange  for  licenses  from  foreign 
given,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  ,ron,  dyestuffs,  and  other  go(^s 
be  given  to  facilitate  exports  of  Hain  in  any  other  way. 
States.  certain  chemicals  from  America, 

DUttculties  In  Importing  Sulphate  of  freight  rates  present  a  serious  <*- 

Imports  of  sodium  sulphate  f hindrances  m  ease  the  Swedish 
tirely  ceased,  and  Germany  now  Sfor  permission  to  purchase  and 
article.    The  importation  of  tht»tates. 

articles  generally,  is  slovv  and  \ii  be  obtained  until  the  war  is 
have  experienced  real  difficultief 

chemical.  .  J^'""  *"  f*we<l<>u  were  publtslied  In 

A  more  serious  question  is  thafw-  26, 1»16.] 

the  beginning  of  this  war,  secure 

but  now  coal  is  extremely  difficitp^-  tjwvw  nftmoTPv 
mills  are  entirely  dependent  on'*'^  "^"»  IKDUSTEY. 
can  not  spare  much  of  its  own  4ved  by  those  who  seek  to  estab- 
have  obtained  Belgian  coal,  whiofitable  American  industry  have 
very  expensive,  on  account  of  ligation  upcm  which  the  Bureau 
substitute  for  coal  the  pulp  miJias  made  a  report.  The  publi- 
the  planing  mills  and  sawmillsJ2,  entitled  "  Development  of  an 
wood  and  No.  6  quality  sawn  <s  prepared  by  W.  A.  Graham 
countries  under  normal  circumad  in  textile  matters.  The  pres- 
wood,  but  labor  is  very  expensiwe  emphasized  the  necessity  of 
Much  labor  is  withdrawn  from  i 

tions.  nportant  among  those  that  are 

Price  Expected  to  Increase  While  War  find  SMne  artificial  method  of 

'  On  account  of  the  enormous  dc'inner,  thus  relieving  the  flax 
has  increased  to  375  to  400  cTO\f>  convince  the  American  public 
f .  o.  b.  Swedish  export  harbors,  as  any  other, 
is  to  rise  as  long  as  the  war  lastjction  of  flax  fiber  has  increased 
would  be  able  to  consume  nearly  fhe  report  states.  In  the  United 
The  Affarsvarlden  of  May  24,  Itntirely  for  the  seed,  which  is 

la  the  mechanical-pulp  market  the  "^^'^n  of  paints  and  varmshes. 
but  the  supply  Is  pretty  small,  so  tl«x  m  this  country  in  1915,  the 
crowns  ($42.88)  net  f.  o.  b.  Goteborg.'s  that  only  2.000  acres  were 
has  been  obtained  at  the  latest  salei^f  the  straw" from  the  seed-bear- 
and  the  quotations  remain  at  5u  ercjj;  "="  "^"' 

f.  o.  b.  Goteborg.    The  high  freiglit  •f'TV*     .,  •      ,        •  , 

new  sales  for  the  Norrland  pulp  nillf«i  lor  the  nommal  price  of  5 
for  sulphite  and  sulphate  pulp,  and  (juments.  Washington,  D.  C.,  or 
agreement  with  England  become  an  ^reau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
pulp  can  be  granted  to  the  fullest  ext  "^ 

firmer,  with  a  consequent  essential  ri  r^^^^I^ 
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WOOD-PULP  srnjATiow  nj  swedeh. 

[Consul  Uonrral  Krncst  L.  Barrls,  Stockholm,  July  11.1 

The  manufacture  of  strong  siJphate  wood  pulp,  so-called  kraft 
wood  pulp,  has  been  normal  durii^  the  past  year.  The  mills  in  the 
Sundsvall  district,  however,  have  found  their  normal  output  reduced 
with  25  to  30  per  cent  overhead. 

Sulphate  kraft  pulp  has  been  in  very  good  demand,  with  the  result 
<hat  no  tonnage  had  been  acciunnlating  for  exportation  when  navi- 
gation opened  by  the  end  of  May.  The  stock  of  kraft  wood  pulp  is 
13.1  per  cent  this  year,  against  36.5  per  cent  last  year. 

The  embargo  of  the  Swedish  Government  on  the  exportation  of 
wood  pulp,  paper,  etc.,  has  not  been  removed  and  is  still  in  force; 
on  the  other  hand,  licenses  for  export  to  Italy  and  France  ai-e  freely 
given,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  aoubt  that  licenses  will  continue  to 
be  given  to  facilitate  exports  of  wood  pulp  and  paper  to  the  United 
States. 
DUIlcvltles  in  Impoiting  Sulphate  of  Soda. 

Imports  of  sodium  sulphate  from  Great  Britain  have  almost  en- 
tirely ceased,  and  Germany  now  supplies  the  Swedish  mills  with  this 
article.  The  importation  of  the  sulphate,  as  well  as  of  all  other 
articles  genei-ally,  is  slow  and  unsafe,  but  until  now  only  two  mills 
have  experienced  real  difficulties  on  account  of  a  shortage  of  that 
chemical. 

A  more  serious  question  is  that  of  coal.  Sweden  has  always,  until 
the  beginning  of  this  war,  secured  her  supplies  from  Great  Britain, 
but  now  coal  is  extremely  difficiiU  to  obtain  from  that  quarter,  and 
mills  are  entirely  dependent  on  German  mines  for  coal.  Germany 
can  not  spare  much  of  its  own  coal  for  Sweden,  but  the  mills  here 
have  obtamed  Belgian  coal,  which  is  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  and 
very  expensive,  on  account  of  the  prevalent  high  freights.  As  a 
substitute  for  coal  the  pulp  mills  use  shavings  and  sawdust  from 
the  planing  mills  and  sawmills,  and  also  in  many  instances  split 
wood  and  No.  6  quality  sawn  goods,  which  are  exported  to  other 
countries  imder  normal  circumstances.  There  is  no  lack  of  ^Up 
wood,  but  labor  is  very  expensix-e  and  wages  are  continually  rising- 
Much  labor  is  withdrawn  from  the  industry  by  occasional  mobiliza- 
tions. 
Price  Expected  to  Increase  While  Wai  Lasts. 

'  On  account  of  the  enormous  demand  for  kraft  wood  pulp  the  price 
has  increased  to  375  to  400  c^o^vns  ($100  to  $107)  per  ton  net  cadi 
f .  o.  b.  Swedish  export  harbors.  Everything  indicates  that  the  price 
is  to  rise  as  long  as  the  war  lasts,  for  it  seems  as  if  Germany  alone 
would  be  able  to  consume  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Swedish  productioc. 
The  Affarsvarlden  of  May  24,  1»16,  states: 

In  the  mechanical-pulp  market  the  demand  for  dry  white  pulp  is  still  lively, 
but  the  supply  is  pretty  small,  so  that  prices  have  risen  somewhat,  and  180 
crowns  ($42.88)  net  f.  o.  b.  Goteborg,  Inclusive  of  ordinary  agent's  commission, 
lins  been  obtained  at  the  latest  sales'  For  wet  pulp  the  market  Is  unaltered, 
and  the  quotations  remain  at  55  crowns  ($14.74)  to  57  crowns  ($15.28)  net 
t.  o.  b.  Goteborg.  The  high  freight  rntes  continue  to  hamper  the  conclusion  of 
new  sales  for  the  Norrlnnd  pulp  niifts.  The  market  is  very  firm  indeed,  both 
for  sulphite  and  sulphate  pulp,  nud  «  uotatlons  are  rising  steadily.  Should  the 
agreement  with  England  become  an  nctunllty,  so  that  export  licenses  for  wood 
pulp  can  be  grnuted  to  tlio  fullest  extent,  the  market  will  certainly  become  still 
firmer,  with  a  consp<juciit  es.wntliil  r  so  In  price. 
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Stock  on  Hand  Snmller  Tkaa  Xast  Tear. 

Information  from  other  sources  leads  to  the  belief  that  there  is 
some  tonnage  of  sulphate  kraft  pulp  in  Norrland  (northern  Baltic 
ports)  awaiting  transportation  facilities,  but  it  is  stated  that  the 
stock  on  band  is  smaller  than  at  this  time  last  year. 

The  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  chemical  wood  pulp  and  paper 
cuttings  (pappersspan)  and  waste  printed  matter,  except  canceled 
postage  stamps,  has  not  been  modified  or  removed.  But  exporters 
state  that  they  have  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  licenses  for  ex- 
ports to  the  tJnited  States.  The  pulp  mills  are  said  to  be  experi- 
encing great  difficulty  in  obtaining  Glauber's  salt.  It  is  evident  that 
licenses  are  granted  as  far  as  i>ossible  for  exports  of  chemical  wood 
pulp,  in  certain  cases  probably  in  exchange  for  licenses  from  foreign 
countries  for  coal,  coke,  structural  iron,  dyestuffs,  and  other  goods 
which  Sweden  needs  but  can  not  obtain  in  any  other  way. 

Attempts  are  being  made  to  obtain  certain  chemicals  from  America, 
but  it  seems  that  the  unusually  high  f  rei^t  rates  present  a  serious  ci>- 
stacle,  and  there  may  also  be  other  hindrances  in  case  the  Swedish 
miUs  have  to  ask  some  third  party  for  permission  to  purchase  and 
import  such  goods  from  the  United  States. 

Statistics  r^arding  pulp  can  not  be  obtained  until  the  war  is 
over. 

[Previous  articles  on  tite  wood-pulp  sltnatioii  in  Swe<k>n  were  publlsl)«<l  in 
OoUHERCB  Repobts  for  jQly  26, 1915,  and  Feb.  26,  1916.] 


OEVELOFMENT  OF  AH  AMEBICAV  USES  TSJUUSIEY. 

Several  problems  which  must  be  solved  by  those  who  seek  to  estab- 
lish the  manufacture  of  linen  as  a  profitable  American  industry  have 
been  carefully  examined  in  an  investigation  upon  which  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cwnmerce  has  made  a  report.  Hie  publi- 
cstian  is  Special  Agents'  Series  No.  122,  entitled  "  I)evelopment  of  an 
American  Linen  Industry,"  and  was  prepared  by  W.  A.  Graham 
Clark,  who  is  especially  well  equipped  m  textile  matters.  The  pres- 
«it  high  prices  of  linen  and  flax  have  emphasized  the  necessity  of 
this  work. 

Two  questions  stand  out  as  most  important  among  those  that  ai-e 
presented  in  this  report.  One  is  to  mid  scHne  artihcial  method  of 
preparing  the  flax  straw  for  the  spinner,  thus  relieving  the  flax 
grower  of  this  ta^,  and  the  other  is  to  convince  the  American  public 
that  American-made  linen  is  as  good  as  any  other. 

The  only  country  in  which  the  production  of  flax  fiber  has  increased 
(XHHsistoitly  in  recent  years  is  Russia,  the  report  states.  In  the  United 
States  flax  has  been  raised  almost  entirely  for  the  seed,  which  is 
used  to  make  linseed  oil  for  the  production  of  paints  and  varnishes. 
Of  some  3,000,000  acres  devoted  to  flax  in  this  country  in  1915,  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  estimates  that  only  2,000  acres  were 
used  to  raise  flax  for  fiber.  Tlie  bulk  of  the  straw  from  the  seed-bear- 
ingplants  is  burned  and  used  for  fertilizer. 

TT»e  Bureau's  report  may  be  obtained  for  the  nominal  price  of  5 
cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or 
from  the  nearest  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Cmnmerce. 
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POWEB  CONTRACT  MADE  IN  TASMANIA. 

rConsMl  \V.  A.  Bickers,  Ifobart,  July  27.1 

In  previous  reports  it  was  forecasted  that  there  would  be  an  ex- 
tension of  the  State  hydroelectric  plant  at  the  Great  Lakes.  A  con- 
tract has  now  been  closed  between  the  hydroelectric  department  and 
Amalgamated  Zinc  (Ltd.)  of  Melbourne,  in  which  the  local  plant 
agrees  to  furnish  the  company  with  4,000  horsepower  not  later  than 
January  1,  1918. 

Amalgamated  Zinc  (Ltd.)  will  establisli  a  plant  here  for  the  elec- 
trolytic treatment  of  ores.  If  the  process,  which  is  similar  to  that 
used  by  the  Anaconda  Co.  of  the  United  States,  is  successful,  Amal- 
gamated Zinc  (Ltd.)  can  demand  an  additional  26,000  horsepower 
from  the  hydroelectric  department,  and  if  power  is  available,  a 
further  20,000  horsepower  will  be  supplied  to  this  company  upon 
its  request. 

The  Mount  Lyell  Mining  &  Railroad  Co.  also  is  negotiating  for 
25,000  horsepower  for  treatment  of  silver-lead  ores  in  the  Zeehan 
field,  and  the  Complex  Ores  Co.  (Ltd.)  has  contracted  for  3,500 
horsepower,  with  an  option  on  an  additional  G,500  horsepower  for 
a  carbide  and  ore-treatment  plant  that  will  be  constructed  at  North- 
west Bay  as  soon  as  conditions  become  more  favorable. 
Increased  Power  to  be  Offered  at  Beduced  Price. 

Amalgamated  Zinc  (Ltd.)  wiU  pay  about  $17  per  horsepower  per 
annum  for  the  initial  4,000  horsepower  and  has  already  paid  $68,131 
to  the  hydroelectric  department  for  the  first  year's  power.  In  case 
the  zinc  company  decides  to  avail  itself  of  the  privilege  of  demand- 
ing the  large  increase  in  power  on  which  it  has  an  option,  the  price 
will  be  $9.73  per  horsepower  per  annum. 

The  Tasmanian  Government  has  offered  a  tract-  of  land  near 
Hobart  to  the  zinc  company  for  its  plant,  but  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment is  necessary  to  confirm  the.  offer.  It  is  stated  that  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  locating  the  factory  elsewhere  in  case  Parliament 
will  not  grant  this  particular  tract. 

No  information  is  available  here  as  to  the  size  and  cost  of  the 
initial  plant  contemplated  by  the  zinc  company,  but  as  the  powei" 
will  be  available  by  January  1, 1918,  and  the  company  will  be  ehafged 
for  it  whether  it  is  used  or  not,  it  is  likely  that  woric  will  be  started 
in  the  near  future.  This  information  will  be  forwarded  as  so(to  as 
available.  Persons  interested  in  this  particular  phase  of  the  under- 
taking should  note  that  the  company  intends  to  employ  in  the  elec- 
trolytic treatment  of  zinc  concentrates  the  methods  employed  by  the 
American  company  mentioned,  although  it  may  happen  that  some 
minor  changes  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  best  results  from 
Australian  concentrates. 

IAitfcle«  oil  the  liydroelectiic  project  in  Tasniauin  wei*e  publlslietl  in  Com- 
MKRCK  HKiH)nT.s  for  Sov.  1  ami  Nov.  2,  1915.] 


EEPOET  ON  COTTON  GINNING. 

The  number  of  bales  of  cotton  ginned  in  the  United  States  from 
the  growth  of  lOlC  i)rior  to  September  1.  1910,  counting  round  as 
half  bales,  was  850.032.  coniiiared  with  463,883  to  the  corresponding 
<lnte  in  1915.  according  to  figures  compiled  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census.  *  ^  . 
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Tnr  xzHmo  in  siak. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C  Hanien,  Bangkok,  July  C.l 

The  main  portion  of  Siam's  tin  output  comes  from  the  ^alay  State 
Puket,  which  embraces  the  Provinces  of  Takuapa,  Pangnga,  Benong, 
Trang,  and  others  to  the  west  of  the  main  watershed  of  the  Malay 
Peninsula.  During  February  of  this  year  a  British  consular  officer 
undertook  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  tin  interests  in  these  districts 
and  has  recently  reported  as  follows : 

At  present  tia  operations  in  Takuapa  are  In  the  hands  of  the  Chinese.  The 
output  from  the  district  has  for  the  last  few  years  slightly  exceeded  500  tons 
annually,  but  it  has  declined  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  owing  to  the 
low  price  the  metal  has  at  times  commanded.  During  the  year  ended  March 
31,  1915,  497  tons  of  metallic  tin  were  recovered,  while  the  amount  for  the 
succeeding  nine  months  was  252  tons. 

Some  years  ago  a  Danish  company  obtained  a  concession  at  Pong,  some  500 
acres  in  extent,  for  mining  purposes.  A  subsidiary  company  was  formed  In 
liODdon  to  work  this  area  and  others  at  Huey  Yawt  in  Monthon  Puket  and  at 
Nong  Pet  near  Ronphlbnn  fn  the  adjoining  Monthon  of  Nnkon  Sritamarat.  This 
company  expected  its  bucket  dredge  to  arrive  at  the  end  of  April,  1916,  but,  owing 
to  difficulties  of  transport  between  Takuapa  and  Pong,  It  will  not  be  possible  to 
commence  mining  operations  before  April,  1917.  The  ground  is  said  to  average 
1  pound  of  tin  oxide  to  the  cubic  yard. 

Pangnga,  like  Takuapa,  Is  mainly  devoted  to  the  production  of  tin,  of  which 
over  800  tons  have  been  recovered  during  each  of  tlie  last  two  years.  For  the 
nine  months  ended  December  31  last  over  950  tons  of  metallic  tin  were  pro- 
dnced,  a  consldo^le  increase  thus  being  sliown. 

Taimuong,  some  40  miles  from  the  town  of  Pangnga,  is  peopled  almost  entirely 
by  Chinese,  who  are  engaged  in  mining  operations.  Tlie  output  of  tin  from 
the  Muang  of  Pangnga  Is  lilcely  to  Increase  in  the  future,  while  that  from 
Taimuang  is  expected  to  remain  stationary  for  the  next  three  years,  after  whlcii 
a  rapid  decline  is  anticipated.  Considerable  attention  is  now  being  given  to 
tbe  development  of  the  tin-mining  Industry  at  Tung  Maprow,  wUicii  is  also 
comprised  in  the  Muang  of  Pangnga. 


Increased  Deposits  at  Amsterdam  Savings  Bank. 

Vice  Consul  Eugene  Nabel,  at  Amsterdam,  the  Netherlands,  re- 
ports that  the  deposits  at  the  Amsterdam  Postal  Savings  Bank  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  Jime  30,  1916,  amounted  to  $4,454,746,  an  in- 
crease of  $1,125,234,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
wittidrawals  were  $3,863,384,  or  $748,854  less  than  during  the  last 
year.. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEAIT  OF  FOBEIOH  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 

DISTRICT  OFFICES.  COOPERITITE  0FFICS8. 


KBW  I'OKK :  Boom  409,  CmtoBkoos*. 

BOSroS:  IStk  foor,  Cutonkomr. 

CBKkCO:  SM  FeitenI  BfUlUag. 

n.  IiODI8:  402  Tkird  Nsttoul  Bulk  BailAsf. 

MUXTA:  SSI  Pnt  OMec  BalMlag. 

KKW  OBLEAXS:  lOSO  HIbfrnU  Buk  B«U4tBf. 

SAM  FBAXCUOO:  SO;  C««tOBkon«. 

SUSnX:  B48  Hearjr  BalUiag. 


CLEVEL4M>:  CkanbFr  of  Coaatrcf. 
CIKCIiniATI :  Ckcnbrr  of  Comarm. 
CIKCnWATI:  f.,  K.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  C». 
lAm  AXOGLES:  Cbaabrr  ol  Coaarm. 
PHILAIIELPIIU:  fkaaber  of  Coaacrce. 
rHATTA>00«A :  So«th  Aarrlna  Knnt,  Soath- 

«rB  Br.  Co. 
POBTLAKB,  OBE«.:  Ckaakcr  of  C*n*n«. 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBiniEHT  SUFFIIES  AJSTD  COBSTBTTCTIOH. 

[Corrpspondonce  sbould  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speciacations  can  nsoall; 
be  obtained  at  the  nointB  where  the  goods  are  to  \m  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed, lu  (iiKPK  where  the  time  limit  Ih  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  thf; 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  ot  such  offlces  to  racelrc  notices  caliine  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Repairing  of  light  rcsacl,  No.  3554. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
TJghtbouse  Insjiector,  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  September  12,  1916,  for  docking, 
(•leaning,  painting,  and  repairing  Light  Vcsgel  Xo.  80.  Information  may  be 
bad  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

CoHHlruction  trork,  Xo.  3.'»o5. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  6,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  post  office  at  Skow- 
hegnn,  Me.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  above  office. 

ilcdical  tupplies.  No.  3556. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Medical 
Supply  DeiKit,  Unitetl  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  September  21, 1916,  for  supplying  all  kinds  of  drug^,  including  aspirin, 
usafoetida,  caffeina  citrata,  cocaliue,  morphlnse  sulphuas,  etc. 

Cvnslriictlon  work,  No.  3557. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  11,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  mezzanine  floors  and  certain 
alterutions,  etc.,  at  the  post  office  and  courthouse,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Draw- 
ings and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  tlie  Sui>ervisiuK 
Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Jicfrioeration  plant,  No.  3558. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  203  New  Jersey  Avenue  SE_ 
Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  20, 1916,  for  a  refrigerating  plant  of  am- 
monia type  for  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  steamer  Survetfor.  Specifica- 
tions and  full  details  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

ilcdical  supplies,  No.  3559. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  21  M  Sti-eet  NB.,  Washington,  D.  C„ 
until  September  17,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  stationery,  surgical 
dressings,  rubber  aprons,  wash  basins,  folding  chairs,  egg  beaters,  lemon 
squeezers,  seamless  pitchers,  alcohol  stoves,  soap  boxes,  gl^iss  graduates,  etc. 

Dredging,  No.  3560. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Knglneer  Office,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  until  September  23,  1916,  for  dredghig 
in  Duck  Island  Harbor,  Conn.  Information  will  be  furnished  on  application 
to  above  office. 

Repairing  of  light  vessel,  No.  3561. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
lighthouse  Inspector,  Portland,  Me.,  until  Septeml)er  25,  1916,  instead  of 
September  18,  1916,  as  heretofore  advertised,  for  docking  and  r^«lrlng 
Portland  Light  Vessel  No.  74.  Information  furnished  on  application  to 
above  office. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  3562. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y, 
until  September  27,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  wire  letter  baskets, 
loose-leaf  binders,  wool  blankets,  prescription  books,  bath  robes,  pajama 
coats  and  trousers,  cotton  pillowcases  and  sheets,  towels,  etc. 

ilotor  launch,  No.  3563. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lightliouse 
inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  building  and  furnishing  a  42-foot  gasoline 
motor  launch,  complete.  Information  will  be  furnished  on  application  to 
the  above  office. 

Dredging,  No.  3564. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  7,  1916, 
for  dredging  in  the  t!ooper  River,.  S.  C,  from  Charleston  Harbor  to  the 
navy  yard.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  appllcatloD  to  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Cliarleston,  S.  C. 

Dories,  No.  3565. — Sealed  propo.sals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse  Inspector, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing  five  20-foot  power  dories.  Further  Info''- 
■nation  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Construction  tcork,  No.  .3,")60.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department.  Washington.  D.  C,  until 
October  12.  1016,  for  the  construction  of  the  post  office  at  Buckhannon. 
W.  Va.     Drawings  and  specificiitlons  may  Imj  obtaineti  on  applicatlou  to 

the  above  office.  (^ r^r^rf]t:> 
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POSEIOS  TBAHE  OFPOBTVinTIES. 

BMurred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  its  dlntrlct  officeii.  Request 
tor  each  opportunity  should  1>e  on  a  separate  sheet  and  utmt*  opportanlty  nnntber. 
X%e  Bnrem*  does  not  fornlBb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inqalrers ;  the  osnal  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.   ' 

Madiinery,  No.  22353.— The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  a  firm  In  the  United  States 
that  one  of  Its  cnstomers  In  France  wishes  to  receive  full  information 
relatire  to  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  wire  noils.  Tlie  machinery 
■will  be  purchased  by  tlie  firm  in  the  United  States. 

Printi»t  maOiinerv,  etc..  No.  ^354. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway 
ivrltes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  printing  machines,  to  be  used  principally  for  printing 
cards,  envelopes,  letterheads,  and  circulars,  etc.;  printing  machinery 
requisites,  modem  mercantile  type,  Ink,  etc.;  card  and  paper  cutting  ma- 
diioes,  wire-binding  machines,  perforating  machines,  and  manifolding  and 
dnplicating  ma<Aines.    Oorreepondence  in  EagUsh.    Reference. 

Rice  and  pea*.  No.  22355. — Supplementing  foreign  trade  oi^xirtunltles,  Nos. 
2188S  and  22008,  the  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  a  company  In  Cuba  wista«5 
to  form  commercial  relations  with  American  export^s  of  rice,  dried  peas, 
and  all  kinds  of  canned  fish. 

Mmebinery,  patent  medicines,  jewelry,  etc.,  No.  22856. — An  American  consular 
oflBcer  in  Argentina  writes  tliat  a  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  machinery,  patent  medi- 
cines, cotton  and  woolen  goods,  barrels  and  barrel  siiooks,  optical  and  sur- 
gical instruments,  cheap  Jewelry,  and  advertising  novelties.  Catalogues, 
advertising  material,  and  full  information  diould  be  sent  at  once.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  Englisli.    References. 

Hardware,  broonu,  etc.  No.  22357. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Ireland 
reports  that  on  American  citizen  in  his  district  wishes  to  establish  a 
general  store,  for  the  sale  of  such  Amwican  products  as  hardware,  brooms, 
cotton  goods,  etc.    References. 

Vaval  ttorcB,  No.  22358. — A  firm  in  Peru  informs  the  Burciui  tliut  it  wishes 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  producers  of  naval 
stores.  Including  general  provisions,  groceries,  anchor.«,  laulerns,  ropes, 
cables,  etc.    The  firm  wishes  to  secure  an  exclusive  agency.    References. 

General  representation.  No.  223.j0. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  that  a  business 
man  In  Italy  desires  to  secure  the  sole  agency  from  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters.    He  tUH>s  not  siiecify  any  particular  line.    Reference. 

Pltt^eround  equipment.  No.  2236U. — Tlie  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  in  I'eru  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  u  man  who  has 
undertaken  a  campaign  for  tlie  establishment  of  public  plaj-grounds.  Cata- 
logues and  full  Information  should  be  sent  to  the  man  and  to  the  com- 
mercial attach^ 

Foodstuffs,  hardware,  etc..  No.  22361. — A  firm  in  the  Unitetl  States  which  Is 
engaged  in  the  rubber  and  timber  business  in  Bolivia  Informs  the  Bureau 
that  It  is  establishing  a  large  warehouse  on  Its  property  and  would  like 
to  communicate  witli  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  foodstuffs, 
textiles,  hardware,  and  novelties.    The  firm  will  buy  on  its  own  account. 

Paints,  varnishes,  etc..  No.  22362. — A  business  man  In  Uruguay  writes  the 
Bureau  tliat  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  paints,  varnishes,  dislnfeclants,  and  drugs,  etc.  He  states  that  he  Is 
traveilng  througliout  South  America  representing  American  manufacturers. 
Reference. 

Witliin  two  weeks  of  the  publication  (in  a  Confidential  Circular) 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  an  opportunity 
for  the  sale  of  bleaching  powder  in  the  Netherlands',  a  New  York 
manufacturer  had  secured  nn  order  for  $31,000  worth  of  his  product, 
and  is  only  awaiting  a  license  from  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust 
to  make  shipment. 
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BETUBR  OF  COMHESCIAL  ATTACH^. 

American  business  men  will  be  glad  to  learn  of  the  return  to  this 
country  next  week  of  Mr.  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  our  commercial 
attache  for  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  and  the  Scandinavian  coun- 
tries. Prior  to  his  appointment  as  commercial  attache  in  15)14,  Mr. 
Thompson  was  engaged  for  upward  of  30  years  in  the  designing, 
building,  and  operation  of  cottonseed  oil  mills,  one  year  selling 
machinery  and  supplies,  three  years  selling  cottonseed  products  in 
Germany,  and  for  over  a  year  was  a  commercial  agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment or  Commerce,  engaged  in  investigating  and  reporting  upon 
foreign  markets  for  American  vegetable  oils  and  seed  products. 

During  his  incumbency  of  the  post  of  commercial  attache  Mr. 
Thompson  has  been  temporarily  stationed  at  The  Hague,  Nether- 
lands, owing  to  present  conditions  in  Europe  which  make  it  seem 
inadvisable  for  him  to  be  located  in  Beiiin,  as  originally  planned. 
A  large  part  of  the  attache's  time  at  The  Hague  has  been  devoted 
to  assisting  American  merchants  and  manufacturers  in  connection 
with  the  various  prohibitory  trade  enactments  of  the  warring  nations, 
and  he  has  been  instrumental  in  obtaining  the  lifting  of  several 
embargos  and  in  effecting  a  change  in  some  of  the  methods  adopted 
by  the  Governments  and  by  the  Netherlands  Overseas  Trust  in  regard 
to  the  operation  of  the  enactments  referred  to. 

Mr.  Tliompson  will  spend  several  months  in  this  country  on  official 
duty,  and  will  be  prepared  to  confer  with  representative  bankers, 
merchants,  and  manufacturers  regarding  trade  conditions  in  his 
district,  as  well  as  to  address  commercial  gatherings.  Requests  for 
appointments  should  be  addressed  promptly  to  the  "Bureau  of 
foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C." 


AHEBICAN  CONSTJLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCX. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name, 


Jewell,  John  F 

Kemper,  firoham  II 
UnzcUino,  Kos!!.... 
I.aioi;,  James  Oliver 
leonard,  Walter  A. 
Oitborne,  John  Ball 


Post. 


Expirft. 
Uonof 
Tenue. 


Clicfoo,  China Oct. 

Erfurt,  Germany Sept. 

I'orl  Antonio, Jamaica    Oct. 

Karachi,  India Sept. 

Colombo,  Ceylon Oct. 

Havre,  France |  Oct. 

Sept. 
Nor. 

.ArmslronK,  John  8 '  Bristol,  England 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson Puerto     Plata,     Do-     Oct. 

I      mtttican  Republic. 


Mansfield,  Kobert  E ,  Vancouver,  Canada  ■ 

Pike,  William  J ^  St.  (fall.  S»itt;rland..| 


.Vddress. 


Galena,  HI. 

Department  or  Statf ,  Wosblngtoo,  P.  C 

Do. 
r/o  Vniverslty  Clah,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Ess^x,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  WashingtoD,  V.C. 
UushvBle,  Ind.  , 

Department  of  State,  Washlnfrton,  V.  I. 

laoO  EuUw  Place,  BalUmore.  Md.^ 

C/o  Hallovell  &  Henry,  27  Pine  St"". 
New  York  City. 


n-AKiiixi;Ti).v  :  <:ovKiix.Mr.xT  I'rixtixo  ornc»:  i»w 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


University  Librakv 

etMMERCE  REPORTS 

CETON,    M  J.       DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  TBB  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  ule  by  t!ie  Superintesdent  of  DoninKsn,  Wuhincton,  D.  C,  it  {2^0  per  yeu 

No.  213      Washington,  D.  C,  Monday,  September  11  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Page. 

rommerclal  Ailares  In  tbe  Netherlands MS  Destgnsofdoorsand  windows  In  Soutb  America  951 

Short  Pacific  salmon  pack 945      Foreign  markets  for  explosives 851 

I'otilponemonl  of  work  in  Puerto  Coh»nbja 946  Porto  Rican  trade  organizations  to  aid  oofiee 

Mexican  oil  for  United  States 949         industry 9SC 

Cold  mining  near    GoTamment   railway   In  Improved  Canarv  potato  crop 957 

Alaska 94S  Schedule  ol  lees  for  Canadian  agricultural  loans  957 

Plans  for  quebracho  plant  in  Paraguay 946  Proposed  municipal  improvements  in  Tchttn.  957 

Construction  work 947  Proposed  resumption  oTsteamship  service  liom 

Heating  and  sanitary  engineering  In  Peking  ..  949         Colon 957 

Japanese  banking  plans  In  China 950  American  r  onsular  officers  on  leave  of  absence.  958 

Financing  macbuiery  imports  in  Russia 961      Manufacture  of  felt  goods  in  United  States 9SS 

The  season's  trade  In  Valencia  oranges 951  Construction  of  steel  steamer  in  British  Colum-  959 

Luekenbach  ships  to  startservlce  to  Austral-  bia 959 

asia 9G2      French  chamber  of  commerce  in  Braiil 959 

Tungsten  deposits  In  California  developed 953      Foreign  trade  opportunities 900 

COUHEBCIAL  FAIIUBES  JH  THE  NETHEBLANDS. 

[Vice  Consul  Eugene  Nabel,  Amsterdam,  Aug.  23.] 

A  recent  report  of  an  Amsterdam  commercial  bureau  states  that 
the  number  of  business  failures  in  the  Netherlands  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1916  was.666,  an  increase  of  93  over  the  like  period  in  1915. 
The  total  number  of  such  failures  from  January  1,  1916,  up  to  and 
including  August  19, 1916,  was  717,  as  compared  with  894  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year. 


SHOBT  PACIFIC  SAIUON  PACE. 

[Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Aug.  31.] 

Unofficial  reports  place  the  sockeye  salmon  pack  of  British 
Columbia  for  1916  at  200,000  cases,  while  the  Alaska  pack  of  pink 
f^almon  shows  a  shortage  of  1,000,000  cases  as  compared  with  1915. 
A  heavy  shrinkage  is  also  looked  for  in  the  Alaska  red  salmon  and 
the  Puget  Sound  sockeye. 

Pink  salmon  sold  in  the  early  season  of  1915  for  $0.65  a  dozen 
cans,  while  this  year  the  price  was  $0.90  in  San  Francisco  and  $1  in 
Seattle.  Alaska  red  salmon  sold  last  year  at  $1.50,  with  the  same 
price  this  year  at  San  Francisco  and  an  advance  of  $0.10  in  Seattle. 
The  short  pack,  together  with  the  heavy  war  demand,  is  given  as 
the  reason  for  the  increased  price. 


Postponement  of  Work  in  Puerto  Colombia. 

The  Colombian  Government  has  granted  permission  to  the  Bar- 
ranquilla  Railway  and  Pier  Co.  (Ltd.)  to  suspend  its  operations  in 
Puerto  Colombia  until  two  months  after  the  close  of  the  European 
war.  In  its  application  for  postponement  of  the.  date  of  completion, 
published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  July  19,  the  company  states  that  it 
is  unable  to  continue  the  work  of  extending  the  wharf  and  removing 
tji6  rocks  in  the  harbor  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  securing  needed 
mechanics  and  materials. 

J9«»2°-11  !-'4r> 
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UEZICAN  on.  FOR  ITNITED  STATES. 

(Consul  Claude  I.  Dawson,  Tamplco,  Aug.  14.] 

July  invoice  declarations  of  shipments  of  crude  petroleum  and 
petroleum  products  to  the  United  States  in  July,  .1916,  reached  a 
total  of  1,578,827  barrels  for  the  entire  district,  of  which  1,093,339 
barrels  went  from  Tampico  and  485,488  barrels  from  Tuxpam. 
Other  shipments  reported  amounted  to  180,210  barrels  from  Tampico 
and  696,887  barrels  from  Tuxpam.  In  addition,  92,254  barrels  in- 
voiced and  loaded  in  June  were  held  over  until  July  as  a  result  of 
unusual  local  conditions.  The  gross  shipments  therefore  totaled 
2,548,178  barrels,  against.2,732,738  in  May  and  2,394,829  in  June. 

The  Tuxpam  oil  movement  showed  a  steady  increase  for  several 
months;  but  at  Tampico  it  has  been  stationary.  It  would  have  been 
heavier  in  July  but  for  the  political  situation  obtaining  the  first  few 
days  of  the  period,  under  which  some  shippers  curtailed  output  and 
others  ceased  operations  altogether;  and  the  25  per  cent  war  tax 
imposed  by  local  military  decree  acted  as  a  bar  to  oil  exports  during 
the  few  days  it  was  in  effect. 

Improvement  in  Transportation  TaclUtie*. 

Oil  shipments  from  the  Tampico  district  from  month  to  month 
bear  little  relation  to  the  possible  production,  but  rather  reflect  the 
state  of  the  transportation  market.  In  this  respect  there  ie  constant 
improvement.  The  Petroleum  Transport  Co.  j(affiHated  with  the 
Huasteca  and  allied  concerns)  is  rapidly  au^enting  its  fleet  of 
tankers.  It  is  said  to  have  21  new  ships  building  or  contracted  for, 
all  to  be  of  large  carrying  capacity.  One  of  this  fleet  made  its  first 
voyage  to  Tampico  in  July,  the  George  E.  Paddleford.  A  constantly 
increasing  number  of  new  ships,  each  with  two  and  three  times  the 
cargo  capacity  of  the  older  vessels,  will  soon  open  the  way  for  a 
much  larger  volume  of  oil  shipments  from  the  district. 


GOLD  IfOmra  hear  OOVEBNHEirr  railway  in  atarva 

Gold  mining  in  the  Willow  Creek  district,  Alaska,  is  the  subject  of 
a  report  issued  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey.  The  region 
has  recently  been  the  scene  of  active  prospecting,  and  plans  are 
under  way  for  mining  on  several  properties  as  the  result  of  the  begin- 
ning of  the  construction  of  the  new  Government  railroad,  which  will 
pass  along  the  border  of  this  district. 

For  several  years  gold  has  been  produced  from  lode  mines  in  this 
region,  and  in  1915  the  value  of  this  product  amounted  to  nearly 
$250,000.  The  observations  made  by  the  Government  geologist  at 
several  of  the  more  developed  properties  indicate  that  the  lodes 

f)ersist  to  a  considerable  depth  and  that  the  ore  from  the  deeper 
evels  will  probably  be  free  milling. 

A  copy  of  the  report  (Bulletin  642-F)  may  be  obtained  free  on 
request  to  the  Geological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Flans  for  Quebracho  Flant  in  Faragnay. 

The  Congress  of  Paraguay  is  considering  the  application  of  s 
North  American  syndicate,  represented  by  John  Pope,  for  a  conces- 
sion to  manufacture  quebracho. 
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CONSTBUCTIOir  WORE. 

CANADA. 
[Consul  nenrf  n.  Balch,  Yarmoutb,  Nora  Scotia,  Aug.  20.] 
KoTing-Piotnre  Theater  to  be  Erected  and  Equipped. 

Work  on  the  new  moving-picture  theater,  to  be  known  as  the  New 
People's  Theater,  located  in  the  heart  of  Yarmouth,  is  to  begin  at 
an  early  date  so  as  to  be  completed  about  the  close  of  tne  present  year. 
The  plans  are  being  drawn  by  a  local  architect.  The  walls  are  to  be 
of  concrete  blocks.  The  floor  space  will  be  about  90  by  55  feet,  with 
a  total  seating  capacity  of  about  900,  including  gallery. 

An  entire  equipment  consisting  of  the  lighting,  chairs,  etc.,  as  well 
as  screens,  will  have  to  be  provided. 

[American  concerns  interested  in  furnishing  material  either  for  the 
building  or  the  equipment  should  communicate  at  once  with  the  man- 
ager, whose  name  and  address  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Kefer  to  file 
No.  79975.] 

[Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  Brlltsh  Columbia,  Aug.  12.] 
Wharf  ImproTements  in  VancouTer. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co.  has  called  for  tenders  for  dredg- 
ing in  front  of  its  wharves.  The  completion  of  this  work  will  give  a 
minimum  depth  of  30  feet  at  low  tide. 

This  companj^  is  now  making  arrangements  for  the  construction 
of  an  850-foot  pier,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,250,000.  It  is  expected 
that  this  pier  will  be  one  of  the  largest  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  North 
America.  A  double-deck  shed  will  be  erected  on  the  pier  when  com- 
pleted. 

The  company  recently  installed  on  its  docks  at  Vancouver  a  50-ton 
electrically  operated  derrick,  having  a  lifting  reach  of  80  feet,  the 
former  derrick  having  a  maximum  capacity  of  15  tons.  It  is  one  of 
the  latest  and  most  approved  type,  equipped  with  all  the  modern  de- 
vices for  the  efficient  and  quick  handling  of  heavy  loads,  and  cost 
between  $26,000  and  $30,000. 

n£W  ZEALAND. 
[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  1.) 
Ezpendltnres  on  Public  Works. 

According  to  a  statement  just  given  out  by  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works  of  New  Zealand,  there  was  a  total  of  $11,411,670  expended 
during  1915  on  public  works  in  New  Zealand  out  of  a  total  appro- 
priation of  $20,357,275,  leaving  a  balance  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1916,  of  $6,292,876.  This  large  surplus  is  owing 
to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment to  bring  down  the  expenditures  along  all  lines  to  the  lowest 
limit  possible  without  seriously  interfering  with  Government  matters 
in  general. 

Ihe  estimated  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  with  March  31, 
1917,  are  fixed  at  $8,945,605,  which  it  will  be  seen  is  largely  covered 
by  the  balance  now  on  hand  in  that  fund,  so  that  the  present  parlia- 
ment is  only  providing  for  $2,652,729  for  this  year. 

During  the  year  it  is  proposed  to  expend  about  $1,771,406  on  pub- 
lic buildings,  against  $1,634,044  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1916. 
The  principal  items  for  this  year  are  the  new  parliamentJjuildings, 
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police  headquarters,  and  government  printing  office,  now  under  erec- 
tion at  Wellington.  It  is  expected  to  complete  the  new  parliament 
building  during  this  fiscal  year. 

During  the  year  ending  with  March  31,  1917,  it  is  proposed  to 
expend  $2,043,980  on  new  roads  and  bridges,  against  $2,065,800  ex- 
pended during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Aside  from  the  above,  the  Auckland  city  council  has  outlined  a 
system  of  improvements  to  be  carried  out  within  the  next  few  years 
that  means  an  expenditure  of  about  $5,000,000  on  drainage,  streets, 
and  other  city  improvements,  in  addition  to  about  an  equal  sum  that 
it  is  proposed  to  expend  on  additionttl  water  supply  for  the  city. 
Irrigation  and  Dredgrlng  Work. 

Much  progress  has  been  made  in  irrigation  work  in  the  South 
Island,  and  especially  in  the  Ida  ValleVj  Central  Otago.  Two  con- 
tracts for  the  main  race  from  Manuherikia  Kiver  to  Alexandria  have 
been  let,  and  the  work  is  in  progress.  These  works  are  expected  to 
develop  some  rich  farm  lands. 

Some  extensive  dredging  work  is  being  done  in  the  North  Island, 
south  and  east  of  Auckland,  where  there  are  extensive  tracts  of  low 
lands  and  swamps  that  will  make  desirable  farms  and  grazing  lands 
when  properly  drained. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  is  assisting  in  this  undertaking  and 
encouraging  these  movements  very  materially,  which  means  mudi  for 
the  development  of  these  sections. 

There  is  also  an  urgent  move  on  the  part  of  the  chambers  of  com- 
merce in  Auckland  and  Onehunga  to  push  for  the  1,000-yard  ship 
canal  to  connect  the  bays  or  inlets  from  the  west  coast  of  New  Zea- 
land to  those  reaching  trom  the  east  coast  near  the  city  of  Auckland, 
thus  making  it  possible  for  vessels  to  pass  from  one  coast  to  the 
other  at  this  point. 
Demand  for  Srediring  and  BralniBg  ICaeUiMry. 

These  schemes  will  call  for  much  additional  dredging  and  drain- 
ing machinery,  and  full  information  relative  to  the  surplus  dredging 
machinery  that  has  been  used  on  the  Canal  Zone  should  be  sent  to 
this  consulate  general,  for  it  would  seem  much  of  this  could  be  used 
to  advantage  in  some  of  this  work,  particularly  the  dredging  of  the 
1,000-yard  ship  canal  and  deepening  the  channels  from  coast  to  coast, 
which  will  require  a  large  amount  of  work. 

TEIHIDAl). 

[Coasul  Andrew  J.  McConnico,  TrlnMad,  Brittsh  West  Indies,  Avg.  18.) 
Proposed  Harbor  ImproTeBcnts  for  Fort  of  Syaia. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1912  the  consulting  engineers  of  the 
Government  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  submitted  a  report  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Port  of  Spain,  involving  an  expendi- 
ture of  $3,211,200.  The  scheme  comprised  the  construction  of  deep- 
water  quayage  3,100  feet  in  length,  with  an  approach  channel  and 
basin,  an  extensive  reclamation,  and  the  requisite  shed,  railway,  and 
crane  equipment. 

On  account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  and  the  ex- 
pense involved,  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  present  lighter- 
age facilities  is  now  being  considered  as  an  alternative  to  the  project 
for  the  berthage  of  ocean-going  steamers.  This  new  scheme  will 
entail  an  expendture  of  approximately  $580,000,  and  will  tend  to 
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conserve  and  render  permanent  vested  interests  in  the  lighterage 
business.  If  adopted,  it  will  necessitate  the  widening  of  Queen's 
Wharf  15  feet  and  over  a  length  to  1,290  feet  to  provide  for  a  depth 
of  water  alongside  of  10  feet,  the  construction  of  six  jetties  of  100 
feet  or  more,  a  quay  wall  270  feet  in  length,  a  considerable  amount 
of  dredging,  the  extension  of  the  customs  building,  the  construction 
of  a  new  warehouse  for  bonded  goods,  and  a  new  American 
warehouse. 

HEATDra  AND  SAIHTABT  ENGINEEBIHG  IS  FEEING. 

[John  R.  Arnold,  In  charge  of  commercial  attacbt's  office,  Pckiog,  China,  July  'Jil.l 

There  are  indications  that  with  careful  development  on  the  ground 
a  good  future  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  business  of  importing  and 
installing  heating  and  sanitary  apparatus  and  equipment  in  the  cities 
of  North  China.  The  present  investigation  has  covered  only  the  city 
of  Peking,  but  it  is  understood  that  conditions  are  similar  iii  Tientsin 
anfl  elsewhere.  There  are  several  firms  engaged  in  the  business  at 
present,  but  much  the  most  active  of  these  is  an  American  concern 
with  a  head  office  in  Tientsin  and  a  branch  at  Peking.  The  only 
others  that  do  any  worth-while  business  are  two  of  British  nationulity. 
The  American  house  referred  to  has  in  Peking  an  experienced  heating 
and  sanitary  engineer  and  reports  an  excellent  beginning  of  business. 

The  winters  in  North  China  are  quite  severe,  and  an  adequate  heat- 
ing system  is  a  necessity.  Unlike  the  Japanese,  the  Chinese  are  ac- 
customed to  heat  their  houses  as  well  as  they  can  afford  during  the 
winter,  and,  while  with  characteristic  national  conservatism  they  will 
be  slow  in  coming  to  see  the  advantage  of  modern  central  heating 
plants,  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  they  will  do  so  in  time.  So  far 
most  of  the  orders  received  by  the  American  company  referred  to  have 
been  from  foreign  residents  and  business  houses.  Coal  is  plentiful  in 
the  region  roundabout  and  it  is  delivered  in  Peking  at  reasonable 
cost. 
Foreigners  the  Chief  Buyers  at  Present 

Sanitary  installations  are  more  likely  for  some  time  to  be  confined 
to  properties  w  ith  which  foreigners  are  concerned,  as  the  Chinese  are 
not  strongly  interested  in  this  subject.  There  is  no  sewer  system  in 
Peking,  and  existing  sanitary  arrangements  are  mostly  primitive, 
although  the  large  hotels  and  some  of  the  other  more  modern  build- 
ings occupied  by  foreigners  have  full  equipment.  There  is  a  very 
good  water  sj'stem  and  no  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  extension  of 
installations  of  this  character  when  a  demand  has  been  worked  up. 

While  Peking  is  not  a  treaty  port,  nor  even  a  commercial  center  of 
great  importance,  its  position  as  the  capital  of  China  is  likely  to  cause 
it  always  to  be  the  site  of  a  considerable  foreign  colony,  and  it  will, 
of  course,  attract  to  itself  large  numbers  of  Chinese  of  the  classes  able 
to  pay  for  foreign  comforts  of  the  kinds  referred  to,  and  who  have 
in  some  cases  been  more  or  less  accustomed  to  them. 

Imports  of  heating  and  sanitary  equipment  are  not  shown  sepa- 
rately in  the  Chinese  customs  statistics,  but  the  American  concern  just 
mentioned  is  said  to  have  imported  more  than  200,000  taels  (approxi- 
mately $125,000)  worth  of  boilers,  radiators,  and  other  heating  ap- 
paratus in  about  six  months,  besides  large  quantities  of  pipe,  valves, 
and  other  plumbing  equipment.  These  are  all  of  American  manu- 
facture. ^  I 
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JAPANESE  BAHKDfO  PLANS  IN  CHINA. 

(Oonaol  Qeneral  George  H.  Sddmore,  Yokobanui,  Japan,  Ans.  8.1 

Japan's  economic  investigation  committee  held  a  meeting  Angust  4 
in  the  Premier's  oflBcial  residence.  More  than  80  members  were 
present,  including  the  Premier  and  the  Ministers  of  Finance  and  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce.  The  chief  purpose  was  to  discuss  the 
plans  for  the  establishinent  of  the  Sino-Japanese  Bank  and  the  Man- 
churian  Bank,  which  had  just  passed  the  financial  subcommittee. 
The  plans  as  amended  by  the  subcommittee  were  adopted.  As  al- 
ready announced  in  Commerce  Reports,  the  amounts  of  capital  for 
these  two  institutions  are,  respectively,  $9,970,000  and  $4,985,000. 
Both  are  to  be  joint  enterprises  of  Japanese  and  Chinese  capitalists. 
They  are  authorized  to  issue  notes  payable  on  sight,  but  are  for- 
bidden to  issue  and  sell  premium  debentures  in  Japan. 

It  is  provided  that  the  business  of  the  Sino-Japanese  Bank,  says 
the  Japan  Advertiser,  shall  include  loans  against  reliable  securities, 
and  mortgages;  acceptances,  underwriting,  or  purchase  of  loan  bonds, 
stocks,  and  shares:  trust  business,  deposits,  discounting  of  bills,  col- 
lection of  money,  drawing  of  drafts  and  money-order  Bills,  purchase 
or  sale  of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  money  exchange,  ana  banking 
agencies. 
Bntinets  of  the  Xaachnrian  Bank. 

The  business  of  the  Manchurian  Bank  is  to  include  loans  against 
the  security  of  landed  estates,  commercial  privileges,  or  public  reve- 
nue, and  other  rights  on  landed  estates  on  condition  of  repayment  in 
annual  or  periodical  installments;  loans  against  the  mortgages  of 
railways  and  other  reliable  properties;  loans  against  the  security  of 
bonds,  debentures,  stocks,  and  other  valuable  documents  or  proper- 
ties, deposits,  discounting  of  bills,  collection  of  money,  drawing  of 
drafts  and  money-order  bills,  trust  business,  purchase  or  sale  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion  and  money  exchange,  banking  agencies,  and  the 
acceptance,  underwriting,  or  purchase  of  bonds,  debentures,  or  stocks. 

It  was  decided  that  the  Government  would  grant  a  subsidy  to  both 
banks  for  10  years.  This  subsidy  is  to  be  large  enough  to  guarantee 
minimum  dividends  of  6  per  cent  for  shares.  In  the  case  of  the  Sino- 
Japanese  Bank,  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  directors 
may  be  nominated  from  among  Chinese  ^areholders. 

The  Advertiser  says  it  was  decided  that  the  Government  should 
open  negotiations  with  the  Chinese  Government  about  these  banks. 
Beport  of  Postal  Savingi  Bank  Department. 

The  report  of  the  Postal  Savings  Bank  Department  of  Japan,  says 
the  Japan  Times,  shows  that  the  amount  of  postal  savings  has  greatly 
increased  during  the  past  year.  The  most  noteworthy  increase  in 
the  number  of  depositors  and  amount  of  deposits  is  seen  in  Korea, 
.  Manchuria,  and  Formosa.  The  number  of  depositors  at  the  end  of 
July  was  14,263,826,  and  their  total  deposits  amount  to  $131,190,014. 
The  increase  during  the  year  in  the  number  of  depositors  was  1,270,- 
450.  with  a  total  of  $27,159,258. 

The  number  of  depositors  in  the  settlements  of  Formosa,  Man- 
churia, and  Korea  is  now  1,271,771,  with  funds  of  $7,626512.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  the  number  of  depositors  increased  by  277,827  and 
the  deposits  by  $1,574,780. 

[A  previous  report  on  the  plans  for  the  SIno-Japnnese  and  Manchurian  Banks 
was  published  In  Commebce  Reports  for  Apr.  6,  1916.] 
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FIHANCINO  MACHUmBT  IMFOBTS  IN  STTSSIA. 

[Commeroial  Attacb«  Henry  D.  Baker,  retrograd,  June  14.] 

Imports  of  machinery  &ad  machine  tools  into  Russia,  always  very 
important,  are  especially  so  at  present.  Next  to  cotton,  the  largest 
item  in  connection  with  imports  into  Eussia  from  the  United  States 
is  agricultural  machinery,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  arranged  for 
by  an  American  company  that  has  branch  offices  throughout  Russia 
and  Siberia.  There  are  also  fair  imports  of  traction  engines  and 
thrashing  machinery.  Next  to  cotton  and  agricultural  machinery  and 
tools,  the  largest  import  from  the  United  States  to  Russia  is  general 
machinery  and  machine  tools,  including  a  certain  small  amount  of 
mining  machinery,  l^revious  to  the  wc.;*  there  was  imported  into 
Russia  by  way  ol  Germany  about  two  and  one-half  times  as  much 
American  machinery  and  mhchine  tools  as  were  imported  direct  from 
the  United  States.  German  firms  were  ready  to  pay  cash  on  the 
documents  in  New  York  and  to  extend  credit  in  Russia,  making  use 
of  a  well-developed  credit  information  system. 

The  whole  structure  of  business  in  Russia,  especially  the  machinery 
and  machine-tool  business,  is  built  upon  credit,  which  has  been  found 
necessary  owing  to  competition  in  selling  goods  and  the  need  of 
credit  by  dealers  often  remotely  situated  from  the  chief  trade  centers 
anrl  requiring  much  time  for  turnover  of  their  goods.  Many  able 
and  enterprising  conceras  have  built  up  a  good  business  by  distribut- 
ing the  products  of  manufacturers  who  have  not  the  capital  to  do 
business  except  on  a  credit  basis.  The  representative  of  one  of  the 
largest  industrial  establishments  in  the  United  States  makes  the 
statement  that  his  losses  through  extending  credit  in  Russia  for  the 
last  20  years  have  been  less  than  2  per  cent.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
there  are  many  manufacturers  who  use  so  small  a  percentage  in 
figuring  their  costs  to  cover  bad  debts. 

American  firms  usually  require  cash  against  documents  in  New 
York  before  selling  machinery  or  machine  tools  in  Russia,  and  have 
thus  let  their  business  drift  into  the  hands  of  German  firms.  Eng- 
lish firms  take  payment  for  machinery  and  machine  tools  with  terms 
one-third  payment  with  order,  one-third  when  shipped,  and  one- 
third  on  receipt  of  the  goods  by  purchasers.  German  firms  previous 
to  the  war  gave  credits  for  such  merchandise  of  6  to  9  or  even  18 
months.  A  great  deal  of  such  merchandise  is  sold  at  the  Nizhni- 
Novgorod  fair  on  the  basis  of  payment  at  the  next  year's  fair.  Dur- 
ing the  present  war,  with  credit  conditions  abnormal,  importers  are 
generally  required  to  pay  cash  with  their  orders. 

THE  SEASON'S  TBADE  IN  VALENCIA  OBANOES. 

IConsnl  John  It.  Putnam.  Valencia,  Spain,  Aug.  12.] 

The  season  closed  on  July  15,  1916,  with  total  shipments  of 
oranges  by  sea  amounting  to  4,341,959  cases,  including  nearly  3,700,- 
000  cases  to  the  British  Isles,  as  compared  with  an  exportation  during 
the  1914-15  season  totaling  4,617,563  cases,  of  whicn  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  received  3,623,000  cases. 

Shipments  to  France  show  an  increase  of  over  100,000  cases,  while 
those  to  the  Netherlands  and  Italy  have  decreased  by  about  180,000 
and  140,000  cases,  respectively.  There  was  also  n  falling  off  of  nearly 
90,000  cases  in  shipments  to  Denmark,  and  of  36,496  cases  to  Buenois 
Aires. 
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LIJCKENBACH  SHIPS  TO  STABT  SEBVICE  TO  AITSTKALASIA. 

[Consul  Genera]  Alfrod  A.  Wlnalow.  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  Aug.  2.] 

There  is  still  a  shtu-taee  in  shipping  space  from  the  United  States, 
but  conditions  seem  to  be  improving  very  materially,  and  supplies 
from  American  sources  are  coming  forward  much  more  satisfactorily. 
Improved  conditions  appear  to  be  due  partly  to  the  amalgamation  of 
the  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  with  the  New  Zealand  Shipping 
Co.  and  the  Federal  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  which  forms  a  combina- 
tion controlling  about  90  steamers.  It  is  proposed  that  the  steamers 
of  the  New  Zealand  Shipping  Co.  be  sent  through  the  Panama  Canal 
to  England,  with  the  idea  of  sending  them  later  via  Atlantic  ports 
of  the  United  States.  In  fact,  the  last  steamer  leaving  here  by  that . 
line  is  to  call  at  Newport  News  for  coal  as  an  experiment. 

The  purchase  of  15  fine,  large  steamers  by  the  Australian  Govern- 
ment for  service  between  that  country  and  the  United  Kingdom  will 
very  materially  relieve  the  strain  on  the  regular  shipping  to  this  part 
of  the  world  and  will  have  a  tendency  to  improve  conditions  in 
general. 
Sailing  rader  Amerioaa  ¥\tig,  Aitlves  on  Kalden  Voyaire. 

The  arrival  here  July  19  of  the  steamship  Edgar  F.  Luckenbach, 
of  the  Luckenbach  Steamship  Co.,  New  York,  sailing  under  the 
American  flag,  with  a  cargo  of  gasoline,  benzene,  and  kerosene  for 
New  Zealand  ports,  means  much  for  American  business  in  Austra- 
lasia. The  Edgar  F.  Luckenbach  had  on  board  289,000  cases.  A 
few  days  later  the  steamer  Florence  Luckenbach,  of  the  same  com- 
pany, arrived  in  Wellington,  New  Zealand,  loaded  with  automobiles, 
of  which  320  were  discharged  at  that  port  and  the  balance  taken  to 
Australian  ports.  It  is  stated  that  another  steamer  belonging  to  this 
company  is  now  loading  in  New  York.  These  are  modern  8/)00-ton 
steamers,  recently  built  m  the  United  States.  The  Edgar  P.  Lucken- 
bach was  on  its  maiden  voyage.  The  steamers  are  classed  as  13-knot 
boats. 

It  is  planned  that  these  steamers  shall  not  return  direct  to  United 
'  States  ports  through  the  canal,  but  pick  up  cargo  in  Australasia  for 
such  ports  as  may  oe  most  advantageoua  According  to  the  best  in- 
formation obtainable  here,  however,  this  company  proposes  to  estab- 
lish a  regular  line  from  the  United  States  to  Australasia  and  returp 
as  soon  as  conditions  become  normal  and  New  Zealand  and  Australian 
exports  are  moving  freely  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

Extensive  Demand  for  Cargo  Space  Expected. 

It  is  thought  that  the  demand  for  cargo  space  from  Australasia  to 
the  United  States  will  more  than  equal  the  exports  of  the  United 
States  to  Australasia  when  conditions  become  normal. 

It  is  understood  that  freight  rates  from  New  York  have  been  some- 
what reduced  recently,  and  that  the  outlook  is  good  for  additional 
decreases  in  the  near  future.  The  hope  is  expressed  here  that  con- 
ditions will  become  somewhat  better  between  the  west  coast  of  the 
United  States  and  New  Zealand,  for  the  rates  have  been  exceedingly 
high  during  the  past  few  months.  A  rate  of  $50  per  ton  was  paid 
recently  on  traction  engines,  which  could  be  shipped  to  this  country 
before  the  war  at  the  rate  of  $10  per  ton.  The  Uppers  had  difficolty 
in  getting  space  even  at  that  rate,^ 
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It  is  reported  here  that  some  shippers'  agents  in  New  York  ad- 
vertise space  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  who  in  turn  holds  this 
space  at  a  higher  rate,  and  allots  it  to  those  who  are  willing  to  pay 
a  heavy  advance.  This  means  that  the  consumer  in  this  country 
is  obliged  to  pay  exceedingly  high  prices  for  foreign  wares,  a  con- 
dition which  has  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  consumption. 

[A  previous  discussion  of  the  shippinj;  situation  l>etween  the  United  States 
and  New  Zealand  was  published  in  Commebce  Repokts  for  July  18,  lOlC] 


TTJKGSTEN  DEPOSITS  IN  CALIFOENIA  DEVEIOPED. 

Tungsten  deposits  in  California,  which  were  discovered  in  1913,  but 
remained  practically  unknown  until  the  spring  of  1916,  have  recently 
yielded  considerable  quantities  of  the  mineral  under  the  stimulus  of 
the  increased  demand.  A  representative  of  the  United  States  Geo- 
logical Survey,  who  has  visited  the  plant  established  there,  finds  that 
the  ore  bodies  have  some  remarkable  characteristics. 

The  deposits  are  8  miles  west  of  Bishop,  Inyo  County,  Cal.  On 
April  7  the  Standard  Tungsten  Co.  began  work.  Trails  and  roads 
were  built,  ore  bodies  were  opened  up,  a  mill  was  erected,  and  electric 
power  was  brought  in.  On  June  7  the  mill  began  to  crush  ore.  The 
Tungsten  Mines  Co.,  started  work  on  May  1,  and  by  the  latter  part  of 
July  had  completed  a  mill  of  300  tons  daily  capacity,  and  was  rapidly 
opening  its  main  ore  body,  disclosing  a  lode  as  much  as  60  feet  wide. 
This  activity  has  greatly  stimulated  prospecting,  and  tungsten  has 
been  found  in  a  belt  15  miles  long. 

The  ore  bodies,  it  is  found  by  the  Geological  Survey,  are  of  a  kind 
not  mentioned  by  the  recognized  authorities  on  ore  deposit;?  as  a 
commercial  source  of  tungsten.  The  ore  consists  of  scheelite  asso- 
ciated mainly  with  garnet,  epidote,  and  quartz.  The  general  country 
rock  is  granite,  but  m  it  are  scattered  masses  of  limestone,  which  be- 
came mineralized  at  the  time  when  the  granite  cooled  from  a  molten 
condition.  The  limestones  were  altered  to  masses  of  garnet  carry- 
ing subordinate  scheelite  by  the  metallic  vapors  then  given  off,  and 
these  are  the  ore  bodies  now  worked.  They  average  about  2  per  cent 
of  tungsten  trioxide  (WO3). 


DESIGNS  OF  DOOBS  AND  WINDOWS  IN  SOUTH  AMEBICA. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  had  prepared 
blue  prints  showing  designs  of  doors  and  windows  common  in  South 
American  countries.  Some  of  these  show  designs  of  the  massive  orna- 
mental front  doors  that  are  in  high  favor  for  city  residences,  others 
of  .the  less  expensive  front  and  rear  doors,  as  well  as  several  windows 
and  window  doors,  together  with  their  dimensions.  These  were  pre- 
pared from  drawings  furnished  by  Special  Agent  Roger  E.  Simmons 
in  connection  with  his  reports  "  Lumber  Markets  of  the  East  Coast 
of  South  America,"  Special  Agents  Series  No.  112,  and  "Lumber 
Markets  of  the  west  and  North  Coasts  of  South  America,"  Special 
Agents  Series  No.  117,  in  which  publications  is  given  an  account  of 
the  sash  and  door  market  in  each  country.  These  prints  will  be  loaned 
to  firms  interested.    (Refer  to  files  Nos.  741  and  772.) 
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FOBEIGN  HABKETS  FOB  EXPLOSIVES. 
BRAZIL. 

[CoDSjI  Geueral  A.  L.  M.  Uottscbalk,  Dlo  de  Janeiro,  Jane  3.] 

The  Brazilian  trade  in  explosives  seems  to  have  been  held  in  the 
past  almost  entirely  by  the  two  Nobel  concerns  of  England  and 
(jlermany,  respectively.  It  is  believed  that,  prior  to  the  war,  these 
two  concerns  had  some  working  agreement  by  which  they  avoided 
sHch  competition  as  would  interfere  materially  with  the  hold  their 
product  had  upon  the  market.  The  only  American  interest  in  this 
line  that  has  been  represented  here  in  the  past  appears  not  to  have 
formed  part  of  this  group,  but  some  years  ago  it  was  intrusted  with 
the  construction  of  the  Brazilian  Government's  powder  works  at 
Piquete  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo. 

Far  more  serious  as  a  competitor  to  the  Nobel  interests  than  our 
American  product  was  the  competition  of  a  purely  local  explosive 
known  as  ^ygia. 
Conditions  Pavorable  to  American  Kannfaotvrers. 

It  is  quite  certain  that,  with  the  almost  complete  cessation  of 
exports  of  explosives  from  European  countries,  there  is  to-day  some 
demand  for  explosives  in  most  South  American  countries  which  our 
American  firms  should  be  called  upon  to  fill.  In  Brazil,  however,  the 
almost  complete  cessation  of  railroad  extension,  and  building  and 
mining  operations  that  demand  blasting  rock,  make  this  demand 
relatively  small.  American  manufacturers  also  have  to  contend  with 
a  railroad  situation  at  home,  and  with  an  ocean  freight  situation 
abroad,  which  make  the  proper  filling  of  orders  extremely  difficult 

The  chief  factor  in  the  business  for  any  firm  that  may  be  interested 
is  the  control  of  some  space  for  storage.  Cargoes  of  explosives 
landing  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  most  of  them  are  received  for  dis- 
tribution through  the  country,  may  be  stored  under  municipal  regu- 
lations only  at  places  within  a  given  distance  from  the  city  limits, 
or  the  bay  shore,  and  the  islands  of  the  bay  are  therefore  practically 
the  only  places  available  for  the  purpose. 
Interests  Bepresented  Previons  to  the  War. 

Before  the  war  the  market  was  controlled  by  the  Nobel  product, 
the  English  Nobel  interest  being  represented  here  by  a  group  of 
three  firms,  one  of  which,  owning  very  good  storage  space,  appeared 
to  have  the  actual  representation,  while  another  did  most  of  the 
actual  selling,  and  the  third  owned  adequate  storage  space  and  did 
some  selling.  The  German  Nobel  interest,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
intrusted  to  one  (German)  firm,  which  probably  sold  both  directly 
and  through  a  great  number  of  Cferman  firms  here.  The  only  Amen- 
can  explosives  here  were  handled  by  a  local  house  which  had  doubt- 
less obtained  the  representation  or  the  American  firm's  brand  be- 
cause it  happened  to  control  some  storage  space  on  one  of  the  islands 
of  the  bay. 

Brazilian  imports  of  dynamite  during  1913,  1914,  and  1915  were: 
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SuMescfnl  Trade  Beqnires  Storage  Aeoonunodatlont. 

To  build  up  anything  like  a  lasting  trade  in  American  high- 
power  explosives  here  the  American  manufacturer  should  find  not 
only  a  suitable  local  person  to  handle  his  goods,  but  a  person  who 
has  storage  accommodations.  European  interests  seem  to  have  ac- 
quired almost  complete  control  over  space  that  is  available  for  that 
purpose. 

The  formula  of  "stygia"  is  not  disclosed.  I  am  told  that  one 
of  its  essential  constituents  is  "  trinitro-toluol,"  which  the  firm  has 
recently  been  trying  in  vain,  it  states,  to  obtain  from  the  United 
States.  "  Stygia  "  is  sold  in  large  quantities  here,  and  invariably 
undersells  either  the  Nobel  or  me  American  products.  It  is  de- 
scribed as  an  explosive  of  good  qualities,  resisting  the  concussion 
of  a  rifle  bullet  even  at  short  distances,  not  subject  to  freezing, 
and  not  easily  ignited  by  a  flame.  Its  hygroscopic  power  is  said 
to  be  low,  so  that  it  may  be  stored  in  damp  places.  The  claim  is 
made  that  it  is  18  per  cent  superior  to  dynamite.  It  is  manu- 
factured by  a  firm  which  has  offices  in  this  city  and  factories  at 
Nictheroy,  in  the  State  of  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

(A  list  of  dealers  in  powder  and  explosives  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  may  be  obtained 
from  tlje  Bureau  of  Forelfm  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78018.] 

OVATEXALA. 

(Consal  Stoart  K.  Lupton,  Guatemala  City,  Jiuie  27.] 

Xettrlotlea*  TTpoB  Imports  Established  by  Qoremment 

According  to  paragraph  2  of  the  Guatemalan  customs  tariff,  the 
importation  of  breech -loading  and  repeating  firearms  of  the  .58, 
.50,  .44,  and  .43  calibers  is  forbidden.  According  to  paragraph  5, 
the  importation  of  carbines  or  rifles  such  ^s  are  used  by  the  National 
Army  is  prohibited.  Paragraph  12  further  provides  that  Evans, 
Winchester,  and  Remington  rifles  shall  not  be  imported.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  it  is  understood  that  no  importation  of 
firearms  is  permitted  without  a  special  permit  from  the  Minister 
of  War  or  tne  President  of  the  Republic  for  each  shipment.  The 
duties  leviable  on  firearms  are  as  foUows: 

Parapmph  847:  Breech-loading  or  repeating  firearms,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied, except  of  the  calibers  .58,  .50,  .44,  and  .43,  the  importation  of  which 
is  forbidden,  and  their  repair  parts — Per  kilo  (2.2  pounds)  net  weight,  plus 
weight  of  Inside  paclcing,  2  pesos. 

Paragraph  848:  Firearms'  if  all  sorts,  not  breech-loading  or  repeating,  and 
their  repair  ports — Per  liilo,  including  weight  of  inside  wrapping,  0.75  peso. 

Paragraph  903:  Air  rifles — Per  liilo,  including  weight  of  inside  wrapping, 
3  pesos. 

Sale  of  AmmnnitioB  a  Government  Xonopoly. 

The  importation  and  sale  of  ammunition,  explosives,  and  salt- 
peter is  a  Government  monopoly.  Paragraph  6  of  the  customs 
tariff  prohibits  the  importation  of  cartridges  for  rifles,  shotguns, 
and  revolvers  of  all  kinds  and  calibers;  paragraph  9,  that  of  potas- 
sium nitrate  (saltpeter)  in  amounts  exceeding  10  kilos;  paragraph 
10,  that  of  nitroglycerin  or  dynamite ;  paragraph  11,  that  of  powtler 
of  all  kinds. 

Tlie  Government  imports  these  and  sells  to  local  buyers.  The 
care  and  distribution  of  the  stock  is  given  to  the  Direcci6n  General 
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de  Licores  y  Ramos  Estancados,  .Guatemala  City.  The  contract 
for  these  supplies  has  usually  been  given  to  a  firm  at  Guatemala 
City,  which  nas  an  office  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

The  importation  of  empty  shotgim  shells  (both  brass  and  card- 
board), wads,  percussion  caps,  and  limited  quantities  of  saltpeter 
is  permitted.  I  understand  that  the  importation  of  empty  rifle 
shells  is  not  allowed.  The  duties  provided  by  the  customs  tariff 
are: 

Paragraph  1670. — ^Empty  shotgun  shells. — ^Per  kilo  of  2.2  pounds,  gross 
weight,  0.00  peso. 

Paragraph  1989. — Cardboard,  felt,  or  waste  wads  for  firearms. — Per  kilo. 
Including  weight  of  Inside  wrapping,  0.50  peso. 

Paragraph  1247. — Copper  or  brass  percussion  caps  for  firearms. — ^Per  kilOk 
including  weight  of  inside  wrapping,  1  peso. 

Paragraph  S70i. — Potassium  nitrate,  the  importation  of  quantities  exceeding 
10  kilos  per  single  consignment  being  prohibited. — Per  kilo,  net  weight,  0.40 
poso. 

These  duties  are  payable,  one-half  in  American  gold  and  one- 
half  in  the  local  currency.  The  Guatemalan  peso  is  worth  to-day 
$0.0246  gold.  Thus  the  duty  on  1  kilo  of  percussion  caps,  1  peso, 
would  be  50  cents  gold,  plus  50  centavos,  equal  to  about  $0.5123  gold. 

Those  connected  with  the  Government  importations  are:  Presi- 
dent Manuel  Estrada  Cabrera,  Ministro  de  Hacienda  y  Credito 
Publico,  Ministro  de  la  Guerra,  Ministro  de  Fomento,  Director  Gen- 
eral de  Licores  y  Ramos  Estancados,  and  Schwartz  &  Co. 

[A  list  of  firms  that  sometimes  import  firearms  and  purchase  powder, 
cartridges,  etc.,  from  the  Guatemalan  Government  for  retailing  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78531.] 


FOETO  BICAN  TKASE  OBOAlOZATIOirS  TO  AID  COFFEE  IHSUSTBT. 

[Commercial  Agent  Uarwood  Hull,  Saa  Juan,  Sept.  1.] 

The  Insular  Chamber  of  Commerce,  coinposed  of  local  business 
organizations  in  the  six  largest  cities  of  Porto  Rico,  cooperating 
with  the  National  Coffee  Growers'  Association,  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing just  closed,  decided  to  send  a  representative  to  the  United  States 
to  visit  the  various  chambers  of  commerce,  boards  of  trade,  and 
other  business  organizations,  in  an  effort  to  arouse  interest  in  ob- 
taining a  market  for  Porto  Rican  coffee  in  the  United  States  and  to 
otherwise  work  for  the  upbuilding  and  protection  of  this  industry. 
Coffee  men  assert  the  industry  is  languishing  chiefly  because  the 
island  can  not  sell  its  coffee  in  Cuba  and  Spain,  its  two  best  markets, 
as  favorably  now  as  during  the  Spanish  regime,  when  concessions 
were  made  to  products  from  the  Spanish  colonies,  and  also  because 
a  satisfactory  American  market  has  not  been  developed. 

In  the  year  ending  June  30,  1916,  Porto  Rico  exported  31,634,975 
l>ounds  of  coffee,  valued  at  $4,976,288,  to  foreign  countries,  and 
509,158  pounds,  valued  at  $77,965,  to  the  United  States.  Cuba  pur- 
chased 18,521,991  pounds  for  $2,739,549;  Spain,  7,454,410  pounds, 
valued  at  $1^42,715.  Italy,  France,  and  Sweden  were  the  next 
largest  buyers. 

Arturo  JBravo,  San  Juan,  is  secretary  of  the  Insular  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  X.  Mariani,  Ponce,  is  president  of  the  National 
Coffee  Growers'  Association. 
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IHPBOVED  CAHA&Y  POTATO  CfiOF. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stlleg,  TenerUTe,  Canary  Islands,  July  31.] 

Exports  of  the  spring  crop  of  Canary  Island  potatoes  fulfilled  the 
forecast  made  by  this  office  [see  Comjierce  Reports  for  Apr.  7, 1916] 
by  exceeding  the  amount  then  expected  by  the  trade  here.  Early  in 
July  the  exportation  reached  the  Government  limitation  of  3,000 
tons,  with  potatoes  still  quoted  below  18  pesetas  ($3.48)  per  100  kilos 
(220  pounds),  the  figure  fixed  by  the  Government  for  local  sales. 

Late  rains  in  April  improved  the  crop,  and  on  July  12  the  Madrid 
authorities  lifted  the  ban  on  potato  exportation,  and  the  Canary  crop 
has  since  been  bringing  high  prices  in  Liverpool  and  Marseille. 
Prices  are  approximately  15  per  cent  higher  than  in  1915,  and  with 
increased  exports  financial  pressure  has  appreciably  eased  in 
Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriffe  and  I^s  Palmas,  Grand  Canary.  The  out- 
look is  that  the  spring  crop  will  run  4,000  tons,  as  against  3,000  tons 
in  1915. 

Potatoes,  which  last  August  were  selling  at  $5  per  100  kilos  (220 
pounds),  cost  now  $3.48.  This  has  relieved  the  poorer  classes,  whose 
principal  diet  is  composed  of  salt  fish  and  potatoes. 

Exports  of  the  spring  potato  crop  from  Teneriffe  to  Porto  Rico 
were  valued  at  $5,150,  against  $3,840  last  year. 


SCHEDULE  OF  FEES  FOB  CANADIAN  AOBICUITUBAI  LOANS. 

[Vice  Consul  O.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Aug.  SO.) 

The  scale  of  fees  to  be  charged  for  loans  made  to  farmers  under 
the  terms  of  the  new  provincial  agricultural  loan  act  has  been  fixed 
as  follows:  On  loans  up  to  $2,500,  $5;  between  $2,500  and  $3,750, 
$7.50;  between  $3,750  and  $5,000,  $10;  between  $5,000  and  $7,500, 
$15;  between  $7,500  and  $10,000,  $20. 

[The  proviBlons  of  the  British  Oolamhla  agricaltnral  credits  act  were  given 
in  CouMKRCE  Repobts  for  May  10,  1910.1 


PROPOSED  MUNICIPAL  IHPBOVEHENTS  IN  TCHTTA. 

(Consul  Jobn  K.  Caldwell,  Vladivostok,  Asiatic  Russia,  July  27.) 

According  to  newspaper  reports,  the  Russo-American  Asiatic 
Stock  Co.  has  made  the  following  proposition  to  the  city  of  Tchita, 
Siberia :  To  build  and  equip  waterworks,  tramways,  central  electric 
station,  roads,  and  other  similar  improvements  in  the  town  and  to 
supply  machinery  and  materials  of  American  origin  on  a  credit  basis. 
They  will  accept  a  municipal  loan  in  payment,  which  will  be  placed 
in  the  United  States. 

Proposed  Resnmption  of  Steamsliip  Service  from  Colon. 

The  Colon  agency  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.  informs 
Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  at  Colon,  Panama,  that  it  is  expected  that 
the  service  of  this  steamship  line  between  Colon  and  New  York  will 
be  resumed  at  some  time  in  the  near  future.  This  service  was  dis- 
continued in  November,  1914,  owing  to  the  requisition  of  some  of 
the  vessels  of  this  line  for  war  purposes  by  the  British  Government 
Ships  in  this  service  sailed  every  14  days. 
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AMEBICAN  CONSULAS  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Addles. 

Jewell,  John  F.......  ..,., 

Chetoo,  China 

Port  AJitonlo,  Jamaka 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada . . . 
St.  Gall, Switzerland.. 

Oct.     1 
...do..... 
Sept.  30 
Oct.   14 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  15 
Nov.    1 

Galena,  ID. 

Fepartment  of  State,  WashinEteo,  D.  C. 

C/o  University  Ciub,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Essex,  Iowa. 

Fepartment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

RushvUle,  Ind. 

Department  of  State,  WasUnEton,  D.  C. 

Laing,  James  OUver 

Lcooard,  Ualter  K 

Osborae,  John  Ball 

Mansneld,  Robert  E 

Pike, William  J 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson 

Mosterson,  William  W<> 

Puerto     Plata,     Do- 
minican Republic 
Durban,  South  Africa. 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 

C/o  Hallowell  &  Henry,  2?  Pine  Street, 
New  York  City. 

« Consul  Masterson  informs  the  Bureau  that  he  will  bo  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  28  to  30,  dorfni 
which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  interested  In  South  African  commercial  matters.  Commu- 
nications should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  oQice,  Room  409,  Customhouse,  New  York  City. 


Consul  E.  Carleton  Baker,  of  Nagasaki,  Japan,  who  has  been  on 
leave  of  absence  in  this  country,  will  be  at  San  Francisco  from  Sep- 
tember 20  to  October  5,  previous  to  his  return  to  Japan.  His  addr^ 
while  in  San  Francisco  will  be  care  of  District  Office,  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  307  Customhouse. 


MANUFACTTTSE  OF  FELT  GOODS  IK  UNITED  STATES. 

A  statement  of  the  results  of  the  1914  census  of  manufactures  for 
the  felt-goods,  wool-felt  hat,  and  fur-felt  hat  industries  in  this  coun- 
try has  been  prepared  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Changes  in  styles  caused  a  marked  decrease  in  the  production  of 
fur-felt  hats  from  1909  to  1914,  the  output  of  finished  hats  declining 
from  2,989,252  dozen  to  2,118,634  dozen,  or  by  29  per  cent.  The 
total  value  of  the  products  of  this  industry  decreased  from  $47,- 
804,630  to  $37,349,744,  or  by  22  per  cent,  during  the  5-year  period. 

A  still  greater  decline  took  place  in  the  production  of  wool-felt 
hats,  the  output  of  finished  hats  of  this  class  decreasing  from  590,957 
dozen  in  1909  to  381,044  dozen  in  1914.  The  total  value  of  the 
products  of  this  industry  decreased  from  $4,382,411  in  1909  to 
$1,944,484  in  1914,  or  by  55.6  per  cent. 

The  total  value  of  felt  products  other  than  hats  in  1914  was 
$13,692,765,  an  increase  of  15.5  per  cent  over  that  in  1909,  $11,- 
852,626.  A  large  variety  of  products  is  reported  by  this  industry, 
the  most  important  being  endless  belts,  of  which  3,941,795  pounffe, 
valued  at  $4,164,186,  were  reported  for  1914;  the  percentages  of 
increase  in  quantity  and  value  as  compared  with  the  1909  output 
being  21.5  and  2l".8,  respectively.  The  endless  belts  are  mostly 
woven  felts,  and  the  largest  portion  of  this  group  consists  of  paper- 
makei-s'  felts.    Of  boot  and  shoe  linings,  3,028^86  pounds,  vnhiefl  at 
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$1,512,783,  were  made  in  1914,  the  percentages  of  increase  in  quantity 
and  value  during  the  5-year  period  being  82.3  and  194,  respectively. 
The  statistics  of  the  industry  for  the  two  years  are : 


Froducto. 


Number  or  quantily. 


1914 


lOM 


Cost  or  valoe. 


1914 


1909 


rDs-riLT  HAT  iRDonsr. 


Total  Talos'. 


$37,349,744 


$47.fl64.630 


7nr-[elt  hats doceo. 

FuT-[ellhal  bodfes  In  theroogb  » do... 

All  otber  products,  Incloding  contract  work 


2,llS.ti34 
329,363 


2.989.252 
366.370 


WOOL-FEXT  HAT  UIDUSTBT. 

Total  vataet 


&1,H)3.631 
2.372.937 
1,373,278 


1,944,484 


43,442.466 
2.701.738 
1,718,426 


4,382.411 


Wool-Mt  hats dozen.. 

Wool-Ieli  hat  bodies  in  the  rough  d do... 

Ali  other  products,  including  contract  work 


381.044 
6,715 


no.  967 
63,806 


FKLT  OOOD8. 


Total  value. 


1,777.226 
13,029 
164,230 


13,692.765 


3,646.  VS? 
309.492 
426,132 


11.852.626 


Feltdoths square  vards. 

Trimming  and  Unlng  felts,  Including  telt  skirts  and 

skirtings square  yards. . 

Table  and  piano  covets do 

Saddle  felts pounds.. 

Endless  belts do.... 

Boot  and  shoeUnlngs do.... 

HairleUng square  yards.. 

All  otiwr  felts pounds.. 

Waste do... 

All  other  products.  Including  contract  work 


(«) 

7,431.152 
438.178 
2,291.662 
3.941.795 
3.028.288 
1.3(0.436 
7,477.263 
332,384 


3,764,468 

5,801,635 
161.775 
1,660.991 
3.243.034 
1.661.090 
1.159.999 
4,792.738 
278.119 


797,018 

1,048.  SK3 
272. 7.M 
973,353 

4,164. 1!>6 

1.512.783 
635  011 

3, 601.081 
44.751 
563.186 


1,881,851 

1,239.221 

90.465 

675.819 

3,417.822 

614.458 

631.045 

3,129.543 

16.281 

956.035 


« In  addition,  fur-felt  bate,  to  the  value  of  1478,449  to  1914  and  to  the  value  of  1808,601  In  1909,  were 
mads  by  establishments  engaged  primarily  In  the  manufacture  of  products  other  than  tl.ose  coveieJ  by 
Um  Indnstry  designatkm. 

» The  dinerence  between  the  number  of  fur-felt  hat  bodies  to  xte  rough  used  as  materials  by  some 
estabiialiments  and  the  number  manufactured  as  products  by  oti  ers  is  due  to  part  to  the  fact  that  not  all 
these  bodies  were  used  to  the  same  year  to  wblcb  made,  and  to  pan  to  tbe  further  (act  that  some  of  them 
were  purchased  from  <st«bllsbm<Dts  classified  to  otI  er  todnstries. 

<  In  addition,  wool-Mt  hats,  to  tl.e  value  of  t306,181  to  1914  and  to  the  valuo  of  1904,643  in  1909,  were 
made  by  establishments  engaged  primarily  to  tbe  manufacture  of  products  other  than  those  covered  by 
tba  todustry  designation. 

i  Tl  e  difference  between  the  number  of  wool-felt  hat  bodies  ta  the  rough  used  ns  materials  by  .'^me 
establislimeuts  and  the  number  manulactured  as  products  by  others  is  duo  hi  port  to  the  (act  thai  not  all 
then  bodies  wore  used  to  the  same  year  in  wblob  made,  and  to  part  to  the  further  fiict  that  some  of  tiiem 
vare  purchased  from  establishments  classified  to  other  industries. 

«  Not  reported. 

CONSTBTTCTION  OF  STEEL  STEAHEB  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  at  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  re- 
ports under  date  of  August  30,  that  the  keel  for  the  first  large  steel 
steamer  to  be  constructed  in  British  Columbia  was  recently  laid  at 
the  Wallace  Ship  Yards  in  North  Vancouver.  .The  vessel  is  for  the 
Kishimoto  Steamship  Co.,  of  Osaka,  Japan,  and  is  said  to  be  the 
first  steamer  built  in  Canada  for  a  Japanese  firm.  The  vessel  will  be 
about  315  feet  in  length  and  have  a  carrying  capacity  of  5,000  tons. 

French  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Brazil. 

Vice  Consul  Robert  S.  Keiser  reports  the  organization  in  the  city 
of  Sao  Paulo  of  the  Comitfi  Consultatif  du  Commerce  et  de  Defense 
des  Interets  Frangais  dans  I'Etat  de  Sao  Paulo  for  the  extension 
of  French  commerce  in  that  section  of  Brazil.  It  is  the  intention, 
later,  to  change  the  name  of  the  association  to  the  Chambre  de 
Commerce  Fran^aise.  r^^^^I^ 
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FOEEION  TBAOE  OPFOBTTnnTIES. 

Kosen-ed  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bareaa  and  Its  Aiatrlet  otHeem.  Bcqneet 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  state  opportaalty  namwer. 
The  Bareaa  does  not  fumlsb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  stanlllng 

.    of  foreign  Inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Dry  goods,  brooms,  soap,  etc..  No.  22363. — A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes 
the  Bureau  that  one  of  Its  representatives  In  Dutch  Guiana  wishes  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  dry  goods,  iKMts  anl 
sltoes,  hats,  butter,  soap,  brooms,  and  lamp  chimneys.    Reference. 

Tea,  alcohol,  matches,  lumber,  etc..  No.  22364. — Supplementing  foreign  trade 
opportunity  No.  21989,  the  Bureau  Is  informed  that  the  mau  desires  to 
enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  blacli  tea,  alcohol,  calcium  carbide,  wax  matches,  chemicals  for 
the  manufacture  of  fertilizers,  lumber,  and  numerous  other  commodities. 
References. 

Vaeitnm  cleaners,  plumbing  supplies,  etc.,  No.  22365. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed 
that  a  business  man  in  Russia  wishes  to  represent,  on  a  sole-agency  basis, 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  agricultural  machinery,  general 
hardware,  portable  and  stationary  vacuum  cleaners,  plumbing  supplies,  ete 
References. 

Belting,  No.  22366. — ^The  Bureau  is  advised  that  a  firm  In  the  Netherlands 
wishes  to  purchase  leather  belts. 

Vegetable  colors.  No.  22367. — A  firm  In  Australia  writes  the  Bureau  that  it 
wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
vegetable  or  harmless  aniline  colors  to  be  used  in  the  confectionery 
trade.    The  firm  wishes  to  act  on  an  agency  basis. 

Enameled  ware,  china,  and  crockery.  No.  22368. — A  firm  In  Canada  writes  the 
Bureau  that  it  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  American  mann- 
facturers  and  expo.ters  of  enamel  and  porcelain  ware  of  all  kinds,  china 
and  crockery. 

Hardware,  No.  22369. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  that  a  business  man  in  Russia 
wishes  to  communicate  with  some  one  in  the  United  States  who  would  be 
interested  In  establishing  a  wliolesale  business  in  Russia  for  the  sale  of 
hardware  and  kindred  lines. 

Chemicals,  glass,  nails,  etc.,  No.  22370. — ^A  Greek  merchant  Informs  one  of  the 
commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  that  he  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  chemicals,  window  glass,  nails,  printed 
calico,  paper,  etc.  Tlie  man  desires  to  travel  in  the  Balkan  States.  Ref- 
erences. 

Oil  paintings,  No.  22371. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Argentina  writes  that 
a  business  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  correspond  with  an  American  firm 
which  produces  imitation  oil  paintings.  Catalogues  and  full  information 
to  be  sent  at  once.    Correspondence  in  English. 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods,  etc.,  No.  22372. — ^The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  firm 
of  conmils.sion  uiercliants  In  Uruguay  wishes  to  form  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  cotton  and 
woolen  goods,  machine  threads,  etc.;  also  dry  goods  and  hardware.  Sam- 
ples and  full  information  should  he  sent. 
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BBinSH  EHBABGO  CHANGES. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Sept  0.] 

The  following  headings  are  deleted  from  the  prohibitions  of  ex- 
port to  aU  non-British  destinations:  Gloves,  fingerless  sheepskin; 
gloves  with  leather  palms;  scarfs;  jerseys;  cardigan  jackets;  socks; 
men's  gloves  and  underwear,  wholly  or  partly  of  wool;  mineral  and 
vegetable  waxes,  except  carnauba,  and  composite  waxes;  wool,  raw 
sheep's  and  lamb's,  and  mixtures  thereof;  tops,  noils,  and  yarns  of 
animal  hair.  From  the  prohibitions  to  all  oonallied  European  desti- 
nations the  following  items  are  deleted :  Bleaching  powder ;  brew- 
ers' dried  yeast;  cloth  manufactured  wholly  or  partly  of  wool  or 
hair,  except  khaki  woolen  or  worsted  cloth;  grindstones;  hacksaw 
blades;  strontium  sulphate.  One  item,  viz,  files,  is  deleted  from  the 
prohibitions  to  all  destinations. 

The  following  articles  are  now  under  prohibition  of  exportation 
to  all  destinations:  Bleaching  powder;  grindstones;  hacksaw  blades; 
iron  wire;  iron-wire  rods;  sole  leather;  small  tools,  viz,  files  other 
than  shoemakers'  seat  files;  umbrella  ribsj  tubes,  and  tube  frames. 
Additions  to  the  list  of  goods  prohibited  to  non-British  destinations 
are  the  following:  Gloves  made  wholly  or  partly  of  leather;  certain 
articles  of  grindery,  viz,  brads  and  metal  toe  tips;  animal  hair  and 
tops,  noils,  mixtures,  waste,  and  yams  thereof;  scarves,  shawls, 
jerseys,  cardigan  jackets,  socks,  men  s  gloves  and  underwear,  wholly 
or  partly  of  wool;  certain  shoemakers'  tools,  viz,  awls,  awl  hafts, 
chisels  (hand  cold),  8  by  |  inch  files,  hammers,  single  and  double- 
faced  irons,  forepart,  glazing,  lap,  seat,  wheel,  and  waist  knives, 
cutting  nippers,  pincers,  eyelet  pliers,  spring  punches,  rasps,,  welt 
plows,  ruimers,  and  mills ;  bifurcated  steel  rivets ;  strontium  sulphate ; 
animal,  mineral,  vegetable,  and  composite  waxes,  except  carnauba; 
raw  wool  and  mixtures  thereof.  The  following  are  now  under  pro- 
hibition of  exportation  to  nohallied  European  destinations:  Albu- 
men; boots  and  shoes  other  than  heavy  boots  for  men;  felt  carpets 
;cooa'-i«  961 
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and  carpet  rugs;  gramophone  records j  leather  compositions  not 
otherwise  prohibited;  egg  volk  and  liquid  for  human  cousumpticm^ 
fabrics  manufactured  wholly  or  partly  of  wool  or  hair,  except  kbaki 
woolen  or  worsted  cloth;  woolen  gloves  and  hosiery  not  otherwise 
prohibited;  woolen  underwear  not  otherwise  prohibited;  yeast. 

After  October  9  the  heading  "  Bags  and  sacks  not  specifically  pro- 
hibited, except  paper  bags"  in  the  list  of  prohibitions  to  nonaUied 
European  destinations,  should  be  deleted,  and  there  should  be  sub- 
stituted therefor  "  Bags,  wrapj>ers,  or  sacks  not  otherwise  specifically 
prohibited,  except  paper  bags,  other  than  any  such  bags,  wrappers, 
or  sacks  as  constitute  the  covering  of  ^oods  to  be  shipped  for  exporta- 
tion." After  October  1  the  exportation  of  steel  hoops  will  be  pro- 
hibited to  all  destinations. 

ANAITSIS  OF  THE  FOSEIGN  TBASB  FOB  JITLY. 

The  usual  monthly  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  has  just  been  completed  bv  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  imports  and  exports 
by  great  groups  during  the  month  of  July  and  the  7  months  ended 
July,  1916,  are  presented  in  the  following  statemoit: 


Oroops. 

1 

MantliofjDlT— 

7  raontha  ended  July  31— 

UIS 

1915 

1916 

1915 

nOOKTS. 

Ctad*  mattrlab  for  on  In  manatkctnrtiig 

Foodatnfft  In  emit  eoodltloo  and  food  ■nJmals. 

HaoufietnrM  for  tittihtr  aw  In  manolacturiiig. . 
Manu'sctumnadyMreoamnptian 

IItin«llan»mi 

$70,476,WS 
lA.7lt7,«lK 

>2,n&,no 

37,164.001 

i,30M,aag 

t57,7a«,2SS 
tS,4A4,383 
»,  907,602 
»,SM.7n 
21,  MS.  Ill 
4R3..UA 

l«4«,  879,855 

»a,197.1M 
M7,ani,iM 

19^,808,976 
a.  MS.  288 

:     1- 

«S8l«K.W 
M.97%«a 
in,7U.771 
140,751.411 

l«e,4U,558 
7.U8,7!7 

Total  liqMrts 

t)a,7i2.g8>> 

143,  M4, 777 

l,4h7,8I9,S74 

1,009, 064, «« 

■XKMtnL 

Ornd*  natarUs  to  on  In  manaCMtorinc 

FoodstulTs  Id  crude  condlilon  and  food  animab. 
Foodstollt  partly  or  wholly  maDUfactund 

»,M0b4H 

22,aM,8sa 

4<,«10.e78 

TB,«B1,»4 

2n,M7,7W 

7.2ai.igi 

lB,7n,4SS 

n,i>4s.ni 

41,M0.7M 

43,«6twaa> 

ii«.4S7;sgo 

i2.7as.gM 

3«i,aaBL7io 

225,070.753 

276.471. 171 

4«»,»»,649 

1,482,006,138 

4a,8n2,m4 

1SUM7,W 
306, 845,  iM 

251,  Ml,  477 

llbofllaiMoua. .  ■  ' 

n.uf.«a 

Total  dooNrtie  azports 

440. 7W,  079 
4.872,788 

IM.m.iSl 
4,111.  no 

2,831,712.436 
n,ia8,8t7 

i,«w,m.w 

^^imw 

Total  euMxts... 

445,472,407 

1H,4«8,»2 

2.(16,221,171 

i.m,i77^ 

Exports  of  principal  items  under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous" 
in  July,  1916,  were:  Horses,  $5,602,522;  mules,  $1,627,682;  and  seeds, 
$51,739;  and  for  seven  months  ended  July  31,  1916:  Horses,  $32,- 
780,150;  mules,  $12,150,485;  and  seeds,  $l,705,96a 

AOBICUinrEAL  LOAN  LAW  Of  PEBTJ. 

The  Congress  of  Peru  is  considering  a  law  to  provide  for  agri- 
cultural loans  on  security  other  than  land.  Under  the  provisions  of 
the  proposed  law,  farmers  could  borrow  mone;p  on  their  machinery, 
implements,  live  stock,  lumber,  timber,  or  growing  crops.  Under  the 
present  rural-credits  law,  farmers  may  obtain  loans  oh  thdr  land 
only,  and  the  proposed  law  is  intended  to  extend  credit"  to  the  large 
number  of  farmei-s  who  do  not  own  the  land  they  cultivate. 
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NEW  CUBAN  SIJQAB  CENTBAI8. 

[Consul  Ilcnry  M.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  rice  consul,  Habana,  Aug.  2C.1 

As  an  indication  of  the  prosperity  and  rapid  expansion  of  the 
sugar  industry  of  Cuba,  it  is  now  announced  that  there  will  be  16 
new  mills  grinding  in  the  crop  of  1916.  The  names  of  these  new 
centrals  and  the  probable  output  of  each  this  year  are : 


Nameoreenttal. 


Location. 
,(town  and  province). 


Owners. 


Esti- 
mated 
output, 
ingaoks. 


AdelaMa 

Occidente 

Herabey..., 

Galope 

Baraeua , 

NombredeDlos. 

VlrRlnla. 

Orlente 

Tacajo 

AltoCedro. 

Miranda 

Santo  Tomas.... 

Van  Home 

Cunscua. 

Algoaones 

Punta  Alegre 


Moron  (Camaniey) , 

Qulrlcan  (Habana) 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte  (Habana). 
San  Juan  y  Martinez  (Plnar  del 
Rto). 

Colorado  (CamaEuey) 

Oulnee  (Habana) 

Lm  Palaciaa(  Plnar  del  Rio).... 

Javier  (Orlente) 

AltoCedro(Orfcnte) 

Marcane  (Orlente) 

PaUnarlto  (Orlente) 

Moron  (Oamaxney).. 

gan  Jenaro  (Camaeuey) 

Moron  (Camaeuoy) 

Guayacanes  (CamaKuey) 

Punta  Alegre  (Camaguey). 


Laureano  Falla  Gutierrez 

OaldOB,  Tarata  y  Linares 

Uersbey  &  Co 

Cia.  Azuoarera  Central  Galope.. 


Ignacto  Pla. 

rla.  Aiuoarera  Cnbeona. 
Marcane,  Gil  y  Cblbas.., 


Alto  Cedro  Sugar  Co ... . 
Cla.  Amcarera  Miranda. 

DelCampoy  Cla 

Cubal'o 

Antonio  Mendoza 


Atkins,  Stone  &  Co. 


N),00a 
40,000 
100,000 
25,000 

60,000 
30,000 
30,000 
80,000 
40,000 
SO,  000 
60,000 
£0,000 
70,000 
30,000 
11,000 
150,000 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  estimated  output  of  these  new  miUs  ap- 
proaches 1,000,000  sacks  (of  320  pounds  each).  The  machinery  and 
equipment  of  the  new  centrals  will  in  the  main  be  the  product  of 
the  United  States. 

FBOBABLE  OBAIN  FBODTJCTION  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yost,  Barcelona,  Aug.  11.] 

According  to  reports  furnished  by  the  chiefs  of  the  agronomic 
sections,  the  probable  yield  of  wheat  in  the  whole  of  Spain  for  the 
current  crop  year  is  placed  at  152,918,407  bushels,  as  compared  with 
139,297,753  bushels  in  1915  and  153,219,700  bushels  in  1911— the  lat- 
ter a  record  year.  It  is  calculated  that  the  current  crop  added  to 
the  stocks  left  over  from  last  year  and  the  quantity  imported  to  date 
will  make  an  available  supply  of  about  165,345,000  bushels,  which  is 
thought  to  be  considerably  more  than  is  necessary  to  supply  the 
needs  of  the  country. 

The  barley  crop  is  estimated  this  year  at  81,895,415  bushels,  com- 
pared with  82,971,439  in  1915;  the  rye  crop  at  28,736,963  bushels, 
compared  with  26,102,082  bushels  in  1915;  and  the  oats  crop  at 
36,267,633  bushels,  as  compared  with  36,948,861  bushels  for  the  pre- 
vious year- 
Dealers  in  Paper  and  Paper  Bags  in  Canary  Islands. 

Lists  of  wholesale  buyers  of  fruit  paper  and  paper  bags,  and  of 
commission  houses  deaung  in  both  classes  of  merchandise  in  the 
Canary  Islands  have  been  forwarded  from  Teneriffe  by  Consul 
G.  K.  Stiles.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer 
<iO  file  No.  79161.  An  article  relating  to  this  subject  was  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  September  1,  1916. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tt64  COMHEBCE   REPOBTS. 

CHANGES  nr  inriTED  states  COTTOH-IUrnKES  ACT. 

The  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1917,  and  for  other  purposes, 
approved  August  11,  li)16,  contains  a  reenactment,  effective  Sep- 
tember 1,  1916,  of  the  United  States  cotton-futures  act  of  August  18, 
1914,  with  a  few  changes,  the  more  important  of  which  are: 

In  the  seventh  subdivision  of  section  5  authority  is  conferred 
upon  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  in  case  of  disputes  referred  to 
him,  to  include  in  his  findings  a  complete  classification  o'  the  cotton 
for  the  purposes  of  deliver}'  on  future  contracts.  Under  the  act  of 
August  18,  1914,  his  findings  were  confined  to  the  specific  question 
of  grade,  quality,  or  length  of  staple  in  dispute.  For  example,  if 
the  dispute  involved  grade  only,  and  the  cotton  was  found  to  be  less 
than  seven-eighths  oi  an  inch  in  length  of  staple,  the  Secretary  had 
no  authority  to  include  in  his  findings  a  statement  as  to  the  length 
of  staple. 

A  new  section,  known  as  section  6A,  is  inserted.  It  provides  an 
optional  contract  under  which  parties  may,  without  being  subject 
to  tax,  agree  that,  under  certain  specified  conditions,  the  buyer  may 
dentand  delivery  of  the  basis  grade  named  in  the  contract 

Section.  11  .oi  the  act  of  1914,  which  taxes  orders  sent  abroad  for 
the  making  of  future  contracts  made  on  foreign  cotUm  exchanges 
unless  certain  conditions  are  complied  with,  is  omitted  from  me 
new  law. 

WOOD-FUIF  SimPLXrS  PBODTTCES  JAPANESE  LOSSES. 

r  Comment  from  Japan  Weekly  Chronicle,  forwarded  by  office  of  American  commercial 
'  attacbi.  PeUnK,  Cbtna.] 

During  the  period  when  freights  were  abnormally  high  Japanese 
importers  ordered  abroad  quantities  of  goods  greater  than  were 
actually  wanted.  The  recent  relaxation  of  pressure  on  shipping 
n>ace  has  therefore  led  to  a  great  influx  of  imports,  of  some  of  wnich 
tnere  was  not  long  ago  a  serious  shortage — particularly  wood  pulp, 
iron,  chemicals  and  orugs,  wheat,  woolen  fabrics,  cott^  yam,  fer- 
tilizer, dyes,  and  paints.  Except  where  compelled  to  dump  them,  im- 
porters have  generally  held  on  to  these  stocks,  and  conseauently  then 
is  serious  pressure  on  storage  space  in  the  ports,  especially  in  Osaka 
and  Kob^.  At  the  latter  port,  at  the  end  of  June,  the  stocks  in  the 
warehouses  of  the  six  storage  companies  were  valued  at  the  unprece- 
dentedly  high  figure  of  $33,000,000. 

The  losses  to  importers  on  some  commodities,  particularly  wood 
pulp,  are  very  serious.  As  a  result  of  this  condition  the  larg^ 
warehouse  companies  in  Osaka  have  made  substantial  increases  in 
rates.  The  market  is  less  glutted  as  regards  rice,  beans,  fldur,  crude 
sugar,  marine  products,  and  American  cottc«»  and  wool. 

Houe  Flag  ud  Fannel  Marks  Befiatered. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  announces  the  r^ 
tration,  pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1908,  of  the 
following  house  flag  and  funnel  marks  of  the  West  Coast  Line, 
Wessel,  Duval  &  Co.,  25-33  Broad  Street,  New  York:  House  fl««, 
a  white  H  in  a  red  field;  funnel  marks,  a  white  H  in  a  red  band, 
the  top  and  bottom  of  the  funnel  being  black. 
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CHILEAN  BITKATE  STATISTICS  FOB  JTJLT. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Toetter,  Antofngasta.  Aug.  12.] 

Chile's  production  and  exportation  of  nitrate  during  July  were 
both  on  a  large  scale.  There  were  produced  in  all  the  oficinas 
5,312,776  Spanish  quintals  (of  101.4  pounds  each)  and  the  exports 
amounted  to  5,674,088  quintals.  Compared  with  the  corresponding 
month  in  previous  years  the  figures  are : 


July-T 


1312.. 
1913. 
1914. 
U13. 
1916. 


Production. 


Quintain. 
4,80.},  656 
5,296.(B4 
5.713.107 
•2,<>21,«13 
6,312,778 


Ejtports. 


Quinlnh. 
4,027,901 
3..W).434 
4,3t4..W.^ 
4,K1I,2<9 
S,674,0»I8 


Xarket  Quiet — Snggrcsted  Use  of  Boxes. 

The  market  at  Valparaiso,  where  almost  all  the  transactioii£  in 
the  sale  and  resale  of  nitrate  take  place,  was  not  very  active  dnivi:? 
the  month,  and  the  change  in  price  was  slight.  At  the  end  of  the 
month  ordinary,  or  95  per  cent,  nitrate  was  <]|U0ted  for  sale  at  about 
7s.  5d.  ($1.80)  per  quintal  alongside  for  delivery  in  the  latter  part 
of  1916.  Nitrate  for  delivery  in  1917  is  held  about  a  penny.  ($0.02) 
higher  per  quintal.  R.efined  nitrate,  96  per  cent-1  per  cent,  sold  as 
high  as  7s.  lOd.  ($1.90)  per  quintal,  but  for  1917  delivery  concessions 
from  this  price  down  to  about  7s.  8d.  ($1.87)  were  spoken  of. 

The  price  of  coal  is  easier,  especially  in  American  brands,  and  this 
improves  the  situation  for  those  oficinas  that  have  not  adopted 
lietroleura  fuel.  Freights  are  also  obtainable  at  slightly  lower  rates 
than  before,  though  shipments  of  nitrate  are  still  delayed  for  lack 
of  vessels. 

A  proposal  has  been  seriously  made  recently  looking  to  the  em- 
ployment of  wooden  boxes  for  shipping  nitrate,  but  the  consensus 
of  opinion  is  that  the  expense  will  be  prohibitive.  One  thing  that 
causes  the  idea  to  be  favored  is  that  there  would  be  retained  in  the 
country  the  sum  now  sent  abroad  for  the  30,000,000  bags  used 
annually  to  export  nitrate. 

JAPAN  HAS  OVEBSTTFFIT  OF  POTASSIUM  CHLOBATE. 

[Office  of  American  commercial  attachtf,  Peking,  China.] 

As  a  result  of  the  war  there  has  been  a  rapid  development  of  the 
manufacture  of  potassium  chlorate  in  Japan.  An  oversupply  of 
the  product  has  now  affected  the  market.  There  are  about  33  fac- 
tories, and  the  total  output  is  placed  at  7,000  barrels  a  month,  which 
will  be  increased  to  10,000  barrels  when  extensions  now  projected  are 
completed.  The  normal  domestic  consumption  is  about  7,000  barrels, 
but.  the  demand  is  now  below  this  figure,  and  prices  have  declined 
greatly.    The  Japan.  Weekly  Chronicle  says  it  seems  not  impossible 


wat  they  may  go  down  to  a  point  where  the  less  substantiaf  manu- 
facturers will  nave  to  close  their  plants.    There  has  been  a  little 

"t  of  a  rc- 
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temporary  improvement,  however,  it  states,  as  the  result  of  a  re- 
ported large  order  from  Bussia. 
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VINE  dnnvATioir  m  the  cabtov  of  st.  gaix. 

(Coniul  George  Nloolaa  Ifft,  St.  Gall,  Switzerland.] 

The  cultivation  of  the  vine,  while  never  extensive,  has  for  cen- 
turies been  a  factor  in  the  industrial  life  of  the  Canton  of  St.  Gall 
and  has  annually  supplied  a  favorite  vintage  not  unknown  beyond 
its  own  borders.  For  Eome  years,  however,  bad  weather  and  vine 
diseases  and  pests  caused  such  failures  of  crops  as  to  threaten  the 
industry. 

In  1893  there  were  1,40!  acres  planted  in  vines  in  the  Canton;  in 
1900,  1,280  acres;  1909,  922  acres;  1912,  783  acres;  and  in  1915  the 
acreage  had  decreased  to  612,  which  year,  however,  was  an  excellent 
one  for  the  crop  and  put  an  end,  at  least  temporarily,  to  the  grubbing 
up  of  the  vineyards.  

The  wine  districts  proper,  in  the  Canton  of  St.  Gall,  are  the  Bhine 
Valley,  the  VVerdenberg,  the  St.  Gall  Highland  (District  of  Sargans), 
Rapperswil,  lona,  and  Eschenbach  on  tlie  upper  Lake  of  Zuridi,  and 
the  District  of  VVil.  The  wine  area  has  decreased  considerably  in 
the  Rhine  Valley,  on  the  Lake  of  Zurich,  t  .d  in  and  around  Wil.  In 
the  St.  Gall  Highlands,  however,  in  spiie  of  the  failures  of  many 
years,  a  greater  persistence  was  observed,  and  at  present  well  culti- 
vated vines  still  cover  most  of  the  sunlit  slopes  of  the  mountains. 
These  vineyards  are  cultivated  by  900  wine  growers.  The  total  crop 
for  191S  amounted  to  228,455  gallons,  valued  at  $151,290,  as  com- 
pared with  55,767  gallons  in  1910,  valued  at  $33,644. 


CANASIAH  BEABBEBBT  OB  CASCABA  BABK. 

iVIee  CoDwU  G.  C.  Woodward,  %'aneoaTer,  Britteb  Columbia,  Aug.  30.} 

A  recent  report  issued  by  the  Dominion  Government  at  Ottawa 
shows  that  bearberry  or  cascara  bark  is  found  in  Canada  only  in  the 
mountains  of  British  Columbia.    The  dried  bark  is  collected,  princi- 

!)ally  by  Japanese,  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  at 
east  one  year  before  being  used. 

The  plant  is  described  as  a  small  tree,  15  to  20  feet  in  height,  hav- 
ing alternate  leaves  2  to  6  inches  in  length,  with  prominent  veins. 
The  flowers  are  of  a  greenish  color  and  grow  in  clusters.  The  fruit 
is  an  ovoid,  black,  three-seeded  berry.  It  is  found  in  moist  localities 
and  grows  readily  from  seed. 

Exports  of  cascara  bark  to  the  United  States  from  the  port  of 
Vancouver  were  valued  at  $7,410  in  1909,  $2,615  in  1910,  $1,850  in 
1911j  $5,981  in  1912,  and  $15,838  in  1915.  ■  There  were  no  shipments 
invoiced  during  1918  and  1914,  and  none  were  certified  at  tite  Van- 
couver consulate  up  to  August  1  of  this  year. 


NEW  THEATEB  OBDINANCE  IN  VALPABAISO. 

A  general  ordinance  governing  the  construction,  li^tmj^,  and 
ventilation  of  theaters  and  buildings  for  moving  pictures,  cucusee, 
and  other  public  spectacles  in  Valparaiso,  was  published  b  the 
Chilean  Diario.  Oficial  for  July  26.  The  ordinance  ffives  detaiM. 
regulations  for  the  installation  of  electric  liglitins  and  for  hygieaic 
and  safety  provisions.  Theaters  now  in  operation  are  givoi  fire 
montbii  to  comply  with  the  new  ordinance. 
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FEDESATIOH  OF  BSITISH  INDTTSTSIES  FOBHED. 

[Extract  from  Times  Trade  Sapplement  for  Aagngt,  forwarded  br  Commercial  Attach^ 
Pierce  C.  Williams,  I^ndon,  Aug.  11.] 

The  war  has  effected  a  fundamental  change  in  the  commercial  and 
industHal  atmosphere  of  the  United  Kingdom.  As  a  test  it  has 
shown  us  our  faults,  and  as  a  force  it  has  profoundly  modified  our 
actual  condition.  After  the  war,  to  this  realization  of  our  deficiencies 
and  to  this  alteration  of  our  circumstances  will  be  added  a  third 
factor,  a  greatly  intensified  struggle  for  the  markets  of  the  world. 
To  remedy  these  deficiencies,  to  meet  these  new  conditions,  and  to 
mobilize  for  this  struggle  it  is  accepted  by  all  that  great  preparations 
must  be  made  and  extensive  reforms  must  be  effected.  Up  to  the 
present  these  preparations  have  been  confined  to  the  appointment  of 
»  large  number  of  committees  to  consider  the  future. 

On  the  unofficial  side  associations  of  the  different  trades,  ''after 
the  war"  committees,  and  other  similar  organizations  are  in  ex- 
istence, and  will  undoubtedly  find  that  they  are  called  upon  to  play 
n  conspicuous  and  important  role;  but  these  bodies,  valuable  as  they 
arej  are  necessarilv  restricted  by  their  nature  and  by  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  formed  to  dealing  with  the  interests  of  a  particular 
trade  or  of  a  particular  locality,  and  something  more  is  needed  before 
British  industry  can  work  as  one  whole  to  attain  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

Kew  Organization  Nonpartisan  and  Thoroughly  British. 

This  general  movement  assumed  a  practical  and  concrete  shape 
whe|i,  on  July  20,  what  was  probably  the  most  representative  gather- 
ing of  British  industry  which  has  ever  been  assembled  met  at  the 
Grand  Hotel.  This  meeting,  representing  at  a  conservative  estimate 
over  £500,000,000  [approximately  $2,500,000,000]  of  trade  capital, 
decided  to  form  the  Federation  oi  British  Industries,  with  the  object 
of  promoting  the  cooperation  of  manufacturers  with  labor,  with  the 
Government,  and  with  each  other  in  support  of  their  common  inter- 
ests and  for  the  general  good  of  the  country. 

The  federation  is  nonpartisan  and  thoroughly  national,  only  Brit- 
ish firms  being  eligible  for  membership;  while  the  decision  to  ask 
at  least  100  firms  or  associations  to  subscribe  £1,000  as  a-preliminary 
guaranty,  and  the  fact  that  upward  of  a  hundred  subscribed  that 
sum,  are  assurances  not  only  that  the  council  will  be  in  possession 
of  ample  capital  but  also  of  the  intention  of  those  who  become  mem- 
bers to  take  an  active  and  continuous  interest  in  the  work.  The 
federation,  as  its  name  implies,  is  primarily  an  association  of  manu- 
facturers to  support  the  interests  of  producers. 


FBICE  OF  HOBSEHAIB  IH  BVSSIA. 

Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  at  Moscow,  states  that  the 
prices  of  horsehair  at  the  Irbit  fair  in  1916  were  as  follows :  Horse- 
tail hair,  $53.72  per  100  pounds;  half  tails,  $18.83  per  100  pounds. 
These  prices  are  corrections  of  those  published  in  Commerce  Re- 
ports for  May  20, 1916  ($0.54  and  $1.88  per  100  pounds,  respectively). 
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NEW  nrDTTSTBIES  IH  OSHXYA  BISTBICT. 

[Vice  CoDSttl  Urals  H.  Hunler,  Oena^,  Swltsertaiid,  Aag.  12.] 

Some  Geneva  business  men  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  offered  by  the  present  period  of  crisis  in  the  production, 
importation,  and  exportation  of  articles  of  necessity  and  luxury, 
have  met  from  time  to  time  during  the  past  months  to  study  the 
possible  establishment  in  (Jeneva  of  certain  industries  not  yet  intro- 
duced, or  the  transf onnation  of  existing  factories,  or  the  revival  of 
others. 

Geneva  was  for  a  long  time  an  important  center  for  the  making 
of  musical  boxes.  The  center  of  this  industry,  however,  was  later 
transferred  to  Ste.  Croix,  a  small  town  in  the  Canton  of  Vaud, 
where  cheaper  and  more  regular  labor  could  be  had.  The  talking 
machine  injured  this  industry  but  the  manufacturers  adapted  them- 
selves to  the  new  situation  and  now  Ste.  Croix  is  manufacturing  new 
instruments  as  well  as  musical  boxes  and  metronomes. 

The  idea  of  establishing  one  or  more  factories  of  gramophones, 
phonographs,  etc.,  in  Geneva  will  naturally  be  one  of  the  first  con- 
sidered. 
Xnsenni  of  Industries — Feneil  Factory — Acttvltles  at  lavsamie. 

A  temporary  piuseum  of  the  indubtrial  production  in  (jeneva  has 
been  established  in  one  of  the  orincipal  buildings  in  Geneva,  and 
Mr.  Paul  Rudhart,  an  engineer,  nas  been  placed  at  its  head. 

A  pencil  factory  has  been  established  and  it  is  reported  that  krge 
quantities  of  pencils  have  been  ordered. 

A  Geneva  firm  placed  an  important  order  for  pencils,  rubber 
erasers,  etc.,  months  ago  with  one  of  the  leading  American  factories, 
but  months  elapsed  before  the  goods  were  received  owing  to  the 
obstacles  encountered  in  the  belligerent  countries  through  whidi  the 
goods  were  sent  in  transit. 

Similar  efforts  to  those  made  at  Geneva  are  made  at  Lausanne,  the 
second  city  of  this  district.  The  "  Union  Vaudoise  du  Commeree  et 
de  ITndustrie "  advocates  the  manufacture  of  door  and  window 
handles,  imported  almost  exclusively  from  Germany  until  lately, 
small  metal  articles,  desk  and  ceiling  chandeliers,  wood  panels,  wood 
furniture,  etc. 

TAFAHESE  AXTTHOIUTIES  EZPOBT  8T0BE8  OF  BZOE. 

The  Japanese  authorities  are  now  exporting  rice  which  they  pur- 
chased last  year  in  order  to  regulate  the  price  on  the  domestic  mar- 
ket. The  quantity  purchased  by  the  authorities  last  year  is  e^- 
mated  at  1,485,000  bushels,  according  to  a  report  in  Commercial 
Japan,  forwarded  from  Yokohama  by  Consul  General  Scidmore. 
Since  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  authorities,  through  foreign  and 
Japanese  merchants,  have  exported  396,000  bushels  to  Seattle,  San 
Francisco,  Hawaii,  European  ports,  and  other  points.  Many  orders 
have  come  from  Europe,  but  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  vessels  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  tonnage.  The  shipments  abroad  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year  were,  in  pounds :  Great  Britain,  25,937,6(0 ;  France, 
528,267;  United  States,  26,734,114;  Canada,  15,118,154;  Australia, 
2,897,413;  Hawaii,  25,654,784;  Sweden,  870,982;  Tranfivaal,  261^1; 
Argentina,  91,310;  and  other  countries,  162,769. 
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T&ABE  OF  TAIWAH  FOB  SO.  HOIITHS. 

(Consul  Edwin  L.  Neville,  T«lboku,  Ang.  7.] 

According  to  the  Taiwan  Nichi  Nichi  Shinpo,  a  local  semiofficial 
newspaper,  the  total  exports  of  Formosa  for  the  six  months  ended 
June  30,  1916,  amounted,  in  round  numbers,  to  56.305.000  ven 
($28,039,000),  Of  this  amount,  42,655,000  yen  ($21,242,000)  repre- 
sents the  value  of  the  raw  sugar  exports.  If  the  value  of  the  locally 
made  alcohol,  4,309,000  yen,  exported  be  added  to  the  raw  sugar  the 
export  of  sugar  products  totaled  $23,387,000.  The  increase  of  ex- 
ports amounted  to  14,071,000  yen  over  the  corresponding  period  of 
1915,  due  almost  entirely  to  the  increase  in  sugar  export  values. 

The  paper  states  that  since  the  beginning  of  the  sugar  export 
season  last  December  this  product  was  shipped  to  the  amount  of 
4,677,641  piculs  (1  picul=133i  pounds),  of  which  1,030,218  piciils 
•were  sent  to  countries  other  than  Japan,  nearly  half  of  this  repre- 
senting Australian  purchases.  The  remainder  was  sold  in  Canada, 
China,  and  India,  with  a  few  other  minor  buyers.    This  is  a  source  of 

f:ieat  satisfaction  here,  as  the  local  Government  has  been  endeavoring 
or  many  years  to  make  Formosa  a  factor  in  the  world's  sugar 
market. 

Japan,  of  course,  which  imported  3,647,423  piculs  of  raw  sugar 
from  Taiwan,  remains  the  principal  purchaser  of  local  sugar  prod- 
uce.   All  the  alccfhol  noted  above  was  sent  to  Japan. 
The  Import  Trade— Trade  with  Vnited  States. 

Imports,  it  is  rep(!rted,  amounted  for  the  first  half  of  this  year  to 
24,903,000  yen  ($12,401,000),  against  20,824,000  yen  ($10,370,000)  for 
the  same  period  in  1915.  The  increase  is  general  in  character.  Aside 
from  fertilizers,  an  increase  in  which  was  to  be  expected  in  view  of 
the  prosperous  local  agricultural  situation,  the  imports  appear  to 
have  no  noteworthy  features.  A  slight  decrease,  amounting  to  about 
$2,000,  occurred  in  the  cement  imports,  due,  it  is  believed,  to  increased 
local  production. 

Detailed  figures  of  the  direct  trade  with  the  United  States  are  not 
at  hand.  The  declared  exports  of  crude  camphor  to  the  United 
States,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate,  amounted  to 
3,064,800  pounds  up  to  June  30,  1916,  against  1.774,398  pounds  in 
the  corresponding  period  in  1915.  The  price  of  this  commodity  has 
risen  from  72.50  to  77.50  yen  per  picul  (27  to  30  cents  per  pound). 
Oolong  tea,  the  principal  tea  crop  of  the  island  and  practically  all 
of  which  goes  to  America^  had  not  begun  to  move  sufficiently  by 
June  30  to  form  its  usual  place  as  an  export,  as  the  season  has  been 
somewhat  late. 

VANCOXIVEE  SHIPPIBTG  STATISTICS. 

(Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward.  Vancouver.  Brttlsb  Columbia,  Canada,  Aug.  30.1 

Figures  compiled  by  the  Canadian  Customs  Department  show  that 
during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  vessels  of  all  classes 
entering  and  clearing  at  the  port  of  Vancouver  numbered  18.594 
(foreign  2,783,  coasting  15,811),  with  a  tonnage  of  9,942,197  (foreign 
3,428,m,  coasting  6,513,433),  as  contrasted  with  18.478  (foreign 
1,889,  coasting  16,589),  tonnage  10,347,563  (foreign  3.5ii.063,  coast- 
ing  6,803,500),  in  the  preceding  year.  The  cargo  of  foreign  vessels 
during  1915-16  amounted  to  1,099,600  tons,  and  in  1914-15  to  971,734 
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AMEBICAN  FIEMS  DELAY  DT  FUXDrO  OBSEES. 

[Commcrrlal  Attach^  Philip  D.  Kennedy,  Melboarne,  Australia,  Jul;  21.] 

To-day  there  was  handed  to  me  by  one  of  the  largest  wholesale 
hardware  houses  in  Australia  a  list  of  orders,  given  by  this  firm  to 
American  manufacturers,  that  remained  unfilled  on  July  18.  The 
dates  of  placing  these  orders  run  back  for  more  than  a  year;  the 
items  include  alarm  tills,  apple  parers,  bench  screws,  braces,  can 
openers,  carborundum  wheels,  chains,  chisels,  chucks,  clocks,  cork 
pullers,  cultivators,  drills,  fence  ratchets,  files,  flint  paper,  forks, 
hammers,  hand  bells,  handles,  ink  pads,  lifts,  line  daters,  mattocks, 
milling  tools,  mincers,  perambulators,  pipe  cleaners,  pipe  vises, 
planes,  plowseats,  pruning  shears,  rakes,  razor  strops,  rivets,  rules, 
safety  razors,  saws,  scissors,  screw  plates,  shovels,  spring  hinges, 
staples,  stocks  and  dies,  tea  strainers,  thermometers,  tool  holders, 
tricycles,  trowels,  valves,  wire-gauze  cloth,  and  wrenches.  The  senior 
director  of  this  firm  told  me  tnat  whereas  before  the  war  he  had  to 
count  on  five  months'  time  for  delivery  of  American  orders,  he  now 
bad  tn  reckon  on  at  least  ten  months'  delay. 

There  are  two  main  results  from  this  situation.  In  the  first  place 
selling  firms  are  unwilling  to  quote  prices  except  with  a  proviso 
concerning  the  freight  rate.  The  custom  at  present  is  to  quote  terms 
including  a  freight  rate  of  $40  per  ton,  the  importer  to  pay  anything 
additional  required  for  freight.  In  some  instance!  the  freight  rate 
has  gone  so  high  that  the  local  importers  have  canceled  their  orders. 
The  second  direct  effect  of  this  situation  is  that  the  regular  buying 
seasons  for  various  lines  of  goods  are  being  broken  over.  In  norma! 
years  there  are  two  indent  seasons  in  Australia  known  as  summer 
and  winter  purchases.  Although  some  dealers  place  orders  nine 
months  or  a  year  in  advance,  most  retail  establishments  have  pur- 
chased six  months  ahead.  This  routine  has  been  broken  up  and 
many  houses  are  purchasing  both  summer  and  winter  goods  whenever 
they  have  an  opportunity. 

While  this  situation  is  a  hardship  for  merchants  they  realize  that 
it  is  more  or  less  inevitable  as  a  result  of  the  shipping  shortage  at  the 
present  time.  American  exporters  who  are  able  to  make  quick  de- 
livery will  gain  the  good  will  of  local  merchants.  It  is  doubtless  fair 
to  ask  that  American  exporters  exert  every  effort  to  forward  orders 
to  Australia  as  quickly  as  possible. 


EXPESIMENTAL  UINIHG  FOB  NEW  BBTJNSWICK  WOLFRAM. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Rlctiardflon,  Moncton,  New  fimnswlck,  Canada,  Aug.  7.] 

Wolfram  deposits  said  to  be  of  a  promising  character,  both  in 
miantity  and  quality,  are  now  being  worked,  experimentally,  near 
the  banks  of  the  Miramichi  River  in  New  Brunswick.  The  Ameri- 
can consulate  has  been  informed  by  the  owner  of  the  property'  that 
preliminary  operations  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  three  veins 
and  that  one  of  these,  26  inches  thick,  is  now  undergoing  active  de- 
velopment. A  shaft  50  feet  deep  has  been  sunk,  and  the  face  of 
the  hill  has  been  opened  up  for  a  distance  of  200  feet.  A.  concen- 
trating plant  of  20  tons  daily  capacity,  and  a  crusher  are  already 
installed,  and  50  men  are  at  work.  The  portion  so  far  treatecl 
averages  ,3  per  «ent  recovery  from  60  per  cent  metal. 
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7APAXrESE  DTDUSTBIES  AFFECT^  BT  THE  WAB. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmoro,  Yokohama.  July  30.] 
Prices  Steadily  Advancing  in  Cement  Xarket 

Reviewing  the  cement  industry  in  Japan,  the  Japan  Chronicle 
states  that  it  was  at  low  ebb  for  a  long  time' after  1911;  that  with 
reduced  demands  and  increased  output,  prices  continued  on  the 
down  gi-ade,  and  the  situation  became  so  hopeless  that  manufacturers 
projected  sales  at  conference  prices  as  a  remedy.  Last  year,  how- 
ever, the  market  showed  signs  of  improvement,  which  has  developed 
<iuring  the  current  year.  It  was  not  long  before  all  the  accumulated 
stocks  were  cleared  oflf,  and  prices  have  steadily  advanced. 

Present  quotations,  the  Chronicle  says,  are  about  double  those  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  Spot  transactions  have  given  way  to  for- 
ward transactions,  stocks  having  greatly  diminished.  It  is  said 
that  some  companies  have  already  signed  forward  contracts  covering 
the  whole  of  their  output  to  the  end  of  the  year.  That  such  a  re- 
markable change  has  come  is  due  to  the  great  activity,  on  the  export 
market,  and  to  the  increased  domestic  demand. 

Exports  of  cement  during  the  past  five  years,  in  quantity  and 
value,  were:  For  1911,  67,651  barrels  ($163,861);  for  1912,  48.680 
barrels  ($118,487) ;  for  1913,  148,969  barrels  ($326,909) ;  for  1914, 
249,618  barrels  ($514,983);  for  1915,  668,613  barrels  ($1,228,949). 
Last  year's  exports  are  more  than  double  those  for  the  year  before 
last,  and  are  nearly  ten  times  the  quantity  exported  four  yeare  pre- 
viously. This  year  it  is  expected  that  ei^ports  will  reach  1,000,000 
barrels. 

ToTtign  Demand  Due  to  Recent  Conditions. 

The  increase  in  foreign  demand  for  Japanese  cement  is  attributed 
to  conditions  produced  by  the  war.  Stocks  of  European  cement  on 
oriental  and  other  markets  have  been  exhausted.  If  this  state  of 
things  continues,  the  requirements  will  be  too  much  for  manufac- 
turers in  this  country  to  meet  regularly,  assuming  that  they  devoted 
the  whole  of  their  output  to  the  purpc«e.  It  is  concluded  that  the 
activity  on  the  cement  market  will  continue  as  long  as  the  war  lasts. 

During  the  term  of  depression,  the  total  output  amounted  to  about 
3,000,000  barrels,  while  it  stood  at  about  3,500,000  when  the  market 
was  favorable.  This  output  does  not  represent  the  maximum  ca- 
pacity, which  is  about  4,500,000  barrels.  It  is  expected  that  this 
year,  the  market  being  so  active,  the  total  output  will  reach  at  least 
4,000,000  barrels. 

There  are  16  cement  companies  in  Japan,  and  they  have  20  fac- 
tories. The  Asano  and  Onoda  Co.  excepted,  all  these  are  conduct- 
ing operations  on  a  small  scale.  Recently,  however,  they  have  come 
to  pay  closer  attention  to  the  ([uality  of  their  output,  and  it  is  said 
there  have  been  no  samples  failing  to  pass  the  test  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

Oreat  Increase  in  Domestic  Production  of  Iron  Expected. 

An  enormous  increase  in  Japan's  dome.tic  production  of  iron  is 
anticipated  by  the  Japan  Advertiser.  The  iron  manufactured  by 
the  Naichi  Steel  Tube  Manufacturing  Co.,  Kamaishi  Iron  Works, 
Kawasaki  Shipbuilding  Yard,  Kobe  Steel  Works,  Kishimotalron 
Manufacturing  Co.,  and  the  Osaka  Iron  Manufacturing^Co.  wall 
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appear  in  the  market  shortly,  and  the  output  of  the  Imperial  Iron 
Worlts  will  be  increased  by  6,600  to  7,000  tons  a  month  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  its  extension  work.  As  a  result,  it  is  predicted  that  there 
will  be  a  drop  in  the  quotations  for  iron  during  the  latter  half  of 
this  year. 

The  Japan  Times  says  that  since  the  export  of  iron  and  steel  ma- 
terials has  been  restricted  by  countries  in  the  West,  more  strenuous 
efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  iron  ores  in  this  country,  and  that 
the  efforts  have  been  generally  successful.  The  total  output  for  May 
presented  a  substantial  increase  by  67  per  cent  over  the  correspond- 
mg  time  last  year.  The  total  output  for  the'  first  five  months  of  this 
year  represented  an  increase  of  42  per  cent  over  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year. 

The  authorities  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
are  quoted  as  saying  that,  m  a  large  measure,  the  increase  in  the 
output  of  iron  in  this  country  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
tlie  Kuriki  and  the  Sennin  Iron  Mines  in  Iwate  Prefecture  have 
lately  succeeded  in  increasing  their  output  of  pig  iron  by  150  per 
cent,  while  the  Kamaishi  Iron  Mine  in  Miyagi  Prefecture  has  com- 
pleted the  extension  to  its  smelting  plant,  and  there  is  the  possibility 
of  the  annual  output  of  pig  iron  at  the  mine  being  increased  to 
100,000  tons. 

In  a  few  years,  at  this  rate  of  progress,  the  Times  says,  the  coun- 
try's iron  and  steel  output  will  be  increased  by  300  to  500  per  cent 

Problem  of  Next  Tear's  FertiUxer  Heeds  Considered. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  fertilizer  dealers  of  the  country,  held  at 
Hakone  in  July,  the  problem  of  the  supply  of  phosphate  for  the 
fertilizer  market  next  year  was  discussed.  The  Japan  Advertiser 
says  it  was  proposed  by  the  meeting  to  import  100,000  tons  of  Rasa, 
another  100,000  tons  of  Anguar,  and  50,000  tons  of  Ocean  phosphate, 
the  supply  of  Easa  and  Ocean  phosphate  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha  and  Takata  &  C!o.  The  Anguar  phosphate 
supply,  however,  is  worked  by  the  Navy,  and  therefore  a  petition 
will  be  presented  to  the  Navy  to  obtain  a  supply  for  next  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year,  there  were  fertilizer  stocks  in  Japan 
consisting  of  80,000  tons  of  phosphate  and  120,000  tons  of  super- 
phosphate. Since  then  80,000  tons  of  Rasa,  70,000  tons  of  Ocean, 
and  30,000  tons  of  Anguar  phosphate  have  been  imported.  This 
makes  a  total  of  380,000  tons.  If  250,000  tons  are  consumed  this 
year,  there  will  still  be  a  surplus  of  130,000  tons  to  be  carried  forward 
to  next  year,  and  with  the  importation  of  250,000  tons,  the  require- 
ments during  next  year  will  be  met,  and  a  balance  for  year  after 
next  will  be  left. 

Since  last  spring  there  has  been  some  business  with  Russia  and 
tlie  South  Pacific  countries,  but  it  is  in  small  lots,  and  has  bad 
little  effect  upon  the  supply  here.  There  was  an  entire  stoppage  of 
bu.siness  with  Australia,  which  was  importing  phosphate  to  the 
amount  of  40,000  tons. 

American  Supplies  Reduce  Price  of  Carbolle  Acid. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  price  of  carbolic  acid  was  very 
high,  but  it  had  dropped  almost  80  per  cent  early  last  month.   The 
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Japan  Chronicle  states  that  this  drop  was  due  to  a  large  increase  in 
supplies,  American  imports  from  January  to  May  amounting  to 
about  400,000  pounds.  Subsequently,  about  50,000  pounds  were 
exported  to  Russia,  while  lately  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
demand  for  the  acid  as  material  for  manufacturing  dyes.  This  has 
affected  the  market  and  the  price  has  again  risen,  but  not  to  a  very 
great  extent  compared  with  that  ruling  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


BOIIVIAK  HmEEAL  EXFOSTS. 

[Commercial  Attacb6  William  F.  Montavon,  Lima,  I'era,  Aug.  10.] 

Official  figures  of  the  exports  of  minerals  from  Bolivia  during  the 
past  year  show  a  shifting  of  values,  with  tin  (whose  exports  reached  a 
value  of  $16,300,000)  as  the  most  important  metal  now  in  place  of 
silver  ($1,000,000),  which  has  fallen  to  sixth  rank.  Copper  ($5,200,- 
000)  occupies  second  place,  followed  bv  antimony  ($5,000,000), 
wolfram  ($2,000,000),  and  bismuth  ($1,300,000).  The  quantities  ex- 
ported in  the  last  five  years  have  been: 


Yeaf. 

Tin. 

Copper. 

Anti- 
many. 

Wolf- 
nun. 

Bismuth. 

SUver. 

1911 

87,073 
31>,U4 
44,  Wl 
37,252 
S«,492 

Tar'. 
2,9!» 
4,  TOT 
4,019 
a.f!67 

23,813 

Too*. 

311 

91 

02 

186 

17,923 

Tan: 
297 
474 
2S2 
27(1 
792 

Taiu. 
414 
477 
422 

M9 
662 

Tom. 
127 

1912 

123 

1913 

81 

1914 

72 

1913 

83 

The  falling  off  in  the  price  of  wolfram  and  antimony  has  begun 
to  be  seen  in  the  smaller  production  of  these  metals,  but  with  lower 
freight  rates  it  is  expected  that  tin  will  gain  in  output  sufficient  to 
offset  this  loss. 

COAST   SUBVEY  HAMISQ  ASH  HTniBESIira   ITS   HOHUMEITTS. 

The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  has  recently  issued 
orders  to  the  chief  of  each  surveying  vessel  and  land  party  to  stamp 
into  the  face  of  the  metal  tablet  marking  a  surveying  monument  the 
name  or  number  of  the  particular  monument. 

A  tablet  much  used  is  inscribed :  "  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Triangulation  Station.  For  information  write  to  Superintendent, 
Washington,  D.  C.  $250  fine  or  imprisonment  for  disturbing  this 
mark."  In  the  center  of  this  mark  is  a  triangle,  and  in  the  future 
the  name  of  the  station  will  appear  just  below  the  triangle.  The 
bench  marks  established  in  connection  with  the  determination  of  the 
mean  sea  level  by  tidal  observations  and  of  the  elevations  in  the 
interior  of  the  country  bv  precise  leveling  will  be  marked  by  tablets 
properly  inscribed,  on  which  the  number  of  the  bench  mark  will  be 
stamped. 

The  name  or  number  stamped  on  the  tablet  will  enable  engineers 
and  others  to  ask  for  the  geographic  positions  or  data  in  regard  to 
the  b«ich  marks,  with  the  assurance  that  those  at  headqiiarters  will 
know  without  the  least  doubt  the  monuments  for  which  information 
ie  wanted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•7  I- 


COMMERCE   BEPOaTS. 


AKEEICAH  CONSITLAB  OEFICESS  09  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nanw. 

Poet. 

Address. 

JrwpJl   JolinF...... 

CbefM,  China 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Ha«Te,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada . . . 
St.  Ga'l,8wtU(Tland.. 

Oct.     1 
....do... 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  IS 
Not.    I 

Oalaiia,ni. 

iLnKelLine   llosf)      

repartinent  of  State,  Washinctoo,  D.  C. 
C/o  Uolrenity  aub,  Kansas  Citr,  He. 

LainR,  James  OUvef 

repartment  of  State,  Washincton.  D.  a 
Rushville,  Ind. 

Department  of  State,  WasUnirton,  D.  C. 
13n  Butaw  Place.  Baltimore  ICd. 

MansBeld,  UotXirt  E 

Plk.>  WlliiamJ 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson.... 
Masterswn,  Wllltom  W.».... 

Puerto     Plata,     Do- 
minican Republic. 
Durban,  South  Africa. 

Oct     1 
Sept.  30 

C/o  Ballowell  &  benrj,  27  itee  Stmt, 
New  York  City. 

"  Contiul  Mantervoo  Informs  the  Burean  that  be  will  be  in  New  York  City  from  Sept.  2C 
tu  80,  during  which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  Interested  In  Sooth  Airlcas 
rommerclal  matters.  CommuDlcatlons  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  office. 
Koom  409,  Customhouse,  New  York  City. 


INCBEASEB  BAILROAD  BATES  IN  AVSTBIA-EinsrOABT. 

[Consul  Walloce  3.  Young,  Carlsbad,  Austria,  Aug.  14.] 

A  20  per  cent  increase  in  both  the  freight  and  passenger  rates  of 
the  railroads  of  Austria-Hungary  is  forecasted.  The  press  states 
that  in  order  to  meet  the  large  interest  due  on  the  Austrian  war  loans 
the  Government  must  consider  new  means  for  the  raising  of  revenue, 
and  that  this  increase  in  rates  has  been  suggested.  It  was  at  first, 
according  to  reports,  planned  to  raise  rates  only  on  the  railroads 
owned  by  the  State  and  not  on  the  privately  owned  roads.  The  plan 
now  being  considered  is,  however,  not  only  to  raise  the  rates  on  the 
Government-owned  roads  but  also  on  the  privately  owned  roads, 
and  that  the  latter  will  pay  a  tax  of  tliis  additional  20  per  cent  to 
the  Government.  As  showing  what  the  Government  would  obtain 
from  such  a  tax,  it  is  pointed  out  that  in  1914  this  extra  20  per  cent 
for  freight  and  baggage  alone,  and  not  counting  passenger  fares, 
would  have  amounted  to  $33,000,000. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOKESTIC  COHMEBCl. 

DI8TBICI  OtTICES.  COOP£lUTITK  OmCKB. 


KEW  TOBK.  Boob  40«,  Gutoakoise. 

B0ST05:  1801  Cntomhoise. 

CHlClCOt  (04  Federal  Balldlag. 

ST.  liOVlS:  40S  Third  Katloail  Balk  BalMlig. 

ATUNTA:  SSI  Pott  OBce  Balldlat,. 

TStm  0BI.BA58:  lOSO  Blberala  Baak  BalMlag. 

8iM  FBANGIBOOt  SO*  Caitoathenr. 

SBATTLB:  849  Heary  Balldlag. 


CLITEUKB:  Gkaaker  of  OoaHnee. 
CncnniATl  >  Chaaber  of  Ooauieree. 
CniCUfNATli  C  R.  O.  *  T.  P.  Bj.  Ce. 
LOS  ineELES:  Gkaaker  of  Goaaert*. 
PHILAKLPHU:  Chaaber  ef  G«umr«. 
caATTAllOO«ii  SeaUi  Amdcaa  AgaH,  8Mlk- 

•n  Bf .  On. 
POBTLANIS  OBSe.!  Ckaafcer  of  Caaaent. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEKCE  REPOETS.  ^76 

FOBEION  !ntAJ>£  ONiHRTfnSTnES, 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  district  oSlces.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  shonld  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  •pportnnlty  nnniWr. 
Tbe  Bareao  does  not  famiBh  credit  ratln^n  or  assamerreponslblllty  as  to  tbe  staodlne 
of  foreign  Inqalrers;  the  usual  precautions  sboold  be  taken  In  all  i 


Mica,  No.  22373. — ^The  Bureau  Is  ioformed  that  a  firm  in  Argentina  wishes  to 
find  a  uiarket  In  tbe  United  Stutes  for  mica.  It  I9  in  position  to  furnish 
any  quantity  In  pieqes  of  12  Inches  each.  Bu-siness  may  be  transacieU 
through  a  firm  in  the  United  States.  Samples  of  the  mica  may  be  Inspected 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  ofHces.     (Uefer  to  Miscel.  No.  US.) 

Herring,  cod  liver  oil,  etc..  No.  22374. — ^A  business  man  in  Scotland  writes  the 
Bureau  astclng  to  be  supplied  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
Importers  of  pickled  Iceland  herring  In  barrels,  cod-liver  oil,  medicine  oil, 
seal  oil,  whale  oil,  etc. 

Sacks,  No.  22375. — An  American  citizen  in  Cuba  writes  that  lie  is  negotiating 
for  the  sale  of  sugar  sacbs  In  Cuba  and  wlslies  to  receive  names  and 
addresses  of  firms  whlcb  are  In  position  to  supply  sacks. 

Drugs,  No.  22376. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  that  it 
desires  to  place  an  order  in  the  United  States  for  drugs  to  be  shipped  to  one 
of  Its  correspondents  in  Brazil.  Payment  will  be  made  by  draft  attached 
to  shipping  documents  at  destination. 

Tubes,  No.  22377.— A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  the  Bnrpau  that  a  mer- 
chant in  Spain  wishes  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American  manu- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  steel  tultes,  clutrcoal  Iron  tubes,  and  brass  tubes. 
Additional  information  may  be  bad  on  application  to  tbe  firm  In  the 
United  States. 

Trucks.  No.  22S78. — A  flrra  in  the  United  States  writes  tbe  Bnrean  thaf  a  com- 
mission merchant  In  Cuba  desires  to  form  commercial  relations  with 
Amerif-an  manufnotnrers  and  exporters  of  ele«tric  trucks.  1  to  3  tons 
capacity.    The  merchant  wishes  to  act  as  r^resentatlve.    References. 

Sardines  and  lobsters.  No.  22.379. — A  firm  on  the  west  coast  of  the  United  States 
Informs  one  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  that  it  desires  Inime- 
dinte  quotatUms.  f.  o.  b.  steamer  New  York,  on  300  cases  of  canned  sardines 
In  oil,  one-quarter  key  cans,  and  300  cases  of  canned  lobsters.  A  sample 
can  of  each  should  be  sent  at  once.    References. 

Cable,  No.  22380. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Norway  writes  that  a  man 
lo  his  district  desires  to  become  agent  of  American  mannfncturers  of  vul- 
canlKed  cable  for  electrical  purposes.  Catalogues  and  full  information 
should  be  sent  at  once.    Tbe  man  states  he  can  supply  bank  references. 

Bolter  skates.  No.  22S81. — A  business  man  In  Canada  Informs  an  American 
consniar  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  Ameri- 
can mnnufactnra:*  and  exporters  of  roller  skates.     References. 

Machinery,  No.  22382. — An  American  consular  officer  In  a  British  possession 
writes  that  a  Arm  In  his  district  would  like  to  get  Information  relative 
to  machinery  for  making  paper  bags. 

Machinerv,  roasters,  etc..  No.  2^83. — A  firm  in  Spain  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  Is  desirous  of  Imporilng  machines  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  Ice;  coffee  mills;  coffee  roasters;  and  various  kinds  of 
patented  machines.    Correspondence  In  English.    References. 

OMnov>are,  cutlerv,  etc..  No.  22384. — An  American  consular  officer  In  East 
Africa  reports  that  a  firm  of  merchants  and  commission  agents  In  his 
district  desires  to  secure  agencies  for  the  introduction  and  sale  of  Amerl- 
:»o  goods.  Tbe  firm  Is  particularly  Interested  In  chlnaware,  glassware, 
hardware  and  cutlery,  and  toilet  sui^lles.    Correspondence  In  English. 

Beed  pockets.  No.  22385.— A  firm  In  South  Africa  writes  tbe  Bureon  that  It 
desires  to  purchase  lithographed  pockets  or  seed  containers.  Interested 
firms  should  send  a  complete  line  of  samples,  prices,  etc. 
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[Correspondence  sbould  be  direct  with  the  oOces  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  nsoallr 
be  obtained  at  tbe  points  where  Itie  goods  are  to  be  deiivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  is  too  abort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  teiiders,MKT 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  malllntt  lists  of  such  offlces  to  receive  notices  calling  tor 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction  work,  No.  3567. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Soper- 
vLsIng  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C  unUl 
October  16,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  post  office  at  Did(- 
inson,  N.  Dak.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion at  the  at>ove  office. 

Tents,  No.  3568. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  office  of  tbe  C3iief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  S^ttemlier  22. 
1916,  for  fnrnisliing  the  Signal  C!orps  with  50  tents  and  50  sets  of  pact 
frames. 

Gasoline  tractors.  No.  3569. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  until 
September  15,  1916,  for  furnishing  f.  o.  b.  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  27  gasoline 
tractors,  caterpillar  type.  Holt  45  horsepower  or  equal.  Speclflcatlons  may- 
be had  upon  application  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army. 

Linoleum,  No.  3570. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  untH 
September  16,  1016,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  1,500  square  yards  of 
linoleum.  Further  information  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  tbe 
above,  office. 

Forage,  flour,  and  seed.  No.  3571. — Seated  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Supply  Committee,  Treasury  Department,  Auditors' 
Building,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  4,  1916,  for  furnishing  the 
executive  departments  and  other  Government  establishments  during  eight 
months  of  the  fiscal  year,  from  November  1,  1916,  with  forage,  flour,  and 
seed,  class  11.  Blank  forms  of  specifications  and  instructions  to  bidden 
will  be  furnished  on  application  to  tbe  General  Supply  Committee. 

QasoUne  trucks.  No.  3572. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  office 
of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  15,  1916,  fur  furnishing  and  delivering  f.  o.  b.  dock,  Honolulu. 
Hawaii,  45  gasoline  trucks.  Specifications  will  be  furnished  on  application 
to  the  above  office. 

Levee  work.  No.  3573. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  Engineer  Office, 
Mississippi  River  Commission,  Customs  House,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  until  Sep- 
tember 19,  1916,  for  constructing  about  700,000  cubic  yards  of  earthwork. 
Further  information  on  application  at  above  office. 

Hardware,  No.  3574. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  tbe 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  S^tember 
23,  1916.  for  furnishing  1,000  Inspectors'  pocket  kits,  72  wrenclies,  300 
heavy  Jackknlves,  165  oil  and  75  tool  holders  with  tools.  Spedficatlons! 
and  drawings  will  tie  furnished  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

ilUroscopcs,  No.  3575. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  Unltetl  States,  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
September  18,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  25  Bausch  &  Lend) 
microscopes. 

Electrical  supplies.  No.  3.576. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  office  of 
the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Sep- 
tember 23,  1916,  for  furnishing  the  Signal  Corps  with  Frankel  display  clips, 
cable-hanger  rings,  insulators,  connectors,  voltmeters,  flash  lights,  coils,  eta 
Speciflcationa  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  tbe  above  office. 

ilcdical  supplies.  No.  3577. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  V., 
until  September  13,  1916,  for  furnishing  chloroform,  nitroglycerin,  writ- 
ing-paper pads,  rubber  rulers,  operating  cases,  graduated  glass  irrlgatats, 
wliite  enamel  pitchers,  powder  sprinklers,  hyiwdcrmlc  syringes,  cocaine 
tubes,  rasters,  razor  strops,  Mohr's  plnchcocks,  etc- 

wASBixoTON  :  coTBnxuBXT  PB tsyTKC  enw» :  >»!• 

Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC    . 


SEP  20  1916 

COMMERCE  REPORTS 
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JAVA  TO  HAVE  A  COUHEBCIAL  EXHIBITIOIT. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Far  East  Importing  Co.,  New  York, 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  been  supplied 
with  a  circular  announcing  a  "general  exhibition  of  agriculture, 
cattle  breeding,  fishery,  commerce,  and  industries  in  Netherlands 
India"  to  be  held  in  Soerabaya,  Java,  from  May  1  to  November  1, 
1918.  The  circular  states:  "All  foreign  countries  are  invited  to 
participate.  The  international  section  contains  special  sections 
for  Indian  agricultural  and  industrial  machinery  and  implements. 
There  will  be  an  international  electrotechnical  exhibition  and  a  gen- 
eral exhibition  of  imports.  Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Secretary  A.  N.  I.  T.  A.  [Algemeene  Nederlandsch-Indische  Ten- 
toon.stelling  Associate].  Scerabaya,  Java." 


RESTBICTIONS  ON  EXPOBTS  TO  SCANDINAVIA. 

[Cablegram  from  .Vmfrlian  Consul  General,  Loudon,  ICnslaod,  dated  St'pt.  11.] 

Announcement  has  been  made  that  no  further  export  licenses  or 
other  facilities  will  be  given  until  October  1,  or  until  further  notice 
by  the  British  Government  for  the  shipment  of  the  following  goods 
to  the  countries  named : 

Denmark — Animal  oils  and  fats,  apricot  kernels,  borate  of  lime, 
borax  and  boron  compotinds,  bristles,  egg  yolk  and  albumen,  gi'ass 
seeds,  hair,  meat,  sago,  starches,  sulphur,  talc  (powdered),  tapioca, 
tea,  vegetable  fibers,  vegetable  oils,  and  oil  seeds  (excluding  soya 
beans) ;  Norway; — Beef  casings,  borax  and  boron  compounds,  cocoa, 
coffee,  nickel,  pitch,  sheepskins,  talc  (powdered),  tar,  and  tar  oil; 
Sweden-r-Antimony,  apricot  kernels,  binder  twine,  bristles,  camauba 
wax,  casein  casing,  cocoa,  corkwood,  coffeej  dried  fruit,  gums  (ex- 
cept shellac),  hair,  honey,  leather,  margarme  (raw  materials  used 
in  manufacture  of),  meat,  peach  kernels,  plum  kernels,  rice,  rosin, 
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spices,  starches,  sisal, «teel  (high  speed),  tea,  turpentine,  and  turpen- 
tine oil;  Netherlands — Biscuits,  bristles,  eggs,  ^g  yolk  and  egg 
albumen,  fish  oil,  fruit,  nuts  and  kernels,  gums,  hair,  honey,  matches, 
pitch,  preserved  and  canned  goods,  sulphur,  spirits,  spices,  starches, 
rubber  and  balata,  talc  (powdered),  tar,  vegetable  filers,  and  yeast 
Holders  of  unexhausted  licenses  for  the  shipment  of  goods  named 
are  directed  to  communicate  with  the  War  Trade  Department.  The 
foregoing  restrictions  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  allies  and  apply 
to  shipments  from  United  States.  The  articles  mentioned  are  tliose 
which  have  been  supplied  to  the  countries  concerned  in  quantities 
alleged  to  exceed  the  normal  requirements  of  such  countries.  As 
stocks  decline  articles  will  be  removed  from  the  list  of  prohibitions. 
The  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust  has  been  advised  to  issue  no  further 
permits  for  goods  covered  by  this  notice.  It  is  presumed  that  Ameri- 
can goods  already  covered  by  letters  of  assurance  will  not  be  stopped. 


PBODTJCTION  OP  OBAHITE  IH  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  July  19.] 

Wages  received  by  the  workmen  at  the  Swedish  granite  quarries 
are  high  on  account  of  the  difficult  nature  of  their  work.  It  is  cal- 
culated that  a  paving-stone  hewer  ought  to  be  able  to  earn  1,500 
crowns  ($402)  a  year.  The  work  is  generally  contracted  for.  Build- 
ing and  square  Hewers  generally  get  10  per  cent  higher  wages  than 
the  paving-stone  hewers. 

Conditions  are  now  poor  in  the  granite  industry,  because  the  war 
has  made  the  exportation  to  foreign  countries  almost  impossible. 
Considerable  s-tock  has  been  gathered,  however,  chiefly  in  the  Ger- 
man dimensions:  12/15  centimeters  broad,  16/18  or  18/20  high,  and 
15/25  long  (centimeter=0.39  inch).  No  exact  statement,  however, 
can  be  given  concerning  the  size  of  the  stock. 
American  Demand  is  for  Special  Form  of  Stone. 

The  general  opinion  in  Swedish  stone- working  circles  is  that  there 
can  be  no  exportation  to  America  on  a  larger  scale  than  at  present 
Some  firms  have  tried  to  produce  paving  stones  in  the  size  that  is 
used  in  America,  but  it  has  been  shown  tnat  the  production  of  such 
a  stone  meets  with  technical  difficulties,  partly  because  the  Amer- 
ican stone  is  much  narrower  and  longer  than  the  kind  of  stone  that 
the  workmen  are  accustomed  to  produce  here,  and  partly  because  it  is 
especially  difficult  to  get  the  Swedish  granite  as  mellow  as  that  in 
America.  The  workmen  have  therefore  objected  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  American  kind  of  stone.  The  high  freights,  moreover, 
will  certainly  during  many  years  make  stone  exports  very  difficult 

Competition  for  School  Buildii^  in  Hatanms. 

An  appropriation  of  $150,000  has  been  made  by  the  Congress  of 
Cuba  for  the  construction  of  a  building  for  the  Provincial  Institute 
at  Matanzas,  with  offices  for  the  provincmal  superintendent  of  schools 
and  the  board  of  education.  Designs  and  specifications  are  to  be 
presented  within  six  months,  and  $1,000  will  be  awarded  the  com- 

Setitor  receiving  the  first  prize,  according  to  the  law  in  the  Boletin 
e  la  Secretaria  de  Hacienda,  and  $500  will  be  giv«l  iba  winner  or 
the  second  prize. 
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CHINESE  BEFU6EES  IN  HON&EONG. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  China,  Aug.  7.] 

In  the  past  few  weeks  between  90_,000  and  100,000  refugees  from 
South  China  points,  pai-ticularly  districts  in  and  around  Canton, 
have  come  to  Hongkong.  They  are  bringing  with  them  so  far  as 
possible  all  their  ready  money  and  valuables.  The  result  lias  been  a 
large  increase  in  available  cash  resources  in  Hongkong  banks,  which, 
on  the  whole,  now  have  far  more  funds  than  they  can  use  under 
present  conditions. 

The  influx  of  so  great  a  number  of  people  in  a  colony  the  size  of 
Hongkong  has  serious  economic  results.  Tnere  has  been,  of  course,  :i 
sharp  rise  in  rents,  and  the  demand  for  tenements  in  the  Chine.se  dis- 
trict is  so  great  that  real  estate  in  some  instances  is  reaching  aston- 
ishing figures.  The  strain  upon  the  local  food  supply  also  leads  to 
increased  prices,  and  in  nearly  all  lines  the  cost  of  living,  already 
seriously  enhanced  because  of  war  conditions  generally,  is  very 
materially  increased.  Transportation  conveniences  of  all  sorts  are 
crowded,  particularly  the  steamers  between  Hongkong  and  Canton. 

Large  Increase  in  Permanent  Chinese  Population. 

The  usual  result  of  these  influxes  of  Chinese  from  up-country-  in 
times  of  trouble  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  permanent  popula- 
tion of  the  colony.  While  the  great  mass  of  refugees  return  to  their 
homes  after  the  removal  of  the  causes  which  led  tnem  to  take  refuge 
in  Hongkong,  there  is  always  a  large  number  of  them  who  remain 
permanently.  The  troubles  in  South  China  are  thus  gradually  in- 
creasing the  Chinese  population  of  Hongkong,  and  at  the  present 
time  the  greater  portion  of  the  residence  districts  on  the  lower  levels, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  and  were  occupied  by  Europeans,  are 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Chinese.  In  manv  respects  the  entire 
li'fe  of  Europeans  in  Hongkong  has  been  and  is  Being  changed. 

A  return  to  normal  business  and  social  conditions  in  Hongkong 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  together  with  this  notable  increase  in 
population  of  well-to-do  Chinese,  will  make  serious  changes  in  life 
in  Hongkong  inevitable.  It  seems  likely  now  that  there  will  be  a 
notable  increase  in  building,  especially  the  construction  of  up-to-date 
residence  properties.  The  Dusiness  of  supplying  materials  for  such 
construction  will  be  well  worth  looking  into. 


BLACK  DAMP  IN  MINES  INVESTIGATED. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines,  in  pursuing  investigations 
looking  to  greater  safet}^  in  mining,  has  analyzed  samples  of  the  air 
in  many  different  coal  mines  in  the  United  States  and  has  studied  the 
analyses.  The  results  of  one  phase  of  this  study  are  presented  in 
Bulletin  105j  "  Black  Damp  in  Mines."  This  study  shows  how  at- 
mospheric air,  after  entering  a  coal  mine,  loses  oxygen  and  gains 
carbon  dioxide,  with  resulting  formation  of  so-called  black  damp. 
The  report  also  discusses  the  effects  of  the  constituents  of  black  damp 
on  men,  on  the  burning  of  oil  and  acetylene  lamps,  and  on  the  ex- 
plosibility  of  methane.  Copies  of  this  bulletin  may  be  obtained  free 
of  charge  by  addressing  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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ITAUAH  USE  OF  GAS  AHS  ELECTBIC  FTXTITBES. 

(Consul  B.  Harroy  Carroll,  jr.,  Tenlce,  July  27.] 

Every  hardware  dealer  in  Venice  handles  electric  and  gas  fixtures, 
and  the*  same  conditions  probably  prevail  in  all  towns  in  the  Veneto. 
Venice,  for  geographical  and  other  reasons,  would  hardly  serve  as 
a  center  for  Italian  import  trade,  as  the  Veneto  is  ^nerally  supplied 
by  wholesale  dealers  in  Milan  or  Crenoa.  This  city,  howexer,  was 
formerly  visited  at  regular  intervals  by  German  and  Austnan  com- 
mercial travelers  who.  in  order  to  obtain  control  over  the  market, 
quoted  prices  in  Italian  lire,  including  duty  and  carriage. 

Both  electricity  and  gas  are  used  for  illumination  in  Venice  and 
the  principal  towns  in  this  district,  though  in  smaller  centers  elec- 
tricity furnishes  the  only  public  illumination.  Acetylene  is  still  used 
in  private  houses  though  not  to  any  large  extent.  On  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  coal  and  transportation  difficulties  the  price  of  gas  illu- 
mination has  greatly  increased  in  some  cities.  In  others  illumination 
by  gas  has  ceased  entirely,  and  there  are  cities  where  the  volume  of 
gas  furnished  has  been  regulated  and  diminished. 

Increased  TTse  of  Electricity  for  Various  Purposes. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  by  the  gas  company  that  serves  Venice 
to  double  the  price  of  the  gas  per  cubic  meter.  For  this  and  other 
reasons  there  is  an  increased  use  of  electricity  for  lighting,  power, 
and  even  for  heating  and  cooking.  The  use  oi  the  electric  light  was 
on  the  increase  in  the  country  towns  even  before  the  war,  on  account 
of  the  abundance  of  water  power. 

While  there  is  familiarity  with  English  in  commercial  circles  in 
Italy,  it  will  be  found  to  advantage  if  corre^ondence  b  conducted  in 
the  native  language.  Italian  firms  usuallv  require  90  to  120  days' 
credit,  and  abandon  the  small  discount  allowed  for  cash  payments, 
as  cash  payments  would  be  due  before  the  goods  are  landed  in  Italy, 
and  owing  to  present  conditions  letters  require  about  30  days  to 
reach  Venice. 

[Lists  of  dealers  lu  electric  fixtures  at  Venice  and  of  dealers  In  gas  and 
electrlc-liglitlng  fixtures  in  the  Venice  consular  district  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperatlre 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79638.] 


EXPEBDEEirrS  Df  THE  BEABIHa  OF  BUTE  FOXES. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  between  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Commerce  and  the  Bureau  of 
Biological  Survey,  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  experimental 
work  m  the  rearing  of  blue  foxes.  The  Fisheries  Bureau  will  supply 
the  Biological  Survey  Bureau  this  season  with  six  pairs  of  blue  foxes 
from  the  Pribilof  Islands,  Alaska,  for  use  on  a  fox  farm  in  the 
State  of  New  York. 

The  price  commanded  for  blue-fox  pelts  naturally  makes  the  ques- 
tion of  the  possibilities  in  the  way  of  breeding  the  blue  fox  in 
captivity  of  considerable  interest.  The  problem  has  been  undertaken 
by  various  persons  in  different  regions,  but  the  Bureau  of  Fidieries 
is  not  aware  that  definite  results  have  been  i)btained.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  work  of  the  Biological  Survey  in  this  respect  will  devdop 
methods  for  successfully  rearing  this  animal  in  captivity  from  the 
standpoint  of  a  profitable  fur-producing  business. 
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BECOBB  SHIFHENTS  OF  COFFEE  FBOH  SAITTOS. 

[Consal  Carl  F.  Deichman,  Santos,  Brazil,  Aug.  10.] 

Exports  of  coffee  from  Santos  during  the  1915-16  season  totaled 
11,445,533  bags  of  60  kilos,  or  132.28  pounds,  each — a  figure  equaled 
but  once  (in  1906-7)  in  the  pa.st  18  years,  as  the  following  table,  com- 
piled from  the  returns  of  the  Association  of  Commerce,  show.s : 


Crops. 

Bags. 

Crops. 

Bags. 

Crops. 

1     V^V. 

1898-1899 

5,535,361 
5,742,362 
7,821.541 
9,731,921 
9,542.481 
6,537,226 

1904-1905 

7,174,657  ' 
7.280,162  ' 

13,874,113 
8,515,244 
9,381,867 

10,278,215  : 

1910-1911 

i    9,  HO  49"> 

1899- ICOO 

1905-1906 

1911-1912 

1912-1913 

f>  143  ti'vj 

1900-1901 

1906-1907 

...  1    s.  S21)  :m 

ltOl-1902 

1907-1908 

1913-1914 

1914-1915 

1915-1016 

■  11.30S.:i:o 

1902  1903 

1908-1909 

...'     9  WI  89J 

1903-1901 

1909-1910 

...1  II,  145  5)1 

New  York  took  33  per  cent  of  the  1915-16  shipments,  and  was  the 
port's  best  customer.  New  Orleans  and  Havre  ranked  second  and 
third,  their  shares  being  12.6  and  11.2  per  cent,  respectively.  The 
chief  destinations  and  the  quantities  or  coffee  sent  to  each  during 
the  past  season  were: 


Exported  to— 

Bags.     1 

Exported  to— 

Bags. 

Exported  to— 

Bags. 

N«w  York 

3,702,330  , 
1,439,422 
1,281,852 
922,640 
697,260 
680,986 
477,895 
364,182 
360,192 

.•«1,3S0 
251,223 
221,179 
168,974 
143,024 
92,636 
88,000 
43,671 
43,375 

Bergen 

36,127 

Marseille 

SevRle 

20,696 

Malmo 

18,245 

Genoa    .. 

Buenos  Aires 

Snn  Frnncteco 

Bordeaux 

Son  Pedro 

10,550 

Btockbolm 

All  other  ports 

Total 

° 199, 794 

11,445,533 

London     

Barcelona 

•  Inclodea  81,445  bags  exported  In  the  coastwise  trade  and  1,410  bags  for  ships'  use. 

The  receipts  of  coffee  in  Santos  during  July,  1916,  amounted  to 
1,246,914  bags  and  the  exports  to  705,087  bags. 


SIAH  lUFOBTS  ITS  ENTIBE  SUFFLT  OF  BUTTEB. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Uanson,  Bangkok,  July  8.] 

There  is  no  production  of  butter  in  Siam,  or,  in  fact,  of  any  ottier 
daily  product,  except  an  insignificant  amount  of  milk,  so  that  all 
the  local  supplies  of  butter  must  come  from  abroad.  The  imports 
of  this  foodstuff  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  totaled 
63,367  pounds,  valued  at  $23,407,  compared  with  91.423  pounds, 
valued  at  $29,742  for  1914. 

Australia  and  Denmark  were  the  chief  sources  of  the  butter  im- 
ports into  this  coimtry  during  the  fiscal  year  1915.  The  former 
supplied  25,695  pounds,  valued  at  $8,965,  and  the  latter  21,060  pounds, 
valued  at  $9,063.  The  share  of  the  United  States  was  212  poiind.s, 
valued  at  $57. 

According  to  recent  price  lists,  selected  Danish  butter  retails  in 
Bangkok  at  $70  per  case  of  200  half-pound  tins,  $76  for  120  one- 
pound  tins,  and  $96  for  80  two-pound  tins.  The  same  grade  of 
Australian  butter  sells  at  $46  for  100  one-pound  tins  and  $46  for  50 
two-pound  tins. 

The  import  duty,  on  butter  is  3  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  there 
are  no  restrictions  on  the  imports  of  butter  into  this  countr}'. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


982  COMMEBCE   KEPOKTS. 

00TER11IE9T  FUJUJCATiOJB  TOE.  SAIK 

The  following  were  among  the  publimtioos  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  .Superintendent  of  Doeumaits  at  Wadungton  daring  the 
week  ended  September  9: 

Market*  for  Marl  in>  ry  and  Machine  Tool*  in  Pern.  Bolicia.  OMi  CMie  (Special 
Agents  S<Tit^  llxi. — Itf views  tlie  character  aod  metbod.<t  of  tbe  mactaine  trade 
in  tlie  c<*untri<^  covered,  and  ^ves  latest  arailable  statistics  for  imports  of 
arti'li-s  of  tliis  cliL-v-t.    Price.  10  cpnts. 

Dtniiti/  and  LriHiniion  of  Anif  r'uan  Petroleum  Oils  I  Standards  Borean  Tedi- 
nolofric  I'ajier  77). — Describes  nietiiwl  of  procedare.  apparatos  used,  redticti<m 
of  observation.?,  and  tabulated  results  In  detail  applicable  to  all  petrrriemn  oils, 
both  crude  and  refine<l.  pro<Iuc»>d  in  the  Uniti-d  States.    Price.  10  cents. 

Calculation  of  Planck'i  Connlant  C.  (Standards  Scientific  Paper  287).— A 
mattiematical  discus.«iou  showing  how  simply  the  equations  for  all  the  known 
methods  of  calculatiiig  d  may  be  deduced  from  a  general  solution  of  Plancfs 
equation.    I»rice,  5  cvmh. 

Method*  of  Making  Elect roliisi*  Surrey*  (Standards  Bureau  Technologie 
Paper  28). — Deals  with  the  various  types  of  measurements  employed  to  deter- 
mine the  dan^rer  to  undergronnd  pi|)es  and  cables  due  to  tbe  flow  of  stray  elec- 
trkMl  currents.    Price,  20  cents. 

Commercial  Imic*  of  England,  Scotland.  Germany,  and  France  (Spedal 
Agents  Series  97). — I^esents  practical  matters  pertaining  to  law  and  ie^l  pro- 
ce<lnre  in  foreign  countries  of  Interest  to  the  American  manufacturer,  exporter, 
and  merchant    Reprint.    Price,  15  cents. 

Cottonteed  Products  and  Their  Competitor*  in  Xorthern  Europe:  Part  H, 
Edible  Oils  (Si)ecial  Agents  Series  89). — .\  report  dealing  with  the  export  trade 
In  American  cottonseed  oil  and  the  margarin  industry.    Reprint.    Price,  5  c«»ts. 


ISSUE  OF  BRAZniAir  SECUUIIIES. 

The  Minister  of  the  Treasury  of  Brazil  is  authorized  to  issue  bonds 
up  to  the  amount  of  2o,000,(K)6  milreis  paper  (paper  milreis=abont 
25  cents),  in  accordance  with  an  executive  decree  in  the  Boletim  da 
Alfandega  of  July  31.  The  funds  are  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of 
loans  contracted  by  the  Government  for  the  construction  of  the 
railways  Timbo  a  Propria,  Madeira-Mamore,  S.  Luiz  a  Caxias,  exten- 
sion of  Sobral  line,  Central  do  Rio  Grande  do  Norte,  Passo  Fundo 
a  Uruguay,  Itaqui  a  S.  Borja,  and  other  State  lines.  The  bonds  will 
be  issued  for  the  value  of  1,000  milreis  each,  bearing  5  per  cent 
annual  interest,  paper,  payable  semiannually.  The  amortization 
will  be  at  the  rate  of  one-naif  per  cent  per  annum,  counting  from  the 
3ear  following  the  completion  of  the  works,  by  purchase,  should  the 
bonds  be  below  par,  or  by  lot  if  the  bonds  are  at  par  or  above  par. 


CHESHIBE  SALT  EZPOBTS. 

[Consnl  Horace  Lee  WaRblngton,  LlTerpool,  England,  Aug.  18.] 

The  return  of  Cheshire  salt  exports,  compiled  from  customhouse 
returns  by  the  Salt  Union  and  published  in  the  Liverpool  Courier 
for  August  14,  1916,  shows  that  the  shipments  of  salt  to  foreign 
countries  during  July  amounted  to  41,193  tons,  as  compared  with 
45,425  tons  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year.  A  decline  of 
over  7,0(X)  tons  was  shown  in  the  shipments  to  the  United  States,  but 
Asiatic  business  was  higher  by  more  than  3,000  tons. 

Coastwise  shipments  amounted  to  2,465  tons,  being  40  tons  higher 
than  a  year  ago. 

[A  report  on  conditions  of  the  British  salt  trade  was  published  In  Ck>KMEKCK 
Repobts  for  June  8,  1916.1 
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FBEIOHT  SEDUCTIONS  AT  HONGEONO. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Ilongkong,  British  China,  Aug.  .j.] 

There  has  been  a  sharp  decline  in  trans-Pacific  freight  rates  within 
the  past  few  days,  and  at  the  present  writing  rates  comparable  with 
those  obtained  previous  to  the  "war  have  been  quoted.  General  busi- 
ness slackness  in  the  Far  East,  due  to  some  extent  to  the  high  value 
of  silver  exchange,  which  prevents  the  sale  of  Chinese  products 
abroad  to  advantage,  has  resulted  in  a  marked  decrease  in  the  move- 
ment of  produce. 

As  usual  under  such  circumstances,  the  subsidized  Japanese  lines 
have  cut  rates.  Several  large  tramp  steamers  have  come  into  the 
market  for  cargoes,  and  additional  tonnage  has  been  offered  fiom 
other  sources.  The  result  has  been  a  general  collapse  in  rates  east- 
ward, which  is  likely  to  obtain  untU  some  of  the  tonnage  now  in 
service  on  the  Pacific  is  transferred  to  other  routes  and  until  a  change 
in  the  silver  situation  permits  a  renewal  of  active  export  to  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  Rates  from  Hongkong  and  China  ports  to 
the  United  States  and  Canadian  overland  common  points  at  the  pi-es- 
ent  time  are  open  and  competitive. 

The  China  coast  freight  situation  is  completely  demoralized.  Rates 
on  rice  from  Saigon  to  Hongkong,  usually  counted  as  the  basic  rate 
for  coastal  freights,  have  fallen  from  $1.20  local  currency  to  $0.20 
local  currency  per  picul  of  133^  pounds.  Chartering  is  slow  in  con- 
sequence, and  it  is  likely  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  there  will 
be  a  readjustment  more  m  accordance  with  freight  conditions  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

COTTOH  EXPOBTS. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  the  exports  of  cotton  during  the  week  ending 
September  9, 1916,  at  the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  were  as  follows: 


District. 

Bal«3. 

Dbtrkts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bal«3. 

20,902 

497 

S.9S2 

17,779 

Phn.ri.i|>h^ 

Massachusetts ......... . 

Soatb  Carolina.. ........ 

Washington..... 

3,043 

ilaryland 

Virginia 

Total 

N«w  York      .]i!!l!Il.l 

44,710 
23,111 

116,023 

North  Carolina     ....  .. 

New  Orleaiw     

The  exports  of  116,023  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1, 1916,  approximately  541,010  bales.  Exports 
of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year  were, 
respectively,  46,151  bales  for  the  week  and  216,409  bales  in  the  cotton 
year. 

Onatemalan  OoTemment  Bnys  American  Aeroplane. 

A  New  York  firm  has  advised  Consul  Stuart  Lupton,  of  Guate-, 
mala  City,  of  the  sale  of  one  of  its  military  aeroplanes  to  the' 
Government  of  Guatemala.    The  price  of  the  machine  was  $11,900. 
The  American  builder  was  put  in  touch  with  the  Guatemalan  officials 
by  Consul  Lupton. 
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COMKEBCE  THSOTTOH  THE  SAXTLT  STE.  MABIE  CABAL. 

AUGUST. 


Articles. 


United  States  canal. 


1915 


1916 


Conadten  rn^M. 


1916 


Ult 


Total. 


UU 


I9U 


EASTBOUKD. 

.^   ,  short  tons. 

Orein bushels. 

Flour barrels. 

Iron  ore short  tons. 

Pig  Iron do... 

1. umber M  feet. 

Wheat bushels. 

Oeaeral  merchandise short  tons. 

Passengers number. 

WESTBOCND. 

Coal: 

Hard short  tons. 

Soft do... 

Flour barrels. 

nroin bushels. 

Manubctured  iron short  tons. 

Iron  ore do... 

Salt barreb. 

Oeneral  merdiandise short  tons. 

Passengers number. 

TOTALS. 

Frehht: 

Eastbound short  tons. 

Westbound do... 


Total. 


13,953 

1,084,874 

507,480 

7,383,520 


19,«S2 

3,717,588 

905,351 

8,051,430 


68,116 

577,309 

23,783 

4,719 


268,048 
1,607,922 


19,157 


96,307 

160,518 

4.738 


53,745 
12,822,181 
53,038 
S,<lt 


308,136 

2,232,726 

20 

1,200 

18,146 

11,424 

86,133 

134,614 

6.051 


2,012 

1,177,406 

303.088 

481,509 

2,550 

3,029 

1,860,971 

17,122 

4,631 


11,000 
73,000 


173 

5,311,716 

435,440 

1,740,503 

2,601 

3,635 

12,651,746 

11,666 

5,230 


14,000 
192,216 


15,964 

2,263.280 

810, 5C8 

7,865,029 

2,sao 

71,145 

2,438,280 

40,910 

9,2S0 


279,948 
I,<71,012 


1,068 


2,035 


20,216 


140 

45,385 
4,619 


6,260 
39,603 
6,216 


96,447 

206,903 

9,357 


19,856 
9,(B».3(B 
1,430,791 
9,791,MI 
2.604 
56,380 
26,473,107 
64,7W 
10,8I( 


323,  U( 

1,431,911 

» 

1,390 

20.181 

U,4>l 

91,383 

174,217 

II,  IK 


7,630,980    8,786,661 
2,160.991     2,717,985 


618,257 
130,553 


3,278,012 
248,604 


8,249,237 
2,201,544 


9,791,971  111,504,646 


748,810 


2,526,616   10,640,781 


Vessel  passages Dumber. 

Registered  tonnage 


2,668  2,800 

7,249,604     8,250,328 


551 
1,033,870 


1,071  3,219 

1,851,311     8,283,474 


11,064,673 
3,966,689 


14,031,2 


3,871 
10,lM,a7 


FIVE  UONTHS  ENDING  AUGUST. 


XASTBOUttn. 

Copper short  tons. 

drain bushels. 

Flour barrels. 

Iron  ore short  tons. 

Fig  Iron do... 

Ijumber Uteet. 

Wheat bushels. 

(ieneral  merchandise short  tons. 

Passengers number. 

"WESTBOUND. 

Coal: 

Hard .short  tons. 

Soft do... 

Flour barrels. 

Rrabi bushels. 

Manufoctnred  iron short  tons. 

Iron  ore do... 

Salt barrels. 

<ienerol  merchandise short  tons. 

Passengers number. 

TOTALS. 

Freight: 

Eostliound short  tons.' 

Westbound do. . . 

Total do... 

Vessel  P«Bage« nomber. 

Registered  tonnage 


71,536 
10,267,403 
2,722,057 
24,992,586 


260,470 
31,046.079 
91,151 
10,816 


1,238.601 

0,349,862 

100 

31,250 

107,668 


376,903 

624,381 

11,149 


27,020,671 
8,277,660 


36,308,331 

9. 618 
26,331,676 


61,773 
26,152,688 
3,107,608 
30,263,166 
19,619 
187,649 
86,006,165 
118,217 
10,902 


1,344,684 

8,548,804 

225 

3,760 

89,093 

14,479 

426,668 

578,341 

10,380 


34,150,487 
10,539,386 


44,696,87) 

U.Ml 
33,722,372 


7,718 

8,783,048 

1,156,648 

970,201 

2,650 

28,878 

10,018, 679 

81,678 

10,900 


36,483 
202,766 


3, 
28,939, 
1,749, 
7,685, 


7, 

65,499, 
46. 
12, 


8,143 


16,870 
165,736 
10,145 


1,701,396 
404,635 


3,106,831 

3.148 
3,471,n3 


61,010 

600,296 

12,960 


7,660 

14,448 

38,787 

188,736 

13,073 


0.962,314 


10,860,100  37,404,163 


4,145 
8,183,151 


79,254 

64,799 

19,030,451 

53,09>,63« 

3,878,606 

4,867,668 

25,902.787 

37,838,(35 

2,550 

19,619 

280,348 

196. 385 

41,064,758 

141,506,221 

172,829 

164,506 

21,725 

23,802 

1,274.174 

1,906,  SM 

6,652,627 

9,168,100 

100 

13,185 

31, 2» 

3,  NO 

115,810 

9^6S 
28,<07 
466,466 

393,853 

680,106 

787,071 

21,394 

23,481 

28.721.967 
8,682,185 


L_    11,798 
19,803,389 


44,121, 7a 
11,427,273 


55, 548, 978 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBXS.  985 

INSTrSTKlAL  HOTES  FBOM  SIBEBIA. 

[Consul  John  K.  Caldwell,  Vladivostok,  Asiatic  Rnssla,  July  31 ;  translation  from  the 

Siberian  press.] 

Sailroad  Construction. 

To  facilitate  the  use  of  the  northern  forests  of  European  and 
Asiatic  Russia  and  to  create  conditions  favorable  to  the  establishment 
of  large  wood-using  factories,  the  Forest  Department  recommends 
the  construction  of  the  following  trunk  railway  lines :  (1)  Ob-Ural- 
White  Sea  line,  1,014  miles;  (2)  Sorokskoe-Plessetzkai-Shenkursk- 
Kotlas  line,  472  miles;  (3)  Ukhta-Shenkursk-Nyandoma-Karnopol- 
Vitegra-Bajini  line,  726  miles;  (4)  Ussolie-Solikamsk-Tcherdin- 
Troitzkaya  line,  374  miles;  (5)  Kotlas-Tcherdin  line,  366  miles;  (6) 
Saikovo-Tobolsk-Narim- Yenisei  line,  1,000  miles. 

On  June  14  the  construction  of  the  Kalchuginsk  Railway  began. 
This  line  will   connect  with   the  Altai  Railroad   at  the  station 
Bayanrovo. 
Information  Bnrean — Ulneral  Development. 

Large  business  houses  of  Petrograd  and  Moscow,  in  order  to 
establish  regular  connections  with  trading  and  industrial  firms  in 
America,  England,  and  Japan,  intend  to  form  a  special  information 
bureau  with  branches  in  several  important  points  in  Siberia,  such  as 
Omsk,  Tomsk,  Irkutsk,  Tchita,  Blagovyeshtchensk,  and  Vladivostok. 

A  25,000,000-rubIe  company  under  the  name  of  the  Altai  Metal- 
lurgical Joint-Stock  Co.  has  been  formed  to  erect  in  the  Tomsk 
Grovemment  iron  and  steel  works  and  machine  shops  and  to  under- 
take the  mining  of  various  minerals. 

The  Russian  Government  is  undertaking  the  study  of  the  mineral 
deposits  along  the  shore  line  of  the  Maritime  Province.  The  region 
from  Vladivostok  at  St.  Olga  Bay  is  intrusted  to  Mr.  Annert,  who 
investigated  the  Saghalien  oil  fields  in  1906-7,  and  the  re^on  to  the 
north  of  St.  Olga  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Polevoy,  who  investigated  the 
coal  fields  of  Saghalien.    Mr.  Polevoy  left  for  St.  Olga  June  27. 


AlIEBICANS  ASSIVE  AT  MAZATLAN  WITHOirT  PASSFOBTS. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S,  S.  Denver,  in  a  report  to 
the  Navy  Department,  states  that  several  Americans  landing  in 
Mazatlan,  Mexico,  were  not  supplied  with  passports,  as  required  by 
the  Mexican  regulations.  The  matter  has  been  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  State  Department.  The  report  from  the  commanding 
oflBcer  of  the  Denver  was  as  follows : 

The  French  consular  agent  reports  that  some  of  the  Americans  landing  in 
Mazntlan  on  August  14  from  the  steamship  Neteport  were  not  supplied  Avith 
the  passports  which  the  Mexican  regulations  require  of  persons  visiting  the 
country.  These  passports  are  to  be  obtained  from  Mexican  consuls  In  the 
country  of  the  passenger's  origin.  Mr.  Clalsse  found  himself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  intervening  with  the  military  authorities  in  behalf  of  the  Americans 
who  were  without  passports.  It  is  recommended  that  a  report  of  this  occur- 
rence be  made  to  tlie  Treasury  Department  that  steps  to  prevent  Its  recurrence 
may  be  taken. 

The  taking  of  preliminary  steps  for  the  organization  of  a  German 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Valparaiso,  Chile,  is  reported  by  Com- 
mercial Attach^  V.  L.  Havens  under  date  of  August  7. 
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LIFES  TO  BE  DEVELOPED  IN  TRADE  WITH  CHILE. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  Aug.  8.] 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  the  secretary  and  traffic  manager 
of  the  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioner  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  asking 
for  information  with  a  view  to  increasing  trade  between  this  part  of 
Chile  and  that  .section  of  the  United  States. 

Among  the  products  of  the  Southwest  which  are  now  imported 
into  this  section,  or  which  might  be  imported  though  now  coming 
from  other  regions,  may  be  mentioned  the  following:  Cereal  prod- 
ucts, olives,  olive  oil,  lard,  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  dried  and 
evaporated  fruits,  kerosene,  gasoline,  fuel  oil,  canned  fish,  tea,  iron 
and  steel,  pipe,  lumber,  paints  and  varnishes,  soap,  hosiery,  flour. 
biscuits,  confectionery,  condensed  milk,  cement,  chemicals,  automobiles 
and  trucks,  etc.  The  sale  of  many  of  these  will  depend  on  prices, 
terms,  qualities,  etc.,  as  compared  with  other  sources  of  supply. 
Flour  can  be  imported  only  when  the  Chilean  wheat  crop  is  short 
and  customs  duties  are  suspended,  as  in  1915. 

Principal  Products  of  District. 

The  products  of  this  district  are  principally  nitrate  of  soda,  copper 
and  copper  ores,  iodine,  and  borax.  Bolivian  products  passing  through 
are  silver-lead  ores,  tin  ores  and  bar  tin,  wolfram  ores,  antimony  ores, 
and  bismuth.  Hides  come  from  this  district  and  Bolivia  also.  Some 
of  the  products,  such  as  iodine,  borax,  and  bismuth,  are  controlled  by 
combinations  and  exclusive  monopolies,  and  do  not  freely  enter  the 
competitive  market. 

Steamship  service  is  fair.  There  are  four  lines  of  through  boats 
from  New  York,  operated,  respectively,  Ir?  W.  B.  Grace  &  Co., 
Wessel,  Duval  &  Co.,  United  States  Steel  Products  Co.,  and  Chile 
Exploration  Co.  There  are  also  two  lines  of  boats  which  make  con- 
nections at  Colon  with  steamers  from  New  York  and  Europe.  They 
are  operated  by  Cis.  Sud  Americana  de  Vapores  (Chilean  &  Pacific 
Steam  Navigation  Co.).  Three  lines  which  can  brine  products  from 
the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  are  operated  by  W.  R.  Grace 
&  Co.,  Toyo  Easen  Kaisha,  and  C.  Henry  Smith  (Inc.).  A  steamer 
of  the  California  South  Sea  Co.  is  now  en  route  for  this  coast  also. 
Some  of  the  tank  boats  of  the  Union  Oil  Co.  of  California  have,  by 
special  arrangement,  taken  cargo  from  this  port  for  California  ports. 
If  American  merchants  could  arrange  to  load  and  receive  cargo  at 
Port  San  Luis  these  boats  would  offer  quick  passage  to  this  section, 
though  the  demand  for  oil  here  is  so  pressing  that  general  cargo 
probably  would  not  be  received  if  it  interfered  with  or  hindered  the 
operations  of  the  vessels  in  the  oil  trade. 
Lack  of  Kainfall  Aifeots  Produetion. 

Practically  all  products  for  consumption,  such  as  foods,  clothing, 
industrial  material,  etc.,  must  be  brought  in  eitlier  from  other  parts 
of  Chile  or  from  foreign  countries,  as  lack  of  rainfall  makes  produc- 
tion of  most  articles  of  this  nature  impossible.  All  things  thus  bear 
a  transportation  cost,  but  on  account  of  the  high  local  freights  from 
the  south  of  Chile  freights  from  foreign  countries  do  not  seem  rela- 
tively high.  This  will  partly  account  for  the  large  amount  of  for- 
eign merchandise  sold  here  in  competition  with  similar  Chilean 
products.    The  new  tariff  law  which  went  into  effect  this  year  in- 
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creased  many  of  the  import  duties,  and  this  will  tend  to  favor  'some 
native  products  more  than  in  the  past. 

General  financial  conditions  are  better  than  last  year.  Nitrate 
plants  are  producing  large  quantities  of  nitrate  of  soda  at  prices 
which  give  a  profit,  but  general  business  is  not  being  done  in  the  same 
optimistic  spirit  which  is  stated  to  have  existed  before  the  war. 
Credits  are  somewhat  reduced  and  there  is  little  tendency  to  buy 
merchandise  beyond  actual  requirements. 

Merchandise  Subject  to  Eongh  Handling. 

In  packing  merchandise  for  shipment  to  all  ports  in  this  district 
it  must  be  remembered  that  steamers  do  not  go  alongside  docks  but 
discharge  into  lighters,  sometimes  when  the  sea  is  rough.  The  mer- 
chandise is  thus  subject  to  rough  handling.  Packing  of  valuable 
articles  should  be  done  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  pilfering 
aboard  vessels,  on  the  lighters,  and  ashore  here.  As  there  is  but 
little  rainfall,  there  are  very  few  warehouses  with  closed  roofs,  so 
that  merchandise  is  stored  exposed  to  the  sun. 

[A  ll.st  of  general  Importers  and  exporters  In  the  Antofagasta  consular  dis- 
trict may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  ForelRn  and  Donje.stic  Ooiuuierce,  iis 
district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  70954.] 


AMERICAN  CONSUIAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Kxpira- 

tiODOf 

venue. 

Addiew. 

Che  too,  China 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada . . . 
St.  Gaii.Swlticrlaijd.. 

Oct.     1 
....do... 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    U 
Oct.    21 
!=ept.  IS 
Not.    1 

Galena,  ni. 

r  epartment  of  State,  Washlorton,  1>.  C. 

C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Haxeltlne,  Rom 

LaiDg,  Jomes  Oliver 

1  epaitment  of  StaU,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Rnihvllle,  Ind.                   ^ 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
laOo  Eutaw  Place.  BalUmore/Hd. 

MansfteW,  Robert  E 

Pike.  WUliam  J 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson 

Masterson,  William  W.« .... 

Puerto     Plata,     Do- 
minican liepubllc 
Durlwn,  South  Africa. 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 

C/o  Hallovreli  &  Benry,  27  Pine  Street, 
New  Yorlc  City. 

•  Consul  Masterson  Informs  the  Itnrean  that  he  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  26 
to  30,  durlnf!  which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  Interested  In  South  African 
commercial  matters.  Communications  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  olBce, 
Room  409,  Customhouse,  New  York  City. 


India's  Exports  of  Manganese  Ore. 

In  the  three  months  ended  with  June,  1916,  there  were  exported 
by  sea  from  British  India  to  foreign  countries  153,209  long  tons  of 
manganese  ore,  valued  at  $988,815,  as  against  56,072  tons,  valued  at 
$381,988,  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1915.  Of  the  1916  ship- 
ments 121,013  tons  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  (47,122  tons  m 
April-June,  1915),  12j300  tons  to  France  (4,000  tons  in  April-June, 
1915),  7,300  tons  to  Italy  (4,950  tons  in  April-June,  1915),  and 
12,326  tons  to  the  United  States  (none  in  April-Jime,  1915). 
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MEBCHAHDISINO  COTTON  IK  BUSSIA. 

[Commercial  Attache  Ilenr;  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  June  13.] 

In  normal  times  cotton  is  by  far  Russia's  largest  import  from  the 
United  States  representing,  in  fact,  over  half  the  value  of  all  mer- 
chandise purchased  from  that  country.  This  cotton,  however,  is 
rarely  purchased  in  the  United  States;  the  import  business  has  been 
negotiated  chiefly  through  firms  in  Bremen,  Grermany,  and  Liverpool, 
England.  At  piesent  such  intermediary  business  is  arranged  entirely 
at  Liverpool.  The  prices  of  American  cotton  are  not  quoted  in  terms 
of  American  money,  but  in  terms  of  either  British  or  Kussian  cur- 
rencj'.    There  are  also  considerable  imports  of  Egyptian  cotton. 

\\  hen  Liverpool  firms  arrange  for  a  shipment  of  American  cotton 
to  Russia  ^usually  to  Moscow),  their  Lyndon  banks  open  up  three 
months'  reimbursement  credits  for  the  Russian  mills.  To  explain 
more  fully,  the  American  exporters,  chiefly  in  New  Orleans  or  Xew 
York,  write  out  three  months'  bills  on  the  London  banks,  which  accept 
these  drafts  against  the  shipping  documents;  the  shipping  documents 
are  sent  out  by  the  London  banks  direct  to  the  Russian  mills,  which 
are  allowed  open  clean  credits  for  about  two  months,  so  that  usually 
for  three  or  four  weeks  the  banks  themselves  have  nothing  in  hand. 
Bremen  and  Liverpool  firms  have  had  representatives  in  Moscow  to 
attend  to  their  business  in  American  and  Egyptian  cotton. 

Kethods  of  Financing  Shipments. 

In  recent  years,  since  the  development  of  the  trade  in  Russian 
Asiatic  cotton,  the  Russian  mills  (mostly  situated  in  the  vicini^  of 
Moscow)  have  shown  an  increasing  tendency  to  buy  their  Amencar 
cotton,  as  well  as  the  Russian  xWatic  cotton,  in  terms  of  rubl^ 
This  tendency  has  become  considerably  aided  by  facilities  given  by 
Moscow  banks,  which  now  do  a  great  deal  of  the  financing  of  the 
cotton  imports  themselves,  and,  in  fact,  may  conduct  the  local  sale 
of  the  cotton,  their  functions  being  much  broader  than  those  of 
American  banks.  The  mills  buy  cotton  of  these  banks  in  rubles,  the 
banks  arrange  the  necessary  credits  in  London,  receive  the  shipping 
documents,  and  clear  the  customhouse  and  other  expenses,  delivering 
the  goods  to  the  mills,  which  either  pay  cash  or  give  their  own  Rus- 
sian bills  (lettres  de  change).  The  Russian  banks,  according  to  local 
statutes,  have  no  right  to  discount  bills  without  indorsements.  Con- 
sequently the  business  led  to  the  call  for  the  services  of  agents  who 
indorsed  the  bills,  and  who,  in  connection  with  such  indorsement, 
"  received  letters  from  the  banks  to  the  effect  that  if  anything  of  an 
unfavorable  nature  occurred  to  the  mills  issuing  the  bills,  they  would 
not  be  held  responsible.  As  the  banks  have  found  it  inconvenient  in 
many  instances  to  transact  their  business  with  the  miUs  througl) 
sucl/ agents,  they  have  lately  adopted  the  practice  of  organizing  and 
financing  companies  to  perform  the  necessary  transactions  in  cotton. 
These  companies  are  merely  branch  offices  of  the  banks,  but  they 
have  the  benefit  of  statutes  to  undertake  reqwnsibilities  denied  to 
the  banks  themselves. 

The  conditions  created  by  the  war  have  upset,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  normal  conditions  of  giving  credits  and  financing  imports. 
American  firms  are  now  extremely  particular  concerning  the  signa- 
tures for  acceptance  of  their  bills,  demand  the  nam^  of  the  most 
prominent  London  banks,  and  are  not  satisfied  with  agnatures  of 
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I/ondon  branches  of  Russian  banks.    Moreover,  immediate  payments 
must  be  made  in  New  Orleans  or  in  New  York. 
Special  Exchange  Bates — ^Seasons  for  long  Credits. 

Every  cotton  mill  in  Russia  has  the  right  to  import  American 
cotton  during  the  present  war  time,  with  Government  assistance  in 
arranging  exchange  and  securing  cars  for  transportation,  up  to 
certain  limits  considered  reasonable  by  the  cotton  committee  of  the 
Moscow  Exchange.  The  exchange  is  arranged  through  the  Credit 
Chancellery  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance  at  Petrograd,  and  at  present 
amounts  to  120  rubles  to  £10,  equaling  about  2.50  rubles  to  one 
American  dollar.  The  prevailing  rate  of  exchange  for  unfavored 
commodities  is  about  3.15  rubles  to  the  dollar.  If  the  mills  import 
more  cotton  than  is  within  the  limits  recommended  by  the  Moscow 
committee,  they  receive  no  Government  assistance  and  have  to  ar- 
range the  exchange  themselves  at  much  less  favorable  rates.  Nearly 
nil  the  American  cotton  in  recent  montlis  has  arrived  by  way  of 
Vladivostok.  If  the  quantities  imported  are  not  considered  exces- 
sive by  the  Moscow  committee,  this  committee  wires  its  agent  at 
Vladivostok  to  arrange  for  cars  over  the  trans-Siberian  Railroad 
to  transport  the  cotton  to  Moscow. 

The  long  credits  incident  to  the  merchandising  of  cotton  in  Russia 
have  proved  necessary,  because  the  cotton  mills  themselves  have  to 
give  even  longer  credits  to  their  customers  for  textile  goods.  These 
customers  justify  their  demands  for  long  credits  by  the  fact  that 
as  a' rule  a  lon^  time  is  required  for  them  to  get  their  goods.  In 
some  parts  of  Siberia,  for  instance,  the  goods  may  be  seven  or  eight 
months  in  reaching  their  destination.  A  tremenJjous  capital  would 
be  required  by  small  dealers  if  the  credit  arrangements  were  not 
liberal.  Improved  transportation  facilities  may  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  credit  system  of  Russia,  but  with  the  existing  trans- 
portation conditions  the  only  alternative  to  long  credits  is  a  large 
number  of  middlemen. 

PBODUCTION  OF  KARAKUL  IS  BTTSSIA. 

[Russlan-.Vmerlcan  Journal  of  Commerce,  September.] 

According  to  the  Caucasian  papers,  the  production  of  karakul  in 
Russia  this  season  exceeded  3,000,000  skins,  an  increase  of  500,000 
over  the  production  of  last  year.  Notwithstanding  this  plentiful 
supply,  the  demand  is  very  great  and  the  prices  high — 14  or  15  rubles 
($7.21  or  $7.73  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble) 
per  skin.  The  high  prices  may  be  due  to  the  expected  prohibition 
by  the  Russian  Government  of  the  production  of  karakul,  which 
involves  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  sheep  and  their  young,  the 
meat  of  which  is  usually  wasted. 


Betums  from  Vanconver  Exhibition. 

Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  at  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
reports  that  the  profits  from  the  Vancouver  exhibition,  which  was 
held  from  August  14  to  19.  amounted  to  $2,840,  the  receipts  amount- 
ing to  $22,172  and  the  expenditures  to  $19,332,  The  gate  receipts 
amounted  to  $12,797. 
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SMALL  DEHAin)  FOB  VELVETEEN  DT  HA5ACAIB0. 

[Consul  0.  K.  Donald,  Mwacaibo,  Venezoela,  ivig.  13.] 

The  principal  use  for  velveteen,  small  quantities  of  which  are  im- 
ported into  Maracaibo,  is  for  dressing  the  images  of  saints  in  the 
churches.  The  favorite  color  for  this  purpose  is  a  royal  purple. 
Black  velveteen  is  used  for  trimming  hats;  of  late  there  has  l^n 
a  vogue  for  velveteen  hatbands  for  men's  straws.  As  the  official 
statistics  make  no  distinction  between  this  and  other  cotton  cloth, 
it  is  impossible  to  give  the  amount  of  imports,  except  to  say  that 
the  quantity  brought  in  is  by  no  means  large. 

I  am  told  that  much  the  greater  proportion  of  velveteen  imported 
here  comes  from  England  in  pieces  of  10  meters  (10.94  yards)  in 
length  and  17  to  24  inches  in  width.  (Narrow  widths  in  all  tex- 
tiles are  preferred  in  this  market,  provided,  of  course,  the  price  is 
correspondingly  low.)    Narrow  velveteen  ribbon  is  also  sold. 

Velveteen  is  No.  554  of  the  new  tariflf  and  is  subject  to.  the 
seventh  class  of  duty,  that  is,  5  bolivares  per  kilo  ($0,438  a  pound), 
but  surtaxes  increase  the  charges  to  7.8275  bolivares  per  kilo  or 
$0,685  per  pound.  This  duty  is  levied  on  gross  shipping  weight, 
in  giving  particulars  of  their  goods,  manufacturers  should  state  the 
weight  per  meter  in  kilos.  [Meter=1.0936  yards  or  3.2808  feet ;  kiIo= 
2.2046  pounds.] 

[A  Jlst  of  Importers  of  cottou  gootls  In  Maracaibo  may  be  obtained  from 
tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  au'J  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  coojieratlTe 
offices;  refer  to  flle  No.  79871.  At  the  same  offices,  and  under  tlie  same  file 
number,  may  be  seen  samples  of  European  velveteen  on  sale  in  thnt  Venezuelan 
city.]  

MINERAL  OTTTFTrX  OF  SOTTTHEASTEfiN  ALASKA 

The  value  of  the  total  mineral  output  of  southeastern  Alaska  for 
1915  exceeded  $6,000,000,  and  included:  Gold,  $5,400,000;  copper. 
$300,000;  silver,  marble,  lead,  and  gypsum,  $300,000.  Most  of  tlie 
gold  came  from  lodes  in  the  vicinity  of  Juneau.  Most  of  tiie  copper 
was  obtained  from  lodes  in  the  Ketchikan  district.  The  silver  was 
derived  almost  entirely  from  the  gold  ores,  though  silver-bearing 
galena  occurs  at  several  places.  Most  of  the  marble  was  quarried  in 
the  Ketchikan  district ;  lodes  carrying  lead  ores  are  known  at  a  num- 
ber of  places,  but  none  of  them  have  yet  made  any  notable  produc- 
tion ;  and  the  gypsum  was  mined  on  Chicagof ,  Island. 

A  report  on  "  Mining  development  in  southeastern  Alaska "  has 
been  issued  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey.  A  copy  of  the 
report  (Bulletin  642-B)  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

EFEECTIVE  TBADE  FSOMOTIOH  WOSE. 

A  foreign  buyer  writes  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce that  through  the  assistance  rendered  by. the  District.  Office  of 
the  Bureau  in  New  York  City  he  has  placed  an  order  for  $95,000 
worth  of  chemicals.  He  states  that  he  had  been  in  the  United  States 
several  weeks,  but  had  not  b6en  able  to  make  purchased  of  the  chemi- 
cals until  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  furnished 
him  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  who  were  in 
position  to  supply  the  desired  chemicals. 
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A  NEW  PAFEB-MAEING  MATEBIAL  FBOM  INDIA. 

[London  Chamber  of  Commerce  Journal.] 

The  possibilities  of  utilizing  the  kaing  grass  of  Burma  for 
paper  making  have  for  some  years  past  been  investigated  by  per- 
sons interested,  in  consultation  with  paper  manufacturers  in  this 
country,  and  it  is  now  announced  that  the  conversion  of  this  grass 
into  pulp  and  subsequently  into  paper  can  be  accomplished  in  a 
simple  and  economical  manner,  it  is  expected  that  arrangements 
will  soon  be  completed  for  the  collection  of  the  grass,  its  conversion 
into  pulp,  and  its  shipment  in  this  form  to  paper  makers  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  yield  of  unbleached  pulp  is  39  per  cent, 
calculated  on  the  air-dry  grass.  This  does  not  compare  badly  with 
esparto  grass,  from  which  about  43  per  cent  of  unbleached  pulp  is 
obtained.  Kaing  grass  grows  in  great  profusions  in  all  parts  of 
Burma,  frequently  reaching  a  height  of  10  feet.  As  a  paper-making 
material  it  may  be  classed  with  esparto  grass,  and  is  much  cheaper, 
though  the  quality  of  the  pulp  is  not  quite  so  good  as  that  obtained 
with  esparto.  Esparto  grass  is  to  a  large  extent  cultivated,  whereas 
kaing  grass  grows  wild  and  is  sometimes  rank  and  coarse.  By 
systematic  cutting,  however,  over  properly  preserved  areas,  a  finer 
grass  of  uniform  quality  can  be  obtained  in  a  very  short  time. 


HAEEET  FOB  AUEBICAN  POTATOES. 

>  >  ^  CConsuI  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Canada,  Sept.  7.1 

There  is  an  opening  for  American  potatoes  at  Kingston.  At  this 
writing  the  vegetable  is  selling  for  $2  per  bushel  (60  pounds).  The 
Canadian  tariff  on  potatoes  is  20  cents  per  bushel,  with  a  war  tax  of 
7i  per  cent.  The  crop  in  and  around  Kingston  has  been  a  failure 
owing  to  the  heavy  spring  rains  and  the  long  summer  drought. 

Firms  desiring  to  make  shipments  to  Kingston  will  do  well  to 
send  prices  and  samples  to  this  consulate. 


SPANISH  ELECTBIC-TBAUWAY  CONCESSIONS. 

[Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yost,  Barcelona,  Aug.  11.] 

A  Spanish  trade  journal  reports  that  the  Direction  General  of 
Public  Works  at  Madrid  has  fixed  October  7  and  11  for  the  grant- 
ing by  public  sale  of  the  concessions  for  an  electric  tramway  in 
Barcelona  (known  as  the  Ramal  extension  to  Sans)  and  a  line  in 
Madrid  extending  from  Alcald  to  San  Diego  de  L4on. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAIT  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COUHEBCE. 

DISTRICT  OmCES.  COOPEBiTITE  OFFICES. 


nw  TOBK.  Boooi  409,  Cwtoakoaw. 

B0STO5:  1801  Cntomkonw. 

OnCidO:  S04  Federal  Balldlag. 

ST.  LOVK:  408  Tkird  KaUomal  Baak  BalKlag. 

ATLiNTAt  Ml  Pott  Ottee  Balldlag. 

lam  OBIiEAMSt  lOiO  niberala  Baak  Balldlns. 

8iN  nUNCIBCO:  SOT  Casta^oase. 

SKITTLE  t  848  Haarr  BalUlaf. 


CLEVEUICD:  Ckaaber  of  Comaerec. 
a^niinVATI:  Ckaabtr  of  Coaaienc. 
CIKCIKNATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  Bj.  Co. 
I.OS  ASeSLES:  Ckaaber  af  Coauieiee. 
PBILADELPHU:  Ckaabtr  af  CoauMree. 
CHATTANOOOA:  SoaU  Aaitricaa  Ateal,  9nth- 

era  Bjr.  Co. 
FOETLANB,  OBEO.:  Ckaaiker  orCoBBcrre. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OPPOSTITHITnSS. 

RcRerred  addresses  mny  be  olitnlned  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  itg  dlatrlet  oflleea.  Ueqaest 
for  eaeb  opportunlt.v  should  be  on  n  separate  sbeet  and  state  opportnnitr  nvinWr. 
Tbe  Barenii  does  not  fiirnisb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  ns  to  the  stan^htg 
of  forclKn  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  token  In  all  cases. 

Jlardirarc,  sanitari/  apitliancct,  etc.,  No.  22386. — An  America  consular  officer  in 
Frnnce  writes  th:it  a  merchant  In  li!s  district  wisljes  to  form  commercial 
relations  with  Aiiierlcaa  luauufacturers  and  exporters  of  all  classes  of 
goods  used  for  construction  pui-poses  and  lionse  fittings,  Including  liard- 
Nvare,  sanitary  applinnres,  etc.  Tlie  man  wishes  to  act  on  a  commissioD 
basis.    Reference. 

Textile*,  No.  22.S87. — The   Biu-enu   is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business 
_•    man  In  the  British  W<»st  Indies,  stating  that  he  desires  to  represent  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  of  woolen  goods. 

Cement,  No.  22388. — ^Thc  coiumerclal  attach^  of  the  D^artment  of  GcHDiDerce 
in  Chile  transmits  the  nnme  and  address  of  a  man  who  desires  to  purdiase 
colore<l  cement  for  the  nmnnfacture  of  tiles.    Correspondence  In  Spanish. 

Tenuis  fiut.  No.  22.389. — .Vii  import  and  export  firm  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
United  States  informs  one  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Buresu  that 
it  desires  to  find  a  market  for  the  sale  of  gut  to  l)e  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  tennis  rackets.  Samples  of  the  material  may  Toe  examined  at  tbe 
Bureau  or  Its  tllstrict  oflices.  Reference.  (Refer  to  MiscellaueouK  Na 
149.) 

MacMnery  and  tool*,  No.  22390. — An  Amwican  consular  officer  In  Swltzerlanil 
writes  that  tlie  owner  of  a  woodworking  establishment  In  his  district 
desires  to  purchase  woodworking  machinery  and  tools  suitable  for  making 
brushes.    Correspondence  sliould  be  in  French  or  German. 

Celluloid,  No.  22391. — A  business  man  In  Italy  has  requested  an  American  con- 
sular officer  to  supply  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufactm-ers  and 
exporters  of  celluloid. 

Tubes,  No.  22392. — A  merchant  in  a  neutral  Euroi>ean  country  informs  an  Atner- 
Ican  consular  officer  that  he  des»res  to  purchase  galvanlzed-tron  tabes. 
Quotations  should  t>e  made  f.  o.  b.  New  Orleans.  Payment  will  be  made 
against  bill  of  lading  or  as  otherwise  agreed.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English.    Reference. 

Drug*,  hardware,  etc..  No.  22393.— The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
merchant  in  Cuba  stating  that  he  <les<res  to  represent  American  manafa^ 
turers  and  exporters  of  drugs,  patent  ine<liclnes,  hardware,  novelty  goods, 
and  tools.    Reference. 

Magnetic  *teel  and  *heet  metal.  No.  22,394. — An  American  consular  officer  Id 
Switzerland  writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  put  in  conunnni- 
catlon  with  American  exiwrters  of  magnetic  steel  and  dynamo  sheet  metil. 
Correspondence  shouM  be  in  German. 

Machinery,  No.  22395. — The  commercial  nttachO  of  the  Department  of  Conmierco 
In  Peru  writes  that  a  firm  in  that  countrj-  desires  to  receive  cntalogties  and 
full  Information  relative  to  Nxuns  and  other  neces-sarj-  niachinerj-  and  eqnlp- 
ntent  for  the  weavliiR  Industry.  TIm-  linn  wishes  to  pnrchase  on  the  hi- 
stallnient  plan,  the  account  to  run  for  a  period  of  about  three  years.  It  is 
desired  to  make  casslmere  and  white  cotton  goods. 

Thermometers,  No.  22396.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  business  man  In  his  district  who  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  clinlc-al  tliermometers.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Italian  or  French.    References. 

Uachinery,  No.  22397.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  transmits  the  name  and 
address  of  its  correspondent  In  Argentina,  who  is  in  the  market  for  ma-, 
chlnery  for  the  mantifacture  of  linen.  Catalogue  and  full  inforraatioo 
should  be  sent  at  once. 

Paper,  No.  22398. — An  American  consular  officer  in. France  reports  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  would  like  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  mannftc- 
turers  and  exporters  of  newsprint  paper  and  wraw)lng  and  writing  psjiw. 
Samples,  prices,  etc.,  should  be  sent.    Correspondence  In  French. 

•  WA!,niNGTO.\"  :  OOVKRVMKNT  PBIXTtKO  OFPICt :  -*M 
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DEiniABE'S  UNAirCES  FOB  FISCAL  TEAS. 

[Consul  General  B.  D.  Winslow,  Copenhagen,  .\ug.  17.1 

Tbe  fiscal  year  of  Denmark  ends  on  April  1.  The  total  receipts 
during  the  period  ended  April  1,  1916,  have  just  been  made  public 
and  amounted  to  about  $35,000,000  while  the  expenditures  for  the 
same  period  were  some  $47,000,000,  leaving  a  deficit  in  the  budget  of 
$12,000,000. 

The  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  army  and  the  navy  have  caused 
the  deficit.  These  branches  of  the  Govenuneat  have  caused  Den- 
mark to  put  out  some  $16,000,000,  and  if  conditions  were  normal  a 
surplus  would  have  come  to  the  State  Treasury.  The  continued 
mobilization  of  the  army  and  navy  is  costing  more  than  expected. 

JAPAH'S  COTTON-CLOTH  EXFOBTS  AT  HIGHEST  FODTT. 

[Congal  General  George  H.  Sddmore,  Yokohama,  Aug.  11.] 

Japan's  exports  of  cotton  yam  have  shown  a  large  increase  since 
the  latter  part  of  last  year.  According  to  the  Japan  Chronicle's 
report  of  investigations  made  by  the  Spinning  Association,  exjiorts 
of  various  cotton  cloths  during  the  first  half  of  this  year  aniouiitod 
in  value  to  $23,415,072.  This  figure  is  unprecedentedly  large  and 
shows  an  increase  of  $4,123,467  over  the  amount  for  the  preceding 
six  months  and  $10,966,488  over  that  of  the  corresponding  period 
last  year. 

The  highest  rate  of  increase  was  seen  in  the  exports  to  Iiulin,  fol- 
lowed by  Siberia,  while  the  exports  to  the  Philippines  decreased  by 
about  one-half  as  compared  with  the  preceding  half  yenr. 

Exceptions  on  List  of  Frohibited  Imports  into  France. 

Consul  B.  Harvey  Carroll,  jr.,  at  Venice,  Italy,  reports  that  the 
French  Government  has,  at  the  request  of  the  Koyal  Ministry  of 
Commerce,  made  a  number  of  exceptions  to  the  recent  regulations 
forbidding  the  importation  into  France  of  articles  of  luxury.  From 
the  Venice  consular  district  there  will  be  admitted  for  the  quarter 
ending  September  30,  1916,  handmade  lace  amounting  to  100  kilos 
(220  pounds)  and  glass  and  glassware  amounting  to  2,000  quintals 
(440,920  pounds). 
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TBAHSPOKIAnOH  PB0BLEM8  TM  SAO  FAUIO. 

(Vice  Gonad  Bolwrt  &  Kelaer,  «•  Fula,  Kaidl.  Jaljr  SL] 

The  President  of  Sao  Paulo  is  his  recent  message  to  tiie  l^islaten 
recommended  the  leasingby  the  State  government  of  the  principy 
railways  of  the  State.  Tfaiis  matter  has  been  under  discnsaim  lor 
several  years,  and  the  President  r^ards  State  control  as  urgent,  in 
order  that  the  present  high  freight  rates  may  be  lowered.  It  is 
stated  that  foreign  investors  are  inclined  to  acquire  railways  which 
are  already  in  operation,  rather  than  to  construct  new  roads  whidi 
would  aid  in  the  development  of  the  country.  In  1915  only  88  miles 
of  railway  was  constructed,  making  a  total  of  3,893  miles  of  railway 
in  the  State.  Three-fourths  of  the  whole,  or  2,700  miles  of  railway, 
is  owned  by  private  corporations,  972  miles  b  owned  by  the  State, 
and  220  miles  by  the  Federal  Government. 
EstablisIimeBt  of  Xercluuit  lf«riae. 

A  proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a  special  coast  and  river 
navigation  line  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  is 
under  consideration.  The  President  recommends  that  a  mercfaaat 
marine  be  established  also  by  the  State,  either  directly  or  through 
a  corporation  to  be  organized  under  State  controL  The  presoit 
scarcity  of  ships  for  the  transportation  of  coffee,  and  the  hi^  rates 
of  tonnage,  constitute  a  serious  problem  for  the  coffee  shipper. 

[A  translation  of  the  entire  message  of  the  President  of  Sio 
Paulo  can  be  omsulted  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  file  Na 
S0118.] 

SIAMESE  HASDWOODS. 

.[Indian  (Government)  Trade  Journal,  Aug.  4.] 

In  Siam  the  rosewoods  are  worked  more  particularly  from  the 
regions  lying  northeast  and  east  of  Bangkok  and  are  exported  in 
the  form  of  roughly  trimmed  round  logs,  the  average  size  of  which 
is  12  to  24  inches  in  circumference  and  80  to  120  inches  in  length. 
The  rosewood  forests  have  been  heavily  overexploited,  and  as  the 
Siamese  Government  is  now  taking  measures  to  protect  this  wood  by 
requiring  workers  to  take  out  permits  and  by  fixing  a  niinimum  girth 
at  which  it  may  be  felled,  restriction  in  general  output  is  hke^  to 
ensue.  The  ebony  woods  are  found  to  the  west  of  Bangkok  in  the 
districts  of  Kanburi,  Petchaburi,  and  to  the  south  toward  the  Malay 
Peninsula.  They  also  are  exported  in  the  form  of  rougly  trimmed 
logs  12  to  20  inches  in  circumference  and  80  to  120  inches  in  length. 

The  exploitation  of  these  woods  is  not  a  regular  industry  in  Siam, 
but  forms  one  of  the  desultory  occupations  of  the  people  when  they 
are  not  engaged  in  rice  growing.  The  wood  is  bought  by  Chinese, 
who  are  either  middlemen  or  agents  of  Bangkok  Chinese  firms,  and, 
as  it  will  not  float,  it  is  brought  to  Bangkok  by  boat  or  bj  train.  It 
is  sold  by  weight,  the  unit  for  export  being  usually  100  piculs  (about 
6  tons),  and  the  average  price  in  Bangkok  ranges  from  £22  10s. 
($109.50)  to  £37  10s.  ($182.50)  for  rosewoods  and  about  £22  10s.  per 
100  piculs  for  the  ebonies.  The  ebonies  are  apparently  more  uniform 
in  quality  than  the  rosewoods.  None  of  these  woods  appear  to  be 
dealt  with  in  Bangkok  in  the  sawn  form. 
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BAUWAT  CONSTBUCTION  IN  BTTS8IA. 
[Weekly  BoUeUn  of  Canadlui  Department  ot  Trade  and  Commerce,  Sept.  4.] 

The  Canadian  commercial  agent  in  Petrograd,  in  a  communication 
dated  July  10,  gives  the  following  notes  on  railway  construction  in 
that  country: 

In  the  ciurent  number  of  the  Russian  Official  Gazette  (Finance, 
Industry,  and  Commerce)  the  policy  of  the  Imperial  Government  in 
regard  to  railway  construction  is  dealt  with  m  some  detail.  It  is 
frankly  recognized  that  the  present  war  has  shown  with  exceptional 
force  the  shortcomings  in  Russian  transport  facilities,  and  has  proved 
the  necessity  for  more  railway  lines. 

On  January  1,  1915,  the  total  railway  mileage  in  the  Empire  is 
stated  to  have  been  59,000  kilometers  (36,700  miles)  in  European 
Rusda  and  11^707  kilometers  (7,300  miles)  in  Asiatic  Russia,  of 
which  47,683  kilometers  (29,600  miles)  are  owned  by  the  State  and 
23,124  kilometers  (14,400  miles)  by  private  companies. 

An  interesting  table  is  provided,  which  contrasts  the  Russian 
mileage  with  that  of  other  countries  in  order  to  show  the  comparative 
position  which  the  country  occupies  in  respect  to  its  transportation 
facilities.  Taking  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Australia  as  coun- 
tries bearing  a  general  resemblance  to  Russia  in  extent  of  area  and 
staple  products,  it  is  shown  that  whereas  the  United  States  in  1913 
had  41.8  kilometers  (26  miles)  of  railway  per  10,000  inhabitants, 
Canada  58.3  kilometers  (36.2  miles),  and  Australia  61.2  kilometers 
(38  miles)  European  Russia  (including  Finland)  had  only  4.1 
kilometers  (2.5  miles)  and  Asiatic  Russia  5.8  kilometers  (3.6  miles) 
per  10,000  inhabitants. 

Proposed  Bailroad  Construction. 

In  the  present  year  a  commission  was  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Ways  and  Communications,  which  has  drawn  up  the  following  pro- 
gram for  the  next  five  ^ears:  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  goods 
traffic  oi  the  various  railway  systems  increase  annually  by  neanpr  70 
per  cent,  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct  5,000  versts  (3,300  miles) 
of  railway  yearly  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  this  development.  Tlie 
commission  therefore  decided  to  recommend  the  construction  of 
6,000  versts  (4^000  miles)  annually  in  order  to  provide  an  adcijuate 
margin;  of  this  mileage  4,000  versts  (2,650  miles)  are  to  be  con- 
structed by  the  State  and  2,000  versts  Q-jSOO  miles)  to  be  offered  to 
private  enterprise.  According  to  the  official  estimates,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  4,000  versts  will  cost  600,000,000  rubles  ($309,000,000  at  the 
normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble)  on  the  basis  of  150,000 
rubles  per  verst  ($116,000  per  mile).  This  program,  it  is  stated,  was 
confirmed  at  one  of  the  recent  meetings  of  the  Council  of  Ministers. 
These  new  extensions  of  the  railway  system  are  to  be  commenced  next 
year. 

Corporation  Income  Tax  for  Chosen. 

Consul  General  Ransford  S.  Miller  reports  from  Seoul,  Chosen, 
that  an  imperial  ordinance  of  July  21,  1916,  extended  to  Chosen  the 
provisions  of  that  part  of  the  mcome-tax  law  of  Japan  proper 
imposing  an  income  tax  on  corporations. 
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EXPOSTS  ESOM  VAHtMnTVEE  TO  mnTED  STATES. 

[Vice  Conral  P.  C.  Woodward,  Taaeoarer,  Bittlah  ColombU.  Canada.] 

The  total  exports  to  the  United  States,  including  returned  Ameri- 
can goods,  invoiced  at  the  Vancouver  consulate  general  during  the  six 
months  ended  June  30,  191C,  amounted  to  $14,891,995,  as  c<Mnpared 
with  $9,123,416  during  a  similar  period  of  1915.  Tlie  returned 
American  goods  amounted  to  $518,147  and  $556,632,  Tespectivdy. 
The  following  were  the  principal  articles  invoiced : 


Articles. 


June, 
1«15. 


Jan.- 
}uiie, 

191S. 


Artldas. 


Jan.- 
Jane, 
UU. 


/one. 


Aidmab.. 


lalprodnota 


grits. 


Bnw« 

Boods. 

Baadins  material 

Explosives 

Fisn,  (rcsli  and  preservad, 
ana  products 

Food  products 

OialnandtMd 

HoDsebold  coods  and  per- 
sonal eff< 


«1B,8S8 
100,134 

82,6a 
100,093 

37^111 
7,228 

174,770 
a«S,4M 


131,716 


04.166 
23>,43( 
92,604 
61,836 
56,041 
42,621 

M3,4M 
183.664 
21,630 

1U,>4S| 


Arak 

Uqoors 

lOnanb. 

Wood  laamnaotmas 

Stsal  mannlat'liuai, 

«ry,  hardware,  ato 

other  artkte 

Total 


•M,sat 

2,646 
1, 116,  at 
3,«>1,SU 

8,136 
721,006 


tM,4U 
Mktn 

4X,W 

<7,n> 


8,666,714 


14,I73,ltt 


The  returned  American  goods,  with  their  ralue,  are  given  below : 


Articles. 


Jan.- 
June, 
1615. 


Ian.- 
)un«L 
1916. 


Aitides. 


Tan.- 
JBna  , 
1916. 


JSD.- 

Juaa, 

1916. 


Automobiles  and  accessories. . 

Empties 

EnlosiTes 

FlsLlresh 

Food  products. 

Household  goods,  and  peiaon- 
aleSeots. 


684,306 
11,910 
175,001 
142,530 

7,645 

5,615 


633,827 
26,471 
11,628 

188,221 
33,887 

8,634 


Junk. 

Steel  mMinhctuias^ 

ay,  hardware,  etc , 

Other , 

Total  returned  Ameri- 
ean  goods. 


«i2,m 
65,  no 

S2,M3 


«6,S7I 

148,567 
«*,6« 


656,611 


611,147 


Of  the  exports  imder  animals,  cattle  amounted  to  $30,362,  the  place 
of  origin  being  either  British  Columbia  or  the  Prairie  Provinces. 

Principal  Item6  of  Animal  Product! — ^Breven'  Bice  OriU,  etc. 

The  principal  items  under  animal  products  are  furs,  hides,  and 
wool,  amounting,  respectively,  to  $57,915,  $130,551,  and  $29,116  in  the 
1916  period,  and  $31,982,  $211,717,  and  $34,251  in  the  1915  period,  the 
remaining  items  comprising  blood,  casings,  fertilizer,  glue  stock, 
horns,  hoofs,  and  bones,  and  tallow  and  greases,  all  products  of  Brit- 
ish Columbia. 

The  item  "brewers'  rice  grits"  is  the  product  of  a  local  milliog 
company,  the  rice  being  imported  from  Japan. 

The  items  under  building  material  are  chiefly  fire  bri<^  and  clay 
and  lime  and  limerock,  manufactured  locally  from  British  Columbii 
products. 

American  Purchases  ot  Pish — Pood  Products. 

The  total  fresh  fish,  including  returned  American  goods  and  mani- 
fested, amounted  to  $360,977  in  the  first  six  months  of  1916  and 
$260,666  in  1915,  while  tlie  preserved  fish  amounted  to  $51,624  and 
$66,624,  respectively.    With  fresh  fish  the  larger  items  are  halibnt 
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and  salmon,  the  smaller  comprising  cod,  heriihg,  and  sturgeon,  while 
the  preserved  fish  are  herring  and  salmon.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  fresh  fish  are  exported  by  a  prominent  American  fishing  com- 
pany, operating  fishing  vessels,  under  both  American  and  Canadian 
register,  in  Alaskan,  Canadian,  and  international  waters,  a  market 
for  the  majority  of  the  catch  being  found  in  the  eastern  cities  of  the 
United  States. 

Under  food  products  the  exports  of  breadstuffs  amounted  to 
$91,548  in  1916,  as  compared  with  $162,903  in  1915,  a  decrease  of 
$71,355.  Of  these  totals,  flour,  a  local  product,  in  1916  amounted  to 
$27,453,  and  in  1915  $4,595,  while  rice,  which  is  imported  from  Japan 
and  cleaned  in  Vancouver,  amounted  to  $64,095  in  1916  and  $157,198 
in  1915. 

Another  item  is  vegetables,  amounting  to  $28,430  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1916  and  $31,020  in  1915.  The  total  food  products 
amounted  to  $227,551  and  $255^99,  respectively.  Of  the  returned 
American  goods  in  1916,  $28,537,  comprising  damaged  canned  pine- 
apple, and  $4,126  fresh  fruits  returned  on  account  of  failure  to  pass 
inspection  of  Dominion  officials. 

Household  Ooodc  Certiiled — Junk  and  Kinerals. 

Household  goods  show  a  decrease  for  the  1916  period  of  $21,849, 
amounting  in  that  year  to  $115,482,  and  $137,331  in  1915.  While  a 
large  percentage  of  the  household  goods  exported  originated  in  the 
United  States,  they  were  invoiced  as  foreign  goods  in  all  cases  where 
they  have  been  in  use  abroad  for  over  one  year,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  entry  of  shipments. 

The  exports  under  junk  show  a  heavy  increase  over  the  previous 
year,  amounting  in  1916  to  $140,986,  as  against  $56,714  in  1915. 
TTiis  increased  demand  for  junk  is  caused  by  the  present  war,  and 
the  exports  would  have  been  much  greater  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Domimon  laws  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  certain  classes  of  this 
commodity. 

Minerals  which  are  all  products  of  British  Columbia  are  by  far  the 
largest  item  of  export  invoiced,  amounting  to  $9,520,565  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1916  and  $3,195,821  in  the  1915  period,  the  increase 
being  largely  caused  by  the  closing  of  the  agency  at  Nelson  last  year, 
through  which  office  the  ores  of  that  section  of  the  Province  were 
invoiced.  The  principal  items  are  gold  and  silver  bullion,  copper 
blister  and  matte,  and  gold  concentrates. 

Ehipments  of  Wood,  Steel,  and  Other  Manufaotiires. 

Wood  manufactures  include  $230,501  worth  of  logs  in  the  1916 
period  and  $325,318  in  1915;  $711,617  worth  of  lumber  ip  1916  and 
$858,687  in  1915;  $569,171  worth  of  paper  in  1916  and  $419,910  in 
1915 ;  $89,828  worth  of  pulp  in  1916  and  $90,665  in  1915 ;  and  $1,850,- 
525  worth  of  shingles  in  1916  and  $1,743,274  in  1915.  All  wood  manu- 
factures are  products  of  this  Province. 

The  articles  under  the  heading  of  steel  manufactures,  machinery, 
hardware,  etc.,  are  made  up  principally  of  railway  contracting  outfits 
returned  to  the  United  States  on  the  completion  of  contracts  m  Brit- 
ish Columbia  and  amounted  in  the  first  six  months  of  1916  to  $190,- 
811,  and  in  the  1915  period  to  $74,165. 
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TAFAHESE  SEBVICE  TO  PHILI7PIHE8  ASB  DUTCH  IHBIES. 

[Consul  B.  8.  Balrden,  BaUvia.  Java.  June  24.1 

The  Japanese  line,  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  started  a  new  moathly 
service  the  beginning  of  April  between  Japanese  and  Formosan 
ports  and  Manila,  outer  ports  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  Menado, 
Macassar,  and  Java. 

The  first  steamer  of  the  new  line,  the  Niitaka  Maru,  arrived  at 
Soerabaya  about  May  15,  and  had  on  board  a  party  of  some  60  Jap- 
anese, among  them  several  influential  men,  who  visited  Java  and 
other  parts  of  the  colony  to  study  trade  conditions  and  to  endeavor 
to  increase  trade  between  Jt^an  and  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  The 
party  was  in  the  charge  of  Dr.  Nitobe,  professor  of  agriculture  in 
the  Tokio  Imperial  University.  Former  Japanese  Consul  UMta,  of 
Batavia,  was  one  of  the  leaders. 

The  principal  members  of  the  party  landed  at  Soerabaya  and 
traveled  overland  by  rail  to  Samarang  and  Batavia,  studying  the 
industries  of  Java  on  their  trip.  They  were  received  by  die  governor 
general  and  were  entertained  at  Batavia  by  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce. They  were  shown  every  courtesy  throughout  their  trip  to  the 
Dutch  East  Indies. 
Xzpeeti  SesulU  in  Inoreased  Trade. 

Mr.  Ukita,  with  a  few  of  the  party,  proceeded  on  to  Australia.  He 
called  at  the  American  consulate  in  Batavia  and  expressed  satisfac- 
tion at  the  manner  in  which  the  visitors  had  been  received  by  the 
officials  and  the  mercantile  community.  He  said  he  ^Uy  beheved 
it  would  lead  to  an  increase  of  trade  between  the  Dutch  East  Indies 
and  Japan. 

The  Niitaka  Maru  arrived  at  Batavia  May  29,  leaving  again  on  the 
31st  with  most  of  the  Japanese  party  for  Singapore,  French  Indo- 
China,  Hongkong,  and  Japanese  ports. 


USE  OF  DTE  nr  BTFTTEB. 

[Consul  Wesley  Frost,  Cork,  Ireland.  Aug.  17.] 

There  are  two  industries  in  tiie  Cork  district  that  might  consume 
considerable  quantities  of  yellow  dye.  Cork  is  one  of  the  leading 
butter  markets  of  the  world  and  has  latterly  become  a  margarin-pro- 
ducing  center.  These  manufacturers  have  had  difficulty  in  securing 
dyes  of  a  sufficiently  concentrated  and  powerful  character.  Their 
chief  sources  have  been  Scandinavia,  and  American  dyes  have  been 
found  uneconomical  in  quality  as  related  to  price,  even  npw  that  war 
conditions  have  increased  the  price  of  the  north  European  dyes.  The 
Danish  and  Swedish  exporters  also  have  been  willing  to  grant  the 
usual  terms  of  credit  here,  namely,  payment  after  30  or  60  toys  from 
receipt  of  goods,  with  a  discount  of  5  per  cent  for  payment  in  30  days 
and  2i  per  cent  for  payment  in  60  days.  These  exporters  have  satis- 
fied themselves  as  to  the  financial  standing  of  Cork  firms  and  have 
conducted  their  transactions  accordingly.  They  quote  prices  c.  i  t 
Cork.  Most  of  the  dyes  are  secured  through  Bdfaft  and  Dublin  im- 
porters, but  there  are  some  direct  purchasers  in  this  district. 

[A  list  of  margarin  manufacturers  in  Cork  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bnreaa  <A 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cowwrative  offices.  Befer  to 
file  No.  80088.]  ^^ 
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MOLASSES  disthiate  as  a  motoe  fxtei. 

[Louisiana  Planter  and  Sugar  Uanufacturer,  Sept.  0.] 

There  has  been  organized  in  Xatal,  South  Africa^  a  company  under 
the  title  of  South  African  Natalite  Motor  Spirit  Co.  It  has  a  capital 
of  £75j000,  or  $375,000,  and  it  is  expected  to  build  a  complete  plant, 
including  all  the  necessary  buildings  required  to  make  in  the  aggre- 
gate 2,000,000  gallons  of  natalite  per.  annum  and  to  do  this  at  the 
rate  of  6,000  gallons  per  day.  The  recently  rising  prices  of  gasoline 
are  doubtless  what  have  led  to  these  efforts  to  make  a  distillate  at 
a  suflRciently  low  cost  to  become  a  direct  competitor  of  gasoline. 

Experiments  were  made  in  Natal  with  a  22-horsepower  car  weigh- 
ing some  3,600  pounds.  The  car  was  tested  over  several  routes,  the 
total  distance  covered  being  slightly  more  than  500  miles.  The 
roads  were  said  to  have  been  heavy  during  two  days  and  fine  during 
the  rest  of  the  time.  In  this  case  the  amount  of  this  new  motor  fluid 
or  fepirit  used  was  30.59  gallons,  or  an  average  of  16.4  miles  per 
gallon,  or  26.2  ton-miles  per  gallon.  The  engine  on  all  occasions 
started  easily,  whether  cold  or  wai-m.  The  valve  caps  and  valve 
heads  were  found  to  bo  very  clean  after  the  trial.  The  rest  of  the 
engine  was  not  dismantled. 

Alcohol  has  been  e.xperimented  with  for  a  long  time,  and  experi- 
mented with  in  direct  competition  with  gasoline,  but  in  the  United 
States  gasoline  has  been  thought  to  be  the  cheaper  of  the  two  prod- 
ucts, all  things  considered.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  better 
resnlts  have  been  obtained  there  than  elsewhere.  A  large  percentage 
of  the  alcohol  is  said  to  be  converted  into  ether,  thereby  reducing 
the  density  and  increasing  the  volatility.  Corrosion  was  overcome 
by  the  use  of  an  alkali,  which  during  the  process  of  combustion 
neutralized  the  acids  produced  by  the  alcohol  and  ether.  The  dis- 
tillate is  apparently  quite  promising,  and  we  shall  doubtless  hear 
more  of  it  later  on, 

OUTPUT  OF  MINEiLAIS  IN  THE  UBAIS. 
[Britlsb  (GoTemment)  Board  of  Trado  Journal.] 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Ekaterinburg,  Kussia,  reports  that  the 
outlook  for  platinum  mining  in  the  Urals  would  seem' to  foresluulow 
an  even  smaller  production  this  year  than  in  1915.  The  abnormal 
scarcity  of  the  mineral  habitually  brought  in  and  sold  by  the  small 
holders  at  Ekaterinburg  has  tended  to  make  these  people  (romeniber- 
ing  last  year's  rapid  price  fluctuations)  verjr  cautious,  and  most  of 
them  now  prefer  to  pledge  their  mineral  with  the  banks  with  the 
idea  of  waiting  for  nigher  prices.  The  prices  ruling  at  present 
(June,  1916)  are  67,500  rubles  per  pood  ($963  per  pound  at  the 
normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble)  for  quantities  up  to 
10  pounds.  Larger  quantities — 1  pood  (36.11  pounds)  and  over — are 
unobtainable  under  68,000  to  68,500  rubles  per  pood  ($970  to  $977 
per  pound).  Future  prices  are  largely  dependent  on  the  quantities 
allowed  by  the  Government  to  be  exported,  for  the  internal  con- 
sumption in  Russia  is  not  sufficient  to  influence  prices. 

Tne  production  of  asbestos  in  the  Urals  in  1915  amoimted  to  8,689 
short  tons,  or  about  half  of  the  output  in  1914.  The  sulphuric 
pyrites  mined  in  the  Urals  in  1915  amounted  to  39,400  tons,  the  dis- 
trict of  Ekaterinburg  being  responsible  for  the  whole  production.  . 
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FANAXA  CAVAL  COAUHO  STATIOS  IX  CBZSIOBAlu 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Colon,  Aof.  31.] 

The  contract  for  building  the  Panama  Canal  Coaling  Station  at 
Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  was  awarded  about  three  years  ago  to  a  New 
Jersey  contractor.  The  various  parts  of  the  plant  and  equipment 
manufactured  in  the  United  States  were  brought  to  Cristobal  a  jrear 
later  and  the  work  of  building  the  station  was  begun.  The  station, 
which  is  now  practically  completed,  has  so  far  stood  satisfactorily 
the  several  official  tests  required,  and  it  is  nearly  ready  to  be  formally 
turned  over  to  the  Panama  Canal  authorities  who  have  already  been 
using  it  to  some  extent. 
Covers  Large  Area — Coal  HaBdling  Facilities. 

This  coaling  station  is  said  to  be  the  largest  single  coal  receiving 
and  distributing  plant  in  the  world.  It  is  1,800  feet  long  by  460 
feet  wide,  and  covers  nearly  20  acres.  The  area  set  apart  for  the 
coal  pile  is  1,700  feet  long  by  307  feet  wide.  The  offshore  end  is 
excavated  to  the  depth  of  27  feet  below  the  water  line  for  a  di^;anoe 
of  500  feet  for  the  wet  storage  of  100,000  tons  of  coaL  Over  this 
wet-storage  space  coal  will  be  piled  to  the  depth  of  35  feet,  and  over 
the  remaining  1,200  feet  coal  will  be  stacked  to  the  depth  of  33  feet 
The  dry-storage  capacity  of  the  station  is  385,000  tons  and  the  wet- 
storage  100,000  tons,  making  a  total  of  485,000  tons  of  coal,  exclufflve 
of  a  1,500-ton  wharf  bunker. 

This  large  station  is  intended  to  receive  and  store  water-borne 
run-of-mine  coal  and  deliver  it  to  colliers,  barges,  railway  cars,  and 
into  the  deck  hatches  of  all  types  of  steamships  using  the  canaL 
I^or  conveying  the  coal  there  is  built  all  around  the  pile  a  steel 
viaduct  29  feet  high,  on  which  are  two  separate  loops  of  electric 
railway  3  feet  wide.  To  operate  the  plant  to  its  fuU  capacity  of 
2,000  tons  an  hour  88  steel  conveyer  cars  are  required  for  use  on 
this  viaduct. 

For  unloading  coal  there  are  four  steel  towers  of  skeleton  steeple 
type,  each  having  a  grab  bucket  of  2J  tons  capacity  operated  by  a. 
hoisting  and  a  trolley  engine,  supported  on  IG  wheels  running  on 
two  3-foot  gauge  tracks  34  feet  6  inches  from  center  to  center.  These 
four  unloaders  dig  coal  from  colliers  and  other  vessels  at  a  combined 
rate  of  1,000  tons  an  hour  and  discharge  it  into  the  conveyer  cars. 

The  coal  pile  is  spanned  by  two  steel  duplex  stocking  and  re- 
claiming bridges,  each  having  a  stocking  capacity  of  IjOOO  tons  an 
hour  and  an  equal  reclaiming  capacity,  making  a  joint  capacity 
of  2,000  tons  an  hour.  The  bridges  are  315  feet  long  and  weigh, 
with  equipment,  1,400  tons  each.  These  bridges,  which  have  tracks 
for  receiving  cars  from  and  delivering  them  to  the  viaduct  tracks, 
are  supported  at  each  end  on  thirty -two  33-inch  steel  car  wheels,  on 
■vhich  the  bridges  may  be  moved  along  the  entire  length  of  the  ^r- 
age  space  in  order  to  enable  the  cars  to  discharge  coal  on  any  part 
of  the  storage  pile.  Coal  is  reclaimed  from  storage  by  means  of 
one  or  more  of  four  bridge  diggers,  two  of  which  are  mounted  on 
each  of  the  stocking  and  reclaiming  bridges,  and  so  arranged  as 
to  move  along  the  upper  chord  of  the  bridges  and  reclaim  coal 
from  any  part  of  the  storage  pile  by  means  of  5-ton  grab  buckets 
operated  by  a  two-motor  hoist,  which  discharges  the  coal  into  the 
conveyer  cars.    The  normal  capacity  of  each  digger  is  .''00  tons. 
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XelMden  or. Delivery  JCachlnesi— Slcetrie  fewer. 

The  four  reloaders  or  delivery  machines  ai'c  pyramidal  steel 
towers  supported  on  16  wheels  running  on  two  3-foot  gauge  tracks 
26  feet  from  center  to  center.  Each  delivery  machine  has  an  in- 
clined belt  conveyer  parallel  to  the  quay  wall  and  leading  up  from 
a  trailing  hopper  truck  which  receives  coal  from  the  cars  dumping 
through  the  viaduct.  This  inclined  belt  feeds  another  belt  conveyer 
carried  in  a  hinged  boom  which  extends  out  at  a  right  angle  to  the 
wharf  about  30  feet  over  the  water  and  discharges  over  the  end 
through  a  telescopic  chute  into  the  vessel.  By  means  of  electric 
motors  the  operator  in  charge  moves  the  tower  along  the  wharf  and 
controls  the  position  of  the  conveyer  boom  and  the  telescopic  chute. 
The  rubber  conveyer  belts,  42  inches  wide,  run  upward  supported 
on  wooden  rollers  so  arranged  as  to  shape  the  belt  into  a  concave 
form  in  order  to  hold  the  coal.  The  feeder  can  be  regulated  to 
operate  at  six  different  speeds,  giving  a  capacity  of  from  50  to  600 
tons  an  hour  for  each  reloader. 

With  the  exception  of  the  unloading  towers,  which  are  operated 
by  steam,  the  station  uses  electric  power  to  operate  all  its  machinery, 
conveyer  cars,  etc.  The  transformer  station  receives  the  current 
at  2,300  volts,  3-phasc,  25  cycles,  from  the  Gatun  Spillway  hydro- 
electric power  station,  about  6  miles  south,  and  transforms  it  to 
440  volts  for  power  and  110  volts  for  lighting. 

Cost  of  Coaling  Station — Limited  Supplies  of  Coal. 

The  cost  of  building  the  coaling  station  at  Cristobal  is  estimated  to 
be  $3,000,000.  The  Balboa  station,  which  is  being  built  by  the 
same  contractor,  will  be  completed  in  a  few  months.  It  will  have 
about  one-half  the  capacity  of  the  Cristobal  plant. 

Although  in  the  last  two  months  ships  have  been  receiving  coal 
from  the  Cristobal  station  by  means  of  lighters,  the  Ofaki,  a  freight 
fahip  of  12,000  tons,  of  the  New  Zealand  Shipping  Co.,  on  its  way 
from  Liverpool,  via  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  Auckland,  which  was  coaled  on 
August  30,  was  the  first  vessel  to  receive  coal  directly  from  the  re- 
loaders  at  the  wharf  of  the  station.  It  was  interesting  to  watch  with 
what  ease  and  precision  all  the  machinery  worked  in  coaling  this 
ship,  which  took  600  tons  of  coal.  By  a  strange  coincidence  on  that 
day  the  Governor  of  Panama  issued  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  coal  in  sufficiently  large  quantities  to 
meet  all  demands  ships  would  be  furnished  at  present  with  only 
enough  coal  to  meet  the  actual  needs  in  each  case. 


FBIBILOF  ISLANDS  SEAL  HEED  COXTNTED. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fislieries,  which  has  taken  a  census 
of  the  fur  seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  by  the  counting  of  the  pups, 
has  announced  the  following  figures  as  showing  the  result  of  the 
enumeration:  St.  Paul  Island — Harems,  2,948;  breeding  females, 
98,865;  idle  bulls,  2,278;  live  pups,  96,685;  dead  pups,  2,170.  St. 
George  Island — Harems,  552 ;  breeding  females,  18,122 ;  idle  bulls, 
354;  uve  pups,  17,810;  dead  pups,  312. 

The  number  of  pups  bom,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  number  of 
breeding  females,  was  13,450  more  than  in  the  previous  season. 
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IHPOBTS  AND  EXFOBTS  BT  COTJNTBIES. 

The  total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to 
each  of  the  principal  countries  during  July  and  the  seven  months 
ended  with  July,  1916,  compared  with  corresponding  periods  of  the 
preceding  year,  have  just  been  made  public  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Dom^ic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce.  They 
are  as  follows : 


Orand  divisions  and  countries. 


Uontli  of  July— 


ItU 


ItU 


7  months  ended  July— 


1916 


1915 


DiroBis  ntoM— 


Grand  divisions: 

Europe 

North  America,. 
South  America.. 

Asia 

Oceania 

Africa. 


Total. 


Principal  countries: 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

France 

Qsmany 

Italv 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Russia  in  Europe 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switiorland 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina. 

BrazU 

Chile 

China 

BrlUah  East  Indies. 

Japan 

Aastralia  and  New  Zealand. 

Phiiippine  Islands 

Egypt 


EXPORTS  TO— 


Grand  divLiions: 

Europe 

North  America. 
South  America.. 

Asia 

Oceania 

Africa 


Total. 


Principal  countries: 
A  U5trla-Hungary . 

Belgium 

nenmork 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Russia  in  Europe. 

Bpato 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom.. 

Canada 

Control  America. . 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

BratU 


tM,229,4IS 

£9,797,375 

29,830,873 

42,497,845 

3,725,685 

2,641,845 


138,578,238 

47,281,316 

21,125,473 

25,355,687 

7,268,023 

3,636,001 


1388,798,538 
403,216,009 
255,153,433 
301,378,698 
68,565,016 
£0,677,790 


1313,347,179 
30g,29U;S 
177,l«CaB 

36,2a;6B 
21, 544,  en 


182,722,938 


143,244,737 


1,467,819,574 


1,009,064,58 


38,048 
228,020 
472,056 
407,933 
542,087 
565,928 
344,386 
342,722 
"'in  S27 
i.'lii.i66 
522,281 
5r.3. 130 
509,006 
375,356 
758,466 
557,261 
435,  S64 
910.662 
614.063 
722,543 
2«,  472 
216,!i69 
278,291 
5il,069 


75,133 

11,178 

5,315,185 

681,638 

3,492,406 

2,199,804 

€00,206 

111  066 

.'  17'  <i29 

•.171.103 

l,3o),5« 

20,383,051 

14,739,603 

9,439,036 

19,037,349 

5,C67,1«2 

5.007,497 

4,566,229 

4,376,577 

10,194.681 

9,409,549 

3,973.007 

2,944,289 

1,717,S» 


496.208 

7fV|.049 

W,  771. 164 

l.sKi,  152 
:i>.7Jl.ll73 
7>.7.M.,,>I37 

:;..-"  71.. '38 
l.^-M.•79 

iN.7-;i,.«8 

7.( '.11.183 
12,737,738 

191,519,385 

116,700,283 
61,2r.S.2»6 

175,914  09 
74, 763.. '82 
72,951. '.160 
S0,72S,:i64 
48,SOO,101 

125,472.778 
i>4,S5S.77B 
40,4.S5.{«3 
17,144,617 
24,968,338 


4,4r,107 

l,69i,0C6 

39,455,411 

36, 084,  en 

31,801,721 
15,440,148 
3, 957, 791 
47},2U 
9, 4k,  IN 
6,346,91$ 
10,a9«,9t5 

i43.3ai,;70 
ss,m,tsi 

!0,Xt,W 
138,163,971 
55,038,677 
60,558,904 
20,477,119 
37,805,183 
S9,918,8» 
52,689,788 
22,733,443 
12,437,9!* 
13,749,411 


313,194,352 
73,291,448 
21,168,786 
24,464,119 
9,621,234 
3,733,638 


180,070,714 
48,646,834 
12,544,496 
12,858,062 
U,  829, 649 
8,719,067 


2, 020, 441, 297 
482,749,621 
117,970,009 
220,345,305 
68,465,156 
26,349,994 


1,461,565,308 
284, 023;  09 
73,117,935 
79,978,561 
62,723,(93 
18,884,681 


445,472,467 


208,468,702 


2,926,;31,373 


1,970,277,20? 


1,806,996 
3, 1S5, 224 
80, 91S.  252 

i,o,w,fai 

1,21)1,735 

1,'),  960,086 
7,317,543 
4,700,024 

36,8I8,S63 

;?.  136, 711 

2; 103,983 

162.  742, 105 

60,067,367 
3,488,885 
3,069,330 

12,793,839 
7,808,484 
4,220,625 


16,643 

735,523 

3,800,000 

42,638,147 

96,348 

1,511,252 

13,863,611 
4,574,173 
2,636,636 

18,548,175 
2,881,390 
3,208,897 

84,123,384 

29,494,175 
3,805,361 
3,863,024 
8,010,790 
4,756,312 
2,188,253 


68,383 

12,097,630 

30,866,756 

472,283,081 

1,118,233 

20,863,4.50 

137.512,339 

60,960,6,53 

3.5,732,650 

124,661,904 

33,326.618 

23,017,992 

1,04.8,520,721 

310,853,798 

25, 244,. 541 

38, 039, 573 

82,410,096 

42,662J4" 

26, 

l;zcd  by 


o 


36,636 
12,6«6,j« 
49,326,129 

304, 12s,  ran 

11, 649, 76? 
16,902,ni 
134.639,5^ 
101,957,43s 
26,221.695 
48,926,566 
26,000,107 
67,44S,!«7 
660,279,44(1 
174,422,195 
20,509,631 
21,577,500 
46,333,981 
35.666,439 
—109 
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Grand  dirisions  and  countries. 

Uonthol  July- 

6  months  ended  Jnljr— 

ins 

1(05 

UU 

1915 

EX70BTS  TO— contlniMd. 

Princ^nl  coontrtos-Coatinasd. 

ChOe 

13,493,721 
2,234,816 
2,677.028 
7,3*1,937 
9,537,457 
8,306.410 
1,211,647 
2,536,606 

«.971,5S7 
2,638,717 
2,647.901 
4,812,646 
1,385,931 
8,918,081 
2,602,326 
1,974,  M9 

n6,4S7,4M 
16,763,313 
15,391,708 
67,537.202 

114,089,162 

4.'i,a3«,2ee 

12,613,278 
17,151,535 

18,461,779 

China 

11,808,180 

British  East  Indies 

11,625.030 

26,688.626 

Bussialn  Asia 

19,880,827 

Australia  and  New  Zealand 

36.273.363 

Fh<1<i>nfrm  Idnndi 

16,822,429 

Britisfi  Africa 

12,904,084 

FBOPOSEB  PEBWIAN  BITOaET  FOB  1917. 

Tlie  Congress  of  Peru  has  under  consideration  the  proposed  budget 
for  the  fiscal  year  1917,  which  was  presented  by  the  executive  through 
the  Ministry  of  the  Treasury.  In  preparing  the  budget,  an  effort 
was  made  to  reduce  expenditures  in  all  departments  as  much  as  prac- 
ticable. The  proposed  appropriations  for  the  various  branches  of 
the  Government  are  as  follows,  the  aimonnts  being  in  Peruvian 
pounds,  which  are  now  quoted  at  par,  $4.8665 :  Ministry  of  Fomento, 
£198,736;  Foreign  Relations,  £58,667;  Government,  £553,749;  Justice, 
£554,565;  Legislative,  £108,322;  Treasury,  £1,296,589;  War  and 
Manne,  £641,609 ;  total  expenditures,  £3,412^37. 

'The  estimated  revenues  are  based  on  the  actual  receipts  during  the 
first  half  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  with  the  exception  of  revenues 
provided  for  in  recent  laws,  such  as  the  taxes  on  inheritances  and 
mineral  export  duties.  No  revenue  is  estimated  from  the  opium 
monopoly  mis  year,  as  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Executive  to  prmiibit 
the  sale  of  this  drug  except  for  medicinal  purposes.  The  estimated 
revenues  are  as  follows:  Maritime  customs  duties,  £852,680;  fluvial 
duties,  £66,000;  export  duties  on  agricultural  and  mineral  products, 
£296,890;  taxes,  £812,587;  monopolies,  £774,500;  post  office,  £105,100; 
telegraph,  £32,000;  wireless,  £1,500;  impost  on  circular  checks, 
£23,000;  education  funds,  £161,500;  various  revenues,  ^^86,480;  total 
revenues,  £3,412,237. 


DELAY  IS  COLLECTHrO  FISH  FBOM  OVEBFLOWEB  LAimS. 

The  collection  of  fish  from  the  overflowed  lands  along  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Illinois  Rivers  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries 
this  season  has  been  greatly  delayed  by  the  unusually  prolonged  hot 
weather  as  well  as  by  the  high  water  encountered  during  the  same 
period.  Seining  operations  were  not  undertaken  until  August  15, 
and  since  then  it  has  been  found  difficult  to  successfully  transfer  fish 
from  the  seining  grounds  to  points  where  the  Bureau's  cars  could  be 
loaded.  Great  numbers  of  desirable  fishes  are  stranded  on  the  over- 
flowed lands  and  are  being  transferred  to  the  main  channels  of  the 
rivers  as  rapidly  as  the  operating  crews  can  handle  them,  but  dis- 
tributions to  distant  points  will  be  crnaderably  delayed  over  former 
jears  until  the  weather  cools  sufficiently  for  hardening  the  fish. 
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FOBEION  TARIFFS. 
aroebtiha. 

■    [Consul  General  W.  H.  Robertson.  Buenos  Aires.  Apr.  28.) 
Duties  on  Petroleum  Trodncts. 

It  was  provided  by  an  Argentine  decree  of  February  19, 1916,  that 
the  tariff  classifications  established  for  petroleum  products  by  the 
decree  of  July  17,  1915  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  19,  p.  45) 
should  come  into  effect  March  1,  1916,  and  certain  changes  wen- 
made  in  the  duties  applicable  to  a  number  of  these  products.  The 
ofScial  valuation  prescribed  under  tariff  No.  3183  (ligroin  and 
similar  products  and  unrectified  benzine)  is  reduced  from  0.10  to 
0.05  peso  per  kilo,  the  rate  of  duty  remaining  27  per  cent,  including 
surtax.  Gas  oils  not  entitled  to  free  admission  (formerly  classified 
under  No.  3270)  are  to  be  dutiable  at  5  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The 
official  valuation  of  naphtha  or  crude  petroleum  (tariff  No.  45)' is 
reduced  from  0.10  to  0.03  peso  per  kilo,  and  residues  of  crude  !»- 
troleum  imported  exclusi"ely  for  use  as  fuel  are  assimilated  to  tlie 
foregoing.    Products  dutiable  under  No.  45  are  exempt  from  duty. 

[Consul  General  W.  H.  Bot)ert8on,  Buenos  Aires,  May  31.] 
Further  Changes  In  Classifleation  of  Petroleum  Produots. 

The  provisions  of  the  decree  of  July  17,  1915,  recla^fying  jie- 
troleum  products  have  been  amended  by  a  decree  dated  March  '27. 
1916.  Free  admission  is  now  authorized  in  the  case  of  gas  and  shale 
oils  imported  by  gas  companies  for  carbureting  purposes,  distilling 
not  more  than  20  per  cent  of  their  volume  up  to  300°  C.  (Engler 
process),  and  those  distilling  more  than  20  per  cent,  the  products  of 
which  nave  a  greater  density  than  0.83  at  15°.  The  classification 
under  tariff  No.  3270  of  gas  and  shale  oils  not  imported  as  above 
described  has  been  discontinued.  Under  the  heading,  *'  Ligroin  and 
similar  products"  (No.  3183)  are  to  be  classified  hydrocarbons  of  a 
density  not  exceeding  0.78  and  distilling  not  less  than  90  per  cent 
of  their  volume  up  to  180°  C.  (Engler  process). 

OAKABA. 
[Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  Vancourer,  B.  C,  Aug.  II.) 
Reduction  in  Percentage  of  Xoisture  in  Evaporated  Apples. 

Under  section  26  of  the  Adulteration  Act,  Department  of  Inland 
Revenue,  establishing  the  standards  of  quality  for  fruit  and  fniit 
products  admitted  to  Canada,  it  is  provided  that  evaporated  apples 
shall  not  contain  more  than  27  per  .cent  of  moisture.  This  has  been 
amended  imder  date  of  March  20,  1916,  providing  that  evaporates 
apples  shall  not  contain  more  than  25  per  cent  of  moisture.  Th's 
will  probably  be  of  interest  to  American  exporterSj  as  a  consideraWe 
quantity  of  dried  fruits  are  imported  from  the  United  States,  and  in 
some  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  return  shipments  on  account  of 
noncompliance  with  the  requirements  of  this  act. 

I  am  informed  by  the  local  collector  of  customs  that  no  allowance 
will  be  made  for  aosorption  en  route,  and  that  while  in  some  cas^ 
a  fraction  of  1  per  cent  over  the  amoimt  stated  has  been  allowed. 
in  future  the  act  will  be  rigidly  adhered  to. 

[For  other  regulations  governing  standards  for  fruit  and  ft""" 
products,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  9,  p.  54.] 
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PAVAKA. 

[Gaeeta  oacial,  June  2.] 

Xegnlatioiu  for  Xeimported  Ooods. 

A  presidential  decree  of  April  1,  1916,  prescribes  the  manner  in 
vhicn  forei^  goods  may  be  reimported  into  Panama  without  the 

Syment  of  import  duty  after  being  returned  to  the  country  of  origin 
r  repairs  or  for  substitution.  Those  desiring  to  send  abroad  im- 
ported articles  to  be  repaired  or  replaced  by  similar  goods  of  the 
same  value  should  obtain  from  the  customs  authorities  of  the  port  of 
shipment  a  permit  containing  the  following  data :  Kind  of  merchan- 
dise, value,  origin,  quantity,  condition,  name  of  consignee,  and  of  the 
vessel  by  wliich  shipment  is  made.  This  certificate  should  be  signed 
by  the  consi^ee  and  visaed  by  a  consular  officer  of  Panama  at  the 
poi^t  of  destmation  and  upon  the  return  of  the  goods  must  be  pre- 
sen^ied  by  the  importer  before  the  free  admission  of  the  articles  will 
be  allowed.  The  decree  states  that  these  regylations  shall  be  abo 
applicable  to  containers  of  exported  products,  which  are  to  be  reim- 
po^d  into  Panama. 

UBIOV  07  SOUTH  A7BICA. 
[DbIob  Gazette  Bxtraordlnarr,  Jnne  15.] 
laiiff  and  Xixcise  Changes. 

The  tariff  changes  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  enacted  in  1915 
(see  Commerce  Repobts,  July  10,  1916,  and  Foreign  Tariff  Notes 
No.  17,  p.  127)  have  been  continued  in  force  and  certain  other  changes 
in  cA^ms  and  internal-revenue  duties  have  been  made,  according 
to  the  terms  of  act  37  of  1916.  The  present  act  is  limited  in  dura- 
tion to  June  30,  1917,  unless  extended  within  that  period.  As  previ- 
ously stated,  the  general  rate  of  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  articles 
not  specified  in  the  tariff  is  continued,  and  there  is  a  horizontal  in- 
crease of  2  shillings  6  pence  per  gallon  in  the  duties  on  spirits  of  all 
kinds  specified  in  tariff  No.  44.  There  is  also  an  additional  internal 
tax  of  2  shillings  6  pence  per  gallon  on  spirits,  and  previous  increases 
in  other  excise  taxes  are  continued. 

The  following  new  items  have  been  added  to  the  schedule  of  import 
duties : 


Tarifl 
No. 


Artides. 


Rate  at  datj. 


GenaraL 


Britiah 

preliBren- 

tSai. 


8a 
2ea 
BSa 
13fie 
178b 


Calcium  carbide per  100  ponnds.. 

Fuse  (except  electric) per  pound. . 

FenosUicon, in  tfuUc advuorem.. 

Tar  and  tar  oil,  creosote  and  creosote  oO,  In  bidk do 

Oil  seeds  and  nuts,  namely,  palm  nuts,  groundnnts,  mafeura  l>eaos, 
soya  beans,  and  cotton  seed,  for  tba  manufaotnre  ol  on 


£02s.«d. 
£00i.lid. 
3  percent. 
3  per  cent. 

Free 


£0  2s. 
£0  Ol.  Ud. 
Free. 
Do. 

Do. 


Most  of  these  articles  were  previously  not  specified  in  the  tariff 
and  were  dutiable  at  20  per  cent  ad  valorem,  with  a  reduction  of  3 
per  cent  ad  valorem  on  the  products  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
reciprocating  British  colonies. 

A  number  of  changes  in  tariff  classification  have  also  been  made. 
Detonators,  formerly  dutiable  at  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  as  article^ 
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not  speciiied,  are  now  assimilated  to  blasting  compounds,  dutiable  at 
2i  pence  per  pound.  Certain  changes  have  been  made  in  the  classi- 
fication of  printed  matter  and  stationery.  Scrap  metal  is  added  to 
No.  117  and  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  3  per  cent,  and  partly  manu- 
factured iron  and  steel  to  be  completed  or  further  manufactured 
in  the  Union  have  also  been  classified  under  this  item.  To  the  free 
list  have  been  added,  in  addition  to  the  articles  mentioned  above, 
whale  oil  (No.  178)  and  osiers  (No.  184). 


AHERICAK  CONSULAB  OFFICESS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  busittess  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  thtir  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  exteept 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Ill 

Address. 

Cbeioo,  China 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vancouver,  Canada . . . 
St.  aaII,SwltxerIand.. 
Bristol,  England    

Oct.     1 
....do... 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  15 
Not.    1 

Oalena,in. 

Peptrtment  of  State,  Washfau^on,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

Haielt^ne  Ross 

Laonard.  Walter  A 

Osborno,  John  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washlngtan,  D.  C. 
Rushville,  Ind. 

Department  or  State,  Washinftoo.  D.  C. 
120O  Eutaw  Plaoe.  Baltimore  ~U<f 

Mansflcld,  Robert  £ 

Pike,  Wlliiain  J 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson. . . . 
Masterson,  Willtem  W.<>. . . . 

Puerto     Pbta,     Do- 
minican Republic. 
Durban,  South  Alrioa. 

Oct     1 
Sept.  30 

C/0  BalloveU  &  Hem;,  27  Pine  Street, 
New  York  City. 

•  Consul  Masterson  Infoims  the  Bureau  tliat  be  will  be  in  New  Tork  City  from  Sept  26 
to  30,  during  which  period  be  wUl  be  pleased  to  meet  tbose  interested  in  South  African 
commercial  matters.  CommunicaUons  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  office. 
Boom  409,  Customhouse,  New  Xork  City. 


HAITIAir  PBODTTGTIOH  OF  SISAL. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

There  is  some  distribution  of  the  Agave  sisalana  in  Haiti,  the 
plants  having  come  originally  from  the  Bahamas.  The  fiber  is  uti- 
lized to  some  extent  by  the  natives  in  the  making  of  cordage,  rope, 
hammocks,  and  mats  and,  tightly  twisted  together  and  sewed,  as  soles 
for  the  alpargatas,  as  the  clotn-topped  sandals  are  called.  In  the 
Port  de  Paix  district  and  about  St.  Marc  small  quantities  of  sisal 
fibers  are  bought  from  the  natives  and  exported  to  Europe  in  ordi- 
nary times. 

Ihere  is  no  attempt  to  produce  these  fibers  commercially  in  Haiti 
as  yet,  although  one  man  in  Port  au  Prince,  who  has  recently  ac- 
quired considerable  areas  of  semiarid  limestone  and  coral  rock  land 
on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  has  under  consideration  the  setting 
out  of  several  hundred  acres  of  sisal  as  an  experiment. 


Vice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward  reports  that  Vancouver's  building 

fermits  for  the  month  of  August  totaled  $620,879,  as  compared  witn 
156,455  in  July,  1916,  and  $55,320  in  August,  1915. 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEKNIEEHT  SUFPUES  AND  COHSTBITCTION. 

[Conespondance  shoold  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifications  cnn  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  l>e  delivered  or  tbc  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  case*  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  thev 
■honid  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
fntore  supplies  or  work  ot  a  similar  nature.] 

Bookt,  No.  3578. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply  Depot, 
United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  Sep- 
tember 18,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  dellrering  a  munber  of  medical  and 
scientific  textbooks.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  above  office. 

Riprap,  No.  3579. — Sealed  pr<^)osal8  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse  Inspec- 
tor, Tompklnsville,  N.  Y.,  until  September  29,  1916,  for  furnishing  and 
placing  riprap  for  foundation  for  Hunts  Point  Light,  Hunts  Point,  N.  Y. 
Information  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  above  office. 

Conttruction  of  dock,  No.  3580. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0.,  until 
October  21,  1916,  for  constructing  a  concrete  dry  dock  at  the  navy  yard, 
Norfolk,  Va.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  applicatl9R-  to 
the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Construction  of  canals,  No.  3581. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  St.  Ignatius,  Mont,  until 
October  10,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  canaU  and  structures  on  the 
Flathead  project,  Montana.  For  particulars  address  the  Reclamation  Serv- 
ice, Washington,  D.  O. ;  Denver,  Colo. ;  or  St.  Ignatius,  Mont 

Excavators,  No.  3582. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Denver,  Colo.,  until  October  2,  1916,  for 
furnishing  drag-liue  excavators.    For  particulars  address  the  above  office. 

Repair  of  light  vessel.  No.  3583. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
lighthouse  Inspector,  Portland,  Oreg.,  until  September  22, 1916,  for  docking, 
cleaning,  painting,  and  repairing  relief  light  vessel  No.  92.  Information 
Vr^l  be  furnished  on  application  to  above  office. 

Cartridges,  No.  3584. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  tlie 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Octoiwr 
11,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  50,000,000  rounds  of  ball  cartrldge.s. 
Specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Medical  supplies,  No.  3585. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street  New  York,  N.  Y., 
tintil  September  18,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  Aiken's  tonic  pills, 
Copaiba  balsam,  solution  basins,  dressing  forceps,  test  glasses,  mattresses, 
silver  probes,  eye  spuds,  and  test  tubes.  Specifications  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation to  the  above  office. 

Light  vessel  chain.  No.  3586. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  light- 
house inspector,  TompkinsviUe,  N.  Y.,  until  September  28, 1910,  for  furnish- 
ing six  15-fathom  pieces  li-inch  stud  link  light  vessel  chains.  Information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Aeroplanes,  No.  3587. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  tiie 
Cliief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  furnishing 
military  training  (primary)  aeroplanes.  Specifications  may  be  obtained 
by  applying  to  the  above  office. 

Gun  carriages.  No.  3588. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
9,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  f.  o.  b.  train,  contractor's  works, 
eighteen  12-Inch  barbette  carriages,  model  of  1917.  Specifications  may  be 
obtained  by  applying  to  the  above  office. 

Hardware,  No.  3589.^-Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  27, 
1916,  for  furnishing  the  Signal  Corps  with  brake  shoes,  singletrees,  bolts, 
clutch  rings,  terminal  blocks,  doubletrees,  and  wrenches.  Specifications  and 
drawings  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Own  carriages.  No.  3590. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
9,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  f.  o.  b.  train,  contractor's  works, 
twenty-one  3-inch  antiaircraft  mounts,  model  of  1917.  Speclficatloiis  may  be 
had  on  application  to  al>ove  office.  ^  i 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OPFOETUNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  dlatrlet  ofllees.  B«qaest 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atste  opportiimltr  aamker. 
The  Bar«aa  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsiblUty  as  to  tlie  Btandhig 
o{  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Cotton  goods,  hosieru.  No.  22399. — ^A  firm  In  the  United  States  desires  to  secure, 
for  transmittal  to  Its  correspondents  In  Cuba,  quotations  and  literature  on 
cotton  goods,  hosiery,  etc. 

Carriage  covers,  etc.,  No.  22400. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  fabrics  for  awnings, 
carriage  covers,  etc.  The  firm  desires  ai>out  4,000  yards  per  annum  of 
material  similar  to  samples,  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  offices.  (Kefer  to  file  No.  79549.)  Correspondence  should  be  Id 
French.    The  firm  will  furnish  references. 

Machinery,  No,  22401. — A  business  man  in  the  Netherlands  writes  the  Bureau 
that  he  desires  to  receive  the  name  and  address  of  an  American  maanfae- 
turer  of  machines  for  compressing  bouillon  cubes  or  tablets,  etc.  It  is 
deslre<l  to  secure  a  machine  with  a  capacity  of  from  20,000  to  80,000  tablets 
in  10  hours.  Catalogues  and  full  information  ns  to  prices,  time  of  ddinry. 
etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Ilardtcare,  novelties,  etc..  No.  22402. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Demnnrk 
reixtrts  that  a  merchant  In  his  district  is  anxious  to  represent  .\marlcan 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  household  goods,  hardware,  and  noTrtties. 
The  man  claims  to  have  resided  in  America  for  a  number  of  years. 

Textiles,  drugs,  etc..  No.  22403. — ^The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
business  man  in  India  who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters,  on  a  commission  basis,  of  all  kinds  of  textiles,  suit  cases, 
pharmaceutical  products,  drugs,  stationery,  post  cards,  novelties,  etc  Sam- 
ples and  c.  i.  f.  prices  are  desired. 

Hardware,  etc..  No.  22404. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  re- 
ports that  a  mon  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  on  a  commission 
basis  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware  and  ssnddes. 
Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

Food  products,  etc..  No.  22405. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  In  Chile  has  transmitted  a  report  from  a  firm  in  that  cbunti; 
which  desires  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  a  market  in  the  United  States 
for  oat,  pea,  chick-pea,  vetch,  and  lentil  fiour  and  fig  coffee.  Detailed  In- 
formamtlon  may  be  had  on  application,  and  samples  of  the  commodities 
may  be  Insi)ected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices,  (Referrerd  to  file 
No.  1772.) 

Automobiles,  mining  machinery,  and  beltitig.  No.  22406. — The  commercial  agent 
of  the  Bureau  In  New  York  City  reports  that  a  business  man  from  Spahi 
Is  now  In  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  commercial 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  automobiles, 
mining  machinery,  and  leather  belting.  The  man  desires  to  represent  on 
a  commission  basis.    References. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  22407. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau,  who 
has  recently  returne<l  from  a  trip  through  South  American  countries,  re- 
ports that  a  linn  in  .Vrgentlua,  which  owns  and  cultivates  a  large  prune 
plantation,  wishes  to  receive  complete  information  In  regnnl  to  the  best 
method  of  drying  and  preparing  prunes  for  the  market,  with  plans  and 
estimates  for  all  machinery  and  apparatus  necessory  for  drying,  sorting, 
grading,  and  packing.     

OFFICES  OF  THE  BimEATJ  OF  FOBEIGN  AlH)  DOMESTIC  COHUEBCE. 


DISTBICr  OFFICES. 
NEW  TOKK.  Boon  109,  CntomkoiiM. 
BOSTON  t  1801  Castomhone. 
CHICieOi  504  Federal  Baiiaiar. 
ST.  LOUIS:  402  Third  NsUoaal  Baak  Bulldiag, 
ATIiiiriJl:  621  Pott  Office  Bniidlag. 
NEW  OBLEANS :  1020  Hlbernla  Basil  Baildiag. 
SIN  FBANCISCO:  807  Caatomkoase. 
SEATTLE:  848  HcBrr  Balldlng. 


COOPKBATITB  OFFICES. 
CLETELAND:  Ckanber  of  Oommeret. 
CINCINNATI:  CkiMher  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI:  C,  N.  0.  A  T.  P.  Kj.  Co. 
LOB  ANOELES:  Ckamkcr  of  CosuHrec. 
PHILADBLPHIA:  Cbuaker  of  Oeamem. 
CHATTAXOOOA:  Soatt  AaMrleaa  Agtat,  SnO- 

en  By.  Co'. 
POBTLAND.  ORIfl.:  Chaml>er  of  CoanurN- 
WASHINOTOX  :  COVKRMMEXT  pniXWXQ  OfTICS:  MM 
Digitized  by  VaOOQ  IC 


University  LiBftAKV 


6DM'MERCE  reports 

CETON,    N.  J.       DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  ule  bj  the  Superiniendent  of  Documcntt,  Waduii(too,  D.  C, at  f  2^  per  year 


No.  217       Washington,  D.  C,  Friday,  September  15  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Page. 

Restrictions  on  Scandinavian  imports 10O9  Northern  Brazil's  exports  during  fiscal  year . .  1017 

Russia  oflers  niles  to  aid  Americans  in  cabling  1009  New  Zealand  wants  new  ideas  in  workmoi's 

Oananr  Islands  seek  American  floor 1010        houses 1018 

CanBdian  exhibit  o(  Qarman  and  Austrian  Increase  in  Japanese  sulphur  exports 1019 

goods 1011      Swiss  asphalt  trade  under  war  conditions 1020 

Exports  from  London  to  United  States 1011  Exports  of  iron  and  steel  products  from  Swan- 

Frodoctlon  of  nux  romlca  In  Uadias  Presl-  sea 1021 

itaey 1012  Progress  made  in  extending  use  of  grayflsh...  1022 

British  Coltunbia  makes  first  farm  loans 1013      Hanntacture  of  wood-pulp  bags 1022 

Increased  Cuban  customs  collections I0I3  New  Japanese  iron  foundry  to  be  established .  1022 

Concrete  ships  in  service 1013  American  consular  officers  on  leave  of  absence  1023 

British  wool  notes 1014  Consular  invoices  for  parcels  by  post  to  Chile.  1023 

Cotton  consumption  and  supplies 1014  Six  months'  production  of  locomotives  in  Qer- 

CUnese  and  American  Qoiu' at  Hongkong lOlS        many 1023 

Ifanulacture  of  mlsoeUaneous  chemical  prod-  Forei(^  trade  oppcrtimlties 1024 

ucts 1016 

RESTBICHONS  ON  SCAin)INAVIAN  IMFOBTS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Sept.  14.] 

No  further  export  licenses  or  other  facilities  will  be  given  until 
further  notice  for  the  importation  of  clover  seeds  into  Norway,  of 
Mdes,  tanning  materials,  and  linen  thread  into  Sweden,  or  of  nickel 
into  Holland.  The  importation  of  fresh  apples  into  the  Scandi- 
navian countries  and  Holland  has  been  restricted.  Negotiations  re- 
specting fresh  fruit  are  proce«ding.  [A  list  of  other  products  which 
for  the  present  may  not  be  shipped  to  the  Scandinavian  countries  and 
the  Netherlands  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  13, 
1916.] 

BUSSIA  OFFEBS  BUIES  TO  AID  AHEBICANS  IN  CABLING. 

Commercial  Attach^  W.  C.  Himtington,  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  has  received  from  the  Russian  war  censor 
of  telegraphs  a  statement  containing  instructions  to  Americans  who 
wish  to  avoid  trouble  and  delays  in  cabling  to  Russia.  These  instruc- 
tions are : 

1.  Make  your  messages  absolutely  cleDr,  so  that  a  perfect  stranger  can  make 
&eiise  of  them. 

2.  Do  not  use  too  many  figures  in  comparison  with  the  amount  of  text.  A 
cipher  story  can  be  told  In  figures. 

3.  Do  not  send  anonymous  telegrams.  Sign  your  full  name  or  the  name  of 
your  firm. 

4.  Do  not  be  laconic  Short  messages  sound  very  mysterious  to  the  censor. 
Spend  a  little  more  money  and  make  the  story  complete. 

6.  Do  not  use  highly  technical  terms,  i.  e.,  words  not  generally  known  or 
which  can  not  b«  readily  found  in  the  dictionary. 


Telegraphic  advices  from  the  agent  of  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Fisheries  at  Nushagak,  Alaska,  indicate  that  the  number  of  sal- 
mon which  ascended  Wood  River  (Lake  Aleknagik)  this  season  for 
spawning  was  651,959.  This  total  is  an  increase  of  more  than  100 
per  cent  over  1915. 
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CAHABT  XSLABSS  SEEK  AMEBICAH  FIOUB. 

[ConsQl  George  K.  Stilea,  Teneriffe,  Aog.  2.] 

If  proper  attention  is  paid  to  sacking  and  routing  shipments,  and 
terms  similar  to  those  now  granted  by  British  milfing  intereete  are 
offered,  American  flour  exporters  should  completely  dominate  Uie 
Canary  Islands  market,  dealers  in  this  district  declare.  With  abso- 
lutely no  American  mill  directly  represented  in  the  islands,  and 
without  a  dollar  of  American  capital  invested  in  the  trade,  Aineri- 
can  flour  shipments  in  1915  amounted  to  $181,460,  compared  witii 
only  $94,170  m  1914.  When  it  is  realized,  however,  that  flour  im- 
ports here  totaled  $702,184  daring  1915,  it  will  be  seen  that  iho 
American  share  of  this  business  is  much  smaller  than  actual  con- 
ditions seem  to  warrant.  Of  tlie  total  amount  approximately  two- 
thirds  came  from  Liverpool. 

There  are  three  main  factors  in  Liverpool's  control  of  tiie  balk 
of  the  Canary  Islands  flour  trade.     These  are  a  clearer  compre- 
hension of  market  conditions,  closer  selling,  and  prompt  and  fre- 
quent deliveries. 
Xarket  TTtnally  Hag  Small  Sapply. 

This  flour  market  is  noted  for  short  buying.  At  no  time  is  there 
in  stock  more  than  two  weeks'  supply.  All  bread  is  from  bakeries, 
and  the  bakers  rarely  carry  over  two  weeks'  raw  material.  Liver- 
pool frequently  equals  and  occasionally  beats  New  York  quotations 
by  being  content  with  smaller  profits.  Liverpool  also  sends  c.  i.  £. 
shipments,  while  New  York,  so  far  as  it  has  been  possible  to  as- 
certain, requires  f.  o.  b. 

It  is  essential  to  note  that  direct  shipment  means  a  $40  ocean 
rate,  single  sacking,  and  one  set  of  port  charges.  Shipments  to  ihis 
market  via  Cadiz  mean  $46  per  ton  freight  and  double  sacking,  as 
single-sacked  flour  shipments  will  not  stand  transshipment. 

The  chief  question  is  how  may  American  millers  offset  the  Liver- 
pool advantage  of  weekly  steamers.  Any  large  producer  of  Ameri- 
can flour  may  undersell  the  Engli^  market  by  placing  an  agency  in 
the  islands  with  credit  facilities  that  will  make  p<»sible  the  establish- 
ment here  of  fairly  large  stocks  of  American  flour.  These  stods 
could  be  obtained  here  only  throu^  financial  arrang^n^its  afforded 
by  large  American  producers,  which  would  enable  the  agency  to  take 
on  surplus  supplies  during  periods  of  low  prices.  Previous  to  the 
war  British  firms  granted  90  days  or  5  per  cent  discount  for  cash, 
six  days'  sight  being  considered  cash. 

Varloui  Klads  of  Packages  for  SUpvent 

Liverpool  flour  comes  in  122-kilo  (268-pound)  sacks  (sin^e). 
Argentine  flour,  which  since  the  war  has  made  certain  gains  in  this 
market,  comes  in  60-kilo  (132-pounds)  sacks  (double).  American 
flour  usually  arrives  in  200-ponnd  sacks  and  is  almost  invariab^ 
single  sacked.  The  latter  feature  has  caused  serious  losses  when 
shipped  by  other  than  direct  route,  as  the  double  handling  affords  a 
considerable  percentage  of  torn  sacks. 

American  flour  possesses  here  a  reputation  for  quality  whidi  btf 
enabled  it  to  sell  at  slightly  higher  prices  than  the  British  product 
Certain  large  bakeries  buy  an  American  brand  for  miying  witii  tlie 
cheaper  British  flour.    It  would  be  a  mistake,  according  to  local 
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floiir  handlers,  to  introduce  any  but  the  best  American  flour  into  this 
market,  as  its  reputation  for  quality  is  considered  its  best  selling 
point. 

[A  list  of  commission  dealers  in  tlie  Canary  Islands  wlio  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  establish  connections  with  American  floor  producers  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative 
ofBces.    Refer  to  file  No.  79950.] 


CANADIAir  EXHIBIT  OF  GEKMAN  AST)  AIJSTBIAN  GOODS. 

[ConsQl  O.  Gaylord  Marsli,  detailed  as  rice  consul,  Ottawa,  Sept.  T.l 

It  is  reported  that  a  collection  of  8,000  samples  of  German  and 
Austrian  industrial  products,  collected  in  70  different  world  mar- 
kets, will  arrive  in  Canada  about  September  20.  The  collection  was 
made  and  exhibited  in  England  by  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade  and  has  been  loaned,  for  a 
limited  period,  to  the  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce to  be  exhibited  in  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

The  exliibit  will  be  opened  in  Montreal  during  the  latter  part  of 
September  and  will  be  on  view  for  about  two  weeks  in  each  of  the 
cities  named. 

According  to  press  announcement,  the  purpose  in  bringing  the 
exhibit  to  Canada  is  to  ascertain  whether  Canadian  manufacturers 
are  making  or  can  make  articles  of  the  kinds  and  at  the  prices 
shown,  either  for  foreign  or  the  home  markets,  it  being  the  desire 
to  enable  Canada  to  capture  as  large  a  share  of  world  trade  as 
possible. 

This  exhibit,  while  temporary,  is  part  of  a  plan  now  being  worked 
out  by  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Canadian  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Commerce  to  establish  in  Canada  a  permanent 
commercial  and  industrial  museum. 


EZPOBTS  FROM  LONDON  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  England,  Sept.  1.] 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  from  London  to  the  United 
States  during  the  eight  months  ended  August  31, 1916,  amounted  to 
$111,241,898,  as  compared  with  $92,339,361  during  the  first  eight 
months  of  1915.  The  following  are  the  values  of  the  principal  items 
comprising  the  above  amounts: 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Artidts. 

1915 

1916 

Rubbor 

»40,071,767 
4,856,183 
6,802,773 
2,534,038 
4,084,049 
1,6U,625 

»36, 900,307 
13,527,945 
7,537,639 
4,576,630 
4,313,600 
4,270,859 

T«e 

13,364,441 
308036 

1,816,911 
3^083 

6,854,000 
361  190 

t3, 431,966 
3,483,401 
2,104.363 
1,367,585 
1,251,508 
653,397 

Tin 

Creosote  oil 

Art 

Platinum 

TTirlM 

Wool 

Copper 

During  August  alone  the  totals  were  $10,449,044  for  1916  and  $10,- 
704,442  for  1915. 

For  the  first  time  since  war  commenced  the  value  of  precious  stones 
exported  from  Ijondon  to  the  United  States  during  any  one  month 
exceeded  that  of  any  other  article,  the  two  highest  totals  showing  in 
August  were:  Precious  stones,  $1,654,869;  and  rubber,  $1,039,272. 
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psoDircnoH  of  hvx  vokicia  is  kadbas  fkesidebcy.  - 

[Consul  Laden  Hemmlnger,  Madras,  India,  3nlj  14.1 

Among  the  products  exported  from  the  Madras  district  to  the 
United  btates  in  the  first  naif  of  the  current  year  [see  Coiucercb 
Refobts  for  Aug.  24,  1916]  niix  vomica  ranked  seventh,  foUowine 
skins,  coconut  oil,  pepper,  coir  yarn,  indigo,  and  sandalwood,  and 
amounted  to  2,666,118  pounds,  valued  at  $134,097.  In  the  calendar 
year  1915  they  totaled  1,470,180  pounds,  valued  at  $52,489. 

Nux  vomica  is  shipped  in  the  form  either  of  seeds  or  of  "pick- 
ings," the  latter  being  husks  or  shells  washed  from  the  seeds.  The 
product  is  of  commercial  value  as  being  the  source  of  the  alkaloids 
strychnine  and  brucine.  WitJi  the  exception  of  Ceylon,  which  ex- 
ports a  limited  amount  of  nux  vomica,  British  India  is  said  to  supply 
the  world.  In  addition  to  the  alkaloids  just  mentioned  the  seeds 
yield  a  dye,  which  produces  light-brown  ^des  on  cotton  clotii,  and 
an  oil  employed  medicinally  by  native  practitioners  in  India. 
FrodncinK  Centers — Chaiaetertsties  of  Seeds. 

The  snakewood,  nux  vomica,  or  strychnine  tree  (^Strychnos  nux- 
vomiea,  Linn)  grows  wild  in  the  forests  and  is  also  cultivated  to  a 
limited  extent  in  gardens  in  India.  It  is  a  moderate-sized  deciduous 
tree  of  the  Goraknpur  forests  in  Southern  India,  Bei^al,  Oriasa,  the 
Deccan,  and  Kamatak,  moist  forests  in  the  Bombay  Presidency,  and 
deciduous  forests  all  over  India.  TTie  producing  centers  m  the 
Madras  Presidency  are  Tanjore,  Trichinopoly,  Pudukotah,  Calicut, 
Eajahmundry,  and  Nellore.  Shipments  go  mainly  to  London  and 
New  York;  iormerly  Hamburg  was  an  important  mart.  The  aver- 
age yearly  production  throughout  India  is  estimated  at  40,000  hun- 
dredweights (hundredweight=112  pounds).  Production  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Forest  Department  of  the  Government  of  India.  The 
seed  is  included  in  the  general  items  of  minor  forest  produce,  and 
the  right  to  collect  is  usually  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 

Nux  vomica  seeds  and  pickings  are  obtained  from  the  plum-like 
fruits  of  the  tree.  The  fruit  is  collected  and  the  seeds  washed  out 
and  dried  in  the  sun,  or  the  seeds  are  simply  gathered  from  the 
ground,  but  in  the  latter  case  they  have  little  commercial  value.  They 
are  roundish,  flat,  or  concavo-convex  in  shape  and  silvery  in  colw. 
The  best  seeds  are  known  in  the  trade  as  fine,  bold,  and  fresh.  Their 
appearance  should  be  "  bright,"  that  is,  clean  and  silvery.  Each  not 
contains  about  a  half  dozen  seeds. 
HandU;ier  the  Output — Prioet. 

In  the  forests  of  Nellore,  where  the  tree  is  common,  the  seeds  are 
washed  out  by  a  forest  tribe,  the  Yanadis,  and  a  good  price  is  ob- 
tained for  them.  Cochin  nux  vomica  is  collected  in  Sie  di^  deciduous 
forests  at  the  foot  of  the  Travancore  hills  and  is  sold  at  a  low  figure 
to  small  native  dealers,  who  send  it  to  the  merchants.  The  nux 
vomica  of  the  eastern  coast  finds  an  outlet  at  Cocanada,  and  ship- 
ments bear  the  name  of  Cocanada  nux  vomica.  The  Madras  seeds 
come  from  Nellore  and  several  other  parts  of  the  Presidency.  Madras, 
Bombay,  and  Cochin  are  the  ports  in  India  from  which  nnx  vfflnica 
is  chiefly  exported. 

The  current  quotation  for  nux  vomica  in  Madras  at  the  end  of 
June  was  1  anna  3  pies  ($0,025)  per  pound.    Nux  vomica  is  pa(±ed 
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in  robbins  or  bags  usually  of  164  pounds  when  exported,  the  shipping 
ton  being  14  to  10  hundredweights  net. 

[An  earlier  account  of  the  production  of  nux  vonii.-u  in  India  api>ear«l  in 
Daily  (Jonsular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Apr.  22,  1912.) 


BBITISH  COIITMBIA  HAKES  FIRST  FABH  LOANS. 

[Consul  R.  B.  Mosber,  Victoria,  Aug.  '.] 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  agricultural  credits  act,  passed  by 
the  British  Columbia  Legislature  in  1915,  a  commission  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  loaning  money  to  the  farmers  of  this 
Province.  This  board  made  the  first  loans  on  August  1,  1916.  The 
first  day  19  advances  were  obtained  by  farmers,  aggregating  $25,000. 
The  amounts  were:  One  of  $250,  one  of  $300,  four  of  $500,  five  of 
$1,000,  one  of  $1,250,  two  of  $1,500,  two  of  $2,000,  one  of  $2,500.  one 
of  $3,000,  and  one  of  $4,000, 

About  630  applications  for  loans  have  been  received  from  farmers 
in  all  sections  of  the  Province.  These  are  for  amounts  ranging  from 
$250  to  $20,000.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  commission  to  deal  as  yet  only 
with  applications  for  moderate  amounts.  The  applications  already 
in  total  $1,250,000.  The  money  will  be  advanced  to  the  farmers  at 
a  rate  of  not  more  than  6J  per  cent,  a  most  favorable  rate  under 
existing  financial  conditions. 

[The  sale  by  the  Province,  on  most  favorable  terms,  of  bowls  to  tlie  amount 
of  $1,000,000,  to  run  for  25  years,  was  the  subject  of  an  article  in  Ooumerck  Re- 
poBTS  for  May  17,  1916.  The  provisions  of  the  agricultural  credits  act  were 
given  in  the  issue  of  May  10, 1916.] 


INCREASED  CUBAN  CUSTOMS  COLLECTIONS. 

[Consul  Henry  M.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  Consul,  Habana,  Sept.  1.] 

The  customs  collections  at  the  port  of  Habana  during  August, 
1916,  amounted  to  $2,588,672,  i-eflecting  the  large  increase  in  importa- 
tions of  machinery  and  apparatus  for  use  in  the  sugar  industry  of 
the  Eepublic,  and  an  increase  of  $3,062  over  the  previous  month's 
collections. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  calendar  year  1916  the  customs  collections 
for  the  entire  Republic  were  $17,119,808,  an  increase  of  $4,685,740 
over  the  same  period  in  1915. 

The  collector  of  the  port  of  HabaHa  estimates  that  the  collections 
for  the  current  month  of  September  will  reach  the  unprecedented 
figure  of  $3,000,000  for  this  port. 

CONCBETE  SHIPS  IN  SEBVICE. 

Apropos  of  the  statement  in  recent  press  dispatches  that  Norway 
has  just  put  into  operation  the  first  stone  vessel  ever  built,  resem- 
bling a  barge,  the  ribs  of  steel  and  the  hull  of  concrete,  the  Bureau 
of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  says  that  it  may  be  worth 
noting  that  the  scows  A.  S.  and  G.  Company  No.  S3  and  No.  66 
were  built  of  concrete  at  Fairfield,  Md.,  in  1912  and  1913,  respec- 
tively, by  the  Anmdel  Sand  &  Gravel  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  These 
vessels  measure  approximately  112  feet  in  length  and  28  feet  in  beam, 
and  it  is  believed  they  are  the  first  vessels  ever  built  of  concrete. 
The  No.  66  was  abandoned  as  unfit  for  service  in  the  early  part  of 
the  current  year  and  the  No.  3S  is  still  in  commission. 
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BSITISH  WOOL  NOTES. 

[Consul  Aagnstns  B.  Ingram,  Bndfoid,  Aug.  24.] 

Adylsoiy  Committees  Appointed. 

The  War  Office  has  appointed  a  Central  Advisory  Committee  for 
England  and  Wales  to  advise  the  War  Department  on  matters  aris- 
ing out  of  the  purchase  and  distribution  or  English  wool,  the  mem- 
bership of  the  committee  comprising  representatives  of  sheep  raisers, 
wool  buyers,  and  spinners  and  manufacturers.  Local  advisory  com- 
mittees composed  of  wool  merchants  and  farmers  have  been  ap- 
Eointed  for  each  of  the  13  areas  into  which  England  and  Wales  have 
een  divided,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  wool  has  already  been 
purchased. 
Similar  committees  are  in  existence  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

"  Condition  "  Will  Govern  Price. 

In  regard  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  dcHuestic  wool  clip,  it  is 
of  interest  to  note  that  "  condition  "  will  be  an  important  factor  witii 
the  authorized  buyers,  and  this  may  have  important  results  in 
demonstrating  to  the  farmers  more  forcibly  than  ever  before  the 
benefit  of  delivering  the  wool  in  a  clean  condition. 

The  Government  also  announces  that  wool  will  at  present  be 
allocated  for  other  than  Government  purposes  only  if  ^>ecial  cir- 
cumstances or  hardship  can  bo  shown.  It  is  stated  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  trade  that  wool  will  be  issued  for  future  War  Office  con- 
tracts at  fixed  prices,  and  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  department 
for  yarn  and  cloth  will  be  based  directly  on  the  price  at  which  the 
wool  has  been  supplied. 

Bnssian  Ctoverament  Khaki  Order. 

The  Russian  Government  has  just  placed  orders  for  about  2,000,000 
yards  of  army  cloth  (worsted  to  be  manufactured  into  khaki  uni- 
forms) with  West  Biding  firms,  with  the  stipulation  that  the  cloUi 
must  be  delivered  before  the  end  of  next  spring.  These  orders  are 
to  be  carried  out  under  the  new  scheme  of  Government  control,  whidi 
will  insist  that  all  firms  with  suitable  and  sufficient  machineiy  mast 
do  their  fair  diare  of  this  and  the  British  Government  work  A 
system  of  cost  accounting  will  insure  prices  being  kept  as  low  as 
possible. 

COTTON  CONSUMPTION  AND  STTPFU^. 

According  to  preliminary  statistics  prepared  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  cotton  consumed  in  the  United  States  dar- 
ing August,  1916,  amounted  to  558,717  running  bales  (counting  round 
as  halt  bales)  compared  with  464,392  bales  in  the  corre^Kmdlng 
month  of  1915.  The  quantitv  for  12  months  ending  July  31, 1916, 
was  6,397,613  bales  compared  with  5,597,362  for  the  conespoading 
period  last  year.  Cotton  on  hand  August  81  in  the  United  »t«tes  in 
consuming  establidunents  amounted  to  1,369,380  bales,  ounpaied 
with  1,165,681  a  year  ago ;  and  in  public  storage  and  at  compreesee, 
969,304  bales  compared  with  1,712,504  bales  a  year  Ago.  Cotton 
spindles  active  during  August  were  32,299,406,  compared  with  31,- 
064,419  in  August,  1915.  ^    .      .         i- 
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CHINESE  Aim  AMESICAH  FIOTJB  AT  HONGKONG. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  China,  Aug.  5.] 

The  flour  market  of  Hongkong  for  the  current  half  of  1916  has 
many  uncertain  elements,  and  at  present  it  is  somewhat  doubtful  as 
to  exactly  what  American  flour  manufacturers  and  exporters  may 
expect.  The  unfavorable  turn  of  the  trade  with  respect  to  American 
flour  noted  in  the  opening  months  of  the  year  as  a  result  of  high 
prices  in  the  United  States  and  exceedingly  high  trans-Pacific  freight 
rates  as  well  as  a  large  crop  of  wheat  in  North  China  has  been 
greatly  modified,  although  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  more  promise 
than  i-ealization  in  the  situation  up  to  the  present  time.  The  proba- 
bilities are,  however,  that  American  flour  will  again  come  into  the 
market  in  considerable  quantities. 
Held-Over  Stocks  of  Native  Tlonr. 

It  is  doubtful  if  Chinese  flour  will  cut  as  much  figure  in  the  im- 
mediate future  as  it  did  during  the  winter  season  of  1915-16.  The 
great  influx  of  Chinese  flour  not  only  into  the  Chinese  ports  usually 
tributary  to  Hongkong's  flour  market,  but  into  the  flour  markets  of 
the  Malay  States  and  East  Indies  generally  where  Hongkong  dealere 
customarily  operate,  was  made  possible  by  an  unusually  large  crop  of 
wheat  in  S'^orth  China.  About  200,000  bags  of  Shanghai  flour  came 
into  this  market,  and  of  this  stock  some  110,000  bags  remain.  The 
flour  is  not  of  good  quality,  and  as  it  is  now  getting  old  much  of  it 
must  be  disposed  of  at  a  loss. 

It  is  understood  by  Hongkong  flour  men  that  the  Government  at 
Peking  has  issued  a  permit  for  the  exportation  of  100,000  bags  of 
flour  during  the  current  season,  but  because  of  the  large  stock  of 
native  flour  now  in  Hongkong  and  because  of  the  higher  price  of  the 
native  product  little  or  none  of  it  is  moving,  nor  is  any  of  it  likely  to 
move  during  the  several  months  required  to  dispose  of  the  old  stock 
on  hand.  Some  of  the  Shanghai  flour  is  reported  by  dealers  here  as 
moving  direct  to  Singapore,  Java,  and  other  markets  usually  served 
by  Hongkong,  but,  in  a  general  way,  it  appears  that  the  chief  effect 
of  Chinese  flour  in  this  and  subsidiary  markets  has  been  to  keep  down 
the  price  of  Canadian  and  American  flours. 
Factors  Tavoringr  Chinese  Floor. 

The  hold  of  the  Chinese  flour  on  the  market  under  normal  condi- 
tions represents  a  considerable  margin  of  cost  in  favor  of  the  native 
product.  While  the  Government  imposes  an  export  tax  upon  it  of 
about  40  cents  Mexican  a  bag,  the  likin  charge  is  2  cents  Mexican  a 
bag  less  than  on  the  foreign  flour.  Also,  the  Chinese  flour  is  packed 
50  pounds  to  the  bag  instead  of  the  49  poimds  of  American  and 
Canadian  flour — which  weight,  in  the  case  of  American  flour  and 
under  the  terms  of  the  pure-food  law  in  the  United  States,  must  be 
stamped  on  the  bag  itself.  For  these  reasons  Chinese  flour  in  the 
same  market  is  valued  at  7  cents  Mexican  per  bag  more  than  the 
lower  grades  of  American  flours,  although  the  quality  is  inferior. 

Inciaentally  it  may  be  added  that  some  of  the  Shanghai  mills  are 
mixing  hard  Manchurian  wheat  with  wheat  from  the  i  angtze  Val- 
ley and  are  thus  improving  the  quality  of  their  product.  This  is  im- 
Sortant  in  their  efforts  to  get  into  the  Java  market,  since  that  market 
emands  a  better  grade  of  flour  than  the  usual  Chinese  product.  The 
Shanghai  flours  are  better  milled  and  are  superior  in  color  and  well 
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dressed  in  comparison  with  tiie  Manchorian  products,  the  export 
grades  of  which  come  only  from  Harbin  and  its  immediate  vicinity. 
Current  Wheat  Crop  TTnuttisfaetory. 

The  Chinese  wheat  crop  is  reported  at  only  70  per  cent  of  thai  of 
last  year,  and  in  view  of  wet  weather  conditions  in  the  wheat  country 
its  quality  is  likely  to  be  unusually  poor.  Chinese  flour,  therefore, 
will  probably  be  no  serious  competitor  in  the  Hongkong  market  if 
ocean  freight  rates  become  more  normal  and  American  prices  fall, 
but  present  stocks  will  interfere  with  the  trade  for  some  time  to 
come.  The  flour  market  in  Hongkong  in  general  at  the  present  time 
is  lifeless,  with  a  stock  of  about  400,000  oags  on  hand.  Prices  are 
below  replacing  costs  and  have  remained  undtanged  for  some  wedk& 


KAinrFACTUBE  OF  MISCELLAlTEOirS  CHEMICAL  PBODUCTS. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  1914  census  of  manufactures  with  re- 
spect  to  miscellaneous  chemical  products  of  this  country  figures  are 
given  for  potash  and  potassium  salts,  fine  chemicals,  coal-tar  prod- 
ucts, and  general  chemicals.  The  aggregate  value  of  iheee  classes 
for  1914  was  $71,047,223,  compared  with  ^7^16,072  in  1909,  «ie  last 
previous  census  year.  Various  branches  of  production  of  chemicals 
and  allied  products  have  been  subjects  of  previous  reports.  These 
were  acids,  alums,  bleaching  materials^  cyanides,  plastics,  sodas  and 
sodium  products,  compressed  or  liquefied  gases,  chemicals  produced 
with  the  aid  of  electricity,  dyestutfs  and  extracts,  essential  oils,  ex- 
plosives, fertilizers,  paints  and  vami^es,  petroleum  refining,  soap, 
and  wood  distillation. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  in  its  review  of  the  mis- 
cellaneous chemical  production  of  the  country,  gives  detailed  figures 
for  each  of  the  four  classes  mentioned  as  making  up  the  total  value 
of  $71,047,223  for  1914.  Compared  with  similar  figures  for  1909, 
these  are: 


Products. 


1909 


1914 


Froduets. 


1909 


1(14 


roTAsn  AND  roTAssroii  salts. 

Products,  total  value 

Crude  potash 

Potassium  carbonate  (unre- 
fined and  refined) 

Potassium  nitrate  (salt- 
peter)  

Caustic  potash  and  potas- 
sium salts — bichromate, 
chlorate,  iodide,  citrate, 
acetate,  silicate,  etc 

COAL-TAB  PBODUCTS. 

Vahie  of  products 

Coal-tar     distillery 

ucts 

Chemicals  and    medidoal 
from    coal 


prod- 


preparation 


(«) 
$88,940 

(•) 

(•) 

4, 386, 119 
4,0S7,S91 

228,528 


ran  CHBIOCALS. 


Alkaloids 

Amyl  acetate.. 
Oblorolorm. . . 
Ether* 


1,188,914 
4-)2, 771 
477,538 
190, 1«4 


$4,004,927 
I     30,644 

[      19,007 

1,244,051 

2,801,225 

»  8,839,506 
8,065, 156 

774,350 


e4,7  8,335 
465,664 
296,  »7 

278,816 


riME  cHBiocAUi— contd. 

Gold  salts 

Silver  salts 

Platinum  salts 

Thorium  compounds,  radium, 

uranium,  and  vanadium 

Vaninin 


Chemically  ptire  (C.  P.)  prep- 
arations, laclading  C.   P. 


adds,  alcobol,  etc 

Chemicals  used  in  the  manu- 
IlctiireofpbotoKrazihlc  ma- 
terials, not  otberwm  speci- 
fied  

Otber  specified  fine  diem- 
Joals— refined  oanq)bor,syn- 
tbetie  oils  and  pettnimry 
bases,  refined  fusel  oil,  hy- 
pophoailiitas,  ethyl  chlor- 
ide, nuphon^aetliane,  and 
sulpbon  -  ethyl  -  metsana, 
nicotine,  and  bntric  ether 
(nunad  In  order  of  value).. . 

All  other  fine  ehenieals,  not 
reported  sq^aiataly 


$430,944 
727,428 
19,121 


4,839,637 


tagi,6S8 

8«,Qf9 

6,993 

l,3ffl,4n 
$8,219 


an,  471 


B1.6W 


ta,no 


a  Figures  not  available. 


tNot  Including  value  of  109,901,315  gallons  of  tar,  $3,867,274,  produced  bv  by-nrodact  edw  '"K" 
136,1^607  gallons  of  tar,  $3,253,756,  produced  by  gas  plants;  and  o<  coal-tar  dyea  and  teiemeMH^ 
$1,652,947,  made  largely  from  stock  of  (brelgn  origin.  .>__j.w 

•In  adotUoi,  alkalQids  and  dertvatfres  valued  at  $11,493,168 -wer*  rapcrtcd  by  maBnteturenaidnHCw* 
nepaiatlons  and  patent  medicines. 

*  Not  inotadlng  ether  made  and  consumed  In  the  explosive  industry. 
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Products. 


1909  1914 


Products. 


1909  1914 


OntEBAL  CRSiaCALS. 


AeetoiM 

AcaUtaofliine 

AmnxKilum  salts: 

Cbloride 

Sulphate '. 

Other— Acetate,  UfluorMe, 
earbcnate,  phosphate,  pie- 
rate,  etc 

Aqua  ammonia  t 

Buium  salts: 

Sulphate  (hlaaeflx^) 

Other— Carbonate,  diloride, 

etc 

Copper  salts: 

Aflphate  (Une  vitriol) 

Other 

Cream  of  tartar 

Epsom  salts  (magnesium  sul- 

plmte) 

Formaldehyde 

aiyeerin: ' 

Crude,  for  tale 

RtJhwrt,  tor  sale.. ...^..... 


$812,978 
2,118,443 


n 


w 

839,820 
8(,«8t 

(•) 

t,S31,S74 

(•) 
l,92S,8S} 

189,791 
363,717 


$1,099,585 
3,128,909 

641,040 
2U,314 


260,801 
1,412,236 

257,416 

103,204 

1,598,944 

14,383 

3,124,958 

296,999 
655,174 

3,978,626 
10,779,204 


OKNSBAL  CBIHICALS— con. 

Iron  salts: 

Sulphate  (copperas) 

Other  salts  and  com- 
pou  ds— iron  liquor  (fer- 
rous acetate),  chloride, 
nitrate,  oxide,  ferrotung- 
sten,  vanadate  ol  Iron,  etc . 
Lead  salts: 

Arsenate 

Other 

Mercurial  salts 

Nickel  salts 

Niter  cake  for  sale 

Sugar  of  miDc 

Sarpbur,  redned 

Tin  salts 

Zinc  salts 

Other  specified  ctiemicals  <  .  .\ 
UncUsmed  chemicals / 


*78,467 


(•) 


53,693 

(<*) 

801,501 

1,535,350 

472,302 

18,871,427 


«362,772 


838,993 

611,688 

323,883 

518,023 

157,140 

31,5m 

400, 6U 

1,141,000 

2,028,511 

1,130,958 

'3,055,314 

[11,769,586 


•  Figures  not  available. 

>  Production  of  anhydrous  ammonia  (reported  with  "compressed  or  Uquefled  gases"}:  1914 — 16,650,789 
pounds,  valued  at  (3,140,848;  1909— 11,969,S<6  pounds,  valued  at  62,544,238: 

c  Figures  not  available  for  total  production  o(  crude  fgjycerin  in  1914,  as  that  made  and  consumed  In  the 
manuiaetnre  of  a  large  portion  of  uu  refined  product  vras  not  reported. 

*  No  reliable  data  are  available,  since  the  production  of  sugar  of  milk  as  reported  included  a  large  amount 
of  powdered  milk. 

c  Comprises:  AcetanlUd,  acetone  oil,  add  caldum  phosphate  and  calcium  salts,  aluminum  cbloride, . 
antimony  salts,  arsenic,  bismuth  salts,  cadmium  salts,  carbon  bisulphide,  cerium  salts  and  alloys,  cbroicc 
■alts,  crown  flUer,  ethers  (not  ethyl  ozide),  glyco-phospbates,  hexamethylene-titramine,  iodine  rosublin^ed 
and  salts  of  iodine,  iodoform,  ketones,  Uthla  and  uthium  salts,  salts  of  magntshim  and  man^encse,  molyt- 
dennm,  Paris  green,  sesqulsnlphlte  of  phosphorus,  strontium  salts,  sulphur  chloride,  titanium  salts,  trioxy- 
methylene,  and  tungsten. 

NOBTHEBN  BRAZIL'S  EXPOBTS  DTTBINO  FISCAL  YEAB. 

[Consul  Qeorge  H.  Pickerell,  Para,  Aug.  17.1 

The  value  of  the  leading  three  articles  exported  from  Para  during 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  drafts  for  which  were  drawn 
and  negotiated  in  this  city,  was  ^5^75,000.  The  amounts  for  sepa- 
rate products  were:  Rubber,  $23,615,000;  cocoa,  $976,250;  Brazil  nuts, 
$688,750, 

The  value  of  drafts  drawn  against  shipments  of  these  articles 
to  the  United  States  for  tiiat  period  was  $16,891,781.  The  separate 
amounts  were:  For  rubber,  $16,286,665;  cocoa,  $260,681;  Brazil  nuts, 
$344,435. 

These  figures  show  the  importance  of  the  transactions  carried  on 
by  the  local  banks.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  a  branch  of  an  Ameri- 
can bank  were  established  here  it  would  obtain  a  good  share  of  this 
business  and  facilitate  materially  the  interchange  of  commodities 
between  the  United  States  and  northern  Brazil. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATJ  OF  FOBEION  AlH)  DOMESTIC  COMICEBCE. 

DIBTBlCr  OFnOS.  COOPBUTITE  OFFICES. 

CLKnUMV:  Chaalier  of  Ce«aane. 
CraCUfKiTI:  Chaafeer  of  Ceaonree. 
OKCniNin:  C,  N.  0.  *  1.  P.  Ey.  Co. 
LOS  AXeiLES:  Ckaabei  of  CouMiec. 
PHILADBLPHU:  Ckaaiher  of  OewMiee. 
CHATTANOOOlt  Swrth  iaerleu  igcBl^  SeMh* 

era  By.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OUCU:  duaber  el  Coaaeree. 


NIW  TO>Kt  Bmb  4M,  Casteahrase. 

WMnW:  1801  Cwtoahoue. 

OnCAOO:  M4  Federal  Balldlag. 

Vr.  LCMng!  4OT  TUril  HattoMl  Budc  BalldlBg. 

ATLUITAt  tSl  Feet  OOee  BaIMIi«. 

RET  OBLEAMS:  lOSO  Hlberala  Baak  BalUiag. 

BAH  FBAHdSCO:  807  Castoahoase. 

BBA1TLB:  848  Bevrr  BalMtag. 
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HEW  ZEALAKD  WANTS  NEW  IDEAS  IK  WOKEMEN'S  HOUSES. 

[I'uusul  (icnrrnl  Alfrid  A.  Wlnslon-.  Auckland.  Auk.  2;  sfe  also  Commekce  RBPOBTa  (or 

Sept.  6,  1U10.J 

The  increasing  cost  of  building  materials  and  labor  in  New  Zea- 
land has  led  the  Workers*  Dwellings  Board  to  seek  either  substitutes 
for  the  materials  now  used  or  new  methods  of  construction  that  ef- 
fect substantial  economies,  and  to  this  end  the  deputy  superin- 
tendent addrosFed  the  following  letter  to  tlie  Auckland  consulate 
general : 

III  couseqiienw  of  the  Inci-easwl  cost  of  building  materials  and  labor,  the 
Worliers'  Dwellings  Board  is  desirous  of  obtaining  Information  concerning  new 
materials  and  metbods  with  a  view  to  counteracting  to  some  degree  the  present 
upward  tendency  In  the  cost  of  erection.  Inclosed  Is  a  booklet  giving  par- 
ticulars of  the  act  which  is  administered  by  the  Workers'  Dwellings  Board. 
Prom  these  particulars  you  will  be  able  to  Judge  as  to  what  Information  will 
be  useful  to  us  In  the  erection  of  these  dwellings,  either  In  respect  of  materials 
or  nietliods. 

Up  to  the  present  the  policy  of  the  board  has  been  to  give  each  applicant 
the  privilege  of  selecting  his  own  design  from  a  nnmber  of  standard  designs  al- 
ready drawn  up  by  the  architect,  but  as  the  cost  of  erection  Is  now  so  lUgh 
the  board  Is  considering  the  question  of  erecting  a  number  of  dwellings  from 
the  same  design.  We  believe  that  Edison  has  brought  out  a  new  system  by 
which  molds  are  used  whereby  the  house  can  be  built  at  a  much  smaller  cost 
than  by  the  methods  now  In  use.  but  we  are  not  able  to  fliul  out  if  this  metliod 
has  lieen  adopteil  to  any  extent  with  success.  We  should  be  pleased  If  yoa 
could  give  us  any  Information  about  this  system  or  any  other  system  of 
standardize<I  building  that  would  reduce  the  cost. 

I  would  be  glad  If  this  matter  could  be  calle<l  to  the  attention  of  jxTsons 
in  the  United  .States  In  posUiou  to  give  the  desired  informatlou,  for  I  Mieve 
It  might  lead  to  some  business,  and  it  will  be  doing  the  people  of  this  countiy 
a  kindness  at  least.  The  information  can  Ik>  a<ldressed  to  the  Auckland  con- 
sulate general  to  be  forwarde<l  or  direct  to  the  Department  of  Ijibor,  Welling- 
ton, as  may  s»vm  best. 


TTPICAX  DESIOKS  OT  WOKXEBS'  OWEUIirOS. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  letter  and  request  the  following 
extracts  from  an  article  on  the  New  iZealand  workers'  dwellings  act 
of  1910  that  appeared  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Eeports  for 
September  21,  1911,  should  be  of  interest: 

The  new  houses,  whether  of  wooil,  concrete,  or  brick,  are  lntende<l  to  be  sui)- 
stantial,  comfortable,  and  ine'xponsive,  but  not  without  ornamentation  of  a 
quiet  character.     The  following  Is  a  description  of  five  types  of  houses  as 
.planned  by  the  Government  ardiltect: 

1.  A  dwelling  of  four  rooms  with  conveniences,  a  scullery  7  by  12  feet  beiag 
counted  among  the  latter.  There  are  two  front  rooms  about  12  feet  square,  a 
living  room  16  feet  4  Inches  by  15  feet  4  Inches,  which  contains  the  range  fitted 
with  hot-water  apparatus,  a  bedroom  12  feet  by  9  feet  6  Inches,  and  a  reason- 
ably large  bathroom.  The  front  door  leads  to  a  hall  4  feet  wide,  and  at  the 
back  is  a  lobby  containing  a  coal  bunker  under  shelter.  The  wasbhouse,  with 
copper,  has  two  fixed  tubs.    Price,  $1,380  to  $1,825. 

2.  Five  rooms,  planned  similarly  to  the  first  type,  but  .with  an  additional 
bedroom  at  the  back  8  by  9  feet,  and  slightly  more  generous  proportions.  The 
front  elevation  is  made  attractive  with  a  gabled  porch  and  ornamental  glass 
door.    There  is  a  corner  fireplace  in  the  front  room.    Price,  $1,450  to  $1,900. 

3.  Four  rooms:  llils  is  di.stinctive  In  having  a  veranda  along  the  whole  front, 
and  it  will  prchal)!y  l>c  ixipular  becau.se  it  Is  of  the  familiar  "square"  type 
of  architecture  l>.>!iAf<l  in  tlio  colonies.  Three  bedrooms  (one  with  a  flreplMe 
and  suitable  for  n  sittiii;;  room)  are  12  feet  square,  while  the  dining  room  la 
12  feet  by  11  feet  -i  liic-Ius.    I'ric?.  $1  Sr.O  to  $1,700. 
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4.  Six  rooms;  this  is  the  most  elaborate  of  the  set,  but  there  Is  no  waste 
room  or  overornamentation.  Most  of  the  money  will  go  to  provide  actual 
accommodation.  The  front  elevation  sliows  the  bay  window  of  a  sitting  room  12 
by  12  feet,  having  a  corner  fireplace,  and  a  veranda  4  feet  6  Inches  by  16  feet. 
The  hall,  5  feet  wide,  leads  past  an  arch  and  then  narrows  to  3  feet,  ending  in 
a  glaaed  door  at  the  kitchen.  The  living  room  is  12  feet  6  inches  by  15  feet, 
and  has  a  broad  window,  V-shaped,  standing  out  from  the  side  wall  about  2 
feet  The  three  bedrooms  are  12  feet  6  inches  by  12  feet  6  inches,  12  by  11  feet, 
and  12  feet  6  inches  by  11  feet,  respectively.  The  liitchen  is  10  feet  by  9  feet  6 
inches,  and  around  it  are  grouped  tlie  washhouse,  scullery,  and  coal  bunker. 
Price,  11,825  to  $2,200. 

5.  Three  rooms  with  provision  for  extension  of  two  rooms  if  required,  at  a 
cost  of  $365.  A  recessed  corner  of  the  liouse  3  by  7  feet  serves  as  a  modest 
porch  for  the  front  door,  and  there  is  a  tiny  hail  4  by  6  feet.  The  rooms 
comprise  bedrooms  10  by  12  feet  and  7  feet  2  Inches  by  9  feet  6  inches,  and  a 
living  room  14  feet  4  inches  by  11  feet.  Hot  water  and  a  bath  are  provide<l. 
Price,  $850  to  $1,075. 

[A  copy  of  the  regulations  under  the  workers'  dwellings  act,  1910, 
as  amended,  and  an  application  blank  for  the  purchase  of  a  worker's 
dwelling,  forwarded  by  Consul  General  Winslow,  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  tUstrict 
and  cooperative  oflSces.    Refer  to  file  No.  79880.] 


INCSEASE  IN  JAPANESE  SULPHXTR  EZPOBTS. 

[Weckl;  BnUetln,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Aug.  14.] 

According  to  the  Japan  Advertiser,  the  output  of  sulphur  in 
Japan  has  recently  made  a  remarkable  increase.  According  to  the 
latest  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  the 
-output  in  April  reached  2,667,031  kin  (3,527,876  pounds) ,  an  increase 
of  50.8  per  cent  over  the  output  in  the  corresponding  month  of  last 
year.  The  output  for  the  firet  four  months  of  this  year  showed  an 
increase  of  45.3  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last^year. 
As  to  the  cause  of  the  notable  increase,  an  expert  oflBcial  of  that  de- 
partment explains  that  the  biggest  markets  for  Japanese  sulphur 
were,  before  the  war,  the  United  States  and  Australia.  But  the  ex- 
ports fell  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  vessels 
and  other  causes,  and  the  price  showed  a  remarkable  decline,  so  that 
the  miners  were  compelled  to  curtail  the  production  to  minimize 
their  economic  loss.  But  this  situation  has  changed  since  Italy  en- 
tered the  war.  The  participation  of  Italy  in  the  war,  since  Italy  is 
an  important  sulphur-mining  country,  mi:^  have  curtailed  its  output 
of  sulphur,  and  this  had  caused  the  supply  to  be  short  and  the  de- 
mand correspondingly  keen  in  the  world  s  market.  Moreover,  there 
has  arisen  a  new  demand  for  Japanese  sulphur  for  war  use  in  Russia, 
and  this  has  caused  the  increase  in  the  exports. 

Exports  of  Sulphur,  by  Countries  of  Destlaatioa. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  sulphur  from  Japan  last 
year  and  the  year  before,  classified  according  to  destination : 


OoantriCB  ol  daitbiatioii. 

1>14 

I»U 

1914 

1»15 

Australia..., 

Poandt. 

£2,201,638 

J,»75,«58 

2,  111,  on 

Poumit. 
63,358,168 
11,»6,428 
10,£24,86S 

i>0«IMb. 

134,815 
41,609,0»8 

Pimitat. 

11.81»,W7 

60,655,333 

flmda 

United  States 

India 
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SWISS  ASPHALT  TBADE  TJNDEB  WAB  GONBITIOHS. 

IConsul  Waltrr  II.  Scbnli,  Berne,  Aug.  11.] 

As  Switzerland  is  an  exporter  of  considerable  quantities  of  asphalt, 
tlie  introduction  of  the  Ajnerican  article  on  any  large  scale  seems  a 
difficult  undertaking.  In  normal  times  the  exports  amount  to  about 
$•200,000  annually,  one-fourth  of  which  goes  to  (iermany.  Imports  are 
valued  at  $50,000,  chiefly  from  Central  America  and  France.  Most 
of  these  imports  consist  of  a  kind  of  tar  flour,  which  is  mixed  with 
the  product  of  the  Swiss  asphalt  mines  to  produce  certain  varieties 
peculiar  to  the  country. 

Asphalt  was  sold  at  $6.75  per  metric  ton  (2,204.6  poimds)  before 
the  war,  while  now  the  price  has  gone  up  to  about  $7.70.  These 
prices  are  f.  o.  b.  Swiss  asphalt  mines,  of  which  the  most  important 
two  are  in  this  consular  district.  One  is  owned  by  the  Neuchatel 
Asphalt  Co.,  and  the  other  by  the  Val-de-Travers  A!sphalt  Co.,  both 
at  Travers,  Switzerland. 

Demand  B«low  Hormal  Since  Beiriaains  of  War. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  exports  have  decreased,  and  the 
local  demand  is  far  below  normal.  Very  insignificant  quantities  of 
asphalt  are  used  for  roofing  purposes.  Sometimes  so-called  bitu- 
men, carbolineum,  or  tar  is  used.  For  street  paving  tar,  delivered 
by  the  city  gas  works,  is  eiiaployed.  The  city  of  !&me  has  many 
miles  of  streets  covered  by  this  dust-binding  material.  There  are 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  of  asphalt  streets,  and  these  were  put  down 
by  Swiss  concerns  using  Swiss  asphalt.  For  the  time  being  little  or 
no  effort  is  being  made  to  extend  asphalt  paving  in  this  section.  A 
decided  preference  is  shown  for  smooth-surface  stone  and  wooden- 
blocked  streets  in  the  business  sections,  and  macadamized  streets 
and  pavements  in  the  residential  section.  I  am  informed  that  at 
Zurich  the  business  section  is  largely  asphalted. 

The  duty  on  asphalt  and  asphalt  products,  according  to  the  Swiss 
customs  tariff,  is  as  follows  per  220  pounds :  Asphalt,  any  kind,  raw, 
$0.0579;  asphalt,  in  plates  for  floors,  $0,193;  asphalt,  in  tubes,  $0.2895; 
asphalt  cardboard,  roofing  felt,  $0,386. 

Varions  KaterUls  How  in  Use  Here. 

Tiles  are  most  commonly  used  for  roofing  material.  A  class  of 
covering  which  seems  to  have  met  with  success  is  the  so-called 
"Eternit  shade,"  produced  near  Zurich,  Switzerland.  It  is  an 
.isbestos  and  cement  mixture.  A  third  kind  of  covering  material  is 
the  ordinary  roofing  slate,  partly  imported  from  ^Igium  and 
France,  as  well  as  of  home  production.  Slate  roofs,  however,  are 
not  popular,  owing  to  expensive  upkeep. 

The  Duilding  regulations  of  the  city  of  Berne  stipulate  that  every 
section  of  the  city  must  maintain  ite  characteristic  aspect.  Thus, 
tiling  is  uniform  in  each  section. 

An  article  which  might  be  of  some  interest  to  Swiss  contractors  is 
the  so-called  roofing  felt,  now  manufactured  in  Switzerland  and 
enjoying  an  export  market.  Under  war  conditions,  however,  stocks 
have  accumulated  in  the  country  and  are  now  being  sold  for  home 
consumption.    A  very  substantial  roofing  felt  .which  was  on  the 
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markei  before  tiie  war,  called  "Bala'oid,''  was  manufactitFed  by  ft 
German  firm  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main. 

.Aaericas  OMen  Would  Be  WeJeeaeC 

Offers  and  catalogues,  if  possible  in  German,  frcan  Ameriean 
firms  handling  metal-roofing  articles,  such  as  snow-slide  catdiOTs 
and  atber  metal  fixing  material,  would  be  appreciated  by  local  d«il- 
res.  Since  the  beginnmg  of  ^e  war  the  supply  frcnt  former  sources 
has  been  reduced,  and  American  offers  have  good  pra^pects.  Gon- 
tinental  goods  were  form^ly  yery  low  on  account  of  small  freight 
charges,  but  the  sitnati(m  is  scanewfaat  changed.  These  goods  now 
cost  about  40  per  cent  more  than  they  did  before  the  war. 

Hie  duty  on  common  metal  roofing  material,  according  to  the 
Swiss  customs  tariff,  No.  787,  is  $2,895  per  920  ponnds. 


EXPOBIS  OF  ISOH  Aim  STEEL  PBOHVCTS  FBQK  SWASSEA. 

[Consul  U.  K.  IfoorkcaO,  Swansea,  Wales,  Augr.  14.1 

The  exports  of  tin  plates  from  Swansea  during  July  amounted  to 
17,384  tons,  of  which  8,166  tons  went  to  France,  3,044  tons  to  Scan- 
dinavia (Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark),  2,343  terns  to  Japan,  1,658 
tons  to  the  Netherlands,  855  tons  to  Italy,  695  tons  to  Portugal,  492 
tons  to  China,  Hongkong,  Strait  Settlements,  and  Siberia,  and  137 
tons  to  Chile.  Since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  tinplate  trade  of 
Swansea  has  shown  a  steady  decline.  The  exports  during  July  of 
each  of  the  past  four  years,  in  tons,  were  as  follows :  1913,  27,081 ; 
1914,  26,100;  1915,  19,470;  and  1916,  17,384. 

Zilack  Plates,  Galvanized  Slieets,  etc. 

There  were  8,581  tons  of  black  plates  exported  from  Swansea  dur- 
ing July,  1916,  of  which  France  took  3,618  tons;  Scandinavia,  2,297 
tons;  Japan,  1,825  tons;  Italy,  554  tons;  Netherlands,  275  tons; 
Portugal,  9  tons;  and  Siberia,  3  tons.  On  account  of  large  demands 
in  France  the  exports  of  black  plates  in  July,  1916,  were  larger  than 
in  the  corresponding  month  of  the  pre-war  year  of  1913  and  in  July 
of  1914  and  1915.  The  exports  in  tons  during  July  of  the  past  four 
years  were  as  follows:  1913,  5,237;  1914,  5,915;  1915,  3,826;  1916, 
8,581. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  export  trade  in  galvanized  sheets 
has  rapidly  declined.  In  July,  1913,  6,955  tons  were  exported  from 
Swansea;  m  July,  1914,  these  exports  had  declined  to  3,9 < 8  tons,  and 
July,  1915  and  1916,  to  468  and  157  tons,  respectively. 

ill  July,  1916, 1,694  tons  of  iron  and  steel  billets,  sheets,  bars,  tubes, 
and  hoops  were  exported  from  Swansea  to  France;  50  tons  to  China; 
and  20  tons  to  Japan. 

The  exports  of  tin  plates,  black  plates,  and  galvanized  sheets  from 
Swansea  to  foreign  countries  during  the  years  ended  December  31, 
1913, 1914,  and  1915  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


ArtJeta. 

1913 

19U 

1915 

TtapWaa. „ 

JUaipltte _ 

fl«Jy«rit*i  it^wtf 

»I,6« 
S7,86l 
49,  Of 

221,673 
17,21-. 
27,jaS 

an.na 
42,osa 
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PBOOBESS  MADE  IH  EXTENDDTO  VSE  OF  OSATFISH. 

A  wider  knowledge  of  the  grayfish  and  the  development  of  its  use 
as  food  are  resulting  from  the  campaign  being  conducted  hy  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  which  has  made  substantial  prog- 
ress since  the  middle  of  the  present  summer  season.  Three  of  the 
most  prominent  canners  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts  are  actively  en- 
gaged in  packing  the  fish.  They  express  themselves  as  highly  pleased 
with  the  excellent  quality  of  the  fi^  and  the  economy  with  whidi  it 
can  be  handled.  The  value  of  the  by-products  is  an  important  factor 
in  making  it  possible  to  provide  a  nigh-grade  food  product  at  a  low 
price. 

The  destructiveness  of  the  grayfish  and  the  extent  to  which  it  had 
interfered  with  heretofore  more  profitable  fisheries  had  caused  the 
fishermen  to  regard  it  with  prejudice  and  aversion.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  recent  campaign  is  the  complete  change  in  the  fisher- 
men's attitude  after  they  nave  had  some  experience  in  the  fishery  and 
the  interest  which  they  exhibit  in  the  bureau's  plans  respecting  it. 


HAmTFACTUBE  OF  WOOB-FXTLP  BAGS. 

[Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  HaTcns,  Santlaso,  Chile.] 

There  has  been  much  discussion  in  Chile  regarding  the  desirability 
of  establishing  the  wood-pulp  industry.  There  seems  to  be  an  ample 
supply  of  wood  and  power,  but  the  market  is  limited. 

If  it  is  found  possible  to  make  a  substitute  for  jute  sacking  from 
wood  pulp,  the  industry  would  undoubtedly  flourish,  as  there  are 
about  30,000,000  jute  bags  used  annually  in  C5hile  for  nitrate  of  soda, 
apart  from  that  used  for  grains,  minerals,  cement,  and  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  import  duty  on  jute  sacks  is  one-half  cent  United  States  gold 
per  pound  and  on  Osnaburgs  it  is  4J  cents  United  States  gold  per 
pound  gross  weight.  The  jute  sacks  of  200-pound  capacity  are 
nominally  worth  about  9  cents  on  shore  in  Antofagasta. 

Any  information  available  on  the  substitution  of  cellulose  for  jute 
would  be  highly  appreciated  and  might  lead  to  profitable  American 
investments. 


NEW  JAPANESE  IRON  FOXTNDBT  TO  BE  ESTABLISHED. 

Prominent  business  men  of  Tokio  held  a  meeting  on  August  8, 
191G,  to  discuss  the  organization  of  the  Toyo  Seitetsu  Kaisha 
(Oriental  Iron  Foundry).  It  was  decided  that  the  Government  be 
approached  for  special  protective  measures,  such  as  exemption  from 
taxes,  according  to  a  report  in  the  Japan  Advertiser  which  has  been 
forwarded  from  Yokohama  by  Consul  Greneral  Scidmore. 

About  300  business  men  from  all  parts  of  Japan  will  be  invited 
to  become  the  promoters  of  the  company,  and  out  of  that  number  30 
will  be  selected  to  form  a  promotion  committee.  The  first  meeting  of 
the  promotion  committee  will  be  held  September  15,  1916.  R  is 
planned  to  complete  the  plants  in  six  years.  The  new  company  pro- 
poses to  refine  the  ore  of  the  Tao-Chung  iron  mines,  which  are  esti- 
mated to  contain  45,000,000  tons. 
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AHEBICAN  CONSIILAfi  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nams. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tkmof 

TBDUe. 

Address. 

Jewell,  John  F 

Chefoo,  China 

Ewachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

Vancoaver,  Canada . . . 
St.  Oall.SwItserland.. 

Oct.     1 
....do... 
Sept.  80 
Oct.   14 
Oct.   21 
Sept.  16 
Nov.    1 

Galena,  m. 

DcMrtment  of  State,  WasUnrton,  D,  a 

C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Kushvnie,  Ind. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
iao5 Eutaw  PlaoeiBalUmore/ifd. 
C/o  HallpweU  &  keniy,  27  ilne  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Laing,  James  Oliver 

Leonard,  Walter  A 

Osborne,  John  Ball 

Mantfield,  Robert  E 

Flke,  WUiiam  J 

Anostrong,  John  8     ....... 

Sienry,  Frank  Anderson.... 
Masterson,  Wllliani  W.o.... 

Puerto'    P&ta,     Do- 
minican Republic 
Durban,  Sooth  Africa. 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 

•  Consul  Masterson  informs  the  Bureau  that  he  will  be  in  New  York  City  from  Sept  26 
to  30,  during  which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  Interested  in  South  African 
commercial  matters.  Communications  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  office 
B4>om  409,  Customhouse,  New  York  City.  ' 


COHSITLAB  INVOICES  FOB  PABCEIS  B7  POST  TO  CHILE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago.] 

When  packages  are  sent  to  Chile  by  parcel  post  their  value  must 
b»  declared,  and  a  consular  invoice  secured  if  that  value  is  more  than 
120  francs  ($23).  \Vhen  two  packages  are  forwarded  on  the  same 
mail,  postal  authorities  assume  they  comprise  one  shipment.  The 
extra  charge  for  the  invoice  is  about  $2,  but  the  failure  to  furnish 
this  document  may  subject  the  Chilean  importer  to  a  heavy  fine. 

Samples  should  not  be  sent  by  parcel  post,  but  should  be  trans- 
mitted in  the  open  mail  and  marked  "  Muestras  sin  valor."  If  sent 
by  parcel  post  certain  forms  must  be  complied  with  and  certain 
stainps  purchased,  and  because  of  this  Chilean  firms  doing  much 
business  often  refuse  to  accept  th^  packages. 

SIX  MONTHS'  FBODXJCTION  OF  LOCOHOTIVES  IN  GEBHANT. 

[Consul  General  Julius  G.  Lay,  Berlin.] 

A  notice  concerning  the  delivery  of  locomotives  to  the  Grerman 
State  railways  during  the  present  war  was  published  on  July  24, 
1916,  in  the  Berliner  Tageblatt.    The  statement  was :  ' 

From  various  sources  we  have  been  Informed  that  the  annual  total  number 
of  orders  placed  by  the  German  railroad  administration  amounts  to  about  1,600 
to  1,800  locomotives.  Another  source  which  Is  esi)ecially  well  informed  con- 
cerning the  deliveries  of  all  German  locomotive  works  reports  that  750  locomo- 
tives were  furnished  from  German  factories  to  the  State  railway  authorities 
during  the  first  half  of  1916.  Locomotives  for  field  service,  etc.,  of  which 
naturally  a  considerable  amount  was  furnished,  are  not  included  In  the  figure 
given.  

A  buoy  list  for  the  eighth  lighthouse  district,  from  Cedar  Keys  to 
the  Rio  Grande  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  corrected  to  Scptemiier  1.  1916, 
has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Lighthouse  Service.  The  list 
includes  all  aids  to  navigation  in  those  waters. 
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FOSEiaN  TBAOE  OPPOETUHITIES. 

Reserved  nddr^ssen  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Us  dlatrlct  olBc««.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  Hbould  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  atMe  opnortamity  nninb^F. 
The  Borean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assnme  responsibility  ns  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  pi-ecautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Electrical  gupplies,  machinery,  tool*,  etc.,  No.  22408. — ^The  commercial  agent  of 
the  bureau  In  New  York  City  reports  a  return  visit  to  tlie  United  States  of 
a  Fortugese  mercliant,  wlio  desires  to  purchase  and  pay  cash  in  New  York 
City  for  the  following  goods:  Electric  cables,  seamless  tubes  for  Ijoilers, 
steel  plates  for  shipbuilding,  tin  plates  in  sheets  for  cans,  engine  lathes, 
gap  lathes,  planers,  shapers,  milling  and  drilling  machines,  bolt  and  nut 
machinery,  woodworldng  machinery,  wood  and  metal  saws,  tools,  com- 
pressed air  and  steam  hammers,  electric  and  gasoline  motors,  cement,  oak 
staves,  superphosphate  of  soda,  and  dried  cod  fish. 

Rice,  No.  22409. — A  business  mbn  in  the  Danish  West  Indies  writes  the  bureaa 
that  he  wishes  to  place  orders  in  the  United  States  for  rice.  The  man 
states  that  he  has  agencies  in  Venezuela,  Colombia,  Santo  Domingo,  and 
Haiti.  References. 

Textiles,  etc.,  No.  22410. — ^An  American  consular  office  in  South  Africa  writes 
that  a  manufacturer's  representative  in  his  distilct  wishes  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  fleece,  astrakhan,  and  velour 
cloths,  cottonad^,  galateas,  and  stripped  drills.  Samples,  prices,  etc.,  should 
be  sent  to  the  American  consulate. 

Hosiery,  art  furnishings,  etc..  No.  22411. — ^The.  bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  firm  in  New  Zealand  stating  that  it  desires  to  communicate  witli 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  hosiery,  under- 
clothing for  women,  art  furnishings,  cotton  and  piece  goods,  printed  sateens, 
and  cretonnes. 

flavors  and  colors.  No.  22412. — ^A  busings  man  In  Canada  writes  tlie  bureau 
that  he  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  flavors  and  coloring  material  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
cider. 

M'aste  paper  and  bones,  No.  22413. — ^The  bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
commission  merchant  in  the  British  West  Indies  asking  for  a  list  of  im- 
porters of  waste  paper  and  bones. 

General  representation,  No.  22414. — ^TUe  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  merchant  in  Brazil  stating  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  maon- 
fttcturers  and  exporters.    He  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 

FAcctrical  supplies.  No.  22415. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication 
from  a  business  man  in  Java  stating  that  he  desires  to  communicate  wiUi 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  general  electrical  supplies  and 
devices.    Catalogues,  price  list,  and  full  information  should  be  sent. 

General  representation.  No.  22416. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  tlic 
Bureau  that  one  of  its  correspondents  in  Mexico  de^res  to  represent  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  and  exporters.    No  particular  line  is  designated. 

Nails,  No.  22417. — ^A  merchant  in  Egypt  writes  the  Bureau  that  he  desires  to 
receive  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of  nails,  espe- 
cially nails  for  shoemakers. 

Excavating  machinery.  No.  22418. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Switier- 
land  writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  offers  for  exca- 
vating and  other  machinery  to  be  used  in  construction  work.  Corre- 
spondence In  French  or  German. 

Stationery  and  office  equipment.  No.  22419. — ^A  business  man  In  England  In- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  he  Wishes  to  get  into  co""""™,' 
cation  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  stationery  and  o®* 
equipment,  with  a  view  to  making  sales  In  India. 
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FBOHIBITED  IHPOBT  IS  OBEAT  BBITADT  AND  FBANCE. 

IGablegram  from  American  conxul  general,  London,  Sept.  11.] 

The  French  Government  has  opened  a  special  office  in  London 
for  the  granting  of  licenses  for  the  importation  into  France  and 
Algeria  of  British  goods  under  import  prohibition  in  those  countries. 
Arran^ments  have  been  made  whereby  French  exporters  of  goods 
on  Bntish  prohibited  list  may  apply  to  the  French  Ministry  of 
Commerce  for  approval  of  applications  which  will  then  be  trans- 
mitted to  British  Board  of  Trade  import-restrictions  department  in 
Paris,  thus  enabling  French  exporters  to  overcome  existing  British 
restrictions. 

WOOL  SALES  nr  THE  PBOVHTCE  OF  ALBEBTA. 

[Consul  IT.irold  D.  Clum,  Calgaiy,  Alberta,  Canada,  Sept.  5.) 

According  to  unofficial  figures  now  available,  the  Province  of  Al- 
berta produced  approximately  1,870,000  pounds  of  wool  during  the 
current  year.  Southern  Alberta  is  reported  to  have  shipped,  in  all, 
about  1,318,000  pounds,  the  district  centering  on  Calgarjr  about 
■285.000  pounds,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Province  approximately 
•267,000  pounds. 

At  the  annual  wool  sale  of  the  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Associa- 
tion, held  at  Calgary  early  in  August,  280,515  pounds  of  wool  were 
disposed  of  for  $83,867,  while  the  South  Alberta  Wool  Growers' 
Association  handled  413,209  pounds  at  its  sale  held  at  Lethbridge 
in  July,  realizing  $134,930.  This  is  understood  to  have  been  the 
record  sale  not  only  of  Alberta  but  of  the  Dominion.  The  members 
of  this  association  also  disposed  of  118,464  pounds  through  their 
office  for  $35,539,  making  a  total  of  531,673  pounds,  worth  $170,469, 
handled  by  the  association.  The  average  wool  return  per  head  of 
sheep  owned  by  the  members  of  this  association  was  $2.02. 

The  average  price  realized  at  the  Calgary  sale  was  29.9  cents  per 
pound,  while  the  average  price  obtained  at  the  Lethbridge  sale  was 
32.65  cents  per  pound,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  the  best  price 
ever  realizea  for  such  a  large  quantity  of  wool  in  Canada.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  entire  clip  of  the  Province  brought  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $561,000.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  shipments  went  to 
Boston,  Mas.s. 
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SALE  OF  TTFEWfilTEB  EnJFFIIES  IN  HOVA  SCOTIA. 

[Consul  CliariM  If.  PreemaB,  Sydner,  Nora  Bcotla,  C»nid«,  8cpt  L.] 

The  sale  of  carbcm  paper  and  typewriter  ribbons  in  the  dty  of 
Sydney  and  vicinitv  is  fairly  large,  comparing  favorably  with  sec- 
tions of  equal  population  in  the  United  States.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  20,000  inhabitauts,  and  within  a  IS-mile  radius  there  are 
60,000. 

In  this  market  the  competition  is  wholly  from  Canadian  houses; 
in  fact,  it  is  believed  that  all  the  local  firms  handling  typewriter 
ribbons  and  carbon  papers,  even  though  the  goods  are  of  American 
manufacture,  procure  their  supplies  from  the  large  wholesale  and 
importing  firms  in  the  more  important  commercial  centers  of  Can- 
ada. This  is  true  of  nearly  all  goods  of  American  origin  handled 
by  the  local  dealers,  and  for  this  reason  it  may  be  advisable  for  an 
American  manufacturer  to  secure  some  Canadian  house  as  agoit 
for  this  territory.  Firms  located  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  or  St 
John,  New  Brunswick,  usually  cover  the  Maritime  Provinces,  but 
several  of  the  larger  houses  In  Montreal  and  Toronto  have  local 
branches  in  Halifax,  St.  John,  and  in  some  lines,  in  Sydney. 

For  those  who  wish  to  do  business  direct,  a  list  of  dealers  handling 
goods  of  the  class  mentioned,  some  of  whom  might  be  interested, 
IS  forwarded,  and  I  would  advise  writing  to  them. 

€«nadiaa  Duty  on  Carbon  Paper  aad  Bibb«at. 

Carbon  paper  coming  from  the  United  States  into  Canada  pays 
according  to  Item  No.  197  of  Schedule  A,  of  the  Canadian  customs 
tariff,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  35  per  cent,  and  a  special  duty  added 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  of  7J  per  cent,  or,  in  all, 
a  duty  of  42^  per  cent.  Typewriter  ribbons  by  Item  582  of  Schedule 
A  of  the  customs  tariff  also  pay  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  to  which  must 
be  added  the  7|  per  cent,  making  a  total  of  42^  per  cent  ad  valorem 
duty  on  those  coming  into  Canada  from  the  United  States. 

(The  list  of  dealers  in  the  Sydney  district  seliing  carbon  paper  and  type- 
writer ribbons  may  be  obtaine<l  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestie 
Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79970w] 

SWISS  FEurr  caop  peosfects. 

[Consul  General  Francis  B.  Ke«ne,  Znrlcb,  Ang.  18.1 

According  to  inquiries  instituted  toward  the  end  of  June  by  the 
Swiss  Journal  for  the  Cultivation  of  Fruits  and  Grapes,  the  ap- 
proximate yield  for  the  whole  of  Switzerland  of  dessert  or  table 
cherries,  when  considering  1  as  very  bad  and  5  as  very  good,  will 
be  2.69,  while  of  the  distillery  cherries  the  average  yield  wul  be  2.54. 
Of  dessert  plums  it  will  be  2.22,  of  distillery  plums  2.07,  other  plums 
2.65,  neaches  2.55,  apricots  2.53,  dessert  apples  3.61,  cider  apples 
3.60.  dessert  pears  2.14,  cider  pears  2.35,  English  walnuts  2.89,  and 
quinces  3.40.  In  comparison  with  1914  and  1915  the  apple  crop  will 
be  considerably  better  this  year,  while  the  crop  of  ciaer  pears  will 
be  somewhat  poorer. 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  available  for  distribu- 
tion its  annual  statement  on  salt,  bromine,  and  calcium  chloride  in 
1915.  Increases  are  recorded  in  the  production  of  all  three  of  these 
substances  during  the  year. 
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CABTBID6ES  AHS  SHELLS  Df  NOSTHESN  BBAZIL. 

[ConsQl  George  H.  PIckcrell,  Para,  Aug.  3.] 

The  Para  market  consumes  annually  a  large  quantity  of  cartridges 
of  a  type  suitable  for  the  Winchester  rifle.  These  are  received  in 
strong  wooden  boxes  containing  each  2,000  cartridges,  put  up  in 
heavy  paper  packages  of  50  each.  The  leading  source  of  supply  prior 
to  the  war  was  Germany,  the  United  States  following. 

The  imports  of  cartridges,  lead  bullets,  shot,  and  fuses  into  Para 
for  1913,  1914,  and  1915  were:  For  1913,  $14^,003;  for  1914,  $116,480; 
for  1915,  $128,230.  A  large  proportion  of  the  imports  is  sent  to  the 
interior  for  the  use  of  the  rubber  cutters.  The  distribution  is  made 
.by  the  individual  dealers. 
TarUr  Chargres  on  CartrldgM  and  Shells, 

The  duty  on  loaded  cartridges  and  shells  is  paid  under  article  781 
of  the  tariff  at  the  rate  of  1  milreis  a  kilo,  40  per  cent  of  which  is  pay- 
able in  gold  at  the  exchange- of  the  day,  making  the  actual  duty  about 
18  cents  per  pound. 

The  terms  of  the  New  York  exporting  houses  handling  these  goods 
vary  with  the  financial  standing  of  the  different  local  firms  as 
furnished  by  the  banks.  The  factories'  terms  are  cash  against 
documents. 

There  are  no  rifle  clubs  in  this  part  of  Brazil,  and  as  hunting 
opportunities  are  limited  and  seldom  agrpeable,  they  are  sought 
only  by  the  native,  who  hunts  for  the  purpose  of  supplying. himself 
with  food  or  ridding  himself  of  obnoxious  or  dangerous  animals. 

[A  list  of  importers  of  cortridges  nnd  shells  at  Para  mny  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative 
ofBces.    Refer  to  file  No.  79942.1 


PEABL  nroUSTRT  IS  AUSTBAIASL&. 

[  Consul  Gencml  Alfred  A.  Wtnslow,  Aackland,  New  Zealand,  Aug.  4.1 

The  extensive  pearling  groimds  in  this  part  of  the  world  are 
being  worked  to  only  a  limited  extent  during  these  times  because  of 
the  lack  of  men  and  the  heavy  expense  of  operation  at  this  time,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  fleet  being  laid  up. 

The  industry  has  been  quite  remunerative  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
and  some  fine  specimens  nave  been  found,  but  the  real  profits  have 
been  derived  from  the  high-grade  shell  pearl,  of  which  Australasia 
produces  about  four-fifths  of  the  world's  output.  London  has  con- 
trolled the  pearl  market  in  the  past,  but  at  present  most  of  the 
products  are  sent  to  the  United  States. 


OUTLOOK  FOB  SFBUfG  OLIVE  CBOP  Hf  BI7IEBA. 

[Vice  Consul  Marry  A.  Lyons,  Nice,  France,  Aug.  23.] 

I  learn  from  personal  inquiry  that  the  present  outlook  for  next 
spring's  olive  crop  is  good,  although  the  dry  and  hot  weather  of  the 
past  month  has  caused  the  premature  fall  of  young  fruit,  especially 
in  those  orchards  situated  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  Nice  district. 
The  appearance  of  insect  pests  has  been  reported  from  several  locali- 
ties in  this  territory,  but  up  to  the  present  the  cases  noted  seem  to  be 
only  of  local  importance  and  have  not  affected  the  general  outlook. 
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THE  METAUUBGICAl  QITESIIOH  IH  8PMH. 

(Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Yost,  Baraetona,  Aug.  12.] 

The  metal  industries  of  Spain,  which  of  recent  years  have  under- 
gone important  developments  in  the  Province  of  Cataluna,  as  well 
as  jn  otiier  parts  of  Spain,  are  at  present  menaced  with  a  crisis,  ac- 
cording to  an  article  appearing  recently  in  a  local  daily  newspaper. 
The  cause  of  this  preoccupation  appears  to  be  due  to  the  existing 
shortage  of  sheet  iron,  the  basis  of  the  metallurgical  industries.  It 
is  feared  that  this  situation,  unless  remedied,  may  cause  the  closing 
down  of  many  metal  industries  and  at  the  same  time  throwing 
thousands  of  workmen  out  of  employment 

Large  Qnantltles  of  Iron  Exported — Combinatioii  at  Xnteresto. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  users  of  metals  that  apon  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  the  iron  mills  and  smelters  in  the  north  of  Spain  exported 
large  quantities  of  iron  and  thereby  left  the  home  markets  unpro- 
vic^d  Tor.  As  an  example  of  this  claim,  official  statistics  are  cited 
showing  that  the  exports  of  ingots  rose  from  7,000  tons  in  1913  to 
75.000  tons  in  1915.  As  a  natural  consequence  the  prices  of  pig  iron 
reached  such  a  high  level  that  it  endangered  several  industries.  It 
is  held  that  in  spite  of  the  high  freight  rates  the  iron  imported  from 
the  United  States  sold  for  less  in  Spain  than  the  products  of  the 
smelters  at  Vizcaya. 

The  metal  maniifacturers  also  argue  that,  due  to  their  being 
organized  into  effective  syndicates,  the  milling  industries  were  able 
to  reap  large  profits  an^  thus  had  a  decided  advantage  over  the 
metal  users  who,  though  more  numerous,  lacked  the  cohesion  and 
centralization  of  the  former. 

In  view  of  the  difficulties  Rgainst  which  the  metallurgical  concerns 
had  to  struggle  and  the  fear  of  a  crisis,  they  finally  united  their 
efforts  and  created  a  imion  known  as  "  ITnion  Espaiiola  de  Trans- 
formadores  Metalurpcos,"  representing  the  interests  of  similar  in- 
dustries established  in  all  parts  of  the  country  and  having  its  center 
in  Barcelona.  This  consolidation  enabled  the  metal  industries  of 
all  the  important  centers  of  production  to  undertake  an  active  cam- 
paign in  defense  of  their  common  interests,  even  to  induce  the  Gov- 
ernment to  adopt  measures  of  relief. 

Commission  Appointed  to  Study  Disputes. 

The  Spanish  Government  eventually  named  a  technical  commission 
compcsod  of  the  directors  of  the  five  superior  schools  of  engineering 
to  study  the  whole  dispute.    After  a  thorough  study  the  commission 
recognized  the  justice  of  the  demands  of  the  metal  concerns,  their 
report  being  used  as  a  basis  for  the  issuance  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance  of  a  royal  decree  granting  the  metallurgical  industries  of 
the  country  the  right  to  be  provided  with  materials  before  any  might 
be  shipped  abroad,  and  recognizing  the  necessity  of  revising  and 
fixing  the  prices  of  iron  in  proportion  to  the  justified  increase  ui  the 
cost  of  production  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the  present  time. 
To  attam  this  end  there  was  established  a  division  of  the  Direction 
General  of  Commerce,  cliarged  with  the  monthly  annotation  of  all 
the  orders  of  the  metallurgical  concerns,  indicating  that  in  case 
orders  could  not  be  filled  the  exportation  of  iron  would  be  prohibited. 
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The  same  royal  decree  ordered  that  a  commission  should  be  named, 
composed  of  representatives  of  both  the  siderurgical  and  metalhirgi- 
cal  groups,  to  regulate  prices. 

It  appears  that  hardly  had  this  commission  entered  upon  its 
functions  and  had  suggested  a  lowering  in  the  price  of  iron  when 
the  mills  refused  to  fUl  any  more  ordei-s,  holding  that  the  supplies 
in  their  warehouses  were  about  exhausted  and  that  they  were 
swamped  with  orders,  and  declaring  that  as  long  as  they  were  not 
nllowed  the  liberty  of  raising  the  prices  of  their  products  they  would 
admit  no  more  orders,  and,  as  a  last  resort,  would  cease  manuf  iicturing 
entirely.  They  claim  that  the  elements  entering  into  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron  have  experienced  such  a  rise  in  price  that  present  sale 
prices  of  iron  are  ruinous. 

Comparative  Cost  Prices  of  Kg  Iron. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  representatives  of  the  metallurgical  in- 
dustries, basing  their  claims  upon  technical  reports,  insist  that  the 
cost  price  effective  is  materially  less  than  the -mills  claim,  and  cite 
as  proof  that  in  England  and  the  United  States  the  prices  of  pig 
iron  are  about  ^1.60  and  ^5.75,  respectively,  per  ton  of  2,204 
pounds,  while  at  Bilbao  they  are  at  present  $43.10  per  ton,  when  the 
maximum  should  not  exceed  $32.40. 

The  fear  is  expressed  that  the  stand  adopted  by  the  iron  mills  may 
create  a  grave  situation.  The  available  stock  of  pig  iron  and  sheet 
iron  is  being  rapidly  exhausted,  and  if  not  replenished  shortly 
the  industries  may  be  forced  to  close  down.  The  metal  users  main- 
tain that  only  an  energetic  intervention  on  the  part  of  the  Govemr 
ment,  in  flxing  an  etnuitable  scale  of  prices  and  jjrohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  iron  until  the  home  demand  is  supplied,  will  be  able  to 
avert  a  conflict. 

AUEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  cf  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  wiU  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  ccnsulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Explra* 
tion  of 
venue. 

Address. 

Jevftll  John  F .  . 

ChetfM,  China 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colomho,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

St.  Oall.Bwltiorland.. 
Bristol,  Eneland 

Oct.     1 
...do.... 
Pept.  30 
Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 
Nov.    1 

Galena.  lU                 * 

Bazeltlno.  Itoss. 

r  epartment  of  State,  Washln>rton,  T>.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Kssex,  Iowa. 

LolnK,  James  Oliver 

Leonard  Walter  A 

repartment  of  State,  Wafihington,  D.  C. 

J  0. 
1200  Elltaw  Pl&ri>  n&1tlmnri>   XIA 

Plkp,  WlliiamJ 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson 

Masterson,  WJUbm  W.<>.... 

Puerto     Plata,     Do- 
minican Rrpublio. 
Durban,  South  AXrics. 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 

C/O  Hallowell  &  Scnry,  2r  Pine  Street, 
New  Yorlc  Oily. 

•Coniral  Maoterpon  informa  the  Bnreau  that  he  will  be  in  New  York  City  from  Sept.  26 
to  30,  dorinc  which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  iuteiV!:to<l  in  South  African 
commercial  matters.  Communications  should  be  sent  to  the  Iturcaii's  district  offlce. 
Room  400,  Custombouse,  New  York  City. 
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(Consul  General  A.  Ganiln.  lUrsellle.] 

The  refining  of  crude  inedible  olive  oil  is  of  recent  origin  in  the 
Marseille  district  The  Marseille  oil  manufactarers  have  for  many 
years  received  olive  oil  from  Spain,  Italy,  North  Africa,  and  the 
Near  East,  and  used  these  oils  for  mixing  purposes,  after  decanta- 
tion  and  filtering;  but  tlio  transformation  of  crude  inedible  oils  into 
edible  products  has  been  undertaken  industrially  only  during  the 
past  few  years.  There  are  three  Marseille  firms  engaged  in  this  in- 
dustry. It  is  claimed,  however,  that  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
the  prices  of  crude  olive  oil  for  lubricating  purposes  have  been  so 
high  that  it  was  found  unprofitable  to  refine  tnis  oil. 

The  French  crude  inedible  oil,  which  has  been  converted  to  the 
gi-entest  extent  into  edible  oil,  is  known  as  the  **  resaence,"  and  is 
produced  in  the  Var  Department  The  "  ressence  "  is  obtained  from 
the  pulp  remaining  after  production  of  lamp  oil,  and  by  the  press- 
inj;  of  this  oil  mixed,  with  hot  water. 
Affected  by  Prices  of  LnbricatinK  Oilt. 

xin  important  quantity  of  Levant  oil  was  also  used  formerly  for 
this  purpose,  but  on  account  of  the  war  no  imports  of  this  oil  have 
been  made  during  the  past  year.  Spanish  and  Tunisian  crude  oils 
were  also  refined,  but  to  a  smaller  and  decreasing  extent,  as  the  oil- 
manufacturing  processes  employed  in  these  countries  are  steadily  im- 
proving. If  the  prices  of  lubricating  oils  remain  at  the  present  levels, 
the  refining  of  the  inedible  grades  will  be  curtailed. 

In  order  to  render  these  crude  oils  edible,  three  processes  are  used: 
(1)  Neutralization;  (2)  blenching;  (3)  deodorization. 

Neutralization  is  obtained  through  the  treatment  of  the  oils  by 
means  of  alkaline  lyes. 

FuUei-s'  earth  is  used  for  bleaching  purposes,  and,  in  special  cases, 
either  sulphuric  ncid  or  bone  black. 

The  deodorization  process  consists  theoretically  in  stirring  the 
oil,  lightly  heated  (between  31  and  45  degrees  centigrade),  with  a 
current  of  steam  obtained  in  vacuum,  at  a  low  temperature.  The 
steam  distills  and  removes  all  the  volatile  elements. 

The  cost  of  deodorization  varies  between  9.65  and  19.3  cents  per 
100  kilos  (2?0.46  pounds) ;  the  loss  is  about  1  per  cent. 
Total  Cost  of  Three  Processes. 

The  total  erst  of  neutralization,  bleaching,  and  deodorization 
varies  from  3  to  5  francs  (58  to  %  cents),  according  to  the  o'lantity 
of  fattv  acids  to  be  removed.  These  oils  are  sold  by  the  refiners  in 
normal"  times  at  8  to  25  francs  per  100  kilos  ($1.54  to"$4.82  per  220M 
pounds)  more  than  is  paid  for  them  in  their  crude  state,  the  highest 
profits  being  usually  made  on  the  Var  and  Sousse  (Tunis)  oils. 

It  can  not  be  said  that  these  refined  products  are  entirely  satis- 
factory. They  still  retain  an  unsatisfactory  taste,  at  least  for  people 
who  are  accustomed  to  the  unrefined  oils,  and  the  sale  is  dependent 
upon  low  prices. 

The  French  olive  growers  are  strongly  opposed  to  this  industry, 
and  it  is  likely  that  it  will  be  regulated  shortly  after  normal  con- 
ditions are  restored  in  the  country. 

The  only  extraction  process  of  importance  in  this  district  consists 
in  treating  oil  cake  with  bisulphide  of  carbon,  andthe  product  is  an 
industrial  oil  which  is  not  subject  to  further  treatment 
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HOmilTBAN  CEKSITS  TO  BE  TAKEN  THIS  YEAB. 

[Consul  E.  M.  Lawton,  Teguctealpa,  Aug.  23.] 

The  laws  of  Honduras  pro%dde  for  a  general  census  of  the  popu- 
lation every  five  years.  The  last  census  was  taken  in  1910,  so  that 
1915  was  the  regular  census  year;  but,  owing  to  the  unfavorable 
economic  conditions,  the  census  was  postponed  and  will  be  taken  on 
December  17,  1916.  From  various  estimates,  official  enumerations, 
and  calculations  the  population  of  Honduras  at  sundry  dates  has 
been  reckoned  as : 


Year. 

Inbabtt- 
ants. 

Year. 

Inhabit- 
ants. 

1T91 ;.., ; 

ga.sm 

130,000 
200,000 
860,000 
807,380 

18S7.  . 

381  9S3 

l«Ol 

I80S 

388,877 
489,367 
S00,135 
SS3,446 

IS26 

1901.        .  .     . 

1R50 

1S05 

1881 

lUO 

The  earlier  figures  are  taken  from  church  records;  those  for  1826 
and  1850  are  estimates  of  Spanish  and  American  explorers  and 
travelers;  since  1881  the  totals  are  the  actual  Government  census 
returns. 

Ednoatlonal  Campaiirn  to  Secure  Greater  Accuracy. 

Even  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
totals  are  much  more  than  approximate,  as  no  successful  census 
has  ever  been  taken  of  the  native  tribes  in  the  Mosquitia  Reserva- 
tion. These  are  left  entirely  out  of  the  census  of  1010,  and  in  many 
other  sections  the  registration  is  frankly  acknowledged  as  being 
more  or  less  superficial. 

The  Government  of  Honduras  proposes  at  the  next  census  to 
secure  the  fullest  possible  accuracy  by  a  campaign  of  education  in 
advance.  However,  the  measures  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress for  a  free  port  and  the  opening  up  of  the  Mosquitia  district 
will  hardly  have  oeen  sufficiently  developed  to  warrant  a  full  census 
of  the  wild  tribes  this  j-ear.  The  latest  reports  on  the  schools  which 
are  beginning  to  be  established  show  valuable  and  interesting  prog- 
ress, slow  but  certain  of  final  results. 

AGRICXriTTJBAL  CONDITIONS  IN  DENMABE. 

[Consul  General  E.  D.  Wlnslow,  Copenbagen,  Aut;.  2^.] 

The  harvest  of  Denmark  is  now  about  complete,  and  while  official 
figures  as  regards  the  output  have  not  been  issued,  it  is  admitted  that 
the  yield  of  small  grains  and  hay  are  about  the  best  known.  AVhile 
the  quality  is  not  of  the  best  the  result  of  the  harvest  is  satisfactory. 

On  account  of  the  maximum  prices  fixed  for  rye  and  wheat,  some 
concern  is  felt  regarding  the  acreage  that  is  to  be  put  into  these 
grains  for  the  crop  of  1917.  The  area  sown  to  rye  is  steadily  de- 
creasing and  other  grains  and  pastures  are  taking  the  place  of  former 
rye  fields.  In  1895  some  720,000  acres  were  sown  to  rye,  while  in 
1915  the  acreage  was  only  about  510,000.  The  sowing  time  for  rye 
is  at  hand  and  the  Royal  Danish  Agricultural  Board  has  addressed 
an  open  note  to  the  farmers  to  increase  their  acreage  in  this  product. 

The  "  Brattingborg  rye"  is  recommended  for  light  sandy  soils  and 
"Petkers  rye"  for  heavy  earth. 
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CAHAKT  ISLAHzis. 
tConml  Georce  K.  StUes,  Tenerlffe,  Aog.  II.] 
tcneriffe  Coaipletes  Irrlgatios  ttojecX. 

On  August  10,  1916,  was  compl^^d  the  jancture  of  the  two  great 
water  tunnels,  the  Catalanes  and  the  Roque-Negro,  whid)  the  munici- 
).ality  of  Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriffe  has  had  under  construction  since 
1898.  These  tunnels  have  been  cut  1,700  meters  (5.578  feet)  throu^ 
solid  basalt  rock  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $200,000. 

The  joining  of  these  two  tunnels  has  completed  the  irrigation 
scheme  of  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriffe  by  which  the  munici- 
pality will  have  available  10,000  cubic  meters  of  water  every  24  houra. 

Open  Cut  aad  Canals — Banana  Ittni*. 

In  addition  to  the  two  tunnels  joined  an  open,  cut  of  18.000  meters 
has  been  constructed  and  $600,000  has  been  expended  in  the  creation 
of  irrigation  canals  which  will  distribute  the  newly  acquired  water 
and  in  the  erection  of  a  large  dam. 

The  city  engineers  calculate  that  nearly  5,000  acres  of  banana- 
benrii  g  lands  will  be  added  to  the  Santa  Cruz  section  of  Teneriffe 
island.  This  land  has  hitherto  been  sterile  through  lack  of  water, 
\;lii!e  irrigated  soil  near  by  has  sold  as  high  as  $5,000  per  acre. 

There  is  no  probsibility  of  these  new  lands  being  turned  into 
l>anana  production  before  at  least  three  years*  of  preparation,  planting, 
and  growth.  Large  quantities  of  fertilizer  must  be  employed  to 
i-rcate  good  banana-bearing  soil,  and  it  is  not  thought  possible  to 
obtain  fertilizers  until  after  peace  conditions  are  resumed. 

The  water,  which  will  enable  so  important  an  improvement  to 
mimicipal  and  agricultural  conditions  in  the  Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriffe 
district,  falls  on  the  mountainous  district  to  the  north  and  west  of 
the  city.  In  the  city  itself  hardly  more  than  10  inches  of  rain  fall 
per  annum.  In  the  h^gh  mountains  the  rainfall  is  over  100  inches, 
as  the  rain  clouds  are  swept  in  from  the  Atlantic  and  precipitate 
their  contents  on  coming  in  contact  with  the  sierras  of  North  Tene- 
riffe. 

CITBA. 

Koad  ConttnietioB.  Bridges,  Aqnedaet.  and  Sewer. 

The  Cuban  Congress  has  recently  made  provision  for  road  con- 
struction on  an  extensive  scale,  end  ofhcial  authorization  for  the 
expenditure  of  stuted  sums  in  this  work  appears  in  late  numbers  of 
the  lioletin  Oficial  de  la  Secretarfa  de  Hacienda.  The  amounts  and 
routes  designated  are  as  follows:  $200,000  for  the  construction  of « 
road  from  Santa  Clara  to  Mnnicaragua :  $50,000,  Sabanilla  del  Ed* 
oomendador  to  Union  de  Reyes,  in  the  i*rovince  of  Matanzas;  $20,- 
000,  Bolondron  to  Union,  passing  through  Alacranes;  $25,000,  Al«- 
ci-anes  to  Vieja  Bermeja;  $30,000,  Sabanilla  to  Cabezas;  $50,00^ 
Santo  Domingo  to  Sitiecito;  $25,000,  Estacion  de  Bacunagua  to  "» 
central  highway;  $60,000,  San  Miguel  de  los  Banos  to  the  road  of 
Limonar;  $35,000  to  complete  the  road  from  San  Antonio  de  '•^ 
Vegas  to  Guara ;  $35,000  for  a  road  from  Banes  to  Embarcader"  «® 
Torrontera;  $250,000  for  the  repair  and  completion  of  the  road  from 
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Cienfuegos  to  Manicaragua ;  $40,000  for  a  road  from  Quivican  to  the 
road  from  Habana  to  Batabano. 

A  credit  of  $60,000  is  granted  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
over  the  River  San  Miguel;  $7,000  for  a  bridge  over  the  River 
Jiguani,  in  the  town  of  Jiguani ;  $150,000  for  the  completion  of  the 
aqueduct  of  Santa  Clara ;  and  $171,000  for  paving  and  sewer  system 
in  the  city  of  Manzanillo. 

ECTJASOB. 
(ConiuJ  Frederic  W.  Qoding,  Guayaqall,  Ang.  14.] 
]tal^lra7  Improremeiits  in  1916. 

The  grading  of  the  Ambato-Curaray  railway  is  completed  for  19 
miles,  or  but  1.5  miles  from  the  town  of  Pelileo.  Since  August  5, 
1914,  trains  have  been  passing  over  12  miles  of  the  route  to  the  town 
of  Chiguiche.  More  than  a  mile  of  side  track  has  been  completed  at 
Ambato  for  yards  and  connections  with  the  Guayaquil  &  Quito 
Railway.  The  drainage  of  the  railway  has  been  provided  for  by  the 
construction  of  9,492  cubic  feet  of  stonework,  consisting  of  27  large 
ai-ches,  7  small  arches,  16  culverts,  and  a  steel  bridge  resting  on 
masonry  spanning  the  Pachanlica  River.  Only  temporary  build- 
ings have  been  erected.  The  total  cost  to  date  is  $735,928.  All  of 
the  materials  used  were  purchased  in  the  United  States. 

Preliminary  studies  on  the  Sibambe-Cuenca  Railway  were  begim 
in  April,  1915,  since  which  time  4.5  miles  have  been  graded  and 
nearly  2  miles  of  rails  laid.  The  bridges  over  the  Chanchan  and 
Azogues  Rivers,  and  the  administration  building  at  Sibambe,  are 
being  constructed  and  600  tons  of  rails  and  1,500  barrels  of  cement 
are  on  hand.  Before  the  end  of  the  year  two  locomotives  and  six  open 
freight  cars  will  be  in  commission. 

Scarcity  of  funds  has  stopped  work  on  the  surveys  for  the  trans- 
Amazon  line,  which  is  to  connect  the  isolated  Province  of  Loja  with 
the  seacoast.  200  miles  having  been  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $90,000. 
It  is  expected  that  the  present  Congtess  will  arrange  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  surveys,  and  for  actual  work  on  the  railway. 

A  portion  of  the  Quito-Esmeraldas  line  has  been  studied,  some 
grading  has  been  done,  and  more  than  a  half  mile  of  track  laid,  with 
$46,827  in  cash  on  hand. 

The  grading  for  43  miles  of  A  La  Costa  is  completed,  at  a  cost  of 
$333,575  for  studies,  materials,  and  labor. 

Nearly  16  miles  of  the  Babahoyo-Gtiaranda  line  have  been  graded, 
at  a  cost  of  $147,202,  including  all  expenses. 

The  Manta -Santa  Ana  line,  formerly  16  miles  in  length,  has  been 
extended  a  similar  distance,  at  a  cost  of  $30,913. 

Although  in  operation  for  several  years,  all  traffic  has  ceased  for 
months  on  the  Bahia  de  Caraquez,  owing  to  its  poor  state.  About 
$10,000  has  been  appropriated  for  urgent  repairs. 

YEITEZTJEIA. 
[Consul  tlomcr  Brett,  La  Gualra,  Aug.  24.] 
New  Basilica  in  Caracas. 

The  existing  chapel  of  the  Corazon  de  Jesus  in  Caracas  is  to  be 
remodeled  and  enlarged  into  a  basilica.  Senor  Alejandro  Sosa  Baez 
is  president  of  the  board  having  charge  of  the  construction  and  Dr. 
Luis  Munoz  Tdbar  will  be  the  architect  and  builder. 
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LEATHEB  BELTDTG  IS  EUSOFEAH  COTFIITBIES. 
nORWAY. 

(Ccnsul  Cl-.arle«  Forman,  Bergen,  May  25.] 

Most  of  the  leather  i)  -iting  now  sold  in  Bergen  is  manufactured  in 
C'liristiania.  Belting  from  England  and  Germany  is  no  longer  im- 
ported, thoiigli  shipped  prior  to  the  war.  The  only  available  statis- 
tics are  those  for  the  whole  of  Norway  during  1914,  when  155,690 
[)»'.mils  of  belting,  valued  at  $94,631,  were  imported  into  the  Kang- 
doni.  The  exports  for  the  same  year  amounted  to  262,901  poun(&, 
valued  at  $95,890. 

There  should  be  a  good  opportunity  for  American  firms  to  develop 
business  in  this  market,  although  dealers  complain  of  the  slowness 
and  difficulty  of  getting  American  goods  on  account  of  war  condi- 
tions. It  is  advisable  for  American  exporters  who  seek  a  share  of 
the  trade  to  conform  to  local  requirements  in  quoting  prices.  They 
sliould  quote  them  in  crowns  per  millimeter,  not  in  dollars  per  foot 
(crown=$0.268;  millimeter=0.039  inch).  A  Christiania  firm  in  this 
business  extends  a  credit  of  4  months.  2^  per  cent  being  allowed  for 
cash  or  payment  in  30  days.  An  effort  should  be  made  to  quote 
c.  i.  f.  prices,  if  possible. 

Rate  XTnder  Import  Tariff — Appointnient  of  Ag^ents. 

Leather  belting  is  classified  under  Nc.  394  of  the  Norwegian  im- 
port tariff,  and  pays  a  duty  of  8  per  cent  ad  valcrcm.  The  rate  ap- 
plies to  all  countries. 

The  best  method  of  obtaining  business  in  this  market  is  to  appoint  an 
agent  in  Bergen  to  sell  the  goods,  giving  him  exclusive  rights  within 
a  certain  territory.  Should  an  agent  be  selected  at  Christiania  to 
cover  the  whole  of  Norway,  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a  subagent 
at  Bergen ;  otherwise  the  Bergen  field  maj'  be  neglected. 

Information  concerning  the  standing  of  agents  and  dealers  han- 
dling this  class  of  goods,  whose  names  are  Forwarded,  may  be  ob- 
tained from  Bonnevie  Angells  Bureau  in  Bergen,  which  does  a  busi- 
ness similar  to  that  of  Dun  and  Bradstreet.  The  leading  banks  in 
Bergen  are  the  Kreditbanlj  and  the  Privatbank.  Persons  and  firms 
may  be  addressed  simply  Bergen,  Norway;  street  and  number  are 
imnecessary.    English  may  be  used  in  correspondence. 

[I>lsts  of  agents  and  dealers  In  leather  l)elting  at  Bergen,  Norway,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Uefer  to  flic  No.  77401.] 

SWITZERLAITD. 
[Consul  Walter  II.  Scbnlz,  Berne,  June  15.] 
Stocks  Accnmnlated  Before  War  Oreatly  Reduced. 

The  demand  for  leather  belting  in  Berne  has  been  met  during  the 
war  i>eriod  by  the  big  stocks  that  existed  before  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities.  These  consist  chiefly  of  Belgian  and  German  products. 
They  are  now  greatly  depleted. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  no  leather  belting  has  been  im- 
ported by  Switzerland,  and  Swiss  consumers  are  now  bjiiying  in- 
ferior products. 

There  are  27  tanneries  in  this  consular  district  Swiss  l^tJier 
holds  high  rank,  but  local  tanners  were  not  leather-belting  specialists 
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and  are  experiencing  the  difficulties  that  usually  attend  transition 
periods.  The  principal  difficulty  of  the  Swiss  tanneries  since  1914 
seems  to  have  been  a  lack  of  those  necessary  chemicals  which  add 
so  much  to  the  excellence  of  foreign  leather  belting.  Prices  have 
gone  up  about  100  to  120  per  cent  since  July,  1914.  The  tanneries 
are  no  longer  laying  up  stocks. 
Ajneriean  Trade  Possible  if  OellTeiy  i«  Prompt. 

A  local  dealer  states  that  some  time  ago  he  placed  a  trial  order 
for  leather  belting  in  America  and  that  the  quality  of  the  belting 
was  good,  but  that  he  was  disappointed  with  the  time  required  to 
execute  the  order.  Regarding  further  orders,  he  expressed  the  fear 
that  those  placed  now  probably  would  not  be  delivered  before  Christ- 
mas. American  houses  should  be  able  to  place  some  orders  if  they 
can  give  assurance  of  an  early  delivery.  Buyers  should  be  addressed 
in  Carman  and  dimensions  and  sizes  should  be  given  in  the  metric 
system. 

The  duty  on  leather  belting,  according  to  the  Swiss  customs  tariff 
No.  185.  is  $6.75  per  220  pounds. 

(A  list  nf  dealers  In  and  coiwuiuers  of  leather  beltine  In  the  Berne  (Switzer- 
land) cunisulur  district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Itefer  to  file  No. 
78082.J  

ATTEHFT  TO  BEVIVE  BBITISH  FLAX  INSUSTSY. 

(Weekly  Bulletin,  Canadlaii  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Aug.  21.) 

At  one  time  a  considerable  acreage  of  flax  was  cultivated  in  Eng- 
land, but  the  industry  has  practically  died  out  thercj  though  flax  is 
still  produced  in  Ireland.  Farmers  were  not  only  in  the  habit  of 
cultivating  and  gnthering  the  crops  themselves  but  of  preparing  the 
fiber,  which  was  of  an  inferior  quality.  They  were,  however,  driven 
out  of  the  market  by  the  importing  of  large  quantities  of  Russian 
flax  of  a  similar  quality  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

The  National  Development  Coinmissicn  has  taken  an  interest  in 
the  matter,  and  hopes  by  building  small  factories,  in  which  flax  can 
be  treated  by  the  latest  methods,  to  secure  crops  which  shall  be  con- 
verted into  fiber  of  the  finest  quality  at  a  considerable  profit  to  the 
farmers.  If  these  experiments  are  successful,  it  will  mean  keeping 
many  more  men  on  the  land  and  will  pave  the  way  to  the  revival  of 
this  branch  of  the  farming  industry. 
Beliool  Boys  to  Pnil  Plaz. 

Out  of  this  scheme  of  the  commission  has  developed  the  need  for 
the  services  of  the  grammar  schf  ol  boys.  Flax  is  being  cultivated  in 
the  neighborhood  of  South  Pethert<:n  and  of  Yeovil,  and  at  the  latter 
place  a  factory  for  treating  the  fiber  has  been  provided.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  under  con-sideration  for  getting  in  the  crop.  This 
is  done  by  pulling  the  plant  up  by  the  roots  when  the  time  for  o|)er- 
ation  is  indicateaby  the  bottom  of  the  stalk  turning  yellow  and  the 
color  of  the  seeds  changing  from  green  to  pale  brown.  It  is  helpful 
in  subsequent  processes  if  the  plants  when  pulled  out  are  graded  so 
that  those  of  about  the  same  length  are  brought  together. 

This  flax  pulling  is  to  be  done  by  selected  grammar  schorl  bnys, 
who  will  be  paid,  not  by  the  farmers,  but  out  of  the  treasury.  In 
this  way  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  revive  this  important  a<rric«l- 
tural  industry. 
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EZPOBTS  OF  NEW  ZEAL&HD  FABM  FBODITCIS. 

[Consul  General.  Alfred  A.  Wlnfelow,  AncUand.  Aog.  3.] 

The  farming  industry  in  New  Zealand  is  receiving  the  closest 
attention,  with  the  result  that  the  exports  of  farm  products,  includ- 
ing  returns  from  grazing  and  dairying  interests,  amounted  in  the 
year  ended  March  31,  1910,  to  $149,088,726  out  of  a  total  export  of 
$101,353,035,  which  seems  a  large  amount  for  a  country  with  a  popu- 
lation of  a  little  less  than  1,200,000. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  New  Zealand  Farmers'  Union,  held  at 
Wellington,  the  question  of  land  tax  and  other  important  matters 
were  discussed,  including  the  irrigation  of  land,  and  the  adoption  of 
more  effective  measures  for  preventing  the  increase  of  larger  hold- 
ings of  land,  it  being  considered  detrimental  to  the  development  of 
the  country  in  general. 

Xand-Law  Amendment. 

The  New  Zealand  land-law  amendment  act  of  1913  provides  that 
privately  owned  land  may  be  taken  (not  within  the  borough  or  town 
district)  in  cases  where, in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  the  land-pur- 
chase commissioners,  such  land  has  been  acquired  by  way  of  aggre- 
gation and  where  such  aggregation  is  contrary  to  the  public  interests, 
a  fair  compensation  being  paid  for  all  such  land  taken  as  provided 
by  law,  the  owner  having  the  option  of  either  subdividing  the  land 
and  putting  it  in  shape  for  settlement  and  putting  it  up  at  auction 
by  himself,  or  allowing  it  to  be  taken  by  the  Government  at  a  rate 
fixed  by  appraisement  according  to  the  laws  provided  therefor.  This 
law  has  been  made  use  of  in  many  cases  to  break  up  large  holdings 
to  the  decided  advantage  of  certain  sections  of  the  country. 

There  is  also  an  urgent  move  on  foot  urging  the  New  England  au- 
thorities to  enact  a  law  forbidding  unnaturalized  aliens  from  holding 
real  estate  in  this  Dominion. 


STFCCESSFUI  COlfSTJIAR  WOEK  IS  SPANISH  POET. 

[Consul  WUbur  T.   Gracey,   Seville,   Aug.  2.1 

A  prominent  mining  company  of  Spain  which  has  its  main  work- 
shops at  Huelva,  a  port  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  some  50  miles  from 
Seville,  has  during  the  past  year  purchased  from  American  manu- 
facturers a  turret  lathe,  valued  at  $3,000 1  a  72-horsepower  air  com- 
pressor, valued  at  $2,300;  a  universal  miller,  $1,750;  screw -cutting 
lathes,  $3,500;  tool  grinders,  $1,350;  15-ton  press,  $250;  double  bolt 
cutter,  $1,000;  4-spindle  nut  tapper,  $700;  bolt  pointer,  $400;  tiuret 
lathe,  $1,000;  drilling  machines,  $200;  shaping  machine,  $500:  and 
a  universal  grinder  valued  at  $1,500 — a  total  for  this  one  company 
of  machinery  orders  approximating  $17,450.  The  American  con- 
sular agent  at  Huelva  was  primarily  instrumental  in  turning  this 
business  to  the  United  States. 

Another  Huelva  company  has  sold  nine  American  player  pianos 
and  has  sent  orders  for  other  musical  instruments,  while  an  optician 
has  ordered  .several  lots  of  optical  supplies  and  expects  to  get  his 
entire  .supply  from  American  manufacturer  in  the  future. 
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EUBOFEAH  XASKETS  FOB  PIANOS  AND  FHOVO&BAPHS. 

SWrrZEKLAITD. 
{Consul  Walter  a.  Scboli,  Berne.  Jane  16.] 

The  piano  market  of  Switzerland  is  now  virtually  in  the  hands  of 
Swiss  manufacturers,  a  natural  result  of  war  conditions  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  Swiss  product  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the 
demand  for  pianos  has  been  very  limited,  and  this  small  demand  is 
covered  almost  entirely  by  the  domestic  product.  The  few  instru- 
ments  now  sold  are  chieny  .stock  goods. 

Of  the  12  piano  factories  in  Switzerland,  the  leading  three  are  in 
this  consular  district.  These  factories  produce  about  2,000  pianos 
annually.  The  total  production  of  Switzerland  is  variously  esti- 
mated as  from  3,000  to  3,500.  Swiss  pianos  are  about  10  per  cent 
higher  than  those  from  (iermany.  German  pianos  have  been  sold 
in  the  past  because  of  their  cheapness,  and  the  heavy  advertising 
campaigns  of  the  Germans.  But  in  quality  the  Swiss  article  is  of 
the  same  standard.  The  principal  German  makes  sold  in  this  market 
are  the  Bliittner,  Lipp  &  Son,  and  Zimmerman,  of  Leipzig,  Saxony. 
Piano  dealers'  profits  in  S^v'itzerla-nd  run  from  20  to  3d  per  cent. 
Freight  Chargres  Handicap  American  Pianos. 

Local  firms  state  that  American  pianos  enjoy  a  good  reputation 
hei-e,  but  freight  charges  make  the  American  article  too  expensive 
to  compete  successfully  with  the  Swiss  and  (Jerman  products. 

The  prices  of  (Jerman  pianos  range  from  $130  to  $390;  Swiss,  from 
$160  to  $310.  A  famous  high-priced  American  piano  also  is  on  the 
market  and  is  manufactured  at  a  branch  factory  in  Germany.  Prices 
have  gone  up  10  to  15  per  cent  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

The  trade  prefers  black  and  brown  cases  in  natural-wood  finishes. 
Highly-polished  cases  are  seldom  seen.  Music  teachers  and  clergy- 
men usually  receive  10  per  cent  commission  on  sales  transacted  at 
their  instance.  Swiss  piano  actions  and  keys  are  of  German  origin. 
The  duty  on  pianos,  according  to  the  Swiss  Customs  Tariff  No.  957, 
is  $7.72  per  220  pounds. 

The  Swiss  exports  and  imports  of  pianos  in  1914,  the  latest  year 
for  which  statistics  are  available,  were: 


CoontriM. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Weight. 

Value. 

Weight. 

Valusi 

Oermany 

Poumi: 
876  728 
32.(38 
6.613 
2. KM 
1.643 
6.201 

6184.294 

12.966 

3.106 

1.486 

6W 

1.686 

Pouftd'. 
3.0W 
14.109 

2.1tA 
3.S27 

tl.42S 

6. 278 

lUlT 

1.447 

Unlt«d  Kln)(dooi 

MB 

United  States 

Otters 

6.291 

1.660 

Total,  1914 

626  007 
1.116.419 

204.201 
347.446 

28  879 
44.JU3 

10  tt76 

Total,  1913 

14.846 

Qerman  Prodnets  Have  Very  Larce  Sale. 

There  are  some  very  strong  Swiss  concerns  producing  phono- 
graphs, but  German  products  nave  a  very  large  sale.  Phonograph 
parts  are  manufactured  extensively  in  ana  near  Geneva.  Tne 
greatest  concern  is  the  Deutsche  Gramophon  Gesellschaft,  at  Berlin, 
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represented  in  this  district  by  Kaiser  &  Co.,  Marktgasse,  Berne.  No 
disks  are  manufactured  in  Switzerland.  All  come  from  France  and 
Germany. 

Current  prices  are:  German  (American)  makes,  from  $32  to  $350; 
German,  $8  to  $120;  Swiss,  $7  to  $100;  French,  $10  to  $110.  German, 
French,  and  Belgian  disk«  are  on  tlip  market  at  $0.40  to  $1.50.  Since 
the  war  started  prices  have  increased  15  per  cent. 

The  German  Gramophon  Co.,  of  Berlin,  and  Path6,  of  Paris,  hare 
the  largest  share  of  the  trade.  The  German  imports,  including  Ger- 
man-made American  machines,  amounted  in  1914  to  $47,828,  and 
French  imports  to  $15,488,  while  the  direct  American  imports  were 
valued  at  $1,752. 

Phonographs  without  horns  have  the  widest  sale,  but  the  demand 
has  been  reduced  by  the  war.  Orders  are  regularly  executed  by  Ger- 
many, however.  Twenty  to  thirty-five  per  cent  is  granted  to  dealers 
on  phonographs  and  disks.  France  is  a  keen  competitor  in  musical 
dislcs. 

The  exports  and  imports  of  phonographs,  graphophones,  cinemato- 
graphs, and  similar  machines  m  1914  were : 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Quantfty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

rounii. 

87,743 

30.423 

3,086 

881 

441 

l,«»t 

3.968 

t47.S28 
15.48H 
3,111 

788 

99 

1.752 

1.689 

POUtt^ 

51.808 
35.374 
23,016 
296.741 
271,388 
126.543 
306.603 

123,588 

Fnuipfl , 

13  033 

Italy 

7  SB 

ITnll«rt  KltlfrHnm      

92.9U 
96  60 

Russia .". 

United  States 

41  322 

Others 

108  U0 

Total  1914 

128.526 
237,216 

70.755 
129.238 

1,110.464 
1,565.281 

384. 573 

Total  1913 

The  duty  on  phonographs,  according  to  the  Swiss  customs  tariff 
No.  955,  is  $3.86  per  220  pounds. 

[Lists  of  dealers  in  pianos  nnd  plionogrnplis,  ami  mnmifacturers  of  pianos. 
In  the  Berne  consular  district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreism  and 
r>()mestlc  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooiieratlve  offices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
T«  168.1 

NOSWAT. 

[Consul  Cliailos  Formnn,  Bergen,  Juno  20.] 

Xalklntr  Haohines  Very  Popular  Among  Norwegians. 

Phonographs  are  very  popular  in  Norway.  The  value  of  talking 
machines  imported  into  the  Kingdom  annually  averages  about 
$100,000.  They  are  received  from  Germany,  France,  and  tne  United 
States,  but  statistics  showing  the  amounts  from  eacli  of  these  coun- 
tries into  Norway  are  not  available.  Most  of  those  sold  in  Bergen 
are  imported  by  agents  at  Christiania.  The  most  popular  machines 
hero  retail  at  $26.80  (100  crowns).  Better  machines  are  also  sold, 
retailing  at  300  and  400  crowns.  The  retail  prices  of  records  vary 
from  $0.80  to  $4.34.  Those  sold  for  $0.80,  $1.07,  $1.61,  and  $2.14  are 
the  most  popular. 

Phonographs  are  classified  under  No.  257b  of  the  Norwegian  im- 
port tariff  and  pay  an  import  duty  of  0.50  crown  pev  kilo  net  weight 
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(0.06  per  pound).  The  rate  of  duty  is  applicable  to  phonographs 
from  all  countries  entitled  to  most-favored-nation  treatment.  The 
tare  for  packing  cases  is  12  per  cent. 

TTraally  Sold  Tlirovgh  Agents  la  Chrlstlaiiia. 

The  usual  method  of  selling  phonographs  and  disk  records  is 
through  agents  in  Christiania  who  have  a  sole  agency  for  Norway. 
Newcomers  into  the  field  may  adopt  this  method,  or,  if  they  prefer, 
may  appoint  an  agent  for  Bergen,  who  should  have  exclusive  rights 
for  a  certain  well-defined  territory.  When  possible,  it  is  preferable 
'  to  quote  prices  c.  i.  f.  destination.    Prices  may  be  quoted  in  dollars. 

The  usual  terms  of  sale  are  2  per  cent  for  cash.  A  credit  of  three 
months  is  extended  if  desired.  Dealers  make  a  profit  of  50  per  cent 
(ax  phonographs  and  83  per  cent  on  disc  records. 

A  list  of  dealers  is  transmitted.  Credit  information  may  be  ob- 
tained through  a  credit  agency  or  bank.  Bonnevie  Angells  Bureau, 
Bergen,  does  a  business  similar  to  Dun  and  Bradstreet  The  leading 
banks  in  Bergen  are  the  Kreditbank  and  Privatbank.  In  corre- 
sponding with  the  persons  whose  names  are  given  the  English 
language  may  be  usea.  The  use  of  Norwegian  is  to  be  preferred,  but 
is  by  no  means  necessary. 

(The  list  of  dealers  mentioned  rany  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrena  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  ofllces.  Refer  to  file  No. 
78906.]  

oois  Mnmro  m  the  boise  sAsnr  of  westebit  ibaho. 

The  Boise  Basin  of  western  Idaho  has  always  been  primarily  a 
gold  placer  region,  and  for  a  decade  after  the  discovery  of  gold 
Oiere,  late  in  1802,  it  is  credited  with  an  annual  placer  production  of 
$1,000,000  to  $5,000,000.  In  later  years  the  yield  has  fluctuated 
greatly,  but  in  1912,  1913,  and  1914  it  still  amounted  approximately 
to  $500,000  annually.  Many  of  the  veins  from  which  the  placers 
derived  their  gold  were  located  in  the  early  days,  and  in  recent  yeara 
they  have  received  increasing  attention.  To  meet  the  many  deninnds 
for  information  concerning  these  lodes,  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  has  just  pnblisheaa  reconnaissance  report  on  the  region  as 
Bulletin  (MO-E,  which  is  obtainable  on  request  from  the  Geological 
Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Proposed  Salt  Industry  in  Sao  Paulo. 

The  President  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  in  his  message  to  the 
legislature,  a  translated  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  by  Vice 
Consul  Robert  S.  Keiser,  recommends  the  establishment  of  a  salt 
plant  to  meet  the  great  demand  for  salt  in  the  cattle  industry. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEATT  OF  FOBEIOH  AFD  BOMESTIC  COMUEBCE. 

DI8TBICT  OFUCIS.  COOPEBATIYE  OFnCGS. 


REV  TOBK:  Boon  iM,  CantonkoiM. 

BOKTON:    1801  Cwtonhoate. 

CHICAOO:  604   F«drrml  BllldI«K. 

8T.  LOinS:  402  Tkird  NoUonml  Bank  Bnlldlng. 

ITLAKTA:  S2I  Pmt  Oltrc  BalldlBK. 

HBW  OBI.EANS:  1030  HHwraU  Bank  BalldlBR. 

Si!<  FBANaNC(»:  807  C«>tamhonu. 
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FOSEiaH  TBADE  ONOR'SMSlTiKS. 

KfRerved  addrrssoH  may  lie  oMolned  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  dtatrlct  oBeea.  Bcqout 
for  ciic'b  o|>[Kii-tiinit.v  nLoiild  be  on  a  separate  Hbeet  and  state  ompvrtmmttymmivHt. 
The  Dnreun  dueH  not  fumUb  credit  ratingH  or  amume  respoDglblllty  aa  to  tbe  standlnt 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautionu  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Aerial  tramway*.  No.  22420. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  writes  that 
a  flrra  In  hjH  district  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
and  constructors  of  aerial  tramways.  It  is  proposed  to  install  a  steaa- 
driven  plant  capable  of  handling  from  50  to  200  tons  of  coal  per  day  of  12 
hours.  It  Is  to  be  a  double  tramway  on  towers,  about  3  miles  long.  Litera- 
ture, etc.,  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Sponges,  No.  22421. — A  sponge  exporter  In  the  West  Indies  bias  solicited  the  aid 
of  an  American  consular  ofllcer  In  locating  a  market  for  the  sale  of  aboDt 
$1S,000  worth  of  8i>onges. 

Machinery,  No.  22422. — ^The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  n  letter  from  a  firm  in  the 
United  States  stating  that  one  of  its  customers  In  Australia  desires  quota- 
tions, advertising  literature,  etc.,  describing  machinery  and  equipment  for 
the  manufacture  of  Incandescent  mantles;  also  materials  to  be  used  in 
making  the  mantles. 

I'ainli,  flags  and  bunting.  No.  22423. — .\n  American  consular  officer  in  New 
Zealand  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  n  firm  in  life  district,  n-hlrli 
Is  desirous  of  comrannlcatlug  witli  American  inanufacturers-and  exporters 
of  paints,  tlags  and  bunting.  Samples,  price  lists,  etc.,  should  be  sent.  If 
possible,  c.  i.  f.  prices  should  lie  given,  otherwise  f.  o.  b.  steamer  at  port  o£ 
shipment.    Ilefereuce. 

A'ofiona,  etc..  No.  22424. — A  memlier  of  a  firm  of  wholesale  notion  dealers  In 
Brazil  has  informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  desirous  of 
establishing  business  connections  with  an  American  manufacturer  with  the 
idea  of  forming  a  conxiratiou  to  handle  American  commodities  in  Brazil. 

.•liming*,  shade*,  and  machinery.  No.  2242.'>. — An  American  constilar  officer  in 
France  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  price 
lists,  etc.,  in  French,  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  ma-  • 
terial  for  making  awnings  and  shades  and  the  machinery  for  manufacturlDg 
same. 

Rubber  good*  and  hosiery.  No.  22426. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the 
Netherlands  reiwrts  that  a  firm  desires  to  conununicnte  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  fancy  rubber  articles  (hard  rubber) ;  also 
manufacturers  of  cotton,  silk,  and  mercerized  hosiery  for  women.  Ex- 
clusive agencies  for  the  Netlierlands  are  deslretl.  The  firm  buys  on  lis 
own  account  for  cash  and  sells  through  Its  own  agents  and  travelers. 
References.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Tractors,  No.  22427. — A  company  in  China  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  is  desirous  of  purchasing  tractors  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Twist  drill  grinders,  No.  22428. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  wlslies 
to  receive  catalogues  and  full  Information  relative  to  a  heavy  twist  drill 
grimier,  costing  about  $730.50  to  $874,  to  grind  drills  of  from  A  to  2i 
inches  in  diameter. 

Boots,  shoes,  and  hosiery.  No.  22429. — ^An  American  consular  officer  hi  Ne* 
Zealand  writes  that  a  firm  of  Indent  agents  and  Imports  desires  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  high-grade  and  medium 
boots  and  shoes  for  boys,  girls,  and  women,  also  hosiery.  The  flnn  pro- 
poses to  take  orders  on  commission,  with  arrangements  for  payment  of 
goods  to  be  made  by  the  purchaser  against  shipping  documents  at  port  of 
shipment.    Reference. 

Advertising  agctxcy.  No.  22430.— The  manager  of  a  semimonthly  Spanish  peri- 
odical devoted  to  Spanish-American  propaganda  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  would  like  to  get  Into  communication  with  some 
one  in  the  United  States  who  Is  willing  to  solicit  advertisers  Interested '« 
South  American  and  Spanish  markets.  Correspondence  In  English.  Bm- 
erences. 
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mPOBTATIOH  OF  FBUIT  INTO  GBEAT  BBITAIN. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Sept.  15.1 

The  requirement  that  importations  of  canned,  bottled,  preserved, 
and  dried  fruits  during  1916  must  be  forwarded  by  overland  route 
to  United  States  port  on  Atlantic  seaboard  for  shipment  to  Great 
Britain  is  suspended. 

YKESCK  EUBABGO  OH  SODmif  BICBBOHATE. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  Paris,  Sept.  14.) 

An  order  of  September  13  completely  prohibits  the  exportation  of 
sodium  bichromate. 

BAISING  OF  EHBABQO  OK  FBEIGHT  FBOM  VEBA  CBTTZ. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul,  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  Sept.  12.] 

The  embargo  which  has  been  in  effect  since  August  16  on  all  freight 
out  of  Vera  Cruz  to  the  interior  was  raised  on  September  9. 


CHEAPEB  CABLE  BATES  TO  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  10.] 

The  question  of  cheaper  cable  rates  between  New  Zealand  and 
the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  under  discus- 
sion in  Parliament,  and  it  seems  quite  probable  that  sometliing  may 
be  done  to  induce  the  Pacific  Cable  Board  to  materially  reduce  its 
rates.  It  is  claimed  that  a  sixpence  (12  cents)  per  word  rate  could 
be  made  to  pay  reasonably  well. 

It  is  claimed  that  if  this  rate  be  established  the  cable  lines  would 
bo  busy  most  of  the  24  hours,  and  by  so  doing  would  be  even  as 
remunerative  as  the  present  rate,  and  at  the  same  time  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  tue  people  in  general. 
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COTTOir  GOODS  IS  THE  HJJICK  EAXF  ZSDIEB. 

Of  the  $40,000,000  worth  of  cotton  goods  th»t  are  imported  mi- 
nually  by  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  the  Netherlands  and  Great  Britaia 
normally  supply  about  three-quarters.  Their  respective  shares  are 
about  equal.  Special  Agent  Balph  M.  Odell  of  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  who  has  made  a  ^udy  and  a  report 
dealing  with  the  cotton-goods  trade  of  these  coloiues,  states  Uiat  be 
made  a  diligent  search  in  nunerotts  bazaars  and  shops  for  American 
goods,  but  without  success. 

In  his  comment  on  the  conditions  that  he  fotmd,  Mr.  Odell  states: 
"  The  Dutch  East  Indies  are  the  third  largest  markrt  in  the  worid 
for  cotton  goods  and  one  of  oar  best  future  fields,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  done  practically  no  business  there  heretofore." 
The  American  share  in  this  j^reat  trade  amounts  to  only  a  fev 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  practically  negligible,  and  this  fact  is  at- 
tributed in  part  to  the  inoiffermce  of  American  exporters. 

Small  orders  for  khaki  and  white  drills  have  reoentiy  been  placed 
in  the  United  States,  and  future  business  in  these  lines  will  depend 
entirely  on  whether  tint  goods  prove  satisfactory. 

The  policy  of  trusting  to  exclusive  agencies  is  very  strongly  recom- 
mended for  this  part  of  the  East.  It  is  not  a  policy  always  followed 
by  American  manufacturers,  but  it  is  practiced  very  generally  by 
the  countri^  that  do  the  buameas  in  the  Dwtch  East  Iiuties,  and  seems 
almost  necessary  if  success  is  to  be  adtieved  in  the  BiaiHket  Other- 
wise the  salesmen  cut  prices  imtil  shortly  there  is  no  profit  in  han- 
dling the  goods  and  the  importers  give  up  istie  line  in  disgust.  There 
is  no  doubt  some  disadvantage  in  giving  aa  exclusive  agency,  but  the 
trouble  can  usually  be  traced  to  a  mck  of  care  in  selecting  an  agent. 

The  new  report  is  entitled  "Cotton  Goods  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies,"  Special  Agent  Series  No.  120,  and  cootains  a  eare&I  analy- 
sis of  the  cotton-goods  trade  in  the  Dutch  colonies.  Then  ate  also 
chapters  devoted  to  practical  iaformatiea  and  helpful  suggestions  to 
the  American  manufactiu-er.  Samples  collected  by  Mr.  Odell  are 
being  exhibited  to  manttf  actttrers  and  exporters  in  the  United  States, 
and  a  list  is  given  in  the  r^ort  In  all  there  are  57  pages  in  the 
book.  Copies  may  be  obtained  for  the  nominal  sum  of  10  cents  from 
the  Superintendent  of  I>ocuments,  Washington,  or  fraax  die  nearest 
district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


INCBEASED  TOTAL  iff  MrFMUJAW  BVHflUW  »flULTIONS. 

Building  operations  in  many  of  the  larger  dii«B  of  the  coimtry 
increased  m  1915,  according  to  the  United  States  Geological  Survey. 
In  48  selected  cities  the  total  cost  of  boildiag  <^ieratk«8  was  $641,- 
769,199,  an  increase  of  $22,016,845,  or  nearly  4  per  oeart  over  1914. 
Twenty-eight  of  these  dties  flowed  increase  and  20  showed  deenase. 
New  York  was  the  leading  city  in  cost  of  building  operadoBS,  w^ 
$103,023,800,  an  increase  of  $28,998,55»  over  1914.  Cluc«o,  wiw* 
was  the  leading  city  in  1914,  was  second  in  191S,  with  bcdkmc  aptin- 
tions  costing  $97,291,400,  an  increase  of  $14,029,090.  BroomjB  was 
third,  with  a  total  of  $45,601,851,  an  increase  of  $8,72»^  ov«r  1914. 
The  average  cost  per  operation  was  $3J.W  in  tSlS,  comata»i  *M» 
$3,042  in  1914.  — r—— 
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AMEBICAN  PLOUBrlOLL  UACHIN££T  FOB  CHINA. 

[Consul  C.  E.  Gauss,  Tientsin,  Aug.  14.] 

The  first  flour  mill  in  Chihli  Province  is  now  nearing  completion 
in  the  Italian  concession  at  Tientsin,  and  is  being  equipped  with 
American  machinery  supplied  through  an  American  firm  at 
Shanghai.  It  is  understood  that  the  mill  is  erected  by  Japanese  for 
Chinese  capitalists,  and  wUl  be  known  as  the  Shaohsmg  Flour  Mill. 
The  value  of  the  American  machinery  provided  for  it  is  reported 
to  be  about  $70,000  United  States  currency. 

The  operations  of  the  mill  will  be  watched  with  considerable 
interest,  since  it  will  draw  its  supply  of  wheat  from  the  northern 
part  of  the  Province  of  Shantung.  Thb  wheat  is  imderstood  to 
be  of  a  particularly  high  quality,  and  by  proper  management  the 
Tientsin  mill  can  put  out  a  high  grade  of  flour  which  should  compete 
successfully  with  the  products  of  the  miUs  in  the  Shanghai  and 
Yangtze  Valley  sections,  where  it  is  understood  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  wheat  from  various  sections  under  the  same  mill  trade-mark 
has  resulted  in  uncertain  flour  standards. 
American  and  Chinese  Vlonrg. 

The  inroads  of  Chinese  milled  flour  on  the  flour  importations 
from  the  United  States  has  been  the  subject  of  repeated  comment 
in  the  American  consular  reports  from  the  Far  East,  but  it  i.s 
believed  that  the  lack  of  imiform  standard  of  grade  of  flour  put 
out  under  the  "chop"  or  trade-mark  of  each  mill  has  been  something 
of  a  drawback  to  the  Chinese  product. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Tientsin  mill,  drawing  its  wheat  supply 
from  a  near-by  district  where  the  quality  is  high,  will  be  able  to 
establish  a  standard-grade  flour  of  nigh  quality  iinder  its  "chop," 
which  should  be  highly  profitable. 

COTTON  CONOSESS  IN  BIO  BE  JANEIBO. 

[Vice  Consul  Robert  3.  Kelscr,  SSo  Paolo,  Brazil,  3aij  31.] 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Society  of  Agriculture,  a 
cotton  congress  was  held  in  Bio  de  Janeiro  from  June  1  to  15.  A 
delegation  of  experts  from  the  Sao  Paulo  Agricultural  Department 
represented  that  State,  whose  exhibit  was  a  marked  success.  The 
State  of  Sao  Paulo  received  36  first  prizes  and  39  lesser  awards. 
All  the  cotton  products  and  by-products  were  displayed  in  a  way 
that  aroused  the  greatest  interest.  Demonstrations  were  given  of 
the  experiments  made  with  cotton  in  the  Agronomic  Institute;  a 
statistical  review  showed  the  economic  situation  of  the  cotton  indus- 
try during  recent  years,  and  with  the  exhibits  of  raw  and  ginned 
cotton  were  vegetable  dyes  for  coloring  the  fiber.  The  Government 
has  given  much  attention  to  cotton  growing  since  1911,  seeds  having 
been  distributed  and  methods  of  cultivation  demonstrated  through 
the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

AXEBICAN  SHIFFINO  DOUBLES  IN  TWO  YEABS. 

American  shipping  in  the  foreign  trade  has  increased  from  2,405 
vessels  of  1,076,152  gross  tons  on  June  30,  1914,  to  3,135  vessels  of 
2,194,470  gross  tons  on  June  30,  1916.  Nearly  half  of  this  tonnage, 
320  vessels  of  1,074,679  gross  tons,  hails  from  New  York  City. 
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moAHizATKnr  or  clotb  sotal  ielqk 

[Consol  GeDeral  Bthelbert  Watts,  Broaaeia,  Aa«.  IT.] 

There  has  just  been  founded,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Belgian 
Government,  a  national  Belgian  dipping  company  called  the  I^d 
Royal  Beige,  with  a  capital  of  6O,O0OiK)O  francs  ($9,660,000),  which 
haa  already  been  subscribed.  Sometning  over  48,500,000  francs  of 
this  money  was  supplied  by  three  persons  residing  at  present  in 
London ;  and  of  the  tnree,  two  are  shipowners. 

As  stated  in  the  Monitenr  Belee,  the  offiknal  organ  of  the  Belgian 
Government,  this  company  is  autnorirod  to  issue  4  per  cent  hoo&  to 
the  value  of  100,000,000  f ranee  ($19,300,000).  The  Belgian  Govem- 
ment  has  already  taken  25,000,000  francs  ($4,825,000)  of  these  bonds 
at  par  and  has  promised  to  take  up  later  at  par  the  remaining 
75,000,000  francs  ($14,475,000).  The  company  aLgo  has  the  right  to 
negotiate  a  loan  at  once  np  to  the  amount  of  75,000,000  francs  ror  the 
purchase  of  diips,  the  loan  to  be  secured  by  the  vessels. 

In  case  of  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock,  the  Belgian  Government 
reserves  the  right  to  subscribe  for  the  one-half.  Every  increase  of 
the  bonded  debt,  which  may  be  made  at  anr  time,  moat  be  imme- 
diately f<^owed  by  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  equal  to  half  of 
the  amount  of  the  issue  of  the  hoada. 

National  Gharaeter  of  Company  to  lie  Vieierved. 

Ac(x>rding  to  the  statutes  of  the  company  all  the  oi&eers  must  be 
Belgians  bom  in  Belgium.  All  of  the  capital  stock  must  belcAg 
only  to  Belgians,  and  the  stockholders  can  not  in  any  .way  be  part- 
ners or  members  of  the  board  of  directors  of  other  compani^  <>f 
which  the  majority  b  not  composed  of  Belgians  bom  in  Belgitun. 
The  board  of  directors  of  the  Lloyd  Royal  Beige  has  the  ri^  to 
icquire  the  owners  of  the  stock  to  bring  proof  that  they  have  com- 
plied with  tibe  statutes  of  the  company.  The  Belgian  Government 
exercises  an  unusually  severe  control  of  the  company,  and  in  conse- 
fjiience  of  this  two  c(Mnraissioners  of  the  Government  are  joined  to 
the  board  of  directors. 

The  formation  of  the  LlOTd  Royal  Beige  has  aroosed  mudi  in- 
terest, and  certain  shipping  firms  in  Antwerp,  fearing  their  bonnees 
would  be  injured,  have  protested  against  its  organization.  In  gen- 
eral, however,  there  is  a  feeling  that  this  has  been  a  very  wise  move 
on  the  part  of  the  Belgian  GoTemment  and  that  it  will  do  a  great 
deal  toward  the  bnildine  np  of  a  atroag  Belgian  Bkerehant  marine 
:ind  the  promotion  of  Belgian  commerce. 


OFUCES  ffiF  TSE  BVSEAV  01  nOSI&M  MXSTMHtS/mC  crnooBCS. 
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HAWAH'S  SHIPFINO  FACILITIES  AND  DIVIDENDS. 

[A;  p.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Honolulu,  Sopt.  1.]  * 

Excellent  progress  is  being  made  by  contractors  in  the  building  of 
Piers  8,  9,  and  10  for  Honolulu  Harbor.  The  three  piers  are  prac- 
tically consolidated  into  one,  of  the  bulkhead  class,  and  constitute 
the  most  extensive  wharf  ever  built  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  With 
the  completion  of  this  work,  Honolulu  Harbor  will  have  19  principal 
wharves,  three-fourths  of  them  with  a  capacity  for  the  largest  pas- 
senger and  freight  steamers  plying  the  Pacific. 

Tests  have  been  given  to  the  floating  dry  dock  of  the  Inter-Island 
Steam  Navigation  Co.  Its  capacity  for  vessels  of  the  size  of  the 
WUhelmdna  is  shown  to  be  ample.  With  the  completion  of  new 
wharves,  and  the  addition  of  vessels  of  larger  type  calling  at  Hono- 
lulu, the  Inter-Island  Co.  has  in  contemplation  the  construction  of 
two  to  four  more  units,  giving  the  floating  dry  dock  a  much  greater 
capacity. 

The  Kiuhio  Wharf,  newly  constructed  in  Kuhio  Bay,  an  arm  of 
Hilo  Bay  (island  of  Hawaii),  which  to  some  extent  is  an  open  road- 
stead, but  which  will  be  protected  with  the  completion  of  the  great 
Federal  breakwater,  has  been  utilized  in  the  past  few  weeks  by  largo 
vessels.  It  has  demonstrated  its  fitness  in  capacity  and  safety. 
The  wharf  is  equipped  with  the  most  up-to-date  automatic  sugar- 
conveying  equipment,  while  the  Hawaii  Consolidated  Railway  Co.s 
tracks  are  laid  there,  giving  direct  connection  with  sections  along 
the  Hamakua  coast  and  through  the  Hilo  and  Puna  districts,  where 
extensive  stigar  plantations  are  tapped. 

niTldend  Payments  Show  Prosperity — Public  ImproTements. 

There  is  evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  the  islands  in  the  dividends 
now  being  paid.  Eight  corporations  yesterday  paid  dividends  total- 
ing $305J750.  This  brought  the  August  disbursement  of  30  com- 
panies up  to  $1,869,000.  Counting  the  plantations  privately  owned, 
total  dividends  exceed  $3,000,000  for  the  month.  The  total  dividends 
paid  in  July  amounted  to  $1,471,500. 

The  municipal  government  of  Honolulu  has  requested  the  chamber 
of  commerce  and  other  civic  organizations  to  discuss  the  proposed 
loan  plan,  whereby  the  government  would  bond  the  city  for  $1,000,000 
for  certain  public  improvements,  including  sewer  and  water  systems, 
new  roads,  and  a  city  hall.  The  waterworks  department  has  recom- 
mended out  of  this  fund  the  following  items:  The  sum  of  $150,000 
for  a  filtration  plant  for  Nuuanu  Valley  reservoirs,  $150,000  for 
sewer  system  for  Waikiki  district,  and  $80,000  for  water  meters.  The 
mayor  has  proposed  $100,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and-  construc- 
tion of  a  city  hall  and  $100,000  for  roads. 


Chilean  Finances. 


The  Chilean  Ambassador,  in  behalf  of  the  Chilean  Government, 
has  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  a 
copy  of  a  recent  statistical  publication  entitled,  "  Summary  of  the 
Finances  of  Chile  from  1833  to  1914."  It  is  announced  that  copies 
of  this  publication  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  embassy, 
1424  K  Street  NW.,  Washington. 
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BEGBSASED  TSABB  OB  fWAICTW. 

[Consul  O.  C.  Hanson,  Swatow,  China,  Ivly  29.] 

The  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  returns  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1916  show  that  the  trade  of  Swatow  fell  off  considerably  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  in  1915. 

The  revenue  collectea  by  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  at  Swatoiw 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1914, 1915,  and  1916  amounted  to  $470,945, 
$416,881,  and  $368,837,  respectively,  a  gradual  decline,  which  is  par- 
tially explained  by  the  reduction  of  revenue  received  from  opium 
imports  due  to  the  gradual  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  the  dru£,  and 
by  the  falling  off  of  trade  due  to  the  war  in  Europe,  and,  lately, 
due  to  the  state  of  political  unrest  existing  at  Swatow. 
Tbe  Cvtton  Osodt  Tni4»— Otter  InportSy 

The  imports  of  foreign  cotton  goods,  which  comprises  the  most 
valuable  item  of  Swatow's  foreign  import  trade,  fell  off  considerably, 
practically  the  only  line  showing  an  increase  being  dyed  goods,  a 
result  of  the  impossibility  of  securing  dyes  except  at  exorbitant 
prices  at  Swatow,  where  heretofore  much  dyeing  of  cotton  has  been 
done.  The  import  of  towels  increased.  The  cotton  yam  trade  has 
suffered,  for  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  about  11,000,000 
pounds  were  imported,  while  during  the  oorrenKinding  period  of 
1916  only  6,000,000  poimds  were  brought  in.  The  importation  of 
cotton  thread  increased.  Chinese  cotton  goods  and  yam  ^ow  de- 
creases. Woolen  and  cotton  mixtures  declined,  and  the  arrival  of 
woolen  goods,  although  the  market  is  small,  decreased.  Canvas  also 
lost  ground. 

Imports  of  new  iron  and  mild  steel  bars,  cobbles,  and  wire  shorts, 
nail  rods,  plate  cuttings,  and  wire  fell  off,  while  wire  nails  and  sheets 
and  plates  arrived  in  larger  auantities.  Leas  old  iron  and  mild  steel 
was  landed.  Arrivals  of  old  steel  bars  and  lead  feU  off,  while 
greater  amounts  of  tin  in  slabs  and  of  tinned  plate  were  imported. 
As  to  foreign  sundries,  imports  of  buttons^  cement,  coal,  docki, 
aniline  dyes,  fiour,  American  ^nseng,  medicines,  molawea,  nnglets 
and  drawers,  cotton  socks,  spirits  of  wine,  white  and  refined  sogara, 
and  wine  and  spirits  increased;  imports  of  rice,  cuttle  &A,  glue, 
lamps  and  lampware,  cow  leather,  sewing  and  knitting  maGhines, 
matches,  paraffin  wax,  condensed  milk,  kerosene  oil,  ratten,  sandal- 
wood, brown  sugar,'  tobacco  leaf,  and  umbrellas  decreased.  Ai  to 
Chinese  sundries  imports  of  bean  cake,  beans,  groundnuta,  medi- 
cines, samshu,  and  tea  decreased;  those  of  rice,  ramie  fiber,  flovr 
(Shanghai),  and  silk  piece  goods  increased. 
Amount  of  Principal  Imports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  through  the  Maritime  Customs  during  the  first  six  mont^ 
of  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 

Jan.-June, 
191$. 

Jan  .-June, 
lBi6. 

Articles. 

JaB.-JaiM, 
ttU. 

Jan.-Jana^ 

rOBOOH  OOOPS. 

Cotton  Goods: 
Shirting-    .    . 

W.007 

79,157 
3,240 

75,708 
6,036 

roBHOH  00003—00014. 

Tolotlto- 
Sa^lA piMW.. 

llsh piecffi.. 

White,   plain,    Eng- 
lish  pieces.. 

Jeans,  Engiisb do.... 

Japanese .'.do.... 

CtaintiM  WMt  plala  aot- 
ton  prints pMoee.. 
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Articlw. 


FOBEIQN  OOODS— COOtd. 

Cotton  goods— Continutd. 

Printed  cotton— Contd. 
Printed    Italians,   reps 
and  sateens .. .  pieces . . 

Dyed  cotton— 
Italians- 
Plain,  black do 

Plain,  colored. .do..., 
Venetians,   plain,  col- 
ored  pieces. 

Poplins,     plain,     col- 
ored  pieces.. 

Italians,  flgured..do 

Poplins,  figured. .do 

Turkey  rod    cambrics 
and  shirtings,  .pieces. . 

Cotton  flannel— 
Plain,   dyed,   and 

printed pieces. 

Striped do... 

Japanese    cotton    dotb, 
yards 

Velvets   and   velveteen, 
yards 

Cotton  coating  and  suit- 
ing  yards.. 

Handkcrchicb doten. . 

Towels do 

Yams  - 

English pounds. . 

llonskong do.... 

Indian do.... 

Japanese do 

Col  Ion  thread  on  spools, 

grojs  

Woolen  and  cotton  mix- 
tures: 

Alpacas,  lusters,  etc., 

yards 

Woolen  goods : 

Blankets  and  rugs, 
pounds 

Camlets,  English.pleoes.. 

Coating  and   suiting, 
yards  

Lastings pieces. . 

Ixing  ells do 

Spanish  stripes. ..yards.. 

Berlin  wool pounds. 

UiBcellaneous  piece  goods : 

Canvas yards. 

Cotton  duck do... 

Silk  piece  goods  and  mix- 
tures  pounds. . 

Metals: 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new — 

Ban poimds. . 

Cobbles  and  wbre  shorts, 

pounds 

Nails,  wire pounds. . 

Nail  rods do 

Plate  cutting do 

Sheets  and  plates,  do 

Wire do.... 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old, 
pounds 

Lead  in  pigs  and  bars, 
pounds 

Steel,  bar pounds. . 

Tin  m  slabs do 

Tinned  plate,  plain .  do. .. . 
Foreign  sundries: 

Bags  of  all  kinds,  .pieces, 

BCebedemer pounds.. 

Buttons gross.. 

Cereals,  rice t<His.. 

Cement pounds.. 

Cigarettes miUe.. 

Cigars do 

Cool tons.. 

Ckwks pieces 

Cuttlefish pounds.. 


Ian.-Jnne, 
1915. 


680 


10,477 

361 

625 
4,3S4 
1,318 

4,W1 


3,447 
4,546 

72,774 

11,475 

42,341 
14,tS8 
12,277 

7,200 

82.400 

8,926,533 

1,894,400 

15,543 


15,184 


2,081 


438,000 


Jan.-June, 
1916. 


KtB 


1,834 
12,643 

3,580 

1,687 
4,644 
3,831 

6,740 


1.832 
3,106 

63,900 

7,855 

12,518 
14,279 
29,588 

4,000 

79,600 

6,207,833 

713,200 

17,366 


3,537 


4,315 
82 

809 

76 

3,315 

91 

633 

6,011 

17,734 

4,825 
105 
193 

2,124 
21,600 

44,628 
3,774 

21,735 
4,283 

.2,416 


280,000 


170,667 

80,667 

221,267 

418, 130 

137,734 

28,933 

1,068.400 

396,400 

71,067 

139,867 

36,000 

20,133 

1,150,066 

1,011,333 

132,133 

44,667 

38,133 

1,887 

190,800 

708,100 

1,449,733 

1,624,400 

1,350.370 

1,239.540 

188.534 

150.287 

21,587 

29,773 

192.652 

10.649 

294,000 

1,005,400 

14,019 

14,907 

220 

490 

30.796 

36,008 

5,409 

6,646 

2,467,466 

1,227,467 

Articles. 


roKiiaK  oooDs— contd. 

Foreign  sundries— Contd. 

Dyes,  colors,  and  paints- 
Aniline value..      tll,546 

Indigo,    artiticial, 
pounds 144,267 

Enaineled  ware- 
Basins dozen..  3,577 

Bowls,  cups,  and  mugs, 
do»en...V. ^..        1,744 

Fish,   dried  and  salt, 
pounds 6,968,276 

Flour,  wheat pounds. .      -22, 400 

Ginseng— 

American do 2,251 

Japanese do 1,715 

Korean do....  252 

Olue,  cow do....       183,333 

Hate,  felt doien..         1,4W 

Lamps   and    lampware, 
value $12,564 

Looking  glasses  and  mir- 
rors, pieces 96,110 

Leather,caw pounds..      202.366 

Matches,  Japanase..groas..  1,048,493 

Match-making   material: 
Wax,  par^Ui.. pounds..      366,267 

Milk,  condensed,  in  tins, 
dozen 12,756 

Medicines value..       $69,416 

Molasses,    solidified, 
pounds 96,133 

Needles mlUe..  60 

Oil,  koroaene— 

American gallons..   3,379,378 

Bomoo do 93,857 

Japanese do 62,385 

Sumatra do....  1,629.916 

Rattan pounds..      398,000 

Sandalwood do....      297,467 

Singlets  and  drawers, 
dozen 11,478 

Socks.cotton dozen..        17,215 

Soda,  ash pounds..   1,178,266 

Spiriteof  wta>e...gaUotts..        64,961 

Sugar- 
Brown pounds..       147.866 

White do....      296.800 

Refined do....       606,867 

Tobacco,  leaf do....      381,600 

Umbrellas pieces..        71,750 

Wines,  etc.— 
Ales  and  beer,quart  bot- 
tles  dozen.. 

Brandy,  whisky,etc.,in 
battles dozen.. 

CmNESE  GOODS. 

Cotton  goods: 

Shirtings,   gray,   plain, 
pieces 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain, 
pieces 

Cloth,  striped pieces. . 

Nankeens pounds. 

Yams do... 

Chinese  sundries: 

Bean  cake tons. 

Beans- 
Black do... 

Green do... 

White do.... 

Yellow do, 

Cereals— 

Rice do 

Wheit do.... 

Cotton,  raw do. 

Fibers- 
Ramie do. 

Hemp do. 

Fish ,  dried  andsalt .  do . 

Flour,  mill do. 

Groundnuts do * 


Jan.-June, 
1915. 


Jan.-June, 
1916. 


1,496 
1,921 

SO 

4.298 

5,290 

186,000 

226,067 

139,196 

1,161 

4,539 

2,313 

20,274 

27,122 
378 
469 

1,733 
447 
1,801 
7,393 
15,364 


$11,453 

1,781 

1,955 

4,447.467 
156,400 

3,307 

469 

615 

74,933 

627 


117,681 

0 

990,051 

303,000 

11,411 

$71,286 

6,635,500 


1,922,067 


63,845 
682,874 
256,933 
110,533 

34.900 
34,925 
865,867 
87,364 

30.667 

2,160,867 

1,835.200 

20,133 

53,557 


2,428 
3,327 

360 

4.409 

2,030 

133.567 

98,000 

138,151 

986 
2,040 
1,031 

17,04'J 

103,556 
436 
474 

26,68t 

377 

1,059 

9,735 

9,735 
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Articles. 


CHtKESE  GOODS— contd. 

Chinese  sundries —Contd. 

Lily  llO'A  ors,  Uric  J. .  tons . . 

Modii'iues value. . 

Oil  - 

Bean tons.. 

Grottndnut , do 

Wood do 

Sam.'iliu do 


Jao^ont, 
nu. 


156 
tW,288 

S2 

1,77« 

ISO 

l,3W 


Jan.-Jiiiw, 
1916.      " 


174 
n>,U9 

12 

608 

» 

2,090 


Aitielas. 


CHIKXSB  GOODS— Oimtd. 

Chinese  sundries — OonWl 
SainsliD,medicat«d.toiu. 

Beed.swamom do... 

811k  ptoce  goods.pounds. 

Tea,blaek do... 

Tobacco,  leaf. tans. 

Vennicdli do... 


}ao.-JaBe, 


124 

3M 
JM.tM 

an,aa» 

1,N7 


lUL-Iune, 
UU. 


s 

IK 

R9,JB 

8K 

1,» 


The  Ei^ort.  Trade. 

Increases  were  made  ia  the  following  articles  of  export.  Bags, 
bamboo  and  bamboo  ware,  coarse  chinaware,  fine  grass  cloth,  liquid 
indigo,  nankeens,  oranges,  samshu,  and  vermiceUi  and  macaroni. 
Decreases  took  place  iu  the  following  itetos:  Cott<»i  clothing,  due  to 
falling  off  of  import  of  cotton  goods  and  of  dyes,  fresh  eggs,  paper 
fans,  potato  flour,  eoaree  grass  cloth,  groundnut  oil,  paper  of  all 
kinds,  brown  and  white  sugars,  black  and  green  teas,  and  vegetables. 

The  principal  articles  exported  through  the  Maritime  Customs  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1815  and  1916  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


I*o.-Jai>e, 
191S. 


JaD.-Juna, 
1916. 


IrtWas. 


Jaa.-JiiBS,  I  Jm.-Jaat, 

mi.        mt. 


Bags  of  all  kinds.....pieoe3. 
Bamboo  and  bambooware, 

value 

Capoor  cutchery tons. . 

Cluiiaware,  ooarse do — 

ClottUng,  cotton. .  .pounds.. 

Coeliies,  (raah tons. . 

Cuttlefish do.... 

Eggs,  fresh value.. 

Fans,  paper nieoa). . 

Feathers,  duck,  fowl,  «t«., 

tons 

Fibers, ]uu>  skin tons.. 

Fin  craolnra  and  Afaworks, 

tons.... ,. 

Flour: 

potato torn.. 

Rice do.... 

Oarltc do 

Orassclotb: 

Coarse pouad*.. 

Fine do 

Groundnuts  (paanois), 

tons 

IndiRO,  liquid tons.. 

Iron  pans do.... 

Ironware do 

Joss  stick do 

Molasses do — 

Nankeens pounds.. 


t,iK 


«8B,200 


MB,  114 

•M,38S 

302 

190 

2,414 

2,840 

17S,73B 

92,000 

i,we 

1,308 

24 

09 

271,923 

m,8S7 

1,193,921) 

81»,222 

144 
S79 

131 

2,84« 

487 

3,4«3 

112,983 
313.334 

33S 
S3& 
704 
382 
fi98 
OS 
MB,  400 


194 
396 

201 

1,%3 

588 

3,837 

O6.400 

448,933 

223 
49« 
698 
380 
413 


229,733 


on,  groundnot togas., 

Oranges,  tresh do.... 

Paper: 

First  qualitT tons.. 

Second  quality do. . . . 

ioss do 

PerslmuKKis,  dried... do 

Pottery,  eartbeoware, 

tons , 

Fnserves tons.. 

Ramie  thread  and  twine, 

tons 

JEUce,    bollad    and    dried, 

tons 

Samsbu tsM.. 

Sugar: 

Bnnra d».... 

White do.... 

Tea: 

Black pounds., 

Omn do..., 

Tinfoil tans.. 

Tobacco,  pr^Ntred ...  do ... . 
Turnip,  salted  and  dried, 

tons 

Vtietables,    frssb,    dried, 

and  salted tans.. 

VcfBiicelli  and  macanml, 

tons 


1,253 
9,351 

1.196 

2,191 

1,803 

382 

5,128 
930 


734 

17,389 
7.IS2 

253,668 

«I,733 

9) 


1,992 
«,746 


i.on 

9,4N 

1,1« 
2,162 
1,SM 

m 

SSI 
279 

m 

Kt 

ll,9iS 
5,873 

227,887 

38,8(7 

81 

ta 

1,6U 

1,991 

827 


BhippiiiK  Btatistios. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  steamers  enter- 
ing and  clearing  the  port  during  the  1916  period,  oompared  with 
1915,  as  shown  by  the  following  figures: 


Janaanr-Juna,  1915. 

Janiia(y-7aBS,»l«L 

Flag. 

Nombar. 

Toas. 

Hvnber. 

Teas. 

American..... 

4 

6,585 

Danish 

2 

172 
50 
65 

5.W 

British 

737 
19 

214 
98 
SO 

898,  B2 

28  280 

284,TM 

lOl.SW 

a9,«B2 

lAOOS 

10.384 

Japanese 

»,ea 

Norwegian 

51,9S8 

Cbinese 

a,m 

Total 

1,122 

1,310,758 

1,988 

1,»I,W 
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irOBWAT  TO  SECEIVE  mCSEASEB  AIXOTHEKT  OF  TIBES. 

[Consal  General  B.  Baldeman  Dennlson,  Chrlstlanla,  Aue.  22.] 

Under  on  arrangement  made  with  the  British  authorities,  all 
automobile  tires  are  imported  into  Norway  tlirough  London  and 
consigned  only  to  the  Koyal  Automobile  Club,  Christiania.  The 
club  distributes  the  tires  to  the  dealers,  who  are  obliged  to  give  guar- 
anties that  they  are  to  be  used  only  in  Norway. 

Practically  ail  the  automobiles  imported  are  now  of  American  make 
and  must  be  shipped  without  rubber  tires.  There  is  a  great  dearth 
of  tires  in  the  market,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  i^ortage  wiU  be  only 
temporary.  The  greatly  increased  demand  for  automobiles  on  ac- 
count of  the  present  Norwegian  prosperity  has  made  it  hard  to  ob- 
tain enough  rubber  tires  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the  trade. 
ConfereBM  Betnlti  In  Xxteaclon  of  Unit 

Last  October  the  automobile  club  succeeded  in  obtaining  permis- 
sion to  import  9,000  automobile  tires,  4,800  mot(n>  tubes,  and  800 
motorcycle  tires  during  the  current  year.  At  that  time  the  quantity 
was  deemed  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  countoy.  The  prosperous 
times,  however,  upset  all  calculations.  While  on  January  1,  1916, 
there  were  registered  in  Norway  only  1,520  automobiles,  the  num- 
ber has  now  increased  to  2,084,  and  it  has  become  apparent  that  the 
automobile  supplies  for  which  licenses  had  been  obtained  will  not 
last  through  the  year.  The  secretary  of  the  automobile  dub  recently 
was  sent  to  London  to  confer  with  the  authorities  there  an  the  fub- 
}ect,  and  has  succeeded  now.  in  getting  the  limit  extended  en  tires, 
motidr  tubesj  and  motorcycle  tires. 

The  distribution  of  the  goods  will  be  handled  jointly  by  ih»  dub 
and  the  Rubber  Importers'  Association,  organized  under  the  auspices 
of  the  club.  For  every  new  tire  delivered  an  old  worn-out  one  must 
be  turned  in  to  the  club. 


EITBOPEAH  WA&  AFFECTS  CLAY  MISIHa. 

Curtailment  of  American  imports  of  hish-grade  fire  clay  from 
Germany  as  a  result  of  the  war  m  Europe  has  seriously  affected  the 
manufacture  of  crucibles  and  lead  poidls  in  this  conntnr.  The 
United  States  Qeological  Survey,  in  reporting  this  state  of  affairs, 
says  that  efforts  have  been  suec^sful  in  locating  a  dconestic  supply 
of  days  suitable  for  use  in  these  industries  in  Aricansas,  Illinds, 
Missouri,  and  Ohio. 

Clay  mining  in  1916  was  more  proR>erous,  especially  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  than  in  1914,  the  quantity  of  clay  marketed 
being  2,362,954  short  tons,  valued  at  ^,971,941,  an  Increase  of  159,094 
tons  in  quantity  and  ^15,373  in  value  over  1914.  Fire  day  is  the 
moat  important  variety  of  clay,  1,570,481  tons  bdng  reported  for 
1915,  valued  at  $2,361,482,  an  increase  of  161,014  tons  and  $214,205 
over  1914.  There  were  28,031  tons  of  domestic  kaolin,  the  purest 
form  of  clay,  marketed  in  1915,  valued  at  $241,520,  a  small  decrease 
from  1914. 

The  imports  of  clay  decreased  considerably  in  quantity  and  value, 
and  were  the  smallest  in  quantity  since  1908  and  the  lowest  in  value 
since  1905. 
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GLUE  MABEETS  IH  HALT  ANB  SWITZEALAirD. 

[Consul  B.  Harvey  Carroll,  Jr.,  Venice,  Italy,  June  20.] 

The  manufacture  of  glue  has  practically  ceased  in  the  Venice  dis- 
trict. Formerly  a  large  factory  was  located  at  Piazzola  sul  Brenta, 
but  it  is  stated  by  the  director  that  for  several  years  the  glue-making 
plant  has  not  been  in  operation,  although  the  making  of  chemical 
fertilizers  is  continued. 

The  best  classes  of  fish  glue  were  formerly  imported  from  Russia. 
That  country  also  supplied  some  of  the  materials  for  the  hide  and 
bone  glue.  The  war  has  prevented  access  to  this  material,  because 
Venice  is  a  closed  port  and  because  the  necessary  trade  routes  do  not 
now  exist.  The  war  has  also  greatly  affected  the  imports  of  fer- 
tilizers, formerly  the  largest  class  imported  into  this  district  by  sea 
routes.  The  fact  that  filing  in  the  Adriatic  from  this  port  is  pro- 
hibited would  to  some  extent  affect  the  supply  of  raw  material,  and 
the  great  demand  for  leather  may  also  have  an  influence. 

District  Ho  Longer  Ships  Olne  to  America. 

This  district  no  longer  ships  glue  to  America,  but  rather  is  in  the 
position  to  seek  from  America  a  part  of  the  raw  material  or  finished 
product  to  supply  the  deficiencies  from  other  sources. 

"  Strong"  (forte)  ^lue  is  classified  under  No.  443a  of  the  Italian 
tariff,  and  duty  is  levied  on  gross  weight,  including  packing,  and  Ls 
charged  at  the  rate  of  4  gold  lire  per  quintal  of  220.46  pounds,  gen- 
eral rate,  but  the  United  States,  by  reason  of  the  most-favored-nation 
clause,  enjoys  the  privilege  of  Italy's  preferential  tariff — 2  gold  lire 
per  quintal,  gross  weight  (lire=$0.193). 

Fish  glue  is  classed  under  No.  443d,  and  the  details  mentionetl 
also  apply  to  this  article,  though  the  rate  of  duty  levied  is  different. 
For  real  fish  glue  the  general  and  preferential  rate  is  15  gold  lire 

Eer  c|uintal;  imitation  fish  glue  and  gelatin  classed  under  the  same 
eading  enjoy  a  preferential  rate  of  10  gold  lire  per  quintal. 

Xethod  of  Extraction  from  Animal  Tissues. 

The  method  usually  adopted  in  this  country  for  the  extraction  of 
glue  from  animal  tissues  is  one  of  prolonged  ebullition  with  water. 
The  principal  animal  substances  suitable  for  the  extraction  of  glue, 
and  therefore  called  colloidal,  are  bones,  hoofs,  skin,  cartilage,  con- 
nective tissue,  and  the  natatory  vesicles  of  fish.  Not  all  of  these  give 
products  perfectly  equal  in  their  composition.  From  the  cartilage 
the  product  is  called  "condrina,"  and  from  the  bones  gliadin  or 
gluten.  These  two  substances  have  similar  physical  properties,  in 
that  they  can  not  be  crystallized,  become  swollen  if  placed  in  cold 
water,  melt  in  hot  water,  and  on  cooling  down  become  a  gelatinous 
mass.  They  differ  in  some  chemical  properties,  and  in  adhesive 
power,  which  is  greater  in  the  gluten.  Neitiier  from  a  technical  nor 
from  a  commercial  point  of  view  is  the  distinction  important,  as  the 
yarious  qualities  of  glue  on  the  market  contain  both. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schuiz,  Berne,  Bwltzerland,  7uDc  S.] 
Operations  of  Paetory  TTnaifected  by  War. 

There  is  but  one  glue  factory  in  the  Berne  consular  district  Its 
operations  have  not  been  affected  by  the  war.  The  products,  it  is 
stated,  are  sold  direct  to  Swiss  consumers.  It  buys  practically  its 
entire  stock  of  raw  materials  in  Switzerland. 
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This  country  reported'  about  $80,000  worth  of  fish  glue  to  the 
United  States  in  1914.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  glue  prices 
have  increased  about  10  per  cent.  Prices  vary  from  $15  to  $22  for 
220  pounds,  as  furnished  to  bi^  consumers  and  dealers.  Dniggists 
sell  glue  in  plates  of  different  weights  and  sizes  to  the  smell  consumer, 
their  prices  varying  from  $0.20  to  $0.50  per  plate.  A  German  product 
known  as  Cologne  glue,  which  is  on  the  market,  is  of  about  the  same 
price. 

Glue  manufacturenr  complain  of  a  scarcity  of  raw  material.  This 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that  Swiss  manufacturers  generally  are  now 
buying  in  home  markets  instead  of  foreign  mariccte. 

Amonnt  of  frodaetfoa  vt  XoetH  Plsat 

The  glue  works  here  produce  22,000  pounds  of  glue  monthly, 
chiefly  bone  glue.  At  times  this  company  mixes  bone  and  hide  glue. 
The  cmly  otatt  product  manufactured  by  the  concern  is  a  so-called 
gelatin  ^ue,  the  demand  for  which,  however,  seems  limited.  The 
company  is  paying  $3.50  per  200  pounds  fw  bones  and  $^..85  per  220 
pounds  for  leather  scrape.  Thie  is  an  increoae  of  about  45  per  cent 
during  the  war. 

The  duty  on  glue  for  shoemakers,  called  glue  of  Vienna,  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  Swiss  Customs  Tariff  No.  1074,  $1.15  por  220  pounds;  on 
fflue  fer  joiners,  painters,  and  plasterers,  aceordiog  to  Na  1075, 
|0.48;  CO.  gelatin.  Mo.  1076,  fish  glue,  $1.35,  and  on  glue,  liquid  or  in 
powder,  No.  1077,  $1.16. 

TVLT  XAKKST  COHOXTIOirS  JS  ECVAPOB. 

[Consul  Oenenl  Fradtrlc  W.  OmUsc,  QoaTMirtl,  A.V0. 0.] 

During  July  the  price  of  $12.71  for  arriba  saperior  caeao  was 
iqaintained  by  the  agricultural  association,  which  reo^ved  moet  of 
the  cacao  durmg  the  month.  The  difficulties  and  uncertainty  of  ex- 
ports continued.  The  shipments  for  the  month  in  pounds  were: 
France,  638,322;  Netherlands,  4,500,185;  Spain,  535,558;  United 
Kingdom,  5,754,172 j  United  States,  1,918,039;  total,  13,346,276. 

Coffee  prices,  owing  to  receipts  of  the  new  cr<^,  were  $7.20  for 
firat  grade  and  $6.78  for  second  grade  per  100  pounds.  The  ship- 
atesits  for  the  month  were :  Chile  14,374  pounds,  and  Panama  148.938 
pounds,  totaling  163,312  pounds. 

Rubber  prices  were  $25.42  for  maromas  and  $21.19  for  hojas  per 

?uintal  (101.4  pounds),  Spain  purchasing  2,116  pounds  and  tht> 
Inited  States  2.127  pounds. 

The  market  lor  hides  was  firm,  with  a  decided  advance  in  prices, 
quotations  being  $17.80  for  serranos,  $16.95  for  criollos,  and  $8.47  for 
picados.  The  exports  were:  United  Kingd<wn,  34,152  pounds,  and 
United  States,  251,939  pounds. 

The  tagna  market  was  very  weak,  with  prices  declining.  Quota- 
tions on  shelled  nuts  were  $0.81.  TTie  shipments  were:  France, 
111,338  pounds;  Spain,  22,708  pounds,  and  United  Statw,  123.011 
pounds. 

The  imports  during  the  month  amounted  to  60,703  packajires. 
weighing  12,344  tons,  and  by  countries  were:  From  Canal  Zone.  Ki 
patfages;  Chile,  785;  Cuba,  1;  France,  542;  NetherlandK,  94;  Ita:... 
I49I;  Japan,  38;  Panama,  9;  Peru,  261;  Spain,  2,817;  United  Kii»g- 
dom,  8,061;  and  United  States,  46,821. 
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IMPOBTAKT  HTDBOELECTBIC  FBOJECTS  IN  FBANCE. 

[Consul  Tbomas  D.  Davis,  Grenoble,  Aug.  10.] 

Interest  in  hydroelectric  development  in  the  Grenoble  district  has 
been  revived  by  the  movement  recently  initiated  by  the  Grenoble 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  attract  new  industries  to  this  part  of 
France.  It  is  thought  that  the  time  is  opportune  to  call  to  public 
attention  the  industrial  advantages  the  Dauphine  has  to  offer,  and  a 
systematic  plan  of  gathering  and  disseminatmg  information  is  bein^ 
worked  out.  "VVTiil®  other  advantages  and  resources  will  be  include(£ 
the  hydroelectric  possibilities  are  to  be  given  chief  prominence.  If 
the  enthusiasm  that  marked  the  launching  of  the  movement  is  main- 
tained, important  results  will  undoubtedly  be  achieved. 

Water-Power  Development  Has  Steadily  Progrcised. 

The  development  of  water  power  along  modem  lines  commenced 
here  about  1860,  and  reached  important  proportions  in  1900.  Since 
then  it  has  steadily  progressed.  There  are  now  in  the  Department 
of  the  Isere  11  important  companies  utilizing  water  power  in  the 
manufacture  of  electrochemical  and  electrometallurgical  products 
of  various  kinds.  These  companies  own  13  generating  plants,  which 
with  enlargements  in  course  of  construction  will  give  a  normal  out- 
put of  81^500  horsepower.  This  does  not  include  numerous  com- 
panies which  have  generating  plants  of  less  than  800  horsepower  each. 
There  are  also  10  industrial  companies  formed  to  utilize  Alpine 
water  power  and  deliver  it  to  consumers.  This  group  owns  18  gen- 
erating plants  representing.a  normal  total  of  88,830  horsepower, 
which  is  consumed  within  a  radius  of  125  miles. 

Seven  generating  plants  which  are  now  under  construction  will 
have  an  aggregate  output  of  about  47,400  horsepower.  Seven  other 
projects  with  an  estimated  output  of  98,000  horsepower  are  said  to  be 
on  the  eve  of  being  constructed. 

Knmerons  Projects  for  Creation  of  Hew  Plants. 

In  addition  to  the  plants  mentioned  there  already  exist  in  the  two 
Savoies  and  the  Department  of  the  Hautes  Alpes,  many  electric  sta- 
tions consuming,  or  transmitting  to  a  distance,  energy  furnished  by 
the  water  courses  of  the  Alps.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total  produc- 
tion of  these  will  reach  far  above  100,000  horsepower.  In  these  same 
regions  numerous  projects  for  the  creation  of  new  electric  plants  are 
being  studied.  These  contemplated  installations  will  represent  an 
ag^egate  mean  production  of  about  265,000  horsef^ower. 

The  expense  of  installing  main  trunk  lines  varies  from  10,000  to 
12,000  francs,  reaching  in  some  cases  15,000  francs  per  kilometer 
($3,106,  $3,727j  and  $4,659  per  mile).  While  the  cost  of  installation 
of  the  branch  lines  vanes  also  according  to  the  nature  and  tension  of 
the  current  and  the  total  horsepower  furnished,  it  is  generally  between 
1,500  and  2,000  francs  per  kilometer  ($465  and  $620  per  mile). 

To  Find  Solntlon  in  Water  Transportation. 

One  condition  recognized  as  very  unfavorable  to  the  plan  to  make 
Grenoble  rival  the  region  of  Luneville  and  Nancy  as  an  industrial 
center  is  the  lack  of  cheap  and  adequate  transportation  facilities. 
This  hns  seriously  handicapped  the  industrial  development  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMmBCE  BEPOBTa  105S 

section,  and  nnidi  ef  ort  has  been  expended  in  Use  hope  of  overcom- 
ing that  deficiency,  but  with  little  success.  Water  transportation  is 
recognized  as  the  solution,  and  since  actiTity  has  been  renewed  in 
T^ard  to  the  projected  construction  of  a  canal  lateral  to  the  Rhone, 
Grenoble  capitabsts  have  discussed  the  possibility  of  making  the 
Isere  navigable  from  its  jtmetioa  with  the  ptopoaed  Bhone  Canal. 
The  current  of  the  Isere  River  is  about  4  miles  an  hour,  and  the 
bottom  is  said  to  change  constantly,  owing  to  the  great  quantity 
of  soil  and  sand  carriea  down  by  its  waters.  The  volume  of  water 
becomes  rather  small  during  th«  winter  months,  as  it  is  fed  by  melt- 
ing snow  from  the  mountains. 

If  the  campaign  that  has  been  begim  results  in  the  carrying  out 
of  the  projects  mentioned  and  in  the  expected  industrial  revival  of 
this  section,  a  large  part  of  the  machinery  and  electrical  snpplies 
that  will  be  required  will  have  to  be  imported. 

gpeelfle  Project*  WhJdi  Arc  KMetvixr  AtteatiM. 

Industrial  companies  whidi  axe  organized  to  exploit  Alpine  water 

power  are; 

Societ*  Gfn#r»le<l*  Force  et  Lmnifere,  37  Rn«  DWerot,  Grenoble,  Isere, 
France ;  Soci*t*  Hydrf>-Electrl<i»e  cte  Pbare  et  Morjte  et  de  Vlzille,  34  bi8  Boule- 
vard Gambetta,  Grenoble;  Socl(^t6  des  Forces  Moo-lpw  «Ja  Hatit  Greslvawlao, 
26  Rue  du  LycOe,  Grenoble,  l8«r«,  France;.  SocUJte  Hydro-Electrlque  de  I'Eau- 
d'Olle.  46  Bonlevard  OAMbetta,  Oreaebier  France;  Society  des  Forces  Motrlces 
du  Verconrs,  OrenoMe,  France;  SoclWft  des  Forces  Motrlces  et  de  rEclairaRC 
de  la  vllle  tie  Grennbte,  CiTenobte..  Fmwce;  Socl*tft  d'Knergte  Electrique  de 
Gjrenoble- Voiron,  Velron  and  Grenoble,  France;  Society  hydro-41ectrlque  du 
Gulers,  Grenoble,  France;  8ocl«*  Hydro-Electrlqne  Haute-Bourne,  10  Rue 
■Doetenr-Maeet,  Grenoble,  France. 

Hydroelectric  plants  in  process  of  construction  are : 

Plant  of  Fond  de  France  (S«ci^t6  Otoftrale  *  Fwree  et  Lumltee),  8.000 
ftorsepower;  plant  of  the  Curtlllard  (f?ocl4t5  du  Br<kln  et  de  la  Grande- Val- 
lolre),  4,400  horsepower;  Tendn  (SocWtS  Hydro-Electrirrne  de  Tendn),  3,0(K> 
horsepower;  plant  of  the  Rlvler-<l'Alleraont  (SociC-te  Hydro-Electrhjue  de  I'Eau- 
d'OUe),  15,000  horsepower ;  La  Balrae  plant  (Hoci^t^  Hydro-£lectrlq«e  de  lu 
Haute  Bourne),  4,000  hwrsepower. 

Hydroelectric  plants  on  the  poiat  of  being  construeted  sre : 

Project  of  the  Saut-^lu-BColne,  plant  at  Pont-<le-Clats  (suburb  of  Grenoble), 
15,000  horsepower;  project  of  the  Drac  Infi^rteur,  plant  at  Grenoble,  15.(K!t> 
horsepower;  project  of  the  Venfion,  10,000  horsepower;  project  of  the  Vernes, 
plant  at  Uvet,  3,000  horsepower;  project  of  St.-Georges-de-Coninilers,  ne.tr 
Grenoble,  25,000  hors^wwer ;  project  of  Saint  Gervnis-sur-Isere,  near  Grenoble, 
20,000  horsepower;  project  of  the  Bnsse-Isere,  down  the  Isere  from  Romans, 
10,000  horsepower. 

Constmetlon  Work  Whioh  Hay  be  ITadertaken. 

Hydroelectric  plants  whose  construction  is  contemplated  are: 

Falls  of  Salnte  Foy,  near  Bourg-Salnt-Maurlce,  estlniatetl  20,000  horsepower 
(to  Tarentalse) ;  Falls  of  Algneblanche,  above  Albertvllle  (by  Grenoble  capi- 
talists), from  20,000  to  40,000  horsepower  (Tarentalse)  ;  Falls  of  TermlgDon 
(In  Maurlenne),  8,000  horsepower;  Falls  of  I'Arc,  between  La  Madeleine  and 
BonvUlaret  (by  Socl6t6  Francalse  des  Nitrates,  a  company  newly  organized), 
from  12,000  to  60,000  horsepower  (Maurlenne)  ;  Falls  of  the  Neuvache  (by  M. 
J.  Delamarche),  15,(X)0  horsepower  (Manrienne).  In  the  valley  of  the  Du- 
rance— Fans  of  Presles,  15,000  horsepower;  Falls  of  Savines,  15,000  horse- 
fower;  Falls  of  Serre-Poncon,  15,000  to  00,000  horsepower;  Falls  of  Carbans, 
17,000  to  60,000  hca-aepower;  Falls  of  ChAteau-Amoux,  7,000  to  20,000  horse- 
power ;  Falls  of  the  Basse  Durance,  20,000  to  50,000  horsepower. 
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AMEBICAH  COHSTJLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  AB8EHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  «iid 
commercial  orCTJiizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respectiTe 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Port. 

Ezpir»- 
tiooor 
Teooe. 

Address. 

ChofDo,  Cblna 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

HaTie,  Franoo 

St.  Oail,  Switzerland.. 
Bristol,  England...... 

Oct.    1 
...do.... 
8ept.  30 
Oct.   14 
Oct.  a 
Not.    1 

Oalensjin. 

Hftieltinfl.  Ross 

Department  of  State,  Washhuton,  S.  C. 
C/o  University  Qub,  Kansas  City,  H^ 
Essex,  Iowa. 

Lalng,  James  Oliver 

Laonaid.  Walter  A 

Osbome,  John  BaU 

Pike  William  J        

"Do.                      '              "     ' 

UOO  Eotaw  Place  Baltimore  Ud. 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson.... 
Mastwson,  William  W.a.... 

Puerto     P&ta,     Do- 
minican Republic 
Durban,  South  Africa. 

Oct     I 
Sept.  30 

C/o  HalloweU  &  beniy,  27  Fine  SlreM, 
New  York  aty. 

*  Consul  Masteraon  informs  the  Burea«  tliat  he  will  be  In  New  York  City  tron  Sat  K 
to  30,  during  which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  Interested  In  South  Atrlaa 
rommerclal  matters.  Communications  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  offlce. 
Room  409,  Customhouse,  New  lork  City. 


AOENTS  OF  AlIEBICAir  FZBKS  IN  EASTERN  OBEECE. 
[Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Weddell,  Athens,  Aug.  11.] 

For  some  time  past  the  Athens  consulate  general  has  maintained  a 
card  index  of  the  names  of  local  agents  of  American  firms,  under  a 
cross-entry  OTstem.  It  has  not  been  possible,  however,  to  make  this 
list  as  complete  as  it  should  be,  despite  a  notice  concerning  it  that 
appeared  in  Cobimerce  Reports  some  months  ago,  wherein  .^erican 
commercial  houses  were  requested  to  notify  this  office  of  the  names 
of  their  representatives.  In  an  endeavor  to  perfect  this  list  there  is 
now  added  to  the  consulate  general's  replies  to  inquiries  from  the 
United  States  a  paragraph  somewhat  as  follows : 

This  office  keeps  a  card  Index  of  agents  of  American  firms  in  this  territory 
nnd  endeavors  to  cooperate  with  them  in  building  up  American  trade.  Perhaps 
li't  the  event  that  yon  make  an  agency  arrangement  for  Oils  district  yon  may 
see  proper  to  notify  this  offlce  so  that  Inquiries  may  be  referred  to  your  repre- 
sentotlves ;  might  It  not  be  In  your  interest  to  have  your  representative  call  on 
ilie  wTlter  with  a  view  to  discussing  the  possibilities  of  the  market? 

American  firms  having  a  representative  in  the  Athens  district  are 
again  requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  notifying  this  office. 

Electric  Plant  for  Colombian  Town. 

The  municipal  council  of  the  district  of  Pueblorrico  in  the  Ik- 

Eartment  of  Antioquia  has  been  given  officiaf  authorization,  in  the 
>iario  Oficial  of  July  31,  to  contract  a  loan  for  $10,000  gdd,  for 
the  installation  of  an  electric  plant. 

Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnston,  of  Kingston,  reports  that  the  publica- 
tion of  his  article  on  "  Opportunity  for  American  Molasses  in  Can- 
ada," in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  8. 1916,  has  led  to  the  placing 
of  an  order  for  a  carload  of  American  molasses  by  a  firm  in  that 
Ontario  city. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  OailUMJUrT  SUmiBS  AXB  COKSTBUCTION. 

[Correspondcaee  rtwiH  be  dlnet  with  the  oOom  aaaied.  and  specifleattoos  eaa  owiAlly 
to  «MaiBed  at  tte  potato  where  tbe  looda  are  to  be  delivered  or  tbe  work  Is  tp  be  per- 
formed, la  eases  waere  tbe  tine  Hadt  li  too  short  to  permit  Anna  to  sabmit  teDders,  they 
should  osk  to  be  placed  oo  tbe  Balllns  lists  «t  sod  effleos  to  recelre  Botices  calUag  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navji  Department  gupplici,  No.  3591. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Axx»unts,  Navy  Departmeot,  Washington, 
D.  C,  to  which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply, 
giving  schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  135, 
automobile  ambulances;  schedule  136,  silk  cloth  for  cartridge  bags,  and 
No.  1  ingot  copper ;  schedule  137,  electric  bal:e  ovens ;  schedule  138,  turret- 
turning  motors;  schedule  139,  emery  grinders,  woodworker's  lathes,  drill 
motor-driven  presses,  30-Inch  motor-driven  band  saws,  and  motor-drlven- 
•aw  tables;  schedule  141,  foel  flasks,  spare  parts  for  torpedoes,  bronse 
-rings,  and  wrenches;  schedule  142,  electrically  operated  Ice-cream  freezers, 
electrically  operated  food  and  meat  grinders,  electrically  (verated  dishwash- 
ing machines,  electrically  operated  dough-tntxing  machines,  electrically 
operated  kitchen  and  cake  machines,  electrically  operated  potato  peelers, 
and  hand-<9erated  butter  slicers;  stiiedule  143,  water-tube  boilers;  scbed- 
Ble  144,  rattan  brooms,  dtarges  for  fla«  exttoculahers,  paint  drier,  f-inch 
robber  garden  hose,  hydraulic  leather,  powdered  alamlnnm  sulphate,  i- 
pound  balls  of  cotton  twine,  sheet  cork  wood,  sheet  lead,  and  black  sheet 
steel ;  schedule  145,  semifinished  steel  bolts  and  nuts,  unfinished  steel  bolts 
aud  nuts,  and  semifinished  steel  nuts ;  sehedule  146,  1-gnllou  tin  paint  cans, 
1-pint  tin  paint  cans,  crocus  cloth,  emery  cloth,  adjustable  hacksaw  frames, 
4-pound  boat  grapnels,  bronze  coat  and  hat  hooka,  brass  cup  hooks,  snap 
books  with  rings,  cylinder  brass  locks,  padlocks,  spring  brass  cotter  pins, 
galvanized  paint  pots^  hammock  rings,  and  Iron  or  steel  washers ;  schedule 
147,  semifinished  brass  bolts  and  nnts,  -tk-iDtA  phosphor  bronze  chain, 
sheet  commercial  brass,  and  sheet  phosphor  bronze;  schedule  14S,  wiping 
cotton  rags,  loofa  sponges,  28-tnoh  turklsh  towellnfc  and  scoop  slM)veIs; 
schedule  149,  composition  pipe  fittings,  }-incb  steam  traps,  unfinished  com- 
position unions,  tow-pressure  'brass  gate  valves,  and  low-pressure  brass 
dieck  and  cross  valves ;  scliedule  150,  telephone  cable  and  single  conductor 
wire ;  schedule  151,  shrunk  blue  denim ;  schedule  152,  steel  springs ;  sched- 
ule 153,  firsts  and  seconds  mahogany;  schedule  154,  dislnfector;  schedule 
156,  catsup,  cocoa,  hops,  mackerel,  tinned  salmon,  salt,  and  tea  In  half 
chests;  schedule  1.56,  furnishing  anid  erecting  steel  flagstaff;  schetlule  157, 
gasoline  truck-s ;  schedule  158,  railroad  tank  car,  railroad  tyjie  platform 
scale,  and  steel  tanks;  schedule  159,  portable  or  knock-down  house;  and 
schedule  160,  electric  i)ortabIe  drills,  bench  portable  grinders,  and  serew- 
cnttlng  lathes. 

Grease,  No.  3592. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  OflSce  of  Depot 
Quariermaster,  115-128  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  III.,  until  September 
21,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  2,000  pounds  of  Helmet  or  equal 
grease  In  barrels. 

Pott-offlcc  conttruction.  No.  3593. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  I>«'partinent,  Washington,  D.  C, 
unto  Oct€*>er  28,  1916,  for  tbe  extension,  remodeling,  etc.,  of  the  post  offlee 
•t  Boise,  Idaho.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  applica< 
tioB  t«  tbe  above  office. 

Hire  of  tchoonert,  No.  8504. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Llgbt* 
house  Inqiector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  hire  of  schooners  In  rq>alring  and 
rebuilding  aids  to  nflvigatlon  In  the  waters  of  that  district  Further  in< 
formation  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Mieotrie  elevator.  No.  8695. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Snpe^- 
TMog  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  18,  1916,  for  the  installation,  complete,  of  one  electric  passenger 
levator,  in  the  customhouse,  appraiser's  stores,  and  rourthoose,  Wilming- 
ton, N.  €.,  and  for  three  electric  elevators  In  the  post  ottUf  at  New  Haven, 
OoBB.  Ita'awiDgs  and  specifications  may  be  bad  ou  upi>licatiou  to  the 
thipervlslBg  Architect. 

Eookt,  piket,  and  polet.  No.  S596. — Sealed  prc^xisals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  untQ 
•WtsUber  28,  1010,  tot  famishing  500  hooks,  950  pikes,  aud  500  imles  for 
Wire  pikes.   Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  aI>ove  officer 
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F0BEI6K  XBASE  OFFOBTTJinnES. 

Reserved  nddresiios  maj  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  and  Its  dlatrlet  oMee*.  Beqant 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnalty  masaber. 
The  Barean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslblUty  as  to  the  standbic 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Pint,  itccdle*,  snap  fastcnert,  etc..  No.  22431. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
France  writes  that  a  firm  wishes  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis, 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  pins,  needles,  snap  fasteners, 
etc.    Reference. 

Machinery,  No.  22432. — ^A  firm  in  Mexico  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  would  Ulie  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  ma- 
chines for  making  nails,  wooden  pegs,  wood  screws,  and  toothpicks.  Cor- 
respondence In  English. 

Tailors'  trimmings.  No.  22433. — ^A  lining  merchant  In  the  United  Kingdom  In- 
forms an  American  consular  oflScer  that  he  is  desirous  of  forming  connec- 
tions with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  linings  similar  to 
samples  which  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Re- 
fer to  file  No.  79743.)    Reference. 

fihooks.  No.  22434. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  firm  In  his  district  which  desires  quotations  on  wine-case 
shooks.  Further  information  relative  to  dimensions,  etc,  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  Reference.  Corre- 
spondence in  Spanish. 

Bottles,  No.  22435. — ^A  firm  In  Switzerland  has  Informed  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  would  like  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manafac- 
turers  of  small  glass  bottles  similar  to  samples  which  may  be  In^)ected 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  wants  about 
800,000  bottles.  Prices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English.    (Refer  to  file  No.  79575.) 

Fibers  and  rope,  No.  22436. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  has  trans- 
mitted samples  of  rope  and  fiber  which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau 
and  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  79174.)  It  is  desired  to  find  a 
market  in  the  United  States  for  these  commodities.  Requests  for  further 
iiifonuntiou  concerning  the  fibers  should  be  addressed  to  the  American 
consular  officer. 

Coiicrcfc,  etc.,  No.  22437. — Tlie  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in 
the  United  States  transmitting  tlie  name  and  address  of  a  man  in  Mexico 
who  writes  that  he  expects  to  secure  a  contract  for  tlie  erection  of  30 
roundltouses,  each  house  to  contain  24  stalls.  Payment  w^lll  be  made  in 
American  gold.  The  man  desires  to  have  these  roundhouses  built  of  con- 
crete and  wishes  to  obtain  sample  specifications  for  such  work  and  to  get 
in  touch  with  contractors  who  will  undertake  to  do  the  work. 

Machinery,  No.  22438.— A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  it  is  hi  receipt 
of  on  order  for  fiuting  machines  to  be  used  for  heavy  paper  and  cardboard 
fluting.  Steam  or  oil  heating  Is  to  be  used.  The  machines  are  to  be 
shipped  to  Finland.  The  firm  in  the  Uniteil  States  will  pay  cash  against 
shipping  documents. 

Ambulances,  No.  22439. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  reports  an 
opportunity  for  the  sale  of  four  motor  ambulances.  It  Is  desired  to  secure 
ambulances  to  cost  about  $2,500  each.    Correspondence  may  be  In  EnglisiL 

Drugs,  paints,  and  varnishes.  No.  22440. — ^A  business  man  In  France  writes  that 
he  desires  to  represent  American  monufacturers  and  exporters  of  drugs, 
paints,  and  varnishes.  He  states  that  he  has  large  warehouses  for  storing 
supplies.    References. 

2'oo;«,  No.  22441.— A  piano  company  In  the  United  States  writes  that  Its  re|»e- 
eentative  in  Peru  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufactnreis 
and  exporters  of  tools  for  carpenters.  Catalc^ues,  price  lists,  etc,  should 
be  in  Spanish. 

Tramways,  No.  22442. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturMS 
and  exporters  of  aerial  tramways  and  supplies.  The  firm  will  supply  de- 
tails to  Interested  manufacturers.    Correspondence  In  English. 
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BSmSH  IHPOBT  SESTBICTIONS  ON  FBITIT. 

[Announcement  of  Department  ot  State,  Sept.  18.] 

The  Auaerican  Embassy  at  London  reports  by  cable  that  the 
British  Forei^  Office  has  explained  that  the  import  restrictions 
were  relaxed  in  favor  of  Spanish  Valencia  raisins  on  account  of 
the  failure  of  the  1915  crop,  and  imports  will  be  permitted  to  an 
amount  50  per  cent  greater  than  last  year.  The  relaxation  applies 
only  to  Valencia  raisins  and  not  to  muscatels  or  any  other  kind 
of  Spanish  fruit. 

The  relaxation  of  the  import  restrictions  in  favor  of  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  fruits,  which  are  permitted  to  enter  the  United  Kingdom 
after  September  30,  1916,  or  one  month  earlier  than  the  date  fixed 
for  imports  from  other  countries,  is  explained  by  the  statement 
that  if  the  later  date  were  adhered  to  it  would  cripple  the  fruit 
trade  of  those  countries. 

With  respect  to  American  canned,  bottled,  preserved,  and  dried 
fruits,  the  requirement  that  they  must  reach  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
by  overland  route  in  order  to  be  permitted  entry  has  been  suspended. 

(The  rejrulatlons  Rovernlng  the  Importation  of  cnnnetl,  bottled,  preserved, 
and  dried  frultit  were  published  In  Commerce  Reports  for  July  22,  1010.] 


INSPECTION  OF  PHILIPFINE  HEHP. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of  a 
cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands  ad- 
vising that  during  the  month  of  August  Philippine  government  fiber 
inspectors  inspected  and  stamped  96,671  bales  abaca  and  7,370  bales 
maguey,  as  follows:  Abaca,  A,  254;  B,  728;  C,  1,967;  D,  2,971;  E, 
5,622;  S-1,  951;  S-2,  2,355;  S-3,  869;  F,  11,337;  G,  3,524;  II,  2,566; 
I,  12,110;  J,  19,624;  K,  7,274;  L,  13,676;  M,  3,578;.  DL,  3,767;  DM, 
1,253;  strings,  etc.,  2,245.    Maguey:  1-465;  2-3,930;  3-2,471;  D,  504. 


California  shipped  44,537  cars  of  citrus  fruit  during  the  year 
ended  August  31,  1916 — 37,279  cars  of  oranges  and  7,258  cars  of 
lemons. 
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HONETABT  SUXTATION  DT  VEBA  CBUZ  DISTBICT. 

(Consul  Wm.  W.  Canada,  Vera  Cms,  Uexleo,  Aug.  2S.) 

The  monetary  situation  in  the  Vera  Cruz  consular  district— and, 
in  general,  throughout  Mexico — is  in  a  state  of  confusion.  Three 
distinct  forms  of  money,  namely,  Mexican  gold  and  silver  ooios. 
bills  of  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Constitutionalist  Army  issue,  and  bills  oi 
the  de  facto  Government's  new  issue,  continue  in  circulation. 

Mexican  gold  coins,  of  which  there  are  only  5  and  10  peso  pieces, 
arc  quoted  by  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States  at 
$0.4985  American  currency  per  peso,  making  them  equivalent,  respec- 
tively, to  $2.49-25  and  $4,985.  For  a  time,  while  the  Government  had 
a  sort  of  commercial  agency  in  Vera  Cruz  where  gold  coins  might 
be  obtained  for  paying  customs  duties  and  other  dues,  the  10-peso 
gold  pieces  or  "  hidalgo  "  was  worth  somewhat  less  than  $5  Amencan 
currency ;  but  at  present,  owing;  it  is  said,  to  the  fact  that  since  the 
giving  up  of  tliis  Vera  Cruz  commercial  agency  the  gold  is  sent  to 
Mexico  City,  gold  coins  are  getting  .scarce  and  are  now  obtainable 
only  at  a  rate  of  over  $5  for  1  hidalgo. 

In  Vera  Cruz  the  Mexican  silver  peso  is  taken  at  its  par  value  in 
national  gold  and  the  smaller  silver  coins  at  80  per  cent  of  their  face 
value.    Metallic  currency  is  no  longer  in  general  circulation. 

Vera  Cruz  and  Coiutitiitionalist  Army  Issues. 

Of  the  paper  money  issued  by  the  Carranza  Government  in  Vera 
Cruz  only  the  bills  of  the  1,  2,  and  a  peso  denominations  arc  now  in 
circulation  for  private  transactions.  Different  decrees  made  those 
of  higher  denominations  unavailable  for  ordinary  business  dealings. 

A  decree  of  May  31,  1916,  stated  tliat  if  bills  of  the  higher  denomi- 
nations were  deposited  ,with  certain  Government  offices  by  the  end 
of  July  certificates  would  be  issiied  to  the  depositors  and  redemp- 
tion at  the  rate  of  10  centavos  national  gold  per  ])e£o.  would  be 
made  during  the  years  1917  to  1921,  the  order  or  redemption  of  the 
various  certificates  being  determined  by  drawings  the  30th  of  June 
of  each  year.  The  bills  of  lower  denomination  of  this  old  issue 
have  been  made  fractional  currency  of  the  new  issue.  1  Vera  Cruz 
peso  being  treated  as  10  centavos.  Those  bills  of  die  Vera  Cruz 
issue  now  in  circulation  will,  according  to  a  recent  decree,  cease  to 
circulate  after  September  30,  1916,  instead  of  Jime  30,  1916,  the 
date  set  by  a  former  decree. 

Of  the  same  value  and  in  the  same  category  as  the  bills  of  Vera 
Cruz  are  the  Constitutionalist  Army  bills,  issued  at  Chihuahua  and 
elsewhere  before  the  Carranza  Government  made  its  headquarten 
at  Vera  Cruz. 

Bills  of  the  New  Issue. 

The  de  facto  Government  began  to  place  in  circulation  in  May  ot 
this  year  bills  of  a  new  issue  which  were  made  by  the  Amencan 
Bank  Note  Co.  in  New  York.  The  authorities  ^te  that  these  bills 
can  not  be  counterfeited  and  allege  that  one  reason  for  the  low  value 
of  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Constitutionalist  army  bills  is  that  coimter- 
feits  of  them,  difficult  to  distinguish  from  the  genuine,  have  become 
common.  The  new  bills  are  now  generally  designated  "infalsifia-. 
bles,"  i.  0.,  "  noncounterfeitables." 
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The  value  given  in  May,  1916,  by  the  de  facto  Government  to  each 
peso  of  its  new  issue  was  one-fifth  of  a  Mexican  gold  peso,  thus  mak- 
ing 10  pesos  of  the  new  issue  equivalent,  in  effect  to  about  $1  Amer- 
ican currency.  At  present,  three  months  after  the  new  issue  came 
into  circulation,  the  rate  of  exchange  with  American  currency  is 
about  30  pesos  for  $1,  and  the  conditions  causing  the  rapid  decline 
in  value  still  exist. 

ZxchanKc  Slfficnlt  to  frocnre. 

The  authorities  sought  to  stop  the  decline  in  the  value  of  their 

Saper  by  forbidding  the  exchange  of  money  or  the  issuance  of 
rafts  except  by  the  Government.  This  did  not  produce  the  desired 
i-esults  and  business  suffered  because  of  the  inability  to  obtain 
foreign  exchange,  for  the  Government  foimd  itself  unable  to  con- 
tinue the  issuance  of  drafts  at  the  arbitrary  rate  assumed.  Hence 
restrictions  have  been  lessened,  and  all  established  commercial  firms, 
including  the  banks,  are  again  allowed  to  issue  bills  of  exchange, 
provided  they  report  daily  to  the  Treasury  Department  the  amounts 
handled  and  rates  employed. 

Only  a  f  jew  of  the  banking  institutions  have  seen  fit  to  resume  the 
issuance  of  drafts,  and  the  diflSculty  experienced  in  obtaining  letters 
of  exchange  is  only  exceeded  by  tliat  encountered  when  the  foreign 
currency  itself  is  wanted.  In  Vera  Cruz  foreign  exchange  is  almost 
synonymous  with  American  exchange. 

The  bank  bills  that  circulated  for  so  many  years  are  now  rarely 
seen.  Their  value  varies  according  to  the  standing  of  the  bank  by 
which  they  were  issued. 

Local  Preference  for  Vera  Crnz  Bills. 

Certain  Federal  taxes  are  payable  exclusively  in  national  metallic 
currency,  others  in  either  metallic  currency  or  bills  of  the  new  issue 
at  the  rate  of  5  pesos  of  the  new  issue  tor  1  metallic  peso,  while 
still  other  taxes  are  payable  exclusively  in  bills  of  the  new  issue. 
[See  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  29,  1916.]  Commercial  invoices 
may  be  made  out  in  either  Mexican  gold  or  in  the  new  paper  money. 

Local  business  men  believe  that  if  in  the  future  a  stable  govern- 
ment in  Mexico  takes  cognizance  of  the  paper  bills  that  have  so  far 
been  issued  by  the  Constitutionalist  regime  and  undertakes  their 
redemption,  there  is  a  remote  possibility  that  the  Vera  Cruz  paper 
will  be  accorded  its  face  value  in  gold,  whereas  the  peso  of  the  new 
issue  will  never  be  recognized  as  worth  more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
gold  peso,  i.  e.,  the  value  established  when  it  was  first  put  in  cir- 
culation. Indeed,  some  people  here  lay  away  their  Vera  Cruz  paper 
currency,  and  even  take  pains  to  exchange  their  surplus  bills  of  the 
new  issue  for  the  others  at  the  rate  of  10  Vera  Cruz  bilb  for  1  of 
the  new  issue;  that  is,  according  to  the  relative  value  fixed  by 
official  decree. 


CUSBAirr  CBOF  OF  GBEECE. 

The  American  consul  at  Patras,  Greece,  cables  that  the  total  new 
currant  crop  is  estimated  at  100,000  tons,  or  tWo-thirds  crop.  The 
market  is  firin. 
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LOW  BECOBD  FOE  AlCESICAH  DEATH  SATE. 

Tlie  lowest  death  rate  on  i-ecord  for  the  registration  area  of  the 
United  States  is  shown  in  the  1915  figures  compiled  by  the  United 
States  Bui-eau  of  the  Census.  The  rate  of  13.5  per  1,000  estimated 
population  establishes  the  new  low  mark.  It  was  based  on  909455 
deaths  returned  from  25  States  (in  one  of  which,  North  Carolina, 
only  municipalities  of  1,000  population  and  over  in  1910  were  in- 
cluded), the  District  of  Columbia,  and  41  cities  in  nonregistration 
States.  The  total  population  of  this  area  in  1915  was  estimated  at 
67,337,000,  or  67.1  per  cent  of  the  total  estimated  population  of  the 
United  States. 

There  is  a  widespread  and  increasing  interest  throughout  tlie  coun- 
try in  respect  to  vital  statistics.  The  States  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  which  recently  enacted  the  "model  law"  for  the  regis- 
tration of  births  and  deaths,  were  admitted  to  the  death-registrataoa 
area  for  1916,  increasing  the  estimated  population  of  the  area  to 
70.2  per  cent  of  the  total  for  the  United  Stotes  in  that  year. 

The  most  favorable  year  prior  to  1915  was  1914,  for  which  the  rate 
was  13.6.  It  is  markedly  lower  than  the  average  rate  for  the  five- 
year  period  1901  to  1905,  which  was  16.2.  The  decrease  thus  amounts 
to  16.7  per  cent,  or  almost  exactly  one-sixth,  during  a  little  more  than 
a  decade. 

Number  of  Uvcs  Saved  in  Vnlted  States  at  a  Whole. 

When  due  allowance  is  made  for  the  addition  of  many  new  States 
to  the  registration  area  between  1905  and  1915,  and  the  comparisoa 
is  confined  to  the  group  of  registration  States  as  constituted  during 
the  period  1901-1905 — the  present  population  of  which  is  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  for  the  country — there  is  still  diown  a  very  con- 
siderable decrease,  from  15.9  to  14.8  per  1,000  population,  or  10.1 
per  cent  This  decrease,  on  the  basis  of  the  present  population,  would 
amount  to  42,876  deaths.  On  the  assumption  that  a  corresponding 
reduction  has  taken  place  throughout  the  entire  counti7  this  would 
indicate  a  saving  of  approximately  170,000  lives  in  1915  for  the 
United  States  as  a  whole. 

In  the  States  for  which  death  rates  for  1901-1905  are  given,  the 
greatest  proportional  decrease  between  that  period  and  1915  is  shown 
ror  Rhode  Island — 16.9  per  cent.  Next  in  order  are  New  York,  with 
a  decrease  of  14.6  per  cent;  New  Jersey,  14.8  per  cent;  Massachu- 
setts, 12.7  per  cent;  Vermont,  9.3  per  cent;  Connecticut,  6.1  per  cent; 
Indiana,  3.8  per  cent;  New  Hampshire,  3  per  cent;  and  Maine,  1.9 
per  cent.  Michigan  alone  showed  a  slight  increase — eight-tenths  of 
1  per  cent. 

Among  the  cities  having  100,000  or  more  inhabitants  in  1910  the 
tendency  is  toward  a  still  greater  reduction  in  mortality.  The  fol- 
lowing-named cities  show,  for  1915,  decreases  of  20  per  cent  or  more 
as  compared  with  the  five-year  period  1901-1905:  Newark,  N.  J., 
29.9  per  cent;  Atlanta,  28.4  per  cent;  New  York  City,  26.8  per  cent; 
Los  Angeles,  25  per  cent;  Jersey  City,  24.9  per  cent;  Pittsburgh, 
23.9  per  cent;  St.  Louis,  22.9  per  cent;  Denver,  22.7  per  cent;  Provi- 
dence, 22.3  per  cent;  Patcrson,  21.9  per  cent;  San  Francisco,  21.7 
per  cent;  Fall  River,  21.7  per  cent;  Louisville,  21.1  per  cent:  and 
Nashville,  20  per  cent. 
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FBOOBESS  OF  AHEBICAH  SHIPBiniDING. 

Steel  merchant  vessels  building  or  under  contract  to  be  built  in 

Erivate  American  shipyards  on  September  1,  1916,  accordii^  to 
uilders'  returns  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Osm- 
merce,  number  397  of  1,292,310  gross  tons.  During  August  new  con- 
tracts for  20  such  vessels  of  75,060  gross  tons  were  entered  into  and 
12  vessels  of  35,166  gross  tons  were  completed.  Forei^  shipowners 
preponderate  in  recent  contracts.  The  naval  appropriation  act  be- 
came law  on  August  29,  and  the  great  naval  construction  program, 
mentioned  in  Commerce  Repobts  for  July  17, 1916,  will  soon  requii-e  a 
large  part  of  our  shipbuilding  facilities  and  a  large  increase  in  skilled 
labSr.  Of  the  waraiips  ,66,  of  382,000  tons  displacement,  must  be 
be^un  as  soon  as  practicable.  Steel  plants  are  reported  to  be  sup- 
pbed  with  orders  for  ship  plates  late  into  1917,  and  since  the  naval 
cattle  of  Jutland,  British  yards  are  increasing  their  output  of  mer- 
chant ships.  In  the  seven  months  from  February  1  to  Sept^nber  1, 
]  916,  American  yards  entered  into  contracts  to  build  229  steel  vessels 
of  576,857  gross  tons,  and  completed  55  such  vessels  of  206,545  gross 
tons. 
IMttrlbntlon  of  Work. 

The  following  table  sliows  the  distribution  of  this  work  among  the 
several  builders  of  steel  vessels  in  the  United  States  reporting  mer- 
chant vessels  under  contract  or  under  construction,  and,  separately, 
the  number  and  gross  tonnage  of  the  ships  building  or  under  cdntract 
which  the  builders  expect  to  launch  during  the  current  fiscal  year 
(332  vessels  of  968,461  g^oss  tons),  and  those  which  will  not  be 
launched  imtil  some  time  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1918  (65 
vessels  of  323,849  gross  tons).  These  dates  of  launching,  of  course, 
are  subject  to  the  usual  allowances  for  delays. 


Shipstirds. 


Uerchant  construe- 
tion,  Aug.  1, 191S. 


Nam- 
ber. 


OrosstotiB. 


To  b«  launcbed  during  fiscal  year 
ending — 


June  30, 1917. 


Num- 
ber. 


Gross  tons. 


June  30, 1918. 


Num- 
ber. 


Gross 
tons. 


American  Drld^e  Co.,  Ambrldge,  Pa.,  and 

Treoton,  N.  J.a 

American  ShlphuildinKCc,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Betblebem  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  lid. . . 
Baltimore  Dry  Docks  it  Sblpbullding  Co., 

Baltimore,  Md 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Dath.Mo 

Cbarles  I)anie.o  Co..  Cincinnati,  Oblo 

Cbester  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Chester,  Pa 

Cowles  Shipyard  Co.,  Bullala,  N .  Y 

EUlcott  HacnineCorporation,  Balttmore.Hd 
Fore     River     Sfalphuilding     Corporation, 

Qulncy,  Moss 

George  rawley  &  Sons  Corporation,  Nepon- 

set  Blass  ...•...•..••....•..•••••*.•• 

Greal  Lakes  icngineering  Works,  Detroit, 

Mich 

Great  l.akes Towlnj! Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio... 
Harlan  A  Hollinc^vorth  Corporation,  Wil- 

mincton.  Pel 

Howard  Shipyards  Co.,  JeaoisonvUle,  Ind.. 

J.  F.  nuthie*  Co.,  Seattle  Wash 

James  Rees  A  Sons  Co.,  Pittsbunib,  Pa 

Uanltowoo  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Uanltowoo, 

Wb. ^ 

MeRlll-Strrens  Co.^acks(itavllle,  Fla 

Moore  St  Soott  Iron  Works  Co. ,  Oakland,  Cal . 
Newport  News  Shipbulkling  &  Dt7  Dodc 

Co.,  Newport  News,  Va 


106 
21 
U 

9 
3 
2 
14 
2 
1 


to 


M,028 
73.100 
74,893 

32,800 

i  1,600 

375 

67,700 

66 

2S0 

>  87,800 

75 

48,730 
466 

63, 9H) 

2,960 

26,890 

300 

17,460 
3,600 
22,600 


106 

21 

7 


103,673 
1  Detailed  statement  of  new  contract  not  received. 


61.028 
73.100 
44,066 

24,600 

»  1,600 

37S 

68,700 

66 

260 

»  74,444 

78 

33,620 
466 

46,284 

2,860 

S,370 

300 

10,700 
2,600 
10,000 


^,325 
'  Incomplete 
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30,837 
8,300 


9,000 


13,3S» 


15,110 


I7,67S 


6,760 
*l'2,*606 
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Jtodumt  «oa$tnw- 
tion.Ang.  1,1916. 

To  b*  laoDched  during  Sscsl  year 
endlnf— 

SUpyttds. 

JlllMlO,»17. 

JaM»,19Ul 

Nnm- 
ber. 

Oiosston^. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross  tons. 

Nnm- 
ber. 

Oron 
tarn. 

H«w  York  SUpbulIdlng  To. ,  ramdtn,  N.  J . . 

BcatOei  ODstruotiou  A  Dry  DockCa.SsaUle, 
Wash ' ! 

21 
16 

10 

28 
11 

121,538 
1^178 

56,700 

35,720 

730 

28,800 

6,2«1 
12,400 
2,900 

1,600 

36,000 

33,620 

■  186,628 

28,500 

71.300 

18 

79,835 
2,978 

42,600 

35,720 

730 

28,800 

6,J« 

6 
• 

> 

41,7« 
M.IOD 

dktTin-r  *  Edrty  'orporotloii. 8-^tlp.Wwih. 
Bpcdden  Shipbuilding  Co„  RalUmore,  Md. . 
Standard  Shipluillding  Corporation,  New 
YorV.N.Y  ..      .    ; .....TTJ 

Btaten  Isliind  ShipbtiildinK  Co.,  Port  Rich- 
mond N.  Y    

Bun  ShiphuildlngCo.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Tampa  Poiuidr>-  A  Uacbhw  Co.,  Tampa, Fla. 
TanV-Ship    Building    Corporation.    New- 
burgh  NY 

3 

13,400 

23 
II 

3,000 

1,600 

12,600 

17,220 

•  145.428 

22,800 

71,300 

Tanav  Steamahip  Co.,  Bath,  Ue 

2 
3 
6 

I 

13,400 

Toledo  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Union  Inn  Works  Co.,  San  Franelsoo,  ral.. 
Willamette  Iron  A  8t«el  Worbs  and  hfortb- 

weat  Steel  Co.,  Portland,  Ores 

Vm.  Cramp  A  Sons  Ship  A  Eogiae  BalM- 

6,400 
41,200 

»,7« 

Total 

397 

0  1,292,310 

332 

a  968, 461 

65 

323,849 

•  IOGmB]ri<t«, 


Details  of  Kew  Contraetf. 


The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  new  contracts  for  bond- 
ing steel  ships  entered  into  during  August,  1916,  so  fai*  as  reported  by 
shipbuilders: 


Vassdt. 


B«(bMMm8«MlCa: 

No.  167 

Baltimore  Ttry 
Dooirs  A  SbJp- 
bulMlng  Co.: 

NaM 

Na82 

ClHBUr  Shipbuilding 
Cou 

No.  882 

Ko.va , 

Onat  Lakes  Towing 

No.  4.1 

No.  44 

T.P.DutbteACo.: 
No.8 


No.9 

No.  10 

No-ll 

No.  12. 

Hanttowoc  Ship- 
building Co.: 

No  M 

No.fW 

N0.S7 

NO.SS , 

Uooro  A  Scott  Iron 
Works: 

No.  112 

Seattle  ( onslrucUoD 
A  Pry  Dock  Co.: 

No.  93 

No.  94 

No.  95 


Total  (20  ves- 
sels). 


Oross 
ton- 
nage. 


4,964 


4,160 
4,150 


4,600 
4,«00 


98 
98 

6,730 


4,600 


4,700 
4,700 
4,700 


73,060 


Speed, 
knots. 


10 


u| 


» 

9 


6,370 
6,370 
5,370 
6.370 

10 
10 
10 
10 

300 
2,250 
2,2.0 
2,250 

8i 

8 
8 
8 

lOi 

lol 


Owner. 


B.  UJ«Id«  Hangesand 


Oastav  Ball.. 
do 


For  foreign  account. 
....do 


Bonder^  account. 
....do 


For    Norwefian    ao- 
ooont. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do , 


Bay  State  FIdiing  Co. 
R.  Lawren-^  Smith . . . 
Cbristoder  Hannevig. . 
do 


Not  given. 


For  foreign  account. 

— do 

....do 


Trada. 


Cargo.. 


.do., 
.do.. 


..do. 
..d».. 


Towing. 
do... 


Trawler.. 
Cargo..., 
do... 


.do. 


Probable  date 
odaoBEh. 


11917. 


Beptember,  1917. 
October,  1«7. 


1917ddlT«r7. 
Do. 


NovoBiber,  MM. 
Do. 

)aiw,tn7. 

Joly,  IMT. 
Augnat,  1917. 
Sapteoibar,  t9U. 
Docemher,  1917. 


April.  1917. 
September,  1117. 
AprU.  1918. 
May,  I9ML 

Joly,  1917. 
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Completed  Ships. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  steel  sliips  completed  dur- 
ing the  month  of  August,  1916,  by  the  respective  builders  named,  all 
but  one  (the  Doctor  Brooks^  schooner  barge)  of  which  are  Reamers: 


Vessels. 


Gross 
tonoaKC 


Speed, 
knots. 


Owuor. 


Type. 


Ttads. 


Vmerlcac  ShIpbaildJng  Co.: 

EmorvL.  Ford 

Nortlal 

t'rtblcbem  Steel  Co.: 

Comeita , 

ClintoD  Shipbuilding  Co.: 

Poetor  Brooks 

ElUcott  Uublne  Corporation: 

r.  R.  R.No.  12. 

t-reat  Lakes  Towing  Co.: 

Alabama 

Howard  Shipyards  Co.: 

Minnesma 

Uanitowoc  Shipbuildliig  Co.: 

Surge 

Xcwport  News  Shipbuilding 
&  Dry  Dook  Co.: 

Antwerpcna 

Piisey  &  Jones  Co.: 

P.  R.  R.Wl 

Union  Iron  Works  Co.: 

Oavanger 

Wm.  Cramp  k  Sons  Ship  & 
Engine  Building  Co.: 
J.  11.  Dan2iger 

Total  (13  TOssels) 


7,986 
2,029 

3,216 

£82 

191 

9S 

zu 


7,955 


5,S76 


0,4»7 


10 
12 


10 


lOi 


Pittsburgh  8.  P.  Co 

Frimann  i  Podetson  (Nor.), 


Bull  Insular  S.  S.  Co 

James  J.  McXally 

Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co 

Great  Lakes  Towing  Co 

WUliamJ.Mayo 

Bay  State  Fishing  Co 


Carfto... 
...do.... 

...do.... 


35,168 


American    Petroleum  Co. 
(Dutch). 

Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Ot. .... 

For  (orelgn  account  (Nor- 
wegiaa). 

Fan- American  Petroleum  & 
Transport  Co. 


...do 

Towing.. 

...do 

Yadit 

Trawler... 

Bulkofl... 


Cargo. 
....do.. 


Bulk  on.. 


Coastbg. 
Foreign. 

Do. 

Coasting. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Foreign. 

Coasting. 
Foroign. 

Do. 


'  Reported  souk  by  submarine. 

BHODESIA  HAT  DEVELOP  LEATHER  DTOirSTIlT. 

[British  and  South  .\frlcan  Ilxport  Gazette] 

It  is  thought  by  many  that  the  manufacture  of  leather,  if  seriously  | 
undertaken  in  Rhodesia,  might  be  carried  on  profitably,  and  in  time 
render  the  territory  independent  to  a  large  extent  of  the  imported 
article.  In  various  localities  the  farmers  tan  the  hides  themselves, 
but  only  in  a  desultory  way.  However,  some  of  them  assert  that  by 
their  own  rough  processes  they  liave  been  able  to  obtain  a  leather  even 
more  durable  than  that  derived  from  Europe  or  America. 

Wattle  bark,  it  is  stated,  is  not  used  in  these  processes,  the  bark 
of  two  native  trees  being  employed  in  place  of  it.  One  of  these  is 
Ijelieved  to  contain  at  least  as  great  a  percentage  of  tannin  as  wattle. 

A  large  amount  of  money  would  not  be  needed  to  give  leather  man- 
ufacture a  fair  trial.  The  outlay  would  comprise  the  cost  of  a  small 
water-tight  tank,  and  the  simplest  of  whatever  machinery  is  used 
for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the  tanned  hide,  with  a  few  inconsid- 
erable sundries. 

When  the  British  Trade  Commissioner  visited  Rhodesia  recently 
he  was  so  impressed  with  the  specimens  he  saw  that  he  discussed  the 
possibility  of  manufacturing  leather  and  leather  goods  on  a  com- 
mercial scale.  Commenting  on  the  abnormally  high  price  now  com- 
manded by  leather  in  Rhotfesia,  an  oflScer  of  a  development  company 
says :  "  We  still  dispose  of  our  many  hundreds  of  hides  for  export  to 
speculators,  securing  the  lowest  possible  return,  and  pay  for  the 
manufactured  article  an  enormous  price,  covering  as  it  does  the  cost 
of  shipment  and  rail,  severe  middlemen's,  and  the  retiiiJors  profits." 
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INDIAN  lEHON-OBASS  OIL. 

[CoDStU  LadeD  Hemmlnger,  Uadras.] 

The  chief  commercial  center  for  lemon-grass  oil  is  said  to  be  Tri- 
vandrum,  Travancore,  and  the  exports  are  made  from  Cochin  and 
Quilon.  The  shipments  to  all  countries  in  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1916,  were  30,976  gallons  (value,  $181,033),  and  increase 
of  3,561  gallons  over  1914-15.  Exports  to  the  United  States  in  the 
half-year  ended  Jime  30, 1916,  were  37,883  pounds,  valued  at  $18,842, 
and  m  the  calendar  year  1915  they  were  88,480  pounds,  valued  at 
$47,145.  The  price  in  Cochin  at  the  end  of  June  was  $7.30  per  doeen, 
24-ounce  bottles.    Stocks  then  on  hand  were  small. 

Obscurity  prevails  as  to  the  botanical  sources  of  East  Indian 
lemon-grass  oils,  but  they  are  generally  stated  to  be  derived  from 
Cymhopogon  citratus  and  Cymho-pogon  flexuosus.  The  former  is  a 
native  of  Bengal  and  is  largely  cultivated  all  over  India,  but  the 
oil  distilled  in  the  Malabar  coast  is  derived  principally  from  0. 
fcxuosus.  This  plant  grows  plentifully  in  Travancore,  especially 
on  the  slopes  of  the  mountains  to  the  north  of  Anjengo.  The  hill- 
sides are  said  to  be  fired  in  January  to  bum  down  the  old  and 
useless  grass.  Six  months  later  the  fresh  crop  is  ready  to  be  cut; 
by  that  time  the  counti^side  is  dotted  all  over  with  furnaces  and  stills. 
During  July,  August,  September,  and  October  operations  are  am- 
tinually  maintained,  but  there  would  appear  to  be  no  second  crop. 
In  a  few  cases  Europeans  have  establishea  distilleries  on  an  improved 

The  Moplas  (native  gathers)  are  said  to  recognize  27  forms  of  the 
wild  plant,  of  which  5  only  are  of  commercial  value  and  1  is  culti- 
vated and  never  flowers.  Ine  most  interesting  feature  of  lemon-grass 
oil  is  the  large  percentage  of  citral  that  it  contains.  This  has  oeen 
variously  stated  at  70  to  80  per  cent,  and  inferior  or  adulterated 
samples  40  to  50  per  cent.  It  is  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  perfumes,  such  as  the  violet,  known  as  ionoue,  and  like  all 
the  grass  oils  is  utilized  mainly  in  perfuming  soaps.  An  important 
nse  to  which  it  is  applied  in  the  United  States  is  m  the  preparation 
of  furniture  polish.  The  production  of  lemon-grass  oil  in  Soudi 
India  on  a  commercial  scale  is  an  industry  of  comparatively  reeent 
growth. 

CONSEBYING  AUSTBIA'S  STOCKS  OF  FLAXSEED. 

(Vice  Consnl  Robert  8.  Townsend,  CorlslMd,  Bobemia.  Aog.  II.} 

By  a  governmental  decree  of  June  26, 1916,  all  stocks  of  flaxseed  in 
the  hands  of  inland  producers  exceeding  80  kilos  (66  pounds)  have 
been  confiscated.  In  this  decree  the  Bureau  of  Commerce  is  author- 
ized in  special  cases,  however,  to  make  exceptions  when  the  pro- 
ducers prove  that  their  seed  is  of  good  quahty  and  necessary  for 
their  next  season's  planting. 

The  confiscated  seed  will  be  examined  to  ascertain  its  relative 
value;  the  poorer  grades  will  be  allowed  to  be  used  commerciallT, 
while  the  better  quality  will  be  kept  for  planting  the  next  crop,  la 
order  to  obtain  an  idea  as  to  the  amount  of  flax^ed  required  for  the 
1917  sowing,  the  Bureau  of  Agriculture  has  requested  all  the  larger 
ngricultural  companies  to  submit  estimates  of  the  quantity  of  fi«d 
they  will  need. 
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BATTAH  XBASE  OF  DUTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

(CoBTOl  B.  S.  BftlrdCD,  Batavla,  Java.] 

For  some  reason  rattan  has  never  been  shipped  extensively  from 
Netherlands  Indies  direct  to  the  United  States;  the  bulk  of  that  ex- 
ported has  found  its  way  to  the  Straits  Settlements  and  China. 
There  is  no  reason,  however,  why  it  can  not  be  sent  direct  to  the 
United  States  from  ports  in  Sumatra,  Borneo,  and  the  Celebes,  and 
even  from  Java  ports,  although  Java  produces  a  small  quantity  as 
compared  with  the  other  islands  of  the  archipelago. 

Exports  of  rattan  from  Java  for  1914  amounted  to  about  97  tons, 
of  which  only  5  tons  went  to  the  United  States.  E.xports  from  ports 
in  Sumatra,  Borneo,  and  Celebes  for  the  same  period  amounted  to 
40,105  tons,  of  which  70  tons  were  exported  to  the  United  States. 
Local  market  prices  for  rattan  at  the  close  of  1915  were  $0.02  to 
$0,025  per  pound  all  around,  although  there  are  different  qualities  of 
rattan. 

Vot  a  CvltlTated  Frodnct — Vses. 

There  is  no  proper  cultivation  of  rattan  in  Netherlands  Indies,  it 
bein^  a  product  of  the  forests  and  growing  wild.  It  is  gathered  by 
cutting  the  stem  some  3  feet  from  the  ground,  the  remaining  part 
of  the  plant  throwing  out  new  shoots.  After  cutting  the  rattan  is 
bleached  and  then  washed  and  dried.  Good  specimens  are  dried  in 
the  sun  and  inferior  qualities  over  a  fire:  the  latter  method,  however, 
often  produces  a  brown  color.  After  tne  drying  the  gravel  on  the 
rattan  is  removed  bj  sharp  pieces  of  wood,  knives,  glass,  etc.  The 
rattan  suitable  for  bmding  and  for  basketwork,  and  the  better  quality 
of  other  kinds  which  are  thicker,  as  well  as  rattan  cane,  are  exported 
entirely  to  Europe  and  America.  Inferior  qualities  of  rattan  from 
Borneo  are  exported  in  large  quantities  to  Hongkong  and  China. 

Netherlands  Indies  is  a  large  consumer  of  its  own  product.  The 
natives  twist  the  rattan  into  many  articles  for  dail^  use,  especially 
furniture,  and  employ  certain  qualities  of  it  for  binding  purposes. 
Bi^ng  for  native  craft  is  made  from  the  dark-colored  rattans, 
which  varieties  are  also  used  in  the  coal  mines  and  in  the  fisheries 
as  basket  material. 

(A  list  of  the  Arms  In  Sumatra,  Borneo,  Celebes,  and  Java  that  e:cport  rattan 
may  be  obtalnwl  fmra  the  Bureau  of  Foreljtn  oJid  Domestic  Oiraineroe  or  its 
district  and  ciMiperutlve  offices  upon  referring  to  flie  No.  80093.  Ninety  per 
cent  of  the  world's  supply  of  rattan  Is  shipped  from  Singapore.  Articles  de- 
BcriblniE  Slnimpore's  trade  in  rnttnn  appenre*!  In  Coiimkrce  Kkpobts  for  Sept.  4, 
1915,  and  Aug.  23.  1916.  China's  trade  In  rattan  was  discussed  In  the  issues 
for  May  12. 1915,  and  July  18  and  28,  1910.] 


VENEZUEIA  TO  HAVE  DTTEBSTATE  HIGHWAY. 

[American  Minister  PrestoD  McGoodwlD,  Caracas,  Ang.  10.) 

In  an  executive  resolution  dated  August  11,  1916,  provision  is 
made  for  the  "Great  Western  Highway  of  Venezuela,  to  connect 
Caracas  and  San  Cristobal,  capital  of  the  State  of  Tachira,  in  the 
extreme  southwestern  comer  of  the  Republic.  The  new  highway  is 
to  traverse  the  States  of  Miranda,  Aragua,  Carabobo,  Cojedes,  Pov- 
tugtiesa,  Zamore,  and  Tachira.  The  air-line  distance  between  Cara- 
cas and  San  Cristobal  is  425  miles,  but  the  route  mapped  out  in  the 
tentative  plans  will  be  about  800  miles  in  length. 
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NOTES  FROH  PEB8IA. 

[Charge  d' Affaires  JefCerson  Cattctj,  TehenuL] 
Natires  ITse  Kanna  In  KaMng  Sweetmeats. 

Manna,  or  gaz,  is  a  white  glutinous  substance  popularly  identified 
with  the  manna  of  the  Scriptures,  which  is  foimd  upon  the  branches 
and  leaves  of  trees,  particularly  of  the  tamarisk,  where  it  is  said  to  be 
deposited  by  a  small,  pale-green  insect.  The  natives  scrape  it  off  the 
leaves  and  make  it  sometimes  into  a  paste  but  more  often  into  a  sweet- 
meat called  gezangebin,  which,  alwough  cloying  to  the  palate,  is 
agreeable  to  the  taste,  resembling  a  superior  and  less  sticky  form  of 
nougat. 
Real  Persian  Oardens. 

There  is  little  resemblance  between  a  real  Persian  gard^i  and  its 
namesake  in  the  West.  In  the  gardens  in  Europe  and  America  we 
are  accustomed  to  trim  parterres,  shaven  sward,  patterns  or  arrange- 
ments, and  comely  borders.  Here  we  find  flower  beds  promiscu- 
ously filled  with  various  kinds  of  blossoming  plants ;  the  larger  ones 
are  like  wildernesses  intersected  by  irrigation  ditches.  Where  there 
is  plenty  of  water  the  shrubbery  is  luxuriant,  and  the  beauty  of  the 
blossoms  in  the  spring  can  not  be  too  highly  praised.  Bose  water 
is  extracted  in  large  quantities  from  the  roses  of  Iran. 

Sturdy  Breeds  of  Horses  and  Xnles. 

The  native  breed  of  horses  in  Persia  is  widely  known  throughout 
the  East.  There  are  three  types:  The  Turcoman,  celebrated  for  its 
strength,  in  the  north ;  the  Arab  in  the  south ;  and  the  Persian,  a  cross 
between  other  strains.  The  last-named  is  sturdier  than  the  Turcoman 
and  makes  a  good  rough  hack.  However,  the  animal  most  frequently 
encountered  is  the  Yabu,  a  serviceable  beast  which  can  be  bought 
at  a  very  low  price. 

The  mules  of  Persia  arc  better  Imown  even  than  the  horses.  The 
chief  breeding  zones  are  the  districts  of  Isfahan,  Shiraz,  and  Ka- 
zerun,  and  the  Baklitiari  country.  They  are  small,  but  they  are 
possessed  of  great  strength  and  endurance.  A  mule  can  carry  a  load 
of  350  pounds  at  the  rate  of  3J  miles  an  hour  for  a  distance  of  25 
to  30  miles. 
Cultivation  of  the  Vine. 

Grapes  are  sold  chiefly  in  a  dry  state  and  large  quantities  are  ex- 
ported to  liussia  and  Turkey  in  normal  times.  In  the  south  fresh 
grapes  are  packed  in  cotton  wool  and  exported  to  India. 

I'ersia  produces  several  kinds  of  good  wine  in  its  three  wine-pro- 
ducing zones — Azerbaidjan  in  the  northwest,  Shiraz  in  the  south, 
and  Khorasan  in  the  northeast.  The  centers  of  manufacture  are 
Shiraz,  Isfahan,  Kazvin,  Hamadan,  Kerman,  and  Yezd.  The  wine 
of  Shiraz  resembles  old  sherry ;  that  of  Hamadan  resembles  a  hock. 
Isfahan  manufactures  two  varieties,  a  white  wine  like  a  muscat  and 
a  red  wine  like  port.  The  wine  of  Yezd  is  delicate  of  flavor,  that  of 
Kerman  is  strong,  and  that  of  Teheran  is  soiir.  Armenians,  Jews, 
Parsis,  and  a  few  Europeans  control  the  industry. 

Another  spirituous  product  of  the  grape  is  arrack,  of  which  large 
quantities  are  consumed  in  the  country.  Very  small  amounts  of  any 
of  the  beverages  named  are  exported. 
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NEW  BEirarswiCK  (KmBnrES  wobe  on  tbees  and  soils. 

(Consal  B.  Terne  Bidiaidaon,  Uoncton,  New  Brunswick,  Cannda,  Sept.  6.] 

Id  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  the  question  of  the  conservation 
of  natural  resources  is  now  receiving  the  earnest,  practical  attention 
of  the  Government.  In  years  past  timber  cutting  was  carried  on  with 
little  regard  to  the  serious  ultimate  consequence  of  indiscriminate  de- 
struction of  the  trees,  and  the  revenues  of  the  ProvLaoe  probably 
suffered  much  through  lack  of  efficient  supervision.  Conditions  have 
now  changed  materially. 

The  Provincial  Forestry  Service  is  actively  at  work  and  is  mak- 
ing a  thorough  study  of  all  problems  associated  with  the  proper  and 
profitable  employment  of  crown  lands.  Determination  of  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  raw  ttiaterial  available  for  development;  cost  of 
converting  it  by  processes  of  manufacture;  the  possibility  of  making 
use  of  materials  hitherto  classified  as  waste;  transportation,  markets, 
etc,  are  among  the  matters  involved  ip  the  task  allotted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  its  forestry  officials. 
Work  TTitder  Direction  of  ExperienMd  Foresters. 

Field  work  is  now  in  progress.  Three  parties  are  employed,  with 
a  total  of  22  men.  Already  135,000  acres  have  been  covered.  The 
work  is  being  done  under  the  direction  of  experienced  foresters, 
graduates  of  the  New  Brunswick  Forest  School,  who  have  had  several 
years  practical  experience.  The  survey  plans  show  the  general 
topography  of  the  areas  surveyed,  and  the  tvpes  of  timber  with  an 
estimate  of  each  type  by  species.  Information  is  also  gathered  re- 
garding the  cost  o/  logging,  stream  driving,  and  the  growth  of  timber 
on  the  various  sites. 

The  value  of  New  Brunswick's  forest  products  is  estimated  offi- 
cially at  $12,000,000,  and  the  yield  in  revenue  to  the  Province  is  more 
than  $500,000  annually.  Lumbering  ranks  next  to  agriculture  in 
importance  as  an  industry,  gives  directly  or  indirectly  employment 
to  a  large  portion  of  the  population,  and  pays  every  year  in  wages 
alone  to  the  men  directly  employed  in  logging  and  the  manufacture 
of  wood  products  more  than  $6,W)0,000. 
Oive  Instmctloa  to  Field  Parties. 

The  field  parties  are  also  engaged  in  the  classification  of  soils. 
This  work  is  being  done  by  the  forestry  officers  in  cooperation  with 
the  Conservation  Commission  and  the  central  ex]}erimental  farm. 
During  the  past  summer  experts  from  the  latter  institution  spent 
several  weeks  with  the  field  parties  instructing  them  in  soil  work  and 
getting  information  regarding  soil  conditions.  The  survey  to  date 
^ows  that  about  40  per  cent  of  the  area  covered  is  suitable  for  agri- 
cultural development  if  proper  care  is  used  in  clearing  and  cropping. 

CROPS  IN  NEW  BEUNSWICK. 

(Coosul  Henry  S.  Culver,  St  Jobn,  New  Bningwirk,  Canada,  Sept.  11.] 

The  official  August  crop  report  for  New  Brunswick  states: 
"August,  with  more  heat  and  less  rain  than  usual,  has  been  very 
favorable  for  crops.  Oats,  partly  harvested,  promise  well ;  hay,  much 
above  average;  potatoes,  unfavorably  affected  by  heat,  will  not  give 
average  yield:  roots  gi-owing  well,  and  corn  the  best  crop  for  years." 

In  the  St.  John  consular  district  the  hay  and  oats  crop.s  are  un- 
precedentedly  large.  The  weather  has  been  ideal  for  liarvi-sting, 
and  at  this  writing  most  of  the  crops  hare  been  secured. 
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Onr GEK  INSUSTBT  OF  SOUTHEBH  IHDIA. 

[  Gonial  Luden  Uemmingrr,  Uadras.] 

Owing  to  the  war  the  European  and  American  markets  hare  neg- 
'ected  East  Indian  ginger  during  the  last  two  years,  and  the  bulk 
'>f  the  crop  has  been  bought  up  by  the  Indian  and  Arabian  trade. 
Vlthough  America  has  never  been  a  heavy  buyer  of  Indian  ginger, 
vet  the  purchases  from  the  Madras  Presiaency  have  been  of  conse- 
quence for  some  time  past,  averaging  at  least  $30,000  a  year.  In  the 
six  months  ended  June  30, 1916,  exports  amounted  to  199,344  pounds, 
valued  at  $16,882;  in  the  calendar  year  1915  they  totaled  732,368 
pounds,  valued  at  $34,926. 

The  best  ginger  in  India  is  said  to  be  that  produced  on  the  Malabar 
coast  and  exported  from  Calicut.  It  is  the  produce  of  the  Emaad 
and  Shemaad  districts,  40  to  50  miles  from  Calicut,  in  the  interior  of 
South  India.  The  following  notes  prepared  by  one  of  the  principal 
Madras  exporters  of  East  Indian  gmger  may  be  said  to  contain  the 
latest  authentic  data  available  locaUy  on  this  subject : 
Cultural  Xethods. 

The  ginger  plant  {Zimibcr  oiftdncHe)  is  known  to  have  been 
cultivated  m  India  and  China  for  many  centuries.  Its  most  general 
Chinese  name  is  kiang.  In  India  the  word  ginger  is  believed 
to  come  from  the  Sanskirt  "sringavera"  through  the  Arabic 
"zanzabil,"  and  from  the  same  source  was  doubtless  derived  tiie 
corresponding  Greek  name  "  zingiberis."  Though  not  known  in  a 
truly  wild  state  the  ginger  plant  is  doubtless  a  native  of  southeastern 
Asia,  and  was  introduced  thence  into  the  West  Indies  (Jamaica), 
Africa,  and  tropical  countries  generally.  The  plant  is  cultivated 
all  over  the  warmer  and  moister  parts  of  India,  up  to  an  elevation 
of  4,000  to  5,000  feet  in  the  Himalayas. 

In  the  Madras  Presidency  the  cultivation  generally  commences 
the  middle  of  May  after  the  ground  has  imdergone  a  thorough 
plowing  and  harrowing.  The  only  suitable  kind  of  soil  is  good 
and  heavy  red  earth,  free  from  gravel  and  not  too  wet;  gravelly 
grounds  check  growth  of  the  roots,  while  swampy  ones  tends  to  r<rf 
tlie  ginger.  At  the  commencement  of  the  monsoon  beds  of  10  or  12 
feet  long  by  3  or  4  feet  wide  are  formed,  and  in  these  beds  small 
holes  are  dug  1  foot  apart.  Selected  roots  kept  as  seed  from  the 
preceding  season  are  then  buried  in  the  holes,  the  whole  bed  being 
covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  green  leaves.  The  plants  mature  in 
November,  attaining  a  height  of  about  2  feet.  The  leaves  and  stems 
then  wither  away,  the  rhizomes  (root  stock)  are  dug  up,  the  outer 

Seel  of  the  tubers  is  removed,  and  the  green  ginger  is  washed  and 
ried  in  the  sun. 
"  Brown  Rough  "  and  "  Bough  Bleached  "  Grades. 

From  December  until  the  end  of  March  the  ginger  is  sent  to 
Calicut  to  be  sold,  roughly  dried,  to  the  various  European  export 
firms,  which  undertake  the  curing.  The  method  of  preparing  is 
about  as  follows:  The  dried  ginger  is  washed  in  large  tanks  of 
bricks  containing  20  or  30  hundr^weights  of  the  produce,  whidi, 
after  having  been  thoroughly  soaked  and  stamped  with  the  foot 
by  coolies,  is  taken  out  in  baskets  and  passed  several  times  through 
clean  water.    It  is  then  dried  on  barbecues  for  3  or  4  days,  garbled, 
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and  packed  for  export  under  the  denomination  of  "brown  i-ongh 
ginger." 

Another  quality  is  obtained  b^  bleaching  the  ginger  with  sulphur 
in  small  kilns.  Baskets  containing  about  10  pounds  of  the  a.rticle, 
previously  washed,  are  arranged  in  rows  on  shelves  in  the  kilns  and 
exposed  for  12  hours  or  so  to  sulphur  smoke,  about  7  i)oundg  of 
sulphur  being  used  per  ton.  The  produce  comes  out  from  the  kilns 
a  light  brown  color,  is  dried  in  the  sun,  garbled,  and  packed  as 
"  rough  bleached  ginger." 
•'Assorted  Cvt"  Ginger. 

Finally  a  third  quality  is  turned  out  on  a  small  scale  by  the 
following  process:  Once  bleached  and  dried  as  abovCj  every  piece 
of  ginger  is  carefully  trimmed  and  scraped  with  special  knives  in 
order  to  remove  the  outside  tissue.  After  this  it  is  dipped  in  a 
solution  of  lime  water,  sent  back  to  the  kilns  for  a  second  oleaching, 
removed  and  dried  in  the  sun  for  2  or  3  days,  bleached  a  third 
and  last  time,  and  finally  dried  for  the  garbling  and  sizing.  Owing 
to  the  three  consecutive  bleachings,  combined  with  the  passing 
through  fairly  strong  solutions  of  lime  water,  the  ginger  pieces  are 
now  quite  white  and  covered  by  a  thin  crust  of  lime  which  protects 
Uiem  against  worms  during  the  voyage  to  Europe.  The  several 
grades  are  sorted  according  to  size,  ana  each  variety  is  packed  sep- 
arately in  mango  wood  cases.  It  is  shipped  and  sold  under  the 
name  of  "  assorted  cut  ginger,"  the  sizes  being  A,  B,  C,  and  Triages. 

The  exports  from  Calicut  before  the  war  amounted  yearly  to 
about  30,000  hundredweights,  divided  between  the  United  Kingdom, 
United  States,  and  Germany,  plus  about  20,000  hundredweights 
which  were  shipped  by  native  traders  to  northern  India,  Arabia, 
and  the  Persian  Gulf.  Prices  averaged  30  to  50s.  ($7.30  to  $12.15) 
per  hundredweight  c.  i.  f.  London,  according  to  quality. 


INTEBNATIONAI  AESO  POST  SESVICE. 

(Vice  Cunsal  Robert  8.  Tovmscnd,  Carlsbad,  Bohemia,  Austria,  Aug.  IG.) 

An  international  airship  corporation  in  Berlin  wishes  after  the 
war  to  establish  an  aerial  post  service  (and  if  this  proves  a  success, 
a  passenger  line)  between  Berlin  and  Constantinople.  A  capital  ot 
$6,000,000  is  estimated  as  necessary. 

Its  plan  is  to  have  the  route  extend  from  Berlin  to  Carlsbad,  con- 
tinuing to  Vienna  via  Budweis,  from  there  to  Budapest,  and  thence 
on  to  Constantinople  over  Sofia.  Between  these  larger  cities  are  to 
be  numerous  landing  stations,  the  cities  chosen  for  landings  to  sub- 
scribe for  shares.  In  this  way  the  corporation  hopes  to  obtain  the 
necessary  capital  to  finance  the  project.  A  representative  of  the  cor- 
poration has  already  visited  Carlsbad  and  has  talked  with  the  city 
council  as  to  the  probability  of  obtaining  an  old  race  course  as  a 
landing  station,  and  as  to  the  chance  of  the  city  raising  the  necessary 
amount  of  money  as  its  share  of  the  capital.  The  scheme  also  in- 
cludes the  building  of  a  modern  hotel  at  the  landing  station  here. 

It  is  believed  that  with  the  advanced  experience  with  heavier-thnn- 
air  machines  during  the  present  war  there  is  no  reason  why  such  an 
enterprise  should  not  be  practicable,  as  well  as  possible,  should  the 
necessary  capital  be  obtamed  for  its  foundation. 
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fBOFOSALS  FOB  OOVEBNMEHT  SUPPLIES  AHD  COHSTBUCIIOI. 

(Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offlces  named.-  and  speclflcatlons  can  osaaUf 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  t>e  delivered  or  the  worit  is  to  l*c  per- 
formed. Ip  rases  where  the  time  llmir  Is  too  short  to  permit  flrma  to  snbmit  tenders,  iittf 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malllnK  lists  ot  sucli  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  tot 
future  supplies  or  work  ot  a  similar  nature.] 

Floating  crane,  No.  3597. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  Norember  11, 
1916,  for  a  250-ton  floating  revolving  crane  for  the  navy  yard.  Mare  Island, 
Cal.  Speclflcatlons  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named 
bureau. 

I'anama  Canal  supplict.  No.  3586. — Sealed  proposals  will  tie  received  by  the 
Genera]  Purchasing  Officer,  The  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until 
September  21,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on  dock 
at  eitlier  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal  Zone) 
(Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  garbage  incinerator  plant,  galvanized 
sheet  steel,  band  pumps,  lathe  chuck,  power  drill,  power-feed  jointer,  lathe, 
band-saw  machine,  bub-borlng  machine,  bushings,  flanges,  meat  broilers, 
library  paste,  pencils,  and  creosoted  piles.    (Circular  1078.) 

Meat  products,  No.  3599. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  general 
Cepot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  115  Bast  Ontario  Street.,  Chicago,  111., 
until  September  21,  1910,  for  fumlsbing  and  delivering  corned  beet,  roast 
beef,  lard,  bacon,  ham,  pork  sausage,  beef  tongue,  eta  Further  informatiMi 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Coit-offlce  conatruction.  No.  3000. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Deportment,  Washington,  D.  0., 
until  October  20,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  itost  office  at 
Bayonne,  N.  J.  Plana  and  speclflcatlons  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  above-named  office. 

Locomotive  crane.  No.  8601. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Bureau  ot 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Detmrtment,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  7&, 
1916,  for  one  20-ton  locomotive  crane,  delivered  at  the  navy  yanl.  New 
York,  N.  Y.  Specifications  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Burean 
of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Repair  of  light  vessel,  No.  3002. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  light- 
house Inspector,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  October  3.  1916,  for  docking  and 
repairing  Blunts  Reef  light  vessel  No.  83.  Information  will  be  furnished 
on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Construction  work.  No.  3603. — Sealed  proiwsals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department  Washington.  D.  C,  until 
October  12,  1910,  for  extension  of  mezzanine  floor,  etc.,  In  the  ijost  office 
and  courthouse,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Drawings  and  speclflcatlons  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Subsistence  supplies.  No.  3604. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the 
General  Depot  of  the  Quartermaster  C^rps.  War  Department  115  East 
Ontario  Street,  Chicago.  111.,  until  Septeml)er  25.  1916,  for  furnishing  and 
delivering  canned  salmon,  white  corn  meal,  baked  beans,  rice,  canned 
tomatoes,  prunes,  evaporatetl  apples  and  peaches,  tea.  coffee,  chocolate, 
pickles,  etc.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

I'anama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3(S05. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purclwslng  Officer.  The  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  September  23,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon,  Cristobal  (Atlantic  port),  or  Port  of 
Ancon  (Balboo,  Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  kerosoie 
and  gasoline  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1917.  (Circular  No. 
1079.) 

nags  and  flagHaffs,  No.  3606.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  D^artment  Washington,  D.  C.  untU 
October  0,  1010,  for  fui-nishing  flags  and  staffs    Specifications  will  bo  fur- 
,    nished  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
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Pott-offlce  construction.  No.  3007. — SenleO  proposals  wUl  be  re<;civCHl  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  TreoBury  Deiwirtiuent,  WnHliiiigton,  D.  C, 
until  October  19,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  n  post-ofllce  bulldlns  at 
Dn  Bois,  Pa.  Drawings  and  specifientlons  may  Im!  obtaine<l  on  application 
to  the  ubove-named  office. 

LoconwUre  crane.  No.  3008. — SpuIoiI  proiK>sals  will  be  rrt-eivcHl  at  tlio  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washitifrton,  D.  C,  until  November 
11,  1016,  for  furnishing  a  locomotive  Ji!)  crane  of  50  gros.s  tona  •.•apaclty  at 
the  naval  station,  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii.  Plan  and  specification  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  above-nain*^!  bureau. 


AMERICAN  CONSULAR  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  ofiicers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondenc(»,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam?. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venuo. 

Address. 

JmnO  John  F 

Chefoo,  Chlnft 

Ort.     1 
...do.... 
tO|>t.  30 
Oct.    14 
0<t.   21 
Nov.    I 

Galena,  III. 

Baieltino,  Ross 

JiOing,  James  Oliver 

LMonl,  Walter  A 

I'ort  Autonio,  Jamaii  a 

Karaitii,  India 

Colombo,  ('«yk]a 

Havr«,  France 

8t.  0all,8wltt»rland.. 
Bristol,  England 

Department  of  State,  WashtOFtoa,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Osbomo  John  Boll......... 

I  cpartmcnt  oT  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ptke,  willlara  J 

laOO  Eutaw  Place.  Baltimore  Ud. 

Pd.-rto'    Plata,     Do- 
minican Republic. 
Durban,  Sonlh  Alrica. 

Oct     1 

Sept.  30 

( /o  Uallowcll  &  Henry,  37  line  Street, 
New  York  City. 

•CNjnsnl  MnRtrrvon  Informs  the  Fnrcnn  that  lie  wlU  be  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  26 
to  80,  dnrlDB  which  period  he  will  be  pleaxed  to  meet  those  Interested  In  South  African 
aommercial  matters.  Communlratlons  ihould  be  sent  to  the  Unrcan's  district  ofDce, 
Boom  400,  Castombousc,  New  York  City. 


FAILURES  TO  HAKE  OATH  TO  EXPORT  DECLARATION. 

(Consul  Henry  H.  Balcb,  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  Aug.  10.) 

Merchandise  routed  by  steamer  from  Boston  to  Yarmouth  is  fre- 
qneutly  delayed  in  transit  because  of  the  shippers'  failure  to  make 
oath  to  the  export  declaration  before  a  customs  oi&cial,  notary,  or 
other  authorized  officer,  as  is  required  by  Treasury  decision  35969  for 
shipments  greater  than  $100  in  value. 

Many  seem  to  construe  the  statement "  but  the  oath  may  be  omitted 
on  shipments,  regardless  of  value,  to  Canada  or  Mexico  by  car,  vehi- 
cle, or  ferry,"  which  appears  on  the  back  of  the  export  declaration 
form,  to  mean  that  the  oath  may  likewise  be  omittecf  when  the  ship- 
ments are  by  vessel  to  Nova  Scotio,  which  is  incorrect.  Shippers  of 
merchandise  valued  at  more  than  $100  by  vessel  from  the  United 
States  to  Yarmouth  or  other  Nova  Scotian  destinations  should  have 
their  export  declarations  duly  attested  to  before  the  proper  official  so 
as  to  avoid  delay,  for  the  same  reason  that  the  oath  is  required  for 
exports  by  vessel  to  all  other  foreign  countries. 
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FOEEION  TBABE  OFFOBIUMITIES. 

Ueserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bvresn  and  Its  diatrlet  ofBe«s.  Bequest 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  cvportBKlty  aBmb«r. 
The  Bareaa  does  not  famish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

I'otato  flour,  No.  22443. — ^A  consular  representative  of  a  neutral  European  gor- 
ernment  Informs  the  bureau  that  be  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  100 
tons  of  potato  flour,  t.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  L  f.  port  of  entry. 

Chemicals,  dmg$,  dycstuffi,  etc..  No.  22444. — An  Indian  chemical  dealer,  wbo 
is  now  in  tbe  United  States,  writes  the  Bureau  that  he  expects  to  return 
to  India  in  October.  He  desires  to  confer  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  chemicals,  dyestufta,  drugs,  etc.,  who  may  be  Interested 
in  selling  these  commodities  In  India. 

Machinery,  No.  22445. — An  Am^lcan  consular  officer  In  Venezuela  writes  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  the  necessary  machinery  to  turn 
out  1,000  pounds  dally  of  soft  cotton  cord  similar  to  a  sample  which  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  79765.) 
Correspondence,  printed  matter,  etc.,  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Coloring  materials  and  chemicaU,  No.  22446. — ^A  business  man  In  Spain  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  act  as  agent,  on  a  commission 
basis,  for  firms  in  the  United  States  exporting  coloring  materials  and  othor 
chemical  products.    Correspondence  In  Spanish.    References. 

Il'tre^*  apparatus.  No.  22447. — ^An  American  consular  agent  in  E<cuador  asks 
to  be  supplied  with  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of 
wireless  apparatus.    Full  information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Bathtubs,  No.  22448. — A  firm  In  France  informs  an  American  consular  otBcet 
that  It  wishes  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
enameled  cast-iron  bathtubs.  CatiUogues,  price  list,  etc.,  should  be  In 
French. 

Textiles,  automobile  accessories,  etc.,  No.  22449. — A  firm  In  the  United  States 
writes  the  Bureau  that  a  Cuban  merchant  who  Is  now  in  the  United  States 
wishes  to  secure  exclusive  agencies  for  the  sale  of  the  following  com- 
modities In  Cuba:  Ostrich  feathers,  cotton  and  print  goods,  underwear, 
shoes,  rubber  goods,  barrel  staves,  toys  of  all  kinds,  magnets  and  motors, 
and  electrical  and  automobile  accessories. 

Leather  bags,  No.  22450. — An  American  coasular  officer  in  New  Zealand  trans- 
mits the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  who  Is  desirous  of  com- 
municating with  manufacturers  of  leather  bags  made  of  Morocco,  suede, 
calf,  puma  silk,  and  satin;  also  leather  grips,  suit  cases,  etc.  The  man 
wishes  to  secure  agencies  for  these  lines  and  states  that  he  Is  ready  to 
establish  credit  In  New  York,  against  which  the  seller  may  draw  on  pre- 
sentation of  shipping  documents  at  port  of  shipment.  Qnotations  should 
be  made  c.  1.  f  destination  or  f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment    Reference. 

Construction  material,  etc..  No.  22451. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Para- 
guay states  that  an  engineer  In  his  district  desires  to  secure  prices  and 
full  information  relative  to  steel  beams  and  girders,  wrought-lron  pipe,  and 
other  materials  to  be  used  In  construction  work;  also  steel  forms  for 
cement  fence  posts,  machinery  for  making  cast  stone  blocks  with  rough 
face,  machinery  for  making  cement  rooflng  tile  and  concrete  silos;  cement 
stains  and  paints,  waterproofing  mixtures,  sanitary  flxtures,  etc.  Corre- 
spondence, catalogues,  etc.,  may  be  In  Engllsli. 
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THAU  SMEITES  GIVES  EATE  Xa  AMEBICAN  lONES. 

[Consul  W.  E.  Algcr,  Fcrnic,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Sept.  7.1 

Kecognizing  the  increasing  importance  of  the  Valley  mining  dis- 
trict in  Stevens  County,  Wash.,  tlie  Consolidated  Mining  and  Smelt- 
ing Co.,  of  Canada,  has  authorized  a  reduced  treatment  charge  on 
ores  that  go  into  its  smelter  at  Trail,  British  Columbia,  and  the  Greafe 
Northern  Railroad  has  also  announced  a  reduction  in  the  freight 
rate,  both  schedules  to  become  effective  about  October  1. 

The  reduction  rate  will  be  $1.50  per  ton  on  ore  that  runs  between 
$25  and  $50  per  ton,  and  the  freight  will  be  $2.45,  or  a  total  freight 
and  treatment  charge  of  $3.95  per  ton. 

If  ore  values  exceed  $50  per  ton,  a  proportionate  additional  cliarge 
will  be  made  both  on  freight  and  treatment. 


POSITION  OP  THE  SWISS  BOTJBSES. 

[The  Economist  (London,  England),  Aug.  26.] 

An  interesting  survey  of  present  financial  conditions  in  Switzer- 
land is  given  in  the  August  issue  of  a  monthly  review  published  by 
the  Swiss  Bankverein  at  Basel,  especially  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Swiss  bourses.  The  Basel  Stock  Exchange  reopened  on 
January  7,  1915,  though  dealings  were  confined  to  cash  sales  of 
Swiss  bonds.  On  December  1  transactions  in  shares  were  authorized, 
but  it  was  not  until  June  26,  1916,  that  the  market  was  reopened  in 
its  entirety  and  the  marking  of  "  bid  "  and  "  asked  "  prices  resumed. 
The  Zurich  Bourse  was  not  reopened  until  May  15,  1916,  when 
official  dealings  in  bonds  were  restarted,  but  cash  transactions  in 
shares  were  not  resumed  until  July  10.  The  wisdom  of  reopening 
the  Basel  and  Zurich  Bourses,  it  is  maintained,  has  been  justified  by 
events. 

Sales  made  from  abroad,  though  coiwidernblc,  have  not  exorcised  any  per- 
manently depressing  Influence  on  prices;   on   the  contrary,  qiiotatioas  have 
shown  a  general  and  marked  tendency  toward  recovery.    Moreover,  tho  oftlclal 
and  regular  registration  of  prices  allows  of  n  useful  control  helnfc  exercised. 
SBOOU^-io  1073 
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and  lends  to  a  more    satisfactory    levellDg   of   prices  between  «ar  Tarloas 
ftnancial  ceuters.    It  has  gone  far  to  reassure  the  public. 

Swiss  Markets  How  Largely  Independent. 

Since  tlie  beginning  of  the  war  the  Swiss  markets  have,  perforce,  become 
almost  entirely  independent  of  the  great  international  stock  ejcchanges;  this 
has  again  been  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  recent  rise  In  the  English  Bank 
rate  and  the  reaction  which  has  taken  place  In  Wall  Street  has  bad  scarcely 
any  Influence.  Arbitrage  dealings,  which  played  such  a  prominent  part  before 
the  war,  are  completely  suspende<l.  Only  the  Geneva  market  Is  still  from  time 
to  time  perceptibly  influenced  by  the  conditions  prevailing  at  the  Paris  Bourse, 
owing  to  the  great  number  of  securities  which  are  dealt  in  on  iKith  exchanges. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  can  not  cause  surprise  that'money  rates  in  Switzerland, 
although  they  have  remained  considerably  below  those  prevailing  in  belligerent 
countries,  have  risen  sharply  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  In  view 
of  the  military  and  other  requirements  it  is  hardly  p<Kssible  to  anticipate  for  the 
next  few  years  a  return  to  an  interest  level  approaching  that  prevailing  during 
the  years  Immediately  pre<-eding  the  war.  At  times  tl>e  volume  of  transactions 
has  attiilneil  pre-war  figures;  in  general,  however,  the  total  amount  still  remains 
far  lielow  that  previously  reached. 

The  daily  fluctuations  have  become  mncli  more  considerable,  especially  In 
the  share  market.  This  applies  more  particularly  to  the  Issues  of  Swiss  com- 
panies dlrec-tiy  or  Indirectly  benefiting  by  the  exceptional  circumstances  pre- 
vailing at  the  moment,  but  also  to  foreign  securities  quote<l  at  Berlin,  Milait, 
or  Paris,  which  are  subject  to  the  influence  of  the  fluctuations  of  the  foreign 
exchiinges,  every  rise  in  the  value  of  the  Swiss  franc  Inducing  foreign  sales  of 
securities  quoted  In  Switzerland,  since  the  profit  In  exchange  would  go  far 
toward  compensating  a  fall  In  prices. 

Later  than  in  other  neutral  markets  a  recovery  In  the  prices  of  both  fixed- 
Interest  and  divifiend-bearing  securities  has  set  in  for  certain  groups  that  have 
derived  some  special  advanthges  from  the  prevailing  circumstances,  and  other 
securities  have  since  moved  In  sympathy.  Nevertheless,  the  index  number  of 
Swiss  Stock  Kxchange  securities  still  shows  a  very  marked  decline  when  com- 
pared with  tlie  prices  ruling  at  Uie  end  of  June,  1914. 

Foreign  Trade  Keflects  ImproTement 

Industrial  shares,  which  are  mostly  dealt  in  on  the  Geneva,  Basel, 
and  Lausanne  exchanges,  have  steadily  improTed  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  All  trades,  of  course,  have  not  benefited  from  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  but  the  returns  of  the  foreign  eommerce  show  a 
great  improvement: 


19U 

1913 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Tmportf 

S3«.7m.oao 

242.601,000 

»381.M7,000 
262,(N4,000 

8370,337,000 
283,5C8,0ao 

S386.254.000 
229.091,000 

8S24.3W.0a0 

£xports... 

322.aao.an 

Ezcttss  of  Imports.. ........ 

105,185,000 

119,853,000 

104.799,000 

56,103,000 

l.SllhMt 

A  heavy  depreciation  is  shown  in  the  shares  of  mountain  railwajrs 
and  hotels,  which  have  suffered  from  the  absence  of  tourists,  and  it  ia 
stated  that  financial  reconstruction  will  be  necessary  after  the  war 
for  many  of  these  concerns.  In  summing  up  the  position  the  review 
quoted  says:  "The  position  of  the  Swiss  bourses  is  a  sound  one;  the 
growing  demand  on  behalf  of  investors,  whose  capacity  of  absorp- 
tion had  been  cntirelv  underrated,  and  the  almost  complete  absence 
of  speculation,  added  to  the  superabundance  of  money,  have  paved 
the  way  for  a  return  to  better  conditions." 

The  Netherlands  Government  proposes  to  make  a  number  of 
changes  in  its  postal  tariff.  Vice  Consul  Eugene  Nabel,  of  Amster^ 
dam  states  that  the  domestic  postage  rates  on  ordinary  letterB,  post 
cards,  and  printed  matter  are  all  to  be  slightly  advanced. 
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BRAZniAN  FITEISA  FIBEIl  FOB  EXFOBT. 

[Consul  A.  T.   Uueberlc,  Pernambuco.] 

The  Pernambuco  consulate  has  been  informed  that  Dr,  Teophilo 
was  commissioned  by  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes, 
Brazil,  to  go  to  Europe  several  years  ago  to  have  a  careful  examina- 
tion made  of  the  piteira  plant.  He  took  with  him  5  tons  of  this 
plant,  and  was  informed  by  experts  there  that  its  fiber  was  as  strong 
as  the  Mexican  henequen  sent  over  to  Europe. 

It  was  also  reported  that  Coronel  Jose  Falcao,  Engenho  Jardim, 
Itambe,  Pernambuco,  Brazil,  has  cultivated  this  plant  and  has  very 
large  quantities  on  hand,  from  which  he  woulcl  be  able  to  manu- 
facture a  great  deal  of  fiber.  It  is  possible  that  he  would  be  glad 
to  make  some  arrangement  with  American  manufacturers  of  fiber 
machinery,  he  receiving  the  machinery  and  in  turn  promising  to 
furnish  the  necessary  labor  and  send  the  fiber  to  the  United  States 
if  a  steady  market  tor  his  product  can  be  found.  Inasmuch  as  he 
cultivated  the  plant  at  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  and  can  not  dispose 
of  such  large  quantities,  it  is  probable  that  he  will  be  very  much 
interested  in  the  plan  outlined.    His  full  address  is  given  above. 

(Lyster  n,  Dewey,  botanist  in  charge  of  fil>er  Investigations,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture.] 

Comments  of  V.  S.  Department  of  Agrlcalture. 

There  would  probably  be  little  difficulty  in  finding  a  market  for 

piteira  fiber  in  the  United  States  at  the  present  time  if  it  can  be 

Sroduced  in  commercial  quantities  and  of  a  uniform  quality  equal  to 
le  sample  submitted.  In  order  to  obtain  the  best  market  value,  the 
fiber  should  be  cleaned  directly  from  the  freshly  cut  green  leaves 
and  not  from  water-soaked  leaves. 

It  is  very  doubtful,  however,  whether  this  fiber,  which  is  finer  and 
softer  than  henequen  from  Yucatan,  would  command  a  price  equal 
to  henequen  fiber,  especially  for  the  fii"st  shipments.  Manufacturers 
could  not  afford  to  pay  more  for  this  fiber  than  for  henequen  until 
they  had  learned  by  actual  experience  how  it  could  be  worked  up  to 
best  advantage. 

[A  sample  of  piteirn  fiber,  forwarded  by  Consul  Hneberle,  may  be  Inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  coopera- 
tive ofDces  upon  referring  to  flle  No.  80009.] 

WOBE  OF  GEOLOGICAL  STJBVEY  IN  TEXAS. 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  carried  on  map  work 
in  Texas  since  1884.  For  four  years  the  work  was  done  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  State  and  in  1915  in  cooperation  with  Harris  Count}'. 
More  than  a  quarter  of  the  area  of  the  State  has  now  been  topo- 
graphically surveyed  and  nearly  a  hundred  of  the  resulting  maps 
have  been  published  and  are  for  sale  at  nominal  prices. 

In  Texas  up  to  1915  the  Survey  had  run  more  than  10,000  miles 
of  level  lines  and  had  marked  4,600  points  with  metal  tablets  or 
posts  showing  their  heights  above  sea  level.  The  elevations  of  these 
points  are  given  in  BuUetin  637,  just  issued  by  the  Survey  for  free 
distribution. 

A  copy  of  the  report  will  be  sent  to  engineers  and  others  who  have 
occasion  to  use  accurate  elevations.  Beouests  for  copies  should  be 
ad<lressed  to  the  Geological  Snrvo}',  Washington,  D.  G. 
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SOUTH  DTDIA'S  TRADE  IN  S£D  PEFPEB. 

(CoDBOl  Lucien  Memmlnger,  Hadraii.] 

Madras  Presidency  is  by  far  the  largest  producer  of  chillies  (red 
pep|)er)  in  India  proper,  followed  ordinarily  by  Bengal  and  the 
Pnniab.  The  area  devoted  to  this  culture  can  not  be  stat^  definitely, 
as  the  plants  are  most  frequently  raised  as  borders  to  fields  or  as 
lines  through  fields.  In  eastern  and  northern  Bengal,  however,  cap- 
sicum becomes  a  regular  field  crop.  In  the  Madras  Presidency  chil- 
lies are  raised  for  commercial  purposes  principally  at  Guntur,  Nel- 
lore,  Erode,  Salem,  and  Ongole,  where  tne  plant  thrives  best  in  irri- 
gated lands.  The  commonest  form  is  the  Capsicum  annum,  to  which 
the  Japan,  Bombay,  and  other  long  capsicums  belong.  The  surplus 
crop  of  chillies,  or  that  not  used  for  domestic  consumption  in  the 
fresh  state,  is  dried  and  exported. 

The  name  "Bombay  capsicum"  has  become  applied  to  nearly  all 
red  pepper  exported  from  the  west  coast,  even  though  the  product 
may  ha  ve  originated  in  the  Madras  Presidency.  This  variety  is  2  or 
3  inches  long,  with  a  thick  skin  and  a  heavy  stem.  It  is  usually  the 
cheapest  grade  available  for  grinding  and,  when  bright-red,  clean 
pods  are  secured,  will  produce  a  good  colored  powder  of  considerable 
strength.  The  Bombay  capsicum  is  mixed  with  Mombessa  and  other 
strong  chillies  by  many  grinders  to  produce  a  strong  ground  red  pep- 
per at  a  moderate  price. 

The  exports  from  Madras  to  the  United  States  during  the  six 
months  ended  Jtme  30,  1916,  aggregated  64,960  pounds,  valued  at 
$9,125.  The  shipments  to  all  countries  in  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31, 1915-16,  totaled  8,050,911  pounds,  valued  at  $496,707.  The 
yearly  crop  in  South  India  is  estimated  at  about  4,000  tons.  In 
India  red  pepper  is  much  used  as  an  ingredient  in  all  curries  and 
many  other  food  preparations  by  every  class  of  the  community.  In 
Bengal  an  extract  of  the  consistency  of  treacle  is  regularly  prepared 
and  sold.  The  green  fruits  are  pickled  or  cooked  fresh  with  epedal 
dishes  and  even  eaten  raw. 


RAPED  OROWTH  OF  8IBERIAK  TOWH. 

[London  Times  Raaalan  Section,  Ans.  26.] 

According  to  a  writer  in  the  Novoe  Vremya,  the  town  of  Novo 
Nikolaievsk,  Siberia,  has  shown  remarkable  ^owth.  When  the 
Ti-ans-Siberian  Railway  reached  the  Ob,  the  site  of  Novo  Nicko- 
laievsk  was  virgin  budi.  Now  it  is  a  modern  city  of  100,000  inhab- 
itants, with  electric  light,  numerous  large  stone  buildings,  schools,  a 
large  town  hall,  a  cathedral  in  the  Byzantine  style,  and  the  palace  of 
the  Romonof  professional  school.  The  secret  of  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  city  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  situated  at  the  point  of  intersection 
of  the  great  western  Siberian  artery,  the  Ob,  and  the  Siberian  Rail- 
way. Now  that  the  Altai  Railway  has  reached  Biisk,  Barnaul,  and 
Semipalatinsk,  considerable  freight  will  go  past  Nikolaievsk,  but 
the  city  will  make  up  for  this  loss  by  the  cargoes  that  will  be  trans- 
shipped into  Ob  vessels  for  conveyance  down  the  river  to  the  future 
Ob- White  Sea  Railway.  Novo  Nikolaievsk  will  thus  become  a  "  win- 
dow into  Europe"  not  only  for  the  Altai  but  also  for  all  Siberia 
along  the  railway  i-oiitc  from  the  eastern  boundary  of  Tomsk  Gov- 
ernment almost  to  Omsk. 
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BEVENXFES  ASJ)  EZPENSITTTBES  OF  SAO  PAULO. 

[Vice  CoDsol  Bobert  S.  Keiscr,  SSo  Paulo,  Braall,  July  81.] 

The  total  revenue  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  in  1915  were 
the  largest  in  five  years,  notwithstanding  the  export  diiBculties  aris- 
ing out  of  the  European  war  and  the  reduction  in  the  official  coffee 
valuation  on  which  the  export  duty  is  based.  The  estimated  reve- 
nues in  the  1915  budget  were  placed  at  $18,621,250,  while  the  aptual 
receipts  amounted  to  $19,474,333,  an  excess  of  $853,083  over  the  esti- 
mates. The  budget  was  based  on  the  average  receipts  in  the  four 
preceding  years,  the  range  being  from  $15,986,541  in  1911  to 
$19,001,996  in  1913,  with  a  fall  to  $16,427,850  in  1914.  The  princi]>al 
source  of  revenue  is  the  duty  on  exports  of  coffee,  hides,  tobacco, 
and  wood.  These  products,  however,  do  not  represent  all  the  exports 
of  the  State,  for  statistics  show  that  $40,500,000  of  other  products, 
duty  free,  were  exported  from  Sao  Paulo  in  1915.  A  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  revenues  is  given  below: 


Items. 

Revenue^ 

Items. 

Revenue. 

Export  duties 

$10,323,654 

28.024 

1,611.072 

454.741 

350.063 

621.154 

1,018, 182 
010.174 
80.560 
42.364 
275.506 
438.833 
39,586 

Tax  on  capital  employed 

S270.039 

Fees 

37.43> 

306.190 

254.806 

181.769 

TiBfflho  tax 

Judicial  tax 

75.417 

88.834 

1,397.739 

166.800 

Sower  tax  and  tax  on  buildings  in 
'  Blate  Capital 

Tax  on  salaries  and  subsidies 

Indemnities    

Water  tax 

School  tax         

State  properties ........... 

186.485 

190.626 

Total 

Special  tax 

19,474,333 

Beal  estate  tax................ 

Expenditures. 

Althougli  the  revenues  excesded  the  budget  estimates,  they  were 
not  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenditures,  there  being  a  deficit  of 
$3,689,779.  In  the  budget  the  expenditures  had  been  placed  withia 
the  revenue  figure  but  they  were  increased  during  the  year  by  the 
demands  for  public  relief,  by  the  needs  of  prisons  and  asylums,  by 
river  and  railway  improvements,  and  by  the  differences  in  exchange 
on  the  interest  on  foreign  loans. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  budget  for  the  coming  year,  the  president 
of  the  State  recommends  a  policy  of  vigorous  economy,  with  a  view 
to  balancing  accounts  by  a  limitation  of  expenditures  rather  than  by 
the  creation  of  new  taxes. 


Compilation  of  Corporation  Laws  in  Brazil. 

A  compilation  of  the  laws  governing  corporations  and  stock  com- 
panies in  Brazil,  entitled  "  Das  Sociedades  Anonymas,"  has  been 
received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  This 
work  contains  a  commentary  by  the  compiler,  Spencer  Vampre,  who 
is  a  practical  lawyer  and  an  instructor  in  political  economy  in  the 
University  of  Sao  Paulo.  The  book  (in  Portuguese)  may  be  con- 
sulted at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  dis- 
trict or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  1829. 
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MEXICO  BUYUiO  SOAP  FROM  UHITED  STATES. 

ICoBSal  WUItam  W.  Otiutda,  Vera  Cnu,  Aug.  14.] 

Although  recent  conditions  in  Mexico  have  h&d  an  unfavorable 
effect  on  the  money-exchange  rates  and  on  the  demand  for  merchan- 
dise, and  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  there  is  a  good  market  for  im- 
ported soaps,  yet  there  is  less  competition  than  in  normal  times. 

Under  more  favorable  conditions,  two  large  soap  factories  at 
Vera  Cruz,  one  important  soap  factory  at  Tlacotalpam,  and  smaller 
ones  in  Jala  pa,  Orizaba,  and  other  towns  of  the  Vera  Cruz  consular 
district,  as  well  as  two  oil  companies  (American  and  British)  with 
refineries  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  furnished  the  greater  part  of 
the  ordinary  grades  of  soap  consumed  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Now  the  oil  companies,  although  once  able  almost  to  swamp  the  mar- 
ket, seem  no  longer  in  a  position  to  meet  the  demand.  The  regular 
soap  factories  are  still  running,  but  are  suffering  from  an  inability  to 
obtain  raw  materials  in  the  necessary  quantities. 
Chanires  in  Tariff  ?roTliions. 

The  Constitutionalist  Government,  realizing  that  the  supply  of 
domestic  soap  was  proving  inadequate,  in  a  decree  of  March  6,  1916, 
placed  on  the  free  list  ordinary  unscented  soap  not  suitable  for  toilet 
use.  In  the  hope,  however,  that  this  exemption  will  no  longer  be 
necessary,  a  decree  of  August  6  stated  that  a  duty  of  5  centavos  per 
legal  kilo  (approximately  I  cent,  American  currency,  per  pound) 
would  be  inijKJsed  beginning  August  21.  Even  this  duty  is  low  in 
comparison  with  the  25  centavos  per  legal  kilo  (about  6  cents  per 
pound)  laid  by  the  old  tariff  in  times  when  the  domestic  soap  pro- 
ducers had  natural  advantages  in  addition  to  the  tariff. 

According  to  the  old  tariff,  No.  692,  perfumed  soap  paid  1  peso 
per  legal  kilo  (about  22  cents  per  pound).  The  Constitutionalist 
Government  imposed  a  surtax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  import  duties  in 
addition  to  the  Vera  Cruz  port  duty  of  2  per  cent  already  being 
charged  as  a  sort  of  surtax.  (A  new  tariff  to  go  into  effect  on  Nov.  1, 
1916,  aims  to  do  away  with  the  10  per  cent  surtax.  The  provisions 
for  soap  have  not  yet  been  published.)  ^ 

Even  before  the  European  war  American  manufacturers  succeeded 
in  obtaining  more  orders  than  European  exporters.  This  fact  is  indi- 
cated by  statistics  of  imports  through  the  Vera  Cruz  customhouse  in 
the  calendar  year  1913  (the  latest  statistics  available).  The  figures 
are: 


Conntrla. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Countries. 

Qoantity. 

Talna, 

aCENTEO. 
United  Kingdom    

Pounif. 

3.223 

13,^63 

12,  Kg 

U,358 

2S4 

tl,160 
7,T«1 
3.210 

28,788 
1(» 

CNSCENTSP. 
United  Kingdom 

Pouniji. 
12,000 
S,26a 

44,026 
S38 

C4n 

FlBDM 

i,as 

Oflmianv .,  . 

Germany 

802 

United  Statas 

United  States 

1,068 

Spaiii,  Italy,  and  Austria..... 

Spain  and  Italy .............. 

41 

Total  iXQScented 

Total  scenlod 

a,  057 

39,055 

SS.SH 

lO.OSI 

Total  lor  all  soaps 

U»,6U 

10,023 

Trade  Affected  by  Transportation  Facilities. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  European  Avar,  the  German  soap  supply 
was  cut  off,  and  the  tAvo  Germ.nn  houses  that  handled  soap  in  Vera 
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Cruz  turned  to  the  United  States  for  purchases.  The  British  steam- 
ship lines  have  gradually  ceased  to  send  vessels  with  general  cargo  to 
Vera  Cruz,  and  the  French  liners  arrive  but  rarely  nowadays.  In 
contrast  to  this  disadvantage  in  transportation  facilities  from  north- 
em  Europe,  vessels  of  the  Compaiiia  Trasatlantica  Espafiola  call 
once  a  month  at  New  York  on  the  way  to  Vera  Cruz,  the  Ward  Line 
has  biweekly  sailings  from  that  port,  and  several  vessels,  especially 
of  the  Wolvin  Line  and  the  Compafiia  Mexicana  de  Navegaci6n, 
come  to  Vera  Cruz  from  New  Orleans  and  Texas  City. 

Several  American  soap  companies  have  already  recognized  the 
fact  that  there  is  an  opening  for  their  product,  an^  American  soaps 
are  being  handled  even  by  the  merchants  who  formerly  showed  a 

E reference  for  European  soaps.  Soap  is  kept  in  stock  principally 
y  dry-goods  firms,  druggists,  grocers,  and  hardware  dealers.  The 
larger  stores  can  afford  to  import  directly;  the  small  shops  obtain 
their  supplies  from  local  commission  houses.  Prices  may  be  quoted 
to  importers  here  in  American  currency  and  both  f.  o.  b.  and  c.  i.  f. 
Weights  are  almost  always  calculated  in  kilos.  Although  Spanish 
is  preferred  for  correspondence,  most  of  the  large  importers,  espe- 
cially in  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  understand  Englisli. 

[A  list  of  firms  In  the  Vera  Cruz  consular  district  which  may  be  Interested 
in  Imports  of  sonp  can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Gonunerce,.  its  district  or  cooperative  ofSces.    liefer  to  file  No.  79953.] 

STOCK  BAISmO  IN  CUBA. 

Tlie  high  price  of  sugar  that  followed  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war  influenced  many  Cuban  planters  to  plant  in  sugar  cane  large 
tracts  of  grazing  land.  There  are  still  left  in  the  island,  however, 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  suitable  for  stock  raising,  and  if  sown 
with  grasses  and  forage  plants  these  lands,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Cuban  Agricultural  Department,  quoted  by  the  Camara  de  Comercio 
in  its  Bofetin  Oficial,  would  yield  returns  quite  as  profitable  as  those 
devoted  to  sugar  cane. 

Two  pasture  grasses  were  imported  into  the  country  some  years 
ago,  the  Parana  from  Argentina,  and  the  Guinea  grass  from  the  west 
coast  of  Africa,  and  they  have  proved  well  adapted  to  the  climate 
and  soil  of  Cuba.  It  is  estimated  that  100  acres  in  either  of  these 
grasses  will  pasture  from  50  to  70  head  of  cattle  in  a  year.  Alfalfa 
has  been  introduced  into  the  island,  and  when  the  soil  is  inoculated 
with  alfalfa  bacteria,  it  thrives.  The  Province  of  Camagucy  is 
noted  for  its  fine  pasture  lands.  Oriente  and  Las  Vegas  are  aL«o  rich 
in  grass  lands,  though  in  these  Provinces,  as  in  Habana  and  Matnnzus, 
good  lands  are  held  at  very  high  prices.  In  Pinar  del  Rio  there  are 
'  grazing  lands  offered  at  $20  to  $40  an  acre,  which  under  i)roper 
management  would  yield  a  profit  of  20  to  40  per  cent  on  the  in- 
vestment. 

High-grade  cattle  have  been  imported  into  the  island  during  re- 
cent years,  and  the  native  herds  are  being  rapidly  improved.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  registered  a  total  of  4,000^000  cattle 
in  the  country.  Cuba  is  said  to  be  well  adapted  for  raising  horses 
and  muleSjiand  American  breeds  introduced  in  the  island  thrive  as 
at  home.  The  native  Cuban  horses  are  of  Arabian  stock,  introduced 
during  the  Spanish  conquest,  and  they  are  much  valued  for  their 
great  endurance. 
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COTTON  PIECE  OOODS  TBABE  OP  FOOCHOW  BI8TBICI. 

[Consul  Albert  W.  Pontiai,  Foocbow,  CUna.  July  12.} 

Importations  of  foreign-made  cotton  piece  goods  into  the  Foo- 
ehovi  district  dnring  the  past  year  amounted  in  value  to  more  than 
$500,000,  the  greater  share  of  the  trade  being  in  gray  and  white 

¥lain  shirtings,  drills,  jeans,  T-cloths,  chintzes  and  cotton  prints, 
urkey  red  cottons,  cotton  italians,  poplins,  and  Sannel. 
There  are  in  F"oochow  about  30  native  firms  handling  cotton  piece 
goods.  The  high  prices  which  prevailed  during  the  past  year  have 
fallen  off  to  some  extent  within  the  last  four  months,  owmg  to  the 
dullness  of  trade  and  the  high  rate  of  exchange.  Various  brands, 
of  which  only  small  stocks  remain,  are  still  quoted  at  a  high  figure. 
The  local  money  market  has  tightened,  and,  as  a  rule,  only  small 
orders  have  been  placed.  The  trade  of  the  present  year  is  sure  to 
be  much  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  one. 

PrMnoting:  Trade  in  American  Piece  Qoods. 

The  local  native  merchants  purchase  most  of  their  wares  through 
a  broker  or  agent  in  Hongkong  or  Shanghai.  It  is  seldom  that  any 
ordei-s  are  placed  direct  with  the  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States.  Although  native  merchants  have  been  approached  at  tiroes 
by  American  manufacturers,  such  written  attempts  to  introduce 
goods  have  generally  proved  unsuccessful. 

The  trade  in  American  piece  goods  could  best  be  promoted 
tlirough  the  establishment  of  an  American  general  import  and  ex- 
port firm.  The  trade  in  the  three  South  China  ports  of  Foochow, 
Amoy,  and  Swatow  could,  as  a  matter  of  economy,  be  looked  after 
by  one  firm,  permanent  headquarters  being  established  at  either 
Foochow  or  Swatow,  the  other  ports  being  covered  by  visits  made 
at  regular  intervals,  the  interests  of  the  said  firm  being  placed  in 
the  hands  of  some  responsible  native  firm  or  compradore.  [Swatow's 
trade  in  cotton  goods  was  reviewed  in  C!ommeece  Reforts  for  Dec. 
16,  1915.] 

The  names  of  three  Foochow  native  dealers  in  cotton  piece  goods 
who  are  able  to  correspond  in  English  are  forwarded  [and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  79866]. 
In  corresponding  with  these  firms  samples  with  prices  Bhould  ac- 
company all  letters  of  inquiry  in  order  to  avoid  delay. 

Japanese  Advantagres  of  Nearness  and  DistribntinK  Facilities. 

Tlie  bulk  of  the  cotton  piece  goods  consumed  in  the  Foochow 
district  is  of  British  manufacture.  Of  that  imported  from  Jarmn 
the  fabric  known  as  Japanese  cotton  cloth  is  the  best  seller.  The 
Japanese  manufacturer  has  also  proved  a  formidable  comj)etitor  in 
T-cIoth  and  cotton  flannel.  The  nearness  to  the  consuming  market 
and  the  presence  of  Japanese  firms  and  agents  at  every  trade  center 
in  China  are  impoi-tant  factors  in  favor  of  the  Japanese  article,  and 
this  advantage  makes  competition  a  difficult  matter. 

As  a  result  of  this  condition  the  trade  in  certain  lines — ^bnt  only  a 
few — may  ultimately  be  monopolized  by  the  Jai)anese  manufacturer; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  thei'e  are  many  lines  in  which  he  can  not 
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possibly  enter  into  competition  with  the  American  or  European 
manufacturer,  and  a  careful  surrey  of  the  existing  demand  for  piece 
goods  in  general  will  show  this  to  be  a  fact. 
XlBds  la  Popular  Demand. 

In  the  following  discussion  of  the  kinds  of  cotton  piece  goods 
in  popular  demand  in  Foochow,  values  are  given  in  local  currency. 
At  the  present  bank  rate  of  exchange  $100  local  currency  is  equiva- 
lent to  $48  United  States  gold. 

The  cambric  calico  imported  is  wholly  of  British  manufacture; 
tljis  cloth  is  dyed  locailv  blue  or  black  and  is  used  chiefly  by  the 
poorer  classes.  The  cloths  in  best  demand  are  known  as  the  Dragon 
and  Bear  brands.  The  calicoes  come  put  up  in  bolts  24  yards  by  31^ 
inches,  the  Dragon  brand  selling  for  $4.90  and  the  Bear  brand  for 
$5.10. 

Printed  calicoes  and  chintzes  sold  on  the  local  market  are  of  Rus- 
sian, British,  and  Japanese  manufacture.  This  cloth  is  used  by 
women  and  children  practically  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year, 
and  the  Russian  cloth  meets  with  the  widest  favor.  The  Russian 
cloth  is  sold  in  bolts  of  60  yards  by  24  inches  at  $9;  the  British, 
80  yards  by  28  inches,  at  $6.40;  and  the  Japanese,  30  yards  by  28 J 
inches,  at  $4.60. 

About  90  per  cent  of  the  local  trade  in  drills  is  in  the  British 
article,  the  remainder  of  the  demand  being  for  goods  of  American 
manufacture.  The  British  cloth  in  chief  demand  is  known  as  the 
Eagle  brand  and  is  sold  in  bolts  of  40  yards  by  29  inches  at  $9.70, 
while  the  American  cloth  (the  Horse  brand),  which  comes  in  bolts 
of  the  same  size,  is  priced  at  $8.20. 

Itallaas,  Jeans,  PopUns,  lenos,  and  8hirting:s. 

The  trade  in  cotton  Italians  is  a  good  one.  All  of  this  cloth  is 
imported  from  England.  It  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing 
f«r  the  better  class  of  Chinese  and  comes  put  up  in  bolts  of  30  yards 
by  30  inches,  costing  $17.  All  of  the  stocks  of  jeans  imported  are 
likewise  of  British  manufacture;  this  cloth  is  also  used  m  making 
clothing,  chiefly  for  the  summer  months,  the  two  kinds  in  best  de- 
mand being  the  Rat  brand,  in  bolts  of  30  yards  by  30  inches,  priced 
at  $4.15,  and  the  Otter  brand,  30  yards  by  28^  inches,  selling  for 
for  $4.85. 

Poplins  are  in  good  demand.  Practically  all  of  this  cloth  is  of 
British  manufacture.  There  are  many  varieties,  the  cloth  being 
sold  for  $20  per  bolt  of  30  yards  by  30  inches.  The  lenos  imported 
are  likewise  of  British  manufacture  and  are  used  chiefly  for  cur- 
tains. The  cloth  is  white  in  color  and  is  sold  in  two  grades — ^24 
yards  by  28  inches,  at  $4.60  per  bolt,  and  66  yards  by  28  inches, 
at  $7.50. 

The  shirtings  imported  locally  are  manufactured  in  England. 
Gray  shirtings  are  employed  for  mourning  wer.r  and  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bags  for  the  tea  shipped  to  North  China.  The  same  cloth 
dyed  blue  is  used  for  the  lining  of  winter  garments.  White  shirtings 
are  universally  used  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing  for  both  sexes. 
The  brands  in  best  demand  are  Dragon,  38^  yards  by  38^  inches,  gray, 
plain,  at  $6.20;  Eagle,  38^  yards  by  37J  inches,  gi-ay,  plain,  at  $6; 
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Elephant,  43^  yards  by  37  inches,  white,  plain,  at  $9.50;  and  Tiger, 
41  yards  by  36|  inches,  white,  plain,  at  $10,40. 

Flannel,  Snok,  and  T-clotli. 

Japanese  cotton  cloth  is  widely  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth- 
ing for  men  and  women.  That  in  best  demand  is  white  with  dark 
lines,  having  a  short  plush  nap  on  one  side;  this  makes  the  cloth 
froll  adapted  for  cold  weather.  Bolts  15  yards  by  25  inches  in  size 
sell  for  $2.50.  The  major  part  of  the  demand  for  tlic  ordinary  cottoa 
flannel  is  in  the  Japanese  article,  and  this  cloth  comes  put  up  in 
bolts  of  20  to  60  yards  by  28  inches  and  costs  25  cents  per  yard.  A 
small  amount  of  American  cotton  flannel  was  imported  during  the 
past  year. 

Cotton  duck  importations  are  entirely  of  British  origin.  This 
cloth  is  used  in  making  summer  garments  and  is  put  up  m  bolts  of 
30  yards  by  30J  inches,  costing  $8.40. 

T-cloths  sold  on  the  local  markets  are  manufactured  in  England 
and  Japan.  This  cloth  is  used  by  the  poorer  classes  for  mourning 
purposes  and  in  the  making  of  bags  for  the  cheaper  grades  of  tea 
sold  here.  T-cloth  dyed  is  also  used  in  making  coolie  clothing.  The 
best  seller  is  the  British  cloth  38|  yards  by  36  inches,  costing  $4; 
the  Japanese  article,  an  inferior  cloth,  imitates  the  British  in  both 
brand  and  size  and  sells  for  $3.50. 

lAwns,  Turkey  Keds,  and  Hankeent. 

Lawns  are  all  of  British  manufacture  and  come  in  gray,  pink, 
light  blue,  and  black;  white  lawns  arc  also  to  be  found  on  the  local 
market.  Lawns  are  put  up  in  bolts  of  40  j-ards  by  36  inches,  costing 
$10.  The  Turkey-red  cloth  sold  on  the  local  market  is  imported  from 
England  and  Japan;  most  of  it  is  shipped  to  interior  points  and  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  women's  clotning.  The  British  cloth  is  25 
yards  by  30  inches  and  costs  $7.50,  and  the  Japanese  cloth  25  yards 
by  27  inches  at  $6.50. 

Nankeens,  or  native-manufactured  cotton  cloth,  and  the  so-called 
silk  cloth  have  a  very  good  sale  on  the  local  market.  All  of  this 
cloth  is  used  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  for  men  and  women. 
The  annual  consumption  in  this  district  is  estimated  at  80,000  pieces, 
two-thirds  of  which  are  imported  from  Shanghai,  the  remainder 
being  manufactured  locally.  The  cotton  goods  known  as  silk  cloth 
contains  no  silk,  but  is  made  of  a  superior  grade  of  cotton  yam, 
which  gives  a  sheen  or  luster  in  the  course  of  its  manufacture.  Nan- 
keens and  silk  cloth  are  put  up  in  bolts  of  19  yards  by  21  inches  and 
cost  $3  and  $4.20,  respectively. 

[For  general  reviews  of  the  cotton  piece-goods  trade  of  China,  see  articles 
by  Commercial  Agent  Ralph  M.  Odell  in  Commebce  Refobts  for  Jan.  4,  Feb.  23, 
July  22,  and  Sept  25,  1915;  also  his  242-page  monograph  entitled  "Cotton 
Goods  in  China,"  and  Icnown  as  Special  Agents  Series  No.  107,  which  may  be 
obtained  at  25  cents  per  copy  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  district  and  coopcratlTe 
offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

The  considerable  demand  for  antimony  during  the  last  year  has 
stimulated  the  development  of  certain  Alaskan  deposits  of  that  metal, 
from  which  ore  to  the  value  of  about  $74,000  was  mined  and  shipped 
during  1915.  according  to  a  report  published  by  the  United  States 
deological  Survey. 
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AVSTBIAS  PTJSCHASES  OF  AETIHCIAL  IIHBS. 

tTlce  Cousal  JobD  L.  Boucbal,  Pragae,  Bohemia,  Jnl;  20.] 

Artificial  limbs  are  now  used  in  the  Prague  consular  district  to  a 
considerable  extent,  but  only  such  kinds  are  sold  as  are  made  either 
in  this  country  or  in  Germany.  There  is  no  present  possibility  of 
importing  them  from  the  United  States,  the  country  that  is  nere 
credited  with  producing  the  best  kinds  of  artificial  limbs.  Although 
the  prices  of  American  makes  are  considerably  higher  than  those 
in  this  country,  it  is  asserted  by  local  orthopedists  that  well-to-do 
persons  who  can  afford  to  spend  more  money  for  such  articles  wiU 
undoubtedly  give  preference  to  the  American  products. 

The  feature  of  a  recent  lecture  on  artificial  limbs  and  their  use- 
fulness, delivered  by  the  chief  physician  of  the  orthopedic  hospital 
in  Prague,  was  the  appearance  of  Dr.  Max  Kohn,  superintendent  of 
the  orthopedic  division  of  the  Moabit  Hospital  in  Berlin,  who,  hav- 
ing lest  his  left  hand  through  infection,  used  an  artificial  hand 
made  by  an  American  company  and  demonstrated  its  efficiency  and 
usefulness  in  such  a  perfect  and  admirable  way  that  it  was  hardly 
noticeable  that  all  the  movements  and  experiments  were  performoa 
by  an  artificial  hand. 

Fromlnent  Citizens  Witness  Demonstrations. 

The  demonstrations  by  Dr.  Kohn  were  praised  by  the  assembled 
audience,  which  includcci  the  governor  of  Bohemiaj  the  leading  sur- 
geons, and  a  large  numl)cr  of  prominent  physicians  and  citizens 
of  Prague  and  vicinity. 

The  number  of  persons  having  amputated  limbs  in  Austria-Hun- 
gary after  the  war  will  probably  be  considerable.  For  the  great 
masses  of  the  people,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  laboring  classes,  it 
•will  not  be  possible,  in  buying  an  artificial  limb,  to  spend  $250,  the 
average  price  charged  by  the  American  company  mentioned,  but 
the  wealtliier  classes  will  gladly  purchase  such  coods. 

The  prices  allowed  by  the  Austrian  Army  administration  for  ar- 
tificial limbs  made  in  this  country,  in  crowns  (equivalent  to  $0.2026 
each^,  are:  Artificial  limb  for  the  upper  part  of  tne  thigh,  including 
a  pair  of  good,  suitable  shoes,  275 ;  artificial  limb  for  the  shank,  in- 
cluding shoes,  220;  artificial  limb  after  exarticulation  in  the  ankle 
joint,  including  shoes,  165;  upper-arm  limb  when  an  exarticulation 
IS  made  in  the  shoulder  joint,  198;  artificial  limb  after  amputation 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  arm,  154 ;  artificial  limb  after  amputation  of 
the  forearm  and  hand,  132 ;  artificial  limb  after  amputation  of  single 
fingers,  50  to  90.  The  prices  of  artificial  arm  limbs  are  for  cosmetic 
limbs  with  a  plain  mechanism. 

Each  military  person  who  has  suffered  amputation  is  entitled  to 
one  artificial  limb  from  the  military  administration ;  and.  in  view  o£ 
the  fact  that  only  one  artificial  limb  is  furnished  free  of  cnarge  by  it, 
the  prospect  of  the  sale  of  artificial  limbs  in  this  country  is  very 
favorable. 

[A  list  of  orthopedists,  surgeons,  and  hospitals  In  tlie  Pragne  consular  dis- 
trict may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its 
district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  80105.  An  article  on  the  Vienna 
market  for  artlQclal  limbs  was  published  In  Coumerce  Refobts  for  June  12, 
1915.] 
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FETKOLEUM  ENTEBPBISE  IN  SOUTH  AfBICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Fayette  J.  Flezcr,  Port  Ellzabetb,  Aug.  2.] 

Indications  of  the  presence  of  mineral  oils  in  the  districf;  imme- 
diately surrounding  Port  Elizabetli  have  attracted  the  attenticm  of 
a  group  of  local  capitalists,  and  the  Uitenliage  Petroleum  and  Min- 
ing Co.  has  been  incorporated  in  South  Africa  under  very  broad 
articles.  Papers  were  filed  with  the  Government  on  June  15,  1916, 
and  the  full  issue  of  one  hundred  i^5  ($121.G6)  shares  was  imme- 
diately subscribed. 

The  field  was  surveyed  by  a  prominent  British  expert,  who  re- 
ported the  geological  formation  to  be  very  similar  to  tliat  of  the 
Caucasus  belt.  Prospecting  o]>erations  which  then  followed  resulted 
unsatisfactorily.  The  present  site  was  selected  after  consulting  sev- 
eral prominent  South  African  geologistSj  and  is  3  miles  from  a  main- 
line railway  and  20  miles  from  Port  Elizabeth. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  subscribed  capital  will  be  sufficient  to  sink 
and  case  a  test  hole  to  a  depth  of  1,500  feet,  300  of  which  have 
already  been  completed.  Cores  from  various  depths  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Government's  geological  department,  with  the  result 
that  strong  indications  of  a  rich  petroleum  base  oil  were  reported. 

The  capital  is  to  be  increased  if  further  tests  justify  such  a  course. 


FOBESTKY  SEBVICE  IN  SlO  FAXTIO. 

t 

[Vice  CoDsuI  Robert  S.  Eelser,  SSo  Paulo,  nrazll,  July  31.] 

The  Forestry  Service  of  the  State  of  Ss'io  Paulo  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  April  of  1911  up  to  March  of  the  present  year  has  distributed 
4,582,973  trees,  or  an  average  of  916,594  per  j'car.  The  distribution 
of  fruit  trees  by  the  recently  created  section  of  fruit  culture  during 
the  past  year  reached  a  total  of  49,G95  plants  of  36  different  species. 
Beginning  with  March,  1915,  the  Government  decided  to  sell  at  a  low 
price  the  fruit  trees  and  cuttings,  as  it  was  found  that  the  system  of 
free  distribution  led  to  abuses  and  a  lack  of  proper  attention  to  the 
plants.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  change  in  policy  did  not  cause 
a  decrease  in  the  requests  for  cuttings,  but  rather  an  increase,  for 
while  in  1914  trees  and  plants  to  the  number  of  31,049  were  distrib- 
uted gratuitously,  in  1915  orders  were  i-eceived  for  49,695,  all  of 
which  were  shipped  and  paid  for.  Improvements  are  planned  in  the 
Forestry  Service  of  the  State,  and  measures  are  being  taken  to  re- 
plant with  trees  certain  devastated  lands  and  to  prevent  the  further 
devastation  of  timber  lands. 


NEW  SCADS  BITBEAXr  IN  SAITADOS. 

The  National  Assembly  of  Salvador  has  created  a  bureau  of  public 
roads,  designated  Direccion  General  de  CaminoSj  to  operate  under 
the  Ministerio  de  Fomento,  according  to  a  decree  in  a  recent  number 
of  the  Diario  Oficial.  The  new  bureau  will  be  in  charge  of  technical 
men  who  will  make  an  exhaustive  study  of  all  plans  for  roads  and 
bridges,  with  a  view  to  working  out  a  system  of  connecting  routes 
which  will  provide  means  of  commimication  for  the  entire  country. 
All  work  relating  to  the  construction  of  new  roads  or  the  repair  of 
old  ones  will  he  .idmipistw.-cd  by  this  roads  bureau. 
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HEW  SWISS  BTTSmrESS  FBOM  "TBADE  OPPOBTUiriTIES." 

(Causal  Walter  B.  Scbulz,  Berne,  Aag.  18.] 

While  not  all  of  the  "Trade  Opportunities"  submitted  by  the 
Berne  consulate  bring  the  desired  commercial  connections,  very 

rl  business  has  resulted  from  the  publication  of  some  of  them. 
"  Opportunity  "  forwarded  by  this  office  in  1915  at  the  instance 
of  the  Quartermaster  General's  Department  of  the  Swiss  Army  led 
to  the  importation  of  8,000  tons  of  sugar,  valued  at  approximately 
$1,000,000,  and  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  further  orders  for 
15,000  tons  were  placed  in  the  United  States.  Another  "Oppor- 
tunity" submitted  last  vear  for  a  well-known  Swiss  condensery  re- 
sulted during  the  March  quarter  of  1916  in  a  $30,000  order  for  tin 
plate. 

Nine  "  Opportunities"  transmitted  in  the  June  quarter  of  the  cur- 
rent year  biought' orders  for  $18,366  worth  of  American  goods — 
glucose,  $9,000;  piano  felt,  $1,466;  antimony,  $3,700;  and  corn- 
starch, $4^00. 

In  addition  to  these  "Opportunity"  results,  the  eflForts  of  the 
Berne  consulate  contributed  to  the  success  of  a  New  York  firm  in 
securing  an  $800,000  alcohol  order  from  the  Swiss  Government. 

AMESICAN  CONSULAS  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondencf,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Port. 

Address. 

l«r«n,J<*nF „ 

Sttttltino  Ross 

Chefoo,  China 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceyimi 

Havre,  France 

St.  Qall.Switicrland.. 
BrlMol,  Bnxland 

Oct.     1 
...do.... 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    H 

Oct.  a 

Nov.    1 

Os1ena,in. 

Department  of  State,  WashinKtOB,  D.  C. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kansas  Chy,  Mo. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

LabiK,  James  Oliver 

l^MMrd    Walter  A 

Oiihome  John  Ball 

I  epartment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Jtkp,  WtlUam  J 

■  J  o. 

1200  Eutaw  Place,  BalUmore,  Ud. 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson.... 
Ilasterson,  William  W.«.... 

Pucno'    Plata,     Do- 
minican Rppublio. 
Durban,  Booth  Alrica. 

Oct.     1 
Sept.  30 

C/o  UaUowell  &  Henry,  27  Pine  Strost, 
New  York  tlty.                               ^ 

•CoDRUl  Maxterwn  Inform*  the  Bnreaa  that  be  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  26 
to  80,  dnrlns  which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  iDtcrested  In  South  African 
cammerdal  mattern.  Commnnlcatlong  should  bo  sent  to  tlie  Bureau's  district  offlcc. 
Boom  409,  Customhouse,  New  York  City. 
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visraicr  orncES. 

mw  TOBKs  Boon  409,  CntOHkeaae. 

B4I8T07II  1801  CntomkoMC. 

CHiCAtlOi  604  Federal  Balldtaf. 

BT.  LOtIS:  402  Third  NaUoaal  Bank  BtUldlng. 

ATLAITTA :  SSI  Po«t  OAre  Baildla^. 

mw  0BI.EAN8!  lOSO  Blbenila  Daak  Bolldlas. 

8A1«  PBANUBCO:  S07  GosUmhosie. 

BEATTLB:  848  Beary  Batldlaf. 


cooPBiunTB  orncBs. 

CUSTBIiANDi  Oiaaber  of  ConaMree. 
CmaNMlTI  t  Chamber  of  Camaeree. 
axCIX.<«ATIt  C.  !«.  O.  A  T.  P.  By.  Ce. 
LOS  INfiELESi  Chamber  of  Comoierec. 
PBILADELPfllA :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOGA:  Soath  Americas  Agent,  Soatb- 

era  By.  Cv. 
FOBTLAND,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Commerre. 
DATTON:  Greater  Da}ton  AnoeUlloa. 
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COMMERCE  HEPOETS. 


THSAnSFACTOBT  STATE  OF  SWISS  BISCUIT  DTDIfSTBT. 

[Vice  Consul  James  L.  A.  Burrcll,  St.  Gall,  Aug.  18.] 

According  to  an  article  in  the  St.  Galler  Tageblatt,  the  Swi^  bis- 
cuit industry  is  at  present  in  an  unusually  unsatisfactory  condition. 
Its  chief  customer,  the  hotel  industry,  is  now  purchasing  very  small 
amounts,  and  Italy,  which  was  formerly  a  large  importer,  haspro- 
hibited  the  importation  of  biscuits  and  confectionery  goods,  mwn 
the  demand  of  the  S.  S.  S.  (Societe  Suisse  de  Surveillance  Eco- 
noraique)  the  exportation  of  dessert  articles  and  swieback  for  the 
sick  to  the  Central  Powers  has  also  been  prohibited. 

The  Association  of  Swiss  Biscuit  and  Confectionery  Manufac- 
turers (Verband  schweizerischer  Biskuits-  und  Zuckerwarenfabri- 
kanten)  has  issued  a  circular  in  which  the  statement  is  made  that  its 
members  will  deliberate  upon  a  general  and  uniform  decrease  of 
production.  Some  of  the  smaller  works  are  placed  in  a  most  pre- 
carious situation  on  account  of  existing  conditions.  The  larger, 
wealthier  concerns  will  give  holidays  and  reduce  production  in  such 
a  way  that  the  employees  will  suffer  as  little  as  possible. 


COTTOH  EXPOBTS. 


According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  September  16,  19M,  at  the  12 
principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  wore  as"  follows: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

BaltB. 

7.779 

426 

3,734 

13,005 

Philadelphia 

978 

t.2M 

Masraohusetts 

South  Carolina 

Washington 

&44< 

Uarylaod       

Virginia 

3.S60 
42.148 
14,311 

Total 

New  York 

Galveston 

ts.eao 

New  Orleans 

The  exj)ort3  of  93,690  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1, 1916,  approximately  634,700  bales  Exports 
of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year  were, 
respectively,  91,089  bales  for  tne  week  and  307,498  bales  in  the  cot- 
ton year. 

mOH  PBICE  OF  LEMONS  IN  CANADA 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kineston,  Ontario.  Sept.  13.] 

There  seems  to  be  a  fair  opening  for  American  lemons  in  Cano'la. 
The  prices  were  higher  during  July  and  August  than  for  the  past 
seven  years.  They  were  sold  to  the  retail  trade  by  wholesalers  in 
July  as  high  as  $9  per  case.  During  the  present  month  they  have 
been  selling  at  $8  and  $8.50  per  case.  At  the  beginning  of  July  they 
sold  at  $5  per  case.  Retail,  lemons  sold  as  high  as  5  cents  apiece  or 
60  cents  per  dozen  in  July  of  this  year  in  certain  instances.  At 
present  they  are  selling  at  40  to  45  cents  per  dozen. 

The  war  and  high  ocean  freight  rates  have  affected  the  importa- 
tion of  lemons  fi-om  Italy.  Car  lota  are  brought  into  Toronto, 
Montreal,  and  Winnipeg  and  from  these  points  slupped  in  less  than 
car  lots  to  smaller  trade  centers. 
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FOKEIGH  TBADE  OFPOBTUinTIES. 

BtMrv«d  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  dlatrlct  ofBeea.  Request 
for  eaeb  opportunity  shoald  be  oo  a  separate  sbeet  and  atate  opportanKy  namber. 
Tbe  Bar««a  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assome  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inqolrers ;  tbe  nsnal  precautions  sboold  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

£[(oeI  Ughters,  No.  22452. — A  lumber  exportiug  firm  in  uorthern  Brazil  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  buy  one  or  two  steel 
lighters  suitable  for  transporting  lumber.  Capacity  should  be  from  150  to 
200  tons,  and  no  partition.    Ueferenccs. 

/iron,  tteel,  and  hardware.  No.  22453. — An  American  consular  officer  iu  CJlilIe 
writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  wisltes  to  represent,  on  a  com- 
mission basis,  American  maufacturers  and  exporters  of  heavy  hardware 
and  iron  an<i  steel  products,  such  as  bars,  rods,  and  nuts,  and  corrugated 
sheeting.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

0oUapnhle  tube*.  No.  22454. — A  chemical  supply  company  in  New  Zealand  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  It  wishes  to  form  commercial  rela- 
tions with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  colapslble  tui>ea  for 
tooth  paste,  etc.  Catalogues,  price  list,  printed  matter,  etc.,  sh<Mild  tie 
sent  at  once.  It  is  stated  that  the  company  is  prepared  to  meet  most  any 
terms  for  payment.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination,  or 
f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment.    Reference. 

Machinery,  No.  224.5.5. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa  states 
that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full 
Information  relative  to  fertilizer  machinery. 

Office  equipment,  adding  macJiinet,  etc..  No.  224.56. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Cuba  writes  that  an  American  who  has  been  established  In  busi- 
ness for  a  number  of  years  as  a  dealer  In  books,  stationery,  office  supplies, 
etc.,  wishes  to  extend  his  business  and  would  be  glad  to  receive  proposals 
for  the  representation  of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  fliing 
devices,  check  writing  and  protective  devices,  sales-recording  devices, 
adding  machines,  time  recorders,  etc. 

Soofing  felt  atid  gum  rosin.  No.  22457. — A  firm  In  Canada  writes  the  Bureau 
that  it  desires  to  get  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  roofing  felt,  also  gum  rosin. 

0tvckerp,  leather,  etc..  No.  22458. — A  business  man  from  Spain,  who  is  now 
In  the  Dnited  States,  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  crockery,  leather,  dyestuffs,  metal  ornaments 
for  furniture,  boots,  celluloid  articles,  buttons,  orthopedic  devices,  rubber 
goods,  flint,  machinery  for  nailing  soles  on  shoes,  woolen  goods,  antimony 
regulus.  low-priced  Jewelry,  codfish,  cash  registers,  and  millinery.  Com- 
munication is  also  desired  with  direct  Importers  in  the  United  States  of 
olives,  olive  and  green  sulphur  oils,  canary  seed,  and  other  Spanish  prod- 
ucts.   References  will  be  furnished,  it  is  stated. 

Wmshing  machineg  and  clothes  wringers.  No.  22450. — .\  Dutch  merchant  residing 
in  France  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  ho  desires  names  of 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  family  washing  machines  and 
clothes  wringers.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Burveying  and  drawing  instruments.  No.  22460. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  that 
a  business  man  In  Canada  wishes  to  obtain  a  list  of  manufacturers  of 
surveying  and  drawing  Instruments. 

Photographic  vieuss.  No.  22461. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Danish 
West  Indies  writes  that  a  photographer  In  his  district  desires  to  be  put 
In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  picture  post  cards  who  might 
be  Interested  In  photographic  views  of  the  Danisii  West  Indies.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English. 

Paper,  No.  22462. — A  business  man  in  an  insular  pos-sesslon  writes  the  Bureau 
that  lie  wishes  to  purchase  12  tons  of  news  print  paper  similar  to  the 
samples  whicli  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  The 
papt^r  should  be  9i  by  24  inches,  weight,  37  pounds  per  500  sheets.  (Refer 
to  Miscellaneous  No.  150.) 

Uosquito  netting.  No.  22463. — -An  American  consular  officer  In  India  writes  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  purchase  white  cotton  mosquito  netting  in 
widths  of  72,  00,  and  108  Inches. 
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PBOFOSALS  FOB  aOVEBNXEHT  SUPPLIES  ASD  CONSTBITCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  Bbould  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  Bpeclflcattons  can  nanaUy 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  U  to  be  per- 
-formed.  In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  Onus  to  submit  tenders,  they 
'should  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mailing  lists  of  such  otDccs  to  receive  notices  callins  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Kav}/  Department  supplies,  No.  3608. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
which  bureau  Arms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving  scbed- 
ulo  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  167,  motor  and 
turbine  driven  centrifugal  pumps;  8che<lule  168,  motor  generator  set; 
schedule  169,  forcing  and  straightening  press;  schedule  170,  electric  spot 
welder;  gchedule  171,  miller  driller  borer,  involute  gear  cutter  equipment, 
lioavy  grinder,  engine  bench  latiies  and  turret,  profiling  machine,  milling 
inacliine,  automatic  screw  machine,  screw  slotting  machine,  boring  and 
turning  mill,  and  drill  presses;  schedule  173,  Iron  6-lnch  gate  valves; 
sche<lule  174,  high-tensile  rivet  steel;  schedule  175.  pneumatic  trolley  hoist; 
-sclietlule  170,  photographic  machine;  schedule  177,  canned  apples,  canned 
btvts.  flour  In  export  bags,  groceries,  olive  oil,  and  assorted  spices ;  schedule 
178,  oil-burning  running  lights,  cotton  machine  thread,  and  iron  pipe  fittings; 
schedule  179.  drop  black  in  oil,  basic  sulphate  white  lead,  cold-water  paint. 
ami  zinc  dust;  sche<lule  180,  cement  cans,  1-gaIlon  paint  cans,  crocus  cloth, 
finery  cloth,  coil  Iron  chain,  spring  cotters,  fast  pin  brass  hinges,  3-iDch 
spring  bronze  hinges,  spur-gearcd  ciiniu  hoists,  coat  and  iwt  hooks,  brass- 
cup  hooks,  combination  locks  and  latches,  brass  chest  locks,  padlocks, 
wardrobe  locks,  boat  copper  rivets,  and  brass  wood  screws;  schwlule  181, 
ingot  aluminum  and  seamless  copper  tubing;  schedule  182,  music  stands, 
unbleached  drill,  and  black  tape;  .schedule  183,  cotton  for  smokeless 
powder;  schedule  184.  aneroid  barometers,  night  binoculars,  lK>at  clocks, 
deck  clocks,  transparent  12-inch  parallel  rulers,  spyglasses  for  officers  of 
the  deck,  stadlmeters,  comparing  watches,  and  stop  watches ;  schedule  185, 
alcohol,  caustic  soda,  and  sodium  nitrate;  schedule  180,  raoiuie  cloth,  un- 
bleached muslin,  and  blenched  cotton  sheeting;  schedule  187,  semlfiiiisbed 
steel  bolts  and  nuts,  bellows  leather,  lacing  leather,  rigging  leather,  stand- 
ard steel  nuts,  and  muriatic  acid ;  scliedule  188,  galvanizetl  boat  anchors, 
hacksaw  blades,  emery  cloth,  spring  brass  cotters,  adjustable  hacksaw 
frames,  hardware,  bronze  hasps  and  staples,  loose-pin  bronze  hlng»,  seam- 
ing palms,  flint  or  sand  paper,  flow-steel  flexible  rope,  two-handle  cross- 
cut saws,  platform  and  bakers'  scales,  screw  drivers,  hand  shovels,  awl 
G-Iiich  adjustable  "  S  "  wrenches ;  schedule  189,  ingot  antimony,  bar  naval 
brass,  roonel  metal,  one-eighth-inch  lialf-and-half  solder,  and  wiping  solder; 
schedule  190,  brass  pet  cocks,  composition  pipe  fittings,  brass  pipe,  com- 
position unions,  composition  check  valves,  and  reducing  pressure  valves; 
schedule  191,  paintbrushes,  schedule  192,  standard  steel  bolts  and  nuts, 
steel  drums,  galvanized  steel  angles,  class  B  plate  steel,  galvanized  boiler 
plate  steel,  rivet  steel,  steel  plix;,  seamless  steel  tubes,  and  safety  Talree; 
schedule  193,  boiler  compound. 

Gun  caisnons,  etc..  No.  3C09. — Sealed  projwsals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  t;iilef  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
()<-l(il>er  14,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  f.  o.  b.  c-ontractor's  works, 
.720  3-inch  gun  cais.sons,  model  of  1916,  complete,  96  3-inch  gun  carriages, 
model  of  1916,  complete,  and  960  3-inch  gun  timbers,  model  of  1910,  com- 
plete.   Specifications  may  be  bad  on  application  to  tbe  above-named  office. 

Concrete  roads.  No.  3610. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  S^tember 
25,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  concrete  roads  and  curbs  upon  tlie  prem- 
ises of  the  bureau.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Standards. 

Lumber,  No.  8611. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
spector, New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing  cypress  Imnber  delivered  at  New 
Orleans,  La.,  or  at  Point  Aux  Herbes  Light  Station,  La.  Further  Informa- 
tion may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

WASniN-Gl-OX  :  GOVRRXUEXT  PBIXTIKO  OVFICS  :  UU 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UiNiveRSlTY  LiBftAKy 

MjVlERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS  *'-'' 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  DUREAU  OP  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
For  eile  bjr  (be  Supcrinuiuknc  at  Ooaimesn,  Wi<hiii(Mii,D.C.,at(2.S0  per  jar 

No.  222     Washington,  D.  C,  Thursday,  September  21         1916 

CONTENTS. 

PagB.  Page. 

Addttlon<  to  French  emliareo  list 1083  Hudson   Rive:    re-,'lan    increisei    output   o.' 

Kwalar  services  through  I'anama  Canal 108J         bricks 1091 

Raanetlon  in  |naI1i^g^<  oi  Philippine  hemp..  1090      South  India's  trade  in  senna  leavej 1096 

Canada  plans  brm  worlc  for  returning  80t-  Exportsfrom  Callao 1097 

diers MSO      Bau.<Ut«  deposits  in  Dutch  Ouiana 1098 

British  prices  o(  ferrotungsten 1090      Inoome-ta.'c  law  In  Salvador 1099 

Report  of  Port  o(  London  authority 1091  Market  tor  kerosene  stoves  In  Dutch  West 

Xleetrical  installation  (or  Argentine  hospital.  1091         Indies 1109 

Work  or  the  Uruguayan  Manufacturers' Asso-  Indian  (ushew-nut  industry 1101 

riatlon WK!      Foreign  trade  opportunities 1103 

S4noational  aims  wanted  In  Hondnras 1093  American  consiuar  oOIcers  on  leave  ol  aheence  1103 

AuMrican  shipping  prospects  on  the  Pacific  1094      New  iichool  bnlldhig  for  8io  Paulo 1101 

Use ol  milking  machines  in  Sweden 109S      Musical  Instruments  In  South  Alrlca 1101 

Progress  in  Slam's  tiTigatlon  scheme 1035      PropoeeJ  paper  mill  in  Argentina 1104 

ADDITIONS  TO  FSENCH  EHBAEGO  LIST. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  Paris,  Sept.  18.] 

A  decree  of  September  16,  prohibits  the  export,  transit,  etc.,  of 
the  following  goods:  Chromic  acid;  fatty  chromates  and  bichro- 
mates; sulphurous  anhydrid;  arrack;  arsenic  ore;  asphalt ;  bitumen ; 
Eitch;  whale  and  cachalot  spermaceti;  borax;  boracic  acid;  other 
oron  compounds;  calcareous  bitumen;  cinnamon;  halogen  carbon 
compounds;  all  metallic  and  metalloidic  chlorides;  blacking;  glue  of 
all  kinds  and  materials  therefor,  including  casein,  egg  or  serum  albu- 
men; dried  blood,  dextrin,  soluble  starches;  gelatine  and  glues 
made  from  hides,  from  hide  and  leather  waste  and  animal  refuse; 
formic  ether;  feldspar;  diamond  drawplates  of  all  diameters;  cloves; 
electric  material,  suitable  for  military  use,  and  detached  parts; 
manufactures  of  lead;  sodium;  varnish.  TIic  decree  is  siibject  to 
the  usual  exceptions. 

A  decree  of  S<»))teinl)er  IG  prohibits  the  importation  into  France 

■  and   Algeria   of   liquitl   bromine  of   foreign   origin    or   shipment. 

Goods  already   siiipped   direct  or  declared   for   warehousing   arc 

still  admittetl.    The  Mini.stry  of  Conimoroe  may  accord  excepJions. 

REGULAB  SESVICES  THBOUOH  PANAKA  CANAL. 

In  its  Septemliei*  C>  i.ssuc  the  Panama  Canal  Kecoi'd  publishes  a 
list  of  the  lines  which  have  establishetl  regular  or  approximately 
regular  services  through  the  canal  since  the  resumption  of  traffic  in 
April.  The  list  includes  four  seirices  from  the  .Vtlantic  terminus 
to  South  and  Central  ^Vmerica,  one  from  the  Atlantic  terminus  to 
Central  and  North  America,  three  from  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America,  four  services 
from  Europe  to  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America,  four  from 
Europe  to  the  west  coast  of  North  America,  nine  from  the  Atlantic 
coast  of  the  United  States  to  Japan,  Siberia,  China,  and  the  Phil- 
ippine Islands,  six  from  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  to 
Australia  and  New  Zealand,  and  two  from  Europe  to  Australia  and 
New  Zealand. 
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REDUCTION  IH  OAADDTOS  OF  FHILIFPIHE  HEMP. 

The  following  cablegram  was  sent  by  the  Bureau  of  Insular 
Affairs,  War  Department,  to  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  dated  September  7 : 

It  Is  reported  that  ruling  prohibillng  shipment  of  immature  bemp  lias  re- 
cently been  established  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  causing  considerable  reduc- 
tion in  gradings  during  next  few  months.  Cable  facts,  and.  If  this  report  is 
correct,  what  grades  will  Im)  Involved. 

The  following  reply  was  receivetl  by  the  Bureau  of  Insular 
Affairs,  dated  Alanila,  September  18: 

Referring  to  telegram  from  your  offlce  of  7th  instant,  have  rejected  approxi- 
mately 10,000  bales  Albny,  Camarines  districts;  Tabaco  district  alone  rejectiona 
8,000  bales;  approximate  decrease  production  fiber  Albay,  Camarines,  5.000 
bales  monthly  since  March.  Cause  this  decrease  quantities  immature  and 
damaged  fiber  produced,  typhoons  occurring  1915  and  1916  and  stripping  Im- 
mature plants  caused  rejections.  Normal  production  October  providing  o» 
typhoons.  Reduction  grades  J  to  DM  throughout  Albay  and  Camarines; 
tj'phoon  caused  rejections  to  the  amount  of  approximately  6,000  bales  Leyte 
March  to  June;  conditions  normal  Leyte  except  from  fire  occurring  presses 
Sootua  Tansenguan.  Ortiga  Hcrmanos;  loss  approximately  million  pesos,  in- 
cluding 12.000  bales  E  to  L  grade;  some  of  thia  fiber  shipped  out  of  the  islands, 
various  firms  taking  advantage  of  defect  in  act  No.  ^80.  Have  prevented 
further  shipments  of  Immature,  damaged  fiber.  Had  it  not  been  that  present 
law  was  in  effect  this  damaged  class  of  fiber  exported  from  these  districts 
would  have  been  exceedingly  worse  than  has  been  the  case. 


CAHASA  FLANS  FABM  WOBK  FOB  BETVltNINO  SOIDIESS. 

(ConNuI  IleDr;  S.  Culver,  Bt.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Bept  6.] 

The  Canadian  people  are  dexising  plans  for  placing  disabled 
soldiers  on  the  land  as  they  are  sent  bad^  from  the  oattle  front  and| 
anticipating  conditions  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  they  intend  these 
plans  to  include  such  able-bodied  soldiers  as  return  home  without 
any  fixed  means  of  support  or  chance  of  employment. 

The  scheme  embodied  in  the  British  Columbia  soldiers'  homestead 
act  appears  to  be  the  most  attractive  so  far  devised.  It  provides  a 
free  grant  of  land  and  a  loan  of  money  for  improvements  to  each 
soldier  settler,  with  exemptions  from  all  taxes  except  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  five  years'  exemption  from  seizure  for  debt 

In  the  old  country  the  training  of  the  men  for  farm  work  is  pro- 
vided partly  at  the  convalescent  institutions  and  partly  at  the  agri- 
cultural colleges,  and  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  the  scheme  in  Canada. 
The  course  of  instruction  to  be  followed  in  each  individual  case  will 
depend  upon  the  extent  of  physical  disability  of  the  soldier.  Some 
will  be  instructed  in  dairy  Avork,  others  in  gardening,  poultry  raising, 
etc.,  the  Government  making  special  money  allowances  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  men  and  their  families  while  instruction  is  being  given. 


BKITISH  FBICES  OF  FEBBOIVNOSTEN. 

LCableKram  from  American  consul  eeneral,  London,  England,  dated  Sept.  10.1 

Minister  of  Munitions  fixes  prices  of  ferrotungsten  at  5s.  6d. 
per  poimd  of  timgsten  content  and  tungstoi  powder  6s.  3d.  per 
pound  based  on  or  at  COs.  i^er  unit,  price  of  products  on  sliding  seated 
rising  or  falling  Id.  per  pound  with  each  variation  of  Is.  par 
imit  of  ore.  • 

Minister  is  studying  steps  to  terminate  inflation  prices  of  sbdlac 
in  Ijondon  and  Calcutta. 
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BEFOBT  OF  FOB!  OF  LONDON  AUTHOBITY. 

[Tbc  Economist  (London,  England),  Brpt.  2.] 

The  revenue  of  the  Port  of  London  Authority  has  not  suffered 
from  war  conditions.  Indeed,  both  the  gross  and  the  net  receipts 
for  the  year  ended  March  31  last  show  a  large  expansion  when  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  previous  financial  year,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  summary : 


Items. 

Tear 

ending  March  31— 

1914 

1915 

1918 

Total  revenue 

$1(1,713,715 
10,783,030 

$81,194,845 
11,677,300 

$22,241,425 

Total  expenditure 

13, 916, 910 

Balance  of  revenne ....•••..... 

5,920.73.5 
4,539,405 

6.817,645 
6,078,080 

8,324,516 

6,608.900 

1,381.330 
43«,220 

l.:'39,465 
447,250 

2,815,015 

913,970 

Total 

1,817,560 
1,370,300 

1,968,715 
1,072,750 

3.729,585 

2,600.270 

Balance  carried  forward .       .     ..... 

447,250 

913,965 

1,129,315 

The  general  reserve  fund  now  amounts  to  $2,510,600,  of  which 
$628,425  remains  miinvestetl.  Capital  expenditure  during  the  year 
amounted  to  $3,395,150,  and  temporary  loans  were  raised  to  meet  it 
and  bills  amounting  to  $1,946,600  that  matured  in  August,  1915. 

Falling  Off  In  Tonnage. 

There  was  a  17  per  cent  decline  in  the  net  tonnage  of  vessels  enter- 
ing and  clearing  the  Port  of  London,  as  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Traffic. 

1911-15 

1915-16 

Decrease. 

Foreign  ' 

Tant. 
18,519,536 
8,323,194 

Tom. 
15,615.328 
6,766,841 

Ptreent. 

18  2 

Coastwise » 

18.7 

Total 

26,842,730 

22,282,167 

17  0 

Owing  to  heavy  and  in'egular  arrivals,  phenomenal  demands  were 
made  upon  the  resources  of  the  port  as  regards  berths,  storage,  and 
facilities  for  rapid  handling  and  transit.  The  Authority,  however, 
was  successful  in  dealing  with  the  congestion,  and  additional  storage 
accommodation  of  about  500,000  superficial  feet  of  sheds  was  pro- 
vided. Increasing  demands  have  been  made  by  the  Government 
departments  upon  the  Authority's  dock  and  harbor  facilities,  and 
large  areas  of  quay  and  shed  space  and  of  land,  including  extensive 
cold-storage  space  for  meat,  have  been  withdrawn  from  ordinary 
commercial  use. 


Electrical  Installation  for  Argentine  Hospital. 

The  Government  of  Argentina  has  approved  a  project  for  an  elec- 
trical installation  in  the  Hospital  Comun  Regional  del  Centro  en  Bell 
Ville.  The  River  Plate  Review  states  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
installation  is  $48,847,  and  that  public  tenders  are  to  be  invited. 
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WOBK  OF  THE  VBTJOUATAH  HAB1TFACTUBEB8'  ASSOCIAnON. 

The  activities  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association  of  Uru^ay  fov 
the  ^ear  1915-lC  is  shown  in  the  annual  report  published  in  a  re- 
cent issue  of  the  oiBcial  monthly  organ  of  the  association,  the  Revista 
de  la  Union  Industrial  Uru^aya.  This  association  is  devoted  to 
the  development  of  domestic  mdustries  and  international  commerce, 
and  at  its  headquarters  in  Montevideo  it  maintains  a  library  of  works 
on  manufacturing  subjects,  of  statistical  reports,  laws,  catalogues, 
and  domestic  and  foreign  directories.  Its  exchange  list  includes 
scientific,  industrial,  and  financial  publications  from  many  parts 
of  America  and  Europe.  It  receives  through  the  Ministers  or  In- 
dustries and  Foreign  Relations  the  reports  of  Uruguayan  consuls 
and  disseminates  to  its  359  members  the  news  on  international  mar- 
kets and  industrial  progress. 

legislative  Activity. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  a  law  requiring  manufacturei's  to  establish 
safety  appliances  for  the  protection  of  workmen,  the  aasociation  ob- 
tained an  extension  of  six  months  in  the  application  of  this  law  to 
allow  manufacturers  time  to  import  the  necessary  protective  appara- 
tus from  America  and  Europe.  The  association  also  succeeded  in 
arranging  for  the  services  of  an  inspector  from  the  National  Office  of 
Labor  to  indicate  modifications  in  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments and  to  decide  doubtful  points  in  connection  with  the  accident 
law.  The  association  was  instrumental  in  the  passing  of  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  exportation  of  metals,  it  having  found  on  investigation 
that  the  total  stock  of  metal  in  the  country  was  needed  to  supply 
domestic  demands.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  association  an  order 
issued  last  year  changing  the  process  of  denaturation  of  alcohol  was 
revoked,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  injurious  effects  followed  the 
use  of  the  new  process. 
Cattle  Marking — Hide  Tanning. 

During  the  past  year  the  manufacturers'  association  has  conducted 
an  investigation  on  the  present  method  of  cattle  marking,  and  has 
advocated  the  passage  of  a  bill  before  Congress  prescribing  a  system 
that  would  result  in  a  great  saving  in  the  hides.  This  matter  is  of 
interest  not  only  to  the  stock  raiser  but  to  the  manufacturers  of 
leather,  who  complain  of  the  extremely  wasteful  methods  of  marking 
now  employed,  and  who  would  pay  better  prices  for  whole  hides 
that  could  oc  utilized  to  better  acTvantage  in  cutting. 

In  connection  with  the  tannine  industry,  the  association  has  ac- 
tively supported  the  proposal  of  the  Director  of  the  Institute  of 
Industrial  Chemistry  that  an  expert  in  tanning  be  engaged  by  the 
tanners  of  Uruguay  for  one  year,  in  order  to  introduce  the  mo^  im- 
proved methods  in  the  treatment  of  hides  and  leather.  Wliile  it  is 
conceded  that  a  perfecting  of  methods  is  much  needed,  the  tanners 
have  not  yet  arranged  for  the  services  of  a  specialist  in  this  line. 
Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industries. 

The  a.ssociation  made  a  formal  protest  against  the  application  of 
the  new  consumption  tax  on  scap  to  the  soap  of  domestic  manufac- 
ture. A  bill  to  limit  the  sale  by  importers  or  manufacturers  of  liqaor 
to  licensed  liquor  dealers  was  strongly  supported  by  the  associatHn, 
in  an  effort  t<»  check  the  secret  manufacture  of  liquor.    As  a  measore 
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of  protection  to  the  doinestice  manufacture  of  corsets,  the  association 
succeeded  in  putting  before  Congress  a  bill  to  increase  the  duty  on 
corsets.  The  latest  efforts  of  the  association  have  been  in  beliaif  of 
the  manufacturers  of  butter.  On  account  of  the  drought  this  year, 
and  an  invasion  of  locusts,  cattle  have  suffered  for  lack  of  pasture, 
and  as  a  consequence  cream  has  not  been  available  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  butter.  Cream  from  Argentina  has  been  imported  to  some 
extent,  but  the  duty  has  made  this  an  expensive  raw  material.  A 
law  of  1913  provided  a  maximum  and  a  minimum  tariff  on  cream,  the 
minimum  to  be  applied  when  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  the 
scarcity  of  the  domestice  supply  of  cream  should  make  this  advisable. 
The  association  has  now  appealed  to  the  Executive  for  the  applica- 
tion of  the  minimum  tariff,  to  be  effective  from  date  of  application. 


EDUCATIONAL  FILMS  WANTED  IN  HONDITRAS. 

[Consul  E.  M.  Lawtoo,  Tegucigalpa,  Aug.  28.] 

The  Teatro  de  Variedades  in  Tegucigalpa  holds  a  concession  from 
the  Honduras  Government  by  the  terms  of  which  the  owners  must 
^ve,  periodically,  a  certain  number  of  performances  free  of  admis- 
sion to  the  public.  Two  of  the  three  concessionaires  owning  the 
theater  are  native-ljorn  Americans.  Both  Government  and  owners 
are  desirouH  of  making  these  exhibitions  of  real  educational  worth 
to  the  people  and  have  asked  the  help  of  this  consulate  in  securing 
films  such  as  are  sometimes  furnished  by  large  manufacturing  con- 
cerns showing  mechanical  o{>erations  and  processes  in  their  factories, 
or  by  governmental  institutions  and  departments,  showing  methods 
and  practices  in  agriculture,  natural  history,  forestry,  and  the  arts 
and  sciences  generally. 

The  concessionaires  do  not  feel  justified  in  buying  the  films,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  some  such  films  wiU  be  loaned  gratis  for  advertising 
or  educational  purposes  or  leased  at  a  nominal  rental.  The  manage- 
ment will  gladly  furnish  any  neccssai-y  banking  references  as  to 
their  responsibility  and  serious  intentions  and  will  give  the  films  all 
the  publicity  demanded.  [The  names  of  the  three  owners  of  the 
Teatro  de  Variedades  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by 
referring  to  file  No.  80292.]  If  the  films  can  be  fumislied  with 
explanatory  "inserts"  in  the  Spanish  language,  so  much  the  better; 
but  this  is  not  entirely  necessary,  as  in  any  other  case  a  preliminary 
explanation  can  be  prepared  here,  in  Spanish,  for  throwing  on  the 
screen  before  starting  the  picture. 

Motion  pictures  of  this  sort  may  not  produce  actual  commercial 
results  of  a  concrete  character  but  certainly  would  help  to  cement 
existing  friendly  relations  with  the  people  of  Honduras,  and,  as 
demonstrating  the  progressiveness  and  development  of  American 
institutions  and  commerce,  their  exhibition  is  worthy  of  commenda- 
tion. The  educational  purpose  of  such  films  (as  well  as  the  terms 
of  the  theater's  concession)  puts  them  on  the  "  free  list."  It  is  sug- 
gested that,  after  first  making  the  necessary  arrangement  with  Gov- 
ernment officials,  the  reels  might  be  consigned  to  the  American 
consulate  at  Tegucigalpa  for  a  reasonable  period,  then  to  be  returned 
or  sent  in  turn  to  otner  consulates  in  Central  America  for  similar  use 
in  their  respective  districts. 
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AHESICAH  SHXFPDTG  PBOSFECTS  OH  THE  PACIFIC. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  war  has  cut  down  the  total 
shipping  of  all  nations  engaged  in  trans-Pacific  trade  from  380,000 
gross  tons  to  280,000,  and  that  the  American  share,  at  its  lowe^ 
mark  of  the  past  two  years,  had  fallen  from  21  per  cent  to  2  per 
cent  of  the  total,  recent  developments  have  sliown  that  gradiudly 
the  American  flag  is  returning  to  the  Pacific.  A  report  on  these 
conditions  has  been  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce. 

The  report  states  that  the  United  States  has  more  merchant  ves- 
sels under  construction  than  any  other  country  in  the  world,  and 
while  the  greater  part  of  this  new  tonnage  is  not  intended  for  im- 
mediate use  in  the  Far  East,  it  is  probable  that  sooner  or  later  some 
of  it  will  be  diverted  to  that  trade.  Whether  American  shipping 
will  fully  regain  its  former  standing  on  the  Pacific  can  not  now 
be  definitely  foretold,  but  there  is  no  further  danger  of  the  flag  dis- 
appearing in  that  quarter.  The  recent  purchase  of  three  large 
ships  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  marked  the  turning  point 
It  -adds  17,100  gross  tons  to  the  5/)00  tons  that  remained.  Prior  to 
the  war  the  total  American  tonnage  engaged  in  this  trade  was 
80,000  grops  tons. 

Before  the  war  British  shipping  represented  39  per  cent  and 
Japanese  33  per  cent  of  the  total.  When  our  share  was  at  its  lowest 
point,  however,  British  tonnage  had  fallen  off  to  30  per  cent,  Japa- 
nese tonnage  had  increased  to  55  per  cent  of  the  total,  and  Dutc!i 
shipping  had  jumped  from  practically  nothing  at  all  to  13  per  cent 
English  tonnage  fell  from  150,000  gross  tpns  to  84,000  tons,  Japa- 
nese tonnage  increased  from  125,000  to  155,000  tons,  and  the  Dutch 
increased  from  a  negligible  quantity  to  35,000  toas. 

SUpbaildlng  Activities  in  Japan  and  China. 

A  very  interesting  section  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  shipbuilding 
activities  in  Japan  and  China.  Japanese  shipyards  are  taxed  to  the 
limit  of  their  capacities.  Orders  for  ships  from  abroad  have  been 
refused,  as  the  yards  have  booked  orders  for  Japanese  ships  tliat  wiD 
keep  them  busy  for  the  next  two  years.  The  builders,  however,  are 
handicapped  by  a  lack  of  material,  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact  that 
one  large  new  sliipbuilding  company  is  buying  all  of  its  material 
from  this  country.  Boilers,  engmes,  and  other  fittings  can  not  be 
had  at  very  reasonable  prices  for  they  can  not  be  manufactured  at 
home  as  cheaply  as  they  can  be  turned  out  in  the  United  States  and 
England.  But  in  spite  of  all  handicaps,  Japan  is  losing  no  time  in 
takmg  advantage  of  the  present  unparalleled  opportunities.  Pur- 
chases of  foreign  ships  have  been  made  at  very  nigh  prices.  The 
Chinese  also  are  busy  at  their  yards  in  Shanghai  and  Hongkong, 
although  badly  hadicapi>ed  by  scarcity  of  materials.  One  Hongkong 
company  is  at  work  on  eight  ocean  freighters  for  Norwegian  owners. 

The  new  report  is  entitled  "  Trans-Pacific  Shipping,"  Miscellane- 
ous Series  No.  44,  and  is  the  work  of  Julean  Arnold,  Ajnerican  cmn- 
mercial  attache  at  Peking,  who  has  made  a  very  careful  study  of  the 
recent  development  of  Japanese  shipping.  Madb  of  the  report  is 
devoted  to  this  subject.    For  the  nominal  price  of  6  cents  this  bulletin 
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may  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washing- 
ton, or  from  the  nearest  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  anrt 
Domestic  Commerce. 

USE  OF  MILKING  MACHUJES  IN  SWEDEN. 

U^onsiil  B.  M.  ItasmuseD,  (Joteborg,  Aug.  23.] 

It  was  for  many  years  the  custom  of  male  farm  hands  in  Sweden 
to  regard  milking  by  hand  as  "  women's  work,"  with  which  they  had 
nothmg  to  do,  and  usually  there  was  sufficient  female  help  to  be 
employed.  In  recent  j^ears,  however,  there  has  been  a  change  and 
men  are  doing  the  milking  on  certain  large  farms  and  manor  estates. 
The  use  of  milking  machines  has  to  some  extent  been  adopted. 

Four  different  types  of  miUcing  macliines  have  been  tested  at  the 
Agricultural  and  Dairy  College  at  Akarp — three  Swedish  and  one 
Danish.  One  of  the  Swedish  manufacturers  alleges  that  he  has 
supplied  more  than  100  machine-milking  {>lants  in  Sweden,  by  which 
between  4,000  and  5,000  cows  are  being  milked  daily. 

It  is  claimed  that  one  person  can  attend  to  ti  machines,  milking 
from  30  to  35  cows  i>er  hour;  as  a  rule  it  requires  1  machine  for 
every  10  or  12  cows,  or  4  machines  for  40  to  60  cows.  In  certain 
cases  the  final  stripping  is  done  by  hand.  Electric  energy,  horse 
power,  or  other  motive  power  may  be  used. 
StMk  of  Cattle  Probalily  Xeduoed. 

An  inquiry  i-eceived  regarding  the  effect  of  the  war  on  the  number 
of  milch  cows  in  the  dairy  industry  can  not  be  answered,  as  statis- 
tics are  not  available.  On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  natural  fodder, 
however,  and  the  difficulties  encountered  in  importing  concentrated 
cattle  feed  from  the  United  States  and  other  countries,  as  well  as 
the  present  high  price  of  meat,  the  stock  of  cattle  in  general  doubt- 
less has  been  considerably  reduced. 

During  the  period  from  May,  1914,  to  May^  1916,  the  average 
percentages  of  increase  for  milk  products  at  44  different  places  were : 
Whole  or  unskimmed  milk,  28.6 ;  hand-skimmed  milk,  25 ;  separator- 
skimmed  milk,  83.3 ;  dairy  butter,  36.1 ;  farmer's  butter,  38.6.  Cheese 
has  increased  bv  about  70  per  cent.  The  relatively  smaller  increase 
in  the  price  of  butter  is  due  to  the  Government's  action  in  establish- 
ing restrictive  regulations. 

FSOGBESS  IN  SIAH'S  IBSIOATION  SCHEME. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  IlaiiscD,  Bangkok,  July  20.] 

Two  American  engineers  have  recently  arrived  in  Siam  to  super- 
intend the  assembling  of  the  machinery  which  has  arrived  from  the 
United  States  for  the  "  Prasak  "  scheme  of  irrigation  fsee  Commerck 
Keforts  for  Feb.  14,  1916].  An  American  firm  of  Milwaukee  has 
supplied  a  steam  shovel  and  hydraulic  dredge,  and  another  steam 
shovel  came  from  manufacturers  in  Ohio. 

These  engineers  will  remain  in  Siam  until  the  machinery  is  in 
satisfactory  running  order,  and,  if  necessary,  they  may  be  asked  to 
take  permanent  charge  of  the  excavating  work. 

Two  other  American  engineers  are  at  present  employed  by  the 
Siamese  Irrigation  Department  in  connection  with  this  irrigation 
scheme. 
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EUOSOK  BIVER  BEOIOS  QTCBEAfflBS  OITTPnT  OF  BBICK8. 

The  principal  source  of  supply  for  the  very  large  quantities  of 
bricks  required  in  Greater  New  York  is  the  re^on  extending  on 
both  sides  of  the  Hudson  River  from  New  York  to  Cohoes,  includ- 
ing Bergen  County,  N.  J.  Figures  compiled  by  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey  place  New  York  in  the  lead  among  the  common- 
brick  markets  of  the  country.  An  important  addition  to  the  sources 
of  supply  within  the  past  few  years  is  the  Raritan  River  district, 
Middlesex  County,  N.  J. 

In  1915  the  output  of  common  brick  in  the  entire  region  mentioned 
was  960,527,000  brick,  valued  at  $5,009,065,  or  $5.21  per  thousand. 
This  was  an  increase  of  72,261,000  brick  and  $658,233  and  of  31 
cents  per  thousand  over  1914.  The  New  York  portion  of  this  region 
marketed  741,568,000  common  brick  in  1915,  valued  at  $3,744,548,  or 
$5.05  per  thousand,  which  was  about  three-fourths  of  the  quantity 
and  value  of  the  entire  region  and  was  an  increase  of  62,448,000 
brick  and  $461,149  and  of  22  cents  per  thousand  over  1914.  Ulster 
County  was  the  leading  county  in  production  and  value  of  common 
brick,  reporting  229,343,000  brick,  valued  af  $1,110,492,  or  nearlj 
a  third  of  the  output  and  value  of  the  New  York  portion  of  tfaie 
region,  an  increase  of  42,962,000  brick  and  $214,186  over  1914. 
Dutchess  County  was  second  and  Rockland  County  third. 

New  Jersey's  portion  of  the  production  of  the  region  was  218,959^ 
000  brick,  valued  at  $1,264,517,  an  increase  of  9,813,000  brick  and 
of  $197,084  compared  with  1914.  The  average  price  per  thousand 
increased  G8  cents  compared  with  1914. 

SOTTTH  UmiA'S  XBASE  DT  SEHHA  LEAVE& 

(Consnl  Luclen  Uemminger,  Uadras.} 

Senna  leaves  ranked  twelfth  among  the  exports  from  the  Madras 
Presidency  to  the  United  States  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  cur- 
rent year*  [see  Commebck  Reports  for  Aug.  24,  19161,  aggr^piting 
319,349  pounds  (2,851.83  hundredweight  of  112  pounds)  in  quantity 
and  $46,307  in  value.  In  the  calendar  year  1915  the  declared  exports 
totaled  452,192  pounds  (4,037.43  hundredweight),  valued  at  $42,512. 
Exportation  of  this  drug  is  restricted  in  order  that  a  good  per- 
centage of  the  supply  may  remain  in  the  country. 

The  plant  is  of  the  bean  family  (Cassia  angusti folia) ,  and  the 
product  as  exported  consists  of  dried  leaflets.  The  drug  enters 
largely  into  medicinal  prescriptions.  The  following  description  of 
the  Tmnevelly  senna  of  Indian  commerce  is  given  in  Sir  George 
Watt's  "  Commercial  Products  of  India,"  edition  of  1908 : 
Introduced  1)7  Arabs — ^Domestio  Product  of  High  Aiiality. 

The  present  species  of  senna,  as  also  the  Alexandrian  (C.  acuHfolia,  Delile), 
were  Introduced  to  both  Indian  and  European  pharmacy  tliroogb  the  Araba 
The  former  species  (the  only  one  grown  In  India)  Is  fairly  extensively  pro- 
duced in  Tinnevelly.  and  recently  Its  cultivation  has  been  extSDded  to  Bladura 
and  Trichinopoly,  districts  of  South  India,  and  to  Poona  in  Bombay.  It  is  sown 
on  red  or  binck  ciny  loams,  fairly  liberally  plowed  and  manured,  the  aowing 
being  in  May.  Weeding  has  to  be  attended  to,  but  irrigation  is  hardly.  If  ever, 
necessary.  The  season  for  collecting  the  leaves  is  June  to  December.  The 
yield  Is  said  to  be  1,000  poands  (2  candles)  an  acre,  whtck  allows  a  banOsome 
margin  for  profit 

Indian  senna  is  either  exported  coastwise  to  Bombay  and  thence  to  tarelga 
countries  or  Is  consigned  direct  from  Tutlcorln.    The  drug  is  also  Imported  by 
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India  from  Arabia,  where  it  La  collected  from  the  wild  plant  and  accordingly 
often  much  adulterated.  It  would  appear  that  about  5,000  hundredweiglit  are 
usually  taken  by  India  and  reexported  under  the  name  of  East  Indian  senna 
or  Mokn  or  Aden  senna.  For  many  years  past,  however,  the  imports  from 
Arabia  have  been  declining  and  the  exports  of  Tinnevelly  senna  improving. 

The  purity,  high  quality,  and  low  price  of  the  Indian  article  place  it  in  tha 
front  rank.  In  1887-88  tlie  total  exports  from  India  of  locally  grown  senna 
came  to  21,376  hundredweight,  valued  at  318,869  rupees  ($108,451).  More 
recent  figures  are  given  by  some  writers,  such  as  5,000  candies  annually  from 
Tuticorin,  but  the  data  for  an  exact  and  detailed  statement  of  the  total  trade 
are  not  available.  Quite  recently  a  new  form  of  senna  has  appeared  in  the 
London  markets  from  India.  Tills  has  been  shown  by  Barl>er  to  be  ('.  man- 
tana,  but  as  a  drug  it  has  been  found  inferior  to  C.  anguttifolia. 

Shipments  Dnring  Seoent  Years. 

Later  (official)  figures  covering  tlie  exports  of  domestic  senna  from 
British  India  ports  during  fiscal  years  ending  March  31  show  a  sharp 
falling  oflF  in  the  war  year  1914-15,  when  shipments  aggregated  only 
6,663  Hundredweight;  but  this  loss  was  more  than  made  up  in  the 
fiscal  year  1915-16,  when  34,280  hundredweight  were  exported.  Data 
as  to  the  value  and  destination  of  the  1915-16  shipments  are  not  yei 
available ;  for  the  three  preceding  years  they  were : 
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EZPOBTS  FBOH  CAHAO. 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Callao,  Peru,  in  the  first  six  months 
of  1916  amounted  to  $14,288,822,  which  was  more  by  $974,886  than 
the  total  exports  in  the  whole  year  of  1915.  The  highest  export 
figures  were  in  the  winter  months,  the  maximum  being  $3,880,775  in 
December,  1915.  During  the  second  auarter  of  1916  the  monthly, 
exports  were  nearly  uniform,  as  shown  by  statistics  in  the  Boletin  de 
las  Aduanas,  varying  only  from  $2,210,885  in  April  to  $2,895,427  in 
June. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEAXT  OF  FOBEIOH  ABB  BOMESTIC  COMMEBCE^ 

BIBTBICT  OmCaS.  COOPEUTITB  OFTOXS. 


raw  TOBXs  Beea  4M,  Casteidrane. 

BQarOHi  1801  CwteBhOBse. 

WlCtOOi  t04  redeiml  BalUlBg. 

ST.  LOUISs  409  TUr4  lUUeaal  Baak  BalMlM. 

AnAirrit  »S1  reet  Oaee  Balldlag. 

new  tUMUmt  IMO  mkenda  Bask  BalMlaff. 

8UI  nilfCBOOi  f1  CMteiUe 

BBiTriiB:  848  ■enry  BilMlsf. 


CLETBUKV:  Ckaiibcr  ef  Ceaaeree. 
aXCDniiTIt  CkaBher  of  Gomeite. 
aHCnHATli  C  R.  0.  *  T.  r.  By.  0*. 
LOS  ANGBUB:  Ckaaktr  of  CmuHree. 
PBIUDBLPHU:  Ckaaber  of  CouHite. 
CHlTTiNOOlUt  Sertk  AnerleaB  igeat,  SM<b> 

en  Bj.  Cvb 
rOBTUXB,  OBBAi  Chaaker  tt  CMuaerety 
BATTOX:  flrratcr  Bajrtea  Assodatlea. 
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'BATJXITE  DEPOSITS  IN  DTTTCH  GUIANA. 

[Consular  Agent  Henry  L.  Ulrachfcld,  Paramaribo,  Aug.  18.] 

Bauxite  was  discovered  about  14  months  ago  by  a  mining  engineer 
on  private  properties  situated  on  the  Siirinam  River,  four  hours' 
journey  from  Paramaribo.    The  area  over  wliich  the  bauxite  de- 

Eosits  have  been  found,  and  which  discloses  various  outcrops,  is  100 
ilometers  long  and  10  kilometers  wide  (62  by  6.2  miles).  It  is  not 
yet  possible  to  give  any  idea  of  the  amount  of  bauxite  within  this 
area.  The  bauxite  company  now  operating  seems  interested  only  in 
the  highland  and  hill  deposits.  It  is  in  possession  of  the  most  suit- 
able land. 

Very  little  prospecting  has  been  done.  In  wet,  tropical  countries 
like  the  Guianas  there  is  extensive  decomposition.  The  damp  heat, 
aided  by  decomposed  vegetation,  tends  to  make  surface  indications 
difficult  for  the  prospector. 

On  the  northern  fringe  of  the  deposit  there  is  a  large  percentage 
of  iron,  assays  showing  as  high  as  33  per  cent,  whereas  the  southern 
fringe  shows  less  than  2  per  cent.    Silica  contents  are  low  at  both 
t>oints. 
Xlaeral  Probably  Located  at  Various  Depths. 

It  is  probable  that  the  greater  part  of  the  given  area  is  made  up  of 
bauxite,  and  that  the  mineral  will  be  discovered  at  various  depths, 
the  formation  being  of  a  wavy  nature. 

Several  broad  and  deep  rivere  rim  through  the  course  of  the  for- 
mation, making  it  easily  accessible  for  transportation. 

To  become  holders  of  authority  for  the  exploitation  of  minerals, 
including  bauxite,  applicants  must  be  Netherknders,  inhabitants  of 
the  Netherlands,  Surinamers,  inhabitirnts  of  Surinam,  companies  or 
associations  established  in  the  Netherlands,  or  companies  or  associa- 
tions established  in  Surinam. 

The  holder  of  such  authority  or  the  concessiott&atre  who  is  not 
residing  in  the  colony  must  constantly  be  represented  there.  The 
authority  or  concession  lapses  legally — (a)  when  the  holder  ceases 
to  have  the  qualification  required;  (b)  on  the  holder's  death,  so  far 
as  concerns  those  assigns  who  have  within  the  i)eriod  of  one  year 
failed  to  prove  the  qualification  prescribed.  Disputes  concerning 
the  required  qualification  in  this  article  will  be  decided  by  court. 

Kethod  of  Obtaining  Authority  for  Zxploratlon. 

In  order  to  obtain  authority  to  undertake  exploration  for  min- 
erals, including  bauxite,  in  or  upon  the  Crown  domain,  the  person 
interested  or  his  attorney,  with  the  letter's  powers  set  forth  in  writ- 
ing, is  required  to  address  to  the  governor  a  stamped  petition  con- 
taining his  name  and  nationality,  combined  with — (a)  statement 
showing  to  which  of  the  classes  mentioned  in  the  general  regtila- 
tions  the  applicant  belongs;  (b)  choice  of  domicile  at  Paramaribo; 
(c)  a  figurative  chart  containing  as  accurate  an  indication  as  pos- 
sible of  the  situation,  boundaries,  and  area  of  the  tract  he  desires  to 
explore.  With  the  application  must  be  submitted  a  receipt  show- 
ing that  the  amount  due  the  Colonial  Treasury  has  been  paid  «t  the 
rate  of  1  cent  per  hectare  per  year  of  the  period  for  which  the  appli* 
cation  is  made  (hectarc=2.47  acres). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMBROE  BEPOBI&  1099 

In  case  the  application  is  made  by  or  in  the  nume  of  more  than  one 
person,  the  petition  must  be  signed  b^  all  the  applicants  or  their 
attorneys,  appointed  in  writing;  and  if  made  by  an  association  or 
Company  by  properly  accredited  representatives  or  representative.  All 
applicants  are  individually  responsible  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  stip- 
ulations that  are  now  in  rorce  or  may  be  put  in  force. 

Applleations  Kay  be  Bejeeted. 

The  govemorj  after  having  heard  the  privy  council,  may,  by  Gov- 
ernment resolution,  assigning  therein  his  reasons,  reject  any  applica- 
tion for  authority  to  seek  deposits  of  minerals  upon  the  Crown  do- 
main. The  authority  is  not  granted  for  a  larger  extent  than  20,000 
hectares  or  for  less  than  2,000. 

Bights  are  not  to  be  granted  for  lands  on  whicli  there  have  been 
previous  concessions  until  three  months  after  the  date  on  which  the 
concessions  shall  have  lapsed.  The  period  for  which  authority  is 
granted  is  to  be  fixed  in  no  instance  for  longer  than  one  year ;  but  in 
case  there  are  reasons  for  so  doing,  the  authority  may  be  renewed 
once  in  each  instance  for  a  period  oi  one  year. 

No  concession  of  Crown  domain  for  exploitation  of  minerals  and 
bauxite  is  to  be  granted  for  less  than  1  year  or  for  longer  than  40 
years,  or  for  an  area  less  than  200  hectares. 

faTiaeiitt  to  be  Hade  for  Biglitt. 

To  the  Colonial  Treasury  is  to  be  paid  in  advance,  for  the  right 
of  exploration,  1  cent  (Dutch)  per  hectare  (cent=$0.004),  and  for  a 
concession  for  exploitation  for  the  first  and  the  cecond  years,  each, 
10  cents  (Dutch )  per  hectare ;  for  the  third  and  the  fourth  years,  each, 
25  cents  (Dutch)  per  hectare;  for  each  f ©lowing  year,  50  cents 
(Dutch)  per  hectare.  When  a  concession  is  granted  for  a  period  in 
excess  of  one  year  the  dues  are  to  be  paid  every  year  at  least  30  days 
before  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  concession.  In  defaiilt 
of  this  payment  the  concession  will  lapse  on  such  annual  date. 

Since  the  bauxite  deposits  were  discovered  in  this  colony  19  per- 
sons have  applied  for  the  right  of  exploration  for  minerals,  includ- 
ing bauxite.  Nearly  all  of  these  concessions  are  situated  on  the 
Cottica  River,  where  rich  deposits  have  been  found.  Many  of  the 
concessions  have  proved  to  be  of  no  value. 

[An  article  on  banxitc  In  British  and  Dnlch  Uuiana  was  publisiied  in  Cou- 
MKRCS  Reports  lor  July  8,  1016,  and  tlie  deveiopments  in  Brltisli  Guiana  were 
dl8CUS.<3<Hl  in  tlie  Issue  of  A«r.  15,  1910.] 


INCOME-TAX  LAW  IN  SALVADOR. 

Eegulations  governing  the  new  income-tax  law  in  Salvador  appear 
in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  August  30.  Under  this  law  taxes  are  levied 
on  salaries,  professional  fees,  land  and  house  rents,  interest  on  capi- 
tal, and  on  commercial,  industrial,  and  mining  profits.  Companies 
are  not  required  to  pay  an  income  tar,  but  the  manager  or  repre- 
sentative of  a  company  must  furnish  to  the  tax  bureau  a  list  of  the 
partners  or  stockholders  in  the  company  he  represents,  showing  the 
profits  or  dividends  pertaining  to  each  person. 
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HABKET  FOB  KEBOSEHE  STOVES  IH  STTTCH  WEST  IHBIES. 

[Consul  G.  S.  Mcaseramltb,  Cnnicao.  Aug.  20.) 

Conditions  on  the  island  of  Curasao  are  such  that  an  unusaal  op- 
portunity is  presenting  itself  for  the  introduction  of  a  good  mod- 
erate-priced kerosene  stove  for  cooking  and  baking  purposes. 

In  the  houses  of  the  rich  and  poor  on  this  island,  almost  without 
exception,  the  cooking  has  been  done  on  charcoal  pots.  These  iron 
pots  come  in  all  sizes,  and  have  up  to  this  time  been  imported  from 
England.  The  negro  .servants  through  long  experience  have  become 
expert  in  cooking  on  these  pots,  and  to  a  stranger  it  seems  almost 
incredible  that  they  should  be  able  to  prepare  on  no  more  than  two 
or  three  of  them  a  course  dinner  and  yet  serve  every  dish  warm.  As 
no  baking  can  be  done  on  the  charcoal  pots,  and  as  the  ovens  in  use 
are  crude  and  unsatisfactory,  cakes  and  bread  are  seldom  baked  in 
the  house,  but  are  bought  from  small  bakers.  The  absence  of  baked 
dishes  of  all  kinds,  so  common  in  the  United  States,  is  also  notice- 
able. It  is  believed  that  kerosene  stoves  equipped  with  an  oven  would 
become  popular  here  once  the  possibilities  or  increasing  the  variety 
and  improving  the  quality  and  taste  of  the  food  through  their  use 
are  more  generally  understood. 
IntrodnotioB  of  American  Stoves. 

An  American  kerosene  stove  of  good  quality,  and  constructed  so  as 
to  withstand  the  climate,  has  recently  been  introduced  here,  and  every 
order  the  agent  is  sending  in  is  larger  than  the  preceding  one.  The 
demand  so  far  has  come  chiefly  from  Americans,  but  many  of  the 
families  permanently  residing  here  have  become  interested  and  have 
purchased  stoves.  The  demand  for  this  stove  will,  however,  be  re- 
stricted to  a  small  class,  as  the  price  is  too  high  to  meet  a  popular 
demand. 

A  cheap  and  a  moderate-priced  kerosene  stove  of  good  grade  for 
cooking  and  baking,  constructed  for  use  in  tropical  countries,  would 
L>est  meet  conditions  here.  The  stove  should  be  of  as  simple  con- 
struction as  possible,  and  the  metal  parts  should  be  durably  japanned, 
enameled,  or  in  some  other  way  effectively  protected  from  ru^  TTie 
oven  should  be  built  so  that  it  may  be  shipped  ''  knocked  down  "  to 
save  freight.  It  should  also  be  of  such  construction  that  it  can 
easily  be  put  on  or  taken  from  the  stove.  The  one,  two,  and  three- 
burner  stoves,  and  the  small  and  medium  size  ovens  would  be  in  the 
greatest  demand  here. 

Printed  Instmctions  Shonld  Accompany  Stoves — ^Petrolenm  BeAnery. 

As  a  part  of  the  selling  campaign  a  booklet  should  be  prepared  in 
Spanish,  explaining  clearly  how  to  operate  the  stove.  It  should  also 
contain  a  number  of  good  recipes  for  cooked  and  baked  dislies  suit- 
able for  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  erection  of  a  large  petroleum  refinery  here  to  refine  crude  oil 
from  Venezuela  will  no  doubt  result  in  a  considerable  reduction  in 
the  price  of  kerosene.    The  refinery  wiU  be  completed  early  in  1917. 

From  information  received  through  reliable  sources  it  appears  that 
a  similar  opening  for  kerosene  stoves  exists  in  other  parts  of  &e 
West  Indies,  and  in  Central  and  South  America.  The  enterprising 
manufacturer  who  will  study  the  conditions  and  produce  a  stove  that 
will  meet  them  will  no  doubt  find  the  returns  much  worth  while. 
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HTDIAH  CASHEW-HUT  nmVSTBT. 

(Consul  Luciea  Mciumlnger,  Madras,  Jul;  14.] 

The  cashew  nut  tree  (Anacardium  occidentale),  originally  intro- 
duced from  South  America,  is  established  in  the  coast  forests  of 
India,  especially  in  sandy  places.  In  South  India  it  is  important  in 
coast-dune  reclamation. 

Until  12  or  15  years  ago  cashew  was  a  jungle  product  and  the  nuts 
gathered  were  mainly  intended  for  consumption  in  the  country  and 
in  the  gulf  ports,  where  a  considerable  demand  exists  among  the 
Arabs.  The  total  output,  however,  under  such  conditions  never  ex- 
ceeded 1,500  to  2,000  hundredweight  (hundredweight=112  pounds). 
The  advent  of  European  firms  in  the  business  gave  an  impetus  to  the 
trade  and  to  meet  the  increased  demands  the  produce  began  to  be 
regularly  cultivated. 

South  and  North  Canara  on  the  western  coast  of  the  Indian 
Peninsula  is  the  home  of  the  casliew  tree  in  India  and  of  late  years 
large  tracts  in  Malabar  and  Travancore  have  also  been  planted  with 
it.  The  fruit  yielded  by  the  tree  is  commonly  known  as  casliew 
apple;  it  is  eaten  only  by  the  lowest  classes,  and  quantities  of  it  are 
wasted.  The  crop  season  is  between  the  end  of  March  and  the 
beginning  of  May. 

Preparing  the  Vnti  for  Karket. 

The  nut,  which  is,  in  fact,  the  seed  of  the  tree,  is  attached  to  the 
top  of  the  cashew  apple.  After  being  detached,  the  nuts  are  dried, 
packed  in  robbins,  and  roasted  over  an  ordinary  charcoal  fire.  The 
nuts  are  removed  hot,  and  the  outer  shell  is  broken  by  means  of 
stones,  the  kernels  then  being  removed  and  sent  to  the  market  for 
sale.  As  they  are  generally  very  damp  when  they  reach  the  South 
Indian  buyers  and  are  liable  to  spoil,  the  buyers'  representatives, 
upon  receipt  of  the  supplies  from  the  natives,  usually  cause  the  nuts 
to  be  spread  out  in  the  sun  for  two  days.  The  brown  and  rancid  nuts 
are  garbled  out,  and  the  article  is  then  ready  for  export. 

Something  like  15,000  hundredweight  of  these  nuts  are  now  ex- 
ported in  an  averagje  season  to  England,  France,  and  America,  the 
principal  port  of  shipment  being  Aiangalore. 

In  the  calendar  year  1915  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from 
the  Madras  Presidency  totaled  2,288  hundredweight,  valued  at 
$28,063.  There  have  been  no  exports  thus  far  in  1916,  but  the  season 
is  just  now  opening,  and  contracts  have  been  made  for  forwarding 
the  average  quantity. 

Tlonr  Said  to  Resemble  That  of  Almonds. 

Cashew  nuts  are  prepared  for  table  use  in  much  the  same  manner 
as  roasted  almonds,  the  flavor  of  which  they  are  said  to  resemble 
slightly.  They  are  not  unlike  almonds  in  shape,  though  thinner  and 
more  elongated,  and  many  of  them  are  concavo-convex.  The  ex- 
ported nuts  are  no  doubt  bought  chiefly  by  East  Indians  residing  in 
foreign  coimtries  or  by  persons  who  have  acquired  a  taste  for  them 
by  residence  in  India.  They  arc  sometimes  made  into  confectionery 
with  sugar. 

(For  other  iisos  of  rn.sliew  imxlnctx  sec  Daily  Onsnlar  and  Tmdc  Ileports 
tor  Nov.  3,  1914.) 
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FOEEIGN  TSABE  OPPOBTinnTIES. 

Kefierred  addresses  ma;  be  obtained  from  the  Bvresv  and  Its  diatrict  ofleea.  Bequest 
for  each  opportnnit;  sbonld  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  atetr  opBortvalty  aamber. 
The  Bnrean  does  not  fomlsb  credit  ratings  or  assome  responslbiuty  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  inqalrers ;  the  usual  prccantloag  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Qold  leaf,  varnishes,  etc..  No.  224C4. — Supplementing  Foreign  Trade  Oppor- 
tunity No.  21467,  the  Bureau  is  Informed  that  the  man  now  desires  to 
form  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  gold  leaf,  aniline  colors,  and  varnishes.    References. 

Cancnt,  No.  224Co. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  an 
official  in  his  district  writes  that  be  would  like  to  purchase  Americnn 
cement  if  it  can  be  ilelivered  cheaper  than  cement  which  Is  now  being 
purchased  In  England.  It  is  stated  tliat  cement  is  being  purchased  for 
about  $6,  c.  i.  f.  destination. 

Cabbage  and  beans.  No.  22466. — ^A  canning  company  in  Canada  writes  the 
Bureau  that  it  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  vegetable  grow- 
ers' associations  in  tbe  Eastern  States,  with  a  view  to  purchasing  cabbage 
and  white  beans. 

Bags,  i-icc,  flour,  and  butter.  No.  22467. — ^A  firm  In  Venezuela  writes  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  receive  quotations  on  Jute  bags  and 
bagging,  and  wislies  to  sell  on  a  commission  basis  rice,  wheat  flour,  and 
butter.    Correspondence  preferably  in  Spanish. 

Logging  equipment,  No.  22468^ — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports 
tliat  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  logging  equipment,  such  as 
winches  for  steam  block  and  tackle,  patent  blocks  and  Jacks,  cant  hooks 
and  appliances.  Catologues,  price  lists,  etc,  in  EUigllsb,  should  be  sent 
at  once. 

Beating  and  liohting  apparatus.  No.  22469. — ^A  merchant  in  France  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  heating  and  lighting  ap- 
paratus.   Correspondence,  printed  matter,  etc.,  should  be  in  French. 

UaeMnery,  No.  22470. — ^A  firm  in  Cuba  writes  the  Bureau  that  it  wishes  to 
receive  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  to 
be  used  in  making  automobile  and  bicycle  tires  and  other  rubber  articles. 
It  Is  desired  to  receive  estimates  for  the  establishment  of  such  an  enter- 
prise. 

Refrigerating  supplies,  ct<'.,  No.  22471. — ^An  American  consular  ofllcer  in  Spain 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  import  manometers  for  re- 
frigerating machinery,  and  rubt>er  packing.  Correspondence  in  English. 
References. 

Harmonicas  and  protractors,  No.  22472. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Canada  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  in  his  district  which 
wishes  to  purchase  harmonicas  and  celluloid  protractors. 

Boots  and  shoes,  hosier}),  etc..  No.  22473. — A  business  man  In  the  Danish  West 
Indies  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  enter  into 
commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  boots 
and  shoes,  hosiery,  underwear,  silver  and  platetl  ware,  hard  and  soft 
lumber,  hardware,  enamel  ware,  and  ready-made  clothing.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

Leather  and  photographic  supplies,  No.  22474. — ^An  American  consular  oflicer 
In  Spain  reports  that  a  denier  in  his  district  wishes  to  import  leather  for 
footwear  and  furniture,  also  iihotographlc  supplies.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  Spanish  or  French.    Ileferences. 

Olass  sand,  No.  22475. — An  exporter  of  white  sund  for  the  manufacture  of 
glass  informs  an  American  consular  officer  In  France  that  he  wishes  to 
communicate  with  American  importers  of  such  sand. 

Lumber,  No.  22476. — A  firm  In  northern  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  find  a  market  In  the  United  States  for  luinb^, 
especially  cedar,  "louro  vermelho,"  andirobb,  acapu,  and  morotota  TW 
latter  is  a  soft  wood  used  for  making  matches  and  could  be  supplied  In 
lurge  quantities. 
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Windmills,  tractor*,  etc..  No.  22477. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Australia 
writes  that  a  company  in  liis  district  wishes  to  enter  into  commercial  re- 
lations with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  windmills,  light 
tractors,  light  motor  wagoa-i  suitable  for  country  requirements,  materials 
tur  fences  and  all  the  latest  agricultural  machinery,  etc.  The  firm  is  also 
Interested  In  coolers  and  purifiers  or  any  devices  that  could  be  used  for 
preserving  meat  during  the  summer  months;  also  exterminators  of  white 
ants  and  other  pests  common  to  the  Tropics.    References. 

Blaftio  products.  No.  22478. — An  American  constilar  officer  in  Venezuela  writes 
that  there  Is  a  marltet  In  his  district  for  all  kinds  of  elastic  protlucts,  for 
suspenders,  garters,  hats,  belting,  etc.  Prices  should  be  given  per  meter 
and  the  weight  in  kilos  per  meter.  Samples  should  not  be  sent  by  parcel 
post.    References. 

Bctdng  machines  and  needles.  No.  22479. — ^A  business  man  in  France  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  piurchasc,  on  a  cash  basis, 
sewing  machines  and  needles  therefor.    Reference. 


AMEBICAH  COHSULAB  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  busircss  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Num. 

Port. 

Bxplra. 

tiODOf 

vtane. 

Address. 

rheToo,  Chins 

Kar»"hl.  India 

Colombo,  Covlon 

Havre.  France 

St.  Oall,  Switzerland.. 

Oct.    1 
...do..... 
Sept.  30 
Oct.   14 
Oct.   21 
Nov.    1 

Haultiae,  Robs 

Department  oTState,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Oo  (Tnlveretty  Club,  Kansas  City,  If*. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

Latiiut,  Jiunm  Oliw 

Lennsrd,  Walter  A 

Department  of  State,  Washlnctoo,  D.  0, 
Da 

Pft*,  William  J 

1200  Eutaw  Plafe,  BaUimore,  Ud. 

Htory,  Frank  Anderson.... 

Htstcrsan,  wnibun  W.« 

Orawy,  Wfllmr  T.k 

Puerto     Plata,     Do- 

mlnicTui  Repabll". 
D'lrhiui.Roinh  Africa. 
Seville.  Snaln 

Oct.     1 

Sept.  30 
Oct.  30 

C/o  Hallow«ll  &  Henrr,  37  Pine  StratL 
New  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0, 

■  Conaol  Maxtcrson  Informs  the  Bureau  that  be  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  20 
to  ao.  daring  which  period  be  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  Interested  In  South  African 
commercial  matteia.  Communications  should  be  Bcnt  to  tbe  Bureau's  district  office^ 
Boom  400,  Cnstomboase.  New  York  City. 

*  CoDsul  Oracey  will  be  ^lad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  eastern 
dtiea  Interested  in  the  Spanish  trade  during  his  visit  in  tbe  United  States. 


New  School  Boildii^  for  Sao  Paolo. 

The  Directoi*  of  Public  Works  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  has  been  com- 
missioned to  arrange  for  the  erection  of  a  large  school  building, 
reports  Vice  Consul  Kobert  S.  Keiser,  of  Sao  Paido. 


Vice  Consul  Eugene  Nabel,  of  Amsterdam,  reports  that  Utrecht, 
the  capital  and  largest  city  of  the  Province  of  Utrecht,  is  to  have  a 
new  post  office.  The  Netherlands  Government  is  looking  for  a  suit- 
able site  upon  which  to  erect  the  building. 
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MUSICAL  mSTBXTMEirrS  m  SOTTTH  AFRICA. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Gansaalos,  Jobanncsbarg,  July  2C.] 

Any  American  manufacturer  of  pianos,  pianolas,  phonographs,  or 
records  who  desires  to  secure  a  footing  in  the  Johannesburg  market 
will  find  it  necessary  either  to  open  a  branch  in  South  Africa  or  to 
send  a  representative  who  will  travel  tliroughout  the  district  or  grant 
an  exclusive  agency  to  some  established  firm.  The  representative 
should  be  prepared  to  advertise  the  goods  and  in  that  way  clearly  put 
before  the  buying  public  an  article  for  which  there  is  a  compara- 
tively large  demand. 

The  retail  prices  of  pianos  vary  from  $350  to  $750,  while  the  prices 
for  pianolas  are  from  $250  to  $1,350.  Phonographs  may  be  bought  at 
prices  from  $35  to  $100. 

Values  of  Imports  and  Countries  of  Orlgia. 

■  Most  buyers  are  now  paying  cash  against  documents  in  Ifew  York, 
and  have,  in  the  past,  met  payments  largely  by  means  of  sight  drafts. 
Values  of  imports,  with  the  sources  of  origin,  for  the  fiscal  year 
1915  were: 


> — 

Countries. 

1914 

191i 

Countries. 

1914 

ni5 

MITSICAI.  INSTBUMEMTS. 

United  Kingdom 

{159.908 

11,334 

5.474 

S30,9M 

43,769 

854 

«228,<!4S 
2,015 
g,HM 
21,778 
52.519 
6,847 

raoNooBAPBs,  obama- 

PBONSS,  JkUD  A0CES3OUE8. 

United  Elngdinn 

t334,3t3 

9.407 

24.IC7 

6.031 

7.514 

Canada  

ta.TT! 

France 

S.8)9 

flflrmiiTiy ', 

Oennany  

1.3« 
LttT 

United  States 

United  States 

other  countries.... 

Other  countries 

2,155 

Total 

Total 

653,305 

321,740 

380,572 

70.6B 

Notwithstanding  the  high  rank  that  the  United  States  holds  in 
the  manufacture  of  musical  insti-uments  and  of  phonographs,  gramo- 
phones, and  accessories,  the  exports  of  the  latter  class  are  practically 
negligible,  and  should  call  for  an  immediate  study  of  this  market, 
which  offers  an  increasing  field  for  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of  musical 
instruments  of  American  manufacture. 

One  of  the  largest  dealei-s  in  this  city,  who  handles  almost  ex- 
clusively musical  instruments  of  British  manufacture,  states  that 
there  is  a  large  demand  for  pianos  ranging  in  price  from  $200  to 
$250.  At  present  this  firm  is  unable  to  .secure  i-epi-esentation  for 
pianos  of  this  price. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  musical  instruments  and  importers  of  talking  macbiofs 
niuy  be  obtained  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its 
district  or  cooperative  oflices.    Refer  to  file  No.  79728.) 


Proposed  Paper  Mill  in  Azi^ntina. 

Argentine  manufacturei^  are  studying  the  possibilities  of  estab- 
lisliing  a  paper  plant.  The  Government  of  the  Province  of  Mendoni; 
at  the  i^etition  of  Vicente  Mut,  has  recommended  to  the  Provindal 
legislature  the  exemption  from  all  taxes  and  imposts  of  the  first 
paper  factory  to  be  erected  in  that  Province. 


WASniNOTO.V  :   GOVKRXMK.VT  PCIXTI.NO  OFFICB  :  1*" 
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EESTBICTIONS  ON  CEBTAIN  EXPOBTS  TO  SCANDINAVIA. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Sept.  20.] 

No  further  licenses  will  be  granted  or  facilities  given  for  export  of 
sauces  to  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  of  bamboos,  canes,  and  rattans 
to  Norway. 

BELAXATION  OF  BBITISH  EHBABGO  ON  WOOL. 

[Cablegram  from  Amerlcau  consul  genera),  London,  Sept.  20.J 

Application  for  licenses  to  export  to  allied  and  neutral  countries 
limited  quantities  of  carbonized  wool  noils  and  waste  will  now  re- 
ceive consideration  from  War  Trade  Department,  without  guaranty 
of  favorable  action  in  all  cases. 


FBINCE  EDWABD  ISLAND  CBOP  ESTIMATES. 

(Consul  William  .\.  Pierce,  Charlottctown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  I'anada,  Sept.  8.1 

Hay,  oats,  and  potatoes  are  the  three  Prince  Edwanl  l.sland  crops 
whose  annual  production  exceeds  $1,000,000  in  value,  lleports  to  the 
provincial  Department  of  Agriculture  up  to  September  1  indicate  an 
area  of  200,000  acres  under  hay  and  clover,  with  an  estimated  yield  of 
300,000  tons,  valued  at  $3,600,000.  The  oats  acreage  is  placed  at 
200,000  and  the  production  at  7,500,000  l)Hshels,  valued  sit  iivJ,37o,0()0. 
Potatoes  occupy  32,000  acres,  from  whicli  a  crop  of  T.OOD.OOO  bushels, 
valued  at  $3,500,000,  is  expected. 

COINAGE  OF  GOLD  DISKS  IN  FEBV. 

The  Peruvian  Government,  through  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  lias 
authorized  the  Banco  Mercantil  Americano  to  have  coinetl  50,000 
Peruvian  pounds  ($243,325)  in  gold  disks  imported  by  the  bank.  The 
West  Coast  Leader  of  August  24  states  that  this  bank  will  import 
a  first  consignment  of  gold  amounting  to  $500,000.  Tlie  gold  disks 
are.  to  be  exempt  from  import  duty,  and  they  are  to  be  coined  free 
of  charge.  The  Banco  Mercantil  is  to  turn  over  half  of  the  coined 
gold  to  the  Goremment  in  exchange  for  Peruvian  bank  notes  of  the 
same  value. 

soo!»*-i«  noo 
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HEW  ALASKA  LIOHT  STATION  IKFOBTAHT  SHIFFIlfO  AI9. 

Cape  Ht.  Elias  Li|;1it  Station,  which  was  placed  in  commissioii 
September  G,  191G,  will  be  one  of  the  most  impoiiant  aids  to  navi- 
gation on  the  coast  of  Alaska.  It  is  the  landfall  light  for  veesde 
bound  to  Prince  William  Sound  or  Cook  Inlet  from  either  the  Pacific 
coast  of  tlie  Ignited  States  or  southeastern  Alaska. 

The  iUuniiiiating  apparatus  consists  of  a  three-mantle  lamp  in  a 
third-ordoi'.  double-flashing  lens  of  300,000  candlepower,  and  the 
range,  due  to  its  elevation,  is  ir>}  nautical  miles.  The  metal  super- 
structure of  the  tower,  including  the  watch  room,  gallery,  and  helical 
bar  second-order  lantern",  was  on  exhibition  at  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  in  San  Francisco  during  1915.  The  fog 
signal,  which  will  be  placed  in  commission  at  an  early  date,  consists 
of  a  C-inch  automatic  compressed  air  siren,  in  duplicate,  each  with 
a  trumpet  with  a  two-way  mouth.  This  macliinery,  including  tl« 
necessary  air  tanks  and  piping,  was  also  exhibited  at  San  Francisco. 

The  characteristic  of  the  light  is  a  double  white  flash  every  20 
seconds;  that  of  the  fog  signal  will  be  a  double  blast  of  4  seconds 
each  every  minute. 

This  lighthouse  has  been  coustructe<l  directly  by  the  Lighthouse 
Service,  which  has  maintained  a  force  during  the  past  two  seafsons  at 
this  remote  spot.  When  the  station  was  placed  in  commission,  the 
temporary  light  was  discontinued.  The  station  is  on  the  south  end 
of  Kayak  Island,  on  a  shelf  about  Vt  feet  above  sea  level.  The 
tower  is  square  and  supports  a  cast-ii-on  watch  room  and  second- 
order  lantern,  whose  focal  plane  is  40  feet  above  tlie  base  of  the 
structure  and  85  feet  above  sea  level.  The  tower  ri.ses  above  the 
roof  of  the  fog-signal  building  from  one  of  its  ends.  On  a  terrace 
east  and  north  of  this  building  are  located  the  cooling  tanks  for  the 
engines,  the  fuel  oil  and  illuminating  oil  tanks,  cisterns,  the  dwell- 
ing with  quarters  for  three  keepers  (men  only),  and  the  boat  and 
hoisting-engine  house,  with  an  inclined  railway  to  the  sea  level 
There  is  a  system  of  roads,  tracks,  sewers,  di-ains,  etc.,  about  the 
buildings,  which  are  of  reinforced  concrete  and  hollow  terra-cotta 
tile  where  the  latter  is  practicable. 

A  gas,  whistling,  and  submarine  bell  buoy  was  placed  off  this  cape 
on  May  14, 191G,  and  an  automatic  gas  light  has  also  been  maintained 
on  an  off-lying  rock  during  the  construction  of  the  lighthouse. 


CHANQE  OF  FISCAL  TEAB  DT  COLOMBIA. 

[Cbarg£  d'Affaiics  Charles  B.  Curtis,  Bogotfl,  July  2U.] 

The  fiscal  year  in  Colombia  will  hereafter  begin  March  1  instead 
of  January  1.  A  congressional  decree  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  July 
22  provides  for  this  change,  and  specifies  that  the  fiscal  year  of  1916 
shall  be  extended  to  the  last  day  of  February,  1917,  to  comply  with 
the  new  law.  The  decree  also  provides  for  the  submittal  of  a  state- 
ment of  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  past  year  to  the  Min- 
isti"y  of  the  Treasury  before  May  31  each  year.  In  the  event  that 
the  revenues  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  obligations  prompUy,  payments 
are  to  be  made  in  the  order  provided  in  the  decree.  This  order  nuy 
be  altered  in  the  case  of  international  obligations  or  when  a  devia- 
tion is  required  in  the  interest  of  public  health  or  order.   ' 
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MABKET  IN  POSTITOAL  FOB  MEN'S  HOSIEBT. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  Aug.  22.] 

Men's  hosiery  imported  by  Portugal  at  present  comes  from  the 
United  States,  England,  and  France — largely  from  the  last  two  of 
these  countries.  Formerly  the  sources  of  supply  were  Germany  and 
France.  The  importation  from  the  United  States  has  been  increas- 
ing slowly ;  some  shipments  reach  Lisbon  by  direct  steamers  and  the 
rest  through  other  countries,  principally  Spain. 

Under  the  present  circumstances,  and  especially  because  of  the 
great  scarcity  of  the  article,  it  is  difficult  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
prices  for  the  various  qualities  of  hosiery.  One  of  the  largest  im- 
porting houses  states  that  it  has  yet  to  see  a  sample  of  American- 
made  cotton  hosiery  that  is  entirely  suitable  for  the  Portuguese  mar- 
ket. Some  which  are  excellent  m  quality  or  material  lose  their 
value  because  of  heavy  weight,  and  others  which  have  a  suitable 
weight  are  of  poor  material  and  badly  dyed. 
LlKhtwei^ht  Hose  Desired — Introdncing  American  Ooods. 

Cotton  hosiery  worn  in  this  country  is  usually  of  one  color,  nearly 
always  mercerized,  and  very  lightweight.  Although  the  hose  may 
be  higher  in  price  (of  silk,  silk  and  cotton,  and  "  fil  d'Ecossa"),  if  it 
suits  the  market  there  is  a  very  large  demand. 

Silk  hose  are  worn  in  colors  and  black,  ranging  in  quality  from 
medium  priced  to  expensive.  American  manufacturers  are  able  to 
satisfy  the  demands  for  this  class  of  goods.  As  the  duty  is  high — 
7  milreis  per  kilo,  or  about  $2.30  a  pound  at  f)resent  exchange-^for 
articles  of  natural  or  artificial  silk,  or  containing  silk,  light  weight 
is  desirable.  Hose  of  moderate  price  should  not  weigh  more  than  30 
grams  (1.06  ounces)  and  the  higher  priced  not  more  than  35  to  40 
grams  (1.23  to  1.41  ounces). 

Local  importers  state  that  samples  of  American-made  hose  of  silk 
and  cotton  show  that  an  inferior  grade  of  cotton  and  dyes  is  em- 
ployed, although  the  silk  part  is  entirely  satisfactory.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  the  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  materials  should  be 
avoided  and  the  cotton  should  bo  mercerized.  Duty  on  cotton 
hosiery  is  1.50  milreis  per  kilo,  or  about  45  cents  a  pound.  This 
class  of  goods  likewise  snould  be  lightweight  on  account  of  the  duty 
and  also  because  the  prevailing  mode  is  for  transparent  hosiery. 
The  opinion  is  generally  held  that  if  American  manufacturers  will 
supply  an  articfe  adapted  in  every  way  to  the  Portuguese  require- 
ments the  business  now  and  in  the  future  should  be  a  valuable  one. 
well  worth  study  and  consideration. 

Vsoal  Terms. 

The  usual  terms  of  credit  in  this  trade  are  from  four  to  six  months. 
Payment  of  cash  before  even  documents  are  received,  wliich  seems 
to  be  generally  adopted  by  American  manufacturers  and  exporters, 
may  be  sound  business  just  now,  but  this  method  does  not  tend  to 
develop  present  or  future  commerce.  It  is  urgent  that  some  other 
basis  be  adopted  and  more  liberal  terms  allowed  if  the  United  States 
expects  to  retain  its  present  strong  position  in  Portugal. 

[A  list  of  the  leading  Importers  of  men's  hosiery  In  Lisbon  may  be  had  upon 
oppUcatlon  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
and  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80254.] 
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SFADT'S  UrTEBVATIOXAL  TEABE  POK  SIX  MOVTHS. 

[CoDHiil  Oeneral  Carl  Ballej  Harst,  Barcelona,  Ang.  23.] 

An  iucrease  in  the  value  of  Spain's  irapoits  and  exports  was  mani- 
fest during  the  first  six  months  of  1916,  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1915.  The  total  values  of  imports  and  expods 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  last  two  years  foUow:  1915,  im- 
ports, $102,652,422;  exports,  $113,087,786;  1916,  imports,  $117,428,- 
379;  exports,  $122,760,087. 

Aside  from  the  imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  in  coin 
and  bullion,  the  increase  in  value  of  exports  over  imports  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1916  amounts  to  $34,596,707,  compared  witn 
only  $10,535,364  during  the  corre^>onding  period  of  1915.  The 
imports  of  gold  in  coin  and  bullion  amounted  to  $28,220,107,  as  com- 
pared with  $9,748,577  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  Ex- 
clusive of  imports  of  gold  and  silver,  the  value  of  imports  decreased 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  past  three  years,  whUe  the  value 
of  the  exports  has  steadily  increased. 

Changes  in  the  Import  Trade. 

The  imports  of  raw  materials  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916 
were  not  as  large  as  in  1914.  Manufactured  articles  imported  in 
1914  were  valued  at  $35,840,285;  in  1915,  $18,478,642,  and  in  1916, 
$21,579,142.  Am<Mig  the  imports  that  ^ow  a  notable  increase  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1916,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
of  1915,  were  coal,  phosphates  or  lime,  pig  iron,  waste  iron,  and  steel, 
plates  and  sheets  of  iron  and  steel  coated  with  tin,  nitrate  of  soda, 
unwashed  wool,  \m\p  for  paper  making,  staves,  lumber,  and  wheat 
Imports  that  have  fallen  off  considerably  arc  zinc  in  bars  and  lumps, 
sesamum  seed,  linseed  and  other  oleaginous  seeds,  mineral  fertilizjas, 
superphosphates  of  lime  and  Thomas  slag,  feculae  for  industrial 
use,  paraffin  in  lumps,  raw  cotton,  raw  jute,  manila  hemp,  agave  and 
other  vegetable  fibers,  cork  in  sheet.s,  planks,  and  cork  dust,  and  cod- 
fish. 
Inoreaies  and  Decreases  in  the  Export  Trade. 

Among  the  exports  showing  an  increase  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1916,  as  compared  with  1915,  are  blende,  zinc  ore,  iron  and  iron 
pyrites,  mercury,  lead,  manufactured  iron,  chemical  products,  silk 
manufactures,  instruments  and  machinery,  paper  and  paper  manu- 
factures, barley,  green  and  salted  olives,  oranges,  olive  oil,  wines,  and 
sardines.  Articles  of  export  that  have  fallen  on  are  salt,  cotton  and 
manufactures  thereof,  hemp,  flax,  and  jute  manufactures,  wool  and 
wool  manufactures,  cork  stoppers,  tanned  calfskins,  shoes,  rice,  gat- 
banzos,  beans,  and  some  other  alimentary  products,  the  export  of 
which  has  been  limited  by  customs  regulations.  The  decreased  ex- 
port of  cotton  and  woolen  goods  is  particularly  great,  as  compared 
with  the  first  six  months  of  last  year,  but  the  export  at  that  time  was 
exceptional,  owing  to  large  orders  of  warring  nations.  A  comparison 
with  the  first  six  months  of  1914  shows  still  a  great  increase  m  these 
lines.  Exports  of  cotton  and  its  manufactures  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1914  amounted  in  value  to  $3,886,271,  in  1915  to  $14,574,886, 
and  in  1916  to  $11,242,248:  while  those  of  wool  and  its  manufactoies 
amounted  in  1014  to  $2,225,421,  in  1915  to  $18,960,121,  and  in  1916  to 
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$9,041,186.  The  export  of  chemicals,  on  the  other  hand,  has  steadily 
increased  and  is  now  nearly  double  that  of  1914,  while  metals  as  n 
class  show  an  increase,  compared  to  1914,  of  from  $13,792,279  to 
$17,570j989.  The  export  of  articles  of  food  as  a  whole  shows  a  con- 
tinned  increase  from  $34,549,916  during  the  first  six  months  of  1914 
to  $50,099,664  during  tlie  corresponding  period  of  1916. 


CULTIVATION  OF  CHICOBT  SEED  IN  OEBHANY. 

[Consul  Alfred  W,  Donegan,  Magdeburg,  Aug.  22.] 

Methods  employed  in  Germany  for  planting  and  cultivating 
chicory  seed  have  been  described  by  Mr.  Gustav  Jaensch,  who  be- 
lieves they  will  prove  of  great  assistance  in  efforts  to  raise  the 
product  in  the  United  States. 

Chicory  seeds  are  planted  here  in  14.1-inch  rows  ("  36  cm.  in  der 
Keine"),  about  19.7  inches  apart.  The  plants  are  allowed  to  grow 
out  ana  bloom  out  until  the  first  blossoms  have  developed  a  hard, 
yellow-brown  grain.  Neither  the  lateral  branches  nor  the  ends  of 
the  plants  are  cut  off. 

In  this  region,  where  the  climate  is  moderate  and  great  heat  rarely 
prevails,  the  plants  normally  reach  a  height  of  4  to  5  feet.  The  crop 
from  March  plantings  is  usually  harvested  in  the  second  half  of  Sep- 
tember. The  entire  plants  are  then  cut  off  just  above  the  roots  with 
sharp  and  slightly  curved  knives,  bound  together  in  small  bunches, 
and  set  up  in  double  rows  on  the  fields  for  after-ripening.  The  seed 
can  then  be  thrashed  only  in  very  dry  w^eather  or  heavy  frost  in 
winter. 

Despite  all  precautionary  measures  at  least  10  per  cent  of  the 
ripened  seed  usually  lies  on  the  groimd,  as  a  certain  percentage  neces- 
sarily falls  off  when  the  plants  are  touched.  Inasmuch  as  chicory 
seeds  are  always  consideraoW  damaged  by  birds  in  Germany,  watch- 
men have  to  be  kept  in  the  fields  all  day  to  prevent  excessive  loss. 


EZPOBTS  OF  METALS  FBOM  KALAY  STATES. 

[Consul  narry  Campbell,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Singapore,  July  27.] 

The  exports  of  block  tin  from  the  Federated  Malay  States  for 
Jime,  1916,  amounted  to  6,258  piculs  (picul=133.5  pounds) ,  compared 
with  5,599  in  June,  1915.  Exports  of  tin  ore  (70  per  cent  of  gross 
weight)  amounted  to  51,448  piculs,  compared  with  62,404  in  June, 

1915.  Total  tin  exports  were  valued  at  $2,827,639  United  States 
currency,  compared  with  $3,155,003  in  June,  1915. 

Exports  of  block  tin  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  amounted  to 
39419  piculs,  compared  with.  34,282  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915. 
Exports  of  tin  ore  amounted  to  325,863  piculs,  compared  with 
357,455  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915.  Total  tin  exports  for  the 
half  year  were  valued  at  $18,674,636,  compared  with  $17,552,264  in 
the  first  six  months  of  1915.  These  figures  are  given  by  the  Federated 
Malay  States  Government  Gazette. 

Exports  of  wolfram  from  the  Federated  Malay  States  for  June, 

1916,  amounted  to  370  piculs,  producing  a  total  for  the  year  to  date 
of  2,795  piculs,  compared  with  1,917  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  preceding  year.  Exports  of  gold  for  June,  1916,  were  1,170 
ounces,  producing  a  total  to  date  of  8,074  ounces. 
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SPAHI8H  DISTBICT'S  GBOWIVO  TBAOE  WITH  UlTIXED  SXAZBB. 

(Vice  Consnt  Harris  N.  Cooklngham,  Barcelona,  Jntf  81.) 

Locul  customhouse  authorities  state  that  imports  from  the  United 
States  into  Barcelona  have  greatly  increased  within  the  past  few 
years,  possibly  from  60  to  70  per  cent.  This  increase  has  been  made 
in  spite  of  the  sometimes  unfavorable  terms  offered  by  American 
manufacturers  to  the  Spanish  importers,  who  are  accustomed  under 
normal  conditions  to  credits  of  from  60  to  90  days. 

Commercial  intercoui-se  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  also 
is  somewhat  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities.  There 
is  now  only  one  passenger  line  with  sailings  From  Barcelona  to 
New  York,  and  but  four  different  freight  lines  have  services  which 
include  six  sailings  monthly  from  this  port  to  the  United  States. 
In  1915  there  were  161  vessels  that  left  Barcelona  for  American 
ports.  The  number  of  vessels  coming  here  from  the  United  States 
was  much  greater  than  this,  probably  about  double,  and  practically 
all  were  laden  with  cargo.  These  vessels  often  return  to  the  United 
States  in  ballast. 

Another  handicap  to  dii-ect  trade  relations  between  the  two  ctsm- 
triee  is  the  present  lack  of  a  parcel-post  system.  Spani^  mer- 
chants, however,  have  already  i-equested  the  Government  at  Madrid 
to  take  measures>  with  a  view  to  arranging  for  this  service  wiA  the 
United  States  Government. 
Ameriean  pank  Wonld  Produce  Important  Kesnlts. 

No  American  bank  has  l)een  established  in  Spain.  It  is  believed 
here  that  if  an  important  American  banking  firm  were  to  open  a 
branch  either  in  Barcelona  or  Madrid,  the  volume  of  business  trans- 
acted in  Spain  between  houses  in  the  United  States  and  in  this  city 
would  be  considerably  augmented.  Previous  to  the  war  the  bank 
that  carried  the  greater  proportion  of  business  between  Spanish  and 
American  firms  was  the  German  Transatlantic  Bank,  but  under 
present  circumstances  the  Banco  Hispano- Americano  and  the  Banco 
Espanol  del  Bio  de  la  Plata,  both  of  which  have  branches  in  Madrid 
and  in '  Bai'cclona,  are  the  agencies  through  which  most  interna- 
tional transactions  have  been  effected. 

Although  Spanish  highways  and  railways  lack  certain  of  the 
facilities  sometimes  found  in  other  countries,  the  Peninsula  offers 
un  important  field  for  tourist  exploitation  and  is  gradually  becom- 
ing better  known  to  and  more  popular  with  the  American  traveling 
public,  who  resort  to  Madrid  and  southern  Spain  in  ever-increaang 
numbers.  Any  agencj[  opened  hero  might  be  established  more  aJ 
vantageously  as  a  foreign  company  than  as  a  Spanish  organization. 
According  to  Spanish  law,  the  taxes  will  be  levied  upon  the  capital 
used  by  a  foreign  company  in  Spain,  whereas  if  the  company  is 
Spanish  the  taxation  is  upon  the  total  capital.  The  rate  of  taxation 
is,  I  am  informed,  3  per  cent  of  the  capital  used  in  Spain,  provided 
such  percentage  is  more  than  15  per  cent  of  the  net  profits  of  tbe 
Spanish  branch ;  otherwise,  the  15  per  cent  tax  is  levied. 
KansKer  of  Company  Kay  be  Forelgaer. 

The  law  does  not  require  that  the  manager  of  a  foreign  companiy 
shall  be  a  Spaniard,  and  a  foreigner  may  well  be  install  to  mnot 
the  business. 
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The  rental  of  good  office  quarters  in  a  prominent  thoroughfare 
of  Barcelona  would  probably  be  from  10,000  to  12,000  pesetas  ^1,930 
to  $2,316)  annually;  but  such  quarters,  well  located  and  on  the 
ground  floor,  are  so  scarce  here  that  the  customary  course  for  firms 
desiring  at  all  costs  to  obtain  specific  locations  is  to  pay  the  occu- 
pants a  satisfactory  amount  upon  their  promise  to  vacate  the  prem- 
ises at  once. 

As  a  tourist  center  Madrid  is  a  more  promising  city  than  Bar- 
celona in  which  to  establish  an  agency  for  that  class  of  business; 
but  Barcelona,  a  great  industrial  center  and  commercial  port,  offers 
certain  advantages  for  the  opening  of  a  branch  which  might  serve 
the  business  interests  of  importers  and  exporters. 

The  1914  imports  into  Spain  from  the  United  States  were  valued 
at  $26,549,499  and  exports  to  the  United  States  at  $11,459,680, 
according  to  Spanish  statistics.  The  exports  certified  at  the  various 
American  consular  offices  throughout  Spain  sliow  their  value  to  be 
$19,468^96,  of  which  about  $4,000,000  represents  exports  from  Bar- 
celona and  $5,000,000  the  shipment  of  ores  from  Huelva. 


naus  needed  fob  banana  shocks  in  canabies. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stllos,  Tcnerlffo,  Canary  IxlanOs,  Aug.  24.) 

The  forthcoming  banana  crop  in  the  Canary  Islands  will  call  for 
a  large  supply  of  various  classes  of  nails  tor  the  assembling  of 
shooks.  Conditions  at  this  time  seem  to  favor  American  nails,  wnich 
would  have  a  market  if  manufacturers  would  make  a  serious  effort 
to  get  into  touch  with  the  larger  consumers.  Approximately  $50,000 
worth  is  needed  here  to  care  for  the  packing  of  this  season's  banana 
output. 

It  is  probable  that  c.  i.  f.  terms  a  Canary  port  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  average  purchaser.  Several  large  buyers  have  replied  to  a 
query  from  this  consulate  with  the  statement  that  they  would  like 
to  have  quotations  from  American  firms. 

Supphes  from  England  are  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
Birmingham  prices  have  doubled  since  the  last  big  imports  to  take 
care  of  the  previous  crop.  There  are  no  duties  on  nails,  which  are 
usually  shipped  here  in  50-kilo  (110-pound)  kegs.  There  are,  how- 
ever, ceitain  local  municipal  taxes  ana  landing  expenses  on  this  class 
of  merchandise.  These  expenses  are  invariably  paid  by  the  local 
buyers  and  therefore  need  not  be  taken  into  account  by  American 
exporters. 
Should  Base  Prices  on  Thorovgh  InvestlffatioB  of  Freights. 

As  ocean  freights  from  American  ports  to  these  islands  arc 
especially  variable  and  very  high  at  this  time,  it  is  suggested  that 
firms  thoroughly  investigate  the  freights  involved  before  making 
c.  i.  f.  prices  on  shook  nails.  The  c.  i.  f.  prices,  with  freights  at 
buyers'  risks,  are  perhaps  safer  except  when  an  actual  and  prac- 
tical rate  can  be  quoted  with  definite  date  of  sailing. 

The  sizes  most  needed  at  this  time  are:  Length,  IJ  inches,  gauge 
14  and  13^  length,  1^  inches,  gauge  15;  length,  IJ  inches,  gauge  15; 
length,  1  inch,  gauge  16. 

[A  list  of  buyers  of  banana-shook  nails  in  the  Canary  Islands  may  be  obtaine<t 
from  the  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperntivt 
offlcwi.    Refer  to  flic  No.  80273.] 
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FOBEIQH  TABIF». 
AMQvanaA. 

[Cousul  Oeneral  W.  Henrj  RobecteOD,  BuoiM  Aires,  Joly  ZOl] 
ClMslfloation  of  Woaea't  Velvet  Dresses. 

By  an  executire  decree  of  June  14, 1916,  item  2212  of  the  Argaoitiae 
customs  tariff,  specifying  women's  ready-made  dresses  of  velvet  or 
plush,  trimmed  or  not,  is  made  applicable  only  to  garments  of  silk  at 
silk-mixed  goods.  The  same  articles  if  of  cotton  or  cotton  mixed 
with  wool  are  to  be  regarded  as  articles  not  specified  in  the  tariff. 
dutiable  at  27  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The  new  classification  will  resnlt 
in  a  great  decrease  in  the  duty  on  the  latter,  the  rate  prescribed  undor 
tariff  No.  2212  being  100  pesos  each  ($40.53,  including  surtax). 

A1TSTBALIA. 
[Commonwealth  Gazette,  Mar.  2.] 
Prohibition  on  Certain  Explosives. 

The  importation  into  Australia  of  explosives  containing  more  than 
50  per  cent  of  nitroglycerine  has  been  prohibited,  except  after  the 
consent,  in  writing,  of  the  Minister  of  State  for  Trade  and  Customs 
has  been  obtained. 

[Commonwealtli  Gazette  Uay  4.] 
Prohibition  on  Alcoholic  Essences. 

A  proclamation  dated  May  3,  1916,  prohibits  the  importation  into 
Australia  of  essences  of  whisky,  rum,  brandy,  cognac,  and  oil  of 
cognac,  or  of  any  artificial  aroma  or  essence  which  may  be  used  as  a 
substitute  for  the  foregoing  products. 

(Commonwealth  Gazette,  May  11.] 
Prohibition  on  Oold  Jewelry. 

The  prohibition  on  imports  of  gold  jewelry  has  been  further  modi- 
fied and,  according  to  a  proclamation  dated  May  10, 1916,  no  restric- 
tion is  to  be  placed  on  the  importation  of  such  articles  of  less  thao 
9  carats.  [For  previous  notices  regarding  this  measure,  see  Com- 
merce Reports  for  May  27  and  June  8, 1916,] 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Aug.  10.] 

It  is  now  announced  tliat  the  Minister  for  Trade  and  Customs  is 
willing  to  waive  the  prohibition  on  gold  jewelry  where  proof  is 
furnished  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  High  Clommissioner  in  London 
that  expense  had  been  incurred  on  orders  received  prior  to  Ma^  20, 
1916.  [While  this  notice  apparently  refers  to  orders  of  Britidi 
firms,  it  is  probable  that  a  similar  concession  would  be  allowed  to 
concerns  in  other  countries,  provided  suitable  proof  was  fumi^ed.] 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Aug.  17.1 
Prohibition  on  Soap. 

According  to  telegraphic  information  received  by  the  High  Com- 
missioner in  London  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  a  proclama- 
tion has  been  issued  prohibiting  the  importation  of  soap  into  Aus- 
tralia. [The  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  Aug.  24,  1916,  states 
that  this  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  soap  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdom.] 

EOHSTTBAS. 
[Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Puerto  Cortee,  Aug.  O.J 
Heavy  Customs  Storage  Charges. 

Shippers  of  machinery  and  heavy  articles  in  seneral,  as  wdl  as 
exporters  of  explosives,  petroleum  products,  ana  certain  cfaemicab 
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destined  for  Hondurae,  sJiould  take  into  ooottderation  the  very  heavy, 
storage  charges  prescribed  by  the  Honduran  customs  tariff  in  order  to 
insure  the  prompt  removal  of  such  articles  from  the  custody  of  the 
customhouse.  Thus,  for  goods  shipped  "cash  against  documents," 
where  the  shipper  naturally  hopes  to  protect  himself  by  the  return  of 
tiie  goods  in  the  event  the  consignee  refiises  them,  such  charges  are  very 
burdensome,  if  there  is  delay  in  the  acceptance  of  the  draft  and 
consequently  in  the  clearance  of  goods  through  the  customs. 

The  Honduran  customs  tariff  provides  that  machinery  operated 
by  meclianical  power,  pii>e,  barbed  wire,  sheet  iron  for  roofing, 
petroleum  products,  explosives,  certain  dangerous  chemicals,  and,  in 
general,  all  goods  of  great  bulk  and  weight  are  not  to  enter  the 
customs  warehouse  and  must  be  cleared  within  three  days  after  ar- 
rival. After  that  time  a  storage  charge  of  0.01  peso  per  half  kilo  for 
each  additional  daj'  will  be  collected.  [Peso  (July  1,  1916),  $0.50; 
kilo,  2.2040  pounds.] 

As  a  concrete  example  of  these  charges  thei"e  may  be  mentioned  the 
case  of  a  gasoline  engine,  weighing  2,500  poimds  and  sold  for  $280, 
on  which  a  cash  collection  of  25  per  cent  was  made  before  shipment. 
In  7  days  the  storage  cliarges  on  this  article  equaled  the  cash  advance 
and  in  28  days  exceeded  the  entire  value  of  the  engine. 

It  is  suggested  that  in  making  shipments  of  this  character  Ameri- 
can concerns  arrange  with  the  bank  or  company  undertaking  collec- 
tion of  the  shipper^  draft  for  the  prompt  i-etum  of  the  goods  wheu 
for  any  reason  they  are  not  to  be  claimed  by  the  consignee. 

SEW  ZEALAVJ). 

(New  Zealand  Gaxette,  July  24.1 
Bestrictloas  on  Imports. 

According  to  regulations  published  in  the  New  Zealand  Gazette, 
July  24, 1916,  an  import  license  issued  by  the  Comptroller  of  Customs 
must  be  obtained  before  the  entry  will  be  allowed  of  goods  from  other 
countries  than  the  United  Kingdom,  British  possessions  and  self- 
governing  dominions,  and  the  United  States-  The  object  of  this  re- 
striction is  to  exclude  more  effectually  goods  "  in  whole  or  in  part 
manufactured,  produced,  sold,  consigned  by^  or  procured  from  an 
enemy  or  an  alien  enemy,  or  any  person  having  such  connections  or 
associations  witli  an  enemy  or  alien  enemy  that  the  importation  of 
such  goods  is  contrary  to  tne  public  interest." 

In  this  connection,  it  should  again  be  noted  that  goods  shipped  to 
New  Zealand  by  export  commission  houses  or  forwarding  concerns 
in  this  country  should  be  accompanied  by  a  manufacturer's  invoice, 
in  order  to  establish  conclusively  the  American  origin  of  the  goods. 
[See  Commerce  Reports  for  May  9, 1916.] 

VJLVQVAY. 
[Dlario  OacUI,  3nlj  11.1 
Exemption  of  Nonalcoholic  Beverages. 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  of  a  kind  not  manufactured  within  the 
country  have  been  exempted  from  all  duties  and  surtaxes  upon  impor- 
tation into  Uruguay^  according  to  the  provisions  of  a  law  of  June  7, 
1916.  It  is  also  jprovided  that  no  internal  duty  shall  be  levied  on  suck 
beiverages  and  that  advertising  matter  for  promoting  their  sale  shall 
not  be  aibject  to  municipal  tax.  The  President  is  authorized  to  re- 
impose  the  customs  duties  on  such  beverages  when  factories  for  their 
manufacture  are  established  in  Uruguay. 
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OBIEHIAI  COMMENT  OH  TAADE  OF  THE  FAB  EAST. 

(Extracts  from  Japan  Weekly  Chronicle,  forwarded  by  American  Commercial  Attacbv, 

Peking,  China.] 

Orowins  Xapanese  Interests  at  Harbin. 

The  Japanese  governor  general  of  the  Kwangtung  Leased  Terri- 
tory recently  paid  a  visit  to  Harbin,  giving  special  attention  to  the 
growing  Japanese  settlement  there.  This  community  is  now  thriving, 
and  several  new  commercial  establishments  have  been  opened  during 
the  past  year.  It  contains  flour  and  oil  mills,  sawmills,  breweries, 
and  machine  shops.  The  turning  over  of  a  section  of  the  railroad 
extending  to  the  frontier  of  BuKsian  and  Japanese  interests  estab- 
lished in  1905  to  Japan,  in  connection  with  the  recent  Russo-Japa- 
nese convention,  and  its  operation  by  the  South  Manchuria  Kailway 
Co.,  will  have  a  strong  tendency  to  divert  the  trade  of  Harbin  to  the 
south,  and  will  undoubtedly  increase  the  importance  of  Japanea' 
interests  there.  Municipal  improvements  are  badly  needed  in  Har- 
bin, and  it  seems  not  unlikely  that  Japanese  capital  will  be  found  to 
take  care  of  them. 
Applications  for  Tnngsten  Hines  in  Korea. 

During  April  and  May  there  was  a  boom  in  applications  for  jx?!- 
mission  to  work  tungsten  mines  in  Korea.  More  than  1,000  wen> 
registered  during  those  months,  and  300  more  during  June.  The 
activity  appears  to  have  been  due  to  the  very  high  prices  for  that 
metal  ruling  during  the  first  two  months  mentioned.  Prices  have 
since  fallen,  and  the  number  of  applications  has  decreased.  It  is 
claimed,  however,  tliat  this  indicates  no  lack  of  interest  in  the  mining 
industry  in  Korea  in  general,  as  more  recently  the  deposits  of  iron 
and  gold  have  received  attention.  The  applications  for  tun^oii 
mines  were  largely  from  persons  other  than  professional  mining  men. 

Japanese  capital,  now  that  the  demand  for  war  enterprises  and  for 
industrial  development  in  Japan  proper  seems  to  have  spent  itself 
to  some  extent,  is  being  turned  in  great  measure  to  the  Japanese 
dependencies,  particulany  Korea.  A  large  spinning  company,  and 
another  for  mining  tungsten  are  recent  projects.  The  Korean  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Bank  of  Korea  are  giving  all  the  assistance  ther 
can  to  these  enterprises.  There  is  some  activity  in  Formosa  al«). 
although  the  field  there  is  much  more  fully  occupied. 

Exports  of  Japanese  Superphosphate  Fertilixers. 

There  has  been  a  marked  development  lately  in  the  forei^  markets 
for  Japanese  superphosphate  fertilizers.  An  Osaka  firm  is  reported 
to  have  secured  an  order  for  2,000  tons,  half  for  Russia  and  half  for 
India,  and  further  orders  are  said  to  be  in  sight  from  the  former 
country,  besides  one  for  several  thousand  tons  from  Port  Said.  An 
investigation  is  in  progress  to  see  whether  there  are  sufficient  stocks 
to  meet  the  demand. 
Increased  Porcelain  Frodnctlon— Formosa's  Sugrar  Outpnt. 

Japanese  exports  of  porcelain  increased  by  more  than  110  per  cent 
for  the  first  half  of  the  current  calendar  year,  as  compared  with  tbc 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  In  fact  they  reached  about  the 
same  value  as  the  exports  for  the  12  months  preceding  the  outbreak 
of  war.    The  output  of  the  factories  liaS  about  dotibl*^,  and  roa- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMM££CK  BEFOBTS.  1116 

chinery.is  now  taking  the  place  of  manual  labor  to  a  mack  greater 
extent  than  formerly. 

The  first  estimates  have  been  made  of  the  next  season's  output  of 
Formosan  sugar,  the  total  being  placed  at  5^32,947  piculs,  or  about 
348,776  short  tons.    This  represents  nn  increase  of  about  8^  per  cent 
over  last  season's  yield, 
lacombtutlble  Celluloid — Japaa-CUna  Trade. 

Tokyo  papers  state  that  a  Japanese  professor  has  invented  an  in- 
ccHnbustible  celluloid  which  can  be  made  from  soya-bean  cake,  and  is 
superior  to  all  others  of  the  kind,  in  that  its  cost  is  only  about  20  sea 

}$0.10)  per  pound,  as  compared  with  the  normal  cost  of  $5  and  $6. 
t  is  also  stated  that  a  valuable  lacquer  varnish  is  obtained  as  a 
by-product. 

Japanese  returns  show  that  during  the  first"  half  of  the  current 
calendar  year  Japan's  exports  to  China  amounted  to  $38,500,000,  and 
imports  to  $22,000,000.  The  excess  of  exports  over  imports  was  much 
greater  than  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Japanese 
exports  to  China  are  mainly  to  North  and  Central  China  and  Man- 
churia. 

It  is  i-eported  that  the  managing  body  of  the  Cotton  Yam  Guild 
of  Osaka  has  under  consideration  an  agreement  with  the  spinning 
companies,  whereby  the  latter  would  be  bound  to  dispose  of  their 
product  either  through  the  members  of  the  guild  or  to  certain  ap- 

E roved  consumers.    The  object  is  said  to  be  the  prevention  of  specu- 
Ltive  transactions. 
Shipping  Service  to  America  Seduced. 

The  total  tonnage  of  Japanese  tramp  steamers  on  the  America- 
Vladivostok  service  has  recently  decreased  from  100,000  to  70,000. 
The  boats  are  being  used  on  the  South  China  runs,  where  the  demand 
is  better,  and  on  tlie  routes  to  Singapore,  Saigon,  Java,  and  Australia. 
A  restoration  of  activity  in  the  American  trade  is,  however,  predicted 
for  the  near  future. 

The  Kawasaki  Dockyard  at  Kobe  has  i-eceiyed  an  oi"der  for  a  3,000- 
ton  yacht  for  the  ICing  of  Siam.  The  engines  of  a  small  cruiser, 
which  is  to  be  broken  up,  are  to  be  used  in  the  yacht. 


AMERICAN  SWEET  POTATOES  POS  CANADIAN  MARKET. 

(Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston.  Ontario,  Sept.  13.] 

As  tlie  season  is  at  hand  in  the  United  States  for  harvesting  sweet 
potatoes  would  it  not  be  a  wise  move  on  the  part  of  American 
farmers  to  try  to  secure  direct  Canadian  connections  in  Ontario  and 
Quebec?  Further,  instead  of  consigning  all  potatoes  to  Montreal 
and  Toronto,  why  not  try  other  points — for  instance,  Hamilton, 
Ottawa,  Peterborough,  Kingston,  Cornwall,  Sherbrooke,  Three  Riv- 
ers, and  Quebec? 

I  note  that  the  potatoes  impoiied  at  Quebec  are  what  are  termed 
"  seconds,"  and  during  my  residence  in  ICingston  no  potatoes  of  the 
best  quauty  have  been  offered  for  sale  here.  American  sweet  po- 
tatoes are  retailed  on  the  local  market  at  7  and  8  cents  a  pound. 

[▲  llat  of  Klngstoa  firms  that  handle  Bweet  potatoes  may  be  bad  upon  ni^U* 
catloD  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oommerce  or  its  district  and 
cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  flic  No.  80268.1 
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TEAVELIKO  EXPENSES  ANB  CONDITIONS  IN  PERU. 

Commercial  Attache  William  F.  Montavon,  of  Lima,  had  the  state- 
ment that  appears  below  handed  to  him  by  an  American  business  man 
who  recently  made  the  trip  from  the  Peruvian  capital  to  Iquitos,  an 
important  rubber  center  on  the  Upper  Amazon.  As  the  facts  and 
figures  presented  therein  bring  out  clearly  the  amount  of  time  and 
money  required  and  give  one  an  idea  of  the  traveling  conditions  to 
be  met  with  on  this  journey,  the  schedule  should  be  of  interest  to 
other  American  business  men,  whether  they  plan  to  make  the  trip 
or  not. 

APPBOXIilATE    TIME     A:«D    COST    OF    TBIP    VBOM     LIMA    TO    liJCITOS,    PESU. 

Uma  to  Oroya  (by  train) ;  12  hours,  222  kilometers  (138  miles) ;  cost,  14.50 
soles  Peruvian  currency;  (The  Peruvian  sol  may  be  taken  ns  roughly  equiva- 
lent to  $0.50  United  States  gold. )  Other  expenses — breakfast,  Lima,  1.50  soles ; 
dinner,  3  soles;  supper,  Oroya,  3  soles;  be<l,  «>roya,  2  soles. 

Oroya  to  Tarma  (by  horse)  ;  C  hours,  34  kilometers  (21  miles) ;  cost,  horse. 
3  to  5  soles.  Other  expenses — lunch,  for  trip,  1  sol;  supper,  Tarma,  2  soles; 
bed,  Tarma,  1.60  soles ;  breakfast,  Tarma,  1.00  soles ;  feed  for  horse,  1J20  soles. 

Tarma  to  ilcrccd  (by  horse) ;  14  to  16  hours,  80  kilometers  (50  miles) ; 
cost,  horse,  10  soles.  Other  expenses — dinner,  Huacaplstana  (hotel),  2  soles; 
supper,  Merced,  2.50  soles ;  feed  for  horse,  1.20  soles ;  return  of  horse,  3  soles ; 
breakfast,  Merced,  1.50  soles. 

Merced  to  Yapaz  (by  horse) ;  12  hours,  .TO  kilometers  (31  miles) ;  cost,  willi 
guide,  about  12  soles. 

Yapaz  to  Encnas  (by  horse)  ;  8  hours,  30  kllomotors  (19  miles) ;  cost,  12 
soles. 

Enenaa  to  Porrcnir  (by  horse)  ;  12  hours,  35  kilometers  (22  miles) ;  cost, 
about  24  soles. 

Porvenir  to  San  Nicolas  (by  horse)  ;  8  or  9  hours,  30  kilometers  (19  miles); 
cost,  about  22  s<iles. 

San  Nicolas  to  Puerto  Ycssup  (by  horse)  ;  IG  hours,  60  kilometers  (37 
miles) ;  cost,  about  30  soles. 

Puerto  Ycssup  to  Itermudez  (by  balsa  or  canoe) ;  5  or  6  hours;  cost,  about 
15  soles. 

Bermudez  to  Iquitos  (by  launch)  ;  4  or  5  days;  cost,  about  50  soles. 

Total  of  Items  given,  221.50  soles  Peruvian,  or  about  $110  United  States  sold. 

Clothing  and  Other  E^nipment  Needed. 

To  this  schedule  the  following  notes  were  appended  by  the  Ameri- 
can traveler  referred  to : 

Journeying  easily,  the  trip  will  require  16  or  17  days,  and  one  must  always 
take  into  consideration  the  customs  of  the  people  here  and  be  prepared  to  wait 
over  at  any  one  place  for  a  day,  or  possibly  several  days,  as  the  horses  asked 
for  and  the  guides  are  liable  not  to  show  up  at  the  time  agreed  upon.  It  would 
Ihus  l>e  a  safer  calculation  to  say  20  days,  or  even  25  days,  to  be  absolutely 
certain. 

Arrangements  would  have  to  be  made  with  some  one  to  send  notice  by  tht> 
mall  runner  at  least  a  week  or  two  ahead,  so  as  to  have  horses  and  guides 
ready  at  the  different  points  of  the  trip.  One  must  also  plan  to  arrive  at  the 
river  before  the  sailing  of  the  launch,  so  as  not  to  have  to  await  Its  return 
from  Iquitos,  as  that  would  mean  a  delay  of  10  days  or  more. 

The  dry  season  for  the  trip  Is  from  June  1  to  about  October  20.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  year  the  journey  will  take  more  time,  owing  to  bad  trails. 

The  clothing  neede<l  would  comprise  four  suits  of  medium  woolen  underwear, 
one  riding  suit,  one  business  suit,  four  woolen  (light)  shirts,  six  pairs  socks, 
one  extra  pair  of  slioes,  one  pair  leggings,  two  pairs  gauntlet  gloves,  one  extra 
cap  or  hat,  two  good  blankets,  one  good  poncho,  one  good  raincoat  or  sUiiLar, 
and  an  oiled-canvas  roll  to  pack  same  In  and  keep  clothes  clean. 

It  would  also  be  a  wise  plan  to  take  along  a  small  frying  pan,  small  kettie, 
stewpan,  knife,  fork,  spoons,  hatchet,  and  a  fair-sized  alcohol  lamp  for  co<*- 
Ing,  as  rum  can  bo  had  at  nearly  all  places  and  kerosene  Is  hard  to  get 
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The  total  above  shown  amounts  as  stated,  to  22L50  aciea,  but  it  woald  Im  wise 
to  add  another  80  soles  for  safety's  sake,  making  a  total  of  about  300  soles 
((150)  for  the  trip.  Of  course,  anyone  who  had  been  over  the  line  and  knew 
people  could  moke  the  trip  at  a  somewhat  less  cost 


GLASS  BROKEN  AS  BESTTLT  OF  FAULTY  PACEINO. 

(Conaol  LucScn  Memmlnger,  Madras,  India,  Atig.  11.1 

An  instance  of  faulty  packing  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of 
the  Madras  consulate  by  a  local  commission  agent  who  recently  re- 
ceived from  New  York,  on  behalf  of  an  East  Indian  merchant,  200 
cases  of  window  gloss,  the  contents  of  which  were  ail  badly  broken 
when  delivered  here.  The  coses  were  not  divided  into  compartments 
and  did  not  contain  sufficient  straw  to  keep  the  panes  of  glass  se- 
curely in  place.  The  boxes  were  apparently  stroi^  enough,  though 
they  would  doubtless  have  been  improved  by  battens  on  the  outside. 
The  omission  of  interior  strips  dividing  the  boxes  into  compartm^its 
was  the  most  serious  feature,  as  previous  consignments  received  from 
America  in  boxes  containing  compartments  and  packed  with  plenty 
of  straw  hod  arrived  intact. 

The  condition  in  which  the  glass  arrived  was  not  only  a  great  dis- 
appointment to  the  local  merchant,  but  also  represents  a  considerable 
loss  to  him  unless  the  agent  is  able  to  obtain  a  refund.  The  type  of 
packing  w^as  not  guaranteed  in  advance,  but  the  purchaser  had  asked 
that  the  cases  be  made  with  three  ctnnpai'tments  and  with  outside 
battens.  The  fact  that  previous  consignments  from  America  had 
been  received  properly  packed  encouraged  the  local  buyers  to  believe 
that  they  could  count  on  this  feature  being  properly  attended  to. 
The  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  shipper  or  manufacturer  in  this 
instance  caused  an  unfortunate  impression  locally,  as  the  merchant 
concerned  has  an  extensive  bazaar  trade,  and  the  fact  that  the  ship- 
ment was  badly  packed  came  to  the  attention  of  a  number  of  people. 

Each  of  the  cases  contained  100  square  feet  of  glass,  most  of  the 

fanes  being  12  inches  by  14  inches.  The  glass  is  mainly  used  by 
ndian  merchants  for  making  mirrors,  which  have  a  large  sale  in  the 
bazaars.  The  glass  received  in  the  recent  consi^ment  was  broken 
into  such  small  pieces  that  practically  none  of  it  can  be  used  for 
mirrors  or  for  window  panes. 


FSOFOSED  mPBOVEHENTS  AT  BTTSSIAH  FOBT. 

inrltiKli  (Uorernment)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Sept.  8.] 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Theodosia,  on  the  Black  Sea,  reports 
that  the  port  authorities  are  doing  their  utmost  to  improve  the  har- 
bor. It  has  practically  been  decided  to  lay  down  new  railway  lines 
on  the  quay  and  erect  four  movable  cranes.  As  soon  as  the  war  is 
over  it  is  cxpectetl  that  Theodosia  will  have  facilities  for  discharging 
all  kinds  of  goods,  particularly  coal  from  the  United  Eangdonu  It  is 
also  proposed  to  have  a  floating  crane  with  a  lifting  capacity  of  60 
tons  permanently  in  the  port. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during  July, 
valued  at  $15,919,738,  those  to  the  port  of  Durban  amounted  te 
$6,527,280  and  to  Cape  Town  $4,153,729. 
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AKEBICAN  CONSULAB  OITICEBS  OH  LEAVii  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  wiU  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira' 
Uonot 
vanue. 


Address. 


Jewell,  John  F 

Boieltlne,  Rcss 

Imbag,  James  Oliver ... . 

Leonard,  Walter  A 

Osborne,  John  Ball 

Pike,  William  J 

ArmstrooK,  J<dm  8 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson. 

Hasterson,  wnilam  W.a. 
Oiacey,  Wilbur  T.ii 


Chefoo,  China 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

St.  Gall,  Switierlaud.. 

Bristol,  England 

Puerto     Plata,     Do- 
minican Republic. 
Dm-han.Sonto  Atrlca 
Seville,  Spain 


Oct.     1 

...do 

Sept.  30 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    1 


Oct.     1 

Sept.  30 
Oct.  30 


Galena,  ni. 

Department  of  State,  Was  hineton,  D.  C. 

C/o  University  aab,  Kansas  City  lio, 

Esssx  lows 

Depar'tment'of  State.  Wasblngteo,  D.  C. 

Da 
1200  Eutaw  Place,  Baltimore.  Hd. 
C/o  Hallowell  &  Henry,  27  Pine  Street. 
New  York  City. 

Department  oi  SUte,  Washlngtcd.  T>.  C. 


*  Consul  Masterson  informs  the  Bureau  that  he  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  26 
to  30,  during  which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  Interested  In  South  Afrlcio 
commercial  matters.  Communications  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  officr. 
Boom  400,  Customhouse,  New  York  City. 

*  Consul  Gracey  will  be  Riad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  eastcn 
cities  Interested  in  the  Spanish  trade  during  his  visit  in  the  United  States. 


CATTLE  CENSUS  IN  FBANCE. 

[Consul  J.  E.  Jones,  Lyon,  Sept.  2.] 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  published  in  tlie  Journal  Officiel  of 
July  21,  1916,  the  results  of  the  latest  cattle  census  of  France,  up  to 
the  end  of  June,  1916.  Figures  are  also  given  for  the  close  of  1915. 
as  follows: 


Animals. 

Dec.  31, 
1915. 

'STo.'' 

Animals. 

Dee.  31, 
191Si 

July  I, 

Mlf. 

EQOIME. 

Animals  under  3  years 

Animals  3  years  and  ever. . 

Bead. 
677,303 
1,678.921 

Bead. 

614, 1S5 
1,703,020 

Bams  I  yearandovtr 

Ewe.-1  year  and  over 

Sheep  1  year  and  over 

Lamtn   and  ewe  bunbs 

Bead. 

230.008 
7,407,127 
1,503,586 

3,232.404 

Bml. 
aftM 

7,143.685 
l,4U,ai 

Total 

2,150,224 
143,661 
324,250 

2,317,205 
102,900 
310,659 

Uules 

3,3U,S5 

Total 

13,379,124 

12  079.211 

Bovra*. 
Bulb 

220.835 
1,394,205 
6,206,035 
2,555,405 
2,077.934 

221,300 
1,321.887 
6,337,799 
2.078,837 
2,104,123 

roEcnnt. 
Boars 

29,665 

608.044 

1,835,915 

3,353,166 

■ 

Oxen 

V7,W 

Sows 

en.6i 

Calves  1  year  and  over 

Calves  under  1  year 

Pigs  over  0  mcmths 

Pigs  under  6  months 

Total 

1,S17.4» 
3,44l,«t 

Total     ..           

12,614,414 

12,723,946 

4,916,780 

4,4«.W 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAIT  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMUEBCS- 


DISTBICr  OFIICES. 
NEW  KIBK:  Boom  400,  Cntdomkomc. 
BOSTON:  1801  Caatomfcoaae. 
CHICIOO:  504  Federal  Bulldinf. 
ST.  L0VI8:  403  Third  NaUoaal  Bank  Balldlag. 
ATLAKTA:  621  Pott  Offlea  Billdlag. 
NEW  0KLEAN8:  1030  Hlberala  Baak  Balldlag. 
BA.N  FBiKCISCO:  t07  Cutomboase. 
8BATTLE:  848  Beory  Balldlag. 


COOPEBITITB  OFnCEi. 
CLETELiKB:  Chaaker  at  Cmumkc. 
CKCIllXiTI:  Chaafeer  at  CoBBCite. 
aNCLNXATI:  C  H.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Oa. 
LOS  ANOELES:  CkeBker  of  CsauMtee. 
PBILAIffiLPHLk:  Chamber  of  CeaaeKe. 
CHATTAROOCa:  SoiU  Aaerlcaa  Ageat,  SMtt- 

em  By.  to. 
POBTLAKV,  OBEA:  Cfcaaher  of  tmumttn. 
DiTTOXt  Creater  Daytaa  AnaelittoB. 
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FOfiEIOH  TBADE  OnOBTUHITIES. 

Reserved  nddreeses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  ond  its  district  ofltm.  Request 
tor  eacb  opportunity  sbonJd  b«  on  n  sepnrntc  sbect  and  state  oppertnnftr  number. 
The  Bvremn  does  not  turnlab  credit  rntlngs  or  assume  responslblntjr  as  to  the  stundiUK 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usnal  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  caaeH. 

Tubes  and  rulvc*.  No.  22480. — An  AmerlcaD  consular  officci-  in  Siiaiii  wrll(<s  (Imt 
a  firm  in  Ills  district  deeiree  to  import  iron  and  st<>el  tubes  and  valves. 
C!orresi»ondence  In  Engllsli.    Keferences. 

Mica,  fluorspar,  and  antimony.  No.  22481. — The  Barcuu  is  In  receipt  of  n  leller 
from  a  Ixisliiess  man  In  Mexico  who  wishes  to  find  a  market  in  tlie  Unitc<l 
States  for  lulca,  fluospar,  and  antimony. 

flcncral  reprcsaitation.  No.  22482. — An  American  consular  ofli«>r  in  Brazil 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  man  In  his  district  wlio  wlsiiesi  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  He  <loes  not  specify  any 
particular  line. 

SMphuilding  material.  No.  22483. — An  American  consular  offlcer  in  an  insular 
possession  rciiorts  that  a  S80-ton  schooner  Is  now  in  course  of  construction 
and  that  sliiphuildnig  material  and  machinery  Is  needed.  Additional  infor- 
mation as  to  tlie  materials  needed  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Itnrenu 
or  its  district  ofllces. 

Shocks,  No.  22484. — A  shipping  and  trading  company  tu  Canada  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  get  In  Immediate  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  apple-box  sliooks.  Detailed  in- 
formation as  to  dimen.sion.s,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices. 

Itrass  tubes.  No.  22485. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Argentina  writes  that 
a  manufacturer's  agent  in  his  district  has  a  client  who  is  In  the  marlcet 
each  month  for  large  quantities  of  brass  tubes  of  varying  sizes  and  thick- 
nesses. Further  Information  as  to  sizes,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices,  where  samples  of  the  tubes  may  also  bo 
examined.  (Refer  to  file  No.  79517.)  Correspondence  in  Kugllsli.  Ref- 
erence. 

:\Cachinery,  No.  22486. — ^A  man  in  Australia  informs  an  American  consular  of- 
ficer that  he  desires  to  receive  full  particulars  from  American  manufactur- 
ers of  machinery,  etc.,  for  the  manufacture  of  fly  paper  of  the  style  known 
as  tanglefoot     Reference. 

Office  furniture,  No.  22487. — ^Tlio  Commercial  Attaclie  of  tlie  Department  of 
Commerce  In  the  Netherlands  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firin 
in  that  country  which  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  steel  filing  cabinets,  etc.  The  firm  has  agencies 
in  some  of  the  principal  cities  of  tlie  Netherlands.  It  desires  to  receive 
catalogues  and  full  information  relative  to  various  filing  devices.  The 
firm  expects  to  send  a  representative  to  the  United  States  to  complete 
arrangements  with  Interested  American  manufacturers. 

Enameltoare,  linicarc,  glassware,  etc..  No.  22488. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Canada  writes  that  a  man  in  his  district  wishes  quotations  on 
enamel,  tin,  and  glass  ware;  novelties;  new  lines  of  dry  goods  and 
accessories;  stationery,  and  otlicr  Iow-price<I  goods  usually  kept  in  a 
variety  store. 

Af/ricultural  maehinerv.  No.  22488. — A  Norwegian  importer  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  offlcer  that  he  wishes  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery  of  nil  kind.s.  The  firm 
wants  to  hear  only  from  manufacturers  who  are  prepared  to  give  the 
exclusive  agency  for  Russia,  and  possibly  Scandinavia.  Catalogues,  price 
Usts,  and  f.  o.  b.  quotations  are  desired.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Eng- 
lish.   Reference. 

BeaHS,  cutch,  etc..  No.  22400. — An  American  consular  offlcer  in  India  writes 
that  two  firms  desire  to  be  put  in  touch  with  American  importers  of 
white  beans,  catch,  and  other  products  of  Burma. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOB  GOVEBNMENT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTBUCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  wltb  tbe  offices  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be 'per- 
formed. In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  tbej 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  ot  such  offices  to  receive  notices  cailing  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

fiurgical  supplies.  No.  .3012. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  Unlte<l  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
Octol)er  3,  191C,  for  furnisliing  and  delivering  at  wareliouse  "  D,"  transport 
doclc.  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  one  electrolysis  set,  electro  magnet, 
tissue  forceps,  and  tonsillotome.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  ap- 
plication to  tlie  Medical  Supply  Depot. 

Post  Office  construction,  No.  3613. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receivetl  at  the 
Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington. 
D.  C,  until  October  30,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  post  office  at 
Burlington,  N.  O.  Drawings  and  si)ecificatlons  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  above-named  ofllee. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3614. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purcliasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal.  Wa.shing- 
ton,  D.  C,  until  October  S,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port),  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa. 
Canal  Zone)  (Paciflc  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  air  compressor,  steel 
office  furniture,  office  chairs,  chain,  wire  netting,  brake  beams,  fusible 
plugs,  rivets,  screws,  grommets,  hammers,  dies,  drills,  bits,  rasps,  saw 
blades,  caii)enters'  clamps,  marine  lights,  plate  glass,  butcher's  saws,  paper, 
paper  cups,  etc.     (Circular  1081), 

Creosoting  piles.  No.  3015. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Ll{^ithou.se 
Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furulshiug  250  creosotetl  square-sawn  piles. 
Further  Information  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Vctcrinarp  supplies.  No.  3616. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Deiwt,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
September  27,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "  D," 
transport  dock.  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  powdere<l  chlnosol, 
"  Coro-Noleum,"  creolln,  hoof  knives,  chloride  of  lime,  and  hoof  testers. 
Specifications  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  Medical  Supply  Depot 

Aeroplane  hangars,  No.  3617. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oflSce 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  6,  1910,  for  furnishing  portable  aeroplane  hangars.  Drawings 
and  specifications  may  be  had  .on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
(Refer  to  Proposal  No.  8.72.) 

Construction  tcork.  No.  3618. — Scaled  proiKi.sals  will  be  recelvetl  at  the  offloc 
of  the  Sujiorvlslng  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  10,  1916,  for  library  stack,  glass  floors,  etc..  In  the  Interior 
Department  oflico  buildin}:  at  WnsliliiBloii,  D.  C.  Drawings  and  specifica- 
tions may  iw  had  on  :ii)pll('at!oii  to  ilio  iilKive-named  office. 

Keating  si/ntrm.  No.  SOU). — Sciikil  proiHisalK  will  be  receivetl  by  the  lighthouse 
Iiisi>et'tor,  Tonipkln.svillc,  .\.  Y.,  until  October  4,  1916,  for  Installing  a  steam- 
hentiiig  system  In  north  and  south  office  building,  (Seaeral  Lighthouse  Depot. 
Tompkiusvllle,  .N.  V.  Further  information  may  be  had  ou  application  to 
the  above-named  ofBcer. 

Potatoes,  No.  3620. — Sealotl  proiHjsuls  will  lie  rocolved  at  the  office  of  the  quar- 
termaster, United  States  Army,  308  (iiuiilx'l  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
until  September  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  5,000  pounds  of 
fresh  iwtatoes. 

Veiietahles,  etc..  No.  3021. — Sealed  propo.sals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
tlic  quartermaster,  United  States  Array,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  Cit.v, 
Mo.,  until  October  5,  1910,  for  furnLsliing  and  delivering  00,000  pounds  of 
beans,  18,000  pounds  of  fresh  potatoes,  4,500  pounds  of  onions,  300  pouiiUs 
of  oleomargarine,  300  pounds  of  butter,  1,000  pounds  of  bacon,  2,400  pounds 
of  prints  sales  butter,  600  pounds  of  cIuh'sc,  SOO  jwunds  of  ham,  and  lOi) 
l)ounds  of  compres.'sp<l  yeast. 

>v.vsiiim:hi\  :  i:i>\  i;riNJii:NT  pni.XTlXG  office:  hi* 
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SECOND  NATIONAL  EXPOSITION  OF  CHEMICAI  INDUSTBIES. 

[Commercial  Aecnt  Thomas  U.  Norton.] 

The  First  National  Exposition  of  Chemical  Industries,  held  at  tlie 
Grand  Central  Palace,  New  York  City,  September  20  to  25, 1915,  was 
n  distinctly  notable  event  in  the  evolution  of  American  industrial 
life.  Expositions  of  this  branch  in  other  countries  have  been  of  the 
greatest  value  in  developing  a  solidarity  of  interests  among  chemical 
manufacturers,  in  bringing  them  more  closely  in  touch  with  pro- 
ducers of  raw  materials,  with  novel  devices  and  perfected  methods, 
with  designers  of  improved  mechanical  accessories,  and  finally  with 
the  consumers  of  finished  products.  Such  occasions  have  been  stimu- 
lating, suggestive,  and  inspiring;  showing  where  national  resources 
have  been  neglected,  where  the  needs  of  domestic  consumption  have 
been  overlooked  or  only  inadequately  met,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  difficulties  and  obstacles,  phj-sical,  teclinical,  or  commercial, 
have  been  vaaquished  by  the  intelligent  application  of  scientific  fact 
and  theory,  or  by  the  happy  combination  of  pluck,  daring,  and 
skillful  ndaptation. 

This  first  gathering  of  our  coimtry's  technical  chemists  for  a  com- 
prehensive presentation  of  .their  achievements  in  meeting  the  Na- 
tion's demands  for  an  enormous  variety  of  products,  that  fall  ordi- 
narily into  the  category  of  chemicals,  was  unquestionably  liighly  edu- 
cative. It  showed  marvelous  accomplishment  in  certain  fields:  in 
others  it  revealed  a  lack  of  enterprise  in  utilizing  effectively  and  fully 
the  magnificent  treasures  of  our  mines,  forests,  fields,  ami  streams. 

The  Second  National  Exposition,  to  be  held  at  the  same  place  dur- 
ing the  week  beginning  September  25,  promises  to  be  equally  note- 
worthy. The  nimiber  of  exhibitors  is  tripled.  Over  50,000  visited 
tlie  exposition  of  1915.  An  attendance  ranging  from  100.000  to 
200,000  is  confidently  expected  during  the  coming  week. 

Exp«iui«n  of  ClieiBioal  Tecksology. 

No  branch  in  the  cycle  of  American  industries  has  presented  such 
a  marvelous  rate  of  expansion  during  the  past  two  years  as  chem- 
ical technology.  The  degree  to  which  this  Nation  was  dependent 
n^n  foreign  sources  for  the  jgreater  part  of  its  chemicals,  drugs, 
and  dyes  was  revealed  to  us  in  a  brusque,  uncomfortable  manner, 
sis  the  rapid  -  succession  of  embargoes  consequent  upon  the  great 
£urbpean  o<Hlflict  suddenly  threatened  a  multitude  of  manufacturing 
n(M3*-M  1121 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1122.  COMMEBCE  BBPOBTB.    . 

activities,  dependent  utxm  regular  supplies  of  certain  chemieals,  witli 
dislocation  or  paralysia. 

The  coming  exposition  will  be  a  barometer,  as  it  were,  diowing  ia 
a  nrid.  picturet^que  way  the  wonderful  pn^iess  aiul  adaptataoa 
r-liaractenstic  of  the««  past  few  months,  how  American  oiterprise, 
skill,  science,  and  capital  have  united  to  lay  broad  and  de^  tiw 
foundations  of  a  comprehensive  and  self-c(Mitained  national  chem- 
ical indiistr}'.  While  the  genius  and  energy'  of  European  chemists 
have  been  concentrated  upon  means  and  methods  of  destroying  life 
and  annihilating  armed  power,  American  chemists  have  been  equally 
active  in  synthetic,  constructive  fields,  swiftly  evolving,  one  after 
another,  various  branches  of  industrial  eff<H-t  destined  to  emancipate 
us  from  a  foreign  commercial  yoke. 
Interesttag:  ExhlMto  at  the  Xxpositlon. 

Among  the  many  interesting  features  illustrative  of  this  evolution 
will  be  such  exhibits  as  the  following:  The  barium  indu£Ary,  now 
utilizing  to  the  fullest  extent  the  boundless  dcnnestic  deposits  of 
barytes;  the  contact  sulphuric  acid  process,  now  unsurpassed  in 
volume  and  perfection  of  method:  chemical  glassware  and  porcelain, 
egual  to  the  finest  products  of  Germanv;  bleaching  powder  of  the 
bluest  grade,  of  which,  two  years  ago,  but  one-quarter  of  the  coun- 
try's needs  was  of  domestic  origin;  the  numerous  sodium  com- 
pounds, sudi  as  the  ferrocyanide  and  the  chlorate,  now  effectively 
and  satisfactorily  replacing  the  corresponding  potassium  salts,  for- 
merly imported  in  such  quantities:  a  large  group  of  medicinal  chem- 
icals hitherto  secured  exclusively  from  across  the  Atlantic,  etc 

There  will  be  instructive  exhibits  showing  how  American 
ingenuity  is  seeking  to  solve  the  nitrogen  problem,  and  free  ns 
from  further  dependence  upon  Chile's  swiftly  vanishing  stock  of 
nitrate. 

There  will  likewise  be  exhibits  revealing  the  ways  in  which  our 
potash  problem  also  is  being  worked  out — slowly,  but  surely.  The 
great  feldspar  deposits  in  many  sections  of  the  land,  the  vast  supply 
of  alunite  in  Utah*,  the  waste  gases  of  cement  works  and  iron  fur- 
naces, all  are  contributing  t9  the  insistent  appeal  of  American 
agriculture  and  industry  for  the  customary  rations  of  potash.  Most 
im]>ortant  of  all  is  the  intelligent  exploitation  of  the  kelp  al(Mig 
our  Pacific  littoral.  Ordinarily  we  have  imported  annuafiy  over 
1,000,000  tons  of  potash  salts  from  Europe.  We  have  neglected  the 
enormous  supply  of  potash  which  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  offer  us, 
involving  no  other  outlay  than  that  of  harvesting  a  crop  worth 
annually  $90,000,000  for  its  potash  content,  but  containing  m  addi- 
tion combined  nitrogen^  suitable  for  fertilizer  purposes,  valued  at 
$60,000,000. 
Development  of  the  Coal-Tar  Chemical  and  Other  Industries. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  Exposition  will  be  found  in  its 
revelation  of  the  astonishing  rapidity  with  which  an  American  coal- 
tar  chemical  industry  is  being  created.  Formerly  most  of  the  coal- 
tar,  benzol,  and  ammonia,  liberated  hj  our  by-product  coke  ovens, 
was  allowed  to  go  to  waste.    Now  it  is  all  recovered. 

There  has  been  an  almost  muEiiroomlike  growth  of  the  industries 
producing  dyestuffs,  explosives,  photographic  chemicals^  and  syn- 
thetic medicinals,  flavors  and  perfumes  from  prosaic  coahtar.  And 
yet  there  is  little  of  the  mushrooin  about  the  spacious  factories  and 
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jungles  of  machinery  ■which  have  so  swiftly  appeared  upon  the 
scene.  They  are  substantial,  permanent  assets  in  our  industrial 
arsenal. 

Two  years  ago  a  single  firm  made  aniline  on  a  small  scale, 
while  six  companies  produced"  artificial  dyestuffs  froin  intermediates 
imported  from  Europe. 

Today  18  compames  are  manufacturing  synthetic  carbolic  acid, 
and  over  40  are  producing  aniline  and  other  intermediates.  Over 
30  companies  are  making  coal-tar  dyes.  The  total  number  of  opera- 
tives in  this  branch  two  years  ago  was  400;  now  single  establish- 
ments employ  1,000  workmen.  In  1914  we  made  one-tenth  of  the 
synthetic  colors  consumed  iu  the  United  States  by  "assembling" 
foreign  semimanufactured,  material.  Today  we  produce  three- 
quarters  of  the  amount  of  artificial  colors  normally  required  bjr  our 
textile,  paper,  and  other  industries,  and  every  pound  is  made  from 
American  coal  tar  I  The  production  is  largeiV  concentrated  upon  a 
few  staple  colors,  used  in  great  amounts.  The  variety  of  shades 
available  is,  however,  being  rapidly  increased.  A  few  years  will 
see  the  American  industry  able  to  supply  the  great  bulk  of  the 
domestic  demand  both  in  quantity  and  in  variety. 

Most  of  the  new  companies  engaged  in  building  up  the  American 
coal-tar  chemical  industry  display  their  products  in  the  Exposition. 

Oovernmental  Assistanoe  to  Chemical  Industries. 

The  National  Government  early  recognized  the  importance  of  fur- 
thering in  every  possible  way  the  evolution  of  a  chemical  industiy. 
This  has  found  concrete  expression  in  a  number  of  bureau  organiza- 
tions. The  chief  instrumentalities  in  this  connection  are  the  Bureau 
of  Mines  and  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior;  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  the  Forest  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry,  and 
the  Bureau  of  Soils,  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture;  and  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  and  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  of  the  Department  of  Commerce.  Of  the 
bureaus  in  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  Bureau  of  Standards 
has  for  its  main  purpose  the  standardization  of  the  mechanical  acces- 
sories, the  processes,  and  the  products  of  these  industries;  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  brings  the  producer  of  raw  mn  - 
terials  into  touch  with  the  manufacturer,  and  the  latter  into  relations 
with  the  consumer,  through  its  studies  of  markets  and  trade  oppor- 
timities  at  home  and  abroad;  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  is  the 
national  bookkeeper  of  the  industries. 

Exhibits  hy  Oovemmeat  Bureau. 

Varied  and  extensive  exhibits  were  made  by  the  different  govern- 
mental bureaus  at  the  exposition  of  1915.  They  were  emmently 
interesting  and  instructive,  and  were  regarded,  in  fact,  as  the  leading 
feature  of  the  exposition.  They  were  grouped  together,  and  the 
graieral  effect  was  very  striking.  So  large,  however,  was  the  con- 
course ot  visitors  clustered  about  that  particular  section  of  the 
exposition  that  it  has  been  found  advisable  this  year  to  locate  the 
separate .  exhibits  of  the  various  bureaus  at  different  parte  of  the 
bmlding. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Biu^au  of  Mines  includes  an  imposing  display 
of  the  means  employed  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  miner.    The  gen- 
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eral  public  will  probably  gather  in  throhgs^  its  was  the  case  ia  1911, 
to  witness  the  exposS  of  the  f  asdnating  prooees,  devised  by  Dr.  Ktt- 
man',  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  for  transfomune  almodk 
wortlilees  petroleum  residues,  at  will^  into  volatile  gasoline  ror  motw 
engines,  or  into  benzol  and  toluol,  now  employed  on  so  vast  a  aak 
for  tlie  manufacture  of  high  explosives  and  dyestuffs.  Other  ex- 
hibits illustrate  the  work  of  the  bureau  in  producing  the  rare  metal 
radium  from  American  camotite,  at  a  cost  far  below  that  required 
by  currrat  methods  of  preparation  in  Austria  and  France,  in  stndj- 
ing  the  technology  of  petroleum,  and  in  investigating  the  clays  of 
the  South. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Bureau  of  tiie  Census  comprises  a  complete  set 
of  the  publications  and  bulletins  portraying,  at  quinquennial  periods, 
the  status  and  condition  of  the  various  chemical  industries,  ana 
numerous  charts  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  individual  chemical 
industries. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards  is  the  most  complete  and 
extensive  of  any  of  the  departmental  agencies.  It  illustrates  in  detail 
the  varied  activities  of  the  bureau  in  standardizing  methods  and 
accessories  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel,  nonferrous  metals, 
cement  and  concrete,  lime  and  plaster,  ceramics  and  glass,  bituminons 
materials,  paint  and  vami^,  mineral  oil^  gas,  textiles,  paper,  ink, 
rubber,  sugar,  refrigeration,  electrochemical  industries,  and  laiwra- 
tories  in  general.  Many  types  of  apparatus  will  also  be  showii,  such 
asL  thermjojneters,  pyrometers,  volumetric  apparatus,  calorimeters, 
saccharimeters,  gas  and  water  meters,  etc.  Samples  of  various  ma- 
terials and  illustrative  methods  of  testing,  calibration,  and  purifica- 
tion form  prominent  features.  A  large  chart  portra3rs  graphicallj 
the  temperatures  involved  in  numerous  industrial  operntions.  The 
details  of  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  magnificent  new 
chemistry  building  of  the  Bureau,  now  approaching  completion,  are 
illustrated  by  numerous  photographs  and  blue  prints.. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dom^tic  (>)mmen» 
shows  the  chemical  ti-ade  the  highly  perfected  methods  for  collecting, 
filing,  and  communicating  trade  information.  ^Vn  official  will  be  in 
constant  attendance,  explaining  to  all  visitors  the  many  facilities 
offered  by  the  mechanism  of  the  Bureau  for  bringing  to  the  attention 
of  chemical  manufacturers  the  opportunities  for  extending  their  trade 
to  all  quarters  of  the  world,  and  for  securing  such  informatimi  frran 
foreign  lands  us  may  be  helpful  in  improving  and  expanding  their 
respective  branches.  There  is  a  complete  exhmit  of  the  many  publi- 
cations of -the  Bureau,  which  record  the  statistics  of  our  domestic  and 
foreign  trade,  or  present  in  full  detail  the  data  desired  by  all  branches 
of  industry  and  commerce  on  foreign  markets  and  etmditions. 
Valne  of  Btireau  Fnblieations. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  devoted  spe- 
cial  attention  to  monographs  upon  chemical  subjects.  Among  tt«e 
are  reports  on  "The  ITtilization  of  Atmospheric  Nitrogen,''  'Tne 
Chemical  Industries  of  Belgitim,  Holland,  Norwwy,  and  SwedM, 
"Cottonseed  Products,"  "Dyestuffs  for  American  Textile  and  othar 
Industries,"  "Foreign  Trade  in  Denatured  Alcohol,"  "Foreign  Trade 
in  Paints  and  Varnishes,"  "Foreign  Salt  Market  and  Indnstty, 
"South  American  Market  for  Soap,"  "Some  "Aspects  of  the  Iron  am 
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Steel  Industry  in  Europe,"  "The  Sugar  Industry  "  "The  Pottery  In- 
dustry," "Pot«h  Production  in  California  and  Potash  from  Kelp," 
"The  Dyestuff  Situation  in  the  United  States/'  "Artificial  Dyestuffs 
used  in  the  United  States,"  etc.  Its  latest  publication  is  an  exhaustive 
"census"  of  colors,  entitled  "Artificial  Dyestuffs  used  in  the  United 
States;  Quantity  and  Value  of  Foreign  imports  and  Domestic  Pro- 
duction during  the  Fiscal  Year  1913-14." 

The  utility  of  the  daily  Commerce  Reports  to  the  manufacturing 
chemist,  the  dealer  in  his  products,  or  the  exporter  of  chemicals,  has 
not  yet  been  fully  appreaated  by  this  brandh  of  industry.  Almost 
every  issue  contains  something  of  value  in  this  line. 

The  Journal  of  Industrial  and  Engineering  Chemistry,  published 
by  the  American  Chemical  Society,  furnishes  in  its  monthly  issues  a 
summary  of  the  articles  of  Importance  to  the  chemist,  which  appeared 
during  the  month  previous  in  Commerce  Repori"8.  The  following 
taken  at  random  from  one  of  the  numbers  of  the  past  year  presents 
a  fair  record  of  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  information  in  this 
special  field,  cleaned  in  the  course  of  a  single  week  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  oy  Government  representatives,  and  promptly  placed 
at  the  service  of  the  American  chemical  industry : 

Conditions  in  the  Swedish  Iron  Industry  Jiave  Improved. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  establish  a  cyanide  factory  in  Russia  for  the 
benefit  of  the  gold-mi  nlnR  industry. 

A  new  gns  plant  is  to  be  erecte<l  in  Ck>lon,  from  which  the  gas  will  also  be 
piped  to  the  city  of  Pnnanin. 

The  price  of  gas  from  the  municipal  plant  of  Nottingham,  England,  ranges 
from  36  to  60  cents  per  1,000  cubic  feet  A  marked  increase  in  the  conBumiH 
llon  of  gas  for  Industrial  jiurposes  is  noted.  A  chemical  worlcs  is  maintained 
for  the  recovery  of  the  by-products. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  promote  the  cultivation  In  Florida  of  the  Chinese 
wood  oil  tree  {Aleuritcs  cordata),  from  the  nut  of  which  the  Chinese  wood  oil 
is  extracted.  The  United  States  imports  annually  6.000,000  gallons  of  this 
oil,  valued  at  $2,000,000 ;  It  Is  used  in  the  varnish  industry. 

The  annual  production  of  paper  In  the  United  States  is  over  $300,000,000, 
as  given  in  a  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  upon 
"Tlie  Paper  and  Stationery  Trade  of  the  World."  Annual  exports  were  only 
$21,000,000,  but  are  increasing. 

The  rubber  production  of  the  estates  in  the  Malay  States  Is  Increasing.  The 
average  yield  per  acre  is  from  800  to  S50  pounds. 

The  consumption  of  American  cottonseed  oil  In  the  Netherlands  is  Increasing, 
due  to  the  shortage  of  copra  oil,  palm-kernel  oil,  neutral  lard,  oleo  oil,  etc. 

Recent  rulings  of  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  Include  the  following 
regarding  transportation  on  passenger  vessels :  Thermit  may  be  shipped  in  tight 
metnl  containers.  Fuming  sulfuric  add  may  be  shipped  In  separately  packed 
containers  of  not  over  5  pounds  each,  or  in  l-poand  bottles  packed  with  other 
chemicals,  except  chlorates,  etc. 

Norway's  supply  of  mtlle  Is  Insuffldent  to  meet  an  increased  demnnd  in 
Europe,  so  that  efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  American  rutile. 

The  supplements  to  Commerce  Reports  also  contain  valuable  in- 
formation on  the  chemical  trades  and  industries  in  the  different 
countries  and  consular  districts;  also  detailed  statistics  regarding 
the  export  of  chemical  products  to  the  United  States. 
Sample  Boom  In  Kew  Tork — Keetings  of  Chemical  Sodetiei. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  taking  active 
steps  to  further  an  aggressive  movement  for  extending  the  foreimi 
markets  for  the  products  of  the  domestic  chemical  mdustry.  It 
has  organized  an  extensive  sample  room  in  connection  with  its 
district  office  in  the  customhouse,  New  York  City,  in  which  exhibits, 
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collected  at  home  and  abroad,  will  show  the  duiracter  and  eztmt  of 
the  demand  for  chemicals  in  various  countries,  especiaUy  in  Latin 
America,  the  Orient,  and  Africa,  fav(N-ite  brands,  customary  ooo- 
tainers,  etc. 

During  the  week  of  the  National  Exposition  of  Chemical  Indus- 
tries the  following  chemical  organizations  hold  their  annual  meetines 
at  New  York:  The  American  Chemical  Society  (8,100  members), 
the  American  Electrochemical  Society,  and  the  Technical  Associa- 
tion of  the  Pulp  and^  Paper  Industry.  Sessions  will  be  held  at 
Columbia  University,  the  Chemists'  Club,  and  th§  Grand  C«ttral 
Palace.  It  is  expected  that  about  2,500  chemists  wUl  be  in  attend- 
ance at  these  gatherings. 


BCANVFACTITBINO  SOBimC  CABBOHATE  AITO  SIUCATE  OF  SODA. 

'  [Consnl  Homer  If.  Byingtbn,  Leeds,  England.  Aug.  11.1 

The  attention  of  the  Leeds  consulate  has  recently  been  called  to  a 
newly  patented  method  for  manufacturing  a  form  of  sodium  carbon- 
ate, hitherto  not  produced  on  an  industrial  scale,  and  an  improved 
method  of  making  silicate  of  soda.  The  inventor  states  that  he  wouki 
be  glad  to  hear  from  American  firms  interested  in  such  pat«it&  The 
new  processes  are  as  follows: 

Past  attempts  to  produce  a  sodium  carbonate  containing  5  mole- 
cules of  water  have  yielded  a  salt  which  would  cake  into  bricklike 
hardness,  even  after  having  been  ground  into  very  fine  powdw.  In 
the  process  in  questitm,  a  mixture  of  106  parts  of  68  per  cent  alkaU 
and  90  parts  of  water  is*  introduced  into  a  Pfleiderer  machine,  which 
is  kept  m  motion  at  a  determined  speed.  As  a  result  an  absolutely 
stable  carbonate,  containing  5  molecules  of  water,  is  obtoined  in  the 
form  of  a  powder  which  shows  no  tendency  to  cake.  It  does  Hot 
absorb  moisture  from  the  atmosphere,  nor  does  it  effloresce.  For  the 
manufacture  of  bleaching  sodas  conteining  sodium  silicaite,  this 
powder  is  mixed  with  the  required  quantity  of  powdered  silicate, 
made  by  the  process  described  further  on.  TTie  mixture  never  cakes, 
is  always  ready,  and  is  easy  to  use.  It  serves  admirably  in  the  manu- 
facture of  scouring  powders  and  soap  powders,  furnishing  products 
which  never  cake.  In  fact,  for  all  purposes  requiring  the  use  of  sod* 
the  new  product  gives  excellent  results.  It  is  not  so  caustic  as  ordi- 
nary 58  per  cent  alkali.  It  dissolves  more  readily  than  other  forms 
of  soda,  is  easily  handled,  and  never  cakes. 

Improved  Kanufacture  of  Silicate  of  Soda. 

By  the  newly  patented  method  silicate  of  soda  is  made  in  a  form 
that  is  much  more  marketebte,  and  more  easily  used  than  is  the 
case  with  the  current  commercial  forms  of  water  glass.  There  is  • 
considerable  saving  in  freight,  packages,  and  handling.  The  cost  of 
manufacture  is  much  lower  than  by  other  methods  now  in  use  and 
the  plant  required  is  exceedingly  simple  and  cheap,  occupying  a  very 
small  space. 

The  process  of  manufacture  is  much  similar  to  that  employed  in 
making  the  sodium  carbonate  described  above.  SUicate- glass  is 
intrckiuced  into  a  pulverizing  macliine  of  approved  type  togetiiw 
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with  a  certain  amount  of  water.  This  amount  depends  upon  the 
strength  of  the  silicate  of  soda  desired.  This  revolution  of  the  ma- 
chine brings  about  a  gradual  pulverization  and  hydration  of  the 
silicate.  After  the  operation  has  continued  for  some  time,  the  con- 
tents of  the  machine,  which  resemble  milk  in  appearance,  undergo  a 
special  treatment  causing  solidification.  This  solid  form  of  soluble 
silicate  can  be  easily  groimd  into  powder.  It  can  also  be  prepared 
in  a  liquid,  or  gelatinous  condition.  It  is  neutral  and  the  solution 
can  be  concentrated  to  any  required  point.  The  solid  silicate  can  be 
packed  in  crates  or  boxes.  The  freight  upon  such  inexpensive  pack- 
ages is  almost  negligible.  Among  the  advantages  clamied  for  this 
new  process  over  other  methods  now  in  current  use  are :  Lower  cost 
of  production,  cheaper  packages,  easier  handling,  lower  freightage, 
and  a  much  greater  facility  of  utilization. 

Among  the  uses  of  sodium  silicate,,  in  which  such  an  improved 
form  of  preparation  offers  distinct  economy,  are  the  f oUovmig :  The 
manufacture  of  concrete  and  artificial  stone;  of  fire  clay;  of  grind- 
stones and  emery  wheels;  of  acid-resisting  cements  for  jointing,  in- 
sulating purposes,  and  waterproofing  walls;  of  fireproofing;  of  steam- 
pil)e  covering ;  of  asbestos  slates,  uralite,  etc. ;  in  the  textile  trade  as 
a  sizing,  bleaching,  or  fixing  agent;  as  a  very  valuable  detergent  and 
scourer;  for  rendering  fabrics  incombustible;  as  a  sizing  material 
for  paper;  for  water  paints  and  enamels;  for  drain-pipe  cements;  as 
a  detergent  and  filling  agent  in  soaps ;  for  preserving  eggs. 


WEW  AGBICinTTJBAI  FEfilXUZEB  TRIED  IN  SPAIN. 

[CoDBul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Joly  0.} 

The  scarcity  of  artificial  fertilizers  in  Spain  has  led  to  the  closer 
study  of  such  material  at  hand  as  can  be  utilized  in  domestic  agri- 
culture. In  spite  of  the  fact  that  large  potash  deposits  exist  near 
Barcelona  no  serious  attempt  has  as  yet  been  made,  owing  to  war 
conditions,  to  bring  potash  compounds  on  the  market.  Along  an- 
other line  an  eminent  Spanish  chemist,  Dr.  Conrado  Granell,  has," 
in  lectures  and  pamphlets,  recently  called  the  attention  of  the  Spanish 
public  to  his  experiments  in  securing  from  sea  water  a  potassium 
compound  termed  "marine  kainit"  and  described  its  application  to 
field  and  garden  use.  This  practical  scientist  has  outlined  the  method 
for  making  his  plan  a  commercial  success. 

Potash  from  8«a  Water. 

At  many  places  along  the  Spanish  coast  common  salt  is  obtained 
from  sea  water  by  simple  evaporation,  the  most  economical  method 
known,  and  notably  facilitated  in  this  region  by  the  prevalent  high 
temperature  and  by  the  absence  of  rain.  Ordinary  salt  is  precipi- 
tated first,  being  less  soluble  than  the  compounds  of  magnesia  ^nd 
potash.  The  operation  is  carried  on  in  shallow  tanks,  to  which  sea 
water  is  adpiitted  from  time  to  time  as  evaporation  proceeds.  The 
mother  liquor,  ordinarily  returned  to  the  sea  after  the  common  salt 
has  been  deposited,  contains  ip  solution  various  salts  of  potash  and 
magnesium  capable  of  recovery  <Sn  c<&tinued  evapoi^tiion. 

"Sk  former  years  mineral  kaimt  from  Germany,  consisting  diiefly  of 
potassium  chloride  and  magnesium  sulphate,  and  partly  refined  sul- 
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phftte  of  potadt,  were  regulftrly' imported  ai£d  uo  necessify  existed 
for  utilizing  the  residue  n-om  the  stdt  gardens.  To-day  these  hUtra 
are  regarded  as  of  great  importance  to  Spanish  agriculture.  The 
method  of  recovery  is  as  follows:  The  mother .  hquors  from  the 
salt  gardens  are  run  into  tanks  and  submitted  to  further  evaporation. 
After  a  certain  amount  of  the  solids  present  have  been  deposited  the 
residual  liquor  is  evaporated  to  dryness  by  a  special  process.  The 
solid  residue  thus  obtained  closely  resembles  in  composition  mineral 
kainit.  It  contains  about  12  per  cent  of  potesh.  The  entire  cost  of 
production  is  exceedingly  slight  As  bearmg  closely  on  this  questioOj 
a  comparison  of  the  saline  contente  of  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and 
of  the  Mediterranean  is  furnished  in  the  following  tehle: 


Saliiu  content. 

AUsntlc 
Ocean. 

Mediter- 
ranean                Saline  eonteirt. 
Sea. 

Atlantta 
Oiwan. 

Ifeditar- 

nuMHI 

Sml 

ChlorldaofMdlum. 

Percent. 

77.  <B 

3.88 

7.8S 

Percnt.  1 

77.07  B  AlkaUne bromldei          .  .    . 

Percent. 
1.30 
6.» 

Per  eat. 

(florid*  oCpotaastam 

''hlnrMtf^  ni«gn*Mum 

3.48  B  Sulphateol  magnasfcun....^ 

3.11 

Also  carbonates,  nitrates,  iodides,  ete.,  in  small  quantities. 
KaUlt  (or  Agrlonttnral  Purposes. 

The  use  of  mineral  kainit  as  a  fertilizer  has  been  found  emin^tly 
satisfactory  in  Spanish  agriculture.  All  ordinary  field  crops,  root 
crops,  leguminous  crops,  fruits,  and  flowers  contain  a  considerable 
quantity  of  magnesia  as  well  as  of  potash.  Kainit  frequently  -gives 
better  results  than  fertilizers  containing  exclusively  sulphate  or 
muriate  of  i>otash.  Salts  of  soda,  especially  sodium  chloride,  in 
small  quantities,  are  known  to  facilitate  the  decomposition  of  organic 
substances.  They  act  as  food  for  plants,  contribute  to  the  destmc- 
tion  of  insects,  stimulate  the  development  of  the  roote,  and  w^moA 
their  power  ox  resistance  to  atmospheric  changes  and  absorption  of 
moisture  from  the  atmosphere.  Plante  assimilate  kainit  readily 
owing  to  its  easy  solubility.  At  the  same  time  it  causes  certain  re- 
actions in  the  soil,  liberating  In  a  soluble  form  certain  amounts  of 
silica  and  of  phosphates.  These  salte  are  also  valuable  accessories  to 
nitric  fermentation.  The  new,  so-called  marine  kainit,  the  possi- 
bilities of  which  are  now  strongly  urged  in  Spain,  is  claimed  to  be 
superior  in  many  respects  to  mineral  kainit.  and  to  be  exceptionally 
suitable  for  dry  farming,  on  account  of  its  nyroscopic  properties. 

The  importance  of  marine  kainit  to  Spanish  agriculture  is  en- 
lianced  by  its  adaptability  in  the  manufacture  of  other  fertilizers. 
It  is  claimed  that  by  the  suitable  mixture  of  kainit  with  acid  phos- 
phate and  ammonium  sulphate,  a  product  is  obteined  closely  ap- 
proximating to  the  requiremente  of  an  ideal  fertilizer.  By  using 
kainit  it  is  claimed  that  there  will  be  no  need  of,  nitrates,  as  the 
salte  present  undergo  a  rapid  conversion  into  nitrates  through  the 
agency  of  the  nitri^ing  organisms  present  in  the  soil.  The  advan- 
tages claimed  for  marine  kainit  are  Such  that  ite  value  mi^t  ad- 
vantageously be  studied  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of 
salt  from  sea  water  on  the  California  coast  and  elsewhere. 
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FOBEiaH  MABXETS  FOB  AXEBICAN  CHEMICALS. 

(Commercial.  Ageot  Thomas  H.  Nortoo.) 

Never  before  in  our  industrial  history  has  the  American  manu- 
lacturer  sought  with  more  energy  to  gain  a  foothold  in  forei^  mar- 
kets. Never  before  have  the  opportunities  for  success  in  this  field 
been  so  marked. 

'  A  titanic  struggle  is  slowly  sapping  the  strength  of  the  chief 
European  rivals  of  our  country.  Tneir  power  to  maintain  success- 
ful and  prolonged  competition  is  steadily  diminishing  day  by  day. 

Two  leading  manuiacturing  nations,  Germany  and  Austria- 
Hungary,  ai>e  practically  shut  off  from  international  markets.  The 
ability  to  manufacture  in  other  Ekiropean  nations  is  seriously  im- 
paired through  the  lack  of  workmen,  through  the  difficulty  of  se- 
curing raw  materials,  through  the  more  or  less  serious  dislocation  of 
the  whole  machinery  for  effecting  the  world's  exchanges. 

In  the  midst  of  this  uncertainty,  this  disorganization,  which  pre- 
vails to  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  the  various  European  centers  of 
froduction,  it  is  a  patriotic  duty  of  American  branches  of  manu- 
acture  to  strive  by  every  honorable  means  in  their  power  to  gain  » 
permanent  foothold  in  markets  of  all  countries,  neutral  or  belligerent 

What  are  the  American  manufacturers  of  chemicals  doing  to  win 
new  customers  for  their  barest 

In  order  to  answer  this  question  we  must  first  establish  the  extrait 
to  which  American  chemicals  were  purchased  in  foreign  countries 
prior  to  the  great  war.  Next  we  can  note  the  temporan?  effect  of 
the  war  on  our  trade  in  chemicals.  Finally,  we  snould  ascertain 
along  what  lines  of  least  resistance  an  export  trade  in  American 
chemicals  can  most  easily  and  effectively  be  built  up. 

&merl«iB  Export*  of  Chemleala  Prior  to  the  War  and  Durlstr  the  War. 

The  following  table  gives  the  principal  items  of  export  during  the 


aports 


oreign 


AiUcles. 


isu 


Qnantity.      Valne. 


1915 


QnimUty.       Vsloe. 


1916 


(^nanUty.       Value 


.lbs. 


Acids: 

Salpharto 

AUodier 

Alootiol,  wood galls.. 

Ba'  log  powder lbs.. 

Barn ,  extracta  of,  for  tanning. . 

Calcium,  carbide Im.. 

Copper    sulptiate    (blue  vit- 

M)......\Z^. lbs.. 

DTeaaoddyeataOB 

Obiaeng lbs.. 

Ijlma,  acetate  oi... lbs.. 

Uedicines,  patent  or  {nopri- 

Petrowun  Jelly,  etc.* 

Boots,  herta,  and  barb,  n.  e.  s. 

Sodium  compounds 

Solpliar,  cniae tons.. 

Washing  powder  and  fluid 

AU  other 


12,131.750 


1,S98,778 
2. 725. 964 


32,MS,649 
7,S7«,77S 


224.606 
68,160,224 


1125,892 

867.036 
662.486 
790,274 
639.94] 
962.040 

330,007 

366.919 

1.832.  eM 

1,660.933 

6,731,978 
661,889 
613.071 


46,771,610 


944,374 
8,376,780 


85,772,887 
10,238,808 


103,184 
91,673,247 


U0,023 
12,761,968 


2)018,724 

t35t<S5 

9,010.683 


48,391 
14,096,817 


<616,436 
3,611.741 
438.846 
881.879 
2,228,457 
1,097,052 

445,580 

1,177,925 

919,931 

486,406 

7,130,379 
838.842 
470.090 

3,141.003 

885,766 

635,476 
22,476.360 


82.020,346 


1,472,258 
3. 969, 985 


37,873.692 
17,978,242 


296,082 
18,804,972 


68,796 
7,875,317 


(1,980,532 

22,717.335 

867,161 

860,118 

5,902.799 

1,211,267 

2,469,437 

5,102,002 

1,597,508 

961,645 

8,397,071 

1,099.316 

768.977 

13,649.854 

1,339,893 

365,920 
56,090,438 


Total. 


27,078,0(3 


46,380,986 


124, 363,  Wr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1130 


COMMERCE  BEP0BT6. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  fis^  year  ended  June  80,  1916,  wit- 
nessed notable  increases  in  the  amonnt  exported  for  thei  follovring 
articles:  Sulphuric  and  other  acids,  dyee  and  dyesCIiffs,  copper  sul- 
phate, sodium  compounds,  tanning  extracts,  and  miscellaneous  chem- 
icals not  specifically  designated. 

The  table  shows  that  the  value  of  chemicals  exported  in  1916  b 
nearly  five  times  that  of  the  wares  sold  in  1914.  Whether  there  is  a 
corresponding  increase  in  amount  is  doubtful  for  most  articles.  In 
the  case  of  sulphuric  acid  the  quantity  has  increased  nearly  ninefold, 
the  value  sixteenfold. 
Exports  of  Chemicals  for  One  Konth. 

The  variations  in  trade  are  somewhat  more  sharply  marked  if  a 
comparison  be  made  between  the  exports  during  the  months  of  June, 
1914, 1915,  and  1916.   This  is  illustrated  by  the  following  table: 


Artidas. 


June,  1114. 


Qaantity.     Vahie. 


Tune,  UU. 


QusntitT.     Value. 


lone,  1916. 


Quantity.     Value. 


Adds: 

Sulpbnrlc,  lbs. 

Allotb«r 

Alcohol,  wood,  galls 

Baking  powder,  lbs 

Bark ,  extracts  o(,  tor  tanning ... . 

Cakhim  carbide,  lbs 

Copper  snlpbate,  lbs 

Dres  and  dyestufls 

gnseng.lbs 
me,  acetate  of,  lbs 

Uedicines,  patent  or  proprietary. . 

3:>etroieum  Jelly,  etc 

Roots,  herbs,  and  barks 

Bodhim  compounds 

Bnliduir,  crude,  tons 

Washing  powder  and  fluid,  lbs. . . 
All  other 


647,496 


165,403 
249,446 


1,996,632 
281,446 


31,680 
6,908,360 


16, 9a 

23,102 

62, 7W 

74,634 

09,834 

57,978. 

12,26r 

40,380 

244,146 

112,743 

621,309 

60,094 

39,057 


6,931,208 


£8,^08 
820,963 


8,251,754 
144,268 


9,088 
2,689,641 


9,342 
1,608,698 


173,125 
69,402 

876,409 


1,637 
1,822,231 


(63,616 

354,691 
30,108 
86,142 

606.^89 
92,633 
0,115 

204,732 
77,033 
73,950 

780,811 
88,923 
77,149 

684.365 

36,088 

69,716 

3,114,766 


9,431,735 


116,961 
401,848 


6,664,223 
2,060,243 


6,765 
2,986,843 


7,374 
270,229 


(204,681 

3,  778,  OH 

81,131 

111,33» 

620,  h; 

181,183 
^^ 

»,m 

KB,  996 

92a;{» 

U%U3 

sf.su 

1,669,  l« 

9^ 
6,752,611 


Total. 


2,423,203 


6,337,906 


15,8H^|i« 


The  export  of  June,  1916,  is  over  six  and  one-half  times  greater 
than  that  of  1914;  while  the  fi^re  for  1915  has  beei^  more  than 
doubled.  The  ratio  of  increase  in  value  ia  for  sulphuric  acid  34, 
for  all  other  acids,  164. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  does  not  include  with  "  chemicsds, 
drugs,  dyes,  and  medicines"  the  shipments  of  explosives,  which  in 
creased  in  value  from  $6,272,000  in  1914  to  $41,476,000  in  1915  and 
to  $467,082,000  in  1916,  nor  the  heavy  exports  of.  cement,  fertilizers, 
inks,  mineral  oils,  paints,  pigments,  varnish,  perfumeryiSoap,  and  a 
few  other  items  closely  alliea  to  the  chemical  schedule,  Dut  m  which 
the  increases  in  the  volume  of  export  are  no(  so  strikifig. 

It  is  quite  evident  that,  apart  from  munitions,  the  war  has  brou^t 
about  a  very  pronounced  growth  of  our  chemical  exports  both  in 
volume  and  in  value.  It  is  unfortunately  impossible  at  presoit  to 
have  the  complete  data  now  being  collected  so  that  we  miy  gain  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  geographical  distribution  of  the'  Ibcreafie  in 
exports  during  the  past  year.  For  the  year  1915,  however,  we  have 
the  necessary  mformation.   It  may  be  briefly  sonimarijEed  as  follows: 

The  increased  export  of  sulphuric  acid  went  chiefly  to  l^tvasiuii 
Great  Britain.  Mexico  increa^  its  purchases  SOjwt*  o^;  CaiW) 
25  per  cent  China  purchased  the  acid  for  the  ffist  tiflie  in  0* 
country — ^to  the  amount  of  280  tons. 
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In  the  case  of  "  all  other  acids,"  France  and  Great  Britain  wewT 
again  the  heavy  puTcha8er&  Greece  took  a  relatively  large  amotint, 
for  the  first  time.  Canada  increased  its  import  by  SO  per  cent  and 
Mexico  more  than  doubled  its  customary^  purchases.  Japan  was 
for  the  first  time  a  heavy  buyer,  and  there  was  a  notable  demand 
throughout  the  Far  East,  Oceania,  and  South  Africa. 

The  increased  sale  of  copper  sulphate  (blue  vitriol)  was  chiefly  in 
Gi-eece,  Italy,  Canada,  Mexico,  Argentina,  Brazil,  Dutch  Guiana, 
and  Uruguay. 

Exports  of  Ilyestnffs,  Sodlun  Compoundi,  Tannlntr  Eztraets,  Etc. 

The  noteworthy  export  of  dyestuffs  (chiefly  vegetable  colors) 
went  mostly  to  Great  Britain.  France,  Italy,  Spam,  Japan,  and 
Canada  were  also  heavy  buyers. 

Sodium  compounds  were  bought  largely  by  France,  Great  Britain, 
the  Netherlands,  and  Norway  m  Europe,  and  by  Canada,  Mexico, 
Cuba,  and  Latin  America.  Japan  and  Russia  likewise  absorbed 
notable  amounts; 

The  increased  export  in  tanning  extracts  went  to  nearly  every 
quarter  of  the  globe.  Many  countries  were  purchasers  for  the 
first  time. 

The  large  item  of  miscellaneous  chemicals,  not  specially  desig- 
nated, includes  heavy  sales  to  Great  Britain,  France,  Italy,  Russia, 
Canada,  Cuba,  China,  Japan,  and  Australia,  and  notewortliy  quan- 
tities to  most  countries  in  Latin  America,  Amca,  Asia,  and  Oceania. 

The  lack  of  specific  information  on  the  items  representing,  in 
IdlC,  a  total  export  of  $56,000,000,  under  the  blanket  designation  of 
"  all  other  chemicals,"  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  at  this  conjuncture. 
Karkets  Oi>en  to  American  Chemicals. 

And  now,  how  can  we  most  effectively  build  up  an  export  ti-ade 
in  chemicals? 

Evidently  the  existence  of  a  world-wide  war  presents  peculiar 
opportunities  which  can  be  utilized  with  perfect  freedom,  in  the 
firm  conviction  that  no  ethical  law  is  violated.  With  the  friendliest 
of  feelings  toward  Briton  and  Teuton,  and  the  allies  of  both,  we 
recognize  that  each  of  the  two  countries,  ordinarily  so  prominent 
in  the  export  of  chemicals,  is  now  unable  to  meet  fully  the  normal 
demands  upon  its  productive  capacity.  A  strong  effort,  on  the  part 
of  American  manufacturers  of  chemicals,  to  fill  these  demand  is 
undoubtedly  dictated  by  the  circumstances,  and  it  is  likewise  our 
duty  to  aim  to  build  up  permanent  trade  relations  in  the  fields  in 
question.  It  is  most  deplorable  and  unfortunate,  from  the  stand- 
point of  humanity,  that  such  intense  bitterness  is  awakened  by  the 
great  conflict  across  the  water.  For  years  it  will  influence  currents 
of  trade;  on  the  advent  of  peace,  entire  nations  will  apparently 
refuse  to  purchase  the  products  of  certain  other  nations. 
Imports  of  Chemical  Products  by  Coantrles. 

It  is  desirable  in  this  connection  to  gain  a  general  idea  of  the 
full  extent  of  the  world's  markets  for  chemical  products,  including 
under  this  designaticm  chemicals  proper,  drugs,  dyes,  and  fertilizers. 
Jn  1906  the  data  of  the  various  countries  accu^med  to  keep  sta- 
tistics which  carefully  covered  their  chemical  imports  were  coUated, 
^d  are  giym  in- the  table  bdow.  While  actual  figures  have  mate- 
rially increased  since  the  date  in  question,  the  relative  position  of 
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different  lands,  as  consumers  of  chemical  products  ot  fereiga  origin, 
is  probably  but  little  altered  during  the  past  decade. 


Country. 


xmtorc. 

Aiistri»-BaiigaT7. 

Boleium 

Italgaria.. ....... 

Denmark ,. 

FTonn... 

Oermany 

Greece 

Italy 

NctbeilaDds 

Norway 

PortoRRl 

Houmanift 

nus.'da 

Finland 

Sfrvia 

Spain 

SwPrien 

FxdtTwIand 

United  Klncdom. 


VaIaeo{ 
Imports. 


tx.sst.oaa 

28,814,(100 
TW.OOO 

3,89r,n<x) 

32,900,000 

70,394,000 

1,1»,000 

n,«-,aoo 

132,070,000 

1,039,000 

1,804,000 

1, 141,000 

10,081,000 

306,000  \ 

24S.000  ' 

10,224,000 

4,005,000 

8,621,000 

75, 113,  COO 


Country. 


KOBTH  AXCStCA. 

Cnlted  States. 

Canada , 

nrlUsh  'ft  est  Indleii. 

Mexico , 

Costa  Ulot 

Cuha 

Freodi  Colonies 

90CTB  AHXUCA. 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Chllo , 

nrltisti  (lulana 

French  Guiana.... 

Pom , 

Uruguay , 


Value  or 
imports. 


$78,207,000 

10,933,000 

523,  OSt 

4,e!«.oao 

1U,0II0 

2,OS1,000 

237,000 


4,466,000 

4,29a,oao 

l,fi.'!7,000 

409,000 

27,000 

•25,000 

784,000 


Coontiy. 


ASIA. 

China 

India 

Dutch  East  Indm.. 
Freneb  IndfrChlna.. 

Japan 

Korea.... 

Slam 

OCEASIA. 

Australia 

New  Zealand 

ATCICA, 

British  fVratb  Africa 

Manrithis 

Alcniw 

Tunis 

Etypt 


Value  of 
imports. 


*io,8M,oei 

9,243,000 
6,514,000 

i,i«.oo« 

U,  316,000 
202,600 
KI.OOO 


sfs.no 
i,7aj,««B 


m.ooo 

cm,  000 

I, 645. one 

298,000 
1,307,000 


Summarized,  the  countries  of  the  world  purchased,  10  years  ago. 
chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and  fertilizers  to  the  f ollc^wing  ext^t : 


Europe 

North  America. 
Sooth  America. 
Alia 


»433,304.0aO 
96,783,000 
12,661,000 
40.731,000 


Ooeania 

AWca 

TotaL 


12,322,00] 
6,767,000 


Sa2,4>7,000 


To  this  international  market  the  United  States  brought  for  sale, 
in  1906,  wares  to  the  value  of  about  $41,000,000,  or  7  per  cent  of  the 
whole. 

Such  is  the  field  in  which  our  manufacturers  of  chemicals  are  to 
extend  their  efforts.  It  is  the  trade  with  Latin  America,  with  Asia, 
with  Africa,  and  with  Oceania  that  they  should  seek  to  win.  The 
potential  purchasing  power  of  these  portions  of  the  globe  amounted 
in  1906  to  over  $74,000,000.  Unquestionably,  in  Europe  itself  mar- 
kets will  open  to  us  which  have  hitherto  been  closed. 

Germany  has  contributed  to  the  international  traffic  chemical  vares 
valued  at  $111,000,000  annually,  or  17  per  cent  of  the  entire  amount- 
The  United  Kingdom  contributed  chemicals  valued  at  $63,0^9,000,  or 
11  per  cent  of  the  total  amount. 

Those  regions  which  have  hitherto  secured  their  supplies  chiefly 
from  Gtermany  are  naturally  the  ones,  under  existing  circumstances, 
in  which  the  most  earnest  efforts  should  be  made  to  cultivate  new 
trade  relations. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BITEEATT  OF  FOBEIGH  AHD  SOKESTIC  COMKEBCI. 

BISTBICr  OFllCES.  COOFEBiTITB  Om<S8. 


NEW  lOBK:  Booa  409,  CntoakMiM. 

BOSrONt  1801  CvtoBkoue. 

CHICiCIOi  (04  Federal  BaUdla«. 

St.  LOUIS !  4«>  Tktril  KatloMl  Baak  BilUla«. 

ATUNTA:  Ml  Port  OHee  BaUilaf. 

NEW  OBLKiKSi  lOtO  Hikonla  Dude  BaUdlag. 

SAN  ntANCffiCOi  SO  J  (MtMBkone. 

BBATTLEi  848  Heary  BaUdlBS. 


CLETEUNV:  Chaaker  at  Oeaaene. 
CINUMNATIt  Ckiaiter  af  OaaBaree. 

cncniNAnt  c  x.  o.  #  x.  p.  By.  oa. 

Lda  ANflBUBi  CkaiOtr  at  Cmmmt. 
rwnjpgl.PBUi  Ciaakw  at  CHinrn. 
CHATTANOOait  Bmrtk  iamkM  ignt, 
era  By.  0*^ 

•intfN:  Ontter  BqlM  tmMUm. 
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TUnnSQ  £XTBACTS  KASE  FBOK  HEMLOCK  BABE. 

CO»wnl  Bdw»rd  A.  Dow,  St.  Btepben,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Aag.  14.] 

Since  June  10,  1916,  the  export  of  tanning  extracts  from  Canada 
has  been  forbidden,  except  to  oth^r  parts  of  the  British  Empire. . 
There  is,  thus  far,  no  limitation  to  the  export  of  hemlock  bark  and 
other  sources  of  tannin. 

In  consequence  of  the  increased  coet  of  tanning  extracts  in  Canada, 
obtained  largely  from  the  United  States,  more  than  usual  attention 
has  been  devoted  to  the  utilization  of  the  local  supplies  of  hemlock 
bark.  Large  quantities  of  the  bark  are  now  being  regularly  stripped 
and  furnished  to  tanners. 

A  prominent  Canadian  tanning  firm  furnishes  the  following  state- 
ment: 

We  know  of  no  firms  now  buying  extracte  In  Canada,  Canadian  tanners  ns  a 
rule  buying  In  tlie  United  States  or  through  American  firms.  Oak  extract  ts 
bongbt  direct  from  the  extract  factories  in  the  United  Stales,  as  well  as  liquid 
quebracho  extract.  Solid  quebracho  extract  Is  imported  from  South  America 
through  American  (importing)  fii-ms.  These  are  the  principal  extracts  used 
in  Canada  which  come  from  the  United  States.  Valonea  and  gambler  extracts 
ore  bought  largely  through  European  firms. 

It  is  said  that  most  of  the  hemlock  timber  in  Canada  is  in  Ontario 
and  Quebec.  While  oak  and  chestnut  are  occasionally  used,  hemlock 
is  more  plentiful  and  the  bark-is  possibly  better  adapted  for  tanning. 
Hemlock  bark  would  probably  sell  for  about  $8  per  cord  f.  o.  b., 
at  points  in  this  district,  about  500  to  500  miles  from  Boston. 


CEIfSUS  OP  ABTIFICIAL  DTESTTTPFS. 

The  census  of  artificial ,  dyestuflfs  used  in  this  country  during  the 
year  preceding  the  war  is  now  in  type  and  will  be  issued  by  the 
Bueau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  some  time  in  the  very 
near  future.  Page  proofs  will  be  available  for  examination  at  the 
Bureau  on  and  after  Monday,  September  25.  It  wa.s  originally  in- 
tended to  supply  sets  of  page  proofs  to  inquirers,  but  the  demands 
have  been  so  numerous  that  this  plan  had  to  be  abandoned. 

This  census  is  in  the  main  a  detailed  statistical  study  of  American 
dyestuff  imiwrts,  prepared  by  Dr.  Thonxas  H.  Norton  at  the  request 
oi  Ajpierican  manufiictnrers  and  consumers  of  dj'estuffs. 

Necessity  for  the.  Census. 

The  necessity  for  a  complete  enumeration  of  the  artificial  coloring 
matters  regularly  consumed  by  the  various  manufacturing  industries 
of  this  country  soon  became  evident  when  these  branches  were  threat- 
ened in  1914  by  a  dyestuff  famine  as  a  result  of  the  war. 

First  and  foremo.st  came  the  matter  of  quantity.  What  is  the  total 
annual  con.sumption  of  artificial  coloi-s  in  tlie  United  States?  How 
many  different  dyes  are  in  current  use?  What  is  the  average  annual 
consumption  of  each  of  these  dyes? 

There  are  nearly  1,000  coal-tar  dyestuffs  of  recognized  standing  in 
the  tinctorial  world,  i.  e.,  their  chemical  composition,  or  at  least  the 
methods  of  preparation  are  publicly  known.  About  twice  as  many 
are  regularly  manufactured  and  enter  into  international  trade.  Re- 
gtfiNiing  the  preparation  or  the  composition  of  these  latter,  little  or 
nothing  has  been  published.  Many  colors  of  both  categories  are  en- 
countered commercially  in  the  form  of  several  marks  or  brands. 
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These  represent  slight  modifications  of  the  primary  dye,  sometimes 
in  regard  to  shade,  often  in  regard  to  convenience. of  application. 
The  form  in  which  a  dye  is  prepared  for  use  on  cotton  may  not  be 
the  best  form  for  the  needs  or  the  silk  dyer.  The  requirements  of  the 
feather  dyer  may  be  quite  different  from  those  of  the  manufacturer 
of  ink. 

It  is  essential  that  the  organizers  of  a  national  color  industry  know 
how  much  annually  is  consumed  of  each  primary  dye,  and  how  much 
of  each  minor  modification  is  employed.  Without  such  data  the  pros- 
pective manufacturer  is  at  a  loss  to  calculate  the  size  and  number  of 
the  units  to  be  constructed  for  the  production  of  any  given  dye.  He 
is  at  an  equal  loss  as  to  the  equipment  necessary  to  manufacture  it  in 
the  different  modifications  of  curi'ent  use. 

Industry  One  of  Oreat  Complexity. 

Again,  the  industry  is  one  of  great  complexity,  involving  a  high 
degree  of  coordination  and  of  careful  planning  to  avoid  material 
loss  in  the  way  of  by-products.  In  the  various  steps,  intervening  be- 
tween a  coal-tar  "  crude  "  and  a  finished  dyestuff,  each  chemical  re- 
action in  the  sequence  is  apt  to  produce  certain  percentages  of  closely 
allied  compounds,  isomeric  substances  as  a  rule.  These  latter  may 
possess  the  same  general  chemical  composition  as  the  product  more 
directly  sought.  The  arrangement  of  the  atoms  in  the  molecule  is, 
however,  quite  different.  As  a  result,  physical  and  chemical  proper- 
ties are  totally  unlike  those  characterizing  the  main  substances.  By- 
products possess,  as  a  rule,  distinct  technical  and  commercial  value. 
One  may  serve  to  make  an  entirely  different  dyestuff,  another  may  be 
the  raw  material  for  manufacturing  a  valued  medicinal ;  a  third  may 
be  employed  in  the  production  of  a  photographic  developer,  etc. 

It  is  now  generally  recognized  that  any  intelligent  effort  to  build 
up  a  comprehensive,  self-contained  American  coal-tar  chemical  in- 
dustry must  rest  upon  the  solid  foundations' of  accurate,  statistical 
data'  concerning  the  American  market  for  artificial  colors.  In  no 
other  way  can  the  creators  of  such  an  industry  avoid  duplication, 
overlappmg,  waste,  and  blundering,  tentative  struggles  to  adjust 
productive  mechanism  to  a  va^e,  indefinite  demand.  "VTithout  such 
fundamental  data  the  future  industry  will  be  heavily  handicapped 
by  permanent  overhead  chai-ges,  accumulated  as  the  result  of  being 
forced  to  feel  its  way  in  the  dark,  chemically,  mechanically,  com- 
mercially. ^ 
How  the  Censnc  Was  Taken. 

In  taking  the  present  census,  it  was  necessary,  fiirst  of  all,  to  de- 
cide upon  the  modus  operandi.  The  suggestion  was  made  that  the 
required  information  might  be  secured  by  appeals  to  all  consumers 
of  artificial  colors. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  pi-oblem  showed  that  any  such  method  of 
collecting  data  was  impracticable.  It  would  be  impossible  to  secure 
a  complete  list  of  all  users  of  dyestuffs,  in  scores  of  trades  and  manu- 
facturing branches.  Assuming  that  figures  could  be  secured  from 
all  users  of  colors,  their  compilation  would  be  a  herculean  tuk. 
Suppose  that  6  tons  of  Congo  red  are  c<Misumed  annually  in  thift 
country.  This  amount  mie^t  be  divided  up  among  several  thoussrtcl 
consumers  in  lots  ranging  from  6  to  100  pounds. 
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The  method  ndopted  by  the  Bureau  of  Poi-eign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  was  much  more  simple,  direct,  and  accurate.  It  was 
decided  to  use  the  data  basec}  upon  the  imports  of  artificial  colors  into 
this  country  during  the  12  months  ending  June  30,  1914 — a  month 
before  the  outbreaK  of  the  present  war.  The  remaining  tenth  is 
covered  by  the  returns  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  domestic 
coal-tar  industry,  covering  the  production  of  the  calendar  year  1914. 
No  serious  interference  in  the  output  of  American  colors  occurred 
until  after  the  beginning  of  1915, 

With  the  cordial  cooperation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  all 
the  invoices  for  the  year  in  question  were  sent  by  the  collectors  of 
curtoms  at  the  various  ports  of  entry  to  a  central  point,  where  the 
essential  data  were  transcribed.  These  include  weight,  value,  and 
price.  Some  37,500  different  entries,  eadi  covering  these  three  items, 
were  necessary. 
Entries  TTndeT  5,670  Heads — Different  Trade  Karnes. 

These  entries  are  found  under  about  5,670  heads,  each  representing 
a  distinct  commercial  designation.  It  must  not  be  inferred  however, 
that  5,670  different  colors  come  into  consideration.  Many  standard 
dyes  are  manufactured  by  in  number  of  firms  in  the  same  country,  as 
weU  as  in  various  countries.  Frequently,  several  or  all  of  the  com- 
peting manufacturers  use  entirely  different  trade  names  for  identical 
wares. 

Thus,  the  red  color,  known  chemically  as  sodium  a-naphthalene- 
ozo-a-naphthol-disulphonate,  is  manufactured  under  the  name  of 
palatine  red  by  the  Badische  Co.  The  Bayer  Co.  sells  it  under  the 
name  of  naphthorubine.  Primuline  is  encountered  commercially  also 
as  polychromine,  thiochromogen,  aureoline,  and  sulphinc.  Malachite 
grefen,  a  favorite  color,  is  found  under  38  different  designations,  some, 
representing  very  slight  variations  in  the  exact  chemical  composition. 

The  reduction  of  tnis  extensive  vocabulary  down  to  a  limited  list 
of  well-defined  •  dyes  has  required  highly  specialized  editing.  The 
arrangement  and  the  full  use  of  synonyms  are  such  as  to  render  the 
"  census,"  in  its  completed  form,  of  the  greatest  utility  not  only  to  all 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial  dyestuffs,  and  esi>eciany  in 
planning  for  the  establishment  of  a  comprehensive  American  color 
industry,  but  also  to  all  dealers  in  the  wares  and  to  all  consumers  of 
dyeing  materials. 

Domestic  Production — Chart  of  Coal-Tar  Products. 

In  addition  to  the  complete  and  detailed  list  of  all  imported 
dyestuffs,  with  quantities  and  values  for  the  fiscal  year  1913-14,  tho 
work  contains  full  data  on  the  limited  domestic  production  prior  to 
the  war,,  tables  of  the  imports  of  coal-tar  crudes  and  intermediates 
for  the  year  1913-14,  studies  on  the  prices  of  coal-tar  dyes  and  on 
their  marks,  and  an  exhaustive  bibliography  of  the  subject.  These 
are  supplemented  by  a  diagram  showmg  the  diversified  uses  of  the 
many  products  obtamed  from  coal  tar,  and  by  a  large  chart  exhibit- 
ing the  derivation  of  the  leading  synthetic  colors — ^the  genealogical 
tree,  as  it  were,  of  the  great,  chromatic  chemical  clan.  The  volume 
will  contain  more  than  250  pages.  Announcement  will  be  made  later 
of  the  price  and  date  upon  which  the  finished  report  may  be  obtained. 
In  the  mean  time  all  mterested  persons  are  invited  to  examine  the 
proofs  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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FOSEION  TBADE  OFFOBTUBITIES. 

Reeerred  addressee  may  be  obtained  tromtba  Bnreaii  and  tts  district  oflleca.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  ^bonld  be  oiv  a  separate  sheet  and  atste  opportniUtT  avi^itn. 
Tbo  Bureau  does  not  famlsb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responalblTity  as  to  the  stSndlns 
ot  foreign  Inqolrers ;  the  usoal  precaotlons  sboold  be  taken  In  all  < 


Cir  ■'hona  iark,  No.  22491. — ^An  Ajnerlcan  export  and  import  firm  Is  In  receipt  of 
samples  of  cinchona  bark,  of  which  product  one  of  Its  customers  in  Brasil 
has  a  considerable  quantity  for  sale.  Samples  and  full  information  wlU  be 
supplied  by  the  firm  in  the  United  States. 

Drugs,  liquors,  jewelry,  No.  22492. — An  Uruguayan  merchant,  who  is  now  in 
the  United  States,  wishes  to  get  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  hardware,  dry  goods,  drugs,  liquors,  and  cbeap  Jewelry. 
Reference. 

Tannmg  extracts.  No.  22483. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  communicate  with  American 
producers  and  exporters  of  tanning  extracts,  e^)ecially  chestnut  and  oak. 
The  firm  wishes  the  exclusive  agency  for  the  Netherlands.  It  buys  on  its 
own  account  and  pays  cash  against  bills -of  lading.  (Dorre^wndence  may 
be  in  English.    Bank  references. 

Saffron,  No.  22494. — A  firm  of  exporters  in  Spain  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  it  is  desirous  of  entering  into  business  relations  witb 
American  Imjwrters  of  saffron.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish  or 
French.    References. 

Aniline  dyes,  No.  22495. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes  that  a 
commission  firm  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  Importing,  on  a  eommissiOD 
basis,  aniline  dyes  for  use  in  the  textile  industry.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  French  or  Spanish.    References. 

Chetnioala  oud  drugs.  No.  22496. — ^A  firm  In  Chile  writes  an  Amerlctm  consular 
officer  that  it  wishes  to  be  placed  in  toudi  with-  American  producers  and 
exporters  of  the  following  drugs  and  cfaemlcalb :  Sulphuric  acid.  In  carboys 
of  1  cwt  3  qrs.,  specific  gravity,  1.84,  pure  and  commercial;  castor  oD, 
water  clear,  tins  of  25  kilos  net;  nitric -acid,  commercial  and  pure,  bottles 
of  5  kilos ;  creolin ;  sulphuric  ether,  C  P. ;  glycerin,  wata*  clear,  60  poonds 
net  in  tins;  morphine  hydrochloride;  morphine  sulphate;  resordn;  ben- 
zoate  of  soda ;  sulphogualacolate  of  potassium ;  salicylate  of  soda ;  sodiom 
I^romlde;  potassium  bromide;  quinine;  acetyl-aallcyllc  acid  (aspirin).  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  ESnglish. 

Superphosphate,  No.  22497. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  l^paln  states  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  Is  desirous  of  purcliaslng,  as  soon  as  poaaibte,  10,000 
tons  of  superphosphate.  (MTei-R  by  cable  ar6  urgently  refloested.  Corre- 
spondence, etc.,  may  he  In  English.    Bank  references. 

A-oetio  acid.  No.  22498. — An  American  consular  officer  in  tbe  Dritiah  Isles  re- 
ports that  a  wholesale  dye  and  color  merchant  woold  like  to  receive  quota- 
tions on  80  per  cent  acetic  neUl,  packed  In  barrels.  Quotations  are  desired 
c.  i.  f.  English  iK>rts  for  immediate  delivery. 

Chemicals,  etc..  No.  22499. — A  firm  In  Syltzevland  Intbrnui  nn  Aniericao  consular 
offic(?r  that  It  Is  dettlrons  of  being  piac^iHl  in  communication  wiQi  Amerkan 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  the  following  chemicals:  Aluminum  floor- 
ide;  sodium  fluoride;  calcium  fluoride;  aluminum  phoepliate;  alumlanm 
hydrate ;  phosphoric  add.  Samples,  together  with  prices  f.  a  b.  New  'Saek, 
should  be  sent  at  once.    Correspondence  may  be  in  E^lisb. 

Chemicals  and  drugs,  No.  22500. — A  prominent  firm  of  importers  and  csportefs 
in  Spain  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  export  tlie 
following  chemical  products,  as  well  as  to  secure  an  agency  for  their  tale 
In  Spain:  Phosphates;  permanganate  of  potash;  quinine  hydrobrcoiate ; 
metol ;  raw  Biatertals  for  porfnmery ;  pharmaceutical  and  ch^nlcal  prod- 
ucts in  generaL   Correspondence  may  l>e  in  English.    References. 

BiclUoride  of  mercury,  No.  22601. — An  American  oHisular  officer  ic  ArgeUtliui 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  fifm  in  his  district  whidi  la  destrons 
of  receiving  offers  from  American  manufacturers  of  blcltlori^  <|C  mesefXS 
in  powdered  form,  and  In  packages  of  5  to  10  kilos.  Corra^nDdence  <» 
Spanish.    References. 

WA8UIXGTON  :  cmmirincNT  ps^ciim  oma;  Xf 
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KELAZATION  OF  BSITISH  EMBABGO  ON  SHEEPSKINS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London.  Sept.  22.] 

Applications  to  the  War  Trade  Department  for  the  exportation  of 
pickled  grains  and  fleshes  (split  slieepkins)  will  now  be  considered. 


FOBEION  TSABE  OF  FBANCE  FOB  EIGHT  MONTHS. 

[Cablegram  from  the  American  consul  general  at  Paris,  dated  Sept.  22.] 

"Based  upon  the  1914  price  rate.France's  foreign  commerce  for  the 
first  eight  months  of  1916,  was:  Exports  $433,056,102  against  $371,- 
033,429  for  the  same  period  in  1915;  imports  $1,254,121,913  against 
$980,186,012.  Exports  of  food  products  were  valued  at  $54,803,894 
against  $71,090,006;  industrial  materials,  $88,683,693  against  $79,- 
863,014;  iiianufiictures,  $259,233,354  against  $199,744,385 ;  postal  pack- 
ages, $30J^3o,161  against  $20,336,024.  Imports  of  food  products  for  the 
oight  mouths  amounted  to  $354,745,001  against  $294,696,911  in  1915; 
industrial  materials,  $51,5,956,357  against  $384,621,594;  manufactures, 
^83,420,5.55  against  $300,867,507.  To  correct  for  present  prices  oflS- 
cially  estimated  necessary  add  91  per  cent  to  imports,  50  i)er  cent  to 
exports,  making  estimated  total  figure.s  exports  $649,584,153  against 
$656,550,143;  imports,  $2,395,372,854  against  $1,872,155,283;  balance 
of  trade  for  1916  minus  $1,745,788,701  usual  conversions. 


BEUOVAL  OF  BTJSSIAN  EMBABGO  ON  FOBS. 

The  Russian  commercial  attache  in  New  York  states  tliat  the  un- 
restricted exportation  of  the  following  furs  from  Hussia  is  now  per- 
mitted: Sea  beaver,  Russian  sable,  black  fox,  blue  fox,  otter,  ermine, 
marten,  and  fitch.  Firms  in  the  United  States  desiring  to  import  the 
foregoing  are  therefore  no  longer  obliged  to  file  applications  with  the 
commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
in  New  York  or  to  follow  the  procedure  required  in  the  case  of  goods 
under  embargo  in  Russia. 
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ATJaVST  FOSEIGH  TBADE  STATISTICS. 

Auiericah  exports  in  August  last  set  a  new  high  record,  rising  (o 
510  million  dollars  and  exceeding  by  35  million  the  former  record 
made  in  May,  and  by  45  million  the  total  for  June,  1916.  Pre- 
liminary figures  announced  to-day  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  show  exports 
valued  at  $509,778,680,  compared  with  $260,609,995  in  August,  1915, 
and  $110,367,494  in  August,  1914.  For  the  year  ended  with  August 
exports  oxeeeded  4|  billion  dollars  in  value,  exceeding  by  Ij  billion 
the  total  for  the  corresponding  period  one  year  ago  and  by  2^  billion 
that  for  a  like  period  two  years  ago. 

August  imports  aggregated  $199,247,391  in  value,  being  about  47 
million  dollars  less  than  the  high  record  shown  by  June  but  exceed- 
ing any  previous  August.  This  year's  monthly  total  compares  with 
142  million  in  August,  1915,  and  130  million  in  August,  1914. 
Twelve  months'  imports  to  August  31  of  the  present  year  totaled  2^ 
billion  dollars,  which  was  625  million  more  than  the  total  for  tha 
preceding  year  and  388  million  more  than  that  for  a  like  period  two 
years  ago. 

Of  the  August  imports,  66.5  per  cent  entered  free  of  duty,  com- 
pared with  67.6  per  cent  in  August,  1915. 

The  favorable  trade  balance  for  August  was  811  million  dollars, 
comparing  with  an  export  balance  of  119  million  in  August,  1915, 
and  an  import  balance  of  19  million  in  August,  1914.  For  the  H 
months  to  August  31,  1916,  the  export  iMtlance  was  2,465  million 
dollars,  as  agamst  1,363  million  in  the  preceding  year  and  374  mil- 
lion two  yeai-s  ago. 

The  net  inward  gold  movement  for  the  month  of  August  was  29 
milHcHi  and  for  the  year  410  million  dollars,  a  record  total.  Last 
year  the  net  inward  gold  movement  was  146  million  and  two  years 
ago  a  net  outward  movement  of  95  million.  Gold  imports  in  August 
were  $+1,238,716,  compared  with  $61,641,191  in  August,  191.5,  and 
$3,0454J19  in  August,  1914.  Gold  exports  in  August  were  $11,780,- 
129,  against  $1,128,428  in  Augiist,  1915,  and  $18,125,617  in  August, 
1914.  The  year's  gold  imports  were  $518,451,553,  as  against  $244,- 
035,950  last  year  and  $.59,312,328  two  years  ago;  while  gold  exports 
in  1916  were  $108,104,549,  compared  with  $97,749,270  last  year  and 
$153,984,944  for  the  12  months  ending  with  August,  1914. 


EECOSD  SHIPMENT  FBOM  ANTOFAOASTA  TO  UMTED  STATES. 

(CoDBuI  Tbomas  W.  Voettcr,  Antofagasta,  Chile,  Ang.  24.] 

Several  large  shipments  from  Antofagasta  to  the  United  States 
have  been  made  recently,  but  the  largest  and  most  valuable  was  taken 
by  the  steamship  Sherman,  of  the  Chile  Exploration  Co^  sailing 
frpm  this  port  on  August  23,  1916,  for  New  York.  The  entire  cargo 
consisted  of  437,050  kilos  (1  kilo=2.2  pounds)  of  copper  bars,  367,337 
kilos  of  copper  matte,  2,619,928  kilos  of  copper  cathodes,  20  tons  of 
tin  ores,  333  bales  of  hides,  17,839  kilos  of  iodine,  9197,000  kilos  of 
copper  ores,  and  eight  Vicuna  rugs,  with  a  total  value  of  $2,230,913 
American  gold. 
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AHEBICAN  COTTON  GOODS  FOB  CETION. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  cotton-goods  trade  in 
Ceylon,  on  which  "Special  Agent  Ralph  M.  Odell,  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  has  mads  a  report,  is  the  partiality 
shown  by  the  natives  for  American  gray  drills.  The  success  of  this 
line  is  conclusive  proof,  says  the  American  representative  in  his  re- 
view of  conditions,  that  American  cotton  goods  can  be  sold  in 
that  part  of  the  world  in  the  face  of  the  most  severe  competition.  At- 
tempts to  develop  the  trade  in  English  and  Japanese  goods  as  substi- 
tutes for  American  gray  drills  have  always  failed,  for  the  product 
from  this  country  is  well  known,  and  dealers  say  that  the  quality 
has  always  been  maintained. 

Mr.  Odell  is  positive  that  there  is  an  opportunity  to  introduce  other 
lines  on  the  island.  It  is  a  question  of  offering  grades  that  appeal 
to  the  popular  fancy  and  then  keeping  the  quality  uniform.  Once 
a  grade  is  well  and  favorably  known  it  is  very  hard  to  displace.  The 
suggestion  is  also  made  that  the  American  manufacturer  take  steps 
to  deal  direct  with  importei-s  in  Ceylon  and  not  depend  on  indirect 
relations  through  India. 

Ceylon  purchases  a  trifle  more  than  $4,000,000  woith  of  cotton 

foods  from  abroad  annually,  and  of  this  amount  the  United  States 
umishes  some  $75,000  worth.  Gains  made  now  will  be  permanent, 
if  proper  methods  are  pursued.  The  largest  demand  is  for  gray  and 
white  shirtings  and  drills,  cambrics,  lawns,  muslin  iwd  mulls, 
dhooties,  sarongs,  and  camboys,  and  prints.  American  manufactur- 
ers are  urged  to  make  a  special  study  of  these  lines,  as  they  offer  the 
best  opportunity  for  satisfactory  business. 

Cojpies  of  the  bulletin,  which  is  entitled  "  Cotton  Goods  in  Ceylon," 
Special  Agent  Series  No.  123,  may  be  purchased  at  the  nominal 
price  of  5  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wash- 
ington, or  from  the  nearest  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce. 

COLOMBIA  OFFEBS  MABEET  FOB  CABNIVAI  OOOBS. 

(Vice  Consul  Claude  E.  Onrant,  BarraaqaUla,  .\ug.  29.] 

Every  year  the  city  of  Barranguilla  has  a  carnival  that  is  the 
principal  event  in  the  city's  public  and  social  life.  The  liolidnys 
commence  January  20  (San  Sebastian's  Day),  and  each  Thiiivday. 
Saturday,  and  Sunday  from  that  date  up  to  the  three  days'  carnival 
in  March  is  declared  a  feast  day.  During  the  carnival  itself  masks 
are. worn  and  all  kinds  of  carnival  goods — confetti,  seri)entincs, 
paper  hats,  balloons,  etc. — are  extensively  used. 

Local  merchants  will  soon  begin  stocking  up  fdr  next  year's  cele- 
bration, and  American  manufacturers  of  this  class  of  goods  would 
do  well  to  send  catalogues,  samples,  and  prices  to  the  Barranquilla 
firms  that  handle  these  wares.  [Their  names  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and 
cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  80209.]  Samples  can  be 
sent  as  third-class  mail  and  should  be  marked  "  muestras  sin  valor '' 
("samples  without  value"). 

Confetti,  serpentines,  paper  toys,  etc.,  pay  an  import  duty  of  6.8 
cents  a  pound ;  masks,  one  of  45.4  cents. 
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TWO  HUNDREDTH  AlOnVSBSASY  OV  BOSTON  LIGHT. 

A  .small  bronze  tablet,  bearing  the  inscription,  "Boston  Light, 
built  at  this  place  bv  the  Province  of  Massachusetts,  was  first  lighted 
September  14, 1716,' Old  Style,  destroyed  1776,  and  i-ebuilt  1783,"  and 
in  small  letters  beneath,  "  This  tablet  has  been  placed  by  the  United 
States  Lighthouse  Service  September  25, 1916,  in  commemoration  of 
the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  lighthouse  in  America," 
was  unveiled  to-day  at  Bo.«!ton  Light  Station,  at  the  entrance  to 
Boston  Harbor,  Mass. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  invited  as  his  guests  the  govem<w 
of  Massachusetts,  the  entire  Massachusetts  delegation  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress,  the  chairmen  of  the  AppropriatiooB 
Committees  of  the  Senate  and  House,  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  the  House  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Commerce,  the  mayor  of  Boston,  officials  in  charge  of  various  Gov- 
ernment offices  in  Boston,  representatives  of  B<iston  commercial, 
maritime,  and  historical  organizations,  representatives  of  the  preaa, 
and  officers  of  the  Department  of  Commetrce  and  the  Lighthouae 
Service. 
Trip  to  Island  on  ligbtlioum  Steamer. 

The  official  party  was  taken  to  the  island  on  which  the  station  is 
located  by  the  lighthouse  steamer  Mayflower.  The  whole  program 
was  informal.  Tne  tablet  had  been  placed  iust  inside  the  entrance  to 
the  tower.  Brief  femarks  were  made  by  Governor  McCall  of 
Massachusetts,  on  behalf  of  the  State;  Mayor  Curley  of  Boston,  cm 
behalf  of  the  city;  Mr.  Worthington  C.  Ford,  on  behalf  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Society,  and  Secretary  Redfield,  on  behalf  of  the 
department  and  the  Lighthouse  Service. 

Boston  Light  has  had  an  eventful  and  interesting  history  daring 
its  200  years  of  existence.  First  built  by  the  Province  of  Massachu- 
setts at  a  cost  of  £2,385,  it  was  captured  and  recaptured  several  times 
in  the  early  days  of  the  Revolution,  and  finally  demolished  by  the 
British  in  1776  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Boston.  It  was  re- 
built on  the  same  site  in  1783,  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  with  eight  other  colonial  lights  then  in  operation  was  taken  over 
by  the  Greneral  Government  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of 
August  7,  1789. 

station  Essentially  Kodern  and  Up  to  Sate. 

The  height  of  the  tower  was  increased  in  1859,  and  the  buildings 
have  been  renovated  and  the  apparatus  and  equipment  improved 
from  time  to  time  as  needed,  so  that  despite  its  age  the  light  station 
is  for  all  practical  purposes  essentially  modem  and  up  to  date.  It 
displays  an  incandescent  oil-vapor  light,  giving  a  white  flash  of 
100,000  candlepower  every  30  seconds,  visible  16  miles  in  clear 
weather,  and  as  an  auxiliary  aid  in  foggy  weather  sounds  a  powerful 
first-class  steam  siren,  with  a  double  blast  of  five  seconds  each  every 
minute. 


Advances  by  tlie  Cuiiudian  (Jovernment  in  1915  for  seed  grain  and 
equipment  in  Western  (lanuda  totaled  over  $11,000,000,  and  at  date 
20  per  cent  has  Iwon  jiwid  I):u'k.  Xearly  all  the  advances  were  made 
in  Saskatchewan. 
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SPANISH  CTTSTOHHOUSE  BECEIFTS  IN  1915. 

[Consnl  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Aug.  24.] 

The  total  receipts  of  the  Spanish  customhouses  amounted  in  1015 
to  $24,026,163,  in  contrast  to  $35,345,218  in  1914,  a  falling  off  of 
over  $11,000,000.  The  decrease  was  due  to  the  abnormal  '.'onditions 
occasioned  by  the  European  war,  paralyzing  imports  from  certain 
warring  nations,  and  also  to  the  removal  of  Spanish  import  duties 
on  a  number  of  leading  commodities,  notably  wheat,  com,  and  ct  al. 
The  lifting  of  the  duty  on  wheat  alone  caused  a  loss  to  the  national 
fisc  of  nearly  $6,000,000. 

The  Provinces  contributing  most  largely  to  the  customs  revenue 
were  Barcelona,  with  over  $9,000,000,  followed  by  Vizcava,  with 
about  $2,700,000,  and  Guipuzcoa,  with  $2,000,000,  while  the'  remain- 
ing Provinces  brought  in  lesser  amounts. 

The  revenue  from  duties  on  imports  of  cereals  other  than  wheat 
has  averaged  during  the  past  five  years  about  $670,000,  and  in  1915 
it  fell  to  about  $140,000.  Duties  on  codfish  averaged  $2,480,000,  and 
in  1915  fell  to  $2,080,000.  On  the  other  hand,  the  duties  on  coffee, 
•which  during  the  past  five  years  amount  on  an  average  to  $3,900,000, 
increased  in  1915  to  $4,790,000,  while  duties  collected  on  cocoa  rose 
from  an  average  of  $1,170,000  to  $1,200,000  in  1915. 

The  revenue  from  export  and  transportation  taxes  also  decreased 
during  1915,  compared  both  with  the  previous  year  and  the  average 
revenue  from  these  sources  during  the  past  five  years. 


UIHEBAL  PKOBUCnOK  OF  PEBIl. 

(Consul  (ieneral  William  W.  Handley,  Callao-Uma.  1 

In  his  annual  message  to  Congress  the  President  of  Peru  dis- 
cussed the  mineral  wealth  of  this  Kepublic  and  gave  the  following 
figures  of  production  during  the  last  two  calendar  years  (the  quan- 
tities being  stated  in  kilos  of  2.2046  pounds  and  metric  tons  of  2^04.6 
pounds) : 


Minerals. 


Gold kilo. 

Sllifar do... 

Copmr ton. 

Lead do  .. 

Marcnry kflo. 

Bismuth do... 

Zinc ton. 

Vanadinm  ore  of «  per  cent do... 

Tune^ten  ore  of  65  ner  cent do... 

Molyndenum  ore  of  S2  percent do... 

Antimony  ore ol  4ip«r  cent do... 

Borates do..> 

Bait do... 

lllneral  vateri 

Coal ton. 

Petroleum do... 


Totals 20,2W,91! 


1914 


Quantity.      Value. 


1,800 

28A.«00 

27.  OM 

3.048 

TOO 

11,187 


14 

196 


1.261 
2S,933 


283, 8% 
252,686 


Quantity.      Value. 


$1,022,125 

4,856,636 

7,447.419 

142,486 

1.012 

23,845 


3.163 
96,184 


73.766 

88.342 

11.237 

998.445 

5,525,282 


1915 


1.670 
293.000 
34.319 

2,760 


19 

3.145 

371 

274 

405 


25,729 


289,000 
285,000 


11.108,637 

4,404.182 

11,834,37,1 

125,  j« 

1.012 


973 

fiSi.filO 

;50.358 

«.9S» 

17,782 


87.645 


1.016.S09 
■•6,687,09* 


36,324,008 


■I  Value  of  petroleum  cakniiated  after  reUninj. 
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FLASS  £0S  INYESTIOATINO  EIJBOFE'S  UTMBES  XABEETS. 

The  Bureiiu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  endeavoring 
to  hasten  the  .^election  of  tlie  men  who  are  to  make  the  European 
himber  invosti^ration  thnt  is  to  be  conducted  under  the  joint  auspices 
of  the  Bureau,  of  the  Luujber  Manufacturers*  Aissociation,  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission,  and  the  United  States  Forest  Service. 

A  remarkably  larpc  number  of  experts  took  the  examination  that 
was  given  preliminary  to  the  appointment  of  the  trade  commissioners 
for  this  investigation.  Those  who  pa^ed  most  creditably  are  to 
receive  an  oral  examination  at  Washington  before  a  board  composed 
of  representatives  of  the  lumbermen  and  officials  of  the  three  (Jovem- 
meut  branches  concerned. 
To  Select  Ken  With  Wide  Practical  Ezperleace. 

Five  men  are  to  be  cliosen  and  their  appointments  will  be  based 
upon  the  fact  that  they  are  especially  qualified  to  secure  and  report 
detailed  information  about  the  requirements  of  Europjean  lumber 
consumers,  and  the  methods  and  capacity  of  European  lumber  pro- 
ducers. The  entire  expenses  of  one  commissioner  are  to  be  paid  by 
the  Government,  while  the  cost  of  the  others,  including  the  services 
of  a  Russian  interpreter,  will  be  borne  by  the  National  Association 
of  Lumber  Manufacturers.  All  will  be  appointed  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce,  and  the  department  will  make  every  effort  to  get  men 
with  wide  practical  experience  in  the  lumber  industry. 

Before  'the  end  of  November,  these  commissioners  should  be  coq- 
ferring  with  manufacturers  throughout  the  country  to  ascertain  pre- 
cisely what  information  the  latter  consider  to  be  of  the  greatest  value 
to  them.  After  these  preliminary  conferences,  the  conmiissioners 
will  at  once  start  for  Europe. 

One  man  will  make  a  study  of  the  lumber  requirements  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  Holland,  and  France.  One  will  cover  the  market 
of  southern  Europe  and  northern  Africa,  including  Spain,  Italy, 
Greece,  Algiers,  and  Egypt.  Another  will  be  required  for  the  Cen- 
tral Emrures,  covering  the  markets  of  Germany  and  Belgium  and 
perhaps  Turkey  and  the  production  of  southern  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria. The  fourth  commissioner  will  go  to  Norway  and  Sweden  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  lumber-producing  power  of  those  countries, 
and  the  fifth  is  scheduled  to  cover  Russia,  Siberia,  and  Roumania, 
Avhere  is  situated,  supposedly,  the  world's  gi'eat  timber  supply  of  the 
future. 

The  investigation,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  repre- 
sentative lumbermen,  is  to  be  one  of  the  most  thoroughgoing  and 
comprehensive  ever  undertaken.    It  may  extend  over  two  years. 

Complete  Study  of  European  Building  Trades. 

The  American  commissioners  will  make  a  complete  study  of  the 
European  building  trades,  the  kinds,  qualities,  and  dimensions  of 
lumber  that  are  most  popular  for  all  sorts  of  construction,  such 
as  heavy  mill,  bridge,  wharf,  and  railroad  construction,  shipbuild- 
ing, car  building,  barn  and  farmhouse  construction,  and  house  and 
ofiice  construction  of  every  kind,  including  portable  houses,  inside 
trim,  door,  sashj  and  blind  requirements — m  fact,  every  market  in 
which  the  American  producer  is  interested.  A  special  study  will  be 
made  of  the  furniture  trade,  the  methods  and  requirements  of  cabi- 
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netmakers  and  carpenters,  the  use  of  American  oak,  giun,  and  other 
hardwoods,  and  the  demand  for  soft  and  'hard  varieties  of  these 
American  woods.  Even  the  names  and  addresses  of  lumber  importers, 
lari^e  users,  etc.,  will  be  furnished,  together  with  the  character  of 
their  supplies. 

During  the  progress  of  their  investigations  the  commissioners  will 
make  preliminary  reports  on  the  more  important  phases  of  the  work, 
and  these  reports  will  be  bulletined  at  once  to  the  lumber  associations 
and  distributed  by  them  to  their  members.  On  their  return  they  will 
tour  the  country,  according  to  the  usual  practice  of  the  Bureau's  spe- 
cial agents,  advising  with  the  lumber  manufacturers  as  to  the  most 
profitable  opportumties  in  European  markets. 

BEGULATION  OF  THE  AIJSTSIAN  HESCHANT  HABDTE. 

[Ambassador  B^rcderic  C.  Pcnfleld,  Vicnaa,  Aug.  14.] 

Under  an  Imperial  decree  relating  to  the  shipping  of  mei'chandise 
between  foreign  ports  and  the  assignment  of  cargo  space  for  foreign 
countries,  which  was  promulgated  by  the  Austrian  Ministry  of  Com- 
merce on  August  5,  it  is  provided : 

Pai-agraph  1. — Conclusions  of  legal  transactions  iiertalnlng  to  shipments  of 
merchandise  at  sea  on  Austrian  vessels  from  one  foreign  port  to  nnotlier  or  the 
assignment  of  cargo  space  on  Austrian  merchant  vessels  to  persons  and  enter- 
prises having  their  legal  residence  in  foreign  countries,  particularly  renting  and 
chartering  agreements,  are  prohibited  until  further  order.  Agreements  con- 
cluded contrary  to  this  prohibition  shall  be  void. 

Par.  2. — E^xceptions  from  this  prohibition  may  be  granted  by  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce  either  In  individual  cases  or  In  general  for  specified  journeys  or  for 
larger  groups  of  such  business  tran-sactlons.  Such  permits  will  not  be  r€fuse»l 
If  shipments  of  merchandise  are  Involved  which  are  destined  for  the  treaty- 
customs  territory  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Monarchy  or  in  case  of  exportaitions 
from  this  Monarchy. 

Par.  3. — The  preceding  provisions  apply  also  to  seagoing  merchant  ves-sels 
under  construction  or  which  are  being  fitted  out  on  account  of  enterprises  hav- 
ing their  legal  residence  in  Austria. 

Violations  of  the  decree  will  be  pimishable  by  fines  not  exceeding 
5,000  crowns  ($1,015)  or  imprisonment  of  not  more  than  six  months' 
duration. 

CAITADA  INCBEASES  TTSE  OF  AUESICAS  GAS0ID7E. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  8.  Johoson,  Kingston,  Sept.  12.] 

The  consumption  of  American  gasoline  in  Canada  this  year  has 
been  greater  than  ever  before.  To  date  the  amount  used  is  •!»  to  "0 
per  cent  larger  than  last  year.  In  an  average  year  the  consumption 
in  Canada  is  about  60,000,000  gallons.  With  an  increase  of  25  pci 
cent  the  consumption  this  year  will  be  about  75,000,000  gallons. 
Throughout  the  period  of  high  prices  gasoline  has  been  cheaper  Li- 
the Province  of  Ontario  than  elsewhere. 

For  purposes  of  comparison  with  Canadian  prices  the  imperial 
gallon  must  be  used  as  a  basis.  This  is  one-fifth  larger  than  the  wine 
gallon,  and  would  bring  the  American  price  to  27.6  cents  per  gallon. 
To  this  must  be  added  the  duty  of  2.5  cents  per  gallon  and  freight 
to  the  amount  of  1.25  cents  per  gallon.  This  would  bring  the  cost  of 
Canadian  gasoline  to  31.35  cents  per  gallon  ex  tank  to  garages.  The 
war  tax  of  7^  per  cent  is  also  levied.  There  are  indications  that 
present  prices  will  go  down  as  a  result  of  poor  weather  and  the  in- 
creased production  of  crude  oil. 
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FSOOVmOH  ASS  ITSES  OF  DTSIAH  TUBMEEIC. 
[Consul  LncIeB  Meniinlnger,  Uadnui) 

Turmeric  {Cureuma  longa)  is  regarded  by  some  botanists  as  $, 
D.ati\'e  of  India,  but  the  Baest  qualities  were  introduced  into  India 
from  China  or  Cochin  China.  The  plant  is  nowadaws  extensively 
cultivated  all  over  India  for  its  rhizomes  (root  stock).  There  are 
two  forms,  the  hard,  highly-colored  rhizome  used  as  a  yellow  dye- 
stuff  and  the  fairly  soft,  pale-colored,  edible  root  that  is  employed 
as  a  condiment. 

With  regard  to  commercial  qualities  an  authority  says  the  Chincao 
and  especially  the  Formosan  turmeric  is  considered  to  be  the  best, 
with  the  Indian  produced  in  Bengal,  Pegu,  and  Madras  ranking 
next.  So  different  are  seme  of  the  forms  of  turmeric  that  it  has  often 
keen  urged  they  must  be  produced  from  botanically  distinct  varieties. 
In  European  trade  the  China,  Madras,  Cochin,  Bengal,  and  Java 
grades  are  recognized.  Cochin  turmeric  is  a  globular  tuber  and 
usually  appears  on  the  market  cut  into  slices.  It  is  edible,  and  is 
jKifisibly  to  some  extent  often  C.  ajigustifoUa  (Indian  arrowroot)  or 
C.  montuna  rather  than  (J.  longa. 

Some  writers  state,  however,  that  the  special  (]ualities  of  the  dye 
rhizome  are  more  a  question  of  age  than  of  specific  distinctions.  If 
left  in  the  soil  f«r  a  longer  pcriml  or  if  dried  and  stored  for  some 
time  before  being  used  the  tubers  assume  the  dye  condition.  Elx- 
ports  to  tlie  United  States  have  been  nearly  all  for  use  as  a  dye. 
Shipments  are  in  two  solid  forms,  either  as  rhizome  "fingers,"  which 
are  Dig,  hard,  and  heavy  pieces  of  root,  or  as  "bulbs,"  a  small,  round 
form.  The  total  exports  to  the  United  States  from  all  ports  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  for  the  six  mtmths  ended  June  80,  1916,  woe 
1,745,924  pounds,  valued  at  $108,733. 

Cultlvatloa  of  Tnrmerlo  la  Xadras  Presllency.' 

The  districts  in  the  Madras  Presidency  where  turmeric  is  chiefly 
cultivated  are  Erode,  Trichinopoly,  Karur  Salem,  Nellore,  Cochin, 
and  Cuddapah.  The  yearly  output  for  the  Presidency  is  estimated 
roughly  at  about  3,000  tons,  but  a  good  deal  of  obscurity  prevails  as 
to  the  production  and  yield  of  tliis  crop.  The  returns  are  given 
in  maunds,  a  measure  that  may  vary  from  82  to  25  pounds;  it  is 
often  not  possible  to  discover  whether  the  figures  refer  to  dry  or 
green  tubers;  and,  lastly,  ignorance  prevails  regarding  the  races  of 
plant  grown. 

In  Coimbatore  it  is  said  that  turmeric  is  grown  with  yams,  maize, 
castor,  etc.,  the  rhizomes  being  planted  on  ridges  in  June  and  July 
and  dug  up  in  March  and  April.  As  a  rule  turmeric  Is  not  grown 
more  tlian  once  in  three  years  and  is  followed  by  ra^ee  and  paddy. 
The  cost  of  cultivation  seems  to  be  about  $38  per  acre  and  the  yield 
from  8,000  to  5,000  pounds  of  prepared  turmeric  (value  $39  to  $65) 
and  6,250  pounds  of  yams  (value  about  $65).  The  plant  occupies 
the  ground  for  nearly  a  year.  When  prepared  as  a  condiment  the 
root  is  called,  in  the  vernacular  (tamil),  manjal,  and  when  prepared 
as  a  dye  it  is  saya  manjal.  xurmeric  is  often  planted  on  land 
where  sugar  cane  grew  the  preceding  year  and  is  deemed  a  meliotat- 
ing  cK^. 
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^letliodt  of  Preparing  the  Bblsome. 

Various  systems  of  preparing  the  rhizome  for  the  market  are  prac- 
ticed. In  Bengal  they  are  cleaned,  stripped  of  the  fibrous  roots,  and 
heated  gradually  in  earthen  pots  the  mouths  of  which  are  carefully 
closed  by  lids.  The  rhizomes  are  thus  stewed  in  their  own  juice. 
Afterwards  they  are  dried  in  the  stm  for  nearly  a  week,  being  pro- 
tected at  night  from  dew.  In  Madras  the  rhizomes  are  boiled  in 
water  and  dried  in  the  sun.  In  the  Punjab  the  drying  is  done  by 
iirtiHcial  heat. 

When  intended  to  be  used  as  a  dye  the  rhizomes  are  boiled  a 
second  time  and  powdered  while  still  wet,  and  a  decoction  is  made 
of  this  paste  with  water.  Formerly  turmeric  dye  was  very  largely 
used  in  India  at  marriage  ceremonies,  but  this  practice  has  consid- 
erably declined  of  late.  On  cei-emonial  occasions  it  was  also  largely 
employed  to  rub  on  the  skin  and  is  so  used  to  this  day. 

Vie  as  a  Bye  and  in  Xedicine  and  Chemistry. 

The  dye  attaches  itself  readily  to  wool,  silk,  or  cotton,  and  mor- 
dants are  rarely  recjuired.  Calcutta  dyers,  however,  obtain  a  bril- 
liant yellow  by  mixing  turmeric  with  carbonate  of  soda.  Tlie  prin- 
cipal use  of  turmeric  in  India  at  the  present  day  is  as  an  auxiliary 
to  such  other  dyes  as  al  (Morinda  (ntrifolia),  safilower  (Carthemiua 
tinctorius) ,  and  lac  {Tachardia),  and  in  the  production  of  shades 
of  green  along  with  indigo.  It  is  still  fairly  largely  employed  in 
calico  printing  and  in  coloring  native-made  paper.  In  Bengal  it  is 
ex'ensively  employed  in  dyeing  cotton  cloths  and  toys  and  other 
articles  of  sola  pith  {/EschyTuymene  aspera).  In  the  United  Prov- 
inces it  is  said  to  be  more  commonly  used  as  a  condiment  than  as  a 
dye,  and  is,  as  a  rule,  grown  along  with  Colocaaia  antigvorum. 

In  Europe  turmeric  is  still  employed  in  dyeing  compound  shades 
of  wool  usually  in  conjunction  with  orchil  (a  purple  lichen  dye  from 
lioccella  tinctoria)  and  indigo  extract.  It  is  rarely  used  on  silk.  In 
medicine  turmeric  is  employed  as  an  aromatic  stimulant,  and  in 
chemistry  to  make  turmeric  paper,  the  latter  being  used  as  a  com- 
mon test  for  alkalis  the  chemical  action  of  which  turns  the  paper 
from  a  yellow  color  to  brown  or  red.  Turmeric  is  also  said  to  be 
em]>loyed  in  the  adulteration  of  mustard  and  to  color  varnishes.  The 
ports  ft>  which  turmeric  is  most  shipped  are  Marseilles,  Genoa,  I^on- 
don,  New  York,  and  formerly  Hamburg  and  Trieste.  As  a  rule  tur- 
meric is  sold  in  Europe  in  powdered  form. 


VESSEL  SUNK  BT  A  WHALE. 

A  i-ei>ort  has  been  made  to  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  that 
aa  June  2,  1916,  while  the  motor  vessel  W.  S.,  of  20  gross  tons,  was 
on  its  way  with  a  cargo  of  general  merchandise  from  San  Diego.  Cal., 
to  Mazatlan,  Mexico,  a  whale  came  up  under  the  vessel  when  it  was 
about  7  miles  west  of  Geronimo  Island,  Mexico,  and  knocked  a  hole  in 
the  craft,  which  filled  so  rapidly  that  it  quickly  sank.  The  crew  t«>ok 
to  the  lifeboat  10  minutes  after  the  accident,  the  water  then  being 
nearly  up  to  the  decks  of  the  vessel,  and  the  men  were  afterwards 

f>icked  up  by  Capt.  M.  W.  Maccree,  of  the  motor  vessel  Ramona.    No 
ives  were  lost. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1146 


COMMERCE   KEPOBTS. 


BUSSIAN  TBABE  OVEB  THE  ASIATIC  FBONTIEBS. 

[Explanatory  Memorandum  of  the  KuRslan  Mlnlst»F  of  Finance  to  the  Draft  Budget  of 

the  Empire  for  1916.] 

In  the  Russian  trade  over  the  Asiatic  frontiers  the  decrease  in 
exports,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  was  observed  principally  on  the 
inland  Transcaucasian  and  the  Caspian  frontier.  In  1914  the  ex- 
ports through  these  frontiers  amounted  to  $23,020,500  (at  the  nor- 
mal exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble),  as  compared  with  $25,- 
904,500  in  1913.  The  greatest  decline  was  in  exports  of  sugar,  cot- 
tons, and  wheat  flour  to  Persia  and  of  sugar,  kerosene,  and  rice  to 
Turkey.  Besides  this,  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  exports  over  the 
Eiust-China  frontier  (Siberia  and  the  Amur),  which  amounted  to 
$8,291,500  in  1914,  as  compared  with"  $9,682,000  in  1913,  and  over 
the  Afghan  frontier,  which  amounted  to  $2,523,500,  as  against  $3,- 
038,500  in  1913.  In  both  cases  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  exports 
was  caused  chiefly  by  the  decline  in  exports  of  cotton  textiles.  A 
slight  increase  is  noticeable  only  in  the  exports  across  the  Persuin 
frontier  from  Central  Asia  ($4,853,500  in  "1914,  as  compared  with 
$4,326,000  in  1913),  and  across  the  Chinese  frontier  from  Central 
Asia  ($5,716,500  in  1914,  as  compared  with  $5,613,500  in  1913). 

The  value  of  the  principal  exports  over  all  the  Asiatic  frontiei-s 
in  1913  and  1914  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

tMfi.flOO 
103.000 
2.360.000 
464  000 
21.270.000 
309  noo 
361.000 
464.000 
979.000 

1914 

ArtfciBi. 

1813 

1914 

Bnttar 

f. 515. 000 
155.00!) 
?. 163.000 
464.000 
18.3.14.000 
309.000 
30».000 
515,000 
618.000 

Maictei 

f4G4.000 
721.000 
10.1.030 
48.000 
361.000 
309.000 
10.970.000 
412,000 

taei  ox 

979.000 

C«raa)3 

OUc:ke 

Sail 

101  000 

Clgarelt«i 

41  W) 

Cotton  textiles 

St-epD 

Hi.W> 

Fbb,  salt  and  smoked 

Otass  manufactures 

Sptiiis  and  vodka 

Sugar  

258.  OBI 
10,SSg.0*) 

3U.m 

Hldei 

Zinc  ore 

lion  manafiicturas 

nuotuations  In  Importo. 

Russian  imports  over  the  Asiatic  frontiers  in  1914  were  distributed 
as  follows:  Western  Chinese  frontier  (into  Central  Asia),  $7,313,000, 
as  compared  with  $6,798,000  in  1913;  eastern  Chinese  frontier  (into 
Siberia  and  the  Amur),  $27,244,000,  as  compared  with  $25,029,000  in 
1913  (including  Irkutsk  and  Tchelyabinsk  inland  customs);  ami 
Pacific  ports,  $17,047,000,  as  compared  with  $14,060,000  in  1913.  The 
greatest  increases  in  imports  were  as  follows:  Western  Chinese 
frontier,  wool,  silk  textiles,  and  cotton;  eastern  Chinese  frontier, 
tea  and  grain;  Pacific  ports,  rice,  tea,  leather  goods,  building  ma- 
terials, copper  and  copper  manufactures,  wire  and  wire  manufactures, 
chemicals,  dyes,  sesame  oil,  bean  oil,  writing  paper,  cotton,  wadding, 
woolen  textiles,  etc.  The  following  imports  showed  decreases:  Over 
the  Caucasian  frontier  the  total  figures  were  $19,570,000  in  1914,  as 
against  $20,291,000  in  1913,'the  decrease  being  principally  in  dried 
fruit  and  nuts ;  over  the  Central  Asian  frontier  imports  declined  from 
$12,875,000  in  1913  to  $10,661,000  in  1914,  the  principal  decreases 
being  in  green  tea,  cattlej  peltry,  dried  fruit,  and  nuts. 

The  value  of  the  principal  imports  over  all  the  Asiatic  frontiers  in 
1913  and  1914  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 
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Articles. 

t913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Can>e'3,  wooloa 

7670,000 

3,657.000 
3, 039.000 

412.000 
7,159.000 

670  000 

670.000 
1.648.000 

155.600 

927.000 
4.481.000 
4,790.000 

155.000 

4«.noo 

721,000 
618,000 

4618,000 

3.245.000 
1,731.000 

361.000 
7.931.000 

567.000 

721.000 
1.908.000  ' 

155.000 

927,000 
3.811.000 
4,996.000 

253.000 

567.000 
721.000 

618,000 

Leitber.Ud  etc 

»4«4.000 
2.884,000 
1.967.000 
1,442.000 
361.000 

3.602.000 
3.605.000 

587.000 

670.000 
1,803.000 

615.000 
16.223.000 

464.000 

f  618  000 

OBtil«  Aoraed: 

Uao'ilnery  and  apparatus. 
Moat,  frejh.           . 

3.0  0.000 

i.nw.ooo 

1,185.000 

SnuU 

Nuts 

Cool 

Oils,  vegetable 

618  000 

Cotton 

Pe;try  isi.eepsltlns,  kare- 

Rice..l";."im!.'.'.".'!!!! 

Cotton  textiles 

3  090  000 

Eap 

4,687.000 

Fish  and  lobstors 

gnlt   ...           

824  000 

Flour 

BeeJs. 

824  000 

Fruit  and  berriu,  iresb. 

62.000 

tailed  etc 

Silk  and  baU-silktextiOi. 
Tei  

773  000 

Frutt,  drIeJ 

16,789.009 
412.000 

Timber 

Bar  and  straw  ancleanel. 

Hides,    dry-mlted,    wet- 

!ialied,aod  raw 

Waddlni;,  h  ydrosooplc 

273.0M 

Wlregoods,lron,a  eel.aod 

oop()er 

361.000 

3,554.000 

206,000 

Iron    

WoM,  unwae:.ed 

Woolens 

4. £84.000 

Iron  SDd  steel  manube- 

tuxes. .................. . 

HDTESAL  STATISTICS  FOB  VAirCOTTTES  ISIAHD. 
[Consul  B.  B.  Moaher,  Victoria,  BrlUali  Celambla,  Canada,  Sept  L] 

The  net  value  of  the  1915  mineral  output  of  Vancouver  Island, 
with  the  exception  of  coal,  is  estimated  at  $900,000  gross.  The  high 
price  of  metufs,  especiall^^  copper,  has  greatly  stimulated  Uie  develop- 
ment  of  prospects  containing  copper  ores.  Shipments  of  copper  ore 
to  the  amount  of  532  tons  were  made  from  one  mine  to  the  Tacoma 
smelter,  and  the  returns  showed  8  per  cent  copper,  with  other  values 
about  50  cents  per  ton. 

There  are  two  large  and  well-equipped  cement  plants,  both  situ- 
ated on  Saanich  Inlet,  Vancouver  Island.  The  Victoria  Portland 
Cement  Co.  is  expected  to  have  an  output  of  about  120,000  barrels  of 
Portland  ciament,  valued  approximately  at  $200,000,  in  the  production 
of  which  about  30,000  tons  of  limestone  and  a  proportionate  ton- 
nage of  clav  were  quarried.  This  year's  output  is  only  about  a 
quarter  of  that  of  1912,  but  is  probably  all  the  market  will  absorb. 
The  Associated  Cement  Co.  made  about  156,000  barrels  of  cement, 
worth  approximately  $265,000,  which  is  not  half  the  company's 
output  for  last  year. 

Output  of  Frodncts  from  Various  Companies. 

■The  Rosebank  Lime  Co.,  Esquimalt,  produced  burnt  lime  to  a  value 
of  about  $20,000.  Sir  John  Jackson  (Ltd.)  quarried,  at  Albert  Head, 
about  $220,000  worth  of  riprap  and  about  $5,000  worth  of  crushed 
rock  for  the  company's  use  in  tne  breakwater  which  it  is  constructing 
for  the  Dominion  Government  at  Victoria.  The  Producers'  Sand  & 
Gravel  Co.  sold  approximately  $55,000  worth  of  sand  and  gravel, 
chiefly  for  use  in  concrete  work.  Of  pottery,  tile,  etc.,  there  was 
produced  during  the  past  year  material  valued  at  between  $55,000 
and  $60,000,  chiefly  by  the  British  Columbia  Pottery  Co.,  whose  plant 
is  situated  in  the  Victoria  District.  In  normal  times  this  district 
produces  a  large  number  of  red  brick,  etc.,  but  it  is  estimated  that 
the  past  year's  production  did  not  exceed  $35,000  in  value,  produced 
chiefly  by  the  Victoria  Brick  Co.,  the  Pioneer  Brick  Co.,  and  the 
Baker  Brick  &  Tile  Co. 
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SPAUr  PROVIDES  F0&  QTJIC£EB  DISTSIBpTIOH  OF  COAL. 

[CoDsal  General  Carl  Batley  Harat,  Barcelona,  Aug.  21.] 

The  scarcity  and  high  price  of  coal  in  Spain  has  led  the  Govern- 
ment to  present  a  law  to  the  Cortes,  the  provisions  of  which,  it  is 
hoped,  will  relieve  the  local  fuel  situation.  Pending  enactment  of 
the  proposed  law  the  Government,  by  royal  order,  puolished  August 
19,  has  made  regulations  adapted  to  overcome  some  momentary  diffi- 
culties. 

It  appears  that  at  Barcelona  there  are  large  numbers  of  cars  loaded 
with  coal  which  have  been  refused  acceptance  by  the  consignees 
owing  to  the  poor  quality  of  the  coal.  This  practically  immobilizes 
cars  absolutely  necessary  in  moving  coal  from  the  mines  to  indus- 
trial centers  of  the  country.  Accordingly,  the  railroads  transporting 
the  coar  will  be  obliged  to  demand  a  certificate  from  the  mine  whence 
the  coal  proceeds  showing  quantity,  to  whom  consigned,  and  by 
whom,  so  that  in  case  it  is  not  of  the  grade  ordered  the  consignee 
may  take  up  the  case  with  the  shipper.  If  the  coal  is  not  discharged 
by  the  consignee  within  12  hours  tne  railroad  company  will  proceed 
to  unload  it  at  the  expense  of  the  consignee,  without  r^ponsibility 
for  loss  or  damage,  unless  this  can  be  attributed  to  bad  faith  or  negli- 
gence of  employees. 

Each  individual  shipment  must  be  kept  separate,  in  order  to  permit 
the  consignee  to  claim  indemnification  from  the  shipper.  If  the 
docks  and  freight  yards  of  the  transporling  company  are  not  large 
enough  to  pennit  of  separately  storing  these  shipments,  more  space 
may  oe  rented  at  the  expense  of  the  consignee.  Each  coal-transpert- 
ing  company  must  reserve  a  certain  number  of  trains  for  coal,  whidi 
they  shall  load  to  the  maximum,  and  they  shall  inform  the  Ministry 
of  Public  Works  within  15  days  as  to  the  number  of  cars  needed  by 
them  for  this  purpose.  In  this. way  it  may  be  arranged,  if  necessaiy. 
for  one  company  to  lease  cars  from  another  that  has  no  immediate  u» 
for  them. 


lEON  ASD  STEEL  BTJSDrESS  IN  RUSSIA. 

[Britlfih  (Gorernment)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Sept.  8.] 

The  British  commercial  attach^  at  Petrograd  has  forwarded  Uie 
following  statistics  showing  the  orders  received  by  the  Kussian 
"  Prodamet "  iron  and  steel  selling  syndicate  during  the  first  si-x 
months  of  1914,  1915,  and  1916: 


Artlclfts.     - 

lan.l-Jooe 
30, 1914. 

Tan.  l-Jone 
30, 1915. 

J»D.l-IlW 

30,WI& 

SiOTltOVll. 

IS).  168 
15S.130 

3«.ies 

71.164 
540,637 

27, 9W 
209. 8» 

Short  Ion: 
149. S4S 
106.034 
83.M3 
61  34« 
537,961 

13.862 
345.341 

Siatlau. 
1U.M 

Girders      ..                            .      ...,, 

H,5» 

2I.W 

14.W 

«B,-U 

BaHs: 

Light 

a,a7 

Heavy 

mw 

Total 

1,227,068 

1,147;93S 

9:^,131 
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ESTIMATES  OP  ISEW  SOMOnCAH  SUGAB  CROP. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  M.  J.  von  KtellnsU,  Santo  Domingo,  Sept.  7.1 

Estimates  of  the  1916-17  sugar  harvest  in  the  Santo  Domingo  con- 
sular district  are  155^31  bags,  or  nearly  18  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the 
production  of  1915-16,  and  280,713  bags,  or  37  per  cent,  above  the 
output  of  1914^15.  Comparative  figures  for  the  three  years  named 
(the  quantities  being  stated  in  bags  of  about  310  pounds  each)  follow : 


EsUtos. 

1914-15 

1915-18 

1916-17 

HACOEIS  DI9tBICT. 

Consvelo 

1M.703 

109.  MX) 

,    100.  MO 

iti.sna 
eo.ooo 

39.000 

B,m. 

21.1.000 
12.5.000 
109.500 
lOA  JOO 
89.000 

eo.ooo 

2TOO0O 

SBnui  Fe 

Angina 

110  noo 

loe.ooo 

QuisqtMya 

90  000 

Oi9h>btil  Colon 

80.000 

Total 

581.203 

882.700 

748.000 

BAMTO  DOHmaO  OISTEICT. 

66.000 

si.oon 

30,«K) 

£9.992 
ai.933 
32.000 
4.  sop 

70.000 

Ilalls 

80.000 

Sbb  Lola 

89.000 

8S.O0O 

ToMl / 

148.000 

158, 425 

245.000 

AnMmia 

lO.OM 

«.aflo 

9.000 

14.659 
10.759 
1I.23S 

15.000 

15.000 

0«aB ; 

12.000 

Total i 

25  084 

3H.*M4 

41.600 

Grand  total , 

752.287 

877. 7W 

1,(133.000 

The  data  for  the  coming  crop  has  been  carefully  compiled  from 
information  obtained  from  the  manngers  or  owners  of  the  several 
estates,  and  past  experience  has  shown  their  estimates  to  be  reliable 
and  conservative. 

Btibstaiitlal  Increases  Expected. 

San  Jose  is  a  new  estate,  and  next  year's  output  will  probably  be 
somewhat  near  its  present  capacity  of  production.  San  Luis  esti- 
mates an  output  about  twice  the  size  of  that  of  1915-16,  which  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  enlarged  area  under  cultivation. 

Azuano,  Cristobal  Colon,  Quisqueya,  and  Italia  estimate  increases 
ranging  from  30  to  40  per  cent.  Smaller  increases  are  expected  on 
the  other  plantations,  and  in  one  instance  even  a  slight  decrease^ 
In  addition  to  the  estates  named  there  is  also  the  new  Macoris  Stigar 
Co.    fSee  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  18,  1916,  p.  235.] 

Sugar  cane  only  is  exported  from  La  Romana  plantation  to  Porto 
Rico,  and  the  entire  output  during  the  season  of  1915-16  amounted 
to  about  140,000  tons.  The  estimate  of  the  new  crop  is  about 
180,000  tons. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  announces  the  publication  by  the 
United  States  ('oast  and  Geodetic  Survey  of  a  new  chart.  No.  578, 
*'  South  Shore  of  Jjong  Island,  Inland  Waters  from  Shinnecock  Bay 
to  Great  Soutli  Bay,"  scale  1-40,000  (1.6  inches  to  the  statute  mile), 
price,  50  cents. 
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CANADA'S  FDf  AHCIAL  JtETUKHS. 

(Monetary  Times  of  Canada,  Sept  8.] 

The  revenue  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31  last  provided  for  the  Government's  expenditures,  includ- 
ing capital  outlay  on  public  works,  railways,  canals,  and  railway 
subsidies;  provided  interest  due  on  account  of  war  loans;  and  ^ve 
$1,830,000  fui-ther  to  apply  on  account  of  war  purposes.  This  is 
shown  in  the  revised  statement  of  revenue  just  issued.  The  total 
revenue  for  the  fiscal  year  was  $172,147,838,  of  which  $121,077,000 
was  collected  through  the  customs  and  excise  duties,  th«  balanw 
being  payments  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  the  post 
office,  public  works  and  railways,  and  miscellaneous. 

The  expenditures  are  as  follows:  Ordinary  account,  $130,350,726: 
war,  $166,197,755;  public  works  and  railways,  $88,566,950;  railway 
subsidies,  $1,400,171;  total,  $336,515,602,  The  total  expenditure 
for  the  12  months  exceeded  the  revenue  by  $164,367,000. 

Increase  in  Revenue. 

Comparing  the  revenue  for  the  five  moatfai  anded  Aogust  31  of 
the  current  fiscal  year  with  those  of  the  previous  fiscri  year,  the 
results  are  as  follows: 


Ittaa. 

Apr.l-Auj5.Sl, 

in&-i«. 

tS5,S20.184 
S,417.074 
6, 689. 779 
6,0.3.863 

Apr.l-Alic.31. 

mc-i?: 

K8, 020,771 
9,770.129 
«,«S0.0(» 
10,442,BI« 

Items. 

Apc.l-Am5.M, 

iau-i£ 

1916-lf. 

lliMdlaiMWK  .... 
Total 

1 

«.««,3g3 

tt,m.m 

Excin 

Post  offlce 

Public  works,  etc. 

CO,  089, 196 

8«,U5,aK 

The  revenue  for  the  current  year  to  date  was  $24,096,000  greater 
than  iji  the  corresponding  five  months  of  1915-16.  The  items  r^ 
resenting  payments  for  services  rendered,  such  as  those  representing 
taxation,  show  such  substantial  gains  that  they  may  be  re^uxled  as 
evidence  that,  despite  the  adverse  effects  of  the  war,  the  volume 
of  business  being  done  is  much  greater  than  that  transacted  13 
months  ago. 
I>eerease  in  Expenditvret. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  two  periods  of  five  months  were 
as  follows:  Ordinary  services,  $38,870,712  in  April- August,  1915-16. 
and  $38,906,257  in  April-August,  1916-17;  public  works,  etc 
$13j330,670  in  the  1915-16  period  and  $8,015,701  in  the  1916-17 
period ;  railway  subsidies,  $567,989  in  the  five  months  of  1916-16  and 
$303,478  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1916-17;  total,  April  1- 
Augiist  31, 1915,  $52,709,371,  and  April  1-August  31, 1916,  $47,285,436. 

The  outlay  on  the  services  noted  during  the  current  year  was 
$5,484,000  less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1915,  and  was 
$36,900,000  less  than  the  revenue.  The  outlay  on  the  war  was 
$76,310,719,  so  that  the  deficit  between  regidar  income  and  total  out- 
lay was  about  $40,000,000. 

During  the  current  fiscal  year,  therefore,  the  revenue  is  providing 
for  all  expenditures  and  about  $7,000,000  a  month  to  meet  war  out- 
lays that  are  now  in  excess  of  $15,000,000  a  month. 
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AHEBICAIT  COirSUIAB  OFFICERS  OE  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  ab.sence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  cf»nfer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  thoir  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Gxplrs- 
tlonof 
venue. 

Address. 

Jewell,  John  F 

Chefoo,  China 

Oct.     1 
...do..... 
Sept.  30 
Ort.    H 
Oct.  ai 
Nov.    1 

Oalena.  III. 

Depart  men!  of  State,  Washlnrton.D.C. 

CIO  University  Club,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Bwielttne,  Ross 

Port  .*  ntonio,  Jamaira 

Kara/-hl.  India 

rolomho,  '"evion 

Havre.  PVan'-e 

St.  Oall,  Swltrerland. . 
Bristol,  England 

l«tni(.  Jsmeg  Oliver 

l.ennard,  Walter  A 

Oslximo,  John  Ball 

Pike,  wjiiiam  I 

Armstront.  John  8 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Da 
laOO  Eutaw  Pla-e,  Baltltnore,  Md. 
C/o  Hallowell  A  Henry,  27  Pine  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Department  ol  State,  Waaldngtoo,  T>.  0. 

Benry,  Frank  Anderson.... 

Msniirsan,  William  W.« 

Oraoey,  Wilbur  T.» 

Ptierio     Plata,     Do- 

mini'tui  RemiMlr. 
Dnrhan.  .Smith  Alrlra. 
Seville,  Spain... 

Oct.     J 

Sept.  30 
Oct.  30 

•ConRul  MaHtetwin  Inform*  the  Rnrmu  that  he  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  26 
to  :{0.  durinx  which  ptrlod  he  will  he  plcaoi-d  to  me<>t  thow  loterreted  In  South  Afrlcaa 
cnnunfrrtnl  matipiM.  ('nmmunltiitloD*  abouM  be  aent  to  the  Bureau's  dhttrlct  offlce, 
Bvnm  40i»   CiiotomhoUBe,  Npw  York  tlly. 

't'onHul  Oraeey  will  br  xlad  in  have  onnferencefi  with  American  exporters  iB  eaatem 
cities  latereated  In  tbe  Speatsb  trade  durlnc  bla  visit  In  tbe  United  States. 


IIEW  SPANISH  BXTSDTESS  FOB  AUEBICAN  FIBMS. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  cooperation  that  exists  between  the  Ameri- 
can Consular  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce is  opening  up  new  foreign  business  for  the  manufacturers  of 
the  United  States  is  well  e.\emptified  in  a  report  from  Consul  Wilbur 
T.  Gracey,  of  Seville,  Spain,  who,  under  date  of  July  27,  writes: 

A  local  hardware  dealer,  who  reoentl.v  visited  the  United  States,  Informed 
riie  apon  his  return  to  Seville  thnt  as  a  result  of  the  consulate's  letters  of  Intro- 
duction to  the  ofllcers  of  the  Depiirtment  of  Commerce  In  New  York  and  else- 
where he  had  heen  plnoed  In  touch  with  Aiuerlcan  hnrdwure  niiinufacturera 
from  whom  he  made  purchases  anHtuntlii);  to  over  $SO,000,  and  that  he  had  con- 
tracted for  a  lar»w  future  supply  of  similar  gomls. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Seville  consulnte  another  local  merchant, 
the  owner  of  a  large  hnzaar,  recently  visited  the  Unlte<l  States.  He,  too,  car- 
ried letters  of  Introduction  to  Department  of  Commerce  offlclals.  He  now  re- 
ports that  during  his  sta.v  In  the  States  he  bought  over  S.'WMKX)  worth  of  goods 
of  the  various  lines  In  which  he  Is  Inlerestefl  from  flruis  with  which  Interviews 
Vere  arranged  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  made 
contracts  for  further  supplies. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAV  OF  FOBEIGN  Aim  DOMESTIC  COHUEBCE. 


DISTRICT  OFFICES. 

NIW  TI>KK|  Boom  40«.  Cantoadonw. 

BOHTON:  1801  Castoaibone. 

CHICiOO:  504  Federal  Balldlag. 

ST.  LOUIS  i  403  Third  Katleaal  Baak  BalldlBic. 

ATLANT^li  SSI  l>ort  OCee  BalMlng. 

XKir  OBLKAK8:  leSS  HIberala  Baak  BalWag. 

8AK  FBAHCIBGOt  S07  Cartoaiheae. 

SIATTLE:  848  Dearj  Bnlldlnf. 


COOPEBATITE  OFHCES. 

CLBVELAirD:  Chamber  of  Oommene. 
aNCIX?IATI:  Chamber  of  Geameree. 
OKCIXNATIi  C  S.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  Ce. 
LOS  IKGELES:  Chamber  of  Commnree. 
FHILADELPHIl:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHlTTANOOfiA:  Soatfe  American  A*eat,  Seeth- 

em  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEd. :  Chamber  ef  Ceauierf*. 
DATTON:  Greater  Daytoa  AsioelaUoa. 
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FOBEIOH  TBASE  OPPOBUnmiES. 

Reserved  oddretses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  Mmtrlet  ofle«a.  Bequot 
for  eacb  opportunity  Rbonld  be  on  a  separate  Bbeet  and  atatr  opportnntty  anaaber. 
Tbe  Bureau  does  not  fumlsb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standlsc 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Drugs,  ohemicaU,  etc..  No.  22502. — h.  firm  in  Spain  informs  an  AmericaD  ecm- 
sular  officer  that  It  wishes  to  imitort  chemical  prodncts,  aniline  dyes,  drags, 
etc.,  on  a  coinmtssiou  basis.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish  w 
French.    Reference. 

Alcohol,  No.  22503. — An  American  consnlar  officer  in  the  United  Kingdom  re- 
ports that  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  consider  ofFers  of  commercial  and 
denatured  alcohol.    Prices  should  be  c.  1.  f.  British  ports.  If  possible. 

Color*  and  farnishci.  No.  22504. — ^A  firm  of  importers  and  exporters  In  Spain 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  is  desirous  of  securing  an 
exclusive  agency  for  the  sale  of  aniline  colors  of  all  kinds,  raw  materials 
to  produce  aniline  colors,  colors  for  mosaic  printing,  colors  and  rarnislies 
for  wood  finishing,  automobiles,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
Keferences. 

Cottonseed  oil.  No.  22505. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Argentina  writes 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  which  is  now  engaged  In  representing  American 
manufacturers  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  edible  products,  etc.,  is  desirous 
of  representing  American  exporters  of  cottonseed  oil.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English. 

Veneers,  No.  22506. — ^The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Canada 
which  desires  to  get  a  list  of  veneer  manufacturers.    The  firm  is  in  tbe 
'  market  for  a  large  quantity  of  birch,  beech,  elm,  or  ash  veneer,  A  Inch 
thick. 

Pliotographic  supplies.  No.  22507. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland 
writes  that  an  established  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  quotations, 
etc.,  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  photographic  i^tes 
and  films.    Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  German. 

Dates  and  figs.  No.  22508. — ^A  company  In  Cuba  writes  the  Bureau  tliat  it 
wislies  to  communicate  with  packers  and  exporters  of  dates  and  dried  fit^ 

Rope,  tuHne,  etc.  No.  22509. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  writes 
that  there  Is  a  great  shortage  of  nianlla  rope,  twine,  fishing  nets,  and  lines, 
and  cotton  and  linen  canvas.  The  names  and  addresses  of  a  niunber  of 
importers  are  transmitted  with  the  report.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Rice,  No.  22510. — A  firm  In  (Milna  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
it  wishes  to  find  a  market  In  the  United  .''tates  for  unpolished  and  poHsbed 
rice.    References. 

Thread  and  twine.  No.  22511. — The  cominerrliil  attach^  of  the  I>eimrtment  of 
Commerce  In  France  tranxinitt:  tbe  name  and  address  of  a  business  man 
In  that  country  who  ilcHhvs  to  represent  American  manufacturers  anO 
exporters  of  hemp  ami  flux  twine,  rupo,  and  thread. 

Condensed  milk,  No.  22512. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  a  company  In  Porto 
Rico  wishes  to  represent  American  exporters  of  condensed  milk. 

Uaehincry,  No.  22513. — An  American  con.'sular  ofHcer  In  Spain  writes  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  mana- 
facturers  of  machinery  for  making  lead  .seals  and  fasteners.  Correspond- 
ence should  be  In  Spanish. 

Church  vestments,  etc..  No.  22514. — A  commission  firm  in  France  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  wishes  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  church  vestments  and  ornaments. 

Xcedlcs,  No.  22515. — An  American  consular  officer  in  French  Indo-C%ina  reports 
that  the  manager  of  an  export  and  import  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to 
1)6  placetl  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  (rf 
hand-sewing  needles. 
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EUBASCK)  IN  TRESCR  COLONIES. 

ICablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Paris,  Sept.  21.] 

A  decree  of  September  14  prohibits  the  eM)ortation  from  French 
colonies  and  protectorates,  except  Tunis  and  Morocco,  of  radioactive 
uranium-bearing  ores.  This  prohibition  is  subject  to  the  usual  ex- 
ceptions. 

LONDON  BANK  TO  OPEN  BSANCH  IN  BELFAST. 

[Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Ireland,  Sept.  G.] 

The  contemplated  opening  of  a  branch  in  Belfast  of  the  London 
City  and  Midland  Bank — which  was  established  in  1836  and  has  a 
subscribed  capital  of  $93,185,400 — has  caused  considerable  interest  in 
local  commercial  and  banking  circles.  Although  premises  have  been 
secured,  it  is  understood  that  the  bank  will  not  commence  business 
until  after  the  war. 

LABOB  CONDITIONS  IN  AHSTEBDAH. 

[Consul   Frank  W.   Mahln,   Amsterdam,   Netherlands,   Aug.   30.] 

A  report  from  the  Amsterdam  trades  union  shows  steadily  improv- 
ing conditions  this  year.  The  membership  was  30,182  on  Januar}'  1 
and  32,479  on  July  1.  The  number  of  unemployed  decreased  be- 
tween those  dates  from  4,996  (of  whom  4,033  were  diamond  workers) 
to  3,748  (of  whom  3,034  were  diamond  workers).  The  number  of 
partly  unemployed  was  650  on  January  1  and  231  on  July  1. 

The  small  percentage  of  unemployment  of  workeis  in  iron  foun- 
dries and  machinery  factories  in  January  had  entirely  disappeared 
in  July.  In  general  building  operations,  unemployment  had  prac- 
tically disappeared  as  regards  carpenters  and  painters  in  July,  but 
conditions  as  to  other  workers  in  thi.s  line  were  still  unfavorable. 
.'Mor-ir,  1153 
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TEA  TBADE  OF  FOOCHOW. 

[Consul  Albert  W.  PontUis,  Foochow,  Cliloa,  Aur.  lO.J 

At  the  commencement  of  1916  there  were  on  hand  in  Foochow 
about  30,000  half  chests  of  congou,  5,000  half  chestj  of  souchong,  and 
53,000  half  chests  of  oolong  tea,  as  against  none  a  year  previoua 
(Half  chest=41  to  53  pounds.)  With  the  exception  of  some  15,000 
half  chests  of  oolong,  practically  all  of  the  stocks  were  cleared  oflf  by 
the  end  of  May.  Almost  all  of  the  oolong  is  shipped  to  the  United 
States. 

New  teas  of  the  first  crop  appeared  in  June,  the  season  being  late. 
The  total  arrivals  showed  that  an  increased  yield  of  20  per  cent  in 
the  fii"st  crop  was  had  in  comparison  with  the  yield  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  market  topened  with  the  high  prices  of  last  year,  but  soon 
dropped  to  the  normal  standard  of  two  years  ago.  .„ 

The  second  crop  proved  more  or  less  of  a  failure  in  the  yield,  and 
the  third  crop  will  likewise  prove  very  short.  The  total  yield  of  the 
first  and  second  crops  will  be  50,000  half  chests  less  than  last  year. 
The  total  stocks  to  date  are  98,000  half  chests  of  congous  and  33,000 
half  chests  of  souchongs.  Stocks  of  pekoes  are  small.  Oolongs 
come  with  the  third  crop,  and,  as  already  mentioned,  the  yield  for 
the  present  season  will  not  be  large. 

High  freight  charges  and  unfavorable  exchange  rates  have  spoiled 
the  trade  for  the  present  season's  teas  to  a  large  extent.  Comparing 
prevailing  freights  with  those  of  a  year  ago,  the  rate  to  Australia 
advanced  from  37s.  6d.  to  54s.  (from  $9.10  to  $13.15) ;  to  LondoOf 
from  70s.  to  110s.  (from  $17  to  $26.75) ;  and  to  New  York,  from  60s. 
to  70s.  (from  $14.60  to  $17).  A  sudden  scarcity  of  shipping  in  July 
soon  sent  the  rate  to  New  York  to  120s.  ($29.20),  but  the  rate  has 
again  dropped  to  70s.  owing  to  the  appearance  of  additional  vessels 
on  this  run. 

Having  reference  only  to  the  quantity  of  tea  (of  both  old  and  new 
crops)  shipped  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1916,  it  is  evident 
that  cargoes  showed  an  actual  increase  of  about  100  per  cent.  Some 
8,000,000  pounds  of  black  tea  and  2,800,000  pounds  of  gi-een  tea  were 
exported  from  Foochow  in  the  first  half  of  the  current  year. 

EXPOETS  OF  COTTON. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  cxjwils  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  September  23,  1916,  at  the  12  prin- 
cipal customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

H.6I3 

0.419 
22.177 
0,700 

Districts. 

BUke. 

Philadelphia 

•:oo 

Virginia 

100 

Now  York           

28.044 

New  UrieADS 

:>5,.i7.s 

Districts. 


[Bate. 


SanFrancisra 1I.5M 

Washington I     *.(B 

Total \l22,tK 


The  exports  of  122,690  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  757,390  bales.  Exports 
of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year  were, 
i-espectively,  129,707  bales  for  the  week  and  437,205  bales  in  the 
cotton  year. 
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IHFBOVED  HONOEONG  IKSFECTION  OF  GOODS  FOB  U.  S. 

[Consnl  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Honskong,  British  China,  Ang.  12.] 

A  notable  advance  in  the  system  of  inspection  of  goods  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  under  American  authority  has  been  suc- 
cessfully inaugurated  at  Hongkong.  While  the  first  purpose  of  tho 
change  is  the  more  perfect  control  of  quarantine  and  health  matters, 
the  system  also  eflFects  improvement  in  the  packing  and  the  condition 
of  goods  bound  for  the  United  States. 

Heretofore  quarantine  and  other  inspection  of  American-bound 
goods  at  Hongkong  has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  ordinary 
disinfection  of  merchandise  of  a  nature  to  carry  disease,  to  the  fiimi- 
gation  of  the  ships  periodically,  and  to  protecting  the  ships  so  far  as 
possible  from  infection  from  rats  and  other  vermin  by  rat  guards 
and  similar  precautions.  It  has  been  realized,  however,  that  so  long 
as  goods  were  brought  to  ships  for  loading  in  lighters  from  the  West 
River  country,  and,  indeed,  from  parts  of  Hongkong,  there  was 
always  danger  of  the  introduction  of  plague  rats  or  of  other  disease 
carriers  from  such  lighters. 

Additional  Preoantton*  to  be  Taken. 

By  agreement  made  with  all  the  steamship  lines  transpoi-ting  goods 
to  the  United  States  it  has  now  been  arranged  that  hereafter  no  goods 
will  be  received  aboard  ships  bound  for  the  United  States,  the  Philip- 
pines, or  other  American  territory  which  hav^  not  been  inspected  by  a 
representative  of  the  Public  Health  Service  and  passed  by  such  repre- 
sentative by  formal  indorsement  on  all  shipping  orders.  The  in^)ec- 
tion  requires  that  all  foodstuffs  shall  be  in  rat-proof  packing;  i.  e., 
in  tight  cases,  barrels,  kegs,  buckets,  cans,  or  in  closely  woven  oaskets 
with  tops  of  wood  or  screening  wire,  and  that  all  cargo  shall  be  so 
packed  as  to  be  rat  proof  so  far  as  possible.  All  cargo  must  also 
come  from  lighters  that  have  been  fumigated  imder  the  direction  of 
the  United  States  Public  Health  Service. 

While  these  requirements  involve  some  additional  time  and  expense 
in  the  handling  of  cargo  for  the  United  States,  the  shipping  com- 

1)anies  have  come  to  feel  that  in  the  long  run  their  patrons  will  be 
)etter  served  by  meeting  them.  American  importers  of  goods  from 
or  through  Hongkong  will  have  less  occasion  for  making  claims  for 
damaged  cargo  and  damage  from  rats  or  other  vermin,  while  expen- 
sive fumigation  or  other  requirements  of  quarantine  and  delay  and 
expense  due  to  questions  of  admission  in  the  United  States  will  be 
minimized. 

FINAITCES  OF  BUENOS  AIBES  FBOVINCE. 

The  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires,  in  a  recent  message 
to  the  Provincial  Legislative  Assembl^y,  presented  a  statement  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Province,  with  a  proposed  budget  for  1S)17. 
The  total  revenues  of  the  Province  for  the  coming  year  arc  estimated 
at  $25,849,639,  and  the  total  expenditures  at  $25,835,155.  The  Gov- 
ernor points  out  that  42  per  cent  of  the  total  revenues  will  be  required 
for  the  interest  and  amortization  of  the  public  debt.  The  River 
Plate  Review  of  August  18  gives  a  list  of  the  internal  and  external 
debts  of  the  Province,  which  reach  a  total  of  $177,330,270. 
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CBOP  COHSITIOirS  IH  THE  BESOEK  DISTSICT. 

ICoDsnl  Clmrli^K  Kormao,  Befsen,  Norway,  Aug.  28.] 

There  is  a  good  hay  crop  in  both  Amis,  and  so  far  as  the  fjords 
are  concerned  the  year  may  be  considered  a  good  average  one.  For 
Yti-e  Sogn  it  is  a  banner  year.  As  the  harvesting  was  favored  by 
good  weather,  the  ijuality  was  also  good.  Those  who  began  harvest- 
ing early  were  less  fortunate  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 
The  aftermath  promises  to  be  very  good.  Since  most  farmers  on 
account  of  the  high  prices  of  fodder  have  reduced  their  stocks  of 
animals,  and  since  the  high  price  of  animals  prevents  the  ^ocks 
being  renewed,  there  will  be  much  hay  for  sale  this  year.  These  facts 
are  presented  in  articles  in  Morgenavisen  and  Annonce-Tidende. 

Especially  in  Sondre  Bergenhus  Amt  early  potatoes  are  produced, 
and  mora  were  grown  than  previously,  but  many  of  them  were  frozen 
after  setting  out  in  the  first  part  of  April.  The  yield  will  therefore 
be  less  than  an  average  one.  For  ordinary  potatoes  it  promises  to  be 
an  ordinary  year  in  the  inner  fjords  and  less  than  an  ordinary  year 
for  the  coast  districts. 

High  Prices  Bring  Xore  Land  into  Cultivation. 

The  hi^  prices  of  grain  (oats,  barley^  176,  and  wheat)  have  caused 
considerably  more  land  to  be  put  in  cultivation  both  in  the  Nordf  jord 
■and  the  Sognef jord,  but  less  in  the  other  fjords;  in  the  coast  dis- 
tricts nothing  beyond  the  ordinary  amounts.  In  those  districts  the 
farms  are  small  and  the  soil  ill  adapted  for  producing  cereal  crops. 
The  damage  that  the  fields  suffered  from  heavj  rain  early  in  Augu^ 
has  now  been  repaired,  and  the  yield  gives  evidence  of  being  a  good 
average.  From  the  south  side  of  the  Sognef  jord  the  promise  is  still 
better.  It  depends  now  only  on  good  weather  for  harvesting  the 
grain. 

Winter  rye  is  especially  promising,  and  the  farmers  in  an  increas- 
ing degree  will  apply  themselves  to  the  cultivation  of  tliis  grain. 

It  is  a  poor  year  for  pears,  apples,  and  plums,  and  there  is  so  little 
fruit  on  the  trees  that  one  must  go  back  several  years  to  find  parallel 
conditions.  This  is  attributed  to  two  causes.  Last  year  was  uncom- 
monly good  for  fruit,  and  experience  has  shown  that  the  year  follow- 
ing a  good  year  will  be  less  productive.  Fanners  say  that  the  trees 
rest  Rain  and  vrind  during  the  blossoming  time  also  did  much  harm. 
In  the  Sognef  jord  the  trees  were  injured  by  insects.  There  have  been 
many  currants  and  cherries,  but  a  reduced  quantity  of  the  other 
kinds  of  berries,  and  especially  few  gooseberries. 

Increase  in  Prodvctton  of  Vegetables. 

The  cultivation  of  vegetables  has  had  a  great  increase  in  both 
Amts,  and  especially  in  the  districts  close  to  Bergen  the  yield  has 
been  very  good.    The  quality  is  considered  exceptionally  fine. 

While  the  outlook  for  the  harvest  is  thus  on  the  whole  very  good, 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  procure  help  on  the  farms.  Harvesting 
hands  demand  in  many  places  6  to  8  crowns  ($1.60  to  $2.14)  per  day 
and  board,  and  girls  demand  up  to  25  crowns  ($6.70)  per  month  and 
board.  It  is  also  very  difficult  to  obtain  working  people,  so  the  fann- 
ers have  been  hampered  to  an  extreme  degree.    This  has  caused  delays 
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in  harvest  work,  and  in  many  places  it  is  impossible  fully  to  culti- 
vate the  farms.  The  result  is  the  more  regrettable,  as  much  higher 
prices  are  being  paid  this  year  for  all  country  produce. 

The  lack  of  help  on  the  farms  has  led  to  procuring  a  quantity  of 
agricultural  machmery  by  which  considerable  labor  can  be  saved. 


COTTON  STAin)A£DS  AVAILABIE  FOS  6B0WEBS. 

In  an  attempt  to  produce  a  more  exact  classification  of  cotton  in 
place  of  the  approximations  to  grades  now  often  employed  in  gin, 
s-tredi,  and  warehouse  sales,  the  Office  of  Markets  and  Rural  Or- 
ganization of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  is  co- 
operating with  the  States  Relations  Service  of  that  department  in 
placing  in  the  hands  of  county  agents  in  the  cotton-producing  sec- 
tions, sets  of  practical  forms  of  the  official  cotton  standards  of  the 
United  States. 

The  forms  are  furnished  only  after  the  agents  have  given  satis- 
factory assurances  that  they  wiU  be  kept  in  a  place  accessible  to 
cotton  growers,  in  the  care  of  a  competent  custodian  who  does  not 
profit  mrectty  from  trading  in  cotton.  More  than  60  sets  already 
have  been  shipped  to  county  agents.  It  is  expected  that  more  than 
100  will  soon  be  placed  in  this  way.  Each  set  of  the  practical  forms 
consists  of  the  nine  grades  of  white  cotton.  They  remain  the  prop* 
erty  of  the  United  States  Government.  In  arranging  for  the  keep- 
ing of  the  standards  in  the  counties,  such  agencies  as  banks,  chambers 
of  commerce,  boards  of  trade,  and  stores  whose  proprietors  do  not 
trade  in  cotton,  have  been  approved. 

It  is  believed  that  the  presence  of  a  set  of  the  practical  forms  in 
each  county,  where  farmers  may  examine  and  become  familiar  with 
them,  will  be  a  valuable  educative  force  in  grading. 


coNDinoir  OF  egtftian  cotton  cbop. 

The  Alexandria  Greneral  Produce  Association  issued  its  monthly 
crop  report  for  Egyptian  cotton  under  date  of  September  4,  1916. 
The  statement  of  conditions  in  Lower  Egypt  and  in  Upper  Egypt 
and  Fayoum,  as  quoted  from  this  report  by  the  Textile  Mercury,  of 
Manchester,  England,  is  as  follows: 

Lower  Egypt. — Weather  during  August  somewhat  refreshed.  There  have 
been  some  damp  nights;  nevertheless  the  cotton  plants  have  progressed  satis- 
factorily. The  few  foggy  mornings  already  reported  had  no  serious  result  for 
the  crop.  Bollworm  and  pink  worm  continue  to  cause  some  damage;  opinions 
greatly  differ  as  to  amount  of  pods  damaged,  which,  however.  Is  higher  than  the 
previous  month.  Water  irrigation  aboundant;  Irrigation  effected  normally.  How- 
ever, there  have  been  some  cases  of  cultivators  who  have  irrigated  land  too 
copiously,  causing  falling  of  pods.  BMrst  picking  will  begin  in  a  few  days  and 
will  become  general  between  September  10  and  15 — in  advance  of    1915.' 

Upper  Egypt  and  Fayoum. — ^The  temperature  has  been  somewhat  cooler  than 
before ;  however,  this  did  not  hinder  the  normal  development  of  tlie  cotton  plants. 
Bollworm  and  pink  worm  reported  in  greater  quantity  thnn  last  month.  The 
damage  caused  seems  of  little  Importance.  In  some  districts  falling  of  pods 
reported,  owing  to  local  climatic  conditions.  First  picking  already  bcgim  an>J 
will  become  general  in  a  few  days.  Water  irrlgatlton  abundant.  Irrigation 
effected  normally  except  in  a  few  cases. 
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NOTES  FEOK  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaiu,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Austiolla,  Aag.  23.1 
Hew  Commonwealth  Bank  Buildintr  in  Sydney. 

The  new  central  banking  room  of  the  Bank  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Australia  was  officially  opened  on  August  22.  It  is  housed  in 
tlie  bank's  now  lO-stonr  building,  the  construction  of  which  was 
begun  in  1913.  This  Duilding,  which  occupies  one  of  the  most 
prominent  sites  in  Sydney  and  is  the  city's  nearest  approach  to  a 
'•  skyscraper,"  is  built  of  steel  and  concrete  faced  with  Australian 
sandstone  and  granite  and  is  thoroughly  modem  in  both  design  and 
furnisliings.  The  ground  on  which  the  structure  stands  cost  $500,- 
000;  the  contract  price  for  the  building  was  over  $800,000. 

This  new  building  contains  not  only  the  head  offices  of  the  Ckun- 
monwealth  Bank,  but  the  Savings  Bank  Department  as  well.  The 
present  number  of  savings  depositors  is  289,815,  with  balances  &f^re- 
gating  $47,023,422.  This  central  bank  has  36  branches  in  the  Com- 
monwealth and  2,684  savings-bank  agencies.  The  aggregate  balance 
pheet  as  published  last  June  was  approximately  $200,000,000.  The 
staff  comprises  G84  people — 568  men  and  116  women. 

Baflway  and  Tramway  Ketnrns. 

,  The  official  report  of  the  New  South  Wales  Railways  and  Tram- 
wavs  Commissicn.  just  published,  shows  a  deficit  for  the  twelvemonth 
ended  June  30,  1916,  of  $668,934.  The  deficit  of  the  railways  was 
$1,(388,874,  while  the  tramways  made  a  profit  of  $419,940.  In  1914-15 
the  profit  for  the  combined  services  amounted  to  $325,102. 

A  number  of  railway  extensions  are  under  construction,  while 
others  have  been  authorized.  In  consequence  of  the  war,  and  owing 
to  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  supplies,  the  improvements  have  not 
been  advanced  as  rapidly  as  desired,  especially  the  proposed  steel 
l)ridge  connecting  Sydney  with  the  North  Shore,  the  installation  of 
electricity  on  suburban  lines,  and  the  construction  of  tlie  Sydney  un- 
derground railway. 

The  total  earnings  of  the  tram  lines  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
191C,  were  $5,799,057.  During  that  year  292,021,774  passengers  were 
carried  on  the  tram  lines,  as  compared  with  289,282.845  in  1914-15; 
the  steam  railways  carried  92.850.838  passengers,  against  88,774,451. 
No  passengers  were  fatally  injured  by  accident  to  trains. 


Prince  Edward  Island  Exports  to  the  TTnited  States. 

Consul  William  A.  Pierce,  at  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward 
Island,  reports  that  the  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  current 
year  to  September  1  are  about  equal  to  those  for  the  whole  year  1914 
and  exceed  by  about  $100,000  those  of  the  year  1915.  If  the  increased 
rate  of  exportation  for  1916  is  consistently  maintained  until  the  eiid 
of  the  year  the  total  exports  to  the  United  States  will  exceed  $500,000. 
The  laVger  exports  for  1916  consisted  of  lobsters  and  fox  skins.  The 
American  markets  have  taken  most  of  both  of  these  leading  products 
of  the  island. 
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THE  OEBUAN  BEEKEEPINa  INDUSTBT. 

[Vice  Consul  Ernest  L.  Ires,  Brcolati,  Aug.  28.] 

The  German  beekeeping  industry  dates  back  to  the  beginning  of 
the  thirteenth  century  and  at  that  time  was  especially  important 
nround  the  city  of  Nuremberg,  where  there  were  large  forests  and 
tracts  of  heather  and  cranberry  bushes  which  were  considered  ideal 
for  beekeeping.  During  the  thirteenth  century  the  "Imperial  Bee 
Garden  "  was  established  at  Erlangen. 

The  gathering  of  honey  was  at  first  confined  wholly  to  the  wild 
pixtduct  found  in  the  forests,  but  as  the  industry  gained  in  im- 
portance hives  of  various  kinds  were  constructed  and  put  into  use, 
and  bees  gradually  became  domesticated.  About  the  year  1300  there 
were  92  bee  farms  in  and  around  27  villages  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Nuremberg.  Beekeepers  were  under  the  protection  of  the  law  and 
had  to  pay  a  special  money  tax  to  the  authorities  or  its  equivalent  in 
honey. 

Honey  the  Only  Sweetening  in  Early  Times. 

Beekeeping  was  especially  important  as  hcmey  was  the  only) 
sweetening  stufiF.  Besides  wine,  sour  honey  water,  called  "Met," 
was  much  in  favor  and  was  expK>rted  to  Constantinople  and  Palestine. 
Beeswax  was  the  only  material  used  for  making  candles  for  the 
church.  It  was  also  used  for  wax  writing  tablets,  plasters,  etc.  A 
swarm  of  bees  commanded  a  high  price  at  that  time,  as  it  is  known 
from  an  ancient  document  that  a  beehive  was  sold  for  3  gulden 
while  a  cow  cost  only  5  gulden. 

Later,  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  with  the  clearing 
of  the  forests  and  the  cutting  up  of  the  wooded  tracts  into  farms, 
beekeeping  began  to  lose  its  importance  as  an  industry.  Honey  was 
imported  from  abroad,  "Met"  was  replaced  by  beer  (the  districts 
of  important  "Met"  production  became  the  centers  for  beer  brew- 
ing), and  other  sweetening  stuffs,  such  as  cane  sugar,  were  introduced. 

Present  Status  of  the  Industry. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  present  yearly  production  of  honey  and 
wax  in  Germany  has  a  value  of  $5,000,000  to  $7,000,000.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  number  of  beehives  and  their  value,  according 
to  the  census  of  December  2,  1912 : 


Pistrlcts. 

Number. 

Value. 

Sflesb 

188.160 
l,J<09.SRe 
3,636,337 

S1.03o.  ilS 

6,?JK  fi67 

Tntfti  all  Oormanv...... ......■••••>-.......•...•••••>••>>>>•-««........•■ 

IS,  470.(100 

According  to  the  Statistische  Jahrbuch  f  iir  den  Preussischen  Stant, 
published  in  1915,  $6,021  was  transferred  from  the  general  fund  for 
the  promotion  of  agriculture  to  the  Silesian  beekeepers  in  1913,  as 
against  $10,448  to  East  Prussia  and  $190  to  the  Khine  Province. 

*'  Wandering  Carts  "  for  Transporting  Bees. 

German  apiarists  keep  their  bees  in  wooden  hives  of  different  kinds. 
The  enlargeable  wooden  hive  with  movable  combs  and  separate  pai'ts 
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for  breeding  and  storing  purposes  are  preferred  now.  To  make  bee- 
keeping more  profitable,  it  lias  been  suggested  that  beekeepers  travel 
■with  their  hives  to  districts  of  good  meadows  and  few  bees.  Cheap 
freight  rates  are  granted  to  apiarists,  and  it  is  known  that  everv  year 
about  375,000  beenives  are  transported  in  special  trains  to  the  neaths 
near  Luneberg  and  Oldenburg. 

Special  "  wandering  carts  "  have  been  invented  which  have  a  row 
of  hives  on  either  side,  the  space  in  the  middle  of  the  cart  being  used 
to  store  separators  and  other  necessary  equipment.  These  carts  are 
mounted  on  four  wheels  and  are  drawn  by  men  or  horses. 

Beekeepers  complain  of  the  competition  of  cheap  foreign  honey, 
artificial  honey,  and  honey  powders,  which  are  sold  at  very  low 
prices.  (At  the  present  time  about  200  factories  are  manufacturing 
artificial  honey  and  honey  powders  in  Germany.) 

Beekeepers'  Societlet— lannwM. 

The  beekeepers  have  their  own  societies  throughout  the  country 
and  hold  regular  meetings.  In  1914  it  was  decided  to  unite  all  soci- 
eties in  one  large  union,  with  branches  throughout  Germany.  The 
general  union  has  suggested  that  a  law  be  enacted  which  protects 
beekeepers  against  the  competition  of  foreign  honey  of  inferior 
quality.  They  also  want  to  propose  a  law  against "  foul  brood,"  such 
as  already  exists  in  some  other  countries. 

For  the  benefit  of  beekeepers  the  society  established  a  bee  garden 
at  Koenigsberg,  East  Prussia,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Government, 
This  garden  serves  also  for  experimenting. 

There  are  insurance  companies  for  the  be^eepers,  one  of  which  is 
very  popular  in  North  and  Middle  Germany.  Beehives  are  insured  at 
3  pfennigs  (0.7  cent)  per  hive  and  per  year. 

Import*  of  Homey  and  Artiflelal  Honey. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  honey  and  artificial 
hon^  imported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1913  and  1914  and  the 
chief  supplying  countries: 


Imported  (rom— 

Jaaaaiy  to  lone— 

finported  tram- 

Janoaiy  to  iimr— 

mi 

1914 

ins 

N14 

United  States 

Poumi,. 
440.082 
337.748 
3SS.030 
210. 7l« 
670.  U4 

1.477.638 
.UKJI8S 

Pound*. 
406.751 
210. 7  W! 
2I2.0..4 
296,008 

.   s«;.4t« 

1,609.323 

Mexico 

204. 7SS 
260.  IM 

PauKds. 

?n.4SI 

Hawaii 

UaiU 

s».en 

Tot^qoantltr   tan- 

British  West  ladies 

4J73.730 
»a.l7S 

ChUe 

4,e4.5IS 

Cuba 

Domlnicaa   RapuUic 

Total  v«toe„..__.. 

mm 

Exports  of  German  honey  and  artificial  honey  amounted  to  2,615,- 
100  pounds  in  the  first  six  months  of  1913,  value  $97,342,  and  to 
2,445,124  pounds,  value  $87,584,  in  January-June,  1914. 

Furchaset  of  Foreign  Wax  and  Comb. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  into  Germany  of  the  crude 
wax  of  bees  and  other  insects  and  of  combs  witiliont  honej  during 
the  first  half  of  1913  and  1914  and  the  principal  countries  of  origin: 
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Iiuiiortod  from— 


France 

c.ttai  Britain 

Italy , 

Notterlandi , 

-\a"!tria-Uunf,ary...., 

Ponufntl , 

gpain 

TtirVeT 

Aby<«nia , 

Brftisli  East  A'rlca.., 
Oomian  East  Africa., 
^ladtgwmf 


Jantiary  to  June  - 
1913  l911 


64,013 
C0.8H8 
126. 7M 
1«.29'< 
36.X17 
144.  »M 
108.027 

2S6.0n8 

W.C59 

:oi.so9 

233. 4«9 


Povndn. 
a).48G 
14.551) 

Cfl.WX) 

l4.:«o 

74.286 
309.306 
129, 191 

04.437 
412.M4 

3,<>.054 
317.243 
3iB,9D 


Iiniun-tcd  from 


Morocco 

PortU|;\i(!.<:6  Ka'st  Africa 

PortUKUoso  West  Africa  . . . 

Britb;i  India 

Brazil 

CbOe 

Cobo  

Dominican  Republic 

Total    quantity   Im- 

portod    

Total  value 


Janu,iry  to  Juno— 
1913  1914 


Poitrdt. 

80.24.') 

13S.S91 

111,994 

231.920 

66.359 

72.  .132 

209.219 

205,471 


2,S45.S75 
tt<29,906 


Pounft. 

93.917 
1 1.1, 720 
1.13.442 
311.613 
13S.009 

19.842 
149.2.'a 
163.883 


3.219.608 
11.049.580 


The  exports  of  German  wax  and  empty  combs — which  went  mainly 
to  Austria-Hungary  and  Russia — totaled  1,637,373  pounds,  value 
$538,594,  and  2,456,368  pounds,  value  $876,078,  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1913  and  1914,  respectively. 

Honey  imported  in  beehives  with  living  bees — brought  chiefly  from 
the  Netherlands— amounted  to  6,393  pounds,  value  $714,  in  the  first 
six  months  of  1913,  and  to  19,180  pounds,  value  $1,904,  duriag  the 
like  period  of  1914. 

Trice*  of  Oermaa  Prodnet. 

There  are  numerous  ways  of  separating  the  honey  from  the  comb, 
but  the  centrifugal  process  is  considered  the  most  satisfactory  and 
practical,  as  the  honey  won  by  this  method  is  pure,  being  free  from 
other  ingredients,  and  the  empty  combs  with  the  frames  may  be  used 
again.  This  particular  honey  is  known  as  "  Schleuderhonig,"  and 
ordinarily  retails  at  24  cents  a  pound. 

The  present  price  of  honey  is  about  65  cents  a  pound.  This  ex-' 
traordinary  increase  in  price  is  mainly  due  to  the  very  poor  honey 
harvest  of  the  spring  and  summer  of  1915  and  1916  and  to  a  falling 
off  in  imports.  Beekeepers  state  that  the  humidity  in  May  was  very 
favorable  for  the  growing  of  grain  and  grass,  but  affected  consider- 
ably the  gathering  of  honey.  Apiarists  in  North  Germany  hope 
that  a  rich  heather  blossom  will  enable  the  bees  to  increase  the 
production. 

Criticism  of  Methods  of  Collecting  tlie  Honey. 

As  previously  mentioned,  large  quantities  of  honey  have  been 
imported  from  America.  Beekeepers  complain  of  the  competition 
of  this  honey,  which  is  sold  at  very  low  prices  on  account,  as  is 
claimed,  of  its  "  inferior  quality."  It  is  stated  that  honey  in  wooden 
tubs  is  imported  by  wholesale  dealers  at  a  price  of  $3.80  to  $4.75  per 
110  pounds.  Adding  the  costs  of  packing  and  transportation,  it  can 
be  retailed  at  $0.10  to  $0.13  per  pound.  This  low  price  is  said  to  be 
due  to  the  methods  of  collecting  the  honey  in  the  countries  of  origin, 
the  swarm  being  killed  by  sulphuric  acid;  this  affects  the  aroma  oi 
the  honey,  which  is  also  contaminated  by  the  corpses  of  bees, 
chrysalises,  and  other  impurities',  whereas  German  honey  is  won  by 
the  centrifugal  process.  Further,  the  German  product  is  usually 
packed  in  glass  jars  and  cans.  Recently  tubes  containing  one-eighth 
to  one-half  a  pound  have  been  much  in  use.    Wooden  tubs  are  not 
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considered  practical  for  the  transportation  of  honey,  since  wood  is 
said  to  spoil  the  flavor. 

The  best  honey  imported  from  the  United  States  is  packed  in  tin 
canisters  containing  about  55  pounds,  two  canisters  being  usually 
packed  together  in  a  wooden  box.  Honey  from  South  America  is 
imported  in  tubs  of  165  to  220  poimds. 

Cnstonary  Term*. 

Tlie  usual  purchasing  conditions  ai-e  c.  i.  f.  Hamburg  or  Bremen, 
cash  in  marks  upon  delivery,  with  a  12  per  cent  allowance  for  tare, 
though  the  selling  terms  in  Germany  are  generally  60  to  90  days  with 
2  per  cent  discount  for  cash  payment. 

Breslau  dealers  are  desirous  of  getting  in  touch  with  American 
exporters  and  of  making  direct  purchases.  They  suggest  that  the 
following  changes  be  made  with  regard  to  terms  of  sale: 

1.  Beat  tare  should  be  allowed  instead  of  percentage  tare,  as  during 
the  summer  months  the  honey  tends  to  ferment  and  therefore  the 
kegs  may  be  only  partly  filled,  the  purchasers  thereby  encounterkig 
a  loss  which  they  claim  is  greatly  to  their  disadvantage. 

2.  American  exporters  quoting  prices  should  quote  per  pound  or 
kilo  (kilo=2.2046  pounds)  instead  of  per  gallon,  as  noney  is  sold 
perpound  or  kilo  in  Germany. 

Water  traffic  from  Hamburg  and  Bremen  is  conveni^at  and  rates 
are  reasonable  for  this  class  of  goods,  especiaUy  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  the  present  rate  being  $0,127  per  100  pounds  from 
Hamburg. 


COHHEBCIAL  ASJ)  AOSIGULTUBAL  COOFEBAUOH. 

An  address  on  agricultural  and  commercial  cooperation  was  deliv- 
ered yesterday  before  the  Association  of  Commercial  Organization 
Secretaries,  in  session  nt  Cleveland,  Ohio,  by  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture D.  F.  Houston.  He  emphasized  the  need  that  business  men 
should  give  increased  attention  to  agriculture  and  rural  life,  and 
that  their  constructive  interest  and  support  should  be  enlisted  for 
the  improvement  of  conditions  in  the  coimtry  districts.  He  said  in 
the  course  of  his  address: 

Tliere  are  many  things  that  commercial  organizations  and  business  men  may 
well  consider.  Kach  urban  community  might  well,  in  cooperation  with  leaders 
iu  the  surrounding  districts,  undertalce  a  careful  survey  for  the  purposes  ol 
Iwtter  production  and  better  organization..  It  may  assist  In  the  securing  of  a 
sood  county  agent  where  there  is  none  and  effectively  cooperate  with  him. 
Busines.s  men  and  business  organizations  may  help  work  out  better  wholesale' 
and  retail  markets  for  farm  products,  farmers'  community  buildings  may  be 
planned  and  established,  and  good  roads  radiating  Into  the  back  country  may 
!)o  proraote<l  to  mutual  advantage.  Bankers  In  many  parts  of  the  country  may 
iip  brought  to  see  that  by  their  wise  use  of  credit  will  be  determined  the  qnes- 
ilon  whetlier  or  not  the  rural  districts  shall  have  a  well-balanced,  prosperous 
agriculture.  In  some  States  the  banking  associations  have  effectively  organized 
state  committees,  composed  of  a  member  from  each  county,  for  the  betterment 
•)f  rural  life.  A  peculiar  opportunity  is  afforded  for  the  sympathetic  and  con- 
structive assistance  of  the  banker  and  the  business  man  in  connection  with  the 
inauguration  of  the  farm-loan  act  and  the  formation  of  looil  associations  and 
ill  tlie  furtherance  of  cooperation  among  farmers  for  the  betterment  of  intNlOC- 
ion  and  marketing. 
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SIAH  ACTIVE  IN  OABE  OF  P1TBIIC  HEALTH. 

[Vice  Consnl  Carl  C.  naDscn,  Bangkok,  July  21.] 

For  manv  years  the  Siamese  Government  has  taken  special  inter- 
est in  perfecting  medical  and  sanitary  arrangements.  A  notable 
advance  was  achieved  by  the  completion  of  the  Bangkok  waterworks, 
which  made  available  for  public  use  pure  water  filtered  by  an 
American  system  of  sand  filters.  Two  large  and  well-equipped  Gov- 
ernment hospitals  have  also  been  opened  for  public  service  within 
the  past  two  years.  A  vaccination  campaign  against  smallpox  is 
now  oeing  extended  throughout  the  country. 

At  the  Royal  Medical  College  a  prominent  medical  teacher  from 
the  United  States  has  been  added  to  the  faculty,  and  two  other 
American  doctors  are  lecturers  in  the  college,  the  president  of  which 
is  now  on  a  visit  to  the  Philippine  Islands  for  the  purpose  of  study- 
ing American  medical  teaching  and  the  system  of  public  health  car- 
ried out  there.  The  sanitary  department  has  recently  secured  the 
services  of  two  expert  medical  men  from  the  United  States.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  have  lately  visited  Siam. 
Large  Amount  of  Literature  EeeelTtd. 

In  response  to  an  article,  "  Scientific  instruments  for  Siam,"  pub- 
lished in  CoMJiBRCE  RfipOttTa  of  February  2,  1916,  catalogues  and 
other  literature  to  a  large  amount  have  been  received  from  American 
manufacturers  of  such  appai'atus.  The  literature  was  filed  in  the 
commercial  reading  room  attached  to  this  consulate  and  trade  lists 
giving  an  outline  of  the  catalogues  and  the  names  of  the  firms  were 
widely  distributed.  As  a  result,  the  reading  room  was  visited  by 
a  large  number  of  dealers  and  other  interested  persons,  who  an- 
nounced their  intention  to  place  substantial  orders  for  goods  with 
the  firms  represented. 

CUBAN  DfFOBTS  OF  EGH3S  INCBEASE. 

(Consul  Edward  A.  Uow,  St.  Stpphcn.  New  Brunswick,  C'uoada,  Sept.  14.] 

The  Special  representative  of  New  Brunswick  in  Cuba  repoits 
upon  the  increased  importation  of  eggs  into  Cuba,  notwithstanding 
the  Cuban  Government's  efforts  to  increase  domestic  production. 
As  a  means  to  this  end  practical  work  has  been  carried  on  at  ex- 
periment stations,  and  lectures  and  printed  matter  have  been  used 
to  show  farmers  the  advantages  to  themselves  and  to  the  island  of 
raising  more  chickens  and  increasing  the  production  of  eggs. 

In  1915  Cuban  imports  of  eggs  amounted  to  more  than  5,500,000 
dozen,  of  which  about  99^  per  cent  came  from  the  United  States. 
The  consumer  pays  high  prices,  sales  being  now  made  at  48  cents  for 
home  products  when  fresh,  and  at  35  to  40  cents  per  dozen  for  im- 
portetf  eggs.  Nearly  all  eggs  arrive  via  the  new  car  ferry,  in  refrig- 
erator cars,  chiefly  from  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  and  other  western 
points. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  shows  a  personal  interest  in  egg 
production.  His  model  farm  near  Habana  has  about  5,000  chi<'k('ns 
ready  for  market  and  a  daily  production  of  about  60  dozen  eggs. 

[Article  on  tlie  Cuban  markets  for  ppRs  ami  poultry  were  published  In  roii- 
MEBCE  Rkport.s  for  Dec.  14,  1915,  and  Aug.  10,  1916.] 
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POBT  BEGUIATIONS  AND  CHABGES  IH  CUBA. 

[Consul  Ilenr;  M.  Wolcott.  detailed  as  rice  consul,  nabana.  Sept  8.] 

Foreign  vessels  entering  Cuban  ports  pay  tonnage  dues  at  the  rate 
of  10  cents  per  net  ton,  the  total  dues  collected  in  any  one  year  not  to 
oxceed  $1  per  net  registered  ton.  The  following  vessels  are  exempt 
from  the  pa3mient  of  tonnage  dues : 

SIilps  belonging  to  a  foreign  neutral  Government  and  not  dedicated  to  com- 
merce. 

Yachts  betonglnK  to  an  organized  yacht  club  of  a  foreign  nentral  nation. 

Ships  entering  Cuban  ports  on  account  of  stress  of  weather  or  for  otlier  causes 
beyond  their  controL 

Vessels  entering  any  port  of  entry  of  Cuba  are  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  following  port  improvement  dues:  Each  steamer  on 
entry,  $8.50;  each  sailing  vessel  on  entry,  $4.25;  for  each  ton  of  cai^ 
discharged  frcHn  a  steamer,  $Oi25;  for  each  Um  of  cargo  discharged 
from  a  sailing  vessel,  $0.125 ;  for  each  (on  of  coal  discharged  fnHU  a 
steamer,  $0.125 ;  for  each  ton  of  coal  discharged  from  a  sailing  ves- 
sel, $0.10. 

Beqairements  for  Pilotage  and  for  landing  Cargo. 

The  maximtmi  for  pilotage  from  sunrise  to  sunset  is  $34.  Pilotage 
is  doubled  at  night.  It  is  compulsory  to  take  a  pilot.  The  rate  is  the 
same  inward  and  outward.  For  moving  ships  in  the  harbor  the 
charge  is  one-half  of  the  regular  pilotage  mwara  or  outward. 

The  docks  at  which  cargo  may  oe  landed  are :  The  Port  of  Habana 
Docks;  Muelles  y  Almacenes  de  Atares  (Atarfe  Wharf  &  Ware- 
house Co.) ;  Almacenes  de  Deposito  de  la  Habana,  conmumly  known 
as  '*  San  Jose  "  Docks ;  Habana  C^itral  Docks. 

Should  a  vessel  not  go  to  the  dock,  but  discharge  cai^o  into 
lighters,  the  lighterage  is  for  the  account  of  the  steamer  at  a  cost  of 
from  80  cents  to  $1,  American  currency,  per  IJOOO  kilos  (kilo=2.2 
pounds),  and  upon  discharge  of  the  cargo  at  a  public  wharf  the 
cost  of  assorting  and  separation,  including  tally  clerks,  is  approxi- 
mately 20  cents  per  1,000  kilos.  Lighters  are  plentiful  in  the  harbor 
of  Habana,  and  arrangements  may  be  made  for  them  to  reach  the 
steamer's  side  immediately  upon  dropping  anchor. 

Tu^  are  not  necessary  for  docking  steamers,  except  when  the 
wind  is  exceptionally  strong.  The  charge  for  the  services  of  a  tug 
in  connection  with  docking  a  vessel  is  from  $40  to  $50,  and  tug- 
boats are  always  available.  As  there  are  no  strong  currents  or  tides 
in  the  port  of  Habana,  vessels  may  usually  go  to  and  from  the  dock 
at  any  time  without  difficulty. 

Stevedoret,  Presh  Water,  Coal,  and  Xaaifests. 

The  charge  for  stevedores  is  usually  about  28  cents  per  1,000  kilos, 
but  if  the  steamer  goes  to  the  dock  stevedores  are  furnished  there, 
and  the  cost  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  this  rate.  Wages  of  steve- 
dores are  about  $2.50  a  day  on  board  steamer  or  $2  on  the  dock. 
Work  for  overtime,  or  between  5  p.  m.  and  6  a.  m.,  is  subject  to  double 
charge. 

The  cost  of  fresh  water  f.  o.  b.  steamer  is  $1.25  per  ton.  A  good 
<Hmlity  of  coal  is  always  available  at  Habana.     There  are  three 
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coal  companies  in  the  city.  Vessels  must  bring  an  original  and 
extra  copy  of  the  ship's  manifest,  certified  by  the  Cuban  consul  at 
port  of  departure.  Passenger  lists  must  be  in  quadruplicate,  in 
accordance  with  the  prescribed  form. 

[A  list  of  coal  companies  in  Habana  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
roi-eign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Copies  of 
the  printetl  tariffs  of  cliarges  of  the  Port  of  Habana  Docks  Co.  and  of  the 
Muelles  y  Almacenes  de  Alarms  (Atar6s  Wharf  &  Warehouse  Co.)  may  be 
infected  at  the  same  offices.    Uefer  in  each  instance  to  flle  No.  80282.] 


BECOBD  SmPHENTS  OF  OIL  FSOH  TAMFICO. 

[CoDRul  Claude  I.  Dawson,  Tampico,  Mexico,  Aug.  7,1 

Declared  exports  of  crude  oil  and  petroleum  products  from  the 
Tampico  district  to  the  United  States  m  August  amounted  to  2,115,- 
082  barrels,  against  1,578,827  barrels  in  July,  an  increase  of  536,255 
barrels,  or  34  per  cent.  Tampico  shipped  1,502,238  barrels,  Tuxpam 
612.844  barrels  in  August,  compared  with  1,093,339  and  485,488  bar- 
rels, respectively,  in  July. 

Shipments  to  points  other  than  the  United  States  were  reported 
as  159,632  barrels  from  Tampico  and  598,225  from  Tuxpam.  The 
gross  shipments  from  the  district  therefore  reached  2,872,939  barrels, 
against  the  July  total  of  2,548,178  barrels. 

The  Tampico  movement  included  111,000  barrels  of  distillate, 
28,539  of  naphtha,  71,000  of  reduced  crude,  58,000  topped  crude,  and 
81.582  of  fuel  oil.  Crude  oil  only  was  shipped  from  Tuxpam:  but 
it  should  be  explained  in  thi?  connection  that  shipments  from  Tux- 
pam to  Puerto  Mexico  are  usually  transfers  from  the  producing  to 
the  manufacturine  b»'anch  of  the  same  concern  for  subsequent  expor- 
tation in  altered  form. 

DECLABED  EZFOBTS  FBOH  BI6A  IN  1916. 

[Consul  Douglaa  Jenkina,  Riga,  RuBsIa,  July  25.] 

Merchandise  declared  at  the  Riga  consulate  for  export  to  the 
United  States  in  1915  amounted  to  only  $23,436,  as  compared  with 
$7,128,564  in  1914  and  $15,849,128  in  1913.  The  shipments  in  1915 
were  made  early  in  that  year  and  consisted  solely  of  furs  sent  by  post 
at  full  rates,  and  books  valued  at  $1^573.  This  consulate  has  not  been 
called  upon  to  certify  an  invoice  smce  April,  1915.  There  were  no 
shipments  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  Hawaii,  or  Porto  Rico. 


Sugar  Crop  of  Australia. 


Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittain,  at  Sydney,  reports  under  date  of 
August  22  that  in  the  northern  sugar-growing  district  of  Australia 
the  crops  were  making  good  progress,  and  prospects  for  the  planting 
of  a  good  area  next  season  were  bright.  In  some  instances  the  miUs 
have  started,  but  on  account  of  the  rains  there  has  been  no  anxiety 
to  push  too  rapidly  the  crushing  season.  The  crops  will  be  better 
than  last  sea.son. 
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EXFOSTS  FBOX  SAHTO  DOMnTOO  TO  UIVITED  STATES. 

Vice  Consul  Carl  M. ).  von  ZMtnsId,  Santo  Domingo,  Dominican  RtpnUie,  £«pt.  4.) 

The  following  statement  shows  the  articles  and  their  values  in- 
voiced at  the  American  consulate  general  at  Santo  Domingo  for  the 
United  States  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916,  compared  with  the 
same  period  in  1915.  The  amount  invoiced  with  an  option  of  reahip- 
nient  is  also  given: 


Art  ides. 


Ca<»o 

Cigarettes'. 
Coflee 


Divi-divi 

(3am and  rosin... 
Ui<Iee  and  skins: 
Cow  tildes 


Goatskins. 


Honey 

Hoosehdd  goods. 

Leather 

UangrOTO  bark... 
Ifetals.old: 


iper 


metals. 


Jan.-Jime, 
1915. 


tlTO.nO 

a2,88» 

335 

im,83e 

»2,«W 


141 

19. 739 

7,198 

8se 

<>394 


211 


Jan.-Jone, 

ms. 


n22.707 
a3,391 


121,749 

al,237 

450 

cat 

18.425 
7,796 


288 


352 
377 
280 

4,758 
722 


Artldes. 


Minerals: 

Copper 

Samples  ..... 
Personal  effects. 

Sugar 


Tobacco  leaf... 
Tortoise  shell.. 

Wax 

Woods: 

Fustic 

Locwood .. 
Mahogaoir. 
Otber 


Total. 


Jan.-)mie, 
1915. 


'm.ia»' 


< 184,838 


2S 

7,0I» 

el,049 


29 
1,553 


1,230,870 


Jan.^ane, 
191ft. 


n4,5» 


1.987 

588.155 

>ia6.i» 

c2ZS,597 

2 


w,ia 


98.4a 
2S 


1,346,309 


•  Option  of  reshipment  to  Europe. 

>  Option  of  reshipment 

'  Option  of  reahlpment  to  Canadn. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  Santo  Domingo  for  Porto  Rico  during  the 
same  period  in  1915  were  valued  at  $13,398,  while  in  the  present  year 
they  amounted  to  $12,043. 

The  most  noticeable  increase  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States 
was  in  dyewoods,  and  especially  logwood.  The  high  prices  prevail- 
ing in  the  American  market  and  the  great  demand  for  dyestuffs 
helped  to  boom  the  business  in  this  district.  (In  this  connection 
reference  is  made  to  reports  published  in  Commerce  Repokts  for 
Mar.  30  and  April  26.) 

An  increase  of  about  12  per  cent  is  registered  in  the  exports  of 
coffee  and  a  small  increase  in  sugar,  wax,  and  other  products  of 
minor  importance.  Cacao  showed  a  considerable  decrease,  also  honey 
and  hides. 

NEW  lO-SHULma  BANE  NOTES  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslovr,  Auckland,  Aug.  IC] 

The  JCew  Zealand  Government  has  authorized  all  of  the  banks  of 
issue  in  the  Dominion  to  issue  10-shilling  bank  notes  to  take  the  place 
of  gold  half-sovereigns,  which  are  becoming  very  scarce.  Gold  has 
nlniost  entirely  been  withdrawn  from  circulation.  The  smaller 
change  is  of  silver. 

Tlie  United  Statt-s  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  has  issued  a  supple- 
ment to  its  catalogue  of  charts,  coast  pilots,  and  tide  tables  for  1916. 
l  lie  pamphlet  i.s  Serial  No.  51.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the 
>;irvt>v  at  Wn^Iiington  or  from  its  agencies. 
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AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICERS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officei-s  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  biisii  ess  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
Interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  du'ected  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
vanoe. 

Address. 

Jewell,  John  F 

Chefoo,  Chinn 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaies 

ECarachl,  India 

Colombo,  revloo 

Bairre,  nance 

Rt.  flail,  SwItKarland.. 
Bristol,  England 

Oct.     I 

...do 

Sept.  30 
Oct.    M 
Oct.   21 
Not.    I 

Oalona,  FII. 

Department  of  State,  Wanhlngton,  D.O. 
CIO  University  Club,  KarjasCity,  Ma 
B.*Qtfx  Iowa 

L«lfi«,  James  OUver 

Leonard,  Walter  A„ 

Oshorne  John  Ball......... 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
Da 

Pllt*,  wtiilaiii  J 

1200  Eutaw  Place.  Baltimore,  Ud. 
C/o  Hallowell  &  Henry,  27  Pine  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Pepartment  of  State,  Wanhfaigton,  D.  0. 
SI  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkais,  fT.  Y. 

B«ary,  Fraak  AndersoD 

M«irt«rson, William  W.«.... 
Oracey,  wUlMir  T.* 

Puerto'    Pfata,     Do- 
minican Repablic. 
Durban,  aoutb  AMca. 

Seville,  Spain 

Port    Linnn,   Cesta 

Oct.     1 

Sept.  30 
Oct.  80 
Nov.  12 

DooaMSOo,  Cbtttv 

■  Con*nl  MaBtcnon  Informs  the  Bureao  that  be  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  26 
to  !<0,  during  which  period  he  will  be  plram-d  to  meet  those  Intcri'Strd  lo  South  African 
rommercUl  matters.  Communications  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  office. 
Boom  409,  Custom  house.  New  York  City. 

'  Consul  Gracey  will  be  glad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  tit  eastern 
cities  interested  in  the  Spanish  trade  during  bis  visit  In  the  United  States. 


American  Waxes  Find  Favor  in  Spain. 

Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  of  Barcelona,  reports  that,  de- 
spite prevailing  high  freight  rates,  which  militate  against  the  impor- 
tation of  all  foreign  merdiandise,  American  goods  are  rapidly  com- 
ing into  that  section  of  Spain  in  greater  quantities.  One  of  the  new 
articles  introduced  through  the  efforts  of  Consul  General  Hurst  was 
metal  eyelets,  an  order  for  1,000,000  of  which  was  placed  in  the 
United  States  by  a  Barcelona  firm. 


Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  of  Seville,  reports  that  certain  lines  of 
clocks,  watches,  artistic  metal  goods,  leather  goods,  thermos  bottles, 
garters,  suspenders,  and  novelties  are  among  the  American  wares 
that  have  made  their  appearance  in  that  Spanish  port  during  the  last 
few  months. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


niSTBlCT  Ori'lfCR. 

KSW  TOKK:  Boom  4««,  Cu>tomboa». 

BOSTON:  ISOl  Cvstomhoiiie. 

CRICIGO:  504  Fcdcril  Bnlldlag. 

ST.  LOUIS:  403  Third  Nitlojinl  Baak  Balldlnv. 

ATI.1I«TjI:  621  Post  Oillce  Billdiag. 

KSn  OBLEASS:  1020  HIberala  Bank  Balldtax. 

Hky  FBIKCIMCO:  80i  Csitoaiheaif. 

SEATTLE:  848  Hfmj  Balldlag. 


goopebatiye  offices. 

CliETEUNO:  Chaabtr  o'  Conmrcte. 
<1XCi:VNiTI :  ChsBiber  of  Conoicrce. 
riXf  INXATl :  C,  X.  >).  &  T.  P.  Bj.  Co. 
I.OS  AM0ELB8:  Chamber  of  Comncrce. 
rHllADELPHU:  Chanber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTAXOOfiA:  Soath  AmFrlraii  Agcat,  South- 

tn  Ry.  Co. 
POBTLAXB,  OBEQ.:  Chamber  of  Conmrrce. 
BATTOX:  Greater  Bsjioa  Assoclalion. 
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FOBEIOH  TSABE  OFPOBTUlflTIES. 

Reserved  addref^-s  mnjr  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bareaa  and  Us  4l«trlet  oSe**.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atste  •ypertaalty  aaaaker. 
The  BarcMH  does  not  famish  credit  ratings  or  aaanme  responalblllt/  as  to  tbe  staadlng 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  shonld  be  taken  In  all  < 


Mire  netting.  No.  2251C. — ^Tbe  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in 
Canada  whicli  desires  to  receive  ttte  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  of  wire  similar  to  a  sample  wtitcti  may  tie  examined  at  tbe 
Burean  or  its  district  oiBces.    (Refer  to  Miscellaneous  No.  152.) 

I'aper,  etc..  No.  22517. — A  merchant  in  France  Informs  an  American  consnlar 
officer  that  lie  desires  to  l>e  placed  in  direct  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  news-print  paper,  wrapping  paper,  paper 
bags,  and  paper  enrdopes.  Samples,  together  with  prices,  conditions  of 
sale,  etc.,  siteuld  be  sent  at  once. 

Cigarettet,  No.  22518. — An  American  consular  officer  In  a  French  insular  pos- 
session writes  that  a  Arm  in  bis  district  wishes  to  enter  into  commercial 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cigarettes.  Ex- 
dnslve  agency  rights  are  desired.  Information  should  be  given  as  to  kinds 
uiid  sizes  of  packages,  and  c.  1.  f.  ibices  should  be  quoted,  if  possible.  Cor- 
respondence in  Ehiglisb. 

Mining  supplier.  No.  22519. — ^Tbe  commercial  attach^  of  tbe  Department  of 
Commerce  in  France  transmits  tbe  name  of  a  mining  engineer  in  Spain 
who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  mining 
snpplles.  Tbe  man  is  also  in  a  position  to  investigate  tor  American  capi- 
talists mining  possibilites ;  and  condltiooa  In  Spain.  '  Correspmidrace  may 
be  in  English.  Additional  Information,  together  with  a  photograph  ot  the 
man,  has  been  placed  on  file  in  tbe  Bureau  and  Its  district  oflices.  (ReSnr 
to  file  No.  ia22.) 

Olat$,  earthenware,  etc..  No.  22520. — ^An  American  consular  oflker  In  the 
Netherlands  reports  that  a  Arm  in  his  district  desires  to  import  household 
articles,  such  as  glass,  eartiiaiware,  porcelain,  tin-plate  ware,  wooden 
ware,  brushes,  and  enameled  kitchen  atensils.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English.    References. 

Machinery,  No.  22521. — A  planter  in  on  insular.possession  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  lie  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc  from 
American  manufacturers  of  machines  for  decorticating  fiber.  Correspond- 
ence should  be  in  Portuguese  or  French.  The  man  also  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  importers  of  flax. 

Electrical  generators  and  turbines.  No.  22522. — A  Norw^an  engineering  firm 
has  advised  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  electrical  generators  and  electrical  and 
steam  turbines.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  should  be  sent. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

fifiorting  goods,  etc..  No.  22523. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes 
that  n  bu.siness  man  In  his  district  desires  quotations  on  apparatus  ami 
tools  f«r  restringing  tennis  rackets,  rackets,  balls,  and  racket  gut.  Cor- 
i-csi)ondcnce  sbould  l>e  in  Spanish. 

.Agricultural  machinery,  etc..  No.  22.524. — A  company  in  France  writes  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  dairy  and  agricultural  machinery.  Correspondence  should 
be  In  French.    Reference. 

Itathing  suits,  No.  22525. — ^An  American  consnlar  officer  in  the  Far  East  writes 
that  a  Arm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  American  bathing  suits  for 
iiion.  Illustrated  catalogues,  details  as  to  weights,  shapes,  etc.,  should  be 
sent.  The  American  consular  officer  has  transmitted  the  name  of  a  firm  in 
N«>«-  York  City  through  which  orders  will  be  placed. 

ilnrliiiwry.  No.  22.526.— .\  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  the  Bnreau  that  its 
lirancli  office  In  Brazil  desires  to  receive  full  information  relative  to  ma- 
chinery u»o<l  In  tlio  innnufacture  of  bath  towels  and  making  qKxds  for 
tlir<Mi<l. 

WAsaiNGTOx  :  GOrKn.NMBXT  rni.NTiXO  omci:  uit 
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EHBABGO  ON  CHEESE  IN  HALT. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Bmbassy,  Bome,  Sept.  25.] 

Under  date  of  September  21  the  Foreign  Office  notifies  the  Em- 
bassy that  the  exportation  of  cheese  of  all  kinds  has  been  prohibited. 

BBinSH  LICENSES  TO  IHPOBT  TOBACCO. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Sept.  25.] 

Eegulations  for  the  importation  of  tobacco  into  Great  Britain 
between  June  1, 1916,  and  May  31,  1917,  have  been  amended  so  that 
importers  of  cigar  tobacco  may  obtain  import  licenses  based  on  their 
average  imports  for  1913, 1914,  and  1915  instead  of  for  1915  only. 


FOBEIGN  SECUBITIES  IN  SPAIN. 

[Conslil  General  Carl  Bailey  nnrst,  Barcelona,  Aug.  21.] 

A  royal  order  published  on  August  19  establishes  reflations  for 
the  application  of  the  royal  decree  of  Jime  14  last,  which  provided 
for  the  presentation  to  the  Cortes  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  intro- 
duction into  Spain  of  foreign  securities.  |See  Cosimf-kce  Repokts 
for  July  13,  1916.  |  The  present  royal  order  authorizes  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  provisions  of  the  pending  law,  which  arc  as  follows : 

First.  It  is  i>roliibU<Hl  b.v  Article  1  of  tlio  lu-ojectwl  Inw  to  iitlvertise.  Issue, 
put  into  circulation  or  on  sule,  mortgage,  or  introduce  on  the  .Spanish  market 
foreign  Government  bond.s  or  the  stocks,  l)oii<ls,  or  securities  of  noii-.Spnnisli 
companies  or  coriwrntions.  However,  if  desirni>Ie,  llie  Council  of  Ministers 
may,  at  the  sugge.stion  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Trensury,  concvUc  exceptions  in 
this  respect.  Applications  for  such  concessions  must  Ite  presented  to  tiic 
Treasury  Department  or  tiie  I)lrecci6n  General  de  In  I>euda  y  f'lases  Paslvas 
at  Madrid,  where  they  will  l)e  Inscribed  In  a  six'olal  register  in  the  charge  of 
the  Treasury  IX'partment,  and  uiwn  Its  authorization  tlie  paix^r  In  question 
may  be  put  Into  circulutlon. 

Second.  Foreign  securities  domiciled  in  Spain  piwious  to  .Tune  15  last  may 
be  freely  negotiated,  and  all  l)usines8  in  connection  therewith  transacted,  In- 
cluding the  renewal  of  deposits  or  of  loans  guaranteeing  tlie  securities,  where 
the  original  documents  bear  a  date  previous  to  June  15,  1916. 

Third.  Wlien  impossible  to  establish  the  conditions  called  for  by  the  fore- 
going regulations  In  any  other  way  a  certificate  of  an  authorized  agent,  broker, 
or  notary,  or  of  the  Issuing  corporation,  will  be  accepted.  - 

Fourth.  The  importation  Into  Spain  by  Spanish  citizens  of  foreign  securities 
whether  public  securities,  stocks,  or  bonds,  such  ns  referred  to  in  the  first 
M«8'-16  1169 
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re«iiIatioi),  wlii<'h  tln'so  citizens  had  acquired  or  liad  deposited  previous  to 
June  15,  will  be  tuitliorized  in  every  case  upon  application  in  duplicate  on  a 
prescribe*!  printeil  form,  to  be  accompanied  by  a  certiticato  showing  the  date 
of  purciinsc.  Tlio  iii<'S(Til)e(l  form  for  application  for  this  authorization  will  be 
furnislu'd  fro(>  <*f  diar^'o. 

I'Mfth.  I''oreiK!i  compiinios  or  persons,  as  well  as  Spanish  companies  domiciled 
abroad,  wisliinpc  to  introduce  their  securities  Into  Spain  must  notify  the 
Direcciou  (Jcucnil  de  la  Deuda  y  Clases  Pasivas  of  their  Intention  by  filing  a 
printed  (k'cliiniiiiin  in  duplicnte,  setting  forth  the  number  and  class  of  the 
sei'uritios,  i!:'.>ir  origin  and  (Kstiiiation,  and  tlie  proliai)le  date  of  their  arrival 
In  Spain.  Those  di-oln rations  will  be  numbered  and  rejjistered  and  the  dupli- 
cate returned  to  the  applicant,  who,  when  in  possession  of  this  document 
showing:  tli.-it  lie  has  ful(iile<l  tlic  riHiuireraonts  of  the  law,  may  freely  Introduce 
the  rosijcctivc  securities. 

Sixth.  I'^ines  will  bo  imimsiil  for  infractions  of  this  law. 


UKULELE  OUTPUT  IH  HAWAH  IWCEEASED. 

[A.  I'.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Honolulu,  Sept.  9.] 

At  the  end  of  August,  1915,  manufacturers  of  ukuleles  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  were  turning  out  about  500  or  GOO  instruments  per 
month.  At  the  end  of  August,  1916,  the  output  was  extended  to  1.600 
per  month,  with  demands  from  mainland  music  dealers  which  could 
not  be  met. 

There  are  eight  principal  manufacturers  of  ukuleles  in  Honolulu, 
with  a  scattering  of  instruments  coming  from  small  makers  in  the 
other  islands.  Each  manufacturer  has  turned  his  small  workshop 
into  a  factory,  adding  new  workers  and  increasing  the  plant  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  In  the  first  week  of  September  a  company  was 
organized  in  Honolulu  with  plans  to  manufacture  from  1,000  to  2,000 
ukuleles  per  month  with  improved  machinery,  the  workers  to  be 
Hawaiians  and  Portuguese.  This  company  plans  not  only  the  manu- 
facture of  ukiileles,  but  also  to  purchase  completed  material  from 
other  makers. 

The  originator  of  the  ukulele,  a  Portuguese  who  is  now  head  of  a 
manufacturing  company,  is  still  an  active  worker  in  his  own  factory, 
and  turns  out  about  700  instruments  per  month.  Another  Honoluln 
firm  produces  about  400  a  month. 

Highest-Prloed  Products  Heavily  Beaded. 

The  Hawaiians  and  Portuguese  of  Hawaii  claim  that  the  instru- 
ments made  by  them,  principally  of  koa  wood,  are  seasoned  and  prop- 
erly prepared.  The  prevailing  local  prices  for  ukuleles  range  from 
$3.75  to  $16  and  $20.  The  highest-priced  products  are  heavily 
beaded.  The  tone  is  one  of  the  most  important  items  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  ukulele,  and  the  Hawaiians  and  Portuguese  claim  that  this 
is  obtained  only  with  the  use  of  properly  seasoned  koa  wood  and 
proper  attention  paid  to  shaving  the  wood  and  fitting  it. 

The  plans  of  the  new  companies  forming,  and  of  old  factories  be- 
ing enlarged,  will  give  an  output  close  to  3,000  per  m(»)th,  or  36,000 
per  year. 

[Previous  reiwrts  relating  to  the  manufacture  of  ukuleles  in  Hawaii  were 
publishetl  In  Commerce  IlEPOins  for  Sept.  18,  1915,  and  Feb.  21,  1916.] 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OF  ITALY. 

[Consul  Arthur  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  Tlce  consul,  Genoa,  Aug.  23.] 

There  was  a  considerable  decline  in  the  exports  from  Italy  during 
the  first  five  months  of  1916  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
in  1915,  while  the  imports  showed  a  marked  increase.  The  exports 
reached  a  total  of  $189,301,870,  a  decline  of  $48,133,141  from  the 
statistics  of  the  same  period  of  1915.  The  imports  amounted  to 
$449,700,843,  an  increase  of  $85,817,091. 

Almost  one-half  of  the  imports  into  Italy  came  from  the  United 
States,  exceeding  in  amount  the  total  imports  from  Great  Britain, 
France,  Argentina,  British  India,  and  Switzerland.  These  countries 
follow  the  United  States  in  the  order  named.  The  imports  from 
the  United  States  for  the  first  five  months  of  191G  more  than  doubled 
the  figures  of  1915  for  the  same  period,  and  represented  a  gain 
greater  than  the  combined  increases  in  imports  from  Great  Britain, 
France,  Switzerland,  and  Argentina,  whose  gains  were  in  the  order 
mentioned. 

In  exports  from  Italy  the  United  States  stood  fourth,  being  pre- 
ceded by  France,  Great  Britain,  and  Switzerland.  The  exports 
showed  increases,  in  the  order  named,  to  Switzerland,  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Argentina.  The  exports  to  the  United  States,  however, 
declined. 
Imports  and  Exports  ij  Countries. 

The  figui-es  of  imports  and  exports  with  the  leading  countries  are 
as  follows : 


Imports  from— 

Exports  to— 

Countries. 

Jan.-Mav, 
1915. 

Jan.-Mav, 
1910. 

Jan.-Mar, 
1915. 

Jan.-Uav, 
1916.' 

KiAnce 

$10,800,000 

34.015.0(10 

S.0i3«.60O 

24.472.400 

»2,331.200 

S30.e04  000 
85.sw.noo 

II.34B.000 
30J17.000 
191.325,000 

$33,639,800 

27.34S.100 

IS.P.K.OOO 

7,913.000 

24  298,700 

$41,748  000 

35.638.000 

8wltz«rland        

33.012.000 

12.995.000 

21.382,009 

SHIFBTJILDIHO  IH  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


Sl'lM,    V.I.I 


[Conbul  E.  Vornc  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Bninswlok,  Cannil:!. 

Continued  activity  is  reported  from  the  .shi}>yard.s  niong  the  l>:»y 
s-hores  of  Cumberland  and  Colchester  counties  in  Nova  Scotia.  'J  lu' 
keel  has  just  been  laid  at  Port  Greville  of  a  three-master  .schooner 
of  400  tons.  Another  ves.sel  of  similar  class  at  the  same  place  is 
rapidly  nearing  completion.  At  Spencers  Island  a  schooner  of  4*2.") 
tons  is  now  in  frame.  This  is  the  first  ocean-going  craft  to  be  Jmilt 
there  in  15  years.  The  Glooncap,  one  of  the  largest  sailing  ship.s 
ever  built  in  Canada,  was  the  product  of  that  town's  skill.  \ 
schooner  of  430  tons  is  nearly  ready  for  launching  at  West  Advocate. 
Its  three  mtusts.  DO-foot  Oregon  pine  sticks,  will  be  stepped  in  a  few 
days. 

All  of  these  vessels  are  being  built  primarily  for  the  lumber  trade, 
and  have  been  specially  designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  that 
service. 
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THE  WOOL  INDUSTBY  IN  SASKATCHEWAIT. 

IC'ousul  JoliD  A.  Got-c,  ItcKlna.  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  Sept.  14.] 

(iioat  boru'ilt  lias  been  reai)ed  by  the  sheepmen  of  the  western 
Provincos  during  the  past  three  years  from  the  activities  of  the 
live-stock  brancli  of  tlic  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Under  the  cooperative  plan  evolved  by  the  Dominion  Government, 
associations  have  been  formed  in  all  the  Provinces  under  rules  of  the 
live-.stock  branch,  and  the  woolgrower  ships  his  wool  direct  to  the 
association  in  which  he  is  enrolled.  The  branch  at  Ottawa  fur- 
nishes the  services  of  expert  wool  graders  to  the  associotions  without 
charge,  and  the  graders  classify  the  wool  as  it  is  received  and  put  it 
in  a  good  marketable  condition.  It  is  then  offered  for  sale  to  both 
dealers  and  manufacturers,  the  names  of  whom  are  supplied  hj 
the  markets  branch.  Sealed  bids  are  received  and  the  wool  is  dis- 
posed of  to  the  highest  bidder,  a  separate  price  being  paid  for  eadi 
grade. 

As  a  comparison  it  may  be  stated  that  early  in  1914,  when  the 
grading  and  cooperative  selling  were  first  started,  growers  were 
receiving  10  to  12  cents  a  pound  for  their  wool  sold  in  an  ungraded 
condition  in  small  lots,  whereas  in  the  same  season  the  wool  that 
was  graded  and  marketed  under  the  department's  plan  realized  from 
20  to  22  cents  a  pound,  while  the  1915  clip  brought  an  average  price 
of  26.9  c<-nts  a  i>ound,  and  the  1916  production  32.2  cents  a  pound. 
Of  course,  the  war  was  responsible  for  at  least  a  portion  of  the  in- 
crease in  price,  but  some  of  the  gain  must  certainly  be  credited  to  the 
better  manipulation  of  the  wool  under  the  Government's  supervision 
and  more  systematic  manner  of  marketing  it. 

In  1915,  the  clip  in  Saskatchewan  netted  169,045  pounds,  and 
in  1916  it  rose  to  175,554  potmds,  these  quantities  having  been  sold 
by  the  Saskatchewan  association  to  American  buyers  and  shipped 
to  the  United  States.  Woolgrowers  in  this  Provmce  have  largely 
increased  their  flocks  this  year,  and  a  much  greater  yield  may  be  ex- 
pected for  the  season  of  1917. 


GKOWTH  IN  VAITJE  OF  NEW  BEUNSWICK  IMPOETS. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Branswlck,  Canada,  Sept.  IB.] 

Figures  obtained  from  the  Canadian  collectors  of  customs  at  the 
principal  two  ports  in  the  St.  Stephen  district  show  a  growth  in 
value  of  imports.  Even  greater  proportionate  increases  are  noted 
in  the  amounts  of  duty  collected,  a  result  to  be  expected  in  view  of 
the  surtax  of  either  5  or  7^  per  cent  ad  valorem  placed  on  nearly 
every  clasK  of  goods  imported  here,  even  on  those  otherwise  free  of 
duty.  AVhile  the  proportions  of  these  imports  coming  from  the 
United  States  are  not  now  available,  estimates  and  figures  obtained 
in  the  j^ast  show  that  American  goods  represented  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  total  value.  A  slightly  greater  share  of  duty  is  paid 
on  goods  coming  from  that  country.  The  July  statistics  for  Fred- 
erictoii  and  St.  Stephen,  compared  with  those  for  tlie  corresponding 
month  last  year,  were:  Imports,  July,  1915,  $100,527;  July,  191^ 
i?170,8JV2 ;  duty  collected  July,  1915,  $13,194;  July,  1916,  $22,445. 
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MABXETS  FOB  AMEBICAN  FOITirrAIN  FENS. 

HOBWAY. 

(Consul  Charles  Forman,  Bergen,  May  23.] 

There  is  a  good  market  in  the  Bergen  consular  district  for  fountain 
pens.  German,  English,  and  American  makes  are  sold.  American 
pens  arc  considered  the  best  and  the  demand  for  them  is  particiilarlj' 
marked.  Considerahile  competition  is  to  be  encountered  by  a  new- 
comer in  the  field,  as  the  market  is  well  supplied,  but  it  is'  believed 
that  an  attempt  to  secure  business  would  be  justified.  The  prices  of 
the  most  popular  pens  range  from  $2  to  $4  apiece.  A  pen  selling  at 
7.50  crowns  ($2.01)  has  the  widest  sale. 

Fountain  pens  are  dutiable  under  No.  220  of  the  Norwegian  im- 
port tariff  at  the  rate  of  1  crown  per  kilo  ($12.16  per  100  pounds). 
This  rate  is  the  same  lor  all  countries.  There  is  no  deduction  of  tare 
for  pasteboard  boxes,  cartons,  or  paper  wrappings. 

In  order  to  get  the  best  results  in  Norway  an  exclusive  agency 
should  be  granted  to  some  Norwegian  firm.  An  agency  might  be 
located  at  Christiania,  with  the  exclusive  right  to  sell  goods  in 
eastern  Norway,  and  another  in  Bergen,  with  exclusive  rights  for  the 
western  part  of  the  Kingdom,  care  being  taken  that  the  respective 
districts  are  clearly  defined,  or  if  preferred  a  sin|»le  agency  for  all 
Norway  might  be  located  cither  at  Bergen  or  Christiania. 

FiUlogr  Orders  from  Stock  of  Oood»  in  london. 

It  would  be  feasible  to  establish  an  agency  in  London  with  travel- 
ing salesmen  to  canvass  the  Scandinavian  countries  and  fill  orders 
from  a  stock  of  goods  in  London.  Another  possible  plan  would  be 
to  establish  the  central  distributing  point  in  Copenhagen.  Although 
fountain  pens  are  successfully  sold  in  Norway  by  firms  whose  cen- 
tral offices  are  in  other  countries,  it  is  believed  that  if  a  good  agent 
can  be  obtained  in  Norway  it  is  best  to  have  representation  here. 

One  local  importer  sells  a  pen  he  has  had  manufactured  to  his 
order  bearing  a  name  of  his  selection  which  he  considers  has  ad- 
vertising value.  If  a  similar  course  is  to  be  followed,  the  name 
chosen  might  be  of  some  noted  person  in  statesmanship,  literature, 
or  other  branch  of  art,  or  some  field  of  activity  which  would  give 
distinction  to  the  pen. 

Dealers  are  allowed  a  discount  of  30  to  45  per  cent.  A  credit  of  CO 
to  90  days  is  extended,  or  2^  to  5  per  cent  is  allowed  for  payment 
in  30  days.  Prices  may  be  in  either  crowns  or  dollars,  ancl  may  be 
f.  o.  b.  shipping  point.  Quotation  of  prices  c.  i.  f.,  if  practicable, 
might  prove  to  be  advantageous. 

Language  to  be  Used  In  Correspondence. 

The  English  language  may  be  employed  in  writing  to  Norwegian 
business  men.  They  are  accustomed  to  doing  business  in  English, 
but  no  doubt  it  would  be  better  to  address  them  in  their  own  lan- 
guage. In  selling  an  article  in  which  there  is  as  much  competition 
as  in  fountain  pens,  there  would  be  some  advantage,  though  possibly 
not  of  the  highest  importance,  in  using  the  Norwegian  language. 

Credit  information  may  be  obtained  through  the  banks  or  through 
a  credit  agency.    Bonnevie  Angells  Bureau  in  Bergen  does  a  business 
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similar  to  Dun  and  Bradstreet.    The  principal  banks  in  Bergen 
are  the  Kreditbank  and  the  Privatbank. 

[A  list  of  wliolcsiilo  and  retail  dealers  In  Bergen  who  are  In  a  iwsitlon  to 
handle  ftnmtuin  ix'as  may  l>c  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Ciminiorce,  its  district  or  ccxJiK^ratlvc  offices.     Itefer  to  file  No.  77400.] 

HAITI. 

[Consular  .\i;cut  SI.  Cl:arles  Villedroain,  Jeremie,  May  23.] 
American  Goods  Control  Market. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  .fountain  pens  and  ink  pencils 
among  all  classes  of  people  in  Jeremie  and  the  surrounding  district 
American  goods  of  this  class  have  been  the  only  ones  sold  here, 
although  only  one  manufacturer  is  represented  locally. 

I^cns  and  ink  pencils  are  not  specified  in  the  Haitian  tariff  and  are 
probably  dutiable  as  articles  not  specified  at  20  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
increased  by  surtaxes  to  about  25  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Goods  imported  into  this  district  are  usually  bought  through  com- 
mission houses  at  New  York  City,  whose  terms  of  sale  are  about 
30  days'  credit  with  a  commission  of  2^  per  cent  or  1  per  cent  for 
cash,  generally  without  discount  or  with  only  a  part  of  the  dis- 
counts allowed  by  the  manufacturers.  Importers  here  would  prefer, 
when  making  orders  for  cash,  to  deal  directly  with  manufactureis, 
but  many  of  them  complain  of  the  time  taken  for  the  executicm 
of  orders.  Prompt  execution  would  certainly  facilitate  export  busi- 
ness. 

Correspondence  in  French  is  preferred,  but  whraieyer  that  is 
impracticable,  it  is  much  better  to  conduct  it  in  Englbh  than  in 
Spanish.  Catalogues,  also,  when  printed  in  Spanish  are  not  under- 
stood here.  No  attention  is  paid  to  them  or  they  are  thrown  into 
the  waste  basket. 

On  accoimt  of  the  war,  the  West  Indies  Boyal  Dutch  Lone  is  the 
only  one  that  plies  between  the  United  States  and  this  district,  af- 
fording a  fortnightly  service.    . 

PUASCX. 
[Consul  William  n.  Hunt.  St.  EUcnnc,  ttdr  6.) 
American  f  em  at  Xodente  Prices  Would  Ha^e  Wide  Sale. 

There  is  a  large  demand  for  fountain  pens  in  the  St  Etienne 
district.  The  product  of  one  American  manufacturer  occupies  first 
place  in  this  market.  Active  competition  by  French  fountain  pens 
gains  force  from  the  low  prices  at  which  they  are  sold.  The  price 
of  American  fountain  pens  in  France  is  25  francs  ($4.82),  whereas 
the  prices  of  the  best  French  pens  range  from  13.50  to  17.50  francs 
($2.C0  to  $3.38).  If  good  fountain  pens  could  be  offered  in  this 
market  at  these  prices,  and  if  branches  where  pens  could  be  speedily 
repaired  and  replaced  were  establisliedj  probably  it  would  be  possibk 
to  develop  considerable  American  business. 

Fountain  pens  are  classified  under  No.  636  of  the  French  general 
tariff  and  pay  an  import  duty  of  0.75  franc  each  (about  $0.14). 
This  is  the  maximum  rate  of  duty  applicable  to  fountain  pens  im- 
ported direct.  The  gold  pen  points  must  be  sent,  after  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  customs  duties,  to  a  bureau  of  guaranty  to  be  stamped  and 
put  under  control. 
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Problem  of  Kepairing  Should  Be  Considered. 

At  present  American  goods  are  imported  through  Bordeaux  or 
Marseille.  It  is  better  to  quote  prices  c.  i.  f.  one  of  these  ports  in- 
stead of  f.  o.  b.  In  order  to  secure  a  firm  footing  in  this  market 
it  will  be  necessary  for  an  American  firm  either  to  open  its  own 
branch  in  France  or  grant  an  exclusive  agency  to  some  established 
business  house.  The  problem  of  repairing  fountain  pens  and  sup- 
pljring  repair  parts  should  be  considered.  The  American  fountain- 
pen  companies  now  doing  business  in  France  have  successfully  pur- 
sued these  methods.  The  general  agencies  of  the  American  com- 
panies are  at  Paris.  St.  Etienne  is  not  important  enough  as  a 
center  to  serve  as  the  seat  of  a  general  agency. 

The  usual  terms  of  sale  in  France  are  60  to  00  days'  credit  with  2 
per  cent  discount  for  cash,  which  is  considered  to  include  payment 
at  any  time  within  30  days  after  invoice  date.  There. is  not  a  wide 
knowledge  of  English  in  French  provincial  business  circles,  and  it 
would  be  preferable  that  correspondence  should  be  conducted  in 
French. 

[A  list  of  firms  In  St.  Etienne,  Frnncc,  which  might  be  Interested  In  pur- 
chasing American  fountain  pons  may  be  obtaine<l  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign 
nntl  13omcstic  Oommerco,  its  district  or  cooperative  ofllcos.  Kofer  to  flic  No. 
78790.] 

KANCHTTKIA. 

[Consul  A.  A.  Williamson,  Dalrcn,  July  11.] 
Some  Shops  Hake  a  Specialty  of  Fountain  Fens. 

Fountain  pens  have  a  wider  sale  in  Dairen  than  might  be  expected 
in  a  ci^  of  its  size.  While  no  figures  are  obtainable  to  show  the 
value  of  imports  of  these  goods,  fountain  pens  are  on  sale  at  nearly 
every  book  and  stationery  shop  in  the  city,  and  some  shops  make  a 
specialty  of  them,  carrying  a  fair  vai'iety  of  styles  and  mokes. 

Most  of  the  pens  are  bought  from  distributers  in  Japan,  who  gen- 
erally get  the  sole  agency  for  all  Japan  and  then  put  them  on  the 
market  in  the  various  cities.  It  is  exceptional  for  Dairen  to  import 
fountain  pens  directly  from  abroad,  for  this  city  is  an  "  outport " 
in  many  branches  of  trade.  Nevertheless,  one  firm,  about  five  or 
six  years  ago,  imported  a  brand  of  American  pens  directly  from  the 
manufacturer  and  sold  a  large  number.  The  demand  for  that  grade 
fell  off  with  the  coming  of  the  self-filler  in  the  cheaper  grades,  for 
it  is  in  the  cheaper  grades  of  pens  that  the  larger  demand  now  exists. 

Gains  Hade  by  Ooods  of  British  If anufactnre. 

American  pens  have  been  largely  supplanted  in  recent  years  by 
pens  of  British  manufacture,  particularly  a  pen  well  known  in  tlic 
East,  which  comes  here  from  Japan,  where  a  Tokyo  firm  is  the  sole 
agent.  Betail  prices  per  pen  range  from  $1.40  to  $2  for  the  cheaper 
grades  and  $4.50  to  $G.50  for  the  better  grades. 

Firms  desiring  to  meet  the  demand  should  see  that  their  customers' 
ideas  are  met.  Many  buyers  will  probably  desire  the  cheaper  pens, 
while  a  few  higher  grades  may  be  required  for  the  well-to-oo.  Pens 
covered  with  silver  filigree  work  are  on  the  market.  The  local  trade 
will  probably  demand  both  pens  with  fine  nibs  and  those  with  stub 
points,  as  it  is  not  uncommon  for  Japanese  business  men  who  use 
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English  to  cuii-y  two  pens,  a  fine-pointed  one  for  their  personal 
English  correspondence  and  a  stub  point  for  writing  Chinese  char- 
acters. As  iniprovcinents  are  made,  the  dealer  or  jobber  should  be 
advised,  as  the  up-to-date  article  is  mo.st  easily  sold. 

[hUits  of  distributors  of  fountain  pens  In  Japan,  of  retailers  at  Dalren,  of 
the  l)csi-K<>llii]K  Uriti.sh  |)c>n.s,  niid  of  pens  on  tlie  market  in  Dairen  luay  be 
obtiiiiieil  from  the  Bun'Uii  of  Foreisn  and  Doiuestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooiHirativo  o(!ki'.«.     ItofiT  to  file  No.  79005.) 


AMEBICAir  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  OB  LEAVE  OF  ABSEKCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available -primaril}'  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondenc*-,  and  except 
in  tirgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam«. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion o( 
venue. 

Address. 

Jewell  John  P              

Chofoo,  (Tilna  

Ort.     I 

...do 

Sept.  30 
Ort.    M 
Ort.   2) 
Nov.    1 

Oalens,  HI 

Baze  tine   Ross     

Kararhf.  In.lla 

Tolomho,  'evlon 

Ba\Te,  Pran"e 

81.  riall.Swtt.Terland.. 
Bristnl  Kniriand  

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
r/o  University  Club.  Kansas!  ity,  Uo. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

J^lnj?.  James  OlJvor 

]/CK7TMir  1  ^^'altor  .^ 

Deinrtmont  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
Do. 

Pike    ^*'IIHain  J 

laoo  Eiitaw  Ptar*.  nalUmore,  Hd. 
Co  Hallowell  *  Henry,  27  Pine  Strf*>.. 
New  York  Qty. 

Densrtnwnt  of  State,  WashbKton.  D.  O. 
31  Brae*  Avenue,  Yonkecs,  N.  Y. 

Bonry,  FVanJc  Aadorson 

Ma-rt^-wn .  ""llllnm  W.« . . . . 

Oracoj,  WUbur  T.» 

DoDaldaoD,  Chester 

Puerto     I'laiB,     Do- 

mlnl-an  Repabli';. 

niirban.^o-'ih  Africa. 

Se.'nie,  Spain 

Port    LUnon,    Costs 

Oct.     1 

S»nt.  SO 
Oet.   30 
Nov.  12 

•  Consnl  Mnsternon  Informs  the  Rurpan  that  he  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  SepL  78 
to  30,  durtnx  which  period  he  will  be  pleanod  to  meet  those  Interested  in  Sooth  Africxn 
commprcliil  mattcm.  rommimlratloDR  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  office, 
Koom  40i),  CuKtomhouRp,  New  York  City. 

'  Consul  (iracey  will  be  glad  lo  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  in  eisten 
cities  interested  in  the  Spanish  trade  during  his  visit  in  the  United  States. 


OPPOBTITIIITT  FOB  GOLD  MINIITG  IS  SOTJTH  AFBICA. 

The  Government  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  calls  for  tenders  for 
the  leasing  of  two  large  gold  mining  areas,  comprising  some  2,460 
claims,  on  the  Far  East  Rand,  Transvaal,  for  exclusive  rights  to 
mine  precious  metals.  Applications  must  be  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment Alining  Engineer,  New  Law  Courts,  Johannesburg,  not  later 
than  noon  on  October  31,  1916. 

For  the  development  and  proper  equipment  of  mines  in  the  two 
areas,  a  total  of  some  $10,000,000  will  be  required. 

Blue-print  maps  of  the  claims,  copies  of  the  lease,  and  other  liter- 
ature may  be  examined  at  the  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  409  Custom  House,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  80513.) 

[Reports  on  tlie  gold-mining  areas  of  the  Far  East  Rand  were  publisbcd  In 
CoMMKRCE  Rkports  for  June  27,  and  Aug.  14,  1910.] 
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SITMAC  CULTIVATION  IH  SICILY. 

[Consul  Samupl  11.  Shank,  Palermo,  Italy,  Aug.  10.1 

There  are  two  species  of  sumac  grown  in  Sicily,  the  wild  and  the 
cultivated.  The  wild  variety  has  a  short  stalk,  small  leaves  attached 
two  by  two  to  a  short  stem,  the  leaves  sparse  covered  with  a  white 
fuzz  on  both  sides,  the  stem  with  no  small  leaves  near  its  base.  The 
cultivated  plant  (Rh>/s  coriaria)  has  a  longer  stem  than  the  wild,  its 
leaves  are  larger  and  are  covered  with  fuzz  only  on  the  lower  side, 
and  the  stem  of  the  leaf  has  small  leaves  along  its  entire  length. 

Sumac  requires  a  dry,  loose  soil.  The  best  is  &  clay  soil  with  lime 
and  silica  mi.xed.  It  does  not  grow  well  in  damp,  compact  ground. 
The  soil  may  be  rich  or  poor,  so  long  as  it  is  dry.  However,  the  best 
sumac  is  grown  on  soil  of  volcanic  origin.  This  soil,  together  with 
much  heat,  produces  the  greatest  amount  of  tannin.    Ihe  heat  ia 

Eerhaps  the  most  important  element  in  the  production  of  tannin.    In 
icily  sumac  is  grown  at  all  elevations  up  to  2,000  feet. 

Cultural  Methods. 

Sumac  is  planted  in  furrows  8  inches  wide,  6  inches  deep,  and 
27  inches  apart,  the  plants  being  placed  27  inches  apart  in  the 
furrow.  The  sprouts  should  be  taken  from  a  full-grown  plant 
and  care  exercised  that  the  roots  are  entire.  They  must  be  a  year  old. 
The  planting  is  usually  done  in  December  or  January.  The  ground 
should  be  plowed  twice  about  four  to  six  months  previous  to  the 
planting.  The  plants  sliould  be  cut  down  to  within  6  inches  of 
the  ground. 

During  the  first  year  the  ground  should  be  spaded  six  times,  imme- 
diately after  the  planting,  in  February,  April,  May,  June,  and 
September.  The  first  three  spadings  should  be  deep,  the  others  only 
light.  During  the  second  year  there  should  be  three  spadings,  in 
January,  March,  and  May.  In  December  the  little  shoots  that  have 
appeared  at  the  foot  of  the  plant  should  be  cut  off.  Sumac  should 
be  cultivated  alone.  The  shade  of  trcos  retards  development  and 
reduces  the  amount  of  tannin.  i 

Harvesting  the  Crop. 

The  gathering  of  the  leaves  takes  place  when  they  commence  to 
turn  yellow,  usually  in  July  and  August.  Some  growers  cut  the 
twigs  off  near  the  stem  and  send  them  in  this  fonn  to  the  thrashing 
floor,  where  the  leaves  arc  separated  from  the  stems  by  beating  or 
by  thrashing  with  horses.  However,  this  is  not  a  desirable  method, 
as  it  does  not  produce  a  good  quality.  The  best  method  is  to  gather 
the  crop  in  three  periods.  First  the  leaves  near  the  stalk  up  to 
about  the  middle  of  the  limb  are  gathered.  Twenty  or  twenty-five 
days  later  half  of  the  remaining  leaves  are  gathered.  A  few  days 
after  this  the  ends  of  the  twigs  are  cut  off.  This  method  gives  two 
or  three  qualities  of  sumac,  but  as  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  labor,  the  usual  method  is  to  cut  off  the  whole  plant  near  the 
ground.  The  twigs  are  piled  on  a  floor  and  are  turned  three  or  four 
times  a  day  with  a  fork. 

After  the  leaves  arc  separated  from  the  wood  they  are  taken  to 
the  mill,  where  they  are  packed  in  bales  or  ground  for  shipment. 
There  is  no  treatment  at  the  mill  which  affects  the  amount  of  tannin 
contained  in  the  sumac. 
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KINO  MANXTFACTUBE  IN  NOBTH  MALABAB. 

[Consul  Luclen  Mcnimiogcr,  Madras,  India] 

Inquiries  have  been  received  from  ^imerican  firms  dealing  in 
crude  drugs  requesting  information  as  to  wliethcr  certain  botanical 
gums,  seeds,  and  herbs  used  in  pharmacy  may  l>e  obtained  from  the 
Madras  Presidency.  Although  South  India  is  not  at  present  an 
important  export  center  for  crude  drugs  other  tlian  nux  vomica, 
senna  leaves,  and  cinchona  bark  ^this  last-named  exported  to  Great 
Britain),  there  seems  to  be  a  possibility  that  trnde  in  other  botanical 
drugs  ma^  develop,  as  several  varieties  are  produced  in  the  i-egion 
and  are  either  not  fully  utilized  for  commercial  purposes  at  present 
or  else  form  part  of  a  general  stock  sent  to  northern  ports  tor  dis- 
tribution. 

The  difficulty  in  the  way  of  trade  is  said  to  be  tliat  gum  is  generally 
not  systematically  produced  and  hardly  anywhere  are  the  forests 
so  exclusively  of  one  giim-yielding  tree  as  to  admit  of  a  large  uniform 
and  constant  supply  of  any  particular  gum.  Gum  when  detected  is 
gathered  casually  by  women  and  children  or  by  the  shepherds  and 
sold  in  small  quantities  to  the  nearest  shopkeeper.  It  is  next  con- 
veyed to  the  dealers  and  so  on  through  many  hands  until  diversifio-1 
gums,  the  produce  of  a  wide  area,  get  intermixed.  This  reialts 
more  particularly  to  the  Indian  "gum  ghati"  of  commerce. 

Sonth  Indian  Oums  and  Resins. 

Information  obtained  by  the  consulate  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  among  gums  and  herb  extracts  produced  to  some  extent  in 
South  Indian  are  copal  (the  white  dammar,  or  Malabar  tallow,  of 
South  India) ;  black  dammar  (C.  strictum) ;  euphorbia,  one  variety 
of  which,  not  uncommon  in  South  India,  is  known  as  the  milk 
hedge  or  milk  bush  and  is  a  source  of  gutta  percha  as  well  as  of 
medicine;  gambogia  (occasionally  found  on  the  west  coast  and  in 
the  Nilgiris) ;  mamiran,  one  of  the  12  species  of  barberry  plant, 
extracts  from  which  are  particularly  used  in  medicine  in  applications 
to  the  eye;  kino  {Pierocarpua  marsupium).  Of  these  the  trees  pro- 
ducing white  dammar,  black  dammar,  and  kino  are  common  in 
South  India. 

The  production  of  Indian  kino  on  a  commercial  scale  and  the 
introduction  into  the  European  market  of  an  improved  supply  from 
India  has  been  largely  the  result  of  the  work  of  forestry  officers  of 
the  local  Government.  The  manufacture  of  kino  from  the  juice  of 
P.  ynai'supium,  as  conducted  in  the  district  of  North  Malabar,  is 
thus  described  by  Sir  George  Watt: 

Preparingr  the  Onm — ShlpplnK  Centers. 

The  season  for  collecting  Is  In  the  dry  weather  during  February  and  Marcli, 
when  the  trees  are  In  blossom.  The  right  to  tap  the  trees  Is  put  up  at  auction. 
In  other  cases  the  tapping  Is  conducted  by  rangers,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  district  forest  officers.  According  to  the  approved  method  a  longitudinal 
cut  about  li  feet  long  Is  made  with  an  ax  or  knife  tlirough  the  bark  of  the 
tree,  and  side  cuts  are  made  to  lead  into  this.  A  bamboo  tube  Is  then  fixed  at 
the  bottom  of  the  main  incision  to  catch  the  Juice.  In  about  24  hours  the  flow 
of  gum  censes  and  the  bamboo  is  taiien  down.  When  several  of  these  bamboo 
tubes  are  nearly  full  they  are  carried  to  headanarters  and  emptied  into  a  large 
caldron  and  the  Juice  boiled.    During  the  boiling  tlie  impurities  wliich  rise  to 
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the  surface  are  skimmed  off.  When  sufflctontly  concentrntetl  the  gum  is  ex- 
posed to  die  sun  in  slmllow  vessels  until  dry  euougli  to  crumble  to  pieces.  It 
Is  then  weighed  and  piicked  away  io  boxes. 

Anotlier  method,  more  recently  adoptotl  in  North  Msilabar,  is  to  dry  the 
juice  In  shallow  trays  in  tlio  shade.  The  trays  arc  arrani;eU  on  tiers  or 
shelves  In  a  shelter  constructed  of  bamboo  and  the  dust  excluded  by  rauslln- 
oovered  doors.  The  gum  is  |>ourcd  Into  the  trays  in  layers  at)out  ouensighth  of 
on  Inch  thick  and  takes  seven  or  eight  days  to  dry,  pr<xlucing  a  dark  ruby 
kino  of  great  purity.  The  yield  has  lieen  found  to  be  about  11  ix)unds  of  juice 
per  tree,  equivalent  to  three-fourths  pound  of  the  dried  gum,  ready  for  medicinal 
purposes.  The  yield  of  dry  kino  from  the  liquid  exudation  depends  on  the  con- 
sistency at  the  time  of  collection,  but  is  usually  50  per  cent 

In  North  Malabar  alone  It  Is  stated  tliat  about  2.000  pounds  of  kino  can  be 
procured  annually  at  a  price  of  3  to  4  annas  ($0.00  to  $0.08)  a  pound,  but, 
generally  sjieaking,  there  Is  scarcely  any  <lemand'for  the  article  except  by  the 
Medical  Store  Departments  of  Calcutta,  Madras,  anil  Bombay.  Malabar  kino 
finds  an  outlet  In  the  ports  of  Calicut  and  Tellicherry.  The  Native  State  of 
Travancore  exports  Its  produce  through  Cochin  and  Alleppey,  widle  gum  col- 
lected In  South  Knnarn  is  dispatched  through  Mangalure.  Much  of  the  kino 
Is  known  as  "  Cochin  grain."  probably  because  Cochin  is  the  principal  port  of 
call.    Medicinally  kino  is  u.sed  as  an  astringent 

Xlno  as  a  Dyeing  and  Tanning  Substance. 

Kino  has  been  examined  with  a  view  to  discovering  Its  value  as  a  tanning 
material,  and  some  authorities  consider  that  It  would  be  suitable  for  use  as 
such  provided  it  cnuld  be  obtained  at  a  sufflclcntly  low  cost  to  enable  It  to  com- 
pete with  other  tanning  materials.  Experiment  seems  to  prove  that  the  kino 
prepared  by  the  method  of  merely  drying  the  Juice  In  the  sun  is  the  best  for 
use  as  a  tan.  The  bark  of  the  tree  Is  occasionally  u.sed  for  dyeing,  containing 
0  brownish-red  coloring  matter  which  produces  reddish-fawn  colors  with  tosar 
silk. 

After  teak  and  blackwood.  kino  wood  Is  said  to  be  the  most  Important  In 
South  India  and  to  be  In  great  demand  for  door  and  window  frames,  posts  and 
beams,  furniture,  agricultural  implements,  and  cart  and  boat  building.  It  has 
a  hlfrti  reputation  in  the  manufacture  of  double-headed  drums,  being  regarded 
as  specially  sonorous. 

The  butea  gum  tree,  Bengal  kino,  or  bastard  teak,  found  throughout  the 
plains  of  India  proi>er  and  Burma,  yields  a  gum  sometimes  used  as  a  substitute 
for  kino. 


NATIOXTAIITY  OP  SEAMEN. 

The  total  number  of  seamen  shipped  and  reshipped  on  American 
ocean  vessels  (counting  repeated  shipments)  by  United  States  ship- 
ping commissioners  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  was 
252,681.  Of  these  76,956  were  bom  Americans,  31,877  naturalized 
Americans,  33,139  Spaniards,  29,523  British,  25,194  Scandinavians, 
12,415  Germans,  7,949  Russians,  and  the  remainder  of  all  other 
nationalities.  Americans  thus  comprised  43  per  cent  of  the  total, 
compared  with  47  per  cent  in  1914  before  the  war. 


DEFABTUENI  OF  COMMEBCE  BECEIVES  OBAND  FBIZE. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  has  received  a  letter  from  H.  J. 
Penfield,  secretary  of  the  Panama-California  International  Exposi- 
tion, held  at  San  Diego,  Cal.,  saying: 

It  Is  my  pleasure  to  advise  you  that  the  Department  of  Commerce  has  been 
awarded  a  grand  prize  by  the  superior  jury  of  awards — the  Lighthouse  Service 
and  the  Bureau  of  Standards  a  gold  medal  each,  and  the  Buronti  of  Fisheries 
a  grand  prize  for  their  splendid  participation  In  the  pxposiilon. 
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FOBEION  TABHTS. 

CAKAOA. 

[Supplement  to  Canada  Gazette,  July  1.1 
Bounty  on  Zinc. 

A  Canadian  net  of  May  18,  1916,  provides  that  when  the  standard 
price  of  zinc  or  spelter  en  the  London  market  falls  below  £30  9s.  3d. 
per  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  a  bounty  equivalent  to  the  difference  may 
be  paid  on  zinc  and  spelter  mined  and  produced  in  Canada  which 
contains  not  more  than  2  per  cent  of  impurities.  Such  bounty  is  not 
to  exceed  2  cents  per  pound,  however,  nor  is  it  to  be  paid  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  or  after  July  31,  1917.  The  total  amount 
payable  under  the  act  is  $100,000. 

MEXICO. 

[Consul  Wm.  W.  Canada.  Vera  Cruz,  Aug.  18.J 
New  Customs  Tariff. 

A  new  customs  tariff  has  been  promulgated  b^  the  Carranza  Gov- 
ernment by  a  decree  issued  JiUy  31,  1916,  and  is  to  come  into  effect 
November  1,  1916.  The  surtax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duties,  which 
has  been  levied  since  1912,  is  abolished,  but  from  the  revised  schedules 
of  duties  on  animal  and  vegetable  products  it  appears  that  the  new 
law  will  result  in  a  decided  increase  in  the  rates  of  duty  on  most 
articles.  Reduced  rates  are  prescribed  in  the  case  of  comparatively 
few  articles  included  in  these  schedules,  the  reductions  applying 
almost  entirely  to  food  ijroducts  and  raw  materials.  In  addition  to 
the  changes  in  import  duties,  articles  214r-216  of  the  former  customs 
law,  providing  for  the  free  admission  of  samples  of  small  value,  are 
repealed. 

[Copies  of  all  the  schedules  of  the  new  tariff  have  not  yet  been 
received.  Upon  receipt  of  the  entire  law  a  further  notice  will  be 
published  in  Commerce  Reports.] 

NICASASVA. 
[La  Gaccta,  July  17.] 

Authorization  of  Tariff  Increase. 

A  Nicaraguan  law  of  July  7, 1916,  in  effect  from  the  date  of  publi- 
cation, authorizes  the  collection  of  80  per  cent  instead  of  60  per  cent 
of  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  customs  tariff  of  December  15,  1908. 
This  increase,  if  put  into  effect  by  the  President,  is  to  apply  to  all 
articles  imported  into  the  Pacific  ports,  with  the  exception  of  sugar, 
flour,  common  soap,  and  plain  cotton  fabrics  not  exceeding  24  inches 
in  width.  The  purpose  oi  the  law  is  to  raise  funds  for  the  conversion 
of  the  internal  debt.  [Such  an  increase  in  duties  was  authorized  by 
a  law  of  Nov,  10,  1913,  but  the  higher  rates  were  apparently  never 
put  into  effect.  For  previous  notices,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No. 
10,  p.  84,  No.  12,  p.  159,  and  No.  13,  p.  189.] 

PEKV. 

[El  Feruano,  July  22.] 
Export  Duties  on  Enbber. 

Export  duties  on  ail  classes  of  rubber  exported  through  the  port 
of  MoUendo  or  through  the  ports  of  the  Madre  de  Dios,  Yavarf, 
Pnn'is,  and  Ytiruii  Rivers,  are  established  by  a  Peruvian  decree  oi 
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July  12,  1916.  The  duties  are.  fixed  at  2  per  cent  for  rubber  quoted 
in  London  at  from  25  to  36  pence  per  pound,  4  per  cent  for  that 
quoted  at  from  37  to  48  pence,  and  6  per  cent  for  that  quoted  at  49 
pence  per  pound  or  more.  The  London  quotations,  with  a  re(hiction 
of  30  per  cent,  are  to  be  taken  as  the  basis  for  levying  the  duties. 
The  dutv  on  common  rubber  is  to  be  further  reduced  by  30  per  cent. 
(The  l^eruvian  duties  under  the  present  law  are  the  same  as  those 
levied  in  Bolivia  on  exports  of  rubber  under  the  law  of  Nov. 
13,  1913  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  13,  p.  201).  Dissatisfaction 
with  the  law  has  been  expressed  on  the  ground  that  it  increases  the 
difficulty  of  competition  with  the  rubber  producers  of  Brazil.] 

UKXraTTAY. 

[Dtitrlo  OflcUI.  Jnlj  20,  1916.1 

Proposed  Redaction  in  Duties  on  SiUc  Ooods. 

A  measure  has  been  introduced  in  the  Uruguayan  Congress  pro- 
posing to  .substitute  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  12  per  cent  for  the  present 
duties  based  on  fixed  valuations  applicable  to  a  number  of  kinds  of 
silk  goods.  The  classes  of  goods  affected  are  gloves,  handkerchiefs, 
veils,  tulle,  satin,  and  various  silk  fabrics,  whether  of  pure  silk  or 
containing  other  fibers  in  a  proportion  not  exceeding  70  per  cent. 
The  present  duties,  except  those  on  gloves,  are  31  per  cent  on  a  fixed 
valuation  ranging  from  6  to  30  pesos  per  kilo,  and  to  these  are 
added  surtaxes  amounting  to  14  per  cent  of  the  official  valuation. 

VJElIISZTrELA. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Gualra,  Aug.  21.] 

Bedvctioa  on  Fuel  Oils. 

A  presidential  decree  of  August  19,  1916,  reduces  the  import  duty 
on  crude  petroleum  and  heavy  mineral  oils  not  specified  in  the  tariff 
from  0.10  to  0.0125  bolivar  per  kilo  (from  $1.37  to  $0.1725  per  100 
pounds,  including  surtaxes).  Such  products  have  also  been  ex- 
empted from  consumption  taxes  by  another  decree  of  the  same  date. 
These  concessions  have  been  made  in  order  to  conserve  the  forests 
of  the  country  by  making  available  other  fuel  than  wood  and  wood 
charcoal.  The  price  of  coal  has  become  almost  prohibitive  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  although  coal  is  on  the  free  list.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  a  duty  of  less 
than  0.05  bolivar  per  kilo  (the  rate  applicable  to  articles  included 
in  the  first  class  of  the  customs  tariff)  has  been  prescribed. 


NEW  CIVIL  CODE  OF  VENEZUELA. 

A  new  civil  code  passed  by  the  Congre-ss  of  Venezuela  and  ap- 

£  roved  by  the  President  is  published  in  a  special  edition  of  the 
►iario  Oficial  of  August  31.  This  code,  which  becomes  effective 
December  19  of  the  present  year,  replacing  the  civil  code  of  1904, 
includes  regulations  governing  sales,  mortgages,  registrations,  execu- 
tions, making  of  contracts,  and  payment  of  obligations.  The  code 
(in  Spanish)  may  be  consulted  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
80460b. 
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SHIFBTJILDIHa  ACTIYITIES  OS  UFPES  FIBTH  OF  FORTH. 

[Consul  n.  D.  Van  Sant,   Dunfermline,   Scotland.  Sept  4.] 

The  new  ship  Countess  of  Mar  and  Kelly,  of  2^200  tons,  intended 
for  the  general-cargo  trade,  has  been  launched  at  Alloa,  on  the  upper 
Forth,  m  the  Dunfermline  consular  district.  As  this  was  the  first 
important  launching  at  Alloa  of  the  new  Forth  Shipbuilding  & 
Engineering  Co.,  interest  was  widespread  in  this  locality,  and  there 
was  a  large  concourse  of  spectators. 

The  steamship  is  285  feet  long,  42  feet  G  inches  molded  breadth, 
and  22  feet  6  inches  upper-deck  depth.  It  is  said  that  several 
vessels  of  similar  size  arc  to  be  built  at  this  point  in  the  near  future, 
and  that  hereafter  merchant  shipbuilding  on  a  largely  increased 
scale  will  be  inaugurated  on  the  upper  Forth,  some  10  miles  above 
the  Bosyth  naval  base. 


OFENINa  OF  KIVEB  FORI  AT  UBOTJRHE. 

(Vice  Consul  Frank  C.  Lee,  Bordeaux,  France,  Sept.  0.] 

It  has  been  announced  that  the  chamber  of  commerce  at  Liboumc. 
a  river  town  about  the  same  distance  inland  as  Bordeaux  but  on 
the  Dordogne,  the  other  branch  of  the  Gironde  River,  has  voted  to 
put  that  port  in  condition  for  river  transportation.  Because  of  its 
minor  importance,  the  port  has  fallen  into  disuse,  but  at  present  it 
may  prove  very  valuable  in  supplementing  the  shipping  facilities  of 
Bordeaux.  If  improvciuonts  are  made  as  planned,  river  boats  and 
small  vessels  can  easily  be  handled.  Operations  are  to  begin  im- 
mediately. 

Liboume  is  (he  center  of  a  hirge  wine-growing  region. 


THE  YOBHSHISE  HOHEY  HAHyEST. 

(Vice  Consul  Charles  E.  Taylor,  Leeds,  England,  Sept.  2.] 

A  contributor  to  the  Yorkshire  Post  reports  as  follows  on  the 
honey  harvest  in  the  Leeds  consular  district : 

Yorkshire  Iiouey  is  \Vs.c\y  to  t>e  very  scarce  tbls  season.  Tbe  beatber  is  fnlly 
n  fortnlglit  late  in  blooming,  and  this  in  itself  nearly  always  means  a  poor 
jield  of  Iioney  from  the  moorland  apiaries.  Tlie  heather  bloom  on  the  North 
Tiorksliire  moors  is  very  poor,  Indeed;  in  fact,  the  higher  reaches  are  prac- 
tically devoid  of  bloom,  and  It  is  the  higher  altitudes  that  produce  tbe  best  and 
largest  crop  of  honey. 

The  yield  is  bound  to  l)e  small,  and  one  bee  keeper  of  long  experience  esti- 
mates that  10  to  15  pounds  per  hive  will  be  a  very  good  yield  for  the  season. 
More  than  half  the  stocks  taken  on  the  moors  will  not  give  any  surplus  at  all. 


TO  DISCUSS  DEFIinTIONS  Aim  STAITDABDS  FOB  SFICES. 

A  public  hearing  on  definitions  and  standards  for  spices  will  be 
held  in  New  York  on  October  16,  191G,  at  10  a.  m.  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  definitions  and  standards  representing  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Association  of  OfBcial  Agricultural 
Chemists,  and  the  Association  of  American  Dairy,  Food,  and  Drug 
Officials.  The  hearings  will  be  held  in  the  office  of  the  United  States 
Food  and  Drug  Inspection  Laboratory,  Room  1012,  Appraisers 
Stores,  Christopher  and  Washington  Streets. 
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PEOPOSAIS  FOE  OOVEENMENT  STJPPnES  AND  CONSTRUCTION. 

[Correspondence  s!:ouId  be  direct  with  tbe  offices  named,  and  spcclQcntlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  al  the  points  where  the  i;oodR  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  loo  short  to  pi'rmlt  Arms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  nsk  to  be  plnrrd  on  tbe  mullInK  llxts  of  such  oflices  to  receive  uotiees  culling  (or 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Signal  Corps  siipplicn.  No.  3622. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Chief  Sijnial  OlBcer,  War  Depurtinent.  Washinstoii,  D.  C.  until 
October  3.  1916.  for  funiishinj;  the  Si^niul  Corps  witli  pluKS  for  tarKet  rariKO 
outlet  boxes,  and  metal  terniliial  bt>xes.  Further  Infoniintion  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  above-named  office.     (Proposal  No.  854.) 

ShipfyuUding  teays  and  appurtenances.  No.  3623. — Sealed  projwsals  will  be  ro- 
celve<l  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department.  Washlnirton, 
D.  C,  until  October  21.  1916,  for  extension  to  shipbuilding  ways  and  appur- 
tenances at  the  navy  yard,  Bo.ston,  Mus.s.  Plans  and  si)eclflcntlons  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Construction  toork.  No.  3624. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Water- 
vllet  Arsenal.  VVatervllet,  N.  Y..  until  October  23.  1916,  for  extensive  altera- 
tions to  existing  structures  at  VVatervllet  Arsenal,  and  the  erection  of  new 
ones  In  accordance  with  plans  and  sijecificatlons  which  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  above-named  arsenal. 

Signal  Corps  supplies.  No.  3625. — Sealed  propnrails  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Wsshlnirton,  D.  C  until 
October  13.  1916,  for  furnishing  the  Signal  Corps  with  single  head  receivers, 
ringers,  screwplugs,  caps,  rings,  slides,  generators,  plugs,  cups,  condensers, 
carbide  charges,  and  traosinitters.     (Proposal  No.  853.) 

Clinical  thermometers.  No.  3C26. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Medical  Supply  Depot.  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  until  October  4.  1916,  tor  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "D." 
transport  dock.  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco, .  Cal.,  200  clinical  5-Inch  ther- 
mometers. Further  Informatloo  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Portland  cement.  No.  3627. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector.  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furntahtng  1.500  barrels  of'  Portland 
cement  to  Oalveston.  Tex.,  pretmld.  Further  Information  will  be  furnished 
on  application  to  the  abovei-rmmed  office. 

Porcelain  strips.  No.  3628. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington.  D.  C,  for  furnish- 
ing porcelain  standard  terminal  strips.     (Proposal  No.  855.) 

Groceries  and  supplies.  No.  3629. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  Quartermaster,  308  Oumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until  Septem- 
ber 29,  1916,  for  furnishing  on  or  before  October  5,  1916,  white  com  mea), 
yellow  corn  meal,  green  tea.  vinegar,  oleoinarglne,  sirup,  bac«>n,  canned 
cherries,  ham.  Jam,  green  peas,  and  strawberry  preserves.  Further  Infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  officer. 

Brass  ferrules,  etc..  No.  3630. — Senletl  proposals  will  bo  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
0,  1916,  for  furnishing  ferrules,  pins,  tubes,  slides,  plates,  etc.  (Proposal 
850.) 

Post-office  construct  ion.  No.  3631. — Sealed  proiwsals  will  Imj  received  at  the  Su- 
pervising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  31,  lOlC,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  post  office  at  Wood- 
bury, N.  J.  Drawings  and  six'cifications  may  bo  (ibtaiiiod  from  the  cus- 
todian of  site  at  Wootlbury,  N.  J.,  or  from  the  above-named  office. 

Qravcl,  No.  .3632. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Ughtliouse  in- 
spector. New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing  770  cubic  yards  of  gravel  to 
Galveston,  Tex.,  prepaid.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  from  the 
above-named  officer. 

Post-office  equipment.  No.  3(333. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  13,  1916,  for  the  Installation,  complete,  of  the  moclianlcal  equip- 
ment, except  elevators  and  lighting  fixtures,  in  the  post  office  and  court- 
house at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  in  accordance  with  drawings  and  specifications, 
copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Blrmlng* 
ham,  Ala.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 
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FOBEION  TSAOE  OFFOBTUmTIES. 

Reserved  nddrosscs  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  dlmtrict  offlcea.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  mtiLte  opportunity  number. 
The  Bureau  docs  not  fumlsb  credit  ratlnfrs  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  standln; 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  talten  in  all  cases. 

Flour-mill  maohincni,  Ko-  22527. — A  business  man  In  Portugal  desires  to  pnr- 
chas  conii>lc'te  etiiiipnient  for  a  flour  mill,  with  prospect  of  duplicating  the 
order,  if  .satisfactory.    Keference. 

Cotton  goods.  No.  22528. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  in  the  Far  East 
reports  tlmt  a  firm  desires  samples  and  quotations,  c.  i.  t.  destination,  on 
the  following  lines  of  cotton  goods:  Thirty-inch,  2.85  yard  gray  drills, 
blue  and  black-dyed  drills,  cotton  Italians,  cheap  cotton  trouserings  48 
inches  wide,  and  white  ground  printed  shirtings,  31  and  32  Inches  wide. 
Reference. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  22529. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports 
that  a  merchant  in  bis  district  desires  to  establish  business  connections 
witli  an  American  exporting  and  importing  firm.  He  desires  to  export 
hides,  siiius,  cotton  seed,  and  caster  seed,  and  is  at  present  in  the  maricet 
for  cotton-glnnlng  machinery  and  other  machinery  for  preparing  cotton. 
Machinery  for  separating  castor  seeds  Is  also  required. 

Millinery  materials,  etc.,  No.  22530. — ^A  manufacturer  in  the  United  Kingdom 
writes  the  Bureau  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  materials  of  all  kinds  for 
the  manufacture  of  children's  millinery ;  also  for  cardboard  boxes. 

Portable  houses.  No.  22531. — A  firm  in  Spain  advises  an  American  consular 
officer  of  its  desire  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  port- 
able hotises.    Correspondence  In  Spanish. 

Ueial  leaves,  etc.,  No.  22532. — ^An  export  and  import  merchant  in  Japan  desires 
to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American  firms  manufacturing  and 
dealing  In  bookbinders'  and  lithographic  supplies;  cigarette  paper,  var- 
nishes, enamels,  etc.  The  Japanese  merchant  states  he  is  an  exporter  of 
metal  leaves,  blocking  foils,  bronze  powder,  and  gold  and  silver  threads. 
References. 

General  representation.  No.  22533. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Prance 
reports  that  a  newly  organized  export  and  Import  coinnilssion  agency  in 
his  district  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  witli  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  interested  in  extending  their  trade  in  that  country. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    No  particular  line  is  specified. 

Wax,  No.  22534. — A  wax  manufacturing  company  In  Canada  requests  the 
Bureau  to  place  it  in  touch  with  exporters  of  carnauba  was  and  other  raw 
waxes. 

Structural  iron.  No.  22535. — An  American  consular  officer  in  a  foreign  insular 
possession  writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  in'  the  market  for  bar 
structural  iron.    Amount  of  order  approximately  $5,000.    References. 

Paints,  oil,  leather,  etc..  No.  22riS6. — A  recently  establislie<l  commission  firm  in 
Central  America  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
liorters  of  paints  and  oils,  iH'troleum,  flour,  bides,  leather  for  shoemakers, 
thread,  aiul  otl'.er  lines  for  which  a  market  may  be  found  in  tliat  countrj-. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEECE. 


DISTRICT  OKtICES. 

NEW  YORK  t  Boob  40»,  CiutomhODH. 

BOSTO!)!  1801  CnitoBboate. 

CHIGIGO:  &04   Federal  Billdlni;. 

ST.  LOUIS:  40!  Third  Nttlooal  Bank  Balldlag. 

lTIiA>TA:  SSI  Post  OIBre  BalldlDK. 

XEW  ORLEANS:  lOSO  Ulbcrnla  Bank  Balldlns. 

SAN  FBAXaSCO:  307  Cattomhoase. 

SEATTLE:  84S  Hcarj  Balldlag. 


COOPEKATITE  OFFICES. 

CI>ETELATn>:  Chamber  of  fonmerce. 
CINCINNATI:  Ckimbrr  of  roinmrrce. 
CINCINNATI:  C  N.  O.  ft  T.  P.  Ej.  Co. 
1.08  ANGELES:  fhamlicr  uf  Commerce. 
rHILADELPHLA :  Chsniber  of  Comnerct. 
IHATTANOOfiA :  South  Auicrlcan  A^ent,  Soslk- 

era  By.  Co. 
PORTLAND,  OREG.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DAITON:  Greater  Daj-lon  AssocUlioa. 


WASniXGTOX  :  GOrCKNMEM    riilNTlXG  OFFICE:   J»l« 
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BUSINESS  ACTIVITY  US  BITSSIA. 

[L'£!conoml8tc  Kurop£en,  Sept.  8.] 

In  July  of  this  year  65  new  companies  were  formed  in  Russia 
with  a  total  capital  of  105,880,000  rubes  ($54,528,000  at  the  normal 
exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble) ,  as  compared  with  23  companies 
having  a  capital  of  $19^090,000  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1915 
and  22  companies  having  a  capital  of  $14,832,000  in  July,  1914. 
Eleven  of  the  new  companies,  with  a  capital  of  $8,642,000,  are  engaged 
in  the  mining  industry  j  11  companies,  with  a  capital  of  $8,266,W0,  in 
metallurgy;  8  companies,  with  capital  amounting  to  $6,489,000^  in 
commerce;  4  companies,  with  capital  of  $5,562,000,  in  the  chemical 
industry ;  and  5  companies,  with  capital  amounting  to  $3,605,000,  in 
business  connected  with  food  products. 


TEAOE  BETWEEN  BOTTKANIA  AND  SWITZEBLAND. 

[Consul  Walter  II.  Schuiz,  Berne,  Switzerland,  Aug.  20.] 

Roiiniaiiia's  appearance  as  a  belligerent  power  probably  will  not 
seriously  affect  economic  conditions  in  Switzerland,  nor  is  it  likely 
to  afford  any  considerable  extension  of  American  commercial  ac- 
tivity with  the  Swiss  people,  except  perhaps  in  mineral  oils. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe,  not  only  Russian  but 
Roumanian  grain  and  cei-eal  shipments  to  Switzerland  have  reached 
insignificant  proportions.  This  country  long  ago  was  compelled  to 
cover  the  shortage  by  increased  purchases  in  the  American  market, 
as  the  1915  import  figures  amply  establish.  It  will  doubtless  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  and  the  same  is  true  of  its  purchases  of  petroleum, 
benzine,  and  unrefined  machine  oils,  which  have  been  entering  this 
country  from  Roumanian  sources  in  unprecedented  quantities.  If 
Eoumania's  entrance  into  the  war  is  felt  at  all  by  the  Swiss  people,  it 
will  be  felt  in  this  particular  field. 

Ho  Fear  of  Petrolenm  Shortafe. 

For  the  immediate  future,  no  fear  of  a  shortage  in  petroleum  is 
felt  in  Swiss  circles.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  country  has  replenished 
its  exhausted  reserves  of  petroleum  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner, 
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according  to  reports.    It  was  able  to  do  so  by  srithholding  all  un- 
necessary stocks  from  the  market  during  the  summer  months. 

Steps  to  insure  a  future  supply  frcnn  me  United  States  are  already 
under  way,  and  a  public  statement  on  the  subject  is  expected  soon. 

'  Statistics  of  Swiss  imports  of  various  classes  from  Boiunania  in 
recent  years,  compared  with  the  imports  of  similar  articles  from  all 
countries,  in  normal  times,  includinjp;  those  from  the  United  States 
in  1913  and  1915,  probably  will  be  of  interest  to  American  exporters. 
These  are : 


Art  Mm. 


From  Roomanla. 


1913 


1014 


ISIS 


Ifonnsl 

Sviss 

imports. 


1913 


From  United  States. 


1911  19U 


Wheat 

Bye 

Oats 

Barley 

Com 

Floor. 

suing  betas 

Peas 

Eggs 

Banxlna. 

FMroleom 

Macblne  oils,  unreAned. 


Quintelt. 

502,054 

7.733 

U.OM 

10.974 

44.3(7 

340 

3.5U 

3,348 

1,846 

7,333 

«17 

4,933 


QttteM*. 

105, 2M 

1.414 

20.634 

8,214 

87,738 


Qutiltolf. 
1,671 


401 
3.387 
2,198 


1,604 
363 
228 

9.748 
2,838 
5.860 


1,77« 

18,463 

44,710 

490 


Quintetf. 

6.292,278 
187,873 

1,771.595 
2S9.I07 

1,216.464 
381.3ae 
39.2BS 
81.841 
137.757 
180.882 
829.428 
188,898 


Quintal*. 
1,603,098 


Qaivtali. 
4,578.981 


229.964 


21,fBS 
1,19* 


846,133 

190.2*6 

118.816 

67.  n9 

Ttl 


38.t76 
464.843 
27,970 


86.  za 

SI.UB 
112,787 


BESVHPnON  OF  WOBE  DT  HOVA  SCOTIA  COAX  HOSES. 

[CoDstil  BL  Terne  Bichardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick.  Ouudk.  Sept.  11.1 

Another  indication  of  increasing  industrial  activity  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces  of  Canada  is  afforded  by  the  prospective  reopening  of  the 
Chignecto  coal  mines  near  Amherst,  Nova  Scotia.  At  a  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  directors  of  the  Maritime  Coal,  Railway  &  Power  Co.,  at 
Chignecto,  it  was  decided  that  these  mines,  which  have  been  idle  for 
several  years,  be  again  operated,  and  as  a  result  work  will  be  begun 
at  an  early  date.  The  above  company  furnishes  power  to  the  indus- 
tries at  Amherst  as  well  as  to  the  town  itself  and  other  near-by 
centers.  Its  coal  supplies  for  some  time  have  been  drawn  from  the 
Joggins  mines,  several  miles  away.  The  reopening  of  the  Chignecto 
mines  will,  it  is  anticipated,  eifect  an  economy  in  the  company's 
operations.  

MABEET  FOE  AMEBICAN  CANNED  TOMATOES. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada,  Sept.  14.] 

In  talking  over  the  canned-vegetable  situation  I  was  this  morning 
informed  by  a  Kingston  dealer  that  he  would  not  be  suprised  if  be- 
for  the  arrival  of  winter  wholesale  houses  would  be  obliged  to  import 
canned  tomatoes  from  the  United  States.  To  be  ready  for  this  event 
I  ask  that  American  canners  forward  me  their  price  lists  and,  if 
possible,  a  can  of  their  goods.  All  communications  and  samples 
should  be  addrescd  to  the  American  Consul,  Kin^on,  Ontario, 
Canada. 

I  believe  there  will  be  an  opening  not  only  at  Kingston  but  also 
in  other  parts  of  Ontario  for  American  canned  goods.  A  strict  com- 
pliance with  the  food  regulations  of  the  United  States  would  prove 
acceptable  to  the  Canadian  customs  officials. 
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THE  CASTOB-On.  FLAHT  OF  INBIA. 

[Consul  Laden  Memmlnger,  Madras.] 

The  castor-oil  plant  {Ricinus  communis)  is  cultivated  throughout 
India.  There  are  said  to  be  16  A'arieties — or,  rather,  cultivated  states 
that  merge  from  one  to  the  other — and  these  have  been  roughly 
grouped  by  most  writers  under  two  great  types,  one  of  which  is  a 
tall  bush  or  small  tree  of  perennial  growth,  usually  planted  as  a  hedge 
cr  in  lines  through  the  fields  where  it  affords  desirable  shade  to 
other  and  more  valuable  crops.  This  gives  a  large  seed  with  an 
abundance  of  inferior  oil.  The  other  type  is  an  annual  plant  some- 
times grown  as  a  pure  crop,  though  more  frequently  in  mixed  culti- 
vation. It  gives  a  small  seea,  the  better  qaulities  of  which,  by  careful 
process  of  expression,  afford  the  superior  qualities  of  the  oil  of 
commerce. 

Mention  is  made  by  writers  on  this  subject  of  a  third  important 
grade,  namely,  a  castor  which,  by  special  selection,  has  come  to  yield 
a  seed  that  contains  no  poisonous  principle  and  the  oil  of  which  is 
edible. 
Forelifii  Trade  in  Oil  and  Seed. 

The  European  demand  for  castor  seed  and  oil  from  India  is  fairly 
modem,  as  statistics  show  that  India  did  not  begin  to  produce  the 
medicinal  oil  until  about  1815,  and,  in  fact,  imported  medicinal  castor 
oil  prior  to  that  period,  though  the  castor  plant  is  Icnown  to  have  ex- 
isted in  India  for  a  very  long  time.  In  the  great  export  traffic  that 
has  grown  up  since  then  Bengal  is  the  chief  exporting  Province 
for  oil,  while  seeds  are  most  largely  shipped  brom  Bombay,  though  in 
each  case  exports  from  Madras  are  of  considerable  importance. 

The  extent  to  which  Britisli  India  exported  castor  oil  and  seed  by 
sea  during  the  past  three  fiscal  years  and  the  destinations  of  these 
shipments  are  shown  in  the  table  below.  The  quantities  are  stated  in 
imperial  gallons,  equivalent  to  1.2  American  gallons,  and  in  hundred- 
weight or  112  pounds;  the  official  values  have  been  converted  to 
United  States  gold  at  the  rate  of  $0.32443  to  the  rupee. 


Quantity. 

Valusi 

1913-14 

1914-15 

191&-16 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1915-1; 

oil 

OaU. 
1,007,001 
87,250 
506.911 
141,414 
271,420 

Cwt. 

2,697,754 

1,113,603 

290,448 

419.775 

195.228 

235,707 

<a-..682 

31,452 

Oalt. 

63,960 
470.116 
106,120 
266,073 

Cwt 
1,656.294 
705,680 
113,382 
231,686 

14,036 
224,066 
321,660 

45,184 

Gab. 
1,451,655 
698,280 
344,392 
91.740 
317,243 

Cwt. 
1,758,903 
829,156 

1450,170 
43,345 

218,015 
67,210 

121,600 

6,504,800 

2,648.915 

746.505 

1,008,315 

479.925 

554,880 

993.945 

72,315 

1406,595 
23,830 
308,120 
52,165 
122,490 

3,783.210 

1,575.445 

271,645 

527,805 

32,875 

483,655 

774,740 

97,045 

1629, 24-> 

X'liited  Kingdom 

Australbiand  New  Zealand. 
Straits  Settlements 

310,810 
139,490 

42,705 

136,240 

Seed 

3,903.835 

United  Kingdom 

Belgium 

1,863,995 

Franco  .               

628,810 

Italy   .  '            

156,751 
354,412 
137,079 

363,150 

777,225 

Ail  other  .  otintxics  

380,655 

Share  of  Madras  Presidency — Chlet  Producing  Centers. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  shipments  of  castor  oil 
from  the  Madras  Presidency  to  foreign  coimtries  were  384,305  gal- 
lons, valued  at  $162,866.    The  demands  from  the  United  Kingdom 
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were  very  heavy,  and  Ceylon,  Mauritius,  and  the  Straits  Settlements 
were  next  largest  purcl^asers.  The  shipments  of  castor  seed  during 
the  same  period  were  108,620  hundredweight,  valued  at  $^3,859,  of 
Avhich  the  United  States  received  the  largest  sliare,  or  41,998  hun- 
dredweight, valued  at  $81,757.  The  United  Kingdom  and  France 
are  the  other  principal  purchasers.  The  total  exports  of  castor  seeds 
from  the  Presidency  in  1915-16  to  all  countries  were  far  below  the  nor- 
mal, as  the  average  for  the  five  years  ending  1913-14  was  291,151 
hundredweight,  valued  at  $674,497. 

In  1905-6  out  of  the  total  of  1,300,000  hundredweight  of  castor 
seeds  shipped  from  India,  Bombay  supplied  fully  1,000,000  hundred- 
weight, the  remainder  having  gone  from  Madras  and  Sind.  The 
producing  region  for  this  export  traffic  would  appear  to  be  the 
Nizam's  Territory  and  Bombay  Presidency,  with  the  Central  Prov- 
inces and  Berar  supj)lying  a  small  proportion.  Hyderabad  is  the 
chief  center.  Karachi  exports  are  doubtless  Punjab  and  Bajputana 
castor  seed,  since  practically  no  castor  seed  is  grown  in  Sind. 

on  Hills  of  Bengal  and  Madras. 

Previous  to  the  war  the  exports  of  castor  oil  from  India  showed  a 
tendency  to  diminish,  while  the  traffic  in  castor  seed  very  materially 
increased.  The  reasons  for  this  are  said  to  be,  first,  that  most  for- 
eign countries  accept  the  seeds  free  of  duty  but  impose  an  import 
tax  on  oil  and  oil  cake;  second,  the  transportation  of  seeds  by  sea 
is  easier  and  less  expensive  than  the  carriage  of  oil ;  and,  third,  im- 
proved and  expensive  machinery  in  Europe  and  America  has  raised 
the  standard  of  the  oil  as  well  as  lowered  the  cost  of  production 
there,  the  result  being  that  the  competition  has  told  on  the  meUiods 
followed  in  India  as  a  whole,  although  here  and  there  all  over  India 
castor  oil  is  manufactured  bv  European  machinery  also. 

The  castor-oil  mills  of  Calcutta  use,  on  an  average,  close  to  700,000 
hundredweight  of  seed,  drawn  mainly  from  the  United  Provinces 
and  Bengal.  The  quantities  obtained  from  other  regions  are  incon- 
siderable. The  large-seeded  form,  which  they  mainly  use,  comes  from 
the  Provinces  named,  while  the  small-seeded  comes  from  Madras. 
There  were  in  Bengal,  in  1904,  75  oil  mills  that  gave  employment  to 
2,836  persons.  These,  according  to  an  authoritative  writer,  are 
doubtless  mainly  Calcutta  mills,  concerned  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  in 
the  production  of  castor,  and  furnish  the  quantities  of  that  oil  ex- 
ported from  Calcutta  to  foreign  countries.  As  compared  with  these 
figures  Madras  had  24  oil  mills  that  employed  1,476  persons  during 
1904,  but  not  all  of  them  were  devoted  to  the  production  of  castor 

on. 

Varied  TTses  of  Castor  Products. 

Sir  George  Watt,  in  his  "  Commercial  Products  of  India  " — from 
which  work  much  of  the  above  information  has  been  gleaned — thus 
describes  the  varied  uses  to  which  castor  oil  and  cake  are  put: 

The  oil  is  largely  burned,  some  few  years  ago  more  extensively  than  at  the 
present  time.  It  Is  believed  to  give  a  cooler  and  brighter  light  than  other 
vegetable  and  mineral  oils  and  to  burn  more  steadily.  The  value  of  castor 
oil  as  n  preservative  has  long  been  known,  ond  on  that  property  d^>ends  its 
onployment  on  leather  goods  of  all  kinds,  also  as  a  lubricant  for  niaclttDery, 
It  is  frequently  employed  by  the  Indian  dyers  as  an  aoxillary  in  certain 
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tinctorial  results,  and  similarly'  by  calico  printers.  Medicinally  the  oil  holds 
an  important  position,  and  the  white  seed  is  iq>eclally  preferred  for  that 
purpose. 

The  oil  cake  is  regarded  as  a'  good  fuel,  but  It  is  never  fed  to  cattle ;  is  fairly 
largely  used  by  cobblers  for  stuffing  the  soles  of  the  shoes  they  make  or  repair. 
The  cake  i.<t  generally  stated  to  contain  the  whole  of  the  poisonous  property  of 
the  seed,  it  is,  however,  rich  in  nitrogen  and  therefore  much  in  demand  as  a 
manure,  especially  for  potatoes  and  sugar  cane.  In  some  parts  of  India  the 
cake  and  even  clieap  castor  seed  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  gas,  wlilch  is 
treated  exactly  like  coal  gas  ond  is  in  sonic  respects  superior  to  It. 


FsosircnoN  of  gold  aih)  shveb  ih  annam. 

[Consul  Lawrence  P.  Brlggs,  Saigon,  Frencli  Indo-Cbtna,  Aug.  1.1 

There  is  a  small  ^old  and  silver  mine  in  central  Annam,  near  the 
village  of  Bong-Miu,  about  65  miles  southwest  of  Tourane.  The 
minerals  are  found  in  pyrite  and  quartz  extracted  from  the  side  of  a 
hill.  Traces  are  found  which  show  that  the  Chinese  worked  this 
mine  many  years  ago,  and  since  the  French  occupation  several  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  exploit  it.  La  Compagnie  Miniere  de 
Bong-Miu  was  organized  in  1898,  and  during  tne  two  succeeding 
years  obtained  four  mining  concessions  in  this  vicinity.  This  com- 
pany began  operations  in  1903  with  a  comparatively  modem  equip- 
ment, went  into  liquidation  in  1907,  was  reorganized  again  in  1908, 
and  has  recently  installed  a  more  modem  equipment,  which  is  being 
constantly  improved. 

Tunnels  at  Ulne  Nearly  Horizontal. 

The  gold-and-silver-bearing  quartz  is  obtained  by  means  of  nearly 
horizontal  tunnels.  About  15  tunnels  have  been  made  by  the  Frencli, 
and  about  100  shallow  wells  and  shafts  were  made  by  the  Chinese  and 
Annamites  in  earlier  days.  At  present  three  timnels  400  to  700  yards 
in  length  are  being  worked.  The  native  hand  laborers  work  witli 
picks,  assisted  by  compressed-air  drills  and  dynamite.  The  ore  is 
transported  to  the  mill  by  aerial  automatic  gravity  cars.  A  modern 
quartz  crusher  pulverizes  the  rock  to  a  fineness  of  a  cubic  millimeter. 

Most  of  the  sterile  rock  is  eliminated,  and  the  remaining  mixture 
of  pyrites  and  earth  is  treated  in  large  steel  vats  with  a  solution  of 
}x>tassium  cyanide,  which  dissolves  the  gold.  The  liquid  is  then 
filtered  through  the  bottom  and  conducted  into  wooden  boxes  con- 
taining zinc  filings,  where  the  gold  is  deposited.  It  is  collected  every 
month  and  taken  to  the  laboratory,  where  it  is  melted  into  ingots, 
then  carried  to  Tourane  to  be  sent  to  France  by  parcel  post. 

The  amount  of  quartz  crushed  to  obtain  this  gold  averages  about 
27,000  tons  a  year.  About  500  native  laborers  are  employed  at  the 
mine  and  in  the  mill. 

Xakes  Use  of  Hydroelectric  Power. 

Until  recently  the  motive  power  used  in  the  mill  has  been  fur- 
nished by  a  neighboring  cascade,  but  this  was  found  insufficient  dur- 
ing the  dry  season.  A  few  years  ago  an  electric  plant  of  175  horse- 
power was  established  on  the  Song-van  River,  from  which  the  elec- 
tricity is  transmitted  to  the  mill  by  about  2  miles  of  aluminum  wire. 
From  here  the  power  is  transmitted  by  copper  wires  throughout  the 
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mill  and  the  mines  wherever  needed.  The  entire  plant,  ezc^  the 
aerial  cables,  is  now  run  by  electric  force.  This  is  tlie  only  place 
where  hydroelectric  i>ower  is  used  in  French  Indo-China. 

Figures  have  been  prepared  showing  the  weight  in  grams  and 
the  value  in  United  States  currency  of  the  product  of  this  mine  dur- 
ing the  years  190a-191i'),  respectively.  The  weight  statistics  for 
1010-1915  are  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines  (Service  des  Mines) 
of  French  Indo-China.  TTie  values  arc  from  the  director  of  customs 
at  the  port  of  Tourane.    The  figures  are: 


Yean. 

Gold. 

BOtw. 

Tool 

VataeL 

1903 

Ommt. 
17.830 
S7.S30 
66.210 
43.790 
64.000 

III  060 
66.000 
70.su 
85,000 

Oranu. 

9.218 

16.153 

36,464 

23,990 

Onm», 

811.506 

M.«eo 

43.368 

loot 

1905 

1906 

SS.060 

1907 

31  607 

1908 „ i 

64.687 
23.000 
26,807 
73.000 

74.  SB 

1909 

43.  nt 

1910 

S1.9S0 

o.oas 

48,18 

1911 

"'ffilow' 
130.000 
154.900 
M.EB 

1912 

1913 

ff7  fiSO 

1914 

00.(60 

1916 

48.060 

The  mountains  of  Annam  and  Laos  e^wcially,  and  those  of  Ton- 
kin in  a  lesser  degree,  are  known  to  contam  gold  and  silver;  but  UlA 
of  capital  and  transportation  facilities  have  prevented  exploitation 
or  even  careful  exploration. 


DAMAGE  TO  JAMAICAN  CROPS  BT  BECElfr  HUBBICABE. 

[Vice  Coiuol  Edward  B.  Cipriani,  Port  Antonio,  Sept.  «.] 

The  estimated  average  loss  to  the  principal  crops  in  the  island  as 
a  result  of  the  recent  hurricane  amounts  to :  Bananas,  practically  lOO 
per  cent ;  ground  provisions,  60  per  cent ;  coconuts,  40  per  cent ;  cocoa, 
25  per  cent;  other  fruit,  15  per  cent;  and  sugar  cane,  5  per  cent. 

A  public  meeting  was  recently  held  in  Port  Antonio  for  the  pur- 
pose of  starting  an  agricultural  loan  bank,  from  which  small  sums  of 
money  may  be  advanced  to  the  smaller  proprietors  to  aid  them  in 
replanting  their  lands.  Nothing  definite  has  been  done  up  to  tiais 
date,  but  shares  in  the  proposed  bank  will  be  offered  for  sale  shortly, 
and  it  is  hoped  by  this  means  to  get  sufficient  funds  to  start  the  bank. 

Cargo  Boats  Departing  Empty. 

All  fruit  boats  arriving  since  the  hurricane  at  this  port  have  de- 
parted empty  for  Cuba  or  Central  America  to  get  cargoes  there  for 
the  United  States,  and  no  ships  are  now  calling  here  except  the  three 
small  freighters  that  ply  regularly  between  Jamaican  ports  and  New 
York.  With  the  exception  of  a  small  lot  of  coconuts  and  very  little 
cocoa  taken  by  these  ships,  no  shipment  of  any  kind  has  been  made 
from  this  port  since  the  hurricane. 

The  Atlantic  Fruit  Co.,  the  second  largest  shippers  of  fruit,  next 
to  the  United  Fruit  Co.,  in  the  colony,  after  duonissing  several  of 
its  employees,  has  removed  its  offices  from  Port  Antonio  to  Kingston. 
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TBADE  METHODS  OF  SICILIAN  LEMON  LRBUSTBT. 

tConsul  Samuel  H.  Shank,  Palermo,  Italy,  Aug.  23.] 

The  cultivation  of  lemons  has  been  one  of  the  important  industries 
of  Sicily  from  time  immemorial,  but  it  has  made  decided  advances  in 
the  last  decades.  There  are  no  statistics  to  show  the  number  of  trees 
now  growing.  In  1898  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  G,000,000  in 
the  iSand  of  Sicily.  From  calculations  made  from  the  production  in 
1915  and  the  acreage  under  cultivation  it  is  thought  that  there  are 
between  11,000,000  and  12,000,000  trees.  Statistics  for  June,  1916, 
show  that  there  were  88,797  acres  planted  in  lemons,  oranges,  and 
mandarins,  the  larger  proportion  being  lemons.  The  production  of 
these  fruits  in  all  Italy  in  1915  was  560,500  tons  (of  2,204  pounds), 
while  of  lemons  alone  it  was  534,300  tons. 

Growers  Seldom  Export  Frnit — ^Bank  Advances. 

Very  few  of  the  lemon  growers  export  their  own  crop.  As  a  rule 
the  grower  sells  his  lemons  on  the  tree  to  a  shipper  or  buyer  for  a 
factory.  There  is  no  organization  of  the  proprietors,  and  each  one 
sells  when  and  where  he  deems  best.  The  shippers  as  a  rule  buy  a 
whole  orchard  at  so  much  per  thousand  and  then  gather  the  crop  as 
they  think  opportune.  Sometimes  the  different  crops  are  sold  sep- 
arately. If  tne  crop  is  sold  as  a  whole  the  buyer  usually  does  the 
harvesting,  but  if  each  picking  is  sold  the  work  is  done  by  the  pro- 
prietor. 

In  general,  when  the  shipper  buys  a  crop  he  pays  one-third  of  the 
price  at  the  time  of  making  the  contract,  one-third  at  the  time  the 

fathering  is  begun,  and  the  remainder  when  the  gathering  is  completed, 
^hen  the  fruit  is  shipped  the  banks  advance  a  certain  sum  on  ac- 
count on  the  presentation  of  the  shipping  documents.  This  sum  varies 
according  to  the  shipper  or  according  to  advices  from  London.  If 
the  lemons  are  shipped  on  account  of  the  exporter  the  bank  usually 
advances  40,  50,  or  60  per  cent  of  the  value,  but  if  the  exporter  has 
credit  at  the  bank  the  entire  value  may  be  advanced.  If  the  shipment 
is  made  for  account  of  any  importer  in  New  York  or  in  London  the 
local  bank  will  advance  only  on  advice  of  a  bank  in  New  York  or 
London. 

Auction  Sales — Exporters'  Association. 

Lemons  are  sold  at  auction  in  all  countries  except  Russia,  where 
they  are  shipped  on  order.  Auctions  are  maintained  in  normal  times 
in  New  York,  London,  Hamburg,  Cologne,  Berlin,  and  Budapest. 
Efforts  have  been  made  at  times  to  form  a  combination  of  the  ship- 
pers here  and  to  establish  the  business  on  a  firm  basis,  but  these  have 
always  resulted  in  failure.  It  has  been  the  desire  of  some  of  the 
exporters  to  sell  the  fruit  on  order,  as  is  done  in  Eussia  and  as 
oranges  are  sold  in  other  countries;  but  there  are  too  many  small 
shippers  engaged  in  the  business  to  form  a  combination  that  would 
prove  effectual. 

There  is  an  association  of  fruit  exporters  (Lega  Agramaria)  to 
which  a  majority  of  the  shippers  belong,  but  this  organization  has 
never  attempted  to  change  the  method  of  transacting  the  lemon  busi- 
ness.   It  has  protected  the  shippers  in  various  ways  and  looked  after 
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their  interests.  It  has  had  diarae  of  the  shipping,  and  all  space  for 
cargo  on  ships  must  be  obtained  through  the  Lega.  Tliat  is,  if  the 
members  of  the  Lega  have  sufficient  lemons  to  take  up  all  space  cm  a 
ship  the  navigation  company  can  not  take  the  cai^o  of  others.  In 
this  way  the  Lega  might  be  said  to  have  a  monopoly,  but  I  under- 
stand this  is  seldom,  if  ever,  exercised,  and  in  general  space  is 
assigned  to  the  first  applicants. 

Frcigrht  Bates — Packing. 

Shipments  to  Switzerland  are  by  rail,  as  are  also  some  to  Austria, 
(lermany,  Koumania,  and  Russia.  The  greater  part  are  by  sea,  and 
shipments  are  made  as  far  as  Australia.  The  United  States  is  the 
most  important  forei^  market. 

The  freight  rates  are  as  foUows:  To  the  United  States  the  rate  is 
Is.  Cd.  ($0,365)  per  bo.x,  but  this  is  subject  to  a  rebate  of  3d.  to  4i 
($0,061  to  $0,081)  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  those  shipmmts  that  were 
accepted  in  America.    On  rejected  shipments  no  rebate  is  allowed. 

The  freight  to  Liverpool  before  the  war  was  9d.  ($0,183)  per  box 
of  88  pounds  and  Is.  2d.  ($0,284)  for  the  English  case  weighing  132 
pounda  Now.  the  rate  is  2s.  3d.  ($0,547)  for  the  box  and  2s.  6<L 
($0,608)  for  the  case.  The  half  box  costs  2s.  ($0,487).  The  rate  to 
Melbourne  is  9s.  ($-2.19)  plus  10  per  cent  plus  35  per  cent. 

The  pre-war  rate  to  Hamburg  was  1  mark  ($0,238)  per  box;  to 
Trieste,  45  centesimi  ($a087). 

There  is  little  difference  m  the  packing  for  different  countries, 
except  that  the  English  market  takes  a  large-sized  case  as  well  as  the 
regular  size.  Also  the  English  market  prefers  the  large-siaed  lemons, 
whereas  the  American  prefers  the  small  fruit.  The  Kussian  mark^ 
requires  a  medium-sized  fruit,  but  of  first  quality.  Other  maikets 
take  first  and  second  and  sometimes  third  grade  lemons.  The  aver- 
age for  the  American  market  b  330  to  360.  lemons  per  box. 

ELECTBIC  APPLIAirCES  OAIH  PAVOB  JS  VEHEZUELA. 

[Consul  O.  K.  Donald,  Uaracaibo,  Sept.  8.1 

On  account  of  the  fact  that  coal  is  not  now  obtainable  here  at  a 
reasonable  price,  and  that  wood  fuel  is  uncertain — it  is  almost 
iiiipoi:sible  to  cut  it  during  the  rainy  season — the  owners  of  saw- 
mills, grist  mills,  hat  factories,  bakeries,  printing  establishments, 
and  numerous  other  small  industries  have  shown  increasing  interest 
in  electric  power  and  heating  devices  since  the  electric  company  has 
decided  to  supply  power  during  the  day.  There  is  a  good  opening 
for  all  kinds  of  electrical  appliances  for  domestic  and  industrial  use, 
such  as  fans,  stoves,  irons,  large  ovens  for  bakeries,  motor-driven 
pumping  outfits  for  private  houses,  motors  of  1  to  25  horse- 
power, etc. 

The  Maracaibo  Electric  Light  Co.  will  be  pleased  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  prices  of  all  these  lines  and  will  order  through  New 
York  commission  houses.  To  get  orders  in  this  market,  prices  must 
be  given  in  the  first  correspondence. 

Department  of  Agriculture  officials  in  charge  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  food  and  drugs  act  have  issued  instructions  to  inspectors  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  oats  shipped  in  interstate  commerce  in  oraer 
to  determine  if  any  shipments  are  adulterated  with  water. 
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BEKfiAL'S  FOSEIGN  TBAOE  IH  JUTE. 

The  following  data  on  Bengal's  fomgn  trade  in  jute  and  jiite 
products  are  taken  from  the  July  21  issue  of  the  Indian  (Govern- 
ment) Trade  Journal  and  relate  to  the  official  year  1915-16: 

niroiighout  the  year  Bengal's  export  of  jute  and  jute  manufactiu"es 
was  under  restriction  to  one  country  or  another,  but,  neTertheless,  the 
twelvemonth  was  one  of  prosperity  to  the  industry  and  the  local  mills 
made  profits  undreamed  of  in  the  years  of  peaceful  progress.  The 
increase  was  26  per  cent  with  a  record  output;  and  although  the  total 
value  was  less  than  in  1913-14  (when  the  raw  material  controlled  a 
very  liieh  range  of  prices),  it  was  greater  than  in  any  other  year  and. 
exceeded  1914-15  by  40  per  cent. 

With  the  cessation  of  the  mid-European  demand  raw  jute  was  ex- 
ported in  smaller  quantities  than  in  pre-war  years,  but  compared 
with  1914-15  the  1915-16  tonnage  was  larger  by  23  per  cent  and  the 
value  by  26  per  cent.  When  the  shipments  of  bags  and  cloth  are 
scrutinized,  the  expansion  of  this  trade  is  emphasized.  The  former  in 
nimiber  are  better  than  in  the  previous  year  by  100  per  cent,  and 
the  latter  in  yardage  by  13  per  cent;  values  are  higher  by  60  and  35 
per  cent,  respectively;  combined,  the  increased  value  represents  47 
per  cent.  Even  "  other  manufactures  "  (twist,  yam,  and  twine)  are 
larger  by  30  per  cent.  In  1914-15  the  jute  trade  represented  53  per 
cent  of  Calcutta's  exports ;  in  1915-16  it  rose  to  60  per  cent. 

Rise  in  Baw-Jute  Prices — Increased 'Exports. 

The  past  season  followed  one  of  excessively  cheap  jute,  leaving  little 
or  no  profit  to  the  grower;  but  with  mills  in  a  very  strong  position, 
prices  steadily  improved  and  the  new  crop  came  on  the  market  in 
August  at  ordinary  rates.  For  first  marks  the  year  opened  at  42 
rupees  ($13.63)  per  bale  (of  400  pounds),  spot;  in  May,  33  rupees 
($10.71)  ruled;  but  the  price  was  up  to  56  rupees  ($18.17)  in  Sep- 
tember, fell  to  48  rupees  ($15.57)  in  November,  and  with  many  small 
fluctuations  closed  at  58  to  59  rupees  ($18.82  to  $19.14)  per  bale.  The 
average  price  declared  at  the  customhouse  was  45  rupees  14  annas 
7  pies  ($14.89) ;  in  1914-15  it  was  44  rupees  15  annas  5  pies  ($14.59). 

The  consumption  of  raw  jute  by  the  local  mills  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1915,  was  4,806,750  bales;  for  the  season  just  closed  it  is 
estimated  at  5,066,140  bales. 

There  was  naturally  a  great  increase  in  the  exports  of  jute  to  the 
United  Kingdom — 34  per  cent  in  volume  and  45  per  cent  in  value, 
absorbing  55  per  cent  of  the  total  export.  To  the  United  States  the 
number  of  bales  rose  by  44  per  cent.  Italy  took  a  quantity  greater 
by  46  per  cent,  and  Spain  increased  its  purchases  by  57  per  cent. 
Suipments  to  Sweden  rose  from  6,681  bales  to  15,926  bales,  and  larger 
quantities  went  to  Norway,  Hongkong,  Australia,  Formosa,  and 
Egypt.  The  new  export  to  Vladivostok  is  purely  temporary,  and  has 
been  caused  by  Russia's  isolation  on  the  west. 

Factories  Prosperous — Advanced  Cloth  Prices. 

For  jute  manufactures  the  year  1915-16  was  one  of  unexampled 
prosperity,  they  having  advanced  in  value  from  25.77  crores  ($83,- 
606,600)  to  37.90  crores  ($122,960,200),  or  by  47  per  cent.  Both 
gunny  bags  and  gunny  cloth  expanded  phenomenally,  the  former  in- 
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creasing  in  volume  by  100  per  cent  and  in  value  by  60  per  cent.  Cloth 
advanced  by  13  and  35  per  cent,  respectively. 

Throughout  the  year  the  mills  worked  full  time  and  overtime  for 
the  purposes  of  military  requirements.  There  was  a  constant  and 
ever-increasing  demand  with  which  it  was  not  always  possible  to 
comply,  and  prices  therefore  steadily  advanced.  SpeaMng  generally, 
the  course  oi  prices  throughout  the  year  was  on  the  upgrade  for  all 
descriptions,  and  at  no  period* did  "forward"  rates  touch  so  high  a 
point  as  "spot."  Hessians  advanced  to  21  rupees  ($6.81)  in  August, 
and  speculators  at  this  high  limit  realized  very  good  returns.  In 
September  the  position  was  further  strengthened  by  the  militarj-  re- 
quirements for  Dags.  At  the  close  of  December  the  market  exhibited 
a  quieter  feeling,  largely  caused  by  realizations  of  speculators. 

In  the  current  year  (1916)  much  forward  contracting  has  bwn 
carried  out  by  the  mills  at  prices  well  over  1915  rates  and  running  up 
to  the  end  of  1916.  How  abnormal  has  been  the  rise  in  prices  is 
exemplified  by  the  following  C[uotations  for  certain  standard  goods : 
40-inch,  lOJ-ounce  hessian,  which  in  March,  1915,  stood  at  14  rupees 
8  annas  ($4.70),  was  18  rupees  8  annas  ($6)  in  December,  1915,  and 
24  rupees  ($7.79)  in  March,  1916;  "  B  "  twills  were  30  rupees  ($9.73). 
36  rupees  ($11.68),  and  42  rupees  ($13.63)  at  these  same  dates;  and 
Cuban  sugar  bags  were  40  rupees  ($12.98),  50  rupees  ($16.22),  and 
57  rupees  ($18.49)  per  luindred. 

British  and  Russian  Purchases. 

Bags  were  chiefly  absorbed  by  the  United  Kingdom  (38  per  cent), 
Russia,  France  (11  i^er  cent  each),  North  and  South  America  (6  per 
cent  each),  and  Australasia  (9  per  cent).  Cloth  went  principally  to 
North  America  (61  per  cent),  South  America  (16  per  cent),  and  the 
United  Kingdom  (15  per  cent).  To  the  United  Kingdom  the  in- 
crease was  very  marked,  the  total  value  expanding  from  2.18  croi'es 
($7,072,600)  to  7.65  crores  ($24,819,100);  bags  mcrcased  by  250,- 
000,000  or  529  per  cent,  and  cloth  by  113,000,000  yards,  or  168  per 
cent.  To  London  255,000,000  bags  were  shipped  and  51,000.000 
yards  of  cloth;  to  Liverpool,  40,000,000  bags  and  58,000,000  yards 
of  cloth;  and  even  to  Dundee,  although  only  880,400  bags  were  ex- 
ported, the  quantity  of  cloth  shipped  exceeded  70,000,000  yards.  In 
Dundee  it  was  a  year  of  unusual  prosperity,  the  only  drawback  being 
the  scarcity  of  workers. 

The  expansion  of  our  trade  with  Eussia  was  marvelous;  it  rose  in 
the  past  year  from  23  lakhs  ($746,200)  to  2.88  crores  ($9,343,700). 
In  1913-14  no  bags  were  exported,  in  1914-15  8,000,000  went,  and 
last  year  86,000,000  were  dispatched  thither.  Similarly,  with  cloth. 
Russia's  demand  has  risen  in  two  years  from  59,961  yards  to  19,000,- 
000  yards.  Gunnies  have  gone  not  only  to  Petrograd  and  Moscow. 
but  they  have  foimd  destinations  as  far  afield  as  Khokan,  Odessa, 
and  Kief.  So  great  has  been  the  demand  that  it  is  understood  bags 
have  been  distributed  in  Bussia  by  parcel  post. 

Shipments  to  France,  United  States,  and  Other  Countries. 

Owing  to  the  closing  of  the  factories  in  that  country,  France's 
demand  rose  in  value  from  9.38  lakhs  ($304,300)  to  2.17  crores 
[($7,040,200)  ;  bags  rose  from  2,520,000  to  85,090,000  and  cloth  from 
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a  negligible  figure  to  33,000,000  yards.  Exports  of  bags  to  South 
America  (chiefly  Chile  and  Peru)  were  larger  by  30  per  cent.  Egypt 
took  60  per  cent,  Cuba  70  per  cent,  and  Canada  79  per  cent  more  than 
in  1914-15. 

To  Australasia  cloth  fell  off,  and  though  bags  rose  by  10  per  cent 
exports  were  smaller  than  in  1913-14.  To  British  South  Africa  ship- 
ments of  jute  manufactures  rose  in  value  by  39  per  cent,  but  in  sales 
to  Portuguese  East  Africa  there  was  a  decline  of  34  per  cent.  The 
demand  from  Hongkong  and  China  rose  by  35  per  cent;  to  the 
former  exports  of  bags  and  cloth  rose  by  186  per  cent  to  16.69  lakhs 
($541,475),  to  the  latter  by  21  per  cent  to  71.28  lakhs  ($2,812,560). 

The  United  States'  trade  was  valued  at  10.10  crores  ($32,767,800), 
an  increase  of  0.02  per  cent,  but  in  quantity  bags  were  less  by  40  per 
cent  and  cloth  by  6  per  cent  and  combmed  are  the  lowest  since 
1912-13. 

AMERICAN  CONSITLAB  OFFICEBS  OK  LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Jewen,  Xohn  F. 

Oct.    1 
...do..... 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 

NOT.     1 

Galena,  m. 

Hajeltine  Ross.  , 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  reylon 

Havre,  France 

St.  nall,Swlti«rland.. 
Bristol,  England 

Department  ofState,  WashlnKton,D.a 
r;o  nnlTorsity  Club,  Kansas  City,  Uo. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

LoliiK,  Jam»  Oliver 

Leonard  Walter  A. 

O^bome  John  Ball......... 

Department  of  Stale,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pike  William  J 

ISOO  Eutaw  Place,  Balllmore.  Ud 

Henry,  Frank  Anderson.... 

Masterson.  William  W.« 

Oracey,  WUbur  T.» 

Donaldson.  Chester 

Puerto     Pinto,     Do- 
minican Ropublic. 

Diirhm.Roiith  Atrica. 

fieviUe,  Spain 

Fort    Limon,    Costa 
Bico. 

Oct.     1 

Sept.  30 
Oct.  30 
Nov.  12 

C/o  Ballowell  &  Henry,  27  Pine  Street. 
New  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yoakers,  N.  Y 

•  Consul  Klasterson  Informs  the  Bureau  that  he  will  be  in  New  York  City  from  Sept.  26 
to  30,  durlnit  which  period  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  interested  In  South  African 
commercial  matters.  Communications  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  oIQce, 
Room  409   CustomhoUKC,  New  York  City. 

»  Consul  Oracey  will  be  glad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  eastern 
cities  Interested  In  the  Spanish  trade  during  bis  visit  in  the  United  States. 


FOBEIGN  TBABE  OF  PANAMA. 

The  statistical  bulletin  of  the  Republic  of  Panama  issued  in  July. 
1916,  gives  the  total  value  of  the  exports  from  that  country  in  1915 
as  $3,348,262.  Of  this  amount,  $3,118,754  was  shipped  to  the  United 
States.  The  final  figures  for  the  imports  of  1914  show  that  goods  to 
the  value  of  $9,910,435  were  imported,  and  two-thirds  of  them,  or 
$6,344,872  worth,  came  from  the  United  States.  These  figures  do 
not  include  the  imports  by  parcel  post,  whicli  amounted  to  $239,823, 
making  the  total  1914  imports  $10,150^58. 
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BEOSGAHIZAnON  OF  BBAZHIAV  GOVEBNlfEBT  ENTEBFBISES. 

f  Commercial  AttacM  William  C.   DowDii,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jatf  29;  all  monetary  sunn 

expressed  in  U.  8.  gold.] 

The  following  is  a  translation  from  the  Diario  Official  of  July  27, 
1916,  of  a  project  to  convert  the  Brazilian  Government  enterprises 
of  the  Central  Railway  of  Brazil,  the  Lloyd  Brazileiro  Steamship 
Line,  and  the  Rio  Port  Works  into  stock  companies,  which  was 
admitted  into  the  Cliamber  of  Deputies  for  discussion  on  July  26 : 

Akticle  1.  The  Government  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  the 
Central  Railway  of  Brazil,  the  Brazilian  Lloyd,  and  the  Rio  Port 
Works  into  corporations,  more  or  less  along  the  lines  of  the  present 
organization  of  the  Bank  of  Brazil  and  as  hereinafter  set  forth : 

(a)  Central  Railway  of  Brazil.— Capital  $07332,000,  divided  Into  shares 
$58,399,200  and  debentures  $38,932,800. 

(6)  Brazilian  Lloyd.— Capital  $32,444,000,  divided  into  shares  $24,333,00u 
and  debentures  $8,111,000. 

(c)  Rio  Port  Works.— Capital  $48,666,000,  divUIe<l  into  shares  $32,444,000  aiul 
delientures  $16,222,000. 

The  above  figures  are  not  definite.  A  more  accurate  study  will  be 
necessary.    They  are  correct,  however,  in  a  general  way. 

How  the  Ghange  is  to  1>e  Effected. 

Art.  2.  Once  the  scheme  is  matured,  the  Government  will  open  sub- 
scriptions in  all  the  cities  of  Brazil  and  in  all  the  large  financial 
centers  of  America  and  Europe  for  the  sale  of  shares  of  these  corpora- 
tions up  to  one-half  of  their  rcspective  capital  in  shares,  the  Govern- 
ment retaining  in  its  possession  the  other  half  and  the  total  capital 
in  debentures,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  being  incorporated  in  the 
general  revenue  of  the  Republic. 

Section  1.  The  payment  for  these  shares  may  be  made  in  Brazilian 
currency  or  foreign  gold,  coupons  of  tlie  foreign  debt  at  par,  or  gold 
treasury  notes  in  circulation  at  the  prevailing  rate  of  the  day. 

Sec.  2.  The  Brazilian  Government,  a  large  lender  to  these  enter- 
prises, as  owner  of  all  the  debentures  will  protect  itself  with  the 
first  or  second  mortgage  on  all  the  properties,  works,  installations, 
materials,  etc.,  and  will  not  charge  any  interest  on  the  capital  invested 
in  those  loans.  All  the  net  profits  will  be  distributed  among  the 
shareholders,  except  when  exceeding  10  per  cent,  in  which  case  the 
excess  will  be  applied  to  the  debentures. 

Sec.  3.  The  personnel  of  the  Central  Railway  of  Brazil  and  of 
the  Rio  Port  Works  which  may  have  to  be  dispensod  with  under  the 
new  organization  will  have  its  rights  and  privileges  gimrantecd  ex- 
cept gratuities  and  the  "  housing  "  assistance. 

Art.  3.  All  the  aids,  subsidies,  and  privileges  enjoyed  at  present 
by  these  official  enterprises  will  be  maintained. 

Central  Bailway  of  Brazil. 

The  Federal  Inspector  of  Railways  estimated  the  cost  of  the  Cen- 
tral of  Brazil  up  to  1910  at  $80,136,680.  Without  any  definite  data 
for  the  last  six  years,  we  adopted  the  round  sum  of  $97,332,000  as  its 
cost  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  gross  revenue  in  the  budget  now  under  discussion  is  estimated 
at  $15,248,680,  and  if  the  road  were  operated  more  on  a  commercial 
basis  a  revenue  of  $16,222,000  would  not  be  an  exaggerated  one. 
Such  was  the  basis  we  adopted.    Taking  70  per  cent  as  operating 
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cost,  a  net  profit  of  $4,866,600  is  obtained,  which  is  equal,  in  round 
figures,  to  8  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  $58,399,200.  We  shall  therefore 
have  in  round  figures  to  facilitate  the  demonstration : 

Probable  gross  revenue $16,222,000 

Operating  cost,  70  per  cent 11,855,400 


Probable  net  profit 4, 866, 600 


Total  capital  In  shares 58.899,200 

Debt  of  the  Government 29, 199, 600 

Debt  of  the  shareholders 29, 199, 600 

Profit  belonging  to  the  Government 2,  433, 300 

The  Brazilian  Lloyd. 

It  was  not  possible  for  us  to  verify  what  was  the  actual  cost  of  the 
Brazilian  Lloyd  to  the  Government.  The  1915  report  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Treasury  states  only  that  it  was  transferred  to  the  Government 
by  decree  of  August  13,  1913,  and  the  Minister  of  the  Treasury  was 
authorized  to  issue  securities  up  to  $10,382,000  in  order  to  settle  the 
liabilities  of  the  company. 

The  gross  revenue  for  1915  was  $12,860,400  and  for  1914  $7,416,- 
000,  thus  showing  an  increase  for  1915  of  $5,444,400.  The  expendi- 
tures for  1915  may  be  grouped  as  follows :  General  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  steamers,  etc.,  $6,758,900;  shops,  $713,200;  improve- 
ments, $135,000;  a  total  of  $7,607,100,  which,  in  relation  to  the  gross 
revenue,  gives  a  percentage  of  59. 

To  be  verj'  conservative,  under  normal  conditions,  we  shall  adopt 
a  gross  revenue  of  $6,488,800  and  an  operating  cost  of  70  per  cent, 
wmch  will  produce  a  net  revenue  of  $1,946,640.  Making  the  profit 
rate  8  per  cent,  that  net  revenue  will  correspond  to  a  capital  of 
$24,333,000.  On  the  other  hand,  according  to  the  Treasury  budget,  in 
the  list  of  interest  payments  on  our  foreign  obligations  there  appear 
two  sums  for  loans  to  the  Brazilian  Lloyd  in  1906  and  1910  amount- 
ing to  $51,200  and  $194,700,  respectively,  or  a  total  of  $245,900,  the 
principal  of  which  exceeds  $4,866,500. 

Taking  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  we  adopted  for  the 
Brazilian   Llovd   a   share   capital   of   $24,333,000   and    debentures 
$8,111,000. 
Bio  Port  Works. 

The  expenditures  effected  in  connection  with  the  Rio  Port  Works 
are,  in  round  numbers,  according  to  competent  authorities,  $64,980,- 
525,  as  follows:  Floating  dock,  $944,575;  wharves,  $21,782,750:  Cen- 
tral Avenue,  $15,174,850;  personnel,  $9,502,250 ;  material,  $10,647,400; 
expropriations,  $6,928,700.  As  can  oe  seen,  there  are  two  items  totally 
foreign  to  the  port  works — the  floating  dock  and  Central  Avenue — 
which  are  included  in  the  expenditures,  and  which  amount  to  $16,- 
119,425.  They  should  be  excluded  from  the  new  company.  For  that 
reason  we  adopted  the  capital  of  $48,666,000,  $.32,444,000  in  shares 
and  $16,222,000  in  debentures. 

The  probable  revenue  of  the  Rio  Port  Works,  if  Article  XIX  of 
Law  No.  1313,  of  December  30,  1909  (which  provides  that  any  mer- 
chandise whatsoever  entering  or  leaving  the  harbor  will  have  to  pnss 
through  the  wharves  or  works  and  pay  the  respective  taxes),  is  juit 
in  force,  may  be  estimated  in  normal  times  at  $4,217,700.  Allowing 
the  average  operating  cost  of  other  Brazilian  ports  (40  per  cent,  or 
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$1,087,0^),  we  shall  have  a  net  profit  of  $2,530,620,  the  GoTemment's 
share  being  $1,2<}5,300.  plus  the  2  per  cent  gold,  or  a  total  of  $3,893.- 
300.  This  sum  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  three 
loans  of  the  Kio  Port  Works,  which  are:  Interest  and  commissior. 
on  the  loans  of  11K)3  and  1011.  $3^)82.400:  interest  on  internal  debt. 
$280,600;  trjtal.  S3.W;3,0'W. 

The  proposed  new  organization  of  these  three  large  Government 
industrial  enterpri-ses  has  a  twofold  object :  To  place  within  tlie  reach 
of  the  Govemnient,  during  a  period  of  three  or  four  years,  funds 
exceeding  $51,910,400,  and  to  give  a  higher  technical,  commercial,  an<l 
industrial  efficiency  to  the  enterprises. 

TRADE  BEVIEW  OF  BOLIVIA. 

The  annual  message  of  the  President  of  Bolivia,  delivered  at  the 
convening  of  Congress  at  La  Paz  on  August  6,  shows  a  considerable 
increase  in  tlie  foreign  trade  of  that  country  during  the  present  year. 
The  total  imports  an<l  exports  for  the  first  four  months  of  1910 
amounted  to  48,187ii42  bolivianos  (boliviano  equals  38.93  cents), 
these  figures  represent  iiig  an  increase  of  18,381,082  bolivianos  over 
the  foreign  trade  fur  the  same  period  in  1915.  The  imports  for  this 
first  third  of  1910  were  valued  at  8,008,664  bolivianos  and  the  exports 
at  40,178,578  bolivianos,  sliowing  an  excess  of  exports  over  import> 
of  32,169,914  bolivianos.  For  the  whole  of  1915  the  excess  of  exports 
over  imports  was  72.0:55.784  Ijolivianos. 

Effect  of  Trade  on  Foreign  Exchange. 

One  of  the  pffects  oi  this  difference  Iwtween  imports  and  exports, 
as  shown  by  the  President  in  his  message  quoted  in  the  West  Coast 
Leader,  was  the  rise  in  the  foreign  exchange  of  the  boliviano  from  a 
serious  depreciation  to  a  point  slightly  above  par,  with  a  tendency 
to  further  advance.  In  view  of  this  fact,  the  Government  deeme<l 
it  wise  to  anticipate  the  maturity  of  certain  foreign  obligations,  since 
by  making  payment  at  this  time  it  would  increase  the  demand  for 
drafts  and  establish  an  equilibrium  between  offer  and  demand. 
Accordingly,  the  Banco  de  la  Nacion  canceled  the  balance  of  the 
1915  loan  which  it  had  contracted  with  the  National  City  Bank  of 
New  York,  and  which  was  not  due  until  1917.  This  withdrew  drafts 
amounting  to  $708,333  from  the  Bolivian  market,  and  an  advance 
payment  to  a  London  bank  withdrew  $:llO,Gr)5  more.  The  rise  in  the 
exchange  rate  was  checked,  and  the  present  indications  are  tli:U  the 
rate  will  be  maintained  in  the  neighborhood  of  par.  All  Government 
obligations,  foreign  as  well  as  domestic,  are  paid  up  to  July  1  of 
this  year,  and  the  funds  credited  in  foreign  countries  to  Bolivian 
banks  amount  to  5,013,005  bolivianos,  a  substantial  increase  over  such 
funds  a  year  ago.  In  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  currency 
on  a  gold  basis,  the  President  renews  a  recommendation  made  a  year 
ago  for  the  coinage  of  Bolivian  gold  pieces.  Tlie  supply  of  English 
sovereigns  being  inadcrjuate,  and  the  Banco  de  la  Nacion  having  a 
quantity  of  gold  ingots  on  hand,  the  proposed  coinage  would  seem 
to  be  immediately  advisable. 
Customt  Bevennes. 

The  customs  revenues  in  1915  amounted  to  0,437,850  bolivianos, 
a  falling  off  of  2,781,788  bolivianos,  or  about  30  per  cent  from  the 
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receipts  of  1914.  This  decrease  is  chiefly  due  to  the  decrease  in 
imports  following  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe.  The  ejcports, 
on  the  other  hand,  have  greatly  increased,  but  they  are  composed 
chiefly  of  minerals  [see  Cx)mmeece  Reports  for  Mar.  27,  1916]  on 
which  there  is  no  duty,  or  only  a  low  rate.  The  total  duty  on  im- 
ports in  1915  was  less  than  12  per  cent  of  the  value,  and  the  total 
duty  on  exports  less  than  Z  per  cent.  In  consideration  of  these 
rat^,  and  the  country's  need  of  increased  revenues,  the  President 
favors  a  revision  of  the  tariff 

Proposed  Keasares  for  SeTelopment  of  Kesourcef. 

The  President  likewise  recommends  a  revision  of  mining  laws 
and  regulations,  to  facilitate  the  clearing  of  titles,  and  to  prevent 
the  increasing  controversies  over  doubtful  points.  Large  concessions 
of  petroleum  land  have  been  granted  in  various  parts  ot  Bolivia  and, 
although  as  yet  there  has  been  no  considerable  working  of  the  de- 
posits, the  President  proposes  the  passing  of  laws  to  govern  the 
exploitation  of  petroleum.  The  Government  has  heard  proposals 
for  the  commercial  exploiting  of  salt  and  chloride  of  sodium  de- 

f)Osits,  but  the  President  has  refused  to  accept  these  proposals,  bc- 
ieving  that  such  deposits  should  continue  to  be  worked  on  a  free 
basis  by  the  native  class  now  principally  exploiting  them,  and  Con- 
gress is  a^ed  to  pass  legislation  in  regard  to  this  question.  A 
tin  smelter  is  soon  to  be  installed  in  the  neighborhood  of  La  Paz, 
and  efforts  to  smelt  tin  electrically  on  a  commercially  paying  basis 
are  receiving  the  encouragement  of  the  Government. 

FOBEION-TBADE  COUSSE  AT  FHHASEIFHIA. 

A  foreign-trade  course  for  the  season  of  1916-17  is  to  be  given 
by  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Commerce  and  Accounts  at  the  Cen- 
tral Y.  M.  C.  A.,  1421  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Foreign  Trade  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  The  enterprise  was  inaugurated  in  the  spring  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  and  the  initial  term 
began  m  March,  ending  in  June,  1916,  with  a  registration  of  75  men 
and  women.  The  first  term  of  the  new  year  is  to  begin  October  2, 
when  another  beginners'  course  is  planned,  and  advanced  instruc- 
tion will  also  be  given.  The  second  term  will  begin  January  29, 
1917. 

Provision  is  made  for  regular  classroom  instruction,  with  illus- 
trations, quizzes,  discussions,  and  textbook  study.  Each  of  the  two 
evenings  a  week  that  are  devoted  to  this  course  is  divided  bctwcx;n 
foreign-trade  topics  and  languages. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEECE. 
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RcserTcd  addrpsurii  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrema  and  Its  dtatrlet  ofleea.  Bequest 
for  eacb  cpportunlt;  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atete  op»ort«aHT  maaihcr. 
The  Barean  does  not  fni-nlsb  credit  ratings  or  assvme  respoDsiblllty  as  to  the  standln; 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precaations  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Hardware,  etc..  No.  22537. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  writes  that 
a  hardware  firm  In  hia  district  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations 
with  mninifnotnrers  of  iron  pipes  and  fittings;  lubricating  and  machine 
oils;  leather  and  canvas  belting;  belting  laces;  galTanized,  coppered,  and 
enameled  wire;  wire  netting;  hoes;  shovels;  hammers  ond  sledges,  with 
and  without  handles ;  spiral  rubber  and  canvas  hose ;  and  wire  and  common 
iron  nails.    Correspondence  in  E^ngUsh,  but  French  is  preferred. 

Chemicals,  No.  ?2538. — An  American  consniar  officer  in  Spain  reports  tliat  a 
firm  of  fertilizer  manufacturers  in  bis  district  wishes  to  Imimrt  suipliiiroiK 
anhydride;  anhydrous  ammonia;  ammonium  sulpliite,  20  to  21  per  cent; 
sodium  bisulphite;  and  potassium  bisulphate.  It  is  desired  tliat  botli  of 
sulphurous  anhydride  and  ammonia  be  in  liquid  form  and  packed  in  cylin- 
ders containing  50  kilograms.  These  products  are  intended  for  use  in  an 
ice  plant.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish  or  Frendi.    References. 

Enameled  icarc,  textUet,  btc.  No.  22539. — ^The  commercial  attadi6  of  tbe  De- 
partment of  Commerce  in  Peru  reports  that  a  firm  in  that  country  wislies 
to  obtain  from  American  manufacturers  catalogues,  quotations,  discounts, 
and  other  information  covering  the  following  articles:  Enameled  ware; 
woolen  underwear ;  common  cotton  handkerchiefs ;  glassware  and  crockery ; 
perfumery ;  pencils,  paper,  etc. ;  razor  strops ;  shaving  brushes ;  penknives ; 
galvanized  buckets ;  trunks ;  leather  coats ;  and  umbrellas.  Corre^tondence 
may  be  in  Knglish. 

Uardtoare  and  ammunition,  No.  22540. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Den- 
mark writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  representing 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware  and  ammunition. 

Electrical  apparatut.  No.  22541. — ^A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Cuba  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  electric  motors,  transformers,  am} 
electrical  apparatus,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds. 

Phonographt,  No.  22542. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Newfoundland 
reports  a  possible  market  in  that  country  for  cheap  phonographs,  costing 
in  the  United  States  from  $3.50  to  $5. 

Cotton  macliincrv,  etc..  No.  22543. — A  business  man  in  Chile  desires  to  Interest 
American  capital  in  the  establishment  of  a  plant  in  Chile  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  for  medicinal  purposes.  The  establishment  of  tlds 
plant  will  involve  t|ie  purchase  In  the  United  States  of  the  requisite  ma- 
chinery and  equipment,  raw  materials,  packing  boxes,  etc. 

itotor  cycles,  etc..  No.  22544. — An  .\merlcan  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands 
reports  that  a  company  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  bicycles,  motor  cycles,  and  accessories.     Reference. 

Ale  hogsheads,  No.  22.545. — An  .\iuerlcau  con.sular  officer  In  tlie  Far  East  writes 

that  o  firm  in  lii.s  district  offers  for  sale  in  the  United  States  about  1,000 

ale  hogsheads  of  54  gallons  each.    The  hogsheads  have  been  knocked  down, 

packed  In  bundles  of  one  hogshead  each,  tops,  bottoms,  and  hoops  packed 

■  in  separate  bundles. 

Hugar,  No.  22546. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  vnrites  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  refined  and  unrefined  sugar  in  large 
quantities.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Dried  hananas.  No.  22547. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Central  America 
reports  that  a  manufacturer  of  evaporated  products  desires  to  secure  a 
market  in  the  United  States  for  dried  or  evaporated  bananas.  Corre- 
spondence in  English. 

Cords  and  twines,  No.  22548. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  of  manufacturers  and  dealers  In  bagging  and 
cordage  would  like  to  correspond  with  American  exporters  of  cotton  cords 
and  twines. 
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EXFOBTS  FBOU  BBASFOBB  TO  TJITITEB  STATES. 

[Consul  Augrustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Sept.  14.] 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford 
consular  district  during  August,  1916,  amounted  to  $937,966,  showing 
a  decrease  of  $203,468  as  compared  with  the  total  for  the  previous 
month,  and  a  decrease  of  $.532,082  compared  with  August,  1916.  The 
absence  of  raw  wool  and  mohair  from  the  list,  which  exports 
amoimted  in  August,  1915,  to  $565,855,  more  than  accounts  for  this 
decrease.  No  wool  yarn  or  tops  were  shipped,  and  there  was  also  a 
falling  off  in  the  shipments  of  wool  noils  and  wastes,  mohair  tops, 
worsted  cloths,  wool  dress  goods  and  coat  linings,  and  carpets.  Spun 
silk  yam  showed  an  increase  owing  to  the  higher  prices  now  prevail- 
ing, but  on  account  of  the  embargo  no  silk  noils  were  shipped.  The 
largest  item  during  the  month  was,  as  during  several  months  past, 
that  of  cottc.n  cloths,  chiefly  linings,  which  amounted  to  $104,352. 


5CABCITY  OF  CHEMICALS  FOB  CANADIAN  PXTBUC  WOBKS. 

I  Consul  l-;dwnrd  .\.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  IlrunHWlck.! 

There  appears  to  be  a  scarcity  of  chemicals  used  in  filtration  plants 
of  waterworks  sy.stems  in  this  district. 

At  Fredericton,  tlie  capital  of  the  Province,  a  ."shipment  of  ahimi- 
num  sulphate  and  of  hypochlorite  was  secured  a  few  months  ago  at 
a  cost  of  about  $2,000,  or  four  times  the  i)iic('  paid  prior  to  tlie  war. 
The  officers  in  charge  of  the  plant  have  been  retitie.sted  to  find  out  if 
any  other  chemicals  suitable  for  filtering  can  be  se  •ured  at  a  lower 
figure. 

The  same  conditions  possibly  prevail  throughout  the  district.  A 
Government  official  insists  that  the  opinion  is  well  founded  that  the 
use  of  tliese  chemicals  in  filtering  water  can  not  be  counted  upon  as 
satisfactory,  except  for  emergency  use.  He  states  that  the  amount 
of  these  chemicals  required  to  destroy  completely  all  harmful  bac- 
teria is  so  great  that  their  use  renders  water  more  or  less  offensive 
to  smell  and  taste.  The  Canadian  Commission  of  Conservation  lately 
issued  a  report  on  the  waterworks  and  sewerage  systems  of  Canada, 
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to  which  reference  was  made  in  CJomuerce  Reports  for  July  15, 
1916,  page  182.  The  report  mentions  the  following  cities  and  towns 
in  this  district  as  equipped  with  waterworks:  Andover,  Edmunstoo, 
Fredericton,  Gibson,  Grand  Fails,  Hartland,  Milltown  (supplying 
also  St.  Stephen),  Perth,  St.  Andrews,  St.  Marys,  and  Woodstock. 
Steam  and  electric  power  are  mostly  used. 

Municipal  Ownership  of  Systems. 

The  ownership  is  municipal  in  nearly  all  cases.  Municipalities 
own  18  out  of- a  total  of  20  plants  in  New  Brunswick  and  896  (or 
three-fourths)  of  the  528  waterworks  systems  throughout  Canada. 

There  are  sewerage  systems  in  this  district  in  Fredericton,  MiU- 
town,  Perth,  St.  Andrews,  St.  Stephen,  and  Woodstock. 

The  above-mentioned  report  shows  that  in  the  three  maritime 
Pro\'inces  of  Canada,  including  New  Brunswick,  there  is  no  chemical 
treatment  of  sewage.  This  is  true  of  about  two-thirds  of  the  remain- 
ing sewerage  systems  in  Canada.  In  75  cases  there  is  treatment  by 
means  of  plants,  costing  in  the  aggregate  over  $3,000,000. 


DEUAin)  FOB  AHEBICAH  FBODTTCTS  p  TBANCK 

I  Vico  Consul  Frank  C.  Lee,  Bordeaux,  Sept.  G.] 

August  was  a  busy  month  at  the  Bordeaux  consulate  from  a  com- 
mercial standpoint,  principally  because  of  the  inquiries  from  both 
.Vmerican  and  French  firms  wishing  to  obtain  a  share  of  the  enor- 
mous business  that  is  now  being  carried  on  between  the  two  countries! 

During  the  past  month  51  Tetters  were  received  at  the  consulate 
from  various  manufacturers,  importers,  and  exporters,  both  French 
and  American.  Information  was  sought  concerning  the  markets  for 
l>roducts  in  this  district,  the  establishing  of  agencies  in  BordeaiUL 
or  other  features  of  trade.  Most  noticeable  was  the  interest  of 
[•'i-ench  firms  in  obtaining  American  goods.  Of  the  51  commercial 
letters  received,  16  were  from  French  houses  inquiring  for  interested 
exporters.  The  names  of  such  firms  as  had  either  written  or  sent 
'iterature  concerning  their  manufactures  were  given  to  them.  The 
( i-ade  directories  issued  by  the  different  American  associations  Were 
also  consulted. 
Classes  of  Manufactures  Sought  by  Dealers. 

Among  the  manufactures  that  have  been  asked  for  by  these  French 
firms  are:  Jewelry,  watches,  and  supplies,  electric  heating  and  cook-' 
ing  apparatus,  machines  to  make  brushes,  moving  picture  films  and 
supplies,  hay  mowers,  hardware,  copper  sulphate,  goods  suitable  for 
colonial  trade,  tiling  clays,  etc.  Besides  the  letters,  there  were  ap- 
proximately 45  personal  visits  of  inquiry  from  representatives  of 
hrms  in  this  district. 

Some  of  this  interest  has  been  created  by  the  Bulletin  des  Offres 
Commerciales,  which  is  issued  every  week  by  the  consulate,  and.  in 
which  the  names  and  commercial  offers  of  American  firms  are 
printed.  There  are  now  49  firms  in  this  district  receiving  the  bulletin 
in  response  to  their  expressed  desire  to  get  in  touch  with  Amerioin 
exporters.  These  firms  often  turn  the  bulletins  over  to  friends  in- 
terested in  specific  offers.  A  copy  is  also  sent  to  the  dired»r  of  &b 
Office  de  Documentation  of  Bordeaux,  who  issues  a  similar  bnllHaB 
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in  which  he  reprints  many  of  the  offers  mude  by  the  American  firms. 
In  this  way  a  wide  circulation  is  obtained.  Dui-ing  the  past  month 
four  inquiries  were  received  from  outside  this  district  tnrough  the 
medium  of  the  bulletin,  one  of  them  from  England. 

Shipping  Favorable  to  Bordeaux. 

The  district  around  Bordeaux  is  gradually  awakening  to  the  fact 
that  much  depends  on  the  immediate  beginnings  of  commercial  re- 
lations with  the  United  States  while  such  a  large  amount  of  ship- 
ping is  being  done  through  this  port.  If  shipping  to  Bordeaux 
proves  favorable  now,  it  will  be  more  than  doubly  so  after  the  war. 

American  exporters  must  also  realize  that,  although  correspond- 
ence is  one  of  the  first  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  development  of  n 
foreign  market,  the  most  satisfactory  and  the  shortest  method  is  to 
send  a  representative  for  personal  interviews  with  the  buyers,  to 
show  samples,  quote  prices  and  terms,  and  give  all  particulars  at 
once.  Many  agents  who  have  worked  in  this  district  find  it  com- 
paratively easy  to  get  orders  for  their  goods  when  such  methods  are 
employed. 

GAME  HUNTIlfG  IN  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

(Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St  Stephen,  New  Brunswick.  Canad»,  Sept.  19.] 

The  .season  for  hunting  big  game  in  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick began  September  15  and  will  close  November  30.  Hunters 
seek  moose,  caribou,  and  deer,  the  shooting  of  which  is  prohibited 
at  all  other  times  in  the  year.  There  is  a  further  prohibition,  even 
during  the  season,  against  shooting  cow  moose  or  caribou,  or  the 
calves  of  either  species  if  under  the  age  of  3  years.  No  person 
may  kill  or  take  during  a  single  season  more  than  one  bull  moose, 
one  bull  caribou,  and  two  deer.  Trapping,  snaring,  hunting  with 
dogs,  and  shooting  between  one  hour  after  sunset  and  one  hour  after 
sunrise  are  not  permitted. 

Further  information  as  to  licenses,  guides,  etc.,  may  be  obtained 
upon  application  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  Mines  at  Fredericton. 
Nonresidents  are  not  allowed  to  hunt  unless  accompanied  by  resident 
licensed  guides. 

September  15  also  marks  the  opening  of  the  season  for  shootin;.; 
partridge,  woodcock,  and  snipe. 

The  game  season  of  a  year  ago  was  not  ideal,  as  there  were  pro 
longed  periods  of  wet  and  stormy  weather.  Military  enlistnioiits 
reduced  the  number  of  local  hunters.  Nearly  all  nonresident  giii..i' 
licenses  were  taken  by  American  residents,  who  numbered  in  all  '.W.) 
from  23  States.  There  were  72  residents  of  8  States  who  secniod 
bird  licenses  in  the  Province  in  1915. 


Gas  Plants  for  Colon  and  Panama  City. 

In  connection  with  a  recent  notice  in  Commerce  Reports  of  the 
erection  of  a  new  gas  plant  for  Colon,  Panama,  a  firm  in  Phila- 
delphia writes  the  Bureau  that  individual  gas  plants  are  being 
erected  at  both  Colon  and  Panama  City  and  that  the  firm  has  the 
financing,  construction,  and  management  of  these  properties  in 
charge. 
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DEMAHB  FOS  FOUITTADr  FEHS  IN  HUnOASY. 

(Consul  James  B.  Young,  Fiome,  Aug.  11.] 

There  is  a  fair  dema;id  for  fountain  pens  in  the  Fiume  consular 
district,  but  the  supply  is  filled  largely  by  local  manufacturers,  who 
would  be  the  chief  competitors  of  any  firms  entering  this  field.  There 
is  a  large  manufacturer  and  exporter  of  fountain  pens,  and  clips  for 
such  pens  and  pencils,  at  Zagreb  (Agram),  Croatia.  The  firms  out- 
put is  largely  of  a  cheaper  quality,  as  a  low-priced  article  is  said  to 
meet  the  local  demand.  Tliere  are  also  American  fountain  pens  <m 
sale  in  this  market.  P^e^•ailing  prices  of  fountain  pens  here  vary,  as 
there  is  considerable  difference  in  quality  and  the  materials  of  whjdi 
they  are  made. 
Advantages  In  Oranting  Exclusive  Agencies. 

If  an  article  is  salablte  and  is  offered  at  a  reasonable  price,  meetii^ 
the  local  demands,  it  might  be  advisable  in  establishing  trade  in  this 
market  to  consider  an  exclusive  agency  here,  which  would  perhaps 
be  preferable  to  opening  a  branch.  Fiimio  might  not  be  so  well 
suited  to  the  establisliment  of  a  central  agency  as  Budapest,  which 
has  more  facilities  for  such  an  enterprise.  Fimne  is  first  of  all  a 
port,  and  a  point  of  transshipment,  but  is  not  a  center.  One  of  the 
subagencies  might  be  established  here,  with  exdosiTe  selling  rights  in 
/  a  certain  defined  district.  , 

Cooperation  with  a  reliable  agent  would  enable  an  American  firm 
to  establidi  the  proper  c  i.  f.  prices  to  be  charged.    Test  shipments 
might  be  made  in  order  to  a^ist  in  finding  out  what  those  prices 
should  be. 
Anstro-Hungarian  Cnstonu  Bnty. 

Customs  and  port  charges  would  not  enter  into  the  c,  i.  f.  price  of 
the  article,  but  the  customs  duty  on  fountain  pens  when  imported  into 
Austria-Hungary  may  be. estimated  at  about  100  crowns  (now  about 
$13,33,  but  in  normal  times  about  $20.30)  per  100  kilos  (220.4 
pounds),  being  classed  in  the  Austro-Hunganan  customs  tariff  ac- 
cording to  the  material  of  which  they  are  made.  A  difference  would 
also  be  made  in  the  rate  of  duty  according  to  the  metal  trimmings  or 
parts,  such  as  decorations  and  pens,  affecting  the  duty  according  to 
the  kind  of  component  metal. 

Although  German  is  not  the  language  of  the  people  of  this  re- 
gion, it  is  usually  emi)loyed  in  business  correspondence  between  local 
firms  and  foreign  business  houses.  Much  local  business  is  conducted 
in  Croatian  and  Italian.  The  last  two  languages  are  ordinarily  em- 
ployed by  the  people  of  this  region  in  spealdng.  Italian  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  coast.  Croatian,  used  in  the  interior,  is  tiie  same  as 
Serbian  when  spoken,  but  is  written  differently  on  account  of  the 
cmplox  iiient  of  special  alphabetical  characters  m  Serbia. 
Zagreb  Suitable  Place  for  Snbagenoy. 

The  Croatian  consumers  in  the  interior  far  outnumber  the  Italian 
and  German  consumers  in  this  region,  and  Zagreb  (Agram)  would 
be  a  suitable  place  for  the  establishment  of  a  subagency  in  almost 
any  line  of  btisines)?,  as  Croatian  is  the  language  of  the  town,  and  it 
niso  has  direct  railwaj-  connections  with  Vienna,  Budapest,  Belgrade, 
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Trieste,  and  Finme.  Through  bills  of  lading  to  interior  towns  are 
granted  in  times  of  peace  by  steamship  companies  whose  lines  ply 
between  New  York  and  Fiume. 

It  has  been  found  of  the  utmost  importance  to  ship  and  pack 
exactly  according  to  orders,  and  not  to  substitute  other  luethods  or 
other  goods  for  those  specified  in  the  orders. 

{Lists  of  dealers  In  oBlce  supplies  at  Fiume  and  Zagreb  may  be  obtaiiitMl  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  ollifos. 
Refer  to  file  No.  80090.] 


CHOP  COHDinOHS  IK  EHQIAUD  AITD  WALES. 

[CoDSDl  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  England,  Sept.  11.} 

The  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  the  British  Monthly 
Agricultural  Report  for  August,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fidieris: 

The  crop  reporters  of  the  board,  in  reporting  on  agricultural  conditions  in 
England  and  Wales  on  September  1,  state  that  the  weather  of  August  was  gen- 
erally favorable  for  nearly  all  crops.  Fine  and  hot  weather  during  the  first 
fortnight  helped  to  ripen  the  grain,  while  the  rain  during  the  last  fortnight 
was  badly  wanted  by  the  roots  and  pastures.  Although  the  rain,  which  was 
heary  In  some  parts  of  England,  delayed  the  harvesting  operations,  few  reports 
of  damage  to  the  grain  were  received,  while  In  some  districts  it  was  welcomed 
OS  a  useful  check  to  the  corn  which  was  ripening  rather  too  rapidly. 

Harvesting  of  grain  made  good  progress  in  the  south  of  England,  except  at 
the  end  of  the  month ;  and  a  commencement  had  been  made  in  most  parts,  but 
comparatively  little  had  been  carried.  Wheat  shows  scarcely  any  change  during 
the  month.  Barley  improved  on  the  whole,  but  the  quality  may  have  been 
somewhat  damaged  by  the  wet.  Oats  are  the  poorest  of  the  three  cereals, 
though  winter  oats  are  good.  All  three  crops  are  best  in  the  north  and  in 
Wales.'  In  the  east,  and  also  the  southwest,  some  damage  Is  reported  from  the 
wet,  and  some  corn  has  sprouted.  Bean*  maintain  their  promise  to  be  over- 
average,  but  peas  have  fallen  ott  somewhat. 

Prospects  for  potatoes  are  satisfactory,  indications  pointing  to  the  yield 
being  just  above  average.  Little  disease  is  reported  as  yet,  except  in  the 
southwest. 

The  weather  has  been  very  suitable  for  the  roots.  Mangolds,  after  the  sixjll 
of  sunshine,  made  good  growth;  while  turnips  and  swceds,  which  bad  been 
checked  by  the  hot  weather,  grew  well  as  soon  as  the  rain  set  in.  Hoeing  lias 
been  rather  neglected,  and  the  yield  is  not  likely  to  be  above  average  in  cither 
case. 

Apples  and  pears  are  both  very  small  crops ;  while  plums  are  below  average, 
although  they  are  about  normal  in  the  Worcestershire  district. 

Hops  have  deteriorated  somewhat  in  Kent  during  the  month  mainly  owing 
to  the  attacks  of  retl  mold,  which  have  been  severe,  and  may  lead  to  some  ynnls 
being  plckeil  prematurely,  or  left  unpicked.  The  yield  will  probably  Ik>  from 
5  to  10  per  cent  below  the  mean.  Elsewhere  the  mold  Is  hot  so  bad,  and  Uio 
prospects  of  a  month  ogo  for  an  avei-age  crop  are  about  maintained. 

Pastures  have,  in  most  districts,  plenty  of  grass.  They  were  getting  biuv  by 
the  middle  of  the  month,  and  the  wet  weather  was  of  greot  benefit,  but  In 
some  parts  the  rain  had  not  yet  produced  its  full  effect.  Live  stock  have  <li>iu; 
well  generally  except  where  the  grn.<!S  became  very  short. 

Labor  is  short,  but  women  and  soldiers  have  been  of  great  assistance  in  most 
parts  of  the  country.  No  very  great  difficulty  seems  to  be  feared  In  getting  in 
the  harvest,  and  the  chief  result  of  the  deficiency  has  been  the  neglect  of  root- 
hoelng.    Harvest  wages  are  much  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

Summarizing  the  returns,  and  expressing  an  average  crop  by  100,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  croi»S  on  September  1  indicated  probable  yields  which  may  be  dcnotetl 
by  the  following  parcentages:  Wheat,  97;  barley,  99;  oates,  95;  bean.<i,  101; 
peas,  97 ;  potatoes,  101 ;  turnips  and  swedes,  99 ;  mangolds,  97 ;  hops,  94. 
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NORWAY'S  METAL-TRACES  IMPORTS  DT  WAR  TIME. 

(Consul  Charles  Forman,  Bergen,  Aug.  11.] 

Such  articles  as  copper  and  brass  sheets,. rods,  tubes,  wire,  zinc  in 
sheets  and  rods,  lead  pipes,  etc.,  as  well  as  bronze  wire,  German-silver 
wire,  and  similar  articles  would  find  a  ready  market  in  Norway  at 
present  were  it  not  for  conditions  Arising  from  the  war.  Ordinarily 
the  greater  proportion  of  the  articles  referred  to  are  imported  from 
Germany  and  Great  Britain,  while  Sweden  also  is  an  important 
source  of  supply.  There  would  be  an  excellent  opening  for  American 
goods  were  it  not  for  the  high  rates  of  ocean  freight  and  restrictions 
upon  the  importation  of  copper,  etc.,  into  the  Scandinavian  countries. 
American  exporters  also  are  said  to  demand  cash  before  the  goods  are 
shipped,  and  this  is  not  attractive  to  purchasers,  who  are  not  sure 
that  the  goods  will  be  delivered  within  a  reasonable  time, 
statistics  of  Imports  of  Tarions  Classes.  ' 

Statistics  are  available  only  for  the  whole  of  Norway.  The  values 
of  imports  for  1913  and  1914,  the  latest  years  for  which  import 
statistics  can  be  obtained,  are: 


Articles. 


(b) 

n 


Copper,  brass,  Oenuan  silver,  etc,  raw..., 

Aluminum,  copper,  brass,  German  silver,  etc.,  in  plates,  J>olts,  and  rods.. 

Lead,  raw ; 

Lead  in  rolls,  rods,  and  plates 

Zinc,  raw 

Zinc  in  plates,  bolls,  and  rods 

Copper  nails,  spikes,  screws,  pipes,  etc 

Copper  wire,  etc 

Load  pipes,  spikes,  etc 


I»U 


$U0.2S2 

US.  257 

40.012 

59. eM 

1,384,086 

IM.7S4 

463,31$ 

'     S7,S40 


UU 


430.  on 

47.0M 

eo.Tas 

2,012.  3«7 

18X.0I> 

S34.0aB 


Of  (a)  Great  Britain  and  Germany  together  furnished  lA  1913 
more  than  one-half,  but  in  1914  nearly  all  was  furnished  by  the 
United  States.  Of  (b)  and  (c)  Great  Britain  and  Germany  together 
supplied  far  the  lirger  part  in  both  years,  the  former  country  sup- 
plying more  than  one-half  of  (d)  in  both  1913  and  1914.  About 
three-fourths  of  the  raw  zinc  (e)  was  imported  from  Germany,  as 
was  more  than  half  of  the  manufactured  zmc  (f),  in  both  the  years 
mentioned. 

Germany  was  the  source  of  supply  of  nearly  half  of  the  copper 
nails,  spikes,  etc.,  and  of  more  than  half  of  the  copper  wire  in  1913 
and  1914,  Great  Britain  ranking  second  as  to  the  copper  nails, 
spikes,  etc.,  in  1913.  In  1914  Sweden  stood  second  to  Germany  as 
an  exporter  to  Norway  of  copper  wire,  France  ranking  third.  The 
imports  of  lead  pipes,  etc.,  from  Great  Brjtain  and  Germany  to- 
gether exceeded  the  imports  from  all  other  countries  combined  in 
both  1913  and  1914. 

Change  in  Conditions  Will  Favor  Americans. 

When  a  change  takes  place  in  the  conditions,  American  exporters 
will  probably  do  considerable  business  in  Norway  in  this  line.  It 
will  be  easier  to  obtain  orders  if  manufacturers  consent  to  accept  pay- 
ment on  arrival  of  goods  instead  of  on  shipment.  Importers  are 
generally  granted  a  discount  of  2  ^r  cent  for  cash  (SO  aays),  and, 
if  desired,  a  credit  of  three  months  is  extended. 
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The  goods  herein  referred  to  are  free  of  duty  under  Nos.  469  to 
481  of  the  Norwegian  import  tariff,  except  articles  which  are  plated, 
gilded,  or  silvered.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Bergen,  if  pos- 
sible, but  may  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Bergen  has  direct 
steamship  connection  with  New  York  by  the  steamers  of  the  Nor- 
wegian-American Line.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  but 
Norwegian  is  preferable. 

[Lists  of  agents,  dealers,  and  users  of  the  classes  of  goods  mentioned  In  the 
report,  at  Bergen,  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  lt«  district  or  cooperative  oflBces.    Refer  to  file  No.  79yr>'.).  | 


SOUTH  AFEICAN  BUCHT/  AND  OTHER  MEDICINAL  PLANTS. 

[Vice  Consul  Fayette  J.  Fleier,  Port  Elizabeth,  Aug.  3.] 

Wliile  considerable  quantities  of  South  African  medicinal  herbs 
have  been  shipped  to  European  and  American  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  a  large  number  of  plants  that  are  known  to  possess  cura- 
tive properties  are  still  used  only  by  the  Boer  and  native  popula- 
tions. Buchu  leaves  are  a  notable  instance.  The  British  and 
American  pharmacopoeias  list  merely  the  variety  Barosma  betulina 
{Barosma  crenatn),  which  is  obtainable  only  in  small  quantities 
and  at  comparatively  great  expense.  At  least  19  varieties  of  Ba- 
rosma are  commercially  available  in  the  Port  Elizabeth  district, 
three  of  which,  when  submitted  to  London  for  testing,  were  reported 
to  possess  the  properties  of  the  betulina. 

A  local  collector  has  obtained  quantities  of  buchu  leaves  and 
herbs,  which  have  been  classified  according'  to  their  African  medici- 
nal reputations,  and  is  willing  to  forward  samples  to  scientific 
laboratories  or  to  manufacturing  druggists  who  will  undertake  to 
thoroughly  test  his  offerings.  He  is  prepared  to  supply  in  com- 
mercial quantities,  and  according  to  sample,  all  varieties  in  his 
collection.  His  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or,  its  district  and  cooperative  offices. 
[Kefer  to  file  No.  80349.] 


OHABT  OF  PASSAIC  AND  HACEENSACE  RIVEBS. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Commerce  has  announced  tlio 

fublication  by  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  of  New  Chart  Xo.  287, 
assaic  and  Hackensack  Rivers,  N.  J.;  scale,  1:20,000  (3.2  inches  to 
the  statute  mile) ;  dimensions,  40J  by  28^  inches.    Price,  50  cents. 

The  depths  are  expressed  in  feet,  and  to  afford  a  contrast  between 
the  water  and  land  areas  the  latter  is  tinted  a  buff  color. 

Heretofore  the  Passaic  River  has  been  charted  on  a  large  scale  only 
to  a  short  distance  above  Newark  and  only  the  mouth  of  the  Hackeii- 
sack  River  ^own.  The  new  chart  has  been  designed  to  include  botli 
rivers  from  their  junction  at  the  head  of  Newark  Bay  up  as  far  as 
the  cities  of  Passaic  and  Hackensack,  each  situated,  respectively,  on 
the  river  of  the  same  name.  The  magnitude  of  the  great  industrial 
interests  which  these  rivers  serve  is  indicated  by  the  value  of  the 
water-borne  traffic,  which  in  1914  amoimted  to  $81,489,426. 
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nrC&EASED  TBABE  OF  HEW  ZSALAHD. 

(Consul  Ucnpral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslaw,  AncUaad,  Ang.  4.] 

Tiie  financial,  industrial,  and  business  conditions  in  New  Zealand 
for  the  first  six  pnontlis  of  1916  vrere  excellent,  with  exports  in- 
cluding specie  amounting  to  $99,231,508  and  imports  $58,251,100, 
leaving  a  trade  balance  of  $40,980,408  for  the  six  months,  against 
a  total  balance  of  trade  for  1915  of  $48,702,709,  and  $21,438,&41  for 
1914. 

The  financial  conditions  were  never  better  in  New  Zealand,  and 
money  is  plentiful  for  legitimate  undertakings,  but  at  a  slight  in- 
creased interest  rate  in  most  cases.  Collections  are  good  and  busi- 
ness in  general  is  done  practically  on  a  cash  basis.  The  financial 
outlook  for  the  balance  of  1916  is  splendid  apd  confidence  in  the 
future  prevails. 

Indnitrial  Conditions — ^Ihe  Building  Trade— Cost  of  living. 

Practically  all  of  the  industries  in  New  Zealand  were  busy  during; 
the  first  six  months  of  1916  with  large  orders  for  the  future.  This 
is  especially  true  with  the  woolen  mills  and  boot  and  shoe  factories, 
and  even  by  working  overtime  tliey  have  not  been  able  to  meet  the 
demands,  so  that  there  is  an  increased  demand  for  imports  in  these 
lines. 

Building  in  this  Dominion  was  slow  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1916,  but  several  new  structures  are  under  way  in  Auckland,  and 
the  outlook  for  homebuilding  is  promising,  notwithstanding  the 
high  price  of  building  material.  This  will  increase  the  demand  for 
American  builder's  hardware,  with  low  stocks  at  this  time. 

The  cost  of  living  has  materially  increased  in  New  Zealand  of  late. 
The  cost  of  groceries,  provisions,  etc.,  has  increased  on  an  average  of 
15  per  cent  since  July  31,  1914;  dairy  products,  28  per  cent;  and 
meats,  19  per  cent;  while  rents  have  advanced  even  more  in  some 
localities.  National  and  municipal  bodies  and  private  employers 
are  generally  granting  war  bonuses  at  the  rate  of  10  to  20  per  cent. 

Imports  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports  by  countries  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1914,  1915,  and  1916: 


Countrto. 


Australia 

Belgium 

Canada: 

East  coast. 

West  coast 

France 

Oermany 

lapan 

Netherlands... 


January- 
June, 
1»14. 


03718, 


19,581, 
360,578 

9(0,544 
254,093 
385,485 
1,786,244 
331,166 
342,037 


January- 
June, 
1915. 


f,  483, 468110, 
6,500 

1,354,040 
607, 3M 
182,766 
7,553 
431,415 
168,103 


January- 
June, 
1910. 


754,768 
10,079 

987,064 
783,916 
269,298 
10,225 
902,750 
146,104 


Countries. 


Philippine  Islands 
United  Kingdom.. 
United  States: 

East  coast 

West  coast.... 
Other  ooonlries... 

Total 


Jamary- 
June, 
1914. 


4,861,809 

917,832 

6,853,379 


Janoary- 
Jone, 
1915. 


K3,229 


347,560 
39, 923, 410  22, 933;  SSStZB,  897;  4S1 


3,494,093 
2,210,06! 
6,3SS,0S 


SS,  595, 363  46,275, 4S3>58, 29, 106 


Januaiy- 
Jnoe, 
UUw 


158,181 


5,8B8,9U 
3,339,118 
6,3a<.M4 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  United  States  has;nade  by  far  the  greatest 
gain  of  any  country  for  the  fii^  half  of  the  years  1914,  1915,  and 
1916,  and  a  particularly  big  gain  over  1916.  Canada  comes  next,  bat 
with  quite  a  loss  over  the  first  six  months  of  1915.  Japan  has  made 
a  relatively  big  gain.  American  producers  have  secured  much  of  llie 
business  formerly  done  by  Germany  and  some  of  that  lost  by  Qnat 
Britain. 
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Imports  hj  Articles. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  imports  into 
New  2^a}and  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914,  1915,  and  1916 : 


Countries. 


AgrlcultnnU  ma- 
chinery  

Apples,  Fresh 

Bars,  bolts;  and 
roiWTlron 

Beer,  aie,  and  stout. 

Benzine 

Benzoline,  gasoline, 
etc 

Bicycles,  motorcy- 
cles, etc 

Books,  paper,  and 
music,  printed.., 

Boots,  snoes,  and 


slippers, 
ndles... 


Cam 

Canvas 

Calcium  carbide 

Carpet  in!!,  matting, 
and  oilcloth 

Casioroil 

Cigarettes 

Cigars 

Coal 

Cocoa  and  choco- 
late  

CoGTeeand  cliioory.. 

Conrectionery 

Cordage  and  twine. 

CorruKaied  f8l\'aD- 
ized  sheet  iron.... 

Cotton  piece  goods . 

Currants 

Dairying  machin- 
ery  

Drapery 

Earthen  and  china- 
ware 

Electrical  macbin- 

Enguies,  lias,  etc... 
Fencing  wire- 

Barbed . . 

Plain.... 
Figs,  dales,  prunes. 

Fish,  preserved 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hardware , 

Bats  and  caps 

Hosiery 

India  rubber  goods 

(other  than  tires). 

Kerosene 

Leather.. 


January- 
Jnnp, 
19H. 


t414,563 

488,431 
1«,450 
860,577 

402,430 

151,548 

586,253 

907, 16» 
»4,3K1 
279,074 
107,253 

443,328 

64,418 

542,245 

90,887 

1,S45,I>71 

146,484 

27.812 

411,156 

202,218 

710,645 

1,923,000 

59,182 

136,588 
641,298 

299,338 

1, 109, 178 

392,128 

135,790 
315,568 
123,916 
242,984 
463,174 
941,308 
288,832 
504,948 

112.153 
456,590 
306,483 


January- 
Juno, 
1915. 


$179,817 
535 

321,145 
110,246 
800,740 

107,102 

107,661 

466,194 

798,797 
88,025 

222,662 
98,449 

334,256 

89,237 

453,436 

39,243 

1,011,171 

138,963 
35,832 
282,174 
217,533 

369,533 

1,960,041 

46,529 

78,297 
439,576 


January- 
June, 
1916. 


183,190       323,968 


671,227 

255,589 

79,290 
163,023 
135.493 
234,677 
331,326 
549,287 
221,046 
431,420 

96,631 
428,763 
309,675 


$238,488 
774 

592,248 
112,119 
785,969 

329,545 

354.875 

4^,129 

747,086 
60,053 

214,199 
83,490 

05,711 
71,961 

679.308 
64,821 

443,708 

228.663 

52.087 

4U.064 

237.261 

677,772 

3,142,864 

89,471 

167,534 
683,557 


1,147,248 

128,733 

63,386 
338,679 
116,066 
183,895 
439,781 
825,057 
290,788 
703,002 

118,601 
386,663 
418,558 


rouutric<. 


Leather  manufac- 
tures and  sad- 
dlery  

Linen 

Linseed  oil 

Lumber 

Manures 

Matches  and  vestas. 

Mlllfcery 

Mineral  lubricating 
oil 

Minhig  machinery. 

Nails 

Paints,  colors,  and 
varnishes 

Paper: 

Printtog 

Other , 

Piancs 

Piclrlea  and  sauces.. 

Pig  and  bar  lead... 

Pig  and  scrap  Iron.. 

Pipes  and  attbigs., 

Railway  and  tram- 
way plant 

Raisms 

Rice 

Socks 

Salt 

Seeds,  grass  and 
clover , 

Sewing  machines... 

Sheet  lead , 

Bilk  piece  goods... 

Specie , 

Spirits 

Stationery 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tbi,  taigot,  bar.  etc 

Tinned  sheets  and 
plates 

Tobacco,  manu- 
lectured 

Tools 

Turpentine 

Veblcies,  motor  ears 

Wearing  apparel... 

Wtoo 

Woolen  piece  goods. 

All  other  artides... 


Total. 


January- 
June, 
1914. 


t203,570 
96,473 
126,923 
1,068.941 
1,326,496 
04,215 
269,214 

127,619 
72,491 
143,280 

463,412 

630,765 
256,426 
246,629 
37,276 
62,578 
126.884 
661,275 

293,  ns 

142,603 
169.417 
831,787 
180,586 

306,013 
111,726 
94,702 
2B7.3S3 

2.433,323 
825,082 
292,462 
748, 171 

1,080,275 
121,259 

198,421 


861, 

366, 

31, 

493, 

3,256, 

217, 

1,044, 

17, 839, 


55,595,363 


January- 
June, 
1915. 


tl36,719 
89,938 
93,758 
697.477 
728,365 
60,063 
194,962 

105,800 
110,884 
120,748 

326,469 

582,038 
219,713 
161,755 
25,067 
53,960 
103,168 
470,599 

418,787 
232,215 
162,458 
920,163 
139,479 

521,071 
81,436 
38,436 

379,139 

2,854,638 
754,337 
218,160 

1,556,078 
972,531 
69,187 

141,382 


'56,862 
229,397 
29,472 

2,0 

2,061,760]  2,8 

172, 758       - 

1,235,818^  1,1 


January- 
June, 
1916. 


tl83,963 
94,157 
163, 9« 
313. 3« 
906,317 
64,727 
225,241 

280,6(3 

38,757 

•208,306 

493,  i>m 

611,437 

310,663 

191,716 

28,533 

46,465 

07,656 

631,059 

279,060 
327,674 
182.693 
820,726 
209,331 

419,309 

138,914 
47,780 

577,658 
3,807,798 
1,136,999 

2SB,5(B 
1,263.465 

958,170 
88,872 

340,421 


856,202 
288,476 
52,.'>34 

005,155 
807,891 
188,985 
682,154 
15',  082;  705 17, 774, 347 


J_ 


4e,275,493'58,251,100 


Although  the  total  value  of  imports  for  the  first  six  months  of  191G 
was  $2,655,737  more  than  for  the  same  period  of  1914,  the  (luantity 
of  imports  was  materially  less,  because  or  the  great  increase  in  prices 
in  many  cases,  such  as  iron  manufacturers,  leather,  paper,  tinplate, 
etc..  This,  with  the  light  imports  for  1915,  has  caused  a  serious 
shortage  in  many  lines  that  should  be  supplied  largely  from  the 
United  States,  and  it  will  pay  American  interests  to  come  after  this 
business  in  earnest. 

It  is  not  possible  at  this  time  to  give  the  country  of  origin  of 
imports,  but  the  increases  from  the  United  States  have  been  quite 
general,  and  in  the  case  of  automobiles,  benzine  and  gasoline^ 
bicycles  and  tricycles,  glass,  hosiery,  machinery,  tobacco  and  ciga- 
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rettes,  where  it  is  estimated  that  the  increases  amounted  to  from  40 
to  200  per  cent  over  1915. 

Exports  by  Countries. 

The  exports  including  specie  for  the  six  months  greatly  exceeded 
anv  previous  period  in  the  history  of  the  countrj',  amounting  to 
$99^31,508  against  $105,946,532  for  the  total  exports  for  the  vear 
1912.  Fresh  meat,  butter  and  cheese,  and  wood  accounted  for  nilly 
80  per  cent  of  the  exports,  and  there  are  still  large  supplies  to  go 
forward.  During  the  past  six  months  Great  Britain  has  taken  prac- 
tically all  of  the  above-mentioned  articles,  save  in  the  case  of  wool,  of 
which  the  United  States  took  fully  $6,000,000  worth.  This  is  the 
first  time  for  many  years  that  the  exports  to  the  United  States  ex- 
ceeded the  imports  from  America  during  any  six  months. 

The  following  table  gives  the  exports  oy  countries  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1914,  1915,  and  1916 : 


Countries. 


1914 


1«15 


line 


Aostnilla 

Belgium 

Canada: 

East  coast 

West  ooast 

France 

Germany 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Phlllpptno  Islinds. 
United  Kingdom... 
United  Ftatcs; 

Eastcoist 

West  coast 

other  countries 


». 


9S2.153 
161, 4W 

54,144 

413,397 

089,741 

ICO,  084 

4,33S 

3,251 

19 

105,288 

837,  J 79 
3«6,4SS 
183,690 


15,622,136 


7,053 

2,079,796 

5,203 


390,883 

6 

39 

75,616,310 

378,363 

380,838 

3,098,250 


16,078,380 

6,244 

3,078,307 

1, 338,881 

94 

275,157 


78,551,160 

3,377,J» 
6,098,870 
1,531,  ne 


Total 88,341,258 


86,478,776 


99,231,508 


The  United  States  stood  second  in  the  value  of  exports  from  New 
Zealand  during  the  six  months,  and  made  by  far  the  greatest  relative 
increase. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  it  seems  clear  that  New  2iealand's  fine  but- 
ter, cheese,  mutton,  and  beef  can  be  marketed  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
of  the  United  States  through  the  Panama  Canal  to  the  advantage  of 
both  peoples ;  and  it  is  also  clear  that  we  shaU  want  their  wdol,  hides, 
skins,  and  pelts  in  large  quantities,  and  the  New  Zealand  authorities 
intend  to  make  the  most  of  it,  according  to  present  indications. 

Exports  by  Articles. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  of  export  for  the  first  six  months  qf  1914,  1915,  and  1916 
(ton=2,240  pounds;  hundredweight=ri2  pounds): 


Articles. 


Butter cwt.. 

Casings 11)3. . 

Cheese cwt. . 

Coal tons. . 

Fruit,  fresh  apples Hjs.. 


1914 


Quantity.       Value. 


334,997 

2,949,103 

643,721 

111,038 


16,065,353 

467,233 

9,292,241 

544,503 


1915 


Qoantitjr.       Value. 


212,719 

2,814,895 

511,704 

204,629 

2,336,250 


16,063,291 

594,127 

7,897,424 

1,CS1,547 

98,182 


1916 


Qoanilty.       Value. 


195, 9^ 
1,898,200 
635,589 
174,466 
858, 5«1 


S6,5«5,«n 

10,  a 
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Artldn. 


Oold 023. 

Onm,  kauri tons. 

Bemp do... 

Hides No. 

Leather lie. 

Heats,  rrozen: 

Beef cwt. 

Lamb do... 

iluttoD do. . . 

Seedr  grass  and  clover .  .do. . . 
Skins: 

Calf No. 

Rabtiit do... 

Sbeep,  witli  wool . .  .do. . . 

bheep,  wittiout  wool  do. . . 

Tolk>« tons. 

Timber sup.  ft. 

Wool lbs. 

All  otiier  articles 


Total.. 


1914 


Quantity.       Value. 


177,  &l 
5,0S4 
15,788 
105,961 
272,294 

300,06S 

914,457 

937,835 

27,929 

S1,S89 

2,440,721 

478,630 

5,352,741 

17,206 

43.898,462 

167,640,834 


13,400,301 

1,428,084 

1,589,501 

850,377 

90,580 

2,142,258 

9,862,093 

6,921,409 

228,944 

70,593 

146,306 

546,318 

3, 128, 476 

2,401,656 

1,055,719 

33,867,809 

3,253,412 


86,341,258 


1916 


Quantity.       Value. 


59,975 
1,858 

12,677 
124,177 
277,691 

379,201 

034,249 

701,221 

6,813 

65,934 

2,007,314 

329,330 

5,184.782 

17,267 

34,612,637 

152,359,359 


tl, 175,664 

540,  r»6 

1,278,697 

1,111,309 

111,443 

3,985,503 

7,675,614 

6,897,904 

103,652 

90,785 

71,328 

445, 46y 

2,055,561 

2,452,497 

834,945 

36,736,882 

6,316,210 


86,478,776 


1916 


Quantity.       Value. 


166,619 
2,644 
13,995 
178,128 
188,826 

568,758 

4<2,754 

565,809 

6,101 

82,833 

1,8.12,131 

227,342 

5,392,652 

12,295 

33,495,348 

141,780,519 


$3,368,037 

799,522 

2,100,6KI 

1,698,428 

91,072 

6,910,827 

5,842,048 

5,541,392 

102.333 

117,398 

100,887 

4:!6,978 

2,358,506 

2,052,358 

861,916 

46,283,726 

3,604,776 


99,231,508 


By  comparing  the  items  in  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
quantities  exported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  were  mate- 
rially less  than  during  the  same  period  in  1914,  although  the  values 
are  much  greater.  This  has  put  this  Dominion  in  a  prosperotis 
position. 

How  to  Extend  American  Trade. 

New  Zealanders  consume  a  greater  per  capita  quantity  of  imports 
than  the  people  of  any  other  country,  and  they  are  bound  to  con- 
tinue heavy  importers  for  the  rfiason  that  it  pays  much  better  to 
cultivate  the  soil  and  develop  the  natural  resotirces  than  to  establish 
manufactures. 

Personal  work  counts  for  much  in  this  country,  and  it  will  pay 
veil  to  send  an  active  man  into  the  field  whenever  possible,  even 
though  it  be  necessary  to-join  issues  with  noncompeting  interests  in 
order  to  divide  selling  expenses.  In  sending  out  salesmen  to  Aus- 
tralasia care  should  be  taken  that  they  have  Anglo-Saxon  names,  for 
others  must  labor  under  a  serious  handicap  at  this  time. 

Indent  agents  are  important  factors  in  the  import  business  of 
this  country,  when  salesmen  can  not  be  sent  out,  and  there  are  many 
"of  them  in  New  Zealand  who  thoroughly  work  the  country  three  or 
four  times  a  year,  and  are  free  to  visit  all  classes  of  dealers.  They 
take  orders  for  the  wholesaler  as  well  as  from  the  retailer,  so  they 
reach  the  entire  trade.  Indent  agents  are  generally  reliable,  and 
special  ratings  can  be  had  on  them  in  the  regular  way. 

[A  list  of  the  more  Important  Indent  agents  of  the  four  Important  commercial 
centers  In  New  Zealand  can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative  offices.    Kcfer  to  file  No.  7086i5.] 

In  correspondence  with  prospective  buyers,  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters should  give  c.  i.  f.  prices  whenever  possible,  and  never  less 
than  f.  o.  b.  ste^er  at  port  of  shipment.  These  are  important  mat- 
ters, since  a  large  proportion  of  imports  are  distributed  from  the 
docks  to  save  handling  and  warehouse  charges,  so  the  importer  must 
Enow  as  nearly  as  possible  the  cost  price  at  New  2^aland  port. 
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This  is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  the  indent  a^ent  who  has  many 
orders  come  forward  by  a  single  shipment  to  be  distributed  from  the 
docks. 

Sliort-Faid  Postage. 

Another  item  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  should  care- 
fully observe  is  the  question  of  paying  full  postage  charges,  for  it  is 
annoying  for  New  Zealand  importers  to  be  called  on  to  pay  sur- 
charge postage  on  so  much  American  mail,  and  often  on  mad  that 
finds  the  wastebasket  at  once.  The  postal  authorities  in  reply  to  an 
inquiry  from  this  consulate  general  stated  that  1,823  pieces  of  mail 
carrying  short  postage  were  received  in  Xew  Zealand  within  four 
weeks,  and  I  understand  this  is  an  ordinary  occurrence.  More 
short-paid  postage  mail  arrived  in  this  country  from  the  United 
States  than  from  all  the  balance  of  the  world,  and  it  seems  to  he 
getting  worse,  and  is  a  serious  handicap  to  business.  The  rate  is  Tt 
cents  on  an  ordinary  weight  letter,  or  the  same  as  the  general  full 
foreign  letter.  The  rate  on  an  ordinary  letter  from  S^w  Zealand 
to  the  United  States  is  IJd.  (3  cents),  of  which  |d.  1  cent)  is  a 
special  war  tax,  but  the  rate  from  the  United  States  to  New  Zealand 
is  5  cents. 
Articles  in  Demand. 

There  is  a  good  demand  here  at  this  time  for  almost  all  classes  of 
manufactured  articles  since  stocks  in  general  are  low..  This  is  espe- 
cially true  of  ready-made  clothing,  hosiery,  boots  and  shoes,  draperv; 
drugs  and  medicines,  paper  of  all  kijids,  hardware  of  all  kinds,  wire, 
corrugated  iron,  electrical  supplies,  leather,  articles  manufactured 
from  leather,  such  as  hand  bags,  grips  and  suit  cases,  glass  and  glass- 
ware, paints  and  oil,  and  slieet  lead. 

With  the  Panama  Canal  open  and  direct  steamship  lines  between 
the  Atlantic  Coast  of  the  United  States  and  Australasia,  this  should 
be  a  splendid  field  for  American  exports,  and  the  steaniship  seniw 
is  assured,  for  there  are  now  agents  of  a  strong  American  sliipping 
company  looking  the  field  over  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  regular 
monthly  service  both  ways  to  feegin  with,  and  doubtless  more  wil' 
follow. 

BIBHINGHAII  TO  OFEIT  UTJNICIFAL  SATIHOS  BANK. 

[Consul  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  Birmingham,  England,  Aug.  31.] 

Under  an  act  of  Parliament  recently  passed  Birmingham  will 
establish  a  municipal  savings  bank.  The  object  of  this  bank  will  be 
to  secure  the  savings  of  all  classes  of  workers,  and  more  particularly 
the  wage  earners  in  munition  establishments.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  any  bank  established  must  be  wound  up  three  months  after 
peace  is  declared.  A  further  provision  of  the  act  is  that  the  bank  is 
^'  not  to  receive  any  deposits  except  from  persons  in  the  employ  of 
some  other  person  made  through  their  employers,  either  by  way  of 
deductions  in  wages  or  otherwise."  The  maximum  amount  that  can 
be  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  any  one  person  is  ^1,000.  The  funds  of 
the  bank  on  deposit  can  be  invested  only  "through  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners  in  such  securities  issued  for  ttie  purposes  of  the 
present  war  as  the  commissioners  think  fit" 
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SOUTH  AFRICA'S  FAFEB-BAO  S1TFFLT  DDONISHnrO. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Gansaulus,  Johannesburg,  July  31.] 

The  customs  tariflf  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  provides,  under 
item  53c,  class  II,  for  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent  upon 
printed  paper  bags,  with  a  rebate  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem  to  goods 
manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  reciprocating  British 
colonies;  while  under  item  175,  class  VI,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  20 
per  cent  is  assessed  upon  bags  not  printed  upon,  with  the  same  re- 
bate of  3jper  c(^nt  upon  goods  of  British  manufacture. 

Iiocal  Kannfactiire  Undeveloped. 

The  local  manufacture  of  paper  bags  has  not  attained  large  pro- 
portions, nor  is  there  any  present  indication  of  much  capital  being 
so  invested.  One  factory  at  Cape  Town,  in  the  Cape  Province,  how- 
ever, is  manufacturing  a  few  grades  and  sizes.  It  is  hardly  making 
any  attempt  to  supply  the  local  consumption.  A  greater  percentage 
of  these  goods  is  imported,  therefore,  mostly  from  England,  with  a 
small  quantity  from  the  United  States.  During  1914  England  ex- 
ported paper  bags  valued  at  $150,433  to  South  Africa,  and  in  1915 
increased  the  amount  to  $169,904.  The  imports  for  these  respective 
years  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $21,841  and  $33,121.  As 
a  rule,  the  wholesale  dealers  import  direct. 

In  order  to  secure  a  footing  in  this  market  it  will  be  necessary 
for  an  American  manufacturer  either  to  open  a  branch  in  South 
Africa  or  send  a  representative  to  travel  throughout  this  district  or 
grant  an  exclusive  agency  to  some  established  firm.  The  representa- 
tive should  be  prepared  to  advertise  his  goods  and  in  that  Way  clearly 
put  them  before  the  buying  public. 
^  Shipping:  Kontes  and  Terms  of  Payment. 

Imports  of  Ajnerican  goods  into  this  consular  district  are  made 
through  East  London,  i*ort  Elizabeth,  Durban,  and  V>U'"en90 
Marquez.  Most  buyers  are  now  paying  cash  against  documents  in 
New  York  and  have  in  the  past  met  payments  largely  by  means  of 
sight  drafts. 

Local  dealers  state  that  the  supply  of  paper  bags  is  being  gradually 
diminished  and  that  American  exporters  would  probably  find  no 
more  propitious  time  to  enter  this  market  than  the  present.  Com- 
petition on  the  part  of  importers  of  English  bags  is  quite  certain,  as 
this  field  has  been  largely  in  their  hands.  Imports  of  all  kinds  of 
articles  made  of  paper  m  Canada  is  receiving  a  direct  stimulus 
through  Canadian  representatives,  who  are  doing  their  utmost  to 
extend  their  sales. 

[Samples  of  bags  most  coriinionly  usod  In  Johannesburg,  including  one  of 
Cape  Town  manufacture,  selling  at  $170  f.  o.  b.  per  ton,  may  be  inspected  at 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.  Lists  of  paper  importers  In  South  Africa  may  also  be  obtained  from 
those  offices.  Refer  in  each  Instance  to  file  No.  80270.  An  article  on  the 
market  for  paper  bags  in  Cape  Town  was  published  in  Commeece  Repobts  for 
Sept.  1,  1916.]  

The  inland  revenue  returns  at  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  for 
August,  191C,  amounted  to  $03,586,  compared  with  $57,213  for  July. 
1916,  and  $44,276  for  August,  1915.  The  revenue  from  spirits  for 
last  month  amounted  to  $35,121. 
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COCONUTS,  COPBA,  AND  OH  IN  DOMINICAN  BEFUBIIC. 

tVlce  Consul  Edward  L.  Zowe,  Puerto  Plata,  Sept  11.] 

While  coconuts  are  grown  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Puerto 
Plata  district,  Samana  is  the  only  port  from  which  they  are  shipped 
on  a  commercial  scale.  In  1914  the  exports  aggregated  2,182,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $22,090;  in  1915  they  totaled  2,013,296  pounds, 
valued  at  $20,155.  The  nuts  are  packed  m  bags  containing  100  each, 
and  at  present  bring  about  $33  per  thousand  r.  o.  b.  Samana.  There 
is  an  insect  which  is  very  harmful  to  the  tree,  and  which  tlie  plantei- 
has  not  succeeded  in  exterminating.  This  insect  has  done  much 
damage  among  the  trees  at  Samana. 

Copra  is  also  exported  from  the  port  of  Samana.  Shipments  to 
the  United  States  during  1915  amounted  to  264,669  pounds,  valued 
at  $10,598.  The  present  price  of  copra  is  about  $5.60  per  100  pounds 
f.  o.  b.  Samana. 

The  supply  of  oil  available  is  only  sufficient  for  local  demands.  It 
is  used  to  a  great  extent  by  the  soap  factories  in  Samana  and  Puerto 
Plata. 

[A  list  of  Samana  merchants  Interested  In  coconuts,  copra,  and  oil  may  Ih> 
had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CJommerce  or  4ts 
district  and  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80516.] 


GASOLINE-MEASTTBINO  FUHFS  INSPECTED. 

Inspections  of  gasoIine-ineasuFing  pumps  commonly  used  in  deal- 
ing with  motorists  have  been  made  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards,  in  Illinois,  at  the  request  of  the  State  sealer  of  weights 
and  measures,  and  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  at  the  request 
of  the  county  inspector  of  weights  and  measures.  The  work  was 
done  in  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  providing  data  relative  to  the 
conditi(Jn  of  weight  and  measure  work  in  that  State  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  preparing  material  for  the 
attention  of  the  State  legislature  and  as  a  basis  of  a  State  weights 
and  measures  law.  The  work  in  Allegheny  County  was  for  the 
purpose  of  instructing  a  newly-appointed  weights  and  measures 
field  force  in  the  routine  of  measuring-pump  inspection.  The  con- 
dition of  the  pumps  here  tested  was  found  to  be  very  bad,  and  in  the 
aggregate  a  very  decided  tendency  toward  short  delivery  was  found 

A  full  report  of  both  of  these  fields  investigated  will  be  pre- 
pared and  submitted  to  the  State,  coimty,  and  city  officials  interested. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEAXr  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


DISTttlCT  OmCES. 

NEW  YOBK:  Boom  400,  Caslonhonc. 

BOSTON:  1801  Cuatomhonte. 

CHICAGO:  601  Fcd«»l  Bnlldlni;. 

ST.  LOCIS:  402  Third  Nitlonal  BiDk  Billdtag. 

ATLiNTA:  621  Post  OIBce  Bnlldln;. 

NEW  OBLEiNS:  lOSO  Htbcrnla  Baak  Balldlag. 

SAN  FBANCI8C0:  807  Cadomhooac. 

SEATTLE:  848  Hear;  Buildiog. 


COOPEBATTTK  OFFICES. 

CLETELAND:  Chaaiber  of  Ca-aaaere*. 
CINCCtXATI :  Chamber  of  Coubcrc 
GIKCI5NATI:  C,  V.  0.  A  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANQBLES:  Chanbcr  of  Commeic*. 
PHtLADBLPHIA:  Cbtmbcr  of  Coaamrec. 
CHATTANOOSA:  Scath  AaerleaB  Agaat,  Soatk- 

era  By.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEO. :  Cliaaa)«r  of  Coanerc*. 
DATTON:  Greater  Daytoa  AataclaUM. 
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AHEBICAN  CONSTJLAB  ok'ICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  biisii.ess  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam«. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion o( 
venue. 

Address. 

Oct.     1 
...do..»... 
Sept.  30 
Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 
Nov.    1 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Karachi,  India 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France'. 

St.  OalliSwItierland.. 
Bristol,  England 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
C/o  University  Club,  Kan^City,  Mo. 
Essex,  Iowa. 

iMlag,  James  Oliver 

Leonard,  Walter  A 

Osborne,  John  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

rike,  wnilam  J .'.... 

1200  Eutaw  Place.  Baltimore,  Md. 

Hear;,  Frank  Anderson.... 

Hosterson,  William  W.o 

Gracey,  WUbur  T.» 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Puerto'    PTata,     Do- 
minican Republic. 

Diirlian, Boiith  Africa. 

SeviUe,  Spain 

Port    Llmon,    Costa 
Eica. 

Oct.     1 

Sept.  30 
Oct.    30 
Nov.  12 

C/o  Hallowell  &  Henry,  27  Pine  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Youkers,  14.  Y. 

•  Consul  Mastcmon  Informs  the  Bureau  that  he  vrtll  be  In  New  York  City  from  Sept.  20 
to  30,  during  which  period  be  will  be  pleased  to  meet  those  Interested  In  South  African 
commercial  matters.  Communications  should  be  sent  to  the  Bureau's  district  ofllce. 
Room  409,  Customhouse,  New  York  City. 

>  Consul  Oracey  will  be  glad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  eastern 
ciUes  interested  In  the  Spanish  trado  during  bis  visit  in  the  United  States.  | 


JAPAN'S  INCBEASEB  DTTEBEST  IN  AUSTBALASIAN  TBASE. 
[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  WInslow,  Auckland,  Aog.  IS.l 

The  Japanese  Government  has  sent  a  trade  commission  to  Aus- 
tralasia to  study  the  possibility  of  increasing  its  commerce  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  The  commissioner  who  visited  New  Zealand  is 
reported  to  have  met  with  a  very  warm  reception,  and  to  have  been 
put  in  touch  with  the  leading  commercial  interests  here.  At  the 
same  time  a  representative  of  the  Osaka  Mercantile  Steamship  Co. 
of  Osaka,  known  in  the  shipping  world  as  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha, 
visited  New  Zealand  and  announced  that  it  was  proposed  to  put  on 
a  steamship  line  from  Japan  to  Australasia,  and  that  the  first  sailing 
from  Japan  would  be  in  August. 

These  moves  for  the  business  of  this  part  of  the  world  will  mean 
much  for  the  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  Japan.  Their  trade 
liere  has  been  increasing  rapidly,  and  they  are  encouraged  by  the 
Australasian  merchants. 


House  Flag  and  Funnel  Marks  Begistered. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  announces  the  registra- 
tion, pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  act  of  May  -S,  1908,  of  the  following- 
described  house  flag  and  funnel  marks  oi  the  Baltimore  &  Carolina 
Steamship  Co.,  Union  Trust  Building,  Baltimore,  Md.:  House  flag, 
a  blue  field  with  a  red  ball  in  center;  funnel  marks,  a  black  ir  on 
a  red  ball,  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  funnel  being  black. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1216  COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 

FOBEIGN  TEADE  OPFOBTUHITIIS. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnresa  and  its  district  oflces.  Beouest 
for  each  opportnnity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  mtmte  opportnaltT  MBBsber. 

.  The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standins 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

1'hotogravure  work,  No.  22549.— A  firm  in  the  United  States,  doing  conuncrclal 
and  art  pliotogravure  work,  aslcs  tlie  bureau  to  place  it  in  touch  with  the 
American  rei)resentutlves  of  the  leading  newspapere  and  printers  and 
engravers  in  South  America. 

Clocks  and  com  sheUers,  No.  22550. — A  company  in  the  United  States  has  for- 
warded to  the  Bureau  the  name  and  address  of  one  of  its  customers  in 
Brazil  who  desires  to  get  Ui  touch  with  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
wall  clocks  and  machines  fdr  thrashing  or  shelling  corn,  operated  by  hand. 

Cottonseed  meal  atid  molatset,  Tjio.  22551. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
Canada  writes  that  a  manufacturer's  agent  in  his  dlstiiet  desires  to  r^re- 
sent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cottonseed  meal  and 
molasses. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  22552. — A  manufacturer  of  paper  in  France  Informs  an 
American  consular  ofBce  of  his  desire  to  purchase  calendars  used  in  the 
process  of  manufacturing  paper,  particularly  toilet  paper,  and  a  machine 
for  winding  toilet-paper  rolls. 

Naval  stores,  proHsions,  etc.,  No.  22553. — A  firm  of  general  commission  agents 
in  Peru  desires  to  represent  American  'manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
naval  stores  and  supplies,  general  provisions,  groceries,  anchors,  lanterns, 
r<^)es,  cables,  canvas,  etc.    lleferences. 

Jewelry,  toys,  etc..  No.  22554. — An  Import  and  export  commission  honse  In 
Spain  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  Jewelry,  haberdashery,  articles  of  metal,  glass,  and  wood,  cellu- 
loid, caoutchouc,  artificial  leather,  toys  of  all  kinds,  etc. 

Strings  lor  musical  instntmcnts,*  etc.,  No.  22555. — A  business  man  from  Man- 
churia, who  is  now  In  the  United  States,  is  in  the  market  for  large  quantities 
of  musical  strings  for  guitars,  mandolins,  violins,  'and  vIoUncellos;  also 
pins  and  springs  for  gramaphones.    Correspondence  preferably  in  Russian. 

Machinery,  No.  22556.— The  American  Jllnister  in  Bolivia  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  business  man  who  desires  to  set  In  touch  with  manufac- 
turers of  machinery  for  making  c-ai-amel  and  candy  chips,  and  candy 
beaters. 

Rubber  thread.  No.  22.')57.— A  business  man  in  northern  Africa  desires  to  receive 
samples  and  quotations  from  American  iimmifnctnrers  of  rubl)er  thread. 

Gaieral  representation.  No.  22.'».''iS. — A  man  with  loKg  resilience  in  Central  and 
South  America  desires  to  r(>iire.si>nt  .\nierl<>nn  inanufocturors  and  exporters 
In  Latin  America.    No  p;irti<-iiliir  line  Is  si)erlfle<l. 

Machinery  and  tooU  ttc..  No.  ;i'2.V)0.— An  -Vinerloan  consular  ollicer  in  Spain 
writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  denliiiK  In  industrial  machinery  Is  in 
the  market  for  cailioys.  i)ulley  block.s,  oil  cups,  ventilators,  thermometers, 
and  all  kinds  of  macltine  tools. 

Sugar,  No.  22560. — ^An  American  consular  oflicor  in  Portugal  writes  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  sugar.  Quotations  c.  1.  f.  destination  if 
possible  are  desired.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 

Turtle  shells.  No.  22561.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  West  Indies 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in  bis  district  who 
desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  importers  and  others  interested 
In  the  purchase  of  West  Indian  turtle  slieiis. 

M'ood,  No.  22562. — A  firm  in  Venezuela  informs  an  Anterican  consular  officer 
of  its  desire  to  find  a  market  in  the  Unltetl  States  for  wood  suitable  for 
making  lead  pencils  and  l)ent-wood  furniture. 

W.\SHl.N<iTON  :    GOVKKSMKNT  PalXTIXO  OFTICB :  UU 
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HEW  ZEALAin)  QOVERSVEST  FINANCES. 
[Consol  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  16.] 

The  receipts  of  the  New  S^ealand  Government  for  the  four  months 
ended  July  81,  1916,  amounted  to  $18,914,144,  against  $16,544,105 
for  the  four  months  ended  July  31,  1915,  with  a  total  expenditure  of 
$18,880,136,  against  $18,768,286  during  a  like  period  in  1915. '  The 
total  surplus  for  the  year  ended  July  81, 1916,  was  about  $12,166^50. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  is  placing  a  domestic  loan  of  $38,- 
932,000  at  ^  per  cent,  and  it  is  thought  that  this  can  easily  be 
absorbed  by  the  people  of  the  Dominion  without  mateinally  disturb- 
ing the  splendid  financial  condition  that  the  country  now  enjoys.  It 
is  proposed  to  make  this  a  popular  loan. 


nUSH  CBOP  BEFOBT. 

(Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  Bflfnst,  Sept  12.] 

•  The  general  tone  of  the  crop  repoi-ts  received  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber is  favorable.  The  following  is  a  review  of  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  various  crops: 

Cereal  crops. — Cutting  of  winter-sown  wlnmt  1ms  begtin,  and  In  early  dis- 
tricts many  flcldu  are  already  In  stock.  The  yield  U  stated  to  be  a  good  nvcr- 
afee  and  the  quality  fnir,  though  some  growi'rs  are  of  opinion  that  the  grain 
Is  hardly  as  well  develoiwd  as  last  year.  Kidds  of  spring  wheat  are  ripening 
fast,  especially  April  Ked,  which  will  prolmbly  be  from  a  week  to  10  days 
earlier  than  Bed  Marvel  and  Ked  Fife.  Thoit!  are  complaints  from  some  mid- 
land districts  of  the  groin  sprouting  In  the  stock  owing  to  the  rains  In  the  last 
week  of  August.  Harvesting  of  the  oat  crop  is  now  lii  progress,  and  the  crop 
as  a  whole  Is  considered  light  and  disappointing  owing  to  the  severity  of  the 
spring.  Straw  will  be  very  short,  but  the  crop  is  reported  well  headed.  Barley 
Is  said  to  be  the  best  of  the  cereals,  the  yield  being  good  and  the  quality  satis- 
factory.   Rye  Is  ripening  late  and  the  crop  Is  somewhat  thin. 

PotatoM. — ^The  opinion  Is  general  that  the  yields  of  the  potato  crop  will  only 

be  moderate,   and   much  feelow   last  year's  return.     Blight  this  year  spread 

rapidly,  and  as  the  crop  was  backward  In  growth  unsprayed  fields  blackened 

early.    Thoroughly  sprayed  fields  withstood  the  attack  well  and  many  of  these 
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are  green  and  still  growing  vigorously.    Very  little  discing  taw  been  done  m 
far  and  as  supplies  are  snrnll  prices  In  local  markets  are  as  high  as  7  and  S 
shillings  ($1.70  and  $1.95)  per  himUredwelght  ot  112  pounds. 
Boot  Crept,  riaz,  and  Hay. 

TvnUp*  and  mnnpri*.— The  root  crops  look  healthy.  Swedes  rre  eiipectelly 
ngorous  ami  now  n-qulre  heat  ami  sunshine  to  promote  hulhinK.  Though  tminy 
fields  of  nianxels  are  patchy  ami  InickwHrd  the  crop  Is  growitig  rnpldiy  of  late. 
Many  growers  oiiiiplnln  of  the  duniage  done  by  the  nniugel  fly  this  seuMin. 
TVere  are  also  pompliilnts  from  some  counties  of  serious  Injury  to  the  crop 
from  the  .vellowlns  caustid  by  cn>wn-rot 

/''''"'• — ^Thc  llax  crop  hns  pulled  well,  and  the  bulk  of  green  straw  was  satis- 
factory. There  were  occasional  poor  fleJils,  owing  to  late  sowing  or  to  the 
condition  and  situation  of  the  soil,  bnt  the  bulk  of  the  iTop  at  pulling  time 
turned  out  much  hmvier  than  was  expocte<L  Most  of  the  larm'Iy  Increa^wnl 
area  sown  this  j-eur  has  now  been  pulletl.  and  the  crop  Is  at  pr«»e«it  in  tlw 
stJig^  of  hnndllng.  Yields  are  extiecteU  u<  be  fair  and  quality  good,  with  better 
results  than  last  season. 

Hay  arul  gni»»  KflMt.— The  hay  crop  turned  out  to  be  eapeclally  heavy  this 
year,  and  the  quality  of  all  classes  M  considered  prime.  There  are  many  spleif 
dill  fields  of  after  grass  aivd  clover.  Iteporta  from  some  grass-seed  dlstr^fts 
state  that  the  seed  this  year  is  of  good  quality.  Not  much  thrashing  has  beea 
done  yet.  but  the  yield  ot  perennial,  Italian,  and  mixed  Is  expected  to  be 
satUfactoi^. 

AJfEBICAN  TRADE  EZTOSION  IS  FBAHCE. 

[Vice  CoDRal  Davis  B.  Levis,  Bt.  Etlenne,  Aug.  26.1 

Catalogues  and  technical  publications  received  at  the  St.  EtiennQ 
consulate  are  on  file  at  the  local  chamber  of  commerce,  and  niimeroua 
trade  journals  in  the  hardware,  silk,  export,  electrical  engineering, 
and  ether  fields,  after  having  served  their  purpose  on  the  reference 
tables  of  the  consular  reading  room,  have  been  sent  to  representative 
dealers  in  the  respective  lines  bearing  this  notice  translated  into 
French:  "This  journal  is  presented  with  the  compliments  of  tlte 
American  consulate,  where  translations  or  explanation  of  any  of  the 
crticles  or  advertisement?  in  which  you  may  be  interested  will  be 
gladly  made  on  application." 

A  considerable  amount  of  American  merchandise^sold  in  this  con- 
sular district  can  be  distinctly  traced  to  the  willingness  of  the  staff 
of  this  office  at  all  times  to  assist  by  translating  and  explaining  cir- 
culars and  letters  in  English  received  from  American  firms  which 
have  been  brought  to  their  attention.  As  there  is  not  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  English  in  French  provincial  business  circles,  this  as- 
sistance is  particularly  helpful  to  the  recipients  in  converting 
weights,  measures,  dimensions,  and  prices  into  French  terms  and  the 
metric  system,  even  where  cuts  or  drawings  and  reading  text  furnish 
a  reasonably  clear  idea  of  the  articles  offered.  As  weights  and  di- 
mensions form  the  basis  of  import  duty  on  many  lines  of  goods,  it  is 
advisable  that  they  be  given  to  assist  in  figuring  costs. 

MIininJK  FIXED  FOB  EKEEQENCY  IIFE-BUOT  UGHTS. 

Tests  of  emergency  life-buoy  lights  made  at  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards  have  shown  that  supposedly  similar  lights  pro- 
duced by  different  makers  differed  greatly  in  candlepower,  some 
being  as  low  as  13  candles,  while  others  gave  180.  The  Steamboat- 
Inspection  Service  has  consequent!;'  fixed  a  minimum  requirement  of 
150  candles,  and  requires  makers  to  submit  samples  to  (his  bareMl 
for  test  before  their  lights  arc  approved. 
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CEAITGES  IN  BICE  GBOWING  AUB  BICE  MHUNO. 

In  a  review  of  the  industry  of  rice  cleaning  and  polishing  in  this 
country  which  has  been  published  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
Census  various  changes  in  recent  years  in  the  rice-growing  districts 
and  in  the  locations  of  the  mills  are  pointed  out.  The  statistics  on 
■which  the  report  is  based  were  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
Idarch  8,  1916.  The  completed  publication,  which  relates  to  condi- 
tions in  1914,  contains  much  material  derived  from  the  history  of  the 
industry.    It  states: 

The  rice  plant  requires  much  moisture,  and  It  Is  necessary  to  i-esort  to  Irri- 
gation In  supplying  It.  Formerly  the  entire  pro<luction  of  rice  In  the  United 
States  was  grown  In  the  low-lying  coastal  lands  adjacent  to  rivers,  from  which 
they  were  flooded.  The  nature  of  the  land  and  the,  character  of  tjje  Irrigation 
works  made  rice  growing  in  these  localities  both  difBcult  and  expensive.  With 
the  development  of  Irrigation  in  the  United  States,  however.  It  has  been  found 
expedient  to  use  the  level  and  somewhat  elevated  sections  of  Ix)ulslana,  Texas, 
and  Arkansas  for  this  culture.  These  sections,  being  easily  drained,  are  well 
adapted  to  rice  growing,  and  the  plowing,  harrowing,  sowing,  and  reaping  can 
be  done  In  the  same  manner  as  for  other  grain  crops.  As  a  result,  it  Is  prob- 
able that  the  production  of  rloe  has  undergone  greater  changes  than  that  of  any 
other  crop  grown  in  the  United  States. 

How  Orown  in  loalslana,  Texas,  and  Arkansais. 

As  late  as  1890,  or  25  years  ago,  nearly  all  the  American  rice  was  grown  near 
the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts.  The  culture  In  these  localities,  however,  has  been 
practically  discontinued,  and  nearly  the  entire  production  of  the  country  is  now 
grown  in  the  inland  sections  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  and  in  Arkansas,  in  the 
order  nameil. 

The  change  in  the  habitat  of  rice  In  the  United  States  has  necessarily  brought 
about  a  change  In  the  location  of  the  rice  mills.  Whei'eos  most  of  the  cleaning 
and  polishing  establishments  were  formerly  in  the  Carollnas  and  Georgia, 
the  Industry  in  these  States  has  almost  disappeared  and  now  nearly  all  the 
mills  are  located  in  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Aikansas,  with  a  few  small  ones  in 
tJie  Pacific  coast  cities. 

Formerly  the  rough  rice  was  generally  rallied  on  contract  for  a  stipulated 
prli-e  or  for  a  portion  of  tlie  rice  Itself.  With  the  erection  of  the  larger  and 
more  up-to-date  mills  in  the  new  rlce-growlng  districts,  however,  has  come  th» 
g<eneral  practice  of  buying  the  rough  rice  outright,  milling  it,  and  selling  the 
various  protlucts  obtained.  .  The  Industry  has  accordingly  changed  almost  en- 
tirely from  a  custom-milling  to  a  merchant-milling  basis.  As  a  result  of  the 
erection  of  these  larger  mills  there  has  been  a  gradual  reduction  in  the  number 
of  establishments  engaged  In  cleaning  rice.  This  tendency  was  especially  pro 
nonnc^  from  1909  to  1914. 

HAT  CBOP  IH  THE  HONCTON  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  B.  Vcme  Blcbardson,  MoDcton.  New  Braaswlck,  Canada,  Sppt.  20.) 

The  proprietor  of  the  Central  Hay  Exchange  of  this  city  h-.i^ 
written  to  tlie  Moncton  consulate,  in  response  to  an  inquiry,  a  letter 
with  reference  to  this  yearns  hay  crop  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  from 
which  the  following  extract  is  taken : 

Regarding  hay  in  this  section,  I  estimate  there  will  be  12,000  tons  available 
this  season — that  Is,  best  stock — and  5,000  tons  second-grade  hay,  especially 
good  for  cattle.  The  hay  crop  Is  above  the  average.  We  had  goixl  growing 
weather,  making  the  hay  coarser  and  more  nutritious  than  generally  in  this 
section.  The  farmers  were  favored  with  excellent  weather  during  the  first  part 
of  the  haying  time,  enabling  them  to  get  the  best  hay  cured  in  first-class 
condition. 

With  good  hny  crops  in  Canada  and  elsewhere  and  not  so  large  a  demand  for 
"  war  hay,"  prices  will  be  more  moderate  than  In  the  past  few  years.  So  far  as 
I  can  see  the  best  hay  will  not  go  beyond  ?14  per  ton  In  car  lots,  while  there 
will  be  mudb  gooQ  bay  available  for  a  dollar  or  two  a  ton  cheaper. 
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•.     CONSTRUCTION  WOBX  IN  NEW  BSJTSSWICK. 

[Consul  R  Vcrno  Blcb&rdson,  Moncton,  New  Bniaswlek,  Canada,  Sept  15.1 
Shortage  of  Cement 

Work  is  at  present  in  progress  on  the  paving  of  Main  Street, 
Moncton,  but  it  has  suffered  periodical  interruption  owing  to  diffi- 
culties experienced  in  getting  the  requisite  supplies  of  Portland 
cement.  The  price  at  present  paid  by  the  city  council  for  Portland 
cement  is  $1.65  per  bag  or  $6.50  per  barrel  (four  bags),  f.  o.  b. 
Moncton.  The  rate  of  duty  on  this  article  when  imported  from 
countries  other  than  the  United  Kingdom  is  10  cents  per  100  pounds, 
with  a  war  tax  at  present  of  7^  per  cent  additionaL 

It  is  reported  locally  that  one  Canadian  cement  company  is  100,000 
barrels  behind  on  its  orders  to-day,  largely  because  of  uie  existing 
scarcity  of  overland  transportation  facilities.  Although  not  a  de< 
sirable  port  for  vessels  of  large  tonnage,  owing  to  the  excessive  tidal 
range,  small  schooners  of  from  800  to  500  tons  can  be  accommo- 
date at  Moncton  without  risk  of  damage, 
street  Pavln; — Trolley  Poles. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Moncton  Municipal  Council  held 
September  14  to  consider  a  report,  with  recommendations  from  the 
board  of  works,  it  was  decided  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  with 
the  (>aving  of  certain  streets  and  not  wait  until  next  spring,  as  at 
first  intended.   - 

With  the  object  of  improving  the  appearance  of  the  city,  Qnb 
Moncton  Municipal  Council  has  determined  to  remove  from  the 
streets  the  wooden  poles  now  used  for  the  trolley  wires  of  the  tram- 
way service  and  to  substitute  therefor  combination  light  and  trolley 
poles  of  steel,  provided  same  can  be  purchased  at  a  satisfactory 
figure. 
Extension  of  Sewerage  System. 

At  this  week's  meeting  of  the  Moncton  Municipal  Coimcil  it  was 
decided  to  proceed  at  once  with  certain  extensions  of  the  city's  sewer- 
age system.  A  tender  of  approximately  $37,054,  submitted  by  a  local 
contractor,  was  accepted  and  the  city  engineer  was  authorized  to  pur- 
chase main  and  lateral  sewer  pipe.  The  council's  requirements  in 
this  matter,  according  to  the  city  engineer,  are  as  follows:  4,93(5  feet 
12-inch  (inside)  terra-cotta  pipe  and  800  feet  18-inch  (inside)  terra- 
cotta pipe  for  the  laterals,  and  2,200  feet  of  egg-shaped  segment 
blocks,  2  feet  8  inches  by  4  feet,  and  1,100  feet  of  same  2  feet  6  mches 
by  3  feet  9  inches,  both  inside  measurements. 

There  is  a  probability  that  all  of  the  trunk  sewer  will  not  be  built 
of  segment  blocks.  In  that  case. bricks  will  be  required.  These  must 
be  harcl  and  not  "  run  of  the  kiln."  The  quantity  for  which  quota- 
tions should  at  prt'sent  be  submitted  is  300,000  to  600,000. 

Although  it  is  intfnded  to  begin  at  once  the  excavating  and  other 
work  preliminaiy  to  the  building  of  these  sewer  extensions,  it  is  un- 
likely that  there  will  be  need  for  the  pipes  before  spring. 
Building  Activity. 

Sinco  the  bi>{riiining  of  the  current  calendar  year  tlie  building  per- 
mits issued  by  the  engincnn-  of  the  city  of  Moncton  have  represented 

invest UK-nts  totaling  aiiiiost  $l(X).000. 
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Numerically,  dwelling  houses  have  taken  the  first  place  in  the  list 
of  new  buildings.  Of  these  there  have  been  24  ranging  in  cost  froui 
less  than  $1,000  to  $5,000  each.  Industrial  and  commercial  premises 
have  been  authorized  as  follows:  For  the  Atlantic  Underwear  (Lttl.), 
a  factory  building  and  steel  tower  and  tank  for  fire  protection, 
$10^00 ;  the  Sumner  Co.,  two  brick  and  concrete  warehouses,  $8,500 ; 
L.  Higgins,  brick  and  concrete  general  building,  $8,000.  Several 
garages,  additions  to  buildings  already  built,  and  minor  reconstruc- 
tion projects  make  up  the  remainder  of  the  total. 

The  present  prospect  is  for  still  further  progress  in  the  near  future. 
(With  the  completion  of  the  trunk  sewer,  1,800  feet  of  which  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  before  the  winter  is  far  advanced,  many  persons 
who  have  been  holding  building  sites  in  the  district  to  be  served 
will  probably  prepare  to  erect  dwellings.  The  decision  of  the  mu- 
nicipal council  to  proceed  without  delay  with  this  work  of  sewer 
extension  is  already  having  its  effect  on  the  local  real  estate  market. 


BETITBNS  OF  BBADFOEB  KUmCSAL  TrSDIXTAEISQtS. 

(Consnl  Aogastas  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Ang.  31.] 

The  oi)eration  of  Bradford's  municipal  trading  enterprises  during 
the  financial  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  produced  a  gross  profit  of 
$1,918,550,  which  represents  5.10  per  cent  upon  the  total  capital 
expenditure  of  the  undertakings  ($37,643,365).  The  total  net  debt  of 
these  undertakings  amounts  to  $25475,210,  as  $12,468,155  has  been 
repaid  or  is  available  in  the  sinking  funds.  There  was  expended 
during  the  year  for  interest  on  loans,  bank  interest,  etc.,  $1,186,840, 
and  $508,690  was  set  aside  for  liquidation  of  debt  in  accordance  with 
the  various  acts  of  Parliament  and  departmental  sanctions  under 
which  the  moneys  were  borrowed,  leaving  a  net  surplus  of  $274,020. 

Five  of  the  seven  undertakings  or  departments  record  during  the 
past  year  a  net  surplus,  affer  paying  interest  on  loans  and  making 
provision  for  the  repayment  of  debt,  of  the  following  amounts, 
respectively:  Tramwayfi,  $144,800;  electricity  works,  $77,810;  water-"^ 
works,  $27,882;  conditioning  house,  $27,695;  markets,  $24,741.  The 
gas  works  showed  a  loss  of  $13,753. 

In  the  Tramways  Department,  while  the  working  expenses  were 
hi^er  than  ever  before,  amounting  to  $1,240,724,  the  mcome  was 
also  the  largest  in  the  18  years  of  its  existence,  namely,  $1,662,51:1. 
The  trackless  or  railless  car  services  have  been  extended,  and  show 
a  profit  on  the  year's  working,  as  does  also  the  department  for  thv 
carriage  and  delivery  of  parcels. 


NEW  EQUIFHEirr  FOB  ABATTOIR  BT-PB0D1TCTS  PLANT. 

The  American  consul  at  Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  reports  that 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Johannesburg  has  called  for  tenders,  to  'so 
submitted  on  or  before  December  15,  1916,  for  the  supply  and  deliv- 
ery of  the  requisite  machinery  and  equipment  for  an  extension  to  the 
by-products  plant  of  the  municipal  aoattoirs.  Alternative  proposals 
will  also  be  received  for  the  delivery  and  ei-ection  of  the  new  plant, 
exclusive  of  the  buildings.  Copies  of  the  forms  of  tender,  plan,  and 
specifications  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  and  the  district  offices 
at  Chicago  and  New  York.    (Refer  to  file  No.  80578.) 
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FIRE  PBOTECTIOlir  MTD  HEALTH  MEASFBES  IN  F&AHCE. 

[Vice  Consul  Darls  B.  Levis,  St  IMenne,  Sept  S.] 

The  municipal  authorities  of  the  ancient  and  picturesque  little 

'  manufacturing  town  of  Annonay  (Department  of  the  Ardeche),  in 

the  St.  Etienne  consular  district,  have  decided,  as  a  result  of  several 

recent  fires,  to  purchase  an  automobile  fire  extinguisher  and  have 

called  for  the  necessary  funds. 

While  correspondence  between  Amdrican  firms  and  these  officials 
on  the  subject  probably  would  prove  useless,  personal  representatives 
or  French  agents  equipped  with  the  proper  means  of  presehting  the 
merits  of  their  products  would  have  an  excellent  chance  to  introduce 
their  engines  in  this  section. 

As  til  is  consulate  has  recently  replied  to  several  letters  from  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  fire  apparatus  and  supplies,  mention  is  made 
of  this  movement  as  illustrating  the  growing  interest  in  such  enter- 
prises among  the  smaller  European  municipalities. 

Annonay  is  an  inland  town  of  17,000  inhabitants,  employed  chiefly 
in  the  leather-finishing  mills  and  paper  factories.  A  specialty  here 
is  the  manufacture  of  fine  drafting  papers  for  export  to  the  United 
States.  The  place  occupies  a  niche  in  history  as  the  scene  of  the 
first  balloon  ascension  oi  record  by  the  Brothers  Montgolfier  in  1783. 
T«b«rculosis  Campalgrn  TTnder  Way. 

The  general  council  of  the  Department  of  the  Loire,  following 
instructions  from  the  General  Government,  whereby  several  dispen- 
saries for  hygienic  measures  and  protection  against  tuberculosis  must 
be  maintained,  has  opened  the  first  of  these  in  St.  Etienne  under  the 
direction  of  a  specialist  and  a  certificated  nurse.  The  piirpone  of  this 
regulation  and  establishment  is  to  produce  general  and  methodical 
action  for  the  improvement  of  conditions  and  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  tuberculosis  cases  in  housing  and  working  quarters,  to  aid 
families  of  afflicted  persons,  and  afford  thorough  protection  to  the 
community  against  avoidable  infection. 

The  service  is  entirely  free  of  all  charges  for  registration,  consulta- 
tion, and  treatment,  and  is  intended  for  the  entire  population. 

NOTES  FBOM  NOBWAY. 

[Consul  General  B.  Baldemnn  Dennlson,  CbriatlanUi,  Ang.  31.1 
Norwegrlan  Shlpbuildlnir. 

According  to  the  Norwegian  Shipping  Gazette,  there  were  build- 
ing in  Norway  on  July  1,  51  steel  steamers  of  53,395  tons,  16  wooden 
steamers  of  1,885  tons,  and  4  motor  vessels  of  4,420  tons,  a  total  of 
71  vessels  of  59,700  tons,  with  a  horsepower  of  about  42,J)00.  Orders 
had  also  been  placed  for  84  ships  of  111,220  tons,  of  which  the  keels 
had  not  yet  been  laid,  making  a  grand  total  of  155  ships  and  170,920 
tons,  as  compared  with  104,750  and  141,615  tons  for  the  previous 
two  half-yearly  returns. 

Electrification  of  Kallway. 

A  beginning  is  soon  to  be  made  for  the  electrification  of  the  State 
railways  of  Norway.  The  railway  committee  of  the  Storthing  re- 
cently approved  the  proposal  for  the  electrification  of  the  line  run- 
ning from  Christiania  to  Drammen,  the  estimated  cost  of  which 
will  be  $6,520,000. 
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SHTPBTIILDING  IN  THE  PACIFIC  NORTHWEST. 

[Commercial  Agent  W.  B.  nendereon,  Seattle,  Wash.] 

There  are  now  being  built  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  37  sliips  with 
a  tonnage  capacity  of  292,000,  of  which  number  11  are  wooden  vessels 
of  the  class  of  semi-Diesel  auxiliary  power  propellers,  with  a  tonnage 
of  77,000.  The  larger  proportion,  however,  are  steel  vessels,  26  in 
number,  with  a  capacity  of  215,000  tons,  and  of  this  number  4  are 
contracted  for  by  the  United  States  Government.  The  value  of  ves- 
sels under  construction  and  contracted  for  aggregates  $32,000,000. 

Tlie  cities  on  the  North  Pacific  coast  at  which  the  vessels  are  being 
built  are:  Victoria  alid  Vancouver,  British  Columbia :  Bellingham, 
Seattle,  Tacoma,  Aberdeen,  and  Hoquiam,  Wash. ;  St.  Helens,  Asto- 
ria, Marshfield,  and  Portland,  Oreg.  A  dozen  shipbuilding  com- 
panies are  interested  in  the  construction,  among  which  are:  Seattle 
Construction  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Skinner  &  Eddy  Corporation,  Puget 
Sound  Bridge  &  Dredge  Co.,  and  Washington  ShipbuildingCorpora- 
tion,  of  Seattle,  Wash.;  MacEcheren  Bros.,  and  Wilson  Bros.,  As- 
toria, Oreg. ;  St.  Helens  Shipbuilding  Co.,  St.  Helens,  Oreg. ;  Krause 
&  Banks,  Marshfield,  Oreg.;  Ward  &  Schubach,  Aberdeen  and  Ho- 
quiam, Wash. ;  Petersen  Yards,  Aberdeen  and  Hoquiam,  Wash. ; 
Mathews  Ship  Yards,  Aberdeen  and  Hoquiam;  and  Barbare  Bros., 
Tacoma,  Wadi.  Besides  these,  there  has  recently  been  organized  in 
Portland  a  corporation  which  is  building  several  ships. 

In  Seattle  the  Skinner  &  Eddy  Corporation  recently  launched  a 
big  steel  steamer,  the  Niels  Nielsen^  with  a  dead-weight  tonnage  of 
8,800.  The  vessel  is  422  feet  6  inches  long,  54  feet  beam,  29  feet  9 
inches  middle  depth,  and  has  all  the  machinery  on  board.  In  the 
near  future  the  Seattle  Construction  and  Dry  Dock  Co.  will  launch 
a  ship  of  almost  as  great  tonnage. 

The  Manufacturers'  Association  of  Seattle  recently  gave  a  banquet 
in  honor  of  the  shipbuilding  and  shipping  interests  hei'e.  Besides 
the  guests,  400  business  men  were  present. 


PROPOSED  DfPSOYEHENT  OF  CHILEAN  BIVEB  PORT. 

[Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  Ang.  28.) 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  port  of  Lebu  is  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  Chilean  C<»igres&  A  recent  number  of  the  Diario 
Illustrado  states  that  Manud  Jervasio  Alarcon,  resident  in  Ix)ndon. 
and  Carlos  AJarcon  have  presented  a  project  for  the  improvement 
of  this  port  with  American  capital.  Tie  plans  have  been  prepared 
by  Julio  Delaunay,  and  the  cost  is  estimated  at  approximately 
$3,000,000.  The  port  of  Lebu  is  near  the  Chilean  coast  and  is  in  the 
region  of  important  coal  mines. 


New  Companies  in  Argentina. 

The  Argentine  .Government  has  recently  authorized,  by  decrees 
in  the  Boletin  Oficial,  the  Argentine  Portland  Cement  C!o.  (Com- 
panfa  Argentina  de  Cemento  Portland)  and  the  Petroleum  Trans- 
porting Co.  (Corapaiifa  Transportadora  de  Petroleos)  to  operate  in 
Argentina  as  stock  companies,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of 
tlie  commercial  code  of  that  country. 
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THE  ZINC  HIRES  OF  TOKJUH. 

t  Consul  Lawrence  P.  Brlgss,  Saigon,  frencb  Indo-ChlBa.] 

Zinc  is  the  leading  metal  produced  in  French  Indo-China.  During 
the  past  5  years  the  exportation  of  zinc  ore  from  Haiphong  has 
averaged  nearly  27,000  tons  per  year.  The  customs  value  of  this  ore 
during  this  period  has  averaged  about  $640,000  per  year,  but  the 
market  value  has  been  considerably  higher. 

Although  some  zinc  has  been  minea  in  Annam,  and  this  mineral 
undoubtedly  exists  in  the  interior  protectorate  of  Laos,  practically 
ail  of  that  now  produced  in  French  Indo-China  comes  from  the  pro- 
tectorate of  Tonkin  and  id  exported  from  thS  port  of  Haiphong. 
The  zinc  mines  exploited  at  present  occupy  a  strip  about  50  miled 
wide  and  100  miles  long  just  above  the  delta  district,  a  little  north 
and  a  little  east  of  the  center  of  the  protectorate.  There  are  four 
well-defined  zinc  regions. 

The  2lno  Beglons. 

( 1 )  The  oldest  zinc  region  of  Tonkin  is  the  Tuyen-Qnang  district 
near  the  town  of  the  same  name  at  the  junction  of  the  Clear  and  Gam 
Kivers.  The  ore  from  this  group  is  carried  in  river  steamers  down 
the  Clear  and  Bed  (Rouge)  Kivers  and  through  the  canals  to 
Haiphong. 

(-2)  Next  in  age  and  in  recent  years  the  most  productive  distri<^ 
is  the  Thai-Nguyen  region  above  the  town  of  this  name  on  the 
Song  Can  about  50  miles  east  of  Tuyen-Quang.  This  is  the  most 
extensive  district,  and  it  is  located  near  the  center  of  the  Tonkin 
zinc  Belds  as  they  are  at  present  exploited.  The  ore  from  these  mines 
is  floated  in  sampans  down  to  Dap  Cau,  nearly  100  miles,  then  trans- 
ferred to  river  steamers. 

(3)  On  the  extreme  east  is  the  Than-Moi  or  Langson  region  on 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Song  Thuong  and  along  the  railway  between 
Phu-lang-thuong  and  Langson.  The  ore  from  this  region  is  trans- 
poi^ted  by  rail  to  Phu-lang-thuong,  where  it  is  loaded  on  river 
steamers. 

(4)  The  newest  and  perhaps  the  richest  of  thsse  regions  is  the 
Chodien  or  Bac-kan  district,  east  of  the  Song  Gam,  about  50  miles 
above  Tuyen-Quang.  The  ore  from  the  Cho-dien  mines  is  carried 
by  a  private  railway  to  the  Song  Gam,  then  by  sampans  to  Tuyen- 
Ciiuang,  whence  it  is  transferred  to  river  steamers. 

These  four  regions  include  about  30  zinc  concessions,  of  which 
only  11  are  at  present  in  process  of  exploitation. 
Development  of  the  Tonkin  Zinc  Industry. 

Although  the  Chinese  are  known  to  have  obtained  zinc  from 
Tonkin  before  the  French  occupation,  the  serious  exploitation  of  this 
mineral  dates  from  1906.  In  this  vear  some  coolies  working  on  the 
estate  of  Commandant  Cadars  at  "trang-da,  opposite  Tuyen-Quang, 
discovered  a  vein  of  zinc  ore.  Further  search  proved  the  mountam 
to  be  rich  in  this  mineral.  Lacking  the  necessary  capital  and  ex- 
perience, M.  Cadars  formed  the  Society  des  Mines  de  Trang-da, 
with  a  capital  of  300,000  francs  ($58,000)  and  with  its  headquarters 
at  Tuyen-Quang  (later  changed  to  35  Rue  de  Clichy,  Paris),  for  the 
exploitation  of  the  first  zinc  mine  of  Tonkin.  The  first  year  this 
mine  produced  about  2,500  tons  of  ore.    In  1909  the  prodactHm  had 
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reached  8,000  tons,  and  since  that  dat«  the  annual  output  of  this 
mine  has  remained  at  about  10,000  tons. 

The  discovery  of  zinc  at  Trang-da  led  to  the  exploitation  of  the 
old  Chinese  mines  at  Lang-hit  near  Thai-Nguyen.  Several  mines— 
Lucie,  Georgette,  Renee,  Metisj  Bac-lao,  and  Moba — were  devel- 
oped, and  in  li)09  M.  Marcel  Pierron,  backed  by  the  German  firm 
of  Speidel  &  Co.,  formed  the  Societe  Miniere  du  Tonkin,  with  a 
capital  of  1,000,000  francs  ($193,000)  and  with  its  main  office  at 
Haiphong  (later  transferred  to  14  rue  Vez^lay,  Paris).  At  that  time 
these  mines  produced  only  a  few  thousand  tons  of  calamine  and 
blende,  but  in  1911  their  production  reached  14,4.32  tons,  and  they 
have  since  held  first  rank  among  the  zinc  mines  of  Tonkin. 

In  1909  also  the  Society  Miniere  de  Than-moi  was  formed  at  Paris 
(14  rue  Vezelay)  by  M.  Marcel  Pierron,  who  retained  80  per  cent 
of  the  stock.  Its  mines  are  located  on  the  Song-Thuong  between 
Phu-lnng-thuong  and  Langson.  The  production  of  these  mines  has 
been  irregular,  varying  from  492  tons  in  1911  to  5,368  tons  in  1914, 
but  the  ore  is  of  a  hi«:h  grade. 

In  the  meantime  M.  Cadars  and  others  discovered  three  other 
reins  near  Trang-da-Kem,  Con-rau,  and  Con-rong.  and  in  1910 
they  organizeil  for  their  exploit^ition  the  Societe  des  Mines  de  Yen- 
linh,  a  joint-stock  company  with  a  capital  of  700,000  francs  and  with 
its  headquarters  at  Tuyen-Quang.  The  output  of  this  group  during 
the  first  four  ye>irs  averaged  only  about  1,100  tons  per  year;  but  ia 
1915  its  production  was  about  3,000  tons  and  estimates  for  1916  point 
to  about  4,000  or  5,000  tons. 

Other  nines. 

Several  other  concessions  have  been  taken  up  in  the  Tuyen-Qnang 
region;  but  the  only  other  mine  that  has  been  sufficiently  productive 
to  deserve  mention  is  that  of  Bac-nhimg.  belonging  to  Perrin  Freres, 
which  in  1914  produced  about  4.")0  tons  of  ore. 

The  Van-lahg  mines  in  the  Thai-Nguyen  group  began  production 
in  1911,  although  the  concession  was  not  granted  until  the  next  year. 
It  is  operated  by  the  Societe  d'Exploitation  des  Mines  de  Van-lang, 
Hanoi.  The  production  of  this  mine  for  the  years  1912  to  1914,  in- 
clusive, was,  respectively,  1,800,  1,500,  and  1,672  tons  of  blende, 
calamine,  and  galena.  The  ore  is  of  low  grade,  and  the  mine  ceased 
operations  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

The  Cho-dien  concessions  were  granted  in  1912,  but,  because  of  the 
inaccessibility  of  the  mines,  actual  exploitation  did  not  begin  until 
1914.  Here  the  proprietor,  M.  G.  Bault,  Hanoi,  was  obliged  to  build 
a  railway  of  35  kilometers  (about  22  miles)  from  the  mines  to  the 
Song-Gam  at  a  cost  of  nearly  a  million  piasters.  This  railroad  was 
not  completed  until  July,  1914.  During  that  year  about  1,900  tons 
were  produced.  During  1915  the  production  of  these  mines  reached 
8,600  tons.  At  present  the  Cho-dien  mines  are  surpassing  all  others, 
and  a  yield  of  15,000  tons  is  preiiicted  for  1916.  The  ore  is  mined 
in  the  open  from  the  side  of  a  hill,  and  it  is  safd  that  80,000  tons 
of  52  per  cent  ore  presents  itself  to  view.  "This  seems  to  be  the 
future  zinc  field  of  Tonkin. 

Oharacter  of  Ore. 

The  grade,  and  sometimes  the  character,  of  the  zinc  ores  of  Tonkia 
vary  with  the  different  mines  and  even  in  the  same  mine.     The 
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most  common  ores  are  blende  and  calamine  (zinc  sulphide  and  silica 
hydrate).  These  ores  range  from  40  to  55  per  cent  metallic  zinc. 
Each  of  the  mines  has  a  rwlucing  plant  whei-e  the  ores  are  crushed, 
washed,  and  calcinated,  and  thus  r»viiiced  to  55-80  per  cent  pure 
zinc.  This  finely  crushed  ore  is  then  put  up  in  gunny  sacks  for 
shipment  and  sent  to  Haiphong,  from  whence  it  is  transshipped 
to  Europe,  and  recently  to  Japan  and  America. 

The  following  table  shows  the  character  and  grade  of  ore  pro- 
duced by  each  of  these  mines  in  1914,  and  the  average  market  price 
in  francs  per  metric  ton  of  the  product  delivered  at  Haiphong : 


Miiw. 

Character  ol  ore. 

MetiUIle 
sine. 

Unket 
pdto. 

Calamtne 

PtraM. 
40 
45 

a 

CO 
46 
SB 

u 

Frtmc*. 
60.40 

Keen              ...      ...  ................. 

do 

122;8< 

do 

I3£.a 

I^n<Mttt  "     . , , , .     . 

OdamliMand  M«nid« 

ll&OO 

61.05 

^^haii-ni'o]          

CAMiniiif  and  Mfibde. . '. 

ni.93 

Cbo.<liaii 

CalaTnliH)        

U5.01 

Kethodi  of  mnlnir. 

Up  to  the  present  the  zinc  ores  expoited  in  Tonkin  have  been  found 
near  the  surface.  Outcroppings  on  hill^des  have  been  exploited  in 
the  open  air  or  followed  by  means  of  horiz<Mital  tunnels.  The  prin- 
cipal tools  used  in  the  mines  are  pickaxes,  shovels,  and  Decauville 
cars.  The  reducing  plants  make  use  of  the  best  modem  machinery 
and  are  generall,^  operated  by  electric  power  generated  by  steam. 
Electric  drills  and  dynamite  sometimes  assist  the  laborer  in  following 
up  a  rich  vein;  but  on  the  whole  mining  machinery  is  seldom  U8e<£ 
This  has  been  due  to  the  quantities  of  ore  near  thfe-surface.  the  abun- 
dance and  cheapness  of  native  hand  labor,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
European  skilled  workmen,  and  lack  of  capital.  But  modem  mining 
machinery  must  ultimately  come  to  Tonkin.  This  is  a  part  of  the 
problem  of  the  future  development 'of  these  mines.  [See  the  follow- 
ing reports  published  in  Comkebce  Reports:  Tonkin  Mines  Invite 
American  Capital,  issue  of  May  18, 1916 ;  and  The  Use  of  Electricity 
in  French  Indo-China,  issue  of  July  5, 1916.] 

The  cost  of  production,  in  the  Tonkin  zinc  mines  is  greatly  lessened 
by  the  cheapness  of  labor.  Tonkineae  coolies  receive  on  the  average 
30  to  40  cents  local  currency  (15  to  20  cents  United  States  currency) 
per  day.  Although  neither  as  strong  nor  as  intelligent  as  the  Chi- 
nese, they  are  diligent,  faithful,  and  apt. 
Karket  Prioe  of  Product — Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  approximately  the  market  price  (United 
States  currency)  received  for  products  of  tlie  mines  during  the  vears 
1912  to  1914,  respectively.  Statistics  for  1916  are  not  yet  available, 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  price  averaged  two  or  three  times  as  high 
as  in  previous  years : 


Mine. 

1912  • 

1913 

1914 

Minn 

1912 

1915 

1914 

TranSKlft. ......... 

$173,700 
392,176 
21,230 
25,283 
16,405 
14,668 

tl05,671 

389,472 

«6.486 

23,160 

15,440 

1116, 6W 
230,288 
136,258 
21,230 
34,586 

Dno-bo 

(10^133 

• 

Lang^ 

S34,S1I 
16, «» 

tU,484 

Thui-iDOj 

Titania.  " 

Van-tang 

42,16 

Yen-Unfii       .  . 
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«4fl^3» 

«a;«K 

Digitized  by 


Google 


OOUKEBOB  BEPOBTS. 


1227 


The  exportation  of  zinc  from  the  poiii  of  Haiphong  during  tlie 
past  three  years  has  been  as  follows  (in  metric  tons) : 


rortofdestinatioii. 

19U 

1911 

1915 

Fort  of  dcsttoation. 

19U 

1914 

1915 

DunVIrk 

7Vm*. 
12,136 

Tm: 
4,«9I 

Toru. 

600 

17,  MB 

fToniskong  ..•■. 

Tmu. 
9 

Ton*. 

Tout. 
Silt 

Bsrre. 

7.0ti9 

Harwille 

Unitod  btAtM 

7.825 

Ul.TWt 
1.021 

14,571 

Total 

Bftmburg 

27.732 

19,5S2 

3S,33S 

Effect  of  War  on  the  Tonkin  Zlno  Indnstry. 

The  chief  drawback  of  the  economic  system  of  French  Indo-China 
has  been  the  lack  of  a  loan  and  discount  bank  which  could  advance 
money  to  a  worthy  enterprise.  The  consequences  have  been  that 
many  of  the  Rvms  formed  to  exploit  the  mines  were  backed  by  for- 
eign capitalists,  who  held  stock  in  these  firms,  advanced  them  money, 
and  carried  their  product  to  the  refineries  of  Hamburg  and  Belgium. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  these  firms  are  said  to  have  had  long- 
term  contracts  for  the  products  of  the  Tonkin  mines. 

The  imiiiediate  effect  of  the  war  was  the  breaking  off  of  all  business 
relations  between  French  operators  and  German  financiers,  the  with- 
drawal of  (ierman  capital,  and  the  loss  of  a  market  for  Tonkin  zinc. 
The  ore  already  in  the  hands  of  these  foreign  firijis  was  tied  up,  and 
further  production  was  precarious.  Tonnage  was  lacking  for  the 
zinc  available  for  exportation.  In  December,  1914,  some  of  the 
leading  zinc  producers  of  Tonkin  were  seeking  a  market  for  their 
product  on  almost  any  terms. 
Improved  Condltiont — Zlne  tor  ITnlted  States. 

But  the  situation  soon  began  to  clear  tip.  German  goods  in  French 
Indo-China  were  sequestrated  in  November,  1914.  The  decree  for- 
bidding the  exportation  of  zinc  was  put  into  effect  in  Indo-China 
early  in  1915.  The  belligerent  nations  had  become  convinced  that 
the  war  was  not  a  matter  of  a  few  months,  and  the  consequent  de- 
mand for  metal  was  unprecedented.  As  a  result  the  price  of  zino 
began  to  mount,  until  on  July  1,  19l5,  zinc  ore  at  Haiphong  was 
worth  two  or  three  times  as  much  as  on  July  1,  1914. 

With  the  rise  in  the  price  of  zinc  and  with  the  demand  for  this 

Eroduct  made  by  the  allies  and  the  neutral  nations,  the  zinc  mines 
jgan  to  resume  operations.  The  smaller  companies  found  themselves 
confronted  by  two  serious  handicaps — (1 )  the  lack  of  sufficient  finan- 
cial backing  and  (2)  the  mobilization  of  European  operators  and  em- 
ployees. As  a  consequence,  although  production  in  1915  was  greater 
than  in  any  previous  year,  the  product  came  entirely  from  a  few  of 
the  larger  firms.  The  product  lor  1916  will  probably  be  50  per  cent 
greater  than  that  of  1915.  Under  more  favorable  conditions  it  could 
easily  be  four  or  five  times  as  great. 

During  the  early  part  of  1915  most  of  the  exported  zinc  went  to 
France;  but  the  export  restrictions  were  moderated,  and  later  in  the 
year  a  good  share  of  this  ore  went  to  Japan  and  the  United  States. 
Between  October  1,  1915,  and  February  1,  1916,  the  Societe  Mini^re 
du  Tonkin  exported  9.325  tons  of  ore  to  Baltimore  and  1,300  tons  to 
Galveston  via  Marseille — the  first  Tonkin  zinc  to  be  shipped  direct 
to  the  United  States.    Most  of  the  product  of  the  Lang-hit  mines  is 
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still  finding  a  market  at  Baltimore,  while  it  is  understood  that  a 
Japanese  firm  has  made  contracts  for  the  ontpat  of  the  mines  of 
Tuyen-Quang. 
The  Outlook  for  1916. 

Under  the  stimulas  of  unheard-of  prices  the  larger  zinc  mines  of 
Tonkin  are  now  running  at  their  utmost  capacity,  limited  only  by 
the  difficulty  and  expense  of  installing  new  machinery  and  the  prac- 
tical impossibility  of  maintaining  an  efficient  staff  of  Eknrapean  op- 
erators and  overseers.  In  all  the  zinc  fields  a  greatly  increased  pro- 
duction is  foreseen,  and  the  total  product  for  1916  is  estimated  at 
60,000  tons.  The  value  of  such  a  product  according  to  the  present 
customs  estimates  will  figure  in  the  official  reports  of  1916  at  about 
$1485,000,  but  the  market  value  at  the  present  price  will  be  at  least 
$3,000,000. 
Future  of  tbe  Zlse  Indnstry— OpeniSKt  for  American  Capital. 

The  zinc-mining  operations  of  Tonkin  up  to  the  present  have  been 
merely  scratching  the  surface  of  the  rich  and  extensive  fields.  The 
preliminary  surveys  of  the  country  have  marked  on  the  maps  the 
places  where  zinc  is  known  to  exist  without  much  knowledge  of  the 
extent  of  tbe  deposits. 

The  great  needs  of  this  industry  are  machinery,  operating  capitaL 
and  transportation  facilities.  Under  present  conditions  it  is  only 
profitable  to  exploit  the  richest  ores  near  the  surface  of  the  easily 
accessible  mines.  Operating  capital  and  improved  methods  of  in- 
ternal transportation  would  greatly  enlarge  the  available  fields,  while 
modem  machinery  would  enable  uie  present  mines  to  be  worked  at 
lower  levels  and  would  make  it  possible  to  extract  the  mineral  from 
the  lower  grades  of  ore  now  thrown  away.  The  question  of  estab- 
lishing a  central  refining  plant  at  Haiphong  or  some  other  place  in 
Tonkm  is  now  being  agitated  and  has  so  many  obvious  advantages 
that  it  is  sure  to  come. 

Tl)e  question  of  internal  transportation  belongs  to  the  protectorate 
of  Tonkin  and  the  Union  of  Prendi  Indo-China;  but  the  operating 
■capital  of  the  mines  must  be  supplied  from  the  outside.  The  mining 
regulations  of  Tonkin  prescribe  that  a  majority  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  any  mining  companv  must  be  French  citizens  or  colonials. 
But  there  are  two  ways  by  which  foreign  capital  can  contribute  to 
the  development  of  this  industry  and  participate  in  its  consequent 
financial  returns.  Foreign  zinc  mai^facturers  can  hold  shares  and 
form  a  minority  of  the  ^ard  of  directors  with  or  without  the  con- 
sequent purchase  of  the  product  of  the  mines;  or  foreign  capitalLsts 
can  fill  a  long-felt  want  in  Indo-Ohina  by  establishing  a  loan  and 
discount  bank  which  will  furnish  the  necessary  capital  to  deserving 
enterprises. 

[A  typewritten  report  on  the  mining  regulations  of  Tonkin  con  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  or  cooperatiw 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  78325.] 


A  light  list  for  the  Ohio,  Tennessee.  Kanawha,  and  Monongahela 
Eivers  (fourteenth  lighthouse  district),  corrected  to  September  16, 
1916,  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Lighthouse  Servioeu 
Copies  may  be  obtained  by  masters  or  pilots  from  the  Divisidh  <Jf 
Publications,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  froih 
the  lighthouse  inspector  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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nrsTTinciEirT  postage  a  tbase  habdicap. 

[Consul  Artbvr  C.  Prost,  detailed  as  rice  consul,  Gencn,  Italy,  Aog.  26.1 

Almost  every  American  mail  to  the  consulate  general  at  Genoa 
brings  its  quota  of  letters  with  insufficient  postage.  A  letter  with 
only  a  2-cent  stamp  re(^uires  the  payment  by  the  recipient  in  Italy 
of  at  least  30  centesimi  ($0.06  at  normal  exchange)  to  cover  the 
deficiency  and  penalty  of  equal  amount  which  is  imposed.  Business 
firms  are  now  more  careful  than  formerly  in  this  respect,  although 
even  now  letters  sometimes  come  inadequately  stamped  from  hanlcs, 
chambers  of  commerce,  and  firms  which  should  know  the  foreign 
rate.  Letters  from  individuals  very  commonly  have  to  pay  penalty 
postage,  which  in  the  majority  of  cases  may  be  due  to  carelessness 
rjither  than  unfamiliarity  with  the  letter  rate  to  Italy  (and  most 
foretgn  countries),  which  b  5  cents  for  the  first  ounce  and  3  cents 
for  each  additional  ounce. 

The  poor  impression  upon  Italian  firms  created  bjr  short-paid  let- 
ters becomes  finally,  by  repetition,  very  great.  Special  care  in  affix- 
ing the  proper  postage  would -bring  ample  returns  by  removing  a 
cause  of  complaint  which  has  exerted  an  unfavorable  inliuenctt  in 
foreign  business. 

BISTORT  07  COHCEETE-SHIF  COITSTSUCTIOR. 

The  following  statement  from  the  Washington  office  of  The  Pan- 
omn  Canal  adds  to  information  regarding  the  history  of  concrete 
ships  which  was  published  in  Couuerce  Reports  for  September  15, 
1916:  - 

In  1910  the  Isthnlnn  Cnnal  Commission  constriictod  three  concrete  bnrjres 
on  the  Isthmus  for  use  In  supportlnc  the  rirmljring  piimpn  for  the  hyilrnnllc 
excnvntlnR  nnd  pumping  plant  of  the  Pacltlc  Division.  The  first  of  these  barges 
wius  l^unchetl  on  Ai>rll  20.  1910,  anil  the  Inst  on  Aagust  8  of  the  siinie  year. 
The  hariieH  were  64  feet  Ions  by  24  feet  wide,  hnvinp  n  depth  of  5  feel,  8  Inches, 
In  an  nrtlele  which  nppeare<l  In  the  CannI  Record  of  February  9,  1010,  relative 
to  the  proposed  construction  of  these  barges.  It  was  stated : 

"  While  the  construction  of  barpes  from  concrete  Is  uot  a  new  idea.  Its 
adntttiitlon  Is  not  itnown  to  have  hitherto  l)eeu  ntlempted  In  American  engi- 
neering. Concrete  barges  have  been  successfully  use<l  in  Italy  during  the  past 
few  years,  nnd  recently  the  use  of  this  miiterini  In  the  construction  of  floating 
craft  In  that  country  was  extende«l  to  the  building  of  transfer  biints,  a  type 
of  ves.sel  similar  to  the  New  York  car  ferries.  The  plans  of  the  Pacific  Divi- 
sion barges  contnin  numerous  modifications  from  the  Italian  type,  some  to 
meet  local  conditions  nnd  some  l>ecause  of  the  continual  Improvement  in 
concrete  construction  methods." 


EXTENSION  OF  BRITISH  ELECTRICAL  PLANT. 

(Vice  Consul  CbarlOH  £.  Taylor,  Leeds,  England,  Sept.  0.] 

The  finance  and  parliamentary  committee  of  the  Leeds  City  Coun- 
cil has  reported  that  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
been  obtained  to  the  borrowing  of  £35,000  ($170,325)  for  extensions 
to  the  city's  main  electrical  plant  and  the  installation  of  new  sub- 
stations. Mr.  II.  Lupton  (whose  address  is  Municipal  Offices,  I^eeds, 
England)  is  the  chairman  of  the  council's  electricity  committee. 
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MACHINE  HAT  BETOLTJnONIZE  CUBSAHT  FACZZHG. 

[Vice  Consul  George  P.  Waller,  Jr.,  Fatras,  Greece,  Aag.  19.] 

Since  the  early  days  when  currants  were  first  exported  from  Greece 
one  feature  of  their  packing  has  remained  unchanged.  Owing  to  the 
fragile  nature  of  tlie  fruit,  too  much  pressure  in  forcing  it  into 
barrels  or  cases  is  injurious  to  its  quality,  and  the  only  hitherto  prac- 
ticable method  of  pacldng  has  been  by  the  feet  of  men  and  women. 
At  last,  however,  a  wealthy  and  promment  young  currant  packer  of 
Patras  has  produced  a  machine  which  automatically  cleans  and  packs 
more  than  150  cases  of  currants  per  hour,  without  contact  of  human 
hand  or  foot,  and  bids  fair  to  revolutionize  the  present  methods  of 
the  packing  houses.  The  new  process  will  give  the  American  con- 
sumer an  article  infinitely  cleaner  than  comd  have  been  obtained 
under  the  best  operation  of  former  methods. 

ICaay  Dlffloalt  Problems  to  be  Solved. 

The  machine  is  not  pai-ticularly  complicated,  although  many  difiS- 
cult  problems  had  to  oe  solved  before  its  successful  operation  was 
secured.  Questions  of  pressure,  caking,  and  others  of  a  purely  me- 
chanical nature  entered  largely  into  its  construction,  and  much  time 
and  money  were  expended  in  working  out  the  present  device.  It 
consists  of  a  large  hopper  into  which  currants  are  constantly  poured, 
and  from  which  they  flow  into  a  cleaning  compartment  tor  the 
elimination  of  all  dust,  grit,  stems,  or  other  foreign  matter.  The 
cleaned  currants  then  flow  into  cases  or  barrels  placed  in  constant 
succession  in  the  barrel  holder,  where  a  large  pistonlike  disk  presses 
the  currants  down  with  exactly  the  requisite  force,  layer  after  layer 
being  pressed  in  order  until  the  receptacle  is  filled,  whereupon  it 
yields  place  to  an  empty  one  and  the  process  is  repeated.  Under 
favorable  conditions  the  standard  barrel  can  be  filled  in  about  25 
seconds.  The  present  machine  is  run  by  a  small  gasoline  engine, 
although  there  are  other  sources  of  power  that  would  be  equally 
adaptable.  The  inventor  has  a  smaller  machine  in  course  of  con- 
struction which  will  be  operated  by  hand  power. 
To  Be  Produced  in  Commereial  Quantities. 

In  addition  to  being  vastly  cheaper  to  operate  than  the  old  ^rstem 
of  foot  packing,  the  new  machine  actually  packs  the  currants  better 
than  by  foot.  Althou^  the  owner  has  not  as  yet  patented  his  ma- 
chine in  the  United  States,  he  is  taking  steps  to  proditce  it  in  the  near 
future  in  commercial  quantities  for  the  local  market,  where  it  is 
believed  that  it  will  have  a  large  sale  as  soon  as  foreign  consumers 
are  informed  of  the  difference  between  "  foot-packea "  and  "  ma- 
chine-packed "  currants. 


Catalogues  for  New  American  Bank  in  CMle. 

The  National  City  Bank  of  New  York,  in  advance  of  the  official 
opening  of  its  new  branch  in  Valparaiso,  Chile,  invites  United 
States  manufacturers  to  send,  fully  prepaid,  copies  of  catalogues  for 
inddMital  use  by  the  commercial  repres^itatives.  The  catalogues 
should  be  addressed:  The  National  City  Bank  of  New  York,  DoSc 
1508,  Valparaiso,  Chile. 
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AHEBICAN  COirSTJIAS  077ICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHGE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  busine^  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  condition;?  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  amsul  s  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  shduld  be  directed  to  the  consnlato. 


Mud*. 

Post 

Explnv 
ttonor 
venne. 

Address. 

T.wnard,  Walter  A 

rolomho,  Ovlsn 

Havre,  rr«n-e 

8t.  nall,»wlt/er|aiii).. 

Brhtol.  RnT'iind 

Sevllls,  Spalo 

Port    UmoQ,    Costa 

Rka. 
C^uy,  Alberts,  Oao- 

Ort.    M 
Ort.   21 
Nov.    1 

Oct."S0 
Nov.  12 

Nov.  IB 

Rasex,  Imva. 

Depa'tmeat  of  State,  WashJngtoo,  D.  0. 

rtkB,  Winiam  J 

Do. 
I3IM  Riifaw  na~e,  naltlmore.  Md. 

Oraoey,  Wilbur  T.« 

Denartmenl  of  State.  Watthlniiton,  D.O. 
31  Bmoe  Avenae,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saogertles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

•  Connnl  Omcey  will  be  glad  to  luve  confcrpnees  with  American  exporters  in  eastern 
cities  Interested  In  the  Spanish  trade  during  bis  vbtlt  In  the  United  States. 


HEW  BKTJHSWICK  GOVEaNMENT  POUITET  STATIONS. 

(Consal  B.  Veme  Btebardaon,  Moncton,  New  Branswlck,  Canada.  Sept.  12.] 

The  announcement  has  just  been  made  by  the  superintendent  of 
the  poultry  division  of  the  local  department  of  agriculture  that  six 
poultry-fattening  stations  will  be  established  in  this  Province  before 
the  beginning  of  the  winter.  Two  of  these  will  be  within  the  limits 
of  this  consular  district — one  at  Moncton,  and  one  at  St.  Ijoiiis,  in 
Kent  County.  The  four  others  will  be  at  Sussex  and  Gagetown, 
Kings  County,  and  probably  at  Centreville  and  Glassville,  Carletoii 
County. 

The  superintendent  states  that  the  provincial  government  was 
anxious  to  see  the  poultry  industry  encouraged  and  to  that  end  it 
was  his  intention  to  form  poultry  clubs  in  every  county  and  to  a^•ard 
prizes  for  the  best  dozen  chickens  fattened,  killed,  and  boxed  for 
export.  As' this  project  develops  there  should  be  opportunities  for 
American  manufacturers  of  pquitry  supplies  to  increase  their  busi- 
ness with  this  district. 

DEHAHD  FOB  TESTS  OF  BAIIBOAD  SCALES. 

Both  test  cars  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  during 
recent  weeks  have  been  worked  to  the  utmost  in  an  endeavor  to  keep 
up  with  the  increasing  demand  for  tests  on  railroad-track  scales. 
Car  No.  1  was  working  in  Chicago  in  August,  and  27  tests  were 
made  there.  Car  No.  2  made  4  tests  in  Indiana  and  48  tests  in  Ohio 
in  August.  The  tests  in  Chicago  were  made  w^ith  the  cooperation  of 
a  committee  representing  the  weights  and  measures  department  of 
Chicago,  the  board  of  trade  of  that  city,  and  railroads  entering  Chi- 
cago. In  Ohio  the  tests  were  made  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Cincinnati  Board  of  Trade,  State  officials,  and  the  railroads  con- 
cerned- 
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F0SEI6N  TRADE  OFFOEIUlllTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtAlned  from  tbe  Barean  and  Its  district  oflleea.  Bcqaest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  abeet  and  atmte  opnortnniry  BBntber. 
The  Barean  docs  not  furntsli  credit  ratlni{8  or  assume  responstblllty  as  to  tbe'standlns 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  sbould  be  token  lo  all  coses. 

Dental  tupplie*.  No.  22ri03. — A  btislnes.s  man  from  New  Zealand,  who  is  now 
in  the  Unltetl  Statew,  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  wIUj  manufacturers  Of 
dental  KupjiliCK.  He  is  especially  in  Deed  of  rubber,  rubber  dam,  teetb, 
drills,  grinding  whe4>ls,  stones,  etc.  Samples  and  catalogues  sboold  be  sub- 
mitted. 

fjumber,  No.  225C4. — A  furniture  and  lumber  dealer  in  Spain  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations 
with  exporters  of  construction  lumber.  He  Is  particularly  interested  In 
dimension  stuff  of  hemloclc,  white  and  yellow  pine,  and  California  redwood. 
The  dimensions  most  serviceable  are  lengths  of  14,  16,  and  18  feet  by  9 
inches  wide  and  3  inches  thick.    Correspondence  in  Spanish. 

Drugs  attd  mrdMiwi,  etc..  No.  22565. — ^The  Barean  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  man  in  India  who  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  mannfactiu-ers  of 
drugs  and  medicines.  Commnnicntton  with  pablisbers  of  books  used  by 
the  medical  profession  Is  also  desired. 

Hosierv,  shoes,  etc.,  No.  22566. — ^An  export  house  In  New  York  City  advises  the 
Bureau  that  a  buyer  from  Norway  now  In  the  United  States  is  Interested 
In  the  purchase  of  men's,  women's,  and  children's  siUi;  caslunere,  and  wool 
hosiery;  also  men's  working  shoes,  children's  shoes,  sandals,  and  knit 
goods. 

Electrical  appHance^,  etc..  No.  22567. — A  wholesale  Importing-  house  In  Mexico 
dealing  in  machinery  and  electrical  appliances  desires  to  represent  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  electrical  appliances,  materiater  machinery,  and  sup- 
plies of  all  kinds.  The  firm  Is  particularly  interested  In  switchboards,  In- 
sulators, transformers,  heating  devices,  lamps,  glassware,  and  fixtures  for 
bouse  lighting.    References. 

Barrel*,  No.  22568. — A  firm  in  tlie  Netherlands  writes  the  B(u«an  that  it  Is  In 
tbe  market  for  barrels,  to  be  used  for  tbe  shipment  of  arrack  from  tbe 
Dutch  Kast  Indies.  Ileferences.  Further  information  may  be  obtained 
from  tbe  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

School  supplies.  No.  22569. — ^The  director  of  a  college  In  Brazil  Inform?  an 
American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  purchase  school  supplies  of  all 
kinds.  He  Is  also  interested  in  obtaining  a  quantity  of  so-called  "saint 
cards"  for  presentation  to  Sunday-school  children.  Catalogues  and  price 
lists  should  be  forwarded  nt  once.    Correspondence  may  be  in  B^nglish. 

Wearing  apparel,  etc..  No.  22i)l(i. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the  West 
Indies  writes  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  tn 
touch  with  American  ninnufacturers- and  exporters  of  Palm  Beach  suits, 
worklngmen's  i-eady-made  clothing,  ginghams  anil  callcom  for  women's 
dresses,  hosiery  for  men  nud  women,  liat  ornameuis,  und  novelties.  Corre- 
spondence  in  Kmrllsli.  Prices,  diM(.>ouut!<,  etc.,  in  .\mericau  currency.  Bef- 
eren<'e. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJBEAIT  OF  FOKEIGH  AITD  DOXESTIC  COXHEBCE. 


DISTBICT  OtHCES. 

KKW  IfclUt:  Boom  40»,  CasloBbo»«. 

BOSTON:  1801  CosioBhogw. 

CHICAeO:  &U4  Federal  Balldlag. 

RT.  LOVIfi:  409  Tklrd  NaUoul  Bank  Baildiag. 

ATliAKTA:  681  Port  OBlee  BnlldlBf. 

KEW  ORLEIIVS:  1020  Hlberala  Baak  BalldlBg. 

gin  FBlMaSCO:  *07  CDitoahoate. 

gUTTLE:  849  B«btt  Balldlag. 


COOFEBATITB  OFFICES. 

GLKTEUKBi  Chaaiber  of  Coaaeiee. 
CniCntVATI:  Ckaaker  of  OoBBCKe. 
CIKCUraATl!  Cn  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Oa. 
LOS  iNGEUES:  Chamber  of  Caaaene. 
PHILADELPHU !  Ouaber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTATSOOeA:  Smitk  Amerleaa  Affeat,  daatb- 

•ra  By.  Cv. 
POKTtANB,  OBM.:  Ghamfeer  of  CaaMeace.  ., 
DATTO.t:  «real«r  BfyloB  Anad«UaiL.  ,j 
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